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 Questions Nos. 1 to 12, inclusive, answered orally.

 Questions Nos. 13 to 15, inclusive, resubmitted.

02/10/2018WRA00450Programme for Government

02/10/2018WRA0050016. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach his plans for a new programme for 
Government.  [37537/18]

02/10/2018WRA00600The Taoiseach: The Programme for a Partnership Government was agreed in May 2016 
during the formation of the Government. This is a five year programme of work being under-
taken for the duration of the present Dáil. 

The Government publishes progress reports on the Programme for Government each year 
- the second of which was approved by cabinet in May 2018 and is published on my Depart-
ment’s website. This report reflects the significant work undertaken by all Government Depart-
ments to deliver progress across a wide range of issues, including housing and homelessness, 
education, health and rural development.

There is more work to be done. The Government remains committed to tackling challenges 
head on.

The experience of the last two years means it is now reasonable to chart an ambitious path 
for the remaining three years of the current Dáil’s term. 

That path is about ensuring that – to the greatest extent possible – every citizen is enabled 
to achieve their full potential. We will continue to work towards improving access to our health 
services; increasing the supply of affordable housing; planning for Brexit; generating quality 
employment; driving justice and policing reform; continuing the gains that have been made in 
education; and much more besides.

As regards specific commitments on defence policy, the Government is committed to build-
ing and maintaining defence capabilities into the future. Progress continues to be made across 
all fronts in relation to the defence-related commitments in the Programme for Government 
through, in the main, the White Paper on Defence.  Indeed, more than half of the 88 projects 
identified for implementation in the White Paper on Defence will have either commenced or 
been completed by the end of this year. 

These include efforts to increase serving strength levels within the Defence Forces - includ-
ing increased female participation - and supports for veterans. A range of maintenance and 
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equipment priorities are also being progressed and some €35m worth of infrastructure projects 
are at various stages of implementation. 

The Government will continue its work over its lifetime to strengthen our economy and 
ensure that all citizens benefit from a fair society.

  Questions Nos. 17 to 43, inclusive, resubmitted.

02/10/2018WRA00800Cabinet Committee Meetings

02/10/2018WRA0090044. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee B, social 
policy and public services, will next meet.  [38832/18]

02/10/2018WRA01000The Taoiseach: Cabinet Committee B last met on the 7th June and is expected to meet 
again in the coming weeks.

The Committee, which covers the areas of Social Policy and Public Service Reform, ensures 
a co-ordinated approach to the delivery of commitments in the Programme for Partnership Gov-
ernment, and provides the opportunity to shape proposals on issues such as equality, disability 
and disadvantage which require input from multiple Departments. 

Work continues as always on the agenda items to make further progress.

02/10/2018WRA01100European Council Meetings

02/10/2018WRA0120045. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Taoiseach if Brexit was on the agenda at the informal 
meeting of Heads of Government in Salzburg.  [37883/18]

02/10/2018WRA0130048. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the informal 
Heads of Government meeting in Salzburg on 19 and 20 September 2018.  [38618/18]

02/10/2018WRA01400The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 45 and 48 together.

I attended the Informal meeting of EU Heads of State and Government in Salzburg on 19 
and 20 September. The Summit, which was chaired by the President of the European Council, 
Donald Tusk, was one of a series of such meetings relating to the Future of Europe. 

On this occasion, our focus was on issues relating to migration, and internal security. We 
had a useful exchange on how best to progress our comprehensive approach to migration, as 
agreed in June. On internal security, we discussed a range of issues including the increasing 
complexity of cyber threats, including to the integrity of our electoral systems. 

We also met in Article 50 format to review progress in the Brexit negotiations and to discuss 
next steps. I reiterated the need to ensure that the Withdrawal Agreement between the EU and 
the UK includes a legally operable backstop, to ensure there can be no return to a hard border 
on the island of Ireland in any circumstances, and thanked partners for their ongoing strong 
support and solidarity on this.

Ongoing political engagement with our EU and international partners, remains crucial, in 
relation to Brexit and other important EU issues. I meet and speak regularly with my EU coun-
terparts bilaterally, and at formal and informal meetings of the European Council, where I use 
every opportunity to advance Ireland’s interests.
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I had a bilateral meeting with Prime Minister May in Salzburg where we discussed the 
Brexit negotiations as well as developments in relation to Northern Ireland. I look forward to 
meeting my EU counterparts again later this month at the European Council in Brussels on 17 
and 18 October.

Questions Nos. 46 and 47 resubmitted.

Question no. 48 answered with Question No. 45.

Questions Nos. 49 to 53, inclusive, resubmitted.

02/10/2018WRA01800Cabinet Committee Meetings

02/10/2018WRA0190054. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee D, infra-
structure, will next meet.  [38619/18]

02/10/2018WRA02000The Taoiseach: The next meeting of Cabinet Committee D is not yet scheduled. 

As I have previously indicated to the House, the Committee works to ensure a coordinated 
approach to the delivery and ongoing development of policy across the areas of infrastruc-
ture investment and delivery, housing, and climate action. There is significant work underway 
across Government departments and agencies on each of these areas, in particular through 
regular discussion of these matters at meetings of Government.

Cabinet Committee D also provides a forum for strategic oversight of the delivery of Project 
Ireland 2040, the Government’s overarching policy initiative to achieve balanced development 
and meet the infrastructure needs of our growing population.

Under the two pillars of Project Ireland 2040 - the National Planning Framework and the 
National Development Plan – four funds, totalling €4 billion in investment, have been launched 
in the areas of rural and urban regeneration and development, climate action, and disruptive 
technologies. These funds will play a very important role in addressing the challenges identi-
fied in the National Planning Framework, such as the development of housing within the cities 
identified and the strengthening of our rural economies and communities. 

In addition, the Land Development Agency, another cornerstone initiative of Project Ireland 
2040 was recently launched. It will work to ensure the optimal use and management of State 
land through strategic development and regeneration, with an immediate focus on delivering 
homes, including social and affordable homes.  

Housing remains a central priority for the Government. While the indicators show that the 
numbers of new houses being built is up by more than a third compared to this time last year 
and is increasing month on month, we recognise that we are still facing a huge challenge in 
meeting demand.  

In addition to the work in this area through Project Ireland 2040, we will continue to focus 
on increasing housing supply, tackling homelessness and increasing the availability of afford-
able and social housing through the delivery of Rebuilding Ireland and the additional policy 
measures announced by Minister Murphy to tackle these issues.

Climate action objectives are also at the heart of Project Ireland 2040 and building on the 
National Mitigation Plan an investment of €22 billion in Exchequer and non-Exchequer fund-
ing will be made to ensure a step change in climate action policy.  In this context, I together 
my colleagues, Ministers  Naughten, Creed, Murphy and  Ross, met with the Climate Change 
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Advisory Council on Friday last to discuss the priorities from their 2018 Annual Report and 
recent statement to the Joint Oireachtas Committee.

Questions Nos. 55 to 59, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 60 to 69, inclusive, answered orally.

02/10/2018WRB00300Film Industry Development

02/10/2018WRB0040070. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to set up a new film industry forum that will bring together all stakeholders in the 
industry to meet and work together to address areas of concern in the industry and to develop 
mutually beneficial solutions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39844/18]

02/10/2018WRB00500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Refer-
ring to my earlier replies today, I thanked the members of the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht for the work undertaken to produce its Report on the 
Development and Working Conditions in the Irish Film Industry.  I noted that the Report was 
launched just a few weeks after the Government published its Audiovisual Action Plan and that 
there was a great deal of shared vision between the Oireachtas Report and Government Plan. As 
I also mentioned, the Oireachtas Report was discussed at the second meeting of the Audiovisual 
industry steering group which met last week.

I have noted that one of the 11 Recommendations of the Oireachtas Report called “on the 
Irish Film Board to constitute the Board’s Film Forum, with an independent Chair, in order to 
allow all stakeholders within the sector to meet and work together to develop mutually benefi-
cial solutions for the industry.”

Screen Ireland, which is the new name of the Irish Film Board, is the national development 
agency for Irish film making and the Irish film, television and animation industry.  Its statutory 
remit is to assist and encourage the making of film in the State and the development of a film 
industry in Ireland.  Screen Ireland supports these sectors by providing investment loans for the 
development, production and distribution of film, television and animation projects.

In addition to the discussions at the Audiovisual steering group officials from my Depart-
ment have had discussions with Screen Ireland, on the recommendation of the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee around the issue of a Forum. Screen Ireland is giving consideration as to how best 
to give effect to this recommendation and a further announcement in this regard will be made 
shortly. The Deputy may be interested to know that I have also arranged to meet with Screen 
Ireland shortly and the issue of a Forum as proposed by the Oireachtas Committee will form 
part of our discussions.

I should just say that I am satisfied that the industry in general works to a high standards. 
My my Department will work with all partners to ensure that all sectors of the industry comply 
with their obligations and that everyone in the industry works in a respectful environment and 
supportive environment as that is the best way of ensuring the continued growth and success of 
the industry in the interests of all workers engaged within it.

02/10/2018WRB00600Appointments to State Boards

02/10/2018WRB0070071. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
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a new director will be appointed to the Irish Museum of Modern Art; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39814/18]

02/10/2018WRB00800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The ap-
pointment of a new Director is a matter, in the first instance, for the Board of the Irish Museum 
of Modern Art, subject to my approval after consultation with the Minister for Public Expendi-
ture and Reform.  

The former Director of IMMA resigned from her post in November 2017 and an interim 
Director was appointed by the Board of IMMA with effect from 4 December 2017.  

Following consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the post of 
Director of IMMA was advertised on 8 June 2018 and the closing date for applications was 22 
June 2018.  I am glad to report that there has been strong interest in this competition.

The interview process is ongoing and will be completed in the coming weeks. The Board of 
IMMA hope to be in a position to appoint a new Director shortly thereafter. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the interim Director Dr Moling Ryan for his on-going commitment to 
IMMA since last December. 

In the meantime IMMA has already launched a number of new exhibitions in 2018.  This 
has included a comprehensive retrospective of work by seminal British artist Frank Bowling 
and an exhibition of paintings by the Irish artist- Brian Maguire - arising from his visit to Syria 
in 2017.  Future exhibitions will include the work of Wolfgang Tillmans, a renowned German 
photographer and winner of the Turner Prize in 2000, as well as an exhibition of work by the 
important Irish artist Mary Swanzy.  

IMMA’s mission is to connect audiences and art, providing an extraordinary space in Ire-
land where contemporary life and contemporary art connect. It has a large and engaged audi-
ence which is young and digitally connected. An estimated 60% of its nearly 500,000 visitors 
in 2017 were under 44! In this regard IMMA has ambitious plans for the development of its 
facilities under Project 2040 including a dedicated on campus Collections and Learning Centre.  
All of this provides both opportunities and challenges for the new Director at IMMA. 

My Department and I will continue to work with IMMA to ensure that its challenging mis-
sion is fulfilled.

02/10/2018WRB00900Pleanáil Teanga

02/10/2018WRB0100072. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cé na ceantair sa Ghaeltacht a bhfuil airgead reatha pleanála teanga ceadaithe dóibh ag Údarás 
na Gaeltachta le pleananna teanga a chur i bhfeidhm iontu; cé mhéad airgid atá ceadaithe in 
aghaidh na bliana i ngach cás; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [39408/18]

02/10/2018WRB01100Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Chun freastal a dhéanamh ar fheidhmiú rathúil an phróisis pleanála teanga, tá 
allúntas faoi leith ar fiú €1,513,351 san iomlán ceadaithe ag mo Roinn d’Údarás na Gaeltachta 
don bhliain reatha. Tá €730,434 den allúntas sin íoctha ag mo Roinn leis an Údarás cheana féin 
i mbliana agus táthar ag súil go mbeifear in ann fuílleach an allúntais a íoc roimh dheireadh na 
bliana ach tuairisc shásúil a bheith faighte. Bainfear leas as an allúntas seo chun go mbeidh an 
tÚdarás in ann leanúint air ag tacú le hullmhú agus le feidhmiú pleananna teanga mar a bhai-
neann sé leis na ceantair Ghaeltachta uile, móide an trí Bhaile Seirbhíse Gaeltachta atá faoina 
gcúram, i gcomhréir leis na dualgais atá sannta don Údarás faoi Acht na Gaeltachta 2012.
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I gcomhréir leis an socrú a rinneadh ag tús na bliana, cuirfear ciste bliantúil ar fáil do chean-
neagraíochtaí pleanála teanga ar fiú idir €100,000 agus €150,000, ag brath ar chritéir cháilithe 
faoi leith, chun tús a chur le feidhmiú pleananna atá faofa faoin Acht. 

Seo a leanas dá réir an dáileadh airgid atá i gceist i leith an 10 limistéar a bhfuil pleananna 
ceadaithe ina leith go dtí seo faoin bpróiseas:  

LPT Allúntas ceadaithe do bhliain a haon 
d’fheidhmiú an Phlean Teanga

Cois Fharraige €150,000
Gaoth Dobhair, Rann na Feirste, Anagaire 
&   Loch an Iúir

€140,000

Cloich Chionnaola, Gort an Choirce,  An 
Fál Carrach agus Machaire Rabhairtaigh

€100,000

Ciarraí Thiar €150,000
Ciarraí Theas €100,000
Na Déise €100,000
Árainn Mhór €100,000
Múscraí €100,000
Dúiche Sheoigheach & Tuar Mhic   Éadaigh €100,000
Maigh Eo Thuaidh €100,000
Iomlán €1,140,000
 Den suim sin tuigtear don Roinn go bhfuil €120,000 in iomlán cúitithe ag an Údarás leis an 

gceithre cheanneagraíocht pleanála teanga a leanas ó thús na bliana: 

LPT Maoiniú   d’fheidhmiú pleananna teanga atá 
dáilte ag ÚnaG 

Gaoth Dobhair, Rann na Feirste, Anagaire 
&   Loch an Iúir

€30,000

Cloich Chionnaola, Gort an Choirce,   An 
Fál Carrach agus Machaire Rabhairtaigh

€30,000

Ciarraí Theas €30,000
Na Déise €30,000
Iomlán €120,000
 Ní miste a lua, agus an t-ábhar seo faoi chaibidil, nach foláir próiseas earcaíochta, dintiúirí 

airgeadais  agus clár oibre comhaontaithe a bheith socraithe idir gach ceanneagraíocht agus 
an tÚdarás sular féidir tús a chur le híoc an allúntais. Tagann an cleachtas seo ar fad le dea-
chleachtais airgeadais agus riaracháin an Chóid um Chaiteachas Poiblí. 

Le hullmhú, le ceadú, agus le comhaontú clár oibre idir ceanneagraíochtaí pleanála teanga 
agus an tÚdarás ag bailiú nirt i rith an ama, táthar ag súil leis go gcuirfear dlús céimiúil le gach 
gné de cur i bhfeidhm an phróisis san achar ama atá romhainn.

02/10/2018WRB01200Proposed Legislation

02/10/2018WRB0130073. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to introduce a national monuments Bill; and the progress towards same. [39449/18]

02/10/2018WRB01400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Ireland 
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enjoys a unique wealth and variety of archaeological monuments and sites which are a vital 
part of our heritage. The protection and preservation of our archaeological heritage, and the 
regulation of related activities, is currently provided for under the National Monuments Acts, 
1930-2014. 

The original 1930 Act came into being in very different times and has been frequently and 
significantly altered in the meantime. The resulting complex legislative framework is no longer 
adequately reflective of, or responsive to, today’s heritage conservation priorities or the eco-
nomic, social and infrastructural requirements it now has to deal with. 

The new legislation will repeal the National Monuments Acts, 1930-2014 in their entirety 
and will create a modern consolidated legal framework designed to effectively meet the chal-
lenges of today’s operating environment. I am keen to see the Bill progressing as quickly as 
possible and I am confident that it will provide a suitable basis for the protection of archaeologi-
cal heritage that will be welcomed by stakeholders.  

The Bill aims to simplify and clarify the law on protection of monuments.  It will replace 
several complex overlapping protection mechanisms with a single Register of Monuments that 
will have two possible levels of protection, the highest equating to national monument status. It 
will provide automatic protection for newly discovered archaeological sites while also ensuring 
appropriate consultation with landowners in regard to proposed new entries to the  Register of 
Monuments. It will replace the multiple forms of licenses and consents under existing Acts with 
an integrated licensing system for relevant works and other regulated activities. Clear criteria 
and procedures for dealing with license applications, including the social and economic impact 
of decisions to either grant or refuse a license, will be set out. A statutory right of appeal with 
respect to decisions on whether to grant a license will be introduced for the first time. It will also 
allow the State to ratify key international conventions in the area of heritage protection.

The Bill represents an important measure of regulatory reform that will benefit all parties, 
including landowners, developers and heritage professionals, while at the same time enhanc-
ing protection of our archaeological heritage. Drafting of the Bill is now at an advanced stage. 
My Department is currently engaged in a consultation programme with relevant Government 
departments and state bodies which I expect to completed shortly. I then intend to introduce the 
Bill to the Oireachtas once Pre-Legislative Scrutiny has been completed by the relevant Busi-
ness Committee.  

I am pleased with the recent progress that has been achieved with the drafting of the new 
Bill, which is a very substantial body of work.  It will, when enacted, completely update and 
streamline our monuments legislation and provide an effective framework for meeting social 
and economic needs while also protecting our invaluable archaeological heritage. 

02/10/2018WRB01500Built Heritage Investment Scheme Funding

02/10/2018WRB0160074. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her views on the supports provided for the preservation of built heritage in County Sligo; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [39451/18]

02/10/2018WRB01700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and historic struc-
tures through a number of schemes which are generally administered by local authorities.

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of struc-
tures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures. It is designed to leverage private 
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capital for investment in small scale conservation projects across the country and to support the 
employment of skilled conservation professionals. I have allocated funding of €2m in total for 
this Scheme in 2018. In 2017 and 2018, a total of €120,214 was provided in grant aid under this 
scheme for 22 projects in County Sligo. 

The Structures at Risk Fund enables conservation works to heritage structures, in both pri-
vate and public ownership, which are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  I have 
allocated €1.3m for the Structures at Risk Fund in 2018. In 2017 and 2018 a total of €75,000 
was awarded under this fund to 4 projects in County Sligo. 

Details of the projects approved under both funding schemes are published on my Depart-
ment’s website and local authority websites.

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage.  It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide 
how its funding should be allocated across the range of research, education and conservation 
programmes it supports.  Grant schemes for 2018 are advertised by the Heritage Council on its 
website www.heritagecouncil.ie.

In terms of future funding, Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027 
represents a major capital investment scheme of €1.2 billion in funding for my Department over 
the next 10 years, as part of Project Ireland 2040. This plan will see increased investment in 
protecting and celebrating our built heritage across the country. More details on the commence-
ment and completion dates for projects and programmes, as well as the timing of the expendi-
ture in relation to them, will emerge as we go through the process of appraisal and planning as 
required under the Public Spending Code.

02/10/2018WRB01800Bille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

02/10/2018WRB0190075. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cad é stádas Bhille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla; cén dáta a fhoilseofar an bille; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [39819/18]

02/10/2018WRB02000Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Mar chúlra, is iarracht í an Bhille seo, trí na ceannteideil éagsúla, an timpeal-
lacht a chruthú ina mbeidh ról níos lárnaí ag an teanga in obair an Stáit, go mbeidh an teanga 
níos feiceálaí agus go mbeidh fáil níos leithne ar sheirbhísí trí Ghaeilge. 

Agus an Bille á thabhairt chun cinn, cuireadh tréimhse fada comhairliúcháin ar bun leis na 
bpáirtithe leasmhara agus ba phróiseas an-fhiúntach a bhí ann. Mar is eol don Teachta, leagadh 
na Ceannteidil faoi bhráid Chomhchoiste na Gaeilge, na Gaeltachta agus na hOileáin agus 
foilsíodh tuarascáil ag eascairt as an bpróiseas seo roimh an tsamhraidh.  Tá an tuarascáil sin á 
scrúdú ag mo Roinn faoi láthair i gcomhthéacs dréachtú an Bhille. 

Beidh sé mar chuspóir sa Bhille go mbeidh 20% de na daoine nua a earcaítear don tseirbhís 
phoiblí ina gcainteoirí Gaeilge, go mbeidh gach oifig phoiblí atá lonnaithe sa Ghaeltacht ag 
feidhmiú trí Ghaeilge agus go mbeidh comhlachtaí poiblí in ann freastal ar an éileamh ón bpo-
bal ar sheirbhísí trí Ghaeilge.  Is í an earcaíocht croí-lár na ceiste, agus táim dóchasach gur féidir 
tógáil, ar bhonn chéimiúil, ar líon na bhfostaithe le Gaeilge agus ag eascairt as sin, go mbeimid 
in ann feabhas a chur ar sholáthar seirbhísí trí Ghaeilge, mar is cóir.

Ó mo thaithí féin, ag déileáil le pobal na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltachta, agus ón bhfianaise atá 
ar fáil ó thaighde, ó Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga, ó na heagrais Ghaeilge agus grúpaí eile, 
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creidim go bhfuil éileamh ann i measc an phobal, ar sheirbhísí a bheith ar fáil i nGaeilge.  Ní 
hamháin sin, ach tá an pobal ag súil go mbeidh na seirbhísí a bheidh ar fáil ar chomhchéim leis 
na seirbhísí a chuirtear ar fáil i mBéarla.

Tá mo chuid oifigigh ag obair faoi láthair i gcomhréir le hOifig an Ard-Aighne chun Bille 
na dTeangacha Oifigiúla a dhréachtú.  Ag an am céanna, tá comhairliúcháin ar bun ag mo 
Roinn leis na Ranna Stáit ábhartha, leis an gCoimisinéir Teanga agus le páirtithe leasmhara 
eile le cinntiú go mbeidh an Bille is fearr agus is éifeachtaí againn le tabhairt os comhair an 
Oireachtais.  

Tá an Bille seo san áireamh i gClár Reachtaíochta an Rialtais le bheith foilsithe le linn 
sheisiún an Fhómhair/Gheimhridh de chuid na Dála.

02/10/2018WRB02100Arts Funding

02/10/2018WRB0220076. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
has had discussions with the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government with regard 
to amending the Arts Act 2003 in order to require each local authority to have a ring-fenced arts 
budget as recommended by arts advocacy organisations such as an organisation (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39831/18]

02/10/2018WRB02300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Deputy will appreciate issues in relation to local government law are a matter for my colleague 
the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government. I can assure the Deputy that I work 
closely with Minister Murphy to promote the Arts and I recently joined with him and the Tao-
iseach to launch all 31 local authority Culture and Creativity Strategies which are jointly funded 
by my Department and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.

I understand that local government legislation has specific provision enabling local authori-
ties to promote arts and culture within their functional area. While I appreciate that some groups 
have called for the law to be changed to make it a requirement for arts funding to be non-dis-
cretionary I am not convinced that this would actually make a difference to expenditure on the 
ground. All local authorities already make provision for expenditure in the arts. A mandatory 
provision would not change the level of funding provided as councillors would still continue to 
balance expenditure proposals across all local authority programmes as is currently the case. It 
is far better in my view for local authorities to embrace cultural and artistic provision because 
they see the transformative engagement which the arts and culture can bring to local communi-
ties. I think that the experience of the Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme and now the Creative 
Ireland Programme have been instrumental in raising awareness at local government level of 
the value of this engagement.

For my part I will work to improve the resources which flow to local authorities through the 
Arts Council and through the Creative Ireland Programme in partnership with the Department 
of Housing, Planning and Local Government.

The Taoiseach has declared his intention on more than once occasion that he is committed 
to doubling funding for arts, culture and sport over a seven year period. The Government is 
already delivering on this objective. Last April we launched Investing in our Culture, Language 
and Heritage, a 10 year capital plan which will support cultural infrastructure nationwide.

2019 Budget discussions are still underway, but I am happy to confirm that I have already 
increased funding for the sector in 2018, with the Arts Council receiving €68m in funding from 
my Department in 2018, up €8m in 2 years.
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This funding supports the Arts Council’s 10 year strategic  agreement with the County and 
City Management Association which underpins the close collaboration between the Arts Coun-
cil and local government.

This engagement complements Pillar 2 of the Creative Ireland Programme, where local au-
thorities are the primary instruments of community engagement for of the Programme entitled 
Enabling Creativity in Every Community throughout Ireland.

02/10/2018WRB02400Commemorative Events

02/10/2018WRB0250077. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans for further centenary commemorations over the coming years; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39728/18]

02/10/2018WRB02600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Government’s approach to the remembrance of the significant historical events and themes of 
the period from 1919 to 1923 will continue to be informed by the guidance of the Expert Ad-
visory Group on Centenary Commemorations, chaired by Dr Maurice Manning.  I would like 
to acknowledge the very significant work completed by the Advisory Group over the past year 
in formulating its guidance to Government.  I am now considering the recommendations of the 
Group and I expect to bring a Memorandum for consideration by my Government colleagues 
shortly.  I am also convening a meeting of the All-Party Group on Commemorations on Thurs-
day to discuss the approach to the coming period.

I am of the view that it will be very important for the commemorative programme over the 
remainder of the Decade to adopt a broad focus, which acknowledges both the military activity 
as well as the many other dimensions that are interwoven with conflict, including its political, 
social and cultural impacts.  The State’s approach will continue to encourage reflection about 
the multiple identities, traditions and perspectives that are part of the overall Irish historical 
experience.  We will ensure that this very complex period in our history is remembered ap-
propriately, proportionally and with sensitivity.  To this end, I envisage that formal State cer-
emonial commemorations will be focused on the significant points on the historical timeline of 
the period.  Historical exploration, cultural engagement, community participation and artistic 
endeavours, will have a very important contribution in supporting the national conversation 
about these events and the local context.  

One of the cornerstones of the State’s approach to commemorations over the coming years 
will be to further reconciliation on the island of Ireland and between Ireland and Britain; to take 
account of sensitivities across communities in Northern Ireland; and to continue to recognise 
that very different perspectives persist on many of the events that took place.  

I envisage that local authorities, our national cultural institutions, institutions of learning, 
and custodians of records, together with artists and creative communities, will continue to have 
a leading role in encouraging and supporting meaningful, respectful and authentic engagement 
over the remainder of the Decade. 

02/10/2018WRB02700Creative Ireland Programme

02/10/2018WRB0280078. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
progress that has been made in meeting the target in the Creative Ireland programme that, by 
2022, every child would have access to tuition in music, drama, coding and art; and if she will 
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make a statement on the matter. [39810/18]

02/10/2018WRB02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Cre-
ative Youth Plan, which I launched last December 2017, seeks to ensure that every child in 
Ireland has practical access to tuition, experience and participation in music, drama, art and 
coding by 2022.  

The actions in the Creative Youth Plan extend to both the formal and non-formal education 
sectors and are being delivered by my Department, the Department of Education and Skills, the 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the Arts Council.

The Creative Schools pilot project for 150 schools is now up and running.  Training has 
been provided for the Creative Associates who will work with the 150 schools during 2018-
2019.  It is envisaged that these plans will cover a wide range of creative activities for children 
and young people which could potentially include drama, visual arts, literature, poetry, film, 
coding and other activities.

Music Generation is moving into Phase 2 of their expansion and it is hoped that nationwide 
expansion will take place during the lifetime of the Creative Ireland Programme, enabling in-
creased access to music tuition for children and young people.

The Department of Education and Skills are continuing to progress the availability of cod-
ing at both primary and post primary levels. At post primary level, a short course has been 
developed in coding for Junior Cycle and is available for all schools to offer. The first phase of 
Leaving Certificate Computer Science is underway with 40 schools offering the subject. 

Plans are being examined with key stakeholders for the expansion of the youth theatre pro-
vision across the country and other important initiatives are being developed and piloted such 
as the Pilot Creative Youth Partnership initiative which was launched during the summer and 
the recently announced outcome of the Creative Clusters initiative.

We are continuing to invest in Continued Professional Development (CPD) for teachers and 
for artists working in partnership with teachers which is crucial to the long-term success and 
sustainability of the overall plan.

Cruinniú na nÓg – the first national day of creativity for children and young people took 
place on 23rd June saw over 500 events right across the country. 

The Creative Youth Plan is ambitious and ever developing. I hope that by 2022, it will have 
touched the lives of every child and young person in Ireland.

02/10/2018WRB03000Film Industry Development

02/10/2018WRB0310079. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the measures being taken to boost the domestic and international film industry here; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39783/18]

02/10/2018WRB03200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Screen 
Ireland is the national development agency for Irish film making and the Irish film, television 
and animation industry.  Its statutory remit is to assist and encourage the making of film in 
the State and the development of a film industry in Ireland.  Screen Ireland supports writers, 
directors and production companies across these sectors by providing investment loans for the 
development, production and distribution of film, television and animation projects. 
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Screen Ireland also supports the Irish screen industries at major international markets and 
festivals, promotes inward investment, the use of Ireland as a location for international produc-
tion and provides support for companies filming in Ireland.  It also liaises with IDA Ireland and 
Tourism Ireland to maximise opportunities for the promotion of Ireland as a location for film 
productions as well as a tourism destination.

In June 2018 I launched my Department’s €200m Audio-visual Action Plan.  The industry-
wide, long-term plan, under the Creative Ireland Programme, will support the Government’s 
ambition to enable Ireland to become a global hub for the production of Film, TV drama and 
animation.

This Plan is informed by and accompanied by the publication of the Olsberg/SPI with Nor-
dicity Report which sets out a detailed economic analysis of the audiovisual sector and provides 
an invaluable framework for the growth of the industry over the coming years. 

A steering group has been set up which  will prioritise measures, oversee implementation 
and monitor risks, and will report regularly to me as Minister

In April of this year, I was joined by the Taoiseach and the Minister for Finance in launch-
ing my Department’s sectoral Plan - Investing in Our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 
– 2027.  This capital investment plan provides for funding of €200m to be invested in media 
production and audio visual industries through Screen Ireland over the next 10 years which will 
have a positive impact right across the country.

Finally, of course, the Government continues to support the industry through the generous 
Section 481 tax credit provided. 

02/10/2018WRB03300Culture Night

02/10/2018WRB0340080. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the level of success of Culture Night in Galway; and the plans for 2019 in relation to same. 
[39453/18]

02/10/2018WRB03500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Culture 
Night has grown from a relatively small scale cultural event staged only in Dublin in 2006 to 
the significant national cultural event it now is, with over 400,000 people visiting Museums, 
galleries, historic houses, artists’ studios and cultural centres across the country on the night. 
I myself was very impressed in my role as Minister at the variety of events which I was able 
to attend including reading poetry in the Seanad Chamber, exploring artists studios in Temple 
Bar and experiencing the crowds attending the RTÉ concert at the National Museum in Collins 
Barracks.

In 2017, 43 locations towns and cities across the island of Ireland participated in Culture 
Night, holding over 3,000 events with an attendance of 439,919.  Events are run in partnership 
with local authorities. 

Events were also held throughout Northern Ireland and in Paris and Malta.

Statistics are still being collated for 2018 but we are expecting over 4,000 events to have 
taken place.  In 2017, Galway hosted 161 events in 122 venues and welcomed over 27,000 visi-
tors. I would expect the numbers in 2018 to have at least matched these figures. 

In 2018, Galway City received the maximum available funding of €10,000 to assist with the 
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cost of these events.  Galway County also received funding of €9,500 for 2018.  This funding 
is provided on a matched funding basis through the local authority. There is detail on all this 
expenditure on my Department’s website.

I know that Galway has always been a place with a vibrant, active and devoted cultural com-
munity. Some of the innovative events in the Galway programme for 2018 included the Public 
Paint-in in Clifden,  the Ciúnas Project at the City Museum highlighting quiet spaces in the city, 
Blacksmithing at the Men’s Shed in the city and storytelling at the Irish Workhouse Centre in 
Portumna.

It should be noted that my Department has also allocated a further €322,000 to projects 
in the Galway area through my Department’s Creative Ireland programme in 2017 and 2018 
including Barbaro Children’s Arts Festival, Ealaín na Gaeltachta  and for activities in Cruinniú 
na nÓg.

My Department will continue to support cultural activity in Galway in the coming years not 
least as part of the European City of Culture in 2020 to which my Department will contribute 
€15m.

02/10/2018WRB03600Departmental Budgets

02/10/2018WRB0370081. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
capital commitments towards the culture, heritage and Gaeltacht sectors in each of the years 
2018, 2019 and 2020 outlined in Project Ireland 2040 and otherwise; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39707/18]

02/10/2018WRB03800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The cap-
ital allocation for my Department this year amounts to €54.3 million in total and is broken out 
across programme areas in the 2018 Revised Estimates as follows:  

- €29.7m for Culture 

- €14.1m for Heritage, including Waterways Ireland 

- €10.5m for Irish Language, Gaeltacht and Islands

The capital allocation for my Department in each of the years 2019 and 2020 is as follows: 

- €75 million in 2019 

- €76 million in 2020

The break out of specific capital allocations for these years has not yet been finalised as 
investments over the period are subject to appraisal and evaluation in line with the Public 
Spending Code.  The broad capital allocations for projects and programmes are set out in my 
Department’s 10 Year Plan, “Investing in our Culture, Language & Heritage 2018 – 2027” and 
consist of: 

 - €725m for Culture, including a programme of investment in our National Cultural Insti-
tutions of some €460m; €200m for our media production and audio visual industries; a €40m 
programme of investing in regional cultural infrastructure; a national digitisation investment 
programme and Galway 2020. 

- €285m for Heritage including Waterways Ireland -  this includes a €50m programme of 



Questions - Written Answers

14

investment for our national parks and reserves right across the country; investing €85m in our 
historic environment and an investment programme of €60m in our national Built Heritage 
including National Monuments, the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and Historic Structures 
Fund. 

  €178m for our Language, including €33 million for actions to support the Gaeltacht Lan-
guage Planning Process; €105m to be invested in Gaeltacht areas through Údarás na Gaeltachta 
and €27 million to improve marine infrastructure for our island communities.

More details on the individual projects and programmes will emerge as we go through the 
process of appraising, evaluating and planning for these important investments.  The final dis-
aggregation will be completed as part of the annual Estimates process for each of the years in 
question.

02/10/2018WRB03900Departmental Programmes

02/10/2018WRB0400082. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which she expects to be in a position to continue to utilise events of a cultural and 
heritage nature to promote the national image at home and abroad with particular reference to 
the need to generate increased interest in such matters among young persons; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39784/18]

02/10/2018WRB04100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The im-
portance of Irish culture and heritage continues to play a central role in promoting Ireland’s 
image and reputation with people of all ages both in Ireland, and across the world. 

My Department supports a broad range of programmes and initiatives across its remit to 
promote Ireland’s image, including, in particular, the Creative Ireland Programme and Culture 
Ireland. 

Culture Ireland, a division of my Department, promotes and advances Irish arts worldwide 
thus strengthening Ireland’s cultural profile and global reputation. Strategic priorities of Cul-
ture Ireland include providing support for the international presentation of Irish artists and arts 
organisations, and the development of new and diverse international audiences and markets for 
Irish arts, by linking culture to the Government’s international promotion strategy in conjunc-
tion with other relevant Government Agencies. 

GB18, for example, is a yearlong Culture Ireland programme of Irish arts in Great Britain 
that aims to showcase Irish artistic excellence. Working in partnership with significant UK in-
stitutions, venues and festivals the aim is to build on the unique cultural relationship between 
the two countries and expand the reach of Irish culture to new audiences.

As Great Britain is a key market for Ireland in terms of tourism, trade and investment the 
GB18 programme is an innovative method of articulating our values at a time of change in Ire-
land’s wider relationship with Britain.

The Creative Ireland Programme is a culture-based programme led by my Department de-
signed to promote individual, community and national wellbeing. Its core proposition is that 
participation in cultural activity drives personal and collective creativity, with significant impli-
cations for individual and societal wellbeing and achievement.

Both Pillar 1 - ‘Enabling the Creative Potential of Children’ and Pillar 2 - ‘Enabling Creativ-
ity in Every Community’ of the Programme are experiencing considerable investment and the 
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Creative Ireland Programme continues to highlight numerous events and initiatives of a cultural 
and heritage nature across the country helping to create vibrant and sustainable communities.

A sum of €3m (€2m from my Department and €1m from the Department of Housing, Plan-
ning and Local Government) has been allocated to all 31 local authorities (€96,000 each ap-
proximately) to enable them support an extensive programme of activities, events and initia-
tives in each county. In addition, each local authorities have developed and published 5 year 
Culture and Creativity Strategies which were recently launched by myself, An Taoiseach and 
Minister Murphy. The Strategies aim to provide meaningful opportunities for citizens and local 
communities, together with our Local Authorities, to build and sustain our creative society. All 
of these strategies are available on the Creative Ireland website.

In addition Cruinniú na nÓg took place for the first time on June 23rd. Each local authority 
hosted a day of youthful creativity that was specifically targeted at children and young people. 
Over 500 free events took place for Cruinniú na nÓg nationwide to encourage children and 
young people to participate in creative activity which were very well received.

The Arts Council is the main Irish Government agency for developing the arts. Funded by 
my Department, the Council works in partnership with and provides funding for arts, artists, 
arts organisations, public policy makers and others to build a central place for the arts in Irish 
life.  

We will continue to work across Government to further enhance Ireland’s cultural and ar-
tistic reputation, particularly in the context of the recently launched ten-year plan “Investing in 
our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018-2027” which sets out the Government’s objectives 
for capital investment in Ireland’s culture, language and heritage.

02/10/2018WRB04200Commemorative Events

02/10/2018WRB0430083. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when it is planned to re-establish the Oireachtas all-party consultation group on commemora-
tions the decade of centenaries 2012 to 2022, particularly in light of the imminent commemora-
tion of the founding of the First Dáil; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39409/18]

02/10/2018WRB04400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I have 
now re-established the All-Party Consultation Committee on Commemorations and the first 
meeting will take place on Thursday this week.  I will chair the committee which is made up of 
members of the Oireachtas and the Northern Ireland Assembly.  I look forward to engaged and 
constructive meetings of the Group to explore and address appropriate commemoration of the 
events and milestones in the period covered by the next phase of the Decade of Centenaries - 
2019 to 2023.

The centenary of the convening of the first meeting of Dáil Éireann on 21 January 1919 is 
being organised by the Houses of the Oireachtas but will, I understand, have formal roles for the 
President and Taoiseach in their roles as Head of State and Head of Government. This will be a 
formal ceremonial event which emphasises the enduring parliamentary tradition and continuing 
renewal of the democratic legacy. 

The Government’s approach to the remembrance of the significant historical events and 
themes of the period from 1919 to 1923 will also be informed by the guidance of the Expert 
Advisory Group on Centenary Commemorations, chaired by Dr Maurice Manning, who will 
also attend the meeting on Thursday.  I am currently considering the recommendations of this 
Group in relation to the approach to the commemorative programme and I will shortly bring 
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proposals to Government in this regard.

The State’s approach will continue to encourage reflection about the multiple identities, tra-
ditions and perspectives that are part of the overall Irish historical experience.  We will ensure 
that this very complex period in our history is remembered appropriately, proportionally and 
with sensitivity.  

One of the cornerstones of the State’s approach to commemorations over the coming years 
will be to further reconciliation on the island of Ireland and between Ireland and Britain; to take 
account of sensitivities across communities in Northern Ireland; and to continue to recognise 
that very different perspectives exist on many of the events that took place.  

I envisage that local authorities, our national cultural institutions, institutions of learning, 
and custodians of records, together with artists and creative communities, will continue to have 
a leading role in encouraging and supporting meaningful, respectful and authentic engagement 
over the remainder of the Decade. 

02/10/2018WRB04500Arts and Culture Capital Scheme Funding

02/10/2018WRB0460084. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
investment plan timelines for regional cultural infrastructure in County Louth; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39504/18]

02/10/2018WRB04700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Project 
Ireland 2040 has given explicit recognition to the importance of our culture, language and 
heritage to our sustainable development over the next decade and beyond.  This recognition is 
underpinned by the unprecedented commitment by Government to invest €1.2 billion in our 
culture, our language and our heritage. Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018-
2027 sets out the Government’s objectives for capital investment in Ireland’s culture, language 
and heritage. The plan sets out significant investment on a phased basis over the next 10 years 
including €785m for Culture. This level of investment will transform our cultural infrastructure 
right across the country and includes plans to re-invest in our regional cultural infrastructure.

In terms of investment in County Louth, I am pleased to inform the Deputy that under the 
Arts and Culture Capital Scheme 2016-2018, three organisations in County Louth were suc-
cessful and have been allocated funding. These were An Táin Arts Centre, Oriel Cultural Cen-
tre CCE and Carlingford Heritage Centre. All three organisations have been active in drawing 
down their funding and this will continue into 2019.  This Scheme will make a huge difference 
to each of the individual organisation and my Department is already seeing good outcomes and 
receiving positive feedback. My Department is currently giving consideration to new round of 
grant funding under Arts and Cultural Capital Scheme to be announced in the near future.

02/10/2018WRB04800Arts Funding

02/10/2018WRB0490085. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if her 
Department has received a submission (details supplied), in particular the organisation’s re-
quest that a detailed roadmap be drawn up for the effective use of increased arts funding over 
the next six years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39708/18]

02/10/2018WRB05000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I can 
confirm that I have received the submission referred to in the question. As Minister for Cul-
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ture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, I greatly welcome the commitment given by an Taoiseach to 
increase Government spending in the arts and culture sector on a trajectory that will see fund-
ing doubled by 2025. My Department and I continue to work with an Taoiseach and all of my 
Government colleagues towards delivering on this commitment.

A first and very significant step in the delivery process has been Project Ireland 2040 which 
gave explicit recognition to the importance of our culture, language and heritage to our sustain-
able development over the next decade and beyond.  This recognition is underpinned by the 
unprecedented commitment by Government to invest €1.2 billion in our culture, our language 
and our heritage over the 10-year implementation of the NDP.  

In April of this year, I was delighted to launch my Department’s sectoral Plan - Investing in 
Our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027.  The plan sets out significant investment on 
a phased basis over the next 10 years prioritised across 3 areas - €785m for Culture; €295m for 
Heritage and €178m for our Language.

This level of investment will transform our cultural and heritage infrastructure right across 
the country and goes a long way towards honouring the commitment to double government 
spending on arts, culture and heritage.

In terms of current funding, and in particular to a roadmap for that funding over next six 
years, these annual allocations fall to be determined as part of the Estimates process over the 
next six years.  In 2018, total current funding  for my Department increased by €11.5m or just 
under 5% to €248.659m, including an additional €2.8m for the Arts Council; an additional 
€1.7m across all of the National Cultural Institutions; just under €1m in additional funding for 
the Heritage programme and an extra €1.4m for the 20 year Strategy for the Irish Language.

The cumulative impact of these funding increases is further testament to the commitment 
to double Government spending in the arts, culture and heritage sector. Budget Estimates 2019 
are due to be presented on 9 October next and I can assure the Deputy of my ongoing commit-
ment to achieving the best possible result for the arts and cultural sector within the parameters 
set out in the Summer Economic Statement and Mid Year Expenditure Report published by the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

02/10/2018WRB05100National Parks and Wildlife Service

02/10/2018WRB0520086. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if budget 
2019 will allocate more resources for National Parks and Wildlife Service, NPWS, officers in 
order to prevent and detect incidents of wildlife crime. [39796/18]

02/10/2018WRB0530098. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when she 
will be in a position to increase funding and staff numbers for the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service. [39797/18]

02/10/2018WRB05400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 86 and 98 together.

The Deputy will be aware that details of the financial allocations for my Department for 
2019 will be made available as part of the Budget Estimates 2019 which will be published on 
Tuesday 9 October.  In 2018, my Department allocated €11,982m to the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS), which represents an over 7% increase from 2017.  In addition, the 
overall budget for the Heritage Division in 2018 (€47,146m) increased by 4% from 2017.  This 
investment represents a significant proportion of my Department’s overall budget and reflects 
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my continued commitment to the NPWS.

Officials from the NPWS of my Department continue to investigate breaches of both the 
Wildlife Acts and the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) regulations 2011 to 
2015, while members of An Garda Síochána are also empowered under the Wildlife Acts and 
European Communities Regulations to investigate alleged offences and to prosecute if they see 
fit. 

Staffing levels across my Department are kept under regular review in line with emerging 
business needs and Government policy on public sector pay and staffing as advised by the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  Of the total Department’s staff of 660, 335 work 
in the area of natural heritage through the NPWS.  I am pleased to note that in 2018, my Depart-
ment recruited five permanent ecologists to NPWS and three permanent staff for the National 
Parks including a Supervisor Guide, an Education Guide and a General Operative.  My Depart-
ment recruits in the region of 70 seasonal staff each year to meet demand during the busy tourist 
season at the National Parks.  In addition, the Department is currently engaged with the Public 
Appointments Service (PAS) in recruiting further scientific staff for NPWS.

02/10/2018WRB05500Museum Projects

02/10/2018WRB0560087. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she will write to the national institutions under her remit requesting that one of them develop a 
permanent Famine exhibition in the capital. [39836/18]

02/10/2018WRB05700116. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if she will raise the possibility of a national Famine museum with the Departments on the 
national Famine commemoration committee (details supplied). [39710/18]

02/10/2018WRB05800654. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if the possibility of a national Famine museum will be discussed with Departments rep-
resented on the national Famine commemoration committee as a stand-alone museum; and if 
not, if it can be facilitated as a permanent exhibition in a suitable space available to the State. 
[40033/18]

02/10/2018WRB05900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 87, 116 and 654 together.

As Deputies are no doubt aware, there are many local museums and other entities around the 
country that display material relating to the famine, such as the very significant Irish National 
Famine Museum at Strokestown Park, County Roscommon.

As I advised the House in my response to Parliamentary Question No. 761 of 12th July, 
decisions in relation to the curation and presentation of temporary or permanent exhibitions 
within State funded museums in Dublin are operational matters for the relevant cultural institu-
tions or other entities concerned. 

As Chair of the National Famine Commemoration Committee, I am responsible for ensur-
ing that appropriate arrangements are in place to commemorate the Great Irish Famine.  This 
year’s National Famine Commemoration took place in UCC in May and featured the launch of 
the Irish Famine Online.  This powerful online resource was developed by UCC in collabora-
tion with my Department and the NFCC.  The international Famine Commemoration will take 
place in Melbourne on 28th October, the second time that the international commemoration has 
taken place in Australia.
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At the Committee’s  meeting on 26th September last I asked that the Committee would 
commence work on the preparation of a comprehensive programme leading up to the 175th 
Anniversary of the Famine. I look forward to receiving the Committee’s proposals which will 
encompass the representation of the Famine in our National Cultural Institutions.

02/10/2018WRB06000Arts Funding

02/10/2018WRB0610088. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she is satisfied that budget 2019 will make sufficient provision to meet the target articulated by 
An Taoiseach in December 2017 to double funding for the arts by 2024; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39811/18]

02/10/2018WRB06200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As Min-
ister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, I greatly welcome the commitment given by an 
Taoiseach to increase Government spending in the arts and culture sector on a trajectory that 
will see funding doubled by 2025. My Department and I continue to work rigorously with an 
Taoiseach and all of my Government colleagues towards delivering on this commitment.

A first and very significant step in the delivery process has been Project Ireland 2040 which 
gave recognition to the importance of our culture, language and heritage to our sustainable de-
velopment over the next decade and beyond.  This recognition is underpinned by the commit-
ment by Government to invest €1.2 billion in our culture, our language and our heritage over 
the 10-year implementation of the NDP.  

In April of this year, I was delighted to launch my Department’s sectoral Plan - Investing in 
Our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027.  The plan sets out significant investment on 
a phased basis over the next 10 years prioritised across 3 areas - €785m for Culture; €295m for 
Heritage and €178m for our Language.

This level of investment will transform our cultural and heritage infrastructure right across 
the country and goes a long way towards honouring the commitment to double government 
spending on arts, culture and heritage.

In terms of current funding, allocations fall to be determined annually as part of the Esti-
mates process.  In 2018, total current funding for my Department increased by €11.5m or just 
under 5% to €248.659m, including an additional €2.8m for the Arts Council; an additional 
€1.7m across all of the National Cultural Institutions; just under €1m in additional funding for 
the Heritage programme and an extra €1.4m for the 20 year Strategy for the Irish Language.

Budget Estimates 2019 are due to be presented on 9 October next and I can assure the 
Deputy of my ongoing commitment to achieving the best possible result for the arts and cultural 
sector within the parameters set out in the Summer Economic Statement and Mid Year Expen-
diture Report published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

02/10/2018WRB06300Ealaín na Gaeltachta

02/10/2018WRB0640089. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta ó tharla eagraíocht (sonraí tugtha) a bheith scortha, an dtabharfaidh sí soiléiriú ar na so-
cruithe atá déanta; an bhfuil cúraimí na heagraíochta sin curtha faoi scáth Ealaín na Gaeltachta; 
cad é an plean gearrthéarmach agus fadtéarmach chun nach mbeidh aon bhriseadh sa soláthar 
ranganna; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [39818/18]
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02/10/2018WRB06500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Ceadaíodh deontas suas le €325,000 d’Ealaín na Gaeltachta i mí Iúil seo caite 
chun clár gníomhaíochtaí sna healaíona traidisiúnta do dhaoine óga a chur chun cinn ar fud 
na Gaeltachta le linn na scoilbhliana reatha.  Tá sé seo á dhéanamh i gcomhréir le beart  2.10 
den Phlean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022 don Ghaeilge a sheol mé i mí Meithimh, thar ceann an 
Rialtais. 

Faoin gclár nua, déanfar leathnú agus forbairt chéimiúil ar an soláthar ranganna ceoil, 
damhsa, amhránaíochta agus ealaíona béil  ar fud na gceantar Gaeltachta uile.  I measc ghnéithe 
an chláir, beidh an méid seo a leanas: 

- iniúchadh ar na deiseanna oiliúna sna healaíona traidisiúnta atá ar fáil do dhaoine óga sna 
ceantair Ghaeltachta ar fad i láthair na huaire;  

- soláthar ranganna ceoil, damhsa, amhránaíochta agus ealaíona béil i nGaeltacht na Gail-
limhe ó mhí Eanáir 2019.  

- soláthar ranganna trí Scoil Cheoil na Crannóige i nDún na nGall agus trí Ionad Cultúir an 
Dochtúir Ó Loingsigh i gCorcaigh

Tá Ealaín na Gaeltachta tosaithe i mbun taighde agus obair ullmhúcháin eile faoi láthair. Cé 
go mbeifear in ann leanúint sa ghearr tréimhse leis an soláthar atá ar fáil cheana féin i gceantair 
Ghaeltachta Dhún na nGall agus Chorcaí do scoilbhliain 2018/19, ní bheidh ar a gcumas tús a 
chur le ranganna i nGaeltacht na Gaillimhe go dtí Eanáir 2019 de bharr na socruithe maidir le 
hearcú teagascóirí agus cúrsaí riaracháin eile atá le cur i gcrích lena chinntiú go gcuirfear seirb-
hís chuí, ar ardchaighdeán, ar fáil do dhaltaí agus do thuismitheoirí araon.  

Idir an dá linn, tá an Roinn, i gcomhar le páirtithe leasmhara, ag obair go gníomhach ar 
shocrú chun gur féidir ranganna a chur ar fáil i nGaeltacht na Gaillimhe  idir seo agus deireadh 
na bliana. Táthar ag súil leis go mbeifear in ann foirmle réitigh ina leith a fhógairt go luath.

02/10/2018WRB06600Built Heritage Investment Scheme

02/10/2018WRB0670090. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the supports provided to protect historic structures at risk in County Kildare in 2017 and to 
date in 2018; her plans for 2019 in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39806/18]

02/10/2018WRB06800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and historic struc-
tures through a number of schemes which are generally administered by local authorities. The 
Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of protected 
structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures. It is designed to leverage pri-
vate capital for investment in small scale conservation projects across the country and to sup-
port the employment of skilled conservation professionals and tradespeople. I have allocated 
funding of €2m in total for this Scheme in 2018. In 2017 and 2018 a total of €100,000 was 
provided in grant aid under this scheme for 28 projects in County Kildare. 

 In addition the Structures at Risk Fund enables conservation works to heritage structures, 
in both private and public ownership, which are deemed to be at significant risk of deteriora-
tion. While I have allocated €1.3m for the Structures at Risk Fund in 2018, over the course of 
2017 and 2018, a total of €119,000 was allocated to 5 projects in County Kildare. Details of the 
projects approved under both funding schemes are published on my Department’s website and 
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on local authority websites.

In terms of future funding, Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027 
represents a major capital investment scheme of €1.2 billion in funding over the next 10 years, 
as part of Project Ireland 2040. This plan will see increased investment in protecting and cel-
ebrating our built heritage across the country. More details on the commencement and comple-
tion dates for projects and programmes, as well as the timing of the expenditure in relation to 
them, will emerge as we go through the process of appraisal and planning as required under the 
Public Spending Code.

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage.  It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide 
how its funding should be allocated across the range of research, education and conservation 
programmes it supports.  Grant schemes are advertised by the Heritage Council on its website 
www.heritagecouncil.ie.

02/10/2018WRC00200Arts Funding

02/10/2018WRC0030091. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her plans to support the Briary Gap, Macroom to be re-opened after the 2016 fire; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39838/18]

02/10/2018WRC00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment approved capital funding in principle of €250,000 in respect of the Briary Gap Theatre 
in Macroom under the Arts and Culture Capital Scheme 2016-2018. The amount was payable to 
Cork County Council towards the restoration and enhancement of the theatre, pending clarity 
on all reinstatement issues including the contribution from insurances, and subject to the ac-
ceptance of Council of the conditions attached to the funding. 

My Department has had a request for significant additional funding above the original grant 
from Cork County Council and is in discussion with the Council in relation to the request.

02/10/2018WRC00500Arts Funding

02/10/2018WRC0060092. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
steps being taken to address the difficulties artists are having in sustaining their livelihoods in 
large Irish cities due to mounting living costs. [39832/18]

02/10/2018WRC00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
aware of the issues referred to in the questions and I am determined to deliver additional sup-
ports to the arts and culture sector in line with Government commitments. In this regard, prima-
ry support for the Arts is delivered through the Arts Council. Funding for the Arts Council has 
increased by 20% over the past 4 years and now stands at €68.2 million in 2018; representing 
23% of the total allocation to of my Department and  over 49% of all current expenditure by the 
Culture Division of my Department. My Department’s Creative Ireland Programme is also de-
livering additional resources to the sector, for example, through the Creative Youth Programme, 
Cruinniú na Cásca and the Culture and Creativity Strategies delivered by local authorities. 

My Department has also provided investment for artists studios under the Arts and Culture 
Capital Scheme and has been in discussion with Dublin City Council in particular, and the Arts 
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Council, in relation to the provision of facilities for artists in Dublin City.

02/10/2018WRC00800National Monuments

02/10/2018WRC0090093. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the timeframe for the sensitive restoration of 14-17 Moore Street, and her views on the 
urgency to progress and commence the restoration. [39709/18]

02/10/2018WRC01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Deputy is aware, the project to conserve the national monument buildings and to open them as 
a Commemorative Centre to the leaders of the 1916 Rising was suspended in early 2016 on foot 
of proceedings in the High Court.  The aim of the works was to restore the buildings in a way 
that would have ensured that they reflected as closely as possible what they would have been 
like when they were occupied by the insurgents in 1916.  Each of the buildings has extensive 
original features, including plasterwork, partitions, staircases, doors, floors, fittings and fix-
tures.  Most significantly, they also contain physical evidence of the presence of the insurgents 
themselves in the form of the openings broken through from house to house during the final 
phase of the Rising. The intention was, and remains, to retain all of this original material.

Working with The Moore Street Report – Securing History as its guide, the Moore Street 
Advisory Group, of which the Deputy is a member and whose support for the process I greatly 
appreciate, is currently engaged in discussions with the owner of the Dublin Central site about 
the implementation of these recommendations and the future of the site which surrounds the 
national monument. I was pleased to have recently been informed by the chair of the Advisory 
Group that the discussions are progressing very positively. 

I am also aware that the previous plans for the wider site are being significantly modified 
in a way that is seen to be more sympathetic to the traditions and history of the area and that 
also brings the commemoration of the events of Easter 1916 to the fore. Design changes in rela-
tion to aspects such as architectural heritage, urban regeneration, community benefit and social 
amenity will determine how the wider regeneration work interacts with the national monument 
buildings and how both elements are appropriately and sensitively integrated.  Until that dis-
cussion, in which I would see the Moore Street Advisory Group also having a role, is complete 
it would not be possible to put a precise timeframe on the resumption of work on the national 
monument project. The Government does, however, remain entirely committed to having the 
buildings conserved and open to the public as soon as possible.

In the meantime, the State owned buildings are being monitored and maintained by the Of-
fice of Public Works.  Works to stabilise the structures and to protect them from the weather 
were carried out before the Commemorative Centre contractor vacated the site. The buildings 
are now regularly visited and inspected by OPW which I understand is currently arranging for 
repairs to a minor leak to the rear of one of the buildings.  My officials and I are happy to ac-
commodate the Deputy with briefing on this matter as progress is made.

02/10/2018WRC01100Arts Funding

02/10/2018WRC0120094. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if a 
roadmap has been prepared for the way in which the €200 million committed to investment in 
media production and the audiovisual industry by 2027 will be allocated; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39813/18]
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02/10/2018WRC01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In April 
of this year, I was delighted to launch my Department’s sectoral Plan – Investing in Our Cul-
ture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027. This Government’s capital investment plan provides 
for funding of €200m to be invested in media production and audio visual industries through 
Screen Ireland over the next 10 years which will have a positive impact right across the country.  

This was followed in June when I launched the Audio-visual Action Plan. This is an indus-
try-wide, long-term plan, under the Creative Ireland Programme to enable Ireland to become a 
global hub for the production of Film, TV drama and animation. The Audiovisual Action Plan 
seeks to implement recommendations over the next five years which could double employment 
in film, television and animation to over 24,000 full time equivalent jobs.

In terms of the allocation of the €200 million capital funding to Screen Ireland, allocations 
fall to be determined annually as part of the  Budgetary and Estimates processes which are cur-
rently underway.  In 2018, an amount of €14.2m was made available to Screen Ireland.

02/10/2018WRC01400National Raised Bog Management Plan

02/10/2018WRC0150095. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
outcomes of the pilot of the peatlands community engagement scheme 2018; and the level of 
investment received by applicants from County Westmeath. [39450/18]

02/10/2018WRC01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Under 
the peatlands community engagement scheme, which is operating as a pilot scheme this year, I 
have approved grant funding of just under €137,000 to twelve local community groups and or-
ganisations for a variety of projects focused on the conservation and revitalisation of raised bog 
special areas of conservation, natural heritage areas and other raised bog areas. This scheme 
recognises the investment and efforts made by communities in their local areas to conserve and 
protect the natural environment.  

Projects being supported include the development of walking trails and looped walks around 
bogs, visitor facilitation in local community buildings, local area amenity improvements along 
with restoration works to raised bog areas. 

A review of the pilot scheme will be undertaken later this year by my Department. Subject 
to the outcome of the review and the normal budgetary processes, it is anticipated that the 
scheme will operate in 2019.

Funding of €750 has been awarded under the scheme to a local group to support a photo-
graphic survey and photographic exhibition of flora and fauna at Cloncrow Bog (New For-
est) Natural Heritage Area, County Westmeath. Details of all the projects supported under the 
scheme in 2018 are set out in the table below.

Organisation Location Description of Project Grant 
Awarded

Looscaun Shannonside 
Rural Development 
Group.

Cloonmoylan and Bar-
roughter Bogs Special 
Areas of Conservation 
(SACs), Co. Galway.

Feasibility exercise in relation to 
the development of walking and 
cycling trails and local bog road 
improvement works

€26,702.50 

Galway Teleworking 
Group / Carrownagap-
pul Bog SAC Com-
mittee. 

Carrownagappul Bog 
Special Area of Con-
servation (SAC), Co. 
Galway 

Education outlet for primary and 
post primary students and bog 
road improvement works. 

€15,000 
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Organisation Location Description of Project Grant 
Awarded

Community Wetlands 
Forum (under the 
umbrella of Irish Rural 
Link). 

Members of the Forum 
include: Abbeyleix 
Bog Co. Laois, Ca-
bragh Wetlands Co. 
Tipperary, Schohaboy 
Bog Natural Heri-
tage Area (NHA) Co. 
Tipperary, Clara Bog 
SAC, Co. Offaly, 
Ounamoun Nature Re-
serve, Co. Longford, 
Drummin Bog Co. 
Carlow, Girley Bog 
NHA Co. Meath. Fur-
ther details available at 
www.communitywet-
landsforum.ie/ 

Engagement of a part-time de-
velopment officer to implement 
the Community Wetlands Forum 
Strategic Plan 2017-2020.

€25,000 

Glenamaddy Tidy 
Towns. 

Lough Lurgeen and 
Glenamaddy Turlough 
SAC, Co. Galway. 

Feasibility study to design a series 
of looped walks and trails. 

€12,500 

Gorthaganny Commu-
nity Development Ltd. 

Carrowbehy/Ca-
her Bog SAC, Co. 
Roscommon. 

Interpretive facilities at the 
Gorthaganny Community Hall 
and for signage and benches along 
with local bog road improvement 
works. 

€20,315 

Kilteevan Tidy Towns. Cloonlarge Loop Walk, 
Co. Roscommon. 

Bog road improvement works, 
signage, barn owl boxes and the 
printing of greeting cards, post-
cards and calendars. 

€17,000 

ETHOS – Everything 
Tyrrellspass Has on 
Show. 

Cloncrow Bog (New 
Forest) Natural 
Heritage Area (NHA), 
Co.Westmeath. 

Photographic survey and photo-
graphic exhibition of flora and 
fauna of local bogs 

€750 

Irish Peatlands Conser-
vation Council. 

Girley Bog NHA, Co. 
Meath. 

Community training and dem-
onstration of Sphagnum transfer 
peatland habitat restoration tech-
nique. 

€3,900 

Mount Allen Resi-
dents. 

Mount Allen raised 
bog, Co. Roscommon. 

An ecohydrological assessment of 
Mount Allen raised bog. 

€2,000 

Clooncraff Residents. Clooncraff Bog (part 
of Lough Ree SAC), 
Co. Roscommon. 

Road improvement works and the 
installation of seating benches at 
the Clooncraff Bog. 

€4,952 

Ballygar Tidy Towns. Ballygar Bog NHA, 
Co. Galway.

Programme of talks and practi-
cal events (including anti-litter 
campaign, clean up and baseline 
surveys) along with a series of 
informative leaflets to be produced 
in relation to flora and fauna of the 
local bogs.

€1,500 
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Organisation Location Description of Project Grant 
Awarded

St. Killians Heritage 
Trust.

Killyconny Bog SAC, 
Co. Cavan.

Signage and the re-fit of the His-
tory Room at St Killian’s visitor 
centre to include wall wrap and 
information panels.

€6,931 

02/10/2018WRC01700City of Culture Initiative

02/10/2018WRC0180096. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 21 of 21 June 2018 and 2811 of 24 July 2018, if the 
performance delivery agreement regarding the contribution of €15 million to Galway 2020 
has been finalised; the details of the agreement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39816/18]

02/10/2018WRC01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Government has committed €15 million in funding to Galway 2020. A Performance Delivery 
Agreement to set out the mutual responsibilities of Galway 2020 and the Department of Cul-
ture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, and the terms of the drawdown of the funds under the Agree-
ment, is being progressed by officials in my Department.

Officials from my Department are working closely with the Galway 2020 team to put in 
place the Performance Delivery Agreement, as well as support them in their work to deliver 
the a strong Culture Programme in 2020. In this regard, officials from my Department will be 
meeting with senior management from Galway 2020 this week. 

It is expected that the Agreement will be signed before the end of the month.

02/10/2018WRC02000Foilseacháin Ghaeilge

02/10/2018WRC0210097. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
dtabharfaidh sí sonraí faoin tacaíocht a thugann a Roinn d’earnáil na foilsitheoireachta Gaeilge 
agus do na cuideachtaí atá i mbaol a ndúnta; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [39834/18]

02/10/2018WRC02200Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Tá ról reachtúil ag Foras na Gaeilge chun an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn ar bhonn 
uile-oileáin agus aithnítear an tábhacht leis an scríbhneoireacht agus leis an bhfoilsitheoireacht 
mar chuid lárnach den ról sin. 

Is cuid dhílis d’Fhoras na Gaeilge é an Gúm ó bunaíodh Foras na Gaeilge i 1999 agus tá stair 
shaibhir ag an eagraíocht sin maidir le foilseacháin agus áiseanna a chur ar fáil a thacaíonn leis 
an oideachas trí mheán na Gaeilge agus le húsáid na Gaeilge i gcoitinne. Le linn 2017, chuir 
An Gúm 14 fhoilseachán ar fáil i réimse an oideachais, idir leabhair chlóite, phóstaeir, ábhar 
ar líne agus chlosábhar. Tá sé aontaithe idir Fhoras na Gaeilge agus An Roinn Oideachais agus 
Scileanna tionscadal trí bliana eile a thionscnamh chun forbairt a dhéanamh ar an gclár teagaisc 
Ghaeilge do na bunscoileanna Gaeltachta agus lán-Ghaeilge (Séideán Sí  ) agus beidh idir fhoil-
seacháin chlóite agus áiseanna ar líne mar chuid den tionscadal sin.

Tá saindualgas ar Clár na Leabhar Gaeilge, a tháinig faoi chúram Foras na Gaeilge i 2007, 
chun tacú leis an bhfoilsitheoireacht i nGaeilge trí scéimeanna maoinithe ar nós, mar shampla, 
Scéim na Foilsitheoireachta, Scéim na gCoimisiúin, Scéim na dTionscadal Litríochta, Scéim 
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Meantóireachta agus Scéim ‘Scríobh leabhar’. Bhí buiséid iomlán de c €850,000 ag baint leis 
na scéimeanna sin i 2017. 

Cuireann ÁIS (Áisíneacht Dáileacháin Leabhar) – rannóg eile laistigh d’Fhoras na Gaeilge 
- seirbhís leanúnach ar fáil le soláthar cuí leabhar a chur ar fáil ar fud na tíre agus níos faide i 
gcéin. Tuigtear dom go raibh díolacháin de c.€900,000 ag ÁIS i 2017 chuig breis is 250 custai-
méirí/siopaí leabhar. Tríd an obair sin, deimhnítear go scaiptear saothar na bhfoilsitheoirí ar 
thacaigh an Foras leo go forleathan.

Le poiblíocht agus margaíocht a dheimhniú do na leabhair a chuireann na foilsitheoirí 
amach, tá Foras na Gaeilge ag cur maoinithe nach mó ná €240,000 ar fáil do Chumann na 
bhFoilsitheoirí don tréimhse 2017 - 2019 chun tacaíocht mhargaíochta a sholáthar d’earnáil na 
foilsitheoireachta Ghaeilge. 

Cuireann Foras na Gaeilge go leor tacaíochtaí eile ar fáil don earnáil fhoilsitheoireachta i 
nGaeilge, ina measc:  

- Scéim na bhFéilte - féiltí litríochta éagsúla ar nós Seachtain na Scríbhneoirí Lios Tuathail;  

- Focail Eile - clár comhpháirtíochta idir eagraíochtaí cultúrtha i réigiúin Eorpacha chun 
líonra de shocrúcháin chruthaitheacha a chur ar bun do scríbhneoirí Eorpacha i mionteangacha; 

- IMRAM - féile litríochta náisiúnta na Gaeilge;   

- Gradaim liteartha náisiúnta na foilsitheoireachta - Gradam Uí Shuilleabháin (leabhar 
do dhaoine fásta), Gradam Reics Carlo (leabhar do dhaoine óga) agus Comórtais Liteartha 
Oireachtas na Gaeilge; 

- I 2017 craoladh an tsraith Léirmheas Leabhar ar TG4 a ndearna Foras na Gaeilge urraíocht 
uirthi.

Ar ndóigh, tacaíonn Foras na Gaeilge le foilsiú 3 mórfhoilseachán náisiúnta a bhaineann 
le réimsí éagsúla an tsaoil, eadhon, Tuairisc.ie (Scéim Nuachta Ar Líne), NÓS.ie (Scéim Iris 
Stílmhaireachtála) agus Comhar.ie (Scéim Iris Ghaeilge). Bhí buiséid iomlán de c.€500,000 ag 
baint leis na scéimeanna sin i 2017 agus tá na foilseacháin ar fáil ar líne saor in aisce do phobal 
na Gaeilge in Éirinn agus thar lear.

Maidir leis an gcuid sin den cheist a bhaineann le comhlachtaí ata faoi chontúirt dúnta, tá 
ráite ag Foras na Gaeilge liom go n-aithníonn siad go bhfuil tiomantas ar leith agus sainscile-
anna san earnáil ach go bhfuil idir na buanna agus na dúshláin a bhaineann le gnóluchtaí beaga 
ag roinnt leo freisin. Cé go bhféachann Foras na Gaeilge ar aon eolas faoi inmharthanacht 
comhlachtaí ar leith mar eolas íogair tráchtála, ar ndóigh, agus go gcaitear leis leis an discréid 
chuí, is féidir liom a dheimhniú go mbíonn cruinnithe rialta ag Foras na Gaeilge le hionadaithe 
ó Chumann na bhFoilsitheoirí agus gur pléadh na dúshláin atá ann dóibh siúd atá ag gníomhú 
san earnáil.  Tá cinneadh déanta, dá réir, leanúint leis an phlé sin  chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar 
chuid de na dúshláin sin a réiteach.

  Question No. 98 answered with Question No. 86.

02/10/2018WRC02400Seirbhísí Eitilte

02/10/2018WRC0250099. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cén dul chun cinn atá déanta maidir le aersheirbhís d’Oileáin Árann; cad é stádas an 
phróisis tairisceana nua; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [39817/18]
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02/10/2018WRC02600Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): I mí Meitheamh na bliana seo thug Galway Aviation Services Limited fógra do 
mo Roinn go mbeadh an comhlacht ag tarraingt siar, le héifeacht ó 6 Nollaig 2018, óna chon-
radh chun seirbhís aeir a chur ar fáil do na hOileáin Árann agus óna chonradh faoina gcuirtear 
Aerfort Chonamara ar fáil don tseirbhís sin.

Cé gur tháinig na fógraí seo ón gcuideachta aniar aduaidh ar mo Roinn agus gur cúis díomá 
dúinn é, ghníomhaíomar go pras chun a dhearbhú do phobal na n-oileán gur tosaíocht don Ro-
inn é go mbeadh seirbhís aeir ar fáil do na hoileáin.    

Chas mé féin agus mo chuid oifigigh le hionadaithe ó na hoileáin ar roinnt ócáidí chun an 
t-ábhar a phlé agus tá sé pléite agam le hionadaithe phoiblí an cheantair faoi dhó chomh mai-
th.  Chas mo chuid oifigigh le comhleacaithe sa Roinn Iompair, Turasóireachta agus Spóirt, le 
hOifig an Phríomh-Aturnae Stáit agus le hoifig an Ard-Aighne ina thaobh.  Tá an t-ábhar pléite 
le seachtain anuas chomh maith le oifigigh ó Choimisiún an Aontais Eorpaigh sa Bhruiséil.

Taobh leis an méid thuas, tá mo Roinn ag tógáil céimeanna chun próiseas tairisceana a chur 
ar bun d’fhonn conradh úr a aontú.  Níl amscála dó seo leagtha síos faoi láthair ach caithfear a 
chinntiú mar réamh-chéim den phróiseas sin go mbeidh fáil ar aerfort ar an mórthír a bheidh in 
ann freastal ar an tseirbhís.

02/10/2018WRC02700Digital Archiving

02/10/2018WRC02800100. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the initiatives provided for archiving historic collections; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39452/18]

02/10/2018WRC02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In June 
2017, my Department advertised a new scheme of funding support for the Digitisation of Col-
lections by the National Cultural Institutions and collections of national significance. A total of 
€2.3m was allocated to 14 projects in ten organisations including the National Cultural Institu-
tions. 

Examples of the projects funded include the digitisation of the Church of Ireland registers of 
Baptism, Marriage and Burial, some of which are up to 400 years old.  Other projects include 
the digitisation of the Band Aid archive that was donated to the National Library of Ireland by 
Sir Bob Geldof.

Under the Project Ireland 2040 plan: Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage, I am 
committed to investing up to €10 million from now until 2027 on the digitisation of collections 
by the National Cultural Institutions and collections of national significance. I hope to be in a 
position to announce details of the next stage of this funding scheme in the near future.

02/10/2018WRC03000National Orchestras

02/10/2018WRC03100101. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
will report on the working group to undertake the transfer of the National Symphony Orchestra 
from RTÉ to the National Concert Hall; when it will report; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39705/18]

02/10/2018WRC03200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Fol-
lowing the publication of the report by RTÉ that it commissioned from independent consul-
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tants Helen Boaden and Mediatique on the RTÉ Orchestras entitled RTÉ Orchestras Ensuring 
a Sustainable Future, the Government has agreed in principle that the RTÉ National Symphony 
Orchestra should come within the remit of the National Concert Hall (NCH). The Government 
also authorised the initiation of discussions on the implementation of the recommendations of 
the report.

A first meeting of an oversight group to begin discussions on the implementation of the 
Boaden Report’s recommendations met in July to discuss terms of reference. These are now 
being finalised and the Group will meet again shortly. The purpose of the group is to identify 
and address the relevant issues to enable the successful transfer of the NSO from the remit of 
RTÉ to the remit of the NCH.  

A Working Group will also be set up which will look at the detailed issues involved in the 
proposed transfer of the orchestra. I expect that this group will be established shortly.

02/10/2018WRC03300Film Industry

02/10/2018WRC03400102. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to deal with reports of precarious working terms and conditions, lack of proper 
training structures and pensions across the film industry; her views on whether public funding 
and tax relief support of the industry should be strictly conditional on real improvements in 
these areas for the workers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39843/18]

02/10/2018WRC03500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Firstly, 
I would like to thank the members of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Culture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht for the work undertaken to produce the Report which was published last July just 
a few weeks after the Government launched its Audiovisual Action Plan.  The Committee’s 
Report and the Audiovisual Action Plan have significant overlap and share the objectives of 
developing the Irish Audiovisual Industry and improving employment within it.  

A steering group has been established to implement the Audiovisual Action Plan and has 
already met twice since the Action Plan was published.  The Group includes representatives of 
all Government Departments and State Agencies  that have an interest or involvement with the 
audiovisual industry.  As I said the Report of the Oireachtas Committee was discussed at the 
recent meeting of the Steering Group on 27 September. This included discussions regarding the 
importance of Section 481, compliance of the industry with aspects of tax and employment law, 
the holding of specific conferences and workshops to consider the development of the industry 
including the need for an appropriate forum to consider employment issues. Further work is 
being carried out on all these initiatives and announcements in relation to them will be made in 
due course.  The Steering Group will report to me at regular intervals.

In relation to the specific details supplied by the Deputy, it is important to note that employ-
ees in every industry and sector are entitled to all existing legal protections.  Furthermore, I 
would like to draw attention to legislation being brought forward by my colleague the Minister 
for Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  The Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill 2017 will improve the security and predictability of working hours for employees on inse-
cure contracts and those working variable hours.  This legislation responds specifically to the 
commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government to address the problems caused 
by the increased casualisation of work and to strengthen the regulation of precarious work.  I 
am happy to report that the Bill completed Report and Final Stage in the Dáil on 12th July 2018 
and it is anticipated that it will be introduced in the Seanad this autumn.
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02/10/2018WRC03600Departmental Schemes

02/10/2018WRC03700103. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
schemes available to support historic buildings that require repair; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39727/18]

02/10/2018WRC03800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and historic struc-
tures through a number of schemes which are generally administered by local authorities.

The Structures at Risk Fund (SRF) supports conservation works to heritage structures in 
both private and public ownership, which are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  I 
have allocated €1.3m this year and 76 projects across the country have been approved for fund-
ing under the scheme.

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of pro-
tected structures, designed to leverage private capital for investment in small scale conservation 
projects across the country and to support the employment of skilled conservation professionals 
and tradespeople. I have allocated funding of €2m nationally for this Scheme in 2018 and 355 
projects have been approved for funding. 

Details of all of the projects awarded funding under both of these schemes in 2018 are pub-
lished on my Department’s website and on local authority websites.

The closing date for the 2018 schemes has now passed.  My Department remains in contact 
with local authorities throughout the year, however, to ensure the best use of all funds under 
the schemes, including the reallocation of funds where, for example, projects do not proceed.

I have also provided funding of €1m in 2018 for the Historic Towns Initiative, which is a 
joint initiative of my Department and the Heritage Council. This initiative is supporting six 
historic towns in 2018 who are carrying out significant heritage regeneration projects. 

The best advice for owners in relation to individual historic structures is to contact the Ar-
chitectural Conservation Officer in their local authority who is well placed to provide expert 
advice and assistance. 

In terms of future funding, Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027 
represents a major capital investment scheme of €1.2 billion in funding over the next 10 years, 
as part of Project Ireland 2040. This plan will see increased investment in protecting and cel-
ebrating our built heritage across the country. More details on the commencement and comple-
tion dates for projects and programmes, as well as the timing of the expenditure in relation to 
them, will emerge as we go through the process of appraisal and planning as required under the 
Public Spending Code.

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage.  It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide 
how its funding should be allocated across the range of research, education and conservation 
programmes it supports.  Grant schemes are advertised by the Heritage Council on its website 
www.heritagecouncil.ie.

02/10/2018WRC03900Brexit Issues

02/10/2018WRC04000104. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
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is satisfied that Brexit will not affect pension entitlements to staff of Waterways Ireland; and the 
actions she has taken to mitigate against the negative potential impacts of Brexit on her Depart-
ment. [39840/18]

02/10/2018WRC04100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment co-sponsors two of the six North-South Implementation Bodies established under the 
Good Friday Agreement, Waterways Ireland and An Foras Teanga/the Language Body.

I am advised that, as the North-South Implementation Bodies were established under an 
Agreement reached between the Governments of Ireland and the United Kingdom which was 
not dependent on European Community membership, there are unlikely to be implications di-
rectly stemming from Brexit for occupational pension entitlements for existing pensioners or 
future retirees. The implications for State Pension entitlements are a matter for my colleague, 
the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection. 

Detailed contingency planning is being carried out, involving all Government Departments 
for all possible scenarios and outcomes to the Brexit negotiations, coordinated by the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade. My Department continues to gather information on the 
implications and potential responses to the relevant issues with regard to a disorderly Brexit 
scenario from each area and participates in inter-Departmental preparations for Brexit through 
the IGEUB, the Island of Ireland Group, High Level Communications Group on Brexit Pre-
paredness and Contingency Planning and the Brexit Co-ordinators Group. 

A Working Group, chaired at Assistant Secretary level and composed of officials from across 
the Department has also been established to deal with Brexit issues. This Working Group is sup-
ported by the Department’s Corporate Governance and Coordination Unit which is also respon-
sible for coordinating the response to Brexit related issues within the remit of my Department.

02/10/2018WRC04200Commemorative Events

02/10/2018WRC04300105. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans for commemorating the War of Independence; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [39407/18]

02/10/2018WRC04400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I will 
shortly bring proposals to Government setting out the proposed approach to the programme 
of commemorations over the remainder of the Decade of Centenaries. The Government’s ap-
proach to the remembrance of all of those who lost their lives during the Independence Struggle 
and the significant events and themes associated with this period, will be informed by the guid-
ance of the Expert Advisory Group on Centenary Commemorations and the core principles set 
out in its Second Statement, published in October 2017. In this regard, it will follow the ap-
proach adopted in the first half of the Decade of Centenaries of being respectful, meaningful, 
proportionate and authentic.

02/10/2018WRC04500Creative Ireland Programme

02/10/2018WRC04600106. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the creative schools programme 2018 including the pilot projects that are underway. 
[39820/18]

02/10/2018WRC04700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Cre-
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ative School Programme is one of the key initiatives of the Creative Youth Plan, an initiative of 
the Creative Ireland Programme.  It is led by the Arts Council in collaboration with and funded 
by my Department and the Department of Education and Skills.  

Following an open application process, 150 schools were selected for the pilot in the school 
year 2018/19. These schools have approximately 38,000 pupils. There are a diverse range of 
school types involved, in different parts of the country, rural and urban, primary and post pri-
mary, DEIS schools, special schools, and Youthreach centres. 

Schools who participate in the pilot will work with artists, creative practitioners and educa-
tors to develop their own unique programme of arts and creative work, connecting them to the 
full range of local and regional cultural resources and opportunities. In addition, all schools will 
also receive a further range of supports including a once-off grant of €2,000.

The Programme is well underway and training for the Creative Associates has already taken 
place earlier this month. 

Through this pilot programme the creativity of children and young people across the coun-
try will be enabled. Students will be directly connected to artists and to the arts within their 
own communities and nationally.  A direct, long term connection will be created between these 
students and the creative, cultural and artistic resources of the state,  now and into their future.

This is a pilot initiative and it will therefore be reviewed before rolling it out to all schools.

02/10/2018WRC04800National Parks

02/10/2018WRC04900107. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
her attention has been drawn to the petition and campaign calling for the State to buy an estate 
(details supplied) as a public recreational amenity; if her attention has been further drawn to the 
serious concerns regarding the potential to restrict rights of way for hill walkers; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39704/18]

02/10/2018WRC05000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I refer 
the Deputy to my answer in this House earlier today. I am aware that this site, comprising a 
historic house and estate of some 5,000 acres, has been offered for sale, with a reported asking 
price in the region of €28 million. As the Deputy will be aware, my Department has no direct 
role in this sales process as it is a commercial matter between the owners of the property in 
question and the parties interested in the purchase.

Through the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), the Department of Culture, Heri-
tage and the Gaeltacht manages a property portfolio in respect of national parks and reserves 
of approximately 87,000 hectares. These important biodiversity areas are located all around the 
country. Given the limited  resources available for capital investment within the National Parks 
and Nature Reserves, I recognise the need to focus on the core responsibilities relating to the 
management of the existing Parks and Reserves’ lands. 

While the lands in question would represent a significant addition to the stock of publicly 
owned heritage properties and lands, my Department could only consider acquiring this prop-
erty if the price fell to within a certain range,   or in the context of a donation or bequest. This is 
known to the Vendors. In this context, I would also remind the House that in late 2016 my De-
partment negotiated the extension of Wicklow Mountains National Park by purchasing almost 
4,900 acres of Dublin Uplands at Glenasmole in 2016 at a cost of just €800,000.
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Wicklow Mountains National Park and Glendalough are amongst our most beloved and 
popular heritage jewels. The Estate referred to in the details supplied has allowed a permissive 
access to a hugely popular walking route for many decades and I would hope that this would 
continue under any new ownership arrangements. While my Department has conveyed this 
desire directly to the vendors and their agent, I have no statutory function regarding the provi-
sion of access to private lands. Furthermore, the Estate has been an excellent neighbour to the 
National Park, working closely with it on habitat management and the promotion of our stun-
ning Wicklow Mountains for tourism, film-making and amenity. It is my wish that this close 
co-operation would continue too in future.

02/10/2018WRC05100Commemorative Events

02/10/2018WRC05200108. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the activities for the remainder of the decade of centenaries; if she will report the work of the 
all-party group on commemorations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39505/18]

02/10/2018WRC05300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I will 
shortly bring proposals to Government on the development of an appropriate programme to 
commemorate the significant historical events and themes over the remainder of the Decade of 
Centenaries (1919 - 1923). The Government’s approach in relation to this will be guided by the 
guiding principles of the Second Statement of the Expert Advisory Group on Commemorations 
which was published in October last year.

I have now re-established the All-Party Consultation Committee on Commemorations and 
the first meeting will take place on  4 October.  I will chair the committee which is made up of 
members of the Oireachtas and the Northern Ireland Assembly.  I look forward to engaged and 
constructive meetings of the Committee to explore and address appropriate commemoration of 
the events and milestones in the period covered by the next phase of the Decade of Centenaries 
- 2019 to 2023.  

My Department will also continue to consult and collaborate with relevant stakeholders, 
including the local authority network, in developing the State commemorative programme out 
to 2023.

02/10/2018WRC05400National Cultural Institutions

02/10/2018WRC05500109. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on reports that leading cultural institutions including the National Gallery, National Mu-
seum and Irish Museum of Modern Art that are funded by the State are engaged in the wide-
spread use of hiring unpaid interns; the effect this will have on the art and cultural sector; if this 
practice has been approved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39809/18]

02/10/2018WRC05600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Cultural 
Institutions under the remit of my Department operate both paid and unpaid internships. Paid 
internships are funded from a number of sources such as fellowship grants from private spon-
sors. 

Unpaid internships are generally of short duration in specialised areas such as conservation 
and exhibitions. These internships are mainly availed of by students and recent graduates and in 
many instances form part of the students course requirements. I understand that three national 
cultural institutions under the aegis of my Department - the National Museum of Ireland, the 
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Irish Museum of Modern Art and the National Gallery of Ireland - are currently operating such 
internships.

The National Cultural Institutions are independent bodies under the aegis of the Depart-
ment, it is a matter for these bodies to decide if they are able to facilitate requests for short term 
internships from students and other interested in developing a career in the sector.  

The Workplace Relations Committee has indicated that it  hopes to devise an information 
campaign on internships in the coming months. My Department will ensure that the National 
Cultural Institutions will have full regard to all guidance received on these matters.

02/10/2018WRC05700Arts Funding

02/10/2018WRC05800110. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the roadmap to deliver on the promise to double arts funding by 2024; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39815/18]

02/10/2018WRC05900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As Min-
ister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, I greatly welcome the commitment given by an 
Taoiseach to increase Government spending in the arts and culture sector on a trajectory that 
will see funding doubled by 2025. My Department and I continue to work with an Taoiseach 
and all of my Government colleagues towards delivering on this commitment.

A first and very significant step in the delivery process has been Project Ireland 2040 which 
gave recognition to the importance of our culture, language and heritage to our sustainable 
development over the next decade and beyond.   This recognition is underpinned by the  com-
mitment by Government to invest €1.2 billion in our culture, our language and our heritage over 
the 10-year implementation of the NDP.  

In April of this year, I was delighted to launch my Department’s sectoral Plan - Investing in 
Our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027.   The plan sets out significant investment on 
a phased basis over the next 10 years prioritised across 3 areas - €785m for Culture; €295m for 
Heritage and €178m for our Language.

This level of investment will transform our cultural and heritage infrastructure right across 
the country and goes a long way towards honouring the commitment to double government 
spending on arts, culture and heritage.

In terms of current funding, allocations fall to be determined annually as part of the Esti-
mates process.  In 2018, total current funding for my Department increased by €11.5m or just 
under 5% to €248.659m, including an additional €2.8m for the Arts Council; an additional 
€1.7m across all of the National Cultural Institutions; just under €1m in additional funding for 
the Heritage programme and an extra €1.4m for the 20 year Strategy for the Irish Language.

Budget Estimates 2019 are due to be presented on 9 October next and I can assure the 
Deputy of my ongoing commitment to achieving the best possible result for the arts and cultural 
sector within the parameters set out in the Summer Economic Statement and Mid Year Expen-
diture Report published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

02/10/2018WRC06000Commemorative Events

02/10/2018WRC06100111. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
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tacht the decade of centenaries commemorative events she has attended in the past two years. 
[29287/18]

02/10/2018WRC06200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I have 
attended a number of events related to the Decade of Centenaries Commemorative Programme, 
since my appointment as Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, on 30th November 
2017.

On 6th February 2018, I launched the State programme to mark the centenary of the intro-
duction of voting rights for women in 1918 and their right to stand in parliamentary elections.  
This programme also celebrates 100 years of participation of Irish women in political life, 
beginning with the election of Countess Markievicz in the General Election of 14th December 
1918.  Later this year, I look forward to opening an exciting and innovative pop-up museum ex-
hibition, entitled, Women in Politics and Public Life, 1918 - 2018, curated by the historian, Si-
néad McCoole, which will be showcased at The Coach House in Dublin Castle until early 2019.  

On Easter Sunday, 1st April, I represented the Government at a commemoration in Glasn-
evin Cemetery, in remembrance of all of those who died during the 1916 Easter Rising. This 
commemoration included wreath-laying ceremonies at the Sigerson Monument and the graves 
of Edward Hollywood and Peadar Kearney.   

On 9th May, I attended the annual State Commemoration of the 1916 Easter Rising at Ar-
bour Hill.  

On 7th July, I represented the Government at the annual ceremony, hosted by the Royal Brit-
ish Legion Republic of Ireland Branch, in the Irish National War Memorial Gardens, to com-
memorate the Irish born men and women who gave their lives in World War I and World War II.  

On 4th September, I launched a new exhibition to commemorate the work of thousands 
of men and women volunteers from the St John Ambulance brigade, who cared for the mili-
tary personnel on their return from World War I.  This exhibition also explores the significant 
humanitarian response to the sinking of the RMS Leinster on 10th October 1918.  I will be 
honoured to represent the Government at an official commemoration in Dún Laoghaire on 10th 
October to mark the centenary of this tragedy - in which at least 564 people perished.

02/10/2018WRC06300Film Industry Development

02/10/2018WRC06400112. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the status of support provided to an organisation (details supplied); the benefits from same for 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39807/18]

02/10/2018WRC06500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The or-
ganisation referred to by the Deputy is the national development agency for Irish film making 
and the Irish film, television and animation industry.  Its statutory remit is to assist and encour-
age the making of film in the State and the development of a film industry in Ireland.  As part of 
its remit, it Ireland supports writers, directors and production companies across these sectors by 
providing investment loans for the development, production and distribution of film, television 
and animation projects as well as supporting the Irish screen industries at major international 
markets and festivals and the use of Ireland as a location for international production and pro-
vides support for companies filming in Ireland.  It also liaises with IDA Ireland and Tourism 
Ireland to maximise opportunities for the promotion of Ireland as a location for film productions 
as well as a tourism destination.
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In June 2018 I launched the Audio-visual Action Plan.  The industry-wide, long-term plan, 
under the Creative Ireland Programme, will support the Government’s ambition to enable Ire-
land to become a global hub for the production of Film, TV drama and animation.

This Audiovisual Action Plan sets out an agenda to further develop the Irish Audiovisual 
Industry and in that context my Department will work with all sectors of the industry to address 
any barriers to continued success.

The Government’s capital investment plan Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 
2018-2027 provides for funding of €200m to be invested in media production and audio visual 
industries over the next 10 years, which will have a positive impact right across the country 
including in County Kildare.

02/10/2018WRC06600Vacancies on State Boards

02/10/2018WRC06700113. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of vacancies on State boards under the remit of her Department; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39706/18]

02/10/2018WRC06800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The fol-
lowing are the vacancies on State Board under the remit of my Department:

There are three vacancies on the Board of the National Museum of Ireland (NMI).  Follow-
ing a recent call for expressions of interest from the public through the Public Appointments 
Service,  I anticipate that I will shortly receive a shortlist of suitably qualified candidates from 
which I will be able to fill two of these vacancies on the Board of the NMI. The third vacancy 
on the Board of the NMI is for a staff representative.  A process is underway in the NMI, under 
Section 19 of the National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997, to identify a staff representative to 
fill this vacancy.

There are two vacancies on the Board of the Crawford Art Gallery, Cork.  I intend that a 
process will be initiated shortly with the Public Appointments Service to identify a shortlist of 
suitably qualified candidates to fill these vacancies.

There are three vacancies on the Board of Foras na Gaeilge, an Agency of the North/South 
Language Body, An Foras Teanga.  Appointments to boards of North/South bodies are made by 
the North South Ministerial Council, on the basis of 50:50 nominations from each jurisdiction.  
Current vacancies on the Board of Foras na Gaeilge are in respect of Northern nominations.

02/10/2018WRC06900Inland Waterways Development

02/10/2018WRC07000114. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her plans to undertake studies on the feasibility of extending navigation on the River Erne from 
Belturbet to Killykeen and Killeshandra, County Cavan; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39798/18]

02/10/2018WRC07100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Water-
ways Ireland manages and maintains the navigation on the River Erne in County Cavan as part 
of the Shannon – Erne Waterway. Waterways Ireland public jetties are provided in both Beltur-
bet and Kilconny and the navigation channel is provided with navigation markers and signage 
as and where required. The upper limit of the managed navigation on the River Erne is currently 
just below Erne Bridge between Belturbet and Kilconny. 
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I have been informed by Waterways Ireland that a number of studies have been undertaken 
since the late 1980’s to examine the feasibility of extending the navigation upstream from 
Belturbet to Lough Oughter. The results of these studies have not been taken forward due to 
budgetary constraints, extent of assessments required, anticipated impacts on the designated 
habitat, constraints on works due to environmental legislation, and the remit of Waterways.

There may however be potential in the waters of the Lough Oughter area being promoted as 
a distinct Blueway.  While I understand from Waterways Ireland that they have no plans to de-
velop a Blueway in Lough Oughter, Blueways Ireland - a group that includes the National Trails 
Office, Canoeing Ireland and a range of other state bodies involved in, or with an interest in the 
development of Blueways - is currently considering the establishment of Blueways beyond the 
Waterways Ireland network of inland waterways.

To this end, Waterways Ireland has met with the Chief Executive of Cavan County Council, 
Council officials and elected representatives concerning Blueways developed successfully on 
the Waterways Ireland network and to advise on possible ways forward.

Waterways Ireland is happy to support Cavan County Council with professional and expert 
advice should it decide to develop a Blueway on the River Erne from Belturbet to Killykeen 
and Killeshandra.

02/10/2018WRC07200Harbours and Piers Funding

02/10/2018WRC07300115. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if funds will be provided to Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council for the mainte-
nance and development of Dún Laoghaire Harbour in line with her Department’s priorities to 
support the heritage and cultural infrastructure of the country; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39841/18]

02/10/2018WRC07400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and historic struc-
tures through a number of schemes which are generally administered by local authorities.

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of pro-
tected structures (i.e. structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures). It is de-
signed to leverage private capital for investment in small scale conservation projects across the 
country and to support the employment of skilled conservation professionals and tradespeople. 
I have allocated funding of €2m in total for this Scheme in 2018. In addition the Structures at 
Risk Fund, with funding of €1.3m in 2018, enables conservation works to heritage structures, in 
both private and public ownership, which are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration. 

The closing date for the 2018 schemes has now passed and I am informed that no applica-
tion has been submitted in respect of structures at Dun Laoghaire Harbour. Details of the proj-
ects approved under both funding schemes are published on my Department’s website and on 
local authority websites. The development of the harbour generally is not the type of investment 
contemplated by the initiatives  referred to earlier and such large utility and transport projects 
are best addressed by Departments resourced to  respond strategically.  

In terms of future funding, Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027 
represents a major capital investment scheme of €1.2 billion in funding over the next 10 years, 
as part of Project Ireland 2040. This plan will see increased investment in protecting and cel-
ebrating our built heritage across the country. More details on the commencement and comple-
tion dates for projects and programmes, as well as the timing of the expenditure in relation to 
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them, will emerge as we go through the process of appraisal and planning as required under the 
Public Spending Code.

  Question No. 116 answered with Question No. 87.

02/10/2018WRC07600Scéim na mBóithre Áise

02/10/2018WRC07700117. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aindrias Moynihan den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an bhfuil sé i gceist aici Scéim na mBóithre Áise a athoscailt; agus an ndéanfaidh sí 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [39837/18]

02/10/2018WRC07800Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Faoi Scéim na mBóithre Áise de chuid na Roinne, chuirtí airgead ar fáil do na 
húdaráis áitiúla ar mhaithe le obair dheisiúcháin a dhéanamh ar bhóithre beaga faoi leith sa 
Ghaeltacht.

Le go mbeadh bóthar cáilithe chun críche na scéime, ba ghá roinnt coinníollacha faoi leith 
a bheith comhlíonta, ina measc; gur bóthar é nach raibh faoi chúram an údaráis áitiúil ábhartha 
agus gur bóthar é a bhí ag freastal ar theach amháin ar a laghad móide gabháltas talún nach le 
húinéir an tí é. Bhí sé mar choinníoll faoi leith chomh maith nach raibh aon gheata transna an 
bhóthair a thabharfadh le tuiscint don saol fodhlach go raibh cosc orthu an bóthar a úsáid. Mar 
is eol don Teachta tá an scéim ar fionraí le tamall de bhlianta anois. 

Tuigtear go gcuimsítear feabhas ar bhóithre den chineál atá luaite anois faoi Scéim Feabh-
súcháin Áitiúil atá faoi stiúir na Roinne Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail.

02/10/2018WRD00200Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRD00300118. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach the communications, press and public rela-
tions budget allocated to his Department for 2018; the way in which it is being spent; and if it 
is behind or ahead of profile. [39379/18]

02/10/2018WRD00400The Taoiseach: These activities are funded from my Department’s Administration budget.  
This budget is currently behind profile.  As the deputy will be aware, this area experienced large 
scale changes during the year, whereby the budget was scaled back significantly.

02/10/2018WRD00500Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRD00600119. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Taoiseach the cost of his Department’s stand 
at the National Ploughing Championships 2018; the number of staff deployed from his Depart-
ment for the week; and the cost of same. [39404/18]

02/10/2018WRD00700The Taoiseach: Each Department paid for their own stand at the National Ploughing Cham-
pionship 2018.

Given the fact that the event took place very recently, payments are still being processed and 
costs will be published once finalised.

The number of staff from my Department varied over the course of the event, depending on 
the level of activity/support required.  Over the course of the event, a number of panel discus-
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sions, public information talks and media engagements took place.  My Department also hosted 
a permanent presence from other Departments on topics such as Brexit.  

A core team of 6 staff was assigned to the event, with other staff drafted in as required.  The 
purpose of this presence was to provide a co-ordinated and cohesive experience for those at-
tending and engaging with the 7 Government Departments and over 50 State funded agencies, 
bodies and organisations attending the event.  I believe that it was very useful to have a more 
co-ordinated approach to the Government presence at the National Ploughing Championship. 
As the communications reform programme is implemented over time, there will be an opportu-
nity to further improve cohesion, co-ordination and value for money for this event.

02/10/2018WRD00800Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

02/10/2018WRD00900120. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the persons who accompanied him on 
his recent visit to the United States of America. [39562/18]

02/10/2018WRD01000The Taoiseach: On my recent visit to New York on 23 September to represent Ireland at the 
Nelson Mandela Peace Summit, I was accompanied by a small delegation from my department, 
comprising a Special Adviser, an Assistant Secretary General, the Government Press Secretary, 
an Assistant Private Secretary and a Security Officer.

02/10/2018WRD01100Strategic Communications Unit

02/10/2018WRD01200121. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if the strategic communications unit has 
been completely wound down; and the steps being taken with regard to the funding originally 
allocated for same. [39568/18]

02/10/2018WRD01300The Taoiseach: The Strategic Communications Unit has been wound down as of July 2018. 

The review conducted by the Secretary General of my Department in March 2018 recom-
mended that the budget allocation for 2018 should be reduced by 50% to €2.5m, which reflected 
existing spending commitments already made and that the overall budget for 2018 for the De-
partment of the Taoiseach should therefore be reduced by €2.5m.

On Thursday 29 March I presented my Department’s 2018 Estimate to the Select Commit-
tee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, and the Taoiseach. 

At that Committee meeting I informed the Members that my Department’s 2018 budget 
allocation was to be reduced by €2.5 million from €35.891 million to €33.391 million, which 
is a reduction of 9% on its 2017 Estimate.  My Department, therefore, did not receive the full 
amount of the funding originally allocated for the SCU.  

At the end of April, this Further Revised Estimate for my Department was approved by the 
House to give effect to this decision. 

In line with the recommendations from the review, the Department has reverted to a re-
formed GIS model, with a smaller budget, less staff and a more limited role.

In further alignment with the review, measures have been put in place across Government 
Departments which preserve the valuable and necessary reforms to ensure value for money, 
professionalisation and modernisation in government communications activity.
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02/10/2018WRD01400Strategic Communications Unit

02/10/2018WRD01500122. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he and his departmental officials have 
fully published the research procured under the aegis of the strategic communications unit. 
[39569/18]

02/10/2018WRD01600The Taoiseach: I take it that the research referred to is the Citizen Survey.  The Citizen 
Survey has not yet been run. I have already committed to briefing Opposition parties prior to 
the running of the survey.  It has always been the intention to publish the results of the survey 
once available.

02/10/2018WRD01700Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

02/10/2018WRD01800123. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his discussions with 
President Macron when he was at the informal EU Heads of State or Government meeting in 
Salzburg.  [39572/18]

02/10/2018WRD01900124. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his discussions with 
Chancellor Merkel when he was at the informal EU Heads of State and Government meeting 
in Salzburg. [39573/18]

02/10/2018WRD02000The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 123 and 124 together.

Ongoing political engagement with our EU and international partners, remains crucial, in 
relation to Brexit and other important EU issues. I meet and speak regularly with my EU coun-
terparts bilaterally, and at formal and informal meetings of the European Council, where I use 
every opportunity to advance Ireland’s interests.  

I did not have formal bilateral meetings with either President Macron or Chancellor Merkel 
at the Informal Summit of EU Heads of State and Government in Salzburg, although I engaged 
with them both in the margins of the meeting. 

Both took the opportunity to reiterate their strong support for the need for the Withdrawal 
Agreement between the EU and the UK to include a legally operable backstop, to ensure there 
can be no return to a hard border on the island in any circumstances. 

I look forward to meeting President Macron and Chancellor Merkel again later this month 
at the European Council in Brussels on 17 and 18 October. 

02/10/2018WRD02200EU Meetings

02/10/2018WRD02300125. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if immigration and security was dis-
cussed at the informal EU Heads of State and Government meeting at Salzburg. [39574/18]

02/10/2018WRD02400The Taoiseach: The Summit, which was chaired by the President of the European Council, 
Donald Tusk, was one of a series of such meetings relating to the Future of Europe. 

On this occasion, our focus was on issues relating to migration and internal security. 

We had a useful exchange on how best to progress our comprehensive approach to migra-
tion, as agreed at the June European Council, in securing our external borders, strengthening 
our cooperation with countries of origin and transit, and dealing with the management of mi-
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grants within the EU.  On internal security, the issues we discussed included the increasing 
complexity of the cyber threats we face, including to the integrity of our electoral systems. 

There were no formal conclusions but the outcome of our discussions will feed into the next 
meeting of the European Council which will take place in Brussels on 17 and 18 October.

02/10/2018WRD02425Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRD02450126. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the cost of each seminar held on Project 
Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 by his Department.  [39590/18]

02/10/2018WRD02475Taoiseach (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department led on the launch of Project Ireland 
2040 in Sligo and the four subsequent regional events in Galway, Limerick, Cork and Water-
ford.   

A breakdown of costs associated with each of the regional events can be found in the table. 

A number of strand launches were held in the first half of 2018; these were led and funded 
by the relevant line Department. 

The responsibility for the communication of Project Ireland 2040 has now transitioned to 
the Project Ireland 2040 Delivery Board – led by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.

Event Cost Costs incurred includes
Sligo launch (Feb 16th) €6,430.99 Attendance of Cabinet Secretariat/Protocol 

staff to support the Cabinet meetingAt-
tendance of staff to support the launchAt-
tendance of Officials/advisers with policy 
responsibility Attendance of Press Officers to 
support media engagements

Waterford and Cork regional 
events (March 8th/9th)

€4,490.86 Attendance of Protocol staff Attendance of 
staff to support the eventAttendance of Press 
Officers to support media engagementsCater-
ing costs

Galway and Limerick 
regional events (April 
16th/17th)

€4,491.78 Attendance of Protocol staff Attendance of 
staff to support the eventAttendance of Press 
Officers to support media engagementsCater-
ing costs

Please note that costs listed above are reflective of costs paid by my Department to date. 
There are costs yet to be invoiced.

02/10/2018WRD02600Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRD02650127. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the amount spent by his Depart-
ment on third party public relations advice, communications advice, online advertising and 
public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and company engaged in tabular form.  
[39646/18]

02/10/2018WRD02700The Taoiseach: The following table shows the information requested.  These amounts 
reflect spend on public awareness campaigns including Project Ireland 2040, Self Employed 
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Benefits, Healthy Ireland, Luas launch, Global Ireland, Action Plan for Education, Bliain na 
Gaeilge.  

Note: All of the costs were incurred up to the end of July 2018. Certain payments were 
processed in the August/September timeframe, but relate to costs incurred earlier in the year.

 Contractor Contract Projects delivered 
include 

Jan 
‘18 

Feb ‘18 Mar ‘18 Apr ‘18 May ‘18 Jun ‘18 Jul ‘18 Aug ‘18 Sep ‘18 

CAWLEY 
NEA TBWA 
LIMITED 

Provi-
sion of 
integrated 
creative 
and digital 
campaign 
services 

- Project Ireland 2040 
video - Self-em-
ployed benefits video 
& radio - Healthy 
Ireland Radio - Luas 
launch Video - Glob-
al Ireland - Legisla-
tion Delivered video 
- 25th Anniversary of 
the decriminalisation 
of homosexuality 

x 121,191.9 220,444.3 43,439.91 x x x 20,049 24,265.13 

CORE 
FULL SO-
LUTIONS 

Provision 
of digital 
creative 
services 

- Ireland.ie creative 
- Legislation video 
storyboard - Healthy 
Ireland video 

x x x x 137,341.2 1,881.90 x x x 

PHD 
MEDIA 
(IRLEAND) 
LIMITED 

Provision 
of media 
strategy 
planning 
and 
buying 
services 

- Project Ireland 2040 
- Ireland.ie - Irish 
Aid - Action Plan for 
Educations - Self-
employed benefits 
- Healthy Ireland - 
Bliain na Gaeilge 

x x x 258,102.40 x 133,105.6 20,282.71 41,068.46 x 

02/10/2018WRD02800Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

02/10/2018WRD02900128. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Taoiseach the contact he has had with religious 
leaders recently. [39805/18]

02/10/2018WRD03000The Taoiseach: I recently met with Pope Francis during his visit to Dublin Castle on Sat-
urday 25th August.  The meeting provided an opportunity for both of us to discuss a number of 
issues, though regrettably not in any great depth because of the short duration of the meeting.

On 22nd January 2018 I met with representatives of the Church of Ireland, Presbyterian 
and Methodist Churches in a formal meeting under the structured dialogue process between 
Church and State. This was the second in a series of meetings that I will be holding with dia-
logue partners.  We discussed important social and economic issues facing Irish society as well 
as International issues.

On 31 August 2017, I held a formal meeting under the structured dialogue process with 
representatives of the Catholic Church, led by Archbishop Eamon Martin.  A wide ranging dis-
cussion took place on a range of important national and international issues.  

Some of the issues we discussed at these meetings were challenging.  They are issues on 
which people have deeply held views and which are matters of conscience.  Our discussions 
were valuable, not just because they dealt with important issues, but particularly because they 
were conducted in an atmosphere of respect for the views of others, where everyone sought to 
be constructive.

Like  public representatives generally, I meet church leaders informally from time to time 
in the course of attending official or public events.  In particular, with the recent visit of Pope 
Francis, I attended a number of events that were also attended by representatives from various 
religious groups
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02/10/2018WRD03100Departmental Communications

02/10/2018WRD03200129. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Taoiseach the reason Departments are using 1890 
numbers as their contact numbers in view of the fact that this is the most expensive number 
to ring, particularly from a mobile telephone; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39940/18]

02/10/2018WRD03300The Taoiseach: The LoCall 1890 Number was originally intended to offer reduced call 
costs to the caller through an arrangement where the cost of the call was shared between the 
caller and the service provider. This remains the case for many calls originating from landlines.

A LoCall 1890 phone number is one element of a wider suite of contact channels, including 
a geographic phone number, email, social media and fax channels provided by my Department 
for those who may wish to avail of it. It is not the primary contact number for my Department.  
This is made clear on my Department’s website, through my Department’s various entries in 
publicly available telephone directories, and through Internet search engines.

Where the LoCall number is published on my Department’s website, it includes a note ad-
vising potential callers that the rates for this service may vary amongst service providers.

My Department is aware of the consultation undertaken by the Commission for Communi-
cations Regulation in relation to LoCall numbers which was published in July 2018 and which 
includes a draft decision to withdraw some of these LoCall numbers over time. I have asked my 
Department to review its usage of the LoCall number with a view to withdrawing it.

02/10/2018WRD03400Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRD03500130. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the communica-
tions, press and public relations budget allocated to his Department for 2018; the way in which 
it is being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39369/18]

02/10/2018WRD03600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
does not have a specific budget for communications, press, and public relations items.  How-
ever, there is a budget in place for advertising as set out in the following table.

2018 Budget 2018 Outturn to 28 September 2018 
€60,000 €34,691
This expenditure mainly relates to a) advertising positions for Civilian Employees who are 

based at Military installations throughout the country, b) notices in the print media in relation 
to road closures and firing notices and, c) advertising for Easter commemorations ceremonies.  

In addition €50,000 is allocated to the Government’s “Be Winter Ready” campaign, where 
expenditure is incurred in the last quarter of the year.

Ad hoc costs for one off events may occur, in which case the expense is covered by the 
Branch administering the event from within their own budget.

02/10/2018WRD03700Defence Forces Equipment

02/10/2018WRD03800131. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a vehicle 
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long-term loan agreement will be reviewed on two vehicles in order to allow the ownership 
be transferred to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39508/18]

02/10/2018WRD03900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Ex-military ve-
hicles are considered to be valuable and historic museum pieces and as such my Department is 
required to manage control of ownership of such vehicles. In accordance with the Department 
of Defence’s Stock Disposal Policy, these vehicles were made available on loan for the purpose 
of preserving and exhibiting them as museum pieces. 

Under the terms of the ‘Long Term Loan Agreement’, these vehicles are not to be made road 
worthy. If the ownership of the vehicles were to be transferred, the Department would have no 
control over their use.

In that context, this request cannot be acceded to. However, I can assure you that my Depart-
ment has no plans to seek the return of these vehicles.

Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRD04100132. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the cost of 
each seminar held on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 by his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39580/18]

02/10/2018WRD04200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There were no 
seminars held on Project Ireland 2040 by my Department.

02/10/2018WRD04300Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRD04400133. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount 
spent by his Department on third party public relations advice, communications advice, online 
advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and company engaged 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39636/18]

02/10/2018WRD04500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
has not incurred any expenditure on third party public relations advice or communications ad-
vice in 2018. 

The following table sets out expenditure in relation to public awareness campaigns to date 
in 2018.

Month Company Amount
February Spark Foundry €513.18
March North Wicklow Times Ltd. €959.40
March Spark Foundry €10,727.25
April North Wicklow Times Ltd. €479.70
June Spark Foundry €607.30
June The Heritage Council €630.00
June KFM €369.00
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July Spark Foundry €5,036.97
Total €19,322.80
This expenditure relates to the cost of newspaper, radio and website advertisements of warn-

ing notices in respect of military training/firing exercises, general warning notices pertaining 
to Rifle Ranges, notice of annual road closures and notice of inclosure of Curragh lands under 
sections 11 and 12 of the Curragh of Kildare Act 1961.

02/10/2018WRD04600Army Equitation School

02/10/2018WRD04700134. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if funding 
will be made available for the purchase of additional horses for the Defence Forces equitation 
school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39773/18]

02/10/2018WRD04800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The mission of 
the Army Equitation School is to promote the Irish horse through participation in international 
competition at the highest level.  The Equitation School has discharged this task with consider-
able distinction down through the years, and through its participation and numerous successes 
in equitation events at home and abroad, it has successfully promoted the qualities of the Irish 
horse. 

The Army Equitation School continues to source suitable Irish bred horses that meet the re-
quired standard as judged by the School’s Horse Purchase Board.  Horses are acquired through 
either purchase or lease agreement.

The School currently has a stock of 36 horses made up of show jumpers and eventers.  

While it is difficult to predict the number of future acquisitions, the Deputy should note 
that the Army Equitation School purchased 4 horses in 2017. To date in 2018, the School has 
acquired one horse with plans for further acquisitions before the end of the year.

02/10/2018WRD04900Defence Forces Reserve Strength

02/10/2018WRD05000135. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the esti-
mated full-year ##cost of increasing the number of personnel in the Reserve Defence Forces to 
4,500; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39777/18]

02/10/2018WRD05100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The White Paper 
on Defence sets out a developmental path for the Reserve Defence Forces (RDF). It provides 
for an overall establishment of the Army Reserve and Naval Service Reserve of 4,169 person-
nel, which will be achieved by increasing the Naval Service Reserve establishment from 200 to 
300 personnel. Currently, the establishment for the RDF is set at 4,069 personnel.

Providing for numbers beyond the current establishment would require consideration of 
the capability requirements underpinning such an increase and an assessment of the associated 
cost implications which, as with the PDF, would include personnel and equipment costs.  The 
Department does not retain such costings.

02/10/2018WRD05200Air Corps Recruitment
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02/10/2018WRD05300136. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a re-
cruitment drive for aircraft maintenance technicians for the Air Corps will occur before the end 
of 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39778/18]

02/10/2018WRD05400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Competitions for 
the Air Corp Apprentice Aircraft Technician are generally run on an annual basis and successful 
applicants complete a programme of military and technical training in Casement Aerodrome 
and with the Dublin Institute of Technology culminating in a Bachelor Engineering Technology 
Degree in Military Aviation Technology.

The 2018 competition, which ran from March until May, attracted some 930 applications 
and a total of 20 successful applicants were inducted into the Defence Forces on 24th Septem-
ber 2018.

While there are no plans to hold a further competition in 2018, it is anticipated that the De-
fence Forces will launch a similar campaign in 2019.

02/10/2018WRE00200Defence Forces Investigations

02/10/2018WRE00300137. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the length of time it 
took for an investigation to commence following the discovery in 2018 of a spyhole in a female 
shower area in the central supply area of the Naval Service; the reason for delays in commenc-
ing an investigation; and the outcome of the investigation. [39876/18]

02/10/2018WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Military Au-
thorities have informed me that an investigation was initiated on the afternoon of the 12th April 
2018 following the discovery, earlier that day, of a drilled hole in the door of a female changing 
area on the Naval Base. 

I have requested further information on the investigation and will revert to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

02/10/2018WRE00500Defence Forces Reserve

02/10/2018WRE00600138. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
reservist recruits that have been assigned to combat support and combat service support units 
within the Defence Forces, that is units other than infantry corps units in the past five years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39988/18]

02/10/2018WRE00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Military 
Authorities advise that, from July 2013 to date, 138 reservist recruits have been assigned to 
Combat Support (Army CS) functions and 9 have been assigned to Combat Service Support 
functions (Army CSS).

The post-2012 revised organisational structure co-locates Reserve Combat Support and 
Reserve Combat Service Support elements alongside their Permanent Defence Force (PDF) 
counterparts in PDF installations. This approach has ensured optimum access to equipment and 
expertise and facilitates appropriate training. Reserve Infantry Units are located both within 
PDF installations and also at sixteen other locations throughout the State. Intending members of 
the Reserve are welcome to apply and serve at the location best suited to their particular needs.
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 With the support of the Chief of Staff I remain committed to the ongoing development of 
the RDF within the framework set out in the White Paper in order to achieve a sustainable and 
fit for purpose Reserve Defence Force.

02/10/2018WRE00800Defence Forces Reserve

02/10/2018WRE00900139. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason 
members of the Defence Forces Reserve are not represented by an organisation (details sup-
plied) in keeping with the single force concept; and if changes to Defence Forces regulations 
and amendments to the Defence (Amendment) Act 2015 are being considered in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39989/18]

02/10/2018WRE01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Members of the 
Army Reserve and the Naval Service Reserve are not employed or engaged under a contract 
of employment.  A contract of employment stipulates the hours of work, hours of attendance 
or other related matters normally associated with the concept of gainful employment.  Further-
more, service with the Army Reserve and Naval Service Reserve is not pensionable under the 
Army Pension Schemes. Therefore, the issue of representation by the employee groups referred 
to by the Deputy does not arise for reservists.

However, under the terms of Defence Forces Regulations S7, there stands established an 
association known as the Reserve Defence Force Representative Association (RDFRA) for the 
purpose of representing members of the Army Reserve and the Naval Service Reserve in rela-
tion to matters such as remuneration, conditions of service and career development.

02/10/2018WRE01100Ministerial Meetings

02/10/2018WRE01200140. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans 
to meet formally with the US Secretary for Defence. [40078/18]

02/10/2018WRE01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I currently have 
no plans to meet with the US Secretary for Defence, Mr. James Mattis. 

A meeting has been proposed with the US Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Richard V. Spencer, 
to coincide with his visit to Ireland in November, for which arrangements are not yet finalised 
with my office.

02/10/2018WRE01400Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRE01500141. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the cost 
of his Department’s stand at the National Ploughing Championships 2018; the number of staff 
deployed from his Department for the week; and the cost of same.  [40350/18]

02/10/2018WRE01600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
did not have a stand at the National Ploughing Championships, 2018.  However, the Office of 
Emergency Planning (OEP) provide up to two staff on each day of this event to promote the 
Government’s annual “Be Winter Ready” Information Campaign, within the Department of Ag-
riculture, Food and the Marine’s stand. This space is provided at no cost to my Department.  The 
only costs, other than salary costs for the staff involved, are Civil Service travel and subsistence 
costs incurred by the individual staff members.  These costs have not been fully processed for 
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this year’s event.

02/10/2018WRE01700UN Security Council

02/10/2018WRE01800142. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of Ireland’s bid and attempts to seek a seat on the UN Security Council as and 
from 2021. [39563/18]

02/10/2018WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ire-
land’s candidature for election to the United Nations Security Council is a central foreign policy 
priority.  Our candidature, for election in the Western Europe and Others Group, was first an-
nounced in 2005.  We are one of three candidates for the two available seats in this group, at an 
election in June 2020.  The other two candidates are Canada and Norway.

Along with colleagues across Cabinet, I am taking every opportunity to raise our candida-
ture with representatives of Member States and to convince them of the value of Ireland taking 
our place and playing our part on the Security Council.

In making Ireland’s case, we are highlighting our principled commitment to the value of 
multilateralism and the importance of the issues being addressed by the global community in 
relation to peace and security.

Across Government and across Ireland’s diplomatic network, we are highlighting our con-
sistent approach at the UN over more than six decades of membership, including our support 
for and involvement in disarmament, human rights, sustainable development, humanitarian ac-
tion and peacekeeping.

If Ireland were elected to a non-permanent seat on the Security Council our fundamental 
approach across all agenda items would always be to advocate for and support decisions and 
policies based on the core values of our foreign policy-justice, equality, peace and security and 
sustainability. 

Ireland’s campaign was officially launched in July 2018 at an event at the UN Headquar-
ters in New York. Such launches are an expected part of campaigns for election to the Security 
Council.

Just last week, Ireland took the opportunity of the occasion of the United Nations General 
Assembly High Level Week to further promote our candidature in New York to the wide and di-
verse membership of the UN. During that high level week at the United Nations, An Taoiseach, 
Minister of State Cannon and I met with a large number of Heads of State and Government and 
Ministers and received a strong hearing on our campaign principles of Empathy, Partnership 
and Independence. 

Following the successful co facilitation of the Mandela Peace Summit Declaration by Ire-
land and South Africa, the Taoiseach addressed the Mandela Peace Summit. Ireland was hon-
oured to be asked to co facilitate the work on the declaration with South Africa.

Throughout the week, my colleagues and I attended a number of events on themes of disar-
mament; women, peace and security; and climate justice. I reiterated the firm support of Ireland 
for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNWRA) and our 
increased financial support for that vital agency. I deposited Ireland’s instrument of ratification 
of the Amendments to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court on the Crime of 
Aggression, agreed in Kampala, with the UN Secretary General. I reconfirmed our commit-
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ment to achieving the UN target of providing 0.7 per cent of Gross National Income for Official 
Development Assistance by 2030. I committed Ireland to increasing our overall investment in 
education to a minimum of €250 million over the next five years.

Through all of these interactions, and the extensive range of meetings which will take place 
over the coming 20 months, UN Member States will be very aware that Ireland will continue 
our strong efforts for election to the Security Council with the 192 other UN Member States.

02/10/2018WRE02000Overseas Development Aid

02/10/2018WRE02100143. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if Ireland’s overseas development aid was discussed when he visited the UN. [39565/18]

02/10/2018WRE02200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): In June 2018 the Taoiseach launched Global Ireland, a plan to double Ireland’s global 
impact by 2025. Amongst other things, it committed the Government to publishing a White 
Paper on Ireland’s International Development Cooperation and to delivering 0.7% of GNI to 
Overseas Development Assistance by 2030.

At the United Nations General Assembly last week the Tánaiste reaffirmed this commit-
ment.  At a side event, the Tánaiste pledged that as part of this scaling up Ireland would increase 
its contribution to education by €75 million (44%) over the next five years. 

While at the United Nations last week, the Tánaiste and I had tens of meetings daily, with 
senior UN officials, with representatives of Irish Aid recipient countries, and with other key 
influencers, as well as actively participating in policy debates on a wide range of issues perti-
nent to Ireland’s development cooperation.  In addition, a considerable number of official level 
meetings also took place on development cooperation themes.

Among the important and diverse issues raised in the New York meetings were the situation 
in Palestine and Syria; addressing communicable diseases such as TB; women, peace and secu-
rity; education in conflict; and climate and sustainable development.  Ireland’s role as the chair 
of the OCHA donor support group provided a context for some of these discussions.

A central theme in meetings was the importance Ireland attaches to a well-functioning mul-
tilateral system and for the rules-based system.  

The new international development policy, to be published before the end of this year, will 
inform how Ireland’s official aid programme will continue to support multilateralism in the 
years ahead, particularly in the context of implementing the Sustainable Development Goals.  
There was keen interest among partners in New York in the public consultation process on the 
new policy, not least as many UN agencies contributed to the written consultation.

02/10/2018WRE02300Visa Applications

02/10/2018WRE02400144. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if a Filipino national married to an Irish citizen resident here on a stamp 4 needs a Schengen 
visa to travel to Italy on holiday; if so, the application process for same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39697/18]

02/10/2018WRE02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department is unable to advise in relation to entry requirements for travel to other countries 
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as such requirements are a matter for the immigration authorities of the individual country and 
subject to change at short notice.

Our general advice is to consult the Italian Embassy in Ireland or the Italian Immigration 
authorities who will be able to provide advice on this matter.

02/10/2018WRE02600Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRE02700145. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the communications, press and public relations budget allocated to his Department for 2018; the 
way in which it is being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39373/18]

02/10/2018WRE02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Communications Unit of my Department provides support to me in my capacity as Tánaiste and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and to my Minister of State colleagues at the Department 
and at wider Government and State levels on all issues affecting Irish interests that have an in-
ternational communications/ public diplomacy dimension.  It is also tasked with strengthening 
the abilities of my Department and Ireland’s network of over 80 diplomatic missions abroad to 
deliver our communication and public diplomacy goals on behalf of Ireland. This incorporates 
communication with Irish citizens on the role, services and activities of the Department and 
diplomatic missions, as well as enhancing public awareness and understanding of Ireland’s aid 
programme, Irish Aid, and of global development issues.

Key priorities for my Department’s Communications Unit in this regard include:
  Updating and maintenance of almost 90 Departmental websites, including those relating to Brexit, the Global Irish Hub, the Africa Ireland Economic Forum and Irish
  Aid and of Ireland’s diplomatic missions abroad; 
  Design and production of publications and other forms of content for web and social media outreach by the Department and our diplomatic missions abroad; 
  Public outreach initiatives / events, including Africa Day and participation by my Department in the National Ploughing Championships; and
  Support to Irish and international media in the context of high-level inward visits to Ireland, including that by Pope Francis in August.

  In this connection, the overall budget for press relations, web and digital and public out-
reach activities as allocated to the Communications Unit of my Department in 2018 is €1.145 
million.  To date 66.3% of the above-mentioned overall budget amount has been spent, with 
payment commitments of a further 6.1% currently pending. I am therefore satisfied that the 
budget is ‘on profile’, with 27.6% remaining for the last quarter of 2018.

02/10/2018WRE02900EU Sanctions

02/10/2018WRE03000146. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will impress on the European Commission the importance of the immediate 
suspension of diamond exports from Israel and Zimbabwe until such time as those responsible 
for the killing of over 160 civilians in Gaza and seven civilians in Harare are brought to justice; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39381/18]

02/10/2018WRE03100147. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will call on the jewellery industry here to reject diamonds from Israel and 
Zimbabwe and the use of the bogus system of warranties promoted by an organisation (details 
supplied) which claims diamonds that are Kimberly process certified are conflict free in view 
of the fact they fund violence by government forces; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39382/18]

02/10/2018WRE03200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I propose to take Questions Nos. 146 and 147 together. 

Illegal trading in minerals and other natural resources has fuelled conflict for years in certain 
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countries in Africa. 

Support for the implementation of the EU Regulation on importers of tin, tantalum and 
tungsten, their ores, and gold originating from conflict-affected and high-risk areas is identi-
fied as a specific action in Ireland’s National Plan on Business and Human Rights, which was 
launched in November 2017. 

Ireland has also strongly supported efforts in the EU and the OECD to promote the account-
ability, transparency and effective management of natural resources.  In particular, Ireland sup-
ports the previously mentioned EU regulation on conflict minerals.  This area is led on by the 
Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in coordination with the Department of Com-
munications, Energy and Natural Resources. 

The suggestion of sanctions on Israel has been made many times by the Deputy and oth-
ers, and discussed here in the House. Restrictions on trade would have to be imposed at EU or 
UN level.  The Government does not support the imposition of sanctions on Israel, and such a 
proposal would have no possibility of reaching agreement at EU level. I have no proposals for 
a different approach in relation to diamonds.

Similar to Israel, restrictions on trade with Zimbabwe would have to be imposed at EU or 
UN level. Notwithstanding the violence that took place there on 1 August 2018, in which civil-
ians died in clashes between protestors and the military, there is no proposal to restrict trade 
with Zimbabwe. Ireland supported the EU statement issued following the election, condemning 
the violence, and welcoming President Mnangawa’s announcement of a commission of inquiry 
into those events. 

Openness and transparency, and a commitment to justice and equality, are essential to build-
ing trust within any divided community. My Department continues to monitor developments 
closely through the Embassy in Pretoria, who visit and engage regularly with officials in Zim-
babwe, and through our engagement with the EU.

02/10/2018WRE03400UN Security Council

02/10/2018WRE03500148. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if Ireland is supporting the UN Security Council’s decision to refer Myanmar to the 
International Criminal Court in relation to prosecutions for war crimes in Rakhine and other 
Burmese states. [39467/18]

02/10/2018WRE03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
is not currently a member of the UN Security Council, and is therefore not in a position to for-
mally offer support on the question of referring Myanmar to the International Criminal Court.  
I note that while the UN Security Council has discussed the situation, and has visited Myanmar 
in May of this year, no resolution to refer Myanmar to the International Criminal Court has been 
tabled.

As the Deputy will no doubt agree, the findings of the Independent International Fact-Find-
ing Mission on Myanmar (IIFFM) make for harrowing reading.  The report corroborates many 
of the eyewitness accounts which have emerged from Myanmar in recent times.  It provides 
credible findings that human rights violations amounting to crimes against humanity and war 
crimes have been committed by members of the Burmese Military (Tatmadaw) and other secu-
rity forces in Rakhine, Kachin and Shan States.  These crimes include the widespread killing of 
civilians; rape and sexual violence; torture and enforced disappearances.
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The IIFFM’s report also finds that there is sufficient evidence of the crimes committed in 
Rakhine State being so grave that they warrant a competent court to determine the liability for 
the crime of genocide of those in the Tatmadaw chain of command. 

Having considered this evidence, Ireland would support the referral by the Security Council 
of the situation in Myanmar to the ICC.  The Security Council is the only competent body that 
can take this step.

However, given the political and legal difficulties that surround such a referral, our focus 
in ensuring accountability and investigation of the allegations is necessarily elsewhere.  We 
are working closely with international partners in other fora including the UN Human Rights 
Council and the EU to ensure that measures are put in place to allow the investigation of  human 
rights violations and that those who have perpetrated these crimes are held to account. 

In particular, at the current session of the Human Rights Council, Ireland has worked closely 
with the EU and other international partners in support of a resolution which was adopted on 
27 September to establish an effective accountability mechanism to hold responsible those who 
have committed human rights violations in relation to the Rohingya people.

02/10/2018WRE03700Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRE03800149. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the cost of each seminar held on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 by 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39584/18]

02/10/2018WRE03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can 
confirm to the Deputy that my Department has not held any seminar to date on Project Ireland 
2040 and, given the nature of the Department’s funding under this Programme, is unlikely to 
organise any seminars in the future.

02/10/2018WRE04000Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRE04100150. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the amount spent by his Department on third party public relations advice, communica-
tions advice, online advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and 
company engaged in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39640/18]

02/10/2018WRE04200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department has not incurred expenditure on third party public relations or communications 
advice in 2018.

My Department engages in online advertising and public awareness campaigns where there 
is important information that needs to be brought to the attention of citizens. In 2018 these have 
taken place to raise awareness of the Online Passport Renewals Service, a ‘Citizens Dialogue 
on the Future of Europe’ initiative and Ireland’s bid for membership of the UN Security Coun-
cil in 2021-22. A recently-announced public information campaign to promote awareness of 
Government-wide supports and resources that are available to assist with Brexit preparedness 
is also being coordinated by my Department. Details of each of these campaigns are as follows:

Online Passport Renewals Service 

My Department makes every effort to promote good practices by Irish citizens who may 
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be planning to travel abroad. So far in 2018 we have concentrated on highlighting the Online 
Passport Renewal Service as a fast and secure way for adults to renew their passports. Specific 
activities have included advertisements in local publications throughout the country and on 
social media platforms, press releases and attendance at relevant promotional events, as well 
as participation by the Director of the Passport Service in over 25 interviews on regional radio 
stations. The direct costs of advertising to raise public awareness in this regard are set out in 
Table 1 below.

Citizens Dialogue on the Future of Europe 

Against the background of debate which is underway at EU level and beyond about how 
best to address the challenges of a rapidly changing the world, and in cooperation with Euro-
pean Movement Ireland, my Department hosted a series of ‘Citizens Dialogue on the Future 
of Europe’ events throughout spring 2018. These events took place in Galway, Cork, Donegal, 
Kildare, Meath and Dublin and enabled citizens to share ideas and priorities on the future of 
Europe and on such themes as the economy, security, social responsibility and globalisation.

To raise awareness of these opportunities for the citizens to engage and attend these events, 
my Department undertook a communications campaign that included advertisements in local 
papers and on local radio in each of the locations concerned. The direct costs of this advertising 
are set out in Table 1 below.

Ireland’s Campaign for Election to the UN Security Council 

On July 2nd 2018, the Taoiseach and I publicly launched Ireland’s campaign to secure a 
non-permanent seat on the UN Security Council in June 2020 for the 2021-2022 term. Ireland’s 
campaign is premised on three themes: Empathy, Partnership and Independence.  To coincide 
with this launch, my Department used social media platforms to promote public awareness of 
Ireland’s campaign online and the direct costs incurred in this regard are set out in the table.

The Government Brexit Update and ‘Getting Ireland Brexit Ready’

The Government Brexit Update email service and the Getting Ireland Brexit Ready public 
information campaign forms part of the Government’s overall strategy to keep the Irish public 
fully informed and up-to date on the implications and challenges of Brexit. 

The Update is issuing on a regular basis via a commercial provider (MailChimp) and pro-
vides information on latest developments in the ongoing Brexit negotiations, on the latest avail-
able research publications and on engagement at Government level. It also highlights the range 
of business supports that are available through the various Government Departments and State 
agencies. 

My Department is also coordinating a Government-wide ‘Getting Ireland Brexit Ready 
Campaign’ which I and Ministers Humphreys and Creed launched together on 20 September.  
This campaign will update citizens, communities and businesses about Brexit preparedness and 
support measures that are available as well as public workshop events which are to be held over 
successive weeks throughout October. A programme of awareness raising via web and social 
media platforms and radio and print media advertising has begun but remains at an early stage 
and associated costs have yet to be incurred.  

Table: Online Advertising and Public Awareness Campaigns Expenditure 2018

[Note: In the time available it has not proved possible to break down these amounts on a 
monthly basis.]
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Campaign / Theme Supplier Cost
Online Passport 
Renewals(March 2018-June 
2018)

Mediavest €40,538.65

Citizens’ Dialogue on the 
Future of Europe -(Feb - 
May 2018)

Topic Media, Celtic, Media, 
Highland Radio, Connacht 
Tribune, River Media, Irish 
Examiner, LMFM Radio & 
Galway Advertiser

€6,473

UN Security Council Cam-
paignJuly 2018

Twitter and Facebook €461

Government Brexit Update 
(Jan 2018 – to date)

Twitter and MailChimp €1,211.00

Getting Ireland Brexit Ready 
(20 Sept 2018 – to date)

PhD Media / TBWA Invoices awaited

02/10/2018WRE04300Consular Services Provision

02/10/2018WRE04400151. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to open a new consulate general office in Faro, Portugal; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39668/18]

02/10/2018WRE04500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bilat-
eral relations with Portugal are managed by our Embassy in Lisbon. Ireland enjoys a strong and 
positive relationship with Portugal.

With the launch of ‘Global Ireland: Ireland’s Global Footprint to 2025’, the Government is 
committed to doubling the scope and impact of Ireland’s global footprint in the period ahead, 
while also continuously reviewing the scale of Ireland’s overseas network.

In considering expanding our diplomatic representation overseas, a range of factors is taken 
into account including our national political, economic and trade priorities, as well as the avail-
ability of resources.

There are currently no plans to open a Consulate General in Faro.

02/10/2018WRE04600EU Issues

02/10/2018WRE04700152. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if Ireland approved the process by which the new secretary general of the European 
Commission was appointed; the reason there was not an open competition for this position; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39734/18]

02/10/2018WRE04800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
appointment of officials of the Commission is solely a matter for the Commission itself and 
Member States have no role in this process.

02/10/2018WRE04900Diplomatic Representation

02/10/2018WRE05000153. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
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and Trade when each of the new Irish Embassies and Consulate offices announced over the past 
12 months will be opened.  [39743/18]

02/10/2018WRE05100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the 
context of “Global Ireland” the Department is currently managing the opening of 13 new Irish 
Embassies and Consulates General.  A project team has been appointed to manage the expan-
sion and extensive planning is underway to ensure the initiative makes the most efficient use of 
the Department’s human and financial resources.

The first phase of the expansion was approved by Government in November 2017 and in-
cludes the opening of the new Irish Embassy in Wellington, which opened in August 2018; the 
opening of the Consulate General in Vancouver, which will officially open at the end of October 
2018; the opening of Embassies in Bogotá, Santiago de Chile, and Amman in Q1 2019 and the 
opening of a Consulate General in Mumbai in Q1 2019.  The Department is also in the process 
of upgrading the Irish Mission in Monrovia to a full Embassy in 2018.

The Global Ireland document sets out a series of commitments, building on these initial in-
vestments.  Beginning in 2019 we will open new Consulates General in Frankfurt, Los Angeles, 
and Cardiff, and Embassies in Ukraine, Morocco, and the Philippines within a tight timeframe 
thereafter. 

02/10/2018WRE05200Ministerial Meetings

02/10/2018WRE05300154. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to have a bilateral meeting with his Greek counterpart; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39746/18]

02/10/2018WRE05400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): For-
eign Ministers of all EU Member States meet on a regular basis at the Foreign Affairs Council 
in Brussels.  These meetings provide me with an invaluable opportunity to engage with all of 
my counterparts, including Minister Kotzias, and to discuss a broad range of issues.  At present, 
no specific bilateral meetings are planned with my Greek counterpart.

This year, there has been a significant level of bilateral engagement between Ireland and 
Greece in terms of high-level visits, beginning with the State Visit in February, when Presi-
dent Higgins and Sabina Higgins travelled to Greece and met with the Greek President, Prime 
Minister and Deputy Prime Minister, among others.  The Taoiseach met Prime Minister Tsip-
ras during the summer in Greece, and we have also welcomed two current Greek Ministers 
to Dublin – Mr. George Katrougalos, Greek Alternate Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Mr. 
Terens-Nikolaos Quick, Deputy Foreign Minister - both of whom attended a number of en-
gagements and meetings, including with Minister McEntee and Minister Cannon respectively.  
Then-Minister for the Arts, Ms. Lydia Koniordou, also visited Ireland for the Kilkenny Arts 
Festival in mid-August.

The Embassy of Ireland in Athens also continues to work hard on a daily basis to strengthen 
our already strong bilateral relations and engage with the Greek administration on a wide vari-
ety of issues.

02/10/2018WRF00200Brexit Issues
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02/10/2018WRF00300155. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the way in which Irish citizens in Northern Ireland by virtue of their British citizenship 
will continue to enjoy, exercise and have access to rights, opportunities and benefits that come 
with citizenship of the United Kingdom after Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39873/18]

02/10/2018WRF00400159. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the way in which Irish citizens in Northern Ireland by virtue of their European Union 
citizenship will continue to enjoy, exercise and have access to rights, opportunities and benefits 
that come with citizenship of the European Union after Brexit; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40036/18]

02/10/2018WRF00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 155 and 159 together.

The Government is acutely conscious of the potential impact on Northern Ireland of the UK 
decision to leave the European Union.  

The means by which these obligations can be upheld by the UK requires further discussion 
between the EU and the UK.  As in all other areas of the EU-UK negotiations, the operation of 
EU law will need to be respected. 

The Government is determined to ensure that the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts, 
and the gains and benefits of the Peace Process, are protected for people on the island of Ireland, 
North and South.

In this regard, the Government appreciates the solidarity and support which has been shown 
by all of our EU partners in respect of Ireland’s unique issues and concerns.

On 8 December last, a Joint Report between the EU and UK negotiators was agreed, and 
this included important commitments in respect of the avoidance of a hard border on the island 
and protecting the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts, including in respect of North/South 
cooperation and the provisions on citizenship and fundamental rights.  

In paragraph 52 of the Joint Report, the European Commission and the UK acknowledged 
that the Good Friday Agreement recognises the birthright of all the people of Northern Ireland 
to choose to be Irish or British or both and be accepted as such.  The Joint Report also confirms 
that the people of Northern Ireland who are Irish citizens will continue to enjoy rights as EU cit-
izens, including where they reside in Northern Ireland.  Both parties agreed that the Withdrawal 
Agreement should respect and be without prejudice to the rights, opportunities, and identity that 
come with European Union citizenship for such people, and that the next phase of negotiations 
would examine arrangements required to give effect to the ongoing exercise of, and access to, 
their EU rights, opportunities and benefits. 

This position is recognised in the draft Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland that is part of 
the draft Withdrawal Agreement. 

Discussions on the rights of individuals also remain ongoing as part of the Phase 2 negotia-
tions on issues related to Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Further engagement is needed on which EU rights, opportunities or benefits can be exer-
cised by the people of Northern Ireland who are Irish and therefore EU citizens, when they are 
resident in Northern Ireland, which will be outside the territory of the European Union after the 
UK departure.
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As the UK leaves the European Union, there is an onus on its Government to ensure that it 
provides as necessary for the recognition in the Joint Report that the people of Northern Ireland 
who choose to identify as Irish, and therefore as citizens of the EU, can continue to enjoy the 
rights, opportunities and benefits of EU citizenship, including where they reside in Northern 
Ireland. 

At the same time, there is an obligation on the UK Government under the Good Friday 
Agreement to uphold the birthright of all the people of Northern Ireland to identify themselves 
and be accepted as Irish or British, or both, as they may so choose. 

The Government will continue to engage intensively to ensure the protection of the Good 
Friday Agreement in all its parts and to secure the gains of the Peace Process.

02/10/2018WRF00600Citizenship Status

02/10/2018WRF00700156. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of a foreign birth registration application by a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39974/18]

02/10/2018WRF00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Based 
on the documentary evidence supplied in support of the application in question, it is not neces-
sary for the applicant to have their birth entered on the Foreign Births Register as they were 
born abroad to an Irish-born parent.   

The applicant in question is automatically an Irish citizen and is eligible to apply for an 
Irish passport.  This has also been communicated directly to the applicant and a refund for the 
application for Foreign Birth Registration has issued. 

02/10/2018WRF00900Citizenship Status

02/10/2018WRF01000157. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of a foreign birth registration application by a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39975/18]

02/10/2018WRF01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Based 
on the documentary evidence supplied in support of the application in question, it is not neces-
sary for the applicant to have their birth entered on the Foreign Births Register as they were 
born abroad to an Irish-born parent.   

The applicant in question is automatically an Irish citizen and is eligible to apply for an 
Irish passport.  This has also been communicated directly to the applicant and a refund for the 
application for Foreign Birth Registration has issued.

02/10/2018WRF01200Brexit Issues

02/10/2018WRF01300158. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the Chequers agreement following the informal EU Council meeting in Salzburg. 
[39542/18]

02/10/2018WRF01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
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UK Government White Paper of 12 July, following the UK cabinet discussions at Chequers, 
on the future relationship between the United Kingdom and the European Union remains the 
stated position of the UK Government on the framework which is to be agreed alongside the 
legal text of the Withdrawal Agreement.  The EU’s negotiating approach remains as set out in 
the European Council Guidelines of April 2017 and March 2018.

The Government has been consistently clear that Ireland wants the closest possible relation-
ship between the EU and the UK, including on trade, in order to minimise the impact on our 
trade and economy.  At the same time, it is vital to our economic interests that the EU’s Single 
Market and Customs Union are fully protected.    

The Government acknowledged in June that the Chequers/White Paper proposals repre-
sented a useful contribution, but that much detailed analysis and discussion was required.

As reported by the EU Chief Negotiator, Michel Barnier, at the General Affairs Council 
(Article 50) on 18 September, in early discussions there has been a convergence of views in 
some areas, notably on future EU-UK cooperation on foreign policy and security, both internal 
and external.  However, it is also clear that there are very substantial differences, in particular 
relating to the proposed future economic partnership.  The President of the European Council, 
Donald Tusk, stated in Salzburg last week that the proposals on the future economic partnership 
will not work, not least because they risk undermining the Single Market.

It is now for the two sets of negotiators to take forward their work on the framework for the 
future relationship taking account of their respective positions.  At the same time, it remains 
essential, as underlined at Salzburg, that the Withdrawal Agreement, including the Protocol on 
Ireland and Northern Ireland, is also concluded as soon as possible.

Question No. 159 answered with Question No. 155.

02/10/2018WRF01600Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRF01700160. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade the cost of his Department’s stand at the National Ploughing Championship 2018; the 
number of staff deployed from his Department for the week; and the cost of same. [40354/18]

02/10/2018WRF01800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department participated in the National Ploughing Championships 2018 in order to increase 
public understanding of the ways in which the Department and Ireland’s diplomatic missions 
abroad engage with our international partners and wider audiences so as to advance the interests 
of Ireland and Irish citizens by supporting overseas trade, assisting Irish companies and State 
agencies and building Ireland’s global presence through the Government’s Global Ireland ini-
tiative, as well through highlighting Irish culture and promoting awareness of Ireland overseas.

Our involvement in the Championships also afforded an opportunity to deepen public un-
derstanding of the Department’s role in such areas as Online Passport Renewals, Ireland’s 
membership of the European Union and ongoing Brexit preparedness work and also in relation 
to Ireland’s campaign for election to the UN Security Council.   

My Department’s stand attracted an estimated 12,000 visitors over the course of the four 
days of the 2018 Championships and we assess that this number would have been significantly 
higher had the organisers of the Championships not found it necessary to cancel the scheduled 
second day of the event due to adverse weather conditions.
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The total cost of my Department’s stand was €47,421.  This amount included such items 
as plot rental, design and construction of the stand and necessary health and safety facilities 
for visitors.  Certain elements of this amount were incurred due to the additional fourth day on 
which the 2018 Championships took place. 

My Department was represented at the Championships by 36 members of staff serving in 
rotation over the 4 days in question, with the bulk of these doing so in a volunteer capacity from 
their regular duties.  Costs involved, including for local accommodation and transport require-
ments, amounted to €19,252.20.  Certain elements of this expenditure likewise arose due to the 
additional fourth day on which the 2018 Championships took place.

02/10/2018WRF01900Tax Exemptions

02/10/2018WRF02000161. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance the reason the Revenue 
Commissioners does not inform married couples or couples in a civil partnership on reaching 
65 years of age of their possible entitlement to a tax exemption limit of €36,000 as a matter of 
course; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39419/18]

02/10/2018WRF02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 188 of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 provides an exemption from Income Tax for persons aged 65 years and over where 
their income does not exceed €18,000 or €36,000 in the case of married couples or couples in 
a civil partnership.  These exemption thresholds can be increased where there are dependent 
children and marginal relief is also available on incomes up to twice the threshold amount. 

Revenue has confirmed that it always aims to make it as easy as possible for taxpayers to 
avail of their entitlements and in certain circumstances grants reliefs automatically.  For ex-
ample, the age-related tax credit is granted automatically in cases where Revenue has a date of 
birth on record for relevant individuals.  However, it is not possible to automatically grant the 
age-related tax exemption as it is contingent on the level of income arising in a particular year.  

Revenue has also advised me that it publishes detailed information on its website at link 
https://www.revenue.ie/en/life-events-and-personal-circumstances/older-persons/tax-credits-
for-older-persons.aspx in relation to various reliefs that are available to taxpayers, including the 
age tax credit and the age related tax exemption.

I am aware that Revenue is currently carrying out a general review of the administrative 
processes that operate in respect of the various reliefs, including the age-related exemption and 
associated marginal relief to identify any further enhancements that would assist taxpayers to 
better understand and claim their entitlements.

02/10/2018WRF02200Tax Credits

02/10/2018WRF02300162. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Finance when the earned income tax 
credit will be increased from its 2018 level of €1,150 to €1,650 as promised in the Programme 
for a Partnership Government. [39932/18]

02/10/2018WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Programme for a Partnership Gov-
ernment contains a commitment to increase the Earned Income Credit to €1,650. 

The Budget 2018 increase of €200 was a significant further step in that direction. 

The extent to which it may be possible to make further progress in this regard will depend 
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on the overall resources available to me in the context of Budget 2019.  As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, with one week to go to the Budget, I cannot give any specific indications of my inten-
tions at this time.

02/10/2018WRF02500Tax Code

02/10/2018WRF02600163. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance if steps will be taken on terms 
of taxation changes in order to ensure farmers will not be penalised when they commit to re-
storing the stock values over the next number of years (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39994/18]

02/10/2018WRF02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Decisions on the taxation matter re-
ferred to by the Deputy are made in the context of the annual Budget and Finance Bill process 
and, with a week to go before Budget day, I cannot give any indications of my plans.

02/10/2018WRF02800Tax Code

02/10/2018WRF02900164. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reduce or equalise 
life assurance exit tax from its current rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40100/18]

02/10/2018WRF03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that the Deputy is referring to 
exit tax as applied to Life Assurance products.  In general, consideration of any changes to the 
tax system are undertaken within the annual Budgetary and Finance Bill process.  As is normal, 
the Deputy will appreciate that I cannot comment on any possible changes in advance of the 
2019 Budget.

02/10/2018WRF03100Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRF03200165. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the communications, press and 
public relations budget allocated to his Department for 2018; the way in which it is being spent; 
if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39372/18]

02/10/2018WRF03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My department budgets in line with 
the subheadings outlined in the Revised Estimates Volume for Public Expenditure 2018 (REV).  
The budget for communications, press and public relations is included in admin non-pay costs 
specifically subhead iii. training, development, and miscellaneous costs, or depending on the 
nature of the expenditure it potentially could be accounted for as part of our overall consultancy 
budget, however the vast amount of our consultancy budget is to provide for the Department’s 
requirement for legal or professional services and to cover any legal costs which arise. 

A breakdown of my department’s spending in the categories queried is available in the table 
below:

Company Description Value
Fiona Kearns Graphic De-
sign

Graphic Design for IFS2020 
Action Plan for 2018 

€1,240.00
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Fluid Branding Promotional material for 
public awareness building of 
SME online tool 

€3,860.90

Public Appointment Service 
(PAS)

Advertising costs Irish 
Times for Competition ref: 
appointments to Board of 
NAMA

€1,706.70 

Total €6,807.60
An additional €402,579 was paid to Languages Communication Ltd in respect of the Switch 

Your Bank campaign.  As this campaign is funded in its entirety by AIB and Permanent TSB, 
there was no net cost to my department.

Separately a further €182,954.46 has been spent resourcing our Press Office to date in 2018, 
of which the majority relates to salaries.

02/10/2018WRF03400Customs and Excise Controls

02/10/2018WRF03500166. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the proportion of goods 
entering here from outside the EU that are physically checked on entry that is red; the propor-
tion of goods that are electronically checked and recorded that are orange; and the proportion of 
goods permitted entry that are green; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39412/18]

02/10/2018WRF03600168. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of custom of-
ficials that are operational; the number that will be operational on 29 March 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39414/18]

02/10/2018WRF03700169. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the information technol-
ogy system used by customs officials to track goods imported from outside the EU has the ca-
pacity to deal with goods imported from Northern Ireland and Britain; the investment required 
to increase its capability if required; if this will be in place on 29 March 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39415/18]

02/10/2018WRF03800173. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 60 of 19 September 2018, if his attention has been drawn to research being carried 
out by officials in Northern Ireland with regard to imports that arrive into Dublin Port and are 
subsequently transferred to Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39539/18]

02/10/2018WRF03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 166, 
168, 169 and 173 together.

I am advised by Revenue that as it operates as a fully integrated tax and customs admin-
istration, it is not possible to disaggregate resources deployed exclusively at any given time 
on customs work.  Revenue currently has over 2,000 operational staff engaged on activities 
that are dedicated to targeting and confronting non-compliance including activities related to 
anti-smuggling and anti-evasion, investigation and prosecution, audit, assurance checks, anti-
avoidance, returns compliance and debt collection and recovery.

Revenue expect that they will require an additional 600 staff because of Brexit, based on a 
scenario of a transition period after March 2019 and a future trade agreement between the EU 
and UK.  A recruitment campaign has commenced with a view to having an additional 200 of-
ficers trained and in place before 29 March 2019.  
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I am advised by Revenue that in relation to the operation of customs procedures for the 
movement of goods, a key objective for them is to facilitate legitimate trade to move as speed-
ily and efficiently as possible.  In that context and having regard to the provisions of the Union 
Customs Code, Revenue encourages businesses to avail fully of relevant simplifications and 
procedures available under the Code.  The Code, which came into operation from 1 May 2016, 
aims to, inter alia, allows traders to clear customs procedures more simply and quickly, getting 
goods to consumers faster and more cheaply. 

The level of import checks reflects the use of electronic risk analysis for declarations lodged 
in advance of the arrival of goods and is supported by post-clearance checks, including customs 
audits, which are carried out at traders’ premises.

I am advised by Revenue that in 2017, 92% of import declarations received a Green rout-
ing and immediate release from Customs.  6% of import declarations were routed Orange and 
subjected to documentary checks while 2% received a Red routing and required to be physically 
examined.  Revenue advise me that there are a number of different IT systems used by Customs 
officials to deliver on Revenue’s objective to facilitate legitimate trade to move as speedily and 
efficiently as possible and to monitor and control, on a risk focused basis, goods imported from 
outside the EU.  The capacity of these systems has been significantly increased in order to deal 
with the expected growth in the number of transactions post Brexit.  Performance testing of the 
systems is ongoing and will be completed in advance of 29  March 2019.  The total investment 
to date is €1.32m which covers the cost of additional servers and the required development, 
tuning and testing of existing functionality.

The research referenced about imports to Northern Ireland via Dublin port is based on a sur-
vey conducted by the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency.  I am advised by Rev-
enue that it is likely that the clear majority of goods arriving into Dublin Port and subsequently 
transferred to Northern Ireland are from another EU Member State.  As a result, the level of 
information collected through trader returns, and therefore the data available for analysis, is 
limited.  In respect of third country trade detailed returns (“SADS”) are required and for intra-
EU trade a customs declaration is not required.  Revenue does collect information in relation 
to intra-EU trade via the VAT Information Exchange System (VIES) but this does not record 
detailed information of the consignment or final recipient that would be required to conduct 
comparable analysis for ports in the Republic.

02/10/2018WRF04000Imports Data

02/10/2018WRF04100167. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the value and volume of 
goods entering here each year from Northern Ireland and Britain, respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39413/18]

02/10/2018WRF04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Northern Ireland and Great Britain are 
important trading partners for Ireland.  Data published by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) 
show that in 2017 Ireland imported €1.37 billion worth of goods from Northern Ireland and 
€17.5 billion worth of goods from Great Britain, amounting to 1.7 per cent and 22.1 per cent, 
respectively, of total goods imports. In volume terms, data provided by the CSO show that 
Ireland imported 3.5 million tonnes of goods from Northern Ireland and 13.2 million tonnes of 
goods from Great Britain in 2017. 

The table below sets out the value and volume of imports annually between 2013 and 2017 
from Northern Ireland and Great Britain to Ireland.  It also includes the latest figures for the 
value and volume of imports between January and July 2018.
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The CSO publishes a volume index of total goods imports (and exports) but does not pub-
lish such data disaggregated by geographical location.  

Table 1: Annual Goods Imports by location

Dates/Year Tonnes   Goods Imports Value   Goods Imports €000
Northern Ireland Great Britain Northern Ireland Great Britain

Jan-Jul 2018 1,931,087 8,064,050 804,183 10,157,382
2017 3,492,583 13,216,698 1,372,781 17,482,244
2016 3,012,975 12,274,492 1,075,428 15,796,958
2015 2,848,484 13,593,893 1,091,343 16,903,005
2014 2,783,982 13,080,135 1,103,863 16,460,577
2013 2,689,432 13,067,739 1,016,436 15,869,802
Source: CSO Merchandise Trade

Questions Nos. 168 and 169 answered with Question No. 166.

02/10/2018WRF04500Banking Sector

02/10/2018WRF04600170. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason some mortgage 
holders have been written to by their banks demanding photo identification; if there have been 
recent legal or regulatory changes that provoked these letters; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39457/18]

02/10/2018WRF04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The customer due diligence require-
ments are set out in the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010 
(as amended by the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing Act 2013).  
Section 33 of the 2010 Act requires designated persons (such as banks) to take steps to identify 
and verify a customer’s identity prior to establishing a business relationship with the customer 
or when carrying out an occasional transaction with, for, or on behalf of the customer or assist-
ing the customer to carry out an occasional transaction. 

Furthermore, where a designated person has reasonable grounds to doubt the veracity or 
adequacy of documentation on file for an existing customer it must obtain up-to-date Customer 
Due Diligence documentation, otherwise known as CDD, identifying and verifying the cus-
tomer prior to carrying out any further services for the customer.

I have been informed by the Central Bank of Ireland that in meeting their obligations under 
the Act, banks as designated persons are required to adopt a risk based approach as to how they 
conduct their business and who they conduct it with.   

Further the Central Bank has informed my officials that it does not prescribe how designated 
persons should comply with these obligations.  Accordingly, it is a matter for the designated 
person to determine when it will contact its customers for up-to-date CDD documentation in 
accordance with its own policies and procedures.

02/10/2018WRF04800Tax Code

02/10/2018WRF04900171. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if equalisation of exit tax 
with deposit interest retention tax, DIRT, will be introduced in Budget 2019, further to cor-
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respondence from a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39478/18]

02/10/2018WRF05000179. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered proposing an 
equalisation of exit tax with DIRT in the finance Bill 2018; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39667/18]

02/10/2018WRF05100183. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reduce life assur-
ance exit tax in budget 2019 further to reductions in DIRT in previous budgets; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [39985/18]

02/10/2018WRF05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 171, 
179 and 183 together.

I assume that the Deputy is referring to exit tax as applied to Life Assurance products.  In 
general, consideration of any changes to the tax system are undertaken within the annual Bud-
getary and Finance Bill process.  As is normal, the Deputy will appreciate that I cannot com-
ment on any possible changes in advance of the 2019 Budget. 

02/10/2018WRF05300Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Data

02/10/2018WRF05400172. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion Nos. 182 and 183 of 7 September 2018, the SMEs that received loan funding by firm size 
of fewer than 10 employees; 11 to 49 employees; and 50 to 249 employees, respectively, in 
tabular form.  [39537/18]

02/10/2018WRF05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland commenced its activities in March 2015.  SBCI has forwarded updated figures to my 
Department that show, to the end of March 2018, it has supported loans to Irish SMEs totalling 
€972m to 24,002 Irish SMEs supporting 129,300 jobs through both its on-lending and risk-
sharing activities.  

Below is a breakdown, by SME size, of lending using SBCI funds.

Firm Size No. of Employees Total Loans Sup-
ported

No. of Businesses

Less than 10 45,581 658,544,884 21,761
11 to 49 37,504 188,004,256 1,741
50 to 249 46,215 125,506,684 500
Grand Total 129,300 972,055,824 24,002

Total %
Firm Size No. of Employees Total Loans Sup-

ported
No. of Businesses

Less than 10 35% 68% 91%
11 to 49 29% 19% 7%
50 to 249 36% 13% 2%
Grand Total 100% 100% 100%

Question No. 173 answered with Question No. 166.
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02/10/2018WRG00300VAT Rate Increases

02/10/2018WRG00400174. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the detail of the changes in the 
VAT rate for cookery schools between 2016 and 2018 from 0% to 21%; the rationale for this 
change in view of the fact that in most cases the activity is merely an addendum to the individ-
ual restaurant and in no way the main activity of the business; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39556/18]

02/10/2018WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the VAT rating of goods and services is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law, 
with which Irish VAT law must comply. I am further advised that there has been no change in 
the position in relation to the VAT treatment of cookery schools. 

In accordance with the VAT Directive, the provision of children’s or young people’s educa-
tion and school or university education is exempt from VAT. This exemption also applies to the 
provision of training and development courses subject to the training and retraining being of a 
vocational nature. Where a cookery school is providing courses for educational or vocational 
purposes, any such course is exempt from VAT, provided the lessons in question are conducted 
as part of a programme that meets the standards set out by the Department of Education and 
Skills syllabus or, in the case of vocational training, the course is aimed at acquiring or updating 
knowledge in relation to a specific profession or trade. 

Where a cookery school provides courses primarily for recreational purposes, the position 
continues to be that these courses are liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 23%. A course 
which is primarily for recreational purposes is undertaken for the enjoyment and satisfaction of 
the participants rather than for developing skills and knowledge which will assist the participant 
in their trade or profession, and is therefore outside the scope of the education exemption. 

When a business operates two activities, such as a restaurant which operates a cookery 
school, the tax rate applicable to the income derived from each activity is dependent on the ac-
tual supplies being made. In general, restaurant services are taxable at the 9% reduced rate and 
cookery courses are either exempt or taxable at the standard rate of 23%. If a cookery school 
has any doubt as to the eligibility for exemption of any of its courses, it should contact its local 
Revenue District for advice.

02/10/2018WRG00600Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRG00700175. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance the cost of each seminar held 
on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 by his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39583/18]

02/10/2018WRG00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My department did not hold any semi-
nars in relation to Project Ireland 2040 and therefore did not incur any costs as a result. 

02/10/2018WRG00900Tax Code

02/10/2018WRG01000176. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce leg-
islation to allow local authorities to introduce a transient occupancy tax on hotel rooms; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39603/18]

02/10/2018WRG01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 



2 October 2018

65

longstanding practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on 
any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

02/10/2018WRG01200Exchequer Returns

02/10/2018WRG01300177. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the breakdown of the €600 
million quoted by the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council for the cost of tax indexation by tax head-
ing, that is, income tax, USC, PRSI and so on and by tax measure, that is, tax bands, tax credits 
and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39618/18]

02/10/2018WRG01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume the figure the Deputy refers to 
is that which was published in the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council pre-Budget statement earlier 
this month. This is based on preliminary Department of Finance figures from Budget 2018. As 
the Deputy is aware from my recent response to Parliamentary Question No. 148 of September 
25th, the expected yield on non-indexation for 2019 is being updated as part of the preparations 
for Budget 2019. When this figure is published it is on an aggregated basis.  I am advised by 
Revenue that the Pre-Budget 2019 Ready Reckoner, available at: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/
documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf, shows the cost to the Exchequer of a 1% indexation of 
a number of credits and bands in 2019 (page 10). Further changes can be estimated on a pro-rata 
basis from the information shown. 

02/10/2018WRG01500Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRG01600178. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount spent by his 
Department on third party public relations advice, communications advice, online advertising 
and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and company engaged in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39639/18]

02/10/2018WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In relation to my Department the fol-
lowing expenditure has been made on the headings identified by the Deputy from 1 January 
2018 to date:

Month Company Description Amount 
January Fiona Kearns Graph-

ic Design
Graphic Design for 
IFS2020 Action Plan 
for 2018

 €1,240

January Fluid Branding Promotional material 
for public awareness 
building of SME 
online tool

 €3,860.90

January Languages Commu-
nication Ltd.

Switch Your Bank 
campaign

 €51,414

February Languages Commu-
nication Ltd.

Switch Your Bank 
campaign

 €177,427.50

March Languages Commu-
nication Ltd.

Switch Your Bank 
campaign

 €153,442.50

April Languages Commu-
nication Ltd.

Switch Your Bank 
campaign

 €12,915.00
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Month Company Description Amount 
July Languages Commu-

nication Ltd.
Switch Your Bank 
campaign

 €7,380.00

August Public Appointment 
Service (PAS)

Advertising costs 
Irish Times for Com-
petition ref: appoint-
ments to Board of 
NAMA

 €1,706.70

The Switch Your Bank campaign is funded, in its entirety, by AIB and Permanent TSB, as 
part of a range of competition measures agreed with the European Commission to raise aware-
ness and promote customer switching of financial products. 

- The Department of Finance facilitates this campaign as part of its remit to ensure that 
consumers are protected within the financial sector in Ireland and to ensure a healthy level of 
competition. 

- The contract with Language Communications permitted them to appoint subcontractors 
for provision of services. 

- Phase one of the public awareness campaign cost €738,000 in total. 

- Phase two of the public awareness campaign will cost €405,900 in total. 

Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 171.

02/10/2018WRG01900Fuel Rebate Scheme

02/10/2018WRG02000180. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 147 of 25 September 2018, his plans to review the terms of the diesel rebate scheme in view 
of the rising costs of fuel for Irish hauliers. [39774/18]

02/10/2018WRG02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
longstanding practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on 
any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

02/10/2018WRG02200Film Industry Tax Reliefs

02/10/2018WRG02300181. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Finance if allegations that a company (de-
tails supplied) has inflated expenses on a film production here in order gain a larger tax rebate 
under the section 481 tax clause will be investigated; if his Department or the Revenue Com-
missioners have audited or investigated companies that avail of this section in order to ensure 
that expenses and costs are correct; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39921/18]

02/10/2018WRG02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that they can-
not comment on individual cases.  However, they have provided the following general informa-
tion in relation to the administration and review of claims for the film tax credit under Section 
481, Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.

Under Section 481, in general terms a company which produces a film can claim a payable 
tax credit of 32% of the lower of: 
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(a) the eligible expenditure incurred on producing a film, 

(b) 80% of the total cost of production of the film, or

(c) €70 million per film.

The maximum credit a company can claim in respect of a film is therefore €22.4million.

Eligible expenditure is the amount that the producer company spends in Ireland, wholly and 
exclusively on producing the film.  Amounts spent on the film outside of Ireland do not qualify 
for the tax credit.  However, where the credit is calculated based on 80% of the total cost of pro-
duction, Revenue must have regard to the amounts incurred outside of the State as an increased 
global budget can lead to an increased credit.

The company that claims the credit must be an Irish producer company.  The Irish work on 
the film must be carried out by a special purpose company which is wholly owned by that Irish 
producer company.  Where the film is not a fully Irish production, for example it is a multi-
jurisdictional production or a co-production, the Irish producer company will often organise the 
Irish production on behalf of an international production company.  In those cases, it is the inter-
national production company who has full knowledge of the global budget and of the make-up 
of the items in the Irish budget.  

Recognising the potential risks presented, the administrative framework of the relief re-
quires that a company’s application for the credit must include: 

(a) an auditor’s report detailing the eligible expenditure, the global budget and details of 
related party transactions, and

(b) a solicitor’s letter detailing that they have reviewed the legal agreements and that 68% 
of the funding has been lodged to the company’s bank account (a requirement prior to Revenue 
releasing any amounts of the payable tax credit).

The payable credit is available to a film that has been approved by the Minister for Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht and which has been certified by Revenue.  Section 481 provides that 
Revenue may refuse to certify a film if they have reason to believe that the budget, or any part 
of the budget, is inflated.  They may also refuse to certify the film if they are not satisfied with 
the commercial rationale for the corporate structure used for financing, distribution and other 
similar activities.  As with all tax reliefs, the greatest risk of inflation is found in related party 
transactions including through corporate or financing structures that facilitate circular flows of 
cash. 

I am further advised by Revenue that the time taken to process applications for relief under 
Section 481 has increased in the last year, largely due to increased scrutiny on the expenses 
included within the “eligible spend” in 481 applications.  As the relief was restructured in 
2015 from an investor-based relief to a corporation tax credit, the first films which have been 
made under this new format relief were being completed in 2017, which is when Revenue were 
first able to review the actual spend on completed films and the amounts being included in the 
claims for relief, as signed off upon by the auditors.  The largest adjustments arising from this 
review process are in respect of inflated related party expenditures, and discussions are ongoing 
between my Department, Revenue and the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
in relation to options to protect the Exchequer and give greater clarity to producers claiming 
the credit.

02/10/2018WRG02500VAT Rate Application
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02/10/2018WRG02600182. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 46 of 24 October 2017, if audit examinations have been carried out by the Revenue Com-
missioners to establish if there is still systematic excess of flat rate payments of VAT on input 
costs in the poultry sector. [39983/18]

02/10/2018WRG02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 86A of the VAT Consolidation 
Act 2010 was introduced in Finance Act 2016 to provide a mechanism for addressing situations 
where the business models in any agricultural sector allow for higher levels of flat-rate addition 
payments to be paid compared with the VAT borne on input costs.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, following the introduction of Section 
86A of the VAT Consolidation Act 2010, a detailed examination of the business structures, 
models and contractual arrangements in place between parties within the sector was under-
taken. Detailed examinations are being carried out on a statistically representative sample of 
flat-rate farmers operating in the poultry sector to determine if there is a systematic excess of 
the amount of flat-rate addition payments in the sector.

The first phase of interventions has been completed and a second phase of interventions 
will be completed shortly. At the conclusion of this examination, if there is evidence of over-
compensation within that sector as a result of business structures and contractual arrangements, 
Revenue will complete a report to be submitted to my Department. Where, following this re-
view, I am satisfied that there is a systematic excess of flat-rate addition payments over VAT on 
inputs incurred by flat-rate farmers in that sector, that sector may be excluded from the flat-rate 
scheme by way of Ministerial Order  .

Question No. 183 answered with Question No. 171.

02/10/2018WRG02900Tax Code

02/10/2018WRG03000184. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
application of withholding tax on peer to peer lending; the responsibilities of the SME receiv-
ing the lending and of the peer to peer lender in this regard; his views on whether there is merit 
in providing an exemption from withholding tax for peer to peer loans; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39993/18]

02/10/2018WRG03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that they 
have published guidance on the withholding tax obligations that arise in peer to peer lending. 
That guidance is published in Tax and Duty Manual 08-03-05 and is available on the Revenue 
website via the following link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/tdm/income-tax-
capital-gains-tax-corporation-tax/part-08/08-03-05.pdfThe purpose of the withholding tax is 
to facilitate tax compliance by providing a mechanism through which tax arising on the interest 
earned by the person lending the amounts to the company is collected.  Where an individual 
makes a loan to a company, interest withholding will arise in respect of the interest element of 
loan repayments made by that company.  The interest earned should then be declared by the 
individual lender, who may claim a credit for the tax withheld.  

The provisions as described in the Tax and Duty Manual apply in situations where individu-
als make loans to companies in general, they are not specific to peer-to-peer lending platforms.

I am aware that representations have been made for differentiated treatment in respect of 
loans made via peer-to-peer lending platforms, in view of the multi-lender nature of loans via 
such platforms. However I would also note that peer-to-peer lending is as yet an unregulated 
activity in Ireland, and any consideration of withholding taxes will be informed also by broader 
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policy considerations for the sector.

02/10/2018WRG03200Commencement of Legislation

02/10/2018WRG03300185. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance when section 46 of the 
Finance Act 2015 will come into effect. [40079/18]

02/10/2018WRG03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that this 
section was enacted to provide a legal basis for the development of IT systems in the excise 
sector for the electronic transmission of returns required under excise law.  This section will be 
commenced on the completion of a number of developments that are underway. 

As part of this approach, a new IT system was implemented in 2017 that enables traders in 
the mineral oil sector to make excise returns and payments electronically.  This system will be 
extended to other excise sectors as IT developments permit.  

In addition, it is intended that the existing EU – wide electronic system used by Revenue 
to monitor intra - EU movements of duty suspended excisable products will be extended to 
movements of duty suspended excisable products within the State.  This will be implemented 
on foot of changes at EU level to the legal framework for this system that are currently being 
progressed.

02/10/2018WRG03500Ministerial Meetings

02/10/2018WRG03600186. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to meet the 
president of the World Bank.  [40080/18]

02/10/2018WRG03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that the Deputy’s question 
is in relation to the forthcoming Annual Meeting of the World Bank  Group scheduled to take 
place from 12th to 14th October 2018 which, in my capacity as Ireland’s Governor to the World 
Bank, I have been invited to attend. 

Due to commitments in respect of Budget 2019 I shall not be in a position to attend this 
event and accordingly have no plans to meet World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim. It 
may be of interest to the Deputy that Minister D’Arcy, who  shall attend the World Bank Annual 
Meeting in my place, has no meetings scheduled with President Kim either.

02/10/2018WRG03800Tax Code

02/10/2018WRG03900187. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if the concerns of an or-
ganisation (details supplied) will be addressed in budget 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [40099/18]

02/10/2018WRG04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Decisions on the taxation matters re-
ferred to by the Deputy are made in the context of the annual Budget and Finance Bill process 
and the Deputy will understand that, with a week to go before Budget day, I cannot give any 
indications of my plans.

In relation to the Earned Income Credit, the Programme for a Partnership Government con-
tains a commitment to increase the Earned Income Credit to €1,650.  The Budget 2018 increase 
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of €200 was a significant further step in that direction.  The extent to which it may be possible 
to make further progress in this regard will depend on the overall resources available to me in 
the context of Budget 2019. 

In relation to the farm deposit proposal and the proposed extension of income averaging, 
including the provision of an additional step out year, I have met with the organisation follow-
ing receipt of its pre-Budget submission and I can assure him that all the proposals it has made 
are receiving detailed and careful consideration. 

02/10/2018WRG04100Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRG04200188. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance the cost of his Depart-
ment’s stand at the National Ploughing Championships 2018; the number of staff deployed 
from his Department for the week; and the cost of same.  [40353/18]

02/10/2018WRG04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department did not have a stand at 
this year’s National Ploughing Championship 2018 and did not deploy any staff to the event.  
As a result my Department did not incur any related costs.  

02/10/2018WRG04400Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRG04500189. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the com-
munications, press and public relations budget allocated to his Department for 2018; the way 
in which it is being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39377/18]

02/10/2018WRG04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment has no central subhead or budget for communications, press and public relations, as busi-
ness units across the Department incorporate their limited requirements in this regard into the 
delivery of their programmes. The 2018 expenditure (to date) for these services are outlined in 
the table below.

 Service Provider  Purpose  Expenditure
Public Appointments Ser-
vice

Social Media advertising €553.50

MediaVest Limited Publication of notice of Min-
ister’s approval of 29 Flood 
Risk Management Plans in 
Irish Times, Irish Indepen-
dent and Irish Examiner

 €5,842.13

Media HQ Press releases €181.43
Film Mic Pro Audio recording App €33.98
Morrow Communications OGP – Communication ad-

vice on brand development
 €5,200.00

Morrow Communications OGP – Communication 
advice on design of pull up 
banners

 €480.00
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 Service Provider  Purpose  Expenditure
Morrow Communications OGP – Communication 

advice on design of eInvoic-
ing infographic and develop-
ment of eInvoicing logo

 €1,710.00

Morrow Communication OGP – Communication 
advice on design of new 
PowerPoint presentations 
with new logo and brand-
ing. Design of new branded 
graphics for presentations.

  €2,430.00

Morrow Communication OGP – Communication ad-
vice for design of web ban-
ner, Category  Management 
and Supplier registration 
form redesigned with new 
brand style and OGP Icons

  €750.00

Morrow Communication OGP – Communication ad-
vice for production, editing 
of eTenders animation for 
YouTube channel

 €12,449.00

Morrow Communications OGP – Communication 
advice for Tender Advisory 
Service (TAS) logo and leaf-
let design

 €2,335.00

   Separately, a further €118,964 has been spent resourcing the Department’s Press Office to 
date in 2018, of which most relates to staff salaries.

02/10/2018WRG04700Labour Employer Economic Forum

02/10/2018WRG04800190. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
tus of the sixth meeting of the Labour Employer Economic Forum; the issues discussed; and the 
social partners and Government members present at the last meeting. [39528/18]

02/10/2018WRG04900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Labour 
Employer Economic Forum (LEEF) was established in 2016 to bring together representatives 
of employers and trade unions with Government Ministers to exchange views on economic and 
employment issues as they affect the Labour Market and which are of mutual concern. 

I chaired the sixth meeting of the LEEF, which took place on 27th August last. This meet-
ing centred around initial progress reports from the four sub-groups to the LEEF which were 
established to facilitate ongoing engagement between employers and trade unions with relevant 
Government officials and Ministers. These Sub-Groups are based on a list of priority areas 
agreed by the LEEF members which are (i) pensions, (ii) employment legislation\regulation, 
(iii) housing and (iv) childcare. The list will be updated by agreement at the LEEF over time to 
reflect changing priorities.  These issues are all highly relevant to the labour market and can be 
considered priority issues for all parties. 

A detailed update on the status of BREXIT negotiations, (BREXIT forms a standing agenda 
item for the LEEF) was provided by the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
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Simon Coveney T.D.

In attendance were representatives from IBEC, CIF, ICTU, INTO and Fórsa, the Tánaiste 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Simon Coveney T.D. and various senior Departmental of-
ficials.

02/10/2018WRH00200Action Plan for Rural Development Implementation

02/10/2018WRH00300191. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
tus of an action (details supplied) under the Action Plan for Rural Development; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39532/18]

02/10/2018WRH00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Public pro-
curement is key priority for Government and has undergone significant reform aimed at ensur-
ing sustainable delivery of much needed public services while also encouraging and supporting 
SME participation in these business opportunities. This approach is beneficial for the State be-
cause it nurtures competition which ensures value for money is maintained and provides SMEs 
with a platform to take advantage of similar opportunities in Ireland and across the European 
Union.   

Specifically, the Office of Government Procurement have developed a suite of measures 
aimed at assisting SMEs to access public procurement opportunities (circular 10/14). These 
include: 

- Proportionate financial capacity criterion (turnover requirements limited to twice the con-
tract value); 

- Contracting Authorities are encouraged to divide public contracts into lots;

- Provision for “consortia bidding” to assist SMEs to participate in procurement procedures 
where they would not have the relevant capability or scale; and

- Public bodies are required to advertise contracts for goods and services valued above 
€25,000 on the national eTenders portal. 

In addition, my colleague, Minister of State Patrick O’Donovan, who has responsibility for 
public procurement, chairs quarterly meetings of an SME Advisory Group, in accordance with 
the Programme for Government.  This ensures that the voice of Irish SMEs (including ISME, 
IBEC, SFA, Chambers Ireland, and CIF) is heard by Government.  

The OGP proactively engages with the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, 
Inter-Trade Ireland and Enterprise Ireland to promote SME access to public procurement. The 
OGP participate at “Go-2-Tender” workshops and “Meet the Buyer” events held across the 
country which are designed to help SMEs. 

A SME Communication Strategy sub-group, chaired by the OGP, was established in 2017 as 
a joint venture with the industry representative bodies.  This further promotes awareness of po-
tential opportunities and supports available for SMEs in tendering for public contracts.  A series 
of information videos explaining specific public procurement topics, along with case studies of 
SMEs who have won government contracts, was launched by Minister of State O’Donovan ear-
lier this year.  A series of focused and targeted breakfast briefings have also taken place around 
the country in conjunction with Inter-Trade Ireland and the SME Advisory Group partners. 
Further events are planned.
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The OGP continues to proactively engage with business to enhance the significant measures 
already in place to support SME access to public procurement opportunities.

02/10/2018WRH00500Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRH00600192. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
cost of each seminar held on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 by his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39588/18]

02/10/2018WRH00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It was an-
nounced in the mid-term review of the 2015 Capital Plan that a Consultative Forum would take 
place with key stakeholders, to provide an opportunity to discuss and comment on the analysis 
of the review of the Capital Plan and to discuss a range of topics related to the National Devel-
opment Plan. The Forum was an important input into the preparation of the NDP. 

The Forum was held in the Motor House Conference Room, Farmleigh on 8 November 
2017. It was attended by 36 stakeholder representatives, including Government Departments, 
Regional Assemblies, business and farming organisations, the trades union sector, social groups 
and the environmental sector. 

The total cost associated with the event came to €583.74. 

Apart from this, my Department has not hosted any other seminars on the NDP or Project 
Ireland 2040.  

02/10/2018WRH00800Office of Public Works Projects

02/10/2018WRH00900193. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the progress on the expanding of the car parking facilities at Clonmacnoise monastic 
site. [39607/18]

02/10/2018WRH01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In the short 
term, OPW intends to carry out a small civil engineering project at the Clonmacnoise carpark 
to improve the layout and efficiency of the existing car parking facilities and to provide better 
signage.  A contract for an archaeological investigation, which is a necessary precursor to the 
work, has recently been placed and will commence on site shortly. 

Any proposal to provide additional carparking at Clonmacnoise will involve a full assess-
ment of the need for such additionality, taking into account changes in management of volumes 
at the site including the introduction of online booking, more efficient streaming of buses, etc.

02/10/2018WRH01100Superannuation Schemes

02/10/2018WRH01200194. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the way in which the Civil Service spouses and children superannuation scheme satisfies the 
Employment Equality Acts on the ground of disability (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39628/18]

02/10/2018WRH01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my replies to his previous questions on this matter on 6 December and 10 October 
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2017 (PQ Refs: 52089/17 and 42484/17).

I am satisfied that the Civil Service Spouses’ and Children’s Contributory Pension Scheme 
meets the requirements of the Employment Equality Acts, 1998 – 2015 in relation to all of the 
grounds of discrimination set out in the legislation, including on grounds of disability.

02/10/2018WRH01400Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRH01500195. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the amount spent by his Department on third party public relations advice, communications 
advice, online advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and com-
pany engaged in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39644/18]

02/10/2018WRH01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the table below:

Company Name Service Provided  Month  Cost
Public Appointments 
Service

Social Media Adver-
tising

 January/February  €553.50

Morrow Communi-
cations

OGP - Brand Devel-
opment

 February  €5,200.00

Morrow Communi-
cations

OGP - Design of 
pull-up banners

 February  €480.00

Morrow Communi-
cations

OGP - Design of eIn-
voicing infographic 
and development of 
eInvoicing logo

 February  €1,710.00

Morrow Communi-
cations

OGP - Design of 
new PowerPoint and 
branded graphics for 
presentations

 May  €2,430.00

 Morrow Communi-
cations

OGP - Design of 
web banner, redesign 
of Category Manage-
ment and supplier 
registration form and 
new brand style OGP 
icons

 May  €750.00

Morrow Communi-
cations

OGP - Production, 
editing and eTenders 
animation for You-
Tube channel

 June  €12,449.00

Morrow Communi-
cations

OGP - Tender Advi-
sory Service (TAS) 
Logo and leaflet 
design

 July  €2,335.00

(OGP - Office of Government Procurement)

02/10/2018WRH01700Budget 2019



2 October 2018

75

02/10/2018WRH01800196. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
budget 2019 submission by an organisation (details supplied) will be given consideration; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39655/18]

02/10/2018WRH01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In framing 
Budget 2019 decisions, the Government has openly sought the views of stakeholders in our 
society. For example, the National Economic Dialogue took place in Dublin Castle on 27-28th 
June 2018. The dialogue is an important part of the budgetary process and provided an opportu-
nity to consider how to optimise available resources in the interests of all citizens and allowed 
discussion on how to best sustain and strengthen the recovery while taking account of the many 
competing economic and social priorities within the limited available resources. Representa-
tives of community, voluntary and environmental groups as well as business, unions, research 
institutes and the academic community attended the event. 

Further to this, my Department has received numerous Pre-Budget Submissions from a 
wide range of groups and individuals. All of these are currently being considered by the rel-
evant officials in the context of Budget preparation. However, as the Deputy will be aware, it 
is not the practice of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to discuss the details of 
measures which may be under consideration as part of the Budget in advance of the Budget day 
announcement. 

02/10/2018WRH02000Pension Provisions

02/10/2018WRH02100197. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 217 of 7 September 2018, the reason a pension is not 
being paid in full to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39712/18]

02/10/2018WRH02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that the individual in this case had previous pensionable service in the pen-
sion scheme of the Permanent Defence Forces as well as in the health service. Accordingly, 
my Department was asked by the HSE for assistance in determining the impact upon his pen-
sion entitlements of Section 52 subsections (6) and (7) of the Public Service Pensions (Single 
Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012, which imposes a limit on the total amount of pension-
able service which can be paid where an individual has been a member of more than one public 
service pension scheme.

The HSE was advised to calculate and pay pension benefits in this case based on service 
up until 28 July 2012. This advice was based on the fact that if the individual had total service 
greater than 40 years across all schemes at that point, the Act provides under Section 52(7) that 
he is entitled to receive that higher entitlement. 

My Department is currently working on the preparation of new guidance on the implemen-
tation of Section 52 subsections (6) and (7) of the 2012 Act. In that context, I expect that the 
HSE will be in further contact with the individual in this case at the appropriate time. 

02/10/2018WRH02300Public Service Pay Commission

02/10/2018WRH02400198. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when the 
Public Service Pay Commission will conclude; and when and the way in which its recommen-
dations will be implemented. [39748/18]
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02/10/2018WRH02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The initial 
Report of the Public Service Pay Commission was published on Tuesday, 9th May 2017. For its 
initial report the Commission was asked to provide input on how the unwinding of the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest legislation should proceed having regard to: 

- The evolution of pay trends in the public and private sectors, based on published data; 

- A comparison of pay rates for identifiable groups within the public service with prevailing 
non-public sector market rates; 

- International rates and comparisons where possible; and 

- The state of the national finances

The Commission was also asked to give consideration to other conditions of service of 
public servants, including tenure and pension, as well as recruitment and retention trends in the 
public service.

The findings of the Commission contributed to and gave informed considerations in relation 
to Public Service remuneration by Public Service employers and staff interests in negotiations 
on the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020.

The second report of the Public Service Pay Commission, published on the 4th of Septem-
ber, went further and investigated recruitment and retention difficulties in some of the specific 
areas previously identified, starting with the health sector. Where a difficulty was identified, the 
PSPC were to further examine the full range of causal factors, including, remuneration, planned 
future adjustments to remuneration under the PSSA, supply constraints on qualified staff, career 
structures, work environment, and HR practices etc.

The main findings of the report were that there were no generalised recruitment and re-
tention problems in respect of nursing and midwifery but some difficulties exist in meeting 
workforce requirements in specific areas, that training and promotion are the key influencers of 
migration and turnover in NCHDs and that there is a general difficulty in recruiting consultants, 
with certain specialities and locations experiencing more significant problems.

There was a commitment between Public Service employers and staff representatives to 
meet within four weeks of the publication to discuss issues around implementation of recom-
mendations outlined in the Report. 

Following these discussions it was decided that additional incentives recommended by the 
Commission (increase by 20% of existing Specialist Qualification and Location Allowances 
and extension of such allowances to Maternity Services on a similar basis and the eligibility 
requirements for Senior Staff Nurse /Midwife to be reduced to 17 years) would apply from 1 
March 2019. These increases will be confined to parties covered by the Public Service Stability 
Agreement.

The Public Service Pay Commission will next proceed to explore recruitment and retention 
issues impacting on other grades and sectors of the Public Service identified in its 2017 report 
with further modules to be completed over the coming months. 

02/10/2018WRH02600Public Procurement Contracts Data

02/10/2018WRH02700199. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the annual volume in millions of public funds spent on the procurement of goods, services and 
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capital projects for each of the years 2002 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [40004/18]

02/10/2018WRH02800201. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of contracts tendered annually to SMEs and businesses of less than 50 employees in 
each of the years 2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [40006/18]

02/10/2018WRH02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 199 and 201 together.

I should point out that my Department is responsible for public procurement policy aimed 
at ensuring the sustainable delivery of much needed public services while also encouraging 
and supporting SME participation in these business opportunities. This approach is beneficial 
for the State because it nurtures competition which ensures value for money is maintained and 
provides SMEs with a platform to take advantage of similar opportunities in Ireland and across 
the European Union.   

Individual accounting officers and accountable persons are responsible for procurement 
processes undertaken by their Department or public service body. Accordingly, the Office of 
Government Procurement (OGP) does not collate the information requested by the Deputy as 
the expenditure data is, and will continue to be, held by the individual Government Depart-
ments and State Bodies that purchase goods, services and works.  However, it is estimated that 
in the order of €12bn per annum is spent on goods, services and works. 

In relation to actions that have been developed to improve SME access to public procure-
ment opportunities, the OGP has developed a suite of measures (circular 10/14) aimed at assist-
ing SMEs to access public procurement opportunities. These include: 

- Proportionate financial capacity criterion (turnover requirements limited to twice the con-
tract value); 

- Contracting Authorities are encouraged to divide public contracts into lots; 

- Provision for “consortia bidding” to assist SMEs to participate in procurement procedures 
where they would not have the relevant capability or scale; 

- Public bodies are required to advertise contracts for goods and services valued above 
€25,000 on the national eTenders portal. 

In addition, my colleague, Minister of State Patrick O’Donovan, who has responsibility for 
public procurement, chairs quarterly meetings of an SME Advisory Group, ensuring that the 
voice of Irish SMEs (including ISME, IBEC, SFA, Chambers Ireland, and CIF) is heard by 
Government.  

The OGP proactively engages with the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, 
Inter-Trade Ireland and Enterprise Ireland to promote SME access to public procurement. The 
OGP participate at “Go-2-Tender” workshops and “Meet the Buyer” events held across the 
country which are designed to help SMEs. 

In relation to data on the number of contracts awarded to SMEs, the position is that the con-
tract award templates do not capture the size of businesses that have been awarded contracts. 
However, the “Public Service Spend and Tendering Analysis for 2015” published on the OGP 
website indicates that the majority of spend analysed is with SMEs.  The analysis also indicates 
that 76% of tender notices are of smaller value (below OJEU threshold). The median contract 
value of 2015 tender notices is less than or equal to €100k in 12 of the 16 procurement spend 
categories. This would indicate that government contracts in Ireland are accessible to SMEs 
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given the low median size of published estimated contract values.

The OGP will continue to proactively engage with business and strive to enhance the sig-
nificant measures already in place to support SME access to public procurement opportunities.

02/10/2018WRH03000Public Relations Contracts Data

02/10/2018WRH03100200. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of procurement contracts tendered annually in each of the years 2011 to 2017 and to 
date in 2018. [40005/18]

02/10/2018WRH03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Public sector 
buyers advertise contracts for supplies and services with an estimated value of €25,000 (exclu-
sive of VAT) and upwards and contracts for works and works related services with an estimated 
value of at €50,000 (exclusive of VAT) on eTenders, the Government webportal. Therefore, 
activity below these levels is not captured. 

The Office of Government Procurement (OGP) will shortly be publishing the fourth Public 
Service Spend and Tendering Analysis Report for 2016. Since 2013, these reports have analysed 
the tendering activity of the public service for both above and below the threshold for publica-
tion to the Official Journal of the EU (OJEU). The data analysed comes from the national elec-
tronic procurement tendering platform - eTenders.  

The table below includes tender notices for 2017 and 2018. Reports have yet to be prepared 
for these years and, therefore, a preliminary view of 2017 and 2018 tender publication activity 
is provided. 

I understand that prior to 2013, only above OJEU threshold reports were prepared for the 
annual statistical report under Article 75 of the European Procurement Directive 2004/18/EC, a 
smaller number of tender notices are included for 2011 and 2012.  

Tender Notices Published
Year Volume   
2011 1,130
2012 937
2013 5,826
2014 5,440
2015 4,999
2016 5,073
2017 5,828
2018 4,622
 The accuracy of the data is dependent on that entered on eTenders by public sector buyers. 

While the tendering process is facilitated through eTenders, the complete data on public con-
tracts is held by the contracting authority concerned. Tenders cancelled after they are published 
may not always be recorded on eTenders and this should also be borne in mind in reviewing the 
volume of tender notices. 

I would point out that the Public Service Spend and Tendering Analysis reports published by 
the OGP provide further data analysis and comparisons based on tender notices.

Question No. 201 answered with Question No. 199.
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02/10/2018WRH03400Office of Public Works Projects

02/10/2018WRH03500202. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
arrange for the OPW to carry out essential works on Lough Suedy, Ballymore, County West-
meath (details supplied).; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40034/18]

02/10/2018WRH03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Office 
of Public Works (OPW) is responsible for the maintenance of Arterial Drainage Schemes and 
catchment drainage schemes designated under the Arterial Drainage Acts of 1945 and 1995. 

The OPW completes regular maintenance of a channel entering and leaving the lake in 
question to meet its statutory obligations as part of an Arterial Drainage Scheme. As the lake 
itself does not form part of an Arterial Drainage Scheme, the OPW has no responsibilities for 
the maintenance of the lake, nor the authority to address the issues detailed.  

02/10/2018WRH03700Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRH03800203. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the cost of his Department’s stand at the National Ploughing Championships 2018; the number 
of staff deployed from his Department for the week; and the cost of same. [40357/18]

02/10/2018WRH03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform did not have a stand at the National Ploughing Cham-
pionship 2018. However my Department, as the Government Department with responsibility 
for the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), had one member of staff deployed in 
the European Union Commission tent for two days. The total expenses, which included travel 
by public transport, admittance charges and subsistence in accordance with Circular 06/17 “Do-
mestic Subsistence Allowances”, amounted to €197.00. 

The purpose of attendance, at this major event, was to promote and communicate the work 
of the European Structural Investment Funds. Over the 2014-2020 programming period these 
funds will be used, together with Irish Government and Local Authority funding, to invest 
€6.2 billion in Ireland, across the whole of the country in support of initiatives in education, 
research and job creation to help create a sustainable and healthy economy across the whole of 
the country.

02/10/2018WRH04000SOLAS Training and Education Programmes Provision

02/10/2018WRH04100204. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if SOLAS will 
consider introducing a dedicated tiling apprenticeship in view of the rise in the need for con-
struction-related employment roles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39702/18]

02/10/2018WRH04200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Apprenticeship is a demand driven educational and training programme which aims to develop 
the skills of an apprentice in order to meet the needs of industry and the labour market. Conse-
quently, the number of apprentices being registered is determined by employers in the sector.  

As part of the ongoing review of apprenticeship in Ireland SOLAS has conducted stan-
dards development and programme reviews for 23 of the existing craft trade apprenticeship 
programmes. As part of this review and in response to the lack of sufficient numbers register-
ing for both the tiling and the plastering apprenticeships it was decided to amalgamate both 
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programmes.  I am informed by SOLAS that in September 2015 it was decided in collaboration 
with industry to endorse the development of a single apprenticeship consisting of skills from 
both programmes.

The draft programme was developed in collaboration with industry representation from 
both the plastering and tiling sectors. The skills that were developed in the floor and wall tiling 
programme were fully included in the newly revised programme.

The new amalgamated programme is entitled the Plastering Apprenticeship and is subject 
to Quality and Qualifications Ireland validation.  I am informed by SOLAS that the programme 
was submitted to QQI for validation in July 2018 and is expected to be validated in Q1 2019.

02/10/2018WRH04300SOLAS Administration

02/10/2018WRH04400205. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a new com-
puter system will be introduced at SOLAS in order to allow jobseekers and young school leav-
ers to see a list of potential employers in apprenticeship scheme categories they are considering 
seeking work in; if SOLAS will be tasked with organising this list of potential employers; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39723/18]

02/10/2018WRH04500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): I 
am pleased to inform the Deputy that work is already underway in SOLAS on a new employer 
portal to provide capability for approved employers to advertise apprenticeships, as well other 
value-added services. SOLAS has brought together a small focus group of employers and edu-
cation and training provider representatives to inform the project.  Some existing solutions, 
including an app currently being offered by the Mid-West Regional Skills Forum, are also being 
examined as part of the work. The new portal is expected to be fully rolled out in 2019, with 
some piloting of the platform in advance.

02/10/2018WRH04600Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRH04700206. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the communications, 
press and public relations budget allocated to his Department for 2018; the way in which it is 
being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39370/18]

02/10/2018WRH04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department does not 
have a dedicated communications, press and public relations budget for 2018. As such, the pro-
filing of expenditure does not arise. Any costs arising from the operation of the office are met 
from my Department’s Miscellaneous subhead and accounted for in the Department’s annual 
Appropriation Accounts. 

02/10/2018WRH04900Schools Building Projects Status

02/10/2018WRH05000207. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the con-
sideration of the building programme for further development at a school (details supplied); if 
his attention has been drawn to the concerns of the school community in respect of the matter; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39385/18]

02/10/2018WRH05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, a 
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building project to deliver a major project at the school referred to is included on my Depart-
ment’s 6 Year Capital Programme. 

My Department has carried out a technical site visit at the school with a view to developing 
the project brief, which is currently being finalised.  My Department will continue to liaise with 
the relevant authorities on the matter.

02/10/2018WRH05200Schools Building Projects Status

02/10/2018WRH05300208. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new secondary school in southern areas of Swords, County Dublin; if land has 
been identified for such a school; the stage the land transfer is at for such a school; when a 
school will open; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39390/18]

02/10/2018WRH05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I understand that the Depu-
ty is referring to the new primary school for South Swords which I announced to open in 2019. 

A site identification process in respect of the new primary school announced for South 
Swords is currently underway.  In line with the policy on the use of state assets (Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform Circulars 11/15 and 17/16), my Department will be seeking to 
maximise the use of sites already in my ownership and of available properties in the ownership 
of other State bodies, where these are considered suitable.  In addition as part of my Depart-
ment’s ongoing engagement with Local Authorities in respect of statutory planning processes 
and under the MoU on school site acquisitions, my Department is examining all potential suit-
able site options, including appropriately zoned sites, to serve the relevant area. 

A decision regarding the permanent location of the school in South Swords will be made at 
the earliest possible date. 

The school will open in September 2019 in interim accommodation, pending the delivery of 
its permanent school building. 

02/10/2018WRJ00200Early Retirement Scheme

02/10/2018WRJ00300209. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
an early retirement application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39422/18]

02/10/2018WRJ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has no 
record of receiving a current application for retirement on pension on grounds of ill-health from 
the person referred to by the Deputy.  On receipt of a fresh application from the person it will be 
processed in accordance with the established procedure for such cases as promptly as possible 
and a decision conveyed to the applicant.

Entitlement to retire on grounds of ill-health with a pension is not automatic.  The criteria 
to be met is that the person has become incapable by reason of infirmity of discharging his/her 
duties as a teacher and that the infirmity is likely to be permanent.  In support of the application 
the applicant must supply medical evidence of his/her condition.  In accordance with the provi-
sions of the pension scheme a decision to award or refuse a pension is taken following a detailed 
assessment of the medical evidence in the case.  To this end the opinion/recommendation of an 
appropriately qualified medical adviser retained by my Department as part of the Occupational 
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Health Strategy for school staff must be obtained. 

The person referred to by the Deputy previously made application for retirement on ill-
health grounds in 2017.  Both the application and subsequent appeal were unsuccessful.  In 
general, in such instances, where the illness remains, a fresh application may be made after the 
lapse of one year from the date of notification of refusal of the appeal and in this case that period 
has now elapsed.

02/10/2018WRJ00500School Meals Programme

02/10/2018WRJ00600210. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if envi-
ronmental guidelines for the provision of school lunches (details supplied) have been investi-
gated; if this will be taken under consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39442/18]

02/10/2018WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the provisions of the 
Education Act 1998, the Board of Management is the body charged with the direct governance 
of a school.  It is therefore a matter for each school to devise guidelines around the variants of 
food that are available on the school premises. 

The School Meals Programme is operated by my colleague, the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and provides funding towards the provision of food to some 1,580 
schools and organisations.  All aspects of the operation of the school meals projects, including 
the choice of the school meals supplier, and whether packaging is considered as part of the pro-
curement process, is the responsibility of the school board of management. 

Schools at primary and post primary level can apply to be a part of the Green Schools Pro-
gramme.  This promotes long-term, whole-school action for the environment.  Green-Schools 
is a student-led programme with involvement from the wider community.  The programme is 
operated and co-ordinated by the Environmental Education Unit of An Taisce (FEE member 
for Ireland). 

 I understand that my colleague the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment is working with Local Authorities to roll out an education programme on the recycling 
of all waste, including plastics.  This Recycling Ambassadors Programme will comprise of 650 
workshops on how to recycle properly for community groups and workplaces and information 
on this programme can be found at www.voiceireland.org/rap  /

The EU Commission also recently published its European Strategy for Plastics in January 
2018.  This strategy focuses on plastics production and use and sets a goal of ensuring all plastic 
packaging produced in the EU is recyclable by 2030.  I also understand that my colleague the 
Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment is working with the EU and 
other Member States to see how this country can play its part in meeting the ambition of this 
Strategy.

02/10/2018WRJ00750Schools Building Projects Status

02/10/2018WRJ00900211. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline for 
the building of the new school in southern areas of Swords, County Dublin; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39496/18]

02/10/2018WRJ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, a 
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new primary school for South Swords was included in the 42 new schools I recently announced.

A site identification process in respect of this new school is currently underway.  In line with 
the policy on the use of state assets (Department of Public Expenditure and Reform Circulars 
11/15 and 17/16), my Department will be seeking to maximise the use of sites already in my 
ownership and of available properties in the ownership of other State bodies, where these are 
considered suitable.  In addition as part of my Department’s ongoing engagement with Local 
Authorities in respect of statutory planning processes and under the MoU on school site acqui-
sitions, my Department is examining all potential suitable site options, including appropriately 
zoned sites, to serve the relevant area. 

A decision regarding the permanent location of the school in South Swords will be made at 
the earliest possible date. 

The school will open in September 2019 in interim accommodation, pending the delivery of 
its permanent school building. 

02/10/2018WRJ01100Schools Building Projects

02/10/2018WRJ01200212. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to plans for a school in Swords on the lands at Fosterstown; if this project is 
linked to the plans for MetroLink; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39497/18]

02/10/2018WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, my Department is among the prescribed bodies with whom local authorities are obliged 
to liaise in respect of statutory planning processes such as those for Fosterstown.  My Depart-
ment engages with local authorities throughout these statutory planning processes with a view 
to ensuring adequate provision for school sites in the relevant area, based on projected popula-
tion. 

Within the Fosterstown Local Area Plan 2010-2016 (extended) provision was made for a 
primary school site to meet the projected school place requirements within that area, should the 
proposed residential development materialise.  Fingal County Council is currently preparing to 
draft a new Masterplan for the area and Department officials are liaising with local authority 
officials with a view to ensuring that future school requirements are adequately provided for 
within that Plan.

02/10/2018WRJ01400Schools Building Projects Status

02/10/2018WRJ01500213. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 66 of 22 May 2018, if there is a problem with the sites for the new proposed 
schools in Swords, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39523/18]

02/10/2018WRJ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, I 
recently announced the opening of 42 new schools over the next 4 years.  This announcement 
followed nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the current and 
future need for primary and post-primary school places across the country.  This announcement 
included two new primary schools for Swords: one in North Swords and one in South Swords.

A site currently in my ownership in Mooretown, Swords has recently been granted planning 
permission in respect of the provision of permanent accommodation for Swords Community 
College.  This planning permission also provides for a primary school on this site and it is in-
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tended to locate the new primary school announced for North Swords on this property.  

A site identification process in respect of the new primary school announced for South 
Swords is currently underway.  In line with the policy on the use of state assets (Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform Circulars 11/15 and 17/16), my Department will be seeking to 
maximise the use of sites already in my ownership and of available properties in the ownership 
of other State bodies, where these are considered suitable.  In addition as part of my Depart-
ment’s ongoing engagement with Local Authorities in respect of statutory planning processes 
and under the MoU on school site acquisitions, my Department is examining all potential suit-
able site options, including appropriately zoned sites, to serve the relevant area. 

A decision regarding the location of the school in South Swords will be made at the earliest 
possible date.

02/10/2018WRJ01700Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRJ01800214. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of each 
seminar held on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 by his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39581/18]

02/10/2018WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The launch by my De-
partment of the capital investment in education as part of Project Ireland 2040 was held on 14 
September 2018 at Coláiste Ghlór na Mara, Balbriggan.  I was in attendance with the Taoiseach 
Leo Varadkar, T.D., the Minister of State for Higher Education Mary Mitchell O’Connor, T.D., 
and the Minister of State for Training, Skills, Innovation, Research and Development John Hal-
ligan, T.D.

Invoices for arrangement costs have not been submitted to the Department as yet and like-
wise a small number of travel claims have still to be submitted and processed.

02/10/2018WRJ02000Schools Site Acquisitions

02/10/2018WRJ02100215. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the stage plans are at 
to locate a suitable site for the development of a new school in Newtownmountkennedy, County 
Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39594/18]

02/10/2018WRJ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
my recent announcement of 42 new schools included a new primary school to open in New-
townmountkennedy in 2019.  A site identification process in respect of the permanent location 
of this school is currently underway.

02/10/2018WRJ02300Summer Works Scheme

02/10/2018WRJ02400216. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if financial 
assistance will be provided to a project at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39602/18]

02/10/2018WRJ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question applied for funding under the Summer Works Scheme, Category 10 
- External Environment Works to upgrade the school’s play area.
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I am pleased to advise the Deputy that my Department is currently assessing the remaining 
applications, Categories 7-10, under Summer Woks Scheme 2016 - 2017, which will be deliv-
ered in 2019.  The application from the school in question will be considered in this context.  

02/10/2018WRJ02600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/10/2018WRJ02700217. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if SNA support 
for a person (details supplied) will be reinstated with immediate effect; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39629/18]

02/10/2018WRJ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on the Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA sup-
port will receive access to such support.  

By the end of this year, there will be a total of 15,000 Special Needs Assistants working in 
our schools, a 42% increase on 2011. 

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support on the grounds that Department policy was 
not met in accordance with Circular 0030/2014. 

Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school considers that the NCSE, in applying 
Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level of SNA support to the school to meet 
the care needs of the children concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2018/19, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE. 

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply.

02/10/2018WRJ02900Public Relations Contracts Expenditure
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02/10/2018WRJ03000218. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
spent by his Department on third party public relations advice, communications advice, online 
advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and company engaged 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39637/18]

02/10/2018WRJ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department did not 
incur any expenditure on external public relations or communications advice to date in 2018.

The Department did incur expenditure on advertising in 2018, however, it was not related to 
the categories outlined in your enquiry.

In March 2018, a sum of €4,500.00 was expended on a public awareness video funded by 
the European Social Fund Managing Authority, which is within my Department, for the Na-
tional Association of Youthreach Coordinators.  Youthreach is co-funded by the Government 
of Ireland, the European Social Fund and the Youth Employment Initiative as part of the ESF 
Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning 2014-2020.  The video was show at a 
conference held to mark the 60th anniversary of the ESF and was subsequently communicated 
through social media channels.  It is available to view on the ESF website, www.esf.ie.  This is 
in line with Article 115 of the Common Provisions Regulation (EU) 1303/2013 which requires 
that Member States and managing authorities undertake activities to publicise “the role and 
achievements of cohesion policy and of the Funds through information and communications 
actions”.

02/10/2018WRJ03200Education and Training Boards

02/10/2018WRJ03300219. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans or 
intended use for a building (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39648/18]

02/10/2018WRJ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the building in question is not in the ownership of my Department.  The owner of the build-
ing is Kildare Wicklow Education and Training Board. 

02/10/2018WRJ03500Maternity Protection Entitlements

02/10/2018WRJ03600220. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if circular 
0060/2018 on breastfeeding breaks for registered teachers in recognised primary and post-pri-
mary schools apply to special needs assistants, SNAs; if not, his plans to extend the same provi-
sion to SNAs working in recognised primary and post-primary schools; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39649/18]

02/10/2018WRJ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Circular letter 17/2013, is-
sued by my Department, deals with the Maternity Protection entitlements, including provision 
for breastfeeding, for Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) in Recognised Primary and Post-Pri-
mary Schools.  Paragraph 14.1 of Circular 0017/2013 states: “Within a twenty six week period 
after the birth of the child, a special needs assistant who has returned to work is entitled to one 
hour per day for the purpose of breastfeeding. The time off, without loss of pay, may be taken as 
follows:(a) one break of 60 minutes, or(b) two breaks of 30 minutes each, or(c) three breaks of 
20 minutes each.”Following consultation with school and staff representatives my Department 
recently issued Circular 60/2018 which increased the entitlement to breastfeeding breaks for 
teachers.  Consideration is now being given to a similar provision for SNAs.
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02/10/2018WRJ03800Schools Administration

02/10/2018WRJ03900221. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of an appeal by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39661/18]

02/10/2018WRJ04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform 
the Deputy that the appeal from the school to which he refers has been successful.  The school 
authority has been informed of this outcome.

02/10/2018WRJ04100Pupil-Teacher Ratio

02/10/2018WRJ04200222. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to reduce 
the quota of students to teacher ratio for two teacher schools (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39672/18]

02/10/2018WRJ04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): While Budget 2012 in-
creased the appointment and retention ratios for small schools (i.e., schools with up to four 
classroom teachers), several improvements have been made to the staffing of these schools 
recently. 

In the 2015/16 school year improved retention thresholds for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th classroom 
teacher and also improved appointment and retention thresholds for two-teacher schools situ-
ated 8km or more from the nearest school of the same type of patronage and/or language of 
instruction were implemented.  In addition, Budget 2016 announced a 1 point improvement to 
the primary staffing schedule with this improvement implemented in the 2016/17 school year. 

Budget 2017 announced two adjustments in relation to one teacher schools.  Where the 
school is the sole primary school on an island the school will be able to appoint a second 
teacher.  In relation to single teacher schools generally with an enrolment of 15 or more pupils 
the school can apply to the staffing appeal board for a second post where the single teacher has 
children across 6 or more class groups.  

Improvements to the staffing schedule announced in Budget 2018 brings the teacher allo-
cation ratio in all primary schools to the most favourable ever seen at primary level and these 
improvements were introduced in the current school year.

The staffing process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staffing appeal 
under certain criteria, including small schools that were affected by the Budget 2012 changes, 
to the Primary Staffing Appeals Board. 

Any additional improvement in the pupil teacher ratio would have to be considered as part 
of the  annual budgetary process, alongside the many other demands from the education sector.     
Question No. 223 withdrawn.

02/10/2018WRJ04400School Patronage

02/10/2018WRJ04500224. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has 
been made regarding the patronage process for the new regional school solution for Drogheda 
and Laytown; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39683/18]

02/10/2018WRJ04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
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aware, the Government recently announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over 
the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new 600 pupil post-primary school to be estab-
lished in 2019 to serve the Drogheda and Laytown school planning areas as a regional solution.  
This announcement follows nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department 
into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year 
horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infra-
structure. 

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons.  Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school 
planning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these ar-
eas, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process.  

An Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) has been developed by my Department to 
provide objective information to all parents which will allow them to make an informed choice 
about their preferred model of patronage for their child’s education.  Parental preferences were 
previously collected based on direct engagement with patron bodies. 

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG).  Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG will submit a report with recommendations to me 
for consideration and final decision. 

The Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) opened in June 2018 for the four post-prima-
ry schools to be established in 2019, including the new 600 pupil school to serve the Drogheda 
and Laytown school planning areas.  My Department is currently preparing assessment reports 
for the NSEG and it is anticipated that the successful patrons will be announced later in October 
2018.  The assessment reports, including details on the number of parental preferences received 
for each of the areas and the NSEG recommendations, will be made available on my Depart-
ment’s website.

02/10/2018WRJ04700School Accommodation Provision

02/10/2018WRJ04800225. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an appli-
cation by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39696/18]

02/10/2018WRJ04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to advise 
the Deputy that my Department has recently approved funding for the provision of additional 
accommodation at the school in question.  The school authority has been advised accordingly. 

02/10/2018WRJ05000Education and Training Boards

02/10/2018WRJ05100226. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
proposed LMETB headquarters in Drogheda; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39716/18]

02/10/2018WRJ05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the project to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to the local Education and 
Training Board (LMETB).  

Issues related primarily to design that have arisen with this project are in the final stages 
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of being addressed.  A change in the brief for the project with consequent design alterations is 
required in that context.  The re-tendering of the project is also required and we hope this can 
proceed shortly. 

02/10/2018WRJ05300Capitation Grants

02/10/2018WRJ05400227. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the capitation 
grant awarded to a school (details supplied) will be reviewed based on the circumstances out-
lined. [39717/18]

02/10/2018WRJ05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Funding for primary and 
post-primary schools is dealt with on a per capita basis.  The two main grants are the capitation 
grant to cater for day to day running costs such as heating, lighting, cleaning, insurance, general 
up-keep etc., and the ancillary services grant to cater for the cost of employing services staff.  
The school referred to by the Deputy received a capitation grant which amounted to €22,617 
and ancillary grant which amounted to €45,828 in 2018.

Schools are permitted to regard the capitation and ancillary grant as a combined grant.

Responsibility for procurement of insurance and payment of same rests with Board of Man-
agement in respect of schools operated by them.  If a particular school has a query in relation to 
the cost of insurance it should raise this directly with its insurance provider.  Boards of Manage-
ment should take a proactive approach when it comes to sourcing insurance in order to ensure 
best value is obtained and to ensure compliance with public procurement procedures.  The 
Schools Procurement Unit, which has a national remit, is available to advise and assist schools 
in relation to procurement matters.  

Issues relating specifically to insurance costs in special schools were brought to my atten-
tion through correspondence received from a number of special schools and through discussions 
with the National Association of Boards of Management in Special Education (NABMSE).

I am advised that general increases in costs this year were due, in some instances, to an 
annual increase in insurance costs generally and in some cases, an increase in claims against 
special schools.

02/10/2018WRK00200Schools Building Projects Status

02/10/2018WRK00300228. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of building 
works at a school (details supplied). [39718/18]

02/10/2018WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the school in question is included on my Department’s 6 Year Capital 
Programme.

I wish to inform the Deputy that the project is progressing to the architectural planning stage 
and is expected to be delivered by an external agency to my Department. The school is aware of 
the position. Arrangements are currently being made in this regard and my Department will be 
in further contact with the school when these arrangements have been finalised.

02/10/2018WRK00500SOLAS Training and Education Programmes Provision
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02/10/2018WRK00600229. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether SOLAS should operate workshops in secondary schools for pre-junior certificate stu-
dents in order to better identify children who may wish to participate in an apprenticeship; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39719/18]

02/10/2018WRK00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
It is important that all students develop their consideration of career options through their post 
primary schooling.  The wide range of opportunities offered through the apprenticeship pro-
gramme should be a key part of this process.

As the deputy will know, the Government are currently expanding the range of programmes 
on offer beyond the craft apprenticeships into areas such as financial services, ICT, hospitality, 
biopharma and logistics. 

My Department has commissioned Indecon International Consultants to carry out an inde-
pendent review on career guidance which will be completed shortly.  The review will examine 
the quality and range of information and resources available to students in schools and other 
settings.  This will include an examination of how apprenticeship opportunities are presented 
to students in our schools.

As set out in the Action Plan to Expand Apprenticeship and Traineeship in Ireland, SOLAS 
is currently reviewing pathways to participation in apprenticeship.  The review will identify 
any barriers that may exist to participation in an apprenticeship programme. The importance of 
the role of schools at second level in promoting apprenticeship opportunities, and in particular 
the role of guidance counsellors are being looked at in the context of the review, which will be 
published shortly.

Furthermore, a national promotional campaign, Generation Apprenticeship, has been un-
derway since May 2017, led by the Apprenticeship Council and with co-ordination support 
from SOLAS.  The campaign promotes apprenticeship on TV and radio along with social me-
dia platforms that include Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook and Instagram. It has been designed to 
inform parents, teachers and potential apprentices on the career paths and further educational 
opportunities arising from apprenticeship programmes.  In addition, the staff of Education & 
Training Boards play a critical role in promoting apprenticeship by visiting employers, schools 
and attending career fairs.

02/10/2018WRK00800Insurance Costs

02/10/2018WRK00900230. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps taken to 
tackle the increased cost of insurance for schools; and the effect he envisages that these steps 
will have. [39722/18]

02/10/2018WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Responsibility for procure-
ment of insurance and payment of same rests with Boards of Management in respect of schools 
operated by them.  If a particular school has a query in relation to the cost of insurance it should 
raise this directly with its insurance provider.

Boards of Management should take a proactive approach when it comes to sourcing insur-
ance in order to ensure best value is obtained and to ensure compliance with public procurement 
procedures. 

The Schools Procurement Unit which has a national remit is available to advise and assist 
schools in relation to procurement matters. 
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02/10/2018WRK01100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/10/2018WRK01200231. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to improve 
the provision of resources, particularly special needs assistants or classroom assistants, for a 
school (details supplied). [39736/18]

02/10/2018WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on the Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA sup-
port will receive access to such support.  

By the end of this year, there will be a total of 15,000 Special Needs Assistants working in 
our schools, a 42% increase on 2011. 

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support on the grounds that Department policy was 
not met in accordance with Circular 0030/2014. 

Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school considers that the NCSE, in applying 
Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level of SNA support to the school to meet 
the care needs of the children concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2018/19, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. 

02/10/2018WRK01400Apprenticeship Programmes

02/10/2018WRK01500232. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the esti-
mated full-year cost if the budget for apprenticeship training was increased by 15%. [39744/18]

02/10/2018WRK01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
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The 2018 budget allocation for apprenticeship training is €122m and consequently the cost to 
increase this by 15% would be an additional €18.3m in a full year.

02/10/2018WRK01700Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

02/10/2018WRK01800233. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will 
next meet the CEO of Caranua; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39772/18]

02/10/2018WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I have no scheduled meet-
ing with the acting Chief Executive of Caranua at present. Officials of my Department meet reg-
ularly with both the Chair and Chief Executive of the organisation to discuss relevant matters.

02/10/2018WRK02000Education Policy

02/10/2018WRK02100234. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position on 
the need for regulation of restraint or seclusion in educational settings; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39858/18]

02/10/2018WRK02200235. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the monitoring 
and oversight arrangements for the use of restraint or seclusion in educational or school trans-
port settings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39859/18]

02/10/2018WRK02300236. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
complaints received in 2018 about the use of restraint and-or seclusion in educational settings; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39860/18]

02/10/2018WRK02400237. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the de-
velopment of guidelines for schools on the specific issue of restraint or intervention. [39861/18]

02/10/2018WRK02500238. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the impact of 
the use of restraint or intervention in educational settings has been examined; if so, the results 
of this examination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39862/18]

02/10/2018WRK02600253. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline 
for the introduction of best practice guidelines for schools on the use of restraint or interven-
tion when responding in circumstances in which students pose an immediate threat of harm to 
themselves or others; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39980/18]

02/10/2018WRK02700257. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to issue 
guidelines to schools on students who pose an immediate threat of harm to themselves or oth-
ers; when guidelines will be issued to schools to assist teachers responding in such circum-
stances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40051/18]

02/10/2018WRK02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 234 to 238, inclusive, 253 and 257 together.

The Board of Management of each school is responsible for the care and safety of all of 
the pupils in their school. Schools should supervise and support children who are distressed or 
out of control until they have recovered and are able to re-engage in the classroom. In some 
circumstances this may mean the temporary removal of a child from the environment where the 
problems have arisen. Schools are not required to report on such interventions. Schools owe a 
duty of care to all their students and any action taken in relation to managing behaviour must 
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be proportionate.

The National Educational Welfare Board, which is now under the aegis of the Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs, has developed guidelines for schools on Codes of Behaviour. The 
guidance document on Developing a Code of Behaviour advises that specialised behaviour 
management strategies, such as the use of restraint, should not be used without expert advice, 
training and monitoring. In particular, the guidelines point to certain sanctions which are re-
garded as inappropriate, including leaving a student in an unsupervised situation while in the 
care of the school. All parents must be made aware of behaviour management strategies em-
ployed by the school.

Schools may seek advice from their local National Educational Psychological Services psy-
chologist, from the NCSE’s Support Service which includes Special Educational Needs Organ-
isers, the National Behavioural Support Service and the Special Education Support Service, as 
to how children with behavioural needs can best be supported in school.

A range of guidance is available for schools in relation to the management of student behav-
iour. The Department published Guidelines for Supporting Pupils with Behavioural, Emotional, 
and Social Difficulties, which is available on the Department’s website, www.education.ie. The 
National Educational Psychological Services document Behavioural, Emotional and Social 
Difficulties – A Continuum of Support also provides advice for teachers, including some advice 
on the use of “time out” procedures in the classroom.

Training is available for schools in relation to the provision of support for children with 
special educational needs from the NCSE’s Regional Service. The Special Education Support 
Service can, as part of their designated training modules, provide guidance for schools in rela-
tion to the management of difficult behaviour.

Following a request by the Department for policy advice from the NCSE, which provided 
recommendations in relation to crisis situations and complex behavioural needs, work on devel-
oping guidelines for school is underway. The Department will engage with education partners 
on these in the coming months. It is anticipated that the guidelines will be finalised by the end 
of this school year. The guidelines will assist schools in responding in circumstances where 
students pose an immediate threat of harm to themselves or others.

The guidelines will be underpinned by the principles that restraint intervention is never 
used for the purposes of discipline; that it should be applied proportionately and should last 
only as long as is necessary to de-escalate the situation. The guidelines will also underline the 
importance of continued supervision of children during a crisis period including matters related 
to behaviour. It is also expected that the guidelines will underline the importance of recording 
such incidents and how they are managed.

Where a parent, or any other person, has concerns about the care or safety of a child in 
school they should report these concerns to the Board of Management of the school in the first 
instance.

Where a parent or other person has a concern about the welfare or protection of a child in a 
school they may report the matter as a child protection concern to Tusla or to the Department of 
Education and Skills who will then report any child protection complaint in accordance with the 
Department’s procedures. The Department has, to date in 2018, received one complaint which 
referenced a child protection concern relating to restraint and this complaint was dealt with in 
accordance with Departmental procedures, including referral to Tusla.
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02/10/2018WRK03300Capitation Grants

02/10/2018WRK03400239. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of increasing the cap for capitation payments to schools to €550, €600 and €650, respectively; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39863/18]

02/10/2018WRK03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department attempted 
to contact your office to seek clarification regarding your question. If you can provide further 
information regarding the information you are seeking, my department will attempt to be of 
assistance. 

I recognise the need to improve capitation funding for schools, having regard to the reduc-
tions that were necessary over recent years.

Restoring capitation funding as resources permit is one of the actions included in the Action 
Plan for Education and I remain committed to achieving this. However, I must be prudent in the 
context of ongoing budgetary pressures and prioritise where it is not possible to do everything 
that I would like to do in the education sector in any one year. In that regard it is critical that 
any additional resources that are available in the education sector are utilised in such a way as 
to maximise teaching and learning outcomes.

The Deputy will be aware that Budget 2018 marked the second year of major reinvestment 
in the education sector, as we continue to implement the Action Plan for Education, which has 
the central aim to make the Irish Education and Training service the best in Europe within a 
decade.  In 2018, the budget for the Department of Education increased by €554 million to over 
€10 billion. Through budget 2017 and Budget 2018, we are now investing €1 billion more in 
education.

Improvements have been made for the restoration of grant funding that is used by schools to 
fund the salaries of ancillary staff.  The ancillary grant was increased by €6 in 2016, €5 in 2017 
and €5 in 2018, in order to enable primary schools to implement the arbitration salary increase 
for grant funded school secretaries and caretakers and to also implement the restoration of sal-
ary for cleaners arising from the unwinding of FEMPI legislation.  A similar type approach in 
relation to improvements in grant funding was applied, as appropriate, as post-primary level.

02/10/2018WRK03600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/10/2018WRK03700240. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of implementing the National Council for Special Education’s policy advice on educational 
provision for children with autistic spectrum disorders by extending the level of capitation to 
post-primary schools on the same basis as that which applies to primary schools with special 
classes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39864/18]

02/10/2018WRK03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Capitation funding is in-
tended to contribute towards the cost of heating, lighting, cleaning, insurance, general up-keep 
and general teaching aids required in schools. 

The primary school capitation grant is €170 per pupil, subject to a minimum grant equiva-
lent to 60 pupils. Enhanced rates are payable to Special Schools and Special Classes attached to 
mainstream primary schools, the rates are determined by the special education needs category 
of the class. The enhanced capitation rate for primary ASD special classes is €840 per pupil 
(inclusive of the mainstream rate of €170). 
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The funding arrangements made by my Department for second level schools reflect the 
sectoral division of our second-level system. At the core of all arrangements is reliance upon 
capitation as the principal determinant of funding.

The standard per capita grant for voluntary secondary schools is €296 per pupil. At Post 
Primary level, an additional enhanced capitation grant of €190 per pupil is currently only paid 
in respect of pupils enrolled in special classes for mild or moderate general learning disability.

The Deputy may be aware that the National Council for Special Education’s Policy Advice 
on Educational Provision for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (2016) included a rec-
ommendation to extend the enhanced level of capitation grant to post-primary schools with 
special classes on the same basis as primary schools to assist them with the increased running 
costs associated with these classes. The estimated cost of implementing this recommendation 
for the current school year is approximately €1.1m.

My Department has convened an Implementation Group with representatives of the NCSE, 
NEPS, the Inspectorate and representatives from other Departments and agencies to ensure that 
the Report’s recommendations are fully and appropriately considered.  

While a number of the recommendations have already been partially or substantially imple-
mented, work is planned on the implementation of the remaining recommendations. 

I have asked my officials to prepare a progress report setting out expected timeframes for 
full implementation and I expect that report in the coming weeks.

02/10/2018WRK03900Emergency Works Scheme Applications

02/10/2018WRK04000241. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application by a school (details supplied) submitted in July 2018. [39869/18]

02/10/2018WRK04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers submitted an application for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works 
Scheme to address a number of issues at the school some of which are complicated.  The ap-
plication required to be examined by my Department’s Professional and Technical staff.  This 
examination is nearing completion and my Department expects to be in contact with the school 
shortly with an outcome to its application.

02/10/2018WRK04200School Transport Eligibility

02/10/2018WRK04300242. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of ineli-
gible children refused school transport in County Wexford in each of the years from 2015 to 
2017 and to date in 2018. [39878/18]

02/10/2018WRK04400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

In the 2017/18 school year over 117,000 children, including over 12,000 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at 
a total cost of almost €190 million in 2017.
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Under the terms of the Primary and Post-Primary Transport Schemes, children are generally 
eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criteria and are attending their nearest 
school.

Children who are eligible for school transport and who have completed the application pro-
cess on time have been accommodated on school transport services for the current school year 
where such services are in operation.  

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only and will be facilitated where spare seats are available after eligible children have 
been accommodated. Where the number of ineligible children exceeds the number of spare 
seats available Bus Éireann will allocate tickets for the spare seats using an agreed selection 
process.

Bus Éireann has provided information on the number of ineligible children in County Wex-
ford who completed the application process on time and who were not allocated seats in the last 
four years, as per the detail in the table:

 Year. Number of Children.
2015 3
2016 5
2017 19
2018 22
The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.

02/10/2018WRK04500School Funding

02/10/2018WRK04600243. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding avail-
able in a case (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39885/18]

02/10/2018WRK04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I want to acknowledge the 
hard work and dedication of the school, the students and parents in competing at this interna-
tional event.  Unfortunately, however, the Department has no provision available to assist in the 
costs of travel.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish the students every success at the event.

02/10/2018WRK04800Pupil-Teacher Ratio

02/10/2018WRK04900244. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress a matter (details supplied) regarding the pupil-teacher ratio in small schools; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39887/18]

02/10/2018WRK05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): While Budget 2012 in-
creased the appointment and retention ratios for small schools (i.e., schools with up to four 
classroom teachers), several improvements have been made to the staffing of these schools 
recently. 

In the 2015/16 school year improved retention thresholds for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th classroom 
teacher and also improved appointment and retention thresholds for two-teacher schools situ-
ated 8km or more from the nearest school of the same type of patronage and/or language of 
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instruction were implemented.  In addition, Budget 2016 announced a 1 point improvement to 
the primary staffing schedule with this improvement implemented in the 2016/17 school year. 

Budget 2017 announced two adjustments in relation to one teacher schools. Where the 
school is the sole primary school on an island the school will be able to appoint a second 
teacher.  In relation to single teacher schools generally with an enrolment of 15 or more pupils 
the school can apply to the staffing appeal board for a second post where the single teacher has 
children across 6 or more class groups.  

Improvements to the staffing schedule announced in Budget 2018 brings the teacher allo-
cation ratio in all primary schools to the most favourable ever seen at primary level and these 
improvements were introduced in the current school year.

The staffing process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staffing appeal 
under certain criteria, including small schools that were affected by the Budget 2012 changes, 
to the Primary Staffing Appeals Board. 

Any additional improvement in the pupil teacher ratio would have to be considered as part 
of the next annual budgetary process, alongside the many other demands from the education 
sector. 

02/10/2018WRK05100Pupil-Teacher Ratio

02/10/2018WRK05200245. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the assistance that 
can be provided to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39930/18]

02/10/2018WRK05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The criteria used for the 
allocation of teaching posts is published annually on the Department website. The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30th September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. 

My Department is currently finalising staffing in primary schools for the current school year.  

Staffing arrangements for primary schools for the 2019/20 school year will be published in 
February next year.  The staffing arrangements include an appeals mechanism for schools to 
submit a staffing appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. Details of the 
appeal process for staffing in the 2019/20 school year will be published alongside the staffing 
arrangements next February.

At that stage, schools will be able to establish their staffing for September 2019 and submit 
a staffing appeal if required.

02/10/2018WRL00200School Textbooks

02/10/2018WRL00300246. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Education and Skills the process 
for verification of school textbook content prior to being certified as suitable or accurate in de-
tail by his Department or the National Competitiveness Council; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39934/18]
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02/10/2018WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department of Educa-
tion and Skills does not endorse any particular product or publication, including textbooks. The 
decisions on which textbooks and other resources to use in primary and post-primary schools 
are taken at school level. The decision on which text most appropriately covers the curriculum 
rests within the school itself.   

Textbooks are commissioned and published by educational publishers, and schools select 
their books from those available from a number of publishers. 

02/10/2018WRL00500Schools Building Projects Status

02/10/2018WRL00600247. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of school 
building projects in County Wicklow; the timeline for completion of same in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39945/18]

02/10/2018WRL00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the current status of large-scale projects, including those in County Wicklow, being deliv-
ered under the school building programme may be viewed on my Department’s website, www.
education.gov.ie and this is updated monthly.  A list of large scale projects completed from 2010 
to date may also be viewed on the website. 

02/10/2018WRL00800School Accommodation Provision

02/10/2018WRL00900248. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
increase the capacity of a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39950/18]

02/10/2018WRL01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department provides 
for a range of placement options and supports for schools, which have enrolled students with 
special educational needs, in order to ensure that wherever a child is enrolled, s/he will have 
access to an appropriate education.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which is a separate independent statu-
tory body, plans and co-ordinates the provision of education and support services to children 
with special educational needs, in consultation with the relevant education partners and the 
Health Service Executive (HSE).

The NCSE is aware of emerging need from year to year, and where special provision, in-
cluding special class or special school provision, is required, it is planned and established to 
meet that need. This is an on-going process.

The NCSE has advised my Department that there is an emerging need for additional Special 
School placement options in the Kildare area.

As the Deputy is aware, a new school building for the school referred to by the Deputy is 
included in my Department’s six year construction programme. 

The project is currently at site identification stage and my Department is engaging with 
Kildare County Council on this matter.  A decision on the new school’s capacity will be made 
when the site has been identified and the project brief developed.  My Department will liaise 
with the school authorities in this regard.
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In the interim, the NCSE is working with the Board of Management of the school in relation 
to expanding provision in the existing school site. The Board of Management of the school can 
apply to my Department for capital funding if the school is not a position to accommodate ad-
ditional placements within its existing accommodation.

My Department continues to work with the NCSE to ensure that there is appropriate plan-
ning in place to ensure that all children who require special class placements can access such 
placements in schools within their communities.  

02/10/2018WRL01100School Curriculum

02/10/2018WRL01200249. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
make history a compulsory subject for the junior cycle curriculum; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39972/18]

02/10/2018WRL01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): When schools are imple-
menting the new Framework for Junior Cycle, they have the autonomy and flexibility to design 
programmes within the parameters of the framework, mindful in particular of the needs of their 
students and their teaching resources.  I am in favour of leaving the decisions on what is offered 
to the discretion of the school, and of students having as broad a range of options to choose 
from as possible.

Because the total number of full subjects which can be done for assessment in junior cycle 
is ten, it is likely that schools will retain most or all of their current subjects in their junior cycle 
going forward. 

Currently, over 90% of students choose History, although it is compulsory only in voluntary 
secondary schools, not much more than half our post-primary schools. Curriculum choice is 
important in motivating students to learn and to remain in school to completion of senior cycle. 

Schools across all sectors offer History. History teachers attract students to their subject 
through their own love and passion for History, and by engaging the natural curiosity of their 
students in, for example, the lives of people, the origins of the modern world and in objects 
and documents from the past.  History is generally the 5th most popular subject in the Junior 
Certificate examination.

I have every confidence that, through the implementation of the Framework for Junior Cy-
cle the place of History will be retained and given a new impetus across the junior cycle cur-
riculum.  A new specification for Junior Cycle History has been developed by the NCCA. This 
involved extensive consultation with key stakeholders and the public, which finished recently, 
during which over 200 submissions were received.  The new specification has been introduced 
in all schools from September 2018.  

The Leaving Certificate History syllabus attracts about 25% of the total cohort of students. 
The aim is to make the new specification for Junior Cycle History more attractive, so young 
people can see it as a realistic option, rather than focusing on learning content by heart.  Many 
people believe that uptake in senior cycle could be improved if the junior cycle History was 
made more attractive, more relevant and perhaps less of a race against time.

In the new Framework for Junior Cycle, all schools are expected to provide opportunities for 
students to achieve 24 statements of learning over the period of junior cycle.  These statements 
include valuing local, national and international heritage and understanding the importance of 
the relationship between past and current events, the forces that drive change, and understand-
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ing the origins and impacts of social, economic and environmental aspects of the world around 
them.  Even where students do not take History as a full subject, it is to be hoped that opportuni-
ties to achieve such statements through other forms of historical study can be provided to them. 

The minimum time allocated for subjects such as History will be 200 hours over the three 
years of junior cycle, or the equivalent of three 40-minute periods per week over three years. 
For many schools, this will lead to an increased time provision for History as a subject, and it 
will no longer be nominally linked to Geography as previously.  This new minimum time stipu-
lation for History as a subject should allow not only for a deepening of a student’s historical 
knowledge but also of his or her ability to analyse, interpret, write and develop historical skills 
more thoroughly.  Those very skills, and attitudes, can indeed be hugely important in ensuring 
that students are able to understand and interpret all forms of history, news and current affairs 
too.

02/10/2018WRL01400Teacher Training Provision

02/10/2018WRL01500250. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consid-
eration has been given to providing persons who have a postgraduate qualification in prima-
ry school teaching with the option of a streamlined postgraduate programme in post-primary 
school teaching in order that those looking to retrain would not have to duplicate modules 
already undertaken. [39976/18]

02/10/2018WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): All initial teacher educa-
tion programmes, including the development of any streamlined programme as referred to by 
the Deputy, that lead to registration must have professional accreditation from the Teaching 
Council, based on the Council’s review and accreditation strategy and its accreditation criteria.  

Accordingly, it would be a matter for the HEI developing the programme to obtain profes-
sional accreditation from the Council.

In the circumstances referred to by the Deputy, the issue of duplicate modules or recogni-
tion of prior learning would be considered as part of the overall process for the development of 
such programmes.

02/10/2018WRL01700Special Educational Needs Staff

02/10/2018WRL01800251. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
allow special needs assistants to take unpaid leave for the purpose of undertaking teaching prac-
tice when retraining as primary or secondary school teachers. [39977/18]

02/10/2018WRL01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) are recruited specifically to assist in the care of pupils with disabilities, who have addi-
tional and significant care needs, in an educational context.  They may be appointed to a special 
school or a mainstream national school to assist school authorities in making suitable provision 
for a pupil or pupils with special care needs arising from a disability.  The first priority is that 
the care needs of the pupils are met on an ongoing basis during the school year. 

In June 2012, my Department, in conjunction with the School Management Bodies and the 
relevant Trade Unions, agreed a Career Break Scheme for Special Needs Assistants in Recog-
nised Primary and Post-Primary Schools, the provisions for which are contained in Circular 
Letter 22/2012.  The purpose of the Career Break Scheme is to enable employers, wherever 
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possible, to facilitate applicants to take time off to engage in, among other things, personal 
development and education (including teacher training).  This Scheme therefore is applicable 
for courses where participants are required to attend teaching practice and be absent from the 
provision of care duties for significant periods of time during the school year.

02/10/2018WRL02000Special Educational Needs Staff

02/10/2018WRL02100252. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if provision 
will be made to allow special needs assistants who are qualified as primary school teachers to 
work as full-time learning support teachers in post-primary schools with benefits and leave. 
[39978/18]

02/10/2018WRL02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The recruitment and ap-
pointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the individual school authority, sub-
ject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the 
Education (Amendment) Act 2012). 

In accordance with Department Circular 31/2011, schools are required to employ appro-
priately qualified and registered teachers and ensure that unemployed teachers should be of-
fered employment in preference to those who have retired. This Circular details a cascade of 
measures for the recruitment of teachers, prioritising registered teachers over retired registered 
teachers and unregistered people.

Question No. 253 answered with Question No. 234.

02/10/2018WRL02400Schools Building Projects Status

02/10/2018WRL02500254. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
application for a new school (details supplied); if it has now reached the stage of appointment of 
a preferred bidder; if in this context when construction will commence; the anticipated finalis-
ing date thereof; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39996/18]

02/10/2018WRL02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Letter of Intent for 
this school project issued on 21st September 2018.  The Letter of Acceptance appointing the 
contractor is expected to be issued in Quarter 4 of 2018 when all the necessary documentation 
has been received from the preferred bidder.  The project is expected to reach completion in Q3 
2019. 

02/10/2018WRL02700Schools Facilities

02/10/2018WRL02800255. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an audit has 
been carried out of those schools with vending machines in order to assess the income levels 
provided and determine the way in which schools can develop alternative sources of income; if 
not, the reason therefor; if the matter will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40048/18]

02/10/2018WRL02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the provisions of the 
Education Act 1998 the Board of Management is the body charged with the direct governance 
of a school.
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My Department is not aware if any audit has been carried out on those schools where vend-
ing machines have been installed by the school Board of Management.  It is a matter for each 
individual school to determine the nature of any fundraising activities that they become in-
volved in.

Restoring capitation funding as resources permit is one of the actions included in the Action 
Plan for Education and I remain committed to achieving this.  However, I must be prudent in the 
context of ongoing budgetary pressures and prioritise where it is not possible to do everything 
that I would like to do in the education sector in any one year. 

02/10/2018WRL03000Schools Facilities

02/10/2018WRL03100256. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a question will 
be included on the income levels provided to schools by vending machines as part of the life 
skills survey; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40049/18]

02/10/2018WRL03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Lifeskills Survey data 
provides important information which informs Departmental priorities and policies in the areas 
of health and wellbeing for students.  The findings from the survey highlight the work being 
done in schools to equip students with a range of essential lifeskills, including physical activity 
and healthy eating, aspects of Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) and Relationships 
and Sexuality Education (RSE), as well as addressing anti-bullying, substance use and road 
safety.

Previous surveys included a question relating to the availability of vending machines in 
schools.  This question is directly relevant to the promotion of healthy eating in schools.  The 
inclusion of a question regarding income levels provided to schools by vending machines is not, 
however, relevant to the topics explored in the Lifeskills survey and, therefore, a question on 
this will not be included in the 2018 survey. 

Question No. 257 answered with Question No. 234.

02/10/2018WRL03400Special Educational Needs Staff

02/10/2018WRL03500258. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to increase 
the number of special needs assistants for a school (details supplied). [40069/18]

02/10/2018WRL03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on the Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 
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SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA sup-
port will receive access to such support.  

By the end of this year, there will be a total of 15,000 Special Needs Assistants working in 
our schools, a 42% increase on 2011. 

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support on the grounds that Department policy was 
not met in accordance with Circular 0030/2014. 

Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school considers that the NCSE, in applying 
Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level of SNA support to the school to meet 
the care needs of the children concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2018/19, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may make a further application to the NCSE.  

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. 

02/10/2018WRL03700Schools Site Acquisitions

02/10/2018WRL03800259. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to lo-
cate a new school (details supplied) for the Castleknock and Carpenterstown area of Dublin 15 
at the Phoenix Park racecourse site; if his attention has been drawn to widespread local support 
for locating the school at this site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40071/18]

02/10/2018WRL03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
a project to deliver permanent accommodation for the new post primary school to serve Cas-
tleknock and Carpenterstown is included on my Department’s capital programme.

Officials in my Department continue to liaise with officials in Fingal County Council in ac-
cordance with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and acquisi-
tion of a suitable location for the school in question and have identified a preferred site option 
within the relevant school planning areas.  Negotiations with the landowner in respect of this 
proposed acquisition are currently ongoing.

In the interim the school will be accommodated from September 2018 at the former Institute 
of Horology property, Mill Road, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15 on a temporary basis. 

Due to commercial sensitivities relating to site acquisitions generally, the Deputy will ap-
preciate that I am not in a position to provide further details in relation to the permanent site 
for the school at this time but I can confirm that the school patron is being kept appraised of 
developments in respect of the site acquisition process.

02/10/2018WRL04000Departmental Expenditure



Questions - Written Answers

104

02/10/2018WRL04100260. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost 
of his Department’s stand at the National Ploughing Championships 2018; the number of staff 
deployed from his Department for the week; and the cost of same. [40351/18]

02/10/2018WRL04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department did not 
have a stand at the National Ploughing Championships. Two members of the Department’s 
staff, who work within the European Social Fund Managing Authority (ESF MA), attended as 
part of the European Commission’s Representation in Ireland tent, as did their colleagues from 
the European Regional Development Fund Managing Authorities. The purpose of the ESF MA 
staff’s attendance was to increase the visibility of the role of the European Social Fund in Ire-
land, and to provide relevant information to members of the public. This is in line with Article 
115 of the Common Provisions Regulation (EU) 1303/2013 which requires that Member States 
and managing authorities undertake activities to publicise “the role and achievements of cohe-
sion policy and of the Funds through information and communications actions….”. Travel and 
subsistence costs amounted to €1537.94.

02/10/2018WRL04300Work Permits Data

02/10/2018WRL04400261. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of permits 
that have been issued in the fishing industry under the atypical scheme from 1 January to 31 
August 2018; and the nationality of the fishers. [39510/18]

02/10/2018WRL04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by my of-
ficials in the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service (INIS) that the most recent figures 
available indicate that between 1 January 2018 and 31 August 2018 a total of 107 permits were 
issued to non-EEA nationals under the Atypical Working Scheme for Non-EEA Fishermen in 
the Irish Fishing Fleet. The nationality of same is set out in the table below:

Nationality Number of Permits Issued
Egypt 44
Philippines 50
Ghana 7
Indonesia 4
Sri Lanka 2
Total 107

02/10/2018WRL04600Garda Vetting

02/10/2018WRL04700262. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is compre-
hensive Garda vetting of applicant bus drivers seeking employment at a company (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39511/18]

02/10/2018WRL04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The primary purpose 
of the employment vetting carried out by An Garda Síochána is to seek to ensure the safety of 
children and vulnerable adults.  Vetting is carried out by the Garda National Vetting Bureau 
primarily in accordance with the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vul-
nerable Persons) Act 2012-2016.

The National Vetting Bureau carries out vetting for relevant organisations registered with it. 
A relevant organisation means a person (including a body corporate or an unincorporated body 
of persons) who employs, enters into a contract for services or permits any person to undertake 
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relevant work or activities, a necessary and regular part of which consists mainly of the person 
having access to, or contact with, children or vulnerable persons.

Relevant work in respect of bus drivers is set out under Schedule 1 to the Act and in this 
context vetting is required where a public service vehicle is being used only for the purpose of 
conveying children or vulnerable persons, not in respect of services which are available to the 
public at large.

02/10/2018WRL04900Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRL05000263. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the communications, 
press and public relations budget allocated to his Department for 2018; the way in which it is 
being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39376/18]

02/10/2018WRL05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department does not 
specifically allocate a budget to communications, press and public relations for any given year. 
The main exception to the above is Cosc - the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, 
Sexual and Gender-based Violence - which allocates a budget to the annual spend on its na-
tional campaign against domestic and sexual violence, “What Would You Do?”.  The budget 
allocated for 2018 is €1,100,000,   of which €535,404.53 has been spent to date. It is projected 
that the entire budget will be utilised by the end of the year.

All other external communications expenditure is typically taken from the funds allocated 
for the general administration of the Department.  The balance of this spend to date is €98,614, 
which has largely been spent on communications in relation to the Commission of Future Polic-
ing and anti-human trafficking initiatives. 

02/10/2018WRM00200Residency Permits

02/10/2018WRM00300264. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a copy of 
correspondence of 7 October 2015 confirming residency can issue to a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39411/18]

02/10/2018WRM00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
had his permission to remain in the State renewed for a three year period, to 25 October, 2018.  
This decision was conveyed in writing to the person concerned by letter dated 7 October, 2015.  
This communication advised the person concerned of the conditions attaching to his permission 
to remain and of the requirement that he attend at his local Garda Registration Office to have 
the registration process completed.  This person was also advised that future renewals of the 
permission to remain should be applied for two weeks in advance of the permission expiring to 
the local District Headquarters station.

This individual was also informed that the Certificate is an important document and should 
be kept safely along with the original leave to remain letter from the INIS.  It is the current 
policy of this department not to re-issue permission letters unless the original letter is returned 
to the department.  The letter has to date not been returned to this Department.  Therefore there 
is no onus on this department to re-issue the permission letter at this current time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
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INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/10/2018WRM00500Garda Vetting Applications

02/10/2018WRM00600265. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the reason an ap-
plication by a person (details supplied) for Garda vetting sent in June 2017 has not to date been 
processed will be investigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39425/18]

02/10/2018WRM00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the processing of vetting applications by the Garda National Vetting Bureau is an op-
erational matter for the Garda Authorities and is carried out in accordance with the provisions 
of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012-2016 and other 
relevant law. My Department has no role in the processing of individual vetting applications.

I am advised by the Garda Authorities that records at the Garda National Vetting Bureau 
indicate that no valid Garda vetting application has been received in respect of the person who 
is the subject of the Deputy’s Question.  In the circumstances, I would advise the person con-
cerned to contact the relevant Registered Organisation to ascertain the status of their vetting 
application.

02/10/2018WRM00800Visa Data

02/10/2018WRM00900266. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the waiting times 
for processing entry visas in the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service; and the way in 
which this compares to 12 months ago. [39444/18]

02/10/2018WRM01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Decisions regarding the 
grant or refusal of visas are made in a number of INIS Visa Offices overseas, the INIS Visa Of-
fice in Dublin, and at Embassies of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade which process 
certain visa applications under delegated sanction from my Department.

The processing times for visa decisions are published on the Visa pages of each Visa Office 
and Embassy website.  The following table sets out the processing dates as of 1 October, 2018 
and, for comparison, on 3 October, 2017 up to which applications received in the Dublin Visa 
Office had been processed.

Purpose of visa applications Processing Date as at 1 Oc-
tober 2018

Processing Date as at 3 Oc-
tober 2017

Visit 26 September 8 August
Business 10 September 14 September
Conference/Event 10 September 21 August
Join Family (under national 
legislation)

10 April 13 March

Join Family (EU Free Move-
ment)

See note below

Study 5 September 8 August
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Employment 10 September 18 September
Other* 10 September 21 August
*Includes training; exam; performance/tournament; and sundry applications.

It should be noted that target times for visa processing are established as a business target 
reflecting the detailed and often complex assessment required to be carried out in relation to 
applications and do not constitute a legal obligation.

I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that the visa service is currently experiencing an increase in the number of visa applications 
across most categories of persons wishing to come to Ireland for a variety of purposes and in 
line with increased economic activity generally.  Notwithstanding, processing times are on a par 
and in many cases have been significantly improved upon compared to those at the correspond-
ing date last year.  

The processing time at each office and location worldwide is determined by a number of 
factors, such as the volumes and complexity of applications, whether investigation is required 
or not, individual circumstances, peak application periods - now just coming off the busiest 
time of the year for visa applications generally - seasonal factors, and the resources available.  
While every effort is made to process applications as quickly as possible, processing times in-
evitably vary as a result.

In relation to applications under the Free Movement Directive (2004/38/EC), there had been 
an exponential increase from the second quarter of 2015 in the number of such applications.  
That gave rise to a caseload of around 10,500 applications which had to be assessed very care-
fully to ensure that any fraudulent applications or potential abuses of the Directive were de-
tected and dealt with appropriately.  Considerable progress has being made in that regard with 
the majority of these applications now processed.

The central concern, as with all visa services worldwide, in deciding on visa applications 
is to strike an appropriate balance between protecting the country’s vital national interests by 
maintaining an effective immigration regime while at the same time facilitating travel for those 
who meet the criteria.  Each visa application is therefore decided on its own merits taking all 
factors into account.

02/10/2018WRM01100Naturalisation Applications

02/10/2018WRM01200267. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a review 
of an application for naturalisation by a person (details supplied) will conclude; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39487/18]

02/10/2018WRM01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record of an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation on behalf of the person referred to by the Deputy.  
A determination on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to naturalisa-
tion can only be made after an application is received. 

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and 
when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Na-
tionality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, which governs the granting of Irish citizenship 
through naturalisation.
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Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, as well as the relevant appli-
cation forms, is available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie.  The website also contains 
guidance on the completion of an application for naturalisation and an on-line naturalisation 
residency calculator which individuals may find of assistance in establishing if the statutory 
residency requirements are met.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/10/2018WRM01400Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRM01500268. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of each 
seminar held on Project Ireland 2040, up to and including September 2018, by his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39587/18]

02/10/2018WRM01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department has not 
been responsible for any expenditure in connection with Project Ireland 2040 seminars.

02/10/2018WRM01700Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRM01800269. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
paid to a company (details supplied) from 1 January 2014 to 25 September 2018 for public rela-
tions advice, briefing notes and speech writing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39627/18]

02/10/2018WRM01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department has not 
incurred any costs in relation to the provision of briefing notes or speech-writing from the com-
pany mentioned since January 2014.  The following table details spend incurred in respect of 
communications advice with the company mentioned since 2014.

DATE COST PURPOSE
Jul-17 €2,691 Communications Strategy 

Development for the Irish 
Refugee Protection   Pro-
gramme

Oct-17 €24,221 Communications Strategy 
Development for the Irish   
Refugee Protection Pro-
gramme

TOTAL €26,912
A further €1,718 was paid to that company in respect of training courses for Departmental 

staff over the period in question, while the company was also paid €1,374 in respect of consul-
tancy and facilitation services for a meeting with the deaf community in February 2015.

In relation to the services referred to in the details supplied by the Deputy, I understand 
those costs were met through the Oireachtas Special Secretarial Allowance.
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02/10/2018WRM02000Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRM02100270. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
spent by his Department on third party public relations advice, communications advice, online 
advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and company engaged 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39643/18]

02/10/2018WRM02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The following table de-
tails relevant expenditure in my Department since January 2018.  The work contracted has 
allowed valuable public attention to be drawn to important issues such as human trafficking, 
domestic violence and the work of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland: 

Date Cost Name of Campaign / 
Purpose

Company/Organisa-
tion

01 January 2018 €7,000.00 Funding for 
UN.GIFT box cam-
paign, March 2017

Act to Prevent Traf-
ficking/Association 
of Missionaries and 
Religious of Ireland

17 January 2018 €29.52 Printing of A3/A4 
posters for public 
events - Commis-
sion on the Future of 
Policing in Ireland

Snap Charlemont

26 January 2018 €1,094.70 Advert for Commis-
sion on the Future of 
Policing in Ireland

Midlands 103

26 January 2018 €33.21 Printing of A3/A4 
posters for public 
events - Commis-
sion on the Future of 
Policing in Ireland

Snap Charlemont

29 January 2018 €1,377.60 Advert for Commis-
sion on the Future of 
Policing in Ireland

News UK & Ireland 
Limited

01 February 2018 €5,018.40 Media buying ser-
vices for National 
Awareness Cam-
paign on Domestic 
Violence

PHD Media (Ireland) 
Ltd

01 February 2018 €18,556.00 Creative advertising 
services for National 
Awareness Cam-
paign on Domestic 
Violence

TBWA Dublin

12 February 2018 €912.54 Advert for Commis-
sion on the Future of 
Policing in Ireland

Galway Bay FM

12 February 2018 €836.40 Advert for Commis-
sion on the Future of 
Policing in Ireland

Midland Radio 
Group Ltd
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Date Cost Name of Campaign / 
Purpose

Company/Organisa-
tion

14 February 2018 €19,902.63 PR Consultancy 
(professional fee) 
[Dec ‘17 to Jan ‘18] 
Commission on the 
Future of Policing in 
Ireland

Drury Porter Novelli

19 February 2018 €984.00 Advert for Commis-
sion on the Future of 
Policing in Ireland

South East Broad-
casting Co Ltd

21 February 2018 €54.78 Printing of A3/A4 
posters for public 
events

Snap Charlemont

23 February 2018 €806.88 Advert for Commis-
sion on the Future of 
Policing in Ireland

Highland Radio

23 February 2018 €910.20 Advert for Commis-
sion on the Future of 
Policing in Ireland

Midland Radio 
Group Ltd

28 February 2018 €1,063.95 Advert for Commis-
sion on the Future of 
Policing in Ireland

News UK & Ireland 
Limited

01 March 2018 €5,018.40 Media buying ser-
vices for National 
Awareness Cam-
paign on Domestic 
Violence

PHD Media (Ireland) 
Ltd

01 March 2018 €3,378.20 Creative advertising 
services for National 
Awareness Cam-
paign on Domestic 
Violence

TBWA Dublin

26 March 2018 €12,713.28 PR Consultancy 
(professional fee) 
[Jan ’18 – Feb ‘18] 
Commission on the 
Future of Policing in 
Ireland

Drury Porter Novelli

01 April 2018 €63,715.85 Creative advertising 
services for National 
Awareness Cam-
paign on Domestic 
Violence

TBWA Dublin
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Date Cost Name of Campaign / 
Purpose

Company/Organisa-
tion

20 April 2018 €5,687.52 PR Consultancy 
(professional fee) 
[Feb ’18 – Mar ‘18] 
Commission on the 
Future of Policing in 
Ireland

Drury Porter Novelli

01 May 2018 €218,709.59 Media buying ser-
vices for National 
Awareness Cam-
paign on Domestic 
Violence

PHD Media (Ireland) 
Ltd

18 May 2018 €4,683.84 PR Consultancy 
(professional fee) 
[Mar ’18 – Apr ‘18] 
Commission on the 
Future of Policing in 
Ireland

Drury Porter Novelli

01 June 2018 €2,148.81 Creative advertising 
services for National 
Awareness Cam-
paign on Domestic 
Violence

TBWA Dublin

01 June 2018 €56,826.26 Media buying ser-
vices for National 
Awareness Cam-
paign on Domestic 
Violence

PHD Media (Ireland) 
Ltd

27 June 2018 €1,338.24 PR Consultancy 
(professional fee) 
[Apr ’18 – May ‘18]
Commission on the 
Future of Policing in 
Ireland

Drury Porter Novelli

01 July 2018 €1,230.00 Consultancy regard-
ing contract renewal 
relating to National 
Awareness Cam-
paign on Domestic 
Violence

Ebiquity Marsh

01 July 2018 €103,798.13 Media buying ser-
vices for National 
Awareness Cam-
paign on Domestic 
Violence

PHD Media (Ireland) 
Ltd*
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Date Cost Name of Campaign / 
Purpose

Company/Organisa-
tion

18 July 2018 €1,672.80 PR Consultancy 
(professional fee) 
[May ’18 – Jun ‘18] 
Commission on the 
Future of Policing in 
Ireland

Drury Porter Novelli

01 August 2018 €17,752.74 Media buying ser-
vices for National 
Awareness Cam-
paign on Domestic 
Violence

PHD Media (Ireland) 
Ltd

01 August 2018 €3,800.70 Anti-Human Traf-
ficking - Blue 
blindfold campaign 
materials

LogoPrint

13 August 2018 €1,003.68 PR Consultancy 
(professional fee) 
[Jun ’18 – Jul ‘18] 
Commission on the 
Future of Policing in 
Ireland

Drury Porter Novelli

01 September 2018 €37,945.81 Media buying ser-
vices for National 
Awareness Cam-
paign on Domestic 
Violence

PHD Media (Ireland) 
Ltd*

3rd September 2018 €32,707.14 Advertisement of 
the Magdalen Re-
storative Justice 
Ex-gratia Scheme 
in national and UK 
publications

Mediavest Ltd T/A 
Spark Foundry

TOTAL €632,711.80 *Includes Dormant 
Accounts Funding

02/10/2018WRM02300Garda Strength

02/10/2018WRM02400271. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 484 of 12 June 2018, if his attention has been drawn to the downgrad-
ing of the facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39662/18]

02/10/2018WRM02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda resources across the 
various Garda divisions are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light of his identified 
operational demands and the availability of resources. 

Further, station designations or status is a matter for the office of Deputy Commissioner 
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Policing and Security, in conjunction with District and Divisional Officers, having regard to 
the policing requirements of the area and the surrounding communities.  As Minister, I have no 
direct role in these matter.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that on foot of a district and station rationalisation 
programme, Thurles and Templemore Districts were amalgamated, with the sub-districts of 
Templemore split between Thurles and Nenagh Garda Districts.

I am further informed that Roscrea Garda Station was formerly a sub-district of Temple-
more Garda District. Due to the recent boundary changes, Roscrea is now a sub-district of 
Nenagh Garda District.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that there has been no downgrading of Roscrea sta-
tion, which I understand operates on a 24-hour basis.

02/10/2018WRM02600Proposed Legislation

02/10/2018WRM02700272. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the draft-
ing of the criminal justice (community sanctions) Bill will be complete; when he plans to intro-
duce it at First Stage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39666/18]

02/10/2018WRM02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government has ap-
proved the drafting of a Criminal Justice (Community Sanctions) Bill to replace the Probation 
of Offenders Act 1907 with modern provisions dealing with community sanctions and the role 
of the Probation Service in the criminal justice system.  The Bill is currently being drafted by 
the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel.  This Bill is at an early stage in the drafting process 
and as such it is not possible to estimate a timeframe for publication.

02/10/2018WRM02900Garda Transport Data

02/10/2018WRM03000273. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
1400 cc and 1500 cc motorcycles within the Garda fleet; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39670/18]

02/10/2018WRM03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be 
aware that there has been very significant investment in Garda resources across the State in 
recent years.  

The Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 provides €46 million for investment in the 
Garda fleet, to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet.  
This is in addition to the investment of almost €30 million in the period 2013 to 2015. In total 
in the period 2013 - 2017, almost €44 million has been invested in the fleet with some 2,000 
vehicles coming on stream to ensure that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the 
roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

As the Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda 
vehicles, including motorcycles, across the various Garda divisions are a matter for the Garda 
Commissioner, in the light of his identified operational demands and the availability of re-
sources.  As Minister, I have no direct role in that matter.  I am however informed that Garda 
management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime 
trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.
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I am informed by the Garda authorities that as of 26 September 2018, there are 129 motor-
cycles attached to the Garda fleet.

I am further informed by the Garda authorities that the largest motorcycles in the fleet are 
1200 cc.  Thus there are no motorcycles of the type specified by the Deputy within the Garda 
fleet.

02/10/2018WRM03200Asylum Applications

02/10/2018WRM03300274. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a person 
(details supplied) will receive correspondence confirming the person’s permission to remain 
here in view of the fact that the person has been granted permission to remain; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39689/18]

02/10/2018WRM03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): If an application for asy-
lum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State, for confidentiality reasons it is not the 
practice to comment on such applications and the applicant or their legal representative should 
contact the International Protection Office directly either by email to info@ipo.gov.ie, by tele-
phone to the IPO Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service 
Centre, International Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2.

Following the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 on 31 December 
2016, new arrangements for the investigation and determination of applications for interna-
tional protection (refugee status and subsidiary protection) and cases involving permission to 
remain in the State have been introduced.  Such applications are now processed, as part of a 
single application procedure, by a the International Protection Office (IPO) which has replaced 
the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) from that date.  The staff of 
that Office (the Chief International Protection Officer and International Protection Officers) are 
independent in the performance of their protection functions.

For your information, on 27 February 2017, the Chief International Protection Officer, fol-
lowing consultation with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), pub-
lished a statement on the Prioritisation of Applications under the International Protection Act 
2015 which is available on the website of the International Protection Office (www.ipo.gov.ie).

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/10/2018WRM03500Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Investigations

02/10/2018WRM03600275. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the GSOC 
investigation into a matter (detail supplied) and in view of the fact that the former acting Garda 
Commissioner failed to respond to a request from the chairperson of GSOC, to issue the family 
with an apology. [39729/18]

02/10/2018WRM03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The case to which the 
Deputy refers was amongst complaints considered by independent counsel under the Indepen-
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dent Review Mechanism (IRM).  The Deputy will recall that the IRM was established to con-
sider complaints made against the Garda Síochána and to recommend what action, if any, the 
Minister should take in relation to each complaint.

In accordance with the recommendation of counsel for the IRM, this particular case was 
referred to GSOC by my predecessor for investigation under section 102 of the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005. 

I have received a report outlining the findings of this investigation.  A copy of the report was 
also sent to the family concerned.  I should emphasise, however, that GSOC does not consider 
this matter closed so I cannot say anything that might prejudice the ongoing matter.

In accordance with section 97 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, GSOC wrote to the former 
Acting Commissioner of An Garda Síochána to provide him with a report into these matters, to 
outline a number of issues arising from this investigation and to make recommendations to An 
Garda Síochána.  I understand that GSOC is currently awaiting a full response from the newly-
appointed Garda Commissioner in this regard.  I also understand that GSOC intends to issue a 
further update in relation to this matter when this response is received.

As the Deputy is aware, GSOC is an independent statutory body and the manner in which 
they conduct their investigation is a matter for them.  I am sure the Deputy will appreciate that 
in the circumstances it would not be appropriate for me to comment further at this time.  I can 
assure the Deputy, however, that I will consider this matter fully upon receipt of a final update 
report on the case from GSOC.

02/10/2018WRM03800Garda Transport Data

02/10/2018WRM03900276. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of marked and unmarked Garda jeeps that came into the fleet in 2017 and to date in 2018; and 
the number withdrawn during the same period. [39739/18]

02/10/2018WRM04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be 
aware that there has been very significant investment in Garda resources across the State in 
recent years.  The Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 provides €46 million for investment 
in the Garda fleet, to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose 
fleet, in addition to the investment of almost €30 million in the period 2013 to 2015.  In total in 
the period 2013 to the end of 2017, almost €44 million has been invested in the fleet with some 
2,000 vehicles coming on stream in that period to ensure that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and 
responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

As the Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda 
vehicles across the various Garda divisions are a matter for the Commissioner in the light of his 
identified operational demands and the availability of resources.  As Minister, I have no direct 
role in that matter.

I understand that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum 
use is made of these resources.  The responsibility for the efficient deployment of all official 
Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles 
between districts and stations as required by operational requirements.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following tables outline the number of 
marked and unmarked 4x4s that came into the Garda fleet in 2017 and to date in 2018 and the 
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number withdrawn during the same period.

4x4s allocated to the Garda fleet 2017 and 2018 (to date)

Year Marked Unmarked Total
2017 9 2 11
2018 (to date) 20 0 20
4x4s withdrawn from the Garda fleet 2017 and 2018 (to date)

Year Marked Unmarked Total
2017 9 10 19
2018 (to date) 7 3 10

02/10/2018WRM04100Garda Transport Data

02/10/2018WRM04200277. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of four-wheel drive vehicles available for use in each Garda district in Dublin as of 21 Septem-
ber 2018. [39740/18]

02/10/2018WRM04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that there has been very significant investment in Garda resources across the State in recent 
years.  The Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 provides €46 million for investment in the 
Garda fleet, to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet, 
in addition to the investment of almost €30 million in the period 2013 - 2015.  In total in the 
period 2013 - 2017, almost €44 million has been invested in the fleet with some 2,000 vehicles 
coming on stream in that period to ensure that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on 
the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

As the Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda 
vehicles across the various Garda divisions are a matter for the Commissioner in the light of his 
identified operational demands and the availability of resources.  As Minister, I have no direct 
role in that matter.

I understand however that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under 
continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure their op-
timum use.  Responsibility for the efficient deployment of all official Garda vehicles in each 
Division is assigned to the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between districts and 
stations as required by operational requirements.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table outlines the number of four 
wheel drive vehicles, including cars and 4x4s, available for use by Division in the Dublin Met-
ropolitan Region as at 27 September 2018.  The allocation of vehicles within a Division is a 
matter for the Divisional Officer.

Total
DMR TOTAL 13
DMR East Division 1
DMR North Division 1
DMR North Central Division 4
DMR South Division 2
DMR South Central Division 1
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DMR Traffic Division 4

02/10/2018WRM04400Closed-Circuit Television Systems Expenditure

02/10/2018WRM04500278. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the initial 
cost of a Garda-controlled CCTV system; and the estimated annual cost of same. [39741/18]

02/10/2018WRM04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda resources, including the 
installation of Garda CCTV systems, are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light of his 
identified operational demands.  As Minister, I have no direct role in that matter.

I understand from the Garda authorities that it is difficult to provide the specific figure 
requested, as the requirements for each proposed CCTV system depend on a range of location-
specific factors.  A specification and associated projected cost could be estimated only follow-
ing full survey and design.

In particular, I am informed that CCTV systems are complex by their nature.  I am informed 
that among the key issues to be considered in any case and which would impact on costs are the 
physical nature of the areas to be covered by CCTV, provision of a suitable gantry or pole where 
necessary, the availability of electrical power and availability of a network route to transmit the 
CCTV images to the Garda control point and to transmit commands to the camera in the case 
of remote control.

Accordingly, given the range of factors which can impact on costs, it is not possible to 
provide an initial or annual cost for Garda controlled CCTV systems.  However, I can confirm 
that the Garda Vote contains an annual allocation of some €1.5 million for the maintenance and 
upgrade of Garda CCTV systems.

02/10/2018WRM04700Garda Transport Data

02/10/2018WRM04800279. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of Garda command-and-control vehicles purchased in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018; and the 
number withdrawn during the same period. [39742/18]

02/10/2018WRM04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that there has been very significant investment in Garda resources across the State in recent 
years.  The Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 provides €46 million for investment in the 
Garda fleet, to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet, 
in addition to the investment of almost €30 million in the period 2013 to 2015.  In total in the 
period 2013 - 2017, almost €44 million has been invested in the fleet with some 2,000 vehicles 
coming on stream to ensure that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads and 
in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

As the Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda 
vehicles across the various Garda divisions are a matter for the Commissioner in light of his 
identified operational demands and the availability of resources.  As Minister, I have no direct 
role in that matter.  

I understand however that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under 
continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure their op-
timum use.  Responsibility for the efficient deployment of all official vehicles in each Division 
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is assigned to the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between districts and stations 
as required by operational requirements.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that no new command and control vehicles were 
allocated in 2016 or 2017 and that 1 new vehicle set up as a command vehicle was allocated to 
Dublin Metropolitan Region in 2018.

I further understand from the Garda authorities that no command and control vehicles have 
been removed from service in the period 2016 to date.

The total number of Garda vehicles at 31 July 2018 was 2,771.

02/10/2018WRM05000Garda Training

02/10/2018WRM05100280. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the level of 
firearm training provided to armed Garda personnel in each of the years 2016, 2017 and to date 
in 2018; the number of gardaí by grade or rank with firearms training; the types of weapon they 
are trained to carry and or use; the company engaged to provide training; the cost of training on 
an annual basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39747/18]

02/10/2018WRM05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling generally the 
administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including by arranging for the training of its 
members and civilian staff and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.

 Training is provided by Firearms Instructors attached to the Garda College and the Emer-
gency Response Unit under the control of the Director of Training, Garda College.

Following a recent audit conducted at the Garda College figures show there are approxi-
mately 2700 personnel that are currently authorised to carry firearms.  This can increase to 
approx. 3500 depending on operational requirements.  This caters for all ranks of Gardaí who 
carry firearms.

Members attached to regular units and Detective units are trained in handguns only, namely 
Smith & Wesson revolver, Sig Sauer & Walther semi-automatic pistol.

 Specialist Units such as Emergency Response Unit and the Armed Support Unit are trained 
in Sig Pistol, H&K MP7 Sub-machine gun, Taser and 40 mm direct impact munitions (Less 
Lethal options).

For the Deputy’s information, listed as follows are figures for attendance at firearms training 
in each of the years 2016, 2017 and to 31 August 2018.

2016 - 7851

2017 - 10555

2018 - 6891 as of 31 August 2018.

The increase in 2017 is as a result of the increase in ASU (Armed Support Unit).  Each 
member attends more than one training  course each year.

I have sought the information requested by the Deputy regarding the cost of training on an 
annual basis from the Commissioner and I will write to the Deputy on receipt of same.
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02/10/2018WRM05300Legal Proceedings

02/10/2018WRM05400281. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the State paid a 
financial settlement to a person (details supplied) as a result of legal action the person took in 
2009 against a number of Irish persons regarding their activities in the Seychelles. [39751/18]

02/10/2018WRM05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Based on the information 
provided by the Deputy, my Department has not found records relating to any action taken by 
the individuals concerned.  That said, if the Deputy can provide further information in relation 
to the case, I will inquire into the matter further.

02/10/2018WRN00200Sexual Offences Data

02/10/2018WRN00300282. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on an analy-
sis undertaken by a group (details supplied) that shows a 77% increase in violent crimes against 
sex workers since the enactment Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017. [39752/18]

02/10/2018WRN00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Criminal Law (Sex-
ual Offences) Act was enacted on 22 February 2017.  Part 4 of the Act, which was commenced 
on 27 March 2017, provides for two new offences of purchasing sexual services in the context 
of prostitution.  The purpose of these offences is to target the demand for prostitution.  The part 
of the Act dealing with the purchase of sex is due to be reviewed in 2020, which review will 
include an assessment of the impact on the welfare of those who engage in sexual activity for 
payment, as well as statistics on prosecutions and convictions.

In relation to the Deputy’s query, my officials have received a report from the group in ques-
tion, which relates to crime reported to that group.  I would encourage anyone who has been the 
subject of a violent crime, to report that incident to An Garda Síochána,  and for any group with 
evidence of such crimes to present any data to An Garda Síochána.

The group has been given the opportunity to submit detailed proposals for funding for fur-
ther research into the issue, with any such research expected to inform the aforementioned 
review.

02/10/2018WRN00500Garda Transport Data

02/10/2018WRN00600283. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of vehicles allocated to each Garda divisional drugs unit in 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39770/18]

02/10/2018WRN00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda vehicles across the vari-
ous Garda divisions are a matter for the Commissioner in light of his identified operational 
demands and the availability of resources.  As Minister, I have no direct role in that matter.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the specific information requested and when it is 
received I will write directly to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRN00800Garda Training



Questions - Written Answers

120

02/10/2018WRN00900284. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated 
cost in a full year to increase the An Garda Síochána training budget by 15%; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39771/18]

02/10/2018WRN01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be 
aware that the Garda Commissioner is the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote and as such is 
responsible for the effective and efficient use of the resources at his disposal.  Those resources 
have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation for 2018 of more than €1.6 billion.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the specific information requested and when it is 
received I will write directly to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRN01100Garda Recruitment

02/10/2018WRN01200285. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the esti-
mated cost of recruiting an extra five analysts at HEO level for the Garda cybercrime unit; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39779/18]

02/10/2018WRN01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, it is the Garda Commissioner who 
is responsible for carrying on and managing and controlling generally the administration and 
business of An Garda Síochána, including by arranging for the recruitment and training of the 
members of An Garda Síochána. Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter for the 
Commissioner, in light of the availability of resources and his identified operational demands.  
As Minister I have no direct role in these matters.

I have been informed by the Garda authorities that the estimated full year cost to An Garda 
Síochána of employing an additional five analysts at Higher Executive Officer, HEO, level 
within the cyber-crime unit is approximately €289,501.  This is based on the mid-point of the 
HEO pay scale currently in effect from 1 October 2018 and an estimate of employer’s PRSI.

02/10/2018WRN01400Criminal Prosecutions Data

02/10/2018WRN01500286. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prosecutions for unauthorised possession of prescription drugs that have taken place in the past 
12 months by Garda division; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39789/18]

02/10/2018WRN01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that it is not possible to provide the data sought in the time available for reply.  I have 
requested a report from the Garda Authorities in relation to the matter and I will revert to the 
Deputy when the report is to hand. 

02/10/2018WRN01700Garda Data

02/10/2018WRN01800287. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
community gardaí in each Garda district; the population served by each district; and the way in 
which these staffing levels compare with the same period in 2008. [39790/18]

02/10/2018WRN01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
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including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources.

Community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána. It provides a means of recognis-
ing that every community – both urban and rural – has its own concerns and expectations.  That 
is why it is important to recognise that the role of a community Garda is not a specialist role in 
An Garda Síochána; rather it is the case that all Gardaí have a role to play in community polic-
ing in carrying out their duties.  The official categorisation as a Community Garda simply refers 
to those who are exclusively assigned to building relationships with local communities and civil 
society including giving talks to schools, community groups and others.  It is a matter for the 
Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the optimum distribution of duties among the 
personnel available to him or her having regard to the profile of the area and its specific needs.

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the population served by each Garda 
District is not readily available in my Department as the recording of the population by area is 
a matter for the Central Statistics Office.

The material is not compiled in such a manner as to allow me to provide you with the num-
ber of Community Gardaí in each district, by way of assistance the information in relation to the 
number of Community Gardaí by Division in each of the years from 2008 to 31 August 2018, 
the latest date for which figures are currently available as provided by the Garda Commissioner, 
is available on my Department’s website through the link below. 

www.justice.ie/en/JELR/005_Community_Garda_Strength_2008_to_31_August_2018.
xlsx/Files/005_Community_Garda_Strength_2008_to_31_August_2018.xlsx.

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see www.justice.ie/en/
JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

02/10/2018WRN02000Drugs Dealing

02/10/2018WRN02100288. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the widespread availability of cocaine, including crack cocaine in many commu-
nities; and if he will report on the Garda strategy to address this matter. [39791/18]

02/10/2018WRN02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that I have requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to this matter and I will 
further advise in this regard when the report is to hand. 

In the interim, the Deputy may be interested in the Forensic Science Ireland Annual Report 
for 2017 which is available on their website www.forensicscience.ie.  It is stated in the report 
that the percentage of cases analysed containing powder, usually cocaine, increased from 25% 
in 2016 to 30% in 2017. 

The report also states that no major shift in purity has been noted to date in 2018.  A full 
report on purity levels will be issued later this year.

The continued disruption of the supply of all illicit drugs remains a priority for An Garda 
Síochána and the other state agencies tasked with responsibilities in this regard.  An Garda 
Síochána remains resolute in its determination to act against those within society who pose a 
significant threat to the welfare and well-being of our citizens and the communities they serve.  
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A core focus of the work carried out by An Garda Síochána is aimed at tackling drugs and or-
ganised crime.  

02/10/2018WRN02300Garda Youth Diversion Projects

02/10/2018WRN02400289. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he expects 
to receive the audit of cases being carried out into the juvenile diversion programme; and if 
same will be published at an early date. [39792/18]

02/10/2018WRN02500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy is aware, a number of issues which impact on the effective administration of the 
Garda Diversion Programme were identified following the completion, in June 2017, of an ex-
amination by the Garda Professional Services Unit, GPSU.  The Garda authorities subsequently 
initiated a comprehensive review of all youth referrals between 2010 and 2017 and a review 
team was tasked with coordinating this work, which covers all of the 28 Garda divisions. 

I can assure the Deputy of my concern that these issues are thoroughly addressed.  These 
matters have also been highlighted in correspondence from the Minister, Deputy Flanagan, 
to the Policing Authority, in the context of their oversight role of An Garda Síochána, and the 
Deputy will be aware that the Policing Authority have indicated their intention to engage fur-
ther with the Garda authorities in this matter.  My Department has recently received a further 
update on the progress of the review, and the final report of the review team will be provided to 
the Commissioner in the coming weeks, and I expect to see full details of the report at this time.

02/10/2018WRN02600Departmental Funding

02/10/2018WRN02700290. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the funding avail-
able in a case (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39884/18]

02/10/2018WRN02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I regret to inform the 
Deputy that my Department does not operate a funding programme in the case referred to by 
the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRN02900Departmental Reports

02/10/2018WRN03000291. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 601 of 17 April 2018, his plans in relation to a SAVI II report on 
foot of the report of the scoping group received in April 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39891/18]

02/10/2018WRN03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The scoping group was 
established by my Department to consider the availability of data and make recommendations 
on a study to identify the prevalence of sexual abuse and violence in Ireland today, as well as 
any emerging trends.  The group has completed a draft report. Work is currently underway to 
resolve some technical issues before proposals can be considered by Government.  I plan to 
bring such proposals to Government in the coming weeks.  Once the report has been considered 
by Government, it will be possible to be more specific about its recommendations.

02/10/2018WRN03200Immigration Status
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02/10/2018WRN03300292. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a permission let-
ter will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39942/18]

02/10/2018WRN03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service, INIS, of my Department that the person concerned 
entered the State on 24 August 2016 following his application under the working holiday and 
internship programme - Ireland’s working holiday agreement, WHA, with Canada.  I under-
stand this permission expired on 24 August, 2018.

Insofar as the question’s reference to an extension is concerned, I would draw the Deputy’s 
attention to the specific wording in this bilateral Agreement, as published on www.dfa.ie, which 
states that “... permission to those entering Ireland on the Working Holiday Authorisation shall 
be valid for a maximum of twenty four (24) months from the date of entry into Ireland [and 
that] extensions to the period of validity of such permission shall not be granted.  Participants 
must leave Ireland on the expiration of their permission which cannot be extended, either under 
the authorisation itself, or through attempting to convert it to a different form of immigration 
status.”

In view of the terms of the WHA, the Deputy will appreciate that I am not in a position 
to grant permission beyond this date.  In addition, pursuant to the Immigration Act, 2004, a 
non-national may not be in the State other than within the terms of any permission given to the 
person concerned by the Minister for Justice and Equality.  

I am further informed it remains open to the person concerned to re-enter the State at a fu-
ture date in line with a range of immigration pathways that may be available to him including 
under the work permit system operated by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion.  Further information can be obtained from www.inis.gov.ie or www.dbei.gov.ie.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by email using the Oireachtas mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/10/2018WRN03500Garda Information and Communications Technology

02/10/2018WRN03600293. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
of the short-term measure taken by the Garda IT section in developing a report that will allow 
Garda personnel on the ground search for disqualified drivers in a particular geographical area, 
which would assist local gardaí to ensure that drivers are not driving while disqualified; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39986/18]

02/10/2018WRN03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from An Garda Síochána in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy, and I will be in 
contact with the Deputy again on receipt of a Garda report.

02/10/2018WRN03800Crime Prevention

02/10/2018WRN03900294. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 



Questions - Written Answers

124

National Conference of the Joint Agency Response to Crime’s recent review of three anti-
offending projects (details supplied) that seek to deal with offenders; his plans to roll out these 
projects nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40052/18]

02/10/2018WRN04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The joint agency re-
sponse to crime, JARC, is a multi-agency initiative which aims to:

 - Develop and strengthen a multi-agency approach to the management of prolific offenders;

 - Prioritise such offenders for targeted interventions and supports to address their behav-
iour; and

 - Reduce crime and victimisation in local communities.

JARC provides an intensive and highly collaborative approach to the supervision and reha-
bilitation of prolific offenders in particular areas of Dublin and beyond by An Garda Síochána, 
the Probation Service and the Irish Prison Service, with strong and direct support from my 
Department. 

Under each JARC programme, the three aforementioned agencies work closely together to 
identify the offenders causing most harm in a particular area and to agree structured interven-
tions to help these individuals move away from re-offending.  The JARC programmes thus 
offer tailored supports and practical help to participants with addiction, educational, training or 
other needs, and are implemented with the assistance and expertise of other State agencies as 
well as community-based organisations.  

JARC participants are closely monitored by the relevant agencies at all times.  Any negative 
behaviour, and particular any further offending, is quickly detected and dealt with through ef-
fective inter-agency co-operation.  

JARC was first piloted under three Dublin-based programmes for adult offenders, as fol-
lows:

 - STRIVE: This programme is aimed at persons with a history of causing high levels of 
harm or disruption to a designated area of north Dublin.

 - Change Works: This programme is aimed at persons across the Dublin Metropolitan Re-
gion who have a history of violent offending.

 - ACER 3: This programme is aimed at persons in the Garda districts of Kevin Street and 
Tallaght who have a repeated and prolific history of burglary.

Independent evaluations have now been completed on the three pilot JARC programmes, 
along with a comparative ‘desktop’ review, by an expert internal group, of those three evalu-
ations.  The findings from these evaluations and from the desktop review were presented at 
the first JARC National Conference on 25 September.  While it is difficult to draw definitive 
conclusions given the relatively small numbers of programme participants and short measure-
ment timeframes, all the indications are that the pilot programmes have helped to reduce both 
the frequency and severity of reoffending and, furthermore, have helped some participants to 
move completely away from crime.  For example, the evaluations indicate that during the pe-
riod under review:

 - 37% of Change Works participants did not reoffend;

 - Almost 30% of STRIVE participants did not reoffend;
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 - 15% of ACER 3 participants did not reoffend, with a reduction in offending noted among 
a further 45% of participants.

Further information, including detailed statistical information, on the pilot projects can be 
found in the report of the desktop review, which is available on my Department’s website and 
that of An Garda Síochána.

In 2017, the ACER 3 programme was extended to a further three regional locations: Dundalk, 
Waterford and Limerick.  In addition, a pilot Youth J-ARC initiative, aimed at 16-21 year olds, 
was launched in July 2017 in locations in Cork and west Dublin.  

My Department and the three key agencies are working together on a standardised JARC 
evaluation framework to bring greater consistency across the programmes in such matters as 
selection and de-selection criteria, allocation of resources, measurement of harm, costs and 
benefits, and data gathering.  This, along with increased participant numbers and programme 
durations, will enable more robust analysis and evaluation of the JARC programmes individu-
ally, comparatively and collectively.  This, in turn, will help to inform operational decisions on 
the continuation and further expansion of JARC in the future as resources permit and subject to 
evidence of its sustained effectiveness.   

02/10/2018WRN04100Closed-Circuit Television Systems

02/10/2018WRN04200295. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for the 
low number of community-based CCTV systems that have been approved; the cause of the low 
number of applications and approvals; if the scheme will be reviewed in view of the fact that 
only €166,749 out of an allocation of €2 million has been drawn down by the scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40054/18]

02/10/2018WRN04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Programme for a Partnership Government commits to supporting investment in CCTV 
systems. In pursuance of this commitment, a grant-aid scheme was launched by my Department 
in 2017 to assist groups in the establishment of community-based CCTV systems in their local 
areas.  It is intended that the scheme will run for three years with funding of some €1 million 
being made available each year.

Community CCTV is governed by section 38 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and the Garda 
Síochána, CCTV, Order 2006, SI No 289 of 2006.  This legal framework requires that any 
proposed community CCTV scheme must be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee:

- have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner, and 

- have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also act as data controller.

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of whether or not grant 
funding is sought from my Department to assist in their establishment.

I can inform the Deputy that the number of applications to the scheme and funds approved 
have both increased:  There have to date been 27 applications to the scheme.  19 applications 
have been approved, with grant aid totalling more than €453,000 already approved, from the 
total €1 million available for 2018.  A further five applications to the scheme are currently being 
assessed and considered.  The remaining three applications have been returned to the applicants 
concerned to enable them to supply the information necessary to qualify for grant aid.
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It is important to note that in establishing the grant-aid scheme, the Department consulted 
broadly including with the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner, An Garda Síochána 
and the Office of the Attorney General as well as with stakeholders including County and City 
Management Association, CCMA, Local Government Management Agency, LGMA, Irish Ru-
ral Link as well as interested community groups.  The application process and documentation 
were also streamlined, compared to the earlier community CCTV grant aid scheme operated by 
Pobal, on behalf of the Department. 

Nonetheless and in response to the queries from some groups and local authorities, my of-
ficials continue to engage on the matter in particular through the LGMA and the CCMA, to 
address any concerns and clarify any queries arising.  

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that the Data Protection Commissioner’s Office has 
confirmed as recently as May of this year that it does not have any concerns on the legislative 
basis for CCTV.  However it is currently conducting an audit of the practice, operation and 
governance of CCTV.  We expect findings from this process to be of great assistance to local 
authorities as they carry out their function of data controller.

As I have said in the past, I am keen to ensure that all interested groups, in both rural and 
urban areas, have the opportunity to take advantage of the availability of this grant aid scheme.  
Under the scheme, eligible community groups can apply for grant-aid of up to 60% of the total 
capital cost of a proposed CCTV system, up to a maximum total of €40,000.  Full details of the 
grant aid package are available to download from my Department’s website - www.justice.ie  
and support and guidance is available to help interested groups to apply for this funding through 
a dedicated email address communitycctv@justice.ie  

02/10/2018WRN04400Garda Transport Expenditure

02/10/2018WRN04500296. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if funding 
will be made available later in 2018 to purchase additional Garda mountain bikes. [40092/18]

02/10/2018WRN04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that there has been very significant investment in Garda resources in recent years.  With regard 
to the Garda fleet, the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 provides for an investment of 
€46 million, to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet, 
in addition to the investment of almost €30 million made in the fleet in the period 2013 to 2015.

As the Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda 
resources across the various Garda divisions are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the 
light of his identified operational demands and the availability of resources. As Minister, I have 
no role in the matter.

In that regard, I understand that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their 
optimum use. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that 30 mountain bikes have been purchased in 2018.  
I am informed that there are no plans to purchase any further mountain bikes this year. 

02/10/2018WRN04700Immigration Status

02/10/2018WRN04800297. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his atten-
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tion has been drawn to the situation faced by a person (details supplied) who is unable to work 
due to an issue related to a visa; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40097/18]

02/10/2018WRN04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service, INIS, of my Department that a request from the person 
concerned for permission to reside in the State was received on 6 June, 2018. 

The Deputy will appreciate that applications are dealt with in chronological order.  I am also 
informed that any information and documentary evidence provided will be taken into consider-
ation and INIS will be in contact with the person concerned, in writing, in due course. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/10/2018WRN05000Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRN05100298. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost 
of his Department’s stand at the National Ploughing Championships 2018; the number of staff 
deployed from his Department for the week; and the cost of same. [40356/18]

02/10/2018WRN05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): While there was no main 
Departmental stand, a number of agencies under the remit of my Department with specific op-
erational responsibilities, had stands at the Ploughing Championship or were present at stands, 
reflecting the broad range of work carried out in the Justice sector.

The Legal Aid Board, the Insolvency Service of Ireland, the Property Services Regulatory 
Authority, and An Garda Síochána, were present.  Both the Legal Aid Board and the Insolvency 
Service of Ireland had stands in the tent of the Citizens Information Board, and so did not incur 
the cost of a separate tent.  The Property Services Regulatory Authority was one of eight agen-
cies present in the National Property and Land Information Centre at the Ploughing Champion-
ships, with costs to be split between those agencies.

I myself attended the Ploughing Championships on 20 and 21 September and on the 20 Sep-
tember, was accompanied by two of my advisors and my private secretary.  Two staff from the 
Department’s Press and Communications Office were also present on that day as part of their 
normal duties in connection with publicising the work of the Department and agencies under 
its remit.

Details of attendance by the agencies mentioned are outlined below for the Deputy’s infor-
mation.  All staff in question are entitled to travel and subsistence payments in connection with 
their attendance in line with civil service guidelines.

Full details of the costs associated with Garda attendance, including in respect of staffing, 
has yet to be collated by An Garda Síochána.

While promotional materials used were in some cases met from within existing resources, 
material to the estimated value of €2,500 relating to the Blueblindfold Campaign against human 
trafficking  was contributed by my Department to the An Garda Síochána stand, while in the 
case of the Insolvency Service of Ireland, €2,034.41 was paid for promotional material and the 
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cost of artwork for a banner.   

Legal Aid Board

Tuesday 18 September: 1x Assistant Principal, 1 x Legal Clerk, 1 x Clerical Officer

Thursday 20 September: 1 x Legal Clerk, 3 x Clerical Officer

Friday 21 September: 1x Assistant Principal, 1 x Clerical Officer

 Property Services Regulatory Authority  

A total of eight staff attended over the three day event, 3 COs, 1 EO and 4 HEOs.  

Insolvency Service of Ireland  Five members of staff attended (two per day) including 1 
staff member at Executive Officer Grade and 4 staff at Clerical Officer Grade, 

02/10/2018WRN05300Visa Applications

02/10/2018WRN05400299. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the status of a visa application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39671/18]

02/10/2018WRN05500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
person concerned is currently the holder of a Working Holiday Authorisation, WHA.  The WHA 
scheme is operated by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  A person who holds a 
WHA is required to obtain a permission from the Minister for Justice and Equality to enter, 
reside and work, under the terms of the WHA, in the State.  Under the terms of the WHA it is 
not possible to apply for an employment permit whilst in the State.

Therefore, the terms of the WHA preclude the person named concerned from being eligible 
to apply for an employment permit.

The foreign national may consider submitting an application for an employment permit 
from outside the State, on foot of an eligible job offer, which will be considered subject to the 
usual criteria applying under the Employment Permits Acts and Regulations.

02/10/2018WRO00125Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRO00150300. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
communications, press and public relations budget allocated to her Department for 2018; the 
way in which it is being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39365/18]

02/10/2018WRO00175310. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the amount spent by her Department on third party public relations advice, communica-
tions advice, online advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and 
company engaged, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [39632/18]

02/10/2018WRO00187Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 300 and 310 together.

My Department does not have a specific budget subhead for public relations advice, com-
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munications, online advertising, press or public awareness campaigns. No specific amount was 
allocated for these activities in 2018.

There have been a number of payments in relation to these activities across my Department 
and the Offices under its remit in 2018 to date, details of these are set out in the table.

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/1C3344D6E4ED942B8025831B0
0396339/$File/PQ%20300%2031018.docx?openelement”>Tables</a>]

02/10/2018WRO00200Personal Injuries Commission

02/10/2018WRO00300301. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
timeline for implementation of each of the 14 recommendations made by the Personal Injuries 
Commission regarding personal injury awards in tabular form. [39524/18]

02/10/2018WRO00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I was 
pleased to submit the Second and Final Report of the Personal Injuries Commission (PIC) to 
Government on the 18th September 2018.  The publication of this Report now concludes the 
challenging work programme of the Personal Injuries Commission since its establishment in 
January 2017.

The establishment of the Personal Injuries Commission was one of the key recommenda-
tions from the Report of the Cost of Insurance Working Group on the Cost of Motor Insurance 
approved by Government and published in January 2017.  The Personal Injuries Commission 
was chaired by Justice Nicholas Kearns, former President of the High Court. The Personal 
Injuries Commission has made a total of 14 recommendations across its two reports which are 
aimed at positively impacting the overall Irish claims environment. 

The Second and Final Report of the Personal Injuries Commission makes ten recommenda-
tions and the implementation of which will be a matter for each of the bodies responsible.  The 
Report does not specify timelines for the implementation of the recommendations due to the 
nature of them, however it is expected that they will be acted upon by the bodies responsible as 
soon as possible.

In this regard, I am writing to relevant Government colleagues, the Minister for Justice and 
Equality and the Minister for Health, and other organisations including the Garda Commission-
er, Insurance Ireland, The Law Society, The Council of the Bar of Ireland and the Law Reform 
Commission seeking co-operation in advancing the implementation of the recommendations 
relevant to them.

The Second and Final Report of the Personal Injuries Commission also provides an update 
on the recommendations from the First Report.

As the Personal Injuries Commission was established following a recommendation in the 
Cost of Insurance Working Group Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance published in Janu-
ary 2017, it is intended that progress on implementation will be monitored through the Cost of 
Insurance Working Group Quarterly Progress Reports published by my colleague Minister of 
State Michael D’Arcy.

The table sets out the timelines for implementation of the recommendations from the First 
Report.
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Recommendations from the First Report of the Personal Injuries Commission

Recommendation A Standardised Approach to examination of and 
reporting on soft-tissue injuries should be adopted.

Suggested timeframe for implementation To allow for the changeover in examination and 
reporting procedures it is suggested that a timeframe 
of by mid-2018 is appropriate
1. The Quebec Task Force (QTF) Whiplash Associ-
ated Disorder (WAD) grading should be used going 
forward by all medical professionals reporting on 
relevant injuries.
2. The Neck Disability Index (NDI) and Visual 
Analogue Scale (VAS) should be included going 
forward as part of personal injury medical reporting 
examinations.
3. Additional tests should be at the discretion of the 
examining medical professional.
4. The template form included in Appendix 6 of the 
Report should be used by examining medical profes-
sionals in all relevant cases. 4 a) Insurers should 
ensure that all cases commissioned by them from 
medical examiners going forward are completed in 
line with the template form 4 b) PIAB should rede-
sign their Form B going forward to reflect the recom-
mended standardised template. 4 c) Court Rules 
changes should be considered which would require 
reports to be produced using the standardised format. 
4 d) The use of standardised Medical reports should 
be included in any pre-action protocol developed for 
personal injury claims.

Action Points 5. Relevant medical professional bodies to publish, 
as soon as possible, guidelines in respect of training 
for use by medical professionals. 

Recommendation Training and Accreditation of medical profession-
als who   complete personal injury medical reports 
should be promoted. This should become ‘Best 
Practice’ and training should be introduced at the 
CPD level.

Suggested timeframe for implementation By end 2018
1. All those involved in commissioning reports 
should ensure the use of accredited medical profes-
sionals for completion of their personal injury medi-
cal reports, when the relevant training and accredita-
tion programmes are in place. 
2. Members of the PIAB panel completing personal 
injury medical reports should in respect of comple-
tion of relevant injury medical reports, when the 
relevant training and accreditation programmes are 
in place, be accredited accordingly. 
3. The Accreditation requirement should be included 
in any pre-action protocol developed for personal 
injury claims.

Action Points 4. The quality of the training should be monitored 
from implementation in the same manner applicable 
to existing CPD programmes.
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5.  The CPD training could be delivered by individ-
ual medical professional bodies to their members or 
by independent training providers to medical profes-
sional bodies and medical practitioners.

Recommendation Link future publications of the Book of Quantum to 
the newly standardised examination and reporting 
injury categories i.e. ‘whiplash’ soft-tissue injuries 
/ QTF WAD scales. The Cost of Insurance Working 
Group report of January 2017 recommends that the 
next review of the Book of Quantum should take 
account of the output of the work of the PIC. This 
recommendation highlights the output of the initial 
PIC report in terms of its potential impact on this 
next review.

Suggested timeframe for implementation 2019 when the next Book of Quantum is due for 
publication

Action Points 1. PIAB to consider in the context of the next Book 
of Quantum.

Recommendation Relevant injury data should be collated and pub-
lished by appropriate bodies

Suggested timeframe for implementation By end 2018
1. PIAB to produce information going forward relat-
ing to the incidence of ’whiplash’ soft-tissue injuries.

Action Points 2. Other relevant bodies to publish data relating to 
the incidence of ‘whiplash’ soft-tissue injuries. There 
may be merit that such data available from insur-
ers forms part of the National Claims Information 
Database which is being developed by the Central 
Bank of Ireland and which needs consideration by 
the relevant parties involved.

Suggested timeframe for implementation By end 2018.

02/10/2018WRO00500Retail Sector

02/10/2018WRO00600302. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
details of the new pilot scheme to support retail online capability; if it will be open to all com-
panies; and if not, if it will be targeted towards small and micro-sized businesses. [39525/18]

02/10/2018WRO00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Re-
tail is the largest private sector employer in the country, and supports jobs in every city, town 
and village in the country. Digitalisation has increased the scope for competition in the sector, 
and online retailing has grown rapidly in Ireland. The increasing prevalence of online shopping 
is requiring retailers to adopt innovative technologies as well as creating more distinctive offer-
ings in their physical stores.

Despite this shift, statistics from the CSO show that in 2017 66% of Irish enterprises in the 
Wholesale and Retail Sector reported having a website or homepage, with only 28% able to 
facilitate online ordering.

As an initial response to the need to support the retail sector to develop a more competitive 
online offering, my Department has launched a €625,000 Online Retail Scheme, administered 
by Enterprise Ireland. This new pilot competitive scheme will support Irish-owned SMEs with 
between 20 and 250 employees in the retail sector to enhance their online presence, strengthen 
their online trading ability, and build a more resilient business in the domestic and global mar-
ketplace both online and offline. Applicant companies must have an existing online presence 
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(e.g. website or social media), and have a retail outlet through which they derive the majority 
of their revenue. This Scheme is not about taking the first steps; it is about raising the bar, in an 
informed, planned and strategic way.

In setting out the criteria for this pilot, our priority is to focus on companies which have 
started an online journey and which will have the most immediate impact. Once the pilot is 
complete and a cohort of companies have availed of this support, we will be able to evaluate 
and take on board any lessons for future initiatives in this space. We anticipate that this pilot 
scheme will open for applications at the end of October 2018. More information is available on 
the Enterprise Ireland website. <a href=”https://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/funding-sup-
ports/Online-Retail/Online-Retail-Scheme/”>https://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/funding-
supports/Online-Retail/Online-Retail-Scheme/</a>.

The Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) offer Trading Online Vouchers (TOVs) of €2,500, 
which are available to retail businesses with less than 10 employees to help them trade online. 
By the end of 2017, over 4,100 small businesses had successfully applied for a Trading Online 
Voucher. Up to end June 2018, an additional 580 vouchers have provisionally been approved. 
Results from businesses in receipt of the TOV show that their sales increased by 20%.

For retail businesses that fall outside the criteria of the trading online schemes, there are 
many other financial and non-financial supports available to assist individual businesses. These 
include the Framework for Town Centre Renewal, Project 2040 Funding, various Local Au-
thority schemes offering distinct supports for retailers such as rates and financial incentives, 
development contributions, and shop-front improvement grants, and a variety of training and 
mentoring services offered through the Local Enterprise Offices.  

02/10/2018WRO00800Work Permits Data

02/10/2018WRO00900303. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
when the last review took place of the highly skilled and ineligible lists for grant of employment 
permits; the frequency with which reviews are carried out; and when the next review of each 
such list will be carried out. [39527/18]

02/10/2018WRO01000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A 
review of the Highly Skilled Eligible Occupations List (HSEOL) and the Ineligible Categories 
of Employment List (ICEL) was undertaken in the last quarter of 2017; as a result, in March 
2018 a number of animation occupations were added to the HSEOL and certain grades of chef 
were removed from the ICEL, subject to a quota.

The highly skilled and ineligible occupation lists for the purposes of employment permits 
are reviewed every six months ensuring that the system is aligned with current labour market 
intelligence. 

The quarter 1, 2018 review was subsumed into the fundamental review of the economic 
migration policies underpinning the employment permit regime to ensure they are fully sup-
portive of Ireland’s emerging labour market needs, the report of which was published last week. 
Under the auspices of the review, changes were made to the remove certain occupations in the 
agri-food sector from the ineligible occupation list on a pilot basis.  

It is intended that the next review will commence in October, and a call for submissions to 
a public consultation and development of evidence based cases from interested parties will be 
made shortly. 
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02/10/2018WRO01025Departmental Agencies Staff Data

02/10/2018WRO01050304. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number employed in companies supported by Enterprise Ireland, the IDA and Údarás na 
Gaeltachta based on data in the annual employment survey in each of the years 2010 to 2017, 
by county in tabular form.  [39529/18]

02/10/2018WRO01075Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
tabular data show the latest results from the Annual Employment Survey (AES 2017). The 
tables show the permanent, part-time, and total employment in Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland, 
and Údarás na Gaeltachta supported companies, by county, in the years 2010 to 2017 (inclu-
sive).

Total Number Employed* in Companies Supported by Enterprise Ireland, IDA and 
Údarás na Gaeltachta by Year by County

County 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Carlow 2,842 3,190 3,307 3,377 3,477 3,538 3,678 3,909
Cavan 5,388 5,429 5,371 5,312 5,671 6,044 6,385 6,606
Clare 8,985 8,964 8,961 9,007 9,541 9,860 10,308 10,484
Cork 41,783 44,151 46,315 48,203 50,729 56,233 59,144 61,940
Donegal 7,065 7,304 7,161 7,480 7,720 8,369 8,710 9,277
Dublin 110,383 113,033 117,184 124,075 132,036 141,460 151,342 160,779
Galway 19,867 21,797 22,648 23,311 23,735 25,344 27,529 28,986
Kerry 5,983 6,089 6,434 6,597 7,132 7,338 7,408 7,889
Kildare 16,581 16,322 16,602 17,068 17,960 18,886 18,942 18,416
Kilkenny 3,868 3,790 4,097 3,962 4,419 4,640 4,936 5,058
Laois 1,394 1,265 1,214 1,286 1,281 1,387 1,479 1,592
Leitrim 1,619 1,446 1,287 1,034 1,132 1,210 1,301 1,448
Limerick 13,031 13,144 13,802 14,429 14,782 15,676 17,432 18,946
Longford 2,604 2,472 2,505 2,703 3,106 3,326 3,496 3,444
Louth 6,664 6,773 7,160 7,943 8,474 8,929 9,404 9,823
Mayo 7,635 7,891 7,866 8,294 8,613 8,576 8,966 9,376
Meath 6,524 6,806 6,960 7,587 8,164 8,700 8,736 9,018
Monaghan 4,275 4,335 4,444 4,646 4,759 4,961 5,280 5,516
Offaly 3,896 3,953 3,957 4,131 4,530 4,825 4,992 5,221
Roscom-
mon

2,116 2,156 2,167 2,302 2,452 2,614 2,675 2,904

Sligo 3,703 3,852 3,912 3,915 3,927 3,797 3,854 3,917
Tipperary 9,511 8,734 8,596 8,231 8,576 8,952 8,848 9,572
Waterford 11,269 10,579 10,066 10,106 10,859 11,685 12,499 13,361
Westmeath 4,768 4,841 5,200 5,496 5,910 6,103 6,065 6,535
Wexford 6,524 6,363 6,417 6,730 6,830 7,010 7,233 7,618
Wicklow 6,126 5,787 5,952 5,816 5,915 6,043 6,224 6,396
Total 314,404 320,466 329,585 343,041 361,730 385,506 406,866 428,031

*Total includes permanent full-time, part-time, temporary and other contract types.  

Source: Annual Employment Survey 2017.  

Number Employed PFT* by County by Year in EI, IDA and UnG Supported Compa-
nies
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- Survey 
Year

- - - - - - -

County 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Carlow 2,651 2,871 3,002 3,029 3,125 3,214 3,350 3,596
Cavan 4,990 4,992 4,935 4,824 5,117 5,310 5,552 5,784
Clare 8,191 7,958 8,039 8,067 8,699 8,784 9,152 9,326
Cork 36,566 38,864 40,889 42,347 44,861 49,125 52,979 55,701
Donegal 6,051 6,268 6,248 6,511 6,671 7,181 7,518 8,478
Dublin 96,867 98,895 103,115 107,408 114,191 123,080 132,538 141,511
Galway 17,735 18,626 19,199 19,767 20,537 21,997 24,090 25,163
Kerry 5,170 5,285 5,467 5,607 5,915 6,375 6,573 6,816
Kildare 15,398 15,308 15,430 16,153 17,109 17,984 17,895 17,311
Kilkenny 3,292 3,262 3,595 3,566 3,944 4,248 4,462 4,610
Laois 1,292 1,150 1,032 1,156 1,138 1,242 1,307 1,405
Leitrim 1,470 1,282 1,167 960 1,062 1,139 1,210 1,316
Limerick 11,931 12,082 12,548 12,890 13,294 14,307 15,752 17,116
Longford 2,343 2,230 2,294 2,394 2,641 2,791 2,999 3,011
Louth 5,660 5,645 6,087 6,729 7,323 7,814 8,333 8,336
Mayo 6,795 7,002 6,988 7,317 7,533 7,588 7,691 7,957
Meath 5,695 5,847 6,117 6,593 7,078 7,608 7,773 7,895
Monaghan 3,915 3,913 4,011 4,169 4,332 4,569 4,835 5,133
Offaly 3,670 3,651 3,647 3,826 4,184 4,402 4,558 4,784
Roscom-
mon

1,964 1,956 1,971 2,090 2,220 2,375 2,454 2,597

Sligo 3,327 3,417 3,601 3,450 3,521 3,380 3,327 3,476
Tipperary 8,493 7,772 7,473 7,174 7,450 7,723 7,800 8,406
Waterford 9,962 9,598 9,169 9,302 9,748 10,210 10,788 11,600
Westmeath 4,297 4,411 4,798 5,120 5,342 5,536 5,519 5,826
Wexford 5,977 5,842 5,917 6,090 6,219 6,375 6,585 7,050
Wicklow 5,400 5,058 5,232 4,933 5,003 5,275 5,401 5,606

*PFT includes permanent full-time employees only.

Source: Annual Employment Survey 2017.

Number Employed in ‘Other’* by County by Year in EI, IDA and UnG Supported 
Companies

- Survey 
Year

- - - - - - -

County 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Carlow 191 319 305 348 352 324 328 313
Cavan 398 437 436 488 554 734 833 822
Clare 794 1,006 922 940 842 1,076 1,156 1,158
Cork 5,217 5,287 5,426 5,856 5,868 7,108 6,165 6,239
Donegal 1,014 1,036 913 969 1,049 1,188 1,192 799
Dublin 13,516 14,138 14,069 16,667 17,845 18,380 18,804 19,268
Galway 2,132 3,171 3,449 3,544 3,198 3,347 3,439 3,823
Kerry 813 804 967 990 1,217 963 835 1,073
Kildare 1,183 1,014 1,172 915 851 902 1,047 1,105
Kilkenny 576 528 502 396 475 392 474 448
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- Survey 
Year

- - - - - - -

County 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Laois 102 115 182 130 143 145 172 187
Leitrim 149 164 120 74 70 71 91 132
Limerick 1,100 1,062 1,254 1,539 1,488 1,369 1,680 1,830
Longford 261 242 211 309 465 535 497 433
Louth 1,004 1,128 1,073 1,214 1,151 1,115 1,071 1,487
Mayo 840 889 878 977 1,080 988 1,275 1,419
Meath 829 959 843 994 1,086 1,092 963 1,123
Monaghan 360 422 433 477 427 392 445 383
Offaly 226 302 310 305 346 423 434 437
Roscom-
mon

152 200 196 212 232 239 221 307

Sligo 376 435 311 465 406 417 527 441
Tipperary 1,018 962 1,123 1,057 1,126 1,229 1,048 1,166
Waterford 1,307 981 897 804 1,111 1,475 1,711 1,761
Westmeath 471 430 402 376 568 567 546 709
Wexford 547 521 500 640 611 635 648 568
Wicklow 726 729 720 883 912 768 823 790
*Other includes  employees on temporary, part-time or other contracts.

Source: Annual Employment Survey 2017.

02/10/2018WRO01100Job Initiatives

02/10/2018WRO01200305. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation her 
plans for the Future Jobs programme; the period the programme will cover; and if the social 
partners have been consulted for input to date. [39530/18]

02/10/2018WRO01300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Action Plan for Jobs process has been very successful in achieving its primary objective of job 
creation with over 377,000 new jobs created since it launched in 2012 and unemployment fall-
ing from a high of around 16% down to 5.8% in July 2018 (according to the latest CSO figures).

Enterprise 2025, published in 2015, set out the many challenges and opportunities facing 
our economy at the time and considerable progress has been made in achieving the objectives it 
set out.  Ireland has experienced economic growth at a faster pace than any of us envisaged in 
2015 and is, in fact, the fastest growing economy in the EU. 

The pace of economic growth has, however, given rise to certain constraints which we are 
all aware of. I recognise that there are vulnerabilities within our enterprise base, including 
concentrations in certain sectors and lower productivity performance in Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) across the economy. I am aware that skills shortages could constrict growth 
and that our labour force participation levels for certain cohorts are often lower than other 
comparable countries. Looking to the longer term, Project Ireland 2040 projects an increase in 
population of around 1 million people by 2040 requiring 660,000 additional jobs to be created 
over that period.

Furthermore, I know that Ireland’s future economic prospects will be shaped by internation-
al developments including Brexit and growing international protectionism. Moreover, techno-
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logical change will continue to fundamentally alter the types of jobs we will have in the future 
as well as the types of businesses supporting those jobs.

While the Government have comprehensively developed strategies which address many of 
these key challenges, we must avoid complacency and prepare for an uncertain future building 
on the strengths and successes of the Action Plan for Jobs process and Enterprise 2025. We need 
to be innovative in our approach to effectively tackle long-standing structural issues, to capture 
new areas of opportunity and to position Ireland for sustainable growth.

Against this backdrop, in July, the Government agreed to an ambitious initiative to guide the 
next phase of Ireland’s economic development - Future Jobs.  The initiative will be developed 
jointly by my Department and the Department of the Taoiseach.  It will harness the coordinated 
commitment across many Government Departments and agencies established through previous 
initiatives. 

Future Jobs will emphasise building resilience through improving productivity especially 
among Irish SMEs; enhancing skills levels and increasing participation in the labour force; 
preparedness for, and exploitation of, anticipated transformational changes arising from tech-
nological developments and the transition to a low carbon and digital based economy. 

My Department, supported by the Department of the Taoiseach, aims to host a National 
Summit in November that will be an opportunity to road-test the emerging Future Jobs 2019 
with policy makers and wider stakeholders before it is finalised and published in early 2019. 
My officials will shortly be engaging with key stakeholders, including social partners, to garner 
their insights.

02/10/2018WRO01400IDA Ireland

02/10/2018WRO01500306. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the status of each new advance building under the IDA’s €150 million property investment 
programme by outline planning, construction phase and final completion; and the location by 
address and cost for each such building in tabular form. [39531/18]

02/10/2018WRO01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): IDA 
Ireland are working towards ambitious targets to ensure that employment and investment are 
distributed as evenly as possible across the country. The IDA’s Regional Property Investment 
Programme has been designed to win investments and jobs into regional locations. As part 
of the first phase of the IDA’s Regional Property Programme, new buildings in Sligo, Castle-
bar and Tralee were constructed in 2017. New buildings are also planned in Galway, Carlow, 
Dundalk, Limerick, Athlone and Waterford over the next two years.

In terms of the construction costs, IDA Ireland adheres to public procurement guidelines 
and the relevant details of the respective contracts are shared on the eTenders platform. The 
buildings completed in Sligo, Castlebar and Tralee were constructed for the combined contract 
value of  approximately €11.6 million and the cost of construction for the buildings committed 
and underway in Dundalk, Limerick and Waterford is approximately €21.82 million. 

The table provides a breakdown on the status of each new advanced building under the 
IDA’s property investment programme.
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Project Address Progress Update Target Completion 
Date

Sligo Advanced 
Technology Building 
(ATB) 

Finisklin B&T Park, 
Co. Sligo

Completed and 
Leased

Q3 2017

Castlebar  ATB Castlebar B&T Park, 
Castlebar, Co. Mayo

Complete and in IDA 
possession

Q3 2017

Tralee ATB Kerry B&T Park, 
Tralee, Co. Kerry

Completed Q3 2017

Dundalk Advanced 
Office Building 
(AOB)

Finabair B&T Park, 
Dundalk, Co. Louth

Commenced July 
2018

Q2 2019

Galway ATB Parkmore B&T Park, 
Co. Galway

Contractor Appoint-
ment

Q3 2019

Athlone AOB Garrycastle B&T 
Park, Athlone, Co. 
Westmeath

Planning obtained 
& Stage 2 contrac-
tor tender pricing 
completed. Project 
on hold, subject site 
of interest to other 
client 

On Hold

Limerick AOB National Technology 
Park, Co. Limerick

Commenced March 
2018

Q1 2019

Carlow ATB Carlow At site selection 
stage & design team 
selections underway 

Q4 2019

Waterford ATB IDA B&T Park, Cork 
Road, Waterford

Commenced Q2 
2018

Q2 2019

02/10/2018WRO01700Local Enterprise Offices Data

02/10/2018WRO01800307. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of digital trading vouchers provided by LEOs in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and to 
date in 2018, by county in tabular form. [39533/18]

02/10/2018WRO01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
LEOs are the first-stop-shop for advice and guidance, financial assistance and other supports for 
those starting or growing their business. The LEOs can offer financial assistance to microenter-
prises (10 employees or fewer) in the manufacturing and internationally traded services sectors 
which, over time, have the potential to develop into strong export entities. The LEOs also offer 
soft supports in the form of training and mentoring, and a signposting service to other relevant 
state supports.

Micro-enterprises may also avail of the Trading Online Voucher Scheme (TOVS) from the 
LEOs. The Scheme offers the opportunity for businesses to develop their website or digital 
marketing strategy by availing of vouchers of up to €2,500 or 50% of eligible expenditure.

Table: TOVs approved by LEO (2014 – 30th June 2018)
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LEO 2014 2015 2016 2017 Number of 
TOV’s Ap-
proved in the 
period 1st 
Jan to 30th 
June 2018*

Carlow 18 29 22 12 1
Cavan 6 12 14 20 9
Clare 3 21 37 32 22
Cork City 21 30 35 32 16
Cork N/W 19 84 55 42 26
Cork South 16 76 47 35 19
Donegal 28 34 25 48 25
Dublin City 40 90 104 140 50
Dublin /DLR 30 92 74 78 17
Dublin Fin-
gal

53 48 51 51 32

Dublin South 8 24 37 38 26
Galway 6 24 54 44 24
Kerry 33 73 64 59 24
Kildare 28 45 24 43 10
Kilkenny 26 41 28 28 24
Laois 5 20 18 11 17
Leitrim 22 15 18 12 4
Limerick 25 52 58 45 16
Longford 3 12 12 15 11
Louth 14 28 39 55 27
Mayo 12 22 22 29 18
Meath 6 15 11 31 11
Monaghan 2 22 22 18 10
Offaly 6 24 14 15 12
Roscommon 4 23 18 22 15
Sligo 32 21 27 22 10
Tipperary 20 43 33 37 19
Waterford 29 32 49 46 9
Westmeath 9 30 25 29 9
Wexford 16 37 45 33 14
Wicklow 50 82 58 67 33
TOTALS 590 1,201 1,140 1,189 560
* Figures are provisional.

02/10/2018WRO02000Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRO02100308. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the cost of each seminar held on Project Ireland 2040, up to and including September 2018, by 
her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39576/18]
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02/10/2018WRO02200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): On 
the 29th of June 2018 my Department held an event to launch the report ‘Project Ireland 2040: 
Investing in Business, Enterprise and Innovation 2018 – 2027’ at The Mill Enterprise Centre, 
Drogheda.

Total costs incurred to date for the event and associated publication of the report amounted 
to €10,159.79, a breakdown of which is outlined in the table below. This is the only Project 
Ireland 2040 event that my Department has organised.

 Item  Cost
 Report design and printing  €5,840.04
 Catering  €1,230.30
 Audio-visual equipment rental  €2,847.45
 Photography  No invoice yet received
 Travel expenses (estimated)  €242.00
 Total  €10,159.79

02/10/2018WRO02300Consumer Protection

02/10/2018WRO02400309. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
way in which she plans to enforce the regulation of selling on online marketplaces of goods and 
products that fail to meet the required safety standards in the interest of consumer safety; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [39601/18]

02/10/2018WRO02500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Eu-
ropean product safety legislation places the onus on all economic operators – manufacturers, 
distributors and importers –  to ensure that only safe products are placed on the market, includ-
ing on online marketplaces. If economic operators become aware that products on the market 
present a potential hazard they must take appropriate measures, up to and including recall of 
the items, to ensure that the risk is removed. Any action taken by an operator must be notified 
to the relevant Market Surveillance Authority (MSA) in the State. Where an economic operator 
fails to take the action required, the relevant MSA will investigate and can order the economic 
operator to take the necessary corrective action. Where a product sold online originates in a 
country outside the EU, the economic operator will have to comply with the relevant customs 
authorities (whether in the State or in another jurisdiction) in relation to legislation covering 
products at point of entry into the EU.

There are a number of different MSAs in the State depending on the particular product in 
question. For example, the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) is the 
statutory body responsible for the enforcement of EU law for certain products that are placed 
on the market, including electrical products within a certain voltage range, certain items of 
personal protective equipment and toys. Investigations and enforcement matters generally are 
part of the day-to-day operational work of the CCPC. Section 9(5) of the Competition and 
Consumer Protection Act 2014 provides that the CCPC is independent in the performance of 
its functions. Therefore, I, as Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, have no direct 
function in such matters.

More generally, Section 42 of the Consumer Protection Act 2007 provides that a trader shall 
not engage in a misleading commercial practice. Section 43 of the Act provides that a commer-
cial practice is misleading if it includes the provision of false information or would be likely 
to cause the average consumer to be deceived or misled in relation to a range of matters, and 
if this would cause the average consumer to make a transactional or purchasing decision that 
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he or she would not otherwise make. The matters specified under section 43 include the risks a 
product presents to consumers; the results to be expected from a product; the results and mate-
rial features of tests or checks carried out on the product; and the existence, extent or nature of 
any approval or sponsorship of the product by others.  

Section 47 of the Act provides that a trader who engages in a misleading commercial prac-
tice under section 43 commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction or conviction 
on indictment to the penalties laid down in the Act. Breach of section 43 also constitutes a 
‘prohibited act or practice’ under section 67 of the Act and can be subject to a number of other 
enforcement options provided for in Part 5 of the Act, including prohibition orders (i.e. injunc-
tions) and compliance notices. Section 74 of the Act provides that a consumer aggrieved by 
a prohibited act or practice has a right of action for damages, including exemplary damages, 
against the trader who commits or engages in the prohibited act or practice.

  Question No. 310 answered with Question No. 300.

02/10/2018WRO02600Enterprise Ireland Expenditure

02/10/2018WRO02700311. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of the expenditure of allocated funds under the Community Enterprise Initiative 2016 for 
the Monksland incubator hub in County Roscommon; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [39695/18]

02/10/2018WRO02800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Community Enterprise Initiative was a €5 million competitive fund to support community-
driven enterprise development initiatives. I understand from Enterprise Ireland that 118 appli-
cations were considered. There was strong demand for the funding and the process was highly 
competitive. Some 32 applications exceeded the standard required for funding, following as-
sessment by an external assessor, Committee adjudication and approval by Enterprise Ireland.

Enterprise Ireland announced the results on 1 June 2016 and the company in question was 
successful. All letters of offer under the Community Enterprise Initiative were dispatched on 
the day the Scheme’s successful applicants were announced, including the letter of offer to the 
company concerned. 

Enterprise Ireland has informed me that there has been a modification to the project as origi-
nally proposed.  In that regard, no payments have been made to date to the company concerned 
in relation to its project. The project is, however, ongoing and Enterprise Ireland continues to 
engage with the company with the next meeting scheduled later this month.  

02/10/2018WRO02900Workplace Relations Commission

02/10/2018WRO03000312. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the estimated full-year cost of recruiting an extra eight HEO inspection team managers and 
35 extra EO inspectors for the Workplace Relations Commission; the current staff complement 
for the office; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39745/18]

02/10/2018WRO03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Staff-
ing levels of my Department, its Offices and Agencies reflect the requirement to manage the pay 
bill and staff numbers in accordance with Government pay policy with staff resources deployed 
in the most effective and efficient manner as appropriate to business needs and key priorities at 
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any given time.

The Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is an office of the Department of Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation and was established on 1 October 2015 under the Workplace Rela-
tions Act 2015. The main functions of the WRC are to promote the improvement of workplace 
relations, the maintenance of good workplace relations and promote and encourage compliance 
with relevant employment legislation.

The current staffing of the WRC is set out in tabular form:

GRADE WRC
Director General (WRC) 1
Assistant Secretary 1
Principal Officer 5
Legal Advisor (PO) 1
Solicitor 1
Assistant Principal 22
Administrative Officer 1
Higher Executive Office 21
Executive Officer 69
Clerical Officer 61
Total 183
There are currently 7 HEO Inspection Team Managers and 51 EO inspectors. Both of these 

grades carry an allowance of €8,160 per annum.  

I have set out, in the table below, the full-year cost of a further 8 HEO Inspection Team 
Managers and 35 extra EO Inspectors. The estimate is based on internal figures used for es-
timating the average wage for HEO and EO, plus the rate of allowance. The total extra cost 
would be €2,354,408.32 as outlined in the calculations below:

Grade Average Wage Allowance Total for one Total for no. 
requested 

HEO Inspection 
Team Managers

€54,857.89 €8,160.00 €63,017.89 504,143.12*

EO Inspectors €44,704.72 €8160.00 €52,864.72 1,850,265.2**
* Total for 8 HEO Inspection Team Managers.

** Total for 35 EO Inspectors.

02/10/2018WRO03200Trade Missions

02/10/2018WRO03300313. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion her plans to have a trade mission to the east coast of the United States of America before 
the end of 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39768/18]

02/10/2018WRO03400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
March this year, Enterprise Ireland announced that it was set to undertake over 200 interna-
tional and domestic trade events in 2018 to accelerate the number of Enterprise Ireland clients 
diversifying into new markets, beyond the UK and into the Eurozone and global markets. The 
number of trade events being undertaken represents a 50% increase on 2017, reflecting the chal-
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lenge that Brexit poses for Irish businesses. 70 of these export focused trade events are being 
led by Government Ministers.

Given the strong economic and cultural ties, and the volume of mutual trade and investment, 
Ireland has a keen interest in promoting constructive trade and economic relations with the US.  

In May 2018, I held a series of key political, trade and economic meetings with the US 
Administration and business leaders, in Washington and New York.  These included meetings 
in Washington DC with US Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross, United States Trade Represen-
tative Ambassador Jeff Gerrish, White House Cyber Security Adviser Gail Slater, as well as 
the US Chamber of Commerce and a Roundtable with the Business Council of International 
Understanding.

At present there are no plans for a trade mission to the US East Coast before the end of 2018.  

Later in the year, officials from my Department will begin discussions with Enterprise Ire-
land on the proposed Ministerial trade mission list for 2019, when consideration will be given 
to scheduling further US Trade Missions at that time. 

02/10/2018WRO03500Brexit Staff

02/10/2018WRO03600314. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 552 of 7 September 2018, when this information will be 
collated and available. [39937/18]

02/10/2018WRO03700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
have been advised by my Office that the response issued to the Questions Office on 25 Septem-
ber 2018 for onward transmission to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRO03800Brexit Staff

02/10/2018WRO03900315. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Brexit staff hired by her Department and agencies under her remit in 2017 and to 
date in 2018 following the announcement of additional staff recruitment as a Brexit measure in 
both budgets 2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [39938/18]

02/10/2018WRO04000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): With 
regard to my own Department, a dedicated Brexit Unit was established in 2016 and is led at 
Assistant Secretary level within the EU Affairs and Trade Policy Division, to coordinate and 
represent the Departmental and Agencies response to Brexit and to support me in my position 
at the Cabinet Committee dealing with Brexit. The Unit also leads on engagement with a broad 
range of stakeholders to inform and validate our response to Brexit. 

When the unit was set up in 2016 it consisted of three staff, one Principal Officer, one As-
sistant Principal Officer and one Higher Executive Officer. Additional staffing of two Assistant 
Principal Officers, one Higher Executive Officer and one Clerical Officer were appointed in 
2017. The Department are also seeking to appoint a further HEO / AO to the Unit. 

Staff expertise is also being drawn from across a number of different policy areas of the 
Department in shaping our Brexit response and a number of areas that are most impacted have 
been assigned additional staff including but not exclusively to deal with Brexit. We are continu-
ally prioritising the Brexit challenges and will actively keep the staffing requirements under 
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review through workforce planning. 

I have set out in the statistical table below the number of Brexit staff recruited (and to be 
recruited) by my Department and the Agencies under it’s remit in 2017 and to date in 2018 fol-
lowing the announcement of additional staff recruitment as a Brexit measure in both Budgets 
2017 and 2018. 

Budget 2017 and Budget 2018 - Posts and Recruitment 

Recruited In Process of Re-
cruiting

Total Additional 
Posts

Department 4 1 5
Enterprise Ireland 45 12 57
IDA Ireland 13 4 17
Science Foundation 
Ireland

5 5

Health and Safety 
Authority

6 4 10

Total 73 21 94
Given the wide mission that my Department and it’s Agencies have, the UK’s decision to 

leave the European Union continues to impact significantly on all policy fields. In this con-
text, officers across all areas may deal with Brexit related queries depending on their nature; 
and many other posts within the Department and its Agencies have responsibilities relating to 
Brexit. 

02/10/2018WRO04100Brexit Supports

02/10/2018WRO04200316. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
steps she is taking in order to assist more businesses to accelerate contingency planning in order 
to be prepared for Brexit; the resources that have been put in place in order to achieve this in 
view of the fact that a recent survey (details supplied) showed that business preparedness for 
Brexit remained low; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40055/18]

02/10/2018WRO04300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Re-
cent research published by my Department indicates a significant increase in levels of Brexit-
preparedness among businesses surveyed. The overall number of businesses with a Brexit plan 
in place was found to be 28%, up from 16% at this time last year. Moreover, that figure rises to 
44% of those businesses that described themselves as having been strongly impacted by Brexit, 
which is up from 17% in the previous survey. 

While I am encouraged that these results are going in the right direction, there remains much 
to do to ensure that businesses are planning for Brexit and are well-placed to face the challenges 
that it presents. To that end, my Department and its agencies have put in place a number of sup-
ports to assist businesses plan for Brexit and continue raise awareness of these supports.

Enterprise Ireland has established a “Prepare for Brexit online” portal and communications 
campaign, as well as an online “Brexit SME Scorecard” to help Irish businesses to self-assess 
their exposure to Brexit, and a Be Prepared Grant to support SME clients in planning to mitigate 
the risks arising from Brexit. It has also launched a new Eurozone Strategy to help SMEs to 
broaden their footprint beyond the UK. 
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As part of awareness-raising activities, EI is rolling out regional Brexit Advisory Clinics 
throughout the year. To date, clinics have been held in Letterkenny, Tralee, Portlaoise, Clarem-
orris, Cootehill, Charleville and the Aviva Stadium in Dublin. Further events will be held in 
Galway, Dundalk, Waterford and Limerick. A two-day Brexit consultancy support is also being 
rolled out to individual clients to help them to develop a detailed sustainable growth plan. 

The suite of Local Enterprise Office Brexit supports available to micro and small businesses 
through the 31 LEOs nationwide includes a “Technical Assistance for Micro-enterprises” grant, 
designed to support qualifying businesses to diversify into new markets, enabling companies to 
explore and develop new market opportunities. This is accompanied by tailored mentoring to 
address Brexit-related business challenges, and targeted training on specific Brexit challenges, 
including financial aspects and capability building in innovation, competitiveness and opportu-
nity diagnosis.

02/10/2018WRO04350Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRO04375317. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the cost of her Department’s stand at the National Ploughing Championship 2018; the 
number of staff deployed from her Department for the week; and the cost of same.  [40418/18]

02/10/2018WRO04387Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Over 
the course of the week, a total of 41 staff across various areas of my Department and its offices 
attended the 2018 National Ploughing Championships, some on a roster basis, to engage with 
the public and promote various aspects of our work. These included the Workplace Relations 
Commission, the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement, the Patents Office, Employ-
ment Permits Unit, Finance for Growth Unit, SME Policy Unit and Enterprise Agencies Unit. 
The presence of these staff at the National Ploughing Championships was to:

- Promote awareness of supports available to enterprise;

- Provide advice to the public on their rights and responsibilities under employment legisla-
tion;

- Advise businesses on the protection of their intellectual property;

- Provide advice on Ireland’s employment permits system;

- Provide information and guidance on company law issues.

The total cost of stands, including the cost of designing and constructing branded advertis-
ing displays, was €23,295. Much of this material will be used again at future events includ-
ing the branded advertising displays promoting the range of Workplace Relations Commission 
(WRC) Services and the “Walk Through Working Life Exhibition”. I understand that €1,000 in 
‘litter fees’ will be refunded by the Irish Ploughing Association following the adverse weather 
that affected the event.

Where travel and subsistence costs were incurred by staff attending the event, expenses will 
be paid at the normal civil service rates. 

Additionally, a number of the agencies of my Department, for whom the ploughing cham-
pionships are a significant opportunity to engage with the public, had a presence at the event. 
These included Enterprise Ireland, the Local Enterprise Offices, Science Foundation Ireland 
and the Health and Safety Authority.
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02/10/2018WRO04400Medical Card Applications

02/10/2018WRO04500318. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39395/18]

02/10/2018WRO04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

02/10/2018WRO04700Vaccination Programme

02/10/2018WRO04800319. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will commission an investiga-
tion into the Pandemrix vaccine in view of the recent revelations published in a journal (details 
supplied) regarding same; and if he will clarify comments made in Dáil Éireann. [39888/18]

02/10/2018WRO04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I cannot comment on individual cases or 
matters that are the subject of litigation, one of which is a case managed by the High Court 
concerning the issue of Discovery. However, I can provide background information on this 
litigation and clarify matters that are already in the public domain. 

As of 24 September 2018, letters of potential claims against the Minister, the Health Ser-
vices Executive and GlaxoSmithKline Biological SA have been initiated by seventy three indi-
viduals and in 61 of these cases formal legal proceedings have been issued. The plaintiffs allege 
personal injury in which they claim the development of narcolepsy resulted from the adminis-
tration of the H1N1 pandemic vaccine.  

The management of these cases transferred to the State Claims Agency on 15 October 2013 
when the Taoiseach signed the National Treasury Management Agency (Delegation of Claims 
Management Functions) (Amendment) Order 2013. It would not be appropriate for me as Min-
ister to interfere in the management of these claims which are delegated to the State Claims 
Agency. 

It should also be observed that the European Medicines Agency has formally responded to 
the British Medical Journal (BMJ) publication referred to in the question, stating that it consid-
ers that the article misrepresents the work of the European Medicines Agency and draws incor-
rect conclusions based on scientifically invalid comparisons of data. The Agency has described 
the conclusions in the BMJ article as flawed and misleading to readers and the wider public. 

My main priority as Minister for Health is that individuals and families affected receive ap-
propriate health and social care supports.  My Department continues to engage with the HSE, 
the Department of Education and Skills, and the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection to ensure the provision of a range of services and supports, on an ex-gratia basis.  
The HSE’s Advocacy Unit acts as liaison with other service providers and Government Depart-
ments to facilitate access to required services. It is in regular contact with the individuals af-
fected and their families; and regional co-ordinators have been appointed to assist by providing 
advice, information and access to local services.

I continue to engage with the Minister for Justice and the Minister for Finance on what 
further improvements can be made to the legal framework governing the management of, inter 
alia, certain vaccine damage cases.

I wish to acknowledge the impact on the lives of these people and families affected by 
narcolepsy and reiterate my commitment to the on-going provision of appropriate services and 
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supports.

02/10/2018WRO05000Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRO05100320. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the communications, press and 
public relations budget allocated to his Department for 2018; the way in which it is being spent; 
if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39374/18]

02/10/2018WRO05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy is 
not immediately available. The information will be compiled and forwarded to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

02/10/2018WRO05300Health Services Staff Remuneration

02/10/2018WRO05400321. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if a service (details supplied) 
is on the list of section 39 facilities included in the recent Workplace Relations Commission 
talks and future restoration and pay increases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39388/18]

02/10/2018WRO05500322. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if funding will be allocated to 
a hospice (details supplied) and other voluntary hospices to allow them to meet pay restoration 
costs for 2017 and 2018 in line with HSE pay levels in view of the fact that the grant allocation 
to the hospice from the HSE is based on specific staffing levels and the service agreement with 
the HSE states that it must comply with HSE pay levels; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39392/18]

02/10/2018WRO05600448. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the increase in funding re-
quired for section 39 organisations for total pay restoration of section 39 workers as per the 
internal audit report of the HSE. [40017/18]

02/10/2018WRO05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 321, 322 and 448 together.

You will be aware that in February 2018, an agreement was reached at the Workplace Rela-
tions Commission (WRC) between my Department, the HSE and health sector Trade Unions 
in relation to a process aimed at resolving the pay restoration issue for staff employed by sec-
tion 39 bodies in 50 pilot organisations.  Neither the Galway hospice nor the Red Door Project 
Addiction Services, Drogheda are included in the pilot process.  The 50 organisations included 
were agreed at the WRC by all parties.

I asked the HSE to engage with the Section 39 organisations to establish the facts around 
what cuts were applied and how and when they were implemented. The HSE has completed the 
first phase of their work in relation to the agencies identified as part of the WRC process.  This 
exercise has shown that of the agencies who returned data, a majority did apply pay reductions 
of some form.  It also showed that some agencies made some form of pay restoration between 
2016 and 2018. 

Two conciliation meetings took place between the parties at the WRC in July 2018. These 
talks reconvened on 18 September 2018 and will continue on 2 October 2018. 

02/10/2018WRP00300Disability Services Funding
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02/10/2018WRP00400323. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
provision of funding to an organisation (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the 
need for funding to be provided to meet the needs in this area; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39397/18]

02/10/2018WRP00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRP00600Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

02/10/2018WRP00700324. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
ing for an appointment with CAMHS in County Tipperary; the length of time they are waiting 
for an appointment; the efforts being made to reduce these waiting lists; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39416/18]

02/10/2018WRP00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/10/2018WRP00900Treatment Benefit Scheme Applications

02/10/2018WRP01000325. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE is not 
paying a person (details supplied) for the treatment abroad scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39417/18]

02/10/2018WRP01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE operates two schemes which fa-
cilitate patients accessing treatments abroad.  The first is the Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) 
which applies where the treatment is not available in the Irish public hospital system.

The second is under the Cross Border Directive (CBD).  Under the terms of the Direc-
tive, patients of an EU/EEA Member State who meet the necessary criteria may opt to avail of 
healthcare provided under the legislation of their Member State of affiliation in another EU/
EEA Member State and be reimbursed the lesser of the cost of receiving the treatment abroad, 
or the cost in their own Member State. 

The HSE have confirmed that they have not received an application from Mr Poslada in 
respect of either the TAS or CBD. 

On the basis of the information given, Mr Poslada was not eligible for the TAS as the treat-
ment did not meet the criteria for that scheme, one of which is that the treatment is not available 
in the patient’s member state. 

If Mr Poslada would like to contact HSE National Contact Point office they will advise him 
on how to make an application under the CBD, which the HSE will then assess.  The contact 
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details are: National Contact Point: HSE Cross Border Directive, St Canice’s Hospital, Dublin 
Road, Kilkenny. Tel: 056 778 4547 or 056 778 4546 or 056 778 4556. email: 

crossborderdirective@hse.ie. 

02/10/2018WRP01200Hospital Appointments Status

02/10/2018WRP01300326. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when an appointment with a consultant cardiologist in the Midland Re-
gional Hospital, Tullamore will be expedited. [39427/18]

02/10/2018WRP01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/10/2018WRP01500Mental Health Services

02/10/2018WRP01600327. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the recourse or redress available 
for persons who were subject to electroconvulsive therapy in earlier years and who suffered 
long-term negative effects in view of the damage caused by the health service. [39428/18]

02/10/2018WRP01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Electroconvulsive 
Therapy (ECT) is a treatment which can be used for severe and often intractable cases of clini-
cal depression and other psychiatric illnesses such as schizophrenia and bipolar disorder.  It is 
an individual specific treatment prescribed by the treating consultant psychiatrist based on an 
assessment of the patient concerned. 

ECT can be administered as a lifesaving treatment in catatonia, acute suicidality and where 
patients have stopped eating and drinking as a result of severe depressive illness.  Elderly per-
sons may be administered ECT where an individual’s health or life is at risk due to self-neglect.  
It is also occasionally used in patients who are unable to tolerate antidepressant treatment as a 
result of severe side effects or adverse side effects.

ECT is an extremely effective treatment in appropriately assessed and selected patients and 
the evidence base for its use is significant.  Early use of ECT is also associated with shorter and 
less costly hospital stays while it has also been reported to enhance health related quality of life 
and activities of daily living.

The College of Psychiatry of Ireland carried out an analysis of treatment outcomes for a 
group of involuntary patients administered ECT under section 59(1)(b) of the Mental Health 
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Act 2001.  93% of patients were recorded as having made either a significant recovery or com-
plete recovery.  These figures are in keeping with international figures.

The Mental Health Commission is the regulator for mental health services in Ireland and 
the use of ECT is regulated in accordance with the Mental Health Act 2001 as amended.  This 
Act includes robust legal safeguards which provide that ECT can only be administered to in-
voluntary patients in accordance with Rules drawn up by the Commission.  The most recent 
legislative change regarding ECT was in 2016 when the 2001 Act was amended to ensure that 
involuntary patients with capacity can no longer be given ECT against their will. 

The latest available figures from the Commission on the use of ECT in approved centres 
show that 263 people were administered ECT in 2016.  The majority of programmes of ECT 
were administered to residents who were admitted on a voluntary basis when they commenced 
their programme of ECT, accounting for in excess of 80% of programmes of ECT.

ECT is one form of treatment used for treating persons with mental illness and I have no 
specific plans to make available any recourse or redress measures for persons who have re-
ceived ECT or any other treatment for mental illness.

02/10/2018WRP01800Health Action Plan

02/10/2018WRP01900328. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the Sláintecare evaluation 
was commissioned by the HSE or his Department (details supplied); the reason it has not been 
published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39429/18]

02/10/2018WRP02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a matter for the Health Service 
Executive, I have requested the Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

02/10/2018WRP02100Civil Registration Service

02/10/2018WRP02200329. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 289 of 29 March 2018, the status of the implementation of the recommendations con-
tained in the civil registrations national review report; the details of the working group that has 
been established on foot of this report; the number of times it has met since its establishment; 
the number of recommendations from the report that have been implemented to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39430/18]

02/10/2018WRP02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

02/10/2018WRP02400Hospital Appointments Status

02/10/2018WRP02500330. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment at Cork University Hospital, CUH, for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39431/18]

02/10/2018WRP02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
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individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/10/2018WRP02700Disability Services Data

02/10/2018WRP02800331. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of physiothera-
pists, occupational therapists and psychologists for neurodisability services in the community 
in County Meath. [39432/18]

02/10/2018WRP02900332. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of persons accessing 
disability services in the community in County Meath. [39433/18]

02/10/2018WRP03000333. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the provisions that are made in 
cases in which health care professionals working with those with disability take leave of ab-
sence in view of the fact that a psychologist went on leave of absence for a year and was not 
replaced. [39434/18]

02/10/2018WRP03100334. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of services that are 
dedicated to persons living with neurological disabilities in County Meath; and the number of 
same nationally. [39435/18]

02/10/2018WRP03200335. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of services that are 
dedicated to persons living with neurological disabilities; the respite available to persons with 
neurological disabilities in County Meath; and the number for same nationally. [39436/18]

02/10/2018WRP03300336. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health his plans to upgrade disability 
services in line with need in County Meath. [39438/18]

02/10/2018WRP03400337. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the way in which the budget for 
disability services in County Meath compares with other counties per capita in tabular form. 
[39439/18]

02/10/2018WRP03500428. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the HSE’s plans to increase and 
provide a dedicated neurological day service facility in County Meath. [39920/18]

02/10/2018WRP03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 331 to 337, 
inclusive and No. 428 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  
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As the Deputy’s questions relate to service issues, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRP04300Disability Services Funding

02/10/2018WRP04400338. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if extra funding will be provided 
for disability services in County Meath in budget 2019 in view of the fact that services are now 
worse than during the recession. [39440/18]

02/10/2018WRP04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The level of 
funding available for my Department is being considered as part of the national Estimates and 
budgetary process for 2019 which is currently underway.  Pending completion of this process it 
is not appropriate for me to comment further at this stage.

02/10/2018WRP04600Disability Support Services Provision

02/10/2018WRP04700339. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a wheelchair will be made 
available to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39445/18]

02/10/2018WRP04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRQ00200Cancer Screening Programmes

02/10/2018WRQ00300340. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the way in which mediators are be-
ing selected to work on CervicalCheck cases; if all mediators involved are fully qualified; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39456/18]

02/10/2018WRQ00400357. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the arrangements in place for 
the appointment of mediators engaged in the CervicalCheck mediation process; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39515/18]

02/10/2018WRQ00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 340 and 
357 together.

I am informed by the State Claims Agency that, as with all claims, the Mediator is appointed 
by agreement between the parties in the Cervical Check claims.  If the parties cannot agree a 
mediator, there are institutions which may make an appointment, including the Law Society of 
Ireland, the Mediators Institute of Ireland, the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, and Mediation 
Ireland.  However, to date all mediators have been appointed by agreement between the parties.  
All mediators used in the Cervical Check litigation are fully accredited.

02/10/2018WRQ00600Personal Injury Claims

02/10/2018WRQ00700341. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if alternative dispute resolution 
professionals such as mediators will be asked to present to or work with the expert group on al-
ternatives to court in clinical negligence claims in order to give their views on the way in which 
alternative dispute resolution processes might work in medical negligence cases; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39458/18]
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02/10/2018WRQ00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Government agreed in June this year to the 
establishment of an Expert Group to review the law of torts and the current systems for the man-
agement of clinical negligence claims.  They agreed that High Court Justice Charles Meenan 
would chair the Group which would advise on whether there are alternative mechanisms to the 
current court process for resolving clinical negligence and personal injury claims. 

Judge Meenan’s Expert Group will especially examine the system from the perspective of 
the person who has made the claim to explore if there is a better way to deal effectively yet 
more sensitively with certain cases.  In this process the Group will also look at the impact of 
tort legislation on the overall patient safety culture and open disclosure. 

The terms of reference for this work are:

a) review the law of torts from the perspective of the management of clinical negligence and 
personal injury claims in order to assess the effectiveness of the legal framework and to advise 
on and make recommendations on what further legal reforms or operational changes could be 
made to improve the current system;

b) consider whether there may be an alternative mechanism to the court process for resolv-
ing clinical negligence claims, or particular categories of claims, particularly from the per-
spective of the person who has made the claim. To do this, the Group will examine whether a 
mechanism could be established which would deal more sensitively and in a more timely fash-
ion with catastrophic birth injuries, certain vaccine damage claims, or with claims where there 
is no dispute about liability from the outset. It will also examine whether an alternative dispute 
resolution mechanism or a no-fault system would be effective in some cases; 

c) examine the role of the HSE in addressing the problems encountered by persons involved 
in clinical negligence claims and addressing the health needs of persons affected by clinical 
negligence, with consideration given to whether particular care packages could be made avail-
able for persons with specific injuries, e.g. cerebral palsy following birth;

d) examine the role of the State Claims Agency in managing clinical negligence claims on 
behalf of the HSE to determine whether improvements can be made to the current claims man-
agement process;   

e) consider the impact of current tort legislation on the overall patient safety culture, includ-
ing reporting on open disclosure.

In July this year, Judge Meenan issued a press statement and invited submissions from the 
public and other relevant parties on the Group’s terms of reference. It received 39 submissions 
from interested parties which will inform the deliberations of the Group during the course of 
its work.  I expect that the Group will examine mediation as part of its work on alternative 
mechanisms.  The Group met for the first time on 5 September to commence its work and I look 
forward to receiving Judge Meenan’s Interim Report after three months and his final report in 
February 2019.

02/10/2018WRQ00900HSE Waiting Lists

02/10/2018WRQ01000342. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with a 
mental health or intellectual disability diagnosis who are awaiting an appointment for more 
than three, six, nine, 12, 18, 24 and 36 months, respectively, by CHO, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39460/18]
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02/10/2018WRQ01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/10/2018WRQ01200Ambulance Service Staff

02/10/2018WRQ01300343. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of paramedics 
at each level who have been hired in each month since January 2017, by unqualified, qualified 
to paramedic and qualified to advanced paramedic, respectively; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39463/18]

02/10/2018WRQ01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

02/10/2018WRQ01500Ambulance Service Staff

02/10/2018WRQ01600344. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of job offers 
made for paramedic posts in each month since January 2017; the offers made to unqualified, 
qualified to paramedic and qualified to advanced paramedic, respectively; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39464/18]

02/10/2018WRQ01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

02/10/2018WRQ01800Hospital Appointments Status

02/10/2018WRQ01900345. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a procedure for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39470/18]

02/10/2018WRQ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRQ02100Services for People with Disabilities

02/10/2018WRQ02200346. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the HSE 
needs to move from a diagnosis-based service to a needs-based service with regard to services 
for persons with disabilities. [39476/18]

02/10/2018WRQ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I understand 
that the Deputies question relates to Children’s Disability Services. The Government is commit-
ted to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to 
live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and 
enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.  This 
commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two 
principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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02/10/2018WRQ02400Disability Services Provision

02/10/2018WRQ02500347. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health his plans for a disability service 
(details supplied) in County Meath; and his further plans for the facility. [39477/18]

02/10/2018WRQ02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRQ02700Disabilities Assessments

02/10/2018WRQ02800348. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 373 of 12 June 2018, if a refund can be obtained for private diagnoses in view of 
the fact that the child was waiting six months. [39482/18]

02/10/2018WRQ02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I understand 
that the Deputy’s question relates to Parliamentary Question No. 720 of 12 June 2018.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRQ03000Pharmacy Regulations

02/10/2018WRQ03100349. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
proposed changes by an organisation (details supplied) to pharmacy regulations under the Phar-
macy Act 2007, which would undermine the qualifications awarded to pharmacy assistants; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39486/18]

02/10/2018WRQ03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act.  
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.  

Section 30 of the Act provides for an exception to the general provision in the Act which 
requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under the personal 
supervision of a registered pharmacist, and specifies that no offence is committed where a reg-
istered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during the temporary 
absence of the registered pharmacist”.
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Section 30 also permits the Council to make rules as to:

1. What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and

2. What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

On June 21, the Council of the Society approved for issuance for public consultation the 
proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018.  This public consultation commenced on 17 July and ran until 14 Au-
gust and afforded any interested party the opportunity to make representations on the matter 
directly to the PSI.

Following completion of the public consultation phase, the Council of the PSI considered 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018 at its meeting on the 20th September 2018 where Council approved the 
draft rules without amendment. 

My role in relation to this process is limited to the consideration of any such Rules once 
submitted for my approval.  I must consider any Rules presented to me from a fair and impartial 
perspective, without prejudice or prejudgement. 

I await the receipt of the Rules for my consideration from the PSI and until that time, I am 
unfortunately not in a position to comment any further on the matter raised.

02/10/2018WRQ03300Disabilities Assessments

02/10/2018WRQ03400350. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting for an initial disability assessment in County Louth in the age brackets 18 to 65 years of 
age and over 65 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39488/18]

02/10/2018WRQ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRQ03600Hospital Appointments Status

02/10/2018WRQ03700351. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39492/18]

02/10/2018WRQ03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/10/2018WRQ03900Dental Services Waiting Lists

02/10/2018WRQ04000352. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when treatment will be provided 
to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39499/18]

02/10/2018WRQ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRQ04200Medicinal Products Reimbursement

02/10/2018WRQ04300353. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the way in which persons who will 
be 22 years of age in the next six months will be treated in terms of the FreeStyle Libre reim-
bursement scheme if they no longer qualify for the reimbursement scheme but wish to continue 
using same. [39506/18]

02/10/2018WRQ04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRQ04500Community Drug Schemes

02/10/2018WRQ04600354. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 82 of 29 May 2018, if the monitoring of finger test strip utilisation indicated a cost or a 
saving; and the HSE’s next steps in the utilisation of finger test strip monitoring. [39507/18]

02/10/2018WRQ04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRQ04800Disabilities Assessments

02/10/2018WRQ04900355. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
in County Louth waiting on an initial assessment of needs; the number of children in County 
Louth waiting longer than three, six and 12 months, respectively for an assessment of needs; if 
the HSE in County Louth is in compliance with the regulations governing assessments of needs 
by which assessments must be completed within three months from commencement unless 
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there are exceptional circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39509/18]

02/10/2018WRQ05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRQ05100Health Services Staff Data

02/10/2018WRQ05200356. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of approved consul-
tant audiologists in County Wexford; the number in place; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39514/18]

02/10/2018WRQ05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

Question No. 357 answered with Question No. 340.

02/10/2018WRR00200Cancer Screening Programmes

02/10/2018WRR00300358. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the qualifications the media-
tors engaged in the CervicalCheck mediation process are required to hold; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39516/18]

02/10/2018WRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy 
falls under the remit of the State Claims Agency.

I have referred the question to the Agency and my Department will forward the information 
to the Deputy when received.

02/10/2018WRR00500Medical Products Supply

02/10/2018WRR00600359. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of providing 
combined oral and other contraceptive options such as the coil, implant, injection and vaginal 
ring free of charge on prescription; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39517/18]

02/10/2018WRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of the community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRR00800Health Services Reform
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02/10/2018WRR00900360. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health his plans to overhaul eye care 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39543/18]

02/10/2018WRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRR01100Health Services Expenditure

02/10/2018WRR01200361. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a report from an association (details supplied) that it is 50% cheaper for a person to be seen 
in his or her community than in tertiary care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39544/18]

02/10/2018WRR01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am aware of the pre-budget submission 
and the Better Eye-care for All report of the association(details supplied).

The HSE published the Report of the Primary Care Eye Services Review Group in June 
2017.  The overall aim of the Review is to reorganise primary care eye services with an in-
creased emphasis on maximising delivery of a comprehensive service at primary care level, 
thereby also releasing capacity in the acute sector to provide more complex services.  This re-
flects Government policy, which aims to maximise the proportion of people’s healthcare needs 
met in the community. 

To support the implementation of the Report, funding of €1m was allocated in 2018 to es-
tablish primary care eye teams in South and West Dublin and to further develop the primary 
care eye team in North Dublin to help alleviate waiting lists. 

The level of funding available for my Department for 2019 is being considered as part of the 
Estimates and budgetary process which is currently underway.

02/10/2018WRR01400Health Services Data

02/10/2018WRR01500362. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Louth benefitting from the European Union’s INTERREG IVA programme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39545/18]

02/10/2018WRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The current EU programme, INTERREG V 
covering the period 2014-2020 has four priority areas, one of which is health.  For the health 
priority, the funding available for the duration of the Programme is €62m, €53m of which is EU 
funding.  

A number of the successful projects will be led by the Health Service Executive on behalf 
of the Co-Operation and Working Together (CAWT) Partnership.  These projects are in the 
areas of Mental Health, Acute Services; Health and Wellbeing and Children’s Services.  In ad-
dition, CAWT is a partner in a project on Primary Care and Older People which is led by NHS 
24 (Scotland).

The Acute Services project, which I believe the Deputy is referring to in his question, is 
called The Connecting Services, Citizens and Communities Project.  It was approved for fund-
ing of around €8m by the Special EU Programmes Body Steering Committee. Around 13,000 
patients in the border region, including County Louth, will benefit from the implementation of 
the project.     
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The project aims to enhance access to high priority medical and surgical interventions for 
people living far from regional hospital centres.  The project aims to modernise acute services 
provision through the use of new and innovative technologies such as e-health solutions.  Re-
mote patient interaction will also be supported through the use of consultation by video confer-
encing technology.  The project has both scheduled and unscheduled care work streams.  

I am advised by the HSE that County Louth patients will benefit from a number of aspects of 
the project including the establishment of a Clinical Decision Unit in Daisyhill Hospital, Newry 
for unscheduled care; an Emergency Department Improvement Programme; the development 
of a Dermatology service and an investment in hospital equipment.  It is estimated that approxi-
mately 500 patients will directly benefit from the Clinical Decision Unit and Dermatology ser-
vice.  In addition all patients attending Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital’s Emergency Department 
should benefit from a stream-lined patient pathway.

02/10/2018WRR01700Hospital Waiting Lists Data

02/10/2018WRR01800363. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of children on a 
waiting list for children’s ophthalmology outpatient services in County Louth in each of the 
years from 2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018; the number of children waiting three, six, nine, 12 
months and in excess of 12 months, respectively, in tabular form. [39546/18]

02/10/2018WRR01900364. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of children on a wait-
ing list for children’s ophthalmology inpatient services in County Louth in each of the years 
from 2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018; the number of children waiting three, six, nine, 12 and 
in excess of 12 months, respectively, in tabular form [39547/18]

02/10/2018WRR02000365. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of children on a 
waiting list for children’s ophthalmology inpatient and outpatient services by county in tabular 
form. [39548/18]

02/10/2018WRR02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 363 to 365, 
inclusive, together.

Reducing waiting time for patients for hospital operations and procedures is a key priority 
for the Government and €50 million was provided to the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) in 2018 to secure treatment for patients. The Inpatient/Day Case Action Plan, published 
last April outlines the combined impact of HSE and NTPF activity in 2018. 

I have requested the relevant information from the National Treatment Purchase Fund and 
will revert to the Deputy with a response once the information becomes available.  

02/10/2018WRR02400Hospital Waiting Lists Action Plans

02/10/2018WRR02500366. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with ophthal-
mology outpatient and inpatient waiting lists in County Louth and other counties; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39549/18]

02/10/2018WRR02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I acknowledge that, nationally, the IPDC and 
Outpatient waiting lists are a challenge to be addressed in 2018.  Waiting times can often unac-
ceptably long and I am conscious of the burden that this places on patients and their families.  

Waiting List figures from the NTPF for the end of August show that 47 patients are on the 
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IPDC Ophthalmology Waiting List in Louth County Hospital.  All patients are seen within 6 
months and 68% of those on the list are waiting 3 months or less.  The IPDC Ophthalmology 
waiting list in Louth County Hospital shows that numbers have decreased by over 32% when 
compared with the same period last year.

The latest NTPF figures show that there are 40,641 patients on the Ophthalmology Outpa-
tient Waiting List.  This shows that there has been a 6.1% increase when compared with the 
same period last year.  There are 715 patients on the combined Ophthalmology Outpatient wait-
ing lists in OLOL and Louth County Hospitals.  Nearly 75% of these are waiting less than 9 
months and 60% are waiting less than 6 months.

Reducing waiting time for patients for hospital operations and procedures is a key priority 
for the Government and €50 million was provided to the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) in 2018 to secure treatment for patients.  The Inpatient/Day Case Action Plan, pub-
lished last April outlines the combined impact of HSE and NTPF activity in 2018. 

The Action Plan places a particular focus on cataract surgery and includes a commitment 
that the NTPF will provide 5,000 cataract procedures to patients.  In addition, the NTPF com-
mits to offer treatment to all clinically suitable patients waiting more than 9 months for a cata-
ract procedure.

The impact of the Action Plan can be seen in the improvements to the National Waiting 
Lists for Cataracts which have seen a reduction of over 3,100 over the past 13 months.  August 
figures for cataracts show that there are now 6,868 on the waiting list, compared to over 10,000 
in July 2017.  The number of patients waiting over 9 months for a cataract procedure has gone 
from over 4,300 in July 2017 to 1,078 in August 2018, with 64% of patients waiting 3 months 
or less.

The IPDC Ophthalmology waiting list shows that numbers have decreased by almost 20% 
when compared with the same period last year, and the number of long waiters has decreased 
by over 56%.  

Over the past year, my Department has worked with the HSE and the NTPF to identify 
sustainable initiatives to improve waiting times.  Last year funding was allocated to provide 
additional capacity at the Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital which facilitated the expansion 
of the Hospital’s cataract theatre to three days per week. 

A dedicated cataract service commenced at the end of July in Nenagh Hospital.  The Uni-
versity of Limerick Hospital Group advise that they expect to deliver 200 cataract procedures 
by the end of the year and are targeting 2,000 cataract cases for 2019.

My Department, in consultation with the HSE and National Treatment Purchase Fund, is in 
the process of finalising an Outpatient Action Plan for the remainder of 2018 which I hope to 
publish shortly.  The Plan will support the HSE’s compliance with their National Service Plan 
targets, reduce the growth in the number of patients waiting for outpatient services. 

Furthermore, the NTPF has recently commenced trialling a number of outpatient interven-
tions, including weekend and out of hours clinics.  The NTPF has invited proposals from hospi-
tal groups and to date this has resulted in the approval of 12,600 outpatient appointments.

02/10/2018WRR02700Health Services Provision

02/10/2018WRR02800367. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if, through the HSE, alternative 
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local community arrangements have been provided through the local health offices in County 
Louth to substitute the sixth class eye health services which have now ceased; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39550/18]

02/10/2018WRR02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRR03000Health Services Provision

02/10/2018WRR03100368. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce a national 
eye care scheme for children under 16 years of age. [39551/18]

02/10/2018WRR03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRR03300Medicinal Products Availability

02/10/2018WRR03400369. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 406 of 11 July 2018, if he has met with an organisation (details supplied); if a report of the 
meeting will be provided; and if new medications in the treatment of multiple sclerosis will now 
be made available to patients [39552/18]

02/10/2018WRR03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Owing to scheduling difficulties, it was not 
possible for me to meet with MS Ireland in June. However, I am willing to meet with MS Ire-
land on a mutually convenient date.

02/10/2018WRR03600Hospital Waiting Lists

02/10/2018WRR03700370. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (details 
supplied) regarding a procedure; and the steps being taken to reduce the waiting time for same 
[39557/18]

02/10/2018WRR03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, a standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, since January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. 

Reducing waiting time for patients for hospital operations and procedures is a key priority 
for the Government and €50 million was provided to the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) in 2018 to secure treatment for patients.  The Inpatient/Day Case Action Plan, pub-
lished last April outlines the combined impact of HSE and NTPF activity in 2018. 

Figures from the end of August 2018 show that there are 9,757 fewer patients waiting for 
IPDC treatment compared to the same period last year. 

02/10/2018WRR03900Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure
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02/10/2018WRR04000371. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the cost of each seminar held 
on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 by his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39585/18]

02/10/2018WRR04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department has not held any seminar on 
Project Ireland 2040.

02/10/2018WRR04200Disability Services Provision

02/10/2018WRR04300372. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the concerns of many persons who have intellectually disabled children regarding the diminu-
tion of respite service care at a facility (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39593/18]

02/10/2018WRR04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

02/10/2018WRR04500Hospital Accommodation Provision

02/10/2018WRR04600373. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 773 of 7 September 2018, if the application submitted by hospital management to have 
the facility reopened has been formally assessed; the details of the application submitted includ-
ing costings; when a decision will be made in respect of the application; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39598/18]

02/10/2018WRR04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As previously outlined to the House, my 
Department has engaged with the HSE this year to identify the location and mix of beds across 
the hospital system, which can be opened and staffed this year and into 2019 in order to improve 
preparedness for Winter 2018/2019. 

The proposal from the HSE to increase acute and community bed capacity, which identifies 
609 acute beds and 290 residential care beds to be phased in between 2018 and 2020, includes 
a 20-bed short stay ward in Letterkenny University Hospital.  This proposal is currently under 
consideration.

02/10/2018WRR04800Disability Services Funding

02/10/2018WRR04900374. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for 
capital funding to redevelop a training facility (details supplied) for adults with intellectual dis-
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abilities in County Donegal; when a decision in respect of the application will be made; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39599/18]

02/10/2018WRR05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Health 
Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have 
asked the HSE to respond directly you in relation to this matter.  

02/10/2018WRR05100Disability Services Funding

02/10/2018WRR05200375. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the progress being made to 
develop a funding package to sustain and meet the long-term funding needs of a facility (details 
supplied) that provides training services and supports to children with disabilities and their 
families in County Donegal; if further discussions between the HSE and the service provider 
are scheduled to take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39600/18]

02/10/2018WRR05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRS00200Nursing Homes Support Scheme

02/10/2018WRS00300376. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health when proposed changes in 
the fair deal scheme outlined in the media in February 2018 will be implemented; the full extent 
of these changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39605/18]

02/10/2018WRS00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme, to cap contributions from farm assets at 3 years 
where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, has been approved by Gov-
ernment. I hope to progress the legislation in the Oireachtas in the autumn session.  

The impact of potential changes to the NHSS will be considered as part of Budget 2019, 
with changes expected to take effect next year following the legislative process.  It is intended 
that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible existing partici-
pants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that there would be 
no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contributions over and 
above the 3 year period.  

02/10/2018WRS00500Orthodontic Services Data

02/10/2018WRS00600377. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
ing for orthodontic treatment in County Tipperary; the waiting times for those waiting for treat-
ment; the number of orthodontists available to treat persons from County Tipperary; the ef-
forts being taken to reduce the waiting times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[39606/18]

02/10/2018WRS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.  

02/10/2018WRS00800Health Promotion

02/10/2018WRS00900378. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the expenditure by his Depart-
ment and-or the HSE on breastfeeding promotion campaigns in each year since 2011, in tabular 
form. [39610/18]

02/10/2018WRS01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is 
a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.  

02/10/2018WRS01100General Medical Services Scheme

02/10/2018WRS01200379. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health if a general practitioner can charge 
a person for a home visit even if the patient is in receipt of a medical card; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39614/18]

02/10/2018WRS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the General Medical Services (GMS) 
contract, GPs must be available to provide services in their practice premises or by way of dom-
iciliary visits, as appropriate, for their medical card and GP visit card patients for 40 hours each 
week.  They must also make arrangements to enable contact to be made with them, or a locum/
deputy, for urgent cases outside of these hours.  It is a matter for the GP to decide whether it is 
appropriate to see the patient in his/her surgery or in the patient’s home based on the clinical 
need, social and other circumstances in any particular case.  

There is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who hold a medical card or 
GP visit card to be charged for a home visit which their GP deems necessary.  

If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes they have been incorrectly 
charged for services provided by their GP, they may wish to report the matter to their HSE Local 
Health Office who can investigate the charge.  

02/10/2018WRS01400HSE Waiting Lists

02/10/2018WRS01500380. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the position of a person (details 
supplied) on a waiting list; when they will be seen; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39615/18]

02/10/2018WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.  

02/10/2018WRS01700Cross-Border Health Services Provision

02/10/2018WRS01800381. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the case of a person (details supplied) who has applied for treatment for migraine in North-
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ern Ireland through the cross-border directive; if this application is suitable for reimbursement 
under the directive; and when the attention of the person will be drawn to the outcome of their 
application [39616/18]

02/10/2018WRS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.  

02/10/2018WRS02000Hospital Appointments Status

02/10/2018WRS02100382. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a rescheduled appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39617/18]

02/10/2018WRS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.  

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.  

02/10/2018WRS02300HSE Waiting Lists

02/10/2018WRS02400383. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the length of time children 
are waiting for a public eye test; and the number of persons waiting three months, six months 
and over one year, respectively for assessment in each CHO area, in tabular form [39623/18]

02/10/2018WRS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.  

02/10/2018WRS02600Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

02/10/2018WRS02700384. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the length of time children 
are waiting for speech and language therapy in each CHO area; and the number of persons wait-
ing longer than 12 months in each CHO [39624/18]

02/10/2018WRS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.  

02/10/2018WRS02900Public Relations Contracts Expenditure
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02/10/2018WRS03000385. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by his 
Department on third party public relations advice, communications advice, online advertising 
and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and company engaged in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39641/18]

02/10/2018WRS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is the policy in my Department only to 
engage the services of external consultants where it is felt to be appropriate and  cost-effective, 
taking account of Government decisions and policy  including procurement protocols on the 
matter.  

The Department does not collect data in a manner which would allow the Deputy’s ques-
tion to be answered in full. Data are available up to June 2018, in January, €5,193 was paid to 
Mediavest in respect of a public consultation on Deprivation of Liberty.  

I will revert to the Deputy again if further relevant expenditure has take place since June 
2018.  

02/10/2018WRS03200Health Services Funding

02/10/2018WRS03300386. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the building projects approved 
by county; the amount of funding provided to date for each project; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39654/18]

02/10/2018WRS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The capital funding for Health in the ten 
years of the National Development Plan 2018 to 2027 is €10.9 billion which provides the capi-
tal investment for a solid, ambitious plan which will improve our health services.  The National 
Development Plan outlines capital funding for the Health sector for the next five years (2018 
to 2022).  

National 
Development 
Plan

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Health Sector €493m €667m €724m €780m €825m
 The major priority Government projects currently in development comprise:

- the National Forensic Mental Health Services Hospital at Portrane;

- the new Children’s Hospital along with the Paediatric Outpatient and Urgent Care Centres 
at Connolly and Tallaght Hospitals;

- the redevelopment of the National Rehabilitation Hospital Phase I; 

- the National Plan for Radiation Oncology at Cork University Hospital and University 
Hospital Galway; 

- the Primary Care Centre Infrastructure Programme; 

- the relocation of the National Maternity Hospital to the St Vincent’s University Hospital 
campus; 

- the long-term residential accommodation programmes for older people (Community Nurs-
ing Home Programme) and peoples with disabilities to address regulatory standards for accom-
modation.  
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Health capital projects and programmes currently underway will continue and these major 
priority projects will require the bulk of the notified capital allocation over the initial period of 
the Plan, 2018-2022.  

It is important to recognise that this is a long-term plan, which will roll out over ten years 
and includes provision for a large number of developments across the country.  

As is to be expected with a ten-year plan, many other proposals are at an early stage and, 
as with all capital development proposals, will require further appraisal, planning, design and 
tender before a firm timeline or funding required can be established.  

02/10/2018WRS03500Medicinal Products Reimbursement

02/10/2018WRS03600387. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a new anti-CGRP medication for the treatment of migraine that has recently been approved 
by the Food and Drug Administration in the United States of America; and if there are ongoing 
negotiations to make this treatment available for use by persons here [39656/18]

02/10/2018WRS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  As Minister for Health, I do not have any statutory power 
or function in relation to the reimbursement of medicines.  The Act specifies the criteria for 
decisions on the reimbursement of medicines.  

In line with the 2013 Act, if a company would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE 
pursuant to the community drugs schemes, the company must first submit an application to the 
HSE to have the new medicine added to the reimbursement list.  

As outlined in the Framework Agreement on the Supply and Pricing of Medicines, and in 
line with the 2013 Act, the HSE will decide, within 180 days of receiving the application (or a 
longer period if further information is sought from the company), to either add the medicine to 
the reimbursement list or agree to reimburse it as a hospital medicine, or refuse to reimburse 
the medicine.  

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).  The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE and makes 
recommendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a decision frame-
work to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.  

I have been informed that the NCPE completed a rapid review on 15 August 2018 on ere-
numab (Aimovig) for the treatment of migraine in adults who have at least 4 migraine days per 
month.  The NCPE recommended a full Health Technology Assessment to assess the clinical 
effectiveness and cost effectiveness of erenumab compared with the current standard of care.  

02/10/2018WRS03800Hospital Appointments Status

02/10/2018WRS03900388. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment will 
be scheduled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39665/18]

02/10/2018WRS04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.  

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.  

02/10/2018WRS04100Services for People with Disabilities

02/10/2018WRS04200389. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Health the financial assistance available 
to an organisation (details supplied) to help those with autism and their families; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39674/18]

02/10/2018WRS04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

02/10/2018WRS04400Hospital Waiting Lists

02/10/2018WRS04500390. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that a person (details supplied) in County Louth is awaiting a vascular surgery appoint-
ment at Beaumont Hospital; and when an appointment will issue [39687/18]

02/10/2018WRS04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.  

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to the Deputy directly.  

02/10/2018WRS04700Hospital Facilities

02/10/2018WRS04800391. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health if the national cancer control pro-
gramme will provide funding for a pigmented lesion clinic outreach in-service in a hospital in 
the South/South West Hospital Group (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39691/18]

02/10/2018WRS04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A pigmented lesion clinic is available to 
people in the South/South West Hospital Group at the South Infirmary Hospital in Cork. Fund-
ing for 2019 has been sought for a range of services linked to the implementation of the Na-
tional Cancer Strategy 2017-2026.  Decisions on the allocation of funds to cancer services for 
next year will be finalised on completion of the Budget process.  

02/10/2018WRS05000National Dementia Strategy Implementation

02/10/2018WRS05100392. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase supports 
and investment for persons living with dementia in budget 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39698/18]

02/10/2018WRS05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): In order to meet the 
challenges faced by people with dementia, the Irish National Dementia Strategy was launched 
in December 2014.  The Strategy aims to improve dementia care to allow people with dementia 
to live well for as long as possible and to deliver improved services and supports.  The Strategy 
contains 35 priority and additional actions and its implementation is being led by the National 
Dementia Office in the HSE.  The office has made substantial progress towards developing 
evidence-based care pathways for people with dementia and progress to date, as well as fu-
ture plans, is recorded in the mid-term review of the Strategy’s implementation, which was 
published in May this year.  Plans are progressing to further implement the Dementia Strategy 
through the National Dementia Office, including in the area of diagnosis, post-diagnostic sup-
ports and care pathways.  

In 2016 and 2017, the National Dementia Office partnered with the Alzheimer Society of 
Ireland on a project to map dementia-specific community-based services and supports.  It pro-
vides a useful snapshot and baseline study into what, where and when dementia services are 
being offered.  The study has also been used to inform a service finder hosted on the National 
Dementia Office’s website.  This allows people to search for dementia-specific community 
services in their area.  There are gaps in access to services and a large variance in what services 
are provided across the country.  The National Dementia Office has met with senior HSE of-
ficials in each Community Healthcare Organisation region to highlight gaps in each area and to 
develop local action plans to improve service provision.  

The National Dementia Strategy calls for the HSE to consider the provision of dementia 
advisers, based on the experience of demonstrator sites.  An evaluation of the Dementia Adviser 
Service was published on 26th September. It recommends the continuation and expansion of the 
service to ensure equity of access countrywide.  

A priority action in the National Dementia Strategy is the appointment of key workers to co-
ordinate each patient’s care and promote continuity, provide expert knowledge and leadership, 
and ensure that the patient knows who to access for information and advice.  Work is under way 
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to further determine the scope and requirements for this role.  

The Department of Health secured €6.26 million through the 2016, 2017 and 2018 Dormant 
Accounts Fund Action Plans to develop a number of projects which are designed to expand 
public awareness of dementia and to improve care for people with dementia. Projects receiv-
ing funding include the delivery of post-diagnostic supports; a dementia diagnostic service for 
people with intellectual disability; a national network of memory technology resource rooms; 
the development of a national dementia registry; the national rollout of a Dementia Training 
Programme for HSE homecare staff; the development of Dementia Resource Centres; funding 
for a dementia community activation coordinator; an evaluation of services for people with 
early onset dementia; and community support projects for people with dementia.

With regard to the provision of additional resources, the level of funding available for the 
Department of Health in 2019 and the quantum of services to be provided by the HSE will be 
considered as part of the national Estimates and budgetary process and National Service Plan-
ning. 

02/10/2018WRS05300Medicinal Products Regulation

02/10/2018WRS05400393. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to discour-
age certain illegal marketing (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39714/18]

02/10/2018WRS05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Medicinal Products (Control of 
Placing on the Market) Regulations 2007, as amended, a medicine cannot be placed on the mar-
ket in Ireland unless it has a marketing authorisation from the Health Products Regulatory Au-
thority (HPRA) or a community marketing authorisation from the European Medicines Agency.  
Any product which makes a medicinal claim to treat medical conditions such as autism is con-
sidered to be a medicine, and requires an authorisation under this legislation.  

The product referred to as Miracle Mineral Solution (MMS) is not authorised as a medicine 
for sale or supply in Ireland.  Any manufacture, supply or sale of this product for the purposes 
of treating a medical condition is illegal.  

The HPRA is the competent authority for medicines in Ireland. The Authority has an En-
forcement section, which is responsible for investigating potential breaches of medicines leg-
islation and, where necessary, taking corrective action, including legal proceedings. This can 
involve investigation into complaints regarding products advertised or marketed as medicinal 
products but which have no marketing authorisation or certificate of traditional-use registration.  
The HPRA’s investigations are prioritised on the basis of perceived risk to public health.  

The HPRA has taken enforcement actions against the supplier of MMS, resulting in the 
prosecution and conviction of the person responsible in Ireland for such supply.  The HPRA 
continually monitors online platforms for the promotion and sale of unauthorised medicines, 
including MMS.  The Authority does not, at this time, have evidence of the promotion of MMS 
on social media or any online website registered in Ireland.  

The HPRA continues to advise consumers not to purchase or take MMS.  

02/10/2018WRT00200Dental Services 

02/10/2018WRT00300394. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason dental treatment 
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such as X-rays are not covered by the medical card; the supports available to help those with 
limited means to meet such costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39731/18]

02/10/2018WRT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRT00500Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

02/10/2018WRT00600395. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health his plans to deliver child and 
adolescent mental health services, CAMHS, from a premises in Dundalk; the location of the 
premises; and the operational hours of such a facility [39732/18]

02/10/2018WRT00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/10/2018WRT00800Mental Health Services Provision

02/10/2018WRT00900396. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if community mental health is 
being moved from the Ladywell premises to another location; and if so, the details of same 
[39733/18]

02/10/2018WRT01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/10/2018WRT01100Home Help Service

02/10/2018WRT01200397. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason the initial three hours 
of home help allocated to a person (detailed supplied) in May 2018 have not been provided; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39755/18]

02/10/2018WRT01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/10/2018WRT01400National Drugs Strategy Implementation

02/10/2018WRT01500398. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health his views on whether there is a 
need to follow up on the issues raised by all political parties and groups in Dáil Éireann on 
28 June 2018 as part of the statements on the national drugs strategy in view of budget 2019. 
[39760/18]

02/10/2018WRT01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As a first 
step in implementing the national drugs strategy, the Government provided an additional €6.5 
million for drug-related actions.  This is on top of the €250 million spend every year on drug 
and alcohol services and programmes across all government departments and state agencies.  
The main priority in 2018 was to expand provision of drug and alcohol treatment services and 
to reduce waiting times. 
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Over €27.85m has been allocated to Task Forces by the HSE and the Department of Health 
for community-based drugs initiatives this year.  This level of funding is consistent with the 
amounts provided for the last four years. This included an additional €250,000 in one off fund-
ing to improve the organisational effectiveness of the Task Forces in implementing the national 
drugs strategy. 

I recently announced €1 million in once-off funding to support and enhance addiction ser-
vices nationwide.  This included €290,000 in funding for Task Forces for community-based ini-
tiatives.  In addition, €710,000 was allocated to the HSE to fund priority projects and services 
and new initiatives in the nine CHO areas, to be identified following consultation with the task 
forces. 

I am very conscious of the growing demands and pressures on drug and alcohol treatment 
services around the country.  The provision of additional funding for drug and alcohol addic-
tion services, including task forces, will be considered in the context of the estimates process 
for 2019. As the estimates process is ongoing it is not possible for me to comment in advance 
on the outcome of this process.

02/10/2018WRT01700Cancer Screening Programmes

02/10/2018WRT01800399. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of in-
creasing funding for BreastCheck in 2019 by 15%; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39769/18]

02/10/2018WRT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy is 
set out in the table below;

Programme  Est Cost 2018  15% Increase on 2018 Costs
BreastCheck  €24.1m  €3.6m
It is planned to continue the implementation of the BreastCheck age extension to women 

aged 65 to 69 years on an incremental basis to achieve full implementation by 2021.

02/10/2018WRT02000Medicinal Products Availability

02/10/2018WRT02100400. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the HSE has refused access to the drug Translarna when only five young chil-
dren have the rare condition Duchenne muscular dystrophy which this drug is prescribed for 
and which will benefit these children greatly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39775/18]

02/10/2018WRT02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has statutory 
responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community 
drug schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  
The 2013 Act does not give the Minister for Health any powers in this regard.

The Act specifies the criteria to be applied in the making of reimbursement decisions which 
include the clinical and cost effectiveness of the product, the opportunity cost and the impact on 
resources that are available to the HSE.

The HSE has received a new application for the reimbursement of Ataluren (Translarna) 
from the company.
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The application is being assessed at present in accordance with the criteria set out in the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

02/10/2018WRT02300Medical Card Eligibility

02/10/2018WRT02400401. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he has received correspon-
dence from a person (details supplied) regarding the person’s medical card and that of the per-
son’s spouse being withdrawn; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39776/18]

02/10/2018WRT02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy

02/10/2018WRT02600HSE Waiting Lists

02/10/2018WRT02700402. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
CHO 9 waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care; the number waiting between zero to 
three, three to six, six to 12 and over 12 months, respectively; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39781/18]

02/10/2018WRT02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRT02900Hospitals Policy

02/10/2018WRT03000403. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the recent publication of a code by an organisation (details supplied); if this code has no stand-
ing in publicly funded hospitals here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39787/18]

02/10/2018WRT03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I can assure the Deputy that care provided 
in publicly funded hospitals is delivered is in accordance with current laws and regulations.  
Publicly funded health service providers have a statutory responsibility to comply with the 
provisions of health legislation.  The HSE has signed detailed service arrangements with health 
service providers to ensure people in Ireland can access safe, compassionate and quality care 
when they need it. 

The Deputy may wish to note that an Independent Review Group has been established by 
me to examine the role of voluntary organisations in publicly funded health and personal social 
services.  Its work covers voluntary organisations providing services across a range of areas, 
and the overall relationship between these voluntary organisations and the State. 

The terms of reference of the Independent Review Group set out that the group shall “Out-
line the issues which, in the view of the Review Group, arise at present from the model of 
providing services to the public in the area of health and social care through voluntary organisa-
tions, and any particular issues arising in connection with providing services through religious 
or faith-based organisations.” 

The Independent Review Group is in the final stages of its work and is expected to submit 
its final report shortly. 
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02/10/2018WRT03200Voluntary Hospital Sector

02/10/2018WRT03300404. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the work of 
the group under a person (details supplied) on the ownership and governance of publicly funded 
healthcare facilities; if he has received an interim report; and when he expects to receive its final 
report [39788/18]

02/10/2018WRT03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): An Independent Review Group (IRG) was 
established last year to examine the role of voluntary organisations in publicly funded health 
and personal social services.  The IRG is composed of Dr Catherine Day (who is chairing the 
group), Prof Jane Grimson and Prof Deirdre Madden. 

The IRG was established to examine current arrangements with regard to the role of volun-
tary agencies in the provision of services across the health and social care sector; to consider the 
issues currently arising, and those that are likely to arise in the future; and to make recommen-
dations on how the relationship between the State and voluntary organisations should evolve 
in the future.

As part of its work the IRG has examined a wide range of issues, conducted a public con-
sultation process, and met with a number of key stakeholders as well as experts from a number 
of other countries.

The IRG’s Terms of Reference do not provide for an interim report.  However, I understand 
that the IRG is in the concluding stages of its work and I expect to receive its final report shortly.

02/10/2018WRT03500Drug Treatment Programmes

02/10/2018WRT03600405. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the specific treatment services 
that are available to address the widescale use of cocaine, including crack cocaine; the location 
of these services; and the specific funding allocated in each case [39793/18]

02/10/2018WRT03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As these are 
service matters, they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy. 

02/10/2018WRT03800Maternity Services Provision

02/10/2018WRT03900406. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the nego-
tiations for the provision of a new national maternity hospital; if this publicly funded hospital 
will remain in full public ownership; if the full range of healthcare services permitted under 
Irish law will be available within this hospital; if there will be no denominational influence in 
the ethics underpinning practice in this hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39794/18]

02/10/2018WRT04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following extensive mediation discussions, 
agreement was reached between the St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group and the National Maternity 
Hospital (NMH) on the relocation of the NMH to the Elm Park campus.  

The terms of this agreement provides for the establishment of a new company which will 
have clinical and operational, as well as financial and budgetary independence in the provision 
of maternity, gynaecology and neonatal services.
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A draft legal framework is currently being finalised which will inter alia ensure that the 
State’s significant investment in the new hospital will be protected.

I can assure the Deputy that care in the new maternity hospital will be delivered without 
religious, ethnic or other distinction and any medical procedure which is in accordance with the 
laws of the land will be carried out there.

02/10/2018WRT04100Pharmaceutical Sector

02/10/2018WRT04200407. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the concerns of pharmaceutical assistants regarding a proposal by an organisation (details 
supplied) to restrict the work practices of pharmaceutical assistants; if his attention has been 
further drawn to the fact that the implementation of such restrictions would cause extreme dif-
ficulty for smaller pharmacies throughout the country and would have serious adverse employ-
ment consequences for long-serving and highly professional assistants; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39795/18]

02/10/2018WRT04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act.  
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.  

Section 30 of the Act provides for an exception to the general provision in the Act which 
requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under the personal 
supervision of a registered pharmacist, and specifies that no offence is committed where a reg-
istered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during the temporary 
absence of the registered pharmacist”.

Section 30 also permits the Council to make rules as to:

1. What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and 

2. What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

On June 21, the Council of the Society approved for issuance for public consultation the 
proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018. This public consultation commenced on 17 July and ran until 14 Au-
gust and afforded any interested party the opportunity to make representations on the matter 
directly to the PSI.

Following completion of the public consultation phase, the Council of the PSI considered 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018 at its meeting on the 20th September 2018 where Council approved the 
draft rules without amendment. 

Correspondence outlining the concerns of registered pharmaceutical assistants has been re-
ceived by my Department.  My role in relation to this process is limited to the consideration 
of any such Rules once submitted for my approval. I must consider any Rules presented to me 
from a fair and impartial perspective, without prejudice or prejudgement.  This includes consid-
eration of concerns raised by, or on behalf of, registered pharmaceutical assistants.

I await the receipt of the Rules for my consideration from the PSI and until that time, I am 
unfortunately not in a position to comment any further on the matter raised. 
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Question No. 408 withdrawn.

02/10/2018WRT04400Health Services Data

02/10/2018WRT04500409. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 1873 of 24 July 2018, if a further breakdown by age and gender of the number of per-
sons discharged from emergency departments suffering from steroid use, steroid addiction or 
other ailments relating to the use of illegal drugs for enhancing sporting performance in each of 
the years 2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form [39801/18]

02/10/2018WRT04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

02/10/2018WRT04700HIQA Investigations

02/10/2018WRT04800410. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the Health Information and Qual-
ity Authority, HIQA, was informed by Tusla during its investigation into the management of 
allegations of child sexual abuse against adults of concern, that the final draft of Tusla’s policy 
and procedures for responding to allegations of child abuse and neglect was issued by the rel-
evant committee within Tusla and sent to senior management in 2016, not 2014, in view of a 
statement on page 135 of the HIQA report; and if HIQA received a copy of this 2016 policy 
during its investigation [39846/18]

02/10/2018WRT04900411. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if HIQA was informed by Tusla that 
a draft practice guidance note (details supplied) for social workers in regard to responding to 
allegations of child abuse and neglect had issued in 2016 and was circulated by email and hard 
copy to senior management within Tusla; and if HIQA received a copy of this practice guidance 
note during its investigation into the management of allegations of child sexual abuse against 
adults of concern [39847/18]

02/10/2018WRT05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 410 and 
411 together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to an investigation report completed by The Health Infor-
mation Authority, I have arranged for the question to be referred to HIQA for direct reply to the 
Deputy.

02/10/2018WRT05200National Dementia Strategy

02/10/2018WRT05300412. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the call by an 
organisation (details supplied) to invest up to €12 million in community supports for persons 
with dementia. [39848/18]

02/10/2018WRT05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As a response to the 
challenges facing people with dementia and their families and carers, the National Dementia 
Strategy was launched in December 2014.  The Strategy contains 35 priority and additional 
actions and its implementation is being led by the National Dementia Office in the HSE. The 
office has made substantial progress towards developing evidence-based care pathways for 
people with dementia.  Progress made to date and future plans, are recorded in the mid-term 
review of the Strategy’s implementation, which was published in May this year.
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The Strategy’s implementation was boosted at the time of its launch through a joint pro-
gramme of investment by the HSE and the Atlantic Philanthropies.  This €27.5 million invest-
ment allowed for a number of key actions within the strategy to be resourced and implemented. 
It funded the PREPARED programme, which offers education and clinical resources for GPs 
and Primary Care Teams; intensive homecare packages for people with dementia; the Under-
stand Together awareness campaign; and the establishment of the National Dementia Office, 
which has an important role in implementing the Strategy.  The Office has made substantial 
progress towards developing evidence-based care pathways for people with dementia.  Addi-
tional projects are being funded through €6.26 million in Dormant Accounts funding secured 
by the Department of Health in the 2016, 2017 and 2018 Dormant Accounts Fund Action Plans.

In 2016 and 2017, the National Dementia Office partnered with the Alzheimer Society of 
Ireland on a project to map dementia-specific community-based services and supports.  It pro-
vides a useful snapshot and baseline study into what, where and when dementia services are 
being offered. The study has also been used to inform a service finder hosted on the National 
Dementia Office’s website.  This allows people to search for dementia-specific community 
services in their area.  There are gaps in access to services and a large variance in what services 
are provided across the country.  The National Dementia Office has met with senior HSE of-
ficials in each Community Healthcare Organisation region to highlight gaps in each area and to 
develop local action plans to improve service provision.

The National Dementia Office has also developed a needs analysis framework to support 
local dementia service planning and development.  This framework is a mechanism to help the 
Office direct time, energy and resources into dementia care that most appropriately meets the 
needs of people with dementia.  It will be used to make dementia service development more 
responsive and consistent across the country. 

The National Dementia Strategy calls for the HSE to consider the provision of dementia 
advisers, based on the experience of demonstrator sites.  An evaluation of the Dementia Adviser 
Service was published on 26th September. and recommends the continuation and expansion of 
the service to ensure equity of access countrywide.  I welcome the positive results of the evalu-
ation and will continue to work to improve service delivery for people with dementia. 

A priority action in the National Dementia Strategy is the appointment of key workers to 
coordinate each patient’s care and promote continuity, and ensure that the patient knows who to 
access for information and advice.  It is proposed that the key worker will be responsible for the 
coordinated planning and delivery of individually tailored care plans, developed in consultation 
with the person, their family carers and a range of health and social care practitioners.  The key 
worker will also provide expert knowledge and leadership in dementia. 

The Department of Health has secured funding through the 2018 Dormant Accounts Action 
Plan to continue funding in 2019 for the Dementia Community Activation Coordinator post 
which has been co-funded through a partnership between the Alzheimer Society of Ireland and 
the HSE during 2018.  The Community Activation Coordinator is working with national or-
ganisations and key community stakeholders to support community dementia champions across 
Ireland.  The Coordinator will seek to grow the number of champions and people within com-
munities to take action to create sustainable dementia inclusive communities.

With regard to the specific requests for funding referred to by the Deputy, the level of fund-
ing available for the Department of Health in 2019 and the quantum of services to be provided 
by the HSE will be considered as part of the national Estimates and budgetary process and 
National Service Planning.
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02/10/2018WRU00200Medicinal Products Reimbursement

02/10/2018WRU00300413. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of the 
FreeStyle Libre system (details supplied) for patients under 21 years of age with a view to roll-
ing it out for the general population; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39849/18]

02/10/2018WRU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRU00500Home Care Packages Data

02/10/2018WRU00600414. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
on home care packages in CHO 7; the waiting time on the home care package in this area; his 
plans to reduce the waiting time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39850/18]

02/10/2018WRU00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

02/10/2018WRU00800Hospital Appointments Status

02/10/2018WRU00900415. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if an appointment with a consultant neurosurgeon in Beaumont Hospital 
will be expedited [39851/18]

02/10/2018WRU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/10/2018WRU01100HSE Staff Data

02/10/2018WRU01200416. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the mental health nurse vacan-
cies by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39852/18]

02/10/2018WRU01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

02/10/2018WRU01400HSE Staff Data

02/10/2018WRU01500417. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time 
equivalent occupational therapist posts in primary care in CHO 8 areas in counties Louth, 
Meath, Laois, Offaly, Longford and Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39856/18]

02/10/2018WRU01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/10/2018WRU01700HSE Staff Data

02/10/2018WRU01800418. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time equiv-
alent occupational therapists posts in social care in CHO 8 areas in counties Louth, Meath, Lao-
is, Offaly, Longford and Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39857/18]

02/10/2018WRU01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRU02000General Practitioner Contracts

02/10/2018WRU02100419. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed 
new general practitioner contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39870/18]

02/10/2018WRU02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to engaging 
with the representatives of general practitioners on the development of a package of measures 
and reforms to modernise the 1989 GMS Contract.

Our goal is to develop a contractual framework that has a population health focus, provid-
ing in particular for health promotion, disease prevention and for the structured care of chronic 
conditions.  This will enable general practitioners to better meet the needs of patients and will 
also promote general practice as a viable and rewarding career for both existing doctors and 
future medical graduates.

Agreement on the delivery of service improvements and contractual reform has the potential 
to facilitate a substantial increase in the resourcing of general practice on a multiannual basis.

The Department and the HSE met with the Irish Medical Organisation GP Committee in 
early May with the State side setting out the mandate agreed by Government under which the 
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consultations were being conducted and the package of measures to be agreed.  The Depart-
ment subsequently wrote to the IMO, at the Organisation’s request, setting out these proposals 
formally. The IMO responded to the Department by letter on 20 July.  The Department and HSE 
expect to re-engage with GP representatives shortly.

02/10/2018WRU02300HSE Funding

02/10/2018WRU02400420. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if the €3.5 million investment pro-
posed by an organisation (details supplied) will be included in budget 2019 in order to enable 
access to core services, for example, respite, training and personal support, which will have a 
cost saving effect on the health service in the long run; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39872/18]

02/10/2018WRU02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The cross-depart-
mental National Carers’ Strategy was launched by the Government in 2012.  Containing 42 
actions across four national goals, it sets the strategic direction for future policies, services and 
supports provided by Government departments and agencies to carers.  I am pleased to say that 
significant progress has been made on a large number of actions, and the Department of Health 
is determined to offer as much support as possible to family carers throughout the country.

Following the enactment of the necessary legislation, free GP care has been extended to 
those in receipt of the Carer’s Allowance or Carer’s Benefit since 1 September this year.  Fur-
thermore, in December 2017, the Government announced the provision of an additional €10 
million specifically to enhance respite care in the disability sector, which has had a positive im-
pact to date.  €8 million of this provides for the equivalent of 12 new houses, one in each CHO, 
with an additional three in the Greater Dublin area. The remaining €2 million is for innovative 
respite solutions, such as Home Sharing and extended day services, to provide assistance where 
people need it most.

The Department of Health has also secured funding through the Dormant Accounts fund 
to enable the HSE to pilot a Carer’s Needs Assessment in one Community Healthcare Organi-
sation.  The HSE developed this tool with significant input from the Family Carer Reference 
Group, which represents a national network of over 200 carer groups across Ireland.  The as-
sessment will assist in identifying the needs of carers across all care groups and will track health 
and wellbeing outcomes for carers over time.

The Department of Health and the HSE are committed to ensuring that family carers receive 
as much support as possible to allow them to continue caring for their loved ones.  Both the 
Department and the HSE will continue to engage with family carer organisations to address the 
needs of carers. 

The level of funding available for the Department of Health in 2019 and the quantum of 
services to be provided by the HSE will be considered as part of the national Estimates and 
budgetary process and National Service Planning.

02/10/2018WRU02600Medicinal Products Availability

02/10/2018WRU02700421. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 107 of 13 June 2018, the status of his engagement with an organisation (details sup-
plied) and the pharmaceutical industry [39880/18]
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02/10/2018WRU02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Owing to scheduling difficulties, it was not 
possible for me to meet with MS Ireland in June.  However, a meeting has been scheduled to 
take place in the coming weeks.

02/10/2018WRU02900HSE Staff Responsibilities

02/10/2018WRU03000422. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses issued with a 
service imperative instruction who have been asked to change or vary their normal duties by 
the HSE since 2014 [39881/18]

02/10/2018WRU03100423. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE employees is-
sued with a service imperative instruction who have been asked to change or vary their normal 
duties by the HSE since 2014 [39882/18]

02/10/2018WRU03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 422 and 
423 together.

As this refers to a service-related matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly 
on this matter.

02/10/2018WRU03400Hospital Staff Recruitment

02/10/2018WRU03500424. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health further to the findings of the 
Public Service Pay Commission report, which identified problems with recruitment and reten-
tion of hospital consultants, his plans to resolve this crisis in view of the fact that the lack of 
consultants and unfilled posts is a contributory factor to the lengthy hospital waiting lists; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39883/18]

02/10/2018WRU03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government remains committed to in-
creasing the consultant workforce to support service delivery and to move to a consultant deliv-
ered service.  Notwithstanding recruitment and retention challenges, the number of consultants 
employed in the public health services has increased by 118 in the 12 months to end August 
2018 and by 479 in the past five years.  Where vacancies exist, the HSE endeavours to fill es-
sential posts on a locum or temporary contract basis to support service delivery.  The HSE is 
also committed to improving the recruitment process, offering contracts to the Hospital Group 
rather than individual sites and focusing on family friendly arrangements.

The Public Service Pay Commission concluded a review in respect of key health service 
grades, including consultants.  With regard to recruitment of consultants, the Commission stat-
ed that the aggregate level of vacancies for consultant posts at the end of 2017 and evidence of 
low level of applications for recruitment campaigns would suggest a general difficulty recruit-
ing consultants.  

In terms of pay, it also identified the two-tier pay system as being one of number of fac-
tors affecting recruitment and found that the differential in pay between pre-existing and new 
entrant consultants is greater than for other categories of public servants.  The Commission 
proposed that the Parties to the Public Service Stability Agreement jointly consider what further 
measures could be taken, over time, to address this difficulty. 

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, my Department and the HSE have 
noted the Commission’s views and consideration will need to be given to potential solutions 
which are in line with public sector pay policy and available budgets.



Questions - Written Answers

182

02/10/2018WRU03700Disability Services Provision

02/10/2018WRU03800425. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health when the interim report 
of the Farrelly commission due on 15 September 2018 will be published; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39890/18]

02/10/2018WRU03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have received the Third Interim Report of 
the Commission of Investigation (certain matters relative to a disability service in the South 
East and related matters) and I am considering its contents.  The report will be published on the 
Department of Health’s website in the coming weeks.

02/10/2018WRU04000Mental Health Services Data

02/10/2018WRU04100426. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the level of dementia-specific 
services by CHO area; the number of dementia advisers by county in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39915/18]

02/10/2018WRU04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As these are service 
matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/10/2018WRU04300Mental Health Services Staff

02/10/2018WRU04400427. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide dementia 
advisers in each county; his further plans to provide key workers and dementia-inclusive com-
munity co-ordinators in each local health office in order to ensure the development of a demen-
tia inclusive Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39916/18]

02/10/2018WRU04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As a response to the 
challenges facing people with dementia and their families and carers, the National Dementia 
Strategy was launched in December 2014.  The Strategy contains 35 priority and additional ac-
tions and its implementation is being led by the National Dementia Office in the HSE.  Progress 
made to date and future plans, are recorded in the mid-term review of the Strategy’s implemen-
tation, which was published in May this year.

The strategy’s implementation was boosted at the time of its launch through a joint pro-
gramme of investment by the HSE and the Atlantic Philanthropies.  This €27.5 million invest-
ment allowed for a number of key actions within the strategy to be resourced and implemented.  
It funded the PREPARED programme, which offers education and clinical resources for GPs 
and primary care teams; intensive homecare packages for people with dementia; the Understand 
Together awareness campaign; and the establishment of the National Dementia Office, which 
has an important role in implementing the strategy.  The office has made substantial progress 
towards developing evidence-based care pathways for people with dementia.  Additional proj-
ects have been funded by the Dormant Accounts Fund.

In 2016 and 2017, the National Dementia Office partnered with the Alzheimer Society of 
Ireland on a project to map dementia-specific community-based services and supports.  It pro-
vides a useful snapshot and baseline study into what, where and when dementia services are 
being offered.  The study has also been used to inform a service finder hosted on the National 
Dementia Office’s website.  This allows people to search for dementia-specific community 
services in their area.  There are gaps in access to services and a large variance in what services 
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are provided across the country.  The National Dementia Office has met with senior HSE of-
ficials in each Community Healthcare Organisation region to highlight gaps in each area and to 
develop local action plans to improve service provision.

The National Dementia Office has also developed a needs analysis framework to support 
local dementia service planning and development.  This framework is a mechanism to help the 
Office direct time, energy and resources into dementia care that most appropriately meets the 
needs of people with dementia.  It will be used to make dementia service development more 
responsive and consistent across the country. 

The National Dementia Strategy calls for the HSE to consider the provision of dementia 
advisers, based on the experience of demonstrator sites.  An evaluation of the Dementia Adviser 
Service was published on 26th September.  It recommends the continuation and expansion of 
the service to ensure equity of access countrywide.

A priority action in the National Dementia Strategy is the appointment of key workers to 
coordinate each patient’s care and promote continuity, and ensure that the patient knows who to 
access for information and advice.  It is proposed that the key worker will be responsible for the 
coordinated planning and delivery of individually tailored care plans, developed in consultation 
with the person, their family carers and a range of health and social care practitioners.  The key 
worker will also provide expert knowledge and leadership in dementia. 

The Department of Health has secured funding through the 2018 Dormant Accounts Action 
Plan to continue funding in 2019 for the Dementia Community Activation Coordinator post 
which has been co-funded through a partnership between the Alzheimer Society of Ireland and 
the HSE during 2018.  The Community Activation Coordinator is working with national or-
ganisations and key community stakeholders to support community dementia champions across 
Ireland.  The Coordinator will seek to grow the number of champions and people within com-
munities to take action to create sustainable dementia inclusive communities.

The level of funding available for the Department of Health in 2019 and the quantum of 
services to be provided by the HSE will be considered as part of the national Estimates and 
budgetary process and National Service Planning.

Question No. 428 answered with Question No. 331.

02/10/2018WRU04700Autism Support Services

02/10/2018WRU04800429. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if autism assistance dog pro-
grammes are funded. [39929/18]

02/10/2018WRU04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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02/10/2018WRU05000Health Services

02/10/2018WRU05100430. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health his plans to make a specific 
service available to a person (details supplied) at an earlier time in the morning [39935/18]

02/10/2018WRU05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

02/10/2018WRV00200Medicinal Products Reimbursement

02/10/2018WRV00300431. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health his plans to use a drug approval 
and reimbursement system for MS drugs similar to that in Germany (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39943/18]

02/10/2018WRV00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reim-
bursement of medicines. As Minister for Health, I do not have any statutory power or function 
in relation to the reimbursement of medicines. 

In line with the 2013 Act, if a company would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE 
through the community drugs schemes, it must first submit an application to the HSE to have 
the new medicine added to the reimbursement list.

As outlined in the 2016 Framework Agreement with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare 
Association (IPHA), and in line with the 2013 Act, the HSE will decide, within 180 days of 
receiving the application (or a longer period if further information is sought from the company), 
whether to add the medicine to the reimbursement list, agree to reimburse it as a hospital medi-
cine, or refuse to reimburse it.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE). 

The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE, and makes recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a decision framework 
to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible. However, because 
of the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these com-
mitments are often multi-million euro investments on an on-going basis. This can lead to a 
protracted deliberation process.

I am keen to engage with industry and to explore ways in which new medicines might be 
more easily introduced in Ireland. However, any innovative approaches that may be tabled must 
be compatible with the statutory provisions which are in place and must also recognise the con-
text of finite Exchequer resources.  

02/10/2018WRV00500Health Services Reports

02/10/2018WRV00600432. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the position in respect of the annual 
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planning process regarding the report of the working group on the development of lymphoe-
dema and lipoedema, in particular in terms of County Clare; and if funds will be included in 
budget 2019 for the delivery of the service. [39947/18]

02/10/2018WRV00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised that the report of the Working 
Group on a Model of Care for Lymphoedema and Lipoedema Treatment in Ireland is under 
consideration by the HSE.

The recommendations arising from the report will be considered by my Department once 
they become available, with a view to progressing implementation by the HSE through the an-
nual service planning process.

02/10/2018WRV00800Hospital Appointments Status

02/10/2018WRV00900433. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration in Cork University Hospital for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39951/18]

02/10/2018WRV01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/10/2018WRV01100Hospital Appointments Status

02/10/2018WRV01200434. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39952/18]

02/10/2018WRV01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/10/2018WRV01400Home Help Service Provision

02/10/2018WRV01500435. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed; the status of the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39953/18]

02/10/2018WRV01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/10/2018WRV01700Treatment Benefit Scheme Applications

02/10/2018WRV01800436. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the reason an application by a 
person (details supplied) for the treatment abroad scheme was not approved; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39954/18]

02/10/2018WRV01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

02/10/2018WRV02000Disability Support Services Provision

02/10/2018WRV02100437. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the reason a multidisciplinary 
approach was not adopted in respect of the treatment for a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39955/18]

02/10/2018WRV02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRV02300Home Help Service Eligibility

02/10/2018WRV02400438. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be assessed for home help; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39956/18]

02/10/2018WRV02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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02/10/2018WRV02600Charitable and Voluntary Organisations

02/10/2018WRV02700439. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided for 
a charity (details supplied) in County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39971/18]

02/10/2018WRV02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Applications for 
funding are processed by the Health Service Executive, therefore I have asked them to respond 
directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

02/10/2018WRV02900Disability Support Services Provision

02/10/2018WRV03000440. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter re-
garding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39979/18]

02/10/2018WRV03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRV03200Hospital Charges

02/10/2018WRV03300441. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in a public hospital will not be improperly charged following admission to same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39982/18]

02/10/2018WRV03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): All persons ordinarily resident in Ireland are 
entitled to receive public in-patient services in public hospitals, subject to applicable statutory 
public in-patient charges. This is irrespective of whether a person has private health insurance 
cover. However, for a specified episode of in-patient services, where a person does not avail 
of, or waives his/her right to public in-patient services, but instead avails of private in-patient 
services for example private consultant services, he/she shall not have eligibility for public in-
patient services for that episode of in-patient care. 

Patients opting to be treated privately have chosen to pay the consultant and the hospital in 
respect of the services that each provides. Under the Health Act 1970 (as amended), the HSE 
is required to levy statutory private in-patient charges on all patients opting to receive private 
in-patient services, irrespective of the type of accommodation provided. There is no provision 
in the legislation to waive these charges. 

I have asked the HSE to investigate the circumstance of this individual case and respond 
directly to the Deputy.
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02/10/2018WRV03500Cross-Border Health Services Provision

02/10/2018WRV03600442. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding procedures under the cross-border healthcare directive; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39984/18]

02/10/2018WRV03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

02/10/2018WRV03800Brexit Issues

02/10/2018WRV03900443. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if the stockpiling of medicines 
has commenced in preparation for a no-deal Brexit; if not, when he plans to commence same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39990/18]

02/10/2018WRV04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department of Health and its agencies, 
including the HSE and the Health Products Regulatory Authority, are engaging in intensive 
Brexit preparedness and contingency planning in the area of health.  This includes planning for 
a no-deal Brexit scenario.

Priorities include ensuring continuity in the supply of medicines and medical devices, en-
suring access to services, recognition of qualifications, continuation of existing cross border 
health co-operation and public health arrangements.

It is important to note that all Member States will potentially face issues regarding the 
supply of medicines after Brexit.  The European Medicines Agency (EMA) and the European 
Commission are providing guidance to help pharmaceutical companies prepare for Brexit, and 
this guidance is based on the assumption that the UK will become a third country as of 30 
March 2019.  The HPRA’s guidance to pharmaceutical companies and other stakeholders is also 
based on this assumption.

In addition to working with the relevant agencies, the Department of Health will continue 
to support the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in its engagements with the European 
Commission’s Article 50 Taskforce and its Brexit Preparedness Group in the ongoing review 
and discussion of mitigating actions at national and EU level.

02/10/2018WRV04100Disease Management

02/10/2018WRV04200444. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if, in the context of Lyme disease 
and the importance of promoting awareness of same at primary care level, the appointment of a 
general practitioner champion for Lyme disease will be examined in order that clinical diagno-
sis can be made early and effectively and ensure general practitioners and consultants recognise 
the results from tests that have been carried out by accredited laboratories abroad; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39995/18]

02/10/2018WRV04300452. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason the health authori-
ties here refuse to accept the diagnosis of Lyme disease following blood tests from accredited 
laboratories in Germany; the progress the health authorities have made in facilitating the diag-
nosis of the disease here; and the necessary follow up supports for those living with the disease. 
[40043/18]
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02/10/2018WRV04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 444 and 
452 together.

Lyme disease (also known as Lyme borelliosis) is an infection caused by a spiral-shaped 
bacterium called Borrelia burgdorferi. It is the commonest cause of tick-borne infection in 
Europe. Lyme neuroborreliosis was made statutorily notifiable in Ireland by the Infectious Dis-
eases (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S.I. no 452 of 2011).

Infection with Lyme disease is generally mild and patients are generally treated by their 
family doctor. If there are more severe complications, the patient can be referred for specialist 
assessment and treatment. It is important that those suffering from the symptoms associated 
with Lyme disease seek the most appropriate medical attention available.

Testing and treatment for Lyme borreliosis is widely available in Ireland in all major hospi-
tals.  Lyme borelliosis is diagnosed by medical history and a physical examination.  The infec-
tion is confirmed by blood tests which look for antibodies to Borrelia burgdorferi produced by 
an infected person’s body in response to the infection. These normally take several weeks to 
develop and may not be present in the early stages of the disease.  

Laboratories in Ireland generally follow the laboratory testing recommendations of the US 
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, the Infectious Disease Society of America, the 
European Federation of Neurological Societies, and the British Infection Association.  Whereas 
Irish laboratories have their own quality assurance methods to make sure the tests are working 
correctly and are also accredited by the Irish National Accreditation Body to perform the rel-
evant tests correctly, testing which is performed abroad may be performed in laboratories which 
have not met National or International Accreditation (Quality Standards) to a similar degree, 
giving rise to a greater degree of risk of diagnosis of a “false positive” result or interpreting 
equivocal results in a manner that is more likely to give rise to verification bias.

Best practice dictates that if a patient presents for medical treatment with a report / test from 
another EU member state, the GP or consultant would examine the patient using both clinical 
and laboratory diagnostics before they would be in a position to prescribe a course of treatment 
for them.  The same protocol would apply across most other EU member states as the GP or 
consultant would need to be totally satisfied that the patient is correctly diagnosed while getting 
the right course of treatment for their illness. 

The Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) of the HSE is responsible for the sur-
veillance of notifiable infectious diseases such as Lyme disease.  The HPSC provides advice 
and information concerning developments regarding the testing and treatment of Lyme disease 
to my Department. The Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) of the HPSC has established a 
Lyme Borreliosis Subcommittee, the aim of which is to develop strategies to undertake primary 
prevention with a view to minimising the harm caused by Lyme Borreliosis in Ireland. There is 
a GP representative on this committee.  

The suggestion of an appointment of a general practitioner champion for Lyme disease may 
be considered by this committee. I have referred your question to the HSE for further clarifica-
tion.

02/10/2018WRV04500Health Services Data

02/10/2018WRV04600445. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the number of section 39 
organisations employed by the Department of Health and-or the HSE to carry out services and 
functions. [40009/18]
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02/10/2018WRV04700446. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the difference between sec-
tion 38 and 39 organisations and their relationship with the public sector. [40013/18]

02/10/2018WRV04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 445 and 
446 together.

My Department does not enter into contracts with section 38 or section 39 organisations.

A primary function of the HSE is to manage and deliver health and personal social services.  
It can either do this itself or it can enter an arrangement under section 38 or section 39 of the 
Health Act 2004 with a service provider to deliver the service.  The legal framework available 
to the HSE for funding such service providers is set in sections 38 and 39 of the Health Act 
2004.

Under section 38 the HSE may enter into an arrangement with a body or person for the 
provision of health and personal social services on behalf of the HSE; the employees of such a 
body are public servants.  Under section 39 the HSE may give assistance to any person or body 
that provides services similar or ancillary to those provided by the HSE; the employees of such 
bodies are not public servants.

As section 38 and 39 organisations come under the remit of the HSE, I have referred these 
PQs to the HSE for direct reply.

02/10/2018WRV05000Health Services Staff Remuneration

02/10/2018WRV05100447. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the level of public funding 
for section 39 workers in each of the years 2008 to 2017 and to date in 2018.  [40015/18]

02/10/2018WRV05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to you directly on this matter.

Question No. 448 answered with Question No. 321.

02/10/2018WRW00200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

02/10/2018WRW00300449. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adolescent mental health intellectual disability teams that have been set up nationally in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40037/18]

02/10/2018WRW00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/10/2018WRW00500Disabilities Assessments

02/10/2018WRW00600450. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children with 
complex intellectual needs awaiting assessment appointments in CHO 2 by age and length of 
time waiting (details supplied) in tabular form. [40038/18]

02/10/2018WRW00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
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empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRW00800Motorised Transport Grant

02/10/2018WRW00900451. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health his plans to reinstate the mo-
torised transport grant further to the review committee set up in 2013; when recommended 
conditions will be attached to the grant; if the primary legislation has been drafted; if the policy 
proposals have been brought to Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40042/18]

02/10/2018WRW01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013.

My colleague, the Minister for Health and I brought a Memorandum  to Government on 
proposals for a new Transport Support Payment  Scheme towards the end of the last Dáil ses-
sion.  Following consideration of the matter, it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from 
the Cabinet Agenda at the time.  A new Transport Support Payment Scheme remains a priority 
and we intend to revert to Government with revised proposals to reflect the discussions at that 
Cabinet meeting and further discussions between ourselves, in due course.

With regard to the Motorised Transport Grant, this scheme operated as a means-tested grant 
to assist persons with severe disabilities with the purchase or adaptation of a car, where that car 
was essential to retain employment.  The maximum Motorised Transport Grant, which was pay-
able once in any three-year period, was €5,020.  Following closure of the scheme in February 
2013, no further Motorised Transport Grants have been payable.

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance.  Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges.  Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices.  Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.

Question No. 452 answered with Question No. 444.

02/10/2018WRW01200Hospital Accommodation Provision
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02/10/2018WRW01300453. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will allocate the 
necessary funding in 2018 to the management of Letterkenny University Hospital to enable it 
to reopen the 19-bed short-stay ward in order to alleviate the serious pressure on its emergency 
department. [40044/18]

02/10/2018WRW01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As previously outlined to the House, my 
Department has engaged with the HSE this year to identify the location and mix of beds across 
the hospital system, which can be opened and staffed this year and into 2019 in order to improve 
preparedness for Winter 2018/2019.

The proposal from the HSE to increase acute and community bed capacity, which identifies 
609 acute beds and 290 residential care beds to be phased in between 2018 and 2020, includes 
a 20-bed short stay ward in Letterkenny University Hospital.  This proposal is currently under 
consideration.

02/10/2018WRW01500Nursing Staff Recruitment

02/10/2018WRW01600454. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will continue to 
resource adequately the recruitment of advanced nurse practitioners across the health service as 
agreed with the various unions. [40045/18]

02/10/2018WRW01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

02/10/2018WRW01800HSE Reviews

02/10/2018WRW01900455. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health when the 2017 review of the 
2012 report, National Review of Autism Services Past, Present and Way Forward, (details sup-
plied) will be published. [40046/18]

02/10/2018WRW02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): In September 
2017, the Minister for Health requested that the HSE conduct a review of Autism services with 
a view to identify existing models of best practice.

The Department of Health also completed an epidemiological/research study into the preva-
lence and future projections for Autism Spectrum disorder.

Both reports were completed and submitted to the Minister earlier this year.

While there are no current plans to publish the HSE review, the findings and recommenda-
tions serve to inform the development of current and future Autism policy and services.

02/10/2018WRW02100Hospital Services

02/10/2018WRW02200456. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the renal dialysis unit at Letterkenny University Hospital, LUH, is operating over 
capacity and that patients from County Donegal are being referred to the health service in the 
Northern Ireland at considerable additional cost; if his attention has been further drawn to the 
fact that the renal dialysis team at LUH, through the management at the hospital, submitted a 
business plan in 2015 (details supplied); and his plans to act on the proposal. [40047/18]
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02/10/2018WRW02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/10/2018WRW02400Hospital Car Parks

02/10/2018WRW02500457. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in the 
HSE finalising its review of hospital car parking charges (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40050/18]

02/10/2018WRW02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Early this year I requested the HSE to under-
take a review of car parking charges in public hospitals.  This report is currently being finalised 
by the HSE and will be submitted for my consideration shortly.  My Department will then liaise 
with the HSE on the next steps to be undertaken.

02/10/2018WRW02700Hospital Waiting Lists

02/10/2018WRW02800458. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the reason a child (details sup-
plied) has not been seen by an ear nose and throat specialist. [40056/18]

02/10/2018WRW02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/10/2018WRW03000Hospital Consultant Recruitment

02/10/2018WRW03100459. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if there is a vacant position in the 
Midland Regional Hospital Mullingar (details supplied), the measures being taken to fill this 
position; the person to whom the patients are being referred to that would ordinarily be served 
by the consultant in Mullingar; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40098/18]

02/10/2018WRW03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

02/10/2018WRW03300Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRW03400460. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the cost of his Depart-
ment’s stand at the National Ploughing Championships 2018; the number of staff deployed 
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from his Department for the week; and the cost of same. [40355/18]

02/10/2018WRW03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Five staff 
from the Department attended over the three days of the National Ploughing Championship 
2018, primarily in support of a stand located in the marquee hosted by the Department of Rural 
and Community Affairs and the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  In addition, a 
public presentation and discussion on Healthy Ireland - Healthy Counties was held in the Gov-
ernment of Ireland marquee.  Staff attended for an average of one day each.  The attendance at 
the National Ploughing Championship provided a valuable opportunity to engage with citizens 
and provide information on various Healthy Ireland initiatives at both national and local level.

Merchandise and supporting material for the stand, which was provided primarily in support 
of the Get Ireland Walking initiative, cost €10,940.  The cost of staffing is estimated at approxi-
mately €1,500 for the week.

02/10/2018WRW03600Food Promotion

02/10/2018WRW03700461. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the ex-
penditure on advertising Irish dairy products outside the EU in each year since 2011. [39609/18]

02/10/2018WRW03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord Bia is 
the State Agency under my remit charged with the marketing and promotion of Irish agri-food 
and drink both at home and abroad.  Should the Deputy require further details on the marketing 
and promotion activities of Bord Bia in the years requested, the Deputy is referred to the agreed 
Oireachtas contact address: info@Bordbia.ie or the Bord Bia website www.bordbia.ie where 
the annual reports from 1998 to 2016 are available.

02/10/2018WRW03900Harbours and Piers Funding

02/10/2018WRW04000462. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
funding available to provide a safe landing facility on Inishmurray Island; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the landowners (details supplied) have no objection to works and 
will give way for works to proceed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39650/18]

02/10/2018WRW04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment owns, operates and maintains six designated State-owned Fishery Harbour Centres, locat-
ed at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl under statute.  
In addition, my Department also has responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of North 
Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the maintenance of a small number of specific piers, lights and 
beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance with the 1902 ex-congested Districts Board piers, 
lights and Beacons Act.

My legislative remit does not extend to Inishmurray Island.

The pier on Inishmurray Island is the responsibility of Sligo County Council and responsi-
bility for its maintenance and development rests with that Local Authority in the first instance 
and its parent Department, the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government there-
after.

My Department does however provide limited funding to assist coastal Local Authorities 
in carrying out small scale projects for the development and repair of Local Authority-owned 
piers, harbours and slipways under the annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure De-
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velopment Programme.

Sligo County Council successfully secured a funding allocation of €147,000 under the 2018 
Programme for development works; however no application for funding was made to my De-
partment in relation to Inishmurray Island.

Any application submitted by Sligo County Council in relation to Inishmurray Island in the 
future would be given due consideration in the context of the criteria set out, available Exche-
quer funding and overall national priorities.

02/10/2018WRW04200Budget Measures

02/10/2018WRW04300463. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding agriculture budgeting measures; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40077/18]

02/10/2018WRW04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The discus-
sions on the 2019 Budget are currently underway in the Department and all budget lines in the 
Vote are being examined as part of that process.  My intention is to ensure that all resources 
available to my Department will be managed to advance Government priorities and provide 
optimum benefit to economic activity in the agriculture, food, fisheries and forestry sectors, 
including farm incomes.

02/10/2018WRW04500Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRW04600464. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
communications, press and public relations budget allocated to his Department for 2018; the 
way in which it is being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39364/18]

02/10/2018WRW04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Press 
and Communications Office in my Department is the primary point of contact between the 
Department and members of the media, as well as members of the general public.  The office is 
responsible for communicating with media and members of the public regarding the work of the 
Minister, the Minister of State and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  The 
Department’s social media presence is also managed by the Press and Communications Office.

My Department has a budget of €270,000 for communications, advertising, press and public 
relations.  The vast bulk of my Department’s advertising is in respect of press notices in the 
specialised farming press, provincial and national newspapers.  This expenditure includes the 
publication of Statutory Notices that are required to comply with various national and EU leg-
islative requirements.  Decisions on the placement of notices are made on a case by case basis, 
depending on the nature of the advertisement and the target audience.

To date, almost €137,500 has been spent and I expect the remainder will be spent by year 
end.

02/10/2018WRW04800Afforestation Programme

02/10/2018WRW04900465. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine the number of hectares planted annually with Sitka spruce in each of the years 2007 to 
2017, by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39398/18]

02/10/2018WRW05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment’s afforestation scheme offers landowners twelve different planting options and the most 
popular is made up of Sitka spruce planted with a second species.  Sitka spruce grows well in 
Ireland because it is suited to our soils and climate.  It has been grown successfully for over 
80 years and it has proven itself to be one of the most productive coniferous species grown in 
Ireland and as such has become the industry’s mainstay in terms of timber processing and end 
markets.  As one of our fastest growing tree species, Sitka spruce has an important role to play 
in carbon sequestration.  A typical productive plantation of Sitka spruce will result in removals 
of 10 tonnes of CO2e per annum per hectare on average over a full rotation.

The table below shows the area planted under Sitka spruce from 2007 – 2017, by County.
County 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Cork 465.85 487.92 364.9 505.01 536.87 636.07 460.58 503.39 490.66 489.01 351.21
Clare 389.44 388.86 445.65 226.73 297.9 344.08 275.38 329.61 452.9 470.79 439.99
Cavan 130.07 69.79 100.37 95.02 100.56 113.79 124.9 171.22 212.2 332.59 236.86
Carlow 26.01 9 8.41 23.09 17.69 19.41 14.46 12.03 60.96 31.01 49.94
Dublin 0.00 0.00 0.9 7.02 5.96 8.15 0.00 8.87 6.91 1.13 6.89
Donegal 214.02 181.33 93.78 85.82 43.56 75.08 29.45 23.29 52.79 26.72 37.76
Galway 240.67 123.92 160.68 273.5 157.15 220.48 283.45 243.13 274.59 246.12 300.15
Kildare 2.27 4.6 8.88 11.04 11.34 33.32 15.64 8.85 3.01 0.00 6.11
Kilkenny 126.72 51.13 88.09 150.88 137.52 150.11 109.73 142.56 123.84 98.36 65.60
Kerry 307.56 310.53 320.91 452.5 369.91 243.17 351.72 454.4 319.41 284.32 234.10
Longford 29.28 18.86 12.67 68.64 71.53 88.28 114.41 125.94 155.18 165.59 141.98
Louth 0.00 7.78 17.92 13.22 10.75 29.11 2.67 0.00 2.94 34.25 3.80
Limerick 177.07 238.88 168.62 239.14 242.52 182.22 191.26 91.79 158.87 262.98 83.20
Leitrim 102.91 218.18 267.04 89.55 171.24 185.33 262.89 219.1 440.06 336.41 453.07
Laois 76.93 47.57 9.33 73.47 24.95 69.95 54.33 93.82 127.06 115.66 75.85
Meath 3.26 20.86 12.88 47.47 16.44 39.5 101.2 27.06 43.03 40.62 42.62
Monaghan 36.23 43.86 30.54 48.01 37.36 63.75 41.59 96.18 33.65 70.72 45.05
Mayo 225.27 211.49 279.73 303.21 203.53 220.38 255.27 330.53 341.74 345.42 436.14
Offaly 80.74 12.58 32.08 22.92 2.04 10.39 7.98 21.46 14.12 28.03 17.53
Roscom-
mon

199.47 161.09 217.97 230.38 210.45 184.7 345.1 365.42 254.56 321.13 314.11

Sligo 123.74 52.29 267.49 51.09 55.02 125.33 263.15 309.04 222.61 245.49 153.96
Tipperary 176.62 190.13 216.63 184.76 220.01 285.68 277.19 189.39 264.89 227.3 139.16
Waterford 143.32 52.26 113.94 95.69 102.29 82.96 95.41 80.51 84.84 234.41 146.95
West-
meath

18.95 12.63 29.63 47.52 41.94 55.44 40.45 19.62 40.6 88.28 33.86

Wicklow 30.31 72.59 64.38 32 55.59 108.11 96.56 152.07 109.34 142.31 97.13
Wexford 43.02 21.71 0.00 168.85 149.12 82.06 121.95 86.01 94.02 56.39 71.74

02/10/2018WRW05100Afforestation Programme

02/10/2018WRW05200466. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of hectares planted annually with deciduous trees in each of the years 2007 to 
2017, by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39399/18]

02/10/2018WRW05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The midterm 
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review of the Forestry Programme 2014 – 2020, completed in February this year, provided my 
Department with an opportunity to take stock of the existing planting strategy.  The review 
found that some targets were not being met including the 30% planting target for native broad-
leaves.

Following an extensive consultation process with stakeholders, my Department implement-
ed a series of actions to promote native broadleaves.  The grants and premiums for broadleaves 
were increased by 7 % and 5% respectively and the minimum mandatory percentage of broad-
leaves in any individual afforestation project was increased from 10% to 15%.  Last week 
Minister Doyle also launched the Woodland Environmental Fund (WEF) which is a Corporate 
Social Responsibility project, aimed at corporate entities, to promote and encourage the plant-
ing of broadleaves.

The increases in premiums and grants, the increase in the minimum mandatory percentage 
of broadleaves in all afforestation projects, the promotion of Agro-forestry and Forestry for 
Fibre and the launch of the WEF is expected to  lead to an increase in the planting of native 
broadleaves.

The number of hectares planted with broadleaves in each of the years 2007 to 2017, is given 
in the table below and is available on my Department’s website:

County 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Carlow 17.35 10.04 22.46 54.51 4.41 22.96 13.60 3.04 19.06 13.82 12.57
Cavan 46.23 72.42 83.96 106.63 75.32 48.56 57.90 50.17 57.17 89.13 68.59
Clare 232.28 273.33 225.94 189.63 153.56 90.62 58.01 65.24 106.43 73.08 63.73
Cork 418.8 366.78 311.06 523.97 468.97 344.54 185.26 182.28 147.59 110.81 81.70
Donegal 49.41 26.30 53.09 41.56 22.58 17.33 9.78 3.66 10.16 7.14 14.56
Dublin 10.12 9.73 0.00 0.00 1.28 8.56 0.00 2.01 1.51 1.30 4.16
Galway 72.79 58.56 111.37 204.22 127.88 108.50 92.90 103.34 114.97 55.75 91.98
Kerry 200.35 223.27 190.71 276.46 224.19 95.35 114.75 104.90 103.82 113.81 130.51
Kildare 28.35 10.00 41.50 27.66 53.87 91.45 27.03 48.89 4.77 4.40 23.12
Kilkenny 90.68 91.49 80.65 180.24 117.72 131.23 61.84 51.33 72.65 66.11 24.23
Laois 37.06 54.98 33.78 57.43 43.69 69.86 27.40 34.91 22.17 31.64 15.13
Leitrim 73.4 47.62 50.44 63.15 114.91 79.33 71.21 40.91 70.77 72.68 81.69
Limerick 134.14 176.33 125.64 110.74 122.00 78.43 50.84 25.76 24.35 65.34 10.89
Longford 25.23 38.19 29.14 80.25 61.24 37.12 54.03 49.75 88.31 44.93 28.85
Louth 28 27.54 27.07 28.80 6.70 16.49 19.50 0.00 17.74 4.75 19.62
Mayo 77.06 99.37 112.36 129.05 45.69 36.63 58.53 75.50 62.40 59.23 78.32
Meath 18.83 42.59 89.91 178.08 50.45 116.12 60.82 33.34 25.20 30.90 61.47
Monaghan 13.29 18.33 38.36 61.08 29.82 37.06 31.59 32.72 8.46 16.05 14.08
Offaly 21.4 88.72 185.76 128.64 95.11 96.03 32.25 27.71 28.98 29.50 50.46
Roscom-
mon

63.97 99.35 102.94 83.70 59.07 56.48 67.09 69.11 59.92 81.73 75.43

Sligo 43.46 38.48 80.42 16.18 20.81 35.81 69.21 49.29 28.19 41.99 29.01
Tipperary 223.67 172.78 175.17 202.87 204.01 167.07 77.95 64.29 72.58 39.04 27.81
Waterford 112.95 62.68 94.46 96.66 89.18 38.68 25.29 36.38 26.11 35.50 25.45
West-
meath

43.53 42.59 84.63 83.61 98.44 104.26 105.63 81.40 44.13 102.05 54.50

Wexford 81.56 40.73 79.52 187.79 116.14 69.25 66.03 59.24 28.57 42.44 39.66
Wicklow 17.89 34.94 42.86 36.41 39.67 47.69 53.76 52.89 17.03 37.18 33.62

02/10/2018WRX00200Agriculture Scheme Appeals
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02/10/2018WRX00300467. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a written appeal submitted on behalf of a person (details supplied) will be processed without 
delay; and if the case will be examined with a view to restoring payment and ensuring the ap-
plicant qualifies. [39454/18]

02/10/2018WRX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The written 
appeal submitted by the person named is currently under consideration within my Department.  
Officials from my Department have been in ongoing contact with the person named regarding 
the issue under appeal.  The person named will be notified of the outcome of the appeal in writ-
ing in the coming days.

02/10/2018WRX00500Transfer of Entitlements Application

02/10/2018WRX00600468. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a transfer of entitlements application can be accepted on grounds of force majeure in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39459/18]

02/10/2018WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was party to two applications to transfer entitlements in 2015, as a transferee.  My De-
partment has issued a notification to the parties concerned outlining that the applications to 
transfer these entitlements were deemed unsuccessful.  These notifications detailed the reasons 
that the transfer of entitlements applications were unsuccessful.  The applicants were given the 
option to appeal the decision and following this 2 different options were given to the applicants 
to allow the processing of the transfer.  They did not respond to either of these options and so 
my Department has no option other than to deem the transfer application unsuccessful.

02/10/2018WRX00800Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme Applications

02/10/2018WRX00900469. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the po-
sition regarding the case of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39479/18]

02/10/2018WRX01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion in this case was submitted under the Young Farmer’s Capital Investment Scheme of TAMS 
II on 8 June 2018.  During eligibility checks it was found that the applicant was first set up in 
farming more than five years before the date of application.  The application was rejected on 
these grounds.  

An application under the Animal Welfare, Safety and Nutrient Storage Scheme was also 
submitted on 8 June 2018, with the same investment items. This application is currently being 
processed and will be sent to the local office for approval shortly. 

It is important to note that as per the terms and conditions of the scheme, “Installation or 
construction of an investment cannot commence until written approval has been issued to the 
applicant(s).  The commencement of construction or the installation of investment work prior 
to approval is ineligible.  Any sub-investment that has been installed or where work has com-
menced prior to approval will be rejected from the application.”  The applicants should not 
commence building until they receive an approval letter to do so.
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02/10/2018WRX01100Afforestation Programme

02/10/2018WRX01200470. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address the issue of further afforestation in areas with poorly buffered soils under 
new afforestation management and environmental procedures that are applicable for a number 
of years; the number of applications for planting refused in each of the years 2008 to 2017, by 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39500/18]

02/10/2018WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment’s afforestation scheme includes a number of measures that ensure that afforestation is 
carried out on appropriate sites while taking into account any environmental considerations that 
might exist.

All new forests must be established in compliance with national and EU legislation and 
the Department’s requirements as set out in the Forestry Standards Manual, Scheme Docu-
ments, Code of Best Practice – Ireland and the suite of environmental guidelines including the 
Environmental Requirements introduced in December 2016, to ensure that the establishment 
of new forests is carried out in a way that is compatible with the protection and enhancement 
of our environment, particularly in relation to water, biodiversity, archaeology, soil type and 
the landscape. This is a basic requirement under environmental legislation and State aid rules 
underpinning the 2014-2020 Forestry Programme.

 The number of applications for planting refused in each of the years 2008 to 2017 are 
shown in the table. 

Afforestation refusals 2008-2017

COUNTY 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 Totals

Carlow 1 1 2 4

Cavan 2 2 1 6 7 1 1 20

Clare 14 6 3 6 14 25 19 14 8 2 111

Cork 2 2 17 17 3 12 10 8 3 2 76

Donegal 3 5 5 2 1 3 1 2 1 23

Dublin 1 1 2

Galway 4 10 8 9 9 10 10 12 7 1 80

Kerry 17 16 27 23 8 33 8 11 5 148

Kildare 1 1 2 1 5

Kilkenny 1 1 1 2 2 7

Laois 1 1 1 5 1 4 5 1 4 1 24

Leitrim 2 1 3 6 7 7 5 31

Limerick 8 6 4 6 3 13 6 8 1 55

Longford 1 1 1 2 3 3 2 1 14

Mayo 3 10 9 2 6 13 3 2 48

Meath 1 1 2 1 5

Monaghan 1 1 2

Offaly 1 4 7 5 9 7 3 1 4 41

Roscom-
mon

1 3 4 5 13 21 9 11 7 4 78

Sligo 3 1 2 5 5 17 7 11 3 54

Tipperary 5 17 12 9 4 13 15 3 3 2 83

Waterford 1 1 3 1 2 8

Westmeath 1 4 1 1 4 5 1 2 19

Wexford 1 1 3 2 1 8

Wicklow 1 3 3 2 2 11
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Totals 66 76 94 120 96 189 126 116 45 29 957

02/10/2018WRX01400Afforestation Programme

02/10/2018WRX01500471. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the species of tree used for reafforestation after clear-fell in each of the years 2007 to 2017 in 
terms of hectares planted; the way in which the higher stocking rate for broadleaf trees com-
pared to conifers compensates for the failure to achieve the broadleaf tree targets.; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39501/18]

02/10/2018WRX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Currently 
there are no targets in place for a broadleaf tree planting at the reforestation stage of the forest 
cycle which takes place following clearfell. In the Forestry Programme 2014 – 2020 a target 
was set to plant 30% of the area of new forests created annually with broadleaf tree species. The 
higher stocking rate associated with planting broadleaf trees does not compensate for lower lev-
els of broadleaf tree planting as comparisons are made on an area basis and not on the number 
of trees planted. In practical terms, a hectare of land planted with 2,500 conifer trees carries the 
same weight as a hectare of land planted with 3,300 broadleaf trees. 

Detailed annual information is not available the years 2007 to 2017. However the third 
National Forest Inventory completed in 2017 provides the following information on species 
composition in reforestation sites that are 10 years old and younger. The re-stocking species and 
figures are contained in the table. 

Reforestation re-stocking species

Species Area (ha) Percent Area (%)
Sitka spruce 36,660 60.7
Norway spruce 557 0.9
birch spp. 5,340 8.9
Scots pine 16 0.0
other pines 7,939 13.2
Douglas fir 3 0.0
alder 1,370 2.3
larch spp. 1,378 2.3
ash 1,432 2.4
beech 66 0.1
sycamore 156 0.3
sessile & pedunculate oak 600 1.0
other conifers 3 0.0
Other short living broad-
leaves 

3,698 6.1

Other long living broad-
leaves 

1,085 1.8

Total 60,302 100

02/10/2018WRX01700Water Quality

02/10/2018WRX01800472. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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if he will address the specific question of water testing (details supplied); the number of water 
samples taken; the results in each of the years 2008 to 2017; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39502/18]

02/10/2018WRX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
DAFM / EPA Acid Sensitivity Protocol, afforestation applications within certain defined areas 
of the country must be accompanied by water sampling at pre-approval stage, to assess the sen-
sitivity of receiving waters to acidification.

In summary, sampling and analysis by an accredited laboratory must be carried out on at 
least four separate occasions within the period 1st February to the 31st May inclusive, with 
each sample taken at least 28 days apart. Where the minimum alkalinity of any one of the four 
samples taken is <8 mg CaCO3 / litre, no afforestation is permitted. If the result is 8-15 mg 
CaCO3 / litre, full, partial or no afforestation may be approved, following discussion and agree-
ment between DAFM, EPA and Inland Fisheries Ireland. If the result is >15 mg CaCO3 per 
litre, afforestation may be licensed.

It should be noted that where landowners or foresters get negative water sample results they 
may not proceed with potential applications and therefore the amount of sampling conducted 
may be greater than that reflected in the numbers submitted to the Department.

It should be noted that, since early 2013, water sampling under the Acid Sensitivity Protocol 
is not required for afforestation applications which relate to native woodland creation, as these 
are not considered  to have the same potential acidifying effect as other categories of afforesta-
tion. 

The requested water sampling data will be supplied to the Deputy directly. 

02/10/2018WRX02000Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme Applications

02/10/2018WRX02100473. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on an application for grant aid by a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39513/18]

02/10/2018WRX02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named made an application under the Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme of TAMS  
on 12 January 2017.  A letter dated 15 February 2017 issued to the applicant advising that the 
education documents supplied did not meet the educational requirements set out in the Terms 
and Conditions of the Scheme to qualify for the grant of 60% under the Young Farmer Capital 
Investment Scheme as distinct from the standard grant rate of 40% available under all other 
TAMS II measures.  No further evidence was received.

A claim for payment was submitted on 29 January 2018 and payment of the 40% grant was 
made on the 29 March 2018.  To date no documentary evidence of the educational requirements 
having being met has been received by my Department.  Should such evidence be received the 
matter will be further considered.

02/10/2018WRX02300GLAS Issues

02/10/2018WRX02400474. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the decision to exclude a person (details supplied) in County Kerry from the GLAS scheme on 
medical grounds will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39518/18]
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02/10/2018WRX02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016 and 
received all payments in respect of scheme year 2016. 

GLAS participants with the LESS action are required to submit an annual return for the ac-
tion.  The required form was issued to the person named.  Completed forms were required to be 
returned to the Department by 27 October 2017.  The Department issued a number of reminders 
however in this case a completed form was never received. 

The Department has now terminated this GLAS contract due to non compliance.  Both the 
applicant and his adviser ##were informed of the option to appeal this decision to the Agricul-
ture Appeals Office but the Department has no record of notification that such an appeal was 
made.

02/10/2018WRX02600Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

02/10/2018WRX02700475. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2018 area of natural constraints scheme payment will issue to a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39519/18]

02/10/2018WRX02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A 2018 Areas 
of Natural Constraints Application was received in respect of the person named on 15 May 
2018.  Following the completion of the necessary validation of the application, payment has 
recently issued to the nominated bank account.

02/10/2018WRX02900Animal Welfare

02/10/2018WRX03000476. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of animal welfare complaints concerning horses made to his Department in each of the 
years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; the number of complaints that were investigated by 
animal welfare officers; the number of fines and or prosecutions made following those investi-
gations in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39538/18]

02/10/2018WRX03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As you will 
be aware my Department operates an Animal Welfare Helpline Lo-call 0761 064408 along with 
a dedicated email address AnimalWelfare@agriculture.gov.ie which facilitates the reporting by 
members of the public of concerns in regard to the welfare of animals.  All calls received are 
treated in confidence.

The animal welfare hotline exists for the reporting of specific incidents relating to animal 
welfare in need of urgent attention by an authorised officer of my Department. All complaints 
received are investigated by officials of my Department.

01 January - 31 December 2014
Number of Calls

Equine 290

01 January - 31 December 2015
Number of Calls

Equines 257
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01 January - 31 December 2016
Number of Calls

Equine 312

01 January - 31 December 2017
Number of Calls

Equine 321

01 January - 27 September   2018
Number of Calls

Equine 377

Cases involving horses/equines 2014 - pres-
ent
Prosecuted 9
Before the courts 7
Total 16
It should be noted that all these calls do not represent individual welfare events.

The horse welfare situation continues to be kept under close review.  Supply and demand are 
much more aligned and export markets have been quite strong in recent years.  The Department 
continues to work closely with welfare organisations in improving equine welfare.  The De-
partment is also engaged with the Local authorities with a view to progressing suitable equine 
projects that will further enhance horse welfare.

02/10/2018WRX03200Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRX03300477. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
cost of each seminar held on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 by his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39575/18]

02/10/2018WRX03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has not held any seminars specifically on Project Ireland 2040. However, on 13 July 2018 
it co-hosted a Project Ireland 2040 themed event in conjunction with the Department of Rural 
and Community Development. There will be a cost to my Department in relation for the cost 
of translation of a booklet into Irish - Creating Stronger Rural Economies and Communities/
Geilleagair agus Pobail Tuaithe a Neartú which was jointly drafted by both Departments to ac-
company the event.  An invoice is awaited in respect of this.

02/10/2018WRX03500Exports Data

02/10/2018WRX03600478. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
exports per country of Irish powdered milk in each year since 2011, in tabular form. [39608/18]

02/10/2018WRX03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2017, Ire-
land exported dairy products, including dairy powders to 147 countries totalling over €4.6 bil-
lion worth of produce.  The following table, based on CSO data, outlines details in respect of 
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values and tonnage by country for exports of milk powders. 

Irish dairy products have a highly rated and hard earned reputation in terms of quality, 
safety and sustainability, and this gives them a competitive edge in markets over the world.  
My Department, in conjunction with other stakeholders, including the Irish dairy companies 
and agencies such as Bord Bia, are playing a key role in building the market for Irish dairy 
with intensive Ministerial trade mission programmes and other promotional work.  Against the 
backdrop of our efforts to significantly increase dairy output and grow the sector, export market 
diversification is of the utmost importance, and this is particularly true in the context of a post-
Brexit scenario.

Aggregate dairy exports in 2017 increased by approx 17.6% in value against 2016, indicat-
ing another robust performance by the Irish dairy sector in international markets. In view of the 
volume of statistical data collected as part of agri-food trade statistics, some errors in respect 
of individual products may occur.  Where these anomalies are identified, the Department will 
liaise with the Central Statistics Office to highlight and amend the information as required.

2011 2012 2013 2014
Country € 000 Tonnes € 000 Tonnes € 000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
Afghani-
stan

427 182 2,059 857

Algeria 16,358 5,129 1,514 576 4,622 1,231 7,508 2,174
Angola 6,781 1,949 7,747 2,564 9,150 2,552 10,392 3,794
Argentina
Australia 9,178 1,208 1,042 88 2,454 245 2,206 277
Austria 67 22 82 26 943 254 1,321 358
Azerbai-
jan

4 1

Bahrain 1,723 275 2,338 303 1,876 253 2,188 286
Bangla-
desh

1,876 800 748 400 1,924 537 3,468 962

Belgium 6,000 1,982 6,023 1,977 6,378 1,761 6,699 1,948
Belize 73 22
Benin 1,032 344
Bosnia & 
Herze-
govina
Brazil 1,427 405 1,237 435 1,339 392 1,153 329
British 
Virgin 
Islands

74 25

Bulgaria
Burkina 
Faso

7,282 2,471

Burma 94 34 126 50 161 50
Cambodia 829 56 711 92
Camer-
oon

1,763 255 51 5 641 125 1,215 377

Canada 12,081 1,471 12,599 1,700 7,563 982 5,985 855
Cape 
Verde
Cayman 
Islands

0 0 188 68



2 October 2018

205

2011 2012 2013 2014
Country € 000 Tonnes € 000 Tonnes € 000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
Central 
African 
Republic

93 25 42 15

Ceuta
Chad 988 365
Chile 2,160 274 3,299 373 2,839 358 3,092 401
China 
(incl 
Hong 
Kong)

105,567 11,050 149,692 12,338 218,613 20,189 365,580 40,288

Colombia 3,753 433 3,389 355 3,629 329 6,054 491
Congo 1,816 561 1,642 539 2,627 763 6,588 1,989
Congo 
(Dem 
Rep)

13,875 4,005 9,049 2,909 3,626 1,027 15,227 5,471

Costa 
Rica

717 85 918 122 1,594 166 4,426 1,195

Croatia 242 88 366 154
Cuba
Cyprus 1,165 165 698 72 250 35
Czech 
Republic

63 11 1,075 270 1,742 421

Denmark 970 454 1,327 569 546 347 674 333
Dominica
Do-
minican 
Republic

3,050 668 4,746 1,143 1,620 267 3,372 867

Ecuador 4,756 605 3,298 433 2,939 409 2,165 259
Egypt 6,885 1,078 7,929 1,009 6,804 1,050 10,656 3,441
El Salva-
dor

968 118 1,652 209 1,866 175 5,720 1,853

Equatori-
al Guinea

50 16 49 15

Ethiopia 1,519 249 1,659 247 134 19 508 81
Finland
France 18,395 6,645 7,357 3,165 9,709 3,331 43,469 15,618
Gabon 260 83 59 23 160 52 910 329
Gambia 3,615 1,344
Georgia 84 25 40 19
Germany 13,451 5,311 8,438 3,697 9,577 2,929 112,918 40,290
Ghana 2,495 425 1,155 196 1,923 528 13,699 5,335
Gibraltar 22 2
Greece 4,013 517 3,452 315 4,501 308 2,165 307
Grenada
Guam 12 1
Guate-
mala

3,445 442 2,387 313 3,713 395 3,696 578

Guinea 30 15 96 25 436 180
Guinea 
Bissau
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2011 2012 2013 2014
Country € 000 Tonnes € 000 Tonnes € 000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
Guyana 96 25
Haiti
Honduras 920 110 870 115 743 82 948 82
Hungary 9 2 61 9 53 7
Iceland 50 7 17 2 88 10 54 6
India 7,000 2,550 2,505 1,000 0 0 5 1
Indonesia 10,443 3,923 8,198 3,212 7,414 1,990 6,297 1,557
Iran 5,741 1,349 1,052 369 733 274 685 179
Iraq 1,730 250 2,717 362 320 49 22,617 7,894
Israel 33,664 4,279 24,670 3,774 20,272 3,303 18,744 3,194
Italy 2,261 880 2,356 817 2,724 820 3,635 1,133
Ivory 
Coast

217 82 557 203 86 30 2,689 1,064

Jamaica 430 225 809 305 82 25 312 113
Japan 0 0 0 0 1 0
Jordan 15,279 2,177 16,893 2,222 21,780 2,782 28,120 4,572
Kenya 1,033 170 630 224 528 230 678 223
Kuwait 28,656 3,536 26,715 3,130 20,767 2,424 22,443 2,722
Latvia
Lebanon 3,994 890 3,867 636 3,861 777 4,979 1,385
Liberia 497 86 594 94 207 33 388 138
Libya 344 57 310 47 87 11 298 38
Lithuania 3 2
Luxem-
bourg

1,982 258

Madagas-
car

54 17 26 14

Malawi 1,975 591 2,232 699 2,959 817 3,016 940
Malaysia 11,221 3,050 11,311 2,545 17,450 2,940 37,237 7,866
Maldives 228 61
Mali 358 122 434 154 44 14 25,565 10,013
Malta 1,776 366 1,077 194 689 122 1,439 321
Marshall 
Islands
Maurita-
nia

159 50 1,184 446

Mauritius 0 0 118 17 327 104
Mexico 8,384 1,415 6,798 963 9,600 986 46,107 12,730
Mongolia 792 250
Morocco 131 44 2,409 800
Mozam-
bique

461 142

Namibia
Nepal
Nether-
lands

85,890 31,685 42,568 17,040 61,979 18,719 153,124 51,219

New 
Caledonia

0 0 151 40
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2011 2012 2013 2014
Country € 000 Tonnes € 000 Tonnes € 000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
New 
Zealand

1 0 2 0 68 6 20,969 5,614

Nicaragua 2,525 284 1,107 201 168 23 33 14
Niger 431 159
Nigeria 44,752 11,300 34,355 8,395 35,993 8,820 137,347 47,992
Norway 0 0 0 0
Occupied 
Palestine

393 58 4,677 519

Oman 5,965 752 5,968 700 6,267 717 7,261 760
Other 
(Non-EU)

87 12 1 0 77 24

Pakistan 1,471 476 3,067 1,222 3,273 961 8,755 3,264
Panama 1,012 125 3,231 386 2,332 256 2,609 229
Peru 4,508 615 4,088 922 6,888 1,038 13,240 2,769
Philip-
pines

11,084 3,663 6,221 1,346 3,444 336 4,989 1,095

Poland 2,850 915 3,955 1,422 1,242 415 68,753 24,978
Portugal 3,848 721 3,822 735 2,105 523 2,218 729
Qatar 4,675 624 5,817 724 4,789 627 6,094 780
Romania 15 2 246 61 476 130
Russia 801 300 217 62 35,692 12,795
Rwanda 0 0 36 14
Saint 
Barthé-
lemy

201 72

Sao Tome 
& Prin-
cipe

90 30

Saudi 
Arabia

85,434 12,180 85,093 11,033 67,062 7,567 101,499 13,523

Senegal 535 191 1,593 588 881 280 51,045 19,604
Sey-
chelles

110 13 80 11 67 10 95 15

Sierra 
Leone

221 36 248 38 122 19

Singapore 11,483 1,772 8,879 1,104 17,647 2,081 22,558 3,077
Slovakia 117 21 98 19 107 19 115 20
Slovenia
Somalia 570 78 568 73 450 60 238 30
South 
Africa

12,222 3,215 13,003 3,204 13,654 2,381 12,772 4,492

South 
Korea

1,026 400 185 35 18 2 8 1

Spain 6,319 2,039 4,845 1,594 1,960 610 3,950 1,232
Sri Lanka 0 0 59 16 2,101 550
St Vin-
cent & 
Grena-
dines
Sudan 1,470 174 1,424 180 770 177 515 57
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2011 2012 2013 2014
Country € 000 Tonnes € 000 Tonnes € 000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
Surinam
Sweden 7 2 127 44
Switzer-
land

5 1 12 2 69 18 348 88

Syria 3,557 613 2,578 390
Taiwan 6,440 728 7,195 855 7,094 834 17,668 1,415
Tanzania 
United 
Rep

361 125 802 217 2,586 1,005

Thailand 5,134 1,319 5,043 1,535 4,349 848 22,400 5,655
Togo 16,479 6,408
Trinidad 
& Tabago

8,087 2,939 10,896 3,344 9,193 2,965 10,840 3,006

Tunisia 1,120 363 968 350 381 52 849 240
Turkey 2,202 333 3,094 530 1,916 354 4,636 975
Uganda 568 92 123 19
Ukraine
United 
Arab 
Emirates

22,612 3,920 20,564 3,665 19,586 3,493 43,952 9,410

United 
Kingdom 
(incl GB 
and NI)

203,187 64,399 215,740 65,596 216,836 66,629 207,102 56,675

United 
States

1,969 398 55 4 2,623 403 46 6

Unknown 
(Non-EU)

791 220

Uruguay 486 73 445 58 621 80 136 17
Venezuela 9,098 952 10,778 2,153 12,249 1,841 1,797 196
Vietnam 10,489 2,565 13,058 3,219 29,062 4,132 34,459 3,689
Yemen 4,432 1,227 4,098 699 4,100 780 2,905 309
Zambia 554 166 697 200 1,304 538
Zimba-
bwe

1,877 734

Grand 
Total

953,037 224,916 889,212 191,583 967,403 187,708 1,924,835 480,949

Table continued

2015 2016 2017 Jan-Jul 2018
Country €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
Afghani-
stan

2,996 1,861 4,815 3,012 6,329 3,096 3,283 1,807

Algeria 9,424 4,546 16,093 7,635 26,468 9,819 11,065 4,818
Angola 5,596 2,910 4,692 2,674 6,817 3,311 2,928 1,509
Argentina 6,272 2,553 2,371 935
Australia 6,427 750 5,444 530 402 11 112 0
Austria 5,997 2,478 5,853 2,413 4,641 1,390 4,197 1,285
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2015 2016 2017 Jan-Jul 2018
Country €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
Azerbai-
jan

77 9

Bahrain 2,031 237 1,663 200 1,601 125 481 46
Bangla-
desh

2,322 1,138 1,739 959 7,921 3,664 5,370 3,577

Belgium 6,428 1,885 7,450 2,442 9,791 3,347 6,822 2,497
Belize 52 21
Benin 566 223 1,935 1,033 3,153 1,572 142 93
Bosnia & 
Herze-
govina

0 0

Brazil 918 276 777 208 233 74 1,699 582
British 
Virgin 
Islands

407 239

Bulgaria 305 95 490 143
Burkina 
Faso

5,285 2,505 5,734 3,204 9,612 4,472 6,481 3,621

Burma 1,394 800 4,269 1,475 1,039 501
Cambodia 830 111 1,617 113 275 24
Camer-
oon

674 258 520 234 1,485 535 270 106

Canada 7,222 893 7,960 787 7,208 733 4,072 498
Cape 
Verde

290 100 195 75 458 152 487 150

Cayman 
Islands
Central 
African 
Republic

50 28 23 14

Ceuta 80 52
Chad 1,394 732 1,762 1,028 1,199 650 535 364
Chile 5,006 510 5,634 592 4,758 625 2,452 295
China 
(incl 
Hong 
Kong)

457,616 38,155 614,475 47,060 632,089 48,564 308,955 37,690

Colombia 11,369 1,819 16,842 1,851 8,360 1,064 5,819 879
Congo 3,319 1,006 4,035 1,367 8,520 3,352 2,708 1,497
Congo 
(Dem 
Rep)

13,302 7,041 12,066 7,054 14,025 7,365 6,686 4,087

Costa 
Rica

4,467 1,613 4,027 1,388 3,591 965 2,248 736

Croatia 373 111 955 254
Cuba 3,082 1,340
Cyprus 12 1
Czech 
Republic

2,143 507 1,903 482 2,065 544 2,190 500

Denmark 182 169 1,310 926 1,168 826 1,086 754
Dominica 168 88 342 326
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2015 2016 2017 Jan-Jul 2018
Country €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
Do-
minican 
Republic

3,069 761 3,716 584 2,894 415 2,617 590

Ecuador 2,650 352 3,850 367 1,871 208 948 119
Egypt 8,704 2,792 8,929 3,190 8,136 3,675 4,982 2,548
El Salva-
dor

5,934 2,458 3,383 1,159 3,427 916 1,579 354

Equatori-
al Guinea
Ethiopia 355 59 550 148 729 80 205 24
Finland 143 35
France 53,453 18,570 63,057 21,963 76,634 27,942 46,779 15,104
Gabon 553 299 426 249 1,769 860 589 369
Gambia 1,273 654 1,378 802 3,481 1,738 1,693 938
Georgia 155 69 178 97 46 21
Germany 119,991 41,585 141,553 49,745 149,408 52,749 73,493 26,392
Ghana 15,461 8,593 16,158 9,644 19,223 10,168 8,724 5,733
Gibraltar 4 0
Greece 1,282 185 1,611 446 1,904 599 1,381 543
Grenada 45 16
Guam 1 0
Guate-
mala

4,290 761 9,206 1,501 8,584 1,912 4,367 931

Guinea 767 368 1,216 656 2,984 1,484 3,114 1,742
Guinea 
Bissau

35 15

Guyana 94 50 311 100 77 25
Haiti 0 0
Honduras 591 49 809 406 75 6
Hungary 39 6 35 6 52 7 45 9
Iceland 95 8 0 0
India 0 0 47 25
Indonesia 7,397 2,868 7,106 2,876 3,833 1,347 3,319 1,129
Iran 998 350 80 48 66 28
Iraq 27,661 13,563 35,507 15,840 44,258 18,208 35,644 16,638
Israel 22,230 3,259 25,060 2,788 24,087 2,816 15,230 1,850
Italy 16,995 4,247 7,078 2,991 5,235 2,202 3,287 1,630
Ivory 
Coast

2,593 1,404 5,308 3,058 10,922 5,490 5,918 3,593

Jamaica 132 66 1,108 473 464 241
Japan 282 170 45 22 130 65
Jordan 20,667 3,757 19,462 3,644 15,130 2,997 11,270 2,817
Kenya 1,409 675 622 285 2,405 1,356 563 281
Kuwait 21,841 2,471 21,837 2,174 14,294 1,421 6,932 784
Latvia 1,290 323
Lebanon 5,921 1,811 7,362 2,534 6,820 1,898 3,296 1,117
Liberia 797 447 1,245 765 1,108 563 652 378
Libya 277 30 89 48 135 10 2,001 199
Lithuania 1 0
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2015 2016 2017 Jan-Jul 2018
Country €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
Luxem-
bourg
Madagas-
car

359 190 465 167

Malawi 2,791 1,181 3,469 1,833 4,260 1,818 2,833 1,163
Malaysia 35,407 9,185 32,004 9,107 27,205 11,411 19,478 9,396
Maldives
Mali 21,680 11,695 23,783 14,116 29,099 15,742 19,714 12,966
Malta 743 241 580 212 788 299 233 111
Marshall 
Islands

402 208

Maurita-
nia

320 129 664 382 3,115 1,692 2,601 1,463

Mauritius 101 45 665 301 1,256 448 1,038 378
Mexico 10,910 2,015 27,199 9,307 5,759 1,005 3,841 1,280
Mongolia
Morocco 146 84 498 341 140 75 34 24
Mozam-
bique

200 112 76 42 190 98

Namibia 455 150
Nepal 94 50
Nether-
lands

193,876 68,221 205,733 73,455 237,420 81,925 133,241 49,534

New 
Caledonia
New 
Zealand

4,958 1,744 4,857 2,934 173 31 468 24

Nicaragua 1 0 63 5
Niger 46 26 2,723 1,557 9,659 4,918 3,357 2,012
Nigeria 93,120 46,804 67,667 36,747 94,485 45,578 40,549 23,712
Norway
Occupied 
Palestine

6,624 592 8,376 757 6,462 585 4,492 455

Oman 7,460 1,068 9,846 849 10,809 1,108 5,616 728
Other 
(Non-EU)
Pakistan 11,497 5,734 7,404 3,620 12,074 6,109 6,812 3,961
Panama 4,222 351 4,518 349 4,310 457 2,684 228
Peru 8,404 1,284 11,151 1,062 12,845 2,243 4,701 405
Philip-
pines

7,015 1,857 5,564 1,136 17,315 6,000 8,580 4,534

Poland 93,834 32,354 97,757 29,673 83,574 31,292 39,316 14,487
Portugal 2,203 587 2,525 673 2,225 590 1,538 393
Qatar 5,000 562 4,998 470 5,317 453 2,724 269
Romania 679 181 732 187 1,514 409 695 180
Russia 31,093 10,244 46,160 14,755 46,108 13,260 12,556 4,220
Rwanda 214 150
Saint 
Barthé-
lemy
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2015 2016 2017 Jan-Jul 2018
Country €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
Sao Tome 
& Prin-
cipe
Saudi 
Arabia

128,180 13,122 96,851 10,772 102,972 12,439 48,944 5,601

Senegal 39,605 20,016 46,582 25,906 51,099 24,525 28,446 16,460
Sey-
chelles

110 11 164 19 54 5 50 6

Sierra 
Leone

308 74 281 158

Singapore 15,577 2,874 14,383 3,852 16,868 6,977 11,451 4,984
Slovakia 116 21 71 13 33 6
Slovenia 600 173 739 198
Somalia 396 44 585 107 648 73 570 65
South 
Africa

6,657 3,390 8,211 4,633 10,026 5,243 6,849 3,873

South 
Korea

50 23 240 111 968 332 469 97

Spain 8,151 2,912 7,299 2,729 9,872 3,638 5,874 2,257
Sri Lanka 13 5
St Vin-
cent & 
Grena-
dines

38 16

Sudan 1,429 545 348 29 900 244 499 216
Surinam 144 8 1,189 368 1,118 346
Sweden 2 1 78 1 52 0
Switzer-
land

2,636 639 2,358 558 2,845 733 1,860 550

Syria 195 50 263 150 395 112 116 15
Taiwan 15,950 1,585 19,309 1,607 19,096 2,042 10,404 1,188
Tanzania 
United 
Rep

2,957 1,582 2,377 1,358 3,319 1,686 1,085 641

Thailand 25,822 7,105 4,536 1,975 13,329 4,908 13,024 4,986
Togo 12,329 6,543 11,165 6,507 11,752 5,916 7,990 4,824
Trinidad 
& Tabago

10,519 2,986 7,156 2,498 7,906 2,756 3,152 1,119

Tunisia 562 117 1,140 264 599 202 583 360
Turkey 7,258 1,414 9,281 1,514 26,086 4,091 20,566 3,735
Uganda
Ukraine 157 81 0 0
United 
Arab 
Emirates

27,605 7,894 32,670 12,908 51,156 19,184 18,108 7,186

United 
Kingdom 
(incl GB 
and NI)

210,917 59,670 182,476 61,892 198,531 60,759 107,021 36,371

United 
States

68 7 6,856 1,351 16,267 2,666 10,225 1,783
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2015 2016 2017 Jan-Jul 2018
Country €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes
Unknown 
(Non-EU)

259 27 1 1 119 13

Uruguay 155 42 158 80
Venezuela 2,413 307 315 15
Vietnam 29,107 3,274 40,439 4,774 19,469 2,575 5,756 1,011
Yemen 718 190 3,196 1,579 5,561 2,207 739 276
Zambia 1,782 942 1,143 621 1,321 743 1,312 574
Zimba-
bwe

1,073 554 919 555 1,421 756 765 460

Grand 
Total

2,001,778 519,983 2,186,646 568,544 2,376,853 636,025 1,252,504 387,819

02/10/2018WRX03800Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRX03900479. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the amount of money spent by his Department on third party public relations advice, commu-
nications advice, online advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month 
and company engaged in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39631/18]

02/10/2018WRX04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment does not employ External Public Relations firms. Public Relations advice is provided by 
my Department’s Press Office. 

The vast bulk of my Department’s advertising is in respect of press notices in the specialised 
farming press, provincial and national newspapers. This expenditure includes the publication of 
Statutory Notices that are required to comply with various national and EU legislative require-
ments. Decisions on the placement of notices are made on a case by case basis, depending on 
the nature of the advertisement and the target audience.

Detail requested by the Deputy of amount spent in 2018 to date is outlined in the table.

Name of Company engaged Amount spent €Online advertising Amount spent  €Public awareness  
campaign

Agriland  2,460(1) 1,230
Mediavest(2) 1,000(3) 110,955
Irish Farmers Monthly 5,226 1,464
Recruit Ireland Ltd 183
Irish Rural Link Co-operative Soc. 
as lead for the consortium running 
National Rural Network(4)

16,809

Crann 850
Durrow Communications Ltd 3,690
FARM TV 5,550
Forestry Yearbook 1,218
Irish Timber Growers Association 2,546
Millstreet Country Park 750
Select Media 3,296
Distilled SCH Classifieds (Done 
Deal)

6,089

(1) Amount refers to online advertising for a Public Awareness Campaign
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(2) In the main, the Department advertises through MediaVest, who hold the central Gov-
ernment contract for the provision of advertising services, but occasionally the Department 
deals with the service provider directly.

(3) Amount refers to online advertising for a Public Awareness Campaign

(4) Co-funded with the EU as a technical assistance measure under Ireland’s Rural Develop-
ment Programme 2014 - 2020.

02/10/2018WRX04100Animal Welfare

02/10/2018WRX04200480. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to prohibit the use of shock collars for dogs; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39659/18]

02/10/2018WRX04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 a person is prohibited from causing unnecessary pain 
or suffering or endangering the health and welfare of any animal.  The Act also provides that 
a person having possession of an animal must ensure that the animal is kept in a manner that 
safeguards its health and welfare.  

SI No. 108 of 2014 provides for a ban on electro-immobilisation by means of any electrical 
equipment of an instrument which applies a sustained electric current or impulse directly to a 
live animal.  Electrical stimulation or shock collars for training dogs are designed to produce 
lower stimuli lasting milliseconds rather than produce a sustained electric current. 

The Deputy will be aware that I recently launched a consultation process for an Animal 
Welfare Strategy.  The issue raised by the Deputy can be examined as part of this process.

02/10/2018WRX04400Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

02/10/2018WRX04500481. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an areas of natural constraint scheme payment for a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39660/18]

02/10/2018WRX04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the 2018 Basic Payments Scheme was received from the person named on 15 May 
2018.  Application for the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme is integrated into the 
Basic Payments Scheme application form and in order to apply for the ANC scheme applicants 
must tick the appropriate box on the online application form.  My Department’s records show 
that in the case of the person named no such tick or indication of application for the ANC 
scheme was made.  

Following a review of the case, an application for the ANC scheme will now be accepted 
in this case.

02/10/2018WRX04700GLAS Payments

02/10/2018WRX04800482. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under GLAS will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; the reason 
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for the delay in issuing the payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39676/18]

02/10/2018WRX04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved under the GLAS 2 scheme with a contract start date of 1 January 2016. 

The application was terminated on 11 January 2018 as the applicant failed to submit the re-
quired documentation to comply with GLAS requirements in relation to his commonage claim.  
The applicant appealed this decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office but the appeal was disal-
lowed with the provision that it should be referred to the Commonage Implementation Com-
mittee (CIC).  The case was referred to the CIC who advised that it had no role in the matter 
concerned.

02/10/2018WRX05000Aquaculture Licence Applications

02/10/2018WRX05100483. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of an application (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39677/18]

02/10/2018WRX05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All applica-
tions for aquaculture licences are considered by my Department under the provisions of the 
1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable EU legislation. The 
legislation provides for a period of public and statutory consultation.

All applications in ‘Natura 2000’ areas i.e. areas designated as Special Areas of Conserva-
tion (SACs) and/or Special Protection Areas (SPAs) are required to be appropriately assessed 
for the purpose of environmental compliance with the EU Habitats and/or Birds Directives.  
The obligation to undertake an Appropriate Assessment derives from Article 6(3) and 6(4) of 
the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC as transposed into Irish legislation by the European Com-
munities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. West of Ardara/Maas Road has been 
designated by the National Parks and Wildlife Service as a Special Area of Conservation under 
the EU Habitats Directive. An Appropriate Assessment report has been completed by the Ma-
rine Institute in respect of aquaculture applications located in or adjacent to the West of Ardara/
Maas Road SAC and considers the risks posed by the proposed activities to the conservation 
features of the Natura 2000 site.  The assessment process complies with best scientific practice. 

My Department has prepared a draft Appropriate Assessment Conclusion Statement which 
outlines how it is proposed to manage aquaculture in the West of Ardara/Maas Road Special 
Area of Conservation in compliance with the Habitats Directive.  This draft Conclusion State-
ment is available on my Department’s website at:    https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/
migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/appropriateas-
sessmentconclusionstatement/DraftAppropriateAssessmentConclusionStatementWestArdara-
MaasRoad080818.pdf

The Appropriate Assessment Conclusion Statement, which is currently in draft form, supple-
ments the Appropriate Assessment report and should be read in conjunction with it.  The Con-
clusion Statement will be finalised taking account, if appropriate, of any written submissions 
or observations made to my Department during the public and statutory consultation phase for 
aquaculture applications as they relate to the conservation features in the West of Ardara/Maas 
Road SAC, and any other relevant information. The statutory and public consultation phase for 
aquaculture licence applications in this SAC is now concluded.

My Department is continuing to examine the aquaculture licence applications in the West of 
Ardara/ Maas Road SAC in accordance with the applicable legislation and full account is being 
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taken of the engineering, scientific, environmental, legal and public policy aspects relevant to 
each application. Aquaculture projects in this SAC can only be authorised if they (individually 
or in combination with other plans or projects) do not give rise to significant adverse impacts 
on the integrity of the West of Ardara/Maas Road SAC, having regard to its Conservation Ob-
jectives.

As the aquaculture licence applications in this Special Area of Conservation are under active 
consideration as part of a statutory process it would not be appropriate to comment further on 
the matter at this time.

02/10/2018WRX05300TAMS Payments

02/10/2018WRX05400484. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a balancing payment on a TAMS grant for a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39690/18]

02/10/2018WRX05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named made an application under the Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme of TAMS  
on 12 January 2017.  A letter dated 15 February 2017 issued to the applicant advising that the 
education documents supplied did not meet the educational requirements set out in the Terms 
and Conditions of the Scheme to qualify for the grant of 60% under the Young Farmer Capital 
Investment Scheme as distinct from the standard grant rate of 40% available under all other 
TAMS II measures.  No further evidence was received.

A claim for payment was submitted on 29 January 2018 and payment of the 40% grant was 
made on the 29 March 2018.   To date no documentary evidence of the educational requirements 
having being met has been received by my Department.  Should such evidence be received the 
matter will be further considered.

02/10/2018WRY00200Farm Inspections

02/10/2018WRY00300485. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a farmer is requested to have aphone available for inspection for text messages during a de-
partmental inspection, the consequences in cases in which texts are accidentally deleted; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39699/18]

02/10/2018WRY00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment operates a myriad of schemes and services which are accessible by phone and which may 
involve text messages. Similarly there are a range of different inspection types undertaken by 
officials in the Department. If the Deputy has a particular instance on which he requires clarifi-
cation, I will have the matter examined on receipt of further detailed information.

02/10/2018WRY00500Diplomatic Representation

02/10/2018WRY00600486. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when the post of agricultural counsellor at the Irish Embassy in Moscow will be filled; and 
the length of time this post has been vacant. [39737/18]

02/10/2018WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The role of 
Agricultural Attaché in the Moscow Embassy has been vacant since May 2017. The decision to 
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defer the appointment of a replacement was taken in light of the now limited opportunities for 
EU/Irish Agri food exports to the Russian market since the Russian Federation imposed a ban 
on the importation of pigs, pork and reproductive material certified from the EU after 26 Janu-
ary 2014, followed by a second, more general, ban on the importation of agri-food products in 
August 2014. Although partially lifted (since 1 June 2016), the overall ban remains in place.

There are no immediate plans to fill this vacancy. However, the Agriculture Research Offi-
cer position within the Embassy - which assisted the agricultural attaché - has been maintained 
with a view to providing a continued agriculture presence that can be built upon if and when the 
attaché post is renewed. 

This matter will be given further consideration in the coming months as part of my Depart-
ment’s annual review of Agriculture Attaché positions.

02/10/2018WRY00800Trade Missions

02/10/2018WRY00900487. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to have a food-related trade mission to India. [39738/18]

02/10/2018WRY01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The pursuit 
and development of new markets for Irish agri-food exports is an ongoing and central compo-
nent of the strategic development of the agri-food sector, as evidenced by its placement right at 
the centre of Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development over the coming decade. 
Food Wise 2025 outlines the huge potential for growth in agri-food exports to new and emerg-
ing markets, particularly in Asia, Africa, the Americas and the Gulf region. This is where our 
efforts will be focused for the foreseeable future, particularly given the need to diversify our 
markets and to reduce our reliance on traditional destinations such as the UK.

Trade missions have become an integral part of this strategy, and the selection of the des-
tination of each mission is only agreed upon after a rigorous process which takes into account 
varying factors, such as the existing and potential market penetration for Irish produce within 
the country, and whether any market access issues could potentially be resolved during the mis-
sion. 

To assist my Department in this area, Bord Bia carried out a market prioritisation exercise 
in 2017. It identified opportunities in new and more mature markets, and has provided valuable 
market intelligence both for industry operators and policy makers. It has already helped in the 
choice of destinations for my most recent trade missions to the US, Canada and China, and the 
next one to Indonesia and Malaysia at the end of October 2018.

At the moment I do not have any immediate plans to lead a trade mission to India but my 
Department will continue to seek out and identify new markets and I am ready to respond as 
appropriate to other opportunities that may arise.

02/10/2018WRY01100TAMS Applications

02/10/2018WRY01200488. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
penalty applied to a dairy equipment TAMS II grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry will be considered as an error in view of the fact that contact was made on two 
occasions to the helpline seeking clarification during the online application process; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39753/18]
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02/10/2018WRY01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named made an application for mobile sheep handling equipment under the Animal Welfare and 
Nutrient Storage Scheme TAMS II on 20 November 2015.   

The applicant’s planner contacted the Department while submitting the claim for payment 
and was advised to submit the actual items purchased.  A claim for payment was submitted on 
20 July 2017 which included investments which were not purchased which resulted in an over-
claim penalty being applied. 

The applicant was advised of the position in a letter from the Department dated 20 August 
2018. A written request for a review of this decision was received and the case is currently being 
reviewed by the Department. The applicant will be advised in writing of the outcome.

Should the applicant remain dissatisfied with the outcome of this review it will remain open 
to them to submit an appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

02/10/2018WRY01400Fish Landings

02/10/2018WRY01500489. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the level of fish landings at the Howth Fishery Harbour Centre in each of the years 2015 to 2017 
and to date in 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39780/18]

02/10/2018WRY01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Sea Fish-
eries Protection Authority (SFPA) is the agency responsible for recording landings of fish into 
Irish Ports. The following table sets out the information provided to me by the SFPA regarding 
fish landings into Howth Fishery Harbour Centre.

Howth FHC Landing Figures 2015-2018

Year Sum of Tonnes Sum of Value in € No. of Landings
2015 4,411 €11,980,496 735
2016 5,997 €15,619,841 1303
2017 4,331 €11,435,371 992
2018* 1447.9
Total 
*  Tonnage for 2018 is based on the most recent estimates, and may be subject to change. 

The value and number of fish landings for 2018 are not yet available.

02/10/2018WRY01700Basic Payment Scheme Appeals

02/10/2018WRY01800490. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39926/18]

02/10/2018WRY01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All entitle-
ments allocated under BPS and the National Reserve are subject to a two-year usage rule. An 
eligible hectare of land per entitlement must be declared annually to meet the usage require-
ment. If a farmer has unused entitlements for two consecutive years, the lowest value entitle-
ments held by that farmer revert to the National Reserve in the second year of non-usage. 

The over claims in this case, resulting in lands declared being found not to be eligible, which 
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resulted in the loss of entitlements, were due to the results of an Agri Environment Options 
Scheme inspection carried out in relation to the 2017 scheme year.  

In order for this to be reviewed a further field visit will be required. I have arranged for this 
to be carried out as soon as possible.

02/10/2018WRY02000Harbour Fees

02/10/2018WRY02100491. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
harbour charges being levied on small fishing boats at a pier (details supplied) in County Kerry 
will be reviewed; if officials from his Department will meet with the fishermen to the discuss 
the charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39927/18]

02/10/2018WRY02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment owns, manages and maintains the six State-owned Fishery Harbour Centres, located at 
Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl. The Fishery Har-
bour Centres (Rates and Charges) Order 2012 (214 of 2012), which came into effect on the 1st 
July 2012, sets out the fee schedule for the use of the facilities at each of the six Fishery Harbour 
Centres. Different rates apply according to the type and nature of the vessel, the different use 
made of the facilities by the vessel, the size of the vessel and the quantity, value and species of 
fish landed (where applicable).

The Department is currently undertaking a review of the 2012 order and expects to engage 
in a  Public Consultation on the matter, as required by legislation, as part of the review process.

02/10/2018WRY02300Brexit Staff

02/10/2018WRY02400492. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 2003 of 24 July 2018, the status of his Department’s 
work on the preparation of a detailed fully costed action plan to facilitate potentially increased 
sanitary and phytosanitary controls, including staffing and upgrading infrastructure at ports and 
airports; and the cost estimate forecasts to date in this regard. [39939/18]

02/10/2018WRY02500493. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of veterinary officers and inspectors recruited since the Brexit referendum in 
June 2016, by new staff hires and replacement staff in this area, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39941/18]

02/10/2018WRY02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 492 and 493 together.

My Department is working with other Departments, through whole-of-Government coor-
dination structures, on preparedness actions in relation to Brexit, in line with the Government 
Decision of 18 July. From an agri-food perspective this includes implementation of the steps 
necessary to facilitate potentially greatly increased Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) controls, 
which in turn will require staffing, infrastructural and IT requirements to be addressed at ports 
and airports.   

My Department’s most immediate Brexit planning relates to the phased recruitment of staff 
for SPS and fisheries controls up to 2021, and the implementation of Phase One of the staffing 
project that is anticipated for 2019. The latter involves the recruitment of additional staff for 
SPS and fisheries controls, as agreed by Government on 18 September. The necessary arrange-
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ments to commence this recruitment process are currently being put in place. 

The Department is also feeding intensively into the wider ongoing process around the infra-
structural requirements at ports and airports, and will continue to liaise closely with the Office 
of Public Works, in particular, in this regard.  

The following table shows the number of Veterinary recruitments in my Department since 
June 23rd 2016:

Year Number of recruitments
2016 10
2017 22
2018 15
Total 47

02/10/2018WRY02800Statutory Instruments

02/10/2018WRY02900494. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the steps he has taken since SI 89 of 2018 for serious fishing infringements was rescind-
ed by Dáil Éireann on 29 May 2018; the persons, interested parties, groups or organisations 
from the fisheries sector or other political parties he has met or liaised with since 29 May; the 
level of engagement his Department has had with all interested parties since the date of rescind-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40072/18]

02/10/2018WRY03000495. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the details on the amendments he is proposing for a replacement statutory instrument 
for serious fishing infringements as per EU obligations but taking due cognisance of the rights 
of the fishermen under Irish law and their respective constitutional rights as per Bunreacht na 
hÉireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40073/18]

02/10/2018WRY03100496. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if he has consulted with the fishing sector since the rescinding of SI 89 of 2018 on the 29 
May 2018; the consultation that has taken place with fisheries organisations or the sector since 
29 May 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40074/18]

02/10/2018WRY03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 494 to 496, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, on 20th March 2018 I signed into force the European Union (Com-
mon Fisheries Policy) (Point System) Regulations 2018, S.I. No. 89 of 2018. However, S.I. No 
89 was annulled by Dail Eireann on 29 May 2018.

I am at present considering with my legal advisers next steps following that annulment. I 
expect legal advice to be to hand in the near future and once it has been fully considered, I will 
determine next steps in this matter. 

As the Deputy may be aware, S.I. No. 89 adopted the requirements of Article 92 of Council 
Regulation (EC) No. 1224/2009 and Title VII of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 
No. 404/2011 of 8 April 2011. It should be noted that both of these EU regulations went through 
the ordinary legislative procedure at EU level which would have included widespread consul-
tation with interested parties including the Member States, Advisory Councils, NGOs and the 
fishing Industry.  The matter has also been discussed at industry liaison meetings over the years.  
The EU regulations on this matter are highly prescriptive in relation to licence holders, leaving 
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little room for further negotiation.

02/10/2018WRY03500Departmental Legal Cases Data

02/10/2018WRY03600497. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the costs and State liabilities of the various court cases taken in respect of previous statu-
tory instruments dealing with the penalty points system for serious fishing infringements; if the 
costs for the State surrounding cases (details supplied), other minor cases and the two judicial 
reviews of the SI will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40075/18]

02/10/2018WRY03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I can inform 
the Deputy that a number of cases arose from the operation of the European Communities 
(Common Fisheries Policy)(Point System) Regulations 2014 (S.I. No. 3 of 2014), whereas 
none arose in relation to the European Communities (Common Fisheries Policy)(Point System) 
Regulations 2016 (S.I. No. 125 of 2016).

In relation to S.I. No. 3 of 2014, the following Table contains details of cases in respect of 
which certain costs have been paid to date. I should advise that certain matters pertaining to 
costs and State liabilities have yet to be finalised in a number of relevant cases. 

 Name of case Costs paid to date
 Doyle Fishing Company v Michael 
C.O’Connor and the Sea   Fisheries Protec-
tion Authority

€19,017.00 (State’s Counsel fees). Costs 
also paid in the sum of €61,996.78.

Patrick O’Sullivan and Cathal O’Sullivan v 
Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority and Ors.

 €105,138.50 (State’s Counsel fees).

Crayden Fishing Company Limited v Sea-
Fisheries Protection Authority and Ors. 

 €73,858.97 (State’s Counsel fees). 

02/10/2018WRY03800Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRY03900498. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the cost of his Department’s stand at the National Ploughing Championships 2018; the 
number of staff deployed from his Department for the week; and the cost of same. [40347/18]

02/10/2018WRY04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The National 
Ploughing Championships is one of the key events in the farming calendar in Ireland and annu-
ally provides the farming community with the opportunity to interact directly on a face to face 
basis with my Department. 

Effectively, we operate a fully resourced office of the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine on site. Farmers are given the opportunity for direct access to many areas of my 
Department to answer any queries or resolve any issues they may have, and this year my De-
partment Officials dealt with over 9,000 queries, somewhat less than normal, due to the poor 
weather conditions. This figure does not reflect the entire footfall at the Department’s stand, 
with many customers obtaining information without lodging an official query with the Depart-
ment.

There are a number of costs associated with my Department having a fully functioning, pro-
fessional presence at the National Ploughing Championships.  This year’s total costs amounted 
to approximately €128,861 excluding VAT.  This figure includes €98,798 for the supply, instal-
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lation and removal of Exhibition accommodation and €9,680 site fee to the National Ploughing 
Association. The remainder includes costs for entrance passes for staff working at the event, 
security, broadband etc.

Throughout the event there were 81 staff positions directly dealing with the public and 
another nine in support roles such as IT and marshalling to be staffed at all times over the four 
days of the Ploughing. So at any one time, there were 90 staff members providing a service to 
the farming community in my Department’s marquee.

02/10/2018WRY04100Postal Services

02/10/2018WRY04200499. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount his Department has invested in An Post over the past two years; the 
way in which this was invested; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39493/18]

02/10/2018WRY04300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): As Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, I am respon-
sible for the postal sector including the governance of An Post.  Operational matters relating to 
the company’s retail business, the post office network, including investment in the post office 
network, are matters for the Board and management of An Post.

Reflecting its commitment to sustaining a nationwide post office network and daily mails 
service, the Government made €30m available in State funding to An Post in 2017, in the form 
of a repayable loan, to support the renewal of the post office network and the continued fulfil-
ment of a five day per week mails delivery service.

Government funding of €80,000 has also been allocated to roll out a pilot scheme for Digital 
Assist which will see ten post offices equipped to help citizens with online Government interac-
tions. The pilot scheme is currently being rolled out in rural post offices.

02/10/2018WRY04400Recycling Policy

02/10/2018WRY04500500. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he is considering introducing a levy on non-recyclable coffee cups; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39991/18]

02/10/2018WRY04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The introduction of a levy on non-recyclable single use coffee cups as a measure 
to improve environmental behaviour is something that I am considering as well as other eco-
nomic measures in the context of an overall review of the Environment Fund. This review is 
very close to finalisation and will be submitted to me shortly.

Ireland’s approach will also have regard to the EU’s policy on single-use plastics (SUPs) 
which was announced in May, and which proposes a range of approaches to tackling the pro-
liferation of plastics that end up as marine litter. These include a provision that Member States 
must take necessary measures to achieve a significant reduction in the consumption of certain 
SUPs, including food containers and cups.  Such measures may include national consump-
tion reduction targets, measures ensuring that reusable alternatives to those products are made 
available at the point of sale to the final consumer, and economic instruments to ensure that 
certain SUPs are not provided free of charge at the point of sale to the final consumer.

It is difficult to estimate the potential revenue that might be generated from the introduc-
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tion of any environmental levy based on current usage of the product in question as the primary 
objective of such a levy is to improve environmental behaviour, rather than to generate revenue. 
The Plastic Bag Levy (PBL), for example, was phenomenally successful in that regard. Follow-
ing the introduction of the PBL in 2002, there was an immediate and dramatic effect on con-
sumer behaviour as the use of plastic bags by consumers dropped from an estimated 328 bags 
per person per annum, prior to the levy, to 22 bags per annum by the beginning of 2004. This 
figure stood at just 8 bags per person per annum in 2016. Furthermore, in 2000 it was estimated 
that plastic bags constituted 5% of litter, whereas data received from the annual National Litter 
Pollution Monitoring System (NLPMS) showed that plastic bags constituted just 0.27% of litter 
in 2017.

I am determined that the introduction of any other environmental levies in the future should 
have a similarly positive impact on people’s behaviour to protect our environment.

02/10/2018WRY04700Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRY04800501. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the communications, press and public relations budget allocated to his Department 
for 2018; the way in which it is being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39367/18]

02/10/2018WRY04900510. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount spent by his Department on third party public relations advice, 
communications advice, online advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, 
by month and company engaged in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39634/18]

02/10/2018WRY05000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 501 and 510 together.

My Department’s remit includes complex policy areas, oversight of State regulation and 
service provision across key strategic services such as energy, environment, climate change and 
public broadcasting, as well as regulation of sectors such as mining and hydrocarbon explora-
tion. Given the technical complexity, economic significance and community interest in these 
areas, there is a requirement to disseminate information and to address specific issues as they 
arise. My Department therefore necessarily incurs some expenditure on third party public rela-
tions and communications advice, online advertising and public awareness campaigns from 
time to time.

In procuring these services, my Department always seeks to ensure value for money and to 
keep expenditure to the minimum necessary. Expenditure on communications, press and public 
relations falls under the Department’s various administrative and programme budgets and is not 
profiled as a single expenditure item.

The information requested in relation to expenditure to date in 2018 is set out in tabular 
format in the following link:

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/72DCDEFB9E3DDABF8025831
A00606C32/$File/Table%201.docx?openelement”>Table</a>]

02/10/2018WRY05100National Broadband Plan
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02/10/2018WRY05200502. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the way in which the only remaining bidder for the national broadband plan is 
compliant with the process in view of the changes that the consortium has undergone since the 
process commenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39420/18]

02/10/2018WRY05300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I have been advised by my Department that the bidder in the National Broadband 
procurement process is led by Granahan McCourt and that the bidder has nominated a number 
of key subcontractors including enet, Nokia, Actavo, the Kelly Group and KN Group to assist 
in the delivery of the National Broadband Plan Contract.

Bidders wishing to participate in the ongoing NBP procurement process had to pre-qualify 
in order to participate in that process. Only those bidders that could demonstrate they had the 
necessary economic and financial standing, together with the required technical and profession-
al capability, were allowed to participate in the procurement. I understand from my Department 
that the bidder which submitted its Final Tender to my Department on 18 September 2018 met 
these relevant thresholds set out for the procurement process.

My Department is evaluating the Final Tender submission. This is a significant milestone as 
the NBP procurement process has now entered its final stage.

02/10/2018WRZ00200National Broadband Plan

02/10/2018WRZ00300503. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if bids or expressions of interest have been received to date since the bidding 
process for the national broadband plan closed; if he has had engagement with the remaining 
consortium bidding for the project by phone, email, letter or meetings; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39421/18]

02/10/2018WRZ00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): As I informed the House on 18 September my Department received the Final Ten-
der submission from the bidder in the National Broadband Plan State led intervention procure-
ment process on that date. Since receipt of that Final Tender on September 18 no further bids 
or expressions of interest have been received and I have had no engagement with the bidder.   

02/10/2018WRZ00500National Broadband Plan

02/10/2018WRZ00600504. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he has consulted with his officials regarding discontinuing the bidding 
process for the national broadband plan and retendering the project; if he has received written 
and-or verbal advice or reports from his officials on this course of action; the estimated cost of 
retendering the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39424/18]

02/10/2018WRZ00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Following eir’s withdrawal from the NBP procurement process earlier this year, 
leaving a single remaining bidder, I understand my Department’s procurement team conducted 
a project re-appraisal exercise in line with the Public Spending Code. The re-appraisal exercise 
identified the preferred option as continuing with the procurement process.   

My Department is currently evaluating the Final Tender submission received from the bid-
der on 18 September 2018.  This is a significant milestone as the NBP procurement process has 
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now entered its final stage.

02/10/2018WRZ00800Broadband Service Provision

02/10/2018WRZ00900505. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if an issue raised in correspondence from a person (details supplied) will be expe-
dited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39443/18]

02/10/2018WRZ01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in a LIGHT BLUE area according to my 
Department’s High Speed Broadband Map, available at www.broadband.gov.ie.  

Under a Commitment Agreement signed with me in April 2017, eir is in the process of pass-
ing 300,000 predominantly rural homes with high speed broadband in the LIGHT BLUE area 
of the map and had passed approximately 175,000 of these premises as of Q2 2018.

I understand from my Department that the premises referred to by the Deputy is a new build 
and that eir’s high speed broadband network has passed the premises.  I also understand that the 
new Eircode for this premises is now in eir’s database which should allow for a connection to 
be requested and provided. 

02/10/2018WRZ01100Biofuel Obligation Scheme

02/10/2018WRZ01200506. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the introduction of incentives to encourage the use of biofuels will be consid-
ered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39520/18]

02/10/2018WRZ01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The Biofuels Obligation Scheme, administered by the National Oil Reserves Agency, is 
the principal support for the uptake of biofuels in Ireland.  The scheme was introduced in 2010 
and requires suppliers of road transport fuel to ensure that biofuels make up a certain percentage 
of annual fuel sales.  It is a certificate based scheme with two certificates awarded per litre of 
sustainable biofuel if that biofuel is produced from wastes or residues and one certificate per li-
tre for all other sustainable biofuels.  For each calendar year, a fuel supplier must hold sufficient 
biofuel obligation certificates to demonstrate compliance.  The number of certificates required 
is determined by the biofuel obligation rate, which is currently set at 8%.  This means that at the 
end of 2018, a fuel supplier must hold 8 biofuel certificates for every 92 litres of fossil fuel they 
place on the road transport fuel market this year. 

In 2017 the Biofuels Obligation Scheme resulted in over 225 million litres of biofuel being 
placed on the market in Ireland leading to over 7% renewable energy use in the transport sector 
compared to the 10% target for 2020 under the Renewable Energy Directive.

In April 2018, I published a Biofuel Obligation Scheme Policy Statement which set out six 
key actions that will be undertaken in the development of the scheme.  This included an in-
crease in the biofuel obligation rate to 10% by volume from 1 January 2019 and 11% by volume 
from 1 January 2020.  The first of  these changes has been enacted by S.I. No. 169 of 2018 and 
I intend to enact the second of these changes early next year. 

02/10/2018WRZ01400Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure
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02/10/2018WRZ01500507. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the cost of each seminar held on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including Septem-
ber 2018 by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39578/18]

02/10/2018WRZ01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): Project Ireland 2040 sets out the Government’s overarching policy for infrastructural and 
economic growth, incorporating themes of wellbeing, equality and opportunity.  Combining the 
National Planning Framework to 2040 and the National Development Plan to 2027, the initia-
tive contains 10 ambitious targets to address sustainable national development. 

My Department held an event on 20 June 2018 to highlight one of these targets, the Transi-
tion to a Low Carbon and Climate Resilient Society.  The event was designed to open dialogue 
among a range of stakeholders on collaborative and community-based approaches to achieving 
this key strategic outcome, as well as offering valuable insights from the individuals, organisa-
tions and agencies who will work closely with Government to address these issues.  The event, 
entitled “Empowering Communities for Climate Action”, showcased local initiatives that are 
addressing climate change and sustainable growth.  It also highlighted the critical issue of 
behavioural change, and how government and communities can address these challenges and 
opportunities.  

I hosted the event which was also attended by the Taoiseach, and Ministers for Finance; 
Housing, Planning and Local Government; Transport, Tourism and Sport; and Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine.

The full cost of this event was €28,278 inclusive of VAT, which included venue hire; re-
freshments for all attendees; staging, AV and recording; the design and print of information 
material outlining the NDP investment in Climate Action entitled “Investing in the Transition 
to a Low-Carbon and Climate-Resilient Society”; the creation of a short video for online dis-
semination to highlight climate investment; and photography. 

02/10/2018WRZ01700Gas Networks Ireland

02/10/2018WRZ01800508. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the location of each of the 14 publicly accessible compressed natural gas refilling 
stations that Gas Networks Ireland is delivering; and the timeline for delivery of each of these 
stations. [39592/18]

02/10/2018WRZ01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The delivery of 14 Compressed Natural Gas filling stations, as part of the Cause-
way Project, is an operational matter for Gas Networks Ireland.     

I have been provided with an update on the current status these stations by Gas Networks 
Ireland which is set out in the table below.  

Location Status
Station 1 Dublin Port The station is constructed and has been 

commissioned. Gas has been success-
fully dispensed.  A licence Application 
has been submitted to the Commission 
for Regulation of Utilities. The station 
is scheduled to be operational later this 
year.
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Location Status
Station 2 Exit 8, Cashel Planning permission has recently been 

granted and the station is scheduled to 
be operational in 2019.

Station 3 Kinsale Road, Cork Planning permission has recently been 
submitted and the station is planned to 
be operational in 2019.

Station 4, 5, 6, 7 Louth, Limerick, Portlaoise 
and Tipperary (exact loca-
tions  to be confirmed)

Construction is likely to take place in 
2019.

Station 8-14 To be confirmed. Negotiations in relation to locations are 
ongoing.

02/10/2018WRZ02000Waste Disposal Charges

02/10/2018WRZ02100509. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the disallowance of up to €75 with regard to waste collection for persons 
with a long-term certified medical condition, which was announced in 2017, will be imple-
mented. [39612/18]

02/10/2018WRZ02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department is continuing the work of developing a mechanism to provide a 
€75 support for persons with lifelong or long-term medical incontinence to help meet the aver-
age annual cost of disposing of medical incontinence products.  This process has unfortunately 
taken longer than envisaged, due to data protection issues that have arisen since the introduction 
of GDPR.  However, I can assure the Deputy that I am committed to introducing the annual 
support as soon as practically possible in conjunction with relevant agencies and stakeholders.  
In line with the commitments set out in A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Policy 
in Ireland, published in 2012, and in the interest of encouraging further waste prevention and 
greater recycling, flat-rate fees for kerbside household waste collection are being phased out 
over the period autumn 2017 to autumn 2018, as customers contracts come up for renewal. The 
necessary regulatory steps have been put in place to give effect to this measure. 

This measure is not ‘new’ for about half of kerbside household waste customers, who are 
already on an incentivised usage pricing plan, i.e., a plan which contains a per lift or a weight 
related fee. 

As announced in mid-2017, mandatory per kilogramme ‘pay by weight’ charging is not 
being introduced.  Allowing for a range of charging options, which encourage householders 
to reduce and separate their waste, provides flexibility to waste collectors to develop various 
service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances. 

The Price Monitoring Group has considered twelve months of data to date. While fluctua-
tions in prices and service offerings have been observed, the overall trend is relative price sta-
bility. 

Question No. 510 answered with Question No. 501.

02/10/2018WRZ02400North-South Interconnector

02/10/2018WRZ02500511. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 50 and 80 of 18 September 2018, if it 
is the case that EirGrid has not had sight of or been consulted regarding the two independent 
reports he commissioned in respect of the proposed North-South interconnector; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39785/18]

02/10/2018WRZ02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): Eirgrid is a commercial State company which holds the licence, from the Commission for 
the Regulation of Utilities, as transmission system operator (TSO) in Ireland, in accordance 
with EU and Irish law.  CRU issued the licence to Eirgrid under S.14(1)(e) of the Electricity 
Regulation Act 1999 on 20th June 2001.  In this role as transmission system operator, EirGrid, 
as the national authority, is responsible for the operation, development and maintenance of Ire-
land’s electricity transmission system.  Eirgrid’s role is to deliver connection, transmission, and 
market services to generators, suppliers and customers utilising the high voltage electricity sys-
tem and to put in place the grid infrastructure to support the development of Ireland’s Economy.  
Moreover, EirGrid is statutorily obliged “to explore and develop opportunities for interconnec-
tion” as well as developing, operating and maintaining a “safe, secure, reliable, economical 
and efficient electricity transmission system by virtue of Regulation 8 of SI 445 of 2000, the 
European Communities (Internal Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2000.  This SI gave effect 
to various elements of Directive No 96/92 /EC, and specifically provided for the establishment 
and designation of the transmission system operator (TSO) and set out its functions.  In deter-
mining the approach to improving the operation of the All-Island Single Electricity Market, the 
development of an overhead line, linking sub-stations in Meath and Tyrone, was determined as 
the best fit, being the economical and the best technical solution.  The project has been subject 
to substantial study and review, with planning permission granted in December 2016.

In relation to the two independent reports dealing with the North-South Interconnector 
(NSIC ) that I commissioned following engagement  with members of the Oireachtas and com-
munity interests, these were  considered by Government this morning and are being published 
on the website of my Department.  One considers the technical feasibility and cost of under-
grounding the NSIC, while the second addresses comparative international practice and ap-
proaches to compensation of property owners in proximity to high-voltage lines.  On the tech-
nical feasibility and cost of undergrounding, the report concludes that from a techno-economic 
point of view, an Alternating Current Overhead Line is the most beneficial way of meeting the 
need for enhanced power transfer capability between Ireland and Northern Ireland. On com-
parative international practice in relation to compensation, that report indicates that Ireland has 
a comparatively generous compensation regime in place.  

The International Expert Commission who conducted the technical study met with a number 
of bodies, including the CRU and EirGrid, during the course of their work.  In their capacities 
as the national regulator and the transmission system operator, the final reports relating to the 
North South Interconnector were provided to both EirGrid and the Commission for Regulation 
of Utilities.

In addition to publishing the reports on the website of my Department, I am forwarding cop-
ies of the two Reports to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment. 

02/10/2018WRZ02700National Broadband Plan Implementation

02/10/2018WRZ02800512. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when he expects progress will be made on appointing a company to roll out rural 
broadband; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39786/18]
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02/10/2018WRZ02900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will 
roll out a new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area, and is now evaluat-
ing the Final Tender submission received from the bidding consortium on 18 September 2018.  
This is a significant milestone as the NBP procurement process enters its final stage.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers 
are acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appoint-
ment of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of 
consistency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.  
The Department of Rural and Community Development maintain a list of Broadband Officers, 
a link to which is available on my Department’s website at https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/
communications/topics/Broadband/national-broadband-plan/Pages/NBP-Information-Leaflets.
aspx.  

02/10/2018WRZ03000Mining Industry

02/10/2018WRZ03100513. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will report on the response to the opening of a sinkhole at Magheracloone, 
County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39865/18]

02/10/2018WRZ03200514. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the arrangements in place for the monitoring of disused or historic mines that may 
develop a risk of causing the development of sinkholes or other forms of subsidence; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39866/18]

02/10/2018WRZ03300515. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position with regard to the identification and monitoring of potential sink-
holes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39867/18]

02/10/2018WRZ03400516. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the location of closed or abandoned mines; the nature or designation of each mine, 
for example, open or shaft; the date on which an inspection or site visit was last carried out 
or reported to his Department in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39868/18]

02/10/2018WRZ03500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): I propose to take questions Nos. 513 to 516, inclusive, together.

A land subsidence incident in the grounds of the Magheracloone GAA club was reported on 
Monday morning, 24 September affecting lands above the disused underground gypsum mine 
at Drumgoosat, Co. Monaghan.  An investigation team engaged by the company, incorporating 
mining engineers from the UK, arrived at the site to assess the situation and determine the scale 
and cause of the subsidence and the risk of further events occurring in the area.  My Depart-
ment’s senior geologists and I visited the site on Tuesday 25th September.  Since then, officials 
of the Department have been liaising with the company and the other regulatory authorities on 
an ongoing basis and have continued to monitor the situation closely.
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The initial Gyproc investigation has identified that recent mining operations involving the 
transport and storage of water in an old part of the mine, previously unused for water storage, 
resulted in the collapse.  The initial report further indicates that these circumstances do not ap-
pear to be present elsewhere in the vicinity, though the company is taking all precautions and 
conducting further investigations to ensure this is the case. 

Gyproc has verified that the area of subsidence, known technically as the disturbance zone, 
at Magheracloone GAA Club is approximately 120 metres in radius.  Gyproc is confident that 
if there is any further subsidence, it will be confined to this zone.  Outside of the actual distur-
bance zone, an area including five houses and two stretches of public road has been identified 
for investigation.  This is being done on a precautionary basis, as is the closure to traffic of 
certain sections of road, including part of the main Carrickmacross to Kingscourt (R179) road.

Ireland has a mining heritage that extends back to the Bronze Age.  Mining has occurred at 
hundreds of sites, the majority of which are not the legal responsibility of the State (the relevant 
private mineral owner or landowner is responsible in most cases).  The Department maintains 
an inventory of sites at which historical mining is known to have occurred in compliance with 
Article 20 of the Extractive Industries Waste Directive (2006/21/EC). 

Although the majority of abandoned mines in Ireland are not the legal responsibility of the 
State, over 80 individual sites have been assessed in relation to the potential risk posed to hu-
man and animal health and the environment between 2006 and 2009, as part of a joint investi-
gation undertaken by the Geological Survey Ireland, Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Exploration and Mining Division of the Department. The main findings of this investigation are 
available from http://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/land/mines. 

The high-risk mining sites identified have been inspected on numerous occasions in recent 
years. In collaboration with the Office of Public Works, mine safety works have been complet-
ed at a number of these sites, including Silvermines, Avoca, Allihies, Bunmahon, and various 
small 19th century workings. 

All current underground mining operations (Navan, Drummond), and recently-closed mines 
(Galmoy and Lisheen), are required to undertake ground subsidence monitoring and to report 
the results to the Department. All current mines are, in addition, inspected twice yearly by an 
independent Mining Expert and the Department.

Between 1998 and 1999, the Department also contracted external consultants to indepen-
dently review the subsidence risk of the underground gypsum mines, near Kingscourt. The 
report recommended detailed underground inspections and a programme of periodic measure-
ment of surface levelling points and surface inspections in those areas of the mine lying below 
public roads and buildings. This follow-up work was undertaken by the independent consul-
tants between 2001 and 2005. Arising from this work, a programme of subsidence monitoring 
was implemented at these mines by Gyproc. 

02/10/2018WRZ03900North-South Interconnector

02/10/2018WRZ04000517. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the three reports that have been commissioned on the North-South intercon-
nector will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39957/18]

02/10/2018WRZ04100518. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to present the three reports that are being prepared on the North-South 
interconnector project in a manner that is appropriate and accessible for persons deemed func-
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tionally illiterate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39958/18]

02/10/2018WRZ04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 517 and 518 together.

In July this year I sought reports from the Energy Regulator, and electricity  and gas trans-
mission system operators (Commission for the Regulation of Utilities, Eirgrid, Gas Networks 
Ireland) on the implications for the electricity market in Ireland in the event of a hard Brexit, 
including for the Single Electricity Market (SEM), for the delivery of programmes such as DS3, 
the North South Electricity Interconnector and continued secure cross-border electricity  trad-
ing.

I have received the reports and all identify significant market challenges absent an agree-
ment  between the European Union (EU)  and the United Kingdom (UK) on energy trading post 
Brexit. After Brexit, trade in energy between EU Member States and the UK, including that 
on SEM, will involve trade with a Third Country with implications for the smooth operation 
of markets.  These issues, principally around regulatory alignment, level playing field, market 
oversight, etc., are not new and have featured in Ireland’s input to the EU’s negotiations with 
the UK.  Given the level of detailed analysis that the reports have gone into in terms of the spe-
cifics of individual  instruments and their relevance to Ireland’s continuing input to EU negotia-
tion with the UK, it would not be appropriate to publish these  reports at this time, but the key 
points will  be raised with the EU’s negotiators.

I would also point out to the Deputy that trade between the EU and Third Countries in elec-
tricity is long standing, providing greater security of supply, reduction in network constraints, 
increased competition  and enhanced capacity to accommodate renewable energy.

In relation to the two independent reports dealing with the North-South Interconnector 
(NSIC) that I commissioned following engagement with members of the Oireachtas and com-
munity interests, these were considered by Government this morning and are available on my 
Department’s website.  One considers the technical feasibility and cost of undergrounding the 
NSIC, while the second addresses comparative international practice and approaches to com-
pensation of property owners in proximity to high-voltage lines. 

On the technical feasibility and cost of undergrounding, the report concludes that from a 
techno-economic point of view, an Alternating Current Overhead Line is the most beneficial 
way of meeting the need for enhanced power transfer capability between Ireland and Northern 
Ireland. 

On comparative international practice in relation to compensation, that report indicates that 
Ireland has a comparatively generous compensation regime in place. 

In addition to publishing the reports on the website of my Department, I am forwarding cop-
ies of the two Reports to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment. 

02/10/2018WRZ04400Mining Industry

02/10/2018WRZ04500519. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the supports offered to a case (details supplied); the status of the matter; the agen-
cies involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40035/18]

02/10/2018WRZ04600Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
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ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): A land subsidence incident in the grounds of the Magheracloone 
GAA club was reported on Monday morning, 24 September affecting lands above the disused 
underground gypsum mine at Drumgoosat, Co. Monaghan.  An investigation team engaged 
by the company, incorporating mining engineers from the UK, arrived at the site to assess the 
situation and determine the scale and cause of the subsidence and the risk of further events oc-
curring in the area.  My Department’s senior geologists and I visited the site on Tuesday 25th 
September.  Since then, my officials have been liaising with the company and the other regula-
tory authorities, Monaghan County Council and the Environmental Protection Agency, on an 
ongoing basis and have continued to monitor the situation closely.

02/10/2018WRZ04700Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRZ04800520. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the cost of his Department’s stand at the National Ploughing Champion-
ships 2018; the number of staff deployed from his Department for the week; and the cost of 
same. [40348/18]

02/10/2018WRZ04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment - along 
with a number of other government departments - has a strong annual presence at the National 
Ploughing Championships.

2018 was the second year the Department had its own marquee at the event, and the exhibi-
tion space housed stands from a number of the Department’s divisions and agencies and initia-
tives being undertaken by the Department, including Inland Fisheries Ireland, the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland, the Environmental Protection Agency, ComReg, Eircodes, the 
National Broadband Plan, Geological Survey Ireland, Regional Waste Management Offices, 
Green Schools and Climate Ambassadors.  The Regional Telecommunications Unit of Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development also had space in the marquee. 

The Department’s presence at the Ploughing enables citizens to meet representatives from 
our various agencies and divisions and discuss key initiatives that impact on their lives and 
livelihoods, such as rural connectivity, soil and geological profiling of land, sustainability ini-
tiatives, energy efficiency grants, and initiatives to enhance digital literacy in communities.

The total cost of the Department’s marquee at the 2018 Ploughing Championships was 
€114,868 exclusive of VAT.  This figure factored in design, build, maintenance and break-down/
removal of the marquee itself as well as all built items within it, all stands, audiovisual equip-
ment, backdrop design and printing, kitchen and toilet facilities, electrical set-up, AV and mar-
quee staffing (including project management and construction) and maintenance in the lead-up 
to and throughout the event.  Department agencies will contribute to this overall cost, and while 
this amount has not been fully finalised, the final overall cost to the Department is likely to be 
approximately €95,000.  

There was, on average, 35 Department staff per day at the event to manage reception, logis-
tics, support and management of all the Departmental stands at the event.  

Figures are not yet available for the full cost of staffing for Ploughing Championships.  
Staff, where their presence was required, were paid as they would their normal working day and 
any overtime where necessary was paid in line with the agreed overtime rates.
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02/10/2018WRAA00200Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRAA00300521. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the com-
munications, press and public relations budget allocated to his Department for 2018; the way 
in which it is being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39380/18]

02/10/2018WRAA00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department does 
not allocate a specific budget for communications, press and public relations.  We have a dedi-
cated Press Office who have spent €12,927 to date in 2018.  

Other Divisions within my Department may spend some of their admin budget allocations 
on these categories and the details of such expenditure can be accessed on my Department’s 
website.  We publish the details of all expenditure on external services every six months.

The first six months of 2018 covering the period from January to June has been recently 
published and can be accessed at the following link:

www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/expenditure-external-services. 

02/10/2018WRAA00500Road Network

02/10/2018WRAA00600522. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
sanctions in place for the contractors of the M7 road upgrade if the upgrade is not completed by 
the initial date; and the date given by the contractors. [39485/18]

02/10/2018WRAA00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
operation of individual roads is a matter for the relevant road authority in relation to local and 
regional roads, or for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local au-
thorities concerned, in relation to national roads. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for a direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

02/10/2018WRAA00800Sports Capital Programme

02/10/2018WRAA00900523. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if the same scoring mechanism as used in 2017 will be used when allocating funding under the 
sports capital programme 2018; if the 2018 programme will also allocate funding to all eligible 
applications in line with the process in the previous round of funding; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39498/18]

02/10/2018WRAA01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): While the scoring system for the 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme 
(SCP) will not be identical to that which applied under the 2017 round, the key factors consid-
ered in terms of assessing applications have not changed. The guide to making an application 
as published on my Department’s website contains a specific section on how the Department 
assesses applications. In this regard the key considerations used to determine the score awarded 
to each application are as follows:- 
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- The likelihood of increasing participation and/or improving performance.

- Whether the proposed facilities will be shared with other users.

- The level of socio-economic disadvantage in the area.

- The technical merits of the proposed project.

- The level of funding being provided towards the project by the applicant.

- The level of SCP funding received in the last ten years by the applicant.

The closing date for applications under the 2018 round of the SCP is Friday 19th October. 
All applicants are advised that the assessment process is competitive and that simply meeting 
the minimum criteria under the headings above does not guarantee funding. While it is highly 
likely that the level of demand for grants will exceed the funding available, prior to knowing 
the number of applications received and commencing the assessment process, it is not possible 
to state the percentage of applicants likely to receive a grant. 

02/10/2018WRAA01100Bus Services

02/10/2018WRAA01200524. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a company 
(details supplied) has been able to recruit its full complement of drivers to date; if the Dublin 
routes it has been awarded are being run to schedule; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39512/18]

02/10/2018WRAA01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

02/10/2018WRAA01400Road Toll Data

02/10/2018WRAA01500525. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the annual 
number of electronic tag users in 2014 to 2017; the number of electronic tag uses on all tolls in 
the same period; the domestic and EU legislation pertaining to the regulation of electronic tags 
on toll roads with respect to the charging of fees; and the regulation of fees between cash pay-
ments and electronic tags for road tolls availed of by users. [39526/18]

02/10/2018WRAA01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy in relation to roads.  The 
planning, design and implementation of individual road projects on national roads are a mat-
ter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with 
the relevant local authority. For regional and local roads it is a matter for each respective local 
authority.

For the purposes of the regulation of electronic tags on toll roads with respect to the charg-
ing of fees; and the regulation of fees between cash payments and electronic tags for road tolls 
availed of by users, there is a range of domestic and EU legislation that applies.  In particular: -

- The Roads Act 1993, Part V as amended sets out powers to charge tolls (including the ap-
paratus as considered necessary) as well as powers for the issue, inspection and collection of 
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tickets, tokens, vouchers, permits, receipts and other forms of authorisation or payment for the 
use of a toll road.  Such powers can be subject to Regulation, Guidelines or Direction by me.

- In relation to EU legislation provisions exist for a number of  specific purposes and are set 
out in the EETS Directive on the interoperability of electronic road toll systems in the Commu-
nity  (2004/52/EC, transposed by regulation 2005 SI 757/2005); EETS Decision on the defini-
tion of the European Electronic Toll Service and its technical elements (2009/750/EC) and the 
Eurovignette Directive 1999/62/EC (as amended) on the charging of heavy goods vehicles for 
the use of certain infrastructure.

More specifically, the statutory powers to levy tolls on national roads as well as regional and 
local roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors are 
vested in TII (for national roads) and each local authority (for regional and local roads) under 
Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the 
Roads Act 2007). 

Noting the above, I am referring the operational aspects of the question to TII for direct reply 
within 10 working days.  Please inform my private office if you do not receive the information.

02/10/2018WRAA01700State Airports

02/10/2018WRAA01800526. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of an action (details supplied) under the Action Plan for Rural Development; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39535/18]

02/10/2018WRAA01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, this Action relates to arresting and reversing the decline in passenger numbers and in-
creasing connectivity by air into and out of Cork Airport.  I can confirm that after many years of 
declining passenger numbers, Cork Airport returned to growth in 2016, when passenger num-
bers grew by 8% to more than 2.23m.  Since then passengers numbers have continued to grow 
with an increase of 3.5% during  2017, to 2.31m and an increase of 4% for the first half of this 
year over the same period in 2017.   

New destinations from Cork Airport since 2017 include Reykjavik, Newquay, Verona, Zu-
rich, Boston/Providence, Paris CDG and Lisbon.  It is also understood that Ryanair has an-
nounced five routes commencing in 2019 from Cork to London Luton, Poznan in Poland, Bu-
dapest, Malta and Naples.  

While it was disappointing that the Norwegian service to Boston/Providence, which com-
menced in July 2017, did not operate during winter 2018, it is good to see that the service is to 
return to Cork for summer 2019. 

This turnaround in passenger numbers at Cork Airport is as a result of a number of initia-
tives which were put in place in recent years to encourage stakeholders in the region to work 
together and with airport management on improving the product on offer and thereby support-
ing services at the Airport.  Indeed, in recent days the Airport’s success has been recognised 
at the World Routes Conference in China where Cork won the prestigious World Routes 2018 
Marketing Award, a global accolade recognising excellence in aviation marketing for airports in 
its category.  It is good to see such a positive payback arising from the efforts of all concerned. 

However, in order for that trend to continue, it is vital that stakeholder support is main-
tained, as airline services will only continue if used by the travelling public.
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02/10/2018WRAA02000Telecommunications Infrastructure

02/10/2018WRAA02100527. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of an action (details supplied) under the Action Plan for Rural Development; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39536/18]

02/10/2018WRAA02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and operation of individual national roads 
including motorways is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

However, I understand from TII that, with the exception of a short section of the Kildare 
Town By-pass together with the on-going works on the M7 Naas to Newbridge Upgrade 
Scheme, works have been completed on the installation of ducting on the M7 and M8.  

Ducting on a section of the Kildare Town By-Pass scheme remains to be completed due to 
complications arising from the presence of a tanking membrane beneath the motorway, which 
will necessitate ducting being installed along the fence line.

Ducting is also being installed as part of the M7 Naas to Newbridge Upgrade Scheme which 
it is envisaged will be completed in 2019.

When completed, the works in question will facilitate telecoms operators in deploying in-
frastructure to expand their networks including between Dublin and Cork.

02/10/2018WRAA02300Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRAA02400528. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
of each seminar held on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 by his De-
partment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39591/18]

02/10/2018WRAA02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, earlier this year Government launched Project Ireland 2040 which sets out Govern-
ment’s ambition for the long-term development of Ireland. 

As part of Project Ireland 2040, Government published a ten year National Development 
Plan which provides a strategic framework for public capital investment of almost €116 billion 
over the next ten years.  Of that €116 billion approximately €25 billion will be spent across the 
transport, tourism and sport sectors.  

In June of this year Dublin Port Company hosted an event at which I announced details of 
the planned expenditure across the various sectors. As is standard practice for my Department, 
details of any expenditure incurred are published as a matter of routine on my Department’s 
website                                                                            

www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/expenditure-external-services.

02/10/2018WRAA02600Bus Services

02/10/2018WRAA02700529. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it is 
planned to cancel existing direct bus services into Dublin city in view of the decision to have a 
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comprehensive review of bus services in various parts of Dún Laoghaire; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39595/18]

02/10/2018WRAA02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the implementation 
and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), includ-
ing the BusConnects project.

The BusConnects project plans to increase bus services across Dublin by 27% and also in-
crease by 30% the number of people living within 400 metres of a bus service operating every 
15 minutes or less. These substantial increases in service mean better opportunities for Dublin-
ers to get to jobs, travel to school or college or spend time with friends and family.  

As the Deputy is aware, the NTA - supported by Dublin Bus - has just carried out a full pub-
lic consultation on the BusConnects proposals relating to the network design, and this involved 
providing local brochures, local information sessions organised at various locations around the 
city, digital imaging of the network, on-line surveys and consultation with user groups. 

Included among those local information sessions was one in the Dún Laoghaire area.  All 
area-specific issues raised and submissions received during the network design public consulta-
tion process will be examined by the NTA now that the consultation period is over. The NTA 
expect to publish a revised network design proposal early next year and any reconfigurations to 
the proposal will be subject to further consultation. 

02/10/2018WRAA02900Bus Services

02/10/2018WRAA03000530. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the costs 
associated with the BusConnects project (details supplied) in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39613/18]

02/10/2018WRAA03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the implementation 
and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), includ-
ing the BusConnects project.

As the Deputy is aware, the NTA - supported by Dublin Bus - has just carried out a full pub-
lic consultation on the BusConnects proposals relating to the network design, and this involved 
providing local brochures, local face-to-face events organised at various locations around the 
city, digital imaging of the network, on-line surveys and consultation with user groups. That 
public consultation process closed on 28th September. 

Given their responsibility with regards to this matter, I have forwarded your request to the 
NTA for their consideration and direct reply.  Please notify my office if you have not received a 
response within 10 working days.

02/10/2018WRAA03200Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRAA03300531. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount spent by his Department on third party public relations advice, communications advice, 
online advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and company 
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engaged in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39647/18]

02/10/2018WRAA03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The information re-
quested by the Deputy can be found on my Department’s website at the following link: http://
www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/expenditure-external-services.

The first six months of expenditure (January to June 2018) on external services was pub-
lished recently and it is anticipated that the second six months (July - December 2018) will be 
published in the first quarter of 2019. 

02/10/2018WRAA03500Ministerial Meetings

02/10/2018WRAA03600532. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
a meeting has been organised with a group (details supplied); the date of the meeting; the loca-
tion of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39658/18]

02/10/2018WRAA03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am aware of this 
request and I wish to inform the Deputy that all meeting requests received are considered in line 
with normal procedure.

02/10/2018WRAA03800Regional Airports

02/10/2018WRAA03900533. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when a de-
cision will be taken on the application submitted on behalf of Waterford Airport, Waterford City 
and County Council and other interested investors to extend the runway at Waterford Airport; 
if the necessary extra capital will be provided to facilitate this extension; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39673/18]

02/10/2018WRAA04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will be 
aware, scheduled air services at Waterford Airport ceased in June 2016.  

In December 2017, having failed to secure scheduled services, Waterford Airport sought 
funding from the Department in order to guarantee a continuation of services for the Coast 
Guard in 2018.  The Department agreed to pay €375,000 in January this year to safeguard these 
services for the first six months of 2018 but also to allow time for appropriate consideration of 
the future options at Waterford Airport.

In light of the situation, my Department procured the services of independent consultants, 
Ernst & Young (EY) to conduct this review.  The runway extension proposal, to which the 
Deputy refers, was received during the review process and was duly incorporated into the con-
sideration of options by EY. The proposal from Waterford Airport is dependent on securing the 
necessary finance from private investors, local authorities as well as significant capital funding 
support from the Exchequer.  

I brought the EY Review to this morning’s Cabinet meeting for the information of Govern-
ment at this stage.  I have also sought some additional information and assurances from the 
airport in respect of potential investors and jet carriers.  When I have fully considered the EY 
Review, along with any additional information provided by Waterford Airport, I have under-
taken to revert to Government with a Memorandum for decision on the matter.  

02/10/2018WRAA04100Road Projects Status
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02/10/2018WRAA04200534. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the provision of funding of a bypass for Clane, County Kildare; the discussions he has held 
with the local authority involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39715/18]

02/10/2018WRAA04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads (RLR) in Kildare is the statutory responsibility 
of Kildare County Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 
1993. Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by 
State road grants. The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter 
for the local authority. In this context no funding application has been received by the Depart-
ment in relation to the Clane bypass.

The economic reality of recent years has meant significant reductions in roads budgets 
across the board and this has resulted in some grant programmes being curtailed, including the 
Specific and Strategic Grant Programmes, in order to protect funding for road maintenance and 
repair and this remains the position.

Kildare County Council has been allocated over €29.5m in 2018. It is important to reiterate 
that the role of Exchequer grants for regional and local roads is to supplement local authorities 
in their spending in this area and it is open to Kildare County Council to fund work on this road 
from its own resources.

02/10/2018WRAA04400Bus Services

02/10/2018WRAA04500535. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the NTA will instruct its tendered bus shelter advertising company to provide shelters to Bus 
Éireann bus stops; if repair and completion works will be conducted to a bus shelter that was 
never completed at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39749/18]

02/10/2018WRAA04600536. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
funding will be allocated by the NTA for a dedicated bus shelter in Grange, County Sligo; the 
reason no shelter was developed at IT Sligo despite funding being announced for this project in 
2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39750/18]

02/10/2018WRAA04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 535 and 536 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsi-
bility for ensuring the development and delivery of public transport infrastructure, including the 
provision of bus shelters. 

In light of the NTA’s responsibility in this area, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
Authority for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
10 working days.  

02/10/2018WRAA04900Road Network

02/10/2018WRAA05000537. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if capac-
ity issues on the M4 have been investigated; if so, the results of such investigations; if widen-
ing works for this section of the motorway are planned; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [39853/18]

02/10/2018WRAA05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
operation of individual roads is a matter for the relevant road authority in relation to local and 
regional roads, or for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local au-
thorities concerned, in relation to national roads. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

02/10/2018WRAA05200Rail Services Provision

02/10/2018WRAA05300538. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the delivery of new or refurbished carriages on the rail lines serving Maynooth and Sallins; 
when new carriages are expected; the steps he is taking to ensure the safety of passengers using 
these services in the interim; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39854/18]

02/10/2018WRAA05400539. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the delivery of the proposed electrification of the rail lines serving Maynooth and Sallins; his 
plans for improvements in services for commuters on the existing rail lines; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39855/18]

02/10/2018WRAA05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 538 and 539 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsi-
bility for the implementation and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA), including the DART Expansion and capacity enhancement projects re-
ferred to by the Deputy.

The Deputy is aware that the National Development Plan provides for the electrification of 
the Kildare Line (to Celbridge/Hazelhatch) and the Maynooth Line as part of the DART Expan-
sion Programme. In addition the NDP also provides for the refurbishment of existing stock and 
the purchase of new stock in the context of increased capacity and services. 

In light of the role of the NTA in these matters, I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions 
to the NTA for further response.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days.

02/10/2018WRBB00300Driver Test Waiting Lists

02/10/2018WRBB00400540. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of a driver test for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39894/18]

02/10/2018WRBB00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.
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02/10/2018WRBB00600Public Transport

02/10/2018WRBB00700541. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the timeframe for the introduction of legislation to combat rickshaws in view of the fact that it 
has been established that legislation is needed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39917/18]

02/10/2018WRBB00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department has 
considered a range of options for regulating rickshaws from the perspectives of proportionality, 
public safety and enforcement as well as regarding the question of costs and benefits. I now 
believe that the appropriate response to the concerns raised is to regulate rickshaws with the 
introduction of a licensing regime. Licensing provisions will, first and foremost, be designed 
as a framework to help ensure improved public safety and an enhanced rickshaw passenger 
experience.  I expect a Draft General Scheme of a Bill to be presented to Government within a 
matter of weeks.

02/10/2018WRBB00900Rail Services Provision

02/10/2018WRBB01000542. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that some DARTs arriving at stations during rush hours 
have just four carriages when prior to the timetable changes all DARTs at rush hour had eight 
carriages (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39933/18]

02/10/2018WRBB01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Iarnród Éireann and I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private of-
fice if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

02/10/2018WRBB01200Public Transport Data

02/10/2018WRBB01300543. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
data available to him in regard to regular overcrowding of commuter buses, trams and trains; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39981/18]

02/10/2018WRBB01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with the relevant transport 
providers and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days. 

02/10/2018WRBB01500Road Traffic Offences

02/10/2018WRBB01600544. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to legislate in order to include the non-production of a driver licence as a penalty point 
offence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39987/18]

02/10/2018WRBB01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Under section 40 of 
the Road Traffic Act 1961, a member of An Garda Síochána may demand the production of a 
driving licence by a person who is driving a mechanically propelled vehicle in a public place or 
by a person who is the accompanying driver to a learner driver.  Failure or refusal to produce a 
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licence on demand is an offence.

The penalty for an offence under section 40 is the general penalty under the Road Traffic 
Acts.  This is a fine of up to €1,000 for a first offence, a fine of up to €2,000 for a second or 
subsequent offence, and a fine of up to €2,000 and/or up to 3 months in prison for a third or 
subsequent offence within a 12-month period.

My officials are currently reviewing the legislation in light of the provisions of sections 4 
and 5 of the Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 2018.

02/10/2018WRBB01800Sport Ireland Funding

02/10/2018WRBB01900545. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
estimated cost in 2019 if the budget for Sport Ireland increased by 10%. [40091/18]

02/10/2018WRBB02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In 2018, Sport Ireland 
was allocated €51.626m in current funding and €6.7m in capital funding from my Department.  
Current funding provides for Sport Ireland’s expenditure on sports programmes as well as ad-
ministration costs, including staff costs, and other general expenses incurred by Sport Ireland 
in discharging its statutory role.  The capital allocation provides for the development of the 
National Sports Campus.  

Accordingly, the cost of a 10% increase in the current budget would be €5.16m and in the 
capital budget would be €0.67m. 

In addition to the above, an amount of €5m was allocated to Sport Ireland this year from the 
Dormant Accounts Fund. €4m of this relates to current expenditure and €1m relates to capital 
expenditure. 

02/10/2018WRBB02100Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRBB02200546. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the cost of his Department’s stand at the National Ploughing Championships 2018; the number 
of staff deployed from his Department for the week; and the cost of same. [40359/18]

02/10/2018WRBB02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department did 
not maintain a stand at the Ploughing Championships. However, the Coast Guard, a division of 
my Department, did have a stand as part of its Safety on the Water campaign. The cost of the 
stand was €4,829.60. The staffing costs consisted of out of pocket expenses for one permanent 
member of staff and for a small number of Coast Guard volunteers. 

02/10/2018WRBB02400Child and Family Agency Staff

02/10/2018WRBB02500547. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of social workers trained to interview child victims of sexual abuse according to the Garda In-
spectorate [39767/18]

02/10/2018WRBB02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have written 
to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency in relation to the matter. A further response will issue 
when I have had a reply.
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02/10/2018WRBB02700Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRBB02800548. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the commu-
nications, press and public relations budget allocated to her Department for 2018; the way in 
which it is being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39366/18]

02/10/2018WRBB02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Details of the 
costs incurred on communications, press and public relations by my Department since the be-
ginning of 2018 are set out in the tables below. 

The Deputy might note that, while there is no dedicated budget made available for such 
purposes, the overall objective is to keep costs of this nature to a minimum and ensure that 
these services are only used when deemed necessary in the course of Departmental operational 
activity.

Communications 

Company Purpose of spend Cost 
Inform Display Network Poster and Leaflet distribu-

tion to GP and Hospitals 
Nationwide on ‘affordable 
childcare’ 

€10,332.00 

Press

Company Purpose of spend Cost 
GCN (Gay Community 
News)

Advertisement of LGBTI+ 
National Youth Strategy 
Launch in their Pride maga-
zine edition 

€1,045.50 

EU Media Full Page Ad in Pregnancy 
Diary on ‘affordable child-
care’ 

€3,382.50 

EU Media Full Page Ad in Ultimate 
Maternity Guide on ‘afford-
able childcare’ 

€8,548.50 

Mediavest   A media campaign seeking 
expressions of interest to 
participate in a Collaborative 
Forum of former residents 
of Mother and Baby Homes 
and those with comparable 
experience in a County 
Home 

€122,885.49  

Iris Oifigúil Public notice of the 1 year 
extension given by the Gov-
ernment to the Commission 
of Investigation into Mother 
and Baby Homes 

€75 
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Public Relations

Company Purpose of spend Cost 
Facebook Ltd. Promotion of the LGBTI+ 

National Youth Strategy 
Launch event 

€15.99

Facebook Ltd. Promotion of LGBTI+ Na-
tional Youth Strategy Post 

€12.30 

02/10/2018WRBB03000Child and Family Agency Staff

02/10/2018WRBB03100549. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the proportion 
of Tusla social workers that have received specialist training in identifying signs of child sexual 
abuse. [39471/18]

02/10/2018WRBB03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have written to 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, to request this information. A further response will issue 
to the Deputy when I receive the reply.

02/10/2018WRBB03300Child and Family Agency Staff

02/10/2018WRBB03400550. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the proportion 
of Tusla social workers that have received specialist training in conducting forensic interviews 
in cases of child sexual abuse. [39472/18]

02/10/2018WRBB03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have written to 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, to request this information. A further response will issue 
to the Deputy when I receive the reply.

02/10/2018WRBB03600Child and Family Agency Staff

02/10/2018WRBB03700551. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a single ac-
countable person within Tusla has been appointed to have overall responsibility for the imple-
mentation of the recommendations contained in the HIQA report of the investigation into the 
management of allegations of child sexual abuse against adults of concern, as recommended in 
the report by HIQA; if so, the details of the person; and when they were appointed. [39474/18]

02/10/2018WRBB03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In keeping with 
recommendation one in the HIQA report referred to by the Deputy, the Chief Executive Officer 
of Tusla, the Child and Family Agency,  is the  sponsor of the Tusla Action Plan, with the Senior 
Management Team acting as the Steering Group for its implementation. The CEO reports to the 
Board of Tusla. The Board approved the Strategic Action Plan on the 21st September. 

Mr Fred McBride was the CEO when the Action Plan was drawn up, and as the Deputy will 
be aware, the CEO  post will  become vacant at the end of September. The interim CEO will 
assume responsibility for the implementation of the Tusla Action Plan, on appointment. 

02/10/2018WRBB03900Child and Family Agency
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02/10/2018WRBB04000552. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla has 
drawn up a plan for the implementation of the recommendations contained in the HIQA report 
of the investigation into the management of allegations of child sexual abuse against adults of 
concern; if so, if the plan includes clear timelines as recommended by HIQA; and if she will 
provide a copy of same. [39475/18]

02/10/2018WRBB04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency,  has developed a Strategic Action Plan arising from the findings of the 
HIQA Investigation into the management of allegations of child sexual abuse against adults 
of concern by the Child and Family Agency. Each actions has a designated owner, and a time-
frame.

The Strategic Action Plan was  approved by the Board of Tusla on the 21st September and 
will be published on Tusla’s website in the near future, in line with the recommendation in the 
report.   

02/10/2018WRBB04200Child and Family Agency Funding

02/10/2018WRBB04300553. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if fund-
ing will be provided to a group (details supplied) in County Kildare. [39483/18]

02/10/2018WRBB04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla has statu-
tory responsibility for the provision of services to victims of domestic, sexual and gender-based 
violence. Tusla provides funding to some 60 services nationally which respond to the needs of 
victims of domestic, sexual and gender-based violence. 

Services provided include emergency refuge and support services for individuals and fami-
lies fleeing domestic violence, community-based domestic violence support services, and rape 
crisis centres around the country. 

In 2017 Tusla provided funding of €264,000 to the service to which the Deputy refers. The 
organisation has been allocated an additional €10,000 in resources in 2018. 

The programme to which the Deputy refers is targeted at perpetrators of domestic violence. 
Tusla is not directly involved in the funding of this programme. 

The additional €10,000 which is being provided to the organisation to which the Deputy 
refers, will allow the organisation to prepare for delivery of a programme for children who have 
been exposed to domestic violence.  

I strongly support the work of Tusla, and I am committed to supporting the Agency in meet-
ing the needs of individuals who experience domestic, sexual and gender-based violence.

02/10/2018WRBB04500Early Childhood Care and Education Programmes

02/10/2018WRBB04600554. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
early childhood care and education, ECCE, scheme can be extended to having two dates of 
entry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39484/18]

02/10/2018WRBB04700572. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the entry 
points of the ECCE programme will be reviewed in order to reinstate a January entry point that 
many families had planned for; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39949/18]
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02/10/2018WRBB04800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 554 and 572 together.

From September 2018, all children meeting the minimum age requirement of 2 years and 8 
months will be eligible for a full two programme years on the Early Childhood Care and Educa-
tion programme (ECCE). The upper age ECCE requirement is that the child must not reach 5 
years and 6 months before the end of the programme year. 

This new measure will address the previous situation with regard to multiple entry points 
whereby there was a broad fluctuation in the number of free preschool weeks a child could avail 
of –between 61 and 88 weeks depending on the date of birth of the child – and will ensure a 
programme that is equitable for all children. The situation where there was more than one entry 
point created a perception of inequality to some parents when they considered the variance in 
the number of weeks of ECCE provision, dependant on their entry point. 

The number of entry points reverted to one at the beginning of September 2018. One enrol-
ment period at the start of the pre-school year will help to streamline the administration process 
and will make it easier for childcare providers to operate and budget for the programme year. 
It also makes it easier for parents to secure places on the ECCE programme for their children. 
There are currently no plans to change this single entry point.

Some children will not be able to commence their ECCE in September of the programme 
year as they will not have reached the age of 2 years and 8 months on or before 31st August. 
However, they will be able to commence ECCE in the following September and continue for a 
further year from September of the next programme year. Parents of children born around this 
time of the year may prefer for their children to start school at 4 rather than 5. These parents 
may therefore choose to avail of 1 year of ECCE only. However, it is important to note that this 
is a parental choice and that the overall policy change has ensured that two programme years 
are available to all children.  

02/10/2018WRBB04900Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRBB05000555. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost of 
each seminar held on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 by her Depart-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39577/18]

02/10/2018WRBB05100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has not incurred any expenditure in relation to seminars on Project Ireland 2040 to date.

02/10/2018WRBB05200Youth Services Data

02/10/2018WRBB05300556. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of youth centres open in County Kildare; the details of each centre; and the amount of 
funding provided to each. [39625/18]

02/10/2018WRBB05400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes which provide funding to youth or-
ganisations and projects in County Kildare.   

In 2018, an amount of €539,283 was allocated for projects and services under Kildare 
Youth Services, which operates under Youth Work Ireland. My Department provides funding 
to Kildare Youth Services under the Special Projects for Youth Scheme in respect of six local 



2 October 2018

247

youth projects in Athy, Naas, Leixlip, Newbridge, the Curragh and Kildare town and a Youth 
Information Centre in Naas.   

The Hive Youth Hub is located in the centre of Kildare town and is a dedicated youth space 
for young people and funding was provided by my Department in 2013 for the development of 
a youth café. 

In 2017, over a hundred clubs in Kildare and Wicklow received funding under the Local 
Youth Club Grant Scheme which supports youth work activities at a local level.  Funding of 
€126,545 has been provided to Kildare Wicklow Education and Training Board for this initia-
tive in 2018. 

In addition, I was pleased to approve the establishment of a capital grant scheme in 2018 for 
targeted staff led youth projects and services across the country. Kildare Youth Service received 
funding of €11,272. under this initiative.

Funding of €12,500 has recently been provided to Kildare Wicklow Education and Train-
ing Board to identify youth services currently available to the young LGBTI+ young people 
in Kildare and Wicklow and will also to provide grant assistance to youth services in County 
Kildare to increase contact hours with LGBTI+ young people.

02/10/2018WRCC00200Youth Services Data

02/10/2018WRCC00300557. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of youth centres open in County Laois; the status of each centre; and the amount of 
funding provided to each. [39626/18]

02/10/2018WRCC00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes which provide funding to youth or-
ganisations and projects in County Laois.

In 2018, an amount of €89,203 was allocated for the projects and services under Laois Youth 
Service, which operates under Youth Work Ireland.  My Department provides funding to Youth 
Work Ireland Laois (YWI Laois) which has an administrative centre and youth café in Portlao-
ise town centre under the Special Projects for Youth Scheme.

YWI Laois also supports youth clubs and groups across the county in Ballinakill, Emo, 
Vicarstown, Barrowhouse, Rathdown and Portarlington.  Funding of €55,165 was provided to 
Laois Offaly Education and Training Board in 2018 under the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme 
to support youth activities at a local level.

The Graiguecullen Youth Project is administered by Carlow Regional Youth Service but is 
available to young people on the Laois border, particularly from Arles and Killeshin.  This proj-
ect received funding of €82,743 under the special projects for youth scheme in 2018.

In addition, I was pleased to approve the establishment a capital grant scheme in 2018 for 
targeted staff led youth projects and services across the country.  YWI Laois received funding 
of €17,578 under this initiative.

Funding of €10,000 has recently been provided to Laois Offaly Education and Training 
Board to identify youth services currently available to the young LGBTI+ young people in 
Laois and Offaly and will also to provide grant assistance to youth services in County Laois to 
increase contact hours with LGBTI+ young people.
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02/10/2018WRCC00500Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRCC00600558. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount spent by her Department on third party public relations advice, communications advice, 
online advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and company 
engaged in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39633/18]

02/10/2018WRCC00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Details of the 
costs incurred by my Department in relation to online advertising and public awareness cam-
paigns since January 2018 are set out in the tables below. 

The overall objective is to keep costs of this nature to a minimum and these services are only 
used when deemed necessary in the course of Departmental activity.  The Deputy might note 
that my Department has not incurred any costs in regard to third party public relations advice 
and communications advice. 

Online Advertising

Month Company Cost 
January Irish Association of Social 

Workers 
€200.00 

June Gay Community News €1,045.50 
June-July Facebook €15.99 
July-August Facebook €12.30 

Public Awareness Campaigns

Month Company Cost 
January Iris Oifigúil - Public notice of the 1 year extension given 

by the Government to the Commission of Investigation 
into Mother and Baby Homes   

€75 

May Mediavest - A media campaign seeking expressions of 
interest to participate in a Collaborative Forum of former 
residents of Mother and Baby Homes and those with 
comparable experience in a County Home 

€122,885.49  

May Inform Display Network - Poster and Leaflet distribution 
to GP and Hospitals Nationwide on ‘affordable childcare’

€10,332.00 

July EU Media - Full Page Ad in Pregnancy Diary on ‘afford-
able childcare’

€3,382.50 

August EU Media - Full Page Ad in Ultimate Maternity Guide on 
‘affordable childcare’ 

€8,548.50 

02/10/2018WRCC00800Family Resource Centres

02/10/2018WRCC00900559. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there is a 
family resource centre in Dundalk, County Louth. [39684/18]

02/10/2018WRCC01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): There is no 
Family Resource Centre in Dundalk at present. Connect Family Resource Centre, based in 
Drogheda, provides services to residents of Drogheda and the greater Louth area, including 
Dundalk.
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02/10/2018WRCC01100Family Resource Centres

02/10/2018WRCC01200560. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the process 
for establishing a family resource centre. [39685/18]

02/10/2018WRCC01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Family Re-
source Centre Programme is administered by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. At present 
there are 109 Family Resource Centres in operation throughout the country, and 11 additional 
centres will be fully operational by the end of 2018.

As the process for establishing new Family Resource Centres, under the Family Resource 
Centre Programme, is a matter for Tusla, I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the 
Deputy on this matter.

02/10/2018WRCC01400Family Resource Centres

02/10/2018WRCC01500561. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the services 
delivered at family resource centres; and the locations in which they can be accessed in the ab-
sence of a family resource centre. [39686/18]

02/10/2018WRCC01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Family 
Resource Centre Programme delivers universal services to families in areas of disadvantage 
throughout the country.  Each Family Resource Centre (FRC) operates autonomously, working 
inclusively with individuals and families in their communities, as well as statutory and non-
statutory agencies.

Individual FRCs can differ significantly, as they are established on a community basis.  Ser-
vices offered by FRCs across the country can vary considerably as a result, depending on the 
size of the centre, local demographics, level of service usage, and the extent of other local ser-
vices.

Services provided by Family Resource Centres may include:

- Provision of information, advice and support to children and families;

- Community groups to meet local needs, such as childcare facilities, after-school clubs, 
parent and toddler groups, men’s sheds, etc.;

- Provision of free or low-cost counselling and support to individuals and groups;

- Access to information technology for members of the local community;

- Collaboration with social workers and family support services, often through Tusla’s Mei-
theal model;

- Delivery of educational courses and training opportunities;

- Facilitation of family mediation services and child contact services.

While not every area has access to a Family Resource Centre, Tusla funds local family sup-
port services for children and families throughout the country.  Such services include parenting 
programmes and supports, Educational Welfare services, and community-based counselling 
services.  My Department also currently funds the Area Based Childhood (ABC) Programme, 
which provides targeted family support services in areas of disadvantage.
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It is important that the needs of children and families are met in the best way possible, 
particularly in areas of disadvantage.  I will continue to support the work of Family Resource 
Centres and family support services throughout the country.

02/10/2018WRCC01700Early Childhood Care and Education

02/10/2018WRCC01800562. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the sug-
gestions in the early years policy to ensure that there is adequate care to meet the needs of chil-
dren in the pre-early childhood care and education, ECCE, bracket in order that their parents 
can go to work; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39694/18]

02/10/2018WRCC01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Recent reports, 
such as that recently published by the ESRI, have underlined the challenges faced by families 
in returning to work, due to the challenge posed by the high cost of childcare. 

One of my main priorities since being appointed as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
has been to make high quality childcare more accessible and affordable.  The recent expansion 
of ECCE enables children to receive two full programme years of the scheme from the age of 2 
years and eight months, thus, for parents who are working or in education, reducing their child-
care costs by 15 hours per week over 38 weeks of the year.  The cost of childcare for children 
below ECCE age is very high, predominantly due to the required lower adult to child ratios 
involved in providing high quality care to infants and very young children. 

It was for this reason that last September (2017) I introduced a new, non means tested uni-
versal subsidy, providing up to €1,040 per annum for children in this age range.  Since that time, 
the families of more than 40,000 children have benefitted from this subsidy. 

Also, for families on lower incomes that need assistance with childcare costs, I increased 
the level of subsidy available under existing targeted schemes.  Subsidies are now available of 
up to €145 per week, per child to certain families.  The website affordablechildcare.ie provides 
more information in this regard.  Whilst these supports are a first step to assist families in lower-
ing the cost of their childcare, much more must be done to provide truly affordable, accessible 
child care. 

Earlier this year, the entitlement of families in Ireland to financial support towards the cost 
of child care was put on a legislative footing by my Department with the enactment of the 
Childcare Support Act 2018.  This legislation supports a radical new infrastructure, currently 
under development, to introduce  a new Affordable Childcare Scheme.  This scheme will pro-
vide both universal and targeted subsidies towards the cost of child care.  As part of the scheme, 
recognition is given to the additional cost of providing high quality care to children in the 
pre-ECCE bracket and provides a higher rate of subsidy accordingly.  The scheme should also 
improve access to more places for children under three given the high levels of subsidisation 
that will be available for these services. 

This country has suffered from a history of low levels of investment in childcare, leaving 
Ireland trailing OECD norms.  The Affordable Childcare Scheme will provide a strong, sustain-
able platform to address this.  Through this platform, I am deeply committed to maintaining 
the focus on high quality, affordable and accessible child care that we have witnessed in recent 
budgets.  This is something I will also be placing major focus on in the forthcoming cross-
Government  ten year Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their Families.
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02/10/2018WRCC02000Foster Care

02/10/2018WRCC02100563. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the insurance 
implications of providing foster care to children here; and if Tusla provides insurance cover to 
those families that provide foster care. [39730/18]

02/10/2018WRCC02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
is aware, foster carers are no longer covered by a commercial public liability insurance policy.  
Attempts by Tusla to secure continuing commercial cover have proved unsuccessful.  However, 
I am pleased to confirm that pending a permanent solution, all foster carers have an indemnity 
on an individual basis where required.  This is on an ex-gratia basis as a temporary measure to 
address immediate individual cases while the overall indemnification issues are being resolved. 

As I have stated previously, I fully support extending the State Indemnity Scheme under the 
State Claims Agency to foster parents.  Unfortunately, this has taken longer than expected due 
to technical issues associated with the approvals and statutory process involved, but I can assure 
the Deputy that work is continuing to address these matters.  My Department has been in dis-
cussion with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on the matter, and my intention 
is to include foster carers under the General Indemnity Scheme operated by the State Claims 
Agency as soon as possible.  In this regard, work is ongoing with the Office of Parliamentary 
Counsel to draft the necessary Order for Government. 

My Department has written to the Irish Foster Carers Association (IFCA) outlining the posi-
tion and, through the Association, foster carers have been informed as to the current position.  
IFCA have been kept up to date on a continuous basis.  In addition, I understand that Tusla has 
also made publicly available the information provided to IFCA so as to communicate the posi-
tion to those foster carers who are not members of that association.

02/10/2018WRCC02300Child and Family Agency Staff

02/10/2018WRCC02400564. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of social workers trained to interview child victims of sexual abuse. [39766/18]

02/10/2018WRCC02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have written 
to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency in relation to the matter.  A further response will issue to 
the Deputy when I receive a reply.

02/10/2018WRCC02600Early Childhood Care and Education Funding

02/10/2018WRCC02700565. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the budget 
allocated to the access and inclusion model of ECCE provision under each of the levels 4 to 7 
of this scheme annually since its introduction to date; the amounts allocated under these levels; 
the amounts drawn down for 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018, respectively in each of the four 
levels in tabular form; the number of children in each county that have benefitted from funding 
under each of these four levels each year to date; the areas of support in which this funding un-
der each of the four headings have been applied; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39826/18]

02/10/2018WRCC02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Access and 
Inclusion Model (AIM) supports children with disabilities to reap the full benefits of free pre-
school education.  Its goal is to empower pre-school providers to deliver an inclusive pre-school 
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experience.  AIM is a child-centred and evidence-based model, involving seven levels of pro-
gressive support, moving from the universal to the targeted, based on the needs of the child and 
the pre-school setting. 

Where a pre-school provider, in conjunction with a parent, considers that some additional, 
targeted support is needed - over and above the universal supports provided under Levels 1 to 3 
of AIM - in order to meet the needs of a child with a disability in an inclusive way, an applica-
tion can be made for targeted supports under one or more of Levels 4 to 7 of AIM:

 Level 4

This level provides access to mentoring for early years practitioners from a team of dedi-
cated Early Years Specialists.  To avail of this support, pre-school providers and parents are re-
quested to complete an online Access and Inclusion Profile.  This looks at the strengths, abilities 
and needs of the child, as well as the strengths and needs of the pre-school setting. 

Level 5

This level provides for access to specialised equipment, appliances, assistive technology 
and/or minor alterations capital grants for early years settings to ensure children with a disabil-
ity can participate in the ECCE programme.  A short report from a designated professional is 
required confirming that the specialised equipment or minor building alterations are necessary.  
A once off provision for AIM Inclusive Play packs was also included in 2017 and 2018.

Level 6

This level provides access to therapeutic services, which is funded directly from the Depart-
ment of Health Vote, where they are critical to enable the child to be enrolled and to fully par-
ticipate in the ECCE Programme.  To avail of this support, pre-school providers and parents are 
requested to complete the online Access and Inclusion Profile.  The Early Years Specialist will 
review the profile and, where therapeutic input is likely to be required; the Specialist will initi-
ate contact with the HSE.  The HSE decides on the appropriate level of therapeutic intervention.

Level 7

This level provides additional assistance in the pre-school room where this is critical to 
ensuring a child’s participation in the ECCE Programme.  In line with emerging best practice 
to support the integration and independence of children with a disability, AIM does not fund 
Special Needs Assistants (SNAs).  Rather, it provides financial support to the pre-school pro-
vider, which can be used either to reduce the adult to child ratio in the pre-school room or to 
buy in additional assistance to the pre-school room.  Accordingly, Level 7 assistance is a shared 
resource for the pre-school setting.  The AIM Level 7 budget allocation also includes the service 
administration fee for Pobal in relation to all of the levels of AIM support managed by Pobal.

AIM was launched in June 2016. The total funding allocated by my Department and outturn 
in 2016 and 2017 and funding allocated and outturn to date in 2018 for levels 4, 5 and 7 of AIM 
is set out below. Funding for AIM Level 6 comes from the Department of Health Vote.

The Inter-Department Group, which developed AIM recognised that it would take approxi-
mately three years to fully develop and implement the Model.

The number of children in each county who have benefitted from supports under AIM Lev-
els 4, 5 and 7 for the 2016, 2017 and 2018 ECCE programme years is shown in the attached 
table.
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Level of 
AIM

2016 2017 @ Sept 2018
Allocation Outturn Allocation Outturn Allocation Outturn
€m €m €m €m €m €m

Level 4 5.40 4.24 10.10 4.42 6.00 4.42 
Level 5 1.61 0.12   2.50 3.07 2.50 1.39 
Level 6  -  -  -  -  -  - 
Level 7 5.43 1.83 15.41 11.40 12.00 8.30 
The number of distinct children benefitting from AIM in each programme year by county 

division AIM 2018 figures as at 27.9.2018

AIM 2016 AIM 2017 AIM 2018 (to date)

County 
Division

Level 4 Level 5 
Altera-
tions

Level 5 
Equip-
ment

Level 7 Level 4 Level 5 
Altera-
tions

Level 5 
Equip-
ment

Level 7 Level 4 Level 5 
Altera-
tions

Level 5 
Equip-
ment

Level 7

Carlow 30 0 2 14 52 0 4 48 14 1 5 33

Cavan 55 0 7 32 46 3 8 64 25 0 3 43

Clare 95 1 6 64 97 5 13 110 30 6 14 81

Cork - 
Cork City

65 1 3 26 93 12 10 97 29 1 6 80

Cork 
- Cork 
County

285 0 28 177 333 0 54 412 103 8 18 295

Donegal 110 6 6 76 120 5 14 134 44 4 8 85

Dublin 
- Dublin 
City

172 1 8 81 275 1 12 295 93 0 6 184

Dublin 
- Dun 
Laoghaire 
- Rath-
down

59 1 2 26 70 0 7 78 27 0 3 29

Dublin - 
Fingal

159 1 5 68 170 1 9 199 85 3 10 142

Dublin 
- South 
Dublin

131 0 9 57 181 1 12 179 60 1 7 141

Galway 119 1 9 79 153 1 15 180 73 3 6 102

Kerry 91 3 17 63 126 2 18 137 35 2 8 109

Kildare 111 1 12 71 161 0 12 160 42 0 3 90

Kilkenny 35 1 5 25 55 0 10 60 22 0 4 37

Laois 59 0 7 36 79 2 10 82 26 2 6 50

Leitrim 14 2 1 6 21 1 2 23 8 0 0 14

Limerick 138 3 7 83 154 3 23 182 50 1 8 135

Longford 30 0 1 15 18 0 0 20 9 0 0 13

Louth 77 1 9 34 106 0 7 119 59 0 8 100

Mayo 50 0 5 23 96 3 17 102 23 1 8 64

Meath 98 1 16 34 173 3 18 169 59 0 7 119

Monaghan 28 0 4 21 25 1 2 37 15 0 0 22

Offaly 41 0 6 25 57 1 7 72 29 0 4 56

Roscom-
mon

31 2 0 13 45 2 3 50 8 0 0 26

Sligo 21 0 5 13 28 1 7 34 14 0 2 22

Tipperary 99 1 9 59 116 1 11 138 48 2 4 92

Waterford 52 1 6 34 62 0 4 64 16 1 5 48

Westmeath 41 0 5 20 58 0 2 58 30 2 2 30

Wexford 88 1 1 57 111 0 4 138 36 1 6 97

Wicklow 49 1 5 20 89 2 6 80 19 0 2 47
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AIM 2016 AIM 2017 AIM 2018 (to date)

County 
Division

Level 4 Level 5 
Altera-
tions

Level 5 
Equip-
ment

Level 7 Level 4 Level 5 
Altera-
tions

Level 5 
Equip-
ment

Level 7 Level 4 Level 5 
Altera-
tions

Level 5 
Equip-
ment

Level 7

Total 2433 30 206 1352 3170 51 321 3521 1131 39 163 2386

02/10/2018WRCC02900Early Childhood Care and Education

02/10/2018WRCC03000566. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the difficulties that early education and childcare providers are experi-
encing in recruiting staff to provide the access and inclusion model, AIM, scheme; her plans to 
address this difficulty; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39827/18]

02/10/2018WRCC03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The AIM, which 
was introduced in September 2016 and continues to be rolled out, has greatly assisted ECCE 
services to offer inclusive services and to better meet the needs of children with disabilities.  It 
includes 7 levels of progressive support, moving from the universal to the targeted.  The degree 
of support provided depends on the needs of the child in the context of the pre-school setting 
they are attending.  In addition to the tens of thousands of children who have benefitted from 
universal supports under AIM, more than 6,000 children with more complex disabilities have 
so far benefitted from targeted supports.

Of the seven levels of support provided through AIM, Level 7 involves recruitment of ad-
ditional staff by providers of ECCE services.  I am aware of the difficulties reported by some 
providers in recruiting staff under Level 7 of AIM.  I am seeking incrementally additional 
investment to address this issue and to address the wider issue of attracting and retaining staff 
across the early years sector.  I acknowledge that pay and conditions are major issues that 
impact on recruitment and retention of staff.   While my Department is not the employer of 
childcare workers, it does continue to invest significant resources in the early years sector.  In 
the last three budgets (2016, 2017 and 2018) investment in the early years sector has increased 
by figures approaching 80%, which reflects the emphasis being placed on developing quality 
services with appropriately supported staff.

From September 2018 capitation rates to childcare providers for the provision of the Early 
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme increased by 7%, which is intended to sup-
port the workforce.  The increase in capitation is targeted at increasing the quality of care and 
education provided through ECCE and, in particular, supporting the recruitment and retention 
of high quality staff.  Further, my Department and the Department of Education and Skills has 
committed to delivering a new workforce plan for the early years sector.  The workforce plan 
will examine and address the impact of a rapidly changing policy and practice landscape in the 
childcare sector in Ireland on future skills requirements so that Government can ensure that a 
high quality workforce is in place over the next decade.

The ten-year national early years strategy will also be published shortly, and this will outline 
planned developments for the childcare sector and will set the overall direction to be followed 
by the workforce plan.

02/10/2018WRCC03200Rape Crisis Network Funding

02/10/2018WRCC03300567. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount of funding provided to each rape crisis centre in each of the years 2008 to 2018, in 
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tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39874/18]

02/10/2018WRCC03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has statutory responsibility for care and protection for victims of domestic, 
sexual or gender-based violence, whether in the context of the family or otherwise.  Accord-
ingly, Tusla has provided funding to rape crisis services since its creation in 2014.

I have requested that Tusla respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

02/10/2018WRCC03500Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRCC03600568. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount of funding provided to an organisation (details supplied) in each of the years 2008 to 
2018, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39875/18]

02/10/2018WRCC03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has not directly funded the organisation to which the Deputy refers.

I am aware that Tusla, the Child and Family Agency has funded the organisation to which 
the Deputy refers in the past.  As Tusla was established in 2014, no funding would have been 
made prior to that date.  I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

02/10/2018WRCC03800Childcare Services

02/10/2018WRCC03900569. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of childcare services switching from full-day care to a part-time or sessional model from 
January 2018 to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39889/18]

02/10/2018WRCC04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Any change 
in circumstance(s) that a Registered Provider proposes to make to their original registration 
(excluding temporary services) must be notified to Tusla prior to any change being made.  This 
includes a change in service type, as noted by the Deputy.

Officials in my Department have made contact with Tusla concerning the question raised 
by the Deputy.  I can confirm that for the period 1 January 2018 to 1 September 2018, a total 
of nine registered services have changed from full-day care service types to either part-time or 
sessional service types.

02/10/2018WRCC04100Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

02/10/2018WRCC04200570. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when there 
will be an outcome to a review of an application by a person (details supplied) for funding 
under the strand 3 natural outdoor play area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39918/18]

02/10/2018WRCC04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
is aware, my Department provided a capital scheme again in 2018 to assist providers improve 
the quality of their service or expand capacity.  The response to the scheme was extremely 
positive.  In order to facilitate service providers who were dissatisfied with the outcome of the 
appraisal of their application, a Capital Review process was offered to applicants.
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This Review of applications is managed by Pobal on behalf of my Department, and as such I 
have a limited role in this process while it is on-going.  However, I can confirm that the service 
provider in question’s application is indeed being reviewed, and that the results of the review 
process will be communicated directly to all services concerned in the coming weeks.

02/10/2018WRCC04400Child Abuse

02/10/2018WRCC04500571. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the percentage 
of allegations of child sexual abuse adjudged to be either founded or unfounded by Tusla or a 
specialist unit contracted by Tusla to assess such allegations in each of the years 2014 to 2017 
and to date in 2018. [39928/18]

02/10/2018WRCC04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla currently 
do not collate data on the number of assessments deemed to be ‘founded’ and ‘unfounded.’ 

Current Tusla policy “Policy and Procedures for responding to allegations of child 
abuse and neglect”(September 2014), outlines the policy basis for the use of ‘founded’ and 
‘unfounded.’Best practice in a number of other jurisdictions utilises the terms ‘founded’ or ‘un-
founded’ as a means of concluding a position on child protection enquiries.  It has been decided 
to use the terms ‘founded’ and ‘unfounded’ to keep in line with international best practice.

In Children First, 2011, Section 5.5,  ‘Unfounded Concerns’, provides guidance on actions 
to be taken where, after an assessment or appeals process, concerns or suspicions of child abuse 
are considered as ‘unfounded.’

A ‘founded’ assessment is an authentication that a judgement has been made that evidence 
exists which confirms that child abuse occurred.   An ‘unfounded’ assessment is one where the 
evidence does not support a finding of abuse.  It does not mean the abuse did not occur, rather 
that there is a lack of evidence to support a ‘founded’ outcome.  For example, there may be no 
convincing disclosure, no clear evidence, no witnesses, and/or no admission on the part of the 
Person Subject to Allegations of Abuse (PSAA).  The ‘balance of probabilities’ is interpreted as 
the degree to which something is more likely to have occurred than not.

The key principles informing decision-making when an assessment is being made  include 
the following:

a.  The welfare of the child is the paramount consideration.

b.  The requirements of Children First must be met.

c.  Tulsa must determine and assess any current or future risk to a child.

d.  If a child is deemed to be at immediate serious risk the child’s interest takes priority over 
the suspected person’s right to be informed of allegations against him/her.

e.  If Tusla concludes there is an immediate serious risk to a child, this must be communi-
cated to an appropriate relevant third party to enable Tusla to take whatever protective action 
is necessary.

f.  Maintaining children in their own home is in their best interests. If the child is living with 
an alleged abuser, the safety of the child is paramount.

g.  Social work professionals make a determination on a balance of probabilities.
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h.  Natural justice and fair procedures must be applied in relation to persons suspected of 
abuse, including their right to be informed about allegations against them and to respond.

i.  A Tusla assessment should take representations made by a person suspected of abuse into 
account.

j.  Any action or protection plan should be signed off by all relevant parties, including the 
person suspected of abuse, where possible.

k.  A person suspected of abuse has a right to have their data protection rights protected, 
to obtain legal advice, to see all relevant documentation, to submit relevant documentation, to 
make oral or written submissions and have these considered, to identify any third parties with 
relevant information for Tusla consideration for interview, and to request an independent re-
view of the assessment undertaken by the social worker.

Question No. 572 answered with Question No. 554.

02/10/2018WRCC04800Walks Scheme

02/10/2018WRCC04900573. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when the €2 million increase in allocation of funding for the walks scheme will be announced 
as promised in the programme for partnership Government. [39931/18]

02/10/2018WRCC05000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As the Dep-
uty is aware, my Department administers the Walks Scheme which facilitates the development 
and maintenance of many of Ireland’s walking trails.  The scheme involves landholders as key 
participants in the provision of high quality walking trails, by contracting them to undertake 
maintenance work on sections of National Waymarked Ways and other priority walks that tra-
verse their lands.  Participant landholders receive modest payments for maintenance work un-
dertaken, in line with agreed work plans.

The scheme currently covers 39 trails, with payments made to approximately 1,900 land-
holders to maintain those trails.

The Programme for a Partnership Government and the Action Plan for Rural Development 
both include a commitment to increase the number of trails covered by the Walks Scheme. 

My officials are working towards this objective and will review the scheme’s operation over 
the coming months to determine how best to expand the scheme and to maximise the impact of 
the resources available to me.

By the end of this year I hope to be in a position to make an announcement in relation to 
this matter.

02/10/2018WRCC05100Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRCC05200574. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
communications, press and public relations budget allocated to his Department for 2018; the 
way in which it is being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39378/18]

02/10/2018WRCC05300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Press 
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and Communications Office of the Department liaises with the media on behalf of the Depart-
ment and does not use the services of public relations firms.

The Department of Rural and Community Development allocate spend relating to com-
munications and press to the Administration programme “Training and Development and In-
cidental Expenses” which has an overall budget of €539k which is behind profile.  Within this 
programme costs relating to press are allocated to the Press Office subhead.  Spend for the year 
to the end of August for the Press Office was €11,087. In addition a range of staff in the Depart-
ment are engaged in communications as part of their normal duties.

02/10/2018WRDD00200Leader Programmes Expenditure

02/10/2018WRDD00300575. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment the breakdown between funds expended on preparatory support costs, administration 
costs and project costs on the LEADER programme in each year of the Rural Development Pro-
gramme 2014-2020 and to date in 2018 per each local action group, in tabular form. [39426/18]

02/10/2018WRDD00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER 
is a multi-annual programme for the period 2014-2020 and has a total budget of €250 million 
over that period.  Tables 1-3 below detail the expenditure incurred in each of the years 2015 to 
2017, and to date in 2018 per each Local Action Group (LAG) area.  The expenditure relates to:

- the costs incurred in each LAG area in relation to development of the Local Development 
Strategies (Preparatory Support),

- the administration costs of the LAGs and the costs of their engagement with communities 
to generate projects; and,

- expenditure incurred on projects.

The level of project activity under the LEADER programme has increased significantly in 
recent months, with 1,318 projects being approved for funding of over €40 million.  A further 
331 project applications with a combined value of in excess of €21 million are at various stages 
in the approval process.

Project payments have increased significantly in recent months as approved works are com-
pleted and claims for payment are submitted by the project promoters.  Over €6 million of proj-
ect expenditure has been incurred in 2018 compared with just €600,000 in 2017.

The progress now being made by the Local Action Groups in approving projects will result 
in a continued increase in project approvals and payments under the LEADER programme 
for the remainder of the year.  This progress has been assisted by improvements made by my 
Department in the last year to the applications and approvals process, in consultation with the 
LAGs.

Table 1: LEADER 2014-2020 Preparatory Support expenditure by year as of 24th 
September 2018

Local Action 
Group Area

2015 2016 2017 2018 

Carlow €20,000 €0 €0 €0
Cavan €50,000 €0 €0 €0
Clare €71,000 €12,336 €0 €0
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Local Action 
Group Area

2015 2016 2017 2018 

Cork North €15,000 €0 €0 €0
Cork South €65,000 €0 €0 €0
Cork West €135,240 €0 €0 €0
Donegal €57,594 €0 €0 €0
Dublin Rural €55,000 €0 €0 €0
Galway East €0 €58,214 €97,142 €0
Galway West €75,000 €0 €0 €0
Kerry €15,000 €1,344 €0 €0
Kildare €50,000 €0 €0 €0
Kilkenny €54,725 €2,570 €0 €0
Laois €25,000 €10,191 €0 €0
Leitrim €25,000 €0 €0 €0
Limerick €22,187 €0 €0 €0
Longford €30,000 €0 €0 €0
Louth €28,000 €0 €0 €0
Mayo €107,000 €12,238 €0 €0
Meath €40,000 €0 €0 €0
Monaghan €58,296 €0 €0 €0
Offaly €30,000 €0 €0 €0
Roscommon €58,213 €0 €0 €0
Sligo €15,000 €0 €0 €0
Tipperary €20,000 €0 €0 €0
Waterford €63,430 €11,997 €0 €0
Westmeath €25,500 €102 €0 €0
Wexford €15,000 €0 €0 €0
Wicklow €25,000 €10,794 €0 €0
Totals €1,251,185 €119,785 €97,142 €0

Table 2: LEADER 2014-2020 Administration Expenditure by year as of 24th Septem-
ber 2018

Local Action 
Group Area

2015 2016 2017 2018 

Carlow €0 €0 €206,148 €196,163
Cavan €0 €62,741 €264,138 €173,117
Clare €0 €190,000 €525,000 €247,000
Cork North €0 €19,456 €422,197 €251,099
Cork South €0 €0 €261,234 €176,731
Cork West €0 €0 €362,953 €245,057
Donegal €0 €35,362 €747,483 €476,015
Dublin Rural €0 €0 €290,992 €205,032
Galway East €0 €60,000 €330,000 €205,000
Galway West €0 €0 €180,000 €90,000



Questions - Written Answers

260

Local Action 
Group Area

2015 2016 2017 2018 

Kerry €0 €0 €811,249 €456,634
Kildare €0 €0 €163,910 €192,710
Kilkenny €0 €180,000 €525,000 €240,000
Laois €0 €25,051 €270,386 €210,298
Leitrim €0 €32,134 €298,277 €203,032
Limerick €0 €26,267 €670,442 €401,074
Longford €0 €0 €266,711 €244,926
Louth €0 €21,913 €327,734 €206,715
Mayo €0 €31,484 €839,410 €314,451
Meath €0 €99,961 €307,133 €294,316
Monaghan €0 €45,042 €260,822 €200,548
Offaly €0 €43,481 €414,017 €301,107
Roscommon €0 €70,559 €325,968 €185,906
Sligo €0 €57,268 €264,697 €158,949
Tipperary €0 €16,443 €525,103 €282,719
Waterford €0 €43,782 €385,789 €261,688
Westmeath €0 €26,769 €345,928 €242,968
Wexford €0 €21,129 €443,303 €220,662
Wicklow €0 €32,295 €328,839 €211,177
Totals €0 €1,141,135 €11,364,865 €7,095,092

Table 3: LEADER 2014-2020 Project Expenditure by year as of 24th September 2018

Local Action 
Group Area

2015 2016 2017 2018 

Carlow €0 €0 €50,000 €444,756
Cavan €0 €0 €0 €216,589
Clare €0 €0 €0 €279,876
Cork North €0 €0 €0 €206,246
Cork South €0 €0 €132,333
Cork West €0 €0 €0 €20,933
Donegal €0 €0 €30,844 €1,072,714
Dublin Rural €0 €0 €0 €83,818
Galway East €0 €0 €0 €0
Galway West €0 €0 €0 €5,042
Kerry €0 €0 €0 €496,151
Kildare €0 €0 €0 €0
Kilkenny €0 €0 €75,559 €240,219
Laois €0 €0 €12,250 €68,692
Leitrim €0 €0 €0 €103,485
Limerick €0 €0 €0 €0
Longford €0 €0 €0 €7,692
Louth €0 €0 €12,450 €78,195



2 October 2018

261

Local Action 
Group Area

2015 2016 2017 2018 

Mayo €0 €0 €57,143 €300,948
Meath €0 €0 €10,770 €23,429
Monaghan €0 €0 €0 €241,671
Offaly €0 €0 €64,051 €475,070
Roscommon €0 €0 €0 €57,762
Sligo €0 €0 €237,708 €263,873
Tipperary €0 €0 €0 €319,225
Waterford €0 €0 €111,069 €788,370
Westmeath €0 €0 €0 €129,575
Wexford €0 €0 €0 €260,367
Wicklow €0 €0 €0 €19,856
Totals €0 €0 €661,844 €6,336,886

02/10/2018WRDD00500Leader Programmes Applications

02/10/2018WRDD00600576. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if a review of the criteria will be carried out in order to allow childcare providers to apply for 
LEADER grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39521/18]

02/10/2018WRDD00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Funding un-
der the LEADER Programme is targeted at innovative approaches to addressing the needs of ru-
ral areas as identified in the Local Development Strategies prepared for each sub-regional area.  
The funding can be provided under a broad range of themes, including enterprise development 
and social inclusion.  It is important, however, to ensure that the available funding is targeted at 
policy areas where it can provide the greatest added value.

Provision of funding supports for childcare providers is available through the Department of 
Children and Youth Affairs and the City and County Childcare Committee.  It is not, therefore, 
proposed to extend the LEADER Programme to include the provision of childcare facilities at 
present.

02/10/2018WRDD00800Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRDD00900577. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the cost of each seminar held on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 by 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39589/18]

02/10/2018WRDD01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My col-
league, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, and I hosted a Special Forum at-
tended by over 220 stakeholders on the theme of Creating Stronger Rural Economies and 
Communities, in the Town Hall Theatre in Westport on 13 July 2018.  This was part of the 
Government’s engagement with the public on Project Ireland 2040.  €11,704 in costs has paid 
out to date in relation to the Westport event, which will be shared between my Department and 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine.

My Department also participated in a number of regional information sessions for the public 
relating to the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (which is being overseen by my De-
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partment) in September.  The sessions were also attended by the Department of Housing, Plan-
ning and Local Government, as it related to their role overseeing the Urban Regeneration and 
Development Fund.  Both funds were established on foot of the €4 billion in funding set aside 
under Project Ireland 2040 funds for rural development, urban regeneration, climate action and 
innovation.  The information sessions were held in Cork, Carrick on Shannon, Tullamore and 
Drogheda and were hosted by the three Regional Assemblies and the Irish Local Development 
Network.  As such, no hosting or organisational costs were incurred by my Department in rela-
tion to these events.

02/10/2018WRDD01100Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRDD01200578. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the amount spent by his Department on third party public relations advice, communica-
tions advice, online advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and 
company engaged in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39645/18]

02/10/2018WRDD01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): A total of 
€7,492 has been expended to date by my Department in relation to online advertising and public 
awareness campaigns.

This expenditure related to a call for proposals in respect of the Project Ireland 2040 Rural 
Regeneration and Development Fund which was placed in the national press as well as consul-
tation on the drafting of the Department’s Irish language Scheme which was advertised online 
and in an Irish language publication.  Details are set out in the table below.

Company Date Amount
Spark Foundry August 2018 (RRDF) €6,407
Spark Foundry September 2018 (Irish Lan-

guage Scheme)
€1,084

Agencies under my Department may also undertake public awareness campaigns; of par-
ticular note is the work undertaken by Irish Water Safety to raise the awareness of measures to 
be taken to prevent drownings.  Total funding of €700k was allocated in 2018 to Irish Water 
Safety to support drowning prevention measures.

In view of the prolonged period of exceptional warm weather conditions during summer 
this year, which resulting in much greater numbers of people using our beaches, rivers and 
lakes for leisure swimming, the media campaign run by Irish Water Safety was extended to run 
throughout the summer.

My Department has not expended any funds on third party public relations advice or com-
munications advice.

02/10/2018WRDD01400Leader Programmes Funding

02/10/2018WRDD01500579. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the funding provided to the LEADER programme in County Tipperary in each of the years 
2007 to 2017, inclusive, and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39721/18]

02/10/2018WRDD01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The period 
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referred to by the Deputy includes both the LEADER 2007–2013 and the LEADER 2014-2020 
programmes.

For the LEADER 2007–2013 programme, two Local Action Groups (LAGs) delivered the 
programme in County Tipperary - North Tipperary LEADER Partnership Company and South 
Tipperary Local Development Company Limited.

For the LEADER 2014–2020 programme, Tipperary Local Community Development Com-
mittee is the LAG for County Tipperary.

The expenditure incurred by the Tipperary Local Action Groups under both programmes for 
each of the years referenced is shown on Tables 1 and 2 below.

Table 1 LEADER 2007 – 2013 Programme - Expenditure incurred by Tipperary LAGs

Total Expenditure by LAG 
for LEADER 2007-2013

North Tipperary LEADER 
Partnership Company

South Tipperary Local 
Development Company 
Limited

2007 €0 €0
2008 €0 €0
2009 €206,447 €427,001 
2010 €1,355,480   €1,290,697   
2011 €1,763,802   €1,441,884
2012 €2,158,895 €2,295,621
2013 €2,607,127 €3,964,018
2014 €3,942,779 €2,207,193
2015 €756,203 €885,531
2016 €127,525 €95,351

Table 2 LEADER 2014 – 2020 Expenditure incurred by Tipperary LAG

Year Expenditure
2014 €0
2015 €20,000
2016 €16,443
2017 €525,103
2018 to date €601,943

02/10/2018WRDD01700Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRDD01800580. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment the cost of his Department’s stand at the National Ploughing Championships 2018; the 
number of staff deployed from his Department for the week; and the cost of same. [40358/18]

02/10/2018WRDD01900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The National 
Ploughing Championships (NPC) is one of the largest public outdoor events in Europe, and can 
see attendances of close to 300,000 each year.  It provided the Department of Rural and Com-
munity Development in particular, as a Department which was only established in July 2017, 
with a unique opportunity to communicate with the general public and to let them know who 
we are as a Department, and more importantly, what we can do for them and their communities.
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NPC 2018, in line with the event in 2017, saw the Department of Rural and Community 
Development (DRCD) share space with the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
(DCHG).  The cost of the joint presence is being shared between DRCD and DCHG.

Overall, 30 of my Department’s staff members, ranging from Clerical Officer level to Prin-
cipal Officer level, worked over the three-day period.  Attendance at the event is viewed as 
part of the normal duties of staff.  A number of staff were also scheduled to be deployed on the 
Wednesday and many had arrived but returned to base, once it became clear that the event was 
not taking place on the Wednesday.

Any travel and subsistence costs for staff attendance at ploughing will be claimed by staff 
in line with the standard Civil Service rules and rates.

The Department’s presence was also supported by over 100 staff and volunteers from agen-
cies and bodies funded through the Department.

The table below outlines the costs to date of my Department’s presence at NPC 2018, not-
ing that some invoices are yet to be received.  The costs indicated with an ‘S’ below are costs 
shared with DCHG.

Actual Costs (* Invoices not yet received, 
S: Shared Costs)

Marquee Contractor €122,846*(ex VAT) (S)
Catering €2,575.94 (S)
Eir (Broadband etc) €3,000.00* (S)
NPA Site Costs €12,927.67 (S)
Staff and Volunteer Passes €2,880.00
Merchandise €9,596.36
DRCD Departmental Booklet €2,330.85
Graphics (Design and Print) €4,218.00
Courier €1,000.00* (S)
Staff Transport (Bus Hire) €1,950.00* (S)
Total €163,324.82

02/10/2018WRDD02000Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRDD02100581. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the communications, press and public relations budget allocated to her Department for 
2018; the way in which it is being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39371/18]

02/10/2018WRDD02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Customer Communications and Advertising Activity budget for 2018 is €1,350,000.

This budget covers all planned external communications and public information campaigns.  
It is also used for the development of customer information guides, customer event, reports, 
videos, documents, posters and other visual material for use by the Department in its engage-
ments with customers and stakeholders.  The Department also uses the budget to produce con-
tent in a range of accessible formats including plain English, Irish Sign Language and braille.

As of the end of August 2018, spend under this budget was behind profile.
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02/10/2018WRDD02300State Pension (Non-Contributory)

02/10/2018WRDD02400582. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when the decision was made to cease the payment of an additional six weeks of 
contributory pension payments following the death of a spouse in receipt of an independent 
contributory pension in circumstances in which the spouse who is deceased was also in receipt 
of a contributory based pension in his or her own right; the reason that change in the situation 
is not mirrored in the case of a person in receipt of a non-contributory pension; the rationale 
behind the decision; the financial saving she plans to make; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39384/18]

02/10/2018WRDD02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department recently issued a guideline to staff clarifying the existing legislation for continuing 
to pay specific social welfare payments to either a customer or to a qualified dependant for a 
period of six weeks after death.

The Department has not made any amendments to legislation or policy in this regard.  The 
guideline was issued because it had come to attention that the existing legislation was being 
applied in an inconsistent way by different sections and decision-makers.

Continued payment after death continues to apply for a six week period where the surviving 
spouse/partner/cohabitant was included as a qualified adult on the deceased person’s claim or 
would have been but for the fact that they were in receipt of one of the following payments in 
their own right:

- State Pension Non-Contributory

- Blind Pension

- Carer’s Benefit or

- Carer’s Allowance (payable for 12 weeks).

I hope this clarifies the matter.  If the Deputy has a particular case in mind she should contact 
my office with the details.

02/10/2018WRDD02600State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

02/10/2018WRDD02700583. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to assist women who do not qualify for a State pension contributory due to 
the fact that they were forced to leave work due to the marriage bar and who do not have 520 
paid contributions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39394/18]

02/10/2018WRDD02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
There are a number of payments and pensions paid by my department to people over State pen-
sion age.  One of these is the State pension (contributory), qualification for which is based on 
a number of criteria, including that a minimum of 520 qualifying contributions have been paid 
into the Social Insurance Fund.  People who have not made such contributions are generally 
paid alternative payments, if they are not in receipt of a Public Service pension.

“Developing the National Pensions System - Final Report of the National Pensions Board”, 
published in 1993, recommended that the number of paid contributions required to qualify for 
a contributory pension should be increased to 520, and the necessary legislation to effect these 



Questions - Written Answers

266

recommendations was contained in Section 12 of the Social Welfare Act 1997.  These changes 
reflected the very significant increase in PRSI coverage which had taken place over the previous 
decades, which made it easier for people to pay into the Social Insurance Fund for at least 10 
years between the age of 16 and retirement.

It is generally considered reasonable to require people who seek a contributory pension to 
have made at least 10 years’ paid contributions into the Social Insurance Fund which finances 
it, over the span of 50 years of working age life.

For those who do not qualify for the State Pension (contributory) (SPC) because they have 
paid few or no contributions into the Social Insurance Fund, there are other state pension pay-
ments available.  Notably, they may qualify for the State Pension (non-contributory), which is 
a means-tested payment (based on their share of household means) with a maximum payment 
of 95% of the SPC.  If their spouse has a contributory pension, they may qualify for an increase 
for a qualified adult (based on their own means), amounting up to 90% of a full rate SPC.  Con-
sequently, if a person doesn’t receive a State pension at pension age, they have both significant 
means and have made little or no contribution to the Social Insurance Fund.  Awarding them 
a state pension would take resources away from other pensioners, most of whom either have 
contributed into the Social Insurance Fund most of their adult life, and/or are solely dependent 
upon the State pension, and have less means than the group who would benefit from such a 
change.

It’s worth noting that the marriage bar describes a rule that existed in most of the public ser-
vice, and some private sector employments, where women were required to leave their employ-
ment upon marriage.  As it was a rule rather than a general legal prohibition against employing 
married women, they could either return to work or take up other work, and many did.  It is also 
worth remembering that most public servants recruited prior to 1995 are not entitled to the State 
pension, regardless of gender and marital status.  Therefore, the marriage bar would not gener-
ally have negatively impacted on State pension entitlement, as they would not have qualified 
for that payment had they remained in public sector employment.  The implications it had for 
public service pensions are a matter for the Minister for Public Expenditure & Reform.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRDD02900Invalidity Pension Appeals

02/10/2018WRDD03000584. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress to date in the determination of an appeal for invalidity pension in the 
case of a person (details supplied); when the appeal is likely to conclude; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39396/18]

02/10/2018WRDD03100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned submitted additional medical evidence in 
support of their invalidity pension (IP) appeal.

Their claim was reviewed by a deciding officer and they have been awarded IP with effect 
from 22 February 2018.

Payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 11 October 2018.  Any arrears due 
from 22 February 2018 to 10 October 2018 (less any overlapping social welfare payment) will 
issue in due course.  He was notified of this decision on 27 September 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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02/10/2018WRDD03200Carer’s Allowance Applications

02/10/2018WRDD03300585. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the supports available to assist a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39403/18]

02/10/2018WRDD03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 14 May 2018.

As the person concerned failed to supply any supporting documentation with their applica-
tion, this was requested from them on 24 September 2018.  Once the information is received 
the application will be processed without delay and the person concerned notified directly of 
the outcome.

CA recipients automatically qualify for the Carer’s Support Grant, an annual payment of 
€1,700, which is not means-tested or taxed, Free Travel and, if they are living with the care 
recipient, the Household Benefits package.

They can also register for a GP Visit card through the Health Service Executive.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRDD03500Disability Allowance Payments

02/10/2018WRDD03600586. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a disability allowance payment to a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if a higher 
rate will be awarded in view of the circumstances. [39480/18]

02/10/2018WRDD03700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following a review of the entitlement of this lady, it was found 
that she had an increase in her means from her previous assessment.  Based on the information 
provided to my department, a reduced rate of disability allowance (DA) was awarded.  The 
reduced rate became effective from 1 August 2018.  Notification of this decision issued on 21 
July 2018.

The recent means information which was submitted has been passed to the relevant area 
for a review to be carried out.  The person concerned was asked to supply further supporting 
documentation required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on her eligibility.  
On receipt of this information a decision will be made and she will be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRDD03800Carer’s Allowance Applications

02/10/2018WRDD03900587. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when an application will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39489/18]
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02/10/2018WRDD04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
department received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 
29 January 2018.

Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who 
is habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or 
an adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care.

The person concerned was notified on 6 June 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and of 
her right of review and appeal.

A review of this decision was requested and the outcome of the review was that it was de-
cided that the requirement for full-time care and attention was satisfied.

The application was awarded to the person concerned on 7 September 2018, with effect 
from 1 February 2018, and the first payment issued to her nominated bank account on 13 Sep-
tember 2018.

Arrears of allowance due from 1 February 2018 to 12 September 2018 also issued to the 
person concerned on 13 September 2018.

The person concerned was notified on 7 September 2018 of this revised decision, the reason 
for it and of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRDD04100Illness Benefit Eligibility

02/10/2018WRDD04200588. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to include the self-employed for class 5 entitlement to illness benefit in view of 
the fact that the current situation is causing difficulty for persons who are out of work for a 
considerable time due to illness or injury. [39491/18]

02/10/2018WRDD04300591. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she plans to include the self-employed for class 5 entitlement to illness benefit in view of 
the fact that the situation is causing difficulty for persons who are unemployed for a consider-
able time due to illness or injury. [39554/18]

02/10/2018WRDD04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 588 and 591 together.

The Deputy has raised the concerns of individuals who are self-employed in relation to 
access to illness benefit payments from my Department.  It should be noted that where an in-
dividual, whether employed or self-employed, does not qualify for a benefit payment based on 
their social insurance contribution status or history, my Department may be able to assist in 
other ways.  For example, self-employed contributors can apply for a means-tested jobseeker’s 
benefit payment or seek assistance from their Community Welfare Officer.

Self-employed workers who earn €5,000 or more in a contribution year are liable for PRSI 
at the class S rate of 4%, subject to a minimum annual payment of €500.  This provides them 
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with access to the following benefits: State pension (contributory), widow’s, widower’s or sur-
viving civil partner’s pension (contributory), guardian’s payment (contributory), maternity ben-
efit, adoptive benefit, paternity benefit and treatment benefit (from March 2017).  Entitlement to 
invalidity pension was extended to the self-employed from December 2017.

This compares favourably with employees who, in general, are liable to the PRSI Class A 
rate of 4%.  In addition their employers are liable to PRSI at the rate of 8.6% on weekly earn-
ings up to and including €376 or at the rate of 10.85% where weekly earnings exceed €376.  
Accordingly the combined rate of PRSI rate paid in respect of Class A employees is 12.6% or 
14.85%, depending on the level of weekly earnings.  These Class A employees are entitled to 
the full range of social insurance benefits.

The issue of extending additional social insurance benefits to the self-employed paying 
Class S PRSI was considered in the Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance fund (SIF) as at 
31 December 2015, which I published in October 2017.  The review, required by legislation, 
was carried out by independent consultants, KPMG.  It examines the projected income and ex-
penditure of the SIF over the course of the 55-year period from 2016 to 2071.

The review found that the fund currently has a modest surplus of income over expenditure.  
In 2016 there was a surplus of €0.4 billion on expenditure of €8.8 billion and receipts of €9.2 
billion.  The fund is expected to return to a deficit situation in coming years as the ageing of 
the population impacts.  Projections indicate that, in the absence of further action to tackle the 
shortfall, the excess of expenditure over income of the fund will increase significantly over the 
medium to long term.  The shortfall in expenditure over income is projected to increase from 
€0.2 billion in 2020 to €3.3 billion by 2030 and to €22.2 billion by 2071.  It should be noted 
that as self-employed workers would be eligible to apply for invalidity pension from December 
2017, the cost of this introduction was factored into the actuarial review’s findings.

As part of the review the independent consultants were required to project the additional 
PRSI expenditure if invalidity pension and illness, jobseeker’s and carer’s benefits were ex-
tended to Class S self-employed workers and the PRSI contribution rates required to provide 
these benefits on a revenue neutral basis.

The review found that the combined cost of introducing the invalidity, illness, jobseeker’s 
and carer’s benefits for PRSI Class S contributions is estimated to be €118 million in 2018, ris-
ing steadily to €223 million in 2020.  By 2025 the projected cost is €413 million and, over the 
period of the review the cost would rise to €1.3 billion in 2071.

The review indicates that, where these benefits are extended to the self-employed, the Class 
S rate of PRSI contribution would need to increase substantially in order to ensure that the 
benefits are delivered in a revenue-neutral manner.  It estimates that when expenditure on the 
additional benefits is considered over the entire projection period, PRSI rates would need to 
increase by 94% under a scenario of no subvention from the exchequer.  This is equivalent to an 
increase of the Class S contribution rate from the current 4% rate to 7.8%.

This increased contribution is attributable to the costs of extending these additional benefits 
to PRSI Class S contributors.  It does not take account of the value to PRSI Class S contribu-
tors of access to the range of existing benefits, and in particular State pension contributory.  The 
consultants estimated that the typical cost of State pension (contributory) on its own is of the 
order of 10% to 15%, depending on other factors including rate of average earnings and date 
of commencing paying PRSI.  Adding in the other benefits referenced the total Class S rate of 
contribution to ensure revenue neutrality would be of the order of 20% per annum.

The findings of the Review will play an important role in informing the overall debate on 
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policy developments in relation to the SIF in the years ahead, including the financial sustain-
ability of the Fund given the expected demographic challenges and consideration of extending 
the scope of benefits for workers generally, including the self-employed.

I hope this information is helpful.

02/10/2018WRDD04500Illness Benefit Payments

02/10/2018WRDD04600589. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason illness benefit has stopped in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [39494/18]

02/10/2018WRDD04700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Department introduced a new system for Illness Benefit as 
part of a programme of modernisation in the Department which took effect from Monday 6th 
August 2018.

Arrears due from 13th September 2018 have now issued.  The Department sincerely regrets 
the delay in the arrears issuing.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRDD04800Working Family Payment Applications

02/10/2018WRDD04900590. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on a working family payment application in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39522/18]

02/10/2018WRDD05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is a weekly tax-free payment which provides additional in-
come support to employees on low earnings with children.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 7th August 2018.

The applicant has been awarded WFP for 52 weeks with effect from 9th August 2018 to 7th 
August 2019.

The first weekly payment and all arrears owing will issue to the person’s nominated bank 
account on Thursday 27th September 2018.

The person concerned was notified on 24th September 2018 of this decision and of their 
right of review & appeal.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 591 answered with Question No. 588.

02/10/2018WRDD05200Departmental Staff Sick Leave

02/10/2018WRDD05300592. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the position regarding the need of a person (details supplied) to return to full pay following 
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sick leave; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39559/18]

02/10/2018WRDD05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Staff in my Department are paid sick pay in accordance with the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform Circular 05/2018 (Arrangements for Paid Sick Leave).

In accordance with the provisions of the sick pay scheme staff who exceed 183 sick days in 
the previous 4 years may have access to Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration for a period 
of 547 days.

The officer concerned exceeded sick leave thresholds with 255 sick days and was placed on 
Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration in line with arrangements for paid sick leave.

The officer returned to work 18th September 2018 from an absence which commenced 8th 
August 2018.

When the officer resumed duty on the 18th September 2018, in line with normal protocol an 
instruction was actioned to return the officer to full pay.

The officer is due to receive full pay and any arrears owing on the 5th October 2018.

02/10/2018WREE00200Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WREE00300593. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the cost of each seminar held on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 
2018 by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39582/18]

02/10/2018WREE00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection did not hold any seminars  relating to 
Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018.  

As such, there is no cost to report.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WREE00500Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WREE00600594. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the amount spent by her Department on third party public relations advice, com-
munications advice, online advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by 
month and company engaged in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39638/18]

02/10/2018WREE00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department administers over 70 separate schemes and services, which affect the lives of almost 
every person in the State.  In 2017, some 1.7 million applications for benefits, assistance and 
access to schemes were received and processed, and over 82 million individual payments were 
made to people across all age groups and to employers. The Department is committed to ensur-
ing that members of the general public are fully aware of the welfare supports and services that 
are available to them, and public information campaigns are an important part of our work. 

No third party public relations or communications advisory expenditure was  incurred by 
my Department to date in 2018. 
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All expenditure on public information/advertising campaigns undertaken in 2018, by month 
and company engaged, are provided in the following table.

Expenditure on all Advertising & Campaigns 2018

Month Company Engaged Amount (ex. VAT)
Jan-18 Wavemaker €23,047.83

Total (Jan 2018): €23,047.83
Feb-18 Creed €9,400

Wavemaker €17,017.18
Total (Feb 2018): €26,417.18

Mar-18 Nil
Total (Mar 2018): Nil

Apr-18 Wavemaker €45,471.35
Creed €14,200
Total (Apr 2018): €59,671.35

May-18 Wavemaker €69,530.74
Creed €25,000
Total (May 2018): €94,530.74

Jun-18 Wavemaker €55,931.22
Total (June 2018): €55,931.22

Jul-18 Wavemaker €8,792.56
MOB Media (Tullamore 
Show Programme Advertise-
ment)

€750

Mediavest €3,681.91
Total (July 2018): €13,224.47

Sep-18 Guerin Media (Ploughing 
Championships Programme 
Advertisement)

€1,200

Mediavest €7,204.78
Total (Sept 2018): €8,404.78

Total (to-date in 2018): €281,227.57
In accordance with Government procurement policy, the Department undertook procure-

ment for the provision of Media Strategy, Planning and Buying Services and for Customer 
Communication Services in 2017. Wavemaker was appointed under an Office of Government 
Procurement Framework Tender for “Media Strategy, Planning and Buying Services”. 

The Department tendered for Customer Communications and Design Services in 2017, and 
Creed were appointed following a competitive procurement processes via eTenders.

02/10/2018WREE00800Social Insurance Data

02/10/2018WREE00900595. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated amount it would cost if class A employers rate of 8.6% was reduced to 
8% for persons earning less then €376 weekly; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39669/18]
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02/10/2018WREE01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Currently, Class A employers pay PRSI at the rate of 8.6% where weekly earnings are between 
€38 and €376.  Once weekly earnings exceed €376, the rate of employer PRSI is 10.85%.  

It is estimated that a 0.6% decrease in the 8.6% rate of employer’s PRSI for persons earning 
less than €376 weekly would cost the Social Insurance Fund €25.2 million in a full year. 

These estimates are based on PRSI Class A contributors.  They use the latest available data 
and reflect macro-economic indicators for 2019.  It should be noted that these estimates do not 
take into account any possible changes in employer behaviour arising from changing rates of 
contribution.

02/10/2018WREE01100Departmental Correspondence

02/10/2018WREE01200596. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if her Department has addressed the concerns raised in correspondence (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39675/18]

02/10/2018WREE01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
have received a number of representations on behalf of employers expressing concerns about 
the Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2017, some of which are similar to the con-
cerns raised in the representations made by the Deputy on behalf of the Irish Organic Associa-
tion (IOA).  In my response of last week to the particular representations made by the Deputy I 
explained a number of key points in relation to the Bill. 

Firstly, it is important to understand that we are not saying that all casual or flexible work-
ing arrangements are wrong and should be stopped.  The flexibility offered by genuine casual 
work can be mutually beneficial for employees and employers.  This is recognised in the Bill, 
which prohibits zero hours contracts in most circumstances but it is not an outright prohibition.  
Employers will be permitted to use zero hour contracts in limited circumstances, including in 
respect of casual work.  In this regard there is no change to the existing law, Section 18 of the 
Organisation of Working Time Act 1997, as it applies to casual work.  The term “work of a 
casual nature” has been used in Section 18 of the 1997 Act for over twenty years and has not 
caused problems.  The WRC and Labour Court are capable of determining if work is casual or 
not, should an employee pursue such a case. 

Secondly, it is important to understand the rationale for the banded hours provision, which 
is to ensure that workers on low hour contracts, who consistently work more hours each week 
than provided for in their contracts of employment, are entitled to be placed in a band of hours 
that better reflects the reality of the hours they have worked over an extended period.  Under 
this provision an employee must request to be placed in a band of hours.  Employees are only 
entitled to be placed on a band of hours that reflects what they actually worked over the previ-
ous 12 months.  There are four robust defences for employers to refuse an employee’s request:

1. If there is no evidence to support the claim i.e. the employee worked less hours than 
claimed.

2. Where there has been a significant adverse change to the business e.g. an organic grower 
losing a contract with a supermarket.

3. Emergency circumstances e.g. a flood.

4. When the average hours worked by the employee during the reference period were af-
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fected by a temporary situation that no longer exists e.g. covering a maternity leave.

It is also important to remember that a person placed on a band of hours is expected to work 
those hours i.e. they do not get paid for hours that they do not work. 

To take account of seasonal work, the Banded Hours provision does not require an employer 
to offer hours of work in a week where the employee was not expected to work or require an 
employer to offer hours of work in a week where the employer’s business is not being carried 
out – see Section 16 of the Bill as passed by Dáil Éireann (subsection 13 of new section 18A to 
be inserted into the 1997 Act). 

Finally, it should be noted that the definition of employee does not change on foot of the 
Bill.  If the inspectors employed by the Irish Organic Association currently meet the definition 
of employee within the Terms of Employment (Information) Act 1994 or  the Organisation of 
Working Time Act 1997, they will continue to be regarded as employees under those Acts  when 
the Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill is enacted.

For all the above reasons, I do not consider that the exemption sought by the IAO is neces-
sary or appropriate.

02/10/2018WREE01400Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

02/10/2018WREE01500597. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the length of the progression rule for course completion for level 5 and 6 courses for 
qualification for back to education allowance will be reviewed; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39711/18]

02/10/2018WREE01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
back to education allowance (BTEA) is a scheme that allows persons in receipt of certain so-
cial welfare payments the opportunity to pursue a course of study, while still maintaining their 
income support, subject to satisfying a number of conditions.  The conditions include progress-
ing in the level of education held by an applicant with reference to the national framework of 
qualifications.  

There are a number of instances where the progression rule may be waived.  For instance, 
where a person holds a Level 5 or Level 6, the progression rule can be waived if their previous 
qualification was obtained three years prior to re-entry into education and applicant satisfies the 
other BTEA criteria. The course must also be deemed to enhance a person’s job prospects. If 
the Deputy has a particular case, they should request my Department to examine the specific 
circumstances.

Overall, it is important to note that the purpose of the BTEA is to raise educational and skill 
levels so as to improve a welfare recipient’s employment prospects.  Progression in education 
is a condition which is not unique to BTEA.  State support for education purposes is grounded 
on a student progressing from one qualification level to a higher one. 

My Department has no plans to change the current rules for progression at this time. 

I trust this clarifies the situation for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WREE01700Invalidity Pension Applications
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02/10/2018WREE01800598. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection when an invalidity pension application by a person (details supplied) will be 
processed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39757/18]

02/10/2018WREE01900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.  

A claim for IP was received from the person concerned on the 23 January 2018.  The person 
concerned was refused IP on the grounds that the contribution conditions for the scheme were 
not satisfied. She was notified on 29 January 2018 of this decision, the reasons for it and of her 
right of review and appeal. 

The person concerned requested a review of this decision and submitted further evidence in 
support of her request. Following a review of all the information available the deciding officer 
is satisfied that the conditions for the scheme are satisfied.

The lady referred to has been awarded IP with effect from the 25 January 2018.  Payment 
will issue to her nominated bank account on the 18 October 2018.  Any arrears due from 25 
January 2018 to 17 October 2018 (less any overlapping social welfare payment) will issue in 
due course.  The lady in question was notified of this decision on the 01 October 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WREE02000Disability Allowance Applications

02/10/2018WREE02100599. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection when the disability allowance section will be in a position to process an 
application by a person (details supplied) whose domiciliary allowance has ceased; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39758/18]

02/10/2018WREE02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that my department received an application for disability 
allowance from this lady on 4 September 2018. On completion of the necessary investigations 
on all aspects of the claim a decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified 
directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual DA claims may vary in accordance with their relative 
complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circumstances and the 
information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WREE02300Social Welfare Benefits Payments

02/10/2018WREE02400600. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if appropriate provision in the sum of €257 million has been made in order to ensure that 
the Christmas bonus is paid out to the 1.2 million long-term social welfare recipients entitled to 
same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39782/18]

02/10/2018WREE02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
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Christmas Bonus was abolished in the 2009 Supplementary Budget and was partially reinstated 
as a 25% payment in 2014.  This increased to 75% in 2015 and the Bonus was paid at 85% in 
2016 and 2017.

The decision to pay a Christmas Bonus, and the rate of payment, is usually made as part 
of the Budget process.  The cost of paying an 85% bonus, as in 2016 and 2017, is estimated at 
€220.3 million. 

As in previous years when a Bonus was subsequently paid, the Department’s estimates do 
not include the cost of a Bonus payment. However, I recently announced that a Christmas Bo-
nus will be paid this year.

The decision regarding the payment of a Bonus in 2018, including the rate at which it is to 
be paid, has to be consistent with the legal requirements set out in the domestic Fiscal Respon-
sibility Acts 2012 and 2013 and the targets set for Ireland by the EU Stability and Growth Pact.

02/10/2018WREE02600Social Welfare Benefits

02/10/2018WREE02700601. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to reintroduce a specific allowance (details supplied). [39877/18]

02/10/2018WREE02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Diet 
supplement, administered under the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, is pay-
able to qualifying persons, in receipt of the supplement prior to February 2014, who have been 
prescribed a special diet as a result of a specified medical condition. There are currently 2,500 
in receipt of diet supplement at a cost of €1.4 million in 2018.

Following the outcome of a review of the costs of healthy eating and specialised diets by the 
Irish Nutrition and Dietetic Institute commissioned by the Department during 2013, the scheme 
has been closed to new applicants from 1 February 2014. The research showed that the aver-
age costs across all of the retail outlets of the diets supplemented under the scheme can be met 
from within one third of the minimum personal rate of social welfare payment, i.e. the SWA rate 
which was then paid at €186 per week. The weekly rate of SWA has increased to €196 further 
to Budget 2018. The diet supplement scheme was discontinued for new applicants on the basis 
of this evidence. 

Existing recipients continue to receive the diet supplement at the current rate of payment 
for as long as they continue to have an entitlement to the scheme or until their circumstances 
change. This measure ensured that nobody was immediately worse off by the closure of the 
scheme. 

In cases of particular hardship, officials continue to have the legislative power to award a 
SWA payment in cases of exceptional need. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WREE02900Working Family Payment Applications

02/10/2018WREE03000602. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a working family payment application by a person (details supplied); when a deci-
sion is expected; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39879/18]
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02/10/2018WREE03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is a weekly tax-free payment which provides additional in-
come support to employees on low earnings with children.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 18th September 2018.

The applicant has been awarded WFP for 52 weeks with effect from 16th August 2018 to 
14th August 2019.

The first weekly payment and all arrears owing issued to the person’s nominated bank ac-
count on Thursday 27th September 2018. The applicant has been paid to date.

The person concerned was notified on 24th September 2018 of this decision and of their 
right of review and appeal.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WREE03200Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

02/10/2018WREE03300603. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will address a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if a system can 
be put in place to resolve this issue. [39895/18]

02/10/2018WREE03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Deputy has raised the concerns of an individual who is self-employed in relation to access to 
social welfare payments from my Department.  It should be noted that where an individual, 
whether employed or self employed, does not qualify for a benefit payment based on their social 
insurance contribution status or history, my Department may be able to assist in other ways.  For 
example self employed contributors can apply for a means tested jobseeker’s benefit payment 
or seek assistance from their Community Welfare Officer.

 Self-employed workers, who earn €5,000 or more in a contribution year, are liable for 
PRSI at the class S rate of 4%, subject to a minimum annual payment of €500.  This provides 
them with access to the following benefits: State pension (contributory), widow’s, widower’s or 
surviving civil partner’s pension (contributory), guardian’s payment (contributory), maternity 
benefit, adoptive benefit, paternity benefit and treatment benefit (from March 2017).  Entitle-
ment to invalidity pension was extended to the self-employed from December 2017.

This compares favourably with employees who, in general, are liable to the PRSI Class A 
rate of 4%.  In addition their employers are liable to PRSI at the rate of 8.6% on weekly earn-
ings up to and including €376 or at the rate of 10.85% where weekly earnings exceed €376.  
Accordingly the combined rate of PRSI rate paid in respect of Class A employees is 12.6% or 
14.85%, depending on the level of weekly earnings.  These Class A employees are entitled to 
the full range of social insurance benefits.   

The issue of extending additional social insurance benefits to the self-employed paying 
Class S PRSI was considered in the Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance fund (SIF) as at 
31 December, 2015, which I published in October 2017.  The review, required by legislation, 
was carried out by independent consultants, KPMG.  It examines the projected income and ex-
penditure of the SIF over the course of the 55 year period from 2016 to 2071.

The review found that the fund currently has a modest surplus of income over expenditure.  
In 2016 there was a surplus of €0.4 billion on expenditure of €8.8 billion and receipts of €9.2 
billion.  The fund is expected to return to a deficit situation in coming years as the ageing of 
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the population impacts.  Projections indicate that, in the absence of further action to tackle the 
shortfall, the excess of expenditure over income of the fund will increase significantly over the 
medium to long term.  The shortfall in expenditure over income is projected to increase from 
€0.2 billion in 2020 to €3.3 billion by 2030 and to €22.2 billion by 2071.  It should be noted 
that as self-employed workers would be eligible to apply for invalidity pension from December 
2017, the cost of this introduction was factored into the actuarial review’s findings.

As part of the review the independent consultants were required to project the additional 
PRSI expenditure if invalidity pension and illness, jobseeker’s and carer’s benefits were ex-
tended to Class S self-employed workers and the PRSI contribution rates required to provide 
these benefits on a revenue neutral basis.

The review found that the combined cost of introducing the invalidity, illness, jobseeker’s 
and carer’s benefits for PRSI Class S contributions is estimated to be €118 million in 2018, ris-
ing steadily to €223 million in 2020.  By 2025 the projected cost is €413 million and, over the 
period of the review the cost would rise to €1.3 billion in 2071.  

The review indicates that, where these benefits are extended to the self-employed, the Class 
S rate of PRSI contribution would need to increase substantially in order to ensure that the 
benefits are delivered in a revenue neutral manner.  It estimates that when expenditure on the 
additional benefits is considered over the entire projection period, PRSI rates would need to 
increase by 94% under a scenario of no subvention from the exchequer.  This is equivalent to an 
increase of the Class S contribution rate from the current 4% rate to 7.8%.

This increased contribution is attributable to the costs of extending these additional benefits 
to PRSI Class S contributors.  It does not take account of the value to PRSI Class S contribu-
tors of access to the range of existing benefits, and in particular State pension contributory.  The 
consultants estimated that the typical cost of State pension (contributory) on its own is of the 
order of 10% to 15%, depending on other factors including rate of average earnings and date 
of commencing paying PRSI.  Adding in the other benefits referenced the total Class S rate of 
contribution to ensure revenue neutrality would be of the order of 20% per annum.

The findings of the Review will play an important role in informing the overall debate on 
policy developments in relation to the SIF in the years ahead, including the financial sustain-
ability of the Fund given the expected demographic challenges and consideration of extending 
the scope of benefits for workers generally, including the self-employed.

The individual in question could make contact with her local Intreo office, to establish if 
she qualifies for a means tested payment, such as jobseekers’ allowance, or for other supports 
available from my department. 

I hope this information is of assistance to the Deputy.

02/10/2018WREE03500Carer’s Allowance Appeals

02/10/2018WREE03600604. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason the appeals office has not received a file from the carer’s allowance sec-
tion in respect of an appeal by a person (details supplied) lodged on 25 July 2018; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39919/18]

02/10/2018WREE03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
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adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
the 25 January 2018.

The application was awarded to the person concerned on 14 May 2018 and the first payment 
issued to her nominated bank account on 17 May 2018.  

Arrears of allowance due from 1 February 2018 to 16 May 2018 also issued.

The person concerned was notified on 14 May 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and of 
her right of review and appeal.

On 25 May 2018 a request for a review was received, the outcome of the review is that the 
original decision is confirmed.  

The person concerned was notified on 18 July 2018 of this outcome, the reason for it and of 
her right of appeal. 

My department were notified on 27 July 2018 that the person concerned had appealed this 
decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  

A submission in support of the decision has been prepared and has been submitted with the 
file to the SWAO for determination on 27 September 2018. All appeal submissions cases are 
reviewed in full before being submitted to the SWAO and this can take some time, depending 
on the number of appeals received.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WREE03800Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

02/10/2018WREE03900605. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if additional time to collate required information in respect of an application for rent 
allowance by a person (details supplied) will be facilitated; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39944/18]

02/10/2018WREE04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
purpose of Rent Supplement is to assist eligible persons living in private rented accommoda-
tion, where they are unable to provide for their accommodation costs from their own resources 
and where they do not have accommodation available to them from any other source.

In order to establish eligibility and means under legislation, certain information/documenta-
tion is required in order to complete this assessment.

The person concerned has a pending application for Rent Supplement, registered on 14/9/18. 
Correspondence was issued to the person concerned on 24/9/18 advising her of outstanding 
documentation required and informing her that this should be submitted within 7 days in order 
that her application may be processed.

The date for receipt of the outstanding documentation requested has been extended to 
12/10/18 to allow the person concerned additional time to acquire and submit the relevant 
documentation.  

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 
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02/10/2018WREE04100Carer’s Allowance Appeals

02/10/2018WREE04200606. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal for a carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39969/18]

02/10/2018WREE04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
16 January 2018. 

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
disallowed the application on the grounds that the level of care being provided did not reach the 
level of full-time care.

The person concerned was notified on 30 July 2018 of this decision, the reasons for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

A review of this decision was requested on 21 August 2018. The review confirmed the origi-
nal decision to disallow the application.  The person concerned was notified of the outcome on 
27 September 2018.

No appeals has been received to date. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WREE04400Illness Benefit Applications

02/10/2018WREE04500607. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if an application for illness benefit by a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [39970/18]

02/10/2018WREE04600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Illness benefit (IB) is a payment for persons who cannot work 
due to illness and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 
The person concerned made a claim for IB on 24th May 2018. This claim was disallowed as 
the person concerned did not satisfy the qualifying conditions for payment of IB. The person 
concerned was notified of this decision. 

The person concerned subsequently advised the Department that they were employed else-
where within the EU. The EU record was requested and has now been received. Receipt of this 
information confirmed that they satisfy the contribution criteria for IB.  

Accordingly, payment will issue this week and will be paid up to 31st July 2018 when their 
entitlement ceases as the person concerned returned to work.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WREE04700Disability Allowance Appeals
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02/10/2018WREE04800608. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of an application by a person (details supplied) seeking a review of the deci-
sion to refuse the person’s application for disability allowance; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40007/18]

02/10/2018WREE04900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Based on the evidence supplied in support of this person’s ap-
plication, his application for disability allowance (DA) was disallowed on the grounds that the 
medical qualifying condition was not satisfied. The person in question was notified in writing 
of this decision on 5 April 2018.

They requested a review of the decision by a deciding officer (DO) and submitted additional 
medical evidence for consideration on 20 June 2018. 

On 27 September 2018 they were asked to supply supporting documentation required by the 
DO in order to make a decision on their eligibility.  On receipt of this information a decision 
will be made and he will be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WREE05000Insolvency Payments Scheme Applications

02/10/2018WREE05100609. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress made to date regarding a case (details supplied) and the insolvency pay-
ments scheme; if this case can be brought to a conclusion in view of the time that has elapsed 
since the case was lodged; if she will correspond with the persons concerned and provide them 
with an update on same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40076/18]

02/10/2018WREE05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Insolvency Payments Scheme operates under the Protection of Employees (Employers’ Insol-
vency) Act 1984, as amended.  The purpose of the Insolvency Payments Scheme is to protect 
certain outstanding pay-related entitlements due to employees in the event of the insolvency of 
their employer. These include wages, holiday pay, sick pay, payment in lieu of minimum notice 
and certain pension contributions.   

I appreciate that the case referred to is a longstanding claim under the Insolvency Payment 
Scheme, however I can assure you that the claim is currently under consideration. The Depart-
ment is not currently in a position to make a final decision on the eligibility of the claim but will 
provide an update to the persons concerned as soon as possible. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

02/10/2018WREE05300Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WREE05400610. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection the cost of her Department’s stand at the National Ploughing Championships 
2018; the number of staff deployed from her Department for the week; and the cost of same. 
[40352/18]

02/10/2018WREE05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The Department arranges an official stand at important events such as the National Ploughing 
Championships as we believe these are important opportunities for face-to-face engagement 
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with our customers and the general public. The aim of such events is to provide information to 
customers and to increase awareness of the wide range of services and supports provided by the 
Department. 

A total of 18 staff members attended the event over the three days of the event, with an aver-
age of 8 staff in attendance on the stand each day, all dedicated to answering customer enquiries 
and providing customers with detailed information, booklets, forms and providing service ap-
pointments.

Department staff also provided group and individual demonstrations on how to access and 
use the Departments online service “MyWelfare.ie”, which provides access to range of welfare 
services online, as well as arranging SAFE registration appointments for customers, on request. 

The Department uses a reusable and configurable stand for attendance at various events 
throughout the year, including the national ploughing championships. Therefore no extra costs 
were incurred for a stand. 

The total cost of DEASP attending the Ploughing Championships in 2018 was €8,440.00 
including VAT.

Stand pitch cost                                  €6,595.00 
Stand equipment, set up and break down of 
stand 

 €1,845.00

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/10/2018WRFF00200Building Regulations Compliance

02/10/2018WRFF00300611. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if the original developers are responsible for rectifying fire safety defects in a 
multi-unit development in cases in which there are multiple owners, including private owners’ 
receivers in which the receivers are also the developers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39423/18]

02/10/2018WRFF00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In the first instance, primary responsibility for compliance with 
the requirements of the Building Regulations rests with the designers, builders and owners of 
buildings.  The purpose of the Building Regulations is to protect the health, safety and welfare 
of people in and around buildings. Part B of the Second Schedule to the Building Regulations 
deals with Fire Safety.

Building defects, including fire safety defects, are in general, matters for resolution between 
the contracting parties involved: the homeowner, management companies, the builder, the de-
veloper and/or their respective insurers, structural guarantee or warranty scheme.  It is incum-
bent on the parties responsible for poor workmanship and/or the supply of defective materials to 
face up to their responsibilities and take appropriate action to provide remedies for the affected 
homeowners. Where problems cannot be resolved through dialogue or mediation it may be 
necessary to seek enforcement through the courts. In cases where the developer is in receiver-
ship, any defects should be brought to the attention of the receiver as soon as possible.  Where 
homeowners are concerned that due to defects in their home there may be a risk to Health and 
Safety, advice should be sought from a competent professional. 

In addition, when a building is constructed and occupied, statutory responsibility for safety 
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is assigned by section 18(2) of the Fire Services Acts, 1981 & 2003, to the ‘person having con-
trol’ of the building. The person having control is required to take reasonable measures to guard 
against the outbreak of fire and to ensure the safety of persons in the event of fire. In multi-unit 
developments, the “person having control” is generally the Owner Management Company.

The provisions of the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011, set out the means by which prob-
lems relating to the ownership and management of the common areas of both existing and new 
multi-unit developments can be addressed.  The Act also aims to facilitate the fair and effective 
management of those bodies responsible for the management of such areas. The Multi-Unit De-
velopments Act 2011 falls under the remit of my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality.

02/10/2018WRFF00500Wind Energy Guidelines

02/10/2018WRFF00600612. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when he expects to publish the updated wind farm construction guidelines. [39604/18]

02/10/2018WRFF00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department is currently undertaking a focused review of the 2006 Wind Energy Development 
Guidelines.  As part of the overall review, a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) is be-
ing undertaken on the revised Guidelines before they come into effect, in accordance with the 
requirements of EU Directive 2001/24/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and 
programmes on the environment, otherwise known as the SEA Directive. 

SEA is a process by which environmental considerations are required to be fully integrated 
into the preparation of plans and programmes which act as frameworks for development con-
sent, prior to their final adoption, with public consultation as part of that process.  Following a 
tendering process, my Department appointed SEA experts in December 2017 to assist in this re-
gard.  It is expected that a public consultation on the revised draft Guidelines, together with the 
comprehensive environmental report under the SEA process, will be commenced in the coming 
weeks, with the aim of issuing the finalised Guidelines, following detailed analysis and con-
sideration of the submissions and views received during the consultation phase, in early 2019.

When finalised, the revised Guidelines will be issued under Section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  Planning authorities and, where applicable, An Bord 
Pleanála must have regard to guidelines issued under Section 28 in the performance of their 
functions generally under the Planning Acts.  In the meantime, the current 2006 Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines remain in force.

02/10/2018WRFF00800Valuation Office

02/10/2018WRFF00900613. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason the Valuation Office is seeking a revaluation for rates purposes in view of the 
fact that the property owners gave a comprehensive report as late as 2017 and in further view 
of the fact that the revaluation comes at a significant cost to the property owner to prepare 
the required documentation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39936/18]

02/10/2018WRFF01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
While the Valuation Office came under the aegis of my Department on 1 January 2018, section 
9(10) of the Valuation Act 2001 (as amended) provides that the Commissioner of Valuation is 
independent in the performance of his or her functions, and decisions with regard to the selec-
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tion of rating authority areas for revaluation is his or her prerogative.  The Commissioner has 
responsibility under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015 to maintain a valuation list, of all com-
mercial properties in each Local Authority area, which is used to calculate the rates due from 
individual ratepayers. 

The Valuation Office is currently engaged in a national revaluation programme, the immedi-
ate objective of which is to ensure that the first revaluation of all rating authority areas in over 
150 years is conducted across the country, as soon as possible, and on a phased basis.  This is 
a welcome and positive development on which considerable progress has been made in recent 
years. 

The purpose of revaluation is to bring more equity, fairness and transparency into the local 
authority rating system and to distribute the commercial rates liability across businesses more 
equitably, based on modern business circumstances.  Following revaluation there is a much 
closer and uniform relationship between contemporary rental values of property and the com-
mercial rates liability of properties.  In essence, the exercise aims to ensure that each ratepayer 
bears a fair share of the business rates burden relative to the modern rental value of the property 
that they occupy. 

I am informed by the Valuation Office that the part of the National Revaluation Programme 
known as REVAL2019 commenced in October 2017 with the signing of Valuation Orders for 
Cavan, Fingal, Louth, Meath, Monaghan, Tipperary, Wexford and Wicklow rating authority 
areas. The new valuations for the eight areas undergoing revaluation will be published in 2019, 
and become effective for rates purposes from 2020 onwards.  Revaluation 2019 will result in 
the revaluation of approximately 31,000 commercial and industrial properties. This includes the 
Fingal County Council rating authority area which is undergoing a second Revaluation.

One of the first steps of REVAL2019 was that a request for information, under Section 46 
of the Valuation Act 2001 (as amended), was issued in October last year to each rateable prop-
erty in each of the local authority rating areas being revalued. The information sought included 
details of occupation, whether the property was held leasehold or freehold, the nature of busi-
ness being carried out in the property and the physical size of the property.  The occupier of the 
property referred to in the Deputy’s question received such a request and provided the relevant 
information in January this year.

As part of the revaluation process, I am advised by the Valuation Office that it requests 
more detailed information in respect of certain types of business including fuel/oil depots. This 
is provided for in Section 45 of the Valuation Act 2001 (as amended). This information can 
include information on the company’s accounts certified by a suitably qualified individual such 
as an accountant. 

The information requested by way of a Section 45 Notice is normally more trade related 
and commercially sensitive than that requested under Section 46. In this regard, a significant 
number of requests for information under Section 45 have issued in recent months, including 
to the occupier of the property referenced in the Deputy’s question. The occupier has been in 
contact with the Valuation Office to advise that the relevant information will be provided later 
this month.

Conducting a revaluation is an extensive, evidence-based statutory process principally gov-
erned by the procedures and timelines set out in the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015 with the ex-
press objective of achieving both “Correctness” and “Equity & Uniformity” for ratepayers. The 
information provided by occupiers is highly significant in supporting this objective.
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02/10/2018WRFF01100Mortgage to Rent Scheme Eligibility

02/10/2018WRFF01200614. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to revise the mortgage-to-rent scheme income criteria to exclude overtime 
worked; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40094/18]

02/10/2018WRFF01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Mortgage to Rent (MTR) scheme introduced in 2012 is targeted at those households in 
mortgage arrears who are eligible for social housing support whose mortgage is unsustainable 
and who have very limited options, if any, to meet their long-term housing needs themselves.  
One of the main criteria underpinning the MTR scheme is that it is a social housing option and 
therefore is targeted at those borrowers in arrears who qualify for social housing support as 
prescribed by the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011.  

It is a matter for individual housing authorities to assess a household’s income for social 
housing support eligibility in accordance with the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 
which prescribe maximum net income limits for each housing authority, in different bands ac-
cording to the area, with income being defined and assessed according to a standard Household 
Means Policy. 

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band are based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country.  As part of the broader social 
housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for social housing supports is underway. 
The Housing Agency is carrying out the detailed statistical work which will underpin this re-
view on behalf of my Department. The review will obviously have regard to current initiatives 
being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and will be completed when the 
impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.  

02/10/2018WRFF01400Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRFF01500615. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the communications, press and public relations budget allocated to his Department for 2018; the 
way in which it is being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39375/18]

02/10/2018WRFF01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Press and public relations functions are generally undertaken by the officials in my Depart-
ment’s Press Office.  All press office costs are met from my Department’s allocated Exchequer 
Vote.  Details of any relevant expenditure by my Department are currently being collated in-
sofar as is possible and will be forwarded to the Deputy in accordance with Standing Orders.

02/10/2018WRFF01700Social and Affordable Housing Data

02/10/2018WRFF01800616. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of rapid build units delivered in each of the years 2016, 2017 and to date 
in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39441/18]

02/10/2018WRFF01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department is working closely with all local authorities in relation to increasing and accelerat-
ing the delivery of a range of social housing programmes and supports, including through the 



Questions - Written Answers

286

use of rapid build methodologies.  

Under my Department’s Social Housing Capital programme, 208 Rapid Delivery homes 
were completed during 2016 and 2017. 22 of these were delivered in 2016, increasing substan-
tially to 186 new social homes delivered in 2017. 

79 new Rapid Delivery social housing homes have been delivered up to the end of Q2 this 
year, with a further 132 units across 6 schemes scheduled for completion before the end of the 
year. An additional 26 rapid build projects, set to yield a further 686 new social housing homes, 
are now being advanced.

Local authorities have been advised that rapid build approaches should increasingly become 
the norm in terms of delivering social housing projects and my Department will continue to 
engage with local authorities to this end.

02/10/2018WRFF02000Tenant Purchase Scheme Review

02/10/2018WRFF02100617. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of proposed changes to the tenant purchase scheme; if a provision will be put in place 
in this scheme by which applicants who may not meet the criteria can be given the opportunity 
to make a once-off payment in full for the property; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39462/18]

02/10/2018WRFF02200621. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the changes he plans to make to the tenant purchase scheme; the timeframe for the introduction 
of these changes; his plans to introduce a measure by which tenants can purchase a property 
with a lump sum payment even if they do not meet the eligibility criteria currently in place; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39473/18]

02/10/2018WRFF02300628. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he is in the process of completing a review of the tenant incremental purchase scheme 
for local authority housing; if he will consider expanding the criteria to include those who may 
be in receipt of social protection payments, especially old age pensioners and those who would 
be able to demonstrate their ability to purchase the property; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39664/18]

02/10/2018WRFF02400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 617, 621 and 628 together.

The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016.  The 
Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are 
available for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, includ-
ing having a minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of 
social housing support for at least one year.

The minimum reckonable income for eligibility under the scheme is determined by the 
relevant local authority in accordance with the detailed provisions of the Ministerial Direction 
issued under Sections 24(3) and (4) of the 2014 Act. In the determination of the minimum reck-
onable income, local authorities include income from a number of different sources and classes, 
such as from employment, private pensions, maintenance payments and certain social welfare 
payments, including pensions, where the social welfare payment is secondary to employment 
income. 
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In determining reckonable income, the income of all tenants of the house, including adult 
children that are joint tenants, is included, as is the income of the spouse, civil partner or other 
partner / co-habitant of a tenant who lives in the house with them, thus ensuring the appropriate 
level of discount is applied to the purchase price.

The minimum income criterion was introduced in order to ensure the sustainability of the 
scheme.  Applicants must demonstrate that they have an income that is long-term and sustain-
able in nature. This ensures that the tenant purchasing the house is in a financial position, as the 
owner, to maintain and insure the property for the duration of the charged period, in compliance 
with the conditions of the order transferring the ownership of, and responsibility for, the house 
from the local authority to the tenant.

In line with the commitment given in Rebuilding Ireland, a review of the first 12 months of 
the Scheme’s operation has been undertaken. The review has incorporated analysis of compre-
hensive data received from local authorities regarding the operation of the scheme during 2016 
and a wide-ranging public consultation process which took place in 2017 and saw submissions 
received from individuals, elected representatives and organisations.

The review is now complete and a full report has been prepared setting out findings and 
recommendations. In finalising the report some further consultation was necessary and due 
consideration had to be given to possible implementation arrangements. 

These matters are now almost completed and I expect to be in a position in the near future 
to publish the outcome of the review.

02/10/2018WRFF02500Social and Affordable Housing Data

02/10/2018WRFF02600618. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of Part V houses that have been allocated in the past two years by county; 
the number of units that will be coming on stream over the next two years by county; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39465/18]

02/10/2018WRFF02700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Statistical data in relation to Part V output published to end 2017 can be found on my Depart-
ment’s website at https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/affordable-housing/affordable-
housing-and-part-v-statistics. 

Additional Part V data relating to delivery to end Q2 2018 is available at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/attachments/social_housing_output_over-
view_q2_2018.xlsx  .

While my Department collects statistics on delivery of social housing by local authorities, 
allocations and tenanting are a matter for individual authorities and data is not held in relation 
to same.

Agreement on Part V arrangements are a matter for local authorities. The current options 
available to local authorities for Part V delivery are:

- the transfer of ownership of land, subject to the planning permission application, to a local 
authority for the provision of social housing remains the default option as is currently the case. 
The land option must be acceptable to the local authority, as well as the developer; 

- the building and transfer of ownership to the local authority, or persons nominated, of 
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completed social housing units on the site subject to the planning permission; 

- the transfer of ownership to the local authority, or persons nominated, of completed social 
housing units on other land; 

- the Part V obligation can now be fulfilled by developers through long term leasing of 
properties; and

- a combination of the options above.

Since 2015, the Part V condition must require that the agreement be entered into prior to 
the lodging of a commencement notice. This is a significant change, which should frontload the 
delivery of social housing units to the local authority. There is nothing to prevent local authori-
ties acquiring further units in a development outside of Part V, subject to any relevant policies 
and the agreement of my Department to funding for such units. 

With regard to future delivery of Part V homes, my Department formerly gathered statistical 
information on Part V agreements “in progress”, which can be found here: https://www.hous-
ing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/attachments/2fa5-pt-v-area-2014-2017_0.xlsx.

Many Part V agreements are, however, not fully actioned, as some planning permissions 
are not fully exercised. In addition, local authorities do not have control over the timing of Part 
V delivery on private developments and, therefore, this data could not be used as a reliable 
indicator of future delivery. However, it is estimated that, nationally, 590 Part V units will be 
delivered in 2018 and 1,100 in 2019.

02/10/2018WRFF02800Vacant Properties Data

02/10/2018WRFF02900619. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of vacant properties in Limerick city and county; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39468/18]

02/10/2018WRFF03000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Limerick City and County Council is taking an area-based and collaborative approach to ad-
dressing vacancy and dereliction of private housing in towns and villages in the City and Coun-
ty. The primary focus of programmes initially is in areas of high housing demand, and with a 
secondary focus of town and village renewal, improving public realm and regeneration of the 
Historic core in Limerick City. Staff are carrying out surveys of their districts with reference to 
Census and GeoDirectory information, identifying residential properties which may be targeted 
under the Buy and Renew and Repair and Lease Schemes.  These schemes have been advertised 
locally, and are being proactively promoted on the ground with staff linking with community 
groups, voluntary housing associations and encouraging citizen participation in identifying va-
cant properties. Information on vacant property is being collated and mapped, in order to gener-
ate a picture of real vacancy. Vacancy Officers provide advice and assistance and linkages to 
other colleagues in the Council utilising all mechanisms available to address vacancy and bring 
properties back into use. 

Limerick City and County Council carried out a City Centre Health Check (in 5 City Centre 
Electoral Districts) during January 2018. This analysis indicates that the number of vacant com-
mercial city centre properties was 943 (46% of the total commercial properties) and the number 
of vacant residential properties was 357 (representing 8% of the total residential properties in 
this area). 
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The Council is one of six local authorities that volunteered to participate in an ongoing va-
cancy pilot field survey, and has visually inspected areas within their administrative area which 
have been identified as being more likely to contain vacant dwellings based on the data sets 
available. Those dwellings identified by the Council as potentially vacant will be targeted with 
a view to identifying and engaging with the owners to advise them of the options available to 
them should they wish to bring their homes back into use.

All local authorities will continue to work on identifying recoverable residential homes as 
they have already been doing. This work may include carrying out desktop data drilling exer-
cises (into CSO/GeoDirectory statistics), “boots on the ground” inspections and subsequent 
identification of / engagement with property owners, with the aim of reactivating the greatest 
number of recoverable dwellings into the liveable housing stock.

02/10/2018WRFF03100Vacant Properties Data

02/10/2018WRFF03200620. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of vacant or void local authority houses under the control of Limerick City 
and County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39469/18]

02/10/2018WRFF03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department does not keep data on the number of vacant or void local authority houses at any 
point in time.  However, statistics in relation to social housing are compiled by the National 
Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) in its annual reports on Performance Indicators in 
Local Authorities.  These statistics are set out by local authority and include the percentage of 
total local authority dwellings that were vacant, with the most recent report relating to 2017.  
This report is available on the NOAC website at the following link: http://noac.ie/wp-content/
uploads/2018/09/NOAC-Performance-Indicators-Report-2017.pdf.

Question No. 621 answered with Question No. 617.

02/10/2018WRFF03500Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

02/10/2018WRFF03600622. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the cost of each seminar held on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 
by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39586/18]

02/10/2018WRFF03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
part of the preparation of the National Planning Framework (NPF), published together with the 
National Development Plan as part of Project Ireland 2040 earlier this year, my Department 
hosted a number of stakeholder engagement events. 

Public participation was a key element in developing the National Planning Framework 
since preparatory work began in late 2014 and to ensure the public was properly informed and 
engaged in the drafting of the framework. In addition, since the NPF was published, an infor-
mation seminar on the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund, launched under Project 
Ireland 2040, was held in Portlaoise on Monday 9th July last.

The details of costs incurred to date by my Department in relation to the various seminars 
on the National Planning Framework/Project Ireland 2040 are as follows: 
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Year Event Cost
2016 NPF initial stakeholder en-

gagement seminars x 3 
€7,860.64

2017 Public consultation launch 
events pre-draft NPF - May-
nooth, Dublin, Athlone, 
Cork, Sligo, Dundalk, Bal-
lymun, Waterford, Limerick, 
Derry, libraries workshops 
nationwide

€32,248.97

2018 Urban Regeneration and 
Development Information 
Seminar - Portlaoise

€6,573.86

Total €46,683.47

02/10/2018WRFF03800Social and Affordable Housing Provision

02/10/2018WRFF03900623. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if construction will commence as promised on the 54 housing units in St. Teresa’s 
Gardens in October 2018. [39596/18]

02/10/2018WRFF04000624. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the reason for the delay in the chosen developer starting on the 54 housing units 
on the St. Teresa’s Gardens site. [39597/18]

02/10/2018WRFF04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 623 and 624 together.

St. Teresa’s Gardens is a key regeneration project, the first phase of which will see the de-
livery of the 54 new social housing homes. As the project is currently moving through the final 
stages of a tendering and approval process, it would not be appropriate for me to comment on 
the specifics of the project or timelines. My Department is working very closely with Dublin 
City Council, who will be the contracting authority, so that Stage 4 approval can be issued and 
the contract awarded without delay. 

02/10/2018WRFF04300Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

02/10/2018WRFF04400625. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount spent by his Department on third party public relations advice, communi-
cations advice, online advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month 
and company engaged in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39642/18]

02/10/2018WRFF04500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
refer the reply to Question number 1007 of 20 March, 2018, which sets out the position to that 
date. The engagement of external expertise is generally only considered where the issues in-
volved require expert skills or capabilities that are not readily available within my Department. 
Press and public relations functions are undertaken by the officials in my Department’s Press 
Office. 

The details of any expenditure since 20 March 2018 are currently being compiled by my 
Department and will be forwarded to the Deputy in accordance with Standing Orders.
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02/10/2018WRFF04600Social and Affordable Housing Data

02/10/2018WRFF04700626. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the options taken by developers in respect of Part V for developments between 1 Janu-
ary 2016 and to date in 2018 under each of the headings section 96(3)(a) and section 96(3)(b) 
of Part V for counties Meath, Dublin, Kildare and Wicklow; the location of each site in respect 
of transfer of land; the number of building and transfer of houses, respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39651/18]

02/10/2018WRFF04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following the introduction of changes to Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
effected through the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 (the relevant sections of which 
were commenced with effect from 1 September 2015), the range of options available through 
which Part V obligations might be satisfied was reduced.  In particular, the payment of cash in 
lieu of homes or the transfer of sites or parts of sites was removed, and instead the remaining 
options are focused on the delivery of completed homes. 

The current options for Part V delivery are:

- the transfer of ownership of land, subject to the planning permission application, to a local 
authority for the provision of social housing (the default option);

- the building and transfer of ownership to the local authority, or persons nominated, of 
completed social housing homes on the site subject to the planning permission; 

- the transfer of ownership to the local authority, or persons nominated, of completed social 
housing homes on other land; 

- the long term leasing of social housing homes; and

- a combination of the options above.

My Department does not collect specific project by project details in regards to these op-
tions.  Overall statistical data in relation to Part V output to end 2017 is collected and is avail-
able on my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/affordable-housing/affordable-housing-and-
part-v-statistics. 

Additional statistical information on Part V delivery to end Q2 2018 is available at the fol-
lowing link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/attachments/social_housing_output_over-
view_q2_2018.xlsx.

02/10/2018WRFF04900Social and Affordable Housing Provision

02/10/2018WRFF05000627. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of a Part 8 development (details supplied) in County Wicklow; if his Depart-
ment has released funds to the local authority to commence the project; if his attention has been 
drawn to issues concerning access to the site and-or engagements with other property owners in 
respect of gaining access to the site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39653/18]

02/10/2018WRFF05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 



Questions - Written Answers

292

Department approved a Stage 4 application and associated funding of €1.1m for this scheme 
in July 2018 and it is now a matter for Wicklow County Council to progress the scheme to 
construction. Funding in respect of fees and local authority administration costs have been 
recouped to date.

My Department engages with all local authorities, including Wicklow County Council, on a 
regular basis regarding the delivery of social housing. This includes structured quarterly meet-
ings to review progress on all projects.  In terms of site access, I am informed that in the case of 
Kilmantain Place, a Traffic Management Plan is awaited from the contractor. 

Question No. 628 answered with Question No. 617.

02/10/2018WRGG00200Seaweed Harvesting Licences

02/10/2018WRGG00300629. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the position regarding a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied) regard-
ing seaweed harvesting rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39688/18]

02/10/2018WRGG00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I replied to the correspondence referred to on 29 August last. 

In my response, I advised that I had recently clarified the legal position regarding the inter-
face between applications to my Department for licences to harvest wild seaweed and existing 
harvesting rights. My letter explained that in conjunction with the Attorney General, it had been 
established that there were: 

- appurtenant rights, which are generally confined in extent to the reasonable needs of the 
associated property, and 

- profit-a prendre, a right to take, which can be both appurtenant, relative to the needs of the 
property, or in-gross, not relative to the needs of the property.

I went on to inform that while the provisions of the Foreshore Act do not apply to indi-
viduals who hold rights to take seaweed, the matter of registration of such rights is one for the 
Property Registration Authority.  

With regard to Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) an invitation has been extended to Coiste 
Cearta Cladaí Chonamara to join the MSP Advisory Group which they have indicated they will 
accept.   

02/10/2018WRGG00500Social and Affordable Housing Funding

02/10/2018WRGG00600630. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of the commencement of the pilot cost rental scheme announced for Enni-
skerry, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39692/18]

02/10/2018WRGG00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
refer to the reply to Parliamentary Questions Nos 10 and 12 of 27 September 2018 which sets 
out the position with regard to this matter. 

02/10/2018WRGG00800Local Authority Housing
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02/10/2018WRGG00900631. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of second-hand houses and dwellings purchased by each local authority in 
2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39756/18]

02/10/2018WRGG01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details on the number of properties constructed, purchased and leased by all local authorities, 
for letting to those on the social housing waiting lists, are available on my Department’s website 
at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/
overall-social-housing-provision.

02/10/2018WRGG01100Local Authority Housing

02/10/2018WRGG01200632. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to allow local authorities to add additional rooms to local authority houses under 
their remit on the grounds of overcrowding only and in circumstances where no alternative ac-
commodation is available or suitable; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39759/18]

02/10/2018WRGG01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department provides capital funding to all Local Authorities to undertake adaptations and ex-
tensions to their existing social housing stock under the Disabled Persons Grant (DPG) Scheme. 
The scheme applies to extensions that are needed to address over-crowding and the needs of 
older people or people with a disability, who may require stair lifts or the installation of a down-
stairs bedroom or bathroom. 

The total Exchequer funding allocated under the DPG scheme has increased by over 15% to 
€14m in 2018 in comparison with €12m in 2017 and my Department issued indicative alloca-
tions in respect of this scheme to all local authorities in July 2018. 

02/10/2018WRGG01400Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

02/10/2018WRGG01500633. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of local infrastucture housing activation fund, LIHAF, contracts in circumstanc-
es in which the land and planning permission are being sold to a third party that was not party 
to the original LIHAF contract with the local authority.  [39762/18]

02/10/2018WRGG01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The aim of the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund is to relieve critical infrastruc-
tural blockages to enable the accelerated delivery of housing on key development sites and to 
improve the economic viability of new housing projects in Dublin and in other urban areas with 
high demand for housing.  

Thirty public infrastructure projects have been approved across 14 local authorities. Grant 
agreements have been signed by my Department with those local authorities in respect of the 
Exchequer funding element which is 75% of the project costs (capped at the grant amount), 
with the local authorities providing matching funding of 25%. The local authorities will build 
the infrastructure themselves using appropriate public procurement processes. In that regard, 
local authorities must provide evidence that they have acquired the land necessary for the con-
struction of the infrastructure prior to engaging a contractor for the construction phase of the 
project where the majority of costs are incurred.

In advancing projects, local authorities have entered into local agreements with relevant 
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landowners in respect of land for the infrastructure that will be constructed and in respect of 
delivery of housing by the developers in a particular timeframe, and in any event before 2021.

Where in the course of the project, the land relevant to the project changes hands, the local 
authority must ensure that their local agreement is assigned to the purchaser. This has already 
occurred in respect of one project and no issues arose with the assignment of the local agree-
ment between the local authority and the new owner. 

The LIHAF grant agreement entered into with local authorities provides for the possibility 
of termination of grant funding, if the local authority is unable to proceed with the project or 
to meet the grant conditions.  My Department will monitor any changes in local agreements to 
ensure that the delivery targets remain unaffected and the local agreement obligations are suc-
cessfully transferred where such a scenario arises.

02/10/2018WRGG01700Irish Water

02/10/2018WRGG01800634. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the policy on Irish Water taking over private sewerage plants in cases where a local authority 
is taking a housing estate in charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39871/18]

02/10/2018WRGG01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department launched the National Taking-in-Charge Initiative (NTICI) in April 2016 to trial 
new approaches and working methods in supporting and accelerating overall national and local 
action on the process for taking-in-charge housing estates, including estates with developer-
provided water services infrastructure (DPI).  Under the terms of the NTICI, which was under-
pinned by €10 million in funding, developments subject to valid taking-in-charge applications 
were eligible for inclusion in the associated call for funding proposals. Ultimately, €7.5 million 
of the allocated funding was paid to local authorities in respect of 330 developments, containing 
some 14,930 homes.

Findings and recommendations from the NTICI process will be included in a report on 
the initiative that it is intended to publish shortly. The publication of the NTICI report will 
be of value to local authorities and other stakeholders in applying the lessons from the pilot 
programme in a more general roll-out of a streamlined approach to taking-in-charge, including 
through coordination with capital works by Irish Water. 

In addition, the National Development Plan includes a provision of €31 million for DPI in 
the period 2018-2021, demonstrating the Government’s commitment to transition from the pilot 
phase under NTICI to a programme phase.

My Department intends to write to local authorities to advise them of the future funding ar-
rangements for DPI-type housing estates that are not taken in charge, following the publication, 
shortly, of the review report on the 2016 NTICI.

02/10/2018WRGG02000Housing Assistance Payment

02/10/2018WRGG02100635. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to amend legislation to ensure that payments issued to landlords under the hous-
ing assistance payment, HAP, scheme issue as soon as an applicant signs up to HAP in view of 
the fact that landlords require rent in advance; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[39886/18]
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02/10/2018WRGG02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Assistance Payments (HAP) is deemed to be a social housing support under the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014. As a long term housing support, an assessment 
of housing need must be completed in order for a household to qualify for HAP. Any household 
with an identified housing need is eligible for HAP. The Social Housing Assessment Regula-
tions 2011 provide that subject to conditions, a housing authority shall deal with such an appli-
cation within a period of 12 weeks. Local authorities will prioritise housing needs assessments 
for those in greatest need and average waiting times are significantly shorter that the statutory 
maximum in many areas.

Under the HAP scheme, eligible households source their own accommodation in the private 
rented sector. The earliest date a HAP payment will be payable to a landlord is the date a com-
plete and valid HAP application has been received by the local authority.  Limerick City and 
County Council provide a highly effective transactional shared service on behalf of all HAP 
local authorities. This HAP Shared Service Centre (SSC) manage all HAP related rental trans-
actions for the tenant, local authority and landlord. Once a HAP application has been received 
and confirmed as valid by the relevant local authority, it is then processed by the HAP SSC. On 
average, HAP applications are processed by the HAP Shared Service Centre within 1 working 
day of receipt. Any rental payment arising for a given month will then be made to a landlord on 
the last Wednesday of that month. 

The HAP scheme has been structured in a way that most protects the Exchequer funding 
by ensuring that payment issues only on valid and complete applications. For this reason rent 
is paid in arrears and ensures that money is only paid in respect of time that the property has 
actually been occupied by the tenant. This practice also avoids a situation where the local au-
thority has to attempt to recover money from the landlord and simplifies the administration of 
the scheme. It is recognised that certain landlords seek rent in advance; however, the benefit of 
the HAP scheme is that it offers a security of regular monthly payment for the landlord from 
the SSC. 

At the end of Quarter 2 2018, there were more than 37,700 active tenancies in receipt of 
HAP support and  over 21,000 separate landlords and agents involved in providing accommo-
dation to those households. My Department continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme 
under review. 

02/10/2018WRGG02300Brexit Issues

02/10/2018WRGG02400636. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the measures taken to protect the housing market in the context of Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [39892/18]

02/10/2018WRGG02500637. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the areas in which he envisages potential risks to the housing sector associated with 
Brexit; the contingencies in place; his views on whether he has the resources required to prepare 
for this eventuality; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39893/18]

02/10/2018WRGG02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 636 and 637 together.

The extent to which Brexit will impact on the housing market is not clear at this point as it 
will be determined, at least in part, by the outcome of the negotiations between the EU and the 
UK.
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The risks and opportunities presented by Brexit generally, highlight the importance of adopt-
ing a strongly strategic approach to public capital investment as set out in the National Develop-
ment Plan.  In planning for the implications of Brexit, we are planning for significant population 
growth and for that growth to be sustainable.  To ensure that the economy remains competitive, 
the Plan includes, inter alia, significant investment in housing for a growing workforce.

The Government recently launched a new Getting Ireland Brexit Ready public awareness 
campaign which will provide information on the latest preparedness and support measures be-
ing taken by Government. This will include a series of outreach events across the country 
throughout October.

In the meantime, work continues apace across Government on Brexit preparedness and 
contingency planning.  As negotiations on a withdrawal agreement enter the final stages, my 
Department will continue to assess the particular risks to all aspects of its functional responsi-
bilities, including housing, bearing in mind that detailed negotiations on the exact nature of the 
future relationship cannot begin until after the UK formally ceases to be an EU Member State 
on 29 March 2019.

02/10/2018WRGG02800Housing Data

02/10/2018WRGG02900638. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the spend on housing units under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 
for 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39973/18]

02/10/2018WRGG03000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The total social housing delivery output for 2017 included 522 Part V homes and a breakdown 
of this delivery by local authority is published on my Department’s website at the following 
link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/attachments/2fa5-pt-v-area-2014-2017_0.
xlsx.

Of the 522 homes, 81 were delivered under the Social Housing Capital Investment Pro-
gramme (SHCIP); 12 homes were delivered under the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS); 163 
homes were delivered under the Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF); 142 homes were 
delivered through leasing and 124 homes were delivered by local authorities but were not sub-
mitted for recoupment of funding from my Department.

It is important to note that for all delivery programmes, Part V delivery and expenditure may 
not necessarily arise in the same calendar year, depending on timing of recoupment claims by 
local authorities and phased drawdown of funds.  However, in relation to Part V homes deliv-
ered in 2017, my Department has carried out an analysis of the average cost across all delivery 
streams and this is attached for information.

LA Total 
Part V 
output 
2017

SHCIP 
Part V 
output 
2017

Aver-
age 
Cost of 
SHCIP 
part V 
unit €

CAS 
Part V 
output 
2017

Aver-
age 
Cost of 
CAS 
Part V 
unit €

CALF 
Part V 
output 
2017

Aver-
age 
total 
cost of 
CALF 
Part V 
unit €

Aver-
age 
CALF 
Ap-
proved 
for 
CALF 
Part V 
unit €

Aver-
age 
annual 
P&A 
cost for 
CALF 
Part V 
unit €

Leased 
Part 
V unit 
output 
2017

Aver-
age 
annual 
P&A 
cost €

Non 
DH-
PLG 
funded 
Part V 
units 
output 
2017

Carlow 10 10   
184,395 

0 0

Cavan 1 1   
130,000 

0
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Clare 4 4   
222,500 

0 0

Cork City 0 0 0 0

Cork 
County

7 5   
179,772 

0 2

Donegal 0 0 0 0

Dublin 
City

56 1   
240,434 

0                  
- 

55

DLR 137 0 8     
266,476 

      
15,057 

   
20,021 

124     
14,210 

5

Fingal 101 11   
206,855 

66     
222,464 

      
32,511 

   
14,431 

24

Galway 34 2 32     
189,287 

      
56,474 

     
9,670 

0

Galway 
City

0 0   
137,512 

0 0

Kerry 0 0 0 0

Kildare 24 8   
181,240 

0 16

Kilkenny 3 0 3       
93,503 

      
13,090 

     
6,584 

0

Laois 1 1   
165,000 

0 0

Leitrim 0 0 0 0

Limerick 9 9   
169,215 

0 0

Longford 0 0 0 0

Louth 1 0 0 1

Mayo 0 0 0 0

Meath 23 0 12     
233,157 

      
61,458 

   
15,088 

11

Monaghan 5 5   
206,117 

0 0

Offaly 0 0 0 0

Roscom-
mon

0 0 0 0

Sligo 6 0 6 238157 0 0

South 
Dublin

80 10   
220,434 

6 200000 36     
257,496 

      
64,328 

   
15,346 

18     
13,754 

10

Tipperary 0 0 0 0

Waterford 13 13   
178,383 

0 0

Westmeath 0 0 0 0

Wexford 6 0 6     
203,846 

      
61,154 

     
9,384 

0

Wicklow 1 1   
315,000 

0 0

All LAs 522 81 12 163 142 124

02/10/2018WRGG03100Rental Accommodation Scheme Data

02/10/2018WRGG03200639. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of RAS tenancies active on 1 September 2018, by local authority area. [39992/18]

02/10/2018WRGG03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The most recent month for which relevant data is available is June 2018, at which point  there 
were a total of 19,336 active RAS tenancies, details of which, broken down by local authority, 
are set out in the following table.
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 No. of Active RAS Tenancies by Local Authority @ 30th June 2018
Local Authority Total All RAS
Carlow CC 519
Cavan CC 554
Clare CC 376
Cork City Cl. 839
Cork CC 892
Donegal CC 542
Dublin City Cl. 1874
Dublin South CC 1383
Dun-Rathdown CC 530
Fingal CC 689
Galway City Cl. 437
Galway Co. Cl. 336
Kerry CC 919
Kildare CC 631
Kilkenny CC 906
Laois CC 225
Leitrim CC 109
Limerick Ct & Co. 1104
Longford CC 206
Louth CC 119
Mayo CC 847
Meath CC 432
Monaghan CC 209
Offaly CC 133
Roscommon CC 416
Sligo CC 558
Tipperary  1142
Waterford City & Co. 693
Westmeath CC 602
Wexford CC 672
Wicklow CC 442
Total 19,336

02/10/2018WRGG03400Social and Affordable Housing

02/10/2018WRGG03500640. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the use of stage payments in turnkey social housing projects will be sanctioned to accel-
erate the uptake and delivery of these projects; if stage payments will be sanctioned on contracts 
agreed which have not commenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40093/18]

02/10/2018WRGG03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authorities have been making productive use of turnkey development opportunities to 
achieve delivery of new social housing since the commencement of the Rebuilding Ireland 
Action Plan. Under the procurement arrangements that apply to such transactions, an initial 
10% is usually paid as a deposit and the balance of the funding is provided on completion and 
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delivery of the housing units in a ‘turnkey’ condition.  An option for turnkey projects can also 
be to agree delivery on a phased basis, which allows for payment to be made to the developer 
on completion of each individual phase.

While I am always open to innovative approaches to housing delivery, I cannot depart from 
the procurement requirements that apply to ‘turnkey’ transactions.  I have been heartened by the 
strong level of successful delivery we have achieved around the country for new social housing 
using the turnkey approach, the evidence of which can be seen in the most recently published 
social housing construction quarterly status report, covering the period to the end of Quarter 
2 of 2018, which is available at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-
murphy-publishes-latest-social-housing-construction-report/  .

In many cases, the developments being supported through these turnkey arrangements 
would not go ahead without the certainty of the end purchaser and they are particularly benefi-
cial where local authorities have limited or no lands available for housing in an area.

02/10/2018WRGG03700Casual Trading Regulations

02/10/2018WRGG03800641. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to issue guidelines, directions or circular letters to ensure market places are 
provided and maintained; if his attention has been drawn to the recent closure of six weekend 
markets (details supplied) in summer 2018 in Dublin city centre; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40096/18]

02/10/2018WRGG03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
I have no function in relation to the provision or maintenance of market places, I have no plans 
to issue guidelines, directions or circular letters to local authorities in the matter. 

Casual trading is regulated in the Dublin City Council area through bye-laws made under 
the Casual Trading Act 1995, an Act for which my colleague, the Minister for Business, Enter-
prise and Innovation, has primary responsibility. 

02/10/2018WRGG04000Waterways Issues

02/10/2018WRGG04100642. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the timeframe for commencing the County Kildare part of the blueway; and the timeframe for 
completion of the blueway in County Kildare and the full blueway, respectively. [39620/18]

02/10/2018WRGG04200643. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the estimated cost of completing the blueway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39621/18]

02/10/2018WRGG04300644. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if there will be further consultation with the public on the blueway in County Kildare. 
[39622/18]

02/10/2018WRGG04400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 642 to 644, inclusive, together.

Waterways Ireland submitted a planning application to Kildare County Council, Laois 
County Council and Carlow County Council for the development of the Barrow towpath to en-
able it to become a Blueway.  The applications were refused planning permissions in February 
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2018 for the ‘river’ elements of the navigation.  Waterways Ireland have subsequently appealed 
those decisions to An Bord Pleanála and await their outcome. 

Waterways Ireland cannot give a timeframe for the development of the Barrow Blueway 
until An Bord Pleanála determine the appeal.

02/10/2018WRGG04700Departmental Expenditure

02/10/2018WRGG04800645. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
communications, press and public relations budget allocated to her Department for 2018; the 
way in which it is being spent; if it is behind or ahead of profile; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39368/18]

02/10/2018WRGG04900648. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the amount spent by her Department on third party public relations advice, communica-
tions advice, online advertising and public awareness campaigns to date in 2018, by month and 
company engaged in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39635/18]

02/10/2018WRGG05000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 645 and 648 together.

There is no specific allocation within my Department‘s Vote for communications, press and 
public relations.  These functions are primarily carried out by the Department’s Press & Infor-
mation Office, the costs of which are met from my Department’s Administrative Budget in the 
usual manner.

My Department also engages in specifically focused communications campaigns from time 
to time.  The Culture Ireland Unit has earlier this year engaged Mr. Nik Quaife on a 1 year 
contract for the provision of services including a communications strategy for its GB18 pro-
gramme, to celebrate and renew Ireland’s cultural relationship with Britain.  The total value of 
this contract is €50,000, with expenditure to date of €26,800.

The Creative Ireland Programme undertakes targeted citizen engagement programmes to 
get people involved in cultural and creative activity right across the country. I am advised that 
approximately €400,000 has been allocated from the Creative Ireland Programme Budget in 
2018 in relation to public engagement and commissioning digital content.  Expenditure to date 
in this regard is in the order of €177,000.  MB Arts International have been engaged on a two 
year contract to provide a range of contract services including citizen engagement and building 
partnerships.  Expenditure to date in this regard is €58,000.

The above mentioned expenditure is summarized in the following table.

Payee Subject Expenditure to Date 
Nik Quaife GB18 €26,800 
Mindshare Cruinniú na nÓg €49,000 
Big O Digital Content for Creative 

Ireland Website and other 
platforms 

€109,000 

MB Art International Services to Creative Ire-
land Programme  including 
citizen engagement, building 
partnerships

€58,000 
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As the Deputy will appreciate, the engagement of external groups for the provision of spe-
cialised services, including public relations firms, is dependent on a number of factors, includ-
ing the expertise and resources available within my Department.  In that context, value for 
money is at all times a critical consideration.  The relevant public procurement procedures were 
applied in the placing of all external contracts referred to above.

02/10/2018WRGG05100National Monuments

02/10/2018WRGG05200646. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of times she or her departmental officials have met with representatives of a company 
(details supplied) regarding the Moore Street site; her role and responsibilities in implementing 
the recommendations of the Moore Street, Securing History report published in March 2017. 
[39389/18]

02/10/2018WRGG05300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I have 
had three meetings with the company referred to, which my Department has also met from time 
to in relation to matters of shared concern with regard to the national monument buildings on 
Moore Street and the re-vitalization of the North Inner City and in particular, Upper O’Connell 
St, Moore St and surrounding areas. The current position in this case, and my role in relation to 
it, are set out in my response to the Second Stage motion in the Dáil on 20 September 2018 in 
relation to the National Monuments (The Moore Street Battlefield) Bill 2018 which is available 
on the Official Record.

02/10/2018WRHH00200Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

647. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the cost of each seminar held on Project Ireland 2040 up to and including September 2018 by 
her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39579/18]

02/10/2018WRHH00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment published and launched “Investing in our Culture, Heritage and Gaeltacht 2018-2027” 
as part of Project Ireland 2040 on 10th April 2018.  This ten-year plan sets out the Govern-
ment’s commitment to invest €1.2 billion capital in our cultural infrastructure.  As part of the 
launch, my Department organised an event in the newly refurbished National Gallery of Ireland 
which included three separate panel discussions comprising key stakeholders across the various 
policy areas of my Department, i.e. representing culture, heritage, Gaeltacht and Irish language 
sectors.  The aim was to provide a forum to interested parties from across the country to discuss 
the opportunities presented by the unprecedented capital investment in the sector.  The total cost 
of the seminar, held on April 10th was €64,162

  Question No. 648 answered with Question No. 645.

02/10/2018WRHH00600Greenways Development

02/10/2018WRHH00700649. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the plans to link Shannon Harbour and Dublin city centre with a greenway cycle and 
pedestrian path; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [39720/18]

02/10/2018WRHH00800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Grand Canal crosses Leinster from Ringsend in Dublin City to Shannon Harbour in Co. Offaly.  
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Its main line is 131km in length with the Naas and Corbally Branch adding a further 12km to 
the route and the Kilbeggan Branch adding an additional 13 km.  The towpath along the canal 
is fully in public ownership and provides a unique opportunity to provide a Greenway linking 
Grand Canal Dock in Dublin with Shannon Harbour in Co. Offaly.

Some work on the development of the Grand Canal towpath has already taken place in all 
Council areas, with approximately 24 km of the route completed to Greenway standard.

Waterways Ireland is currently working with Offaly County Council, Kildare County Coun-
cil, South Dublin Council and Dublin City Council to ensure the progression of planning per-
mission for those areas not yet developed as a walking and cycling route for recreational, tour-
ism and commuter purposes. 

All Local Authorities are keen to progress the development of the towpath and it is an-
ticipated that each Council area will submit Part 8 planning applications for the undeveloped 
sections in the autumn of 2018/spring of 2019.  Waterways Ireland is assisting this process by 
working closely with officials.  

Waterways Ireland, in collaboration with all the Local Authorities along the route of the 
Grand Canal, is currently working on the funding options to develop this route,  which, com-
bined with the Royal Canal Greenway, would constitute the longest Greenways in Ireland.  
Linked ultimately to the Royal towpath, the Grand Canal development would provide recre-
ational infrastructure, all largely off-road and already in public ownership of a type and breadth 
almost unprecedented in Europe 

02/10/2018WRHH00900Wildlife Protection

02/10/2018WRHH01000650. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
the owners of grasslands at a site (details supplied) will be directed in accordance with regula-
tions 27, 28 and or 29 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 
2011, SI 477 of 2011, to examine the management of these grasslands; if this measure will be 
taken in order to ensure the favourable condition of same lands upon which Brent geese, a pro-
tected species depend; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [39754/18]

Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): These 
lands, which were formerly playing fields, do not form part of a designated European site, are 
not an integral part of the core habitat for the Brent geese population, and I am not aware of any 
activity being carried out on the lands which meets any of the criteria for issuing of directions 
under the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011-2015.

02/10/2018WRHH01200Ulster Canal Restoration Project

651. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the funding provided in 2018 for restoration work on the Ulster Canal; the works which will be 
undertaken with such funding; the level of expenditure to date; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39802/18]

02/10/2018WRHH01400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In July 
2007, the North-South Ministerial Council (NSMC) agreed to a proposal to restore the section 
of the Ulster Canal from Upper Lough Erne to Clones.  Planning approvals for the project have 
been secured from the relevant authorities in the two jurisdictions.
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Government approval to restore a 2.5 km stretch of the Ulster Canal from Upper Lough 
Erne to the International Scout Centre at Castle Saunderson near Belturbet in Co. Cavan, was 
secured on 24th February 2015.   

Waterways Ireland is currently working on the first phase of reopening navigation from the 
Erne to Castle Saunderson on the Ulster Canal.  

To date over €2.8 m has been spent on the entire Ulster Canal project.  Expenditure of 
€1.133 m is forecast to complete navigation to Castle Saunderson in 2018.  

The works to complete this phase of the development are approaching finalisation.  The con-
tract to create the new 250 m bypass canal and new road bridge to provide navigation around 
the existing road bridge serving Derrykerrib Island, which has insufficient head height of navi-
gation, is in the final stages of completion. 

Work had been delayed over the winter of 2017/18 due to high water levels and is now com-
plete with the exception of the highway crash barriers which are due for delivery in October.  
Waterways Ireland is also working with Cavan County Council who are working to develop 
recreational amenities at Castlesaunderson including public moorings. 

Additional environmental information has been sought by An Bord Pleanála and work to 
provide public moorings cannot progress until planning approval is granted.  

Waterways Ireland anticipates expenditure of €1,133,000 in 2018 to complete this final 
phase of the work.

Waterways Ireland is also continuing work with the partners Monaghan County Council, 
Armagh City Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council, East Border Region Ltd. and Mid 
Ulster District Council to develop 22 km of Ulster Canal towpath from Smithborough, Co. 
Monaghan and Middletown, Co. Armagh funded through successful application to the Interreg 
VA sustainable transport measure.  The group have also completed development proposals for 
a Greenway strategy 

02/10/2018WRHH01500Arts Funding

652. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if she will seek the funding to provide a theatre (details supplied) with the necessary 
funding in order that it can continue to operate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[37273/18]

02/10/2018WRHH01700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment provides support for capital investment in cultural and arts facilities nationwide.  I 
understand that no application for capital funding has been received from the facility referred 
to in the question.  The question of current funding for cultural facilities would be a matter for 
the Arts Council or the local authority.

I understand that the organisation to which the Deputy refers will continue its performances 
through touring while its own premises is to be sold.

02/10/2018WRHH01800National Monuments

653. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
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tacht the timeframe for the sensitive restoration of 14-17 Moore Street; and her views on the 
urgency to commence the restoration. [40032/18]

02/10/2018WRHH02000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I refer 
the Deputy to my reply today to Parliamentary Question No. 93, Reference No. 39709/18, of 2 
October.

  Question No. 654 answered with Question No. 87.

02/10/2018WRHH02100Creative Ireland Programme

655. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the degree to which cultural activities encouraged and supported by her Department continue to 
become part of the national fabric; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40081/18]

02/10/2018WRHH02300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Cre-
ative Ireland Programme is a culture-based programme led by my Department designed to pro-
mote individual, community and national well-being.  Its core proposition is that participation 
in cultural activity drives personal and collective creativity, with significant implications for 
individual and societal well-being and achievement.

Under Pillar II - ‘Enabling Creativity in Every Community’ of the Programme, in 2018, my 
Department allocated a sum €2 m and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment allocated a sum of €1 m to all 31 local authorities (€96,000 each approximately) to enable 
them support an extensive programme of activities, events and initiatives in each county.  To 
date in 2018, 422 different initiatives around Ireland have been funded under Pillar II.  These 
include arts projects, grant schemes, concerts, conferences, exhibitions, festivals, outreach proj-
ects, publications, research programmes, and workshops among other activities.  They cover 
topics such as archaeology, architecture, biodiversity, crafts, heritage, dance, film, history, lit-
erature, music, photography, poetry, storytelling, theatre and the visual arts.

These activities form part of each local authority’s five-year Culture & Creative Strategies 
which were launched by me, An Taoiseach and the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government on the 12 September. 

These strategies highlight the critical role our Local Authorities play as providers and en-
ablers of cultural and creative experiences in communities across Ireland, with all of the vitally 
important social, and indeed economic, consequences that follow.  The strategies recognise that 
the arts and creative endeavours are crucial to society and community growth.  With collabora-
tion and shared purpose at the heart of the Creative Ireland Programme, each strategy provides 
meaningful opportunities for people and their communities, together with each Local Authority, 
to build and nurture a creative society.  All the strategies are available online at: https://creative.
ireland.ie/en/creative-communities.   

Additional funding of €650 k was allocated to the local authorities in 2018 to enable them 
deliver Cruinniú na nÓg on 23 June 2018 which celebrated and encouraged children and young 
people’s participation in culture and creativity through performance, coding, theatre, art and 
music workshops, readings, screenings, special events and much more.  A sum of €350 k was 
allocated to Dublin City to deliver Cruinniú na nÓg and a sum of €300 k divided among the re-
maining 30 local authorities or €10 k each.  It is estimated that over 300 specific separate events 
took place for Cruinniú na nÓg across the country.  It is my intention to establish Cruinniú na 
nÓg as a yearly celebration of creativity among children and young people. 
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In addition to funding directly from my Department, the Arts Council also provides signifi-
cant supports for the Arts at local level. 

02/10/2018WRHH02400Creative Ireland Programme

656. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which she continues to support various community based cultural activities 
throughout Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40082/18]

02/10/2018WRHH02600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Cre-
ative Ireland Programme is a culture-based programme led by my Department designed to 
promote individual, community and national well-being.  Its core proposition is that participa-
tion in cultural activity drives personal and collective creativity, with significant implications 
for individual and societal wellbeing and achievement.  Under Pillar 2 - ‘Enabling Creativity 
in Every Community’ of the Programme, in 2018, my Department allocated a sum €2 m and 
the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government allocated a sum of €1 m to all 
31 local authorities (€96,000 each approximately) to enable them support an extensive pro-
gramme of activities, events and initiatives in each county.  To date in 2018, over 400 different 
initiatives around Ireland have been funded under Pillar 2.  These include arts projects, grant 
schemes, concerts, conferences, exhibitions, festivals, outreach projects, publications, research 
programmes, and workshops among other activities.  They cover topics such as archaeology, 
architecture, biodiversity, crafts, heritage, dance, film, history, literature, music, photography, 
poetry, storytelling, theatre and the visual arts.  These activities form part of each local author-
ity’s five-year Culture & Creative Strategies which were launched by me, An Taoiseach and the 
Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government on the 12 September.   These strategies 
highlight the critical role our Local Authorities play as providers and enablers of cultural and 
creative experiences in communities across Ireland, with all of the vitally important social, and 
indeed economic, consequences that follow. The strategies recognise that the arts and creative 
endeavours are crucial to society and community growth.  With collaboration and shared pur-
pose at the heart of the Creative Ireland Programme, each strategy provides meaningful op-
portunities for people and their communities, together with each Local Authority, to build and 
nurture a creative society.  All the strategies and the activities supported under the strategies are 
available online at:https://creative.ireland.ie/en/creative-communities.

In addition to funding directly from my Department, the Arts Council also provides signifi-
cant supports for the Arts at local level.  

02/10/2018WRHH02700Creative Ireland Programme

657. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which her Department, directly or through the aegis of bodies subordinate 
to her Department, continue to assist community based groups and organisations involved in 
musical or theatrical productions throughout the country with a view to maximising interest in 
the arts at local level; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40083/18]

02/10/2018WRHH02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Cre-
ative Ireland Programme is a culture-based programme led by my Department designed to 
promote individual, community and national wellbeing. Its core proposition is that participation 
in cultural activity drives personal and collective creativity, with significant implications for 
individual and societal well-being and achievement.
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Under Pillar 2 - ‘Enabling Creativity in Every Community’ of the Programme, in 2018, my 
Department allocated a sum €2 m and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment allocated a sum of €1 m to all 31 local authorities (€96,000 each approximately) to en-
able them support an extensive programme of activities, events and initiatives in each county.  
To date in 2018, over 400 different initiatives around Ireland have been funded under Pillar 
2.  These include arts projects, grant schemes, concerts, conferences, exhibitions, festivals, 
outreach projects, publications, research programmes, and workshops among other activities.  
They cover topics such as archaeology, architecture, biodiversity, crafts, heritage, dance, film, 
history, literature, music, photography, poetry, storytelling, theatre and the visual arts.

These activities form part of each local authority’s five-year Culture & Creative Strategies 
which were launched by me, An Taoiseach and the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government on the 12 September. 

These strategies highlight the critical role our Local Authorities play as providers and en-
ablers of cultural and creative experiences in communities across Ireland, with all of the vitally 
important social, and indeed economic, consequences that follow.  The strategies recognise that 
the arts and creative endeavours are crucial to society and community growth.  With collabora-
tion and shared purpose at the heart of the Creative Ireland Programme, each strategy provides 
meaningful opportunities for people and their communities, together with each Local Authority, 
to build and nurture a creative society.  All the strategies are available online at: https://creative.
ireland.ie/en/creative-communities.   

In addition to funding directly from my Department, the Arts Council also provides signifi-
cant supports for the Arts at local level.  

02/10/2018WRHH03000Arts Funding

658. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which the arts sector continues to attract support from philanthropists; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [40084/18]

02/10/2018WRHH03200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Private 
support for the arts is an important funding source and the Government continues to support this 
through tax incentives and other initiatives.  While my Department does not have a breakdown 
of the total flows of philanthropic funding to the sector, the Programme for a Partnership Gov-
ernment does contain a commitment to encourage strong, mutually beneficial links between 
the business community and the arts community to assist arts organisations to capitalise on 
sponsorship opportunities and to develop business partnerships and fundraising skills.  In this 
regard, I recognise the important work carried out by Business to Arts for which my Depart-
ment provides a small amount of assistance.

In addition, the Arts Council, which is funded by the Department, operates the RAISE pro-
gramme, which seeks to enhance fund-raising skills in arts organisations with a view to diversi-
fying the sector’s sources of funding.  It is designed to assist the sector in securing philanthropic 
contributions to the arts in Ireland.     

In terms of other capital investment requiring co-funding, a €10 million investment scheme 
for arts and cultural centres is in progress, focused on upgrading the existing stock of such 
centres around the country.  The funding, which is being made available as part of the Capital 
Investment Framework 2016-2021, is dependent on matching funding being secured by project 
promoters and therefore provides an opportunity for philanthropic support.
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In addition, the Government capital investment plan Investing in our Culture, Language 
and Heritage, which provides for investment of €460 m in a significant number of capital proj-
ects in our National Cultural Institutions over the next 10 years states that individual cultural 
institutions will be raising their own contributions (typically around 10%-15% of project costs) 
through philanthropic effort.

02/10/2018WRHH03300Arts Promotion

659. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which she expects to be in a position to enhance the promotion and develop-
ment of an awareness of the arts and culture with a view to maximising economic benefit in the 
future; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40085/18]

02/10/2018WRHH03500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In 2018, 
the total current funding for my Department increased by almost 5% or €11.5 m to €248.659 m.  
This included an additional €2.8 m for the Arts Council; an additional €1.7 m across all of the 
National Cultural Institutions; almost €1 m additional funding for the Heritage programme and 
an extra €1.4 m for the 20-year Strategy for the Irish Language.

The Arts Council, the main Irish Government agency for developing the arts, works in 
partnership with and provides funding for arts, artists, arts organisations, public policy makers 
and others to build a central place for the arts in Irish life.  Festivals, and cultural events are 
important in this context and the Arts Council received €68 m in funding from my Department 
in 2018.  

In addition to the work of the Arts Council, the Creative Ireland Programme is a high level, 
high ambition, 5-year initiative, from 2017 to 2022 which aims to place creativity at the cen-
tre of public policy.  The programme is being led by my Department in partnership with other 
Government Departments and Agencies, local authorities, the third level sector, arts and culture 
organisations (including the National Cultural Institutions) and relevant NGOs.

As part of the Creative Ireland Programme, each of the 31 local authorities has established 
a Culture Team and in 2017 published and implemented local Culture and Creativity Plans 
which were supported by an allocation of €2 m (€1 m from my Department and €1 m from the 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government).  In total, these plans listed over 750 
local cultural projects, events and initiatives taking place nationwide last year which gave us a 
snapshot of the rich cultural activity taking place in each country. 

On 12 September, the Taoiseach, the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment, and myself as Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht launched 31 Local Au-
thority Culture and Creativity Strategies.  These ambitious and innovative 5-year Culture and 
Creativity Strategies have been developed by the network of expert and passionate Culture 
Teams within the 31 Local Authorities, in consultation with artists, creatives, cultural and heri-
tage organisations, community groups, the creative industries, centres of education and schools 
across the country.  The Strategies embody both the spirit and practice of collaboration and 
shared purpose, which is at the heart of the Creative Ireland Programme.  They aim to provide 
meaningful opportunities for citizens and local communities, together with our Local Authori-
ties, to build, nurture and sustain our creative society. Each local authority will receive approxi-
mately €96,000 this year under the Creative Ireland Programme. 

Another significant step in the delivery process has been Project Ireland 2040 which gave 
explicit recognition to the importance of our culture, language and heritage to our sustainable 
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development over the next decade and beyond.  This recognition is underpinned by the unprec-
edented commitment by Government to invest €1.2 billion in our culture, our language and 
our heritage - Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018-2027 sets out the Govern-
ment’s objectives for capital investment in Ireland’s culture, language and heritage.  The plan 
sets out significant investment on a phased basis over the next 10 years prioritised across 3 areas 
- €785 m for Culture; €295 m for Heritage and €178 m for our Language.  

This level of investment will transform our cultural and heritage infrastructure right across 
the country and will support the development of employment opportunities across these sectors.

02/10/2018WRHH03600Waterways Ireland

660. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which she expects to achieve an amicable resolution of issues between Irish 
Waterways and traditional dwellers and recreational users of the Grand Canal, County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40086/18]

02/10/2018WRHH03800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Water-
ways Ireland continues to work closely with boat owners using the canals, adjacent land own-
ers and local committees.  Meetings are also held with the key stakeholder interest groups, the 
Royal Canal Amenity Group, Inland Waterways Association of Ireland (IWAI) and the Heritage 
Boat Association (HBA).

In addition, Waterways Ireland works alongside the Friends of the Grand Canal and Royal 
Canal Clean-Up Group in Dublin and the newly established Grand Canal Dock Group, who like 
many of the communities throughout the waterways support the maintenance of our waterways.  
Waterways Ireland Operational staff, lock-keepers and waterway patrollers meet canal users on 
a daily basis and provide a wide range of services to all our recreational users.

Waterways Ireland staff meet canal users on a daily basis and provide a wide range of ser-
vice as well as managing boat use on the canals and regularly inspecting canal boats for compli-
ance.  In this regard, Waterways Ireland actively pursues boat owners who are in breach of the 
Canal By-laws.  

Waterways Ireland staff manage boat use on the canals in accordance with the 1988 Canal 
By-laws.  In this regard, Waterways Ireland continues to concentrate on boats which consis-
tently remain in breach of the By-laws.  Where a boat owner fails to respond to requests to 
comply, after notification by letters, telephone calls and formal notice, a programme of boat 
removal continues.

02/10/2018WRHH03900Architectural Heritage

661. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the degree to which excavations are planned or in progress at various historical sites 
throughout the country with particular reference to the need to maintain the integrity of the sites 
while maximising the educational and tourism potential; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40087/18]

02/10/2018WRHH04100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): All mon-
uments listed in the Record of Monuments and Places are protected under the National Monu-
ments Acts 1930-2004.  
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As Minister, I am the owner or guardian under the National Monuments Acts of approxi-
mately 1,000 national monuments located at approximately 750 sites.  Maintenance of such 
monuments is undertaken on my behalf by the Office of Public Works.  The Acts allow me to 
make a preservation order where I consider a national monument to be at risk.  Local authori-
ties are responsible under the Acts for maintaining the national monuments of which they are 
owners or guardians.  

My Department records all reports of damage to recorded monuments.  Such reports usually 
emanate from members of the public, local authorities or heritage-based NGOs.  

My Department also liaises regularly with the utility and infrastructure providers and has 
agreed codes of practice with a number of these agencies aimed at safeguarding archaeological 
sites and monuments.  In addition, awareness programmes are in place with the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Teagasc and farm organisations that are aimed at raising 
awareness in relation to farming and archaeology.

My function as Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in relation to archaeologi-
cal excavation is to regulate this activity through the licensing system under section 26 of the 
National Monuments Act 1930, as amended.  So far this year 1002 such licences and related 
regulatory instruments have been issued.  The majority of such archaeological excavations are 
carried out by private sector archaeological consultants for the purpose of assessing the impact 
of proposed development on possible archaeological features or mitigating the impact of devel-
opment on archaeological heritage.  A much smaller number are carried out for conservation or 
research purposes.  In deciding whether to grant an archaeological excavation licence, appropri-
ate consideration is given to the need to maintain the integrity of affected archaeological sites.  
All archaeological excavation licences are granted subject to conditions requiring the excava-
tions to be conducted to an appropriate standard and that reports on the results are furnished to 
my Department’s National Monuments Service.

02/10/2018WRHH04200Heritage Sites

662. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which her Department continues to liaise with the Office of Public Works to 
ensure that heritage sites and buildings continue to be protected and in circumstances in which 
it is necessary sealed to prevent water damage; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40088/18]

Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My role, 
as Minister, with regard to the protection and management of our architectural heritage is set 
out in the provisions of relevant legislation, as are the roles of local authorities and the respon-
sibilities of owners of heritage assets. 

Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides for the protec-
tion of architectural heritage.  The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to 
identify and protect the architectural heritage by including relevant structures on the Record of 
Protected Structures.  Inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures places a duty of care on 
the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to 
deal with development proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future.

I also have a role, as Minister, as a prescribed body under the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001-2015 whereby development proposals that may impact on our built heritage 
are referred by planning authorities to my Department so that recommendations can be made, 



Questions - Written Answers

310

as appropriate, to avoid or mitigate any such impacts.

My Department has a number of measures at its disposal to facilitate the maintenance and 
restoration of historical or cultural sites.  As Minister, I am the owner or guardian under the 
National Monuments Acts 1930-2014 of approximately 1,000 national monuments located at 
approximately 750 sites and in such cases there is a statutory duty to maintain the national 
monument.  Such maintenance is undertaken by the Office of Public Works (OPW).  Local 
authorities are responsible under the National Monuments Acts for maintaining the national 
monuments of which they are owners or guardians. 

My Department is also providing €350,000 of funding to the OPW in 2018 to assist in the 
conservation and presentation of historic buildings and national monuments in State ownership.  
The Department’s National Monuments Service works in close collaboration with the OPW on 
survey, excavation and research work to optimise the protection, management, interpretation 
and presentation of national monuments in State care.

Under the provisions of the National Monuments Acts, my Department has established and 
maintains the Record of Monuments and Places, which affords legal protection to all recorded 
archaeological sites and monuments in the State.  Anyone proposing works to, at or in the 
vicinity of a monument that is included in the Record of Monument and Places must give the 
Department two months prior notice before works can start.

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of struc-
tures that are on the local authority Record of Protected Structures. The scheme supports heri-
tage projects across the country and creates employment in the conservation and construction 
industries, while helping to regenerate urban and rural areas, and is co-ordinated by each local 
authority.   My Department has allocated €2m under the Built Heritage Investment Scheme 
2018, of which €50,000 is the indicative amount for County Kildare.

The Structures at Risk Fund enables conservation works to heritage structures, in both pri-
vate and public ownership, which are protected under the Planning and Development Acts and 
are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  My Department has allocated €1,324,000 
under the Structures at Risk Fund 2018. Local authorities submitted related applications to my 
Department and the successful applicants were notified by their local authority last April. I un-
derstand that three applications have been approved for County Kildare to the value of €22,000 
in each case.

Receipt of applications for both the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and Structures at 
Risk Fund are now closed, however on-going queries can be addressed to all respective local 
authorities who are implementing both schemes throughout 2018.

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage is a state initiative to identify, record, 
and evaluate the post-1700 built heritage of Ireland, uniformly and consistently as an aid to its 
protection and conservation. The NIAH building surveys provide the basis for my recommen-
dations, as Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, to the planning authorities for the 
inclusion of particular structures in their Record of Protected Structures. The published surveys 
are a source of information on the selected structures for relevant planning authorities.  They 
are also a research and educational resource.

Through the National Parks and Wildlife Service my Department also manages a property 
portfolio of national parks and reserves of approximately 87,000 hectares. They are ‘core as-
sets’ that play a vital role in Ireland’s tourism industry.
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02/10/2018WRHH04500Cultural Policy

663. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which EU grant aid has been sought and remains available or is likely to 
become available to support various community festivals; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40089/18]

02/10/2018WRHH04700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Cre-
ative Europe programme 2014 - 2020 is the primary EU culture funding mechanism and has 
two funding sub-programmes: the Culture sub-programme operated through the Arts Council, 
and the Media sub-programme operated through Screen Ireland.  Demand, particularly in the 
Culture sub-programme, far outstrips the budget available and has an overall success rate for 
applications from all countries of about 15%.  Ireland’s own success rate is above the EU aver-
age at 18.9% 

Under the Creative Europe – Culture Sub-Programme there is no dedicated funding strand 
for festivals.  The majority of the funding available under the Culture Sub-Programme is via the 
Co-Operation Projects Strand, under which festivals are eligible to apply.

Examples of festivals in Ireland that have been successful in securing funding under the Co-
operation Projects Strand include: 

- Babóro Galway International Children’s Festival (Small Size, Performing Arts for Early 
Years)

- Photo Ireland Festival Ltd (Flaneur – New Urban Narratives)

- First Fortnight Ltd (Networking European Festivals for Mental Life Enhancement)

- Cuirt – Galway Arts Centre (Sharing the Wor(l)D)

- West Cork Literary Festival – West Cork Music (Reading for Enjoyment, Achievement 
and Development of Young People)

- Wexford Festival Trust (Opera Vision)

- Cork Midsummer Festival (Circus250: Diverse, Real, Physical).

The Culture Sub-Programme also funds EU networks and platforms via operating grants for 
the lead organisations.  Below is a summary of Irish festivals which are members of Creative 
Europe supported platforms and networks:

- Dublin Dance Festival  is a member of the Aerowaves Platform

- Galway Early Music Festival is a member of the European Early Music Network, 

- YARN Storytelling Festival Bray  is a member of the Federation for European Storytelling 
Network.

As regards future funding at EU level, in May 2018, the European Commission presented 
the Multiannual Financial Framework budgetary plan for the coming 2021 to 2027 financial 
period.  This includes a financial envelope of €1.85 billion for the proposed Creative Europe 
Programme 2021 to 2017.  The Multiannual Financial Framework for the coming period is the 
subject of negotiations among the European Parliament, Council and Commission at present.
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02/10/2018WRHH04800Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme

02/10/2018WRHH04900664. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which full and final agreement has been reached with traditional turf cutters 
in respect of special areas of conservation, SACs, and natural heritage areas, NHAs; the number 
of cases still outstanding; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [40090/18]

02/10/2018WRHH05000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Ireland, 
like all EU Member States, is bound by the requirements of the Habitats Directive and the Birds 
Directive.  These Directives aim to ensure the protection of habitats and species which have 
been selected for conservation within special areas of conservation and special protection areas.

Significant efforts have been made by the State to resolve the issue of the protection of Ire-
land’s raised bog special areas of conservation within the framework of the Habitats Directive.  
This has included intense and on-going engagement with turf cutting interests, the farming 
community, non-governmental organisations and with the European Commission, as well as 
the establishment of a long-term compensation scheme, including relocation where feasible, 
for affected turf cutters.

The National Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022, 
published in December 2017, sets out how the raised bog special areas of conservation are to be 
managed, conserved and restored and how the needs of turf cutters are to be addressed, includ-
ing exploring the options in terms of certain provisions of article 6 of the Habitats Directive.

The Review of Raised Bog Natural Heritage Area Network, published in January 2014, has 
concluded that Ireland could more effectively achieve conservation of threatened raised bog 
habitat through focused protection and restoration of a reconfigured network.  This entails the 
cessation of turf cutting on 36 natural heritage areas (including parts of 7 sites) as of 1 January 
2017, the de-designation of 46 natural heritage areas (including parts of 7 sites) and the designa-
tion of 25 new sites as natural heritage areas.  The Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2016, to provide 
for the implementation of a reconfiguration of the natural heritage area network arising from 
the 2014 Review, has been presented to the Dáil and is proceeding through the necessary stages 
in the Houses of the Oireachtas.

15,417 annual payments and 1,076 deliveries of turf have been made in respect of applica-
tions received under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme for raised bog special 
areas of conservation.  1,109 annual payments and 2 deliveries of turf have been made to ap-
plicants from raised bog natural heritage areas under the scheme.  In addition, 1,870 once-off 
incentive payments of €500 have been made, of which 48 relate to natural heritage areas.

Relocation of turf cutters to non-designated bogs is a complex process.  Notwithstanding 
this, progress in relocation has been achieved in a number of cases.  In addition, my Department 
is moving forward in the relocation process.  It is envisaged that the necessary infrastructure 
and drainage works will be completed at 3 relocation sites by the end of 2018.  Work in ongo-
ing, primarily, within the various stages of the planning process with a view to undertaking 
these works at another 5 sites.

Final resolution of all issues in relation to the protection of Ireland’s protected raised bogs 
will only be brought about by everyone working together, within the law, with my Department 
and with the Peatlands Council, which was established for the purpose of ensuring the input 
from all stakeholders.

02/10/2018WRHH05100Departmental Expenditure
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665. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the cost of her Department’s stand at the National Ploughing Championship 2018; the 
number of staff deployed from her Department for the week; and the cost of same. [40349/18]

02/10/2018WRHH05300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Fol-
lowing the success of the precedent established in 2017, my Department had a shared pres-
ence with the Department of Rural and Community Development at the National Ploughing 
Championships held in September 2018.  Total costs including National Ploughing Association 
charges, marquee design and supply transport of materials to and from Screggan are in the or-
der of €166,000 and will be apportioned between the two Departments on an agreed basis once 
final figures are available.  Overall, some thirty members of staff, including four staff from the 
Heritage Council, represented the Department at this year’s event.  Overtime and T&S (travel 
and subsistence) costs for staff attendance at the National Ploughing Championships are paid in 
accordance with the standard Civil Service procedures.


