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     Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

11/10/2018WRA00350Brexit Issues

11/10/2018WRA0040011. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the operational details of the various Brexit loan schemes announced in budget 2018 for 
farmers, fishermen and food businesses in 2018; when it will open for applications; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41454/18]

11/10/2018WRA00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In his Bud-
get speech my colleague, the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform, Pas-
chal Donohoe TD, formally announced progress in relation to the development of the “Future 
Growth Loan Scheme” for SMEs, including the primary agriculture and seafood sectors. This 
is a key Government Brexit response for which I had provided €25 million in funding in 2018.

The Food Wise 2025 strategy outlines the agri-food sector’s unique and special position 
within the Irish economy and its potential for future growth. Brexit is obviously a significant 
challenge given our unique exposure to the UK market. Farmers, the seafood sector and food 
businesses will need to focus on competitiveness and innovation in order to continue the growth 
in Irish agri-food exports, which reached a record €13.6 billion in 2017. The Scheme forms an 
important part the Government’s Brexit response alongside the “Brexit Loan Scheme”, the pro-
vision of additional resources to the agri-food and enterprise State Agencies and an intensifica-
tion of Minister-led trade missions to access and develop new markets.

The Scheme, which will be administered by the SBCI and backed by a European Invest-
ment Fund counter-guarantee, will bring previously unavailable 8 to 10 year unsecured invest-
ment finance to the Irish market at competitive interest rates. I am working with colleagues 
the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, Heather Humphreys TD, and Minister 
Donohoe, to bring up to €300 million of loans to the market.

This is a long-awaited source of finance for young and new entrant farmers, especially 
the cohort who do not have high levels of security. It will also serve smaller-scale farmers, 
who often do not have the leverage to negotiate for more favourable terms with their banking 
institution. Along with the likes of Milk Flex, this Scheme will form part of a comprehensive 
investment package for farmers. I am also delighted to be able to include the seafood sector in 
the Scheme

Food companies have identified long term investment finance of up to ten years as a critical 
need which is currently unavailable in Ireland. I am pleased that the Government have been 
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able to deliver this product and its effects will be felt all along the food production chain.

My Department is providing 40% of the funding so an overall agri-food package of €120 
million will be available. However, unlike previous Schemes, this can be reviewed and adjusted 
according to demand.

Further details will be provided in the coming months.  The Scheme is expected to be in 
place in early 2019 and will run for three years from its launch date.

Question No. 12 answered orally.

11/10/2018WRA00650Rural Development Plan

11/10/2018WRA0070013. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to commence the introduction of a €200 annual payment for suckler cows under 
the RDP to ensure the sustainability of the national herd; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41457/18]

11/10/2018WRA00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is examining all appropriate measures to support the different agrifood sectors, including 
the suckler sector in preparation for the next iteration of the CAP.  The measures adopted will be 
informed by stakeholder consultation on the needs of the sector to develop in an economically 
and environmentally sustainable way, as well as the relevant research and the available budget 
and structure of the new CAP when it is finalised. 

I was pleased to secure in the Budget this week an allocation of €20 million in 2019 for a 
new pilot scheme for suckler farmers, specifically aimed at further improving the carbon ef-
ficiency of beef production. The Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP) will target the 
weaning efficiency of suckler cows and calves - measuring the liveweight of the calf at wean-
ing as a percentage of the cow’s liveweight. This data will be used to target improvements on 
a herd basis by giving the farmer detailed feedback on the performance of individual animals. 
The data collected will also be a valuable addition to Ireland’s already impressive database on 
cattle genomics. Details of the scheme will be announced in due course.

The Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) is currently the main support specifi-
cally targeted for the suckler sector, which provides Irish beef farmers with some €300 million 
in funding over the current Rural Development Programme (RDP) period. This scheme is an 
agri-environmental measure to improve the environmental sustainability of the national suckler 
herd by increasing genetic merit within the herd.

My Department has rolled out a range of schemes as part of the €4 billion Rural Develop-
ment Programme (RDP), 2014 - 2020. In addition to the BDGP, other supports which are avail-
able for suckler and sheep farmers under Pillar II of the CAP include GLAS, ANCs and Knowl-
edge Transfer Groups. Suckler farmers also benefit from the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and 
Greening payments under CAP Pillar I.  

I am conscious that this has been a difficult year for the sector in terms of weather and the 
range of challenges associated with it. At the recent meeting of the Beef Roundtable on 3 Oc-
tober, I highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency. I urged pro-
cessors to engage positively with their farmer suppliers to build the sustainability of the sector 
as a whole and to ensure a reasonable return for the farmers upon whom the sector relies for 
its development.  It is essential that the position of the primary producer in the supply chain be 
secured if we are to build a sector for the future.
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The Beef Roundtable also included discussions on the potential for producer organisations 
and the development of new technologies as ways of adding value along the whole supply 
chain, all tools to build resilience in the sector. Producer Organisations would allow farmers to 
engage collectively with processors, with the aim of strengthening farmers’ bargaining power. 
Additionally, I have asked Bord Bia to conduct a detailed examination of market dynamics, 
with the cooperation of the industry, taking into account sales of particular cuts into particular 
segments of the market in order to improve price transparency.

One of the unique strengths the agri-food sector has is our shared vision for the sustainable 
development of the sector in Food Wise 2025.  I hope that this positive engagement will con-
tinue.

I am strongly of the view that this new provision announced in this week’s Budget and the 
existing range of supports available to suckler farmers, together with ensuring access to as 
many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef exports, are appropriate supports for 
the continued development of the sector. According to National Farm Survey already suckler 
farmers receive support equivalent to approximately €500 per suckler cow on average.  

I will continue to argue for as strong a CAP budget as possible, post-2020.  In particular, I 
am committed to ensuring that suckler farmers continue to receive strong support in the next 
CAP.  My view is that such payments should support and encourage suckler farmers to make 
the best decisions possible to improve the profitability, and the economic and environmental 
efficiency, of their farming system.  The Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot is a positive step 
in that direction.

Question No. 14 answered orally.

Harness Racing Industry

11/10/2018WRA0100015. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way in which he plans to support the harness racing sector in the future. [41469/18]

11/10/2018WRA01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment funded the Indecon Review of the Irish Harness Racing Sector, which was published on 
1st November 2017. This report provides the sport with a road map for its potential develop-
ment and I will be supporting the recommendations within my Department’s remit from the 
outset. 

In March 2018 my Department agreed the sum of €63,714 to fund the preparation and de-
velopment of a Five Year Strategic Plan for the Irish Harness Racing Association and the sec-
tor. A draft of this report was recently received and my officials are in discussion with the Irish 
Harness Racing Association regarding its contents.

I would like to highlight that in addition to the funding provided for the Indecon Review 
and the development of a Five Year Strategic Plan, I have already committed to continuing and 
expanding the pilot integration programme, which will be funded by my Department.

- With a view to raising the awareness of the critical importance of good horse welfare 
amongst road racing sulky participants and the owners and keepers of trotting horses, my De-
partment awarded a tender to carry out an education programme Horse Welfare course for 
Road-Racing Sulky Drivers and owners. The first course was run in the Dublin region in May 
2018. A second course is currently under way in Tipperary. A third course began at the end of 
September in Cork and has a high level of engagement with participants in the north of the 
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county. The demand for a fourth course is currently being assessed in other areas.

- In 2017 grants totalling €40,020.00 were paid to the Irish Harness Racing Association 
under the Equine Technical Support Scheme. In 2018, €24,823.00 in grants were also approved 
under this Scheme.

- Support valued in excess of €25,000 for ‘Road Racing Education Programme’ were issued 
in 2017.

Similarly in 2016, the Irish Harness Racing Association received grants totalling €21,704.00 
under the Equine Infrastructure grant scheme, with a view to supporting this sector in a targeted 
way.

Basic Payment Scheme Payments

11/10/2018WRA0120016. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce a 100% reduction in the basic payment scheme on all payments over €60,000 
in the new Common Agricultural Policy, CAP.  [41467/18]

11/10/2018WRA01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The new leg-
islative proposals for the Common Agricultural Policy 2021 - 2027 were launched on Friday 
1 June 2018 by Commissioner Hogan.  The proposals, as drafted, involve significant changes, 
including in relation to governance, the distribution of direct payments among farmers and the 
increasing environmental conditionality attaching to such payments.  There will be some ad-
ditional discretion for Member States in configuring the measures available, within parameters 
laid down in the draft proposals.   The new proposals must commit to a more significant envi-
ronmental ambition than the current CAP schemes, including in pillar I. 

These are complex proposals.  We are currently in the process of what are intensive and 
challenging negotiations.  I am working with the Commission and other Member States to 
shape these proposals into an effective new CAP.  My Department is continuing to analyse the 
proposals and their potential implications for the Irish agrifood sector.  

The new proposals allow for subsidiarity for Member States but with an overall commit-
ment by the European Commission to protect the common policy and avoid distorting the single 
market.  

I have already indicated that I am open to consider some level of capping.  Ireland has al-
ready applied the maximum level of degressivity allowable under the current regulations for 
payments over €150,000. The new proposals include a number of measures designed to move 
further in this direction, including an overall mandatory cap of €100,000; degressivity for pay-
ments above €60,000; a complementary redistributive income support; and, the convergence of 
payments towards a minimum of 75% of the average payment per hectare nationally. However 
these are currently draft proposals only.  My Department is at present examining these propos-
als carefully to assess their potential impact on applicants, and to ensure that any such mecha-
nisms can be implemented without undue complexity.

The CAP draft legislative proposals come against the background of recent proposals for the 
next Multi-annual Financial Framework 2021-2027.  The Multiannual Financial Framework 
sets the budgetary ceilings for the next seven years across a range of headings, including CAP. 
It is anticipated that the next MFF will be finalised before the European elections in May 2019. 
Until the final budget for CAP Post 2020 is agreed, along with the draft CAP proposals it is 
not possible to give an accurate position on the details of the future Agri Schemes.   I remain 
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focused on this crucial issue of the overall level of the budget and am working closely with my 
European colleagues on this matter.

Fodder Crisis

11/10/2018WRA0140017. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
supports he plans to introduce for farmers in crisis in winter 2018; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41265/18]

11/10/2018WRA01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am grateful 
to have the opportunity to inform the House of the actions I have undertaken already to seek to 
ensure sufficient supplies of Fodder for the coming Winter and Spring 2019. 

A survey of Fodder supplies in September, conducted at my request, indicated that the po-
tential national fodder deficit has reduced from 18% earlier this Summer to 11% at that time. 
Further reductions are anticipated since this survey was conducted as farmers continue to har-
vest fodder.

My priority has been to support the conservation of as much fodder for the coming Winter 
as possible from our own resources, and to supplement this with necessary imports as required. 
To achieve this I introduced a number of targeted measures:

I introduced a €2.75 million Fodder Production Incentive for Tillage Farmers to encourage 
tillage growers to actively engage in the fodder market and there has been positive engagement 
with this measure. 

I also announced a €4.25 million Fodder Import Support Measure for Autumn 2018. The 
measure seeks to reduce the cost to farmers of imported forage. While the measure will operate 
through the Co-operatives and registered importers, the actual beneficiaries will be farmers who 
need supplies of fodder. 

Additionally, I also secured agreement from Commissioner Hogan to pay higher advance 
Pillar 1 and 2 payments which will be increased to 70% and 85% respectively, resulting in €260 
million in additional cash flow for farmers at a vital time of the year. 

Furthermore, following consultation with the EU Commission, my Department made some 
temporary adjustments to the GLAS scheme for this year and in consultation with my minis-
terial colleague Mr. Eoghan Murphy T.D., a two week extension of the closed period for the 
spreading of chemical and organic fertilisers was announced and has allowed farmers capitalise 
on Autumn grass growth for fodder production. 

I am confident that the range of measures introduced by me to date, taken together and tar-
geted at producing as much fodder as possible from our own land, is the most effective response 
to ensuring adequate supplies ahead of the coming Winter. However I can assure you that I will 
continue to closely monitor and engage on this significant challenge during the coming period.

11/10/2018WRA01550Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme

11/10/2018WRA0160018. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to open a new low-cost loan scheme to support farmers with cashflow issues aris-
ing from increased costs associated with the fodder crisis; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [41455/18]
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11/10/2018WRA01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agree-
ment I secured from Commissioner Hogan to make higher advance payments this autumn will 
result in a very substantial €260 million in additional cash flow for farmers shortly.

I have had ongoing engagement with the banks on the cash flow pressures arising from the 
effects of the weather on grazing and fodder stocks. I am pleased to see that this engagement 
and the delivery of last year’s Agriculture Cash Flow Loan Scheme has acted as a catalyst to 
encourage financial institutions to improve and develop new products for the sector:

- A recently announced initiative by one of the main banks mirrors the Scheme in offering a 
discounted interest rate with extended and flexible repayment terms.

- All three main banks have dedicated offerings in response to the current situation.

- Co-ops have introduced recent initiatives on credit facilities for their suppliers.

A Spending Review of the Agriculture Cash Flow Loan Scheme, published with the Budget, 
concluded that this was the main impact of the Scheme.

In the context of these new and improved supports in this area, the focus of the Government 
has been to address market gaps, the most critical of which has been identified as unsecured 
longer-term investment finance. In his Budget speech my colleague the Minister for Finance 
and Public Expenditure and Reform, Paschal Donohoe TD, formally announced progress in 
relation to the development of the “Future Growth Loan Scheme” for SMEs, including the pri-
mary agriculture and seafood sectors. 

This is a long-awaited source of finance for young and new entrant farmers, especially the 
cohort who do not have high levels of security. It will also serve smaller-scale farmers, who 
often do not have the leverage to negotiate for more favourable terms with their banking institu-
tion.

Food companies have identified long-term investment finance of up to ten years as a critical 
need which is currently unavailable in Ireland. I am pleased that the Government have been able 
to deliver this product and its effects will be felt all along the food production chain.

My Department is providing 40% of the funding so an overall agri-food package of €120 
million will be available. However, unlike previous Schemes, this can be reviewed and adjusted 
according to demand.

Further details will be provided in the coming months.  The Scheme is expected to be in 
place in early 2019 and will run for three years from its launch date.

11/10/2018WRA01750Beef Industry

11/10/2018WRA0180019. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the price beef farmers are receiving for their produce from factories; if he will 
report on the discussions at the recent beef forum; the actions and deadlines agreed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41458/18]

11/10/2018WRA01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
will be aware, in accordance with competition law, neither I nor my Department have any role 
in determining market prices for any commodity, nor can I intervene in this process. 

I am conscious that this has been a difficult year for the sector in terms of weather and the 
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range of challenges associated with it. We have to acknowledge that input costs at farm level 
will be unexpectedly high this year as a result of fodder shortages. 

At the recent meeting of the Beef Roundtable on 3rd October I highlighted the need for 
stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency. I urged processors to engage positively with 
their farmer suppliers to build the sustainability of the sector as a whole and to ensure a reason-
able return for the farmers upon whom the sector relies for its development.  It is essential that 
the position of the primary producer in the supply chain be improved if the industry is to build 
a sector for the future.

The Beef Roundtable also included discussions on the potential for producer organisations 
and the development of new technologies as ways of adding value along the whole supply chain 
though increased engagement in the bioeconomy.  These discussions were aimed at highlight-
ing available tools to build resilience in the sector. 

I noted that previously at the Beef RoundTable in 2015, a commitment was made to legislate 
for the recognition of Producer Organisations (POs) in the beef sector.  This initiative was sup-
ported by all sectoral stakeholders and in February of 2016 a Statutory Instrument was signed 
into law to give a legal basis for my Department to maintain a register of recognised POs in the 
beef sector.  The recognition of POs will encourage primary beef producers to form Producer 
Organisations and allow farmers to engage collectively with processors.  The ultimate aim is to 
ensure the viable development of production by strengthening farmers’ bargaining power with 
downstream operators.

 At the Roundtable on 3 October, I also  asked Bord Bia to conduct a detailed examination 
of market dynamics, with the cooperation of the industry, taking into account sales of particular 
cuts into particular segments of the market in order to improve price transparency.

One of the unique strengths of the agri-food sector has been the shared vision for the sus-
tainable development of the sector in Food Wise 2025.  I hope that this positive engagement 
will continue.

More generally in relation to the beef sector, I was pleased to secure in the recent Budget, 
€20 million for a new pilot scheme targeted at suckler farmers and specifically aimed at further 
improving the carbon efficiency of beef production. The pilot will build on existing work in this 
area and inform the development of future policy direction. 

My Department is examining all appropriate measures to support the different agri-food 
sectors, including the suckler sector in preparation for the next iteration of the CAP.  I will con-
tinue to argue for as strong a CAP budget as possible, post-2020.  In particular, I am committed 
to ensuring that suckler farmers continue to receive strong support in the next CAP.  My view 
is that such payments should support and encourage suckler farmers to make the best decisions 
possible to improve the profitability, and the economic and environmental efficiency, of their 
farming system.

Sugar Industry

11/10/2018WRA0200020. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to invest in the sugar beet sector. [41468/18]

11/10/2018WRA02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
will be aware, in 2006 the EU introduced a restructuring mechanism intended to reduce overall 
production of sugar, acknowledging the then global over supply and resultant low prices being 
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achieved. 

Greencore, as the holder of the entire Irish sugar quota at the time, availed itself of this vol-
untary initiative, ceasing production and dismantling its processing facilitates.

As part of the relinquishing of its sugar quota, Ireland secured €353 million as part of the 
reform package, with some €220 million being distributed to beet growers and a further €6 mil-
lion to machinery contractors in the sector.

In the intervening years, global production has continued to exceed demand and prices 
unfortunately remain at historically low levels.  To illustrate, during the height of a sugar beet 
industry in Ireland growers were receiving payment approaching €50/tonne whereas in 2018, 
growers in the UK are receiving approximately £22.50/tonne (€25/tonne) for sugar beet with a 
price drop of 15% quoted for 2019 harvest of £19.07/tonne (€21.36/tonne).

As part of the reform of the CAP under the Irish Presidency, agreement was secured on the 
abolition of sugar quotas from 30th September 2017. From that date, investors in the European 
Union, including Ireland are free to invest in sugar producing capacity if they wish.  

Notwithstanding this, a number of groups expressed an interest in  the redevelopment of the 
sugar sector, two of whom prepared desktop feasibility studies between 2010 and 2011.  In their 
findings, both proposals sought to develop a new sugar and bio ethanol production facility with 
capital costs, estimated at the time, of between €250 and €400 million.

The current “Programme for a Partnership Government” states that “State Bodies will be 
asked to examine any substantial business plans relating to rebuilding the industry with a view 
to considering appropriate State supports”.

Any such business plans  would need to be supported by a sufficiently robust business case, 
having regard to the price of sugar, to attract the substantial funding required from investors for 
such a new start-up industry.

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Review

11/10/2018WRA0220021. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of the areas of natural constraints, ANC, review with regard to redesignation 
using a set list of bio-physical criteria; if the new approach must be introduced from January 
2019; if mapping of all ANC lands is complete; the specific actions completed to date by of-
ficials; the details of the actions outstanding; when the final ANC data will be submitted to the 
EU Commission in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41456/18]

11/10/2018WRA02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under EU 
regulation, Less Favoured / Disadvantaged Areas were to be replaced by newly designated 
Areas of Natural Constraints from 2018, with eligible areas being designated using a set list 
of bio-physical criteria such as soil drainage, texture and slope.  However, as part of legisla-
tive amendments at EU level, a proposal was made to extend the 2018 deadline to 2019 on an 
optional basis.  This proposal has been approved at EU level, along with a number of other 
regulatory changes in what is referred to as the “omnibus regulation”. 

My Department is well advanced with work on this project, and relevant technical experts 
are currently continuing to analyse the data in this regard.

In addition to the technical work on the biophysical criteria, the Regulation allows for two 
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linked processes designed to enable further targeting of support under the Scheme.  These pro-
cesses are called fine tuning and the identification of areas of specific constraint.  These three 
processes are underway in parallel to each other and, once complete, will provide the basis for 
the identification of eligible areas in the ANC scheme from 2019 onwards.

In order to progress this work, my Department is in on-going communication with the EU 
Commission in relation to the accepted parameters and technical aspects of this project. Any 
change to the ANC scheme on foot of this process will require formal agreement with the EU 
Commission via an amendment of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme 2014 - 2020.

11/10/2018WRA02350Laboratory Facilities

11/10/2018WRA0240022. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the review and cost-benefit analysis of the regional veterinary laboratory in County 
Kilkenny which serves the farmers of the entire south east region; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41304/18]

11/10/2018WRA02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has commissioned a cost-benefit analysis (CBA) of options that have been proposed for 
the future development of the Regional Veterinary Laboratories (RVLs). The team conducting 
the CBA includes internationally-recognised, independent experts in economic analysis and 
animal disease surveillance. It is currently finalising its work, after which a report and recom-
mendations will be presented to me.  

My Department completed an initial consultative process with all relevant stakeholders on 
the options for the RVLs during the course of last year and the consultants undertaking the CBA 
have also consulted with stakeholders. Any decision that is made on the RVLs will be informed 
by both those consultative processes and the outcome of the CBA.

11/10/2018WRA02550Brexit Issues

11/10/2018WRA0260023. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps that have been taken to ensure that cross-Border veterinary regulations and standards will 
be maintained after Brexit. [41470/18]

11/10/2018WRA02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Brexit has 
the potential to have a significant impact on the whole of the agriculture industry throughout 
Ireland. 

However, the Government, in the first instance, is seeking to minimise the impact of Brexit 
through a negotiated outcome which avoids a hard border on the island of Ireland and which 
permits a trading arrangement post-Brexit that is as close as possible to that prevailing cur-
rently. That is what Ireland wants from the negotiations, and it is also what the EU wants.

In this regard, the UK commitment, in the Joint EU-UK Report of last December, to avoid a 
hard border on the island of Ireland, was extremely important. The aim from an agri-food per-
spective is to continue with the free movement of agricultural goods and animals on the island 
of Ireland, while maintaining veterinary regulations and standards. 

Ensuring that the UK gives effect to this commitment is a significant focus of the Irish 
Government, and we have the full support of our EU partners and of the European Commission 
Task Force in this regard. I and my Department have been contributing actively to the Depart-
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ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade- coordinated ‘whole of government’ approach to ensuring 
such an outcome from the negotiations.

In relation to the maintenance of veterinary regulations and standards on the island, I want 
to assure the Deputy that the ongoing, close co-operation between my Department and the De-
partment of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs in Northern Ireland established under 
the All island Animal Health and Welfare Strategy is continuing. The working groups estab-
lished under the strategy,  continue to focus on critical issues such as disease control, animal 
identification and movement, cross-border communication, data sharing and the development 
of joint initiatives on animal welfare.  

I wish to assure the Deputy that the Government remains very focused on supporting the 
agricultural industry through the challenges ahead. The Government will be firm in arguing that 
any agreement reached between the EU and the UK must take account of the very serious chal-
lenges presented by Brexit for the sector, particularly given the unique circumstances on the 
island of Ireland and the importance of our economic relationship with the UK. 

And, of course, ultimately Ireland’s objective in the negotiations is to have a trading rela-
tionship with the entire UK which is as close as possible to the current arrangement.

Greyhound Industry

11/10/2018WRA0280024. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps 
he is taking to improve the compliance rate of microchipping for Irish greyhounds that are be-
ing sold to the UK. [41259/18]

11/10/2018WRA02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The feedback 
from databases dealing with dog identification indicates high levels of compliance for dogs 
generally.

Greyhounds being sold to the UK must be accompanied by a passport. The relevant EU leg-
islation (Regulation 576/2013) states that a passport can only be issued by a vet after the vet has 
verified that the dog has been marked with a chip. The passport must contain the chip number 
and the date of insertion of chip.

Furthermore, in the case of greyhounds it is not possible to enter them in the stud book if 
they are not microchipped which means they are unable to race or be used for breeding.

11/10/2018WRA02950Animal Welfare

11/10/2018WRA0300025. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the organisations he and his officials have met in relation to the export of greyhounds; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41389/18]

11/10/2018WRA03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has a close working relationship with animal welfare charities on all aspects of animal 
welfare.  Officials of my Department have met with the welfare members of the International 
Greyhound Forum, which includes the Dogs Trust, the ISPCA and Bord na gCon, where issues 
surrounding the export of greyhounds are considered. 

Bord na gCon, which is responsible for the governance, regulation and development of the 
greyhound industry in Ireland, has stated that it does not support the export of greyhounds to 
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destinations which do not conform with the standards in the Animal Health and Welfare Act 
2013, the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 or its own Code of Practice and standards.  I fully 
endorse this view.

11/10/2018WRA03150Dairy Sector

11/10/2018WRA0320026. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the lat-
est developments regarding skimmed milk powder, SMP, intervention at EU level; the data on 
sales; the EU Commission’s plans for SMP intervention tendering in 2019; and his views in 
relation to same.  [41475/18]

11/10/2018WRA03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
is aware, the Irish dairy market, in line with broader EU and international trends, is currently in 
a much improved position compared to the period 2014 - 2016. Of course, we remain vigilant 
in monitoring the market and emerging trends, particularly after the challenges of this season 
faced by Irish farmers.

The issue of intervention stocks overhanging the dairy market remains a cause for concern, 
arising from the significant recourse to this market measure for skimmed milk powder across 
the EU since September 2015.

Figures from the European Commission show that there were approximately 245,000 tonnes 
of skimmed milk powder in public intervention stocks at the end of September 2018 ,effectively 
overhanging the EU skimmed milk powder market. This figure represents a substantial reduc-
tion of over 145,000 tonnes in the quantity of SMP in public intervention stocks across the EU 
over the course of this year.

In relation to the sale of intervention stocks, the Commission has agreed to accept bids as part 
of recent tender processes, for approximately 43,000 tonnes of  SMP at a price of €123/100kg 
since August.

An additional recent development in terms of the strategy adopted for reducing the overhang 
of SMP stocks in public intervention has been to amend Implementing Regulation 2016/2080 
“as regards the periods for the submission tenders”, which will result in approximately doubled 
frequency of tenders for sale of product in intervention which provides for “two partial invita-
tions to tender per month”.

Regarding the Commission’s general approach, my Department and I engaged at Council 
of Ministers meetings and directly with the Commission on recent measures to prevent further 
stockpiling of skimmed milk powder into 2019 without due justification, including the Com-
mission’s proposal to reduce the fixed-price ceiling to zero which it had previously introduced 
for 2018.

This proposal is for 2019 only and it is essential that this should not mark a fundamental 
or permanent change in the mechanism for intervention for dairy products agreed by Member 
States in the Council Regulation in 2013.  The intervention mechanism is an essential tool 
which puts a floor under SMP prices and the importance of its availability to the Commission as 
a means to deal with extreme price volatility and any other market crisis must be acknowledged.

I have clearly stated previously, at Council of Ministers meetings and elsewhere, that it is 
imperative that the Commission remains vigilant in monitoring the market and that it has con-
tingencies in place in the event of market volatility re-emerging in relevant markets, particu-
larly the raw milk, butter and skimmed milk powder markets. However, in common with the 
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vast majority of EU member states where dairy production is of significance, I recognise that 
the current position of existing stocks cannot be allowed to persist indefinitely.

Given the Commission’s status among the world’s biggest players on the skimmed milk 
powder market, and as such its capacity to affect market sentiment, the Commission should act 
prudently and responsibly in the disposal of stocks. I am satisfied to date that the Commission 
has managed those stocks in a prudent manner.

My Department has engaged and will continue to engage with the Commission, with other 
member states, and with national stakeholders on these important issues.

11/10/2018WRA03350Animal Welfare

11/10/2018WRA0340027. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if exemptions will be removed from blood sports from the Animal Health and Welfare Act 
2013, in view of the suffering and death caused to hares and foxes during coursing and foxhunt-
ing activities. [41483/18]

11/10/2018WRA03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the deputy 
will be aware detailed debate was held around the issue of hunting during the passage of the 
Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 and the Dail voted overwhelmingly to allow the continu-
ation on fox hunting in accordance with an appropriate Code of Conduct. 

The Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 requires persons to ensure that animals being 
hunted are not subject to unnecessary suffering and specifically prohibits the hunting of animals 
which have been released in an injured, mutilated or exhausted condition. 

Section 25 of the Animal Health & Welfare Act 2013 also allows for the establishment of 
codes of practice and for the adoption of codes published by other persons for the purposes of 
providing practical guidance relating to any aspect of the Act, including fox hunting. Voluntary 
codes of practice have been established by The Hunting Association of Ireland which detail the 
conduct to be adhered to in respect of the hunting of foxes and the treatment of the animal dur-
ing the hunt. The Code prohibits the hunting of foxes where the animal is injured and advocates 
the humane disposal of a fox when captured.  The code also takes into account local concerns 
and the concerns of the landowner(s) on whose land hunting takes place. 

While I have no plans to ban fox hunting, officials of my Department met with the Hunting 
Association to review their existing Code and consider whether it needs updating.  

I am fully committed to promoting good practices that respect the welfare of all animals 
and my Department devotes considerable resources to protecting animal welfare and in dealing 
with breaches of animal welfare legislation. Under the Act, on summary conviction, a person 
can receive a fine of up to €10,000 and, on indictment, €250,000 and/or imprisonment up to 5 
years. There are fixed penalty payments for lesser offences. The Act provides the framework 
within which the welfare of animals can be safeguarded and I am hopeful that the substantial 
and significantly increased levels of penalties for offences of animal cruelty provided for under 
the Act will act as a deterrent to animal welfare abuses.

Greyhound Industry

11/10/2018WRA0360028. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will amend the Greyhound Industry Bill 2017 to include the white list of countries in 
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which it is permissible for greyhounds to be exported; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41390/18]

11/10/2018WRA03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Grey-
hound Racing Bill is primarily an industry Bill and is being introduced to ensure that the prin-
ciples of good governance and regulation are clearly and unambiguously laid down in primary 
legislation. In broad terms the Bill seeks to address deficiencies in the existing legislation and 
the governance of Bord na gCon as identified by Indecon in its 2014 report on the sector. It will 
strengthen regulatory controls in the industry, modernise sanctions and improve integrity with 
a view to building a reputation for exceptional regulation in the sector.

Trade within the EU of dogs, including greyhounds, is governed by EU law.  

The proposal to institute a white list of countries to which it is permissible for greyhounds 
to be exported would be incompatible with domestic and European law.

Bord na gCon, a commercial State Body established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 
1958, chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry, 
has repeatedly stated that it does not support the export of greyhounds to destinations where the 
standard of care for greyhounds falls below that required under the Animal Health and Welfare 
Act 2013, and the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 and its associated Code of Practice. I fully 
endorse this view.

My Department has a close working relationship with animal welfare charities on all aspects 
of animal welfare. Officials of my Department have met with the welfare members of the Inter-
national Greyhound Forum, which includes the Dogs Trust, the ISPCA and Bord na gCon, to 
consider issues surrounding the export of greyhounds.

Basic Payment Scheme Payments

11/10/2018WRA0380029. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he has taken to ensure that farmers will not be forced to endure delays in receiving pay-
ments later in 2018 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41305/18]

11/10/2018WRA03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am very 
aware of the significance to all farmers, and the wider rural economy, of the payments that is-
sue to farmers from my Department under schemes such as the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS), 
GLAS, TAMS, the Sheep Welfare Scheme, and the  Knowledge Transfer programme.

Given the importance of payments under such schemes, my Department recently wrote to 
all farmers to advise them of the schedule in place for payments to commence for a range of 
schemes in the coming months. 

 Payments issuing from my Department this Autumn commenced on schedule with the first 
pay runs under the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme issuing from mid September.  
€185.6m issued in the first tranche of payments under the Scheme.  This was a significant in-
crease on the equivalent 2017 figure of €160m.  In addition, the number of farmers paid in this 
first tranche increased from 75,000 in 2017 to almost 77,000 this year.  Regular pay runs are 
continuing to ensure that cases are paid as they become clear, and to date over €194.4m has is-
sued to 80,600 farmers under the  ANC Scheme.

I am also happy to confirm that the European Commission has agreed to my request  for a 
higher advance payment of 70% under the 2018 BPS and Greening.  This is an increase on the 
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standard 50% rate allowed for under the EU regulations.  Advance payments under the BPS are  
due to commence on 16th October, which is the earliest date possible under EU Regulations.  
The 30% balancing payments will then commence at the start of December.

There will also be an increase to 85% advance payment rates under a number of CAP Pillar 
II Rural Development schemes.   This increased rate applies to GLAS and the Sheep Welfare 
Scheme, which will see advance payments commence in November.

Preparations for payments under year 2 of the Knowledge Transfer Scheme to commence at 
the end of October 2018 are also underway while payments under the Beef Data and Genom-
ics Programme, along with the Young Farmers Scheme, the Organic Farming Scheme and the 
Protein Aid scheme will all commence in December.

In addition, payments continue to issue to farmers on a weekly basis under TAMS II, with 
an average payment of over €1m per week for the last year.  To date, 5,689 approved applicants 
under the Scheme have completed their approved works, submitted a payment claim and have 
been paid. 

My Department continues to  process payments under these schemes as a matter of prior-
ity, to ensure that these vital supports are delivered to farmers in the most timely and efficient 
manner possible.

11/10/2018WRB00150Dog Breeding Industry

11/10/2018WRB0020030. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps 
being taken to ensure that the requirements of legislation for the transportation of dogs and 
pups to and from dog breeding establishments are met by parties in the UK in the aftermath of 
Brexit. [41260/18]

11/10/2018WRB00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The trade of 
dogs - commercial movements within the EU, and movement from a non-EU country into the  
EU - is governed by EU law (the “Balai Directive”).  Dogs moved to another EU Member State 
from Ireland must be accompanied by an EU pet passport and a health certificate issued by a 
Department veterinarian, be microchipped and have a valid rabies vaccination.  Before travel, 
dogs must undergo a clinical examination by an authorised veterinarian, who must verify that 
the animals show no obvious signs of disease and are fit to be transported.

The premises exporting dogs to other EU Member States must be registered with my De-
partment in advance of the export.    

These procedures ensure that only healthy dogs, over the age of 15 weeks, are allowed to 
be exported.  

Exporters must also comply with national and EU law on the protection of animals during 
transport.  Council Regulation 1/2005 regulates the transport of live animals between EU coun-
tries and provides for checks on animals entering or leaving the EU.  The transport of animals 
by air is also governed by the International Air Transport Association (IATA).  Information 
about any breaches of these regulations can be provided to my Department, which will treat any 
information received in the strictest of confidence.

The UK has not to date provided information on what if any requirements may be imposed 
with regard to commercial movements of dogs to the UK after Brexit.
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Fishing Industry

11/10/2018WRB0040031. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
efforts being made to safeguard the fishing sector in the context of Brexit. [41462/18]

11/10/2018WRB00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The key pri-
orities for Ireland and the EU27 in the context of fisheries and Brexit will be the maintenance 
of current access to fishing grounds in the UK zone in the Irish Sea, Celtic Sea and north of 
Donegal and the protection of Ireland’s existing quota shares.  My continued objective is to 
ensure that the implications for fisheries are fully taken account of throughout the negotiations 
for a future EU-UK relationship. 

In recent months, I have continued to have positive, regular meetings with my European 
colleagues, especially those from the group of 8 Member States whose fisheries are most im-
pacted by the UK’s withdrawal from the EU.  I am also working closely with key stakeholders 
in the Irish fishing industry and am pleased at the level of unity on these key issues.  The results 
of my engagement with the Barnier Task Force, in close collaboration with the Tánaiste are 
evident in the agreed EU position on fisheries.    

 In the context of the economic relationship, the European Council confirmed its readiness 
to start work towards a balanced, ambitious and wide-ranging free trade agreement (FTA). On 
fisheries, it is very welcome that the maintenance of reciprocal access to fishing waters and 
resources is proposed in the European Council Guidelines. 

The actual agreement on a future relationship can only be finalised and concluded once the 
UK has become a third country, that is after it leaves the EU on 29 March 2019. This is why a 
status quo transitional arrangement is so important. Of course, it is in the interest of everyone 
that a future relationship agreement is concluded as quickly as possible after the UK leaves the 
EU to provide certainty sooner rather than later.

It is very welcome that the European Council has proposed that the whole of the EU acquis 
will apply to the UK during the transition, which means that in the context of a Withdrawal 
Agreement the status quo will be preserved with the aim of avoiding any gaps or cliff edge 
effects between the UK leaving the EU and when a future relationship agreement enters into 
force. 

I would like to assure the Deputy that, working together with the Tánaiste and his team and 
the Barnier Task Force, I will continue to work  to ensure that negotiations on fisheries remain 
inextricably linked to the overall future relationship negotiations in order to protect our existing 
access rights and quota entitlements. 

Overall, it is Ireland’s view that the EU27’s basic position should be to protect EU fishing 
communities. While all parties would like higher quotas, the way to achieve that is to grow the 
stocks through sustainable management for the benefit of all.

11/10/2018WRB00550Horticulture Sector

11/10/2018WRB0060032. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
percentage of agricultural land here used to grow vegetables; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41450/18]

11/10/2018WRB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): While ap-
proximately 1% of Ireland’s agricultural land is utilised to grow vegetables, the value of output 



Questions - Written Answers

16

from this area is significantly higher than that percentage area would indicate.

Ireland’s horticulture industry has the fourth highest farm gate output value in the agricul-
tural sector, exceeded only by beef, dairy and pig meat.  

The horticulture sector contributed approximately €433m to Irish farm output in 2017.  
Within this, the farm-gate value of field vegetable production (excluding potatoes) was esti-
mated at €71.5m.  

The sector is labour intensive with an estimated 6,600 people directly employed full-time.  
In addition the sector contributes strongly to economic activity and indirect employment up-
stream and downstream. 

The Food Wise 2025 strategy targeted a 25% increase in output value for the horticulture 
sector overall and increasing consumer demand for horticultural produce and the need to in-
crease fruit and vegetable consumption presents opportunities to achieve this growth in output.

Notwithstanding its potential the Government recognises the challenges that lie ahead for 
the sector. It continues to provide support though the Scheme of Investment Aid for the De-
velopment of the Commercial Horticulture Sector.  In Budget 2019 funding for this scheme 
is increased by an additional €1 million to €6 million for 2019.  This increase was secured in 
response to strong demand for investment at grower level and Government’s desire to improve 
competitiveness within the sector.

Separately, the EU Producer Organisation Scheme for Fruit and Vegetables offers potential 
to increase grower collective bargaining power.  

Mentoring on financial resilience will shortly be rolled out to horticultural growers by Bord 
Bia.  In addition, through Bord Bia the State is also working to develop LEAN practices across 
the horticultural sector.  Teagasc also continues its work to support the sector with significant 
investment evident through the new horticultural research unit which opened in Ashtown earlier 
this year.

To conclude, the Government and its State Agencies are putting the resources in place to 
allow Ireland’s horticulture sector achieve its potential and capitalise on the opportunities that 
lie ahead.

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Eligibility

11/10/2018WRB0080033. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
efforts being made to ensure all applications under the areas of natural constraints scheme se-
lected for a remote sensing eligibility inspection are carried out at the earliest date; when all 
finalised ANC payments will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41016/18]

11/10/2018WRB00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): EU regula-
tions governing the administration of the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme and other area-
based schemes require that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including Ground or 
Remote Sensing (Satellite) inspections where applicable, are fully completed to ensure eligibil-
ity with the various schemes requirements  before any payments issue.

The method of selecting of cases for inspection is set down in EU regulations and is under-
taken by means of a risk analysis process with cases being selected on a risk and random basis.  
All cases to be selected for inspection must be eligible beneficiaries under the various schemes. 
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Therefore the selection of cases for inspection, while commencing after the closing date for 
receipt of applications, i.e. 15th May, is an on-going process so as to ensure this specific regula-
tory requirement is adhered to. Furthermore as amendments to applications could be accepted 
by my Department up to 9th June, and allowing for the Preliminary Checks process whereby 
applicants could amend their application further up to 19th June  as a result of issues notified to 
them by my Department, the details of the land to be subject to the inspection process cannot be 
finally established until these periods have elapsed.    

The process of a remote sensing inspection involves a comprehensive review of the satellite 
imagery received at two stages during the year, and also the assessment of additional imagery, 
where required, to ensure that the actual claimed area in the application form corresponds to 
the area farmed by the applicant, that the crop types are as claimed and that ineligible land or 
features are not included for payment purposes. The governing regulations further prescribe 
that where it is not possible to make an accurate determination on the eligibility of a parcel or 
parcels of land by means of an assessment of the available imagery, a field visit must be under-
taken to verify the position on the ground. 

As of 9th October my Department has received remote sensing inspection results in respect 
of 66% of the inspection cases. Of these cases 75% have been processed to payment stage, with 
the ANC payment having issued in 73% of these cases. The issuing of the ANC payment is also 
subject to other checks in addition to land eligibility   e.g. stocking density and stock retention. 
Where an over-declaration in area  is identified as part of the inspection process, officials in my 
Department will be in contact with the applicant.

The Department  continues to make ANC  payments as further cases become eligible and 
every effort is made to pay as quickly as possible.

Harbours and Piers Development

11/10/2018WRB0100034. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine when the Killybegs Harbour works will commence; if no delays have occurred on this 
project or that other harbour projects have been prioritised over Killybegs to date; the timeline 
for the Killybegs project moving forward; if the necessary funding is in place and ring-fenced 
for this project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41262/18]

11/10/2018WRB01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Killybegs 
Fishery Harbour Centre is one of the six designated Fishery Harbour Centres which are owned, 
managed and maintained by my Department under Statute. 

The Fishery Harbour Centre (FHC) has been attracting increasing levels of fishing, com-
mercial cargo and cruise liner activity and the need for additional berthage has been recognised. 
The Smooth Point project when complete will provide an additional 120 metres of sheltered 
berthage to a depth of -9.0m Chart datum in Killybegs FHC. In addition to facilitating the in-
creased activity it would also enable relocating larger fishing vessels from the Blackrock Pier 
to the new berthage area.

Because some of the material to be dredged was contaminated, for management purposes, 
the project was divided into two phases. Phase 1 which entailed the dredging and removal of 
the contaminated material commenced in 2017 and has been completed in 2018 at a cost of ap-
proximately €6.5m. 

The commencement of phase 1 was delayed due to a longer than expected permitting phase. 
€3.5m was allocated for phase 1 in 2018 however, as additional work was carried out as part 
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of these works, an extra €0.7m had to be allocated in 2018 to complete it bringing the expected 
total spend in 2018 to €4.2m. 

Phase 2 involves the dredging of the remaining uncontaminated material and construction 
of the 120 metres of berthing space. It is proposed to issue tenders for phase 2 in 2019, with 
works commencing next year and a completion date in 2020. The final costs of phase 2 will 
only be determined following the competitive tendering process, however it is estimated to be 
in the region of €9m.

The provision for the development and upgrading of Fishery Harbours in 2019 has been 
increased by €6.284m to €27.284m. Developments in the six Fishery Harbour Centres are con-
sidered under annual capital programmes on the basis of available Exchequer funding. While 
decisions on the final make up of the 2019 Capital Programme have yet to be made, I can assure 
the Deputy that I am committed to tendering and commencing Phase 2 of the project at Smooth 
Point in 2019, with a view to completing the project in 2020.

Agrifood Sector

11/10/2018WRB0120035. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the prog-
ress made by the agrifood sector here in developing a market for Irish beef in China.  [41354/18]

11/10/2018WRB01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The  opening 
earlier this year of the Chinese beef market is the result of years of cooperation and hard work 
on the part of my Department, the Irish Embassy in Beijing, Bord Bia, and the Irish beef indus-
try. It is a hugely significant achievement for our industry, as well as an excellent endorsement 
of our world-class safety standards and product quality. 

Three beef plants were approved by the Chinese Certification and Accreditation Adminis-
tration (CNCA) in April. As part of my Trade Mission to China in May it was confirmed that a 
further three beef plants had met the required standards for approval. These plants were subse-
quently formally approved and listed by CNCA in June. This was a great result and reflects the 
on-going work in this area. 

My Department has spent many years working closely with the Chinese authorities in order 
to secure this agreement. This work has included inward and outward trade missions, inspection 
visits, and various bilateral contacts with officials in relevant Chinese Ministries. Throughout 
the course of this work, my officials have developed a deep understanding of Chinese require-
ments. This understanding has been essential in devising procedures to satisfy the conditions of 
China’s protocol. 

A new Veterinary health certificate that covers both beef and pigmeat came into effect on 1st 
June 2018 and the beef trade has commenced with product already having arrived into China 
by both air freight and shipping. My officials continue to make progress on various technical 
issues and the focus now is on trying to get additional plants approved and listed by the Chinese 
authorities.  

As I have previously stated, the role of the Government is to open up market access and to 
remove barriers to trade; the industry must then make its own decisions in relation to market 
priorities, but I hope that Irish beef exports will follow the same success that our dairy and pig-
meat sectors have enjoyed in China to date.

Fish Quotas
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11/10/2018WRB0140036. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine his views on the recently published advice of an organisation (details supplied) which 
advocates a possible 68% cut in the mackerel total allowable catch for 2019; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the advice is totally flawed as the actual stocks are not in decline; the 
steps he will take to avoid coastal states adopting the flawed advice in order to prevent the wipe 
out of the pelagic sector; the bilateral discussions he has undertaken with other coastal states to 
date on this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41261/18]

11/10/2018WRB01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Inter-
national Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) is a network of scientists from marine 
institutes from over 20 member countries including Ireland.  ICES provide advice on catch 
levels for all of the fish stocks of importance to Ireland.  This advice is produced through a col-
laborative process by scientists from around the world including those from the Marine Institute 
here in Ireland. 

The advice for mackerel for 2019 was published on the 28th of September last and is a 
complex and detailed document. It does contain within it a number of caveats about how the 
advice is arrived at.   

The headline advice is that the catch, by all parties including those who operate outside the 
2014 Mackerel Agreement, for 2019 should not exceed 318,403 tonnes. This would equate to a 
68% reduction compared to total 2018 catches.  Ireland’s quota would reduce by 61% compared 
to 2018. 

This advice, like all advice, is based on a number of data inputs that are interpreted by the 
scientists according to standard rules of procedure. Given the importance of this stock to Ire-
land, I asked the Marine Institute to provide their views. They have advised that while there 
was a rigorous analytical process conducted by ICES there are some concerns - recognised by 
ICES themselves - regarding the quality and the relative weighting of some of the data inputs 
that were utilised.   

In light of this information, Ireland, working in cooperation with a large number of fellow 
EU Member States, called for an urgent review by ICES of the data inputs.  The other Coastal 
States supported this position as did ICES themselves.  The latter confirmed earlier this week 
that an inter benchmark review will take place as soon as possible. 

Mackerel is our single most important fishery and Ireland is the second largest quota holder 
in the EU.  We rely on a long term sustainable fishery.  That is why we must be absolutely con-
fident in the scientific advice.  If ICES had advised a 60% increase I would be equally calling 
for a review.

No decision on a TAC level for 2019 was reached between the Coastal States (EU, Norway, 
Faeroes Islands, Iceland, Greenland and Russia) and a further round of negotiations is sched-
uled for the 25th and 26th of October. In the interim, I will continue to consult with the Marine 
Institute and BIM as well as relevant Member States, the Commission negotiators and stake-
holders, in particular the fishing industry. The TAC setting will involve all the  Coastal States, 
in particular the other parties to the 2014 Mackerel Agreement, Faeroes and Norway.

Sheepmeat Sector

11/10/2018WRB0160037. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps being taken to encourage new persons to consider sheep farming as a viable occupa-
tion. [41448/18]
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11/10/2018WRB01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am very con-
scious of the important role that the sheep sector plays in relation to the continued growth and 
development of our agri-food sector.  With this in mind, I have ensured that my Department has 
put in place a range of supports for the sheep sector in recent years across a number of schemes.  

In relation to Pillar 1 supports under the Common Agricultural Policy, sheep farmers con-
tinue to benefit from the direct income support available under the Basic Payment Scheme 
(BPS).  In addition, Ireland’s Rural Development Programme (RDP), 2014-2020, also contains 
a number of support schemes which offer direct financial benefit to Irish sheep farmers.  Sheep 
farmers continue to benefit from the Areas of Natural Constraint (ANC) Scheme and from 
GLAS in large numbers, as well as from capital investment support under TAMS.  In Tuesday’s 
Budget I announced an additional €23m for the ANC scheme, bringing the total to €250m in 
2019. I expect sheep farmers to be significant beneficiaries of that measure. The RDP also in-
cludes specific provision for sheep farmers within the Knowledge Transfer Programme, which 
has helped to build on the existing knowledge base and skills set in the sector in a way which 
will help to ensure continued sustainable development in the sector. 

In addition to these measures, in December 2016 I announced the new Sheep Welfare 
Scheme as an amendment to the RDP.  Under this scheme, farmers are required to choose from 
a menu of actions which aim to improve the overall welfare of their flock. These actions must 
be completed over a 12 month period, and in return the farmer receives a payment of €10 per 
breeding ewe.  

This important support was introduced for a period of four scheme years, and I am glad to 
say that over €18.4m has issued on time to sheep farmers in respect of Year 1 of the Scheme.  
85% advance payments under year 2 of the scheme are due to commence  in November of this 
year.

I am pleased to note the strong export performance of the sector last year, which was re-
flected in the Central Statistics Office (CSO) 2017 trade and livestock statistics. In 2017, just 
under 63,000t of Irish sheepmeat worth €311 million was exported in comparison to 56,000t 
worth €277 for the previous year. This represents a significant growth in tonnage of 12.5% and 
net worth of 12% 

I am committed to ensuring that my Department continues to work to underpin the develop-
ment of the sheep sector and to encourage young people to enter the sector. A range of supports 
under CAP Pillar I and the Rural Development Programme schemes, as well as significant 
agri-taxation incentives, are in place to encourage inter-generational transfer and land mobility, 
particularly for young trained farmers.

11/10/2018WRB01750Climate Change Adaptation Plans

11/10/2018WRB0180038. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the work 
ongoing in his Department in addressing climate change; the schemes in place to help farmers 
improve their farms’ environmental performance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41295/18]

11/10/2018WRB01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is actively engaged on issues relating to agriculture and climate change on both an inter-
national and national level.

At farm level, my Department and its Agencies are actively involved with the farming sec-
tor through initiatives such as the Origin Green Farm Sustainability and Quality Assurance 
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schemes and Knowledge Transfer schemes.  A key component of the Origin Green assessment 
is the independent farm audit where the farmer receives a feedback report on his or her farm’s 
performance. This allows them to make informed decisions on improving the sustainability of 
their farms while also improving their efficiency and farm viability.  The knowledge transfer 
schemes, funded under the Rural Development Programme, are essential in facilitating the 
transfer of information from research and advisory services to farmer discussion group net-
works and cover a range of topics related to sustainability and climate mitigation.  

My Department is supporting a number of other schemes and measures under the Rural 
Development Programme to help farmers improve their farm’s environmental performance.  
Measures such as the Agri-Environment scheme, GLAS, includes specific measures to support 
climate change objectives whilst our Organic farming scheme supports organic farming as an 
alternative farming system contributing to improving soil quality and mitigation and adaptation 
to climate change. 

Improving breeding and maintaining the health of livestock is also very important to achiev-
ing efficiency and managing emissions.  This is actively supported through our Beef Data and 
Genomics Programme (BDGP). This Programme ranks the efficiency of beef breeding animals 
on a star based system, with 5-star being the most efficient.  Building on the success of this 
Programme I have just announced a new pilot scheme - The Beef Environmental Efficiency 
Pilot – which will be targeted at suckler farmers and specifically aimed at further improving 
the carbon efficiency of beef production by measuring the weaning efficiency of suckler cows.  
Farmers will get detailed feedback on the performance of individual animals allowing them to 
identify the most productive cows in their herd.  On the Dairy side, the ‘Economic Breeding 
Index’ is identifying the most efficient animals for grass based production system.

In terms of sequestration, or the capturing of carbon, our most significant intervention is the 
national afforestation programme.  Afforestation and forests also play a key role in replacing 
energy intensive materials and providing sustainable renewable biomass to the energy sector. 
We are therefore, investing heavily in the Afforestation Scheme to encourage landowners to es-
tablish forests on their land. The Government has recently approved significant improvements 
in grant and premium rates under the agroforestry and forestry for fibre options.  

My Department is also investing heavily in research and I have recently announced an addi-
tional €5.4 million in research grant awards.  This brings the total grants awarded for collabora-
tive inter-institutional agri-food research under my Department’s 2017 Competitive Research 
Call to over €19 million. This investment in agri-food research will support the sector to inno-
vate in terms of production efficiency, higher value products and environmental sustainability. 

We are continuously looking ahead; increased environmental ambition will be a key ele-
ment of CAP Post 2020. As we look towards defining the measures and targets under the new 
CAP regime the recently published Teagasc report “An Analysis of Abatement Potential of 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Irish Agriculture 2021-2030” is key to informing the type of 
abatement measures we need to focus on with a view to achieving the 2030 targets.

Agrifood Sector

11/10/2018WRB0200039. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sup-
ports provided to Bord Bia to assist Irish agrifood businesses to find new markets for their 
produce in the context of a potentially changed trading environment post-Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [41296/18]
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11/10/2018WRB02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am firmly 
committed to increasing market access and opportunities for all Irish agri-food exports around 
the world. Total agri-food exports amounted to €13.6 billion in 2017, according to the Central 
Statistics Office trade statistics, an increase of 74% since 2009. My Department officials contin-
ue to work towards opening and enhancing access to as many markets as possible. This is a key 
part of our response to the challenges and uncertainty posed by Brexit, and is in line with the 
market development theme of the Food Wise 2025 strategy. Opening new markets involves a 
wide range of detailed work taking place across a range of levels including political, diplomatic, 
technical and official levels. This year already, I have led trade missions to the US, Canada and 
China. I will be leading a delegation to Indonesia and Malaysia very shortly and my colleague, 
Minister Doyle will  be visiting China.

Bord Bia’s work is critical to the successful growth of our food and drinks exports.

The development of the Origin Green programme, providing proof of the sector’s sustain-
ability credentials, has played an important part.  Bord Bia  also works closely with my Depart-
ment to prioritise and develop new markets, building on its significant investment in consumer 
and retail insights. 

As an agency, Bord Bia has played a key role in our Brexit response to date, facilitating 
conversations at the highest levels with UK retail CEOs, and ensuring that our ongoing com-
mitment to the UK market is fully understood.  We have no intention of stepping back from the 
UK market. On the contrary, we will redouble our efforts to build on our consumer reputation 
and strong relationships to maximise growth and supply high quality and innovative products 
to our neighbouring island. 

Bord Bia’s Brexit Barometer has been used to identify evolving client priorities and con-
cerns and to further inform Bord Bia’s Brexit programmes and supports. As a result of the 
many findings from that exercise, Bord Bia has launched a series of Brexit support programmes 
focussed on supply chains, customs requirements regarding trade, and currency risk for the 
industry.

Significant additional funding has been provided to Bord Bia in various tranches since the 
Brexit referendum, as a key part of our Brexit response for the food industry. Bord Bia received 
approval in 2018 to recruit 32 additional staff as part of the wider Brexit response. A recruit-
ment campaign commenced in April 2018 and so far 22 positions have been filled. Recruitment 
is ongoing for the balance and it is hoped that these additional staff will be in place by end of 
the year. 13 of these positions are to be based abroad in line with the Government policy of 
doubling our Global footprint.

I am pleased that in this week’s Budget I secured the allocation of a further €5.35 million to 
Bord Bia for 2019, bringing its total grant in aid to €46.6 million for 2019.  This compares to a 
grant in aid of €28.9 million in 2014, an increase of over 60% over five years.

Agrifood Sector

11/10/2018WRB0220040. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he is satisfied regarding the action taken to date or likely to be taken to offset the impact of 
Brexit on the agrifood sector, with particular reference to the possibility of a no-deal Brexit; if 
he is further satisfied that all has to be done in relation to same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [41480/18]

11/10/2018WRB02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
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will be aware, the agri-food sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional 
spread means it underpins the socio-economic development of rural Ireland in particular.

The Government is seeking to minimise the impact of Brexit in the first instance through 
a negotiated outcome which avoids a hard border on the island of Ireland and which delivers 
trading arrangements in the future which are as close as possible to those that prevail at present. 
I am hopeful that progress can be made in the short-term on both the Ireland-Northern Ireland 
back-stop and on the framework for the discussions on the future EU-UK relationship, so that 
they can be incorporated into a Withdrawal Agreement that will provide for a transition period 
and a more orderly Brexit in the period up to 2021. 

In the meantime, the Government has introduced a range of measures to deal with the short-
term impacts of Brexit. In terms of dealing with Competitiveness issues, my Department intro-
duced a €150 million low-cost loan scheme, new agri-taxation measures and increased funding 
under the Rural Development and Seafood Development Programmes in the 2017 Budget. In 
Budget 2018 I, along with my colleague, the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, 
introduced a new €300m “Brexit Loan Scheme” to provide affordable, flexible financing to 
Irish businesses that are either currently impacted by Brexit or who will be in the future - at least 
40% of which will be available to food businesses. 

I have followed up these measures with further initiatives announced this week as part of 
Budget 2019, which contains a €78 million Brexit package for farmers, fishermen, food SMEs 
and to cover additional costs in my Department. This includes €44 million in direct aid to farm-
ers through increased spending on areas of natural constraint, the introduction of a Beef Envi-
ronmental Efficiency Pilot Scheme and additional funding for the horticulture sector. Support 
for the food industry to the tune of €27 million includes measures aimed at improving com-
petitiveness and innovation, additional funding for Bord Bia and additional funding to progress 
the National Food Innovation Hub in Teagasc Moorepark. And €7 million has been provided to 
support Brexit preparedness work within my Department, namely, to meet the staffing and IT 
costs associated with the additional import control and export certification requirements arising 
from Brexit.  

Under Market Diversification, my Department is supporting Bord Bia in its investment in 
market insight (through its ‘Thinking House’) and in market prioritisation initiatives which 
are aimed at identifying and developing potential diversification opportunities. Indeed, I have 
increased funding to Bord Bia by €14.5m since the UK referendum. 

As regards Product Diversification, I am supporting Teagasc in the development of a new 
National Food Innovation Hub in Fermoy (€8.8 million funding announced by An Taoiseach 
and myself last October). 

In line with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade-coordinated  ‘whole of Govern-
ment’ approach to Brexit, my Department is planning for an orderly Brexit which involves, 
inter alia, a transition period to the end of December 2020. Key Government decisions in this 
regard have been made in July and September in relation to staffing and IT resources, and en-
gagement with the relevant ports and airports is ongoing in relation to the infrastructure needed 
to carry out import controls and customs checks.

Work is also ongoing in relation to contingency planning for a disorderly Brexit at the end of 
March 2019. In this regard my Department’s focus is on the arrangements that will be necessary 
in order to fulfil its legal obligations as efficiently as possible while also ensuring the minimum 
possible disruption to trading arrangements. Similar to the work already undertaken in relation 
to the central case scenario, my Department will be working closely with other Departments in 
progressing these arrangements over the coming period.  
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I wish to assure the Deputy that the Government remains very focused on supporting the 
agri-food industry through the challenges ahead. The Government will be firm in arguing that 
any agreement reached between the EU and the UK must take account of the very serious chal-
lenges presented by Brexit for the sector, particularly given the unique circumstances on the 
island of Ireland and the importance of our economic relationship with the UK. 

And, of course, ultimately Ireland’s objective in the negotiations is to have a trading rela-
tionship with the entire UK which is as close as possible to the current arrangement.

Plant Protection Products

11/10/2018WRB0240041. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
use of glyphosate will be reconsidered in view of the findings of the DeWayne Johnson court 
case in California; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41449/18]

11/10/2018WRB02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Regarding 
the use of plant protection products containing glyphosate in Ireland, I continue to be guided 
by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) and the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA), 
who have both concluded, on the basis of extensive reviews involving public consultation, that 
glyphosate can be used safely without putting consumers or users at risk. The EFSA review 
included an assessment of potential dietary exposure that could result from pre-harvest use and 
concluded that this use does not pose a risk to human health. 

My Department will continue to monitor international peer reviewed scientific evidence and 
the guidance provided by EFSA and ECHA.

Trade Missions

11/10/2018WRB0260042. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number and location of trade visits he and officials from his Department have undertaken 
or are scheduled to undertake including his forthcoming visit to Indonesia and Malaysia for the 
specific purpose of identifying new markets for Irish agrifood products most likely to be af-
fected by Brexit; the value to the economy of already identified or to be identified new markets; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41481/18]

11/10/2018WRB02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The pursuit 
and development of new markets for Irish agri-food exports is of course an ongoing and central 
component of the strategic development of the agri-food sector, as evidenced by its placement 
right at the centre of Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development over the coming 
decade. Food Wise 2025 outlines the huge potential for growth in agri-food exports to new and 
emerging markets, particularly in Asia, Africa, the Americas and the Gulf region. This is where 
our efforts will be focused for the foreseeable future, particularly given the need to diversify our 
markets and to reduce our reliance on traditional destinations such as the UK.

Trade missions, of course, play a crucial role in market development, not just in terms of the 
valuable opportunity that they provide for businesses to make contacts and develop relation-
ships, but also in terms of their usefulness in developing political and official contacts, which 
are often just as important in facilitating business development and resolving market access 
issues. For this reason they are an essential component of the suite of measures that I and my 
Department deploy in our efforts to develop more opportunities for Irish agri-food exporters.
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In the last two years I have led a series of very successful trade missions. In 2017, destina-
tions included the Gulf States, the US, Mexico, Japan and South Korea. In the case of the latter 
two, this was an ideal opportunity to exploit the benefits to be derived from the EU’s recent 
trade and economic partnership agreements with South Korea and Japan. 

This work has continued in 2018. I have already led trade missions to the US, Canada and 
China, and my Department is currently making the final arrangements for a further trade mis-
sion to Indonesia and Malaysia at the end of October. Again this will include participants from 
across the agri-food sector and will feature extensive trade contacts as well as high-level politi-
cal discussions.  Both of these markets had been identified by my Department as offering huge 
potential to the Irish agri-food sector.

These and the other missions that my Department are planning for the first half of 2019 will 
serve to enhance and improve our existing levels of market access in these destinations.  It will 
also promote Ireland’s reputation as a producer of high quality, safe and sustainably produced 
meat and dairy products. The destinations are also in keeping with the recent market prioritisa-
tion exercise that was completed by Bord Bia at my request. This exercise identified opportuni-
ties in new and more mature markets, and will provide valuable market intelligence both for 
industry operators and policy makers.

It is also no coincidence that the destinations that have we recently visited and plan to visit 
are now some of the countries showing the greatest increase in growth, with the value of exports 
to Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Central/South America standing at almost €2.8 billion in 
2017. The value of trade to these markets increased by 159% since 2009.  These markets now 
account for over 20% of total agri-food exports.

Growth to emerging markets has been led by Asia, with exports of €1.6 billion in 2017, of 
which around €1 billion went to China. Exports to other Asian markets grew by 85% since 2012 
to €659 million in 2017. Trade to Africa has also grown to €606 million, while exports to the 
Middle East have also grown significantly, to reach €370 million. 

My Department will continue to seek out and identify new markets, and I am ready to re-
spond as appropriate to other opportunities that may arise.

International Election Monitoring

11/10/2018WRB0280043. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to introduce an aptitude test as part of the selection process for election observ-
ers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41580/18]

11/10/2018WRB02900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I refer the Deputy to the response to a previous parliamentary question on this matter, 
Question 36 of 9 October 2018, as well as to responses to the following related parliamentary 
questions: Question No. 45 of 20 September 2018, Questions Nos. 69 and 70 of 7 September 
2018, Questions Nos. 103 and 104 of 24 July 2018, Questions Nos. 57 and 58 of 3 July 2018, 
Question No. 60 of 21 June 2018, Question No. 107 of 24 April 2018, Question No. 98 of 28 
March 2018, Question No. 16 of 25 January 2018, Questions Nos. 428 and 396 of 26 July 2017 
and Question No. 651 of 2 May 2017.  There are no plans to introduce an aptitude test as part 
of the selection process for election observers.

Northern Ireland
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11/10/2018WRB0300044. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the outcome of the recent discussions in Northern Ireland with the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland and with the political parties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41638/18]

11/10/2018WRB03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
the Assembly elections of March 2017, the Irish and British Governments, as co-guarantors 
of the Agreement, have worked tirelessly to support and facilitate the parties in their efforts to 
form a new power-sharing Executive. Unfortunately, to date, it has not proved possible to reach 
an agreement on the formation of an Executive, despite intensive engagement.  The absence of 
the Executive also means that that North South Ministerial Council cannot meet.

I am currently engaging with Secretary of State Bradley on how both Governments can 
most effectively secure the effective operation of all of the institutions of the Good Friday 
Agreement.  I met with Secretary of State Bradley in Dublin on 17 September and again in 
Belfast this Monday, 8 October. 

We have engaged with all of the political parties to hear their views on how at this point the 
two Governments can best support a way forward to get the Institutions up and running again.  
All parties have re-affirmed their commitment to operating the devolved institutions and have 
provided views on their key concerns and issues. 

In the period ahead, I believe a new political process is required to get beyond the current 
impasse and secure the necessary agreement between the parties on operating the devolved 
institutions again.

I do not underestimate the way to go in achieving that, but I firmly believe that a resolution 
is possible and that the calls from across all sections of the community in Northern Ireland for 
the devolved institutions to operate will be heeded.

The Government will continue to do everything in its power, in accordance with its respon-
sibilities as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, to secure the effective operation of 
all of the institutions of the Agreement.

Tax Credits

11/10/2018WRB0320045. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance if the single parent tax credit will 
be reinstated for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41547/18]

11/10/2018WRB03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the per-
son in question is still in receipt of the Single Person Child Carer Credit (SPCCC). The credit, 
which can only be claimed by one parent for any individual year, has been with the individual 
since it was relinquished by the child’s mother in February 2014 and Revenue is not aware of 
any change to this arrangement.

Film Industry Tax Reliefs

11/10/2018WRC0020046. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken to investigate 
reported breaches of the tax benefits enjoyed by the film industry here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41557/18]

11/10/2018WRC00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that they can-
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not comment on individual cases.  However, they have provided the following general informa-
tion in relation to the administration and review of claims for the film tax credit under Section 
481, Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.

Under section 481, in general terms a company which produces a film can claim a payable 
tax credit of 32% of the lower of:

(a) the eligible expenditure incurred on producing a film,

(b) 80% of the total cost of production of the film, or

(c) €70 million per film.

The maximum credit a company can currently claim in respect of a film is therefore 
€22.4million. 

A further time-limited regional uplift, which I announced in Budget 2019, will allow in 
certain circumstances for up to an extra 5% credit, the details of which will be published in the 
Finance Bill.  

The credit is payable in two instalments.  The first instalment of 90% of the credit is payable 
before the film is produced, based on the production budget.  The final instalment is due when 
the film has been completed and is based on the actual amounts spent. 

Eligible expenditure is the amount that the producer company spends in Ireland, wholly and 
exclusively on producing the film.  Amounts spent on the film outside of Ireland do not qualify 
for the tax credit.  However, where the credit is calculated based on 80% of the total cost of pro-
duction, Revenue must have regard to the amounts incurred outside of the State as an increased 
global budget can lead to an increased credit.

By way of background, it is important to understand exactly what companies can claim the 
film tax credit.  The company that claims the credit must be an Irish producer company.  The 
Irish work on the film must be carried out by a special purpose company which is wholly owned 
by that Irish producer company.  Where the film is not a fully Irish production, for example it 
is a multi-jurisdictional production or a co-production, the Irish producer company will often 
organise the Irish production on behalf of an international production company.  In those cases, 
it is the international production company who has full knowledge of the global budget and of 
the make-up of the items in the Irish budget.   

Recognising the potential risks presented, the administrative framework of the relief re-
quires that a company’s application for the credit must include:

(a) an auditor’s report detailing the eligible expenditure, the global budget and details of 
related party transactions, and

(b) a solicitor’s letter detailing that they have reviewed the legal agreements and that 68% 
of the funding has been lodged to the company’s bank account (a requirement prior to Revenue 
releasing any amounts of the payable tax credit). 

The payable credit is available to a film that has been approved by the Minister for Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht and which has been certified by Revenue.  Section 481 provides that 
Revenue may refuse to certify a film if they have reason to believe that the budget, or any part 
of the budget, is inflated.  They may also refuse to certify the film if they are not satisfied with 
the commercial rationale for the corporate structure used for financing, distribution and other 
similar activities.  As with all tax reliefs, the greatest risk of inflation is found in related party 
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transactions including through corporate or financing structures that facilitate circular flows of 
cash. 

I am further advised by Revenue that the time taken to process applications for relief under 
section 481 has increased in the last year, largely due to increased scrutiny on the expenses 
included within the “eligible spend” in 481 applications.  As the relief in its current form was 
introduced in 2015, the first films which have been made under this new format relief were 
being completed in 2017 which is when Revenue were first able to review the actual spend on 
completed films and the amounts being included in the claims for relief, as signed off upon by 
the auditors.  The largest adjustments arising from this review process are in respect of inflated 
related party expenditures, and discussions are ongoing between my Department, Revenue and 
the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in relation to options to protect the Ex-
chequer and give greater clarity to producers claiming the credit.

VAT Rate Application

11/10/2018WRC0040047. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if changes will be introduced to 
bring clarity and consistency to the VAT rating of health food supplements; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41553/18]

11/10/2018WRC0050051. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance If he will introduce a reduced VAT 
rate on food supplements as part of budget 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41642/18]

11/10/2018WRC00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 47 
and 51 together.

Issues of clarity and consistency relating to the VAT rating of health food supplements arise 
from the fact that a small selection of food supplements have historically been applied at the 
zero rate of VAT by concession of the Revenue Commissioners since the introduction of VAT in 
1972.  The majority of food supplements, however, are charged at the 23% standard VAT rate.  

The expansion and diversification of the food supplement market since 1972 has led to a 
significant growth in the number and variety of food supplement products which do not qualify 
for the Revenue concession.  However, there remains uncertainty as to which food supplements 
qualify for the zero rate or not.  Revenue has received a large volume of requests for confir-
mation of the VAT treatment on a broad range of food supplements in recent years, leading to 
compliance concerns and calls for fiscal neutrality. 

Revenue have engaged with industry representatives on the matter and one solution would 
be to legislate to apply a reduced VAT rate to all food supplements, as it is not legally possible 
to extend the scope of the zero rate to all food supplements.  However, this solution would mean 
that some food supplements would increase from the zero to the reduced VAT rate.  Before 
agreeing to any legislative change in this area, all consequences must be fully considered.

11/10/2018WRC00650Revenue Commissioners Enforcement Activity

11/10/2018WRC0070048. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding seized clothing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41584/18]

11/10/2018WRC00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue plays a vital role in support 
of legitimate business and in the protection of consumers through its role in ensuring that Intel-
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lectual Property Rights are preserved and supported. 

I am advised by Revenue for those reasons the seizure of a wide range of counterfeit goods, 
including clothing, arises. Fake copies of well-known brands infringe on the Intellectual Prop-
erty Rights (IPR) of legitimate businesses and the expectations and potentially the safety of 
consumers. 

For these reasons, it would not be appropriate that such seized products be donated to chari-
ties and instead they are securely destroyed.

11/10/2018WRC00850Illicit Trade

11/10/2018WRC0090049. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that there 
is sufficient staff at Irish ports and airports to monitor single parcel consignments entering the 
country, particularly from non-EU countries; if he has quantified the effect of illegal imports on 
the market; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41593/18]

11/10/2018WRC01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that impor-
tations of single parcel consignments from non-EU countries through Irish ports and airports 
are generally carried out either by express couriers or through the postal system. In the case 
of express couriers, they make import declarations and pay duty and VAT, where payable, to 
Revenue. In respect of imports via the postal system, the parcels are presented by An Post to 
Revenue at the postal depots who then assess the parcels for duty and VAT. An Post pay the 
amounts assessed to Revenue and recoup this amount from the importer at the time of delivery 
of the parcels.

While it is not possible to quantify the overall effect of illegal imports on the market, Rev-
enue carries out risk analysis on importations to identify and monitor the movement of imports 
using EU standard risk criteria.

I am advised by Revenue that it regularly reviews how resources are allocated to various 
functions having regard to risk and that it considers that it currently has adequate resources to 
monitor single parcel consignments entering the country. I am assured by Revenue that it will 
continue to monitor parcel traffic and will respond appropriately to any change in compliance 
risks identified.

Tax Reliefs Costs

11/10/2018WRC0110050. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance the cost in tax forgone from mort-
gage interest relief on rental income for each year since the relief was introduced. [41602/18]

11/10/2018WRC01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that due to 
the way in which a taxpayer‘s tax liability is determined, i.e. on all sources of incomes as a 
whole, it is not possible to provide exact figures in relation to the tax foregone as a result of the 
provision of mortgage interest relief on rental income. 

However, using the total amount of interest declared on Income Tax returns, for both resi-
dential and commercial properties combined in cases where a rental income has been declared 
and applying an estimated average marginal rate of 30% to the interest, it is possible to estimate 
a tentative cost for interest relief from 2009.

The following table sets out the estimated cost since 2009, the earliest year this information 
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is available, up to 2016. Information for 2017 will not be available until 2019.

Tax Year Estimated Cost €m
2009 535
2010 469
2011 488
2012 423
2013 355
2014 312
2015 249
2016 180
 It should be noted that these figures cover rental income from both commercial and resi-

dential properties. 

Question No. 51 answered with Question No. 47.

Flood Risk Management

11/10/2018WRC0140052. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
sluice gate at a location (details supplied) on the River Maine in County Kerry will be repaired 
or replaced to prevent flooding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41597/18]

11/10/2018WRC01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Office 
of Public Works (OPW) is responsible for the maintenance of Arterial Drainage Schemes and 
catchment drainage schemes designated under the Arterial Drainage Acts of 1945 and 1995.  

The Sluice gate referred to by the Deputy forms part of the River Maine Catchment Drain-
age Scheme for which the OPW has maintenance responsibility. The structure in question is 
a double sluice which offers drainage outfall to lands located behind an OPW flood defence 
structure.

The lands being drained by this sluice are extremely low lying and consequently have poor 
drainage outfall. Staff from the OPW have inspected the sluice and found it to be in proper 
repair and operating effectively.

Construction Industry

11/10/2018WRC0160053. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he will 
take to commence discussions on mutual recognition agreements with non-EU countries to al-
low construction workers qualified abroad to work as a matter of urgency; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41563/18]

11/10/2018WRC01700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Any person holding a qualification from outside the State can use NARIC, Ireland’s qualifica-
tions recognition and comparison service operated by Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI), 
to get a statement on how their qualification compares with an Irish qualification.  

There is no legal requirement to hold a specific qualification to work in the construction sec-
tor, other than in certain professions, regulated crafts (see below) and in activities covered by 
the Construction Skills Certification Scheme.  However, persons with an overseas craft qualifi-
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cation who wish to obtain the Irish qualification for a specific craft can avail of the SOLAS Rec-
ognition of Prior Learning facility by registering to the relevant craft and submitting a portfolio 
of verifiable evidence. In the case of regulated crafts such as, electrical and gas (plumbing), 
recognition of qualifications obtained outside the State in these crafts would be a matter for the 
Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU).

School Accommodation

11/10/2018WRC0180054. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a proj-
ect (details supplied); if a date for this meeting will be provided; when this meeting will take 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41576/18]

11/10/2018WRC01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The meeting to which the 
Deputy refers took place with the Patron on 8 October 2018.  The Patron informed my Depart-
ment that the long-term## accommodation needs of the school are being reviewed and that it 
will revert to my Department when this process has been completed.

Schools Building Projects Status

11/10/2018WRC0200055. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a building 
project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41578/18]

11/10/2018WRC02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A tender process for a main 
contractor to deliver the project to which the Deputy refers was recently carried out.  A Tender 
Report is currently being finalised.  Once this has been approved by my Department the project 
can proceed to construction.  My Department expects this to happen later this year.

Special Educational Needs Service Provision

11/10/2018WRC0220056. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if special needs as-
sistant support will be allocated to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41600/18]

11/10/2018WRC02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on the Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.
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SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA sup-
port will receive access to such support.  

By the end of this year, there will be a total of 15,000 Special Needs Assistants working in 
our schools, a 42% increase on 2011. 

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support on the grounds that Department policy was 
not met in accordance with Circular 0030/2014. 

Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school considers that the NCSE, in applying 
Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level of SNA support to the school to meet 
the care needs of the children concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2018/19, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE. 

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

11/10/2018WRC0240057. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appeal is war-
ranted in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41618/18]

11/10/2018WRC02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): If an individual applicant 
considers that s/he has been unjustly refused a student grant or that the rate of grant awarded is 
not the correct one, s/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI. 

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board within the required timeframe. 

Under Section 21(2) of the Student Support Act 2011 an applicant has 30 days, from the 
date of the Appeals Officer’s decision in the awarding authority, to submit her appeal to the 
Student Grant Appeals Board (Board). Under Section 21(3) of the Act the Board may extend 
this period by a further 30 days if it is satisfied that the applicant has given reasonable cause to 
do so. Please be advised that the Board does not have any discretion to extend the time period 
beyond that allowed for in the Act.

Students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for 
support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and com-
passionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to 
their financial circumstances. Information on the fund is available through the Access Officer 
in the third level institution attended. This fund is administered on a confidential, discretionary 
basis.
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School Curriculum

11/10/2018WRC0260058. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if students in 
education and training board schools will be in a position to opt out of the National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment, NCCA, religious education course following circular 0062/2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41619/18]

11/10/2018WRC0270059. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the provisions 
that will be made for students that opt out of the National Council for Curriculum and Assess-
ment, NCCA, religious education course in education and training board schools; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41620/18]

11/10/2018WRC02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 58 and 59 together.

Circular 0062/2018 provides clarification in respect of two key areas. The first key clari-
fication is that where a school intends to provide religious instruction/faith formation, parents 
must give consent before admission to the class. This means that withdrawal does not arise 
because the parent has requested a place in the religious instruction class. The other key clarifi-
cation is that classes following the NCCA Religious Education syllabus in ETB or Community 
schools cannot have any element of religious instruction or worship involved or forming any 
part of the class activity. This clear separation of religious instruction from the NCCA Religious 
Education syllabus has the effect of ensuring that withdrawal does not arise for students study-
ing the NCCA Religious Education syllabus.  

This is to ensure that the state’s Religious Education syllabus is not taught with any element 
of religious instruction or worship and that where religious instruction is provided, attendance 
is confined to those who request to attend.

This circular has no impact on a parent’s right, under section 30 of the Education Act 1998 
and the Constitution, to opt out of any subject which is contrary to the conscience of the parent 
of the student.

School Transport Provision

11/10/2018WRC0290060. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when transport will 
be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41621/18]

11/10/2018WRC03000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

In the 2017/18 school year over 117,000 children, including over 12,000 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at 
a total cost of almost €190 million in 2017.

A  school transport service for the child in question will commence on Monday, 15th Octo-
ber 2018.  Bus Éireann has contacted the family to inform them of the transport arrangements.

11/10/2018WRC03050Student Grant Scheme
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11/10/2018WRC0310061. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address a 
matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41622/18]

11/10/2018WRC03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The case to which the 
Deputy refers has been brought to the attention of SUSI by my officials. 

I understand that SUSI has reviewed this case and a revised decision will issue to the student 
in the coming days.

School Accommodation Provision

11/10/2018WRC0330062. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if further consider-
ation will be given to an application for additional permanent accommodation at a school (de-
tails supplied) in view of classrooms being overcrowded and a projected growth in enrolment; 
if this application will be progressed without further delay; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41652/18]

11/10/2018WRC03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the deputy 
that my Department has no record of receiving a recent application for additional accommoda-
tion from the school referred to. 

The school applied for additional accommodation in 2017 and my Department advised the 
school, at that time, that priority was being given to applications from schools where an ad-
ditional teacher was being appointed, that it was not possible to provide a grant to the school 
in question as the school’s enrolment did not warrant the appointment of an additional teacher.

Apprenticeship Data

11/10/2018WRC0350063. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated full-
year cost of ending apprenticeship fees; and if he will provide an overview of the annual bur-
sary that apprentices may receive. [41688/18]

11/10/2018WRC03600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
An Annual Student Contribution is levied on all students attending Institutes of Technology 
(IoTs).  Previously, this Annual Student Contribution was paid by FÁS/SOLAS with appren-
tices themselves paying the part of the contribution relating to examination fees. As part of 
Budget 2014, SOLAS ceased making payments to IoTs and apprentices pay the full pro rata 
Annual Student Contribution.

The amount charged to apprentices is calculated on a pro rata basis of the time which they 
spend in IoTs during the academic year. For craft apprenticeships, this cost would typically be 
one third of the €3,000 Annual Student Contribution paid by students attending for the full aca-
demic year and so amounts to approximately €1,000 per apprentice per period spent in the IoT.  

The cost of not charging the Annual Student Contribution is estimated to be €4.2 million in 
2018, although there are no plans to abolish the Annual Student Contribution for apprentices.

SOLAS offers a bursary of €2,666.44 to eligible employers, rather than the apprentices 
themselves, to encourage them to employ female apprentices in one of the craft apprentice-
ships. The bursary applies by the relevant Education and Training Board at a rate of €95.23 per 
week for 28 weeks as a contribution towards the apprentice’s salary and other costs.  It is paid 
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in two instalments, the first on completion of phase 1 of an apprenticeship and the second dur-
ing phase 3 when the apprentice completes the balance of the 28 applicable weeks with their 
employer.

11/10/2018WRC03650Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/10/2018WRC0370064. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appeal 
can be facilitated in respect of the refusal of a higher education grant in the case of a person 
(details supplied) who has been assessed as benefiting from their parents income, who is not 
supported by their parents and who lives in another jurisdiction; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41709/18]

11/10/2018WRC03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): For student grant purposes, 
students are categorised according to their circumstances either as an independent student or a 
dependent student.  

An applicant’s class is defined at his/her first point of entry or re-entry to an approved course 
and will continue for the duration of his/her studies.

In order to be classified as an independent applicant a student must:

- Be over 23 years of age on the first of January of the year in which s/he enters or re-enters 
an approved PLC or higher education course, and

- Not ordinarily reside with his/her parent(s) from October of the year before the first point 
of entry or re-entry to an approved higher education course.

If an individual applicant considers that s/he has been unjustly refused a student grant or that 
the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, s/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board within the required timeframe.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/10/2018WRC0390065. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status in 
respect of an application for a higher education grant for study in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41711/18]

11/10/2018WRC04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As part of a comprehensive 
customer service and communications strategy provided by Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues are open to applicants to receive the information 
they need, a dedicated email and phone line service is provided by SUSI for Oireachtas mem-
bers. This was established to meet an identified need for applicants who choose to engage the 
assistance of their public representatives in making enquiries about their grant applications.

This service complements the established channels provided by SUSI which include online 
application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone helpdesk, email and social media, includ-
ing Facebook and Twitter. 
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Enquiries may be emailed direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie. Staff in SUSI are respond-
ing to email queries within a matter of days.

DEIS Applications

11/10/2018WRC0410066. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to a Topi-
cal Issue debate and previous parliamentary questions, if an application by a school (details 
supplied) will be approved without further delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41736/18]

11/10/2018WRC04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that schools are not required to make an application for inclusion in the DEIS programme, as all 
schools both Primary and Post Primary are assessed using a new uniform identification model.

As previously referenced in the Topical Issue Debate, the DEIS identification process uses 
data from a number of sources to improve accuracy regarding the socio-demographic profile of 
schools resulting from the new identification model. This will have an impact not only on the 
assessment of schools for inclusion in the programme but also on the scaling of resources to 
allow for more graduated levels of support.  This in turn allows for the ultimate objective of 
allocating resources to best meet the identified need of individual schools.

In order to achieve this, the current identification model needs to be as accurate as possible 
and this will be facilitated by the use of Eircode to ensure correct inputting of addresses. Further 
analysis is also required to examine other variables known to be strong predictors of educa-
tional disadvantage in the context of resource allocation.  

In order to ensure the quality of the address data and conduct further analysis, it has been 
decided to conduct further quality assurance on the model before extending these envisaged 
uses of the model. Therefore, it is not intended to extend the DEIS programme to any further 
schools until this work is complete.

Equal Opportunities Employment

11/10/2018WRC0430067. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if consideration 
has been given to the fact that funding for the pilot phase of the employer disability information 
service is due to end on 31 December 2018; his plans to extend funding for this service beyond 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41587/18]

11/10/2018WRC04400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The Comprehensive Employment Strategy for Persons with Disabilities is a ten year strategy to 
improve employment opportunities and work participation levels for persons with disabilities. 
Included in the Strategy’s six key priorities is a commitment to engaging employers to support 
the achievement of this goal.

Following the publication of the Strategy in 2015, responsibility for implementing “Strate-
gic Priority 6 - Engage Employers” was assigned to the National Disability Authority (NDA). 
The NDA developed a three year pilot project which included the following actions:

- Develop a national employer peer support network

- Produce new guidance for employers
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- Investigate establishment of an employer helpline.

The Employer Disability Information Service is the mechanism that the NDA established to 
deliver these actions. 

The service comprises:

- A helpline aimed at providing advice and information to employers on employment of 
people with disabilities;

- A central web-based information resource incorporating guidance and an FAQ section, 
which is kept up to date

- Using the mainstream channels of the participating organisations to disseminate informa-
tion on the service and on matters relating to employment of people with disabilities

- Development of networks and fora for employers to share experiences and good practice

The service is managed by a consortium of employer organisations i.e. Chambers Ireland, 
IBEC and ISME. 

The pilot phase of the project is currently in its final year, and a review of the EDI Service 
is currently underway. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, pending the outcome of this review it is not yet possible to 
indicate the precise plans for the operation of EDI beyond 2018. It is expected that a decision 
in respect of this will be made in due course.

Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal Applications

11/10/2018WRD0020068. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeframe 
for processing an application to the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal by a person (de-
tails supplied); and the process involved. [41590/18]

11/10/2018WRD00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will 
be aware, the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal administers the Scheme of Compensa-
tion for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted. Under the Terms of the Scheme, the Tribunal is 
entirely independent in considering applications made under the Scheme.  Therefore, you will 
appreciate that in these circumstances, I cannot comment on individual cases.

As I outlined to the Deputy in my response to his questions 821 and 822 of the 24 July 2018, 
it is not possible to provide an average length of time to settle each claim as it varies depend-
ing on the circumstances of each case.  While applications are processed with the minimum of 
formality compared to court proceedings where compensation is being claimed under the Civil 
Liability Acts, in making their decisions Tribunal Members must be satisfied that all supporting 
documentation submitted is in order.  In some cases there can be delays pending the availability 
of all required documentation and some cases are complex in terms of medical conditions being 
assessed.

Child Abuse

11/10/2018WRD0040069. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on a 
matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41595/18]
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11/10/2018WRD00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I would like to assure 
the Deputy that this Government is deeply committed to addressing child sexual abuse. It is 
imperative that the legislation around these offences protects the most vulnerable members of 
society from serious harm and legislation is consistently being reviewed in this area to ensure 
that our laws offer the best protections for citizens.

The Government last year enacted the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017, a wide-
ranging piece of legislation which significantly enhanced laws to combat the sexual exploita-
tion and sexual abuse of children.  Among the provisions of the 2017 Act are measures to sig-
nificantly strengthen the existing criminal law in combating child exploitation and, in particular, 
address the use of modern communication technologies as a tool, which may lead to child 
sexual exploitation. Specific offences have been provided for to target the recognised steps in 
what is often a gradual process of grooming a victim. 

Convicted sex offenders are subject to monitoring and supervision in the community through 
the Garda Síochána and the Probation Service. The Sex Offenders Act 2001 provides for the 
monitoring of convicted sex offenders in the community. Under the 2001 Act a person who has 
been convicted of a sexual offence must notify the Garda Síochána of their name and address 
within seven days. The 2001 Act also provides for sex offenders orders where the court can 
prohibit a convicted sex offender from doing things with a view to protecting the public from 
harm. I intend to bring to Government shortly a Sex Offenders (Amendment) Bill which will 
strengthen the monitoring of sex offenders in the community, including reducing the notifica-
tion period from seven to three days.

In addition, the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) (Amendment) Bill 2018, which completed 
Second Stage debate in this House just last week, will provide for presumptive minimum sen-
tencing for repeat sex offenders. 

The Government is committed to ensuring an adequate and robust legislative basis to ensure 
sexual offences are dealt with appropriately and that the public are protected from harm.

Garda Resources

11/10/2018WRD0060070. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of com-
munity gardaí attached to the Galway division of An Garda Síochána; and the stations each is 
attached to. [41608/18]

11/10/2018WRD00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources.

Community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána. It provides a means of recognis-
ing that every community – both urban and rural – has its own concerns and expectations. That 
is why it is important to recognise that the role of a community Garda is not a specialist role in 
An Garda Síochána; rather it is the case that all Gardaí have a role to play in community polic-
ing in carrying out their duties. The official categorisation as a Community Garda simply refers 
to those who are exclusively assigned to building relationships with local communities and 
civil society including giving talks to schools, community groups and others. It is a matter for 
the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the optimum distribution of duties among the 



11 October 2018

39

personnel available to him or her having regard to the profile of the area and its specific needs.

The information in relation to the number of Community Gardaí attached to the Galway Di-
vision by Station as of 31 August 2018, the latest date for which figures are currently available 
as provided by the Garda Commissioner, is as set out in the following table.

Number of Community Gardaí assigned to the Galway Division by Station as of 31 Au-
gust 2018.

STATION TOTAL
Galway 13
Ballinasloe 0
Órán Mór 1
Maigh Cuilinn 0
Salthill 1
Loughrea 0
Tuam 0
Total 15
For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

11/10/2018WRD00750Immigration Data

11/10/2018WRD0080071. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of fami-
lies residing in a hotel (details supplied) that have leave to remain; and the number of adults and 
children, respectively, in these families. [41625/18]

11/10/2018WRD00900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
A total of 65 persons resident in the centre concerned currently have leave to remain in Ireland.  

This total consists of 17 single adults and 13 family units comprising of a total of 17 adults 
and 31 children.

Direct Provision Data

11/10/2018WRD0100072. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the direct provision 
centres that have recently closed or are due to close before the end of 2018; the reason each of 
these centres closed or is due to close; the name of the company and or person that RIA had the 
contract for the provision of services at these centres; if RIA expects further closures or non-
renewals of contracts into the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41626/18]

11/10/2018WRD01100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
To date in 2018, two Accommodation Centres for persons in the protection process have closed. 
Georgian Court, Gardiner Street, Dublin 1 closed in February 2018 and Watergate House, Dub-
lin 8 closed in June 2018. The Contractor for Georgian Court  was Old George Limited and 
the Contractor for Watergate House was Maison Builders Limited. In both cases, the contracts 
reached the end of the relevant contractual period.

The Department has been informed by the Contractor for the Towers Accommodation Cen-
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tre in Clondalkin, Dublin 22 by letter received on the 3rd October 2018 that they will not be 
seeking to renew the contract which expires in December 2018. The Deputy will appreciate that 
discussions between the contractor and Officials from the Department are on-going with the 
welfare of the residents at the centre of those discussions.

My Department is not aware of any other centres that plan to close.  Equally it is not aware 
of any centres that plan either not to seek a renewal of their contract or to compete in a public 
procurement competition to provide accommodation and ancillary services to persons in the 
protection process.

Garda Data

11/10/2018WRD0120073. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the dates and meetings 
he or his officials have had with An Garda Síochána regarding concerns he or his officials have 
regarding the statistics and-or information An Garda Síochána has been providing to the Central 
Statistics Office; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41632/18]

11/10/2018WRD01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the subject of statistics, particularly in relation to the official recorded crime statistics, 
is something that is being given considerable and on-going attention by the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), An Garda Síochána and the Policing Authority. Officials from my Department 
are also monitoring the progress being made on this particular body of work to ensure that the 
crime statistics return to the higher standard expected by the CSO as soon as possible.

To be of assistance to the Deputy, I have instructed my officials to collate the information 
being sought and I will contact you again when this information is to hand.

Legal Aid Service Data

11/10/2018WRD0140074. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the waiting times for 
persons to receive free legal aid in each of the law centres throughout the country; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41651/18]

11/10/2018WRD01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The provision of civil 
legal aid in the State is delivered by the Legal Aid Board pursuant to the Civil Legal Aid Act 
1995 and the Civil Legal Aid Regulations 1996 to 2017. 

There are significant demands on the Board and I am conscious that this gives rise to waiting 
times for certain services at most of the Board’s law centres.  However, waiting times have been 
reduced over the last number of years due to measures introduced by the Board.

The Board is extremely conscious that delays in service can lead to difficulties not just for 
the client but also for the wider community, as well as the courts system.  In this regard, certain 
matters are dealt with as priority matters which means they receive the next available appoint-
ment at the law centre. Such matters include domestic violence, child abduction, child care, and 
asylum and related matters.  In addition, the Board refers the vast majority of applications relat-
ing to private District Court remedies, for example maintenance, custody, access and guardian-
ship, to private solicitors on its panels.  

All other applications are placed on the waiting list.  I can advise the Deputy that details 
of the waiting times in each law centre are published on a regular basis by the Board on their 
website https://www.legalaidboard.ie/en/Our-Services/Legal-Aid-Services/Waiting-times/.
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Garda Stations

11/10/2018WRD0160075. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to provide funding for a new Garda station (details supplied) as committed to by a previous 
Government ten years ago. [41653/18]

11/10/2018WRD01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is progressed 
by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works (OPW), 
which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  As Min-
ister, I have no role in these matters.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that in 2008 a potential site for the development of 
a new Garda Station in the location referred to by the Deputy had been identified by the OPW. 
However, I have been informed that the site was not acquired.  I am further informed that in 
the circumstances that no alternative site was then available, An Garda Síochána requested the 
OPW to carry out alternative works, namely a modular extension and internal refurbishment, 
rewiring and accessibility works at the existing station in the location referred to by the Deputy.  
These works were completed in mid-2010 at a cost of approximately €92,000. l am informed 
that in 2017, a further €11,850 was spent on additional minor works at the station in question.

Regarding the current position, I have been advised by the Garda authorities that a Health 
and Safety assessment has been carried out on the station in question by the Regional Safety 
Advisor and that local Garda management are currently examining the issues identified, with a 
view to prioritising works required at the station.

11/10/2018WRD01750Direct Provision Data

11/10/2018WRD0180076. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of a direct 
provision hostel (details supplied) in each year since it opened; the number of adults and chil-
dren, respectively resident at the hostel on 1 September in each year since the hostel opened; 
the number of inspections carried out by Departmental staff or other State agencies or bodies 
in each year since the hostel opened; the number of adults and children, respectively deported 
while resident at the hostel in each year since the hostel was opened in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41666/18]

11/10/2018WRD01900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The following table provides a detailed breakdown of the start and end dates and the value of 
each contract pertaining to the premises in question.  Contracts are not generally made for pe-
riods matching a calendar year and can span a number of years or simply a number of months. 
The table reflects this.

The Deputy will also note that the table shows all information from 2006, when the centre 
was first contracted as an accommodation centre, up to the end of 2015 (excluding the last two 
full calendar years, i.e., 2016 and 2017).  In fulfilling its general accommodation responsibili-
ties, the RIA does not lease or rent premises from commercial contractors.  Rather, it contracts-
in a comprehensive range of services and facilities, which include accommodation, housekeep-
ing, etc., for a fixed sum over the period of the contract.  RIA endeavours to achieve the best 
value for money in relation to these contracts, in respect of which negotiations can take place 
with a number of commercial entities.  

As RIA is currently moving to the phased introduction of public tendering, it is therefore 
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not in the best interests of the taxpayer that current details of individual contracts are generally 
made known.  To compile or release such current detailed financial information could nega-
tively affect the competitive position of the State in their discussions with parties who are, or 
who may be in the future, engaged in negotiations with the RIA. This is in accordance with 
the Reception & Integration Agency’s policy on disclosure of financial information which was 
agreed with the Office of the information Commissioner.  

Contract Start Contract Finish  VALUE (to end 
2015)

Capacity

10/10/2006 31/03/2009 €7,993,500 50 - 250
01/04/2009 08/08/2011 €7,420,500 250
09/08/2011 24/12/2012 €4,347,000 250
25/12/2012 23/06/2014 €3,931,200 225
24/06/2014 07/12/2015 €3,830,400 225
It is important to note that each of these contracts require contractor to provide full bed and 

board and lodgings (including laundry services, WIFI facilities etc) for all persons in the protec-
tion process resident at the relevant centre. 

The number of adults and children in the centre on 1 September each year is not available.  
The Department does, however, maintain a snapshot of such detail at 31 December of each year.  
The information is published in the Annual Reports of the Reception & Integration Agency 
(RIA) of the Department (also available in respect of other centres at www.ria.gov.ie).  Please 
note that the RIA Annual Reports were first published in 2007 and information in relation to 
2006 is not available.

The following table outlines the number of adults and children in the centre on 31 December 
for the years 2007 to 2017.

Year  Adults  Children  Total
 2007  137  94  231
 2008  168  74  242
 2009  116  80  196
 2010  120  73  193
 2011  138  87  225
 2012  132  93  225
 2013  120  89  209
 2014  116  86  202
 2015  126  80  206
 2016  119  78  197
 2017  104  68  172
 2018 (@ 
07/10/2018)

 157  91  248

The number of inspections carried out at this centre in each year was as follows:

Year            Total No. of Inspections

2006   0 (centre opened in October)

2007   1

2008   2
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2009   3

2010   2

2011   3

2012   2

2013   3

2014   4

2015   1

2016   3

2017   3

2018   2 (to date)

In relation to the Deputy’s question about persons deported each year while residing in a 
specified State provided accommodation centre, the position is that deportation related records 
are not maintained by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of the Depart-
ment in a manner such as would allow the figures for such deportations to be disaggregated 
from the figures for all deportation orders effected in the relevant year.

Direct Provision Data

11/10/2018WRD0200077. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of adults 
and children residing in a direct provision hostel (details supplied); when the attention of his 
Department and RIA was drawn to the fact that the operator of this centre would not be renew-
ing their contract; his plans and the plans RIA has in place to secure accommodation for all of 
the residents of the centre including those with leave to remain but unable to secure alternative 
accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41667/18]

11/10/2018WRD02100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
There are currently 157 adults and 91 children resident in the centre in question. A total of 65 
persons resident in the centre currently have leave to remain in Ireland. 

The Department has been informed by the contractor for the centre by letter received on the 
3rd October 2018 that they will not be seeking to renew the contract which expires in December 
2018. The Deputy will appreciate that discussions between the contractor and officials from the 
Department are on-going with the welfare of the residents at the centre of those discussions.

As part of a wider scheme to seek additional accommodation for those in the internation-
al protection process, a public procurement competition for premises within 40km of New-
bridge was advertised on the 16th September 2018 with a closing date of the 17th October 
2018. Clondalkin is within 40km of Newbridge.

The Department also provides funding to NGOs and works with the Department of Hous-
ing, Planning and Local Government on the issue of accommodation. In particular, funding was 
granted to the Jesuit Refugee Service under the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund Ire-
land 2017 - 2019 for the PATHS project (Providing Asylum-seekers in Transition with Housing 
and Support) which assists long-term residents with status to exit the Accommodation Centre 
in Clondalkin. In addition, funding has been granted to South Dublin County Partnership for 
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a two year housing and integration programme of which a key part is assisting residents of the 
Towers Centre who have their status to access housing supports.

Immigration Status

11/10/2018WRD0220078. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which a person (details supplied) can be facilitated in their quest for an update of stamp 4 in 
view of the fact that their homeland passport has already been deemed to be false, even though 
it is their original passport obtained in their homeland and that recent experience of their home-
land authorities is unco-operative; if other steps can be taken by the family; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41694/18]

11/10/2018WRD02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an undertaking has been 
made to issue a final decision to the person concerned within 15 working days. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

11/10/2018WRD0240079. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the expected 
residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) who has been here since 2000 includ-
ing long periods covered by a work permit; if they qualify for long-term residency with entitle-
ment to continue in employment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41695/18]

11/10/2018WRD02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it wrote to the person 
concerned on 8 October, 2018 requesting further information and documentation.  I understand 
that INIS will give full consideration to the person’s request for permission to reside in this 
State upon receipt of a response from the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/10/2018WRD02550Deportation Orders Re-examination

11/10/2018WRD0260080. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a refoule-
ment application in the case of a person (details supplied) can be accepted thereby preventing 
deportation to their homeland in which there is incontrovertible evidence to the effect that their 
return there puts their life in danger and also taking into account that they are in a permanent 
relationship here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41698/18]
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11/10/2018WRD02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person referred to is the 
subject of a Deportation Order made on 11 March 2005.

As previously advised, representations were received on behalf of the person concerned 
pursuant to Section 3 (11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), to revoke the Deporta-
tion Order.  Following the consideration of those representations, a decision was taken in July 
2018 that the Deportation Order should be affirmed and this decision was communicated to the 
person concerned by registered post dated 16 July 2018.  

It is open to the person concerned to submit further representations requesting that the De-
portation Order be revoked, pursuant to Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amend-
ed).  However, I wish to make clear that such an application would require substantial grounds 
to be successful.  

The Deputy might wish to note that the effect of a Deportation Order is that the person 
named on the Order is legally obliged to leave the State and to remain outside of the State.  The 
enforcement of the Deportation Order in this case is now an operational matter for the Garda 
National Immigration Bureau.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Naturalisation Applications

11/10/2018WRD0280081. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person (de-
tails supplied) can be facilitated in their quest for naturalisation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41699/18]

11/10/2018WRD02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 

A letter issued to the person concerned on 1 October 2018 requesting certain documentation 
and a reply is awaited.  Upon receipt of the requested documentation the case will be further 
processed. I am unable to comment on any possible applications by siblings of the applicant 
given the limited information supplied by the Deputy.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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Residency Permits

11/10/2018WRD0300082. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which a stamp 4 work permit may be made available in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41700/18]

11/10/2018WRD03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it has no record of a re-
quest from the person concerned for permission to reside in the State on Stamp 4 conditions.  I 
am further advised that correspondence issued to the individual’s legal representative on 28 
August, 2018, granting the person concerned permission to reside in the State under Stamp 3 
conditions for one year.

It is open to the person concerned may write Unit 2, Domestic Residence and Permissions 
Division, INIS, 13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2  in relation to a request for permission to reside 
in this State on Stamp 4 conditions.  Any such request will be given detailed consideration by 
INIS upon receipt of the relevant information and documentary evidence from the individual 
concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

11/10/2018WRD0320083. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to facilitate an application for regularisation of residency by a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41701/18]

11/10/2018WRD03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that correspondence issued 
to the legal representative of the person concerned on 28 August, 2018, granting the person 
concerned permission to reside in the State under Stamp 1 conditions for one year.

Should the person concerned wish for this correspondence to be reissued they may write to 
Unit 2, Domestic Residence and Permissions Division, Irish Naturalisation and Immigration 
Service 13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2 to request this.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

11/10/2018WRD0340084. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when residency 
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status will be granted in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41702/18]

11/10/2018WRD03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a request for permission 
to reside in this State was received from the person concerned on 3 October, 2018. A response 
issued to the person concerned on the same date seeking further information and documenta-
tion. I understand that INIS will give full consideration to the person’s request for permission 
to reside in this State upon receipt of a response.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Immigration Status

11/10/2018WRD0360085. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when regula-
risation of residency will be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41703/18]

11/10/2018WRD03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it would appear the per-
son’s presence in the State may be unlawful as their most recent permission to remain in the 
State expired in November, 2016.

The Deputy will appreciate that, under the relevant provisions of the Immigration Act, 
2004, a non-national may not be in the State other than within the terms of a permission from 
the Minister for Justice and Equality.  In order to allow for a full examination of the person’s cir-
cumstances, the person concerned should write to Unit 2, Domestic Residence and Permissions 
Division, INIS, 13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2 and provide a detailed account and documentary 
evidence of their personal circumstances since the expiration of their permission to reside in 
this State.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Deportation Orders Re-examination

11/10/2018WRD0380086. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the order to 
deport in the case of a person (details supplied) can be set aside in view of the nature of the case 
and particularly while ongoing policy determinations arising from the High Court decision are 
being considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41707/18]

11/10/2018WRD03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
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Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, following the action 
taken by the person concerned on 4th October, 2018, the conditions have now been created un-
der which the relevant Deportation Order can be revoked. I am further advised that this Order 
will be formally revoked within the next two weeks. Once this process has been completed, the 
person concerned will be notified in writing.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

11/10/2018WRD0400087. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the availabil-
ity of a stamp 4 extended residency in the case of a person (details supplied) who has lived 
here on foot of a work permit for several years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41710/18]

11/10/2018WRD04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned. 

 These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.    

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Foreign Direct Investment

11/10/2018WRD0420088. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of foreign company visits per region in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018; the volume of 
visits in each region by location; if those locations were privately owned or State owned; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [41605/18]

11/10/2018WRD04300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): IDA 
Ireland continues to highlight the benefits of expanding or locating in all counties to its client 
base. It is important to remember, however, that the final decision as to where to invest always 
rests with the company concerned. It is also the case that site visit activity does not necessarily 
reflect investment potential, as almost 70% of all new foreign direct investment comes from 
existing IDA Ireland client companies.

Site visits are collated by the IDA on a county-by-county basis only and are released every 
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quarter. Information on the number of site visits per month to specific locations is therefore un-
available.

The following table sets out the number of IDA Ireland site visits to each county in 2016, 
2017 and the first two quarters of 2018. Figures for the third quarter of this year will be com-
piled at the end of October.

County 2016 2017 Q1 2018 Q2  2018
Dublin 284 327 69 72
Kildare 8 10 4 0
Meath 8 3 1 3
Wicklow 5 2 0 1
Laois 6 4 4 2
Longford 6 7 0 0
Offaly 4 5 0 1
Westmeath 36 42 3 9
Clare 18 22 4 3
Limerick 49 42 8 7
Tipperary 8 8 1 1
Cavan 2 2 0 1
Louth 24 22 6 6
Monaghan 2 1 0 1
Donegal 7 2 0 3
Leitrim 8 5 2 3
Sligo 20 18 5 3
Carlow 9 8 1 2
Kilkenny 10 6 0 2
Waterford 17 11 5 9
Wexford 7 3 0 1
Cork 49 51 10 14
Kerry 3 9 0 5
Galway 42 62 10 20
Mayo 5 7 2 2
Roscommon 1 3 0 1
Total 638 682 135 172

Legislative Programme

11/10/2018WRD0440089. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
Bills under her remit that are expected to undergo pre-legislative scrutiny in the autumn session; 
and the Bills that will be taken at second stage in the Houses of the Oireachtas. [41689/18]

11/10/2018WRD04500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): It 
is anticipated that the following Bills will be submitted to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Business, Enterprise and Innovation in the Autumn session for consideration for pre-legislative 
scrutiny:

- Companies (Corporate Enforcement Authority) Bill 2018 (subject to Government approv-
al of the general scheme of the Bill);
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- Companies (Amendment) Bill 2018;

-  Industrial Development (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill

Subject to the decision of the Joint Committee with respect to pre-legislative scrutiny, draft-
ing and parliamentary time, the Companies (Corporate Enforcement Authority) Bill 2018 and 
the Companies (Amendment) Bill 2018 could be ready for second stage during the Autumn 
session.

It is also expected that the Industrial Relations (Amendment) Bill and the Unfair Contract 
Terms (Gift Vouchers) Bill 2018 will be taken at second stage during the Autumn session.

Capital Expenditure Programme

11/10/2018WRD0460090. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
capital spend to date in 2018, including the capital carry-over from 2017 by subhead; the provi-
sion under each subhead, including the capital carry-over from 2017 provided for in the Revised 
Estimates Volume for 2018; the details of overspends or underspends under each subhead; the 
action to be taken to deal with them; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41690/18]

11/10/2018WRD04700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
following Table sets out Subhead by Subhead my Department’s capital allocations for 2017 and 
2018, the 2017 actual capital spend together with the expenditure position in 2018 as at the end 
of September. 

I wish to confirm that my Department did not carryover any capital monies from 2017 into 
2018. I would also advise the Deputy that my Department did have a technical Supplementary 
Estimate in 2017 which allowed for the redistribution of capital and current savings to a num-
ber of other priorities in 2017, including funding the Brexit Working Capital Scheme.  The 
2017 outturn figures as set out in the Table reflect the capital expenditure position following 
the technical Supplementary. Insofar as the expenditure position in 2018 is concerned, whilst 
capital spending is somewhat behind profile it is too early at this stage to say definitively what 
the likely end of year position will be. 

Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation 2017 and 2018 Capital Alloca-
tions, 2017 Outturn and 2018 Spend to end Sept

- Subhead 
Description

2017Capi-
talAlloca-
tion(€,000)

2017Outturn 
(€,000)

2018Capi-
talAlloca-
tion(€,000)

2018 Expen-
diture end 
Sept.(€,000)

Programme 
A – Jobs & 
Enterprise 
Development

A.4 InterTrade 
Ireland

5,695 5,695 5,695 4,603

A.5 IDA Ireland 137,000 134,000 132,000 47,500
A.6 NSAI 500 408 500 193
A.7 Enterprise 

Ireland
63,000 33,000 63,000 13,000
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- Subhead 
Description

2017Capi-
talAlloca-
tion(€,000)

2017Outturn 
(€,000)

2018Capi-
talAlloca-
tion(€,000)

2018 Expen-
diture end 
Sept.(€,000)

A.8 Local Enter-
prise Devel-
opment

22,500 22,435 22,500 16,947

A.9 Temporary 
Partial Credit 
Guarantee 
Scheme 

500 871 500 499

A.10 INTERREG 
Enterprise 
Development

3,000 1,426 3,000 603

Programme 
B – Innova-
tion 

B.4 S & T Pro-
grammes

289,000 302,000 293,250 167,427

B.5 Programme 
for Research 
in Third Lev-
el Institutions 
(PRTLI)

14,400 26,400 14,300 13,750

B.6 Subscriptions 
to Interna-
tional Or-
ganisations

19,405 20,298 20,255 15,886

Total 555,000 546,533 555,000 280,408

Work Permits Eligibility

11/10/2018WRD0480091. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if persons (details supplied) qualify for a work permit in view of their long employment history 
here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41696/18]

11/10/2018WRD04900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Employment Permits Section of my Department inform me that it has no record of any ap-
plication for an employment permit for the above named people (details supplied). 

 In order to work in Ireland a non-EEA National, unless they are exempted, must hold a 
valid Employment Permit. The Employment Permits Section of my Department administers the 
Employment Permits system.  All applications for employment permits are processed in line 
with the Employment Permits Acts and associated Regulations which lay down in legislation 
the criteria in relation to the application, grant and refusal of an employment permit.

In order to apply for an employment permit a non-EEA national must have a secured a job 
offer for an eligible occupation from an Irish registered employer.

Details on how to apply for an employment permit are available on our website at the fol-
lowing link - https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Workplace-and-Skills/Employment-Permits/
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My officials have produced a comprehensive Frequently Asked Question document cover-
ing all aspects of the Employment Permits regime which is available here - https://dbei.gov.
ie/en/What-We-Do/Workplace-and-Skills/Employment-Permits/FAQs/Employment-Permits-
FAQs-2018.pdf

Finally, it should be noted that my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, has re-
sponsibility for issuing immigration permissions and visas.

Mental Health Services Staff

11/10/2018WRD0500092. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if the recent vacant psychiatrist posi-
tion (details supplied) in County Wexford has been advertised; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41543/18]

11/10/2018WRD05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

Psychological Services

11/10/2018WRD0520093. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) will 
receive a psychology appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41550/18]

11/10/2018WRD05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

General Practitioner Training

11/10/2018WRE0020094. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of general practitioners 
nationally and in counties Longford and Westmeath that have received PREPARED demen-
tia training; his plans to extend this further; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41551/18]

11/10/2018WRE00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for it to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

National Dementia Strategy

11/10/2018WRE0040095. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of dementia nurse advis-
ers in place nationally; if funds were provided to an organisation (details supplied) to provide 
such nurse advisers; his plans to recruit nurse advisors covering counties Longford and West-
meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41552/18]

11/10/2018WRE00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): In order to meet 
the challenges faced by people with dementia, the Irish National Dementia Strategy was 
launched in December 2014. The Strategy aims to improve dementia care to allow people with 
dementia to live well for as long as possible and to deliver improved services and supports. The 
Strategy contains 35 priority and additional actions and its implementation is being led by the 
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National Dementia Office in the HSE. The office has made substantial progress towards devel-
oping evidence-based care pathways for people with dementia and progress to date, as well as 
future plans, is recorded in the mid-term review of the Strategy’s implementation, which was 
published in May this year. Plans are progressing to further implement the Dementia Strategy 
through the National Dementia Office, including in the area of diagnosis, post-diagnostic sup-
ports and care pathways. The National Dementia Strategy calls for the HSE to consider the 
provision of dementia advisers, based on the experience of demonstrator sites. 

At present, there are nine dementia advisers across the country; eight of these are hired by 
the Alzheimer Society of Ireland. The HSE has contributed €400,000 in each of 2017 and 2018 
towards the service.

An evaluation of the Dementia Adviser Service was published on 26th September. and rec-
ommends the continuation and expansion of the service to ensure equity of access countrywide. 
I welcome the positive results of the evaluation and will continue to work to improve service 
delivery for people with dementia. 

The level of funding available for the Department of Health in 2019 and the quantum of 
services to be provided by the HSE will be considered as part of the national Estimates and 
budgetary process and National Service Planning.

11/10/2018WRE00550Cancer Incidence

11/10/2018WRE0060096. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the rates of cervical cancer 
in those under 25 years of age diagnosed here in each of the years 2007 to 2017; if the cancers 
related to HPV 16 and 18; the actual numbers between 2007 and 2017; the evidence the vaccine 
will prevent cancer in those under 25 years of age without pap screening; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41554/18]

11/10/2018WRE00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Data from the National Cancer Registry set 
out in the following table shows the number of cervical cancer cases diagnosed in females un-
der 25 years of age per year and the rate per 100,000 females per year between 2007 and 2016 
(latest finalised figures) inclusive. 

Incidence of cervical cancer in those under 25 years of age: 

Year Number of Cases Number of cases per 
100,000 females

2007 6 0.79 
2008 1 0.13 
2009 3 0.38 
2010 3 0.39 
2011 1 0.13 
2012 1 0.13 
2013 2 0.26 
2014 5 0.65 
2015 2 0.26 
2016 2 0.26 
While data is not available on the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) status of these cases, 99% 

of cervical cancers are caused by persistent infection of certain high risk HPV types. 
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HPV immunisation is a very important part of our childhood immunisation programmes as 
it protects women from developing cervical cancer later in their lives.

Vaccination Programme

11/10/2018WRE0080097. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason a certain slogan 
(details supplied) is used to market HPV vaccines; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41555/18]

11/10/2018WRE00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to remarks made 
by the head of the Health Service Executive’s National Immunisation Office and relates to the 
functions of that office, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

Home Care Packages Provision

11/10/2018WRE0100098. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if the homecare package hours 
awarded to a person (details supplied) will be increased; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [41556/18]

11/10/2018WRE01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

Home Help Service Provision

11/10/2018WRE0120099. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for urgent home help in the case of a person (details supplied); 
if all efforts will be made to ensure that home help assistance is provided in the near future; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41562/18]

11/10/2018WRE01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

Mental Health Services Expenditure

11/10/2018WRE01400100. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the cost to provide a psychiatrist 
travelling from County Galway to County Wexford each weekend (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41566/18]

11/10/2018WRE01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

Medicinal Products Availability
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11/10/2018WRE01600101. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) will be able to access the drug Hydrocortisone; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41569/18]

11/10/2018WRE01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials in my Department have sought 
clarification from the Deputy and on receipt of same I will arrange for a reply to issue.

11/10/2018WRE01750Medicinal Products Availability

11/10/2018WRE01800102. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding the Gardasil vaccine. [41570/18]

11/10/2018WRE01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information that the Deputy seeks with 
regard to the Gardasil vaccine is not held by my Department.  Therefore, I have asked the 
Health Products Regulatory Authority to investigate the matter and reply directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists

11/10/2018WRE02000103. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
on the waiting list for scoliosis surgery in Merlin Park Hospital, County Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41571/18]

11/10/2018WRE02100104. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
that had scoliosis surgery in Merlin Park Hospital, County Galway in 2016, 2017 and to date in 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41572/18]

11/10/2018WRE02200105. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if there were no surgeries 
carried out on persons awaiting surgery for scoliosis, the reason therefor; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41573/18]

11/10/2018WRE02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 103 to 105, 
inclusive, together.

The Saolta Hospital Group has advised that scoliosis surgery is currently carried out at Uni-
versity Hospital Galway (UHG). To date this year UHG has carried out one scoliosis surgery 
and there are currently seven patients awaiting scoliosis surgery at UHG. 

There were no procedures carried out in 2017 and ten were carried out in 2016.

The Saolta Hospital Group advises that the waiting list for spinal surgery is a priority for 
UHG and work is ongoing to ensure that arrangements are in place in order to facilitate the level 
of complexity involved in relation to spinal surgery for patients with scoliosis.   

At present, UHG has limited capacity to undertake elective spinal procedures but is actively 
working on developing the elements required to support the service including inpatient beds, 
high end equipment, theatre capacity, and staffing from within existing resources.

Services for People with Disabilities

11/10/2018WRE02400106. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41581/18]
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11/10/2018WRE02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services

11/10/2018WRE02600107. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the way in which the HSE can make 
a decision to refuse a person (details supplied) a top-up in relation to taking up a room in a facil-
ity (details supplied). [41582/18]

11/10/2018WRE02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

Home Care Packages Provision

11/10/2018WRE02800108. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health when a homecare package 
will be approved for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41585/18]

11/10/2018WRE02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

Services for People with Disabilities

11/10/2018WRE03000109. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of residential care 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41586/18]

11/10/2018WRE03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Pre-Hospital Emergency Care
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11/10/2018WRE03200110. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) in relation to life-saving medications; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41588/18]

11/10/2018WRE03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council 
(PHECC) is an independent statutory body with responsibility for professional regulation in the 
area of pre-hospital emergency care, including the recognition of professional qualifications.  

Accordingly, the Deputy’s query has been referred to PHECC for direct response.

Medical Card Applications

11/10/2018WRE03400111. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical card has 
not issued to a person (details supplied). [41591/18]

11/10/2018WRE03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

Services for People with Disabilities

11/10/2018WRE03600112. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an assessment of needs will 
scheduled in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41599/18]

11/10/2018WRE03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Vaccination Programme

11/10/2018WRE03800113. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend the age 
range for the HPV vaccine in view of FDA approval to extend the age in the United States of 
America for men and women aged 27 to 45 years of age due to supporting medical evidence it 
continues to be effective in preventing cervical cancer and other illnesses at upper age ranges; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41604/18]

11/10/2018WRE03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The immunisation programme in Ireland is 
based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC).  NIAC is a 
committee of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland which is comprised of experts from a 
number of specialties including infectious diseases, paediatrics and public health.  The commit-
tee’s recommendations are informed by public health advice and international best practice.  All 
relevant and appropriate information is taken into account when deciding to make changes to 
the State’s immunisation programmes.  NIAC submits its recommendations to my Department 
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for consideration.  

No recommendation has been received by my Department in relation to extending age rang-
es for the HPV vaccine as outlined in the question, but my officials will bring the Deputy’s 
query to the attention of NIAC.

Hospital Waiting Lists

11/10/2018WRE04000114. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied); the status of the case; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41610/18]

11/10/2018WRE04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

Pharmacy Regulations

11/10/2018WRE04200115. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the concerns raised by quali-
fied registered pharmaceutical assistants in regard to the new rules being drawn up by an or-
ganisation (details supplied) in connection with section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 will be 
taken into account; if this group has been meaningfully consulted on these proposed changes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41615/18]

11/10/2018WRE04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act. 
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.  

Section 30 of the Act provides for an exception to the general provision in the Act which 
requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under the personal 
supervision of a registered pharmacist, and specifies that no offence is committed where a reg-
istered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during the temporary 
absence of the registered pharmacist”.

Section 30 also permits the Council to make rules as to: 

1. What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and 

2. What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.
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On June 21, the Council of the Society approved for issuance for public consultation the 
proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018. This public consultation commenced on 17 July and ran until 14 Au-
gust and afforded any interested party the opportunity to make representations on the matter 
directly to the PSI. 

Following completion of the public consultation phase, the Council of the PSI considered 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018 at its meeting on the 20 September 2018 where Council approved the 
draft rules without amendment. 

The PSI has advised my Department that it consulted with the Pharmaceutical Assistants 
Association throughout the process of developing the draft rules.

Correspondence outlining the concerns of registered pharmaceutical assistants has been re-
ceived by my Department. My role in relation to this process is limited to the consideration of 
any such Rules once submitted for my approval. I must consider any Rules presented to me 
from a fair and impartial perspective, without prejudice or prejudgement. This includes consid-
eration of concerns raised by, or on behalf of, registered pharmaceutical assistants.

I await the receipt of the Rules for my consideration from the PSI and until that time, I am 
unfortunately not in a position to comment any further on the matter raised.

HSE Staff

11/10/2018WRE04400116. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if two full-time positions will 
be provided for a service (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41616/18]

11/10/2018WRE04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/10/2018WRE04550Patient Safety

11/10/2018WRE04600117. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the attention of University Hos-
pital Limerick, UHL, management was drawn to the fact that a clinical incident form had been 
submitted prior to an adverse event involving a person (details supplied) regarding the harm 
done to another surgical patient in UHL while under the care of a person; and the steps taken 
by UHL management following the submission of the clinical incident form to ensure patient 
safety.  [41628/18]

11/10/2018WRE04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

Hospital Services

11/10/2018WRE04800118. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of adverse clinical in-
cidents that have been notified to UHL management in regard to the performance of clinical 
duties by a person (details supplied). [41629/18]
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11/10/2018WRE04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

HSE Funding

11/10/2018WRE05000119. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if grant aid has been restored to an 
organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41631/18]

11/10/2018WRE05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists

11/10/2018WRE05200120. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41633/18]

11/10/2018WRE05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

Services for People with Disabilities

11/10/2018WRF00200121. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided for 
an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41634/18]

11/10/2018WRF00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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Patient Transport

11/10/2018WRF00400122. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of persons au-
thorised to travel with a patient when they are being transferred by helicopter from one hospital 
to another; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41635/18]

11/10/2018WRF00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

11/10/2018WRF00550Counselling Services Provision

11/10/2018WRF00600123. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of home support 
and grief counselling for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41639/18]

11/10/2018WRF00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Services for People with Disabilities

11/10/2018WRF00800124. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when additional resources will 
be provided for disability services (details supplied) in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41643/18]

11/10/2018WRF00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Consultant Recruitment

11/10/2018WRF01000125. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of paediatric rheuma-
tologist consultant positions advertised in 2018; the number of applications received; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [41648/18]

11/10/2018WRF01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
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Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

Health Services Funding

11/10/2018WRF01200126. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the funding being provided in 
2018 to implement the model of care for juvenile arthritis and rheumatology; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41649/18]

11/10/2018WRF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am aware that there are challenges in 
meeting the growing demand for paediatric rheumatology services, and that the Health Service 
Executive is working towards improving access to such services.   

In relation to funding provided in 2018 for paediatric rheumatology services, I have asked 
the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Health Services

11/10/2018WRF01400127. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if a model of care for adult arthritis 
and rheumatology has been agreed; if so, when it will be published; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41650/18]

11/10/2018WRF01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Services for adult arthritis and rheumatol-
ogy are provided throughout the health service in primary care, community and acute hospital 
settings depending on clinical need. The implementation of SláinteCare will focus on the de-
livery of these and other chronic conditions through models of care which are based on better 
prevention, early intervention, care in the community and rehabilitation with reduced reliance 
on in-hospital care. The HSE intends to publish a rheumatology model of care shortly, in line 
with these principles. 

State Claims Agency Data

11/10/2018WRF01600128. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of claims 
pending against the State Claims Agency related to persons that had an adverse reaction to the 
swine flu vaccine; the number of cases settled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41656/18]

11/10/2018WRF01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As of 8 October 2018, active claims against 
the Minister, the Health Services Executive and GlaxoSmithKline Biological SA have been ini-
tiated by seventy five individuals, of which, 62 involve the issue and service of legal proceed-
ings.  The plaintiffs allege personal injury in which they claim the development of narcolepsy 
resulted from the administration of the H1N1 pandemic vaccine.  

The management of these cases transferred to the State Claims Agency on 15 October 2013 
when the Taoiseach signed the National Treasury Management Agency (Delegation of Claims 
Management Functions) (Amendment) Order 2013. 

The State Claims Agency has also settled a further 2 cases, one concerning an eye injury, 
which did not involve any complaint about narcolepsy or cataplexy. The second settled case 
involved an adverse reaction, not relating to narcolepsy or cataplexy. 
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I continue to engage with the Minister for Justice and the Minister for Finance on what 
further improvements can be made to the legal framework governing the management of, inter 
alia, certain vaccine damage cases. 

Services for People with Disabilities

11/10/2018WRF01800129. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding the case of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41669/18]

11/10/2018WRF01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists Data

11/10/2018WRF02000130. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of children with 
scoliosis on waiting lists for spinal surgery by hospital; the number of these operations that have 
been carried out in 2018 by hospitals in which these occurred; and the remaining spare capacity 
for these operations in these hospitals. [41683/18]

11/10/2018WRF02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The long-term strategy to develop sustain-
able scoliosis services from 2018 has been prioritised by the Department and the HSE. The 
Children’s Hospital Group, with the additional €9 million provided to the HSE in 2018, has 
continued to progress the move toward the implementation of a long-term sustainable and safe 
paediatric orthopaedic service, including scoliosis services for children and young people. 

Figures for the end of September for the number of scoliosis procedures carried out to date 
this year, as well as the number of patients waiting for treatment, are provided for the Deputy 
in the table. In terms of capacity, Children’s Hospital Group (CHG) aims to deliver 446 proce-
dures this year, compared to 371 in 2017, and 224 in 2016. This represents an increase in activ-
ity of 99.5% since 2016. 

Hospital Total Surgeries 
(including   single 
and multiple stages) 
to end of September 
2018

Annual Target of sur-
geries

YTD Target of sur-
geries

OLCHC Spinal Fu-
sion

96 120 87

OLCHC Spinal 
Other

87 143 102
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TSCUH Spinal Fu-
sion

20 36 26

TSCUH Spinal 
Other

61 96 69

Cappagh Spinal Fu-
sion

41 39 28

Cappagh Spinal 
Other

17 12 9

Current Total 322 446 321
 

Hospital Total Spinal 
WL as of 
28/09/2018   
(excluding 
suspensions)

Number 
of suspen-
sions on the   
Spinal WL 
28/09/2018

Total Spinal 
WL as of   
28/09/2018  
(including 
suspensions)

Number of 
entries that 
have a date   
to come in 
(TCI)

2018 Ad-
ditions 
YTD as of   
28/09/2018

OLCHC Spi-
nal Fusion

54 15 69 1 61

OLCHC Spi-
nal Other

42 9 51 4 111

TSCUH Spi-
nal Fusion

7 9 16 1 23

TSCUH Spi-
nal Other

26 2 28 6 67

Cappagh Spi-
nal Fusion

11 2 13 9 32

Cappagh Spi-
nal Other

0 0 0 0 0

National Maternity Hospital

11/10/2018WRF02200131. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the Mulvey report 
with regard to the ownership and governance of the proposed new national maternity hospital 
(details supplied); and the way in which he plans to proceed in order to address both of these 
issues. [41684/18]

11/10/2018WRF02300132. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason the proposed new 
national maternity hospital will not be a State-run hospital; and the reason there is a need for the 
involvement of a voluntary organisation. [41685/18]

11/10/2018WRF02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 131 and 
132 together.

The Mulvey agreement provides for the establishment of a new company - “The National 
Maternity Hospital at Elm Park DAC (limited by shares)” - to operate the new maternity hospi-
tal.  Considerable work has been undertaken to develop a legal framework to protect the State’s 
considerable investment in the new hospital and to provide the State with appropriate oversight 
arrangements; it is hoped to conclude this work shortly.  

I can assure the Deputy that care in the new maternity hospital will be delivered without 
religious, ethnic or other distinction and any medical procedure which is in accordance with the 
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laws of the land will be carried out there.

More broadly, the Deputy will be aware that the Government has established an indepen-
dent review group to examine the role of voluntary organisations in the operation of health and 
personal social services in Ireland.  The terms of reference provide for:

- An examination of current arrangements across the health and social care sector;

- Consideration of issues currently arising, and those likely to arise in the future;

- Recommendations on how the relationship between the State and voluntary organisations 
should evolve in the future. 

The Minister expects to receive the Group’s final report shortly.

Cancer Screening Programmes

11/10/2018WRF02500133. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the timescale for completion 
of the Royal College of Obstetrics and Gynaecology investigation into the accuracy of smear 
test analysis in all laboratories used by CervicalCheck; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41686/18]

11/10/2018WRF02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As part of the Government’s response to the 
events surrounding CervicalCheck earlier this year, I commissioned an independent clinical ex-
pert panel review to examine all cases of cervical cancer in women who had a screening history 
through CervicalCheck. This review is being conducted by the Royal College of Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists (RCOG). 

The review includes those women who have developed cervical cancer, whose diagnosis 
was notified to CervicalCheck or registered with the National Cancer Registry at the beginning 
of May 2018, and who had been screened by CervicalCheck prior to their diagnosis.

In light of the sensitivities surrounding this matter, all women whose slides could be re-
viewed are being contacted to ask for their consent to be included if they wish. Where the 
woman has, sadly, died, their next of kin are being contacted to seek consent for inclusion. The 
vast majority of these letters have issued, and the validation process for the remaining next of 
kin letters is nearing completion.

It is expected the review will take a number of months to complete.

11/10/2018WRF02650Health Services Staff Data

11/10/2018WRF02700134. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of paediatric phys-
iotherapists working in County Mayo. [41691/18]

11/10/2018WRF02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

Health Services Staff Data

11/10/2018WRF02900135. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant posts for 
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paediatric physiotherapists in County Mayo; the length of time these posts have been vacant; 
and when they will be filled. [41692/18]

11/10/2018WRF03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

Health Services Data

11/10/2018WRF03100136. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for an appointment to see a paediatric physiotherapist in County Mayo; the length of time they 
have been waiting; and the number of children waiting 0 to 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 9, 9 to 12, longer than 
12 and 24 months, respectively, in tabular form. [41693/18]

11/10/2018WRF03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Services

11/10/2018WRF03300137. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when an MRI will be fa-
cilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41704/18]

11/10/2018WRF03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

Medical Card Applications

11/10/2018WRF03500138. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a full medical card 
will be granted in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [41708/18]

11/10/2018WRF03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

Home Care Packages Data

11/10/2018WRF03700139. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for homecare 
package applications; the breakdown by community healthcare organisations; the details of the 
financial allocation made to each CHO for 2018, in tabular form; the way in which this relates 
to existing demand; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41735/18]

11/10/2018WRF03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Applications

11/10/2018WRF03900140. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of farm payments for persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41549/18]

11/10/2018WRF04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
under the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme were received from both named companies 
in mid May 2018. The processing of these applications has been completed and payment will 
issue to the nominated bank accounts shortly.

Transfer of Entitlements

11/10/2018WRF04100141. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the stage the transfer of entitlements is at in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41627/18]

11/10/2018WRF04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is currently unable to process this application as the transferees are not in possession of 
a herd number. The representatives of the deceased should now contact my Department’s In-
heritance Enquiry Unit on 1890 200 560 for assistance in obtaining the required BPS Transfer 
number to expedite a resolution to this case.

11/10/2018WRF04250Departmental Schemes

11/10/2018WRF04300142. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the low cost agri-loan scheme will be made available as promised in budget 2018; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [41644/18]

11/10/2018WRF04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In his Bud-
get speech my colleague the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform, Pas-
chal Donohoe TD, formally announced progress in relation to the development of the “Future 
Growth Loan Scheme” for SMEs, including the primary agriculture and seafood sectors. This 
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is a key Government Brexit response for which I had provided €25 million in funding in 2018.

The Food Wise 2025 strategy outlines the agri-food sector’s unique and special position 
within the Irish economy and its potential for future growth. Brexit is obviously a significant 
challenge given our unique exposure to the UK market. Farmers, the seafood sector and food 
businesses will need to focus on competitiveness and innovation in order to continue the growth 
in Irish agri-food exports, which reached a record €13.6 billion in 2017. The Scheme forms 
an important part the Government’s Brexit response alongside the “Brexit Loan Scheme”, the 
provision of additional resources to the agri-food and enterprise State Agencies and an intensi-
fication of Minister-led trade missions to access and develop new markets.

The Scheme, which will be administered by the SBCI and backed by a European Investment 
Fund counter-guarantee, will bring previously unavailable 8 to 10 year unsecured investment 
finance to the Irish market at competitive interest rates. I am working with colleagues the Min-
ister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, Heather Humphreys TD, and Minister Donohoe, 
to bring up to €300 million of loans to the market.

This is a long-awaited source of finance for young and new entrant farmers, especially 
the cohort who do not have high levels of security. It will also serve smaller-scale farmers, 
who often do not have the leverage to negotiate for more favourable terms with their banking 
institution. Along with the likes of Milk Flex, this Scheme will form part of a comprehensive 
investment package for farmers. I am also delighted to be able to include the seafood sector in 
the Scheme

Food companies have identified long term investment finance of up to ten years as a critical 
need which is currently unavailable in Ireland. I am pleased that the Government have been able 
to deliver this product and its effects will be felt all along the food production chain.

My Department is providing 40% of the funding so an overall agri-food package of at least 
€120 million will be available. However, unlike previous Schemes, this can be reviewed and 
adjusted according to demand.

Further details will be provided in the coming months.  The Scheme is expected to be in 
place in early 2019 and will run for three years from its launch date.

Common Agricultural Policy

11/10/2018WRF04500143. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position in relation to Common Agricultural Policy, CAP, funding post-2020; the proposals he 
has put forward in relation to the need to increase the CAP budget; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41645/18]

11/10/2018WRF04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): By way of 
introduction I would like to point out that in discussing the funding of the Common Agricultural 
Policy, we should bear in mind that this funding forms part of a broader EU budget which is 
negotiated by Finance Ministers and then agreed by the Heads of State and Government and the 
European Parliament.  

The EU proposed CAP budgetary ceilings are a part of these wider proposals on the Mul-
tiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for the European Union for the period 2021-2027.  The 
European Commission has proposed, as part of the MFF, that funding for the Common Agricul-
tural Policy should not exceed €365 billion for the period 2021-2027. This equates to a cut of 
around 5% compared to the current provision.  It is hoped that the next MFF will be finalised 
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before the European elections in May 2019.

The MFF proposal published by the European Commission is an initial position. The final 
outcome will be determined by negotiations at EU level.  Achieving Ireland’s priorities in these 
negotiations will be a key issue for the Government. Ireland has stated clearly that it is impor-
tant that policies with demonstrable added value continue to be properly supported. The Com-
mon Agricultural Policy (CAP) remains a priority for Ireland.  

As I have already mentioned, the shape of any new Multi Annual Financial Framework is 
ultimately a matter for Heads of State and Government.  The agreement of the European Parlia-
ment will also be required. Member States have differing expenditure priorities and the loss of 
UK budgetary contributions will make these negotiations particularly challenging.  Agreement 
on the budget requires unanimity among Member States. 

I have been working closely with my European colleagues to build a consensus to reverse 
the cut to the CAP budget and to maintain support to CAP at the current EU 27 level.  In May 
this year, I, along with my EU Ministerial colleagues from France, Spain, Portugal, Greece and 
Finland signed a joint Memorandum seeking the retention of the CAP budget at current levels.  
The Memorandum was presented at the Agri-Fish Council in Luxembourg on 18 June, and up 
to 20 other EU Ministers have signalled their support to this proposal now.  At the Agrifish 
Council on 16 July 2018 France and Germany presented a joint declaration on the CAP propos-
als including a joint rejection of the cuts proposed. This paper was supported by other Member 
states including Croatia, Romania, Spain, Portugal, Slovenia, Belgium and Ireland. 

Over the coming months detailed negotiations will continue at all levels across the EU as 
we work together to shape the final outcome. At the centre of all our considerations will be the 
need to ensure that CAP Post 2020, properly funded, will continue to support farm families and 
the rural economy. 

I can assure the deputy that I will continue to work to develop a broad consensus on the 
value of a strong, fit for purpose agriculture sector, and work to reverse the cuts proposed in the 
draft MFF.

Departmental Funding

11/10/2018WRF04700144. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the amount granted to animal welfare charities in each year since the enactment of the Ani-
mal Health and Welfare Act 2013 in tabular form; and the charities in receipt of such funding 
on an annual basis. [41658/18]

11/10/2018WRF04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The infor-
mation requested is available on my Department’s website at: https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/
animalhealthwelfare/animalwelfare/fundingtoanimalwelfareorganisations/.

Animal Identification Schemes

11/10/2018WRF04900145. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a recent letter from his Department to sheep farmers stated that EID is com-
pulsory for farmers and optional for factories; and if his attention has been drawn to the views 
expressed by an organisation in an article (details supplied). [41660/18]

11/10/2018WRF05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The letter 
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referred to by the Deputy recently issued to all registered sheep keepers, informing them of the 
new rules in relation to the identification and movement of sheep that I announced in May 2018, 
and on which I provided additional detail in August. 

The changes to the National Sheep Identification System (NSIS) address inadequacies in the 
current system, which is widely acknowledged to be very complicated and overly-dependent on 
the manual transcription of the individual identification number of each sheep moved, through 
all stages of production. The new system will significantly reduce the record-keeping require-
ments of keepers and will result in a simpler, more effective and robust sheep traceability sys-
tem.

Under the new rules, with effect from 1 June 2019, all sheep moving from a holding must 
be  identified electronically. Generally, all sheep must be identified with a full EID set of tags 
comprising of one electronic tag in the animal’s right ear and a corresponding conventional 
tag, bearing the same unique animal identification number, in the left ear. Identification with 
an electronic bolus set will also be permitted. An exception is made for lambs moving directly 
to slaughter from the holding of birth while aged under 12 months of age. Such lambs must be 
identified with a minimum of one electronic tag in the right ear although identification with a 
full set of EID tags/ an electronic bolus set is also permitted.

The electronic identification of all sheep provides for the establishment of Central Points of 
recording (CPRs), approved by my Department, to record the individual identification number 
of each sheep moved to such a destination. 

The approval of CPRs is provided for at Paragraph C2 of the Annex to Council Regulation 
21/2004 by way of a derogation from the requirement for a keeper of the holding of departure 
to record the individual numbers of all sheep moved. The Regulation provides that Member 
States may authorise the recording of the individual tag numbers of sheep moved within the 
State at the point of destination, on behalf of the presenting keeper, by holdings approved by the 
competent authority for this purpose.

With effect from 1 June 2019, approved CPRs will be required to scan the electronic tags 
of all sheep presented at that location and provide the presenting keeper with a printed list of 
all sheep presented. This will significantly reduce the administrative burden currently placed 
on farmers who are required now to manually list these numbers on the dispatch documents 
accompanying sheep on movement. Under the new system, farmers will simply be required to 
record the total number of sheep moved to an approved CPR. 

The CPR will provide a printed list of presented tag numbers (LPT) to the keeper within a 
maximum of 48 hours (but often on the same day). Having checked it for accuracy, the keep-
er will then associate the LPT with the relevant dispatch document and retain both documents 
together to complete his/her record keeping requirements.      

I am acutely aware that the enhancement of the sheep traceability system through the exten-
sion of electronic identification to all sheep represents an additional tagging cost to keepers.  

In this regard, I have introduced a once-off  EID tag subsidy scheme, providing keepers 
with a once-off payment of up to a maximum of €100 based on the number of electronic tags 
purchased in their first completed order for electronic tags between 1 October 2018 and 30 
September 2019.

I am similarly aware that the  operation of marts and slaughter plants as CPRs is key to the 
reduction in the current administrative burden placed on farmers. On that basis, there has been 
consultation with both marts and slaughter plants on enabling them to become CPRs. 
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I have also announced a subvention to marts of 40% of the verified development cost (sub-
ject to a maximum of €10,000) of the infrastructure necessary to enable them generate the 
printout of tag numbers for farmers in respect of sheep supplied. 

I will be closely monitoring progress in the application and approval processes for marts and 
slaughter plants to operate as CPRs in the coming months, in order to maximise the benefits for 
the farming community.

Capital Expenditure Programme

11/10/2018WRF05100146. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the capital spend to date in 2018 including the capital carry-over from 2017 by subhead; 
the provision under each subhead including the capital carry-over from 2017 provided for in 
the Revised Estimates Volume for 2018; the details of overspends or underspends under each 
subhead; the action to be taken to deal with them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41661/18]

11/10/2018WRF05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
table shows the allocations for each capital sub-head for 2018 and expenditure to end Septem-
ber 2018:

Subhead Expenditure Capital 2018 Allocation 
REV€000

Spend to end Sept 
2018€000

A.2 Administrative capi-
tal (Share   attributed 
to Programme A)

3,590 1439

A.3 Food Safety, Animal   
Health Programme

0 0

B.2 Administrative capi-
tal (Share   attributed 
to Programme B)

1,269 330

B.3 Agri-Environmental   
Schemes

1,000 148

B.5 Development of   
Agriculture & Food ( 
Farm).

76,200 47614

B.10 Forestry ( includes 
€23.8m carry –over 
from 2017)

103,356 84275

C.2 Administrative capi-
tal   - (Share attribut-
ed to Programme C) 

247 64

C.4 Development of 
Ag &   Food (Non-
farm).

12,100 4861

C.5 Teagasc 5,150 3300
C.7 Horse and Grey-

hound   Racing Fund
11,544 11544
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Subhead Expenditure Capital 2018 Allocation 
REV€000

Spend to end Sept 
2018€000

C.10 Other Services (   
Johnstown Castle 
Restoration)

1,000 1000

D.2 Administrative capi-
tal   - (Share attribut-
ed to Programme D) 

294 76

D.3 Fisheries 22,362 8635
D.4 Marine Institute 10,000 7870
D.5 Bord Iascaigh Mhara 13,100 3755
D.6 Sea Fisheries   Pro-

tection Authority
750 55

D.7 Haulbowline Island   
Remediation 

10,000 4823

Total Budget: Total 271,962 179790
It is not possible to be certain about expenditure for year end. Between now and year end, 

my Department will continue to manage its voted resources to seek the best possible outturn for 
the year. However, I envisage there will be some capital available from 2018 to be carried over 
for use in 2019.

11/10/2018WRG00200Teagasc Courses

11/10/2018WRG00300147. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of the plan to roll out the new green cert programme in 2018. [41662/18]

11/10/2018WRG00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Teagasc de-
liver the Green Cert on a part-time, full-time and distance education basis at regional education 
centres and at the agricultural colleges. The “Cert” is accredited by Quality and Qualifications 
Ireland, an independent State agency responsible for promoting quality and accountability in 
education and training services in Ireland. 

In 2016, Teagasc led a review of the Green Cert under the auspices of Quality and Qualifica-
tions Ireland, and in consultation with a wide body of stakeholders, to ensure that it is fit-for-
purpose in terms of emerging industry needs.

 The review process recommended strengthening the Green Cert across many key areas, in 
particular, grass management, animal breeding, health and safety and sustainable farming ap-
proaches. 

The updated Green Cert commenced in Q3 of 2017 for part-time and distance educa-
tion Green Cert programmes and from the start of the 2018/19  academic year for fulltime 
courses in the agricultural colleges.

11/10/2018WRG00500Animal Welfare

11/10/2018WRG00600148. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the steps being taken to ensure the all-island animal health and welfare strategy is main-
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tained in a hard Brexit scenario; and the status of discussions he has had with authorities in the 
UK and Northern Ireland in this regard. [41663/18]

11/10/2018WRG00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Brexit has 
the potential to have a significant impact on the whole of the agriculture industry throughout 
Ireland. 

However, the Government, in the first instance, is seeking to minimise the impact of Brexit 
through a negotiated outcome which permits a trading arrangement post-Brexit that is as close 
as possible to that prevailing currently. That is what Ireland wants from the negotiations, and it 
is also what the EU wants.

In this regard, the UK commitment, in the Joint EU-UK Report of last December, to avoid 
a hard border on the island of Ireland, was extremely important. The aim is to continue with the 
relatively free movement of agricultural goods/animals on the island of Ireland. 

Ensuring that the UK gives effect to this commitment is a significant focus of the Irish 
Government, and we have the full support of our EU partners and of the European Commission 
Task Force in this regard. I and my Department have been contributing actively to the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade coordinated ‘whole of government’ approach to ensure such 
an outcome emanates from the negotiations.

There is ongoing, close co-operation between my Department and the Department of Agri-
culture, Environment and Rural Affairs in Northern Ireland, including through dedicated work-
ing groups established as part of the All-Island Animal Health and Welfare Strategy Action Plan 
by the North/South Ministerial Council. The working groups focus on critical issues such as 
disease control, animal identification and movement, cross-border communication, data sharing 
and the development of joint initiatives on animal welfare.  

I have hosted a number of all-island civic dialogue events to discuss the implications of 
Brexit across the agri-food sector.  These events provided important opportunities to engage 
directly in detail with stakeholders on the implications of Brexit and the potential responses 
that will be required as the negotiations unfold. The need to maintain an all-island approach to 
animal health/disease issues was discussed.

I wish to assure the Deputy that the Government remains very focused on supporting the 
agriculture industry through the challenges ahead. The Government will be firm in arguing that 
any agreement reached between the EU and the UK must take account of the very serious chal-
lenges presented by Brexit for the sector, particularly given the unique circumstances on the 
island of Ireland and the importance of our economic relationship with the UK. 

And, of course, ultimately Ireland’s objective in the negotiations is to have a trading rela-
tionship with the entire UK which is as close as possible to the current arrangement.

11/10/2018WRG00800Rural Development Programme Funding

11/10/2018WRG00900149. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if Ireland will implement a new sector specific income stabilisation tool as provided under 
EU regulation 2017/2393. [41664/18]

11/10/2018WRG01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Ireland’s Ru-
ral Development Programme (RDP) 2014-2020 does not include a provision for an income sta-
bilisation tool. As all of the available funding has been committed, it is not currently envisaged 
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that one will be implemented under this RDP. However it is an option which will be considered 
in the context of the new CAP post 2020.

11/10/2018WRG01100Knowledge Transfer Programme

11/10/2018WRG01200150. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if there is a reduced rate for the knowledge transfer programme forestry compared to the 
previous programme as outlined in correspondence (details supplied). [41665/18]

11/10/2018WRG01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The payment 
rate of €70 for participants per event attended is the same rate as applied during the pilot scheme 
for the Forestry Knowledge Transfer Groups; no changes to the rates have been proposed. 

I consider that the pilot scheme last year was very successful and it has helped to inform the 
design of the current Scheme which was recently launched by Minister Andrew Doyle. I am are 
very pleased with the higher than expected uptake of the 2018 scheme and approvals have 
now issued to 52 groups comprising some 1,000 participants. Subject to available funding, we 
propose to launch the scheme for 2019 also, which will allow for a new intake of participants.

11/10/2018WRG01400Forestry Data

11/10/2018WRG01500151. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
planting targets per hectare for all categories in 2017 and to date in 2018 for the Forestry Pro-
gramme 2014-2020; the actual number of hectares planted in 2017 and to date in 2018 for these 
categories; and the number of hectares planted out of each annual target set on a percentage 
basis, in tabular form. [41677/18]

11/10/2018WRG01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): While overall 
targets are set for planting programme as a whole, only Native Woodland, Agroforestry, and 
Forestry for fibre have specific planting targets and they are not set for the other Grant and 
Premium Categories (GPC) 1 to 8 inclusive. The relevant data is provided in tabular form as 
requested.

Scheme 2017 target 2017 Actual % of target 
planted

2018 Target 2018 Actual 
(Oct 2018)

% of target 
planted (Oct 
2018)

Afforestation, ha 7,140 5,536 78% 7,205 3,297 46%
of which 
afforestation(GPC 
1- 8)

6,165 5,261 85% 6,215 3,049 49%

of  which NWS 
establishment(GPC 
9&10)

450 270 60% 450 247 55%

of which Agro-
forestry (GPC 11)

25 5 20% 40 0 0%

f which energy and 
fibre (GPC 12)

500 0 0% 500 1 0%

11/10/2018WRG01700Forestry Data

11/10/2018WRG01800152. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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number of farmers and non-farmers participating in planting schemes under the Forestry Pro-
gramme 2014-2020 nationally and by county in tabular form. [41678/18]

11/10/2018WRG01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There is no 
distinction between farmers and non-farmers under the 2014-2020 Forestry Programme as the 
aim is to make the afforestation scheme accessible to all landowners; this allows retired farm-
ers, sons and daughters of farmers or other relatives who might have inherited land but who 
have careers outside of farming to take part in the scheme, as well as other private investors. 

My Department compiles a number of different afforestation statistics annually, which are 
made available on my Department’s website.  Those statistics include payments made to farm-
ers and non-farmers. For the purposes of data collection, it should be noted that the category of 
“non-farmer” also includes recently retired farmers or their sons and daughters or other family 
members. This means that the vast bulk of premiums under the afforestation scheme are paid to 
and remain in rural Ireland.  

The following table provides a breakdown of the number of farmers and non farmers that 
have planted since the start of the current Forestry Programme (2015, 2016, 2017 and up to the 
8th October 2018). 

 - NUMBER   OF FARMERS NUMBER   OF NON 
FARMERS

CARLOW 26 7
CAVAN 119 76
CLARE 202 108
CORK 195 88
DONEGAL 25 14
DUBLIN 4 3
GALWAY 166 69
KERRY 143 81
KILDARE 16 12
KILKENNY 88 15
LAOIS 40 24
LEITRIM 142 90
LIMERICK 79 31
LONGFORD 110 43
LOUTH 10 7
MAYO 198 95
MEATH 37 28
MONAGHAN 25 17
OFFALY 58 28
ROSCOMMON 179 79
SLIGO 108 44
TIPPERARY 84 43
WATERFORD 62 14
WESTMEATH 83 37
WEXFORD 60 22
WICKLOW 48 32
TOTAL 2307 1107
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11/10/2018WRG02000Forestry Data

11/10/2018WRG02100153. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
percentage of agricultural land in each county that has been planted with forestry to date in 
tabular form. [41679/18]

11/10/2018WRG02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Forestry is 
one of the many land use options available to farmers and land owners and the Afforestation 
Grant and Premium Scheme is one of a wide range of supports provided by my Department.  In 
2017, 5,536 hectares of new forestry was planted nationally.  In 2018 to date, 3,297 hectares of 
new land has been afforested.

 My Department compiles a number of different afforestation statistics annually, which are 
made available on my Department’s website.  The third Ireland’s National Forestry Inventory – 
2017 was recently published and is available on the website.  The NFI and other published data 
are invaluable sources of statistical information on Ireland’s forest estate.  

 The area of land afforested in each county is indicated in the following table, which is taken 
from the third NFI.  The area of forest is estimated to be 770,020 ha or 11% of the total land 
area of Ireland (NFI 2017).

 It is not possible to provide the percentage of agricultural land afforested in each county as 
there is no information available on the total agricultural area in each county.

County   % Area   
Carlow 9.4
Cavan 9.3
Clare 17.2
Cork 12.1
Donegal 11.4
Dublin 6.5
Galway 9.9
Kerry 12.1
Kildare 6.1
Kilkenny 9.6
Laois 15.4
Leitrim 18.9
Limerick 10.4
Longford 8.4
Louth 2.9
Mayo 9.2
Meath 5.7
Monaghan 4.6
Offaly 14.7
Roscommon 11.1
Sligo 11.4
Tipperary 11.8
Waterford 14.7
Westmeath 8.2
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County   % Area   
Wexford 6.2
Wicklow 17.9
Total 11.0

11/10/2018WRG02300Afforestation Programme

11/10/2018WRG02400154. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the policy proposal to issue afforestation licences for SACs and SPAs as the lead au-
thority for forestry licences; if he has had discussions in this regard at EU level and or with the 
Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht on same; and the number of such meetings in 
2017 and to date 2018 on this issue. [41680/18]

11/10/2018WRG02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The overall 
aim of the European Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) is to maintain or restore 
the favourable conservation status of habitats and species which are threatened throughout Eu-
rope and deemed highly sensitive to change. These habitats and species are listed in the Habi-
tats Directive and the Birds Directive (Directive 2009/147/EC). Special Areas of Conservation 
(SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) – also known as Natura sites – are designated to 
afford protection to the most vulnerable of these habitats and species. As such, SACs and SPAs 
are a key component in the protection of rare and endangered habitats and species, both in Ire-
land and at a European and international level.

One of the key protective measures under this European legislation is the requirement under 
Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive to apply an appropriate assessment procedure, 
to consider any possible impact on the conservation objectives of a Natura site that might arise 
from a plan or project, before a decision is taken whether or not to allow that plan or project 
to proceed. The application of appropriate assessment in Ireland is governed by the European 
Communities (Birds & Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477 of 2011).

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine is listed as a ‘public authority’ under 
these Regulations. Therefore, this Department is required to carry out a screening for Appropri-
ate Assessment, and the Appropriate Assessment itself, if deemed necessary, in relation to all 
licence applications for afforestation in these areas. 

With regard to Hen Harrier SPAs the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) is cur-
rently developing a Threat Response Plan (TRP) for the conservation of Hen Harriers. Forestry 
will form an element of the Plan and my Department is working closely with NPWS on issues 
concerning forestry in Hen Harrier SPAs.  Until the Threat Response Plan is completed, my  
Department will not be in a position to approve afforestation projects within the SPAs.

Officials from DAFM and the Department of Culture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht met and 
held discussions on an ad hoc basis approximately 10 times throughout 2017 and 2018, includ-
ing on the sidelines of other meetings. These meetings would have largely centred on progress 
regarding the draft Hen Harrier Threat Response Plan and the draft Forests & Freshwater Pearl 
Mussel Plan. The issue of afforestation would have arisen during discussions in many of these, 
given the strong overlap of both initiatives with Natura sites 

Three formal meetings are relevant:

- The DG Environment, European Commission, Irish Package Meeting, held in the Cus-
toms House, Dublin, 28 February 2018, which contained an agenda item on the draft Forests & 
Freshwater Pearl Mussel Plan.
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- Hen Harrier Threat Response Plan Inter-Departmental Steering Group Meeting, held at the 
National Parks & Wildlife Service, Ely Place, Dublin, 8th May 2018.

- Hen Harrier TRP Consultative Committee, also held at the National Parks & Wildlife Ser-
vice, Ely Place, Dublin, 8th May 2018.

Again, all three meetings would have included (inter alia) discussions regarding afforesta-
tion within Natura sites.

11/10/2018WRG02600Food Exports

11/10/2018WRG02700155. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he and his Department continue to prepare for the worst case scenario in 
respect of Brexit with particular reference to the establishment of new markets and or EU ac-
cess to the United Kingdom market for food and food products; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41712/18]

11/10/2018WRG02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is working through whole of Government structures, with other Departments, to prepare 
contingency plans for Brexit. From an agri food perspective, this will include arrangements 
and resources to provide any necessary export certification for animals, plants, and products of 
animal and plant origin destined for the UK, and to facilitate transit arrangements through the 
UK to the rest of the EU. These plans are at an advanced stage.

The pursuit and development of new markets for Irish agri-food exports is of course an on-
going and central component of the strategic development of the agri-food sector, as evidenced 
by its placement right at the centre of Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development 
over the coming decade. Indeed, this is all the more relevant after the UK’s decision to leave the 
EU, which presents significant new challenges for the agri-food sector in particular. 

In terms of the European dimension to our response, additional funding that I have provided 
to Bord Bia has been used to support market diversification efforts by companies through its 
Market Prioritisation Programme, which was launched in late October 2016, and to support 
promotional campaigns for Irish beef in Germany and the Netherlands.

In addition, Bord Bia has been providing information to companies on how to establish a 
presence in other EU countries, and using its network of offices to build long-term relationships 
in those markets, including through participation in trade fairs. It has also recently opened a 
new office in Warsaw to expand its support in Eastern Europe, and in Singapore to service eight 
emerging markets in South East Asia.

Looking beyond Europe, Food Wise 2025 outlines the huge potential for growth in agri-
food exports to new and emerging markets, particularly in Asia, Africa, the Americas and the 
Gulf region. This is where our efforts will be focused for the foreseeable future, particularly 
given the need to diversify our markets and to reduce our reliance on traditional destinations 
such as the UK.  

Trade Missions play an important role in this regard, and I have been very active on this 
front in recent years as we strive to gain, and then develop, a presence in as many global mar-
kets as possible. I have led very successful missions to the Gulf Region, the US, Mexico, Japan 
and Korea in 2017, and to the US, Canada and China so far in 2018, with a further mission 
planned to Indonesia and Malaysia at the end of October. As normal, this latter mission will 
again include participants from across the agri-food sector and will feature extensive trade con-



11 October 2018

79

tacts as well as high-level political discussions.  

These and the other missions that my Department are planning for the first half of 2019 
will serve to enhance and improve our existing levels of market access in these destinations. 
The destinations are also in keeping with the recent market prioritisation exercise that was 
completed by Bord Bia at my request. This exercise identified opportunities in new and more 
mature markets, and will provide valuable market intelligence both for industry operators and 
policy makers.

My Department will continue to seek out and identify new markets, and I am ready to re-
spond as appropriate to other opportunities that may arise.

11/10/2018WRG02900Fodder Crisis

11/10/2018WRG03000156. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he is satisfied regarding the provision of emergency winter fodder supplies 
meeting the full requirement through winter 2018 and spring 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41713/18]

11/10/2018WRG03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I would like 
to inform the Deputy of the actions I have undertaken already to seek to ensure sufficient sup-
plies of Fodder for the coming Winter and Spring 2019.  

A survey of Fodder supplies in September indicated that the potential national fodder deficit 
has reduced from 18% this summer to 11%, with further reductions anticipated since this survey 
was conducted, as farmers continue to harvest fodder.

My priority is to support the conservation of as much fodder for the coming winter as pos-
sible from our own resources, and to supplement this with necessary imports as required. To 
achieve this I introduced a number of targeted measures:

I introduced a €2.75 million Fodder Production Incentive for Tillage Farmers to encourage 
tillage growers to actively engage in the fodder market and there has been positive engagement 
with this measure. 

I announced a €4.25 million Fodder Import Support Measure for autumn 2018. The measure 
seeks to reduce the cost to farmers of imported forage. While the measure will operate through 
the Co-operatives/registered importers, the actual beneficiaries will be farmers who need sup-
plies of fodder. 

Additionally, I also secured agreement from Commissioner Hogan to pay higher advance 
Pillar 1 and 2 payments which will be increased to 70% and 85% respectively, resulting in €260 
million in additional cash flow for farmers at a vital time of the year. 

Furthermore, following consultation with the EU Commission, my Department made some 
temporary adjustments to the GLAS scheme for this year and in consultation with my minis-
terial colleague Mr. Eoghan Murphy T.D., a two week extension of the closed period for the 
spreading of chemical and organic fertilisers was announced and has allowed farmers capitalise 
on autumn grass growth for fodder production. 

I am confident that the range of measures introduced by me to date, taken together and tar-
geted at producing as much fodder as possible from our own land, is the most effective response 
to ensuring adequate supplies ahead of the coming winter.  However I can assure you that I will 
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continue to closely monitor and engage on this significant challenge during the coming period.

11/10/2018WRG03200Fodder Crisis

11/10/2018WRG03300157. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the result of a recent assessment of projected fodder shortages throughout winter 2018 and 
spring 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41714/18]

11/10/2018WRG03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): On the 
26th June last I launched a national fodder survey to be compiled by Teagasc through its cli-
ent network as well as clients of the other fodder group stakeholders. The results indicated a 
national fodder deficit of 18% at that time. A second survey was carried out on the first week of 
September and the results of that survey showed a national fodder deficit of 11%, with further 
reductions anticipated since this survey was conducted, as farmers continue to harvest fodder. 
A third survey is planned for November. 

My priority is to support the conservation of as much fodder for the coming winter as pos-
sible from our own resources, and to supplement this with necessary imports as required. To 
achieve this I introduced a number of targeted measures including:

- I introduced a €2.75 million Fodder Production Incentive for Tillage Farmers to encourage 
tillage growers to actively engage in the fodder market and there has been positive engagement 
with this measure

- I announced a €4.25 million Fodder Import Support Measure for autumn 2018. The mea-
sure seeks to reduce the cost to farmers of imported forage. While the measure will operate 
through the Co-operatives/registered importers, the actual beneficiaries will be farmers who 
need supplies of fodder 

Additionally, I also secured agreement from Commissioner Hogan to

- pay higher advance Pillar 1 and 2 payments which will be increased to 70% and 85% 
respectively, resulting in €260 million in additional cash flow for farmers at a vital time of the 
year 

- Furthermore, following consultation with the EU Commission, my Department made 
some temporary adjustments to the GLAS scheme for this year and in consultation with my 
ministerial colleague Mr. Eoghan Murphy T.D., a two week extension of the closed period for 
the spreading of chemical and organic fertilisers was announced and has allowed farmers capi-
talise on autumn grass growth for fodder production. 

I am confident that the range of measures introduced by me to date, taken together and tar-
geted at producing as much fodder as possible from our own land, is the most effective response 
to ensuring adequate supplies ahead of the coming winter.  However I can assure you that I will 
continue to closely monitor and engage on this significant challenge during the coming period.

11/10/2018WRG03500Agrifood Sector

11/10/2018WRG03600158. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the agrifood sector can respond positively to climate change requirements 
such as reduction of greenhouse gases; the measures taken or likely to be taken in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41715/18]
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11/10/2018WRG03700159. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the actions likely to contribute to greenhouse gas reduction throughout the agri-food sector; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41716/18]

11/10/2018WRG03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 158 and 159 together.

The agri food sector is responding positively to climate change requirements through re-
ducing emissions where possible, enhancing sequestration of carbon and providing renewable 
materials to other sectors. The long-term policy vision for the agriculture and land use sector 
as a whole is ‘an approach to carbon neutrality which does not compromise the capacity for 
sustainable food production’. The extent to which the sector can respond positively to climate 
change requirements is, however, qualified by the need to ensure that our capacity for sustain-
able food production is maintained.

The farming sector is actively engaging in a number of measures and actions focused on 
the environment and climate, which support the continued transition towards carbon neutrality.  
Some examples include the   Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP), which is aimed 
at lowering the intensity of GHG emissions by improving the quality and efficiency of the na-
tional beef herd, the Green Low Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme, which offers opportunities 
to support emission reductions and carbon sequestration through various environmental prior-
ity actions such as hedgerow/tree planting and minimum tillage, and the Targeted Agricultural 
Modernisation Schemes (TAMS). This last scheme supports capital investment to promote sus-
tainability such as low emissions slurry spreading equipment and energy efficiency support 
measures.

I have also just announced a new pilot scheme called - The Beef Environmental Efficiency 
Pilot, which builds on the success of the BDGP.  This new pilot scheme will be targeted at suck-
ler farmers and specifically aimed at further improving the carbon efficiency of beef production 
by measuring the weaning efficiency of suckler cows.  

Afforestation also has an important role to play. It is the main cost effective land based miti-
gation tool available to us. The role afforestation and forests play with respect to climate miti-
gation is threefold: the direct sequestration of carbon in the forest and resulting wood products, 
replacing energy intensive materials and providing sustainable renewable biomass to the energy 
sector. Since 1990 almost 312,000 hectares have been afforested primarily by farmers with sup-
ports from my Department, which represents a 40% increase in forest cover. It is intended to 
expand our overall forest estate from 11% to 18% by 2050. 

My Department is deeply involved both at national and international level on issues related 
to agriculture and climate.  We are engaging with organisations such as the Food and Agricul-
tural Organisation (FAO), the UNFCCC Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Ad-
vice, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the EU Agriculture, Forestry 
and Other Land Use group. 

On the home front we are engaged with colleagues across government in the National Miti-
gation planning process and adaptation planning. 

Looking to the future, the recently published Teagasc report “An Analysis of Abatement 
Potential of Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Irish Agriculture 2021-2030” highlights the potential 
for GHG abatement to limit the emissions from the sector over the period 2021 to 2030 based 
on current scientific knowledge against the likely level of future GHG emissions if no action 
is taken to address the emissions. It is an important piece of research that will inform develop-
ments in relation to future policy development. 
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11/10/2018WRG04000Food Promotion

11/10/2018WRG04100160. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he has engaged in overseas visits to promote food exports at various loca-
tions globally; the result of such promotions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41717/18]

11/10/2018WRG04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The pursuit 
and development of new markets for Irish agri-food exports is of course an ongoing and central 
component of the strategic development of the agri-food sector, as evidenced by its placement 
right at the centre of Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development over the com-
ing decade. Indeed, this is all the more relevant after the UK’s decision to leave the EU, which 
presents significant new challenges for the agri-food sector in particular. 

Food Wise 2025 outlines the huge potential for growth in agri-food exports to new and 
emerging markets, particularly in Asia, Africa, the Americas and the Gulf region. This is where 
our efforts will be focused for the foreseeable future, particularly given the need to diversify our 
markets and to reduce our reliance on traditional destinations such as the UK.  

In keeping with the priorities outlined in Food Wise 2025, there has been an increasing fo-
cus in recent years on the use of Trade Missions to create and develop export opportunities for 
the Irish agri-food sector. Taking the last two years by way of example, I first of all led a very 
successful Trade Mission in February 2017 to the Gulf Region. This covered the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. This was followed by an extensive Trade Mission 
to the US and Mexico in June. Both markets offer many aspects that are very attractive to Irish 
exporters. The US is the largest food and beverage market in the world and has a population 
of 324 million people. Around 35 million Americans also claim Irish ancestry. Mexico has a 
population of 127 million, making it the eleventh-largest country in the world in population 
terms and the fifteenth-largest economy in the world, with projections that it will move into the 
top five by 2050.

During a trade mission to Japan and South Korea in November 2017 I was accompanied by 
40 representatives of the Irish food sector, as well as by experts from my Department, the CEO 
of Bord Bia and senior representatives from Enterprise Ireland and Teagasc. 

This was a very opportune time to bring a delegation of Ireland’s food leaders to this part of 
the world, given that the EU has concluded a Free Trade Agreement with South Korea as well as 
agreeing an Economic Partnership Agreement with Japan. Japan and South Korea are markets 
of high potential for beef, pigmeat and sheepmeat exports, and so it is important that we raise 
the profile of Irish agri-food enterprises that already have access to these markets, and make 
progress in negotiating access for others. 

This work has continued in 2018. I have already led trade missions to the US, Canada and 
China, and my Department is currently making the final arrangements for a further trade mis-
sion to Indonesia and Malaysia at the end of October. Again this will include participants from 
across the agri-food sector and will feature extensive trade contacts as well as high-level politi-
cal discussions.  Both of these markets have been identified by my Department as offering huge 
potential to the Irish agri-food sector.

These and the other missions that my Department are planning for the first half of 2019 will 
serve to enhance and improve our existing levels of market access in these destinations.  It will 
also promote Ireland’s reputation as a producer of high quality, safe and sustainably produced 
meat and dairy products. The destinations are also in keeping with the recent market prioritisa-



11 October 2018

83

tion exercise that was completed by Bord Bia at my request. This exercise identified opportuni-
ties in new and more mature markets, and will provide valuable market intelligence both for 
industry operators and policy makers.

It is also no coincidence that the destinations that we have recently visited and plan to visit 
are now some of the countries showing the greatest increase in growth, with the value of exports 
to Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Central/South America standing at almost €2.8 billion in 
2017. The value of trade to these markets increased by 159% since 2009.  These markets now 
account for over 20% of total agri-food exports.

Growth to emerging markets has been led by Asia, with exports of €1.6 billion in 2017, of 
which around €1 billion went to China. Exports to other Asian markets grew by 85% since 2012 
to €659 million in 2017. Trade to Africa has also grown to €606 million, while exports to the 
Middle East have also grown significantly, to reach €370 million. 

My Department will continue to seek out and identify new markets, and I am ready to re-
spond as appropriate to other opportunities that may arise.

11/10/2018WRG04300Fishing Industry Data

11/10/2018WRG04400161. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of persons involved in the fishing industry, including processing; the extent to 
which these numbers will be retained in the future notwithstanding Brexit; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41718/18]

11/10/2018WRG04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): BIM advise 
that in 2017 there are 14,638 people employed around our coast  through direct and indirect 
employment in the Irish seafood industry.  The key priorities for Ireland and the EU27 in the 
context of fisheries and Brexit will be the maintenance of current access to fishing grounds in 
the UK zone in the Irish Sea, Celtic Sea and north of Donegal and the protection of Ireland’s 
existing quota shares which will in turn protect those involved in the industry.  My continued 
objective is to ensure that the implications for fisheries are fully taken account of throughout the 
negotiations for a future EU-UK relationship. 

In recent months, I have continued to have positive, regular meetings with my European 
colleagues, especially those from the group of 8 Member States whose fisheries are most im-
pacted by the UK’s withdrawal from the EU.  I am also working closely with key stakeholders 
in the Irish fishing industry and am pleased at the level of unity on these key issues.  The results 
of my engagement with the Barnier Task Force, in close collaboration with the Tánaiste are 
evident in the agreed EU position on fisheries.    

 In the context of the economic relationship, the European Council confirmed its readiness 
to start work towards a balanced, ambitious and wide-ranging free trade agreement (FTA). On 
fisheries, it is very welcome that the maintenance of reciprocal access to fishing waters and 
resources is proposed in the European Council Guidelines. 

The actual agreement on a future relationship can only be finalised and concluded once the 
UK has become a third country, that is, after it leaves the EU on 29 March 2019. This is why a 
status quo transitional arrangement is so important. Of course, it is in the interest of everyone 
that a future relationship agreement is concluded as quickly as possible after the UK leaves the 
EU to provide certainty sooner rather than later.  

It is very welcome that the European Council has proposed that the whole of the EU acquis 
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will apply to the UK during the transition, which means that in the context of a Withdrawal 
Agreement  the status quo will be preserved with the aim of avoiding any gaps or cliff edge 
effects between the UK leaving the EU and when a future relationship agreement enters into 
force. 

I would like to assure the Deputy that, working together with the Tanaiste and his team and 
the Barnier Task Force, I will continue to work  to ensure that negotiations on fisheries remain 
inextricably linked to the overall future relationship negotiations in order to protect our existing 
access rights and quota entitlements. 

Overall, it is Ireland’s view that the EU27’s basic position should be to protect all EU fishing 
communities. While all parties would like higher quotas, the way to achieve that is to grow the 
stocks through sustainable management for the benefit of all.

11/10/2018WRG04600Fish Exports

11/10/2018WRG04700162. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent of fish consumption here to date; the degree to which promotion is ongoing to high-
light the benefits thereof; the degree to which markets remain available for Irish exports in this 
regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41719/18]

11/10/2018WRG04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The seafood 
sector is an ever expanding and increasingly important element of our food exports and through 
the hard work of our producers in industry, my Department, Bord Bia and Bord Iascaigh Mhara, I 
hope to see this sector continue to grow.  One of my priorities is to secure growth in our exports 
to EU and third countries which are increasingly important in this sector given the uncertain-
ties arising from Brexit.  It is for this reason that I led trade missions to the USA and Canada 
in February and March 2018, and also to China and Hong Kong in May 2018.  I also attended 
Seafood Expo Global in Brussels in April 2018 to promote Irish seafood to international buyers.

BIM’s Business of Irish Seafood report includes many highlights of Irish seafood in 2017 
but of particular note is that the value of the sector surpassed €1 billion for the first time.  The 
report identifies that there was a 4% increase in seafood consumed in Ireland with the market 
valued at €429 million, while Irish seafood and fisheries-related exports had a total value of 
€666 million.  Irish seafood exports have grown in volume but exceptionally in value, dem-
onstrating that our products can achieve better returns when we work collectively to target the 
right markets.  

My Department, Bord Bia and Bord Iascaigh Mhara continue to work to build exports in 
emerging markets, secure higher added value business in core markets and build a vibrant 
home market for underutilised species.  In 2018 my Department approved €2 million in ad-
ditional funding from the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund to enhance Bord Bia’s sea-
food promotion work.  With this additional funding and in their efforts to increase exports of 
Irish seafood, Bord Bia has maintained stands at 8 international seafood exhibitions with over 
one million visitors getting to meet 65 Irish seafood processors exhibiting their produce.  A se-
ries of studies in Asian markets have also been commissioned to identify, profile and prioritise 
the most attractive trade prospects.  Point of sale and promotional Origin Green material is also 
being developed and tailored to the needs of these individual export markets. 

With the aim of developing a vibrant home market Bord Bia ran the “Flex your mussels” 
campaign in June 2018 highlighting how easy mussels are to prepare and to educate on the 
health benefits that come from eating mussels.  Strong sales uplifts were reported as a result of 
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this campaign.  A second national mussel promotion has been announced to run from 22 Octo-
ber to 4 November 2018.  

I am advised that Bord Bia is currently working on a new strategy for domestic promotions 
for 2019 to 2021 with a focus on whitefish that is caught off our coast and landed here at Irish 
fishing ports, namely Whiting, Hake and Haddock.  This strategy will be developed in consulta-
tion with industry, retail and food service customers and Bord Iascaigh Mhara.

11/10/2018WRG04900Poultry Industry

11/10/2018WRG05000163. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which poultry production continues and is likely to do so notwithstanding global 
market interventions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41720/18]

11/10/2018WRG05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The poultry 
sector plays a very important role within the Irish agri-food sector, supporting approximately 
6,000 jobs, mainly in rural areas. 

Irish poultry production reached record highs in 2017, with 95.5m birds slaughtered in 
export-approved plants. This represented an increase of 3.9% compared to 2016, with most of 
the increase evident in broiler and duck production. 

To the end of September 2018, Irish poultry production has continued to rise, increasing by 
1.8m birds, or 2.6% compared to last year. It is expected that total production for the year will 
come in at just under 100m birds. 

The value of Irish poultry exports in 2017 increased by 3% to an estimated €278million 
(CSO trade data), with the United Kingdom accounting for some 80% of this figure in value 
terms. Other EU markets now account for almost 10% of Irish exports, with France leading 
the way. Growth has also been evident in trade with Scandinavia and Spain. Exports to third 
country markets now amounts to 10% of export totals, with South Africa showing the biggest 
growth for Irish exporters.

11/10/2018WRG05200Food Exports

11/10/2018WRG05300164. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the value of beef exported in each of the past three years to date; the extent to which this is 
likely to continue notwithstanding external factors; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41721/18]

11/10/2018WRG05400165. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the value of lamb exports over the past three years to various export markets; the extent to 
which he expects this to continue notwithstanding external market changes; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41722/18]

11/10/2018WRG05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 164 and 165 together.

I am firmly committed to increasing market access and opportunities for all Irish agri-food 
exports around the world. Total agri-food exports amounted to €13.6 billion in 2017, according 
to the Central Statistics Office (CSO) trade statistics, an increase of 74% since 2009.  
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CSO Trade statistics for beef and sheep meat exports 2015-2017 are detailed in the table: 

- 2015 2016 2017
€ 000 € 000 € 000

Beef 2,209,065 2,267,383 2,406,834
Sheepmeat 241,893 277,106 310,872
According to the CSO trade statistics, by the end of July 2018 beef exports were approx €1.4 

billion, an increase of 4% in value terms compared to the same period in 2017. According to the 
CSO trade statistics, by the end of July 2018 sheepmeat exports were approx €180 million, an 
increase of 3% in value terms compared to the same period in 2017.

 My officials continue to work towards opening and enhancing access to as many markets 
as possible. This is a key part of our response to the challenges and uncertainty posed by Brexit, 
and is in line with the market development theme of the Food Wise 2025 strategy. Opening new 
markets involves a wide range of detailed work taking place across a range of levels including 
political, diplomatic, technical and official levels. 

I am delighted that already in 2018 the Chinese market has opened to Irish beef. Three Irish 
beef establishments were approved to export to China in April and a further three Irish beef 
establishments were approved in June following on from my Trade Mission to China in May. 
Beef access has been achieved as a result of huge effort by Team Ireland; Ministers, Depart-
mental officials, the Irish Embassy in Beijing and agencies including Bord Bia over several 
years. Beef exports to China have now commenced.  My Department has also recently agreed 
Veterinary Health Certificates for the export of beef, sheepmeat and poultry to both Kuwait and 
Qatar. These certificates apply for meat and meat products and are a result of a joined-up effort 
between my Department and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, in  particular the 
Embassy in the United Arab Emirates, also accredited to Kuwait and Qatar. 

I hope that these new markets will positively contribute towards another successful year for 
the Irish beef  & sheepmeat industry and our exports. However, the role of the Department is to 
open up new markets and increase opportunities, while taking advantage of these new markets 
and availing of these new opportunities is a matter for the industry themselves.  

 I recently launched an online international market access information portal which provides 
information across some of the major agri-food export sectors of dairy, meat, seafood and live 
animals.  The information provided includes certification arrangements, exporter terms and 
conditions, individual country trading statistics and the typical products exported to individual 
markets. This portal is a very valuable tool for our producers and exporters.  As new markets are 
opened or certification conditions are changed, this will of course be reflected by the necessary 
changes to the web portal. The portal can be accessed at www.marketaccess.agriculture.gov.ie/.

11/10/2018WRG05700Pigmeat Sector

11/10/2018WRG05800166. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the value of pig meat exports over the past three years to various export markets; the extent to 
which he expects this to continue, notwithstanding external market changes; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41723/18]

11/10/2018WRG05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Last year 
the total value of pig meat exports, taking account of all pigmeat including prepared and pre-
served, was more than €793 million; an increase from €733 million in 2016. Additionally, in 



11 October 2018

87

volume terms, exports rose by over 10 million tonnes growing from 265.3 million tonnes in 
2016 to 277.1million tonnes in 2017.

In terms of continuation of these trends, expanding market access remains a key priority for 
my Department.  My officials continue to work in tandem with industry stakeholders and Bord 
Bia towards increasing market diversification by opening and enhancing access to as many 
international markets as possible, and maintaining and developing key account relationships 
across emerging markets.  This is a key part of our response to the challenges and uncertainty 
posed by Brexit, and is in line with the market development theme of the Food Wise 2025 
strategy.

The following table, based on CSO data, shows the total pigmeat exports and exports 
to some of Ireland’s key markets from 2015 - 2017. 

 2015  2016  2017  
Country €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
Total 669,771 242,174 733,933 265,353 793,079 277,176
EU 509,469 154,845 530,841 158,600 594,112 175,807
Of which 
Unit-
ed King-
dom (incl. 
GB and 
NI)

402,165 97,262 411,124 103,781 444,753 117,072

Non-EU 160,301 87,329 203,092 106,753 198,967 101,349
Of which 
China   

80,863 53,069 121,558 74,766 102,472 64,915

Of which 
Unit-
ed States

27,465 6,827 25,427 6,360 19,021 4,860

11/10/2018WRH00200Cereal Sector

11/10/2018WRH00300167. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the future of the cereal market is assured; the way in which it is likely to be 
affected by external forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41724/18]

11/10/2018WRH00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The tillage 
sector is an integral component of the Agri-food industry, making a significant contribution to 
overall agricultural output. Crop production as a whole including Horticulture, contributes in 
the region of €700 million annually to agricultural output at farm gate prices.

In particular, the cereals sector is a major contributor to livestock production providing 
high quality grain to the animal feeding industry. The cereal sector is also a key source of seed 
production as well grain for the milling and malting industry and is therefore a significant stake-
holder in our agri-food industry from a supply/food safety and sustainability viewpoint. I am 
most conscious that the maintenance of an efficient and viable tillage sector in Ireland is of the 
utmost importance as it reduces our dependence on imported cereals. 

I acknowledge that cereal production has experienced difficult challenges in recent times in 
terms of weather conditions throughout the spring and summer of this year. In relation to cereal 
markets, Ireland only accounts for approximately 1% of EU production. Grain prices here are 
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very much affected by European and world market price shifts linked to supply/demand issues 
and tend to experience volatility. The current situation for the cereal sector is that it has experi-
enced, as a result of the drought in Europe, a spike in prices and a drop in the harvest forecast 
for the 28 Member States including Ireland. 

I would like to add that my Department has provided and continues to provide, a range of 
supports to assist this vital sector. In 2017, I introduced the €150m Agriculture Cashflow Sup-
port Loan Scheme and extended it through provision of national exchequer funding to cover 
the tillage and horticulture sectors. As a further support to tillage farmers the Tillage Capital 
Investment Scheme under TAMS II covers specific areas of investment with over €3.9 million 
paid out to tillage farmers to date. My Department announced earlier this year the extension 
of the Protein Aid Scheme with the same level of funding as 2017. Furthermore in August this 
year I announced a €2.75 million fodder production incentive measure for tillage farmers to 
encourage tillage growers to actively engage in the fodder market and there has been very posi-
tive engagement.    

My Department additionally provides a high quality official crop seed certification scheme 
to the industry, in addition to an extensive national crop variety evaluation programme. 

The agri-food sector is exploring the development of niche and specialist markets for cereal 
products which have the potential to improve competitiveness and sustainability. The demand 
for Irish malting barley is growing in line with the sustained growth in demand for Irish whis-
key. The opportunity offered by maximizing the amount of Irish grain must be developed to the 
benefit of all involved. 

In conclusion I would also encourage tillage growers to fully implement the advice and 
research provided by Teagasc in relation to efficient and sustainable production of crops. I am 
committed to this important sector which plays a key role in the development of the wider agri-
food industry. 

11/10/2018WRH00500Dairy Sector

11/10/2018WRH00600168. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the value of dairy exports over the past three years to various export markets; the extent to 
which he expects this to continue notwithstanding external issues; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41725/18]

11/10/2018WRH00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2017, Ire-
land exported dairy products to 147 countries totalling over €4.6 billion worth of produce. 

Irish dairy products have a highly rated and hard earned reputation in terms of quality, safety 
and sustainability, and this gives them a competitive edge in markets over the world. My De-
partment, in conjunction with other stakeholders, including the Irish dairy companies and agen-
cies such as Bord Bia, are playing a key role in building the market for Irish dairy with intensive 
Ministerial trade mission programmes and other promotional work. Against the backdrop of our 
efforts to significantly increase dairy output and grow the sector, export market diversification 
is of the utmost importance, and this is particularly true in the context of a post-Brexit scenario.

Aggregate dairy exports in 2017 increased by approx 17.6% in value against 2016, indicat-
ing another robust performance by the Irish dairy sector in international markets. 

The long-term fundamentals of the global dairy market are strong, with growing global 
demand  projected from fast developing countries with increasing middle classes and more 
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westernised diets. Whilst significant challenges, in particular price volatility, have continued 
throughout recent years, there is confidence that the Irish and EU dairy sector is well placed 
to gain from the opportunity presented by expanding global demand whilst simultaneously ad-
dressing these challenges. 

The following table, based on CSO data, shows the total dairy exports and exports, to some 
of Ireland’s key markets from 2015 - 2017. 

 2015  2016  2017  
Country €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
Total 3,858,828 1,179,504 3,951,757 1,210,235 4,646,098 1,361,417
EU 2,121,910 770,389 2,007,640 731,495 2,514,621 835,986
Of which 
United 
Kingdom 
(incl GB 
and NI)

960,766 388,850 856,445 337,339 996,410 381,697

Non-EU 1,736,917 409,115 1,944,117 478,740 2,131,477 525,431
Of which 
China 
(incl Hong 
Kong)

486,516 55,823 643,120 69,630 667,238 74,542

Of which 
United 
States

186,184 31,232 172,435 33,819 189,046 37,929

11/10/2018WRH00800Food Imports

11/10/2018WRH00900169. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which adequate systems remain in place to identify food and food product imports 
from third world countries with a view to ensuring ready traceability and compliance with Irish 
and international standards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41726/18]

11/10/2018WRH01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Food products 
placed on the European marketplace are covered by a range of legislation designed to ensure 
that products supplied to consumers are of the highest safety standards.  My Department plays 
a part in the enforcement of this legislation along with Competent Authorities in other Member 
States, other Irish Government Departments and State Agencies such as the Food Safety Au-
thority of Ireland (FSAI) and the Health Service Executive. 

The import of products of animal origin from third countries is governed by a comprehen-
sive and robust legislative framework laid down at EU level, controlled by Member States in 
the first instance, and audited by the European Commission’s Directorate General for Health 
and Food Safety, to ensure compliance with all of the relevant food safety standards. The legis-
lation imposes health and supervisory requirements designed to ensure that imported products 
meet standards equivalent to those required for production and trade between Member States. 
Border Inspection Posts are operated by my Department. Import control procedures on products 
of animal and fish origin are highly prescriptive and strictly audited by the Directorate to ensure 
compliance. Inspection finding reports are published on the Directorate General for Health and 
Food Safety’s website.  Veterinary checks are carried out on consignments of foods imported 
from Third countries outside the EU.  100% of consignments are documentary and identity 
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checked and physical checks, including sampling of products, are carried out according to Eu-
ropean regulations.

Primary responsibility under EU law for the safety and traceability of food placed on the 
market lies with food business operators. The role of National Competent Agencies is to verify 
compliance with this requirement. This is done via a combination of inspecting establishments 
and auditing the food safety management systems which operators have in place. These con-
trols are applied at different stages in the food supply chain. Regulation (EC) No. 178 of 2002 
sets out the general principles and requirements of EU food law and stipulates that food busi-
ness operators must, at all stages of production, processing and distribution within their busi-
ness, ensure food law requirements are satisfied.

11/10/2018WRH01100Mushroom Industry

11/10/2018WRH01200170. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he remains satisfied regarding the future of the mushroom industry here 
with particular reference to access to export markets; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41727/18]

11/10/2018WRH01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The mush-
room industry is a critical sector within the horticultural industry with a farm-gate output for 
2017 estimated at €118 million.  The UK is the most important market, given its proximity, for 
Irish mushrooms accounting for approximately 90% of our annual production. 

The UK market continues to be highly competitive and ongoing uncertainty over BREXIT 
and the impact of currency fluctuations continues to be a challenge for the industry. However 
despite these challenges the industry continues to be very resilient and has benefited from the 
long term relationships built up with its UK retail customers. 

Access arrangements to the UK market post-Brexit will depend on the outcome of the UK’s 
Brexit negotiations with the EU. Ireland’s objective in the negotiations is to have a trading rela-
tionship with the UK which is as close as possible to the current arrangements. The Government 
will be firm in arguing that any agreement reached between the EU and the UK must take ac-
count of the very serious challenges presented by Brexit, particularly given the unique circum-
stances on the island of Ireland and the importance of our economic relationship with the UK. 

Additionally, my Department and its State Agencies are currently providing supports on a 
number of fronts to the sector. 

The EU Producer Organisation (PO) Scheme continues to be a vital support mechanism for 
mushroom growers, with 80% of Irish growers in a producer organisation at present. This EU 
funded scheme provides a mechanism for producers to work together to optimise production 
costs, stabilise prices and strengthen their position in the market place by becoming part of a 
larger supply base. Through the funding under the PO scheme, the industry has been focused on 
improving competitiveness through the implementation of LEAN processes and technologies. 

An Bord Bia has commenced a 3-year mushroom promotion campaign on the Irish and 
UK markets. This campaign is co-funded by the industry and the European Commission. It is 
important to emphasise that the overall market for mushrooms in the UK and Ireland remains 
strong, showing good potential for further growth.   

For the wider horticultural sector the Scheme of Investment Aid for the Development of the 
Commercial Horticulture Sector continues to be the main support for individual growers in the 
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horticulture industry who wish to make capital investments in specialised equipment or build-
ings. Funding under Budget 2019 for capital investments in the commercial horticulture sector 
has been increased by an additional €1 million to €6 million for 2019 in response to strong de-
mand for investment within the sector and the emerging challenges of Brexit, further reflecting 
this Government’s commitment to ongoing support for the sector.

The new Brexit Loan Scheme aims also to make up to €300 million of working capital fi-
nance available to SMEs and mid-cap businesses (up to 499 employees). This will give Brexit-
impacted businesses, including potentially a number of mushroom exporters time and space to 
adapt and to grow into the future.    

I am very much committed to working with the mushroom sector to assist it in adjusting to 
the challenges that lie ahead.

11/10/2018WRH01400Animal Welfare

11/10/2018WRH01500171. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he monitors the various issues affecting animal welfare, including compli-
ance and or breaches of regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41728/18]

11/10/2018WRH01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am fully 
committed to promoting good practices that respect the welfare of all animals and my Depart-
ment devotes considerable resources to protecting animal welfare and in dealing with breaches 
of animal welfare legislation. The Act provides the framework within which the welfare of ani-
mals can be safeguarded and I am hopeful that the substantial and significantly increased levels 
of penalties for offences of animal cruelty provided for under the Act will act as a deterrent to 
animal welfare abuses.

Officials form my Department are directly involved in monitoring  animal welfare on farms 
as part of their inspection duties  in the areas of animal health, food safety, transportation and 
welfare. My Department also actively works via the regional Early Warning System to ensure 
that potential welfare problems in farming are identified at an early stage and wherever possible 
avoided.

This work is further underpinned by the Animal Welfare Helpline which my Department 
operates, Lo-call  0761 064408 , along with a dedicated email address, AnimalWelfare@agri-
culture.gov.ie, which facilitates the reporting by members of the public of concerns in regard to 
the welfare of animals.  All calls received are treated in confidence. The animal welfare hotline 
exists for the reporting of specific incidents relating to animal welfare which come to the at-
tention of members of the public, which they believe are in need of attention. All complaints 
received are investigated and followed up on.

Control in respect of animal welfare is a matter that is also dealt with by a wider range of 
organisations not just my Department. In the case of  non farmed animals, a vital role is  played 
by An Gárda Síochána, Local Authorities and authorised officers of the ISPCA and DSPCA. 
These latter are some of the many recipients of substantial  ex-gratia funding which my Depart-
ment provides to underpin important work done by many organisations in the area of support-
ing animal welfare. In December 2017, I announced  the largest ever Department allocation of 
funding to animal welfare organisations of €2,560,000. A total of 111 organisations are benefit-
ting under these arrangements.



Questions - Written Answers

92

11/10/2018WRH01700Equine Industry

11/10/2018WRH01800172. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects the sport of polo to be able to benefit from a ready support of 
suitable sport horses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41729/18]

11/10/2018WRH01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The current 
sport horse population is estimated at 135,715 animals in Ireland. The Irish sport horse is a 
versatile animal which is adaptable for most disciplines including polo.  However, it should be 
noted that the discipline of Polo prefers equines with Thoroughbred blood to ensure sufficient 
speed and stamina particularly where individual riders progress to the higher ranks in the sport.  
There already exists strong linkages between sport horses with Thoroughbred blood and the 
polo sector and such horses have played a significant role in the development of high perfor-
mance polo ponies around the world.

Polo has a long tradition in Ireland and the number of participants is small (estimated to be 
less than 150) with the number of horses involved estimated to be less than 600.  

I consider that the current sport horse population is not a limiting factor to the further devel-
opment of the sport in Ireland. 

11/10/2018WRH02000Artisan Food Sector

11/10/2018WRH02100173. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which the artisan food sector continues to grow in value with consequent benefit 
to the home and export markets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41730/18]

11/10/2018WRH02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Food Wise 
2025, the strategy for the agri-food industry acknowledges the unique and important position of 
the artisan food sector in both the rural and national economy and its positive growth prospects 
and recommends actions to support the sector to realise its potential. These include supports 
for artisan food businesses, a pipeline for new entrants to the Artisan Food Market at Bloom, 
promoting meet the buyer opportunities, delivery of small business specific consumer and mar-
ket insights, and programmes to assist producers to extend business reach and festival markets.

Supports for the artisan food sector are available from the development agencies. Many 
artisan businesses have participated in the Food Academy programme developed by Bord Bia, 
Local Enterprise Offices and Musgraves/Supervalu; the Food Works programme (developed by 
Bord Bia, Teagasc and Enterprise Ireland for start-up food entrepreneurs) and from technical 
assistance from Teagasc. 

In terms of small food businesses in general, close to 500 food companies with a turnover of 
€100,000 to €3.5m are registered with Bord Bia for supports and services. These owner man-
aged businesses produce high-end products with a strong focus on the domestic market.

The farmhouse cheese sector alone includes over 50 cheese-makers producing more than 
150 types of cheese valued at over €12 million per annum at farm gate level. The sector is in-
novative with over 17 new farmhouse cheeses developed in the past year. My Department has 
supported a three year Bord Bia farmhouse cheese programme under the EU Promotion regime. 

Farmers markets remain a valuable entry point for many potential food entrepreneurs and 
those building a local and visitor customer base. In the past year Bord Bia ran workshops for 
market managers to support the development of this important local route to market. Feedback 
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was highly positive. 

My Department provides bursaries for the UCC Diploma in Speciality Food Production, a 
food science and business course for food producers, potential start-ups and those interested in 
developing businesses and /or promoting the artisan sector. Bord Bia, Teagasc and the FSAI 
contribute to the work of the Diploma. Over 180 students have graduated; many are success-
fully running small artisan and speciality food businesses. 

Growth prospects for the sector are positive overall, driven by increased consumer inter-
est in the provenance of food, environmental concerns, health and a desire to support the local 
economy. 

There is provision in the Rural Development Programme (RDP), for funding to support new 
and existing artisan, micro and small food producers to address emerging challenges through 
investment in areas such as market development, competitiveness and innovation. This funding  
is being  delivered using the LEADER methodology. Earlier this year, my colleague Minister 
Ring and I launched  the ‘LEADER Food Initiative’  for the artisan/small food and beverage 
businesses, which provides for funding of €15 million up to 2020. 

The Initiative  provides financial supports, including for the renovation and extension of 
production facilities and the purchasing of processing equipment, as well as supporting partici-
pants in the artisan food and beverage sector in areas such as market development, competitive-
ness, and innovation.The maximum amount of funding available is €200,000 per project and 
funding will be provided for both capital investment and softer supports related to analysis and 
development or training. This includes support for collaborative proposals where food busi-
nesses jointly address common processing and marketing challenges.

11/10/2018WRH02300Alternative Farm Enterprises

11/10/2018WRH02400174. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which deer farming continues with consequent supply to the home market and-or 
exports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41731/18]

11/10/2018WRH02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Deer farm-
ing in Ireland is an alternative enterprise which is dependent on the dynamics of supply and 
demand which affect all agricultural production systems. In 1996 there were approximately 
500 deer farms with 20,000 deer in Ireland, but numbers have declined sharply since that time. 

Today there are only a small number of farmers in Ireland actively supplying deer for meat 
production, which cater primarily to specialised niche markets. The sector is reliant upon pro-
ducers and companies ensuring that a market exists for their product, an objective which Bord 
Bia assists in by identifying and developing potential market outlets.

There was some recent growth in game (venison) market during 2016 for example with 
around 764 deer slaughtered for this market, but, this declined to 271 deer for 2017, with 133 deer 
slaughtered so far in 2018.

Growth in the past was achieved as a result of improved distribution for game meats, espe-
cially in supermarkets. Game and exotic meats historically occupy a premium, niche segment 
of the meat market. Whilst there are opportunities to compete with the larger premium segment 
of the red meat/poultry categories, it is important to note that demand is seasonal, with the 
greatest concentration of retail shelf space dedicated to game in the Winter/Christmas period. 
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My Department has approved one factory for the slaughter of deer in Ireland, and two game 
handling plants. There may also be outlets for processing of venison in Local Authority ap-
proved plants, but this would be a matter for the Local Authority concerned.

11/10/2018WRH02600Alternative Farm Enterprises

11/10/2018WRH02700175. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which the agrifood  sector relies on supplies of wild deer; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41732/18]

11/10/2018WRH02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Deer farm-
ing in Ireland is an alternative enterprise which is dependent on the dynamics of supply and 
demand which affect all agricultural production systems. In 1996 there were approximately 
500 deer farms with 20,000 deer in Ireland, but numbers have declined sharply since that time. 

Today there are only a small number of farmers in Ireland actively supplying deer for meat 
production, which cater primarily to specialised niche markets. The sector is reliant upon pro-
ducers and companies ensuring that a market exists for their product, an objective which Bord 
Bia assists in by identifying and developing potential market outlets.

There was some recent growth in game (venison) market during 2016 for example with 
around 764 deer slaughtered for this market, but, this declined to 271 deer for 2017, with 133 deer 
slaughtered so far in 2018.

Growth in the past was achieved as a result of improved distribution for game meats, espe-
cially in supermarkets. Game and exotic meats historically occupy a premium, niche segment 
of the meat market. Whilst there are opportunities to compete with the larger premium segment 
of the red meat/poultry categories, it is important to note that demand is seasonal, with the 
greatest concentration of retail shelf space dedicated to game in the Winter/Christmas period. 

My Department has approved one factory for the slaughter of deer in Ireland, and two game 
handling plants. There may also be outlets for processing of venison in Local Authority ap-
proved plants, but this would be a matter for the Local Authority concerned.

There is no reliance on wild deer in the sector currently.

11/10/2018WRH02900Ministerial Meetings

11/10/2018WRH03000176. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if comments made by him (details supplied) at the Oireachtas Joint Commit-
tee on Communications, Climate Action and Environment on 2 October 2018 will be clarified; 
the schedule of the meetings he has had with the person; the persons representing them and or 
a consortium; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41544/18]

11/10/2018WRH03100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): This issues raised by the Deputy have been addressed in the House 
during statements by An Taoiseach this afternoon.  Details of Deputy Naughten’s diary for the 
period June 2018 to October 2018 have been placed on the record of the House.

11/10/2018WRH03200Inland Fisheries Data
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11/10/2018WRH03300177. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of rivers in State or private ownership, in County Donegal; if in State 
ownership, when they were taken into ownership in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41548/18]

11/10/2018WRH03400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): The current status (open; open to catch and release; or closed) of 
the rivers in the North Western River Basin District (NWRBD) is shown in the following table. 
Collation of data for scientific advice and public consultation process in respect of the proposals 
for the 2019 season is currently underway and will be published in due course. 

 Open Fisheries 2018 Open Fisheries - 
Catch & Release 
Only 2018

Closed Fisheries 
2018

Ballyshannon Dis-
trict

Drowes Eany Abbey

Glen Ballintra (Murvagh)
Oily Laghy (Stream)
Bungosteen Erne
Duff
Eske
Owenwee (Yellow)

Letterkenny District Gweebarra (brown 
tag required)

Leannan (Catch & 
Release from 1st 
May)

Bracky

Clady Lackagh Isle (Burn)
Crana Mill
Owenea Clonmany
Owentocker Straid
Gweedore (Crolly) Owenamarve
Tullaghobegley Swilly

Donagh
Culoort
Glenna
Glenagannon
Ray
Leannan (Closed 
until 30th April)

Many fisheries, including those in the NWRBD are in mixed ownership with both public 
(State) and private sections of varying sizes. In the time available, it has not been possible 
to comprehensively collate the information. If the Deputy has a particular river in mind I will 
seek to have Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) address that issue. If the Deputy prefers, I can re-
quest IFI to contact the Deputy directly as regards their records in relation to State owned fish-
eries.

11/10/2018WRH03500Departmental Investigations
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11/10/2018WRH03600178. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if his attention has been drawn to a complaint to the European Commission by 
a group (details supplied); if he has engaged the Commission in respect of this issue; his plans 
to address the complaint at local level; if he or his officials are in a position to investigate the 
matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41564/18]

11/10/2018WRH03700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Kyne): There are a number of issues raised in the complaint, many of 
which do not fall under of the Department of Communications, Climate Action & Environment 
including issues pertaining to planning legislation which are matters for the Minister for Hous-
ing, Planning and Local Government.

In terms of waste management, the Waste Management Act 1996 and the Waste Manage-
ment (Licensing) Regulations 2004 govern the process under which waste licences are applied 
for and maintained. Once granted, each waste licence defines the nature of environmentally 
acceptable activities that can take place at a waste facility, including the acceptable types of 
waste that can be received. This is done by the conditions of the licence which are set by the 
Environmental Protection Agency.

I have no function in relation either to the setting of operating conditions or to their enforce-
ment, and under section 60(3) of the Waste Management Act 1996, the Minister is precluded 
from exercising any power or control in relation to the performance by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, in particular circumstances, of a statutory function vested in it.

11/10/2018WRH03800Departmental Schemes

11/10/2018WRH03900179. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to roll out the warmth and wellbeing scheme on a nationwide basis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41577/18]

11/10/2018WRH04000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): The Warmth & Wellbeing scheme is a joint policy initiative be-
tween my Department and the Department of Health and is being delivered under the Govern-
ment’s Strategy to Combat Energy Poverty and the Healthy Ireland Framework. The main aim 
of the scheme, which began in 2016 is to validate, in an Irish context, the strong international 
evidence that making homes warmer, drier and more energy efficient can have on the health 
and wellbeing of people vulnerable to energy poverty, who are living with chronic respiratory 
conditions.

The scheme is currently available in the HSE Community Health Area 7 in Dublin postal 
areas 8, 10, 12, 22 and 24, and my department is engaging with the health authorities to exam-
ine implementation in areas with characteristics of rural areas, with different settlement pattern 
a housing stock. The initial 3 year phase of the scheme will conclude at the end of this year, 
with the full allocation of €20m being spent and nearly 1,000 homes upgraded. There is already 
strong evidence of benefits of these upgrades to the health and wellbeing of participants. There 
are two strands to decision making around the future of the Warmth and Wellbeing approach, 
relating to health and energy. From the health perspective, the measurement and evaluation 
of the data gathered from participants is necessary to validate the effectiveness of energy ef-
ficiency improvements in supporting better health outcomes. From the energy perspective, an 
effective delivery infrastructure has been established by SEAI and the HSE in the pilot area, but 
more does need to be learned on the ground about how to scale this up, not least in the context 
of how we ramp up to meet the level of ambition in the NDP. Based on the outcomes of this first 
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phase I will be considering the optimal next steps, bearing in mind that the quality of the client 
experience must be the first priority in any consideration of a wider roll out.

11/10/2018WRH04100Energy Efficiency

11/10/2018WRH04200180. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the requirements that are set down in relation to the energy efficiency of boilers 
that are installed in new homes and new businesses as replacements in existing homes and busi-
nesses. [41637/18]

11/10/2018WRH04300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government are 
responsible for the Building Regulations. Technical Guidance Document L- Conservation of 
Fuel and Energy – Dwellings (2017), sets out the requirements in relation to the energy effi-
ciency of boilers at 1.4.2 ‘Heating appliance efficiency’ for new dwellings and at 2.2.2 ‘Heating 
appliance efficiency’ for existing dwelling.My Department has implemented the requirements 
for energy labelling and ecodesign under EU Directives; Directive 2010/30/EU transposed into 
Irish law through S.I. No. 366/2011 - European Union (Energy Labelling) Regulations 2011, 
and Directive 2009/125/EC transposed into Irish law through S.I. No. 203/2011 - European 
Union (Ecodesign Requirements for Certain Energy-related Products) Regulations 2011.

All new space or water heaters are subject to EU energy labelling and ecodesign require-
ments, and come with an energy label showing their energy efficiency class, ratings go from G 
(least efficient) to A++ (most efficient).

11/10/2018WRH04400Electric Vehicles

11/10/2018WRH04500181. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to roll out a programme of state-of-the-art electric vehicle charge points; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41654/18]

11/10/2018WRH04600Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): The majority of the existing network of publicly accessible charge 
points was rolled out by the ESB through its eCars programme. This network includes circa 80 
fast chargers, mainly on national routes. A map showing the charge points, including the status 
and availability of the charge points, is available on the ESB’s website at www.esb.ie/ecars.

The provision of charging infrastructure is a necessity for the uptake of electric vehicles.  A 
key aspect of the work of the Low Emission Vehicle Taskforce, co-chaired by my Department 
and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, involves examining how best to support 
the development of the public charging network. The first phase of the Taskforce’s work, which 
focuses on electric vehicles, is nearing completion and will lead to an expanded range of sup-
ports for the provision of effective and efficient electric vehicle charging.

I would like to highlight the role of the Climate Action Fund. The first Call for Applications, 
which I launched in July, includes provision for supporting electric vehicle charging networks 
along with a range of other project types. The deadline for applications has now passed and I 
can confirm that almost 100 applications have been received. An assessment process of these 
applications is currently underway.

In addition, my Department, in conjunction with the SEAI, is working on how best to sup-
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port the provision of greater levels of on-street public charging.

11/10/2018WRH04700Genetically Modified Organisms

11/10/2018WRH04800182. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his views on the recent decision to enable Ireland to prohibit or restrict 
the cultivation of genetically modified organisms here in view of the fact that scientific experts 
have said that the next generation of gene edited crops has the potential to cut climate emis-
sions in agriculture and boost global food security as outlined in an article (details supplied). 
[41657/18]

11/10/2018WRH04900Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (supported by the Environmental Protection Agency) is responsible for the authorisa-
tion of GM crops for cultivation.  Earlier this year, the Government approved the transposition 
of Directive 2015/412 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2015, which 
will enable, though not compel, Ireland to opt out of cultivation of GMO crops approved for 
cultivation elsewhere in the EU. The legal instrument to give effect to the transposition will 
shortly be signed. Notwithstanding the transposition of this Directive, the Government intends 
to keep Ireland’s GMO cultivation policy under ongoing review, particularly in light of scien-
tific developments in this rapidly evolving sector.

The Department also notes the recent decision by the European Court of Justice (ECJ) in 
relation to evaluating New Breeding Techniques (NBTs) under existing GMO regulations, and, 
in collaboration with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, will continue to 
monitor this situation with respect to implications for human and animal health and the environ-
ment. In relation to reducing climate emissions in the agriculture sector and food security, these 
issues come under the remit of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in terms of 
respective inputs to the National Mitigation Plan and International Food Security.

11/10/2018WRH05000Telecommunications Services Provision

11/10/2018WRH05100183. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will raise with Eir and the Commission for Communications Regulation the 
delays in having repairs and restoration of service on Eir landlines carried out in which diffi-
culties arise; if there is a statutory obligation on telecommunication providers to have service 
restored or have repairs undertaken within an acceptable timeframe; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41734/18]

11/10/2018WRH05200Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): In accordance with the European Communities (Electronic Com-
munications Networks and Services) (Universal Services and Users’ Rights) Regulations 2011 
(S.I. No 337 of 2011) ComReg has designated Eir as the universal service provider of basic 
fixed line telephone services. This includes an obligation to clear line faults within timelines set 
in its universal service obligation.

Any complaint that Eir is failing to repair or restore landline services, within a reasonable 
period, should be forwarded to ComReg, for further examination.

ComReg as the statutorily independent regulatory body for telecommunications investi-
gates complaints as part of its remit. This is a requirement of the EU regulatory framework for 
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the telecommunications market, which is applicable across all member states of the EU and the 
EEA.

11/10/2018WRH05300Bus Services

11/10/2018WRH05400184. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 215 of 4 October 2018, if he will publish and or supply a 
copy of his submission on the proposed BusConnects project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41583/18]

11/10/2018WRH05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As I previously in-
formed the Deputy, I made a submission, on behalf of my constituents, regarding the BusCon-
nects proposals relating to the network redesign during the period of public consultation which 
closed on the 28th September.

A copy of that submission  is available to view on my personal website at http://www.shan-
eross.ie/bus-connects-submission/

I understand the consultation period elicited a large number of submissions and I expect all 
of those submissions will be carefully considered by the NTA in the coming months.

11/10/2018WRH05600Roads Maintenance Funding

11/10/2018WRH05700185. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if an application for emergency funding for the repair of the Ivy Bridge at Cloghan, Stranorlar, 
County Donegal was received in his Department; if emergency funding for the collapsed bridge 
in order to carry out the repair necessary to reopen the bridge will be provided; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41630/18]

11/10/2018WRH05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads (including bridges) is the statutory responsibility 
of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. 
Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road 
grants.  

Applications for funding under the Department’s Bridge Rehabilitation Scheme are invited 
on an annual basis for consideration for funding in the subsequent year. Councils are made 
aware of the conditions and are asked to submit applications in order of priority. Donegal Coun-
ty Council recently submitted applications for funding for 9 bridges and Cloghan Bridge was 
priority no. 5 among these applications. The Department will examine applications from all 
local authorities and Councils will be notified of their allocations early in the new year.

11/10/2018WRH05900State Airports

11/10/2018WRH06000186. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a person 
was detained by the United States Border and Customs staff at Dublin Airport on 5 October 
2018; and if so, the legal authority upon which the staff detained the person in view of the fact 
that as per the relevant legislation and agreement, passengers in pre-clearance remain in Irish 
legal jurisdiction and have the right to withdraw from the pre-clearance process. [41737/18]
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11/10/2018WRH06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will be 
aware, US Preclearance is carried out by officers of US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
in Dublin and Shannon Airports under the terms of an international agreement between the two 
states, namely the US Ireland Preclearance Agreement, and in accordance with the Aviation 
Preclearance Act 2009.  

The preclearance facilities that are operated at Dublin and Shannon Airports are within 
Irish jurisdiction and the laws of Ireland apply at all times. The United States, like all sovereign 
states, has the authority to determine the right of any individual to enter its territory. Decisions 
on who may enter the United States are entirely a matter for US officials and eligibility is deter-
mined by reference to US immigration rules. Passengers who wish to avail of preclearance do 
so voluntarily and on condition that they recognise and consent to the right of the US to grant 
or refuse preclearance in accordance with its immigration rules.  Passengers retain the right to 
withdraw from the preclearance process.

It is not the policy, nor would it be appropriate, for me as Minister to refer to the detail of 
any individual case of a person availing of preclearance.

In general terms, the Aviation Preclearance Act 2009 permits Preclearance Officers to detain 
a person in a limited number of circumstances and any persons detained under these provisions 
must be delivered forthwith into the custody of An Garda Síochána.

11/10/2018WRJ00200Early Years Sector

11/10/2018WRJ00300187. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the funding 
allocated and total expenditure under the early years capital programme in each of the years 
2015 to 2018. [41545/18]

11/10/2018WRJ00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The early years 
capital budget in the Department of Children and Youth Affairs has over the past number of 
years contributed to the creation of early years and school age childcare places, essential main-
tenance, quality improvements and other smaller scale grants with the objective of improving 
the overall infrastructure of the childcare sector in Ireland. Between 2015 and 2018, the Depart-
ment has provided capital grants to early years providers on a competitive basis, with a focus 
on building capacity and improvements for childcare facilities.

The allocation and outturn for early years capital in the years 2015 to 2018 was as follows.

Year Allocation (€m) Outturn (€m)
2015 8.25 8.25
2016 7.5 7
2017 7.5* TBC**
2018 6.86 TBC***
*This figure includes €1.64m carried over from 2016.

**Final outturn figures for 2017 are currently being compiled and will be provided to the 
Deputy.

***2018 programme ongoing.

11/10/2018WRJ00500Early Years Sector
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11/10/2018WRJ00600188. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to 
grant either retrospective funding or release future funding to a school (details supplied) in view 
of the exceptional circumstances in the case. [41546/18]

11/10/2018WRJ00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
operated a number of Capital Programmes in 2018 offering assistance under a number of cat-
egories covering increased capacity, essential maintenance and natural outdoor play areas.  The 
Programme was launched earlier in the year and unfortunately the process has now concluded 
with the budget allocated in full. No further funding is anticipated to be made available this 
year.

However, the details and specification of 2019’s Early Years Capital offering are being de-
veloped at present. As soon as these have been finalised, an announcement will issue to all 
childcare providers. Following this, I would encourage the service in question to submit an 
application for funding.

As regards the precarity of the service in question’s current rental situation, I would en-
courage as a matter of urgency that they engage with their local County Childcare Committee 
(Meath CCC) and Pobal’s Sustainability team should they be in danger of closure or re-loca-
tion. There are a number of non-financial sustainability supports offered to services that are 
experiencing difficulties.

I regret that I cannot be of more assistance at this time. However, I wish the service in ques-
tion the very best wishes  now and in the future.

11/10/2018WRJ00800Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

11/10/2018WRJ00900189. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to 
meet with representatives and members of groups (details supplied) in her consultations on the 
matter of the grave site at Tuam. [41641/18]

11/10/2018WRJ01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): While acknowl-
edging the extraordinarily difficult legal and practical challenges, I shared my personal perspec-
tive on the decisions which must be taken and outlined my intention to bring comprehensive 
proposals on the future of the site to Government.  This work is now at an advanced stage.

I also understand that representatives from these groups were actively involved in the inde-
pendently facilitated public consultation process around the future of the Tuam site, and partici-
pated in the Tuam and Dublin briefings with members of the Expert Technical Group. 

As matters progress, I will continue to engage with all parties to ensure that the diversity of 
perspectives and concerns are recognised and that, even in the absence of consensus, we might 
hope to proceed in collaboration and partnership. 

I have engaged with representatives of the groups on a number of occasions, including most 
recently at a public meeting in Tuam on the 23rd July of this year. On that occasion I met with 
former residents, with relatives of those who lived for a time in the Home and with those who 
live near the area now. It was a good, if at times difficult and emotional, conversation and I was 
privileged to have been able to directly hear the views of those most directly impacted by this 
most sensitive matter.

11/10/2018WRJ01100Child and Family Agency Staff
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11/10/2018WRJ01200190. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the qualifica-
tions, including specialist qualifications, which must be held by Tusla staff before they may 
undertake assessments of children in circumstances in which an allegation of child sexual abuse 
has been made; and the way in which CORU monitors and enforces fitness to practice as an 
assessor of child sexual abuse allegations. [41670/18]

11/10/2018WRJ01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am informed 
by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, that assessments of children in circumstances in which 
an allegation of child sexual abuse has been made must be carried out by a registered social 
worker. 

In order to register with CORU, social workers must hold an approved qualification, as laid 
out by CORU, and demonstrate that they are fit and proper to work in the field.   

CORU is Ireland’s multi-profession health regulator. The role of CORU is to protect the 
public by promoting high standards of professional conduct, education, training and compe-
tence through statutory registration of health and social care professionals. The registration, 
monitoring, fitness to practice and continuing professional development of social workers is an 
operational matter for CORU.

11/10/2018WRJ01400Child and Family Agency Staff

11/10/2018WRJ01500191. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the qualifica-
tions, including specialist qualifications, which must be held by forensic interviewers employed 
or contracted by Tusla before they may undertake forensic specialist assessment of children 
in circumstances in which an allegation of child sexual abuse has been made; and the way in 
which CORU monitors and enforces fitness to practice as specialist forensic assessor of child 
sexual abuse allegations. [41671/18]

11/10/2018WRJ01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Social workers 
involved with specialist  interviewing  of children who are alleged to have been sexually abused 
are registered with CORU as qualified social workers and have practice experience. Social 
workers involved in this type of interview are also required to have successfully completed a 
course in specialist training.  This is an intensive four week residential course run at Temple-
more College. Professionally qualified social workers practicing in the area of child protection 
and members of An Garda Síochana with experience in this field study together.  The course 
involves two examinations, one on the legal and legislative elements of child protection and a 
practical assessment, with actors simulating a specialist interview with a child.  Both assess-
ments must be passed in order to qualify as a specialist interviewer. Refresher courses must be 
completed on a regular basis. 

CORU comes under the remit of my colleague the Minister for Health. CORU’s role is to 
promote high standards of professional conduct, education, training and competence through 
statutory registration of health and social care professionals. 

The Social Workers Registration Board at CORU has statutory responsibility for:

Maintaining the Register of members

Assessment, approval and monitoring of training courses for the health and social care pro-
fessions

Established the code of professional conduct and ethics and standards of performance to 
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which social workers must adhere.

11/10/2018WRJ01700Child Abuse

11/10/2018WRJ01800192. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
joint specialist interviews with gardaí taking the lead role carried out in each of the years 2016, 
2017, and to date in 2018, in cases of alleged child sexual abuse. [41672/18]

11/10/2018WRJ01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am informed 
by Tusla that data on joint specialist interviews with Gardaí taking the lead role is not collected. 

Joint working between Tusla and An Garda Síochána forms an integral part of the child 
protection and welfare service. Once a report of child sexual abuse has been screened by a duty 
social worker, a strategy meeting is held to decide which service is most suitable for the child. 
One of the available options is a Joint Specialist Interview with Gardaí taking the lead role.  

The Children First Joint Working Protocol for An Garda Síochána/Tusla – Child and Fam-
ily Agency Liaison was published earlier this year to reflect the provisions in the new Children 
First Act 2015. Section 12 of the protocol outlines joint specialist interviewing of children.

I have established an interdepartmental working group to lead on the establishment of spe-
cialist centres for children who have been sexually abused. These centres will be child focused, 
and will minimise the need for repeated interview. The centres will provide for forensic, medi-
cal, and child protection assessment, as well as joint Gardai/Social Work Specialist Interviews 
and child and family support. Work in underway to establish the first pilot centre in early 2019.

11/10/2018WRJ02000Child and Family Agency Staff

11/10/2018WRJ02100193. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way in 
which Tusla ensures professional standards and clinical oversight of external private contractor 
specialists, including specialist forensic assessors, of child sexual abuse allegations. [41673/18]

11/10/2018WRJ02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have referred 
the question to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. A further reply will issue when I have had 
their response.

11/10/2018WRJ02300Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

11/10/2018WRJ02400194. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status of 
the investigation into the operation of the mother and baby homes; the date by which this inves-
tigation will be complete; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41675/18]

11/10/2018WRJ02500195. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her De-
partment or another Department will provide financial compensation to former residents of the 
mother and baby homes. [41676/18]

11/10/2018WRJ02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 194 and 195 together.

In terms of the  status of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes, 
it is important to recognise that the Commission is independent in the conduct of its statutory 
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investigations.  I am not therefore in a position to provide detailed progress updates on its work. 

The Commission has prepared three Interim Reports to date, in July 2016, September 2016 
and September 2017. I have published all three reports and the Commission is continuing with 
its work under the leadership of Judge Yvonne Murphy, Dr William Duncan and Professor Mary 
Daly. The Commission is due to submit its final reports in February next year. 

It is not possible for a Government to consider a response to an independent statutory inves-
tigation, including any question of financial compensation, prior to the Commission submitting 
its final reports. To date the Commission has made no findings about abuse or neglect in any of 
the institutions within its terms of reference. 

The Commission must be given the opportunity to conclude its investigation and to establish 
the facts of what happened in and around these institutions. I know that many former residents 
are eagerly awaiting the completion of this work. As I have indicated previously, when the final 
reports of the Commission are available the Government will be in a position to comprehen-
sively respond to the full account of the Commission’s conclusions on all matters regarding the 
experiences of former residents. 

In the interim, I have initiated a number of processes to complement the Commission’s 
work. I have established an inclusive and representative Collaborative Forum so that former 
residents of these institutions can directly engage on the issues of concern to them and their 
families. I was very happy to meet with the Forum at its first meeting in July. I understand that 
they have made further progress by establishing sub-committees at their second meeting last 
month. I have requested an initial report within 6 months and await the outcome of their delib-
erations.

11/10/2018WRJ02800Town and Village Renewal Scheme

11/10/2018WRJ02900196. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the joint applications made which included a group (details supplied) as an applicant in 2016, 
2017 and to date in 2018 for the town and village renewal fund or other similar schemes; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41624/18]

11/10/2018WRJ03000197. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the joint applications made by Kildare County Council and a group (details supplied) in 2018 
or a previous year for the rural recreation fund or other similar schemes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41623/18]

11/10/2018WRJ03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 196 and 197 together.

My Department does not appear to have receive any applications from Kildare County 
Council in conjunction with the group referred to by the Deputy under the Outdoor Recreational 
Infrastructure Scheme or the Town and Village Renewal Scheme for the years 2016, 2017 or 
2018.  

However, if the Deputy wishes to provide additional information of any such application, I 
will ask my officials to examine the matter further.

11/10/2018WRJ03300Television Licence Fee Collection
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11/10/2018WRJ03400198. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection further to a previous parliamentary question in relation to the case of a person (de-
tails supplied), if it is accepted that the person merely rents a room and that the other tenant 
renting a separate room in the same building is not in any way associated and that they are li-
able to be adjudged so in their request for the free television licence only; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [41697/18]

11/10/2018WRJ03500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
free television licence forms part of the household benefits package, together with the electric-
ity or gas allowance.  The package is generally available to people living in the State, aged 66 
years or over who are in receipt of a social welfare type payment and are living alone or with 
an excepted person only.  There is of course a universal entitlement to the free licence if you 
aged 70 and over.

An excepted person for the purpose of qualifying for the household benefits package in-
cludes a qualified adult, or a dependent child(ren) aged between 18 and 22 years if in full time 
education, or a person who would qualify for the allowances in his/her own right, or a person 
providing full time care and attention.

The original application in this case was refused in December 2016 as the utility bill provid-
ed by the applicant referred to a different address and showed a different name as the registered 
consumer. Following further correspondence and representations on the applicant’s behalf, and 
in an effort to assist and facilitate the applicant, a Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) called to the 
applicant’s address on 8th August 2018, to investigate and determine the household composi-
tion.  The SWI confirmed that the applicant resides at the address provided in shared accom-
modation with another person.  Following this investigation the applicant was asked to provide 
confirmation that the person residing with him is an excepted person for the purposes of quali-
fying for household benefits.

The applicant’s entitlement to the household benefits package, including his entitlement to 
the free television licence, will be reviewed on receipt of the additional information sought.

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

11/10/2018WRJ03600Exceptional Needs Payment Applications

11/10/2018WRJ03700199. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a matter regarding an application by a person (details supplied) will be addressed. 
[41568/18]

11/10/2018WRJ03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
decision on an application for Exceptional Needs Payments cannot be appealed to the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office.

Section 323 of the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act 2005 provides that where a person is 
dissatisfied with the determination of a designated person of a claim by him or her under section 
200, 201 or 202 of that Act, i.e. Allowances-in-kind, Exceptional Needs Payments and Urgent 
Needs Payments, the determination can be reviewed by a SWA Reviewing Officer.  

The person concerned made an application in this instance for an Exceptional Needs Pay-
ment (ENP) towards funeral costs on the 5th April 2018.  The funeral costs had been paid in full 
by this date.  The need was met and therefore there was no basis for the award of the ENP.  The 
person concerned requested a review of the decision by a SWA Reviewing Officer.  The SWA 
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Reviewing Officer reviewed the customer’s submission and a report from the designated person 
who made the original decision.  The SWA Reviewing Officer upheld the original decision & 
informed the person concerned in writing on the 14th  June 2018.  

An ENP Review can only be carried out once.  After that, a person has the right to make 
a complaint to the Ombudsman’s office. The Office of the Ombudsman examines complaints 
from members of the public who feel they have been unfairly treated by certain public bodies, 
including the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection and including com-
plaints about payments related to all schemes defined in the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act 
2005.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/10/2018WRJ03900Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

11/10/2018WRJ04000200. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress made in putting in place a pension scheme for community employ-
ment supervisors as outlined in a recent Dáil Éireann motion which was passed on the matter. 
[41592/18]

11/10/2018WRJ04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Community Employment (CE) scheme supervisors are employees of private companies in the 
community and voluntary sector that receive public funding. They are not employees of my 
Department or public servants, and as such were not subject to pay reductions under the provi-
sions of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (FEMPI) which only applied 
to public servants.

While the motion called for the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to meet with 
unions with a view to addressing the issue of CE supervisors’ pension provision, the issue is 
currently being examined by a Community Sector High Level Forum, chaired by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  A number of Departments including my own Depart-
ment are represented on this group, as are the unions and Pobal.

A detailed scoping exercise was carried out with input from the Irish Government Economic 
and Evaluation Service (IGEES) on the potential costs of providing Exchequer support for the 
establishment of such a pension scheme for employees across the Community and Voluntary 
sector in Ireland.  The exercise clearly illustrated that this matter presents very significant issues 
for the Exchequer, with a potential cost to the State of €188 million per annum in respect of 
funding to enable an employer pension contribution in State funded Community and Voluntary 
organisations, excluding any provision for immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of pension 
as sought, which could, depending on the size of the sector, entail a further Exchequer cost of 
up to €318 million. 

I am very conscious that while the issue relates to Community Employment supervisors 
and assistant supervisors, such individuals comprise of just one small group within the wider 
Community and Voluntary sector. Any provision of State funding for such a scheme in respect 
of those employees could potentially give rise to claims for similar schemes on the part of those 
in the broader sector, thus crystallising the potential level of liability.  Any solution to this issue 
will require careful consideration, in particular the implications for scarce Exchequer resources.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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11/10/2018WRJ04200Illness Benefit Payments

11/10/2018WRJ04300201. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if an illness benefit payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41598/18]

11/10/2018WRJ04400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The medical certificates for the person concerned have been pro-
cessed and the Illness Benefit claim has been awarded covering the period 17/09/18 to 06/10/18.  
All monies due will issue this week.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/10/2018WRJ04500Illness Benefit Applications

11/10/2018WRJ04600202. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when an illness benefit payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41606/18]

11/10/2018WRJ04700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned does not meet the criteria for payment un-
der Illness Benefit scheme guidelines.  In particular, the customer does not satisfy the required 
PRSI contributions for the relevant tax years.  He has been awarded ‘credits’ for the period.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/10/2018WRJ04800Illness Benefit Payments

11/10/2018WRJ04900203. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when an illness benefit payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41611/18]

11/10/2018WRJ05000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit claim from the person concerned has been pro-
cessed and arrears due will be issued in the next two days. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/10/2018WRJ05100Treatment Benefit Scheme Eligibility

11/10/2018WRJ05200204. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a person (details supplied) can avail of dental benefit treatment as a qualified adult de-
pendant under their spouse’s contributions. [41617/18]

11/10/2018WRJ05300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Based on the information available, the person concerned will qualify for treatment benefit as a 
dependant spouse on her husband’s insurance record. 

In order for a formal approval of eligibility to issue to her dentist, she should complete and 
return a signed DE2 form to the Treatment Benefit Section of the Department in Letterkenny.  
The relevant form has issued to her home address for completion.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/10/2018WRJ05400State Pensions

11/10/2018WRJ05500205. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the contributions registered to a person (details supplied) as a basis for calculation 
of their State pension of which they receive a reduced amount; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [41706/18]

11/10/2018WRJ05600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is in receipt of a reduced rate state pension (contributory) with effect from 
their 66th birthday, based on an assessed yearly average of 36 contributions, covering their 
working life from June 1968 to December 2017.  

According to the records of my Department, the person concerned has a social insurance 
record of 1,850 reckonable contributions and credits and is in receipt of the correct rate of con-
tributory pension based on this social insurance record.  Their record shows no contributions for 
the tax years 1973/74 to 1982/1983 and 1986/87, together with other incomplete years.  These 
gaps affect the person’s yearly average and, consequently, their rate of weekly pension entitle-
ment.  The person was notified in writing of their pension award on 28 May 2018.  Attached to 
that letter was a copy of the social insurance contribution record relied upon by the Deciding 
Officer when making their decision.  If the person concerned considers they have additional 
unrecorded contributions, they should provide details of missing periods of employment to my 
Department to have the matter investigated. 

The Deputy will be aware that in January this year, the Government announced its intention 
to re-examine pension entitlements of those born on or after 1st September 1946, who quali-
fied for state pension (contributory) on or after 1st September 2012, and were awarded a rate 
of pension based on the post 2012 rate band changes.  At the end of October, my Department 
will be writing to the pensioners concerned to let them know how the process of review will 
work.  There is no need for pensioners, or  anyone on their behalf, to contact my Department 
about this.  Once the necessary enabling legislation is enacted and the required systems and pro-
cesses are ready, my Department will again make direct contact with  the pensioners concerned 
about their individual reviews.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Marine Resources

11/10/2018WRJ05650206. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the efforts being made with regard to combating an international problem in relation to 
marine litter and the effects it is having on marine wildlife; the funding allocations awarded to 
tackling this problem here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41574/18]

  11/10/2018WRJ05675Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department is responsible for marine environmental policy including marine litter policy 
in the first instance.

There is now a growing body of strong evidence that plastics are negatively impacting 
marine fauna, through a number of mechanisms including ingestion, entanglement, nest incor-
poration, and by increasing the spread of invasive species. While the extent of the marine litter 
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problem and the harm it causes to the environment are not fully understood at this time and are 
subject to on-going research, it is clear that this is an issue that we need to urgently address, at 
the very least, under the precautionary principle.

As the marine environment is transboundary in nature, with winds and currents spread-
ing marine litter freely crossing jurisdictions, it requires EU Member States to work closely 
together, both by through transboundary co-operation under the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive and also actions taken under other international instruments such as the OSPAR Con-
vention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic, or the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, for example.

My Department participates in the MSFD Technical Working group on Marine Litter which 
is developing threshold values for marine litter, and looking at how best to monitor and address 
the problem. It also represents Ireland on the OSPAR Environmental Impact of Human Activi-
ties (EIHA) Group, which includes marine litter under its remit,  and  the OSPAR Intercessional 
Group on Marine Litter which is developing a regional action plan for submission to EIHA 
and then to the OSPAR Commission. Ireland is co-leading a number of these actions including 
examining storm and waste water as a vector for marine litter and how to address that; devel-
oping national strategies for single use items to complement the plastics strategy and actions 
to address the problem of expandable polystyrene as marine litter and to model marine litter 
pathways and hotspots in the North Atlantic.  We are also engaged in a number of INTERREG 
projects to address these issues.

My Department is engaged in or supports a wide range of national actions to address marine 
litter including marine litter monitoring, research, awareness raising, citizen activation, educa-
tional measures, cross border activities and supports for the introduction of targeted measures 
to reduce, or, where possible, remove, marine litter inputs from the environment.

In 2018, Government allocated €2.2m (€1.8m current expenditure, €460k capital expen-
diture) for marine environmental programmes in my Department alone.  However, a range of 
other Government Departments and State Agencies also undertake and fund a range of other 
marine litter related research programmes, awareness raising activities and measures to reduce 
marine litter. Notable among these are the EPA, the Marine Institute and Bord Iascaigh Mhara.

My Department is also preparing legislation to prohibit the manufacture, sale, supply, im-
port and export of certain products containing plastic microbeads. I expect to publish a General 
Scheme of a Bill and a draft regulatory impact assessment imminently. My Department works 
collaboratively with various Departments, agencies and stakeholders to address this challenge, 
as how we consume and manage waste and litter on land directly affects marine litter inputs. 
In particular, my Department works closely with the Department of Communications, Climate 
Action and the Environment (DCCAE) which has responsibility for general waste manage-
ment and anti-litter policy as well as the recently published EU Plastics Strategy. This strategy 
outlined a range of measures and targets to reduce plastic waste, taking account of the fact that 
single use plastics are a major source of plastic leakage into the environment and are the most 
commonly found items on beaches, representing an estimated 50% of marine litter.

On 28 May 2018, the EU Commission published a proposal for a new Directive to target 
the 10 most prevalent single-use plastic (SUP) products found on Europe’s beaches and seas, 
as well as lost and abandoned fishing gear, which together account for 70% of all marine litter. 
The proposal includes:

- proposed bans on certain plastic products, including, cotton buds, plastic cutlery and 
straws;
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- setting targets for both reducing the use of certain plastics (including coffee cups) and the 
collection of  certain SUPs such as plastic drinks bottles;

- placing obligations on producers of SUP items to help cover the costs of their waste man-
agement and clean up through the establishment of extended producer responsibility (EPR) 
schemes.

The full text of the legislative proposal is available at the following link –

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/single-use_plastics_proposal.pdf.

The Commission has requested that this proposal should be treated as a priority by the Euro-
pean Parliament and the Council of Ministers in order to deliver tangible results within a short 
timeframe.

Planning Issues

11/10/2018WRJ05687207. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if his attention has been drawn to a submission by a group (details supplied) to the 
European Commission; if he or his predecessors engaged with the local authority in respect of 
a planning matter contained in the submission; his plans to investigate the issues raised at a lo-
cal level in conjunction with the European Commission; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41565/18]

11/10/2018WRJ05693Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department has not been contacted by the European Commission in connection with any 
complaints that may have been submitted to the Commission regarding the planning matter 
referred to.

My role as Minister in relation to the planning system is mainly to provide and update the 
legislative and policy guidance framework. The legislative framework comprises the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended and the associated Planning and Development Regula-
tions 2001, as amended.

With regard to policy guidance, my Department has issued a large number of planning 
guidelines (available on the Department’s website www.housing.gov.ie) under section 28 of 
the 2000 Act which planning authorities and An Bord Pleanála are obliged to have regard to in 
the exercise of their planning functions.  The day-to-day operation of the planning system is, 
however, a matter for each individual planning authority.  

Under planning legislation, enforcement of planning control is a matter for the planning 
authority concerned which can take action if a development does not have the required permis-
sion or where the terms of a permission have not been respected.  Planning authorities have 
substantial enforcement powers under the 2000 Act in this regard.  Under section 154 of the 
Act, a planning authority may issue an enforcement notice in connection with an unauthorised 
development, requiring such steps as the authority considers necessary to be taken within a 
specified period.  If an enforcement notice is not complied with, the planning authority may 
itself take the specified steps and recover the expense incurred in doing so.  A planning author-
ity may also seek a court order under section 160 of the Act requiring any particular action to 
be done or not to be done.  Complaints regarding planning enforcement should be made to the 
Director of Planning Services at the local authority concerned.

Section 160 of the Act further provides that any person may seek a court order in relation to 
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unauthorised development; such action is not restricted to planning authorities.

Under section 30 of the Act I am specifically precluded from exercising any power or con-
trol in relation to any particular case, including an enforcement issue, with which a planning 
authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may be concerned.

11/10/2018WRJ05695Housing Provision

11/10/2018WRJ05696208. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the plans in place to allow voluntary housing associations to draw down capital 
towards the construction of community voluntary houses; his plans to make further allocations 
available under the capital assistance scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41594/18]

11/10/2018WRJ05698Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
There is a range of funding and delivery mechanisms available for Approved Housing Bodies 
(AHBs) to deliver social housing supports in partnership with the local authorities.  This in-
cludes the Capital Assistance Scheme, the Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF), the AHB 
Mortgage-to-Rent Scheme and the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme.  The fund-
ing under these programmes is provided directly to local authorities, who in turn, advance the 
funding to AHBs, as appropriate.

Funding is available under the Capital Assistance Scheme for the provision of housing by 
AHBs for the elderly, homeless and people with disabilities. Details of the scheme and of how 
to apply for funding are available from the local authorities, who are responsible for its admin-
istration and for inviting AHBs to submit proposals for the provision of housing.  The scheme 
operates on an ‘open call’ basis, so AHBs can make proposals to local authorities at any time. 

The CALF scheme is available to AHBs as a low interest loan provided by local authorities, 
and recouped by my Department. This allows AHBs access to early working capital (up to 30% 
of the relevant costs) for the purchase, construction or refurbishment of units which will then 
be made available for social housing purposes under the Social Housing Current Expenditure 
Programme. Low interest rate borrowings are available to AHBs from the Housing Finance 
Agency and other private finance streams to support the financing of the balance. The AHB 
effectively uses the CALF approval for the capital injection of up to 30% and the ongoing com-
mitment of lease income under the Payment and Availability Agreement to leverage the balance 
of finance required. Once an AHB has secured the property and signed the Payment and Avail-
ability Agreement with the local authority, they use the lease income to service the borrowings. 
Properties made available under the CALF scheme are used to accommodate households from 
the local authority waiting list.  Leased properties are allocated to tenants, in accordance with 
the relevant local authority’s allocation scheme.

11/10/2018WRJ05700Capital Expenditure Programme

11/10/2018WRJ05800209. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the capital spend in 2019 will be rolled over if the €75 million allocation for the serviced 
sites fund is unspent in 2018. [41601/18]
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11/10/2018WRJ05900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The previous allocation for the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF) comprised €75m Exchequer funding, 
with a further €25m coming from the local authorities. This was to be provided over 4 years, 
not in a single year as the Deputy’s Question seems to assume.

Under Budget 2019, the SSF is to be increased to €310m over three years. This will involve 
an Exchequer contribution of €275m, with the relevant local authorities contributing €35m. 
€100m of the Fund will be available in 2019, comprising €89m from the Exchequer and €11m 
from local authorities. Underspends arising on any programme in a given year are addressed on 
a case by case basis, having regard to, inter alia, other spending pressures.

11/10/2018WRK00200Rural Resettlement Scheme

11/10/2018WRK00300210. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if the possibility of introducing a rural resettlement scheme has been investigated further by his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41603/18]

11/10/2018WRK00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development: Realising our Potential, has a clear 
objective of working across Government Departments to deliver a co-ordinated group of strate-
gies and actions to ensure the success of vibrant rural communities across Ireland.

My Department works closely with the Department of Rural and Community Development 
on rural housing issues. In relation to social housing, it is already possible for households to 
move and relocate between local authority areas, including relocating from an urban to a rural 
location, under the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme.

My Department is also currently examining additional ways to facilitate households, who 
are qualified for social housing, and who may wish to relocate to and resettle in rural areas.

Commencement of Legislation

11/10/2018WRK00450211. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the sections and subsections of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2018 
that have not been commenced to date.  [41607/18]

11/10/2018WRK00475Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
A significant number of the provisions of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 
2018 were commenced upon enactment, those being sections 2, 46, 50-55, 58, 59 and 61-65.

I intend signing a Commencement Order in the coming days which will commence the bulk 
of the remaining sections, specifically sections 1, 3, 6, 7, 9-20, 22, 24-32, 35-39, 41, 43, 44, 47, 
48, 56 and 66-76, as well as most of the provisions of sections 21 and 23.

Further to the signing of that Commencement Order, the following sections/subsections will 
remain to be considered for commencement at a later point: sections 4, 5, 8, 33, 34, 40, 42, 45, 
49 and subsections of sections 21 and 23.

11/10/2018WRK00500An Bord Pleanála Data
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11/10/2018WRK00600212. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the full-time equivalent staffing levels at An Bord Pleanála in each of the past ten years, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41612/18]

11/10/2018WRK00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department engages with An Bord Pleanála on an ongoing basis to ensure that it has the appro-
priate resources in order to perform its broad range of functions. As of 30 September 2018, the 
Board had a complement of 10 members and 148.6 other whole time equivalent staff employed.

The following table sets out the number of whole-time equivalent (WTE) staff employed by 
An Bord Pleanála on 31 December for the years 2008 to 2017.

Years Staffing* (WTE)
2008 179.50
2009 167.50
2010 163.00
2011 158.10
2012 145.80
2013 144.10
2014 142.40
2015 138.40
2016 142.10
2017 156.10
*Staffing figures are inclusive of Board members.

This information, and other related statistics, are available in An Bord Pleanála’s Annual 
Reports which can be accessed on the following link: http://www.pleanala.ie/publications/in-
dex.htm.

Through ongoing and planned recruitment processes, the Board’s staff complement is ex-
pected to increase further in 2019.   

11/10/2018WRK00800An Bord Pleanála Appeals

11/10/2018WRK00900213. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when it will be possible to make online appeal submissions to An Bord Pleanála via its 
website as is the case with local authority planning applications; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41613/18]

11/10/2018WRK01000214. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will report on the current issues with An Bord Pleanála’s website whereby it is 
reported that appeal files submitted since January 2018 are not available to view on the Board’s 
website; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41614/18]

11/10/2018WRK01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 213 and 214 together.

An Bord Pleanála is currently implementing a major ICT strategy which will facilitate the 
introduction of on-line planning services as part of a complete upgrade and replacement of core 
systems. The first phase of the implementation of the ICT strategy has been completed with the 
deployment of a new case management and geographic information system.  The final phase 
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includes development of a website to facilitate online submission of planning cases which is to 
commence shortly with delivery of services planned for 2019.

In relation to planning appeal files, all appeals lodged with An Bord Pleanála are published 
in weekly lists which are available on its website, www.pleanala.ie.  The lists include details 
and descriptions of the proposed development, the parties to the case, the date the appeal was 
lodged, and a link to the local authority website (where relevant). The search functionality on 
An Bord Pleanála’s website is currently not fully operational due to a technical issue and the 
Board is working to restore full search functionality as soon as possible.

11/10/2018WRK01150Departmental Schemes

11/10/2018WRK01200215. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 112, 170 and 253 of 4 October 2018, his plans 
to engage with other relevant Ministers with regard to the rent a room scheme to address the 
barriers to uptake (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41640/18]

11/10/2018WRK01250Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The rent-a-room tax relief is administered by the Revenue Commissioners, within the frame-
work of tax policy, which is matter for my colleague, the Minister for Finance.

The eligibility criteria for social welfare entitlements and medical/GP visit cards are matters 
for my colleagues the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection and the Minister 
for Health, respectively.  I understand that the Deputy has tabled Questions with the relevant 
Ministers in this regard and my Department is available to assist those Ministers’ Departments 
in considering the issues arising, as necessary.

Housing Issues

11/10/2018WRK01275216. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his Department or agencies on his Department’s behalf have been engaging with the 
owner or manager of a direct provision hostel (details supplied) for the purposes of that loca-
tion being used at a future date for emergency accommodation, a family hub or other housing 
related accommodation; and if so, if this was carried out with the knowledge of the Department 
of Justice and Equality that has a contract via the Reception and Integration Agency, RIA, with 
the owners and managers of the property for the provision of direct provision accommodation.  
[41668/18]

  Reply awaited from the Department.

11/10/2018WRK01300National Parks and Wildlife Service Remit

11/10/2018WRK01400217. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her views on European Union regulation number 1143/2014 on the prevention and man-
agement of the introduction and spread of invasive alien species, including American mink; and 
the level of preparedness taken to meet the obligations in this regulation. [41659/18]

11/10/2018WRK01500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): There 
are considerable similarities between the EU Regulation 1143/2014 and sections of the Wildlife 
Acts and the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 
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477/2011), both of which prohibit the spreading of invasive species. My Department is cur-
rently drafting a Statutory Instrument giving effect to measures in the EU invasive alien species 
Regulation.  This will update and strengthen the existing legislative framework in Ireland and 
provide authorised officers with the appropriate powers to implement the EU Regulation in 
Ireland.

A key component of the EU Regulation is a list of invasive alien species of Union con-
cern (known as the Union list), for which concerted measures are required across the EU. The 
EU Regulation imposes restrictions on the keeping, importing, selling, breeding and growing 
of the listed species. Member States are also required to take measures for the early detection 
and rapid eradication of species which have recently arrived, or to manage populations that are 
already widely spread in their territory. Prevention is the priority because established popula-
tions are invariably expensive to manage and difficult or impossible to eradicate. My Depart-
ment is drafting management plans as required and will consult relevant Departments and ex-
perts over the coming months.

The first Union list of 37 species was adopted in July 2016 and this was updated in July 2017 
with a further 12 species, bringing the total number of listed species to 49. The American Mink 
is not included on the Union list at this time.  

The Scientific Forum on Invasive Alien Species (IAS), which consists of representatives 
of the scientific community appointed by  Member States, provides advice on scientific ques-
tions related to the implementation of the EU IAS Regulation. The Scientific forum is currently 
reviewing 20 new risk assessments for species, including American Mink to be considered for 
the next update of the Union list. 

Officials from my Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Service are engaged in this 
process and a decision on the proposed species to be added to the Union list is expected in the 
first half of 2019.

11/10/2018WRK01600Wildlife Conservation

11/10/2018WRK01700218. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of species of wild bird including game now deemed extinct here north and 
south; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41733/18]

11/10/2018WRK01800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Under 
Article 12 of the EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC), which provides the legislative framework 
for the conservation of wild birds in Ireland, Member States report on the implementation 
of the directive and the trends in bird populations. Ireland’s most recent Article 12 report noted 
that one species, the Corn Bunting, is now extinct as a breeding bird in Ireland. This farmland 
bird was associated with arable farming and was common in the coastal counties of Ireland in 
the early 1900s but experienced a decline in numbers and breeding range over the following 
decades. By the early 1990s the population was thought to be less than 30 pairs. No confirmed 
breeding records are available for this century indicating that this farmland songbird species 
became extinct in the intervening period. 

The latest list of Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland (north and south), produced by 
BirdWatch Ireland  and The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, identifies several other 
farmland songbirds as being of particular conservation concern (e.g. Twite, Yellowhammer, 
Whinchat) as well as game birds (e.g. Grey Partridge, Red Grouse, Woodcock), breeding wad-
ers (e.g. Curlew, Dunlin and Golden Plover), ducks (e.g. Pintail, Shoveler, Common Scoter) 



Questions - Written Answers

116

and others (e.g. Corncrake, Barn Owl).

My Department operates and/or funds, a number of conservation programmes, as resources 
allow, aimed at improving the status of some of these species including Curlew, Grey Partridge 
and Corncrake.

11/10/2018WRK01900Cultural Policy

11/10/2018WRK02000219. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the in-
vestment plan timelines for regional cultural infrastructure in County Wicklow; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [41558/18]

11/10/2018WRK02100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Project 
Ireland 2040 has given explicit recognition to the importance of our culture, language and 
heritage to our sustainable development over the next decade and beyond. This recognition 
is underpinned by the unprecedented commitment by Government to invest €1.2 billion in 
our culture, our language and our heritage. Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 
2018-2027 sets out the Government’s objectives for capital investment in Ireland’s culture, lan-
guage and heritage.  The plan includes a provision of €40 million to ensure a regional balance 
and secure existing investment in arts and culture infrastructure nationwide.  In this context, the 
Department will work with local and regional authorities.   

In terms of investment in County Wicklow,under the Arts and Culture Capital Scheme 
2016-2018, two organisations in County Wicklow were successful and have been allocated 
funding. These were Mermaid County Wicklow Arts Centre and Tinahely Courthouse CLG t/a 
The Courthouse Arts Centre. Both organisations have been active in drawing down their fund-
ing and this will continue into 2019.  This Scheme will make a huge difference to each of the 
individual organisations and my Department is already seeing good outcomes and receiving 
positive feedback. My Department is currently giving consideration to new round of grant fund-
ing under Arts and Cultural Capital Scheme to be announced in the near future.

11/10/2018WRK02200Architectural Heritage

11/10/2018WRK02300220. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
supports provided to protect historic structures at risk in County Wicklow in 2017 and to date 
in 2018; her plans for 2019 in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[41559/18]

11/10/2018WRK02400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and historic struc-
tures through a number of schemes which are generally administered by local authorities.

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of pro-
tected structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures. It is designed to leverage 
private capital for investment in small scale conservation projects across the country and to sup-
port the employment of skilled conservation professionals and tradespeople. I have allocated 
funding of €2m in total for this scheme in 2018. In 2017 and 2018 a total of €113,195 was pro-
vided in grant aid under this scheme for 17 projects in County Wicklow. 

The Structures at Risk Fund supports conservation works to heritage structures, in both 
private and public ownership, which are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration. I have 
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allocated €1.3m for the Structures at Risk Fund in 2018. Over the course of 2017 and 2018, a 
total of €94,000 was allocated to 5 projects in County Wicklow. Details of the projects approved 
under both funding schemes are published on my Department’s website and on local authority 
websites.

In terms of future funding, Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027 
represents a major capital investment scheme of €1.2 billion in funding over the next 10 years, 
as part of Project Ireland 2040. This plan will see increased investment in protecting and cel-
ebrating our built heritage across the country. More details on the commencement and comple-
tion dates for projects and programmes, as well as the timing of the expenditure in relation to 
them, will emerge as we go through the process of appraisal and planning as required under the 
Public Spending Code.

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage.  It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide 
how its funding should be allocated across the range of research, education and conservation 
programmes it supports.  Grant schemes are advertised by the Heritage Council on its website 
www.heritagecouncil.ie.

In addition, through the National Monuments Service (NMS), my Department continues to 
assess notices of intention to carry out work at, or close to, recorded monuments. Such notices 
are required under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014. NMS also responds to reports of 
threat to monuments to ensure the ongoing protection of our archaeological heritage.

11/10/2018WRK02500National Parks and Wildlife Service

11/10/2018WRK02600221. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
will report on progress made to date to increase funding and staffing levels at the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41560/18]

11/10/2018WRK02700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In 2018, 
my Department allocated €11,982m to the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), which 
represents an over 7% increase from 2017.  In addition, the overall budget for the Heritage Di-
vision in 2018 (€47,146m) increased by 4% from 2017.  A further increase in funding of over 
€7m, or 15%, in the overall budget for the Heritage Division was announced yesterday as part 
of the Budget Estimates for 2019.  This investment represents a significant proportion of my 
Department’s overall budget and reflects my continued commitment to the NPWS.  

 Staffing levels across my Department are kept under regular review in line with emerg-
ing business needs and Government policy on public sector pay and staffing as advised by the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  Of the total Department’s staff of 660, 335 
work in the area of natural heritage through the NPWS.  I am pleased to note that in 2018, my 
Department recruited five permanent ecologists to NPWS and three permanent staff for the Na-
tional Parks including a Supervisor Guide, an Education Guide and a General Operative.  My 
Department recruits in the region of 70 seasonal staff each year to meet demand during the busy 
tourist season at the National Parks.

11/10/2018WRK02800Film Industry

11/10/2018WRK02900222. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on the precarious working terms and conditions, lack of training, lack of health and safety 



Questions - Written Answers

118

and lack of pension provision to many workers in the film and television production industry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41561/18]

11/10/2018WRK03000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Gov-
ernment launched its Audiovisual Action Plan in June 2018.  To implement its recommenda-
tions, a high-level Steering group has been established with representatives of all Government 
Departments and State Agencies that have an interest in or involvement with the audiovisual 
industry.  In the meantime, the Joint Oireachtas Committee published a Report entitled Devel-
opment and Working Conditions in the Irish Film Industry in July.  The  Committee’s Report 
and the Audiovisual Action Plan have significant overlap and share the objectives of develop-
ing the Irish Audiovisual Industry and improving employment within it.  The Steering Group 
will address both the Plan and the Committee Report.  

It is important to note that employees in every industry and sector are entitled to all existing 
legal protections.  In addition to existing legislation, the  Minister for Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection has brought forward the Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2017 
to improve the security and predictability of working hours for employees on insecure contracts 
and those working variable hours.  This legislation responds specifically to the commitment in 
the Programme for a Partnership Government to address the problems caused by the increased 
casualisation of work and to strengthen the regulation of precarious work.  The Bill completed 
Report and Final Stage in the Dáil on 12th July 2018 and I understand that it will be introduced 
in the Seanad this autumn.

11/10/2018WRK03100Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Eligibility

11/10/2018WRK03200223. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
a person (details supplied) will be considered for the turf cutting compensation scheme; if they 
are eligible for other such schemes due to extenuating circumstances; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [41579/18]

11/10/2018WRK03300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question. With re-
spect to 53 raised bog special areas of conservation sites, the qualifying criteria for the scheme 
are that:

- The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date;

- The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period (up to 25 May 2010 in respect of the 29 raised bog special areas of conservation 
nominated for designation between 1997 and 1999 and up to 31 December 2011 in respect of 
the 24 raised bog special areas of conservation nominated for designation in 2002);

- The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.   

My Department is examining the application in view of the qualifying criteria for the scheme. 

I am advised that an inspection of the plot of bog in respect of which the applicant has ap-
plied for compensation is scheduled to be undertaken.  My Department will be in a position to 
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further process the application when this inspection has been completed. 

11/10/2018WRK03400Afforestation Programme

11/10/2018WRK03500224. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on the policy proposal to issue afforestation licences for special areas of conservation, 
SACs, and special protection areas, SPAs; if she has had discussions in this regard at EU level 
and or with the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine on same; her further views on 
whether such afforestation would be consistent with the management objectives of the sites 
concerned as the lead authority in charge of implementing Natura 2000; and her plans to carry 
out a review regarding these objectives. [41681/18]

11/10/2018WRK03600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): For-
estry is an important activity in Ireland, with many and varied benefits. There are however 
procedures and obligations set out in the EU Birds and Habitats Directives and they must be 
followed by licensing authorities in relation to SACs and SPAs and their habitats and species. A 
key protection mechanism, in Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, and which applies also to the 
Birds Directive, is the requirement to consider the implications of any plan or project for the 
conservation objectives of such a site, through appropriate assessment, before any decision is 
made to allow that plan or project to proceed.  In brief, if the assessment procedure shows there 
is no significant risk of impact, then a project may proceed.

Officials in my Department are in contact with the European Commission in regard to the 
obligations of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, and guidance on same, on a frequent basis. 
They also are in frequent contact with officials of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

My Department is currently working on completion of site-specific conservation objectives 
for SACs and SPAs and therefore a review is not scheduled at this time.

11/10/2018WRK03700Departmental Schemes

11/10/2018WRK03800225. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
the national policy decision was taken not to administer separate payments to farmers in both 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service, NPWS, farm plan scheme and GLAS. [41682/18]

11/10/2018WRK03900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): For clar-
ity I note that my Department wrote to the Deputy in April 2018 advising that the current policy 
is that participation in both GLAS and the NPWS farm plan scheme simultaneously is not al-
lowed, but that where on occasion specific additional requirements are necessary, provision can 
be made for an additional payment in respect of the additional requirement, on that proviso that 
double funding does not arise.

This approach has been operational since the NPWS farm plan scheme was first launched 
in 2006, when the NPWS scheme was targeted at farmers not in REPS, and was based on con-
sultations between the then Departments of Agriculture and Food, and Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government.


