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  Questions Nos. 1 to 15, inclusive, answered orally.

Question No. 16 resubmitted.

24/10/2018WRA00450Departmental Operations

24/10/2018WRA0050017. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the interna-
tional, European Union and Northern Ireland division of his Department. [41802/18]

24/10/2018WRA00600The Taoiseach: The International, EU and Northern Ireland Division of my Department 
works on all international, EU and British-Irish and Northern Ireland affairs within the Depart-
ment, including Brexit.

The Division assists me in my international role including as a member of the European 
Council, and in my other EU and international engagements.  The Division also provides ad-
vice and assistance to me regarding Northern Ireland Affairs and British Irish relations. 

This includes assistance for my international engagements, including meetings of the Euro-
pean Council and other EU Summits, bilateral engagements with heads of Government of EU 
Member States and other countries and in respect of international affairs more generally. 

The Division also assists the work of Cabinet Committee C, which deals with EU Affairs, 
Brexit, and International matters and works closely with other relevant departments, notably 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

  Questions Nos. 18 and 19 resubmitted.

Departmental Operations

24/10/2018WRA0080020. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the economic divi-
sion of his Department. [41821/18]

24/10/2018WRA00900The Taoiseach: The Economic Division in my Department assists me and the Government 
in developing and implementing policy:

- to deliver sustainable and regionally balanced economic growth and quality jobs, and

- to promote effective planning and delivery of infrastructural developments, including 
housing.

The Cabinet Committees and associated Senior Officials Groups backed by the Division 
help to deliver policies in these areas.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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Cabinet Committee A deals with issues relating to the Economy, the Labour Market, Com-
petitiveness, Productivity, rural development, the Digital Economy and Pensions.

Cabinet Committee D works to ensure a coordinated approach to the delivery and ongoing 
development of policy across the areas of infrastructure investment and delivery, housing, and 
climate action and provides political oversight with respect to Project Ireland 2040. 

The Economic Division also: 

- Monitors implementation of the Action Plan for Jobs;

- Leads Ireland’s participation in the annual European Semester process;

- Prepares the annual National Risk Assessment which provides an opportunity to identify 
and consider potential economic risks and challenges on a structured basis; the 2018 report was 
published in July, and the National Risk Assessment for 2019 will commence shortly, and

- Is responsible for liaison with the Central Statistics Office.

The Division is also leading the preparation of Future Jobs in partnership with Department 
of Business, Enterprise and Innovation. This is the Government’s new economic initiative to 
ensure we are well placed to meet future challenges facing the Irish economy. Future Jobs will 
drive our development as a resilient, innovative, and globally connected economy, capable of 
coping with technological and other transformational changes ahead. It is aimed at enhanc-
ing productivity; labour market participation; innovation; skills and talent; and the low carbon 
economy and will be launched in early 2019.

A unit within the Economic Division works with the Minister of State with responsibility 
for Data Protection to ensure a ‘whole of Government’ approach to data protection and broader 
digital issues.  In this regard, the unit provides the secretariat to the Inter-Departmental Com-
mittee on Data Issues and to the Government Data Forum.

The Division is currently leading, in collaboration with other relevant Departments, de-
velopment of a new overarching National Digital Strategy to enable Ireland to maximise the 
societal and economic benefits from digitalisation.

The Division also provides me with briefing and speech material on economic and related 
policy issues.

Given its role, the Division works closely with colleagues in the Departments of Finance 
and Public Expenditure and Reform, and in other Departments, which have lead responsibility 
for specific policy areas.

  Questions Nos. 21 to 26, inclusive, resubmitted.

Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

24/10/2018WRA0110027. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the Presi-
dent of the European Council, Mr. Donald Tusk. [41825/18]

24/10/2018WRA01200The Taoiseach: I meet and speak regularly with my EU counterparts, bilaterally, and at 
formal and informal meetings of the European Council. 

I had a bilateral meeting with the President of the European Council, Donald Tusk, in Brus-
sels on 4 October. We discussed progress in the Brexit negotiations and other issues on the EU 



24 October 2018

3

agenda in advance of the October European Council.  

President Tusk re-iterated his ongoing solidarity for Ireland in ensuring that a robust and 
legally watertight version of the backstop is agreed as part of the Withdrawal Agreement with 
the UK. 

I had further engagement with him in the margins of the October European Council, al-
though I did not have a formal meeting with him on that occasion. 

Ongoing political engagement with our partners remains crucial, regarding Brexit and other 
important EU issues. I will continue to engage closely with our EU partners, including the EU 
institutions, in the period ahead and to use every opportunity to defend Ireland’s interests.

  Questions Nos. 28 to 34, inclusive, resubmitted.

National Reform Programme

24/10/2018WRA0140035. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the National Reform 
Programme 2018 submitted to the European Commission. [41819/18]

24/10/2018WRA01500The Taoiseach: The National Reform Programme is an important element of the European 
Semester - the annual post-crisis cycle of enhanced economic and fiscal policy coordination at 
EU level.

Each Semester is set in train by the publication in November by the Commission of the 
Annual Growth Survey which identifies economic priorities for Member States for the period 
ahead. In April, Ireland, along with other Member States, submitted its National Reform Pro-
gramme to the European Commission, in conjunction with a Stability Programme Update.

The National Reform Programme provides an overview of structural reforms and policy ac-
tions underway, including in response to Country Specific Recommendations given to Ireland 
as part of the preceding year’s European Semester. It is coordinated by the Department of the 
Taoiseach with input from relevant Departments and agencies. 

Stakeholders were consulted and submissions were received from 11 groups before the Pro-
gramme was finalised.  The Joint Oireachtas Committee on European Union Affairs was also 
invited to share their views on the European Semester.

Ireland’s National Reform Programme for 2018 reported on a wide range of policies in 
place to respond to the main challenges and imbalances Ireland faces including those identi-
fied in the 2018 Country Report published by the European Commission and Ireland’s country 
specific recommendations for 2017. 

The Programme also reported on progress towards Ireland’s Europe 2020 targets in the ar-
eas of: Employment; Research and Development; Climate Change and Energy; Education; and 
Poverty reduction  . 

Finally, the Programme provided an update on Brexit and reported on the use of structural 
funds and on stakeholder engagement.

  Questions Nos. 36 and 37 resubmitted.

Government Communications
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24/10/2018WRA0170038. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Taoiseach the progress made in establishing a single 
Government visual identity. [41820/18]

24/10/2018WRA01800The Taoiseach: A unified Government identity has been developed and adopted by Govern-
ment Departments as part of the reform programme for Government communications, follow-
ing a number of Government decisions. 

A unified identity for Government replaces a fragmented system that saw Government De-
partments and agencies use, and communicate through, a multiplicity of identities, logos and 
brands – resulting in confusion and a lack of clarity for citizens. The unified identity makes it 
easier for citizens to understand and recognise when the Government is communicating with 
them and when projects and initiatives are funded by the Government.

The experience of Governments internationally, and the research done in other jurisdictions, 
notably in the Netherlands, confirms the confusion and lack of clarity resulting from this frag-
mented approach. 

The Dutch experience, and that of the UK and others, is that a unified, consistent identifiable 
identity ensures greater clarity around the role and place of Government in society for citizens 
and in Government communications.

All Government Departments have been supplied with the logos, templates and guidelines 
necessary to apply the identity and this application is well underway in all Government Depart-
ments. This is evident in the use of the Government of Ireland identity at Government events, 
media/press conferences and at public events, conferences etc where Government Departments 
have a presence. 

The unified identity has also been applied at Departmental level - from Departmental logos 
through to a consistent approach to the design of communications campaigns, reports, online 
activity and identifying all Government communications campaigns as being an initiative of the 
Government of Ireland. 

An example of how this unified identity provides a clear, identifiable presence for the citizen 
was at the recent National Ploughing Championships, where the Government representation 
was immediately and clearly identifiable, as a result of each Department using the unified iden-
tity in the design of their units.

  Questions Nos. 39 to 54, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 55 to 63, inclusive, answered orally.

24/10/2018WRA02100Capital Expenditure Programme

24/10/2018WRA0220064. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the level of capital expenditure which will be allocated for infrastructure projects in County 
Donegal; the timeframe for these allocations; the projects for which funding will be provided; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43654/18]

24/10/2018WRA02300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In my role as 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform I am responsible for setting the overall capital al-
locations across Departments and for monitoring monthly expenditure at a Departmental level. 
Decisions on how and where those allocations are invested by Departments are a matter, in the 
first instance, for my ministerial colleagues. 
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The ten-year National Development Plan (NDP) has been put in place to underpin the im-
plementation of the National Planning Framework (NPF) and to support the development of all 
counties and regions, both urban and rural areas, including County Donegal.

Total funding of €8.8 billion is allocated to the Strategic Outcome of strengthened rural 
economies and communities which is a cornerstone of the NDP, including in relation to the 
delivery of the National Broadband Plan and significant investment in regional and local roads.  
The NDP also contains, as a priority, increased investment in public transport and ongoing in-
vestment in the Local Link Programme.  

In the context of Brexit, the NDP represents a particular step change for the northern part of 
the island of Ireland, including Donegal and the North-West. For example, the NDP provides 
for investment to support the ambition for development of the region such as the N2/A5 road 
serving Meath, Monaghan and Donegal. 

A major capital projects tracker is available on the website of my Department, which sets 
out details of the key projects being implemented under the Plan, including the location of the 
projects where possible.  Some of the major projects directly related to Donegal include:

- The N56 Mountcharles to Inver Road (€39 million) due for completion in 2019

- N56 Dungloe to Glenties (€100 million) due for completion in 2019

- Investment in Donegal Airport as part of the Regional Airports Programme

- Letterkenny hospital rebuild including Radiology

Under the NPF, the three Regional Assemblies are now responsible for co-ordinating, pro-
moting and supporting the strategic planning and sustainable development of their regions, 
consistent with the objectives of the NPF, through the preparation of Regional Spatial and 
Economic Strategies (RSES).  The strategy for the Northern and Western Region provides the 
opportunity for the priorities for Donegal, for example the priorities included in the existing 
County Development Plan, to be integrated into a regional investment plan which is expected 
to be a major driver of the implementation of the NPF.

24/10/2018WRA02400Flood Relief Schemes Status

24/10/2018WRA0250065. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status of 
the Ennis south flood relief scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43836/18]

24/10/2018WRA02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): This scheme 
is being progressed by Clare County Council (CCC) as the Contracting Authority with funding 
from the Office of Public Works (OPW). When completed the scheme will provide protection 
for 74 residential and 10 non-residential properties.

The tender competition initiated last year had to be relaunched due to issues surrounding the 
costs submitted by the preferred tenderer which could not be resolved.        

The tender was subsequently re-advertised, with 10 tenders received by the closing date of 
September 28th   2018. All of the applicants have passed the quality assessment stage of the 
process and CCC and its consultants are now engaged in the assessment of the pricing element 
of the submissions. 

It is hoped that CCC will be in a position to award the contract before the end of the year, 
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with construction commencing in spring 2019. 

OPW has previously confirmed to CCC that funding would be made available (this position 
remains unchanged, pending a full budget estimate submission from CCC), and have authorised 
CCC to progress land purchase arrangements in relation to the scheme.

24/10/2018WRA02700Bord Gáis Privatisation

24/10/2018WRA0280066. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the spe-
cific use to which the €400 million proceeds from the sale of Bord Gáis has been put; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43832/18]

24/10/2018WRA02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that 
the Deputy is referring to the €400m of proceeds from the sale of Bord Gais Energy that the 
Government announced, in Budget 2015, would be made available to support the Government’s 
Social Housing Strategy.  

As the Deputy will be aware, the intention when Bord Gais Energy was sold was that €400m 
from the proceeds would be made available to establish an off-balance sheet financial vehicle to 
provide financing to Approved Housing Bodies.  This funding, together with additional private 
funding, would then facilitate the provision of additional housing units by the AHB sector, in 
support of the Government’s Social Housing Strategy.  

The Government established a Clearing House Group, under the Department of Housing 
Planning and Local Government, to work with the sector with a view to developing a new 
model that could use the €400m in this way.  Unfortunately, however, it proved very challeng-
ing to find a model that would be capable of using the funding while remaining off-balance 
sheet in Eurostat terms.  

However, the Clearing House Group considered that there were aspects of some of the 
proposals considered that appeared to offer potential, in terms of the possible development of a 
new ‘affordable rental’ initiative.  This would seek to provide long-term affordable residential 
accommodation for low to moderate income key-worker households in urban areas of high 
demand. 

In response to this outcome, it was decided to convert the commitment from a single lump 
sum payment to fund the initial capital cost of social housing provision, into a commitment to 
provide €10m per annum, indexed for inflation, over a much longer period – at least 20 years.  
This ongoing funding could then be used to fund a pilot scheme for the provision of subsidised 
housing, thus making the housing available on an affordable basis over a 20 year period.  

This additional €10 million in annual funding was allocated to the Vote of the Department 
of Housing Planning and Local Government from 2017 onwards.  In addition, this commitment 
to increased funding for social and affordable housing has been subsumed into a much more 
significant commitment to increased support for the programmes of the Department of Hous-
ing, Planning and Local Government in the area of housing - as reflected both in the National 
Development Plan 2018-2027 published in February 2018 and also the further €266 million in 
additional capital funding allocated for this purpose over 2019-2021 in Budget 2019. 

24/10/2018WRA03000Flood Relief Schemes Funding

24/10/2018WRA0310067. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the capi-
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tal funding being provided for works in Mountmellick on flood relief. [43885/18]

24/10/2018WRA0320077. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if funding 
is available for immediate short-term works for river channel clearing in Mountmellick, County 
Laois. [43884/18]

24/10/2018WRA03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 67 and 77 together.

In relation to the immediate short-term works for the town of Mountmellick, the Office of 
Public Works’ representatives on the steering group have advised Laois County Council that 
there is the option to apply for minor works funding for interim defences.

As I have previously stated, Laois County Council have confirmed that maintenance works 
commenced on the River Owenass in Mountmellick following the most recent flood event, and 
a summary of these works are as follows:

- Irishtown Bridge on the N80 has had silt and vegetation removed from the eye of the 
bridge, improving capacity and conveyance

- At the Convent Bridge on the R422, the third eye has been cleaned and both the upstream 
and downstream approaches have had vegetation and silt build up removed.

- Works are ongoing on the stretch of river between the above-mentioned bridges clearing 
vegetation (above current low water level) with tree/limb cutting to commence next week to 
remove any potential impediments in the channel. Once vegetation is cleared, it is anticipated 
that bank repairs will be necessary where slippages are evident. Repairs will be undertaken as 
required.

- Any fallen trees and potential debris blockages have been removed when observed or upon 
receipt of notification of same.

- Cleaning of a number of feeder drains/streams to the Owenass and Barrow have taken 
place with further works planned throughout this month.

I recognise the critical importance of drainage maintenance to flood risk management and I 
have written to the Minister for Housing Planning and Local Government on the current fund-
ing constraints some Councils have highlighted to meet their statutory maintenance obligations. 
On an exceptional and once-off basis I have made available €50,000 to Laois County Council 
towards its overall costs for the drainage maintenance in 2018. 

The Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) study carried out by 
the Office of Public Works resulted in the publication of the Flood Risk Management Plans 
(FRMP’s). These FRMP’s identified a viable solution for the flooding problem in the town of 
Mountmellick, and the cost of implementing this plan is estimated at €4.7 million. As such, the 
Office of Public Works has allowed for this funding in its capital works budget. 

A steering group has been established for the progression of the Mountmellick project, and 
is made up of representatives from Laois County Council and the Office of Public Works. This 
steering group has been working together over the last number of months to collect the relevant 
data in order to compose a detailed brief for the procurement of engineering consultants, and 
it is hoped that this contract will be advertised by the end of the year. Once the consultants are 
procured, they will use the data collected throughout the CFRAM study, and the local data col-
lected by the steering group, to assess further the solution identified in the FRMP’s. The cost of 
implementing flood defences for the town will be reviewed in the light of this further analysis. 
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However, we are confident that the solution will remain cost beneficial. 

24/10/2018WRA03400Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRA0350068. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe 
cén céadatán den státseirbhís atá inniúil chun seirbhísí in a Roinn a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [43830/18]

24/10/2018WRA03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Mar fhreagra 
ar cheist an Teachta Dála, dearbhaím go bhfuil cúigear ball foirne i mo Roinn atá inniúil chun 
seirbhís a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge.  Is é seo a haon fán gcéad (1%) d’fhoireann na Roinne. 

I mo Roinn, ag glacadh le cinéal dá fheidhmeanna agus a chuid oibre, níl léibhéal ard do 
theagmháil dhíreach le daoine ón bpobal i gcoitinne. In ainneoin seo, leanann mo Roinn ar 
aghaidh le monatóireachta a dhéanamh ar leibhéal a gcuid éileamh sa Ghaeilge chun a cinntiú 
go gcomhlíontar é. 

Tá socruithe déanta chun cinntiú gur i ranna nach bhfuil baill foirne ar fáil atá liofacht sa 
Ghaeilge acu, nó áit nach bhfuil an duine mar seo ar fáil, tá baill foireann faoi leith ó ranna eile 
a sholáthraíonn an tseirbhís trí Gaeilge más gá.  

24/10/2018WRA03700Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

24/10/2018WRA0380069. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
tus of the issue of pension provision for community employee supervisors; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43892/18]

24/10/2018WRA0390089. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of community employment supervisors and provision of their payments under a Labour 
Court recommendation of 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43895/18]

24/10/2018WRA04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 69 and 89 together.

An issue which has been the subject of discussion by the Community Sector High Level 
Forum relates to community employment supervisors and assistant supervisors who have been 
seeking, through their union representatives, the allocation of Exchequer funding for the provi-
sion of a pension scheme. 

At the April 2017 meeting of the Forum, my Department outlined its intention to conduct 
a detailed scoping exercise in order to comprehensively examine and assess the full potential 
implications of the issues under consideration. In considering the particular matter referred to, 
regard must be had to the costs and precedent of such an arrangement were one to be created.

A meeting of the Forum took place on Thursday, 23 November 2017 where the findings of 
the scoping exercise were shared with members of the Forum.  A follow up meeting to deal with 
technical questions arising from the exercise took place on Friday, 15 December 2017.

It continues to be the position that state organisations are not the employer of the particular 
employees concerned and that it is not for the State to provide funding for such pension scheme 
provision. The employees in question are, or were, employees of private companies notwith-
standing the fact that the companies concerned are, or were, in receipt of State funding.
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  Question No. 70 answered orally.

24/10/2018WRA04200Drainage Schemes Status

24/10/2018WRA0430071. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 14 of 3 July 2018, if there have been recent discussions with the 
authorities in Northern Ireland in relation to the need to carry out drainage work on the River 
Erne in counties Cavan and Fermanagh; if a drainage scheme is under consideration due to the 
serious problems that arise in both counties caused by the River Erne flooding; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43868/18]

24/10/2018WRA04400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There are a 
number of watercourses including the River Erne that flow between the Republic of Ireland and 
Northern Ireland. The Office of Public Works (OPW) has a long-standing working relationship 
with the Department of Infrastructure, Rivers (Dfl Rivers) which is the competent authority for 
the implementation of the ‘EU Floods Directive’ in Northern Ireland.

In 2009, the OPW and Dfl Rivers agreed to establish a Cross-Border Co-ordination Group 
to co-ordinate the implementation of the ‘EU Floods Directive’ across the border. This work 
was supported by a Cross-Border Technical Co-ordination Group. These groups have met on a 
number of occasions to co-ordinate their respective work to screen and assess the flood risk and 
to prepare plans to manage flood risk in border areas.

The Erne Catchment was assessed under the OPW’s Catchment Flood Risk Assessment 
and Management Programme, in close co-operation with the Department for Infrastructure, 
Northern Ireland. The study considered increasing watercourse conveyance of the Erne system 
to lower water levels as a measure to reduce flood risk.  This study revealed that water levels in 
the majority of the Erne catchment in Ireland, remain unchanged regardless of any works that 
could be carried out in Northern Ireland.

The OPW does not have Arterial Drainage Schemes on the River Erne system in County 
Cavan and is not responsible for channel maintenance in the area in accordance with its statu-
tory requirements under the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945. However parts of the Erne Catchment 
are a Drainage District for which the local authority is responsible for ongoing maintenance.

  Question No. 72 answered orally.

24/10/2018WRA04600Flood Risk Management

24/10/2018WRA0470073. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the details 
of the management of the River Shannon as part of the managing flood risk in Ireland report; 
the timelines of the projects announced in the report; the annual funding allocation until 2027; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43919/18]

24/10/2018WRA04800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 3rd May, 
2018, I was delighted to launch 29 Flood Risk Management Plans and €1bn investment in flood 
risk over the coming decade.

These Plans are the output from the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
(CFRAM) Programme - the largest ever flood risk study carried out in the State.

The Plans set out the measures proposed to address the flood risk nationally, and include 19 
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new flood relief schemes to protect towns in the catchment of the Shannon River in particular, 
in addition to the scheme underway in Athlone due to be completed in 2020.

Eleven of these have been prioritised, as part of this ten year programme.  The OPW and the 
Local Authorities have been engaging pro-actively since the launch of the Plans to advance the 
implementation of these schemes including Springfield, Ballinasloe, Nenagh, Longford, Rahan, 
Castleconnell, Mohill, Leitrim, Clonaslee and Killaloe and for a viable scheme for the remain-
der of Limerick City, King’s Island and environs, following the completion advance works at 
Verdant Place, King’s Island.

An annual funding allocation for the national flood risk management policy has been al-
lowed for in the National Development Plan as follows:  €70m in 2018; €80m in 2019; €90m in 
2020 and €100m in 2021 and each year thereafter.

In January 2016, the Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group was 
established by Government to support the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Manage-
ment Programme and further enhance the on-going co-operation across all of the State agencies 
involved with the River Shannon, including ESB, Waterways Ireland, Bord na Móna, Inland 
Fisheries Ireland, the National Parks and Wildlife Service, OPW and the relevant local authori-
ties. The Shannon Group has taken a number of significant decisions since its establishment, 
including targeted maintenance at a number of locations, trialling the lowering of the levels on 
Lough Allen, studies to explore managing flood risk at the Callows and a feasible long term 
maintenance programme for the River Shannon.

24/10/2018WRA04900Flood Relief Schemes Status

24/10/2018WRA0500074. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the Ballybofey-Stranorlar flood relief scheme will be progressed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43905/18]

24/10/2018WRA05100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The flood 
relief scheme at Ballybofey and Stranorlar was not included in the initial phase of 50 flood re-
lief projects, throughout the country, that was announced on the 3rd May 2018. The proposed 
scheme is included in the second tranche of these schemes, to be progressed at a later date and 
within the 10 year investment timeframe announced on 3rd May.

However, in order to alleviate the situation in Ballybofey and Stranorlar, funding to the sum 
of €157,500 to Donegal County Council, has been approved under the OPW’s Minor Flood 
Relief Works Scheme, for the removal of vegetation and trees on embankments and also the 
construction of sumps / pumping areas. 

The OPW is currently in discussions with Donegal County Council to establish arrange-
ments and structures on how best to progress the flood relief schemes throughout Co. Donegal 
identified in the North West - Neagh Bann Flood Risk Assessment and Management Plan.

24/10/2018WRA05200Living Wage Implementation

24/10/2018WRA0530075. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to introduce a living wage for all civil servants and public sector workers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43906/18]

24/10/2018WRA0540088. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
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number of employees working in the public sector with salaries below the living wage; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [43899/18]

24/10/2018WRA05500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 75 and 88 together.

The actual number of employees working in the public sector with salaries below the living 
wage would require individual level data on the position of staff on each salary scale across the 
public service and details of the standard working hours per week for each individual grade. 
This data is not available to the Department.  

However, an analysis of the available pay band data indicates that some 96% of all public 
service staff are on salary points in excess of €25,000 per annum. The suggested wage at €11.90 
per hour based on the Civil Service 37 hour standard net working week equates to an annual 
salary of €22,975.   

More detailed data on Civil Service staff indicates that only some 1% of staff (FTE) in the 
Civil Service are on salary points less than €22,975.    

Any of those currently on an annual salary of less than €22,975 could be receiving remuner-
ation in excess of the suggested living wage through additional premium payments in respect 
of shift or atypical working hours or are on salary scales that progress to the suggested living 
wage through incremental progression. 

Pay increases within the public service are set through collective agreement. There are cur-
rently no plans to implement a living wage in the public service but pay increases under the 
Public Services Stability Agreement 2018-2020: 1% October 2018; 1% for those earning under 
€30,000 January 2019; 1.75% in September 2019 and 2% in October 2020 will further reduce 
those earning less than the suggested living wage.

24/10/2018WRA05600Departmental Reports

24/10/2018WRA0570076. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when the assessment of the balance between capital and current expenditure as recommended 
by the spending review 2018 analysis of OPW spending on State rents, July 2018 will be pub-
lished; when it commenced; the name and position of those undertaking the research; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43870/18]

24/10/2018WRA05800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Com-
missioners of Public Works have accepted the recommendation, in the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform Report on the Analysis of OPW Spending on State Rents that, further 
research / analysis is carried out into the balance between capital and current expenditure.

I am informed by my officials that discussions will commence with the Department of Pub-
lic Expenditure and Reform to agree the scope of the required analysis, whether the research is 
best carried out internally or externally and the most appropriate means of funding the required 
research.  I would anticipate that the necessary research will commence immediately following 
agreement on these issues.

  Question No. 77 answered with Question No. 67.

  Questions Nos. 78 and 79 answered orally.
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24/10/2018WRA06100Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRA0620080. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe 
cad iad na céimeanna atá tógtha aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bhfuil dóthain daoine ar fáil in a 
Roinn le seirbhísí a chur ar fáil dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge leis 
an státseirbhís; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [43829/18]

24/10/2018WRA06300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Is é An tSeirb-
hís um Cheapacháin Phoiblí (SCP), comhlacht reachtúil neamhspleách don Státseirbhís, oifig 
faoi choimirce mo Roinn. Chuireann an SCP comórtais seirbhisí ginearálta i bhfeidhm agus ina 
lán cásanna sruthanna Gaeilge a bhunú ins na comórtaisí sin.

Tá eolas maidir le líon na dtascanna ón SCP go Ranna na Státseirbhíse agus na hOifige do 
dhátheangaigh feidhmiúla i 2017 agus 2018 leagadh amach thíos. 

Grád    2017   2018   Iomlán   
OC 20 2 22
OF 4 0 4
OR 4 0 4
Árd-OF 1 0 1
PC 2 0 2
Iomlán 31 2 33

 D’eagraigh SCP comórtais do dhátheangaigh feidhmiúla ar leibhéal Oifigeach Cléireachais 
leis an dáta deiridh ar an 11 Méan Fomhair 2018. Chuir 259 daoine isteach ar an gcomórtas i 
gcomporáid leis na 14,000 hiarrtais don ghnáth chomórtas d’Oifigeach Cléireachais. 

Tá SCP chun comórtas eile a n-eagrú ag léibhéal Oifigeach Feidhmiúcháin.

Beidh fhios ag an Teachta Dála gur ábhar é seo a bhainenn le na Ranna agus na hOifigí 
aonair chun cinntiú go bhfuil a n-acmhainn acu chun freastal ar riachtanas dó siúd ar mian leo 
a gnóthaí a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge leis an Státseirbhís. 

24/10/2018WRA06400Public Procurement Contracts

24/10/2018WRA0650081. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
to review existing public procurement contracts in view of the liquidation and insolvencies of 
over 40 construction firms since the beginning of 2018 due to losses incurred from public con-
tracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43833/18]

24/10/2018WRA06600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am not aware 
of any published evidence that links recent construction company insolvencies and liquidations 
directly with the public works contracts.  Insolvency statistics published for Q1 2018 indicate 
the construction industry recorded 42 insolvencies (22% of the total number of insolvencies), 
a 17% increase on Q1 2017.  Published analysis points to legacy issues related to the property 
crash rather than the public works contracts as the cause of these insolvencies. 

The total capital expenditure channeled through the public works contracts accounts for 
approximately 20% of the total value of construction output (industry estimates put this at 
€19.5 billion for 2018).  Whilst it is accepted that a number of the insolvencies that have arisen 
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involve companies who were operating under public works contracts, those same companies 
would also have been operating under a range of the other forms of construction contract widely 
used by private sector construction clients.

Analysis undertaken in the UK in the wake of the collapse of Carillion has highlighted the 
low margins (between 1 – 2%) generally made by main contractors in a sector that is tradition-
ally seen as high risk.  Given the cultural similarities between the UK and Irish construction 
industries there is every reason to believe low margins are also prevalent in the Irish construc-
tion sector.  This culture must be addressed by the industry if it is to service its client base in a 
professional manner.

The impact of awarding contracts at low prices was highlighted in the Report on the Review 
of the Performance of the Public Works Contracts published in 2014.  A range of measures was 
recommended in that report to discourage unsustainably low pricing, amongst other aspects.  
Most of these measures have been implemented since 2016 and are designed to give contracting 
authorities much greater detail on the price make-up.

A further measure identified in the Report is the development of a medium term strategy for 
the procurement of public works projects.  Engagement with industry stakeholder bodies has 
recently commenced on that strategy which will outline the optimum means of procuring the 
necessary expertise to deliver public works projects in a sustainable, efficient and cost effective 
manner.

24/10/2018WRA06700Legislative Measures

24/10/2018WRA0680082. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when the 
Public Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Bill 2018 will be brought to Dáil Éireann; 
if the qualification for the application of the Bill will be backdated to when the Bill was pub-
lished rather than the date on which the Bill will be enacted; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43917/18]

24/10/2018WRA0690083. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when leg-
islation to increase the compulsory retirement age for public servants will be introduced; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [43831/18]

24/10/2018WRA0700090. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of public sector employees over 65 years of age that have been allowed carry on in their 
positions of work; if they continue on the rate of pay they were on when reaching 65 years of 
age; if not, if the rate differs; if so, the criteria used to set the pay rate; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43879/18]

24/10/2018WRA07100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 82, 83 and 90 together.

The Public Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Bill 2018, which was published on 
9 July, provides for an increase in the compulsory retirement age to 70, for the majority of pub-
lic servants recruited prior to 1 April 2004.  These public servants generally have a compulsory 
retirement age of 65 at present, which is provided for under statute.  The Bill passed all stages 
in the Seanad on 17 July and is provisionally scheduled for Second Stage in the Dail on the 25th 
of this month.  The Bill is being treated as a priority with the intention of securing enactment as 
soon as possible in the current term.

Interim arrangements are in place to accommodate public servants who reach the age of 65 
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before the commencement of the Bill.   The interim arrangements, which have to respect the 
current statutory position of the compulsory retirement age of 65, allow pre 2004 public ser-
vants to retire and be rehired for one year only, until they reach the age of 66.  Existing retire 
and rehire arrangements operating in the various sectors are being used to facilitate affected 
public servants.    

On the issue of  whether the legislation will be backdated to the date of publication of the 
Bill, I appreciate that there are individual public servants who have availed of the interim ar-
rangements, whereby they have been facilitated to remain at work between the age of 65 and 66, 
and who would like to be covered by the new legislation.  Unfortunately, this is not something 
that can be facilitated.  The legislation will come into effect from the date of its commencement.  
Until then, the current statutory position of the compulsory retirement age of 65 must be re-
spected.  This requires public servants to retire at the age of 65 and those availing of the interim 
arrangements have done so and received their pension benefits, subject to pension abatement.      

On that basis they are in a different position to those existing public servants who reach the 
age of 65 after this legislation has commenced. If the interim arrangements had not existed, 
those availing of the interim arrangements would have had to cease working at age 65.  

The general policy across the public service, subject to overall policy considerations includ-
ing the demand for scarce skills etc., is that where a retired employee is re-hired, they are paid at 
the minimum point of the relevant scale, rather than at the pay point they had reached when they 
retired.  This practice is continuing in the context of the interim arrangements.   In most cases, 
the combination of the pension in payment and the new salary brings the person back up to the 
income level they had reached before they retired. However, after the date of commencement of 
the Bill, the interim arrangements will no longer be required as public servants reaching the age 
of 65 will be able to remain at work up to the age of 70, if they so wish, on current terms and 
conditions. Incremental progression will continue up to the date of retirement and additional 
service will count towards pension accrual subject to the statutory maximum of 40 years. 

In terms of the numbers of public servants who have availed of the interim arrangements, I 
would not have access to numbers for the individual public service sectors.  In the Civil Service, 
for which I have responsibility, I am aware that fewer than 100 people availed of retention in 
the six months after the arrangements were announced. 

24/10/2018WRA07200Public Sector Pensions

24/10/2018WRA0730084. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
in respect of the establishment of a supplementary pension in relation to public service pen-
sions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43834/18]

24/10/2018WRA07400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A supplemen-
tary pension scheme has been in place since 1995 for those public servants recruited between 
1995 and 2012, whose public service pension is integrated with the Contributory State Pension 
(CSP).

This integration with the CSP means that the public service pension paid to them is based on 
the assumption that they will also receive the CSP at the maximum personal rate on retirement, 
in addition to the occupational pension paid to them.

Where a post-1995 recruited public servant retires before reaching state pension age (cur-
rently 66, rising to 67 in 2021 and 68 in 2028) they are not entitled to the CSP until reaching that 
qualifying age. In these circumstances, a public servant may qualify, subject to certain eligibil-
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ity conditions, for a supplementary pension to make up the difference between the amount of 
the occupational pension to which they are entitled and the amount they would have received if 
their occupational pension was not integrated.

A public service pensioner may only qualify for a supplementary pension if they are not 
engaged in paid employment, do not qualify for social insurance benefit or fail to qualify for 
such benefit at less than the maximum rate, and their failure to qualify is due to causes outside 
their control.

The Single Public Service Pension Scheme (Single Scheme), which was introduced on 1 
January 2013 under the Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 
2012, applies to all first-time new entrants to the public service from that date and represented 
a key reform initiative aimed at securing the provision of affordable occupational pensions into 
the long term future in the public service.

The terms and rules of the Single Scheme – which are fundamentally different to the su-
perannuation arrangements of all public servants recruited before 1 January 2013 – make no 
provision for the concept or award of supplementary pensions for any new entrants joining any 
public service group on or after 1 January 2013.

However, unlike the pre-existing public service pension schemes, the minimum pension 
age for the majority of Single Scheme members is aligned to the Contributory State Pension 
qualifying age and is currently set at age 66, rising to age 67 in 2021 and age 68 in 2028 while 
the maximum pension age  upon which a Scheme member must retire is 70.  I have no plans to 
review the provisions currently provided for under the Single Scheme.

By way of further information, the Public Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Bill 
2018, which was published on 9 July, provides for an increase in the compulsory retirement 
age to 70, for the majority of public servants recruited prior to 1 April 2004.    The Bill is being 
treated as a priority with the intention of securing enactment as soon as possible in the current 
term

24/10/2018WRA07500Construction Contracts

24/10/2018WRA0760085. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
to introduce regulations, new practices or legislation to offer enhanced protection to sub-con-
tractors that are engaged on State projects in which the main contractor ceases trading resulting 
in reduced or no payment to the subcontractor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43880/18]

24/10/2018WRA07700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Legislation 
has already been introduced to address poor payment practices in the construction sector.  The 
Construction Contracts Act was first introduced by Senator Feargal Quinn and enacted with 
Government Support in 2013.   Commenced by Statutory Instrument in July 2016, it applies 
to all construction contracts (as defined in the Act), public or private sector, whether they are 
written or oral and whether they include payment provisions or not. The Act imposes minimum 
payment requirements and provides the necessary tools to enforce those payments between the 
main contractor and their sub-contractors and so on down the supply chain.

The Capital Works Management Framework (CWMF) was comprehensively updated to re-
flect the provisions of the Construction Contracts Act 2013 in June 2016.  The CWMF includes 
a suite of template tender documents and contracts which public bodies must use when procur-
ing contractors on public works projects.
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The Act provides important statutory protections for subcontractors in the construction in-
dustry and includes:

- a maximum payment interval of 30 days and a requirement to honour payment requests 
within 30 days for sub-contractors;

- a right to suspension for non-payment; 

- a right to refer a payment dispute to adjudication; and

- the prohibition of arrangements that make entitlement to payment conditional on certain  
events, (e.g. ‘pay when paid’ clauses, which delay payments until the payer has, in turn, been 
paid), which were prevalent in most forms of sub-contract.

Whilst much of the interest from industry surrounding the Act was centred on the introduc-
tion of adjudication, it is the discipline that the legislation imposes on payments that appears 
to be largely ignored.  Arguably these are the most important provisions in the Act but sub-
contractors must be proactive in enforcing their entitlements with the contractor for payments 
that are due.

The Act does not cut across the normal rules for company liquidation/receivership and so 
where this arises the only route for recovery is through the normal insolvency process.  How-
ever the magnitude of the exposure that many sub-contractors currently face upon the insol-
vency of a contractor would not arise if the provision for payments were insisted upon and   the 
remedies available were exercised where payment is not forthcoming.

Responsibility for administration of the Act lies with my colleague the Minister for Busi-
ness, Enterprise and Innovation, Heather Humphreys T.D.

24/10/2018WRA07800Departmental Expenditure

24/10/2018WRA0790086. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the con-
trols in place to prevent Departments from breaching their expenditure ceilings in a given year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43918/18]

24/10/2018WRA08000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Managing 
expenditure within the overall fiscal parameters has been a key factor in ensuring that our fiscal 
targets have been achieved. A key responsibility of each Minister and Department is delivering 
public services efficiently and effectively within their budgetary allocations. The Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform is in regular contact with all other Departments and Offices 
to ensure that expenditure is being managed in line with not only Departmental allocations but 
also within the overall fiscal parameters. Each month, the drawdown of funds from the Exche-
quer is reported on against published expenditure profiles in the Fiscal Monitor, published by 
the Department of Finance. 

However, given the scale of Government expenditure, €61.8 billion in aggregate for gross 
voted expenditure in the Revised Estimates Volume (REV) 2018,  and the cash basis of Gov-
ernment accounting, the need for Supplementary Estimates can arise for a number of reasons, 
including policy decisions, timing issues, and overspends. 

As outlined in Expenditure Report 2019, as a result of policy decisions, including in relation 
to the provision of a 100 per cent Christmas Bonus to social welfare recipients and additional 
capital for the Department of Housing, and expenditure pressures in particular in the Health 
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sector, the gross voted expenditure outturn for the year is now estimated at €62.8 billion, an 
increase of €1 billion relative to the gross voted expenditure amount in REV 2018.

Looking at the overall fiscal parameters, the Summer Economic Statement (SES) 2018, set 
out a General Government deficit of 0.2 per cent of GDP, or €780 million, for 2018. As outlined 
in Budget 2019, this General Government deficit target is now projected to be over-achieved, 
with the forecast General Government deficit for this year being 0.1 per cent of GDP, or €315 
million, after taking account of the additional voted expenditure of €1 billion.

Given this overall fiscal context, the Government has agreed an increase in the expenditure 
ceiling for the year, and Supplementary Estimates will be presented to Dáil Éireann in this re-
gard.

A key element of the increase in gross voted expenditure is an expenditure overrun in Health 
of €645 million, with an additional €55 million being required for a shortfall in receipts.  As I 
outlined in my statement to the Dáil on Budget day, I continue to look at choices that we have 
to make in healthcare regarding how we can accompany all time high levels of investment with 
improved governance, accountability, effectiveness and value for money.

24/10/2018WRA08100Flood Relief Schemes Funding

24/10/2018WRA0820087. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 110 of 3 July 2018, if specific funding will be allocated in 2019 
to a local authority (details supplied) to carry out essential drainage improvement works due 
to consistent flooding problems at a location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43869/18]

24/10/2018WRA08300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The river and 
areas referred to by the Deputy, are designated Drainage Districts and Cavan County Council is 
statutorily responsible for their ongoing maintenance. Funding in 2019 for these maintenance 
works is allocated to the Council by the Minister for Housing Planning and Local Government.

Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to investi-
gate and address, and County Councils may carry out flood mitigation works using their own 
resources.  

The OPW operates the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme to 
provide funding to Local Authorities to undertake minor flood mitigation works or studies to 
address localised flooding and coastal protection problems within their administrative areas.  
This Scheme’s eligibility criteria, including a requirement that any measures are cost beneficial, 
are published on the OPW website, www.opw.ie. Any application received is considered in 
accordance with the scheme eligibility criteria, and having regard to the overall availability of 
resources for flood risk management. To date, the OPW has approved up to €400,000 to Cavan 
County Council under this scheme. 

Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 75.

Question No. 89 answered with Question No. 69.

Question No. 90 answered with Question No. 82.

24/10/2018WRB00250Public Sector Pay
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24/10/2018WRB0030091. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if recent 
comments concerning circumstances in which some nursing staff may not be awarded the same 
increases offered to other public sector staff under the agreement to deal with pay inequality are 
accurate; the legislation under which such measures could be implemented; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43951/18]

24/10/2018WRB00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under the 
Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 (PSSA), which was negotiated last year, it was 
agreed by all parties that there would be an examination of remaining salary scale issues in 
respect of post January 2011 recruits at entry grades. This examination was informed by the 
Report to the Houses of the Oireachtas submitted by me as Minister,  in accordance with Sec-
tion 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act on 16 March last.  Following discussions 
between Public Service Employers and the Public Services Committee of ICTU, agreement 
was reached on a measure to address the issues identified.  

The cost of this measure during the remaining term of the PSSA is €75m (€27m in 2019 and 
€48m in 2020). Provision for the additional cost has been provided for in Budget 2019.

In general, the agreement provides for two separate interventions which will take place at 
point 4 and point 8 of pay scales. The practical effect of this is that for ‘new entrants’ the rel-
evant points on the scale will be bypassed thereby reducing the time spent (by bypassing two 
increment points) on the scale for progression to the maximum point. The average individual 
benefit arising across all sectors is approximately €3,300 which is in addition to the pay benefits 
provided for under the Agreement and legislation of 7.4% to 6.2% (up to 10% for new entrants 
post 2012) which were already weighted in favour of new entrants and the lower paid.  

The benefits under the measure will be effective from 1 March 2019 and will, in accordance 
with Paragraph 4.1.3 of the Agreement itself, be restricted to Parties adhering to the Public Ser-
vice Stability Agreement 2018-2020.

Section 8 of the Public Service Stability Agreement 2017-2020 (PSSA) precludes industrial 
action, cost increasing claims and claims relating to pay. 

Section 3 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 (PSPP Act) distinguishes be-
tween ‘covered’ and ‘non-covered’ public servants. If a Union ceases to abide by the terms of 
the PSSA, public servants who are members of that Union will become non-covered public 
servants. 

Non-covered public servants are subject to a 9 month delay in each pay restoration/increase; 
freezing of incremental progression until end 2020; a less favourable regime in relation to ad-
ditional pension contributions and are excluded from benefits arising from the Reports of the 
Public Service Pay Commission or measures relating to New Entrants.

24/10/2018WRB00500Capital Expenditure Programme

24/10/2018WRB0060092. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if Depart-
ments retain capital funding in the event that they underspend capital expenditure at the end of 
the year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43920/18]

24/10/2018WRB00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Planned capi-
tal expenditure can be delayed for a variety of reasons. Because of this, Departments are permit-
ted to carry over unspent capital up to a maximum of 10 per cent of their Voted capital allocation 
from the current year into the next financial year.  Statutory provision for capital carryover by 
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way of “deferred surrender” to the Exchequer was made in Section 91 of the Finance Act 2004.

The Act requires that capital carryover sums be specified by Vote in the Appropriation Act 
for the year from which moneys are carried.  

To allow spending of the capital carryover amounts, I am required as Minister for Public 
Expenditure & Reform to make an Order no later than 31 March of that year determining the 
capital carryover amounts by subhead which will be available for expenditure on those sub-
heads consistent with the amounts by Vote included in the Appropriation Act.  Dáil approval of 
the draft Ministerial Order is required before I can make the Order.  Once the order is made, the 
carryover amounts become a first charge against the subheads concerned.  If the carryover sums 
are not spent in the next financial year, they must be surrendered to the Central Fund.  

24/10/2018WRB00800EU Funding

24/10/2018WRB0090093. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he has held discussions with the European Commission in relation to the possible allocation 
of additional funding for the Border region in view of the particular challenges that will arise 
in the area following Brexit and the need to improve infrastructure to assist existing businesses 
remain competitive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43655/18]

24/10/2018WRB01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As I am sure 
the Deputy will agree, the EU-funded INTERREG and PEACE programmes continue to act 
as important drivers of regional development for the border region of Ireland and for Northern 
Ireland.  The current INTERREG Programme has a total value of €282 million and is aimed 
at promoting economic, social and territorial cohesion.  The current PEACE Programme has a 
total value of €270 million and aims to promote peace and reconciliation in Northern Ireland 
and the border counties of Ireland. 

Ever since the UK referendum on EU membership the Government’s clear and consistent 
position has been that it is committed to the successful implementation of the current pro-
grammes and to successor arrangements post-2020.  My officials and I have been working with 
the European Commission at all levels to ensure that this important source of funding for the 
border region continues post-Brexit.

I am pleased, therefore, that the Government’s ambition for the programmes was reflected 
in last December’s EU-UK Joint Report on Brexit in which both parties undertook to honour 
their commitments to the PEACE and INTERREG programmes under the current Multian-
nual Financial Framework and to examine the possibilities for future support favourably.  This 
was matched by a commitment from the Commission to propose the continuation of the pro-
grammes in its proposal for the next MFF covering the period 2021-2027.   

This has now happened, and I warmly welcome the Commission’s recent proposal for a 
special new PEACE PLUS programme which will build on and continue the work of succes-
sive PEACE and INTERREG programmes.  My officials and I are continuing to work with the 
Commission on the development of this new programme to ensure that the challenges facing 
the border region are addressed. 

24/10/2018WRB01100Flood Relief Schemes Status

24/10/2018WRB0120094. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
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when he will advance the flood relief works along the Sullane River at Ballyvourney to con-
struction; the duration of the works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43882/18]

24/10/2018WRB01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised 
by the Commissioners of Public Works that the Baile Mhúirne and Ballymakeera Flood Relief 
scheme is currently at outline design stage, and the preferred options for the scheme are in the 
process of being finalised.

The River Sullane has a history of freshwater pearl mussels, which have protected status as 
an Annex II listed species under the EU Habitats Directive.  An environmental survey was car-
ried out to establish the status of the population and the likely impact of any works. 

Given the impact the proposed works could have on the Fresh Water Pearl Mussel popula-
tion, a proposal to translocate Fresh Water Pearl Mussel from the River Sullane and re-intro-
duce them post works was submitted to the NPWS and the Department of Culture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht .

The submission was approved, allowing the scheme preparations to progress to site investi-
gation, which will inform the preferred options for the scheme.  A site investigation was com-
pleted in Q3 2018 and the results will further assist in determining the preferred options, and in 
refining construction cost estimates.

A second Public Information Day was held in March 2018 and the emerging preferred op-
tion was presented to members of the public and relevant stakeholders. A public exhibition of 
the preferred scheme is expected to take place in Spring 2019. 

When these stages are successfully completed and, subject to the proposals being  accepted 
by the public and the stakeholders, and the scheme being technically, environmentally and 
economically viable, the scheme will then proceed to formal Confirmation by the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995, and detailed 
design stage,  following which the scheme can progress to construction stage.

My Office continues to liaise with Cork County Council and local representatives on this 
Scheme.

24/10/2018WRB01400Departmental Budgets

24/10/2018WRB0150095. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
sources of funding to be utilised for supplementary estimates in the coming months; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43897/18]

24/10/2018WRB01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Summer 
Economic Statement (SES) 2018, set out a General Government deficit of 0.2 per cent of GDP, 
or €780 million, for 2018. As outlined in Budget 2019, this General Government deficit target 
is now projected to be over-achieved, with the forecast General Government deficit for this year 
being 0.1 per cent of GDP or €315 million.

As outlined in Expenditure Report 2019, as a result of policy decisions, including in relation 
to the provision of a 100 per cent Christmas Bonus to social welfare recipients and additional 
capital funding for the Department of Housing, and expenditure pressures in particular in the 
Health sector, the gross voted expenditure outturn for the year is now estimated at €62.8 billion, 
an increase of €1 billion relative to the gross voted expenditure amount in the SES.
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As outlined in the Expenditure Report 2019, at the end of September PRSI receipts were 
over €150 million ahead of profile, and it is currently projected that PRSI receipts will finish 
the year c. €250 million higher than projected in the Revised Estimates Volume (REV) 2018. In 
addition, other Departmental receipts, or appropriations-in-aid, are anticipated to finish the year 
c. €0.2 billion ahead of profile. It is because of this additional revenue, along with higher than 
anticipated Exchequer tax receipts, higher-than-projected non tax revenues, and lower non-
voted current expenditure, that the increase in gross voted expenditure can be accommodated, 
while at the same time seeing an improvement in the General Government deficit.

24/10/2018WRB01700Naval Service

24/10/2018WRB0180096. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if letters of invita-
tion are being issued to Naval Service reservists to transfer to the Naval Service; and his views 
whether this is an appropriate method of recruitment for the Defence Forces. [44069/18]

24/10/2018WRB01900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Naval Ser-
vice Reserve (NSR) is an important component of the Defence Forces and there are 125 effec-
tive personnel in the NSR (as at end August). 

I am informed by the military authorities that an informal query was issued by a staff officer 
in the Reserve Defence Force (RDF) Directorate to ascertain if any Naval Service Reservists 
were interested in joining the Permanent Defence Force in the future. The military authorities 
has confirmed that no letters of invitation to transfer to the Naval Service from the Reserve have 
been issued.

The RDF has typically been a source of recruitment to the PDF and over the years people 
who have joined the Army Reserve or Naval Service Reserve have subsequently pursued a full 
time military career. 

24/10/2018WRB02000Brexit Issues

24/10/2018WRB0210097. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he discussed the draft Bill that has been drawn up in France for a no-deal Brexit with his 
French counterpart at the October 2018 EU Council. [43889/18]

24/10/2018WRB02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Min-
ister of State McEntee and I had a bilateral meeting with the French Minister for European 
Affairs, Nathalie Loiseau in Luxembourg on Tuesday, 16 October. At the meeting, Minister 
McEntee and I were briefed by Minister Loiseau on the French Bill on preparedness and con-
tingency planning, which was published on 3 October.I also provided Minister Loiseau with 
an update on recent Government decisions on Brexit preparedness and contingency planning.   
We continue to engage with our European partners, both bilaterally and through the European 
Commission, on contingency planning and Brexit preparedness.

The European Commission has also offered guidance regarding potential consequences re-
sulting from various Brexit scenarios through over 80 preparedness notices.  Where planning is 
focused on areas of exclusive EU or mixed competence, the role of the Commission will be of 
great importance and we continue to engage actively with the Commission on this work.  

24/10/2018WRB02300Human Rights Investigations
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24/10/2018WRB0240098. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
the case of a person (details supplied) has been raised at EU level; the action taken by the EU 
in relation to this matter; if he has raised this issue with the Saudi Embassy in Dublin; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44082/18]

24/10/2018WRB02500110. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on the disappearance of a person (details suppled) and diplomatic relations with 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44233/18]

24/10/2018WRB02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 98 and 110 together. 

The case referred to by the Deputies was discussed at the EU Foreign Affairs Council in 
Brussels on 15 October.  All were in agreement that an investigation into the case is the priority 
now.  Since then Saudi Arabia has confirmed that Mr Khashoggi was killed in the Saudi Arabian 
Consulate in Istanbul. We heard further shocking details from the Turkish President yesterday, 
however we still do not have all the facts of the case. High Representative Federica Mogherini 
has issued a statement on behalf of the European Union insisting on the need for a thorough, 
credible and transparent investigation, shedding proper clarity on the circumstances of the kill-
ing and ensuring full accountability of all those responsible for it.  Ireland supports calls for 
the completion of this investigation. I would also like to express my deepest condolences to Mr 
Khashoggi’s family. 

As I mentioned in the Dáil last week, I met with the Saudi Ambassador, H.E. Mr Nail bin 
Ahmed Al-Jubeir, on 18 October and stressed the widespread shock caused by the case and the 
necessity for a credible and open investigation. It is imperative that the ongoing investigation 
gets to the facts of the case and ensures that those responsible for the killing are held account-
able. 

While there are clearly very serious questions to answer, we must allow the investigation to 
proceed now, and await its outcome. Once the investigation is complete we can consider next 
steps. Our approach will be in tandem with our EU partners and these will depend on the next 
steps taken by Saudi authorities.

Freedom of expression is a fundamental right under international human rights law. Journal-
ists play a vital role in holding governments to account. Ireland has consistently raised issues of 
human rights in Saudi Arabia, at bilateral, EU and international level. Ireland makes its position 
known through Ireland’s Embassy in Riyadh, through the Saudi Embassy in Dublin, and in co-
operation with the EU delegation in Riyadh and other EU Member States. Ireland will continue 
to raise concerns about human rights issues directly with the Saudi authorities, and at EU and 
international levels, whenever appropriate opportunities arise. 

24/10/2018WRB02700Northern Ireland

24/10/2018WRB0280099. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if the Northern Ireland Executive will be reconvened by March 2019. [43890/18]

24/10/2018WRB02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
the Northern Ireland Assembly elections of March 2017, the Irish and British Governments, as 
co-guarantors of the Agreement, have worked tirelessly to support and facilitate the parties in 
their efforts to form a new power-sharing Executive.Unfortunately, to date, it has not proved 
possible to reach an agreement on the formation of an Executive, despite intensive engagement.  
The absence of the Executive also means that that North South Ministerial Council cannot 
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meet.    I am currently engaging with Secretary of State Bradley on how both Governments 
can most effectively secure the effective operation of all of the institutions of the Good Friday 
Agreement.  I met with Secretary of State Bradley in Dublin on 17 September and again in 
Belfast on 8 October.

Both Governments are continuing to engage with all of the political parties to seek a way 
forward to get the Institutions up and running again.  All parties have re-affirmed their commit-
ment to operating the devolved institutions and have provided views on their key concerns and 
issues. 

In the period ahead, I believe a new political process is required to get beyond the current 
impasse and secure the necessary agreement between the parties on operating the devolved 
institutions again.

I do not underestimate the way to go in achieving that, but I firmly believe that a resolution 
is possible and that the calls from across all sections of the community in Northern Ireland for 
the devolved institutions to operate will be heeded.

The Government will continue to do everything in its power, in accordance with its respon-
sibilities as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, to secure the effective operation of 
all of the institutions of the Agreement.

24/10/2018WRB03000Brexit Issues

24/10/2018WRB03100100. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the study conducted by the British Government and 
the European Commission which listed 142 cross-Border activities on the island of Ireland 
that would be negatively impacted by Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44130/18]

24/10/2018WRB03200101. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade when the study conducted by the British Government and the European Commission 
which listed 142 cross-Border activities on the island of Ireland that would be impacted by 
Brexit will be published. [44131/18]

24/10/2018WRB03300102. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the 142 areas of cross-Border activity identified in a study commissioned by the Brit-
ish Government and the European Commission which are at risk according to a joint report 
between the UK Government and the EU Commission published on 8 December 2017 (details 
supplied). [44132/18]

24/10/2018WRB03400103. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if contributions by the Government into the study conducted by the British Government 
and the European Commission which listed 142 cross-Border activities on the island of Ireland 
that would be impacted by Brexit will be made public. [44133/18]

24/10/2018WRB03500104. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the areas of European Union legal and policy framework which impact on the 142 areas 
of cross-Border activities. [44134/18]

24/10/2018WRB03600105. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the Government undertook its own mapping exercise of those areas of co-operation 
that exist between the North and South as a result of the Good Friday Agreement that will be 
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impacted by Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44135/18]

24/10/2018WRB03700106. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on whether a no deal Brexit will have serious and significant consequences 
for the 142 areas of North-South co-operation identified by the British Government and EU 
Commission in a mapping exercise carried out in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44136/18]

24/10/2018WRB03800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 100 to 106, inclusive, together.

The North South co-operation we enjoy today brings tangible benefits to the daily lives of 
people in the border region and contributes to economic opportunity and development.  It is 
also a very practical outworking of the peace process which allows for the normalisation of 
relationships between people across the island, to mutual benefit. 

The Government is therefore firmly focused on protecting the full range of areas in which 
North South cooperation exists today in the context of the ongoing negotiations between the EU 
and the UK, and in doing so works closely with the Commission Taskforce.  This includes our 
involvement in discussions, where appropriate, while respecting the negotiations structures that 
have been mandated by the European Council.  

At the request of the EU and UK Coordinators for the High Level Dialogue on Ireland/
Northern Ireland, officials carried out detailed work over October and November 2017 to map 
out areas of cooperation that operate on a North South basis on the island of Ireland and which 
rely on EU law and policies. 

This included looking at the six North South implementation bodies, the areas of coopera-
tion under the North South Ministerial Council, which cover agriculture, environment, health, 
education, transport and tourism; as well as other areas where there is practical cooperation 
between North and South, including justice and security, energy, broadcasting and communica-
tions, inland fisheries, sport and culture.

It has been made public that an initial listing established over 140 areas of North-South co-
operation within this framework.  This number was identified in the early stages of the process 
and was not prepared by the Irish Government.  The listing provided a basis for further discus-
sions in the course of the dialogue. 

The exercise overall highlighted how the maintenance and future development of meaning-
ful North South cooperation relies on the EU legal and policy frameworks to give direction to 
this   cooperation and to facilitate its operation.  The EU frameworks are both overarching and 
the foundation to North South cooperation in many instances.  Much of the cooperation is inter-
connected, mutually supporting and complementary; it is not easily quantifiable.

The Joint Report agreed by the EU and UK negotiators on 8 December 2017 acknowledged 
that cooperation between Ireland and Northern Ireland is a central part of the Good Friday 
Agreement, and that the UK departure from the Union gives rise to substantial challenges to 
the maintenance and development of North-South cooperation.  The UK has accordingly com-
mitted to protecting and supporting continued North-South cooperation across the full range of 
contexts and frameworks of cooperation, including the continued operation of the North-South 
implementation bodies.  This is further reflected in the draft Protocol on Ireland and Northern 
Ireland, including in Article 8, the text of which has been marked green, meaning that it is 
agreed at negotiator level. 

As the mapping exercise was conducted by the EU and UK in the course of their dialogue 
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on Ireland and Northern Ireland, joint publication of a final report is ultimately a matter for the 
EU and UK. 

24/10/2018WRB03900British-Irish Co-operation

24/10/2018WRB04000107. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on his conversations with British Government Ministers and officials to 
protect and support continued North-South and east-west co-operation across the full range of 
political, economic, security, societal and agricultural contexts and frameworks of cooperation 
including the continued operation of the north-south implementation bodies. [44137/18]

24/10/2018WRB04100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): While 
the UK’s decision to leave the EU has serious implications for Ireland, we maintain a strong 
and constructive bilateral relationship with the UK government.  We are fully committed to 
developing and enhancing this relationship over the coming years and to working together 
as co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement to support the totality of relationships across 
these islands.  Additionally, we will work to secure the closest possible positive relationship 
between the UK and the European Union.The Taoiseach and I have extensively engaged on 
behalf of the Government with our counterparts in the British government in support of the full 
implementation and effective operation of the Good Friday Agreement.   In addition, the British 
Irish Intergovernmental Conference met on 25 July to discuss issues of mutual interest to the 
Irish and British Governments, in accordance with the Good Friday Agreement, with the Irish 
Government represented by the Minister for Justice and Equality, Mr. Charles Flanagan TD 
and myself, acting as co-chair.  The Conference discussed legacy issues, security co-operation, 
East-West bilateral issues, and political stability in Northern Ireland.  Preparations for the next 
meeting of the Conference are actively underway.

At the British Irish Intergovernmental Conference and in my ongoing engagement with the 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, I of course strongly emphasise the centrality of North 
South Cooperation and the North South Ministerial Council to the Good Friday Agreement, and 
the imperative for both Governments as co-guarantors, to continue to work together to support 
the effective operation of the interlocking institutions of the Agreement. 

At present, in the absence of a Northern Ireland Executive, it is not possible for the NSMC 
to meet and to bring the Government and Executive together to oversee ongoing North South 
work and further develop cooperation.  Notwithstanding the current political situation, the North 
South Implementation Bodies continue to carry out their important public functions in line with 
their mandates and to deliver economic and social benefits for people across the island. 

The Joint Report agreed by the EU and UK negotiators on 8 December 2017 acknowledged 
that cooperation between Ireland and Northern Ireland is a central part of the Good Friday 
Agreement, and that the UK departure from the European Union gives rise to substantial chal-
lenges to the maintenance and development of North-South cooperation.  The UK has accord-
ingly committed to protecting and supporting continued North-South cooperation across the 
full range of contexts and frameworks of cooperation, including the continued operation of the 
North-South implementation bodies.

In respect of East-West cooperation, the Government also actively engages in the work of 
the British Irish Council (BIC), as the institution of the Agreement to promote the mutually 
beneficial development of relationships between the two sovereign Governments, the devolved 
Administrations and the other Administrations of the Council. 
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In addition to cooperation and engagement within the framework of the Good Friday Agree-
ment, Government Ministers also continue to meet with their British Government counterparts 
to support and advance bilateral cooperation between Ireland and the UK, across all relevant 
sectors and policy areas.  In recent weeks, I have met with my counterpart, Foreign Secretary 
Jeremy Hunt MP, and the Secretary to the Cabinet Office David Lidington, where we have had 
good discussions on the bilateral relationship between Ireland and the UK. 

24/10/2018WRB04200Ministerial Meetings

24/10/2018WRB04300108. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to meet the Majority Leader of the United States of America Senate Mr. Mitch Mc-
Connell by the end of 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44212/18]

24/10/2018WRB04400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government engages frequently with the US Administration and US elected representatives, 
both Republican and Democrat, on all aspects of the US-Ireland relationship and on other issues 
of mutual concern.   The St. Patrick’s Day period in Washington, D.C., provides an excellent 
opportunity for such substantive engagement, and I can confirm that the Taoiseach met with 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell in March, along with very many other US elected 
representatives.  I hope to travel to Washington, D.C., after the mid-term elections, for a series 
of political and other engagements.  The Embassy of Ireland in Washington, D.C., will prepare 
my programme for that visit and I would very much welcome the opportunity to meet with the 
US Senate Majority Leader at that time, as well as other key Congressional representatives.   

24/10/2018WRB04500Ministerial Communications

24/10/2018WRB04600109. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has spoken recently with his South African counterpart; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44213/18]

24/10/2018WRB04700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I can confirm that I have not spoken recently with the Foreign Minister of South Af-
rica, Ms Lindiwe Sisulu.  While I met with a number of my counterparts during the United Na-
tions General Assembly in September, I did not meet with Foreign Minister Sisulu, as a meeting 
between Ireland and South Africa was held at Head of State or Government level between the 
Taoiseach and President Ramaphosa.

In October last year, I travelled to Pretoria to co-chair the 5th Session of the South Africa-
Ireland Partnership Forum, along with Deputy Minister of International Relations and Coop-
eration of the Republic of South Africa, Mr Luwellyn Landers. The forum is a valuable op-
portunity to reaffirm the close relationship and ties between South Africa and Ireland, offering 
the chance to also look towards future cooperation in areas such as agriculture, education, the 
energy sector, trade and investment and multilateralism.

Officials in my Department engage regularly with South Africa, primarily through the Irish 
Embassy in Pretoria, and with the Embassy of South Africa in Dublin.  The South Africa-
Ireland Partnership Forum is a valuable part of that regular engagement, with officials from 
Ireland and South Africa scheduled to meet in that format next month for a mid-term review of 
the partnership.  That review will inform the next meeting at Ministerial level.

Question No. 110 answered with Question No. 98.
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24/10/2018WRB04900Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRB05000111. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Tánaiste agus Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha agus 
Trádála cad iad na céimeanna atá tógtha aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bhfuil dóthain daoine 
ar fáil in a Roinn le seirbhísí a chur ar fáil dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a dhéanamh trí 
Ghaeilge leis an státseirbhís; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44386/18]

24/10/2018WRB05100112. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Tánaiste agus Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha agus 
Trádála cén céadatán den státseirbhís atá inniúil chun seirbhísí in a Roinn a chur ar fáil trí 
Ghaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44400/18]

24/10/2018WRB05200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Mo-
laim Ceisteanna Uimh. 111 go 112, cuimsitheach, a fhreagairt le chéile.

Cé nach ndéanann mo Roinn inniúlacht sa Ghaeilge a mheas go foirmiúil don chuid is mó 
de rólanna, ta líon suntasach dár bhfoireann inniúil lena gcuid ghnó a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge. 
Is féidir leis na hoifigigh seo iad féin a chur chun tosaigh le gloanna a ghlacadh as Gaeilge agus 
seirbhísí a sholáthar trí Ghaeilge nuair is gá, agus go dtí seo tá sé déanta ag 56 oifigeach. Tá 
trí ról faoi leith ag mo Roinn ag a bhfuil an Ghaeilge riachtanach; an tOifigeach Gaeilge agus 
dá ról seirbhís chustaiméara sa tSeirbhís Pas. Líonadh na rólanna sin ag oifigigh a rinneadh 
measúnú ar a gcuid inniúlacht sa Gaeilge ag an tSeirbhís um Cheapacháin Phoiblí. 

Ina theannta sin, úsáideann oifigigh atá lonnaithe inár misin thar lear an Ghaeilge go minic 
chun seirbhísí a sholáthar do bhaill an diaspóra. Oibríonn ár ngréasán d’ambasáid agus consa-
lachtaí le páirtnéirí Gaeilge chomh maith le cur chun cinn agus tacaíocht a thabhairt d’úsáid 
na Gaeilge thar lear. Tá tacaíocht tugtha ag mo Roinn do roinnt eagraíochtaí agus tionscadail 
Gaeilge le tacú le cláranna Gaeilge tríd an gClár Tacaíochta Eisimirceach.

24/10/2018WRB05300Motor Insurance Costs

24/10/2018WRB05400113. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the steps taken to ensure that 
the loadings applied by insurance companies for previous accidents are proportionate particu-
larly in which there is no driving or criminal conviction; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44110/18]

24/10/2018WRB05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies as to the 
pricing level or terms or conditions that they should apply in respect of particular categories of 
drivers, including the loadings applied in the case of previous accidents.  

I understand that motor insurers use a combination of rating factors in making their indi-
vidual decisions on whether to offer cover and what terms to apply.  Factors include, for ex-
ample, the age and type of the vehicle, the age of the driver, the relevant driving experience, the 
claims record of the driver, the number of drivers and how the vehicle is used.  Furthermore, 
my understanding is that insurers do not all use the same combination of rating factors, and as 
a result prices and availability of cover varies across the market. In addition, they will price in 



Questions - Written Answers

28

accordance with their own past claims experience. 

Finally, Insurance Ireland operates a free Insurance Information Service to assist the public 
with any queries or complaints they may have in relation to insurance.  Insurance Ireland can 
be contacted at feedback@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761914. 

24/10/2018WRC00200Revenue Commissioners Data

24/10/2018WRC00300114. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the moneys and savings 
made through the actions of the large cases division focusing on high wealth individuals at the 
Revenue Commissioners for each of the years 2013 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [44033/18]

24/10/2018WRC00400115. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the moneys and savings 
made through combatting tax fraud and-or evasion by the large cases division on high wealth 
individuals at the Revenue Commissioners for each of the years 2013 to 2017 and to date in 
2018 [44034/18]

24/10/2018WRC00500116. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the cost of running the large 
cases division and the added capacity both in terms of cost and staffing required if its purview 
was extended to high wealth individuals holding assets of more than €10 million. [44035/18]

24/10/2018WRC00600117. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify answers 
given in Parliamentary Question Nos. 175 and 176 of 16 October 2018 (details supplied); and 
the difference between these two numbers and their roles. [44036/18]

24/10/2018WRC00700118. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the mandate, tasks, opera-
tions and wealth and income thresholds dealt with by the medium enterprise division; and the 
difference between its management of high wealth individuals compared to those of the large 
cases division. [44037/18]

24/10/2018WRC00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 114 
to 118, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Revenue that it currently has three units in its Large Cases Division (LCD) 
with responsibility for both the tax affairs of high wealth individuals (HWIs) and for challeng-
ing tax avoidance schemes.  The staffing costs of these three units on a full year basis in 2017 
was €2.4m. 

Revenue’s overall approach to managing compliance is to make the appropriate intervention 
following appraisal of risk factors which can be an indicator of potential tax avoidance and/or 
tax evasion in a case.  The yield from the compliance interventions completed by the relevant 
units in Revenue’s LCD are set out in the table.  

Year Yield €
2013 4.6m
2014 17.4m
2015 43.6m
2016 17.3m
2017 15.3m
2018 year to date 8m
Total 106.2m
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In addition to the yield from compliance interventions LCD, as part of its compliance work, 
makes recommendations for legislative amendments. Where such recommendations are subse-
quently enacted they may result in further savings for the Exchequer.  

Tax administrations generally use assets and/or wealth as their main criteria for determin-
ing a HWI, while some administrations also include income.  In general, I am advised that 
Revenue’s criteria for identifying HWIs is individuals with net assets of over €50m. There is 
no statutory obligation on individuals to return details of their net worth on returns of income. 
Accordingly, Revenue does not have the data required to estimate the number of individuals 
with assets of more than €10 million nor the related costs or staffing required for this extended 
case base.

The answers to Parliamentary Questions 175 and 176 set out that the staffing element of the 
original Large Cases Division which was focused on HWIs, avoidance, pensions and the related 
administration work. The total staffing was 64 whole time equivalents.  This is the staffing that 
has moved to the new Large Cases High Wealth Individuals Division. Currently approximately 
25 of the 64 staff have responsibility for the tax affairs of HWIs.  

In relation to Question 44037/18, as also previously advised to the Deputy in my reply to 
Questions 175 and 176, Revenue has established a national Medium Enterprise Division as part 
of its structural realignment process.

The new Division which will have a staffing resource of approximately 380 by the end of 
2018 has been mandated to manage the tax affairs of corporates and high wealth individuals 
that fall below the criteria for specific management in Large Cases Division.

The new Division will monitor the tax affairs of its case-base through various risk assess-
ment programmes that are supported by data analytics, interrogation of both taxpayer and third-
party information and examination of specific wealth indicators.

The nature and extent of all interventions carried out by the Medium Enterprise Division 
will be determined by the level of risk identified and the behaviour of the taxpayer involved but 
can typically range from more general aspect query type enquiries up to tax audit and investiga-
tion with a view to prosecution for the more egregious cases. 

24/10/2018WRC01300Insurance Compensation Fund

24/10/2018WRC01400119. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when he expects the next 
payment from the insurance compensation fund in relation to the liquidation of a company 
(details supplied); if payments will be made at the end of October 2018 as expected; if there 
is a delay to provide the reasons for that delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44053/18]

24/10/2018WRC01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Setanta Insurance was placed into liq-
uidation by the Malta Financial Services Authority on 30 April 2014. As it was a Maltese incor-
porated company, the liquidation is being carried out under Maltese law.

The Deputy will be aware that the Insurance (Amendment) Act 2018 (Act 21 of 2018) was 
signed into law in July this year. The Act, inter alia, provides for the payment of 100% of the 
compensation due to Setanta third party personal injury motor insurance claimants including 
the additional 35% to those who have settled their claims and have already received compensa-
tion of 65% of their claim. 
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The Act also provides for revised arrangements for the on-going administration of the Insur-
ance Compensation Fund, including for the relevant applications to the President of the High 
Court. These revised arrangements have now been put in place.

Currently, no date has yet been fixed for the presentation of next tranche of payments to the 
High Court.  However, I am informed by the State Claims Agency that much of the preparatory 
work has been completed, and while it was originally hoped that a court date could be arranged 
for the end of October, at this stage it may slip into the first half of November.

The reason for this slight delay  is that as this is the first time that the Agency  will carry 
out the assessment and verification, prepare the application, and issue the payments to indi-
vidual claimants,  it is taking extra care to ensure that the entire process works as intended.   As 
you will appreciate with 1,500 separate payments,  there is a considerable amount of detailed 
work attached to this process,  so it is important to get it right.  Once these details are worked 
through for this first application, the process should work more efficiently for subsequent appli-
cations.  You can rest assured however that every effort is being made to process the payments 
described as quickly as possible.

24/10/2018WRC01600Revenue Commissioners Enforcement Activity

24/10/2018WRC01700120. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commissioners 
have seized gaming machines from premises operating under an amusement licence or operat-
ing as a private members club; the details of seizures by council; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44070/18]

24/10/2018WRC01800121. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the estimated loss of revenue due 
to the lack of proper gaming and gambling legislation to the economy. [44073/18]

24/10/2018WRC01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 120 
and 121 together.

Regarding Question 44070/18, I am advised that persons who operate gaming machines, 
which are made available for play in a public place, must display a valid Excise licence, issued 
by Revenue, on each such machine and be in possession of a valid Excise licence for the rel-
evant premises. The governing legislation in this regard is contained in the Finance Act 1975. 
Where a gaming machine is available for play, without a proper licence displayed, it is liable to 
forfeiture in accordance with Section 43(10)(b) of that Act.  

Revenue has advised me that it has started a national compliance project on the gaming and 
amusement machine sector, which is designed to identify and tackle any non-compliance with 
tax and excise licensing obligations. This project is ongoing across all geographic regions and 
to date site visits have been carried out by Revenue officials to 250 separate premises. A range 
of follow-up actions are now being pursued with respect to the tax and licensing issues identi-
fied.  

Revenue has also advised me that prior to the start of this project it was necessary to obtain 
legal advice regarding the application of its enforcement powers in this sector. This issue arose 
on foot of a legal submission received from the industry. With the recent receipt of the required 
advices which clarified the position, Revenue is now proceeding with tackling any licensing 
issues identified using the full suite of powers available. Revenue has confirmed that while no 
seizures have taken place at this point, the process that must be adhered to in advance of any 
such action is now well under way.
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Regarding Question 44073/18, any queries regarding the legislation that governs gaming 
and gambling are a question for my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality.  However, 
I can confirm that Revenue’s increased focus on the gaming and amusement sector (since 2017) 
has resulted in a significant increase in voluntary compliance with the law.  For example, in 
2016, 6,088 Gaming Machine licences were issued, generating total Excise revenue of €1.8 
million.  The equivalent figures for 2017 increased to 9,612 and €2.7million respectively, while 
for 2018 year to date (30 September) 8,277 Gaming Machine licenses were issued generating 
Excise revenue of €2.3 million. 

24/10/2018WRC02100Tax Code

24/10/2018WRC02200122. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to section 110 companies using the 2020 tax residency exemption to avoid paying taxes 
following the closing of the loophole in 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44115/18]

24/10/2018WRC02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Companies which made an election to 
be treated as a “qualifying company” for the purposes of section 110 of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 (“TCA 1997”) are subject to the same residency rules as all other companies in the 
State.  A company can only be a qualifying company if it is resident in the State.  Therefore, a 
company which is not treated as tax resident in Ireland, for whatever reason, cannot be a quali-
fying company for the purposes of section 110. 

The measures I understand the Deputy to be referring to were introduced in Finance Act 
2014 to implement changes in tax residence rules for companies, and these changes are reflect-
ed in section 23A, TCA 1997.  These measures ensure that a company incorporated in the State 
is regarded as resident for tax purposes in the State, unless it is treated as resident in a treaty 
partner country by virtue of a double taxation treaty. 

This change in Ireland’s company residence rules applies to companies incorporated on or 
after 1 January 2015.  For companies incorporated in the State before this date, the pre-Finance 
Act 2014 residence rules will continue to apply until the earlier of: 

(i) 31 December 2020 or

(ii) The date, after 31 December 2014, of both a change in ownership of the company and a 
major change in the nature or conduct of the business of the company.

This six year transitioning period was provided to give group companies that have real and 
substantial operations in Ireland a reasonable timeframe to plan and re-organise their business 
structures to take account of this change.

The changes introduced in Finance Act 2014 do not prevent a foreign incorporated company 
that is centrally managed and controlled in the State being resident in the State for tax purposes. 

24/10/2018WRC02400Tax Clearance Certificates

24/10/2018WRC02500123. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance if the urgent need for a tax 
credit certificate to be issued to a person (details supplied) will be considered; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44159/18]

24/10/2018WRC02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue has confirmed that a tax credit 
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certificate issued to the person in question in the last few days. If the person has any queries or 
requires any further assistance they should contact Revenue at telephone number 01-7383636.

24/10/2018WRC02700Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

24/10/2018WRC02800124. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the services provided by each 
company (details supplied) with regard to the published Payments to Suppliers (Purchase Or-
ders over €20,000) 1 July to 30 September 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44169/18]

24/10/2018WRC02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The details of the services provided by 
KPMG, William Fry and Arthur Cox contained in the published Payments to Suppliers (Pur-
chase Orders over €20,000) 1 July to 30 September 2018, are provided in the table.

Service Provider €
KPMG Advice on accounting, strategic and restructuring matters 

arising from the wind down of the Credit Union Restructuring 
Board (“ReBo”) 

69,938

Arthur Cox Litigation advice 51,570
William Fry Transaction advice 50,788
KPMG Advice on establishment of Home Building Finance Ireland 

(HBFI)
49,200

24/10/2018WRC03000Tax Data

24/10/2018WRC03100125. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the annual State average of 
all income taxes paid by PAYE employees for each years 2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in 
tabular form. [44204/18]

24/10/2018WRC03200126. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the annual State average of all 
income taxes paid by self-employed persons for each of the years 2011 to 2017 and date in 
2018, in tabular form. [44205/18]

24/10/2018WRC03300127. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the annual average of all in-
come taxes paid by PAYE employees for each of the years 2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018, by 
county in tabular form. [44206/18]

24/10/2018WRC03400128. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the annual average of all income 
taxes paid by self-employed persons in each of the years 2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018, by 
county in tabular form. [44207/18]

24/10/2018WRC03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 125 
to 128, inclusive, together.

I am informed by Revenue that the average (mean) Income Tax, USC and combined Income 
Tax and USC, paid by Schedule E and Schedule D taxpayer units, both overall and broken down 
by county, for the years 2011 to 2016 (the latest year for which data are currently available) are 
set out in the tables below. Jointly assessed couples/civil partners are counted as single taxpayer 
units.

It should be noted that although Schedule E refers to PAYE taxpayers and Schedule D re-
fers to self-employed taxpayers, in this analysis where a taxpayer has both PAYE income and 
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Schedule D income they are classified as Schedule E if more than 50% of their income is from 
PAYE sources (otherwise they will be classified as Schedule D). The figures (averages) include 
taxpayers who pay no tax and/or USC.

Average amount of income tax paid by Schedule E taxpayer units - €

 2011 2011 2011 2012 2012 2012 2013 2013 2013
 IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
Carlow 3,500 1,400 4,800 3,500 1,400 4,900 3,600 1,400 4,900
Cavan 3,400 1,400 4,800 3,500 1,400 4,900 3,600 1,400 5,000
Clare 4,700 1,700 6,500 4,800 1,800 6,500 5,000 1,800 6,800
Cork 4,900 1,800 6,700 5,200 1,800 7,000 5,300 1,800 7,100
Donegal 2,300 1,000 3,300 2,400 1,000 3,400 2,300 1,000 3,300
Dublin 5,800 1,900 7,700 6,100 1,900 8,000 6,000 1,900 7,900
Galway 3,900 1,500 5,400 4,000 1,500 5,500 4,100 1,500 5,600
Kerry 5,400 1,900 7,300 5,300 2,000 7,300 5,300 2,000 7,300
Kildare 5,400 1,900 7,200 5,400 1,800 7,200 5,500 1,800 7,300
Kilkenny 4,100 1,600 5,600 4,100 1,600 5,700 4,300 1,600 5,900
Laois 3,400 1,400 4,800 3,400 1,300 4,700 3,500 1,300 4,800
Leitrim 3,500 1,500 5,000 3,500 1,500 5,000 3,400 1,500 4,800
Limerick 4,600 1,700 6,300 4,800 1,700 6,500 5,000 1,800 6,800
Longford 2,900 1,300 4,200 2,900 1,400 4,300 2,900 1,300 4,200
Louth 3,600 1,400 5,000 3,700 1,400 5,200 3,800 1,400 5,200
Mayo 3,400 1,400 4,800 3,400 1,300 4,700 3,500 1,300 4,800
Meath 5,200 1,800 7,000 6,200 2,000 8,200 5,000 1,800 6,800
Monaghan 2,600 1,100 3,700 2,400 1,100 3,500 2,500 1,100 3,600
Offaly 3,600 1,400 5,000 3,600 1,400 5,000 3,700 1,400 5,100
Roscommon 2,800 1,300 4,100 2,900 1,200 4,100 3,000 1,300 4,300
Sligo 4,000 1,600 5,600 3,400 1,400 4,800 4,500 1,800 6,200
Tipperary 3,300 1,300 4,700 3,400 1,300 4,700 3,400 1,300 4,700
Waterford 4,000 1,500 5,500 4,100 1,500 5,600 4,300 1,500 5,800
Westmeath 5,400 2,000 7,500 5,600 2,200 7,800 5,700 2,100 7,800
Wexford 2,800 1,200 4,000 2,900 1,200 4,100 3,000 1,200 4,200
Wicklow 5,500 1,800 7,300 5,500 1,700 7,200 5,500 1,700 7,200
Overall Average 5,000 1,700 6,700 5,100 1,700 6,900 5,200 1,700 6,900
table cont.

 2014 2014 2014 2015 2015 2015 2016 2016 2016
 IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
Carlow 3,700 1,400 5,100 3,700 1,300 5,000 3,800 1,000 4,900
Cavan 3,700 1,500 5,100 3,800 1,400 5,200 3,800 1,100 4,900
Clare 5,100 1,800 6,900 5,200 1,700 6,900 5,600 1,500 7,100
Cork 5,500 1,800 7,300 5,600 1,800 7,400 5,900 1,500 7,400
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 2014 2014 2014 2015 2015 2015 2016 2016 2016
 IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
Donegal 2,500 1,000 3,500 2,500 900 3,400 2,600 700 3,300
Dublin 6,400 1,900 8,300 6,500 1,900 8,400 6,800 1,600 8,400
Galway 4,200 1,500 5,800 4,300 1,500 5,700 4,500 1,200 5,700
Kerry 5,400 1,900 7,300 5,400 1,800 7,200 5,500 1,400 6,900
Kildare 5,900 1,900 7,700 6,200 2,000 8,200 6,500 1,600 8,100
Kilkenny 4,400 1,600 6,000 4,500 1,500 6,000 4,700 1,300 6,000
Laois 3,700 1,400 5,100 3,800 1,300 5,100 4,000 1,100 5,100
Leitrim 3,300 1,400 4,700 3,200 1,300 4,400 3,300 1,000 4,300
Limerick 5,200 1,800 7,000 5,200 1,700 6,900 5,400 1,400 6,800
Longford 3,000 1,300 4,200 3,100 1,200 4,300 3,400 1,000 4,300
Louth 4,000 1,400 5,400 4,000 1,400 5,400 4,100 1,100 5,300
Mayo 3,600 1,400 5,000 3,800 1,300 5,100 3,800 1,000 4,800
Meath 5,400 1,800 7,200 5,300 1,700 7,000 5,400 1,400 6,900
Monaghan 2,700 1,100 3,700 2,700 1,000 3,600 2,800 800 3,600
Offaly 3,600 1,400 4,900 3,600 1,300 4,800 3,600 1,000 4,500
Roscommon 3,100 1,300 4,300 3,300 1,200 4,500 3,400 1,000 4,400
Sligo 4,100 1,500 5,600 4,300 1,500 5,700 4,400 1,200 5,600
Tipperary 3,600 1,300 4,900 3,600 1,200 4,900 3,700 1,000 4,700
Waterford 4,200 1,500 5,700 4,300 1,400 5,700 4,400 1,200 5,500
Westmeath 5,500 2,100 7,600 5,600 2,000 7,600 5,600 1,500 7,100
Wexford 3,200 1,200 4,400 3,300 1,100 4,400 3,400 900 4,300
Wicklow 5,800 1,800 7,500 5,800 1,700 7,500 6,100 1,500 7,600
Overall Average 5,400 1,800 7,100 5,500 1,700 7,200 5,700 1,400 7,100
All figures rounded to the nearest hundred euro; IT = Income Tax, USC = Universal Social 

Charge.

Average amount of income tax paid by Schedule D taxpayer units - €

 2011 2011 2011 2012 2012 2012 2013 2013 2013
 IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
Carlow 5,900 1,900 7,800 5,800 1,900 7,700 5,700 1,800 7,500
Cavan 4,500 1,700 6,200 4,500 1,600 6,100 4,900 1,700 6,600
Clare 4,500 1,600 6,100 4,500 1,500 6,000 4,600 1,600 6,200
Cork 7,600 2,400 10,000 7,400 2,400 9,800 7,600 2,400 10,000
Donegal 3,900 1,300 5,200 4,200 1,300 5,500 4,300 1,300 5,600
Dublin 16,000 4,500 20,500 15,800 4,400 20,200 16,500 4,500 21,000
Galway 7,000 2,300 9,300 6,600 2,100 8,800 6,600 2,100 8,700
Kerry 5,600 1,900 7,400 5,800 1,800 7,600 5,500 1,700 7,200
Kildare 8,000 2,700 10,600 8,200 2,700 10,800 8,600 2,700 11,300
Kilkenny 6,800 2,300 9,000 6,900 2,300 9,200 7,300 2,400 9,700
Laois 5,600 1,900 7,400 5,700 1,800 7,600 5,600 1,800 7,300
Leitrim 3,300 1,300 4,600 3,400 1,300 4,800 3,500 1,300 4,800
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 2011 2011 2011 2012 2012 2012 2013 2013 2013
 IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
Limerick 7,800 2,500 10,300 7,500 2,500 10,000 7,600 2,400 10,000
Longford 5,000 1,700 6,700 5,000 1,800 6,800 5,300 1,900 7,200
Louth 5,900 1,900 7,800 5,800 1,900 7,700 5,900 1,800 7,600
Mayo 4,500 1,500 6,000 4,400 1,500 5,900 4,500 1,400 5,900
Meath 7,300 2,300 9,500 6,800 2,300 9,100 9,700 3,100 12,800
Monaghan 3,900 1,400 5,400 4,300 1,500 5,800 4,300 1,400 5,800
Offaly 5,400 1,800 7,200 5,300 1,700 7,000 5,400 1,700 7,100
Roscommon 5,100 2,000 7,000 4,700 1,800 6,500 4,900 1,700 6,600
Sligo 6,000 2,000 7,900 5,800 1,800 7,600 5,800 1,800 7,600
Tipperary 5,700 1,900 7,700 6,000 1,900 7,900 6,300 2,000 8,300
Waterford 7,100 2,300 9,400 7,300 2,300 9,600 7,200 2,300 9,600
Westmeath 7,000 2,400 9,300 8,800 2,800 11,500 7,300 2,300 9,600
Wexford 5,100 1,700 6,800 5,100 1,700 6,800 5,200 1,700 6,900
Wicklow 7,500 2,300 9,800 7,400 2,200 9,700 7,900 2,300 10,300
Overall Average 8,600 2,600 11,200 8,500 2,600 11,100 8,900 2,600 11,600

table cont.

 2014 2014 2014 2015 2015 2015 2016 2016 2016
 IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
Carlow 5,600 1,700 7,400 6,200 1,800 8,100 6,100 1,600 7,700
Cavan 4,800 1,600 6,500 5,200 1,700 7,000 5,600 1,600 7,100
Clare 4,700 1,600 6,300 5,500 1,500 7,000 4,700 1,300 6,000
Cork 7,500 2,300 9,900 7,700 2,300 10,000 7,700 2,100 9,700
Donegal 3,600 1,200 4,700 3,600 1,100 4,800 3,700 1,000 4,700
Dublin 15,700 4,300 20,000 22,100 6,200 28,300 16,700 4,400 21,200
Galway 6,900 2,100 9,000 7,100 2,200 9,300 7,300 2,000 9,200
Kerry 5,600 1,800 7,400 5,200 1,600 6,800 5,100 1,300 6,500
Kildare 9,200 2,800 12,000 9,600 2,900 12,500 9,200 2,600 11,800
Kilkenny 7,100 2,300 9,400 7,300 2,300 9,600 7,100 2,000 9,100
Laois 5,500 1,800 7,300 5,600 1,700 7,300 5,300 1,500 6,800
Leitrim 3,700 1,400 5,100 3,700 1,300 5,100 3,800 1,200 5,000
Limerick 7,300 2,300 9,600 9,200 2,200 11,400 7,600 2,000 9,600
Longford 5,600 1,900 7,500 5,700 1,800 7,500 5,600 1,600 7,100
Louth 5,800 1,800 7,600 6,000 1,800 7,800 6,000 1,600 7,600
Mayo 4,400 1,400 5,800 4,800 1,400 6,200 4,500 1,200 5,700
Meath 7,200 2,200 9,500 31,200 8,700 39,900 8,900 2,300 11,200
Monaghan 4,500 1,500 5,900 5,200 1,500 6,700 4,600 1,200 5,900
Offaly 5,300 1,700 7,000 5,600 1,700 7,300 5,400 1,400 6,800
Roscommon 4,600 1,600 6,200 4,900 1,600 6,500 5,200 1,500 6,700
Sligo 5,800 1,800 7,600 7,500 2,500 9,900 5,900 1,600 7,500
Tipperary 6,200 2,000 8,200 6,300 1,900 8,200 6,200 1,600 7,800
Waterford 7,200 2,300 9,500 7,400 2,300 9,700 7,300 2,000 9,200
Westmeath 6,800 2,200 9,000 9,600 2,800 12,400 7,100 1,900 9,000
Wexford 5,500 1,700 7,200 5,600 1,700 7,300 5,400 1,400 6,800
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 2014 2014 2014 2015 2015 2015 2016 2016 2016
 IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
IT USC IT + 

USC
Wicklow 7,900 2,400 10,300 8,600 2,600 11,200 8,400 2,200 10,700
Overall Average 8,600 2,500 11,200 11,500 3,300 14,800 9,100 2,400 11,500
All figures rounded to the nearest hundred euro; IT = Income Tax, USC = Universal Social 

Charge.

24/10/2018WRC03900Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRC04000129. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Airgeadais cad iad na céimeanna atá 
tógtha aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bhfuil dóthain daoine ar fáil in a Roinn le seirbhísí a chur 
ar fáil dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge leis an státseirbhís; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44384/18]

24/10/2018WRC04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Níl aon dualgas ar bhaill foirne An Ro-
inn Airgeadais séirbhísí a cur ar fáil trí mhéan na Ghaeilge. Mar sin féin, tá painéal cumtha ag 
an Roinn de bhaill foirne atá Gaeilge acu chun an séirbhís seo a chur ar fáil nuair atá sé á lorg. 
Tá cúigear tar éis a chuid seirbhísí a thairg chun an séirbhís seo a chur ar fáil.

De réir Mír 11 san Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúl, 2003 – tá an Roinn le déanaí tar éis a Scéim 
Teangacha na Ghaeilge 2018 - 2021 a nuashonrú.

Tugann an Roinn tacaíocht don bhaill foirne chun a chaighdeán Gaeilge a fheabhsú tríd 
cúrsaí i nGaelchultúr a chur ar fáil. Tá an fhoireann cuirthe ar an eolas faoi na gcúrsaí gach 
ráithe tríd OneLearning agus ag an oiliúint ionduchtúcháin. Faoi láithir tá ball foirne amháin ag 
freastail ar cúrsa i nGaelchultúr. Tá seisear den bhaill foirne tar éis cúrsaí a dhéanamh i nGael-
chultúr agus rinne triúr staidéar ar teanga na Ghaeilge san oideachais triú leibhéal. Spreagann 
an Roinn teanga na Ghaeilge a staidéar, chun cabhair a thabhairt don fhoireann séirbhís den 
scoth a chur ar fáil go mhuiníneach.

 

24/10/2018WRC04200Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRC04300130. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Airgeadais cén céadatán den státseirb-
hís atá inniúil chun seirbhísí in a Roinn a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas 
ina thaobh. [44399/18]

24/10/2018WRC04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Níl aon dualgas ar bhaill foirne An Ro-
inn Airgeadais séirbhísí a cur ar fáil trí mhéan na Ghaeilge. Mar sin féin, tá painéal cumtha ag 
an Roinn de bhaill foirne atá Gaeilge acu chun an séirbhís seo a chur ar fáil nuair atá sé á lorg. 
Tá cúigear tar éis a chuid seirbhísí a thairg chun an séirbhís seo a chur ar fáil.

De réir Mír 11 san Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúl, 2003 – tá an Roinn le déanaí tar éis a Scéim 
Teangacha na Ghaeilge 2018 - 2021 a nuashonrú.

Tugann an Roinn tacaíocht don bhaill foirne chun a chaighdeán Gaeilge a fheabhsú tríd 
cúrsaí i nGaelchultúr a chur ar fáil. Tá an fhoireann cuirthe ar an eolas faoi na gcúrsaí gach 
ráithe tríd OneLearning agus ag an oiliúint ionduchtúcháin. Faoi láithir tá ball foirne amháin ag 
freastail ar cúrsa i nGaelchultúr. Tá seisear den bhaill foirne tar éis cúrsaí a dhéanamh i nGael-
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chultúr agus rinne triúr staidéar ar teanga na Ghaeilge san oideachais triú leibhéal. Spreagann 
an Roinn teanga na Ghaeilge a staidéar, chun cabhair a thabhairt don fhoireann séirbhís den 
scoth a chur ar fáil go mhuiníneach.

Bhí suirbhé Teanga agus Cáilíocht déanta i 2014 agus na torthaí a tháinig as an suirbhé ná go 
raibh sechtar ón fhoireann a raibh caighdeán éigin acu i dteanga na Gaeilge. Tá sé seo léirithe 
mar céatadán 2.2% den Roinn.

24/10/2018WRC04500Ministerial Meetings

24/10/2018WRC04600131. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
has met with officials regarding the funding of a project in County Cork; and the status of the 
decision. [43995/18]

24/10/2018WRC04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have not 
met with officials in relation to the project to which the Deputy refers.  Overall responsibility 
for the management and delivery of the project lies with Cork City Council, with Exchequer 
grant funding being administered through the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht. 

24/10/2018WRC04800Northern Ireland

24/10/2018WRC04900132. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
outcome of recent discussions he or his Department have had with the authorities in Northern 
Ireland in relation to ensuring that there is a maximum drawdown of EU funding for cross-
Border projects that come within the remit of his Department; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [38600/18]

24/10/2018WRC05000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Ireland 
and Northern Ireland are partners in two EU-funded cross-border Cooperation Programmes, 
PEACE and INTERREG, with a total value of just over €550 million over the period 2014-
2020.  The PEACE IV Programme has a total value of €270 million and aims to promote peace 
and reconciliation in Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland. The INTERREG VA 
Programme, which also includes Western Scotland, has a total value of €282 million and aims 
to promote economic, social and territorial cohesion.

The two programmes are 85% funded by the EU through the European Regional Develop-
ment Fund (ERDF) under the European Union’s Cohesion Policy.  They are managed by the 
Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB), one of the North South Implementation Bodies estab-
lished under the Good Friday Agreement.  

My Department and the Department of Finance in Northern Ireland are the joint Sponsor 
Departments for the Body and the programmes, and there are ongoing contacts between my of-
ficials and their Northern Ireland counterparts to ensure that the programmes are implemented 
successfully and that the drawdown of funds is maximised.  

In accordance with EU requirements, management of the programmes is overseen by Pro-
gramme Monitoring Committees which are chaired by the SEUPB.  Membership includes of-
ficials from my Department, the Northern Ireland Department of Finance and the European 
Commission, as well as local representatives, business, trade union and environmental groups, 
and the community and voluntary sector.
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Quarterly tripartite meetings involving the two sponsor Departments and the SEUPB are 
also held to oversee the work of the Body and the programmes.

In addition to these structured engagements there are ongoing discussions between Irish and 
Northern Irish Departments on programme implementation.

I am pleased, therefore, to say that both programmes are progressing well, with the bulk of 
funding now allocated to successful applicants.  To date a total €191 million has been allocated 
to projects under PEACE, while a total of €217 million has been allocated to projects under 
INTERREG.  The remaining funding under both programmes will be allocated to projects over 
the coming months.

24/10/2018WRC05100Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme Applications

24/10/2018WRC05200133. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the de-
tails of applications received from Cork County Council in respect of the minor flood mitigation 
works and coastal protection scheme. [43987/18]

24/10/2018WRC05300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Please see 
listed below the applications submitted by Cork County Council under the Minor Flood Mitiga-
tion Works and Coastal Protection Scheme in 2017/2018. 

Cork County Council applications - 2018

Project Location Details Status Amount Approved
N71 Cork Road, 
Skibbereen

Replace the existing 
culvert & upgrade of ex-
isting piped system

Approved €237,009

Ballymakeera Sandbag flood defence 
structure

Approved €187,248

Rathcoursey, Mid-
leton (Coastal)

Coastal Protection 
works

Under Consideration  

Rossa Road, Skib-
bereen

To modify the existing 
chamber to provide the 
required screen area

Under Consideration  

Garranachole, 
Castletownroche

Installation of perfo-
rated pipes  

Under Consideration  

Castlemartyr Carry out river cleaning   Under Consideration  

Cork County Council Applications – 2017    

Project Location Details Status Amount Approved
Kilumney Village Study Approved €27,000
St. Colum’s Com-
munity Hall, Bal-
lylickey

Construct flood defence 
wall around the com-
munity Hall, including 
slot in flood barriers at 
access points

Approved €18,000
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Project Location Details Status Amount Approved
Ballintubber, Car-
rigtohill

 Lay 940mm of 450mm 
diameter pipe from the 
northern boundary of 
the nursery (Irish Plant 
Propagation Ltd) to 
the outfall to existing 
stream approximately 
940m south

Approved €346,500

St. Gerard’s Place, 
Rochestown(coastal)

Coastal Erosion Risk 
Management Study

Under Consideration  

Crookstown Pump sump & fittings, 
to regularise existing 
informal flood defences

Under Consideration  

             

24/10/2018WRD00200Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Programme

24/10/2018WRD00300134. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of dedicated schemes announced in May 2018 under the CFRAM flood mapping study 
to provide flood mitigation and defence projects at Downing, Lifford, Glenties and Kerrykeel 
in County Donegal. [44055/18]

24/10/2018WRD00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Catch-
ment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme was the largest ever 
flood risk study carried out in the State and covered 300 areas believed to be at significant 
flood risk. The CFRAM programme culminated with the launch on 3rd May, 2018 of 29 flood 
risk management plans which proposed 118 new outline flood relief projects on top of the 42 
major projects already completed and the 33 major schemes within the existing capital works 
programme of the Office of Public Works (OPW).  In that regard funding of €257 million for an 
initial phase of 50 flood relief projects throughout the country was also announced which would 
be progressed to detailed design and construction, including the five largest schemes identified 
in the Plans and 31 small or minor projects under €1 million which will be progressed directly 
by local authorities.   

The proposed flood relief scheme at Lifford, Co. Donegal with an estimated cost of €6 mil-
lion is being advanced by the OPW. Proposed flood relief schemes at Downing, with an estimat-
ed cost of €870,000, Glenties with an estimated cost of €550,000 and Carrowkeel (Kerrykeel), 
with an estimated cost of €30,000 are included in the 31 small or minor projects under €1 mil-
lion, and are expected to be progressed directly by Donegal County Council with full funding 
from the OPW. Other schemes to be advanced in Donegal include Burnfoot and Castlefin with 
estimated costs of €1.5 million and €1.75 million respectively.

The OPW has set up frameworks of consultants which the local authorities can also use to 
progress the design of each project and which will help to speed up the process to construc-
tion.   Once consultants are appointed to progress each scheme, consultation with statutory and 
non-statutory bodies as well as the general public will take place at the appropriate stages to 
ensure that all parties have the opportunity to input into the development of the scheme. 

The OPW is currently in discussions with Donegal County Council to establish arrange-
ments and structures on the progression of all these flood relief schemes throughout Co. Done-
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gal.

24/10/2018WRD00500Flood Relief Schemes Status

24/10/2018WRD00600135. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of measures being undertaken by the Office of Public Works working in collaboration 
with the local authority for purposed flood reliefs at Castelfinn, Ballybofey and Stranorlar and 
Burnfoot, County Donegal. [44056/18]

24/10/2018WRD00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Catch-
ment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme was the largest ever 
flood risk study carried out in the State and covered 300 areas believed to be at significant 
flood risk. The CFRAM programme culminated with the launch on 3rd May, 2018 of 29 flood 
risk management plans which proposed 118 new outline flood relief projects on top of the 42 
major projects already completed and the 33 major schemes within the existing capital works 
programme of the Office of Public Works (OPW).  In that regard funding of €257 million for an 
initial phase of 50 flood relief projects throughout the country was also announced which would 
be progressed to detailed design and construction, including the five largest schemes identified 
in the Plans and 31 small or minor projects under €1 million which will be progressed directly 
by local authorities.   

Following discussions with Donegal County Council, the proposed schemes at Burnfoot 
and Castlefin, at estimated costs of €1.5m and €1.75m respectively, have been included among 
the first projects to be advanced from the nationwide Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
Plans. Other schemes to be advanced in Donegal include proposed projects at Lifford, Carrow-
keel, Downies and Glenties. Discussions are ongoing with Donegal County Council on how 
best to advance each of these schemes.

The proposed project for Ballybofey & Stranorlar is not part of the first phase of projects 
to be advanced, but OPW and Donegal County Council will work closely to ensure that they 
will be commenced in the coming years and within the 10-year timeframe for the programme 
of investment. However in order to alleviate the situation in Ballybofey & Stranorlar, funding 
to the sum of €157,500 has been approved under the Minor Works Scheme for the removal of 
vegetation and trees on embankments and also for the construction of sumps / pumping areas. 

24/10/2018WRD00800Office of Public Works Projects

24/10/2018WRD00900136. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 86 of 17 October 2018, if he will quantify the relatively small 
number of projects the 4500,000 limit has been exceeded. [44085/18]

24/10/2018WRD01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Mea-
sured Term Maintenance Contract which expired on 12th October 2018 set a single order limit 
at €500,000 exclusive of VAT.   

During this contract i.e. from 13th October 2014 to 12th October 2018 the number of proj-
ects that have exeeeded the contract limit of €500,000 exclusive of VAT were as follows:

Projects, that have exceeded €500k   exclusive of VAT and that com-
menced between 13/10/2014 and 12/10/2018   

Number of Projects   

2014 0 
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Projects, that have exceeded €500k   exclusive of VAT and that com-
menced between 13/10/2014 and 12/10/2018   

Number of Projects   

2015 3 
2016 2
2017 0 
2018 7

24/10/2018WRD01100Public Sector Staff

24/10/2018WRD01200137. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
person availing of an extension of employment under the Public Service Superannuation (Age 
of Retirement) Bill 2018 will remain on their existing pay grade; if not, if they will be required 
to return to the first increment on their pay scale; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44129/18]

24/10/2018WRD01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Bill 2018, which was published on 9 July, pro-
vides for an increase in the compulsory retirement age to 70, for the majority of public servants 
recruited prior to 1 April 2004.  These public servants generally have a compulsory retirement 
age of 65 at present, which is provided for under statute.  The Bill passed all stages in the Se-
anad on 17 July and is provisionally scheduled for Second Stage in the Dail on the 25th of this 
month.  The Bill is being treated as a priority with the intention of securing enactment as soon 
as possible in the current term.

Under the terms of the Bill, the legislation when enacted will provide that public servants 
reaching the age of 65 will be able to remain at work up to the age of 70, if they so wish, on 
their existing terms and conditions including pay. Incremental progression will continue up to 
the date of retirement and additional service will count towards pension accrual subject to the 
statutory maximum of 40 years.  

24/10/2018WRD01400Expenditure Reviews

24/10/2018WRD01500138. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which all Departments remain compliant with the criteria laid down in respect of 
public expenditure and reform; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44177/18]

24/10/2018WRD01600143. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which his Department can ensure best value for money in terms of current and 
capital expenditure throughout the course of 2019; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44182/18]

24/10/2018WRD01700145. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which he remains satisfied regarding the meeting by various Departments of the 
targets set by his Department in each of the past two years to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44184/18]

24/10/2018WRD01800147. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he continues to monitor current and capital spending; the degree to which 
both categories remain within tolerance levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44186/18]
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24/10/2018WRD01900149. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he has identified breaches in the norms set by his Department in respect of public expenditure 
and reform which need to be addressed in the long and the short-term; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44188/18]

24/10/2018WRD02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 138, 143, 145, 147 and 149 together.

Managing the delivery of public services within allocations forms a key part of the respon-
sibilities of every Minister and Department.  My own Department is in regular contact with all 
other Departments and Offices to ensure that expenditure is being managed within the overall 
fiscal parameters.  The drawdown of funds from the Exchequer is reported on each month 
against expenditure profiles in the Fiscal Monitor published by the Department of Finance. 

The management of expenditure within the overall fiscal parameters over the last number of 
years has played a key role in ensuring that we have continued to meet out fiscal targets. How-
ever, given the scale of Government expenditure - €61.8 billion in aggregate for gross voted 
expenditure in the Revised Estimates Volume (REV) 2018 - and the cash basis of Government 
accounting, the need for Supplementary Estimates can arise for a number of reasons, including 
policy decisions, timing issues, and overspends. They are a budgetary tool that allows for the 
proper alignment of funding allocations with planned expenditure. Of course, they can only be 
allowed where they can be accommodated within the overall fiscal parameters.

As set out in the most recent Fiscal Monitor, total gross voted expenditure at end-September 
2018 was €44,874 million, which is broadly on profile. Net voted expenditure of €36,042 mil-
lion was €45 million below profile with net voted spending in 14 out of 17 Vote Groups being 
below profile. As outlined in the Fiscal Monitor, current spending is 0.6 per cent ahead of pro-
file, with the main driver of this variance being Health expenditure. 

As outlined in Expenditure Report 2019, as a result of policy decisions, including in relation 
to the provision of a 100 per cent Christmas Bonus to social welfare recipients, additional capi-
tal for the Department of Housing and expenditure pressures in particular in the Health sector, 
the gross voted expenditure outturn for the year is now estimated at €62.8 billion, an increase 
of €1 billion relative to the gross voted expenditure amount in REV 2018. A key element of the 
increase in gross voted expenditure is an expenditure overrun in Health of €645 million, with an 
additional €55 million being required for a shortfall in receipts.  As I outlined in my statement 
to the Dáil on Budget day, I continue to look at choices that we have to make in healthcare re-
garding how we can accompany all time high levels of investment with improved governance, 
accountability, effectiveness and value for money.

A number of measures are in place to support value for money in terms of capital and cur-
rent expenditure.  During 2018, my Department has engaged with a range of Departments on 
year two of the Spending Review process, with a view to reinforcing a systematic analysis of 
existing spending programmes, focusing on an assessment of efficiency, effectiveness and sus-
tainability. In the last two years of the Spending Review process, over 50 analytical papers have 
been produced.  These papers:

-  Provide an evidence base in relation to Departmental spending that informs the choices 
made in relation to budgetary allocations;

-  Identify areas of existing expenditure that require ongoing analysis where issues emerge 
during the Spending Review; and

-  Outline key sectoral trends and provide analysis with international comparisons on expen-
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diture levels and efficiency.

Building on the output of the Spending Reviews in 2017 and 2018, the intention is that the 
Spending Review in 2019 will once again focus on an assessment of efficiency, effectiveness 
and sustainability of specific spending programmes. The Spending Review in 2019 will con-
tinue to support the development of better policy options for Government by broadening and 
deepening the knowledge of a range of complex policy areas to facilitate future discussions 
regarding the evolution of Government expenditure.

Turning to capital expenditure, the National Development Plan (NDP) has set an investment 
in infrastructure of almost €116 billion over the ten year period to 2027. Such a level of invest-
ment requires a strong framework to drive its implementation and increased transparency on the 
projects and programmes being supported by this investment. In this regard, a high-level Proj-
ect Ireland 2040 Delivery Board has been established.  The Project Delivery Board will contin-
ue to provide strategic direction and leadership to the NDP and National Planning Framework 
(NPF) implementation process. The Delivery Board will monitor and oversee implementation 
structures and performance across the various sectors to ensure a co-ordinated and collaborative 
whole of Government approach to NDP and NPF delivery. 

In relation to public service reform, Our Public Service 2020 is the framework for reform 
and innovation in the public service which was launched in December 2017. This phase of 
public service reform focuses on supporting sustainable, continuous progress across the public 
service. It aims to build a stronger public service and to deliver better quality services to the 
Irish public. 

24/10/2018WRD02100Brexit Issues

24/10/2018WRD02200139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which his Department has made the necessary preparations to combat the effects 
of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44178/18]

24/10/2018WRD02300141. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he expects to be in a position to deal with relevant fall out from Brexit; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44180/18]

24/10/2018WRD02400142. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
extent to which he has identified a position fall out from Brexit with a view to harnessing same 
for maximum benefit to the economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44181/18]

24/10/2018WRD02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 139, 141 and 142 together.

The Government is fully aware of the scale of the political, economic and diplomatic chal-
lenge posed by Brexit.  It has been clear and consistent about Ireland’s priorities, namely mi-
nimising the impact on trade and the economy; protecting the Northern Ireland Peace Process; 
maintaining the Common Travel Area; and influencing the future of the European Union.

Across Government, all Departments and agencies are taking the necessary measures to 
prepare for Brexit while also preparing for the contingency of a no-deal Brexit or a disorderly 
Brexit.  The Getting Ireland Brexit Ready Campaign was launched in September, and a series 
of regional events are in progress for citizens and businesses.

Within my own Department Brexit issues are coordinated by the Brexit/EU/North South 
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Unit.  The Unit supports me in my work on Brexit, leads work across the Department and its 
agencies, and represents the Department on the various groups that coordinate’s the Govern-
ment’s response to Brexit.

Central to the Government’s preparation for Brexit is the prudent management of the public 
finances so as to ensure the economy remains competitive in the face of future economic head-
winds.  Measures being taken include balancing the books, reducing our debt burden, building 
up the Rainy Day Fund and continuing to invest in infrastructure.

Budget 2019 sets out a number of specific measures aimed at making Ireland Brexit ready, 
including the introduction of a longer-term loan scheme, the Future Growth Loan Scheme for 
terms of 8-10 years, to provide a longer-term scheme facility of up to €300 million to support 
strategic capital investment for a post-Brexit environment by business at competitive rates.  

It also provides increased resources of €25 million across a range of Departments and Of-
fices based on a Brexit central case scenario; a €71 million package for the Department of Agri-
culture, Food & the Marine and its agencies, Teagasc and Bord Bia; an increase of €14 million 
to the current allocation for the Department of Business, Enterprise & Innovation; €5 million 
for the Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade to enable it to continue to address the challenges 
posed by Brexit across a range of headings. 

Budget 2019 builds on Budget 2017 and Budget 2018 and will help to ensure that Ireland 
is in the best possible position to respond to the challenges - and indeed the opportunities - that 
Brexit will bring.

24/10/2018WRD02600Public Expenditure Policy

24/10/2018WRD02700140. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which his Department in the context of reform has introduced new criteria in view 
of the international and global trading challenges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44179/18]

24/10/2018WRD02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): We live in a 
world that is uncertain and in which Ireland faces many challenges, including the international 
and global trading challenges to which the Deputy refers.  Central to the Government’s prepa-
ration for such challenges is the prudent management of the public finances in order to ensure 
the economy remains competitive in the face of future economic headwinds.  Measures being 
taken include balancing the books, reducing our debt burden, building up the Rainy Day Fund 
and continuing to invest in infrastructure.

 In the particular context of reform, a series of initiatives taken by the Government since 
2011 have made the work of the civil and public services more transparent, decision-making 
more accountable and service delivery more effective and efficient. Our Public Service 2020, 
which I launched last December, is a new policy framework designed to build on these previ-
ous reforms while expanding the scope of reform to focus more on collaboration, innovation 
and evaluation. Progress in each of these areas, but especially innovation, will better position 
Ireland to meet the challenges arising in the global environment to which the Deputy refers. 

Certain of the eighteen specific actions set out in Our Public Service 2020, such as acceler-
ating digital delivery of services, driving efficiency and effectiveness and promoting a culture 
of innovation in the public service are particularly relevant in this regard. A Public Service 
Leadership Board comprising Secretary General and CEO level participants from across the 
civil and public service has been established to drive the new reform agenda and lead on its 
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implementation. This approach will support and enable public servants and their organisations 
to perform at their best and to work together to deliver high-quality, value-for-money outcomes 
that will benefit the economy.

Questions Nos. 141 and 142 answered with Question No. 139.

Question No. 143 answered with Question No. 138.

24/10/2018WRD03200Public Sector Pay

24/10/2018WRD03300144. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which the FEMPI cycle has been completed and-or will be completed in the future; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44183/18]

24/10/2018WRD03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  I refer the 
Deputy to the reply to Question No. 221 - PQ13541/18 - of 27 March 2018 

Question No. 145 answered with Question No. 138.

24/10/2018WRD03600Public Procurement Regulations

24/10/2018WRD03700146. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the specific issues that have been brought to his attention which indicate a lack of compliance 
with the criteria set down by his Department in terms of procurement and reform; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44185/18]

24/10/2018WRD03800148. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his views on whether procurement restrictions are restricting development of the economy in 
view of allegations to this effect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44187/18]

24/10/2018WRD03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 146 and 148 together.

Public Procurement is governed by EU legislation and National rules and guidelines. The 
aim of these rules is to promote an open, competitive and non-discriminatory public procure-
ment regime which delivers best value for money.

The Office of Government Procurement (OGP) has responsibility for the National Public 
Procurement Policy Framework which sets the overarching policy framework for public pro-
curement in Ireland.  This framework enables a more consistent approach to public procure-
ment across the public sector.

Public procurement practices are subject to audit and scrutiny under the Comptroller and 
Auditor General (Amendment) Act 1993, and the Local Government Reform Act 2014, and 
Accounting Officers are publicly accountable for expenditure incurred. Individual contracting 
authorities are responsible for establishing arrangements for ensuring the proper conduct of 
their affairs, including conformance to standards of good governance and accountability with 
regard to procurement. 

My colleague, Minister of State Patrick O’Donovan, launched new Public Procurement 
Guidelines for Goods and Services in July 2017. The guidelines facilitate Public Bodies in 
meeting their corporate governance requirements in relation to procurement. These guidelines 
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provide a comprehensive interpretation of the public procurement directives and have been 
designed to improve consistency and promote best practice in the application of the public 
procurement rules. 

Procurement reform is a key element of the Government’s overall reform programme and 
is aimed at delivering increased value for money, more accurate and timely data and improve-
ment in the capacity and capability of procurement across the public service.  The central pro-
curement frameworks and contracts established by the OGP and our sector partners in Health, 
Education, Local Government and Defence have been designed to optimise benefits including 
savings to the State through the strategic aggregation of its buying power.  

The reform is being carried out in a manner that recognises the importance of small and 
medium-sized enterprises in this country’s economy.  The aim is to drive fair, transparent and 
open competition in the marketplace but also to work with business to ensure that government 
procurement policies are business friendly.   In this regard, Minister of State O’Donovan chairs 
quarterly meetings of the SME Advisory Group, in accordance with the Programme for Gov-
ernment, where he hears at first hand the concerns of industry.

Question No. 147 answered with Question No. 138.

Question No. 148 answered with Question No. 146.

  Question No. 149 answered with Question No. 138.

24/10/2018WRD04300Construction Contracts

24/10/2018WRD04400150. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
to protect small contractors that engage in State work; and if the final payment in relation to a 
social housing site (details supplied) is being withheld from a company until the subcontractors 
have been reimbursed. [44190/18]

24/10/2018WRD04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The condi-
tions of most construction contracts in use between construction clients and building contrac-
tors in both the public and private sectors require that payments are made at defined intervals 
and that payment is contingent on work being completed to a pre-determined standard.  There 
is usually no contractual obligation on the main contractor to make payments to sub-contractors 
because this is left to the commercial arrangements that are contained in their respective con-
tracts.

The public works contract is no different, it imposes a single point of responsibility on the 
main contractor to deliver a construction project on time and within budget.

Poor payment practices prevalent in the construction industry prompted Senator Feargal 
Quinn to table a legislative response in the form of the Construction Contracts Bill which was 
initiated in Seanad Éireann in May 2010 as a Private Member’s Bill.  Analysis undertaken dur-
ing the development of the Bill highlighted the liberties that were taken by some contractors in 
the absence of a structure to determine payments down the supply chain.  

The Bill received Government and industry support and was enacted in 2013, it applies to 
all contracts entered into after 25 July 2016 in accordance with the ‘Construction Contracts 
Act, 2013 (Appointed Day) Order 2016’ (Statutory Instrument No 165 of 2016).  The Construc-
tion Contracts Act 2013   imposes minimum payment requirements and provides the necessary 
tools to enforce those payments between the main contractor and their sub-contractors and so 
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on down the supply chain.  It applies to all construction contracts (as defined in the Act), public 
or private sector, whether they are written or oral and whether they include payment provisions 
or not.

The Act provides important statutory protections for subcontractors in the construction in-
dustry and includes:

- a maximum payment interval of 30 days and a requirement to honour payment requests 
within 30 days for sub-contractors;

- a right to suspension for non-payment; 

- a right to refer a payment dispute to adjudication; and

- the prohibition of arrangements that make entitlement to payment conditional on certain 
events, (e.g. ‘pay when paid’ clauses, which delay payments until the payer has, in turn, been 
paid), which were prevalent in most forms of sub-contract.

The public works contracts were amended prior to the Act’s commencement in June 2016 to 
accommodate its requirements and to facilitate cash flow in accordance with the payment terms 
imposed on main contractors with respect to their sub-contractors.

Whilst much of the interest from industry surrounding the Act was centred on the introduc-
tion of adjudication, it is the discipline that the legislation imposes on payments that appears 
to be largely ignored.  Arguably these are the most important provisions in the Act but sub-
contractors must be proactive in enforcing their entitlements with the contractor for payments 
that are due.

The Act does not cut across the normal rules for company liquidation/receivership and so 
where this arises the only route for recovery is through the normal insolvency process.  How-
ever the magnitude of the exposure that many sub-contractors currently face upon the insol-
vency of a contractor would not arise if the provision for payments were insisted upon and the 
remedies available were exercised where payment is not forthcoming.

It is unacceptable that sub-contractors are suffering losses as a result of the insolvency 
of a contractor on a construction project.  However the issue raised would suggest that sub-
contractors are not exercising the rights provided for in the Construction Contracts Act which is 
surprising given the welcome it received by all contracting tiers in the industry and indeed the 
support it received from members of both Houses of the Oireachtas.  

The Construction Contracts Adjudication Service in the Department of Business, Enterprise 
& Innovation has responsibility for matters in relation to the implementation of the Construc-
tion Contracts Act, 2013.  The Chairperson of the Ministerial Panel of Adjudicators has sub-
mitted an Annual Report on the implementation of the Construction Contracts Act, 2013 to my 
colleague, the Minister of State with responsibility for the Act, Mr Pat Breen TD.  The second 
Annual Report covers the period from the 26th July 2017 to the 25th July 2018 and a copy of 
the report is available at the following link:

https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/Publication-files/Second-Annual-Report-of-the-imple-
mentation-of-the-Construction-Contracts-Act-2013.pdf.

As Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform I have responsibility for the formulation of 
policy, dissemination of best practice and guidance in public procurement.  The standard condi-
tions of the public works contract contain provisions that determine the value and timing of the 
interim and final payments that arise during the course of a project’s construction.  As you will 
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appreciate I am not in a position to comment on specific payments arising under a particular 
contract as this is a matter for the contracting authority who awarded the contract.

24/10/2018WRD04600Educational Supports

24/10/2018WRD04700151. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
if 19 speech and language therapists and 12 occupational therapists have been specifically re-
cruited by the HSE since May 2018 to work in a pilot project to bring specialised therapists into 
schools and preschools; and if not, the number of each specifically recruited for the projects. 
[44045/18]

24/10/2018WRD04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware 
that it was recently announced that a demonstration project to provide in-school and pre-
school therapy services will be introduced for the 2018/19 school year.

The project will be managed and co-ordinated by the National Council for Special Educa-
tion.

The demonstration project is being developed by a Working Group which includes rep-
resentatives from the Departments of Education, Children and Youth Affairs, Health, and the 
Health Service Executive (HSE).

The purpose of the project is to test a model of tailored therapeutic supports that allows for 
early intervention in terms of providing speech and language and occupational therapy within 
‘educational settings’. This innovative pilot will complement existing HSE funded provision of 
essential therapy services.  

The model will be that of inter professional collaboration with therapists and school staff 
working together to identify needs, plan interventions, and monitor progress and supporting 
school staff and parents to delivery indirect interventions, on a supervised basis.

It will be designed to provide for a clinical Speech and Language Therapy service delivery 
model of Specialist, Targeted and universal supports in line with best practice for pupils which 
will see them receiving supports along a continuum of provision depending on the extent or 
severity of needs of the child/pupil.    

It is intended that 19 speech and language therapists and 12 occupational therapists will 
be recruited by the HSE and assigned to work with the pilot project.

To date, 16 speech and language therapists and 12 occupational therapists have been re-
cruited and assigned to work with project. Two therapy managers have also been assigned to the 
project. The HSE is continuing to seek to recruit the remaining 3 speech and language therapists 
and it is hoped that this process can be completed in the near future.

24/10/2018WRD04900Site Acquisitions

24/10/2018WRD05000152. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he has taken 
to independently assess the controversy caused by the acquisition of a stadium (details sup-
plied) by his Department for €23 million, which is beyond the market value. [44086/18]

24/10/2018WRD05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department’s decision in 
2017 to acquire the Harold’s Cross Greyhound Stadium site was taken in the context of a re-
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view of demographics of the south Dublin city area which demonstrated a substantial projected 
growth in enrolment, known limited land availability and the impending sale of the site by the 
Irish Greyhound Board. From a school provision perspective, the site is well located to serve 
south Dublin city.

In March 2017, the Department requested of the Irish Greyhound Board, that the DPER 
Circular 11/15: Protocols for the Transfer and Sharing of State Property Assets   be followed to 
advance the acquisition.

This circular requires the Valuation Office to provide a determination of market value of 
the property to be disposed which is binding on both the disposing and acquiring Government 
Department or State body. 

The acquisition price of the property to which the Deputy refers was based on the property’s 
market value as determined by the Valuation Office.  The Valuation Office is an independent 
expert agency which provides independent and impartial valuations in accordance with Inter-
national Valuation Standards. 

 In the interests of transparency I have published the Valuation Office Report on my Depart-
ment’s website - link as follows. 

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Education-Reports/valuation-report-of-
harold%E2%80%99s-cross-greyhound-stadium-site-by-valuation-office-update-note-.pdf. 

In addition, the  Valuation Office provided a recent update to my Department which outlines 
the considerations which applied to this particular valuation. This update, which was requested 
by Department and received on 15 October 2018  is also published  on my Department’s web-
site - link as follows .

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Education-Reports/valuation-report-of-
harold%E2%80%99s-cross-greyhound-stadium-site-by-valuation-office-update-note-.pdf.

24/10/2018WRD05200Ministerial Correspondence

24/10/2018WRD05300153. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if correspondence 
in respect of a matter (details supplied) has been received by him. [43988/18]

24/10/2018WRD05400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): I 
understand that the former Minister, Deputy Richard Burton, was in receipt of a request to meet 
a deputation from the school in question.

The Patron of the school is the local Education and Training Board (ETB) and I understand 
that it is keeping the school and parents up to date on plans for the finish out of a building proj-
ect at the school which ceased when the contractor went into liquidation.  

The ETB and its Design Team is making arrangements for a replacement contractor.  This 
work is well underway.  The revised completion date for the project is now August 2019 in time 
for the commencement of the 2018/19 school year.  I understand that the programme remains 
on track to achieve this completion date.  On this basis I would like to provide assurances that 
every effort is being made by the ETB to ensure that the completion programme is adhered to 
and this is being closely monitored by my Department.

24/10/2018WRE00200School Transport Eligibility
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24/10/2018WRE00300154. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) is not being accommodated on school transport despite appeals being made. 
[43990/18]

24/10/2018WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2017/18 school year over 117,000 children, including over 12,000 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at 
a total cost of almost €190 million in 2017.

Children are generally eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criteria and 
are attending their nearest school. 

Children who are not eligible for school transport can be facilitated where spare seats are 
available after eligible children have been accommodated.  

Where the number of ineligible children exceeds the number of spare seats available Bus 
Éireann allocates tickets for the spare seats on the basis of an agreed selection process. 

Bus Éireann has advised that the child in question, who is not eligible for school transport, 
was unsuccessful in obtaining a seat for the 2018/2019 school year.

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.

24/10/2018WRE00500Teaching Qualifications

24/10/2018WRE00600155. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress he has 
made in considering whether more challenging thresholds of competency are required for those 
planning to teach in the Irish medium sector as outlined in the policy on Gaeltacht education; 
if the Teastas Eorpach sa Ghaeilge will be linked to the assessment of student teachers’ Irish 
language competency in Irish; and the CPD opportunities that have been made available for 
teachers in Gaeltacht and Irish medium schools for greater pedagogical competence to mediate 
the curriculum through Irish. [44009/18]

24/10/2018WRE00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): To work towards achieving 
the Policy on Gaeltacht Education objective, the Department engaged in a procurement process 
for the design and delivery of two new Irish-medium teacher education programmes.  These 
new teacher education programmes include a full-time 4-year Irish-medium Initial Teacher Ed-
ucation (ITE) B.Ed. programme (primary teaching) and a part-time 2-year Irish-medium M.Ed. 
postgraduate teacher education programme for practising primary and post-primary teachers 
and principals. Mary Immaculate College commenced the delivery of the Masters in Education 
(M.Ed.) on Irish-medium and Gaeltacht Education in September 2018, while Marino Institute 
of Education will deliver the Irish-medium initial teacher education B.Ed. programme from 
September 2019. 

On entry, candidates for each of  these new Irish medium teacher education programmes are 
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required to have reached an Irish-language proficiency standard of “independent user” Level B1 
(Common European Framework of Reference for Languages CEFRL) across all Irish-language 
competences (listening, reading, spoken interaction, spoken production, writing) following the 
completion of an externally administered Irish language proficiency test. This requirement is 
in addition to the existing entry requirement, which has been increased for all students entering 
primary ITE (see below). On exit from each of the two Irish-medium programmes, students 
must demonstrate that they have attained “proficient user” Level C1 (CEFRL) standard on exit 
from the Irish-medium B.Ed. and M.Ed. programmes, through the completion of an externally 
validated Irish-language proficiency test across all language competences (listening, reading, 
spoken interaction, spoken production, writing) in Irish.

The additional entry and exit requirements for these two new Irish-medium teacher educa-
tion programmes have been put in place to ensure that candidates are sufficiently proficient in 
the Irish language to enable them to engage fully with the programmes and to ensure that the 
programmes are meeting the objectives of the Policy on Gaeltacht Education 2017-2022. 

The potential for provision of Irish-medium programmes in other ITE providers will be 
considered in light of the experience of the initial Irish-medium programme and their impact on 
meeting the teacher supply needs of  Irish-medium and Gaeltacht schools.

From September 2019, the minimum level of Leaving Certificate Irish required at entry to 
programmes of primary ITE has been increased from a H5 to a H4 (Higher Level). All students 
who wish to enter the Irish-medium primary programme in Mary Immaculate College will need 
to fulfil this requirement, as well as the ones above. 

The Teaching Council is the statutory body charged with determining standards for the teach-
ing profession and for accrediting programmes of initial teacher education. All initial teacher 
education programmes were re-conceptualised and extended, in accordance with the Teaching 
Council’s Policy Paper on the Continuum of Teacher Education and Criteria and Guidelines 
for Programme Providers (both 2011, the latter updated in 2017). The Teaching Council is 
currently undertaking a review of its Criteria and Guidelines for Programme Providers, which 
will consider, among other things, the impact of the re-conceptualised programmes for Initial 
Teacher Education on teaching and learning in Irish. 

 Running in tandem with the introduction of new curricula at primary and post-primary, 
targeted continuing professional development opportunities for serving teachers are provided 
by the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST) and Junior Cycle for Teach-
ers (JCT). Furthermore, while they do not specifically address the teaching of other subjects 
through Irish, CPD in all other subjects and areas such as School Self-Evaluation and Leader-
ship is delivered in Irish to Gaeltacht and Irish-medium schools by the JCT and PDST, inclusive 
of the use of pedagogical approaches.

24/10/2018WRE00800School Management

24/10/2018WRE00900156. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will facilitate 
and support the school management of a school (details supplied) in providing a number of car 
parking spaces on land that the school management have negotiated from the landowner free of 
charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44012/18]

24/10/2018WRE01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers has been advised that the works in question can be applied for under a future Summer 
Works Scheme.  The school has also been informed that if it has identified works that require 
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immediate attention for health and safety reasons, it may submit an Emergency Works Applica-
tion for these works only for consideration.

24/10/2018WRE01100DEIS Review

24/10/2018WRE01200157. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of the 
qualifying criteria, including scores and other assessment parameters, which a school had to 
achieve at a minimum in order to qualify for DEIS status in relation to the review of the DEIS 
scheme and the subsequent DEIS Plan 2017 in which 79 additional schools were conferred with 
DEIS status; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44018/18]

24/10/2018WRE01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
my Department has introduced an objective, statistics based model for assessing which schools 
merit inclusion in the DEIS Programme, so that all stakeholders can have confidence that we are 
targeting extra resources at those schools with the highest levels of concentrated disadvantage.  

The key data sources used in the DEIS identification process are the DES Primary Online 
Database (POD) and Post-Primary Online (PPOD) Databases, and CSO data from the National 
Census of Population as represented in the Pobal HP Index for Small Areas which is a method 
of measuring the relative affluence or disadvantage of a particular geographical area. Variables 
used in the compilation of the HP Index include not only single parent rate, but those related to 
demographic growth, dependency ratios, education levels, overcrowding, social class, occupa-
tion and unemployment rates. This data is combined with pupil data, anonymised and aggre-
gated to small area, to provide information on the relative level of concentrated disadvantage 
present in the pupil cohort of individual schools.  This data is applied uniformly to all schools 
in the country in a fair and objective way, to identify the relative level of concentrated disad-
vantage present in each school.  

The calculation of the level of disadvantage in each school is based on the socio-economic 
background of their pupil cohort using centrally held data as previously outlined.  It is not based 
on the location of the school but on the geographical CSO Small Areas where the pupil cohort 
resides. Therefore it is important to understand that the demographic of neighbouring schools 
will not necessarily be the same and can indicate different levels of disadvantage based on the 
actual pupil cohort in each individual school. It is also important to note that the educational 
outcomes of the pupil cohort do not   form any part of the identification process and are not 
taken into account when determining whether a schools should be allocated DEIS status. 

A detailed document explaining the methodology used in the Identification process is avail-
able on my Department’s website at https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/
DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Identification-Process.pdf.

Following the application of the new identification process 79 additional schools were des-
ignated as DEIS and 30 urban primary schools were upgraded from DEIS Band 2 to DEIS 
Band 1.  These were schools that were identified as having the highest levels of concentrated 
disadvantage.

24/10/2018WRE01400DEIS Status

24/10/2018WRE01500158. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outcome, 
including scoring, of the assessment which was carried out in respect of a school (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal as part of the review of the DEIS scheme and subsequent DEIS Plan 
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2017 in which 79 additional schools were conferred with DEIS status in order to determine 
eligibility for DEIS supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44019/18]

24/10/2018WRE01600159. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outcome, 
including scoring, of the assessment which was carried out in respect of a school (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal as part of the review of the DEIS scheme and subsequent DEIS Plan 
2017 in which 79 additional schools were conferred with DEIS status in order to determine 
eligibility for DEIS supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44020/18]

24/10/2018WRE01700160. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outcome, 
including scoring, of the assessment which was carried out in respect of a school (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal as part of the review of the DEIS scheme and subsequent DEIS Plan 
2017 in which 79 additional schools were conferred with DEIS status in order to determine 
eligibility for DEIS supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44021/18]

24/10/2018WRE01800161. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outcome, 
including scoring, of the assessment which was carried out in respect of a school (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal as part of the review of the DEIS scheme and subsequent DEIS Plan 
2017 in which 79 additional schools were conferred with DEIS status, in order to determine 
eligibility for DEIS supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44022/18]

24/10/2018WRE01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 158 to 161, inclusive, together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that schools newly included in DEIS from February 2017 are 
only those with the highest levels of concentrated disadvantage.  Schools which were not in-
cluded, including those referred to by the Deputy, are those who have not been identified as 
being in that category.

In line with the stated aim of making the new DEIS identification model more transparent, 
it would be the intention of my Department to make available to all schools, in the interest of 
full transparency, information relating to their school’s concentrated level of disadvantage.  It is 
important that this is given some further consideration and my Department would welcome the 
view of its partners in this regard in due course following the outcome of the quality assurance 
process. 

However it is important to note that it is not proposed to publish this information generally 
as there is a significant risk that this would allow crude comparisons to be drawn in terms of 
relative levels of disadvantage in schools.  This would be highly divisive; unfair to parents, 
students and communities; place schools in an invidious position; and be contrary to the public 
interest.

Eircode functionality is currently being encoded on the relevant databases within my De-
partment and an independent accredited encoder, Gamma Autoaddress, have been contracted 
to provide the necessary services to facilitate this.  Work on this project is well underway.  The 
intention is that the encoding process will provide either an Eircode or a small area code for 
more than 80% of pupils.  It is anticipated that following the required testing and a communica-
tions process with schools, full functionality and application should be possible by the end of 
Q1 2019. 

In order to ensure the quality of the address data and conduct further analysis, it is not my 
intention to extend the DEIS programme to any further schools until this work is complete.
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24/10/2018WRE02300DEIS Administration

24/10/2018WRE02400162. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the ad-
ditional quality assurance work being carried out on the identification model employed for the 
purpose of assessing schools as part of the DEIS scheme formally commenced; the details of 
this work; when this work will be formally completed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44023/18]

24/10/2018WRE02500163. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if plans to reas-
sess all schools by quarter one of 2018 in terms of their identified level of disadvantage tak-
ing into account the updated census data from 2016 combined with updated school data has 
been achieved and completed in relation to the identification model employed as part of the 
DEIS scheme; if so, the details of the schools which have been identified by this new model 
as qualifying for DEIS supports in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44024/18]

24/10/2018WRE02600164. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason no 
additional schools have been conferred with DEIS status in relation to the commitment made 
to reassess all schools by quarter one of 2018 for the purpose of identifying schools in need of 
DEIS supports; when schools identified following this process can expect to begin to receive 
DEIS supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44025/18]

24/10/2018WRE02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 162 to 164, inclusive, together.

One of the objectives of DEIS Plan 2017 is to more closely match resources with identified 
needs in individual schools within a finite financial envelope.  DEIS Plan 2017 states that the 
improved data on the socio-demographic of schools resulting from the new identification model 
will have an impact not only on the assessment for schools for inclusion in the programme but 
also on the scaling of resources to allow for more graduated levels of support.  This in turn al-
lows for the ultimate objective of allocating resources to best meet the identified need of indi-
vidual schools. 

 In order to achieve this, we need to ensure that the current identification model is as ac-
curate as possible and this will be facilitated by the use of Eircode to ensure correct inputting 
of addresses. 

Eircode functionality is currently being encoded on the relevant databases within my De-
partment and an independent accredited encoder, Gamma Autoaddress, have been contracted 
to provide the necessary services to facilitate this.  Work on this project is well underway.  The 
intention is that the encoding process will provide either an Eircode or a small area code for 
more than 80% of pupils.   It is anticipated that following the required testing and a communi-
cations process with schools, full functionality and application should be possible by the end 
of Q1 2019. 

Further analysis is also required to examine other variables known to be strong predictors of 
educational disadvantage in the context of resource allocation.  

In order to ensure the quality of the address data and conduct further analysis, it is not my 
intention to extend the DEIS programme to any further schools until this work is complete.

I wish to advise the Deputy that work is continuing on the implementation of the various 
Actions under DEIS Plan 2017 with a focus on targeting extra resources as closely as possible 
at those students with the greatest level of need.  Work has also commenced on identifying such 
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interventions that are having the greatest impact on tackling educational disadvantage.  This 
will involve testing new approaches in groups of schools and working closely with schools in 
school self-evaluation and planning improvements. 

24/10/2018WRE03000School Services Staff

24/10/2018WRE03100165. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for 
the decision to deny an ancillary grant to a school (details supplied); if he will engage with the 
school on this matter; if his attention has been drawn to the unique situation this dual campus 
school finds itself in relation to ancillary staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44046/18]

24/10/2018WRE03200167. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will sanction 
and fund a new school secretary for a school (details supplied) in view of the fact that one of 
the existing secretaries is retiring; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this is an amal-
gamated school based in two campuses which traditionally has two school secretaries; if his 
attention has been further drawn to the fact that parents have expressed concerns regarding the 
health and safety of their children on the grounds that there will not now be a staff member at 
the reception in one of the campuses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44054/18]

24/10/2018WRE03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 165 and 167 together.

Funding for all primary schools in the free education scheme is dealt with on a per capita 
basis. 

The two main grants are the capitation grant to cater for day to day running costs such as 
heating, lighting, cleaning, insurance, general up-keep etc., and the ancillary services grant to 
cater for the cost of employing ancillary services staff. 

The school referred to by the Deputy received €110,416 in respect of capitation funding in 
2018, €74,770 for Capitation and €35,646 for Ancillary Services.  In addition to these grants 
the salaries in respect of two Secretaries have been paid directly by my Department under the 
1978/79 scheme, one of which will continue for 2019.

Schools are permitted to regard the capitation and ancillary services grants as a combined 
grant and Boards of Management have autonomy on how they use and prioritise this funding 
to meet their day to day running costs, including for the provision of secretarial and caretaker 
services.

There is no provision for additional payments outside of those outlined above.

24/10/2018WRE03400Teacher Training Provision

24/10/2018WRE03500166. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to train 
teachers in the use of adrenaline autoinjection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44047/18]

24/10/2018WRE03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department promotes the 
quality of teaching and learning through the provision of quality teacher training programmes 
and continuing professional development and support for principals and teachers in a range of 
pedagogical, curricular and educational areas. This is done through initial teacher education 
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programmes, education centres and support services for teachers at primary and post-primary 
level.

Under the provisions of the Education Act 1998, the Board of Management is the body 
charged with the direct governance of a school. 

The Board of Management of each school is responsible for the care and safety of all of the 
students in their school and care and safety should be at the centre of all policy and practices. 
Schools are required to take all reasonable precautions to provide training for teachers to ensure 
the safety and welfare of their pupils.

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) advise that, by law, employers and those who con-
trol workplaces to any extent, must identify hazards in the workplaces under their control and 
assess the risk presented by the hazards.

Employers must write down the risks and what to do about them. This is known as Risk As-
sessment. The aim of Risk Assessment is to reduce the risk of injury and illness associated with 
work. The Risk Assessment(s) will form part of the employer’s Safety Statement.

The Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (General Application) Regulations 2007 set out the 
First-Aid requirements for workplaces as follows: “Employers have a duty to provide first-aid 
equipment at all places at work where working conditions require it. Depending on the size or 
specific hazard (or both) of the place of work, trained occupational first-aiders must also be 
provided. Apart from some exceptions, first-aid rooms must be provided where appropriate. 
Information must also be provided to employees as regards the first-aid facilities and arrange-
ments in place.”

It is important that the school management authority requests parents to ensure that the 
school is made aware of any medical condition suffered by any student attending. Where the 
school is aware of potential difficulties that may arise as a consequence of a medical condition 
suffered by one or more students, it may be possible for the management authorities, working in 
conjunction with parents, teachers and children to put preventative measures in place to lessen 
the possibility of any difficulties arising or to ensure that, if a student suffers from an illness re-
quiring, for example, the administration of medication, that appropriate treatment is available.

The administration of medicines in primary schools is the subject of an agreement between 
the Irish National Teachers Organisation and the organisation representing school management 
at primary level. While this agreement specifies that no teacher can be required to administer 
medicine or drugs to pupils, it also sets out procedures that must be followed where a teacher 
or teachers agree to do so. The position is that either the parents of the child should make them-
selves available to administer medication as required, or where they wish the staff in the school 
to administer it, they should indemnify the school.

My Department cannot direct any member of the Board of Management or the teaching 
staff of the school to administer medical treatment to pupils, action and procedures which are 
normally carried out by medical professionals such as doctors and nurses. 

The organisation of training in the administration of medicines is a matter for the Board of 
Management and my Department has no plans for future training programmes in this area.

Where a child requires adult assistance to assist in the administration of medicine and where 
the extent of assistance required would overly disrupt normal teaching time, SNA support may 
be allocated for this purpose.

It is a matter for the Board of Management to ensure that SNAs are in a position to effec-
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tively meet the care needs of students for whom SNA support has been allocated in the school, 
when appointing an SNA. 

Where specific training is required, the Board of Management should liaise with the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) in order to ensure that the HSE provides guidance and training that 
enables the SNA to meet the care needs of the pupil in an appropriate manner. It is a matter for 
individual school authorities to make such arrangements locally. 

It is my Department’s experience that once the matter has been discussed in detail with the 
Board of Management and staff of a school, and once all parties are clear as to the procedures 
to be followed, arrangements can normally be made to assist the administration of first aid or 
medicine.

Question No. 167 answered with Question No. 165.

24/10/2018WRE03800School Staff

24/10/2018WRE03900168. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
appeal by a school (details supplied). [44068/18]

24/10/2018WRE04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the 30 September 2017.  However, the staffing 
arrangements for primary schools includes the provision whereby schools experiencing rapid 
increases in enrolment can apply for additional permanent mainstream posts on developing 
grounds, using projected enrolment for the following September, in this case September 2018.

The school referred to by the Deputy applied for a developing post for the 2018/19 school 
year.  The application was initially refused due to available capacity in the surrounding area.  
However, in light of additional information received from the school, the developing post was 
approved in September.  The school’s enrolment on 30th September 2018 was sufficient to 
retain the additional class teacher for the current school year.  The school has been notified in 
this regard.

24/10/2018WRE04100Schools Building Projects

24/10/2018WRE04200169. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a school (details supplied) in County Leitrim; if he will meet with a delegation to 
discuss proposals regarding a new building for the school; the amount of funding allocated for 
new school buildings in budget 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44081/18]

24/10/2018WRE04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has agreed to meet with the school in question and my officials are await-
ing further contact from the school in this regard. 

My Department’s capital allocation for school building purposes in 2019 is €622m.

As the Deputy will be aware, the National Development Plan (NDP) provides for an €8.4 
billion investment in school buildings over the period 2018 to 2027 to deliver on NDP and Na-
tional Planning Framework objectives through addressing the twin priorities of catering for de-
mographics and ensuring a strengthened focus on refurbishment of existing school stock. This 
investment will result in an almost doubling of the capital budget for school buildings - €540m 
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in 2018 rising to an annual average of circa. €1 billion in the second half of the NDP period.

24/10/2018WRE04400Schools Building Projects Status

24/10/2018WRE04500170. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a sub-
mission by a school (details supplied) which was submitted for approval on 11 September 2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44088/18]

24/10/2018WRE04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the project to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to the local Education and Train-
ing Board (ETB).

I can confirm that the Stage 2A submission was recently submitted to my Department for 
examination.  The outcome of this examination will be conveyed to the ETB as soon as it is 
available.

24/10/2018WRE04700School Discipline

24/10/2018WRE04800171. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills his Department’s 
policy on the use of prone restraints in schools; and if his attention has been drawn to schools 
that use such restraints on children with disabilities. [44121/18]

24/10/2018WRE04900172. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to a discussion document by an organisation (details supplied); the way in which he 
plans to respond to the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter [44122/18]

24/10/2018WRE05000173. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the immediate 
steps he will take to ensure children are safe in school (details supplied). [44123/18]

24/10/2018WRE05100175. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
reported incidents of seclusion in schools here in the school year 2017-2018.  [44125/18]

24/10/2018WRE05200176. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
reported incidents of restraint here in the school year 2017-2018.  [44126/18]

24/10/2018WRE05300177. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on se-
clusion of vulnerable children in schools. [44127/18]

24/10/2018WRE05400178. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on re-
straint of vulnerable children in schools. [44128/18]

24/10/2018WRE05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 171 to 173, inclusive, and 175 to 178, inclusive, together.

The Board of Management of each school is responsible for the care and safety of all of 
the pupils in their school. Schools should supervise and support children who are distressed or 
out of control until they have recovered and are able to re-engage in the classroom. In some 
circumstances this may mean the temporary removal of a child from the environment where the 
problems have arisen. Schools are not required to report on such interventions. 

Schools owe a duty of care to all their students and any action taken in relation to managing 
behavior must be proportionate.
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Tusla’s Educational Welfare Service, under the aegis of the Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs, has published guidelines for schools on Codes of Behaviour which all schools are 
required by law to have in place. The guidelines advise that specialised behaviour manage-
ment strategies, such as the use of restraint, should not be used without expert advice, training 
and monitoring. In particular, the guidelines point to certain sanctions which are regarded as 
inappropriate, including leaving a student in an unsupervised situation while in the care of the 
school. All parents must be made aware of behaviour management strategies employed by the 
school.

Schools may seek advice from their local National Educational Psychological Services psy-
chologist, from the NCSE’s Support Service which includes Special Educational Needs Organ-
isers, the National Behavioural Support Service and the Special Education Support Service, as 
to how children with behavioural needs can best be supported in school.

A range of guidance is available for schools in relation to the management of student be-
haviour. The Department published Guidelines for Supporting Pupils with Behavioural, Emo-
tional, and Social Difficulties, which is available on the Department’s website, www.education.
ie. The National Educational Psychological Services document Behavioural, Emotional and 
Social Difficulties – A Continuum of Support also provides advice for teachers, including some 
advice on the use of “time out” procedures in the classroom.

Training is available for schools in relation to the provision of support for children with 
special educational needs from the NCSE’s Regional Service. The Special Education Support 
Service can, as part of their designated training modules, provide guidance for schools in rela-
tion to the management of difficult behaviour.

Following a request by the Department for policy advice from the NCSE, which provided 
recommendations in relation to crisis situations and complex behavioural needs, work on devel-
oping guidelines for schools is underway. The Department will engage with education partners 
on these in the coming months. It is anticipated that the guidelines will be finalised by the end 
of this school year. The guidelines will assist schools in responding in circumstances where 
students pose an immediate threat of harm to themselves or others.

The guidelines will be underpinned by the principles that such intervention is never used for 
the purposes of discipline; that it should be applied proportionately and should last only as long 
as is necessary to de-escalate the situation. The guidelines will also underline the importance of 
continued supervision of children during a crisis period including matters related to behaviour. 
It is also expected that the guidelines will underline the importance of recording such incidents 
and how they are managed.

Where a parent, or any other person, has concerns about the care or safety of a child in 
school they should report these concerns to the Board of Management of the school in the first 
instance.

Where a parent or other person has a concern about the welfare or protection of a child in a 
school they may report the matter as a child protection concern to Tusla or to the Department 
of Education and Skills who will then report any child protection complaint in accordance with 
the Department’s procedures.

24/10/2018WRF00200Special Educational Needs

24/10/2018WRF00300174. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the specific as-
pects of the Education for Persons with Special Needs Act 2004 that have been implemented; 
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and the timeline for the implementation of the remainder. [44124/18]

24/10/2018WRF00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a number of sections of the Education for Persons with Special Needs (EPSEN) Act 2004 
have been commenced.  The commenced provisions include those establishing the National 
Council for Special Education (NCSE) and those providing for an inclusive approach to the 
education of children with special educational needs.

The following sections of the EPSEN Act were commenced in 2005. 

Section 1 – Interpretation

Section 2 - providing for the inclusive education of children with Special Educational Needs

Section 14 – placing certain duties on schools

Sections 19 to 37 - placing the Council on a statutory footing. 

Section 39 - placing certain duties on Health Boards

Sections 40 to 53 - amending the Education Act

Schedule 1 – providing for meetings and membership of the Council

Schedule 2 providing for the Chief Executive Officer of the Council. 

The remaining sections of the Act have yet to be commenced.  The Sections of the EPSEN 
Act which have not been implemented are those which would have conferred a statutory entitle-
ment to – 

- an educational assessment for all children with special educational needs. 

- consequent development of a statutory individual educational plan (IEP).

- the delivery of detailed educational services on foot of this plan.

- an independent appeals process.

The NCSE estimated, in its implementation Plan which was developed in 2006, that ad-
ditional investment over a period of years of up to €235m per annum, across the education and 
health sectors, would be required to fully implement the EPSEN Act. 

The view of the Department of Education and Skills was that the level of investment re-
quired could be significantly greater than that envisaged in the NCSE report. Legal advice pro-
vided to that Department also indicated that the EPSEN Act, as it is currently constituted, may 
not be implemented on a phased, or age cohort, basis.

In light of the difficult economic situation and the significant costs involved, the Govern-
ment of the day, and subsequent Governments, deferred the full implementation of EPSEN.

Revised estimates of the amount of additional expenditure required to fully implement the 
remaining sections of the EPSEN Act have not recently been conducted. The level of additional 
expenditure required would have to take into account annual demographic growth and service 
developments in the area of special educational needs, pricing adjustments and salary cost dif-
ferentials on an ongoing basis. Estimates would also have to be made as to the number of pupils 
who might currently qualify for the statutory service provisions envisaged by the EPSEN Act.

The Government is committed to helping every child, particularly those with special educa-
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tional needs, to fulfil their potential. 

In 2018, my Department will invest over €1.75 Billion in this area - 1/5 of my Department’s 
budget and up 42% since 2011, at which point €1.24 Billion was invested. This increased in-
vestment has allowed the Government to increase the number of:

SNAs by 42%, from 10,575 in 2011 to 15,000 by the end of 2018.

Special classes by 138% to over 1,300 at present, compared to 548 special classes in 2011.

Special education teachers by 38% from 9,630 in 2011 to over 13,300 at present in      2018.

Under the Programme for a Partnership Government, I have committed to consulting with 
stakeholders on how best to progress aspects of the Act on a non-statutory basis. 

A range of consultations with Education Partners and Stakeholders took place in relation to 
the development of the new model for allocating special education teachers over the course of 
2017. The new model was introduced for all schools from September 2017.  Further consulta-
tions took place with education partners and stakeholders in the context of the undertaking of a 
comprehensive review of the SNA scheme and will continue in relation to the implementation 
of recommendations contained in this report.

Consultations also took place in relation to providing power to the National Council for 
Special Educational need to designate a school place for a person with special educational 
needs, which is now provided for in the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018.

I can also advise that, whereas there is not currently a statutory requirement to provide indi-
vidual education plans for children with special needs, at present, all schools are encouraged to 
use Education Plans. The Department of Education and Skills Inspectorate’s advice is that the 
majority of schools are now using some form of individual education planning for children with 
special needs. In line with Circular 30/2014, schools are also required to put in place Personal 
Pupil Plan including a care plan for all pupils availing of SNA support while the Guidelines 
for schools on implementing the new special education teacher allocation model as point to the 
important to ensuring that student support plans or educational plans are in place.

While awaiting the full implementation of the EPSEN Act, the NCSE has also published a 
number of policy advice papers which make recommendations aimed at developing a better or 
more effective alternative to the current resource allocation model, and which aims to move the 
system towards ultimate implementation of the EPSEN Act.

It is therefore intended to bring into effect many of the good ideas contained in the EPSEN 
Act, on a non-statutory basis initially, through policy developments across a range of areas, in 
conjunction with NCSE policy advice. Full consultation will also take place with stakeholders 
before adjustments are made. 

I can assure you that this Government will continue to prioritise investment in the area of 
special education support and I am confident that ongoing investment and reform will continue 
to see improvements made in this area.

Questions Nos. 175 to 178, inclusive, answered with Question No. 171.

24/10/2018WRF00900School Staff

24/10/2018WRF01000179. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
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tary Question No. 143 of 18 October 2018, the procedures to cover maternity and sick leave 
absence; if there is panel of teachers to cover short and long-term absence; and if schools under 
contract are obliged to cover such absences. [44138/18]

24/10/2018WRF01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The recruitment and appoint-
ment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the individual school authority, subject to 
procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the Educa-
tion (Amendment) Act 2012). The deployment of teaching staff in the school, the range of sub-
jects offered and ultimately the quality of teaching and learning are in the first instance a matter 
for the school management authorities.

The managerial authority of a school may employ a substitute to replace a teacher absent 
from teaching duty on an approved absence including certified illness and maternity leave. 

24/10/2018WRF01200National Educational Psychological Service

24/10/2018WRF01300180. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills when an educa-
tional psychologist will be assigned to a school (details supplied); the reason this service was 
withdrawn; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44154/18]

24/10/2018WRF01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the 
event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments (SCPA).

All mainstream schools in Galway City and County receive a service from NEPS psycholo-
gists based in the Galway Office. While there are currently two psychologist vacancies in this 
office, all schools continue to have access to support and development, critical incident and ad-
visory support from NEPS and pupil casework via their assigned psychologist or via SCPA. The 
school to which the Deputy refers in his question is receiving assessment services via SCPA.  
This situation is temporary and replacement staff are currently being sought from recruitment 
panels administered by the Public Appointments Service. These are expected to be engaged by 
the end of this calendar year.

My Department remains committed to the maintenance of our educational psychological 
service and the valuable supports it provides to our schools and would instance the announce-
ment, in the context of last weeks’ Budget, of a further staffing increase of 10 psychologist posts 
for NEPS as tangible evidence of this ongoing commitment. 

24/10/2018WRF01500School Transport Provision

24/10/2018WRF01600181. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
person (details supplied) can expect school transport to be provided for children; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44160/18]

24/10/2018WRF01700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 
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In the 2017/18 school year over 117,000 children, including over 12,000 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at 
a total cost of almost €190 million in 2017.

Bus Éireann has confirmed that a transport service for the child in question will commence 
this week. 

24/10/2018WRF01800School Management

24/10/2018WRF01900182. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44167/18]

24/10/2018WRF02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): On 5 October 2018, an inde-
pendent appeals committee held a full hearing on the appeal under Section 29 of the Education 
Act, 1998 referred to by the Deputy. It is envisaged that the decision of the appeals committee 
will be forwarded to the appellant during the course of this week. 

24/10/2018WRF02100Digital Strategy for Schools

24/10/2018WRF02200183. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
banning of recreational electronic devices, phones, tablet computers and other screen devices 
with Internet capabilities from primary and secondary schools; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44194/18]

24/10/2018WRF02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The decision to use tech-
nology including smartphones, tablets etc, is a matter for the Board of Management of each 
school.  To assist schools, information on the adoption of tablets in schools is available on the 
PDST-Technology in Education (PDST-TIE) website, detailing what tablets can offer a school, 
educational considerations, purchasing considerations and software.  Where the introduction of 
new technology is planned, there should be consultation with all members of the school com-
munity including parents.

 Earlier this year, my predecessor, Minister Bruton, issued a circular to all schools requiring 
them to consult with parents and the school community on the use of smart phones and digital 
devices in schools.  This requirement will be underpinned in law once the Parents and Students 
Charter is enacted. This bottom-up approach will ensure all parents, teachers and school com-
munities are satisfied with the smart phone policy in place in their school. It will also mean that 
parents will be able to adopt a complimentary approach at home to what they know is in place 
in their child’s school, if they wish to do so.

One of the key objectives of the Digital Strategy for Schools 2015-2020 is to promote 
responsible and ethical use of the internet and related technologies and to continue to under-
take awareness-raising actions and programmes that promote responsible and ethical use of the 
internet. There are extensive training and curricular supports and resources available to assist 
schools in the development of policies and practices on the safe use of the internet, and related 
issues.  Information and resources are also  available for teachers, parents, and children through 
the Webwise Internet Safety Initiative which promotes the safe use of the internet by young 
people and raises awareness for parents on the associated risks. 
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 The Action Plan on Online Safety, which was launched by the Taoiseach on 11 July last and 
which is currently being implemented, recognises that online safety is not the responsibility of 
any one Department, but that many Departments have a role to play. The Action Plan sets out 
25 Actions and the Departments responsible for their delivery.  A sponsors group, chaired by the 
Department of Education & Skills, has been established to drive implementation of the Action 
Plan. 

24/10/2018WRF02400School Services Staff

24/10/2018WRF02500184. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44197/18]

24/10/2018WRF02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Officials in my Department 
are examining this matter and I will revert to Deputy in due course.

24/10/2018WRF02700Schools Building Contractors

24/10/2018WRF02800185. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills the name of the 
main contractors appointed to construct each large scale school building project undertaken 
from 2010 to date. [44198/18]

24/10/2018WRF02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information requested by 
the Deputy is not readily available for the years 2010 and 2011 and would represent a signifi-
cant administrative burden to compile. However, if the Deputy wishes to nominate a particular 
school or schools that commenced on site during those years I would be happy to provide the 
details directly to him.

The information requested by the Deputy for projects that commenced on site during the 
years, 2012-2018 is available at the following link:. 

  [<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/53D74D4C7700416B80258331
003354A4/$File/Tables185.docx?openelement”>Tables185</a>].

24/10/2018WRF03000Departmental Agencies Expenditure

24/10/2018WRF03100186. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the payments 
made by HEAnet to a company (details supplied) by research and education institution and-or 
location in each of the years 2013 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [44199/18]

24/10/2018WRF03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department officials are 
co-ordinating a response to this question and will revert directly to the Deputy in the coming 
days. 

24/10/2018WRF03300Schools Building Projects Administration

24/10/2018WRF03400187. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the outstanding 
issues in relation to a completed building project at a school (details supplied) will be reviewed 
that has a sum of €25,000 approximately outstanding which was not the responsibility of the 
school but is being left to the school principal and management to resolve and will result in a 



24 October 2018

65

deficit in funding for the school if not resolved. [44234/18]

24/10/2018WRF03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The review that the Deputy 
refers to was carried out by my Department and the outcome was communicated to the school 
in July 2018.  My Department wrote to the school at that time seeking certain information.  A 
response is awaited to enable this matter to be considered further.

24/10/2018WRF03600Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRF03700188. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cad iad na 
céimeanna atá tógtha aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bhfuil dóthain daoine ar fáil in a Roinn le 
seirbhísí a chur ar fáil dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge leis an stát-
seirbhís; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44379/18]

24/10/2018WRF03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Is iad na príomhghráid sa 
Roinn atá gafa le seirbhísí a sheachadadh ar phobal na Gaeilge ná na gráid a bhaineann le 
cigireacht na scoileanna agus le soláthar na seirbhísí síceolaíochta oideachais a chuireann An 
tSeirbhís Náisiúnta Síceolaíochta Oideachais ar fáil do scoileanna i gceantair Ghaeltachta agus 
do Ghaelscoileanna. Tá 24 síceolaí oideachais sa tSeirbhís faoi láthair atá inniúil sa Ghaeilge 
agus a chuireann a gcuid seirbhísí proifisiúnta ar fáil trí Ghaeilge. Tá 51 cigire i Rannán Chi-
gireacht na Scoileanna ag an mbunleibhéal agus tá 48 díobh seo freagrach as scoileanna ina 
múintear an siollabas trí Ghaeilge. Tá 11 de na cigirí seo freagrach as scoileanna Gaeltachta mar 
go bhfuil na scoileanna sin mar chuid den cheantar acu. Ag an iar-bhunleibhéal is speisialtóirí in 
ábhar-réimsí na cigirí den chuid is mó. Cuireann foireann na cigireachta iar-bhunleibhéal a cuid 
seirbhísí ar fáil chomh maith do scoileanna ina múintear an curaclam trí Ghaeilge. 

Ó bunaíodh an Aonad um Oideachas Gaeltachta sa Roinn i 2017, tá seirbhísí trí mheán 
na Gaeilge ar fáil sa Roinn chun tacú le scoileanna Gaeltachta agus chun an Pholasaí don 
Oideachas Gaeltachta 2017-2022 a chur i bhfeidhm. 

Faoi láthair tá dóthain de bhaill foirne proifisiúnta ann atá inniúil sa Ghaeilge chun seirbhísí 
proifisiúnta a sheachadadh do na scoileanna i gceist. I dteannta sin tá líon oifigigh i ngrádan-
na riaracháin atá ábalta plé le fiosrucháin trí mheán na Gaeilge.

24/10/2018WRF03900Garda Stations

24/10/2018WRF04000189. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
of the progress of the new Garda Station in Macroom, County Cork; if his attention has been 
drawn to the poor condition of the current Garda Station in Macroom; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43981/18]

24/10/2018WRF04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is pro-
gressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works 
(OPW), which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021 is an ambitious 5-year Pro-
gramme based on agreed Garda priorities, which continues to benefit over 30 locations around 
the country. The Programme includes over €60 million of Exchequer funding as well as a 
major Public Private Partnership (PPP) project to deliver stations at Macroom, Clonmel and 
Sligo. This is in addition to the provision of over €100 million for delivery of 3 new Divisional 
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and Regional Headquarters in Wexford, Galway and Kevin Street, Dublin, each of which, I 
am pleased to confirm, have been completed and are now operational.

Regarding the PPP to deliver stations at Macroom, Clonmel and Sligo, I am informed by 
the OPW and the Garda authorities that the OPW has acquired sites for the development of the 
new stations in Macroom and Sligo. The site for the new Garda Station in Clonmel is already 
in State ownership and work is continuing between the OPW and Tipperary County Council on 
its transfer from the Council to the OPW.  On completion, ownership of all three sites will be 
vested in the OPW.

The development of PPP projects is progressed under the auspices of the National Devel-
opment Finance Agency (NDFA). My Department is in contact with the NDFA with a view to 
progressing the matter further.  It is not possible to provide a timeframe for the completion of 
these projects at this point.

In relation to the existing station at Macroom, I am advised by the Garda authorities that a 
limited amount of additional accommodation has been provided for Garda use, pending devel-
opment of the new station.  I am further informed that, on foot of a request for renovation works 
to the public office, the Garda authorities have requested estimated costings from the OPW, for 
consideration having regard to available resources and overall Garda accommodation priorities.

24/10/2018WRF04200Garda Reserve

24/10/2018WRF04300190. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when current 
applicants to the Garda Reserves will be called for training; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43982/18]

24/10/2018WRF04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Section 26 of the Garda 
Síochána Act 2005 vests full control, direction and operation of An Garda Síochána in the of-
fice of Commissioner. The allocation of resources including recruitment and training of Garda 
members and members of the Garda Reserve is entirely a matter for the Garda Commissioner 
and I, as Minister, have no responsibility in this matter.

To inform future decisions around the use of the Reserve, An Garda Siochana is currently 
conducting a strategic review as a matter of priority. This approach is in line with the recom-
mendation by the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland, which published its report 
in September. The Commission also recommended that recruitment to the Reserve be paused 
pending completion of the strategic review.

The Commission’s report is a major report on one of the key functions of the State and it 
is now receiving appropriate consideration. My Department is engaged in a detailed consulta-
tion process and as part of this process, I have asked the Garda Commissioner to respond to 
the recommendations in the report insofar as they directly concern An Garda Síochána. I have 
requested that this response will include an implementation plan of how he intends to take mat-
ters forward.

Once these engagements are completed, I will bring a High-level Implementation Plan and 
proposed project structure to Government for approval before the end of the year.  

I would advise any candidate with a query on the status of their application for entry into the 
Garda Reserve to contact the Garda Appointments Office directly. 
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24/10/2018WRF04500Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Investigations

24/10/2018WRF04600191. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a public in-
quiry will be instigated in respect of the circumstance surrounding a person (details supplied). 
[43992/18]

24/10/2018WRF04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy’s question 
relates to the circumstances of the tragic death of a young man, Shane O’Farrell, in a road traf-
fic accident.  As the Deputy will be aware, there is a current investigation being conducted by 
the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission into conduct which may lead to disciplinary 
proceedings against one or more Garda members. That investigation is on-going and I do not 
propose to comment on that matter while the investigation is proceeding. GSOC is independent 
and it would be entirely inappropriate of me to comment where I have no authority to do so.

I have been informed by GSOC that the outcome of that investigation will be submitted to 
the GSOC Commissioners as soon as is practicable.  Upon receipt of the report, GSOC will, in 
accordance with section 97 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, submit a report to the Garda Com-
missioner outlining its findings.  It will also contain a recommendation about whether or not 
disciplinary proceedings should be instituted under the Garda Síochána Disciplinary Regula-
tions against any of the Garda members subject of the investigation.

In response to the motion passed by this House before the summer recess calling for an in-
vestigation into Shane O’Farrell’s death, the Government must respect fully the independence 
of GSOC.  The motion referred to the need to examine the actions of the Gardaí, the Director 
of Public Prosecutions, GSOC and the Courts.  The Government recognises the failings that oc-
curred in the run up to this tragic incident and GSOC, the independent authority established by 
an Act of the Oireachtas, should be allowed to complete its investigation unhindered. 

Having said that, I want to reiterate the Government’s undertaking that when the GSOC 
investigations are completed, the question of what further action might be taken will be con-
sidered.

24/10/2018WRF04800Departmental Properties

24/10/2018WRF04900192. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 257 of 27 June 2017, if he will provide an updated table of costs to 
date in respect of Thornton Hall; if he or his officials have had consultation with the Office of 
Public Works or the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government regarding trans-
ferring this asset to either body for their use; if a review of its potential value and benefit to the 
State has been undertaken; if not, his plans to carry out a review within the next five years; if 
he has engaged with a third party or a State body regarding the sale of the lands; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44040/18]

24/10/2018WRF05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Thornton Hall site was purchased in 2005 with the intention of constructing a large scale 
prison campus to replace the 19th century complex at Mountjoy Prison which the then Govern-
ment planned to sell to fund the development. Due to the downturn in the economy, the scale of 
the project could not be accommodated within the capital allocation available and the project 
did not proceed.  Over the decade since the original plan, international research has tended 
towards smaller prisons within reach of support communities as the best option for rehabilita-
tion.  In addition, in light of the decision not to proceed with Thornton Hall, significant capital 
investment has been made at the Mountjoy campus over recent years to upgrade accommoda-
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tion and eliminate the practice of slopping out.  

The Irish Prison Service now proposes to further develop the Mountjoy site over the period 
2021-2031 as referenced in the National Development Plan.  The aim is to bring the remainder 
of the prison up to an acceptable modern standard capable of serving custody and rehabilitation 
needs into the future.  

In the meantime, the Thornton Hall site which is fully serviced and adjacent to Dublin 
airport remains in my Department’s ownership and in recent years a working group, which 
included representation from the OPW, considered future use options for the site. This included 
discussions with Fingal County Council.  More recently, the site has also been flagged to the 
Department of Housing and Local Government. As such, the site will be considered both in 
the context of broader State requirements for land assets and future requirements in relation to 
detention of prisoners.

As requested by the Deputy, the table below has been updated to include the costs in respect 
of ongoing maintenance, repairs and utilities up to the end of 2017. 

Maintenance, Repairs & Utilities (€)

Year
2014 248,190
2015 117,930
2016 62,001
2017 74,999

24/10/2018WRF05100Work Permits Applications

24/10/2018WRF05200193. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an appeal of an application for access to the labour market in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44043/18]

24/10/2018WRF05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
if an application for International Protection and a related application for permission to access 
the labour market has been made in the State, for confidentiality reasons, it is not the practice 
to comment on such applications and the applicant or his legal representative should contact 
either the Labour Market Access Unit of INIS or the International Protection Appeals Tribunal 
(IPAT) directly. 

The Labour Market Access Unit may be contacted either by email to lmauqueries@justice.
ie or in writing to INIS Labour Market Access Unit at PO Box 12931, Freepost FDN5264, Dub-
lin 2. The IPAT may be contacted either by email to info@protectionappeals.ie, by telephone 
at 01 474 8400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The 
International Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320.

24/10/2018WRG00200Legislative Reviews

24/10/2018WRG00300194. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he 
will review the legislation related to citizenship to include those persons that have been mar-
ried for a defined length of time to an Irish citizen living overseas in recognition of their close 
familial ties to Ireland. [44052/18]
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24/10/2018WRG00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There are currently no 
plans to review the legislation related to citizenship to include those persons that have been 
married for a defined length of time to an Irish citizen living overseas in recognition of their 
close familial ties to Ireland.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the 
Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended. All applications for a certificate of nat-
uralisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the Act.  

Section 15A of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956 Act provides that the Minister 
may, in his absolute discretion, grant a certificate of naturalisation to a spouse of an Irish citizen 
providing certain statutory conditions, such as residency requirements, are met.  This Section 
was further amended in 2011 to include civil partners of an Irish citizen.

 There is specific provision made in the Act in relation to persons resident on the Island of 
Ireland.  Section 15A provides that, where the application is based on being the spouse or civil 
partner of an Irish citizen the requirements are that the couple are married or civil partners of 
each other for a period of at least 3 years and are living together and, immediately before the 
date of application, have a period of one year’s continuous residence on the island of Ireland 
and, during the preceding four years, have a further period of residency amounting to 2 years 
(i.e. 3 years in total). 

Periods spent abroad with an Irish spouse in the public service may be counted for the pur-
poses of reckonable residence.

A determination on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to naturali-
sation can only be made after an application is received. 

Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, as well as the relevant appli-
cation forms, is available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie.  The website also contains 
guidance on the completion of an application for naturalisation and an on-line naturalisation 
residency calculator which individuals may find of assistance in establishing if the statutory 
residency requirements are met.

24/10/2018WRG00500Gambling Legislation

24/10/2018WRG00600195. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the agency and the 
State and the relevant legislation responsible for the monitoring of the home licence to carry out 
gaming activities on a premises. [44071/18]

24/10/2018WRG00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In order to offer gam-
ing or gambling products in Ireland, a license is required under the Betting Acts 1931-2015 or 
the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956. The Revenue Commissioners are the primary responsible 
licensing authority under both Acts, with some involvement of the Minister for Justice and 
Equality.

My Department does not have a role in monitoring such licenses.  I understand that the 
Revenue Commissioners do carry out certain monitoring and the Gardaí have a general role in 
prosecuting offences where they occur.

24/10/2018WRG00800Money Laundering
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24/10/2018WRG00900196. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to amend 
the money laundering acts to include bookmakers and all forms of gaming; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44072/18]

24/10/2018WRG01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy may be 
aware that the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010 applies 
to private members’ gaming clubs and casinos. The Fourth Anti-Money Laundering Directive 
(Directive (EU) /2015/849) requires Member States to extend the application of anti-money 
laundering laws to all providers of gambling services, unless it can be shown that a particular 
gambling sub-sector is low risk. A risk assessment of the gambling industry in Ireland was car-
ried out by a subcommittee of the Anti-Money Laundering Steering Committee, chaired by the 
Department of Finance. The assessment indicated that while certain subsectors - such as lotter-
ies and amusement machines - could be considered to be low risk, others, such as bookmaking, 
were assessed as having a medium-low risk. As a result, the State is required to extend its anti-
money laundering law to gambling services which are not proven low risk. I intend to bring 
forward a statutory instrument, in conjunction with the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering 
and Terrorist Financing) (Amendment) Bill 2018, to put this into effect. 

24/10/2018WRG01100Assisted Decision Making

24/10/2018WRG01200197. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress made 
since 27 June 2018 on the full implementation and commencement of the various sections of 
the Assisted Decision Making (Capacity) Act 2015; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44147/18]

24/10/2018WRG01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Assisted Decision-
Making (Capacity) Act 2015 provides a modern statutory framework to support decision-mak-
ing by adults with capacity difficulties. The Act was signed into law on 30 December 2015.   

New administrative processes and support measures, including the setting up of the Deci-
sion Support Service within the Mental Health Commission (a body under the Department of 
Health), must be put in place before the substantive provisions of the Act can be commenced. 

A high-level Steering Group comprised of senior officials from the Department of Justice 
and Equality, the Department of Health, the Mental Health Commission (MHC) and the Courts 
Service, together with the Director of the Decision Support Service, is overseeing the establish-
ment and commissioning of the Decision Support Service (DSS) and this work is ongoing. The 
Steering Group meets approximately once a month to monitor progress.       

The Director of the DSS is working in a very determined way to get the necessary staff re-
sources, processes, IT system, expert panels, codes of practice and regulations in place in order 
that the DSS can be up and running as quickly as possible. There are many complex strands to 
this work, including involvement of multiple organisations. 

Every effort is underway to ensure that the DSS has all necessary capacity to open for busi-
ness as soon as possible. In April 2018, the MHC engaged the consultancy firm BearingPoint to 
support the development of a detailed, costed plan to establish a fully operational Decision Sup-
port Service.  The contract also includes ongoing project management support for the design 
and establishment of the organisation, business processes, IT systems and risk management 
framework.

The MHC has in recent weeks received sanction for the recruitment of a number of staff for 
the DSS and also a number of staff to provide shared services for the MHC and DSS. The MHC 
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proposes to recruit these staff on a phased basis between now and 1 January 2020.

The National Disability Authority is currently finalising its work on the suite of draft codes 
of practice in relation to non-healthcare matters which are required to be prepared under section 
103 of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015. 

In June 2018, my Department recruited an external legal expert to assist in the preparation 
of draft regulations in relation to decision-making assistance agreements, co-decision-making 
agreements, certain matters relating to decision-making representatives, and enduring powers 
of attorney.  These regulation-making powers are provided for in sections 10(4), 31, 45(3), 
45(4), 46(3) and 79 of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015. Work on the draft 
regulations is ongoing.

The 2019 Budget provides for an allocation of €3 million in the Justice and Equality Vote 
for the establishment of the Decision Support Service.  

The commencement of Part 8 of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act, 2015, which 
provides a legislative framework for advance healthcare directives (AHDs) is a matter for the 
Department of Health which has provided me with the following response:  

An AHD is a statement made by a person with capacity setting out his or her will and prefer-
ences regarding treatment decisions that may arise in the future when he or she no longer has 
capacity. 

Under section 91 of the 2015 Act, the Minister for Health is responsible for the establish-
ment of a multidisciplinary working group to assist in the development and preparation of the 
Code of Practice for the AHD provisions of the Act. The Minister for Health established this 
multidisciplinary working group on 17th of October 2016 under section 91(2) of the 2015 Act. 
The role of the working group is to prepare a detailed series of recommendations for the Direc-
tor of the Decision Support Service, in relation to codes of practice and this process is ongoing. 
The Director will subsequently prepare a Code(s) of Practice and will submit it to the Minister 
for Health for his approval and, with the Minister for Health’s consent, the Director will then 
publish the Code of Practice.

The preparation of the Code of Practice will facilitate the subsequent commencement of 
Part 8 of the Act, pertaining to AHDs, in its entirety. 

24/10/2018WRG01400Criminal Assets Bureau

24/10/2018WRG01500198. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
full-time equivalent staff attached to the Criminal Assets Bureau in each of the years 2007 
to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44162/18]

24/10/2018WRG01600199. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
staff in the Criminal Assets Bureau by position in each of the years 2007 to 2017 and to date in 
2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44163/18]

24/10/2018WRG01700200. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
staff in the Criminal Assets Bureau by job title in each of the years 2007 to 2017 and to date in 
2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44164/18]

24/10/2018WRG01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
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tions Nos. 198 to 200, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Criminal Assets Bureau was established by Government 
in 1996. The Bureau’s remit is to target the assets, wherever situated, of persons which derive 
or are suspected to derive, directly or indirectly, from criminal conduct. 

The Bureau utilises the provisions of the Proceeds of Crime legislation as well as Revenue 
and Social Welfare legislation in targeting the proceeds of crime generated from a range of 
criminal activities.   

The Bureau is a statutory, multi-agency body with staff drawn from An Garda Síochána, 
the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection and the Department of Justice and Equality. 

The Bureau is also supported in its work by 345 trained asset profilers nation-wide. These 
asset profilers work hand-in-hand with local Garda Management and communities towards the 
objective of denying and depriving criminals of assets. 

Details in relation to the number of staff in the Bureau and their related agencies for the 
years 2007 to October 2018 are available at the following link

 [<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/95A3B02423DA1E88802583300
05CE195/$File/CAB%20PQs.docx?openelement”>CAB</a>].

While details are also provided in relation to the positions or job titles of members of An 
Garda Síochána in the Bureau, these details are not included for non-Garda Bureau personnel 
for security and operational reasons. Due to the small number of individuals concerned, it is 
considered that the release of such data could compromise their anonymity, which is prohibited 
under section 10 the Criminal Assets Bureau Act 1996.

 

24/10/2018WRG02100Criminal Assets Bureau

24/10/2018WRG02200201. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of the 
Criminal Assets Bureau in each of the years 2007 to 2017, by pay and non-pay, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44165/18]

24/10/2018WRG02300202. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of the 
Criminal Assets Bureau in each of the years 2007 to 2017 by categories (details supplied) in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44166/18]

24/10/2018WRG02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 201 and 202 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Criminal Assets Bureau was established by Government 
in 1996. The Bureau’s remit is to target the assets, wherever situated, of persons which derive 
or are suspected to derive, directly or indirectly, from criminal conduct. 

The Bureau utilises the provisions of the Proceeds of Crime legislation as well as Revenue 
and Social Welfare legislation in targeting the proceeds of crime generated from a range of 
criminal activities.   

The Bureau is a statutory, multi-agency body with staff drawn from An Garda Síochána, 
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the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection and the Department of Justice and Equality. 

The Bureau is also supported in its work by 345 trained asset profilers nation-wide. These 
asset profilers work hand-in-hand with local Garda Management and communities towards the 
objective of denying and depriving criminals of assets. 

Section 21 of the Criminal Assets Bureau Act 1996 requires the Bureau, through the Garda 
Commissioner, to provide a report of its activities each year to the Minister for Justice and 
Equality who is then required to lay copies of the report before each House of the Oireachtas. 
The Bureau’s Annual Reports include details of the Bureau’s pay and non-pay expenditure in 
each of the years from 2007 to 2017. These reports can be found on An Garda Síochána’s and 
my own Department’s websites.

A detailed breakdown of the expenditure of the Bureau in each of the years from 2007 to 
2017 in the categories requested by the Deputy is available at the following link:

  [<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/0207D4D866935DD280258330
005D3518/$File/CAB%20PQ.docx?openelement”>CAB Tables</a>].

24/10/2018WRG02600Citizenship Applications

24/10/2018WRG02700203. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a decision 
will be made in relation to an application for citizenship by a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44171/18]

24/10/2018WRG02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 

A letter issued to the person concerned on 18 October 2018 requesting certain documenta-
tion and a reply is awaited.  Upon receipt of the requested documentation the case will be fur-
ther processed.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/10/2018WRG02900State Pathology Laboratory

24/10/2018WRG03000204. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated cost 
of recruiting an extra three full-time senior laboratory analysts for the Office of the State Pa-
thologist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44215/18]
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24/10/2018WRG03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The estimated cost of em-
ploying three extra full time Senior Laboratory Analysts in the Office of the State Pathologist is 
roughly €165,537. This is based on the first point of the pay scale and includes an estimate of 
employer’s PRSI. The full pay scale for this role is: €49,823,  €52,073,  €54,066,  €56,107,  
€58,206,  €60,276,  €62,403,  €64,509,  €66,628

In general, the Public Appointments Service run such competitions and the recruitment 
costs of these competitions are not borne my Department. PAS ran a competition for Senior 
Laboratory Analysts in the Office of the State Pathologist earlier this year.

The Office of the State Pathologist plays an important role in the criminal justice system and 
staffing requirements in the Office are reviewed on a regular basis. 

24/10/2018WRG03200Garda Recruitment

24/10/2018WRG03300205. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated cost 
of increasing the number of dedicated community gardaí by 30%; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44216/18]

24/10/2018WRG03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, it is the Garda Commissioner who 
is responsible for carrying on and managing and controlling generally the administration and 
business of An Garda Síochána, including by arranging for the recruitment and training of the 
members of An Garda Síochána.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter for the 
Commissioner, in light of the availability of resources and his identified operational demands.  
As Minister I have no direct role in these matters.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for further information on the question raised by the 
Deputy and when it is received I will write directly to the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRG03500Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRG03600206. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais cad 
iad na céimeanna atá tógtha aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bhfuil dóthain daoine ar fáil in a 
Roinn le seirbhísí a chur ar fáil dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge leis 
an státseirbhís; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44391/18]

24/10/2018WRG03700207. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais cén 
céadatán den státseirbhís atá inniúil chun seirbhísí in a Roinn a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44403/18]

24/10/2018WRG03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Molaim Ceisteanna 
Uimh. 206 go 207, cuimsitheach, a fhreagairt le chéile.

Tá áthas orm a chur in iúl don Teachta go bhfuil, faoi láthair, cohórt de 45 oifigeach, c. 2% 
d’fhoireann mo Roinne, ar liosta de bhaill foirne sa Roinn atá ar fáil chun seirbhísí a sholáthar 
(i.e., ceisteanna agus fiosruithe a fhreagairt) as Gaeilge. Tá post amháin ag mo Roinn chomh 
maith, post Aistritheora, a bhfuil sé riachtanach go mbeadh an sealbhóir dátheangach go feidh-
miúil sa Ghaeilge agus sa Bhéarla. Baineann príomhról an Aistritheora le Rialacha Cúirte a 
aistriú go Gaeilge. I dtaca leis sin táim sásta go bhfuil leorlíon foirne le hinniúlacht sa Ghaeilge 
ag mo Roinn chun freastal ar éilimh a thagann chun cinn.
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 Mar is eol don Teachta, déantar baill foirne le haghaidh mo Roinne a earcú tríd an tSeirbhís 
um Cheapacháin Phoiblí (PAS  ). Maidir le hiarrthóirí a shanntar, ní chuirtear eolas faoi in-
niúlacht teanga na n-iarrthóirí ar fáil don Roinn. Tá mo Roinn tar éis tacú go gníomhach, áfach, 
le baill foirne ar mhian leo cúrsaí Gaeilge a dhéanamh, agus tá sí ag tacú i gcónaí le baill foirne 
ar mian leo cúrsaí Gaeilge a dhéanamh.

Ón mbliain 2006 i leith, le tosach feidhme a Scéime Tionscnaimh Gaeilge, tá an Roinn Dlí 
agus Cirt agus Comhionannais tar éis 23 cúrsa inmheánach Gaeilge a reáchtáil, idir chúrsaí 
scríofa agus chúrsaí labhartha, arna gcur in oiriúint do bhaill foirne na Roinne. Is iad Gaelea-
gras, Gaelchultúr agus an Foras Riaracháin a reáchtáil na cúrsaí sin, i gcomhthráth le chéile i 
roinnt cásanna, in oifigí na Roinne i mBaile Átha Cliath agus i gCill Airne araon. Ina theannta 
sin, tá an Roinn tar éis tacú le baill foirne ar mhian leo cúrsaí Gaeilge a dhéanamh lasmuigh 
den Roinn, agus le hoifigigh a ghlac páirt i gcúrsa scríofa Gaeilge ar-líne le Gaelchultúr. I mbli-
ana féin, rinneadh éascaíocht do 6 ball foirne trína scaoileadh óna ndualgais thar thréimhse 10 
seachtaine chun cúrsa an Teastais sa Ghaeilge Ghairmiúil a dhéanamh le Gaelchultúr, agus tá 
2 oifigeach eile tar éis tús a chur leis an gcúrsa an Fómhar seo. Ina theannta sin, tá 4 oifigeach 
tar éis cúrsaí éagsúla eile ar líne agus oíche a dhéanamh, nó táid ag gabháil dóibh faoi láthair. 

24/10/2018WRG04000Microfinance Loan Fund Scheme

24/10/2018WRG04100208. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
her plans to improve the conditions attaching to the microfinance scheme; if her attention has 
been drawn to the fact that small-scale enterprises, including one person businesses, find it dif-
ficult to source such finance; if a trades person in cases in which there are demands for such 
skills, seeking loan facilities for the purchase of necessary equipment is considered as a suitable 
loan applicant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44201/18]

24/10/2018WRG04200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Mi-
crofinance Ireland (MFI) operates the Microfinance Loan Fund Scheme providing unsecured 
loans of between €2,000 and €25,000 for working capital or investment purposes to start ups 
and existing businesses from all business sectors with commercially viable proposals that do 
not meet the conventional risk criteria of banks. A microenterprise is a small business (includ-
ing a self-employed person) with fewer than 10 employees and an annual turnover of less than 
€2million.  This would include one-person businesses for the purchase of equipment. Since its 
establishment to the end of June 2018 MFI has approved 1,770 loans totalling €25.4m that have 
helped to create or sustain 4,277 jobs so far.  

MFI’s loan offering is unique in that it provides loans at a level of risk beyond that of com-
mercial lenders with affordable interest rates and on an unsecured basis.  All applicants are 
given a full and fair credit assessment, with decisions based on the viability of the business and 
the ability to repay the loan.  Where applicants are dissatisfied with a credit decision for loans 
of €5,000 or above, that decision can be appealed in writing through MFI’s internal credit ap-
peals procedure. 

MFI’s own website provides advice and guidance on preparing loan applications. The web-
site can be found at www.microfinanceireland.ie. Applications can be made directly to MFI by 
email or post. Microfinance Ireland also works with partners to help potential applicants with 
their applications. Applicants can work with their Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) or Local 
Development Companies to assist them in making the application. A 1% reduction in the inter-
est rate is available on applications submitted through the LEOs or Local Development Com-
panies.  can be made to MFI through LEOs or Local Development Companies. 
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To ensure the provision of ongoing and relevant support to microenterprises preparations 
are currently underway in my Department for an independent review of the Microenterprise 
Loan Fund Scheme, which will begin in early 2019.

24/10/2018WRG04300Microfinance Loan Fund Scheme Data

24/10/2018WRG04400209. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the level of loans issued to date by county under the microfinance scheme; the size of enter-
prises awarded such loan facilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44202/18]

24/10/2018WRG04500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Board of Microfinance Ireland (MFI) provides quarterly progress reports which include a 
breakdown of the number of approvals by county and by size of enterprise based on the number 
of employees.

 MFI’s quarterly reports are published on the websites of both MFI and my Department.

 I relevant information as at 30 September 2018 is available at the following link:

  [<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/5829F5B761ACD84A80258330
005DAA7A/$File/44202%20attachments.docx?openelement”>Tables</a>].

24/10/2018WRG04600Science Foundation Ireland

24/10/2018WRG04700210. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
criteria employed for membership of the Science Foundation Ireland oversight review panel; 
if the director general or senior SFI or departmental staff sat on the review panel or took part 
in deliberations in respect of funding decisions for an individual or for all of the SFI centres 
under review; the remit of the panel; the rationale for the existence of the panel to consider the 
funding allocations for SFI funded research centres 2019-2025; if such a panel’s existence has 
precedence in other locations internationally; if not, if such a model is a bespoke or unique 
model employed by SFI; her views on the international reputation of Ireland through the use of 
this model; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44006/18]

24/10/2018WRG04800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
first seven of SFI’s Research Centres were established in 2013. SFI undertook a pre-planned 
international review process at the four-year stage of these centres. As part of this, the seven 
Research Centres were invited to submit proposals for probable future funding. 

The review process involved three key stages: 

Firstly, a detailed written review was undertaken by different teams of international experts 
on the progress the individual SFI Research Centres had made and the proposals for future re-
search outlined in the applications.

Secondly, the same international reviewers conducted an on-site review, and subsequently 
wrote a report with recommendations and scores.

Thirdly, and following the above, a separate International Oversight Review Panel was put 
in place to consider the individual reviews from the first two stages

With regard to the composition of the Oversight Panel, I am advised that members of the 
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highest calibre were selected.  Each panel member was required to have strategic leadership 
roles within prestigious organisations such as national funding agencies and world leading uni-
versities. 

Members of the SFI Executive, including the Director General, and a number of SFI Sci-
entific Staff attended the panel meeting as observers.  The SFI observers did not participate in 
any of the panel’s deliberations in respect of the funding recommendations.  There were no 
staff members from the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation present at the panel 
meeting.

The remit of the Oversight Panel was to ensure:

- Quality assurance

- Fairness and consistency

- Parity of practice across the seven Site Review Panels

- Normalisation of the scoring

- Ranking of the fundable applications

This additional panel was put in place as a quality assurance measure, to ensure parity of 
practice across the seven Site Reviews. This was important, as the on-site panels reviewing the 
various Research Centres were comprised of different reviewers. The Oversight Panel was also 
requested to make a recommendation to the SFI Executive and Board on whether each centre 
should either receive additional new term funding, should not be funded for a new term, or 
should progress to an open competition, to be reviewed against other potential centre applicants 
in 2020. 

Oversight panel precedence:

A two-stage peer review process comprising expert assessments, such as those conducted 
through the on-site reviews, followed by a final review panel (i.e., oversight panel) deliberation 
is considered to be international best practice by the European Science Foundation (an inde-
pendent, non-governmental, non-profit organisation that promotes the highest quality science in 
Europe). Indeed, an external evaluation of other SFI funding programmes which adopt a similar 
review process involving a final oversight panel concluded that the review process compares 
favourably to processes used internationally by other government sponsored funding agencies. 

Science Foundation Ireland funds research based on robust and rigorous international peer 
review processes.  These international best practice processes have led to Ireland now being 
ranked in 11th   place in global scientific ranking – a dramatic rise which has occurred since 
the establishment of Science Foundation Ireland in 2003.  This quality assurance stage, put in 
place by Science Foundation Ireland, ensures Ireland’s reputation as a location of world class 
research.  

SFI, in its capacity as an independent agency of my Department has conducted a review pro-
cess in accordance with best international practice. I am satisfied that the recommendation of 
the review panel and the subsequent decision of the SFI Board to invite the INFANT Research 
Centre to progress to an open competition in 2020 for future funding is both fair and appropri-
ate.  

24/10/2018WRG04900Military Exports
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24/10/2018WRG05000211. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
the January to June 2017 summary data publication in regard to exports under the Control of 
Exports Act 2008 published in 2017 was subsequently withdrawn and amended to show €12 
million of military exports as opposed to €132 million of military exports; and if so, the reason 
therefor. [44161/18]

24/10/2018WRG05100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department is responsible for controls on the export of military items from Ireland. Under Irish 
law, military export licences must be sought in respect of the export from Ireland of military 
goods and technology, and any components thereof, listed in the EU Common Military List.  

I publish an annual report as required under the Control of Exports Act 2008 which includes 
information on military exports. The objective of publishing such a report is to provide the 
public with a continuing enhanced level of transparency about exports of controlled goods and 
services. 

To provide more regular information about exports of controlled goods in between the pub-
lication of annual reports, my Department publishes preliminary, summary data on the Depart-
ment’s website on a six monthly basis.

The preliminary value of military licences originally published on the Department’s website 
in respect of the period from January to June 2017 was €132 million.  A subsequent review of 
this figure identified licences which were issued in respect of temporary exports, for mainte-
nance only, to another EU Member State.  While temporary export for such purposes requires to 
be licensed, as no export was ultimately involved, the total for the period from January to June 
2017 was subsequently revised down to €12 million.

24/10/2018WRG05200Trade Missions Data

24/10/2018WRG05300212. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
location of trade missions she will participate in for the remainder of 2018; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [44211/18]

24/10/2018WRG05400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Pro-
moting diversified export markets and pursuing new market opportunities for Irish products are 
key priorities for the Government and my Department.  This includes markets that are growing 
as well as markets where companies are already well established but with potential for further 
growth. 

Together, my Department and Enterprise Ireland (EI) agree an Annual Trade Missions and 
Events Programme which seeks to promote the capabilities of EI client companies to potential 
business partners and customers in international markets across the globe.  Brexit has added to 
the importance of our supporting Irish companies to pursue a global ambition.  

Between now and the end of 2018 I will lead a significant joint Enterprise Ireland/IDA 
Ireland Trade and Investment Mission to China, from 31 October to 7 November 2018.   The 
programme for the visit will include the three cities of Hong Kong, Shenzen and Shanghai and 
32 Enterprise Ireland client companies will participate in the overall Trade Mission.  Visits 
between Ireland and China, such as this one, help to deepen and strengthen trade cooperation 
between our two countries and are an integral part of the ongoing work to develop and expand 
Ireland’s exports.

While in China, I will represent Ireland at the Chinese International Import Expo (CIIE).  
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This is a major global event that will allow Ireland to showcase its exports and explore future 
business opportunities.  Enterprise Ireland will host a stand at this event where nine Enterprise 
Ireland clients will exhibit. 

On 12-14 November, my colleague Pat Breen T.D. Minister of State for Trade, Employ-
ment, EU Digital Single Market and Data Protection, will lead an Enterprise Ireland Trade Visit 
to Compamed/Medica in Dusseldorf and to EUROTIER 2018 in Hannover.   Medica is the 
leading global event for manufacturers of medical technologies.  Enterprise Ireland will host 
an Ireland Pavilion at Medica offering companies with innovative technologies the opportunity 
to showcase their products and services relevant to the sector, with a view to developing new 
business contacts and growth opportunities.  EUROTIER 2018 is the world’s leading Trade Fair 
for animal production.  This fair will provide a platform for Irish manufacturers of agricultural 
technology & equipment to showcase their products and solutions to an international audience. 

On 22 November, Minister of State for Training, Skills, Innovation, Research and Devel-
opment, John Halligan T.D. will travel to the Netherlands leading a Trade Mission focused on 
business process outsourcing.

24/10/2018WRG05500Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRG05600213. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Gnó, Fiontar agus Nuálaíochta cad iad 
na céimeanna atá tógtha aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bhfuil dóthain daoine ar fáil in a Roinn 
le seirbhísí a chur ar fáil dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge leis an stát-
seirbhís; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [44374/18]

24/10/2018WRG05700214. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Gnó, Fiontar agus Nuálaíochta cén 
céadatán den státseirbhís atá inniúil chun seirbhísí in a Roinn a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [44395/18]

24/10/2018WRG05800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Mo-
laim ceisteanna Uimh. 44395 agus 44374, cuimsitheach, a fhreagairt le chéile.

Tá mo Roinn tiomanta go hiomlán dá Scéim Teanga Gaeilge lena gclúdaítear an tréimhse 
2015 – 2018, a ullmhaíodh de réir Ailt 15 d’ Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003, a thógann ar 
phrionsabail seirbhís ardchaighdeáin do Chustaiméirí  agus ar an dtiomantas i gCairt Chustai-
méara na Roinne lena chinntiú go bhféadfaidh custaiméirí a  gcuid gnó a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge 
más mian leo. De réir na Scéime seo, tá mo Roinn tiomanta measúnú leanúnach ar leibhéal an 
éilimh le haghaidh seirbhísí trí Ghaeilge a dhéanamh ar bhealach pleanáilte, comhtháite agus 
inrochatana. 

Dheimhnigh suirbhé ar an bhfoireann a rinneadh níos luaithe sa bhliain seo chun leibhéal 
an éilimh ar sheirbhísí trí Ghaeilge a ndeileálann an Roinn leis a fháil amach, gurbh an-íseal a 
bhí an líon cumarsáidí a fuarthas  i nGaeilge bíodh said i scríbhinn, ar an nguthán nó ar bhonn 
duine le duine. 

I 2017, thóg an t-Aonad Foghlama agus Forbartha faoi suirbhé a dhéanmah lena chinntiú 
an líon cainteoirí Gaeilge sa Roinn. Ag an am sin, aithníodh go raibh 7 mball foirne líofa sa 
Ghaeilge. De bhreis air sin, lena  chinntiú go bhfuil teacht ar mo Roinn agus go bhfuil sí cuma-
sach ó thaobh dul i dteaghmháil leis na custaiméirí go léir le hinniúlacht, cuireann an t-Aonad 
Foghlama gus Forbartha Oiliúint sa Ghailge ar fáil.  Táthar ag cur na hoiliúna sin ar fáil le go 
mbeidh cohórt ball foirne ar fáil againn a fhéadann cabhrú le haonaid ghnó freagra a thabhairt 
do chliaint ar mian leo cumarsáid a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge, chomh maith le tacú le baill foirne 
a gcuid scileanna teanga agus a scileanna seirbhísí custaiméara a fhorbairt. Sa mhéid seo, tá co-
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hórt de 14 bhall foirne, gurb ionann iad le 1.5% de líon iomlán na mball foirne sa Roinn, (909).

De bhreis air sin, tá 18 mball foirne, gurb ionann iad le beagnach 2% de líon iomlán na 
mball foirne sa Roinn ag fáil oiliúna nó a bhfuil oiliúint sa Ghaeilge bainte amach acu i 2018 
(féach an tábla thíos) 

Teastas sa Ghaeilge Ghairmiúil

Leibhéal Líon na mBall Foirne 
Leibhéal 3 3
Leibhéal 4 7
Leibhéal 5 4
Leibhéal 6 2
Cúrsa ar líne do Thosaitheoirí 2
Iomlán  18

24/10/2018WRH00300Medicinal Products Reimbursement

24/10/2018WRH00400215. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a decision in relation to 
the drug sapropterin following the report from the rare diseases technology review committee 
will be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43983/18]

24/10/2018WRH00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reim-
bursement of medicines. As Minister for Health, I do not have any statutory power or function 
in relation to reimbursement of medicines. 

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE). The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE, and makes 
recommendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. 

The NCPE uses a decision framework to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effec-
tive as a health intervention. This process ensures that treatments that are clinical and cost ef-
fective are reimbursed. In circumstances where a company has failed to demonstrate the clinical 
benefit to support the price that it is seeking for its treatment, the HSE reaches a decision not to 
reimburse the medicine.

Kuvan (sapropterin) is a medicinal product for the treatment of phenylketonuria (PKU). It is 
an expensive medicine and treatment, once initiated, would be expected to be lifelong.

The HTA of sapropterin was completed on 15 September 2017. The NCPE did not recom-
mend reimbursement as the product was not deemed cost effective. 

The application was considered by the HSE Drugs Group in January 2018 and it was referred 
to the Rare Diseases Technology Review Committee to engage with prescribers in specialist 
centres to being clear reimbursement guidelines to target sapropterin use in patient cohorts for 
which it maybe a cost and clinically effective intervention.

Upon consideration of the Rare Diseases Technology Review Committee’s recommenda-
tions, HSE leadership will issue a decision on the reimbursement of Kuvan. 
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It is expected that this will occur in the near future in line with the 2013 Act.

24/10/2018WRH00600Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

24/10/2018WRH00700216. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare will be provided with a wheelchair. [43991/18]

24/10/2018WRH00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRH00900Health Services Funding

24/10/2018WRH01000217. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 431 of 16 October 2018, the number of additional acute beds that will be provided 
by the additional funding of €10 million in 2019. [43999/18]

24/10/2018WRH01100218. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 431 of 16 October 2018, the hospitals in which the 600 acute beds to be phased 
in by the end of 2020 will be located in tabular form. [44000/18]

24/10/2018WRH01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 217 and 
218 together.

As outlined in my response to the Deputy on 16 October 2018, €10 million in funding is 
being made available in 2019 to increase acute bed capacity in line with the recommendations 
of the Health Service Capacity Review. Increasing capacity is a priority for this Government.

Over the past 12 months, an additional 240 beds have been opened and a further 79 addi-
tional beds are planned for quarter 4 2018 and early 2019. 

My Department is currently in discussions with the HSE, in the context of the National Ser-
vice Plan 2019, to identify the sites for investment and the associated number of beds, as part 
of an agreed capacity programme for 2019.  

The selection and opening of beds on specific sites in 2019 and future years will be con-
sidered as part of the annual estimates and service planning process, and subject to financial, 
operational, human resource and policy considerations and priorities.

24/10/2018WRH01400General Practitioner Services

24/10/2018WRH01500219. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the portion of the €206 
million for the selected measures for Sláintecare implementation that will support the com-
mencement in 2019 of a multi-annual investment in general practice. [44002/18]

24/10/2018WRH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to engaging 
with the representatives of general practitioners on the development of a package of measures 
and reforms to modernise the 1989 GMS Contract.

Our goal is to develop a contractual framework that has a population health focus, provid-
ing in particular for health promotion, disease prevention and for the structured care of chronic 
conditions. This will enable general practitioners to better meet the needs of patients and will 



Questions - Written Answers

82

also promote general practice as a viable and rewarding career for both existing doctors and 
future medical graduates.

The Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 allows the setting and varying of contractor 
payments on a non-emergency statutory basis. It is my intention to put in place a new multi an-
nual approach to fees in return for service improvements and contractual reforms based upon 
health policy considerations and engagement with representative bodies.

Officials from the Department of Health and the HSE recently re-engaged with the IMO and 
set out the State’s position in relation to reform of the GMS contract. Agreement on the deliv-
ery of service improvements and contractual reform has the potential to facilitate a substantial 
increase in the resourcing of general practice on a multi annual basis. 

The Deputy will understand that it would not be appropriate at this stage of the process to 
discuss the proposed package of reform and associated funding which has not yet been agreed. 

24/10/2018WRH01700Budget 2019

24/10/2018WRH01800220. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the cost in 2019 of specific 
measures announced in budget 2019 (details supplied). [44003/18]

24/10/2018WRH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Budget 2019 provided for a 10% increase 
in the assessment threshold in respect of means-tested GP visit cards. The cost of this measure 
will be dependent on a number of factors, including the number of additional applications made 
to the HSE, the timescale within which these are made and the number of applicants who are 
found to qualify for this benefit. Funding of €20 million in respect of the measure is being in-
cluded in the HSE’s allocation for 2019.

The cost of reducing the prescription charge to €1.50, subject to a monthly cap of €15, for 
all medical card holders over the age of 70 is estimated at €8 m in 2019. The full year cost of 
this measure is estimated at €11 m. 

The cost of reducing the Drugs Payment Scheme monthly threshold by €10 from €134 to 
€124 is estimated at €4.3 m in 2019. The full year cost of this measure is estimated at €5.7 m.

It is intended that these measures will come into effect from 31st March 2019.

24/10/2018WRH02000Hospital Charges

24/10/2018WRH02100221. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
is responsible to pay their outstanding bill from Beaumont Hospital; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44004/18]

24/10/2018WRH02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Act 1970 (as amended) provides 
that all persons ordinarily resident in the country are eligible, subject to certain charges, to 
public in-patient hospital services. The current public hospital statutory in-patient charge is €80 
per day, subject to a maximum of €800 in any period of 12 consecutive months. All persons ac-
cessing public in-patient services in a public hospital are liable for the statutory public-inpatient 
charge, subject to a number of exemptions, including where a person is a medical cardholder

As noted medical card holders are exempt from hospital charges however, the exemption is 
only valid from the date of issue of the medical card. Therefore patients continue to be liable for 
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any charges which occurred before a medical card has been issued.

24/10/2018WRH02300Services for People with Disabilities

24/10/2018WRH02400222. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the HSE 
should cease using the title early intervention in view of the fact that it acknowledged a 32 
month waiting time for early intervention teams and is misleading to parents that have applied 
for assessments. [44007/18]

24/10/2018WRH02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRH02600Hospital Appointments Status

24/10/2018WRH02700223. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an urgent appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44013/18]

24/10/2018WRH02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/10/2018WRH02900Nursing Staff

24/10/2018WRH03000224. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans for the accreditation 
of school nurses to deliver training in the use of adrenaline autoinjectors to teachers; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44048/18]

24/10/2018WRH03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Through their scope of practice all regis-
tered nurses can administer medication.  Specific training is required before a nurse can admin-
ister some forms of medication including adrenaline autoinjectors. 



Questions - Written Answers

84

It is a matter for individual schools to determine if a specific nurse is trained to administer 
adrenaline autoinjectors.  

Training for teachers is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Education and Skills.

24/10/2018WRH03200Hospital Deaths

24/10/2018WRH03300225. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 147 of 17 October 2018, the assurance he has received in regard to ULHG having mea-
sures in place to appropriately support and manage patient care needs in line with national and 
international best practice; if his attention has been drawn to the conclusion of the UHL report 
on the death of patients in whom CPE had been detected, which states that more preventable 
deaths will occur at UHL unless increased infection prevention and control staff are employed 
and better infrastructure created to combat the spread of CPE; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44049/18]

24/10/2018WRH03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The internal review conclusion notes that 
the new cohort ward put in place by University Hospital Limerick has helped reduce transmis-
sion of CPE.  The report also makes recommendations as to molecular diagnostic timeliness, 
infection prevention and control staffing and infrastructure. 

Subsequent to the internal review, ULHG commissioned an external review by an indepen-
dent expert who concluded that the microbiological investigations and infection control inter-
ventions used were appropriate and in line with guidelines. The external review concluded that 
robust screening protocols are in place and that they are important in containing CPE.

I have been assured that ULHG have measures in place, including those for outbreak con-
trol, to appropriately support and manage patients care needs in line with national and interna-
tional best practice.

In 2018, UHL was allocated resourcing for additional infection prevention and control ca-
pacity. In addition, the HSE National Programme for Healthcare Associated Infections and An-
timicrobial Resistance is currently considering infrastructure requirements to support infection 
prevention and control nationally.

24/10/2018WRH03500Hospital Deaths

24/10/2018WRH03600226. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason over 120 known KPC-
CPE positive patients were excluded from the review into CPE deaths in UHL in view of the 
fact that many in the exclusion category were known to be KPC-CPE positive and died during 
the period that the review covered. [44050/18]

24/10/2018WRH03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): “Report on the death of patients in whom 
CPE had been detected” was published on 9 October by the HSE and ULHG. It detailed the 
review of all deaths in patients in whom CPE had been detected between February 2009 and 
May 2017.  

The report notes that 195 patients had been identified as CPE positive during this time peri-
od. The report reviewed 74 of these patients. This is the group of patients identified as deceased 
and therefore appropriate to include per the scope of the review.
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24/10/2018WRH03800Hospital Investigations

24/10/2018WRH03900227. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will request the HSE to conduct 
a systems analysis investigation into the CPE scandal in UHL. [44051/18]

24/10/2018WRH04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department and I have been kept in-
formed of an external review commissioned last year by University of Limerick Hospitals 
Group (ULHG), regarding patients with CPE and concerns regarding whether CPE was a factor 
in the deaths of a number of these patients. In addition, University Hospital Limerick conducted 
an internal review. The HSE and ULHG have now published a final report combining the two 
review findings and have advised that the review process was both robust and comprehensive. 

ULHG report that CPE was first detected at University Hospital Limerick in 2009 and the 
first outbreak occurred in 2011. Recent reports produced by the HSE Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre indicate that CPE continues to be present in UHL.  

I have been assured that ULHG have measures in place, including those for outbreak con-
trol, to appropriately support and manage patients care needs in line with national and interna-
tional best practice.

I have also been assured that open disclosure with the next of kin of affected patients has 
taken place in line with communications best practice and HSE policy. 

As there has been both an internal and external review into CPE in University Hospital 
Limerick, the facts have been established using robust methodologies and clinical expertise.

24/10/2018WRH04100Hospital Waiting Lists

24/10/2018WRH04200228. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will expect to receive a pre-op appointment to attend at the Mater Misericordiae Hospital, Dub-
lin; when they can expect to be put on the outpatient waiting list; when they can expect to have 
the procedure completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44057/18]

24/10/2018WRH04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/10/2018WRH04400Mental Health Services Data

24/10/2018WRH04500229. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time 
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equivalent consultant psychiatrists in each CHO and in each acute hospital; the number in each 
that are not on the specialist register; and the number that are locums in tabular form [44058/18]

24/10/2018WRH04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

24/10/2018WRH04700Departmental Correspondence

24/10/2018WRH04800230. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44075/18]

24/10/2018WRH04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised that my office has received the 
correspondence to which the Deputy refers and a response will be issued shortly.

24/10/2018WRH05000Public Appointments Service

24/10/2018WRH05100231. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the details of investiga-
tions conducted by the Commission for Public Service Appointments in relation to the blic 
recruitment process in the University of Limerick in 2015; the findings of such a report; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44076/18]

24/10/2018WRH05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Commission for Public Service Ap-
pointments falls under the aegis of the Department of Business, Enterprise & Innovation.  As 
such, the Deputy will need to raise this matter with my colleague, Minister Humphries for 
response.

24/10/2018WRH05300Protected Disclosures Data

24/10/2018WRH05400232. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE em-
ployees that have made protected disclosures to him to date in 2018 in relation to concerns 
regarding patient care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44077/18]

24/10/2018WRH05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): All protected disclosures submitted to my 
Department are given due attention in keeping with my Department’s protected disclosures 
policy and procedures and in accordance with the requirements under the Protected Disclosures 
Act 2014. Given that all protected disclosures must be treated as confidential, it would not be 
appropriate for me to provide this information.

The Annual Report for 2018, detailing the number of protected disclosures received by me 
will be published on the Department’s website not later than 30 June 2019, in accordance with 
Section 22 of the Protected Disclosures Act 2014. 

24/10/2018WRH05600Hospital Staff Recruitment

24/10/2018WRH05700233. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the recruitment process 
involved in the appointment of the CEO of University Hospital Limerick in 2014; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44078/18]
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24/10/2018WRH05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

24/10/2018WRJ00200Nursing Staff Data

24/10/2018WRJ00300234. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses and 
midwives on administrative leave; the reason therefor; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44079/18]

24/10/2018WRJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

24/10/2018WRJ00500Nursing Staff Data

24/10/2018WRJ00600235. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses and 
midwives not working due to work related stress; if this number is considered as actively work-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44080/18]

24/10/2018WRJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

24/10/2018WRJ00800Health Services

24/10/2018WRJ00900236. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of works on a site 
(details supplied); when works will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44089/18]

24/10/2018WRJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRJ01100Hospitals Funding

24/10/2018WRJ01200237. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health his views on the need for invest-
ment in regional hospitals and in particular in a hospital (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44090/18]

24/10/2018WRJ01300241. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend and invest in 
services at a hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44097/18]

24/10/2018WRJ01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 237 and 
241 together.

The establishment of hospital groups has enabled a better configuration of hospital ser-
vices with benefits relating to safety, quality, access, cost and sustainable medical staffing. The 
structure ensures that hospitals working together in a group will be able to support each other, 
providing a stronger role for smaller hospitals in delivering less complex care, and ensuring that 
those who require emergency or complex planned care are managed safely in larger hospitals.
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The RCSI Hospital Group, which includes both Cavan General Hospital and Monaghan 
Hospital, has identified the need for development of the resuscitation area in Cavan Emergency 
Department. Future investment in Cavan General Hospital will be considered within the overall 
acute hospital infrastructure programme, the prioritised needs of the hospital groups and within 
the overall capital envelope available to the health service. 

With regard to Monaghan Hospital, the Smaller Hospitals Framework focuses in particular 
on the future role of smaller hospitals and outlines the wide range of services that can be pro-
vided within these smaller hospitals. As a Model 2 hospital, in line with the Smaller Hospitals 
Framework, Monaghan Hospital has a Minor Injuries Unit located on site which provides an 
important service to the local community. I recently met with the RCSI Hospital Group to dis-
cuss how all hospitals within the group can develop and contribute to improvements in both 
scheduled and unscheduled care for patients.

I am committed to securing and further developing the role of our smaller hospitals with the 
expansion of services delivered in these hospitals, especially in services such as day surgery; 
ambulatory care; medical services and diagnostics.

The National Development Plan provides €10.9 billion for Health capital developments 
across the country, including both national programmes and individual projects, across acute, 
primary and social care. Health capital projects and programmes currently underway will con-
tinue. As to be expected with a ten year plan, many proposals are at an early stage and will 
require to progress through appraisal, planning design and tender before a firm timeline or fund-
ing required can be established.

As these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to you 
directly as soon as possible.

24/10/2018WRJ01500Emergency Departments Data

24/10/2018WRJ01600238. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency depart-
ment attendances at Cavan General Hospital in each of the years 2012 to 2017 and to date in 
2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44091/18]

24/10/2018WRJ01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

24/10/2018WRJ01800Primary Care Services Provision

24/10/2018WRJ01900239. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of children awaiting 
a primary care psychology appointment in counties Cavan, Monaghan and Meath more for than 
3, 6, 12, 18, 24 and 36 months, respectively. [44094/18]

24/10/2018WRJ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

24/10/2018WRJ02100Hospital Accommodation Provision

24/10/2018WRJ02200240. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if five additional beds allocated 
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to Monaghan Hospital in 2013 have been opened; if not, the reason therefor; his plans for addi-
tional allocation of beds to ease pressure on Our Lady of Lourdes, Drogheda and Cavan General 
Hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44095/18]

24/10/2018WRJ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Increasing bed capacity is a Government 
priority. 

Over the past 12 months an additional 240 beds have been opened nationally of which:

- 25 additional beds opened in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda by end quarter 4 
2017; 

- A further 4 additional beds opened in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda by end 
quarter 3 2018;

- 30 additional beds are planned for Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda for early 2019. 

- Other capacity developments funded this year include the new  Emergency Department at 
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, which is  part of a major capital infrastructure proj-
ect. The capital development of  the campus includes additional beds, theatres and an expanded 
ED. The HSE have advised the Department that the new ED extension will be completed  and 
available to open in quarter 1 2019.

This investment has contributed to a 28.7% reduction in trolleys in OLOL this year com-
pared to last year. 

This increase in capacity does not take account of the impact of the €10 million in funding 
in Budget 2019 to increase acute bed capacity in line with the recommendations of the Health 
Service Capacity Review. My Department is currently in discussions with the HSE, in the con-
text of the National Service 

Plan 2019, to identify the sites for investment and the associated number of beds, as part of 
an agreed capacity programme for 2019. 

In relation to the particular query raised on the 5 Rehab/ Step down beds in Monaghan, 
RCSI 

Hospital Group have informed the Department that those beds remain closed. The opening 
of these beds will be considered as part of the process outlined above.

Question No. 241 answered with Question No. 237.

24/10/2018WRJ02500Home Help Service

24/10/2018WRJ02600242. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if extra resources are being al-
located to assist with the backlog of those that have been approved home help hours but cannot 
get them due to a lack of carers and-or resources; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44098/18]

24/10/2018WRJ02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Home Support 
Service is a core service for older people and is highly valued by service users, their families 
and by the HSE. It provides supports which assist older people to live independently in their 
own homes for longer and enables large numbers of people to return home following acute 
hospital admission who otherwise would remain in hospital or would be admitted to long stay 
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residential care.  

Following the recent Budget announcement, the HSE and officials from the Department of 
Health have commenced the process of developing and agreeing the HSE National Service Plan 
2019, which will set out, in detail, the type and quantum of services to be delivered in 2019 
including in relation to services for older people. The Service Plan will be developed over, ap-
proximately, the next month.

24/10/2018WRJ02800Home Help Service Data

24/10/2018WRJ02900243. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of home help hours 
approved by the HSE team but waiting to be provided the hours in counties Cavan, Monaghan 
and Meath; the length of time they have been waiting for by 3, 6, 12, 18 and 24 months, respec-
tively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44099/18]

24/10/2018WRJ03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

24/10/2018WRJ03100Primary Care Centres Provision

24/10/2018WRJ03200244. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of negotiations on 
plans to introduce a centre (details supplied) first announced in 2013 for County Monaghan; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44101/18]

24/10/2018WRJ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

24/10/2018WRJ03400Primary Care Centres Data

24/10/2018WRJ03500245. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of primary care cen-
tres (details supplied); the stages these are at; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44102/18]

24/10/2018WRJ03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRJ03700Medical Products

24/10/2018WRJ03800246. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44104/18]

24/10/2018WRJ03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRJ04000Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Staff
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24/10/2018WRJ04100247. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant posts in 
whole-time equivalent terms in the CAMHS service for each CHO in tabular form. [44105/18]

24/10/2018WRJ04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

24/10/2018WRJ04300Public Health Policy

24/10/2018WRJ04400248. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when the regulations referred 
to in section 12(1) of the Public Health (Alcohol) Bill 2015 which is now passed into law will 
be published and come into force in view of the urgency of this matter; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44106/18]

24/10/2018WRJ04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Draft regulations under Section 12(1) of the 
Public Health (Alcohol) Act 2018 must be submitted to the European Commission for assess-
ment under Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 on the provision of food information to consumers 
before they can be finalised and published.

24/10/2018WRJ04600Services for People with Disabilities

24/10/2018WRJ04700249. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 891 of 7 September 2018, the number of children aged 0 to 18 years of age on wait-
ing lists for an assessment of need under the Disability Act 2005; the number of these that are 
overdue; the length of time they have been waiting by community healthcare organisation area; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44112/18]

24/10/2018WRJ04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRJ04900National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

24/10/2018WRJ05000250. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the schedule of types of 
medical treatments covered by the NTPF for 2017 and to date in 2018, including each treatment 
type; the number of procedures;  the average fee paid; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44113/18]

24/10/2018WRJ05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) has advised that in 2017 a total of 8,192 people were removed from the Active Inpa-
tient Day Case (IPDC) waiting list as a result of accepting offers of treatment funded through 
the NTPF. As a result of the NTPF Scopes Initiative, 1,328 patients were removed from the GI 
Scopes waiting list. The total estimated cost of treatment for those who accepted offers in 2017 
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is €20.5m. (Please note that the 2017 Annual Financial Statements have not been finalised).

In the first 9 months of 2018, a total of 15,456 patients have accepted offers of NTPF funded 
treatment, broken down as follows:

Treatment Number
Angiograms 1,135
Cataracts   5,403
Cystoscopies 2,121
Joints 1,085
Lesions   843
Tonsils 866
Varicose Veins 1,127
Other Procedures  2,876
Total  15,456

In addition, 2,462 patients were removed from the GI Scopes waiting list this year to end of 
September 2018.

With regard to Inpatient/Day case (IP / DC), the following procedures are provided in Pri-
vate Hospitals, funded through the NTPF:

Adenoidectomy

Angiogram

Arthoscopy of Ankle DC

Arthoscopy of Ankle IP

Arthoscopy of Shoulder DC

Arthoscopy of Shoulder IP

Arthroscopy of knee DC

Arthroscopy of shoulder, diagnostic with or without synovial biopsy

Arthroscopy of shoulder, surgical, with removal of loose body or foreign body, synovec-
tomy debridement

Bilateral hernia repair

Cardioversion

Carpal Tunnel

Cataracts

Cervical Discectomy IP

Circumcision DC Adults

Circumcision IP Adults
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Circumcision DC Paeds

Circumcision IP Paeds

Colonoscopy

Correction of Protruding ears (Bilateral)

Cystoscopy Day case

Endoscopy / Gastroscopy

Excision Lesion General

Excision Lesion Plastics

Excision of hydrocele, bilateral

Excision of hydrocele, unilateral

Grommets

Hip Replacement

Hysteroscopy with dilatation and curettage (diagnostic or therapeutic)

Interruption of sapheno-femoral junction varicose veins

Knee Replacement

Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy daycase and inpatient

Laparoscopy with/without D&C and with/without biopsy

Lumbar Discectomy IP

Myringoplasty

Myringotomy bilateral and Grommets Paeds DC

Myringotomy bilateral paeds DC

Nasal / Sinus Endoscopy DC

Nasal / Sinus Endoscopy IP

Protoscopy / Sigmoidoscopy DC

Repair of incisional hernia

Repair of umbilical hernia

Resection Ingrown Toenail DC

Rhinoplasty DC

Removal of Pin Screw Wire DC

Removal of Pin Screw Wire IP

Removal of Plate Rod Nail DC
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Removal of Plate Rod Nail IP

Septoplasty DC

Septoplasty IP

Septorhinoplasty - ENT 

Septorhinoplasty - Plastics

Strabismus procedure involving 1 or 2 muscles, one eye

Surgical removal of unspecified number of teeth requiring removal of bone - to be per-
formed by a maxillofacial surgeon

Tonsils Adult

Tonsils Paeds

Transurethral resection of prostate [TURP]

Tympanoplasty IP Adult 

Tympanoplasty DC Adult

Tympanoplasty IP Paeds 

Tympanoplasty DC Paeds

Ureteroscope

Urethroscopy, diagnostic, with or without biopsy 

Varicose Veins

The above is not an exhaustive list but covers most of the current procedures. There are also 
a broader range of procedures that are provided through public hospitals. 

In addition, the NTPF has recently tendered for the following procedures:

Excision of chalazions, papillomas, dermoids or other cysts or lesions, one or both eyelids, 
involving skin, lid margin, tarsus and or palpebral conjuctiva 

Excision of pterygium

Excision of pterygium and conjunctival graft

Reconstruction of eyelid

Syringing  and / or probing of lacrimal passages, unilateral or bilateral

Hallux valgus, bilateral

Hallux valgus, unilateral

Reconstruction of eyelid

Excision of epididymal cyst, bilateral

Excision of epididymal cyst, unilateral
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Orchidectomy, bilateral

Orchidectomy, unilateral

Orchidopexy for undescended testis, bilateral, with or without inguinal hernia repair

Orchidopexy for undescended testis, unilateral, with or without inguinal hernia repair

Repair of Variocele

Vasectomy, bilateral

Cardiac electrophysiological study with radiofrequency ablation

Anorectal examination

Excision of anal skin tag

Haemorrhoidectomy, external, multiple

Cauterisation of ectropion

Cauterisation of entropion

Dacryocystorhinostomy [DCR]

Repair of epigastric hernia

Fundoplasty, laparoscopic approach

Orchidopexy for undescended testis, bilateral, with or without inguinal hernia repair

Orchidopexy for undescended testis, unilateral, with or without inguinal hernia repair

 

Procedures with the Private hospitals are tendered through an open procurement process 
and the cost per procedure would be commercially sensitive.

24/10/2018WRJ05200Mental Health Services

24/10/2018WRJ05300251. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the supports available 
to the deaf community in accessing mental health supports, including the provision of mental 
health professionals fluent in sign language; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44114/18]

24/10/2018WRJ05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

24/10/2018WRJ05500Dental Services Provision

24/10/2018WRJ05600252. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if dental treatment will be 
facilitated for a person (details supplied) in view of the circumstances; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44140/18]
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24/10/2018WRJ05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRJ05800Vaccination Programme

24/10/2018WRJ05900253. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the expenditure on the advertising 
and promoting of the HPV vaccine in each of the years 2014 to 2017. [44155/18]

24/10/2018WRJ06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this PQ refers to expenditure on the ad-
vertising and promoting of the HPV vaccine, I have referred it to the Health Service Executive 
for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRK00200Cross-Border Health Initiatives

24/10/2018WRK00300254. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a reimbursement will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44158/18]

24/10/2018WRK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Cross Border Directive (CBD) pub-
lic patients in Ireland can seek to be referred to another EU/EEA country for a treatment that is 
available in Ireland. The patient pays for the treatment and claims reimbursement from the HSE 
at the cost of that treatment in Ireland or the cost of it abroad, whichever is the lesser.  

It is important to note that reimbursement is confined to the costs of the care itself and that 
the rates of reimbursement cannot exceed the cost of the provision of the care if it were pro-
vided in the Irish public health service.  

The HSE has an obligation to check and verify the details of any payments it makes includ-
ing applications for reimbursement under the Directive.  In carrying out due diligence on ap-
plications for reimbursement under the Directive the HSE may examine the details of the treat-
ment received to ensure that the treatment claimed for, and the clinical details of the treatment 
supplied on the application, are consistent with the procedure code which has been supplied.  If 
there is a discrepancy the HSE will query the details in the application and this may lead to an 
adjustment of the reimbursement based the details of the treatment received.

As the matter of the amount reimbursed is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond to the Deputy directly regarding Mr Short’s application for reimburse-
ment under the Cross Border Directive.

24/10/2018WRK00500Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

24/10/2018WRK00600255. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a motorised wheelchair 
will be provided for a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44170/18]

24/10/2018WRK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRK00800Assisted Decision Making



24 October 2018

97

24/10/2018WRK00900256. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the timescale for the full com-
mencement of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015, in particular Part 8 of the 
Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44191/18]

24/10/2018WRK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Act was signed into law on 30 December 2015. The Act provides a modern statutory framework 
to support decision-making by adults with capacity difficulties, and the commencement of the 
greater part of this Act is the responsibility of the Department of Justice and Equality. 

The commencement of Part 8 of the Act, which provides a legislative framework for ad-
vance healthcare directives (AHDs) is a matter for my Department. An AHD is a statement 
made by a person with capacity setting out his or her will and preferences regarding treatment 
decisions that may arise in the future when he or she no longer has capacity.  

Under section 91 of the Act, the Minister for Health is responsible for the establishment of 
a multidisciplinary working group to assist in the development and preparation of the Code of 
Practice for the AHD provisions of the Act. I established this multidisciplinary working group 
on 17th of October 2016 under section 91(2) of the Act. The role of the working group is to 
prepare a detailed series of recommendations for the Director of the Decision Support Service, 
in relation to codes of practice and this process is ongoing. The Director will subsequently pre-
pare a Code(s) of Practice and will submit it to me for my approval and, with my consent, the 
Director will then publish the Code of Practice.   

The preparation of the Code of Practice will facilitate the subsequent commencement of 
Part 8 of the Act, pertaining to AHDs, in its entirety.

24/10/2018WRK01100Cancer Screening Programmes

24/10/2018WRK01200257. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the locations in which the laborato-
ries carrying out the cervical test reviews are located; and if the laboratories testing the samples 
meet the accredited standards [44192/18]

24/10/2018WRK01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Three laboratories currently provide ser-
vices for CervicalCheck. These are:

- Quest Diagnostics, New Jersey

- MedLab Pathology, Sandyford

- Coombe Women and Infants University Hospital, Dublin

Under the terms of their contract with CervicalCheck, some of the tests which are directed 
to MedLab are carried out at The Doctors’ Laboratory in London (TDL). 

As part of his Scoping Inquiry into CervicalCheck, Dr Gabriel Scally visited all laboratories 
which currently provide services for CervicalCheck. Dr Scally has stated that he is satisfied 
with the quality management processes in the current laboratory sites and found no reason, on 
quality grounds, why the existing contracts for laboratory services should not continue until the 
new HPV testing regime has been introduced. Dr Scally has now undertaken to provide me with 
a supplementary report on the laboratories.

24/10/2018WRK01400Cancer Screening Programmes
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24/10/2018WRK01500258. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if women are having to have a sec-
ond cervical test due to a backlog in view of the recent reports; the number of women affected 
by same; and the measures being taken to counteract this backlog [44193/18]

24/10/2018WRK01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 1 May, following a Government Deci-
sion, I asked CervicalCheck to make the necessary arrangements to provide that any woman 
who had had a CervicalCheck smear test, and whose GP considered that they should have a 
further test, could access such a test without charge. This decision was taken considering the 
need to provide reassurance to women. 

The HSE advises that CervicalCheck laboratory activity remains significantly above normal 
levels. This is a result both of out-of-cycle smears, and also increased uptake generally. This has 
impacted turnaround times for results of smear tests. 

The HSE also advises that every effort is being made to ensure that tests are processed as 
quickly as possible, having regard to the high standards required for testing. This is a priority 
concern for my Department and the HSE.  The recent agreements reached with the contracted 
labs includes arrangements to address the backlog in testing. 

I think it is important to emphasise that smear tests are a screening and not a diagnostic 
process, and if any women is concerned or is experiencing any symptoms, she should consult 
with her GP.

In relation to the specific questions raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him.

24/10/2018WRK01700Health Services Provision

24/10/2018WRK01800259. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
waiting to be fitted for shoes, pedro boots and insoles in each county; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44223/18]

24/10/2018WRK01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRK02000Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRK02100260. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Sláinte cad iad na céimeanna atá tógtha 
aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bhfuil dóthain daoine ar fáil in a Roinn le seirbhísí a chur ar fáil 
dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge leis an státseirbhís; agus an ndéan-
faidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44388/18]

24/10/2018WRK02200261. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Sláinte cén céadatán den státseirbhís 
atá inniúil chun seirbhísí in a Roinn a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina 
thaobh. [44401/18]

24/10/2018WRK02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Molaim Ceisteanna Uimh. 260 go 261, cui-
msitheach, a fhreagairt le chéile.

Tá rún daingean ag mo Roinn a chinntiú gur féidir freastal a mhéid is féidir ar chustaiméirí 
ar mian leo a gcuid gnó a dhéanamh trí mheán na Gaeilge. Ba é 470 duine an líon iomlán dao-
ine, mar Choibhéis Lánaimseartha, a bhí ag obair sa Roinn ag deireadh mhí Mheán Fómhair 
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2018. Den líon sin, tá aon bhall foirne dhéag, nó 2.3%, in ann a gcuid dualgas a chur i gcrích 
sa Ghaeilge agus sa Bhéarla araon. Tugtar freagra sa Ghaeilge ar an gcomhfhreagras ar fad a 
sheoltar chuig an Roinn sa Ghaeilge agus cuirtear aon cheisteanna teileafóin ar aghaidh chuig 
duine de na baill foirne atá inniúil sa Ghaeilge.   Luaitear sa Scéim Teanga 2015-2018 ón Roinn 
Sláinte go sainaithneoidh an Roinn aon phoist dá bhfuil inniúlacht sa Ghaeilge ina riachtanas. 
Shainaithin an Roinn post amháin den sórt sin agus cheap sí ball foirne chuig an ról ina dhiaidh 
sin. Níl aon fholúntais ar fáil faoi láthair maidir le poist ina bhfuil inniúlacht sa Ghaeilge ag 
teastáil.

24/10/2018WRK02500Sheep Welfare Scheme Appeals

24/10/2018WRK02600262. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on a review by the inspectorate of a sheep welfare scheme penalty in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44001/18]

24/10/2018WRK02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applicant 
was notified of the results of a Sheep Welfare Scheme inspection on 2nd May 2018, following 
which a review request by the applicant was received by the Department on 23rd July 2018. The 
matter is currently being examined by officials in my Department and the person involved will 
be notified directly of the outcome as soon as one is available. In the event that the applicant 
is dissatisfied with the outcome of this review, the decision can be appealed to the independent 
Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months of the review decision.

24/10/2018WRK02800Agriculture Scheme Payments

24/10/2018WRK02900263. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ments will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44010/18]

24/10/2018WRK03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes application on 
the 11th May 2018. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that 
full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion. This inspection is currently being processed with the intention of issuing any payments 
due as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise officials in my Department will be in 
contact with the person named.

24/10/2018WRK03100EU Directives

24/10/2018WRK03200264. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine his views on issues raised in correspondence by an organisation (details supplied). 
[44011/18]

24/10/2018WRK03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The draft Di-
rective proposes the prohibition of certain Unfair Trading Practices (UTPs) which occur in 
relation to the sales of food products by an SME supplier, including farmers, to a buyer that is 
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a large entity, i.e. larger than an SME.  The EU definition of SME is: “Enterprises which employ 
fewer than 250 persons and which have an annual turnover not exceeding €50 million, and/or 
an annual balance sheet total not exceeding €43 million.”

In so doing, the Directive seeks to contribute to ensuring a fair standard of living for those 
producers who are particularly vulnerable to UTPs. Such producers have the least bargaining 
power, and are least able to address UTPs without negative effects on their economic viability, 
particulary in the case of agricultural products which are perishable and seasonal, and subject 
to adverse weather conditions. 

Trilogues between the Council, Commission and European Parliament are taking place with 
a view to begin to seek agreement on a final version of the Directive. In agreeing to move to 
Trilogues, the Special Committee on Agriculture took note of the pending concerns expressed 
by several delegations in relation to the issue of the scope of the draft Directive. 

Officials from my Department have been in contact with the organisation referred to in the 
accompanying correspondance and I would be happy to recieve any further written submis-
sions.

24/10/2018WRK03400Forestry Grants

24/10/2018WRK03500265. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
constitutional grant will be reviewed in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44026/18]

24/10/2018WRK03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): It is important 
to point out that Ireland has taken the lead in Europe in terms of the scale of actions it has taken 
and continues to take against this disease and is similarly at the forefront in terms of the level of 
financial supports being made available to individual forest owners affected by it.

The Reconstitution Scheme (Chalara Ash Dieback), which is currently under review, is an 
entirely Exchequer funded scheme and provides support for the forest owner for the reconstitu-
tion of Ash plantations which have suffered from or are associated with Chalara. The objective 
of this scheme is to support the removal of trees affected by the disease and the reconstitution 
of the forest with alternative species to ash including more commercial conifer species.  

 In terms of further support a revised Woodland Improvement Scheme will allow eligible 
landowners to avail of a second thinning grant. This will assist forest owners in managing any 
continuing impact of Chalara in their plantation. This scheme is due to be launched shortly. 

In the case of forest owners who have already carried out a first thinning the Department 
must ensure that an application for support under the Reconstitution Scheme does not create a 
double payment with regard to trees that have already been removed during initial works.  The 
application for the Reconstitution Scheme for the person named is currently under review in 
this regard.

24/10/2018WRK03700Forestry Sector

24/10/2018WRK03800266. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
rules regarding replanting will be relaxed in circumstances in which there has been an outbreak 
of ash dieback to allow more commercially viable planting to take place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44027/18]
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24/10/2018WRK03900267. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
land owner can be allowed to clear fell more than ten hectares without restriction to reduce the 
economic cost of doing the work in the case of an ash dieback situation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44028/18]

24/10/2018WRK04000268. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce greater grant aid for resetting after an outbreak of ashdie back due to the 
economic hardship of the event for the landowner; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44029/18]

24/10/2018WRK04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 266 to 268, inclusive, together.

It is important to point out that Ireland has taken the lead in Europe in terms of the scale of 
actions it has taken and continues to take against this disease and is similarly at the forefront 
in terms of the level of financial supports being made available to individual forest owners af-
fected by it.

The Reconstitution Scheme (Chalara Ash Dieback), which is currently under review, is an 
entirely Exchequer funded scheme and provides support for the forest owner for the reconstitu-
tion of Ash plantations which have suffered from or are associated with Chalara. The objective 
of this scheme is to support the removal of trees affected by the disease and the reconstitution 
of the forest with alternative species to ash including more commercial conifer species. Forest 
owners need to be aware of possible changes to premiums if conifers are chosen. While owners 
can fell ten hectares or more in these situations, in cases involving the replacement of more than 
10 hectares of broadleaf high forest by conifer species there may be a requirement for planning 
permission and if so there may be restrictions associated with that planning permission under 
the Planning and Development Act. This is for the relevant Planning Authority to determine, 
and any person may request (for a prescribed fee), under Section 5 of the Planning and Devel-
opment Act 2000, a declaration on the matter from their Local Planning Authority. 

In terms of further support, the revised Woodland Improvement Scheme will allow eligible 
landowners to avail of a second thinning grant. This will assist forest owners in managing any 
continuing impact of Chalara in their plantation. This scheme is due to be launched shortly.

24/10/2018WRK04400Ash Dieback Threat

24/10/2018WRK04500269. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will request the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government to initiate a survey 
through the local authorities in order that all trees that are adjacent to roads and affected by ash 
dieback are felled by those responsible due to the spread of ash dieback nationally; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44030/18]

24/10/2018WRK04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment conducts systematic and targeted plant health surveys in relation to Ash Dieback on an 
annual basis.  These include a targeted survey of forestry plantations,  a systematic survey of 
National Forest Inventory points across the country as well as surveys in commercial nurseries, 
garden centres, private gardens, roadside / motorway landscaping plantings and farm landscap-
ing / agri-environment scheme plantings.

A general Guidance note on the recognition of Dangerous Trees is available from my De-
partment.  However, the initiation of any survey of all trees adjacent to roads is an operational 
matter for the bodies responsible for the respective roads, which in the case of public roads are 
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by and large the local Roads Authorities and Transport Infrastructure Ireland, and the relevant 
Ministers. Furthermore,  Section 70 of the Roads Act 1993, as amended, affords powers to deal 
with any trees which pose a hazard or potential hazard to persons using a public road or which 
obstruct or interfere with the safe use of public roads or with the maintenance of public roads 
to those Roads Authorities.

24/10/2018WRK04700Brexit Issues

24/10/2018WRK04800270. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if his Department has carried out investigations on the future of pet travel arrangements 
between the UK and here in the event of a no-deal Brexit; if the current arrangements will be 
maintained in such circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44096/18]

24/10/2018WRK04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Gov-
ernment is seeking to minimise the impact of Brexit in the first instance through a negotiated 
outcome which delivers arrangements in the future that are as close as possible to those that 
prevail at present. 

In line with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade-coordinated  ‘whole of Govern-
ment’ approach to Brexit, my Department is planning for an orderly Brexit which involves, 
inter alia, a transition period to the end of December 2020. Work is also ongoing in relation to 
contingency planning for a disorderly Brexit at the end of March 2019.  

Pet travel arrangements are being considered as part of these preparations.

24/10/2018WRK05000Agriculture Scheme Administration

24/10/2018WRK05100271. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if, 
in assessing overclaims by a farmer under the BPS scheme and the ANC scheme, it is done 
on a parcel by parcel basis; if it is based on the total area claimed by a farmer against the total 
eligible land thus ensuring that in circumstances in which there is an overclaim on one plot and 
another plot in which the eligible acreage exceeds the claimed area one can be set against the 
other; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44150/18]

24/10/2018WRK05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In determin-
ing overclaims under the Basic Payment Scheme, cross compensation is applied in calculating 
any penalties accruing.  This means that all the eligible land across all a farmer’s declared par-
cels is set against the total area claimed, rather than being applied on a parcel by parcel basis.  
Under the Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme, this same approach is taken within the various 
categories of land which attract different levels of payment under the Scheme.

24/10/2018WRK05300Agriculture Scheme Appeals

24/10/2018WRK05400272. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
payment for a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44203/18]

24/10/2018WRK05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
would be aware from previous recent PQ’s a review by the Director of Agriculture Appeals 
Office of the decision of the Appeals Officer has been requested in this case in accordance 
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with the provisions of the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001.  The Agriculture Appeals Office has 
indicated that requests for reviews are generally dealt with in order of receipt and that both the 
Department and the person named will be advised of the outcome when the review has been 
completed.

24/10/2018WRK05600Diplomatic Representation

24/10/2018WRK05700273. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
Irish embassies that currently have an agricultural attaché based at the embassy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44214/18]

24/10/2018WRK05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As requested 
by the Deputy, the Irish embassies currently with agricultural attachés are shown below: 

- Permanent Representation of Ireland to the E.U.50 Rue Froissart, 1040 Brussels, Belgium

- Embassy of Ireland, 17 Grosvenor Pl, London SW1X7HR, United Kingdom

- Embassy of Ireland, Villa Spada,Via Giacomo Medici,1 - 00153 Rome, Italy

- Embassy of Ireland, 12 Avenue Foch, 75116, Paris, France

- Ireland’s Permanent Mission to UN Organisations Geneva, 56 - 58 Rue de Moillebeau, 
1209 Geneve 19, Geneva, Switzerland

- Embassy of Ireland, 2234 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington DC, 20008, USA

- Embassy of Ireland, 3 Ritan Dong Lu, Beijing 100600, People’s Republic of China

-  Embassy of Ireland, Abu Dhabi, UAE PO Box 61581 

- These locations are reviewed regularly based on strategic business needs.

24/10/2018WRL00200Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRL00300274. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cad iad 
na céimeanna atá tógtha aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bhfuil dóthain daoine ar fáil in a Roinn 
le seirbhísí a chur ar fáil dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge leis an stát-
seirbhís; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44372/18]

24/10/2018WRL00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Is féidir liom 
a dheimhniú go bhfuil mo Roinnse tiomanta do fhreagra a thabhairt i nGaeilge, le litir nó le 
ríomhphost, nuair a scríobhann custaiméir chuig mo Roinn i nGaeilge. Tá Aonad Gaeilge i bh-
feidhm i mo Roinn chun aistriúcháin Ghaeilge a chur ar fáil nuair is gá. 

Tá mo Roinn tiomanta ach go háirithe d’fheabhas a chur ar na seirbhísí Gaeilge a chuirtear 
ar fáil i gceantair Ghaeltachta.  Tá dhá Lárionad Chuan Iascaigh ag an Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia 
agus Mara atá suite i gceantair Ghaeltachta.  Maidir leis na baill foirne atá sa dá oifig sin:  as 
an 15 bhall foirne atá ag obair sa dá oifig sin, tá 11 díobh ábalta gnó ar fad na Roinne a chur i 
gcrích i nGaeilge. Tá an ceathrar ball eile in ann comhrá a bheith acu i nGaeilge. Dá bhrí sin 
tá mo Roinn ábalta seirbhís iomlán a sholáthar trí Ghaeilge sna hoifigí dá cuid atá lonnaithe i 
gceantair Ghaeltachta. 
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Le súil is cumas na Gaeilge a choinneáil agus a fheabhsú sa dá Lárionad Chuan Iascaigh sin, 
tá mo Roinn tiomanta do dhul i mbun oibre ar an mbonn seo a leanas maidir le gach comórtas 
amach anseo i gceantair Ghaeltachta.  Beidh riachtanais i dtaobh na Gaeilge agus an Bhéarla, 
riachtanais a bheidh ar chomhchéim, i gceist le haon chomórtas a bhaineann le poist a bheidh 
lonnaithe in oifig atá suite i gceantar Gaeltachta.  Déanfaidh an Roinn gach iarracht a chinntiú 
go mbeidh gach duine a earcaítear amach anseo in oifigí i gCeantair Ghaeltachta inniúil sa 
Ghaeilge.  Ní mór don Roinn fós an ceart atá aici post sa Ghaeltacht a thabhairt do dhuine nach 
bhfuil aon Ghaeilge aige a fhorchoimeád mura dtiocfaidh duine a bhfuil Gaeilge aige agus atá 
cuícháilithe chun cinn.  Táthar ag súil nach mbeidh gá sin a dhéanamh ach caithfidh an Roinn a 
chinntiú go gcomhlíonann sí a cuid feidhmeanna sna Lárionaid Chuanta Iascaigh. 

Ina theannta sin, le súil is a bheith ábalta é a chur ar chumas chustaiméirí atá ag iarraidh a 
gcuid gnó a dhéanamh i nGaeilge, tá sé phost aitheanta ag mo Roinn ina gcaithfidh na daoine 
sna poist sin cumas dátheangach a bheith acu.  Tá ceithre cinn de na sé phost sin lonnaithe las-
muigh de na ceantair Ghaeltachta dá dtagraítear thuas. Ar ndóigh, tá baill foirne eile ar fud mo 
Roinne a bhfuil leibhéil éagsúla cumais acu maidir lena ngnó a dhéanamh  i nGaeilge.   

Féach an tábla thíos chun eolas a fháil maidir leis an bhfoireann a bhfuil cúrsaí Gaeilge 
tugtha i gcrích acu agus a bhfuil cáilíocht bainte amach acu in Inniúlacht na Gaeilge. 

Bliain Cúrsa Coláiste Rannpháirtithe
 Teastas sa Ghaeilge   Ghairmiúil Gaelchultúr Teoranta 1
2016   
 Teastas sa Ghaeilge   Ghairmiúil Gaelchultúr Teoranta 1
 Cúrsa Gaeilge The   Language Centre 1
2017   
 Cúrsa Gaeilge FEICIM 1
2018   
 Teastas i nGaeilge Ghairmiúil Gaelchultúr Teoranta 3
 Teastas i nGaeilge Ghairmiúil Gaelchultúr Teoranta 23
 Gaeilge (Meánleibhéal B1) The   Language Centre 1
 Teastas sa Ghaeilge Ghairmiúil Leibhéal 6 Gaelchultúr Teoranta 1

24/10/2018WRL00500Citizens Assembly

24/10/2018WRL00600275. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the progress he has made to date on implementing the recommendations on 
the way in which the State can make Ireland a leader in tackling climate change arising from a 
Citizens’ Assembly report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44016/18]

24/10/2018WRL00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The report of the Citizens’ Assembly was submitted to the Houses of the Oireachtas 
in April of this year, and the Houses subsequently established the Joint Committee on Climate 
Action to further consider the recommendations and report by the end of January 2019.  In 
the context of the consideration of each of the recommendations of the Citizens’ Assembly, it 
is now a matter for the Joint Committee to consider whether and how each recommendation 
might be taken up by Government.  In this context, the Committee is engaging with all relevant 
Government Departments on their respective policies in place and their position in response to 
the Citizens’ Assembly recommendations. 

I was pleased to note that many of the recommendations adopted by the Citizens’ Assembly 
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are already being addressed through the implementation of National Development Plan, the 
National Mitigation Plan and the Energy White Paper. A number of these recommendations are 
within my own Department’s remit.

Recommendation 2 addresses the leadership role of the State in addressing climate change. 
My Department published a Public Sector Energy Efficiency Strategy in 2017 which provides 
for a coordinated, whole-of Government approach to meeting the Government’s target of im-
proving its own energy efficiency by 33% by 2020 and thereby reducing the contribution of 
the public sector to Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions. The Strategy provides, inter alia, that 
public bodies are required to implement the Nearly Zero Energy Building standard two years in 
advance of the private sector and also provides a framework for investment in public building 
retrofits. 

In relation to Recommendation 5, the Government launched, on 31 July, a grant- aided pilot 
micro generation scheme, targeting solar PV and domestic customers with self-generation. The 
pilot scheme also supports the use of battery storage for installations over a certain size. This is 
in line with industry best practice where installations are sized appropriately with the maximum 
amount of renewable electricity generated being consumed on site by the customer.

Recommendation 6 addresses community ownership of renewable energy projects. The new 
Renewable Electricity Support Scheme will provide for communities to develop their own re-
newable electricity projects and for developer-led projects to offer investment opportunities to 
local citizens and communities. 

In relation to Recommendation 9, a strong package of measures to support the roll out of 
electric vehicles is now in place, supporting the NDP objective of having at least 500,000 elec-
tric vehicles on the road by 2030.

While much progress has been made in relation to a number of the Assembly’s recommen-
dations, the Government recognises that further consideration will need to be given to some 
of the report’s other proposals, including through the ongoing work of the Joint Committee on 
Climate Action. In light of this, I look forward to engaging with the Joint Committee on its work 
in the near future.

24/10/2018WRL00800National Broadband Plan Administration

24/10/2018WRL00900276. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he expects the national broadband plan to retain its current delivery trajectory 
once the contract is awarded. [44065/18]

24/10/2018WRL01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broad-
band access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of loca-
tion.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. Today, 
more than 7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broad-
band. The NBP will be achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led 
intervention.  The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network 
is now at the final stage with evaluation ongoing of the final tender received on 18 September. 
The Taoiseach has asked the independent process auditor to the NBP procurement to review the 
process. Mr. Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me as Minister for Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment within three weeks from 17 October. This review will 
take place in parallel with the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement 
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team on the final tender for the NBP State led intervention.

As part of the commercial investment element of the NBP, in April 2017, my Department 
signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide high speed broad-
band to 300,000 premises in rural areas. A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on 
my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie.

Data for Q2 2018 submitted by eir to my Department indicates that the company had passed 
some 175,000 premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deployment. 

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment 
of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of con-
sistency in engagements 

24/10/2018WRL01100Rural Broadband Scheme

24/10/2018WRL01200277. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the provision of rural broadband for rural County Kildare 
(details supplied). [44066/18]

24/10/2018WRL01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): There is a total of 95 premises in the townlands of Kilkea Demesne, Kilkea Lodge 
Farm and Kilkea Upper    and Lower. All of these premises are in the AMBER area on the High 
Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.
gov.ie. 

The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.  

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at 
the final stage with evaluation ongoing of the final tender received on 18 September. The Tao-
iseach has asked Mr. Peter Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP procurement to 
review the process. Mr. Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me as Minister for 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment. This review will take place in parallel to 
the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement team on the final tender for 
the NBP State led intervention.  

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment 
of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of con-
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sistency in engagements.

24/10/2018WRL01400National Broadband Plan Implementation

24/10/2018WRL01500278. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he is taking to ensure speedy roll out of the national broadband plan to 
the offshore islands; the steps he will take in the meantime due to the delay with the roll out 
of the plan to ensure that businesses on the islands have adequate broadband at a competitive 
price; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44146/18]

24/10/2018WRL01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In April 2017 my Department published an updated High Speed Broadband Map 
which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial 
operators to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the 
State Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan (NBP). Premises on our offshore 
islands which fall within the AMBER area will be served under the State led Intervention.    One 
of the elements of the Intervention Strategy in relation to the NBP requires any intervention 
network to be built on a open access, wholesale basis. This is aimed at providing a competi-
tive service of similar speed, quality and cost to those in more urban areas, and for this level of 
service to be available to premises in the State intervention area, including to homes and busi-
nesses on islands. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage, with evaluation ongoing of the final tender submission received on 18 September. 
The Taoiseach has asked Mr. Peter Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP procure-
ment to review the process. Mr. Smyth will submit a recommendation report to both the Taoise-
ach and to me as Minister for Communications, Climate Action and I Environment. This review 
will take place in parallel to the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement 
team on the final tender. 

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment 
of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of con-
sistency in engagements.

24/10/2018WRL01700Dúnadh Oifigí an Phoist

24/10/2018WRL01800279. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son na 
hAeráide agus Comhshaoil cad iad na critéir i leith daonra a bhaineann leis an scéim de chuid 
An Post le hoifigí poist a dhúnadh i gceantair tuaithe; an ndeachaigh An Post i gcomhairle leis 
nó lena Roinn maidir leis na critéir sin; más rud é go ndeachaigh, ar aontaigh an Roinn leis an 
gcur chuige go mbeadh an cinneadh bunaithe ar dhaonra an bhaile ina bhfuil an oifig phoist 
suite seachas an ceantar a bhfuil sí ag freastal air; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[44149/18]



Questions - Written Answers

108

24/10/2018WRL01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In Aibreán i mbliana, d’fhógair An Post fís athnuaite do líonra na n-oifigí poist, a 
dhíríonn ar infhaighteacht na seirbhísí nua mar chuid de líonra athnuaite nuachóirithe. Tá an 
doiciméad straitéise gaolmhar, A New Vision for Post Office Services, le fáil ar shuíomh gré-
asáin An Post agus leagtar amach ann na critéir éagsúla a bheidh le breithniú ag An Post mar a 
bhaineann sé le haon chomhdhlúthú ar sheirbhísí oifigí poist.  Fuair an fógra tacaíocht ó chom-
haontú a tháinig An Post agus An Ceardchumann na Máistrí Poist air tar éis dian-chaibidlí a 
mhair roinnt míonna, agus a thacaigh 80% de bhallraíocht an cheardchumainn leis ina dhiaidh 
sin. Is ábhar oibríochtúil do lucht bainistíochta agus don Bhord An Post é seo, agus ní raibh 
feidhm agam féin ná ag m’oifigigh sa phróiseas seo dá bharr.

24/10/2018WRL02000Carbon Tax Implementation

24/10/2018WRL02100280. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 196 of 17 October 2018, if he will provide 
all correspondence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44168/18]

24/10/2018WRL02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Such a request can be made to the Department under the Freedom of Information 
legislation.

24/10/2018WRL02300Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRL02400281. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son na 
hAeráide agus Comhshaoil cad iad na céimeanna atá tógtha aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bh-
fuil dóthain daoine ar fáil in a Roinn le seirbhísí a chur ar fáil dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a 
dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge leis an státseirbhís; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44376/18]

24/10/2018WRL02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Tá an Roinn Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son na hAeráide agus Comhshaoil tio-
manta chun seirbhís trí Ghaeilge a chur ar fáil agus chun a hoibleagáidí reachtúla faoin Acht na 
dTeangacha Oifigiúla, 2003 a chomhlíonadh. Chuige sin, tá na céimeanna seo a leanas tógtha ag 
an Roinn seo agamsa:   1.  In Aibreán 2017, d’fhorbair agus d’fhoilsigh an Roinn a Plean Fórsa 
Oibre 2017-2019 a chuimsigh riachtanais shainaithinte sna réimsí gnó ar fud na Roinne mar a 
bhaineann siad le hinniúlacht sa Ghaeilge.

2.  In 2018, forbraíodh agus foilsíodh Scéim Teanga na Roinne don tréimhse 2018-2021. 

3.  D’fhonn ranganna Gaeilge ag meánleibhéal agus ardleibhéal a chur ar fáil do bhaill 
foirne, oibríonn an tAonad Foghlama agus Forbartha le OneLearning, Seirbhís Chomhroinnte 
na Státseirbhíse um Fhoghlaim agus Fhorbairt. Is comhlacht oideachais é Gaelchultúr atá crei-
diúnaithe trí FETAC agus a chuireann na cúrsaí seo ar fáil thar ceann OneLearning.

4.  Trínár ‘Scéim Tacaíochta Oideachais’, tacaíonn an Roinn le fostaithe ar mian leo dlús a 
chur lena bhforbairt ghairmiúil. Faoin scéim seo, is féidir le fostaithe iarratas  a dhéanamh le 
réamh-mhaoiniú iomlán i gcomhair cúrsa ábhartha ag an dara nó tríú leibhéal.

5.  In éineacht leis na bearta seo, téann Páirtithe Gnó na nAcmhainní Daonna i ngleic leis na 
Rannóga go rialta tríd an bpróiseas pleanála d’fhórsa oibre. Is cuid den phróiseas seo aon phost 
ainmnithe eile a d’fhéadfadh bheith ann a shainaithint, agus aon riachtanas Gaeilge a aithint.



24 October 2018

109

24/10/2018WRL02600Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRL02700282. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son na 
hAeráide agus Comhshaoil cén céadatán den státseirbhís atá inniúil chun seirbhísí in a Roinn a 
chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44396/18]

24/10/2018WRL02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Is mian liom a chur in iúl don Teachta go bhfostaítear 413 ball foirne sa Roinn seo 
agamsa faoi láthair. Tá ceathrar ball foirne, nó 1% den líon iomlán, sainaitheanta ag Rannán 
na nAcmhainní Daonna mar dhaoine a bhfuil dóthain inniúlachta acu sa Ghaeilge chun seirb-
hísí a chur ar fáil tríd an teanga.    Ba cheart a thabhairt faoi deara, áfach, go mbaineann na 
huimhreacha seo leis na baill foirne siúd amháin a bhí ceaptha chuig ról ainmnithe Gaeilge, 
nó a earcaíodh ó phainéal Gaeilge de chuid PAS lena chinntiú go mbeadh an cumas ann chun 
seirbhísí a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge. Ní léiríonn siad an raon leathan líofachta atá ann i nGaeilge 
ag gach leibhéal den Roinn.

24/10/2018WRL02900Vehicle Clamping

24/10/2018WRL03000283. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the legal 
basis upon which an organisation (details supplied) clamps cars parked in its car park in New-
castlewest, County Limerick and charges a €90 release fee; if this amounts to illegal impound-
ing of a person’s car; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44222/18]

24/10/2018WRL03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Vehicle Clamp-
ing Act 2015 came into full effect on 1st October 2017 and gave the National Transport Au-
thority (NTA) responsibilty for the regulation of vehicle clamping activities in both statutory 
and non-statutory (privately-owned) clamping places throughout the State.  I have therefore 
forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within ten working days.

24/10/2018WRL03200Bus Services

24/10/2018WRL03300284. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
fleet of buses a company (details supplied) is using are State owned; if they are being leased to 
the company; if the fleet belongs to the company; the number of vehicles in the company’s fleet; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44041/18]

24/10/2018WRL03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

24/10/2018WRL03500Road Projects

24/10/2018WRL03600285. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of times his officials have considered funding for the north ring road completion in Cork 
city since 2016; and the measures he will take to alleviate traffic flows on major national roads 
on the northside of Cork city. [44062/18]
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24/10/2018WRL03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and operation 
of individual roads is a matter for the relevant road authority in relation to local and regional 
roads, or for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authorities con-
cerned, in relation to national roads. 

However, I would like to explain that there are two separate road proposals to alleviate traf-
fic congestion for the north Cork City area.    These two options are outlined below:-  

- Under the National Development Plan (NDP) there is a reference to a North Ring Road 
linking the N20 to Dunkettle.   The Cork North Ring Road is a complementary scheme to the 
M20 and consideration of the North Ring Road can best be assessed as part of an overall trans-
port strategy for the metropolitan Cork area which would include the examination of public 
transport and demand management options. 

- The other option is the provision of a Cork Northern Distributor Road which is being con-
sidered under the Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy (CMATS). 

The Cork Northern Distributor Road will be appraised first and after that consideration will 
be given to the need for the proposed North Ring Road.  Any question of funding will be evalu-
ated in the context of those appraisals.  

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a more detailed and direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/10/2018WRL03800Cycling Facilities Funding

24/10/2018WRL03900286. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of cycling programmes and geographic locations that have been allocated funding under 
budget 2019, in tabular form. [44063/18]

24/10/2018WRL04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy is aware 
that over the period 2018 to 2021 I have secured significantly improved funding allocations 
which will benefit both cycling and walking.

Funding for cycling and walking is provided by my Department to the National Transport 
Authority (NTA), which in turn works with relevant local authorities as required to fund, de-
velop and deliver specific projects.

These improved allocations over the 2018 to 2021 period include: 

- €750million as part of the BusConnects programme in Dublin which will inter alia deliver 
around 200kilometres of segregated cycling lanes where possible; 

- €110million specifically dedicated to other cycling and walking infrastructure in our major 
urban areas; 

- €135million for sustainable urban transport measures; and 

- €53million over the period 2019 to 2021 to support the development of new Greenways in 
more rural areas, in line with the recently published Greenways Strategy.

As can be seen from the above, these are multi-annual capital expenditure programmes 
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which will positively assist with the better development and provision of cycling and walking 
infrastructure across the State.

In addition to these infrastructure measures, my Department also provides funding to the 
NTA in relation to behavourial change progammes and to Cycle Right which delivers cycle 
training in primary schools.  

Details of individual projects/programmes for 2019 are a matter for the NTA and relevant 
local authorities and I have therefore forwarded I have referred your question to the NTA for 
a more detailed reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

24/10/2018WRL04100Ministerial Meetings

24/10/2018WRL04200287. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
met with officials from Cork city or county councils in relation to congestion on the N20, N71 
and N40 roads in the past six months. [44064/18]

24/10/2018WRL04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In the last six months 
I have had one such meeting.  On 21 June 2018, I met with Cork County Council to discuss the 
issue of funding for local and regional roads in Cork.

24/10/2018WRL04400Tourism Industry

24/10/2018WRL04500288. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
legislative provisions that apply to safeguard the safety, health and welfare of those staying in 
caravan and camping parks; and his views on whether this legislative framework is adequate, 
in particular the Fáilte Ireland approved caravan and camping parks registration and renewal of 
registration regulations under the Tourist Traffic Acts 1939 to 2003. [44083/18]

24/10/2018WRL04600289. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will direct Fáilte Ireland to use its powers under relevant legislation, including the Fáilte Ireland 
approved caravan and camping parks registration and renewal of registration Regulations under 
the Tourist Traffic Acts 1939 to 2003, to review the regulations to strengthen the safety regula-
tions in view of a recent tragedy in County Galway due to bad weather; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44084/18]

24/10/2018WRL04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 288 and 289 together.

Under the Tourist Traffic Acts 1939-2016, Fáilte Ireland has specific powers and func-
tions regarding the registration and grading of tourist accommodation.  In accordance with the 
legislation, certain categories of accommodation (such as caravan and camping parks) are statu-
torily obliged to register with Fáilte Ireland and comply with approved regulations. In addition 
to the statutory systems, Fáilte Ireland also offers a voluntary quality assurance approval and 
listing system for other accommodation providers under the Welcome Standard. However, it is 
important to note that these regulations and the Welcome Standard approval mainly relate to the 
quality of the product and the level of service.   

With specific regard to health and safety standards, regardless of whether or not they are 
registered or listed with Fáilte Ireland, accommodation providers must comply with the rel-
evant statutory requirements, as enforced by a range of bodies including local authorities and 
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the Health Service Executive.  Neither my Department nor the tourism agencies are responsible 
for legislating for, regulating or enforcing compliance with health and safety standards.  

 

24/10/2018WRL04900Rail Services Data

24/10/2018WRL05000290. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sched-
uled arrival time and the actual arrival time of all evening train services serving Mullingar in the 
past two months in tabular form; if the delays experienced are considered normal for this time 
of year; the effect of recent timetable changes to the train schedules and arrival times; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44087/18]

24/10/2018WRL05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport.  

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have therefore forwarded 
your question to the company for direct reply. 

24/10/2018WRL05200Driver Test Waiting Lists

24/10/2018WRL05300291. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of a driver test for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44145/18]

24/10/2018WRL05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As this is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

24/10/2018WRL05500Taxi Licences

24/10/2018WRL05600292. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of local area hackney licences active by county; his plans to review the rules and legislation 
pertaining to these licences in view of the need for good public service vehicle availability in 
rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44148/18]

24/10/2018WRL05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry is a matter for the National Transport Author-
ity (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013. Furthermore, under the Taxi 
Regulation Act 2003 (Local Area Hackney) Regulations 2013, the NTA is responsible for the 
granting and renewing of local area hackney licences.

The NTA is currently conducting a review of the position on local area hackneys as part of 
the development of a strategic framework for the SPSV industry.    

In order to be of assistance, I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. 
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

24/10/2018WRL05800Cycling Facilities Funding
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24/10/2018WRL05900293. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the al-
location to cycling projected in 2019; and the percentage this represents of all land transport 
funding. [44196/18]

24/10/2018WRL06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy is aware 
that over the period 2018 to 2021 I have secured significantly improved funding allocations 
which will benefit both cycling and walking.

Funding for cycling and walking is provided by my Department to the National Transport 
Authority (NTA), which in turn works with relevant local authorities as required to fund, de-
velop and deliver specific projects.

These improved allocations over the 2018 to 2021 period include: 

- €750million as part of the BusConnects programme in Dublin which will inter alia deliver 
around 200kilometres of segregated cycling lanes where possible; 

- €110million specifically dedicated to other cycling and walking infrastructure in our major 
urban areas; 

- €135million for sustainable urban transport measures; and 

- €53million over the period 2019 to 2021 to support the development of new Greenways in 
more rural areas, in line with the recently published Greenways Strategy.

As can be seen from the above, these are multi-annual capital expenditure programmes with 
individual allocations and draw-downs in any given year potentially misleading as to the cumu-
lative allocation and impact over the four year period. 

In terms of the percentage allocated to active travel measures, the Deputy is aware that the 
totality of land transport funding includes measures such as PSO funding which have no direct 
or likely equivalent within active travel and would also include measures such as regional and 
local road maintenance, which would be of indirect benefit to cycling also. 

In addition to these infrastructure measures, my Department also provides funding to the 
NTA in relation to behavioural change programmes and to Cycle Right which delivers cycle 
training in primary schools. 

I believe the measures I have described above and the funding I have secured to underpin 
them, will positively assist with the better development and provision of cycling and walking 
infrastructure across the State.

 

24/10/2018WRM00200Childcare Costs

24/10/2018WRM00300294. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the average 
cost of the care of a child in a foster setting per annum; and the average cost of the care of a 
child in an institutional setting by the type of institution in question. [44195/18]

24/10/2018WRM00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy would not normally be held in my Department and, as this is 
an operational matter, I have referred the question to the Child and Family Agency, Tusla, for 
a direct reply.
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24/10/2018WRM00500Community Development Projects

24/10/2018WRM00600295. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
there are sources of funding or grants available that would assist a community group (details 
supplied) in County Limerick that are seeking funding to restore the community hall; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44017/18]

24/10/2018WRM00700296. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
grants or sources of funding that an association (details supplied) in County Limerick could ap-
ply for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44015/18]

24/10/2018WRM00800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 295 and 296 together.

LEADER is a multi-annual programme covering the period 2014-2020 which is delivered 
through Local Action Groups in each of the 28 LEADER sub-regional areas around the country.  

Funding can be provided under a broad range of defined themes, which include enterprise 
development and social inclusion.

The Social Inclusion theme of the LEADER Programme focuses on the provision of servic-
es for people living in rural and remote areas and, in that context, support for the works outlined 
by the Deputy could potentially be considered eligible for LEADER funding.

In order for a project to be eligible for LEADER funding, it must be compatible with the ac-
tions outlined in the approved Local Development Strategy in the LEADER sub-regional area 
concerned, and it must comply with the Operating Rules and EU Regulations in place for the 
programme.  

The decision to approve a project, or otherwise, is a matter for the Local Action Group 
(LAG) which administer the programme in each LEADER area.  Interested applicants should, 
in the first instance, contact the relevant LAG through its Implementing Partners to discuss the 
funding that may be available. 

The Implementing Partner for the area of Limerick referred to by the Deputy is West Lim-
erick Resources, St. Mary’s Road, Newcastle West, Co. Limerick.

Contact details for West Limerick Resources are as follows: 

- Telephone: 069 62222 

- E-mail: info@wlr.ie.

24/10/2018WRM01000Local Improvement Scheme Data

24/10/2018WRM01100297. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the allocation made to each county under the local improvement scheme in 2018; the basis on 
which these allocations were made; the amount paid to each local authority to date for work 
done this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44107/18]

24/10/2018WRM01200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small private or 
non-public roads in predominantly rural areas. The scheme is funded by my Department and 
administered through the Local Authorities. 
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Following on from the successful re-launch of the scheme in 2017, I announced details of 
the 2018 Local Improvement Scheme on 27th February last. I allocated an initial sum of €10.8 
million to Local Authorities across the country this year under the scheme. 

County allocations under the 2018 LIS programme were calculated taking into consider-
ation the funding available and the size of the county. In addition, a minimum allocation of 
€250,000 and a maximum cap of €1 million were applied in the distribution model. 

To date, €6.221 million has been paid to Local Authorities in respect of  works carried out 
under the 2018 LIS programme.  The allocations and amounts paid in respect of each Local 
Authority are provided on the table below.  It should be noted that a number of other payment 
applications have been received which are being checked and processed by my Department and 
are not reflected on the table.  I expect that the full allocation of €10.8 million under the scheme 
will be drawn down this year.  

County Funding allocated Amount paid to date 
Carlow €243,630 €236,943.00 
Cavan €295,000 €295,000.00 
Clare €482,000 €473,708.00 
Cork €1,000,000 -- 
Donegal €884,000 -- 
Galway €942,001 €942,000.00 
Kerry €726,976 -- 
Kildare €249,999 €249,999.00 
Kilkenny €315,000 €315,000.00 
Laois €264,146 €257,799.05 
Leitrim €250,001 €250,000.00 
Limerick €411,000 €322,730.83 
Longford €249,020 -- 
Louth €249,984 -- 
Mayo €855,000 €840,651.00 
Meath €359,000 -- 
Monaghan €250,000 €250,000.00 
Offaly €290,765 €290,597.00 
Roscommon €370,290 €340,781.60 
Sligo €282,000 €282,000.40 
Tipperary €624,866 -- 
Waterford €282,000 €282,000.00 
Westmeath €282,000 €282,000.00 
Wexford €354,519 -- 
Wicklow €310,000 €310,000.00 
TOTAL €10,823,196 €6,221,209.88 

24/10/2018WRM01300Local Improvement Scheme Funding

24/10/2018WRM01400298. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when a further allocation of moneys will be allocated to local authorities under the local im-
provement scheme in 2018; if local authorities that have not completed the work and submitted 
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claims for payment for the allocation made earlier will be considered for a further allocation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44108/18]

24/10/2018WRM01500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Following 
on from the successful re-launch of the Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) in 2017, I announced 
details of the 2018 scheme on 27th February last. I allocated an initial sum of €10.8 million to 
Local Authorities across the country this year under the scheme. 

As part of my Department’s engagement with the Local Authorities, I also requested each 
County Council to compile a secondary list of suitable LIS road projects which could be com-
pleted if additional funding became available through my Department later in the year.

I am assessing the level of expenditure on all of my Department’s programmes on an on-
going basis, and I will make decisions shortly on whether there is scope for any additional fund-
ing to be allocated to the Local Improvement Scheme this year.  The manner of distribution of 
any such funds to the Local Authorities will be made at that stage.

24/10/2018WRM01600Departmental Funding

24/10/2018WRM01700299. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the allocation of funds made to each local authority since the inception of his Department under 
subhead A5 in the estimates national rural development schemes; the basis on which these al-
locations were made; the amount paid to each local authority to date in each case; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44109/18]

24/10/2018WRM01800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The main 
programmes under Subhead A5 of my Department’s Vote under which funding is provided 
to the Local Authorities are the CLÁR programme and the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure 
Scheme. 

These programmes operate on a competitive basis and allocations are subject to the budget-
ary ceilings available to the Department.  The specific terms of the schemes are outlined to the 
Local Authorities in writing and are also generally available on my Department’s website.

Local Authorities are invited to submit a specified number of applications under each pro-
gramme, or particular measures under each programme.

I will write to the Deputy with details of the allocations and payments made to the Local 
Authorities under the programmes in question for 2017 and 2018, in tabular format.

24/10/2018WRM01900Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRM02000300. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail cad iad 
na céimeanna atá tógtha aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bhfuil dóthain daoine ar fáil in a Roinn 
le seirbhísí a chur ar fáil dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge leis an stát-
seirbhís; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44392/18]

24/10/2018WRM02100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Tá cúigear 
fhoireann na Roinne Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail tiomnaithe ar fáil chun seirbhís trí Ghaeilge 
a sholáthar. Chuir an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail oiliúint ar theanga na Gaeilge ar 
fáil do chúigear den fhoireann i 2018. Tá an Roinn tiomanta chun seisiúin theagaisc lóin agus 
foghlama a sholáthar maidir leis an nGaeilge, agus tugtar cuireadh do gach ball den fhoireann 
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freastal ar na seisiúin seo. D’eagraigh an Roinn cur i láthair ar Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúil 
leis an gCoimisinéir Teanga le déanaí, agus cuirfear a thuilleadh seisiún ar siúl sna míosa atá 
romhainn.

24/10/2018WRM02200Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRM02300301. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail cén céa-
datán den státseirbhís atá inniúil chun seirbhísí in a Roinn a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44404/18]

24/10/2018WRM02400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Rinne an 
Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail suirbhé le déanaí ar fhoireann na Roinne, chun líon na nd-
aoine atá inniúil seirbhísí a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge sa Roinn a dhearbhú. Bunaithe ar an suirbhé, 
dearbhaíodh go bhfuil cúigear ball den fhoireann inniúil seirbhísí a sholáthar trí Ghaeilge, is é 
sin 2.7% de bhaill foirne na Roinne (185 ina iomlán). 

24/10/2018WRM02500Illness Benefit Payments

24/10/2018WRM02600302. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when the remainder of an illness benefit payment due to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry will issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43980/18]

24/10/2018WRM02700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is paid up 
to date and he is currently certified to 28th October 2018.  If he remains ill after that date, he 
should submit further medical certificates.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRM02800Carer’s Allowance Applications

24/10/2018WRM02900303. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare. [43984/18]

24/10/2018WRM03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or 
adult who has such a disability that as a result, they require that level of care. 

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
the 2 August 2018.  

Additional information was requested from the person concerned on 18 October 2018.  
Once the information is received the application will be processed without delay and she will 
be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRM03100Disability Allowance Payments
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24/10/2018WRM03200304. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a person (details supplied) in County Kildare will receive a payment following an 
oral hearing. [43985/18]

24/10/2018WRM03300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following a successful appeal, this lady has been awarded dis-
ability allowance (DA) with effect from 15 November 2017. The first payment will be made 
on 24 October 2018. 

Arrears of payment due, will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is 
calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments or in respect of outstanding 
overpayments (if applicable). 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRM03400Illness Benefit Eligibility

24/10/2018WRM03500305. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a qualified child payment for a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44005/18]

24/10/2018WRM03600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Department administers the Illness Benefit (IB) scheme to 
those customers who cannot work because they are ill, provided they are covered by the appro-
priate class of pay related social insurance (PRSI) and satisfy the PRSI conditions.

A customer may be eligible for an increase in their payment for a child dependent, subject 
to meeting certain conditions. 

The person concerned was paid a qualified child allowance in respect of two children up 
until 12th June 2018. This increase was stopped due to a change in spousal earnings which im-
pacts eligibility criteria. 

An application form for a qualified child allowance increase has now been issued to  
him. When the completed form is received, the application will be reviewed.  One of my of-
ficials will also contact him to outline the current position.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRM03700Social Welfare Appeals Status

24/10/2018WRM03800306. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied). [44008/18]

24/10/2018WRM03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 10th October 2018.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of 
appeal be sought.  

When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be 
referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
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documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRM04000Illness Benefit Payments

24/10/2018WRM04100307. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when the remainder of an illness benefit payment due to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry will issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44044/18]

24/10/2018WRM04200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): My Department recently moved to a new IT system and this has 
impacted on payments to some Illness Benefit (IB) customers. The transition has involved mov-
ing from a payment in arrears system to a real-time system for IB. 

The Department acknowledges that this move has caused difficulties for some customers 
leading to a large volume of calls to its helpline and long delays in responding to calls. In order 
to address this issue, the Department has deployed additional staff to manage customer calls.

I want to assure the Deputy that all IB customers will be paid the correct amount for the 
period of their illness - as certified by their GP.  Any customer who has an urgent financial need 
can apply to the Department’s Community Welfare Service to receive an interim payment. Cus-
tomers in these circumstances should get in touch with thier local Intreo Centre.

My Department is working hard to resolve these payment issues as quickly as possible. 

The IB claim for the person concerned was certified and paid up until 10th October 2018. 
His next medical certificate was due on 11th October 2018 and when that is submitted, IB pay-
ments will resume.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRM04300Carer’s Allowance Payments

24/10/2018WRM04400308. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason no correspondence has issued to a person (details supplied) in respect of a 
carer’s allowance issue that has been ongoing for some time. [44059/18]

24/10/2018WRM04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

Correspondence issued to the person concerned on 25 July 2018 outlining the overpayment 
amount and on 13 September 2018 outlining the debt recovery options.

To date, no reply to this correspondence has been received by my Department but it will be 
re-issued and the matter will be progressed once a reply has been received.



Questions - Written Answers

120

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRM04600Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

24/10/2018WRM04700309. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will grant a review to allow back to education allowance for a person (details sup-
plied) in view of the fact that the person was already in receipt of BTEA. [44060/18]

24/10/2018WRM04800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Illness Benefit (IB) is paid for a maximum of  two years (624 pay-
ment days) where at least 260 weeks of reckonable social insurance contributions have been 
paid since the person first started work. The person concerned was in receipt of IB and was 
paid up until 5th September 2018 when her benefit exhausted.

The person’s request to be granted a Back to Education Allowance is being examined and 
the Department will revert to her shortly in that regard.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRM04900Carer’s Allowance Appeals

24/10/2018WRM05000310. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the position regarding an appeal for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare. [44067/18]

24/10/2018WRM05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was 
referred to an Appeals Officer who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 6th No-
vember 2018.  The person concerned has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRM05200Carer’s Allowance Appeals

24/10/2018WRM05300311. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in relation to a carer’s allowance 
appeal; if requested Departmental records and comments were received; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [44074/18]

24/10/2018WRM05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 14 February 2018.

It is a condition for receipt of CA that the person concerned must be providing full-time care 
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and attention.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that this condition was satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on 18 June 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and of 
his right of review and appeal.   

My Department were notified on 13 July 2018 that the person concerned had appealed this 
decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  On foot of this a deciding officer re-
examined all the evidence, including that submitted in support of this appeal.

As a result the application was awarded to the person concerned on 22 October 2018 and 
first payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 8 November 2018.  The application 
was awarded from the date the person concerned ceased employment.

Arrears of allowance due from 19 April 2018 to 7 November 2018 will issue shortly after.

The person concerned was notified on 22 October 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of his right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRM05500General Register Office

24/10/2018WRM05600312. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when the vacancy of registrar general will be filled in the General Register Office in 
Roscommon town in view of the fact that the post has been vacant since August 2018; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [44092/18]

24/10/2018WRM05700313. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when the business review of the General Register Office in Roscommon town which 
commenced in December 2017 is expected to be concluded; the cost of the review; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [44093/18]

24/10/2018WRM05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 312 and 313 together.

A review of the General Register Office (GRO) is currently underway in my Department.  
The review is looking at a number of issues including business process improvements in the 
Office, work-loads and work-flows, as well as staffing and future work requirements. While 
substantial progress has been made in recent months, I would expect that the review will not be 
completed until the end of the year.  The overall costs associated with the review have yet to be 
determined.  

The position of An tArd-Chláraitheoir (Registrar General) is currently being filled in an act-
ing capacity. At this point, it is not possible to be precise about the timeframe but I can assure 
the Deputy that the intention is to fill the position in Roscommon Town on a substantive basis, 
in line with normal practice for filling vacancies across my Department. 

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

24/10/2018WRN00200Illness Benefit Payments
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24/10/2018WRN00300314. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if an illness benefit payment will be reinstated in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44100/18]

24/10/2018WRN00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is paid up to 
his certified date which is 18th October 2018.  If the person remains ill, he should forward a 
further medical certificate to the Department as soon as possible.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRN00500Illness Benefit Applications

24/10/2018WRN00600315. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the position regarding an illness benefit payment for a person (details supplied); when the 
payment will issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44208/18]

24/10/2018WRN00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): My Department has experienced processing and payment delays in 
respect of some customers following the changeover of the Illness/Occupational Illness Benefit  
schemes to a new IT system.

With regard to the person concerned, there is currently no record of the receipt of a claim 
for Occupational Injury Benefit.

An application form has been issued to him and, on its return, the claim will be processed 
without delay.  An official from my Department will also contact him today to assist him 
to progress his application.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/10/2018WRN00800Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRN00900316. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Gnóthaí Fostaíochta agus Coimirce 
Sóisialaí cad iad na céimeanna atá tógtha aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bhfuil dóthain daoine 
ar fáil in a Roinn le seirbhísí a chur ar fáil dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a dhéanamh trí 
Ghaeilge leis an státseirbhís; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [44383/18]

24/10/2018WRN01000317. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Gnóthaí Fostaíochta agus Coimirce 
Sóisialaí cén céadatán den státseirbhís atá inniúil chun seirbhísí in a Roinn a chur ar fáil trí 
Ghaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [44398/18]

24/10/2018WRN01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Mo-
laim Ceisteanna Uimh. 316 go 317, cuimsitheach, a fhreagairt le chéile.

Freagra

Tá sé de rún agam Ceisteanna Parlaiminte 316 agus 317 a fhreagairt le chéile. 

Mar chuid de phróiseas pleanála lucht saothair mo Roinne, agus ionas gur féidir na geall-
tanais faoi Scéim Ghaeilge na Roinne a chomhlíonadh, déanann an Roinn, i gcomhairle leis 
na Bainisteoirí, athbhreithniú ar na láithreacha ina gceanglaítear ar an bhfoireann seirbhís trí 
Ghaeilge a chur ar fáil do chustaiméirí.  Nuair a tharlaíonn folúntas i bpost i láthair ina mbíonn 
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gá duine a bhíonn dátheangach go feidhmiúil, féachann mo Roinn lies an bpost a líonadh ó 
phainéil de chuid na Seirbhíse um Cheapacháin Phoiblí (SCP).  Tá 190 duine ag fónamh faoi 
láthair in Oifigí Craoibhe agus in Oifigí Roinne araon atá ar fáil chun seirbhísí trí Ghaeilge a 
chur ar fáil.

Tá na hoifigí poiblí seo a leanas de chuid mo Roinne suite i gceantair Ghaeltachta: na Lári-
onaid Intreo in Acaill, sa Chlochán Liath agus i mBéal an Mhuirthead agus oifig chraoibhe Dha-
ingean Uí Chúis agus is féidir leis na hoifigí seo go léir seirbhís ghutháin agus seirbhís “aghaidh 
ar aghaidh” a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge  . 

Tá mo Roinn tiomanta do sheirbhísí ardchaighdeáin a chur ar fáil dá custaiméirí i mBéarla 
nó i nGaeilge, mar atá ag teastáil ón gcustaiméir agus tá ár ngealltanais ina thaobh seo leagtha 
amach inár Scéim Teanga. Tá ár bhfoireann eolach ar a ndualgais faoi Acht na dTeangacha 
Oifigiúla agus faoi na Rialacháin. I dtaca leis na háiteanna nach mbíonn an fhoireann a bhíonn 
ar fáil in ann plé le duine trí Ghaeilge, tairgtear seirbhís ateangaireachta don chustaiméir. Is 
féidir an tseirbhís seo, ar féidir í a shocrú faoi ghearrfhógra, a chur ar fáil i modh glao gutháin 
trí bhealach, nó i bpearsain, de réir mar is gá. Tá ns seirbhísí digiteacha ardáin go léir agus an 
t-eolas ar fad laistigh de www.MyGovid.ie  www.MyWelfare.ie  agus www.WelfarePartners.ie 
ar fáil dár gcustaiméirí i nGaeilge agus i mBéarla araon. Ní féidir le haon seirbhís dhigiteach 
teacht i bhfeidhm gan an dá theanga a bheith ar fáil go hiomlán agus a bheith feidhmiúil go 
hiomlán.

Thairis sin, tá mo Roinn tiomanta d’fhorbairt agus oiliúint leanúnach na foirne chun éas-
caíocht a dhéanamh ar sheirbhísí a sholáthar trí Ghaeilge agus tá sí ag leanúint den fhoireann a 
spreagadh agus a éascú le leas a bhaint as raon na dtacaí agus go háirithe le freastal ar chúrsaí 
oiliúna Gaeilge. 

Tá freagracht ar an Aonad Pleanála Corparáidí as faireachán a dhéanamh ar fhorfheidh-
miúchán Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003 agus Scéim Teanga na Roinne agus feidhmíonn 
an tAonad mar rannóg idirchaidrimh le hOifig an Choimisinéara Teanga agus leis an Roinn 
Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta agus cuireann an tAonad tuairiscí agus eolas ar fáil de réir 
mar is gá.  

Is deimhin liom go bhfuil dóthain foirne ar fáil faoi láthair chun freastal ar na hiarrataí ar 
sholáthar sheirbhísí na Roinne trí Ghaeilge. 

CRÍOCH

(PQ Ref: 44383/18

To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection what measures has she 
taken to ensure that there are sufficient people available in her Department to provide services 
for those people who wish to conduct their business with the civil service through Irish; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. 

PQ Ref: 44398/18

To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection what percentage of staff 
are proficient in providing services in her Department through Irish; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.

Answer

I propose to take PQs 316 and 317 together. 
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As part of my Department’s workforce planning process, and in order to deliver on com-
mitments under the Department’s Irish Language Scheme, the Department in consultation with 
Managers reviews the locations where staff are required to provide a service to customers in 
Irish.  When a post becomes vacant in a location where a functional bi-lingual is required, my 
Department seeks to have it filled from panels established by the Public Appointments Service 
(PAS).  Currently, there are 190 people serving in both Branch Offices and Departmental offices 
who are available to deliver services through Irish.

The following public offices of my Department are located in Gaeltacht areas: Acaill, An 
Clochán Liath and Beal an Mhuirthead Intreo Centres and An Daingean branch office and all of 
these offices can currently provide a telephone and face to face service through Irish.

My Department is committed to providing quality services to its customers in either Irish or 
English as required by the customer and our commitments in this regard are set out in our Lan-
guage Scheme.  Our staff are familiar with their obligations under the Official Language Act and 
Regulations.  In areas where the staff available are unable to deal with a person through Irish, 
a language interpretive service is offered to the customer.  This service, which can be arranged 
at very short notice, can be provided either by 3-way phone call, or in-person, as required.  All 
digital platform services and information within www.MyGovid.ie  www.MyWelfare.ie  and 
www.WelfarePartners.ie   is available to our customers in both Irish and English.  No digital 
service can go live without both languages being fully available and functional.

In addition, my Department is committed to the continued development and training of staff 
to facilitate the provision of services through Irish and continues to encourage and facilitate 
staff to avail of the range of supports and in particular to attend Irish training courses. 

The Corporate Planning Unit in my Department has responsibility for monitoring the imple-
mentation of the Official Languages Act 2003 and the Department’s Language Scheme and the 
Unit acts as liaison with Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga and with the Department of Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht and provides reports and other information as required.

I am satisfied that there are sufficient staff currently available to respond to requests for the 
delivery of the Department’s services through Irish.

24/10/2018WRN01300Mayoral Election

24/10/2018WRN01400318. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to hold a plebiscite in County Cork on the issue of a directly elected mayor. 
[43994/18]

24/10/2018WRN01500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): At its meeting on 27 September 2018, the Government agreed in 
principle to the holding of plebiscites on directly elected mayors with executive functions for 
Cork City Council, Limerick City and County Council, Waterford City and County Council and 
Galway City Council and Galway County Council at the same time as the Local Government 
Elections in May 2019. This agreement is subject to the necessary legislative provisions being 
included in the Local Government Bill 2018 and the future submission of more detailed propos-
als on the plebiscites and the questions to be put to the electorate, as well as the specific powers 
to be given to mayors. The plebiscite for Cork refers to the expanded Cork City Council. There 
are no plans to hold a plebiscite regarding Cork County Council.
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24/10/2018WRN01600Housing Issues

24/10/2018WRN01700319. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the details of the new special purpose vehicle referenced recently by the Minister 
of State, Deputy Damien English, in a reply to a Parliamentary Question and committed to in 
his Department’s policy document Rebuilding Ireland published in July 2016; when this special 
purpose vehicle was established; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44032/18]

24/10/2018WRN01800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Considerable work has been ongoing between the Irish Council 
for Social Housing (ICSH), a number of larger Tier 3 AHBs and their financial advisor on the 
development of a vehicle or mechanism for delivering private financing for AHBs providing 
social housing in line with commitments under the Government’s Action Plan on Housing and 
Homelessness, Rebuilding Ireland. 

This project involved a number of phases, including engagement with a range of financial 
institutions. Part of this also involved the AHBs examining models that will facilitate private fi-
nancing, now having regard also to the recent reclassification decision by Eurostat of the larger 
Tier 3 AHBs in 2018. Two phases of the work have now been completed.  The first stage was 
to produce up to date market testing for social housing financing from financial bodies and in-
vestors, including credit unions, which was completed in mid-2017. The second stage included 
considering the demand and terms from AHBs for such off balance sheet financing to inform 
heads of terms for financial investors. This was completed in January 2018.

The third phase of work is still ongoing due to a number of issues and changes in the operat-
ing environment that have arisen in recent months.  Considerable and complex work has been 
undertaken to date, with a particular focus on how to increase the level of private financing for 
these larger Tier 3 AHBs involved in the project, and the most appropriate structure that meets 
their needs.

To date, one AHB has established and implemented a special purpose vehicle for a specific 
purpose, including a lending facility for accessing and using €50m of private finance from a 
financial institution.  In recent months, this facility has been used to acquire and develop prop-
erties sourced through the Housing Agency Acquisitions Programme.   In addition, another 
AHB  involved has, arising from work in this project, obtained private finance from a private 
financial institution and this has been used in the development of new housing by the AHB to 
meet Government social housing delivery targets in 2018 and 2019.   

24/10/2018WRN01900Local Authority Housing Eligibility

24/10/2018WRN02000320. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the review of the income eligibility limits for social housing. [44038/18]

24/10/2018WRN02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 prescribe maximum net income limits for 
each local authority, in different bands according to the area, with income being defined and 
assessed according to a standard Household Means Policy.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced at that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
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the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

As part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for so-
cial housing supports is underway. The Housing Agency is carrying out the detailed statistical 
work which will underpin this review on behalf of my Department. 

The review will obviously have regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms 
of affordability and cost rental and will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initia-
tives have been considered.  

24/10/2018WRN02200Tenant Purchase Scheme Review

24/10/2018WRN02300321. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the review on the tenant purchase scheme. [44039/18]

24/10/2018WRN02400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
line with the commitment given in Rebuilding Ireland, a review of the first 12 months of the 
Scheme’s operation has been undertaken. The review is now complete and a full report has been 
prepared setting out findings and recommendations.

In finalising the report some further consultation was necessary and due consideration had 
to be given to possible implementation arrangements. These matters are now almost completed 
and I expect to be in a position in the near future to publish the outcome of the review.

24/10/2018WRN02500Housing Assistance Payment Administration

24/10/2018WRN02600322. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if local authorities are prevented or not permitted to carry out inspections of rental proper-
ties identified for HAP prior to HAP approval being granted. [44103/18]

24/10/2018WRN02700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
It is not the case that local authorities are prevented from carrying out inspections of rental 
properties identified for HAP, prior to HAP approval being granted. Under Section 18 of the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992, a Local Authority has the power to inspect any 
property that is let or available to let. 

The Strategy for the Rental Sector, published in December 2016, set out a   series of mea-
sures to be introduced to ensure the quality of private rental accommodation by strengthening 
the applicable standards and improving the inspection and enforcement systems. The Strat-
egy recognises the need for additional resources to be provided to local authorities to aid in-
creased inspections of properties and ensure greater compliance with the Regulations. Provision 
has been made for an additional €2.5 million funding in 2018, with the intention of providing 
further increases each year in the period to 2021 to facilitate a targeted inspection coverage of 
25% of rental properties annually.

Minimum standards for rental accommodation are prescribed in the Housing (Standards for 
Rented Houses) Regulations 2017. The purpose of the regulations is to provide a basic standard 
for decent, safe and secure accommodation. The Regulations focus on tenant safety and include 
new measures covering heating appliances, carbon monoxide and window safety. With very 
limited exemptions, these apply to local authority and voluntary housing units as well as private 
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rented residential accommodation.   

All landlords, including those in receipt of Housing Assistance Payment (HAP), have a 
legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties comply with these regulations and respon-
sibility for the enforcement of the regulations rests with the relevant local authority.

HAP is underpinned by the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014. Under section 
41 of the 2014 Act, local authorities are required to commence the inspection process within 8 
months of the commencement of HAP support being provided in relation to a particular dwell-
ing, if the dwelling was not already inspected within the previous 12 months.

The Guide to Minimum Standards in Rented Accommodation is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/private-rented-housing/inspections/minimum-stan-
dards-rented-accommodation.

24/10/2018WRN02800European Court of Justice Rulings

24/10/2018WRN02900323. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the progress made to date in discussions with the EU Commission on the implications 
of the Flemish Decree for Ireland; his plans to hold a public consultation on this matter before 
issuing a new planning circular to the local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44111/18]

24/10/2018WRN03000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following engagement between the European Commission and my Department regarding the 
2013 European Court of Justice ruling in the “Flemish Decree” case, a working group, com-
prising senior representatives from my Department and planning authorities, was established 
in May 2017 to review and, where necessary, recommend changes to the 2005 Planning Guide-
lines on Sustainable Rural Housing, issued under section 28 of the Planning and Development 
Act 2000, as amended.  The objective is to ensure that rural housing policies and objectives con-
tained in local authority development plans comply with the relevant provisions of the Treaty 
on the Functioning of the European Union.  

The Working Group has concluded its deliberations and, taking account of its analysis and 
recommended outcome, my Department has been engaging with the European Commission on 
the matter with a view to issuing to planning authorities, by the end of this year, revisions to the 
2005 Rural Housing Guidelines that take account of the relevant ECJ judgment.  It may be pos-
sible to finalise the Guidelines earlier than that, subject to the completion of outstanding work.

Having regard to the extensive engagement and interaction with planning authorities and 
other relevant stakeholders through the Working Group, I have no plans to hold a public con-
sultation prior to the issuing of the revisions to the 2005 Guidelines. 

24/10/2018WRN03100Rental Accommodation Scheme Data

24/10/2018WRN03200324. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of RAS properties within the jurisdiction of Galway City Council that had 
their rents increased at the market rate above the rent pressure zone rate of 4% on dates (details 
supplied); the number of RAS properties’ rents in Galway City Council’s jurisdiction that in-
creased above the 4% RPZ cap after 27 January 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [44139/18]

24/10/2018WRN03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The information requested is not available in my Department.

The Government’s Strategy for the Rental Sector (published on 13 December 2016) recog-
nises that rapidly increasing rental inflation is the most significant challenge to security of 
tenure in the rental sector and that there is a need for a targeted, time-bound and transparent 
policy response to the issue of rising rents.  To address this, the Government introduced the 
Rent Predictability Measure.  This measure, which was provided for through the Planning and 
Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016, introduced the concept of Rent 
Pressure Zones (RPZs) to moderate the rate of rent increases in those areas of the country where 
rents are highest and rising quickly.

Galway City was designated as a RPZ on 27 January 2017.  This means that rent increases 
in Galway City are capped at a maximum of 4% per annum for up to three years.

Rent reviews in respect of dwellings made available for social housing under the Rental 
Accommodation Scheme (RAS) and located in RPZs must be undertaken in compliance with 
the governing RPZ legislation.  It is a matter for Galway City Council, as the lessee in RAS 
contracts, to ensure compliance with the RPZ legislation in respect of RAS dwellings.

24/10/2018WRN03400Land Development Agency

24/10/2018WRN03500325. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the new land development agency will be operational; the remit the agency will 
have in making land available to housing associations and developers for the development of 
retirement villages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44151/18]

24/10/2018WRN03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Land Development Agency (LDA), which was established on 13 September 2018, is aimed 
at: 

- ensuring the optimal usage of State lands, coordinating their regeneration and development 
and opening up key sites not being optimally used,especially for delivery of new homes; and 

- driving strategic land assembly through mechanisms that will bring together both public 
and private sector interests in ensuring the timely preparation and release of strategic land for 
development in a counter-cyclical manner.

Such counter-cyclical action will focus on stabilising any tendency towards volatility in de-
velopment land values, securing more of the increase in such values as a result of the planning 
and infrastructure investment processes for the common good and thereby driving increased 
affordability through better and more cost-competitive land availability.

In parallel with the establishment of the LDA, the Government has also put in place a new 
public land affordability requirement that will ensure at least 10% of public lands are developed 
for social housing and 30% for affordable purposes, to be progressed on a site by site basis. 

These new policies will help to ensure more social housing delivery, more affordable hous-
ing delivery and more housing supply in general, while at the same time securing the delivery 
of sustainable and mixed tenure communities. The mix of different types of housing, including 
housing for older people, will fall to be considered on a case by case basis as sites are brought 
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forward for development.

24/10/2018WRN03700Project Ireland 2040 Funding

24/10/2018WRN03800326. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when decisions will be made under the Project Ireland 2040 Urban Regeneration and 
Development Fund 2018; if all suitable projects will be funded under this scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44153/18]

24/10/2018WRN03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) was launched as part of Project Ire-
land 2040, to support the compact growth and sustainable development of Ireland’s five cities, 
regional drivers and other large urban centres.  The URDF is designed to leverage a greater 
proportion of residential and commercial development, supported by infrastructure, services 
and amenities, within the existing built-up areas of our larger urban settlements.

I initiated the call for proposals under the Fund in July 2018 and the deadline for submission 
of applications was 28 September.  

My Department, through a dedicated Project Advisory Board (PAB), is now engaging in 
the assessment of submitted applications and at this point, the work of the Board is expected 
to take until late November, after which an initial tranche of successful applications will be an-
nounced, with further announcements thereafter until the end of the year.

As the assessment process of the PAB is ongoing, it would be inappropriate to comment 
further on the likely scale of approvals at this time.

24/10/2018WRN04000Social and Affordable Housing Provision

24/10/2018WRN04100327. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 661 on 16 October 2018, the details of the respec-
tive budget allocated to each of the housing categories as set out in each of the rows in the table 
provided; and the way in which the estimate of delivering each target number has been costed. 
[44231/18]

24/10/2018WRN04200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The funding being provided for the delivery of housing programmes in 2019 will allow the 
housing needs of almost 27,400 to be met next year.

Of the 27,400 housing supports, 10,000 new homes will be delivered through build, acqui-
sition and long term leasing programmes.  These additional homes will be funded through a 
combination of capital and current funding streams, amounting to a combined provision of over 
€1.25 billion.

Further, an additional 17,360 new tenancies will be supported through the Housing As-
sistance Payment (HAP), supported from within an overall HAP provision of €423m, and the 
Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS), from within an overall RAS provision of €134m.

The budgetary provisions for 2019 are determined based on the average costs associated 
with the delivery of housing targets through each specific delivery mechanism, including, as 
appropriate, costs associated with the maintenance of existing tenancies through leasing, RAS 
and HAP.
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Further details in respect of the 2019 funding provision for housing programmes is set out 
in the Budget 2019 Expenditure Report which is available at the attached link: http://budget.
gov.ie/Budgets/2019/2019.aspx.

24/10/2018WRN04300Local Authority Housing Maintenance

24/10/2018WRN04400328. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the person or body with responsibility for the maintenance of local authority owned prop-
erties within privately owned multi-unit developments in view of the growing reliance by local 
authorities on acquisitions as opposed to direct builds for housing supply; the options open to 
a tenant in cases in which both the management company and the local authority are unwilling 
to address ongoing serious maintenance issues in a property such as this; if local authorities are 
responsible in view of the fact that that the rent is being paid to the local authority; if guidelines 
will be issued to local authorities on this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44232/18]

24/10/2018WRN04500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authorities are responsible for the management and maintenance of their housing stock, 
whether the stock was newly constructed for local authority ownership, or whether acquired as 
new or as previously-owned properties. This is as set out in Section 58 of the Housing Act 1966. 

Given that local authorities have always had an amount of housing stock dotted within 
multi-unit developments, there has always been a responsibility which they fulfill for the main-
tenance of such properties and, accordingly, I do not consider it necessary to issue new guide-
lines on the matter. If there is a specific case of repair or maintenance being required in a 
particular property, this should be pursued through the relevant local authority.   If the issues 
involved extend beyond the particular home into the wider development, it is a matter for the 
relevant local authority to follow up on the issue involved within the management company/
managing agent arrangements. 

24/10/2018WRN04600Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRN04700329. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil 
cad iad na céimeanna atá tógtha aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bhfuil dóthain daoine ar fáil in a 
Roinn le seirbhísí a chur ar fáil dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge leis 
an státseirbhís; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44389/18]

24/10/2018WRN04800330. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil 
cén céadatán den státseirbhís atá inniúil chun seirbhísí in a Roinn a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44402/18]

24/10/2018WRN04900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Molaim Ceisteanna Uimh. 329 go 330, cuimsitheach, a fhreagairt le chéile.

Tá mo Roinn tiomanta seirbhísí ardchaighdeáin a sholáthar i nGaeilge agus / nó go dáthe-
angach dá chustaiméirí. Cheadaigh an tAire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Réigiúnacha, Tuaithe agus 
Gaeltachta an ceathrú Scéim Ghaeilge de chuid na Roinne (2017-2020) faoi Chuid a trí d’Acht 
na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003 ar 13 Márta 2017 agus d’oibrigh sé ón dáta sin.

Oibríonn an limistéar corparáideach mo Roinne go dlúth le comhghleacaí ó na ranna éag-
súla chun feasacht agus comhlíontacht a chur chun cinn maidir le téarmaí na Scéime. Cuirtear 
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na freagrachtaí ar an bhfoireann go rialta maidir le seirbhísí a sholáthar don phobal trí Ghaeilge 
agus tá raon tacaí ar fáil don fhoireann chun cuidiú leis na freagrachtaí sin a chomhlíonadh. 
Folaíonn síad pointe teagmhála amháin chun cabhrú le:

- seirbhísí aistriúcháin a sholáthar 

- sonraí a sholáthar ar bhaill foirne atá oilte sa Ghaeilge agus atá ar fáil chun seirbhísí 
Gaeilge a sholáthar.

Rinneadh scrúdú ar líon na bpost sa Roinn a éilíonn go sonrach inniúlacht in araon Gaeilge 
agus i mBéarla mar chuid de Phlean Forbartha na Roinne 2017-2019. Bhí sé cinnte nach raibh 
aon phoist shonracha den sórt sin ann sa Roinn, ag an am sin. Coinneoimid, áfach, an cás faoi 
léirmheas agus tá Pleanáil Fórsa Oibre don trí bliana atá romhainn faoi láthair.

Faoi láthair, tá thart ar 13 ball foirne sa Roinn atá inniúil chun a gcuid dualgas a dhéanamh 
trí mheán na Gaeilge agus is féidir na baill foirne sin a threorú i gceantair oibre ar leith a éilíonn 
Gaeilge agus /nó Béarla mar is gá. Ina theannta sin, tá 12 ball foirne eile ag tabhairt faoi chúr-
saí oiliúna Gaeilge. Tá deis ag an bhfoireann a gcuid scileanna Gaeilge a fheabhsú trí oiliúint 
teanga a thairiscint ar roinnt leibhéil éagsúla.

24/10/2018WRN05100National Library

24/10/2018WRN05200331. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
her attention has been drawn to over 1,800 books being lost at the National Library; and the 
meetings she has held with officials on the matter. [43986/18]

24/10/2018WRN05300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Library of Ireland has over 10 million items in its collections, acquired since it was 
founded in 1877.  Of this number, the Library’s book collection amounts to 500,000 individual 
volumes, acquired over 140 years.  

My Department has been informed that a recent large scale stock check of the book col-
lection in the West Wing of the Library (where the majority of the onsite book collection is 
housed) was carried out ahead of the redevelopment of the main building on Kildare Street.  
After the stock check, a total of 1,801 of the books expected to be in the West Wing store could 
not be located and are considered missing by the National Library.  In a number of instances, 
the National Library holds a duplicate copy of these books, so that while the individual volume 
is missing, a copy of that particular edition is still available.  The 1,801 books thus identified 
equates to 0.36% of the Library’s total stock of 500,000 volumes.  

The National Library of Ireland does not have evidence that any of these items were il-
legally removed or stolen.   In fact, this percentage of books unaccounted by our National 
Library falls within international norms for libraries of comparable age.  The National Library 
has informed my Department that the American Library Association notes that establishing a 
“standard” rate of book loss across libraries is very difficult.  However, they cite various studies 
that suggest that overall loss rates of 4-8% are not uncommon.  In 2007, the Library of Congress 
noted that it could not find 13% of the books in the collection.  Therefore the percentage of 
books unaccounted for in the National Library falls well within international norms for libraries 
of comparable age, .

The current procedures employed by the National Library for additions to its collection 
corresponds to international best practice.  The process involves documenting the item, includ-
ing details of provenance, price (if purchased), extent, format and other key identifiers.  The 
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material or item is assigned a unique Accession Number.  Larger additions to the collection, 
consisting of 5 or more boxes, will be added to the holdings of uncatalogued collections pend-
ing assignment to a Special Collections cataloguer.  

I understand that a stock check of manuscripts and rare books will begin in 2019, following 
on from the West Wing stock check.  This work will continue over a number of years, forming 
part of a regular programme of stock checks in the future.  The National Library expect that a 
number of misfiled items will be located during this check.  For now some items  have been 
flagged as not on the shelf in their expected location, but will not be formally assessed as to 
whether they are missing, until the full inventory is carried out. As such, therefore, the National 
Library have not confirmed to my Department that any irreplaceable items are formally miss-
ing. 

Once the stock checks are complete the National Library of Ireland will provide an update 
to my Department. 

24/10/2018WRN05400Foireann Roinne

24/10/2018WRN05500332. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cad iad na céimeanna atá tógtha aige lena dhéanamh cinnte go bhfuil dóthain daoine ar fáil in a 
Roinn le seirbhísí a chur ar fáil dóibh siúd ar mian leo a ngnóthaí a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge leis 
an státseirbhís; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [44377/18]

24/10/2018WRN05600333. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén céadatán den státseirbhís atá inniúil chun seirbhísí in a Roinn a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [44397/18]

24/10/2018WRN05700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Molaim Ceisteanna Uimh. 332 go 333, cuimsitheach, a fhreagairt le chéile.

Tá molta dhom go bhfuil 12% den fhoireann sa Roinn a bhfuil in ann seirbhís trí Ghaeilge 
a sholáthar.  Ina theannta sin, tá 15 ball foirne eile ag tabhairt faoi chúrsaí oiliúna Ghaeilge.  Tá 
mo Roinn tiomanta do sheirbhís ardchaighdeáin a sholáthar i nGaeilge nó go dátheangach lenar 
chustaiméirí.

Tacaíonn mo Roinn leis an bhfoireann chun feabhas a chur air a gcuid scileanna Ghaeilge ag 
gach leibhéal inniúlachta agus, mar shampla, tá béim ar an Teastas i nGaeilge Gairmiúla, clár 
páirtaimseartha atá ann a bhfuil churtha ar fáil ag Gaelchultúir dúinn, chun chuidiú le fostaithe 
san earnáil phoiblí leibhéal seirbhís níos airde a chur ar faíl dona chustaiméirí.

Tháinig Scéim Ghaeilge mo Roinn (2016-2019) faoi Chuid 3 d’Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiú-
la 2003, i bhfeidhm ar an 12ú Bealtaine 2016. Tá an rannóg corparáideach sa Roinn ag obair go 
dlúth le comhghleacaithe ó na ranna éagsúla chun feasacht a chothú agus a chinntiú faoi téarmaí 
na Scéime a chomhlíonadh.  Tá chur i gcuimhne ag an foireann go rialta, na freagrachtaí atá 
orthu maidir le seirbhís a sholáthar don phobal trí Ghaeilge agus tá raon tacaí ar fáil doibh chun 
cuidiú leo na freagrachtaí sin a chomhlíonadh.


