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          Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

14/06/2018WRA00400CLÁR Programme

14/06/2018WRA0050011. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development his 
plans to review the CLÁR areas based on the 2016 census returns; the timeline for the review; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25105/18]

14/06/2018WRA00600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme is an important part of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development and 
makes a huge contribution to supporting the most depopulated areas in rural Ireland.  The pro-
gramme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged rural areas 
that have experienced significant levels of de-population.    

CLÁR was originally launched in October 2001 to provide for targeted investment in dis-
advantaged rural areas. The areas originally selected for inclusion in the programme were those 
which suffered the greatest population decline from 1926 to 1996.  The Cooley Peninsula which 
was also included on the basis of the serious difficulties caused in that area by Foot and Mouth 
disease. The average population loss in the original CLÁR regions over the period 1926 to 1996 
was 50%.

In 2006, an analysis of the 2002 Census data was carried out by the NIRSA Institute at May-
nooth University and the programme was extended to include areas with an average population 
loss of 35% between 1926 and 2002. 

Almost 900 projects have been approved for funding since I re-launched the CLÁR pro-
gramme in the second half of 2016, using the areas identified in the work carried out by NIRSA. 

I intend carrying out a full review of qualifying CLÁR areas later this year on the basis 
of the 2016 Census data. The level of depopulation will continue to be a primary factor in the 
designation of any area as a CLÁR area.  The review will involve a detailed examination of all 
areas of the country, as well as stakeholder consultation. 

My officials plan to begin the review process in the coming months with the aim of having a 
full and comprehensive review completed before the end of the year. The findings of the review 
will inform future launches of the CLÁR programme into 2019 and beyond.

  Questions Nos. 12 to 14, inclusive, answered orally.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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14/06/2018WRB00200Seniors Alert Scheme

14/06/2018WRB0030015. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
financial allocations in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018 for the seniors alert scheme; the take-up 
to date of the scheme in County Limerick since 2016; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25828/18]

14/06/2018WRB00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The alloca-
tion for the Seniors Alert Scheme in 2016 was €2.3m of which €1.8m was spent. Following a 
review, I launched a new scheme which took effect on 1 November 2017.  A media and infor-
mation campaign was organised to support the launch.  

The key features of the new scheme include: 

- free monitoring of the alarm service for the 1st year;  

- a person no longer has to be living alone to qualify;

- a self-declaration of limited means for eligibility; and 

- an increase in administrative payments to Community Groups involved in rolling out the 
scheme. 

I am pleased to say that since the launch of the new scheme, the demand has been unprec-
edented. During 2017, spend on the Scheme amounted to €2.7m, with over 12,700 applica-
tions approved and more than 10,000 installations completed. To the end of May 2018, over 
9,200 applications were approved, with almost 10,000 installations completed. 

Since the Seniors Alert Scheme commenced in September 2015, 1,648 participants have 
been approved for the Scheme in County Limerick.

My officials are carefully monitoring the scheme to ensure that current levels of demand can 
continue to be met from within the resources available to my Department.

  Question No. 16 answered with Question No. 14.

14/06/2018WRB00600Local Improvement Scheme Funding

14/06/2018WRB0070017. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount of funding provided to counties Carlow and Kilkenny under the local improvement 
scheme in 2017; his plans to announce a new local improvement scheme in 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25803/18]

14/06/2018WRB00800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme (LIS) is a programme for improvement works on small private/non-
public roads. The scheme is currently funded by my Department and administered through the 
Local Authorities.

In 2017, I allocated a total of €440,460 to Carlow County Council under LIS. An initial al-
location  of €250,000 was made in September and a further allocation of €190,460 was made to 
Carlow in November, on foot of savings elsewhere in my Department’s Vote.

I allocated a total of €605,565 to County Kilkenny under the LIS in 2017.  €315,000 was 
allocated under the first round of funding in September, and a further €290,565 was allocated 
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in November.  

Following on from the launch of the 2017 scheme, I announced details of the 2018 Local 
Improvement Scheme on 27th February this year, with an allocation of €10.8 million for the 
scheme nationally.

County Carlow was allocated €250,000 under the 2018 scheme, and County Kilkenny was 
allocated €315,000, in line with their original 2017 allocations. 

As part of the 2018 LIS scheme, I also requested each County Council to compile a second-
ary list of suitable LIS road projects which they would be able to complete if additional funding 
becomes available for the scheme later in the year.  I will be monitoring the situation in the 
context of my Department’s overall expenditure performance over the coming months.

Detailed information regarding the 2018 projects selected by Carlow and Kilkenny County 
Councils for LIS improvement works can be found on the Rural Development pages of my 
Department’s website.

14/06/2018WRB00900Local Improvement Scheme Funding

14/06/2018WRB0100018. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount allocated under local improvement scheme in 2018, both nationally and in County 
Louth; if there will be an additional round; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25856/18]

14/06/2018WRB01100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I am very 
pleased to see the strong level of interest in the Local Improvement Scheme since I re-launched 
the scheme last September.  For many years, there was no dedicated funding for LIS, due to 
the constraints on the public finances.  However, the level of interest in this House, at County 
Council level, and from residents who live on LIS roads, shows the underlying need for the pro-
gramme in rural areas where people need good access to houses, farmlands and amenities.

In September 2017, following a number of years with no dedicated funding for LIS, I ap-
proved €10 million for the scheme nationally. I allocated a further €7.4 million to the scheme 
from savings elsewhere in my Department’s Vote at the end of November 2017. The total 
amount allocated to the scheme in 2017 was €17.4 million, which included an allocation of 
€250,000 for County Louth.

Following on from the successful re-launch of the scheme in 2017, I announced details of 
the 2018 Local Improvement Scheme on 27th February last. I have allocated an initial amount 
of €10.8 million to County Councils across the country this year under the scheme. The 2018 
funding includes an allocation to Louth County Council of €250,000.

It is a matter for each County Council to decide which roads to prioritise for works from the 
funding allocated to them under LIS, and to ensure that all roads meet with the scheme criteria.  
A local contribution is also made towards the cost of the improvement works.

Detailed information regarding the 2018 roads selected by the Louth County Council for 
improvement works can be found on the Rural Development pages of my Department’s web-
site.

As part of the 2018 LIS scheme, I also requested each County Council to compile a second-
ary list of suitable LIS road projects which they could complete if additional funding becomes 
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available for the scheme later in the year.  I will be monitoring the situation in the context of my 
Department’s overall expenditure performance over the coming months.

14/06/2018WRB01200Rural Development Policy

14/06/2018WRB0130019. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the programmes and schemes planned to develop rural areas outside of towns and villages; the 
amount of expenditure he expects in these rural areas in 2018 in view of the fact that a large 
part of the rural population live in the rural countryside; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25026/18]

14/06/2018WRB01400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The rural 
development schemes currently operated by my Department are not confined to towns and vil-
lages. 

For example, the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme provides funding for the de-
velopment and maintenance of walking trails, cycleways and blueways which bring visitors to 
rural areas and support local job creation through the provision of services and accommodation.  
I recently launched the 2018 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme   with an indicative al-
location of €12 million for projects that will be implemented up to the end of 2019.

Separately, the Walks Scheme is currently operating on 39 trails which traverse lands in the 
open countryside.  Payments to participating landholders to maintain the trails will amount to 
approximately €1.8 million in 2018.

CLÁR is targeted at areas that have experienced significant levels of depopulation and sup-
ports many settlements outside of rural towns.  The 2018 CLÁR programme has a funding al-
location of €5 million.  Similarly, the Local Improvement Scheme, by its nature, is focused on 
the roads in areas outside of towns and villages.  I have allocated €10.8 million under the LIS 
for this year.

The LEADER programme has the capacity to deliver significant outcomes for all rural ar-
eas.  Project proposals are developed at local level and submitted to Local Action Groups for 
approval.  LEADER has a Vote provision of €35 million this year, supplemented by €5 million 
in capital funding carried over from 2017. 

While the Town and Village Renewal Scheme primarily focuses on towns and villages, the 
scheme strongly encourages projects which reach out to the areas outside of those towns and 
villages.  Funding of €15 million is available for the scheme this year. 

I believe it is important to ensure that all areas of rural Ireland have an opportunity to avail 
of funding support.  That is why the current programmes operated by my Department are avail-
able for local communities to come up with suitable proposals for funding.  The new €1 billion 
Rural Regeneration and Development Fund will also be available for rural areas outside of 
towns and villages.

14/06/2018WRB01500Community Banking

14/06/2018WRB0160020. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development when 
the report on the community or public banking model will be published; his plans to establish 
an engagement or stakeholder forum to further examine the way in which such a model would 
be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25902/18]
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14/06/2018WRB01700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to investigate the feasibility 
of a new model of community banking for Ireland, including an investigation of the German 
Sparkassen model for the development of local public banks that operate within well-defined 
regions.

A project team comprising officials from my Department and the Department of Finance 
was established last year to progress this commitment. 

The project team carried out detailed research into the concept of a public banking model, 
with a particular focus on the Sparkassen model. In addition, a public consultation process, 
seeking views on the concept of a community banking model, ran for four weeks. A total of 16 
replies from a range of stakeholders was received.

Additionally, there has been substantial engagement and a number of meetings held with 
Irish Rural Link and the Savings Bank Foundation for International Cooperation - the interna-
tional development wing of the Sparkassen group - on their proposal for a local public banking 
model in Ireland, based on the Sparkassen system.

The project team carefully analysed this proposal, as well as assessing all the submissions 
received during the consultation process, in order to make sure that all the ideas and opinions 
were considered and reflected in the report.  

The report has now been completed and Minister Donohoe and I submitted it to Govern-
ment for consideration in the last few weeks.  I expect the report to be published very shortly 
and that there will be further engagement with key stakeholders at that stage.

14/06/2018WRB01800Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

14/06/2018WRB0190021. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the significance which the rural regeneration fund will have for rural Ireland with particular 
reference to rural towns and villages further to the recent announcement; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25784/18]

14/06/2018WRB0200040. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development when he 
will provide further details of the rural regeneration and development fund which will provide 
new funding streams for rural towns, villages and outlying rural areas; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25322/18]

14/06/2018WRB0210044. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
opportunities that are available for County Kildare projects to benefit from the Project Ireland 
2040 rural regeneration fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25294/18]

14/06/2018WRB02200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 21, 40 and 44 together.

The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund will make a significant and sustainable 
positive impact on rural communities in the years ahead. 

It can help strengthen rural Ireland through supporting job creation and addressing depopu-
lation where this is an issue.

Under Project Ireland 2040, the Government has committed to providing €1 billion for the 
new Rural Regeneration and Development Fund over the period 2019-2027. The fund will be 
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key to strengthening rural economies and communities as planned for in the National Planning 
Framework. 

The fund will provide the opportunity to drive collaborative, coordinated and complementa-
ry packages of investments between Departments, agencies, Local Authorities and other public 
bodies to work together to transform rural towns and villages and surrounding areas.

Funding of €315 million has been provided over the period 2019 to 2022, which will allow 
both further activity under existing initiatives as well as the introduction of new investment 
initiatives under the Fund to be supported during this period. There are no specific counties ear-
marked for investment, or specific projects assigned to this Fund in the NDP; instead the Plan 
makes clear that allocations from the Fund will be made on a competitive bid based approach.

My Department is currently finalising arrangements for the detailed operation of the Rural 
Regeneration and Development Fund, and I will announce the details in late June following 
consultation with relevant Government colleagues.

14/06/2018WRB02300Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

14/06/2018WRB0240022. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development when 
he expects to open the 2018 outdoor recreation infrastructure scheme; the amount of funding 
he plans to allocate towards this funding stream in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25292/18]

14/06/2018WRB02500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I launched 
the 2018 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme on the 1st of June. The scheme provides 
funding for the development of new outdoor recreational infrastructure and for the maintenance 
and promotion of existing outdoor recreational infrastructure in rural Ireland. In the last two 
years, the scheme has funded trails, walkways, cycleways, blueways, and projects that improve 
access to recreational amenities across the country.

Under the 2018 scheme, applications will be accepted under three measures:

- Measure 1, will cater for small projects with a value of up to €20,000.

- Measure 2, will support medium sized projects, ranging in value from €20,000 to €200,000.

- Measure 3 is aimed at large projects ranging from €200,000 to €500,000.

I have made an indicative allocation of €12 million to the Scheme for 2018, across the three 
measures.

Local Development Companies, Local Authorities and State Agencies are all eligible ap-
plicants under the scheme. For the most part, I expect that projects under Measure 1 will be 
completed by the end of this year. Larger scale projects under Measures 2 and 3 are expected to 
be completed before the end of October 2019.  

Further details of the scheme are available on my Department’s website.

14/06/2018WRB02600Cross-Border Projects

14/06/2018WRB0270023. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development his 
plans to have further discussions with his counterparts in Northern Ireland on the development 
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of cross-Border projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25853/18]

14/06/2018WRB0280027. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
discussions his Department is having with its counterparts in Northern Ireland on the develop-
ment of cross-Border tourism projects that would be of particular benefit to rural communities; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25854/18]

14/06/2018WRB02900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 23 and 27 together.

Discussions between my Department and counterpart Departments in Northern Ireland take 
place primarily within the Steering Committee process for the PEACE IV programme, engag-
ing directly on specific projects from time to time when necessary.

PEACE IV supports peace and reconciliation in Northern Ireland and the border counties of 
Ireland, promoting social and economic stability particularly through actions promoting cohe-
sion between communities.  It is co-funded by the EU through the European Regional Develop-
ment Fund.  

My Department is an Accountable Department and provides funding under three themes - 
Shared Spaces and Services, Building Positive Relations, and Children and Young People.  The 
Department’s primary role in developing projects is as an adviser on the PEACE IV Steering 
Committee, together with other relevant Departments from Ireland and Northern Ireland.  

The Steering Committee, managed by the Special EU Programmes Body as part of its over-
all management of PEACE IV, considers and approves all funding applications.  I understand 
that almost all of the PEACE allocation will be committed by the PEACE IV Steering Commit-
tee this year and there are no plans at present to discuss projects outside of the Steering Com-
mittee process and associated engagements.

14/06/2018WRB03000Cross-Border Co-operation

14/06/2018WRB0310024. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if he 
has made contact with the permanent secretary of the Department of Agriculture, Environment 
and Rural Affairs in Northern Ireland to discuss improvement of cross-Border co-operation on 
issues concerning rural development and in recognition of the shared concerns which Brexit 
will bring to Border areas North and South. [25906/18]

14/06/2018WRB03200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As Minister 
for Rural and Community Development I am a member of the North South Ministerial Council. 
However, my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine has primary respon-
sibility with respect to the North South Ministerial Council relating to Agriculture and Rural 
Development. 

The North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) has been unable to meet since the Northern 
Ireland Executive collapsed in January 2017 because there is no First and Deputy First Minister 
in place which is required to satisfy a number of statutory requirements in respect of NSMC 
Meetings. 

Formal NSMC official-level Working Groups, required to prepare for NSMC Ministerial 
meetings in the areas of cooperation, are therefore not taking place.

However, officials from Departments in both jurisdictions have continued to work together 
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in line with the previously agreed work programme of cooperation.

My officials have continued therefore to engage with their counterparts in relation to pro-
gressing projects under the co-operation measure under the current LEADER programme and 
within the North West Strategic Growth Partnership initiative being progressed by both Done-
gal Local Authority and Derry City Council. 

North South cooperation on rural and community development issues brings tangible ben-
efits to the daily lives of people in the border region and across the Island. It contributes to 
economic opportunity and development within these communities.

It is also a very practical manifestation of the peace process which allows for the normalisa-
tion of social and economic relationships between people across the island, to mutual benefit.  
It is for these reasons that the Government has prioritised the protection of the Good Friday 
Agreement in all its part, and the gains of the peace process, along with the avoidance of a hard 
border, in the Brexit negotiations.

I earnestly hope that a new administration can be put in place soon and I look forward to 
engaging with my counterpart in Northern Ireland at an early date in the future on issues of 
common interest within my Departments remit.

14/06/2018WRB03300Departmental Funding

14/06/2018WRB0340025. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the funding provided to a project (details supplied) in 2017; the funding that will be provided in 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25855/18]

14/06/2018WRB03500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The organi-
sation referred to by the Deputy (Men’s Sheds) is a member-based network with associated 
member bodies throughout the country.  My Department provides funding both to the central 
organisation and to its individual member bodies under a number of different funding streams.

The Men’s Sheds movement has been a tremendous success. Since June 2017, the Irish 
Men’s Sheds Association has approved applications for new sheds in at least 20 different coun-
ties and for several locations in Dublin. Men’s Sheds are now present in every single county 
on the island, with at least three sheds in every county and some with many more.  I sincerely 
congratulate the Association on its important work to date.

There is clearly a huge demand in communities around Ireland for somewhere where men 
can learn, create and communicate; where they can get informed on their physical and mental 
health; and where they can achieve things together in an enjoyable way. The phenomenal in-
crease in Men’s Sheds is testament to the positive impact that they are having in communities 
around Ireland.

I provided funding of €14,900 on a once off basis, to the central Men’s Sheds organisation, 
to purchase IT equipment to ensure better communication with its network members.

Under the RAPID (Revitalising Areas by Planning, Investment and Development) pro-
gramme, my Department provided funding of €38,400 to eight member bodies to upgrade fa-
cilities and expand their activities.

Under my Department’s Communities Facilities Scheme, I provided funding to 73 indi-
vidual member bodies in 2017 to a value of €93,320.  
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The Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP), which commenced 
in most parts of the country on 1 January 2018, also provides support to individual member 
bodies around the country. 15 SICAP Programme Implementers have recorded activity to sup-
port 38 such bodies under the new programme to date. 

SICAP Programme Implementers have also given 112 support interventions in areas such 
as community planning, social inclusion and equality issues, capacity building. However, no 
grants have been recorded to date to the network under SICAP 2018-2022. 

Funding for such projects is also available under the LEADER 2014-2020 Programme. In 
2017, four projects were approved for funding of €69,788.47. In the first five months of 2018 a 
further three applications have successfully been approved and the value of these applications 
is €72,616.98. 

In addition, I am aware that LEADER funding has also been approved for facilities utilised 
by the member bodies of the organisation referred to by the Deputy.

14/06/2018WRB03600Capital Expenditure Programme

14/06/2018WRB0370026. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
he is satisfied with the rate of capital expenditure in 2018 under the various schemes admin-
istered by his Department; if not, the steps he plans to take to address the shortfall in capital 
expenditure to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25025/18]

14/06/2018WRB03800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Revised 
Estimates in respect of the Department of Rural and Community Development sets out gross 
capital expenditure of €87.5m;  this capital expenditure is supplemented by some €7.7m in re-
spect of capital carried forward from 2017.

Whereas the Fiscal Monitor, which reflects an estimate of monthly expenditure, sets capital 
expenditure to be  62% behind profile to the end of May, the actual rate of capital expenditure 
is 46% behind profile to the end of May. (This includes both voted capital and capital carryover 
expenditure to date).

The main reason for this underspend is delayed expenditure in respect of the Town and 
Village Programme in Quarter 1 2018 due principally to the severe weather which hampered 
progress on a number of projects. 

My officials have been in contact with the local authorities in respect of this programme, 
and I understand that it is expected that expenditure will meet profile by year end.

I am also carefully reviewing the spend for the LEADER programme. This is a multi-annual 
EU co-funded programme to support rural development. Ireland has an allocation of €250 mil-
lion under the programme over the period 2014-2020, including both national and EU fund-
ing. The programme is administered by Local Action Groups (LAGs) throughout the country 
which deliver funding in accordance with Local Development Strategies that have been agreed 
for each LAG area.

As of  10th June, 2018, 1,024 projects with a value of almost €29.5million have been ap-
proved for LEADER funding by the LAGs. A further 341 projects requesting over €19.2 mil-
lion in funding are at various stages in the approval process. This funding will be drawn down 
as projects start to incur expenditure and submit payment claims.
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My Department is engaging with the LAGs who operate the scheme at local level to assess 
the progress on projects to date, so as to confirm the actual projects that will mature for payment 
in 2018, the estimated value of these claims and the month the claim will be submitted.

While the pace of approvals varies between Local Action Groups, I am confident that the 
progress being made by the LAGs, along with the administrative improvements which my 
Department introduced last year, will result in a continued increase in project approvals and 
payments under the LEADER programme over the coming months. 

I will, however, be carefully monitoring spending across all capital subheads within my 
Department, so as to maximise the positive impact of 2018 funding for rural and community 
development and will consider reallocations as required.

  Question No. 27 answered with Question No. 23.

14/06/2018WRB04000Legislative Process

14/06/2018WRB0410028. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
he has considered proposing that all legislation passing through Dáil Éireann be rural-proofed 
by his Department (details supplied). [25907/18]

14/06/2018WRB04200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment currently examines all policy Memoranda being submitted to Government to assess the 
potential impact of policy proposals on rural development.  My Department is also represented 
on a number of Interdepartmental groups and ensures that the impact on rural development of 
proposals being discussed in those groups is appropriately considered. 

The Action Plan for Rural Development also contains a measure to develop a new and effec-
tive rural proofing model which will ensure that rural development issues are considered in the 
decision-making processes of all Government Departments, State bodies and agencies.

In this regard, my Department intends to establish a working group shortly, which will in-
clude representation from other Government Departments, to consider the issue of a formal ru-
ral proofing model which can be applied across Government Departments and State Agencies.

14/06/2018WRB04300Dormant Accounts Fund

14/06/2018WRB0440029. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment when the dormant accounts action plan 2018 will be published; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25904/18]

14/06/2018WRB04500Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): My Department commenced the process of preparing the 2018 Dormant Accounts 
Fund Action Plan in February of this year.  In order to initiate the process, I wrote to Ministers 
in February requesting that their Departments identify potential projects or programmes which 
might be included in the Action Plan. 

Following the receipt of initial proposals from other Departments and agencies, my Depart-
ment undertook a series of bilateral meetings to discuss the potential measures for inclusion in 
the Action Plan in further detail. 

The 2018 Dormant Accounts Action Plan is currently being finalised and will be submitted 



14 June 2018

11

to Government shortly. The Plan will thereafter be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas and 
published on my Department’s website.

14/06/2018WRB04600Leader Programmes Funding

14/06/2018WRB0470030. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
reason for delays in the provision of funds to local action groups for approved projects under 
the Leader programme; the average waiting time taken for the provision of funding to local ac-
tion groups following final approval for a project under the programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25802/18]

14/06/2018WRB04800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER 
is a multi-annual programme for the period 2014-2020 which has a total budget of €250 mil-
lion over the programming period. LEADER is administered by Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
which deliver funding in accordance with Local Development Strategies that have been agreed 
for each LAG area. Each LAG has been given a funding allocation for the duration of the pro-
gramme. Project applications are made to, and approved by, the relevant LAG in each LEAD-
ER area. 

Payment claims are submitted to my Department by the LAGs when projects are up and 
running and have incurred expenditure. The approved works must be completed by the project 
promoter prior to any final or phased payments being made.  

Certain checks require to be carried out by the LAGs prior to the payment claims being 
submitted to my Department. A number of mandatory regulatory administrative checks must be 
also be conducted by, or on behalf of, my Department before payment is issued to the LAG in 
respect of a project.   

I understand that at present, a payment claim can take an average of 6 weeks to be fully 
processed once it is submitted to my Department due to the checks that have to be carried out. 

As I have previously indicated, I have initiated a review in order to explore a reduction in 
the payment processing turnaround time, once a valid claim has been received by my Depart-
ment, while still respecting the regulatory requirements.

14/06/2018WRC00200Community Banking

14/06/2018WRC0030031. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
he will report on the outcome of the public banking investigation; when it will be published; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25721/18]

14/06/2018WRC00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As the Dep-
uty is aware, officials from my Department and the Department of Finance have been working 
closely together since last year to investigate the feasibility of a new model of community bank-
ing for Ireland, including the German Sparkassen model for the development of local public 
banks.

The project team carried out detailed research into the concept, with a particular focus on 
the Sparkassen model and met with a number of stakeholders. My Department also conducted a 
public consultation process, to seek views on the concept of a community banking model. The 
invitation to submit responses was open to all, and was particularly extended to main stakehold-
ers and members of the Oireachtas. 
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The consultation ran for four weeks and 16 submissions were received. These submissions 
have been assessed and the views of the respondents have been taken into consideration and 
will be reflected in the forthcoming report.

The report has now been completed and Minister Donohoe and I submitted it to Government 
for consideration in the last few weeks.  I anticipate that the report will published very shortly.

14/06/2018WRC00500Dog Breeding Industry

14/06/2018WRC0060032. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if he 
is satisfied with the increases in the number of licences issued for dog breeding establishments 
in recent years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25844/18]

14/06/2018WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Section 9 of the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010 requires each local au-
thority to establish and maintain a register of dog breeding establishments situated in their 
respective functional areas. It is a legal requirement that any persons intending to operate such 
establishments must apply to their local authority for inclusion in the register. 

The local authority assesses the application and, if appropriate, confirms their registration. It 
is important that all dog breeding establishments operating in Ireland are registered as it allows 
the local authorities to inspect and regulate the premises. 

The licensing regime is designed to ensure that dog breeding establishments operating in 
Ireland are regulated by local authorities to ensure an appropriate standard.  Licensing and 
other operational matters such as monitoring and inspection of dog breeding establishments are 
statutory functions of local authorities and, accordingly, my Department has no direct function 
in these activities.

14/06/2018WRC00800RAPID Programme

14/06/2018WRC0090033. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
expenditure under the RAPID programme since its re-inception; the amount of this that was 
expended in the areas designated RAPID under the previous programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25027/18]

14/06/2018WRC01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Expenditure 
under the RAPID programme, launched in 2017, was €2m.  Of this total, €763,503 was spent in 
areas that were designated as RAPID areas under the original programme.  

Grants were provided to support projects which were tackling social exclusion and helping 
to improve the quality of life for residents in disadvantaged urban areas and provincial towns.  
Almost 300 projects were funded under the programme. Of these, 100 were specifically in areas 
designated as RAPID areas under the original programme.  

Many of the designated areas under the original RAPID programme were chosen over 15 
years ago. Using the LCDC decision making process to allocate funding to projects under the 
new programme ensured that up-to-date information and local knowledge were applied to al-
locate available funding appropriately.

Separately, the €2m Communities Facilities Scheme (CFS) also provided small scale capital 
funding to almost 3,000 grassroots organisations addressing disadvantage nationwide.
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Last month I launched the Community Enhancement Programme (CEP) which replaces 
and builds on RAPID and the CFS.  Combining these schemes will make for a more flexible, 
streamlined and targeted approach to providing funding to those communities most in need, 
while reducing the level of administration involved.

14/06/2018WRC01100Local Improvement Scheme

14/06/2018WRC0120034. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
impact of the local improvement scheme since its re-introduction in 2017; and the way in which 
roads were selected at local level under the scheme. [25805/18]

14/06/2018WRC01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme (LIS) provides funding for the repair of private roads which are not un-
der the normal maintenance of the Local Authorities. I reintroduced dedicated funding for the 
scheme in September 2017 after a gap of 8 years.  The scheme had previously been funded by 
the former Department of the Environment and Local Government, and subsequently by the 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport.

Investing in the repair of these roads is helping to improve the quality of life for many 
people in rural areas. The scheme improves access to and from many family homes and farms 
for people who use these roads on a daily basis. 

If repair works on these roads are not carried out when they fall into disrepair, there are 
also implications for the provision of services in rural areas, including emergency and social 
care services who can struggle to access people and property. 

In 2017, I allocated total of €17.4 million to participating County Councils under the LIS 
scheme. This enabled over 700 roads to be upgraded in some of the most rural parts of the coun-
try. In 2018, I have approved funding of €10.8 million for works on over 450 roads selected by 
relevant County Councils.

It is the responsibility of each relevant County Council to select the road projects that will re-
ceive LIS funding in line with the scheme criteria and the Memorandum governing the scheme. 
Eligible roads are non-public roads, often leading to houses and important community ameni-
ties such as graveyards, beaches, piers, mountains, etc., or other non-public roads that provide 
access to parcels of land, or provide access for harvesting purposes for two or more persons. 
There must be more than one landholder on an LIS road and the road must be open to the public.

Details regarding the LIS roads selected for funding by County Councils under the scheme 
for 2018 are available on my Department’s website, www.drcd.gov.ie .

14/06/2018WRC01400Rural Development Policy

14/06/2018WRC0150035. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the extent to which he can address the stigmatisation of rural or urban communities in 
view of the debates that such communities are in decline and that they do not have a social or 
economic future in the modern developing economy (details supplied) ; his plans to address 
the emerging image of rural communities and some urban communities as being places not to 
invest on the basis of lack of post offices, schools, Garda stations, banks, general practitioners 
and access to transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25852/18]

14/06/2018WRC01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
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ments mission and focus is to help build vibrant, sustainable communities across this country. 

The Action Plan for Rural Development and the Framework Policy for Local and Commu-
nity Development in Ireland, in conjunction with the recently launched Project Ireland 2040, 
are the key policy initiatives that set out how we can support urban and rural communities and 
the ways in which the Government aims to change the narrative around rural Ireland and other 
communities suffering from disadvantage.

The Action Plan emphasises the positive contribution of rural Ireland to the economy and 
to our identity, focusing on both the economic and social development of rural Ireland and the 
regions.

The Framework Policy sets out national priorities for rural development and a framework 
for improving engagement between national and local government and local communities in 
the planning, delivery and evaluation of policies and interventions that affect them.

The objective of the new €1 billion Rural Regeneration and Development Fund, launched 
as part of Project Ireland, will be to drive collaborative, co-ordinated and complementary pack-
ages of investment between Departments, agencies, local authorities and other public bodies in 
pooling their assets and working with local communities, and the private sector where appropri-
ate, to transform our rural towns and villages and outlying rural areas.

All of these policies and initiatives promote a cross-Government approach to delivering 
strategies that ensure that economic and social development is felt equally across all areas of 
the country including in rural Ireland.

My own Department already operates a range of schemes and programmes with this objec-
tive in mind, including the recently launched new Social Inclusion and Community Activation 
Programme (SICAP), the new Community Enhancement Programme, the CLAR programme, 
Town and Village Renewal Scheme and the LEADER programme.

My Department is also working closely with local authorities to support the roll-out of the 
National Broadband Plan and rural telecommunications infrastructure. We are assisting local 
authorities to develop local digital strategies, which will be essential if the full economic and 
social benefits of high-speed broadband connectivity are to be realised over the coming years. 

All the initiatives outlined which my Department is delivering will combine to have a sig-
nificant positive impact on rural Ireland and the narrative which surrounds it.

14/06/2018WRC01700Action Plan for Rural Development

14/06/2018WRC0180036. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the number of jobs created under the Action Plan for Rural Development in north-west 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25896/18]

14/06/2018WRC01900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Action 
Plan for Rural Development includes a range of measures which will support enterprise growth 
and job creation. These measures are delivered across a range of Government Departments and 
agencies.  The Regional Action Plans for Jobs, which are overseen by the Department of Busi-
ness, Enterprise and Innovation, play a particularly important role in supporting job creation in 
the regions.

While specific figures are not available to the level requested by the Deputy, employment 
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increased in almost every region of the country in 2017.  Employment in the South West region 
overall increased by 8,600 in the year to Quarter 4 2017. 

My own Department also contributes to job creation in rural areas through programmes such 
the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme and 
LEADER.  LEADER is a multi-annual programme which has a budget of €250 million over 
the period to 2020 and has a job creation target of 3,100 over the lifetime of the programme.

14/06/2018WRC02000Dormant Accounts Fund

14/06/2018WRC0210037. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
status of progress of the 2018 dormant accounts action plan and of ensuring the funding can be 
spent to achieve the objectives of the dormant accounts legislation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25857/18]

14/06/2018WRC02200Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): My Department commenced the process of preparing the 2018 Dormant Accounts 
Fund Action Plan in February this year.  In order to initiate the process, I wrote to Ministers in 
February requesting that their Departments identify potential projects or programmes which 
might be included in the Action Plan. 

Following the receipt of initial proposals from other Departments and agencies, my Depart-
ment undertook a series of bilateral meetings to discuss the potential measures for inclusion in 
the Action Plan in greater detail.

The 2018 Dormant Accounts Action Plan is currently being finalised and will be submitted 
to Government shortly. The Plan will thereafter be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas and 
published on my Department’s website.  

I can also confirm that my Department is currently undertaking a review of the Dormant 
Accounts Disbursement Scheme 2013-2016 and the findings of the report of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General on the Dormant Accounts Fund.

The key focus of my Department’s review is to address the points raised by the Comptroller 
and Auditor General and to ensure that the significant resources currently available from the 
fund are used in an efficient and effective manner.  The review will also identify and consider 
wider and longer term issues, including how to best ensure the long term sustainability of the 
Dormant Accounts Fund. 

Much of the work already ongoing in relation to the Fund, including the preparation of the 
2018 Dormant Accounts Action Plan, has been informed and guided by the issues raised by the 
C&AG and the ongoing review being carried out by my Department.

14/06/2018WRC02300Tidy Towns Committees Funding

14/06/2018WRC0240038. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
amount allocated to the Tidy Towns organisation in 2017; and if he plans to repeat the contribu-
tion to it in 2018. [25829/18]

14/06/2018WRC02500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): In Novem-
ber 2017 I announced a once-off grant scheme to mark the 60th anniversary of the TidyTowns 
competition in 2018.  Under the scheme, and based on the TidyTowns categories, TidyTowns 
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Committees in villages were eligible to receive €1,000.  Committees in small towns were eli-
gible to receive €2,000; in large towns €3,000; and in large urban centres €4,000. 

The purpose of the scheme was to recognise, in a small way, the hard work and dedication of 
the volunteers who have worked tirelessly over the past 60 years in the TidyTowns movement.  

In total €1.4 million was allocated to over 900 TidyTowns Committees across the country 
under the scheme.  I am delighted that so many Committees were able to avail of the grant and 
I hope that it will help in the work they carry out in 2018.

This was a once-off grant to mark the special circumstances of the 2018 anniversary. I cur-
rently have no plans to run a similar grant scheme in 2018.

14/06/2018WRC02600Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

14/06/2018WRC0270039. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when the outdoor recreation infrastructure scheme will be announced in 2018; the number 
projects funded in the 2017 round both nationally and in County Sligo; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25783/18]

14/06/2018WRC02800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I launched 
the 2018 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme on 1st June. The scheme provides funding 
for the development of new outdoor recreation infrastructure and for the maintenance and pro-
motion of existing outdoor recreation infrastructure in rural Ireland. In the last two years, the 
scheme has funded trails, walkways, cycleways, blueways, and projects that improve access to 
recreational amenities across the country.

Under the 2018 scheme, applications will be accepted under three measures:

Measure 1 will cater for small projects with a value of up to €20,000.

Measure 2 will support medium sized projects, ranging in value from €20,000 to €200,000.

Measure 3 is aimed at large projects, ranging from €200,000 to €500,000.

I have made an indicative allocation of €12 million to the scheme for 2018, across the three 
measures.  The closing date for receipt of applications is 6 July 2018 for Measure 1, and 27 July 
2018 for Measures 2 and 3. 

In 2017, funding of €13.6 million was allocated under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastruc-
ture Scheme to a total of 251 projects. Under the 2017 scheme, Sligo received total funding of 
€1,072,675 for 18 projects.

Detailed lists of all projects funded under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme, 
and further details on the 2018 scheme, can be found on my Department’s website at the fol-
lowing link: Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

  Question No. 40 answered with Question No. 21.

14/06/2018WRC03000Control of Dogs

14/06/2018WRC0310041. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if he 
is satisfied there is consistent enforcement of all provisions of the Control of Dogs Acts 1986 to 
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1992 across all jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25843/18]

14/06/2018WRC03200Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Under the Control of Dogs Act 1986, as amended by the Control of Dogs (Amend-
ment) Act 1992, local authorities are responsible for operational matters related to the control 
of dogs. They have the power to appoint dog wardens, provide dog shelters, seize dogs, impose 
on-the-spot fines and take court proceedings against owners where appropriate. 

Local authorities may enter into agreements with each other to provide dog wardens and 
dog shelters. I also understand that some local authorities have previously entered into agree-
ments with the Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ISPCA), or a person or 
organisation connected with animal welfare to provide these services.

Accordingly, as operational matters relating to the Control of Dogs Acts are matters solely 
for each local authority, it is a matter for each local authority to ensure the enforcement of all 
relevant legislation in a fair and consistent manner.

14/06/2018WRC03300Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

14/06/2018WRC0340042. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when the details of the rural development fund will be announced; when schemes will open for 
applications under the programme; the financial provision in the three year expenditure enve-
lopes for the programme for 2018, 2019 and 2020, respectively; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25023/18]

14/06/2018WRC03500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Under Proj-
ect Ireland 2040, the Government has committed to providing €1 billion for a new Rural Re-
generation and Development Fund over the period 2019-2027. 

The Fund will be key to achieving strengthened rural economies and communities; one of 
the national strategic outcomes under the National Planning Framework. 

This fund which will be overseen by my Department will have a significant positive impact 
on rural communities and their sustainability. 

The fund will enable collaboration between Departments, agencies, Local Authorities and 
public bodies to transform rural towns and villages and their outlying areas. 

Funding of €315 million has been provided for the period 2019 to 2022, which will allow 
both further activity under existing initiatives as well as the introduction of new investment ini-
tiatives under the Fund to be supported during this period. The allocation is as follows :- €55m 
(2019), €80m (2020), €80m (2021) and €100m (2022).

Allocations from the Fund will be made on a competitive bid based approach and the details 
of the process are presently being finalised by my Department. 

I am currently consulting with my colleagues in Government on the development of this 
Fund and I will make further announcements shortly.

14/06/2018WRC03600Local Improvement Scheme Expenditure

14/06/2018WRC0370043. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
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status of the local improvement scheme to local authorities throughout the country; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24823/18]

14/06/2018WRC03800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme (LIS) is a scheme for improvement works on small private/non-public 
roads. The type of roads covered under the scheme are not under the normal maintenance of the 
County Councils. However, they provide vital links for people living in rural areas and need to 
be maintained to enable people living in rural Ireland to access their homes, farming land, or 
amenities.  

For many years, there was no dedicated funding for LIS, due to the constraints on the pub-
lic finances.  However, in September 2017 I announced the provision of €10 million to Local 
Authorities for a Local Improvement Scheme.  Based on demand and the capacity of Local 
Authorities to complete works before the end of 2017, I allocated an additional €7.4 million to 
Local Authorities for LIS roads at the end of November.

I launched the 2018 LIS scheme last February last with an indicative allocation of €10.8 
million to the relevant Local Authorities. This funding will support repairs to more than 400 
additional roads, bringing the total number of LIS roads which will have benefitted from the 
scheme since last September to over 1,100.

The table below outlines, on a county by county basis, the number of roads selected by Lo-
cal Authorities for improvement works under the scheme in 2018, and the total grant by my 
Department towards the cost of these works. Detailed information regarding the roads to be 
completed in each Council area can be found on my Department’s website at www.drcd.gov.ie .

LIS 2018: County Allocations:

County Total Funding Request Number of Roads 
Carlow €243,630.00 15
Cavan €295,000.06 5
Clare €482,000 13
Cork €1,000,000.00 41
Donegal €881,458.55 55
Galway €942,001.00 27
Kerry €726,976.00 33
Kildare €249,999.00 8
Kilkenny €315,000.00 8
Laois €264,146.43 9
Leitrim €250,001.00 11
Limerick €411,388.20 9
Longford €249,019.97 13
Louth €249,983.73 5
Mayo €855,000.00 77
Meath €359,000.00 8
Monaghan €250,000.00 16
Offaly €290,765.00 13
Roscommon €370,290.00 56
Sligo €282,000.40 10
Tipperary €624,865.50 17
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County Total Funding Request Number of Roads 
Waterford €282,000.00 12
Westmeath €282,000.00 9
Wexford €354,519.00 14
Wicklow €310,000.00 6
TOTAL €10,821,043.84 490

  Question No. 44 answered with Question No. 21.

  Question No. 45 answered with Question No. 5.

14/06/2018WRC04100CLÁR Programme

14/06/2018WRC0420046. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
level of funding available to CLÁR projects in counties Longford and Westmeath in 2018; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25858/18]

14/06/2018WRC04300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): CLÁR pro-
vides funding for small scale capital projects in rural areas that have experienced significant 
levels of depopulation. The programme, which has a budget of €5 million this year, forms part 
of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development.

I announced the 2018 CLÁR scheme on 15th March 2018, with applications invited under 
the following measures:

Measure 1: Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures 

Measure 2: Play Areas/MUGAs 

Measure 3: First Response Support Measure 

The closing date for receipt of applications under CLÁR 2018 was 30 April 2018.

In total, my Department received in excess of 400 applications across all three CLÁR mea-
sures.  These include a number of applications under each measure from both Co. Longford and 
Co. Westmeath.  All applications are currently being assessed by my officials and I hope to be 
in a position to announce details of the successful applicants shortly.

14/06/2018WRC04400Walks Scheme

14/06/2018WRC0450047. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment when the rural walks scheme will be re-opened; the progress that has been made towards 
reopening the scheme; the status of the review into the scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25895/18]

14/06/2018WRC04600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As the Dep-
uty is aware, my Department administers the Walks Scheme which facilitates the development 
and maintenance of many of Ireland’s walking trails. The scheme currently covers 39 trails, 
with payments made to approximately 1,900 landholders to maintain those trails.

The Programme for a Partnership Government and the Action Plan for Rural Development 
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include a commitment to increase the number of trails covered by the Walks Scheme and my of-
ficials are working towards this objective. 

I intend to initiate a comprehensive review of the scheme’s operation this year in order to 
determine how best to expand the scheme and maximise the impact of the resources available 
to me. I hope to be in a position by the end of the year to identify areas where the scheme will 
initially be expanded.

14/06/2018WRC04700CLÁR Programme

14/06/2018WRC0480048. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
new schemes he plans to roll out under the CLÁR programme in 2018; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25024/18]

14/06/2018WRC04900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I announced 
the 2018 CLÁR scheme on 15th March 2018 with an allocation of €5 million. My Department 
received over 400 applications, which are currently in the processes of being assessed, from 
communities and groups applying for funding for projects under the following measures:

Measure 1: Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures 

Measure 2: Play Areas/ MUGAs 

Measure 3: First Response Support Measure 

I hope to announce details of the successful projects shortly, following the completion of the 
assessment process. 

I am very much aware of the impact that a modest investment under the CLÁR programme 
can have on a rural community, and I am satisfied that the measures approved for 2018 will 
make a difference for parents and children, in particular, in many rural areas. 

I have no plans to roll out any further measures under the 2018 CLÁR programme at this 
time. However, if further funding becomes available for the programme later in the year, I will 
review the situation.

14/06/2018WRD00200Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRD0030049. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
FOI requests his Department has received since January 2018; the number that were appealed, 
refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25960/18]

14/06/2018WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
has received a total of 75 Freedom of Information (FOI) requests as of 11 June 2018, a break-
down of which is provided in the table below. No costs have been applied to any FOI requests 
received to date in 2018 and there have been no appeals received to date.
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Number of 
FOI requests 
received to 
date in 2018 

Number were 
transferred to 
another FOI 
body*

Number that 
were refused

Number that 
were granted/
part-granted

Number that 
were with-
drawn

Live FOI’s 

 75  9  20  20  7  19
* Transferred to other FOI bodies as the records requested were not held by the Department 

of Defence.

14/06/2018WRD00500Naval Service Operations

14/06/2018WRD0060050. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of oc-
casions on which a Naval Service vessel participating in Operation Sophia in the Mediterranean 
Sea docked at an Italian port since 25 July 2017; the number of occasions on which migrants 
and refugees have been put ashore at an Italian port directly by an Irish vessel participating 
in Operation Sophia since the same date; the number of migrants and refugees that were put 
ashore directly from an Irish vessel participating in Operation Sophia on each occasion since 
the same date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26007/18]

14/06/2018WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In July 2017, 
Government and Dáil approval was secured for the deployment of an Irish Naval Service vessel 
as part of Operation Sophia. Irish naval vessel L.É. Niamh subsequently deployed on 6 October 
2017 to join Operation Sophia and returned on 20 December 2017.  The participation by L.É. 
Niamh in Operation Sophia represented the first involvement by the Naval Service in a multi-
lateral security operation under a UN mandate.  In the course of an 11 week deployment in the 
Mediterranean, L.É. Niamh rescued 613 migrants, assisting with a further 107 migrant rescues.

In February 2018, the Government approved the consecutive deployment of 2 naval ves-
sels for a period of approximately 30 weeks running from mid-April to end-November.  L.É. 
Samuel Beckett is currently deployed in this operation and will be replaced in mid-July by L.É. 
James Joyce.

Irish Naval Service vessels participating in Operation Sophia have to date docked a total of 
eight times in Italian ports. On seven occasions the ships docked for the purpose of refuelling 
and replenishing and on one occasion, in 2017,  L.E. Niamh docked for the purpose of disem-
barking 294 migrants ashore.   In the case of other migrants rescued as part of L.É. Niamh’s 
2017 deployment, these were transferred for disembarkation on to Italian Coastguard vessels or 
to another Operation Sophia vessel for disembarkation at an Italian port.  In addition to search 
and rescue operations, Irish naval vessels may be assigned activities in support of the core tasks 
of the Operation Sophia mission including, gathering information on oil smuggling, patrols 
focusing on countering illegal arms trafficking, operations to intercept smugglers and people 
traffickers and monitoring the effectiveness of the Libyan Navy and Coastguard activity from 
a stand-off distance. 

Operation Sophia has so far contributed to the apprehension of 139 suspected smugglers and 
traffickers, removed approximately 545 boats from criminal organisations availability, contrib-
uted to 307 Safety of Life at Sea events  and rescued over 44,250 migrants.

14/06/2018WRD00800Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRD0090051. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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the number of FOI requests his Department has received since January 2018; the number that 
were appealed, refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25964/18]

14/06/2018WRD01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): A 
breakdown of the Freedom of Information (FOI) requests received by my Department since 
January 2018 is set out in the table below. Search and retrieval fees were not charged for any 
of these requests. To date four requests for internal reviews of decisions have been sought and 
review fees of €90, as prescribed by the legislation, were applied to reviews of requests of a 
non-personal nature.

FOIs Number
Number of FOI requests granted 19
Number of FOI requests part-granted 31
Number of FOI requests refused 18
Number of FOI requests withdrawn 15
Number of FOI requests withdrawn and handled outside of the Act 33
Number of FOI requests currently being processed/on hold 49
Total number of FOI requests received to date 165

14/06/2018WRD01100Middle East Issues

14/06/2018WRD0120052. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to a report by the Israeli Ministry for Strategic Affairs and Public 
Diplomacy in which a charity (details supplied) is misrepresented in a misleading manner re-
garding the nature of that organisation’s work in the occupied territories of Palestine; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26027/18]

14/06/2018WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the report in question, which my Department has examined.  A key priority of the Is-
raeli Ministry of Strategic Affairs and Public Diplomacy is to combat domestic or international 
criticism of, or pressure on, Israel, and in particular to combat support for boycott campaigns.  
Material produced by the Ministry should be evaluated against that background.  The report 
makes allegations against a wide range of respected European and Palestinian NGOs. Most, if 
not all, of the activities which are detailed in the report amount to the expression of legitimate 
political views, or campaigns in favour of such views.  Both NGOs and citizens are entitled to 
hold and express peaceful political views, including views which are not shared by their Gov-
ernments.  For example, Ireland does not support commercial, cultural or other boycotts against 
Israel, for reasons which have been explained many times in the Dáil.  However, the Govern-
ment has accepted and defended the right of individual citizens, and civil society organisations, 
to practice and advocate so long as there is no attempt to force others to do the same, and no 
advocacy of violence.   The report does not differentiate between Israel and the Palestinian 
Territory occupied by Israel, and uses terms which imply that the occupied territory is part of 
Israel, for example describing the West Bank as “Israel’s Judea and Samaria regions”.  Ireland 
does not recognise the West Bank and Gaza as part of Israel, in line with numerous UN Security 
Council Resolutions.  Most recently, UN Security Council Resolution 2334 of 23 December 
2016 recalls, inter alia, that any changes to the 1967 lines, other than those agreed by the parties 
through negotiations, cannot be recognised, and that Israel, as an occupying power, is obliged 
to abide by its legal obligations and responsibilities under the Fourth Geneva Convention.  Nor, 
in fact, has Israel officially claimed that these territories are part of Israel, so there are elements 
of this report which are not in line with stated Israeli policy.



14 June 2018

23

Finally, the report makes a linkage between donor support for any activity by the selected 
NGOs, and support for their advocacy activities related to Israel or Palestine.  I would be con-
cerned that accepting such a linkage could have the effect of creating pressure on NGOs to 
avoid controversial issues, which would reduce the space for legitimate political debate, and 
potentially reduce scrutiny on human rights issues linked to the occupation of the Palestinian 
Territory. Israel must of course expect consistent scrutiny of its actions while it remains an oc-
cupying power. 

The views expressed in the report, including those detailed above, have been put to my 
Department from time to time by Israeli authorities, and my officials have responded on the 
lines I have outlined here.  They were put to me directly by Prime Minister Netanyahu in my 
first meeting with him in July of last year.  I have always made clear my support for freedom of 
speech, and the importance of a vibrant civil society, and that this includes supporting the right 
to advocate for non-violent political views, even ones with which we disagree.

14/06/2018WRD01400Military Aircraft Landings

14/06/2018WRD0150053. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the 
refuelling of an aircraft (details supplied) took place inside or outside Irish airspace; the loca-
tion the aircraft travelled from with its fuel load; and if it passed through Irish airspace prior to 
the emergency diversion to Shannon Airport. [26030/18]

14/06/2018WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): A US 
military aircraft made an emergency landing at Shannon Airport on Sunday 3 June 2018.  Prior 
notification was received from the US Embassy and the Embassy confirmed with my Depart-
ment that the aircraft carried no arms, ammunition or explosives and was not involved in any 
intelligence gathering, military operations or exercises at the time of the flight.  The aircraft in 
question’s destination was the United States, having originated in the UK. It was not scheduled 
to enter Irish airspace at any time and only entered to make this emergency landing.

14/06/2018WRD01700Passport Services

14/06/2018WRD0180054. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to open a passport office in Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26036/18]

14/06/2018WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service offers a range of convenient channels for submission of passport applications 
by Irish citizens.  An online passport application service was launched in March 2017 and offers 
the convenience of an online application system 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for Irish citizens 
anywhere in the world, without the need for application forms, printed photos or witnesses.  
At present, the online passport application service accommodates adult passport renewal ap-
plications and passport card applications.  It is planned to extend the online application facil-
ity to other categories of renewal by the end of 2018.   People who cannot or do not wish to 
apply online have the option of applying through their local post office.  The vast majority of 
applications received by the Passport Service from applicants residing in the island of Ireland 
are submitted through Passport Express and Northern Ireland Passport Express.  Northern Ire-
land Passport Express allows applicants living in Northern Ireland to apply for their passport 
through more than 70 post offices. 

Bearing in mind the availability of both the online and postal application channels, very 
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few citizens living in the island of Ireland are required to travel a significant distance in order 
to apply for their passport. In the relatively small number of cases where citizens need to travel 
very urgently and do not have a valid passport, the Passport Offices in Dublin and Cork offer 
an appointment service.

Given the variety of options available, I am satisfied that the current needs of passport ap-
plicants are being met without the need for the establishment of a further passport office.  

Advice and guidance on the above channels and other useful information on passports is 
available on the Department’s website at www.dfa.ie/passport.

14/06/2018WRD02000Passport Services

14/06/2018WRD0210055. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of staff working in the passport offices in counties Cork and Dublin; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26037/18]

14/06/2018WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
number of Full Time Equivalent (FTE) Staff permanently employed by my Department and 
assigned to the Passport Service’s Cork office at the end of May 2018 was 85.9. The number 
of FTE Staff permanently employed by my Department and assigned to the Passport Service’s 
offices Mount Street, Dublin and Balbriggan, Co. Dublin office at the end of May 2018 was 
266.9   In addition to this, the Passport Service received sanction this year for 220 Temporary 
Clerical Officers to be appointed to the Passport Offices in Dublin and Cork in accordance with 

application volumes allocated to each office.  Of these Temporary Clerical Officers, 40 were 
assigned to the Passport Office in Cork and the remainder were assigned to the two Dublin of-
fices.

14/06/2018WRD02300Departmental Budgets

14/06/2018WRD0240056. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his Department’s budget for 2018; the breakdown of same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26039/18]

14/06/2018WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department is responsible for two Votes, Vote 27 – International Co-operation and Vote 28 – 
Foreign Affairs and Trade.  The net Estimate for Vote 27 in 2018 is €498,956,000 and the net 
Estimate for Vote 28 is €192,898,000. A full breakdown of the 2018 allocations to the two Votes 
can be found in the Revised Estimates for the Public Services 2018, which were published on 
14 December 2017.  A link to the published 2018 Revised Estimates, on the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform website, can be found here.

14/06/2018WRD02600Passport Applications Data

14/06/2018WRD0270057. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of passport applications being processed at present; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26040/18]

14/06/2018WRD02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
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Passport Service is currently in its peak season for passport demand with the vast majority of 
applications being received between February and August each year.  The number of applica-
tions received from January to May this year is up by over 5% on the same period last year The 
Passport Service is currently processing over 80,000 passport applications. These applications 
are going through the normal checking, processing and security stages.  The Passport Service 
is meeting its target turnaround times for certain categories of applicants, and I acknowledge 
that there are delays in other categories.  For applicants that have used the Online Passport Ap-
plication service, the target turnaround timeframe of 10 working days (plus postage) is being 
met and in 50% of cases, applications are being processed in 5 working days (plus postage).  
The target timeframe of 15 working days for Passport Express renewals is also currently being 
met.  The Passport Service acknowledges that for certain categories such as first time applicants 
and applicants with lost or stolen passports, processing is taking longer due to additional secu-
rity checks The Passport Service monitors the volume of applications received on an ongoing 
basis to ensure that resources are available to meet demand. In order to respond to anticipated 
application increases and to seasonal demands, the Passport Service received sanction for 220 
Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) this year to be appointed to the Passport Offices in Dublin 
and Cork  .  These TCOs are working together with permanent staff to process passport applica-
tions and to deal with the high number of enquiries being made through the Passport Service’s 
various customer service channels. In addition to the intake of TCOs, staff from other Divisions 
in the Department have been reassigned to assist with enquiries, and targeted overtime is avail-
able.

A central element of my Department’s approach to managing increasing application volumes 
has been the implementation of service improvements in order to minimise the impact unusu-
ally high application volumes have on turnaround times.  The Passport Reform Programme is 
delivering major upgrades to the passport service technology platforms and business processes 
as well as significant customer service improvements. The online passport application service, 
which was launched last year, will continue to make a major contribution to the effective man-
agement of exceptionally high volumes by allowing existing resources to be more effectively 
deployed within the Passport Service.  I would encourage all applicants wherever possible to 
renew their passports using the online renewal service, it is the quickest, easiest and most con-
venient way to renew your passport.

14/06/2018WRD02900Passport Applications Administration

14/06/2018WRD0300058. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade when it will be possible to renew a child’s passport online; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26061/18]

14/06/2018WRD03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As 
part of an ongoing Passport Reform Programme, an online passport application service was 
launched on 30 March 2017.  To date over 200,000 adults have renewed their passport using 
the online facility, with an average processing time of less than 10 working days.  At present, 
the online passport application service accommodates adult passport renewal applications and 
passport card applications.  My Department plans to roll out a similar service for the renewal 
of children’s passports by the end of 2018.   The online passport application service has made a 
major contribution to the effective management of high application volumes.  As more applica-
tions are processed online, staff have been freed up and reallocated to other essential work in 
the Passport Service such as the identification of fraud and the protection of the integrity of the 
Irish passport.
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14/06/2018WRD03200Passport Applications Administration

14/06/2018WRD0330059. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of reform of the passport application system (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26062/18]

14/06/2018WRD03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Pass-
port application forms are distributed to members of the public through public offices such as 
post offices, garda stations and libraries.  The same application form is applicable irrespective 
of whether the applicant is a renewal or a first time applicant. The notes accompanying the ap-
plication form have recently been updated to include information on the Online Passport Ap-
plication service which is available for adults renewing their passport.  This Online Passport 
Application service was launched in March 2017 and since then over 200,000 Irish citizens 
have applied for their passport using this service.  It is the cheapest and most convenient way 
for an adult to renew a passport as it can be done online anywhere in the world, 24 hours per 
day, 7 days per week and removes the requirement for forms, witnesses or printed photos.

The Online Passport Application service is part of a wider Passport Reform Programme 
(2016 – 2021) which aims to roll out further online application services for other adult renewal 
categories and for children by the end of 2018. In 2015, as part of the launch of the Passport 
Reform Programme, a customer engagement survey was undertaken, the results of which indi-
cated a very high level of interest in an online passport application service. 

The continued uptake of the Online Passport Application service, along with the roll-out of 
online application options for further categories of applicants, has benefits for all categories of 
applicants.  As more applications are processed online, resources within the Passport Office can 
be reallocated towards categories of applicants who experience longer processing times due to 
additional security checks being required, such as first time applicants or those with previously 
lost or stolen passports.

The Passport Service is committed to providing the highest level of service to customers and 
is satisfied that the Passport Service can best meet their needs by

continuing to deliver major   upgrades to the passport service technology platforms and 
business processes as well as making significant customer service improvements.

14/06/2018WRD03500Passport Services

14/06/2018WRD0360060. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the reason there is no printing facility for passports in County Cork; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26063/18]

14/06/2018WRD03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service provides a range of application channels to Irish citizens wishing to apply 
for a passport. These include a postal application system, an online passport renewal applica-
tion service and the network of Irish Missions worldwide.  In the relatively small number of 
cases where citizens need to travel very urgently and do not have a valid passport, the Passport 
Offices in Dublin and Cork offer an appointment service.  These appointments can be made 
online at www.passportappointments.ie/Passport printing and personalisation requires highly 
specialised machinery, auxiliary equipment and a temperature-controlled environment.  The 
production equipment and suites need continual engineering support and trained staff to man-
age the sites. In addition to the purchase cost of a new passport printing machine, there are set 
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up and maintenance costs associated with such equipment.  The printing capacity of production 
equipment currently employed by the Passport Service is sufficient to meet current and antici-
pated future demand for passports.  There are no plans at this time to commission additional 
passport production equipment or sites.

There is a facility in the Cork Passport Office that allows for the production of emergency 
travel documents where strict criteria for the issuance of such documentation has been met.

14/06/2018WRD03800Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRD0390061. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance the number of FOI requests 
his Department has received since January 2018; the number that were appealed, refused and 
granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25963/18]

14/06/2018WRD04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): To date, 185 FOI requests have been 
processed by the Department of Finance since January 2018.

Five FOI requests were appealed to the Department requesting Internal Review; four af-
firmed the original decision, while one varied the original decision.  One FOI request was ap-
pealed directly to the Office of the Information Commissioner and was subsequently withdrawn 
by the requestor.  

To date in 2018, the fees that have been paid to the Department by requestors is €281.36 for 
FOI requests, and €60.00 for Internal Reviews.

The Department publishes an FOI Disclosure Log on a quarterly basis, since January 2015, 
on the Department’s website; this log details all FOIs processed by the Department.

14/06/2018WRD04100Vehicle Registration

14/06/2018WRD0420062. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Finance the reason VAT will no longer be 
reclaimable at purchase on classification N1 vehicles; if this will be reconsidered; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25995/18]

14/06/2018WRD0430063. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Finance the reason VRT is increasing on 
classification N1 vehicles; if the decision will be reconsidered; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25996/18]

14/06/2018WRD04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 62 
and 63 together.

I am informed by Revenue that section 130 of the Finance Act 1992, as amended by section 
53 of the Finance Act 2017, provides that EU category N1 vehicles with 4 or more seats and 
to which a BE Bodyworks code has not been assigned will be included in the Category A rate 
from 31 July 2018.  Those N1s with 4 seats or more and which have the passenger and cargo 
compartments completely separate will remain as Category B vehicles.  This will ensure that 
genuine commercial vehicles continue to benefit from the lower rate of 13.3% VRT.  

The EU N1 category incorporates certain vehicles that by design facilitate use for non-com-
mercial purposes (specifically those with 4 or more seats) and that were, over time, increasingly 
being bought and used for purposes that were clearly not commercial.  The tax advantages at-
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tached to these vehicles spurred sales volumes, creating distortions to the market and resulting 
in loss of revenues to the State. I am satisfied that the change in the legislation addresses this 
issue by providing for definitions of VRT categories A and B that accord with the design and 
functionality of both non-commercial and commercial vehicles.

I am further advised by Revenue that there are no VAT implications in relation to the VRT 
changes from 31 July 2018 and the normal VAT rules will continue to apply to the purchase of 
N1 vehicles.

The VAT Consolidation Act, 2010 provides that an accountable person is entitled, subject to 
the normal deductibility rules, to deduct the VAT incurred in respect of the purchase of certain 
business vehicles. Vehicles, such as vans, lorries, pick-ups and crew-cabs are often referred 
to as commercial vehicles for VAT purposes; they are used exclusively for business purposes 
which entitles the business to claim a full refund of the VAT incurred on the purchase. Vehicles, 
such as cars, are mainly used for private purposes and there is no right to deductibility. How-
ever, where a car is being used for at least 60% business purposes VAT legislation provides for 
a VAT refund of the VAT incurred on the purchase (to a maximum of 20%), if the car is reg-
istered for VRT purposes on or after 1 January 2009 and has a level of CO2 emissions of less 
than 156g/km.

14/06/2018WRD04600Community Banking

14/06/2018WRD0470064. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance his views on the report on 
community banking; the reason for the delay in publishing the report; if the delay is being 
caused by a disagreement between his Department and the Department of Rural and Commu-
nity Development on the content of the report; if so, the points of disagreement; if the publica-
tion of the report will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26067/18]

14/06/2018WRD04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department, along with the De-
partment of Rural and Community Development, are responsible for the task of fulfilling the 
Programme for a Partnership Government commitment to “thoroughly investigate the German 
Sparkassen model for the development of local public banks that operate within well-defined 
regions”. 

Local public banking is where the state, or another public body, has ownership of a bank 
or other financial institution, as opposed to private ownership. In Germany, local public banks 
are called Sparkassen. The way the local public banking system is structured means that Spar-
kassen may only operate in specific geographic regions. This means that the lending activities 
of Sparkassen are confined to a particular local area. The aim and philosophy of Sparkassen is 
promoting and encouraging regional economic development and financial inclusion rather than 
solely profit maximisation.  An important part of the business model of Sparkassen is working 
closely and building relationships with local small and medium sized enterprises to support the 
local regional economy. 

As the Deputy will be aware, officials in both departments have been working closely to-
gether to conduct a thorough investigation of local public banks in Ireland, based on the Ger-
man Sparkassen model. This investigation included a consultation process with stakeholders 
and interested parties. Additionally, there has been substantial engagement with Irish Rural 
Link and the Savings Bank Foundation for International Cooperation (SBFIC), the international 
development wing of the Sparkassen Group. As a result, the report contains an analysis of a 
proposal from these bodies for a possible model of local public banking in Ireland, which is 
based on the Sparkassen model. 
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Following considerable analysis by officials, my colleague, the Minister for Rural and Com-
munity Development, Michael Ring T.D., and I have taken time to carefully consider the com-
pleted report on local public banking. I am satisfied that a thorough analysis was undertaken by 
officials. Minister Ring and I circulated the report to all Government departments before jointly 
submitting it to Government at a Cabinet meeting in May. 

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the report has now been approved by Government 
and I anticipate that it will be ready for publication in the near future.

14/06/2018WRD04900Credit Union Regulation

14/06/2018WRD0500065. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of funds in ex-
istence for the rescue and stabilisation of credit unions; the value in each of these funds; if he 
has a role in deciding the future of these funds and the levies charged; if this is solely a matter 
for the Central Bank; the value of moneys extracted from each of these funds in each of the past 
five years in order to protect deposits, rescue credit unions or to deal with the liquidation of a 
credit union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26094/18]

14/06/2018WRD05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can advise the Deputy that the follow-
ing funds are in place which can be utilised under certain conditions to provide stabilisation, 
resolution or member deposit protection support respectively to credit unions.  

1. The Credit Institutions Resolution Fund (CIRF)

The CIRF was established under Section 10(1) of the Central Bank and Credit Institutions 
(Resolution) Act 2011 (2011 Act). The Government contributed €250 million to the Fund in 
December 2011 to provide a source of funding for the resolution of financial instability in, or 
an imminent serious threat to the financial stability of an authorised credit institution, and in 
particular-

- To reimburse the Minister for any provision of a financial incentive pursuant to section 46;

- To provide funds for any payment required pursuant to section 37(1), 42(5), 48 or 98;

-With written consent of the Minister, to provide capital for a bridge-bank; and

- To meet the Bank’s expenses in discharging its functions under this Act.

The total assets of the CIRF Fund as at 31 December 2017, per the draft financial statements 
which are currently being audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General, is €269.7 million. 
The drawdowns (receipts) on the fund for each of the last five years are as follows:

2017:   €0.52m

2016:   €0.27m

2015:   (€0.88m) net receipt

2014:   €6.9m

2013:   €26.9m

 Under section 15(1) of the 2011 Act the Minister for Finance is required to make regulations 
prescribing the rate of contribution or a method of calculating the rate of contribution to the 
Credit Institution Stabilisation Fund. To enable the levy to vary from year to year regulations 
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are made annually prescribing the rate of the levy and the basis on which it will be charged. 
Under section 16 of the 2012 Act consultation is required with the Central Bank and the Credit 
Union Advisory Committee (“CUAC”).

2. The Stabilisation Fund

In accordance with Part 4 of the Credit Union and Co-operation with Overseas Regulators 
Act 2012 credit unions contribute annually to a statutory Stabilisation Fund. The Stabilisation 
Fund, contained within the Credit Union Fund, is available to all credit unions with a reserve 
ratio equal to or greater than 7.5% of the credit union’s total assets and less than 10% and where 
the Central Bank assesses the credit union as viable. Stabilisation support will be provided to 
address short-term problems at credit unions that are viable but undercapitalised. Payment of an 
annual Stabilisation Levy commenced in 2015 (for a period commencing on 1 October 2014) 
and to date levies collected amount to €12.6 million. There have been no drawdowns, to date, 
from the Stabilisation Fund. 

Under section 59(3) of the 2012 Act the Minister for Finance is required to make regulations 
prescribing the rate of contribution or a method of calculating the rate of contribution to the Sta-
bilisation Fund which is a part of the Credit Union Fund. To enable the levy to vary from year 
to year regulations are made annually prescribing the rate of the levy and the basis on which it 
will be charged. Under section 59(3) of the 2012 Act consultation is required with the Central 
Bank and CUAC.

A review of the Stabilisation Levy was carried out in October 2017 and was published on 
my Department’s website. On foot of this review the levy has been lowered to a rate of 0.017% 
while still meeting the original target of €30 million over a ten year period due to growth in 
assets for the sector. I have committed to a review of the levy again in three years before the 
introduction of the 2021 levy.

3. The Credit Union Fund

The Credit Union Fund was established under section 57 of the Credit Union and Co-op-
eration with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 (2012 Act) for a number of purposes including the 
provision of stabilisation support, but primarily to provide a source of financial support for the 
restructuring of credit unions under the Credit Union Restructuring Board (ReBo) and to meet 
the expenses of ReBo in discharging its functions. The Government provided €250 million? 
to the Credit Union Fund specifically for restructuring under ReBo. The Restructuring Levy 
(ReBo Levy) is provided for under section 47 of the 2012 Act and commenced in 2014. The 
ReBo levy for 2015 and 2016 collected €1.43 million and €6.58 million respectively. The total 
ReBo levy collected for the year ending 31 December 2017 was €1.63 million. Approximately 
€22.6 million has been drawn from the Credit Union Fund for restructuring purposes. ReBo 
concluded its restructuring work on 31 March 2017 and, as such, no further levies will be im-
posed after 2017. 

4. Deposit Guarantee Scheme (DGS)

EU Deposit Guarantee Scheme Directive (2014/49/EU) protects depositors in the event of a 
bank, building society or credit union authorised by the Central Bank being unable to repay de-
posits. The DGS is administered by the Central Bank and is funded by the institutions covered 
by the scheme. The DGS protects:

- depositors if a bank, building society and/or credit union authorised by the Central Bank 
is unable to repay deposits;

- eligible deposits up to €100,000 per person per institution;
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- current accounts, deposit accounts, share accounts in banks, building societies and credit 
unions. 

Following the introduction of the European Union (Deposit Guarantee Schemes) Regula-
tions 2015 (S.I. No. 516 of 2015), new funding arrangements, requiring the DGS to reach a 
target fund level of 0.8% of covered deposits by 2024 were introduced resulting in the establish-
ment of the DGS Contributory Fund in 2016. A risk-based methodology, in line with European 
Banking Authority (EBA) guidelines, is employed to calculate annual contributions for each 
institution based on their degree of risk and level of covered deposits. The DGS fund currently 
stands at €157.3 million - the total contribution to the fund by credit unions to date is €25.7 mil-
lion. The total drawdowns on the fund in each of the last five years are as follows:

 2017:   €39.8 million (Charleville Credit Union Limited)* - returns from liquidation not yet 
received but will be repaid to the DGS Contributory Fund.

2016:   €22.8 million (Rush Credit Union Limited)* of which €15 million returns from liq-
uidation to date has been repaid to the credit institutions in proportion to the amount which they 
contributed to the payout.

2015:   nil

2014:   €11.0 million (Berehaven Credit Union Limited)* of which €8.6 million returns 
from liquidation has been repaid to the credit institutions in proportion to the amount which 
they contributed to the payout.

2013:   nil

* Includes small value payments issued in subsequent years in relation to these payout 
events.

14/06/2018WRD05200Revenue Commissioners Investigations

14/06/2018WRD0530066. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of cases in which 
the Revenue Commissioners have found against individuals who failed to declare rental income 
from renting their accommodation through a company (details supplied) in each of the past five 
years; the value of income tax that was unpaid as a result; the value of interest and penalties 
charged; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26095/18]

14/06/2018WRD05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue have informed me that they 
are bound by taxpayer confidentiality in accordance with Section 851A of the TCA 1997 and 
thus can not provide any information that might disclose the tax affairs of any individual tax-
payer or business, including in regard to any third party.   

The vast majority of taxpayers are voluntarily compliant and Revenue assume that recipi-
ents of income from the provision of short-term accommodation have declared the relevant 
details to them for all years. However, where a taxpayer has not declared such income, Revenue 
strongly recommend that they do so immediately as continued non-compliance can become 
costly due to the possible application of interest and penalties on any outstanding tax amounts 
and, may lead to publication in the Quarterly Defaulter’s List, or possible prosecution in more 
serious cases.
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14/06/2018WRD05500Revenue Commissioners Investigations

14/06/2018WRD0560067. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of landlords or 
individuals included in the investigation recently commenced by the Revenue Commissioners 
on undeclared rental income through the use of online websites such as a website (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26096/18]

14/06/2018WRD05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it has 
not started a specific investigation of the type described by the deputy but that the rental sector, 
including businesses or taxpayers operating through online websites, are subject to the same 
level of risk analysis and intervention scrutiny as any other commercial entity. The risk analysis 
includes examination of data that is extracted from multiple sources including information sup-
plied directly by the taxpayer or business, intelligence and information provided by third parties 
in accordance with Section 888 of the TCA 1997, which includes the rental income sector.

Revenue have informed me that when they receive third party data, it is first of all matched 
against the taxpayer record to confirm compliance and to identify any mismatches across all tax 
receipt ranges, including rental income. Where mismatches are identified Revenue deploys the 
most appropriate intervention commensurate with the level of risk involved. These interven-
tions can range from various assurance checks to Audits or Investigations in the most egregious 
cases.

14/06/2018WRD05800Tax Code

14/06/2018WRD0590068. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the tax rules regarding rental 
income earned through the use of online websites such as a website (details supplied); the in-
come thresholds involved; if rent-a-room relief is available to a person that rents a room on a 
short-term basis through a website; if rental income earned through the use of the website and 
similar sites falls under the same rules as regular rental income; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26097/18]

14/06/2018WRD06000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that income 
arising from the provision of short term accommodation through online websites is subject to 
tax and the amount of taxable income is computed and charged to tax in the normal manner. 
Where the accommodation is provided as part of a trade carried on by the taxpayer, the income 
is taxable under Case I of Schedule D of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.   However, where 
the provision of guest accommodation is occasional in nature, the income arising should be 
treated as miscellaneous income (taxable under Case IV of Schedule D). Under self-assessment 
rules, a person is obliged to submit an annual tax return showing his/her taxable income from 
all sources (including rental income) and pay the tax due on that taxable income.  

PAYE taxpayers who have also received profit income from the provision of rooms through 
online accommodation sites also come under the self-assessment system and, therefore, have an 
obligation to make an annual tax return showing all sources of income and to pay the tax due on 
that income. However, in certain circumstances, PAYE taxpayers (excluding certain company 
directors) whose combined taxable profit from their non-PAYE income is less than €5,000 (or 
where the gross income is less than €30,000) per annum may elect to pay the tax due on such 
taxable profit through the PAYE system by reducing their personal tax credits.  Where the tax 
due on all such income has been collected through the PAYE system for a tax year there is no 
obligation to complete a tax return for that tax year unless specifically requested to do so by 
Revenue.
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Where taxpayers have already filed their 2016 tax return but have not declared profit income 
from sources referred to by the Deputy, or similar sources, they may self-correct their tax return 
without incurring penalties, provided it is completed by 31 October 2018 and they have not 
been notified by Revenue of a compliance intervention.  It should be noted that interest on any 
outstanding tax amount will still be payable and will continue to accumulate until the outstand-
ing amount is paid. For taxpayers who have not yet filed a tax return or have not declared rel-
evant income, they should write to their local Revenue office, setting out details of any income 
received and related expenses for all relevant years.

Regarding rent-a-room relief, this is provided for in Section 216A of the TCA 1997. Un-
der the legislation, sums arising to an individual in respect of the letting of a room or rooms 
as residential accommodation in his or her home and from meals or other services supplied in 
connection with the letting are exempt from income tax, USC and PRSI where these sums are 
below the annual limit for the tax year in question (€12,000 for 2015 and 2016 and €14,000 for 
2017 and subsequent years) and certain other conditions are satisfied.

The purpose of the relief is to increase the supply of affordable rental residential accom-
modation by incentivising homeowners to rent out a room or rooms in their principal private 
residence to individuals. It applies where an individual is effectively using the room either on 
its own or in conjunction with other parts of the residence, as his or her home. The relief is not, 
and never was, intended to apply to income arising from the provision of guest accommodation 
to occasional visitors and Revenue has consistently clarified this point and I am aware that the 
clarification has also been subject to significant coverage.

Revenue has recently published comprehensive guidance across all taxes, including Income 
Tax and VAT, on the tax treatment of income from the provision of short-term accommodation, 
which the Deputy may find helpful. The information is available on Revenue’s website at the 
following link.

14/06/2018WRD06100Banking Operations

14/06/2018WRD0620069. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if State-owned banks such 
as a bank (details supplied) will be supporting a new form of payment in the near future; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [26121/18]

14/06/2018WRD06300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the State’s 
shareholding varies across each of the three main banks. 

AIB currently supports Apply Pay and details are available on their website: https://aib.ie/
ways-to-bank/apple-pay

Bank of Ireland provided the following reply: 

“Bank of Ireland is not a State owned bank. The Bank has an existing Pay to Mobile service 
for customers and expects to integrate other third party phone payments propositions in the 
future. However, it is not in a position to confirm timings. 

We have a continuous focus on implementing digital solutions, across all channels, to im-
prove and enhance how we respond to the changing needs of our customers. Bank of Ireland 
is investing significantly in its technology and core banking systems which will improve the 
capabilities of its customer mobile propositions and payment systems.”

PTSB provided the following response:
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“Permanent TSB continues to review market developments in Payments. Development of 
wallet capabilities such as ApplePay is part of the Bank’s plans, but there is no indicative launch 
date as yet.”

14/06/2018WRD06400Tax Reliefs Data

14/06/2018WRD0650070. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the amount of tax relief claimed 
on health expenses; the number of persons and tax units in receipt of the relief; the number of 
claims that were investigated; the number of claims that were disallowed in each of the past five 
years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26130/18]

14/06/2018WRD0660071. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the amount of tax relief claimed 
on nursing home expenses; the number of persons and tax units in receipt of the relief in each 
of the past five years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26131/18]

14/06/2018WRD0670072. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the amount of tax relief claimed 
on the cost of employing a home carer; the number of persons and tax units in receipt of the 
relief in each of the past five years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [26132/18]

14/06/2018WRD06800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 70, 
71 and 72 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the Cost of Tax Expenditures Table is available on the Rev-
enue Statistics webpage at this link.

This sets out, in tabular form, data on a wide range of reliefs, credits and allowances includ-
ing person taking care of incapacitated taxpayer, health expenses and nursing home related 
health expenses. The information is available up to 2015, the latest year for which data is cur-
rently available. The number of claimants included in the data is based on taxpayer units. How-
ever it is important to note that in the case of jointly assessed persons, for example in a marriage 
or civil partnership, the information is recorded as one unit. As a consequence it is not possible 
to provide the Deputy with the exact number of individuals that are in receipt of these reliefs.

In relation to Question 26130/18, the following table sets out the number of PAYE health 
expenses claims that were reviewed and disapproved from 2013 to 2017. Revenue has advised 
me that to include the same information in respect of self-assessed cases would require a very 
significant manual review of records, which is not feasible to undertake. I am also advised that 
the information provided in the table shows the position up to 11   December 2017.

Year No. of Claims   
Reviewed

Value of Claims No. of Claims   
Disapproved

Amount Disallowed

2013 7,945 €3,798,200 1,340 €908,992
2014 5,859 €2,770,178 1,092 €747,832
2015 6,132 €2,766,510 1,052 €699,290
2016 7,326 €3,038,810 1,221 €785,490
2017 (11 Dec) 8,641 €4,583,867 1,374 €1,102,720
Total 35,903 €16,957,565 6,079 €4,244,324
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14/06/2018WRD07100Office of Government Procurement

14/06/2018WRD0720073. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the network coverage requirement criteria has been removed from consideration in the tender 
process under the mobile voice and data communications and associated products and services 
framework; if so, the reason behind the decision; if the requirement for previous client refer-
ences has also been removed; if so, the reason therefore; if the staff from the Office of Govern-
ment Procurement have contacted private company procurement teams to push tariffs, pricing, 
products and services provided by company (details supplied); if there is a protocol to be ob-
served by the Office of Government Procurement staff relevant to attending the launch events 
of products and services by the company; if so, if the protocols are being observed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26065/18]

14/06/2018WRD07300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Procurement 
is a key element of the Government’s Reform agenda. The Office of Government Procurement 
(OGP) was established to drive the reform agenda, adopt a strategic approach to public procure-
ment, leverage the State’s spending power and deliver savings for the State. 

Framework agreements are one of a number of ways in which the OGP engages with the 
market to achieve value for money in the delivery of much-needed public goods and services.  
Framework agreements are established through competitive procurement processes and are 
agreements with suppliers or service providers which set out terms and conditions under which 
specific contracts can be awarded during the term of the agreement.  

The OGP actively engages with our Public Sector clients and their representatives on the 
Public Procurement Reform Programme and the procurement solutions available to them.   In 
relation to the ‘Mobile Voice and Data Communications and Associated Products and Services 
Framework’, the network coverage requirement criterion is available for use by Contracting 
Authorities and has been used in the majority of mini-competitions to date. It is a matter for 
individual Contracting Authorities to determine appropriate award criteria to meet their require-
ments under any mini-competition drawn from the framework.    The requirement for previous 
client references was part of the selection criteria for the Framework.   The OGP has protocols 
and ethical guidelines in place relevant to staff attending events and product launches by private 
companies and all staff are subject to and aware of these protocols.

14/06/2018WRE00200Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRE0030074. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of FOI requests his Department has received since January 2018; the number that were 
appealed, refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25968/18]

14/06/2018WRE00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Details of the 
number of FOI requests received by my Department from 1 January 2018 to 11 June 2018 are 
outlined in the following table.

An appeal of an FOI decision by my Department can be made by seeking an Internal Re-
view of the matter. The appeal will involve a complete reconsideration of the matter by a senior 
member of staff of my Department and a decision will be communicated within three weeks.  
My Department received three requests for an Internal Review in the period in question.

An appeal of an Internal Review decision can be requested by writing to the Office of the 
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Information Commissioner. To date, my Department has not received notification from the OIC 
of any external reviews for the period in question.

There are no charges for submitting a FOI request. However, in respect of non-personal re-
quests, other charges may be applied for the time spent finding records and for any reproduction 
costs incurred by my Department in providing the material requested, for example a search and 
retrieval fee. The amount charged by my Department for such costs for the period in question 
was €130.00.

2018Month FOI 
Granted

FOI Part 
Granted

FOI Re-
fused

FOI With-
drawn 

Handled 
outside of 
FOI

FOI In 
Progress

Monthly 
Total

JAN 1 1 0 0 0 - 2
FEB 4 6 9 0 1 - 20
MAR 4 5 3 1 0 - 13
APR 1 6 5 1 0 - 13
MAY 2 5 4 0 1 - 12
JUN 1 1 4 0 0 21 27
TOTAL 13 24 25 2 2 21 87

14/06/2018WRE00500Sale of State Assets

14/06/2018WRE0060075. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the pur-
pose for which the €400 million proceeds from the sale of Bord Gáis has been used; if it is still 
available for an off balance sheet housing model; if it has been allocated elsewhere in housing; 
if it has been used to pay down the national debt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26051/18]

14/06/2018WRE00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that 
the Deputy is referring to the €400m of proceeds from the sale of Bord Gais Energy that the 
Government announced, in Budget 2015, would be made available to support the Government’s 
Social Housing Strategy.  

As the Deputy will be aware, the intention at the time was that this €400m would be made 
available to establish an off-balance sheet financial vehicle to provide financing to Approved 
Housing Bodies, together with additional private funding, with the aim of facilitating the provi-
sion of additional housing units in support of the Government’s Social Housing Strategy.  

However, despite a detailed investigation of options to use the available funding in this 
way, including a high level of engagement with potential social housing providers and potential 
financiers of social housing, no new model that would, of itself, be capable of providing and/or 
financing social housing on an off-balance sheet basis could be identified that would be capable 
of utilising the €400m of Bord Gais Energy proceeds available.   

Notwithstanding this, it was noted that there were aspects of some of the proposals con-
sidered that did appear to offer potential, in terms of a possible model or models that could be 
developed on an off-balance sheet basis.  This included, in particular, a model for a potential 
‘affordable rental’ scheme to provide long-term affordable residential accommodation for low 
to moderate income key-worker households in urban areas of high demand. 

In response to this outcome, it was decided to convert the commitment from a single lump 
sum payment into a commitment to provide €10m per annum, indexed for inflation, over a 
longer period (20 years), which could be used to secure the development of a pilot affordable 
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rental scheme as envisaged in Rebuilding Ireland. Provision was made for this €10 million in 
annual funding to be allocated to the Vote of the Department of Housing Planning and Local 
Government in 2017.  

I am informed by the Department of Housing Planning and Local Government that, after 
further consideration and as set out in the Strategy for the Rental Sector, the commitment to 
develop an affordable rental model is now being progressed through kick-starting supply in rent 
pressure zones. Lands held by local authorities in such zones are being progressed with a view 
to leveraging the value of the land to deliver the optimum number of units to rent, as part of 
mixed-tenure developments.  This is intended to allow the rental units to be made available at 
cost without the need for on-going rental subsidies. 

Accordingly, the provision of €10 million earmarked for the affordable rental scheme has 
now been redirected to support additional activity under other housing programmes.  Detail of 
the specific measures can be provided by the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment.

14/06/2018WRE00800Educational Supports

14/06/2018WRE0090076. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to roll out 
education programmes to make teenagers more aware of alcoholism; the details of the plans; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25938/18]

14/06/2018WRE01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Schools have a role to play 
in supporting their students to develop the key skills and knowledge to enable them to make 
informed choices when faced with a range of difficult issues, including drugs, alcohol and 
gambling. This is mainly done through the Social Personal and Health Education (SPHE) pro-
gramme, which has a specific module on the use and misuse of a range of substances. SPHE is 
currently mandatory in all primary schools and in junior cycle. It also forms part of the manda-
tory ‘Well-being’ area of learning for the new junior cycle which was introduced in September 
2017. Schools are also encouraged to deliver the SPHE programme in senior cycle.

Relevant topics in SPHE include student decision-making skills and safety and protection. 
Students learn how to exercise judgement, weigh up different possibilities, examine the steps 
and choices that guide them towards considered decision-making, begin to understand their 
own rights and the rights of others, and explore decision-making. In respect of safety, students’ 
ability to assess the consequences of risky behaviour is developed.

Current best practice guidelines for the delivery of SPHE indicate that the classroom teacher 
is the best placed professional to work sensitively and consistently with students and that in-
dividual themes such as Substance Misuse Prevention should not be treated in isolation but 
should be integrated with the other SPHE modules.

14/06/2018WRE01100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

14/06/2018WRE0120077. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the review of the allocation of special teaching hours of a school (details supplied); the expected 
completion date for the review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25949/18]

14/06/2018WRE01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that DES Circular 0013/2017 for primary schools and 0014/2017 for post primary schools set 
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out details of the new model for allocating special education teachers to schools.

The revised allocation process replaces the generalised allocation process at primary and 
post primary school level for learning support and high incidence special educational needs, 
and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocation process which provided 
additional resource teaching supports to schools, to support pupils assessed as having Low 
Incidence disabilities. 

The new Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for spe-
cial educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational 
profile. 

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special educa-
tional needs. Substantial research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all of the evidence points to the 
fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children.  

No school, has lost supports as a result of the implementation of the new model. In addition, 
no school received an allocation, for the support of pupils with complex needs, less than the 
allocation they received to support such pupils during the 2016/17 school year.  

An additional 900 teaching posts have been provided in the 2017/2018 school year to sup-
port the introduction of this new allocation model. The provision of an additional 900 teaching 
posts is a very significant investment in the provision of additional teaching support for pupils 
with special educational needs in our schools.  

The additional funding provided additional supports to over 1300 schools who identified as 
needing additional supports as a result of the new model while ensuring that no school received 
a reduced allocation.

The provision of a profiled allocation is designed to give a fairer allocation for each school 
which recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which pro-
vides a graduated allocation which takes into account the actual level of need in each school. 

It is acknowledged and accepted that schools will have some additional pupils with special 
educational needs enrolling to their school subsequent to the profiles having been developed. 

However, for the most part these will be balanced by the fact that some students who had 
additional teaching needs in the previous year will have left the school. The baseline is also 
designed to ensure that schools have some capacity to provide additional support to pupils. 

Under the new allocation model, schools are provided with a total allocation which includes 
a baseline allocation for the school and an allocation based on the school’s profile. 

Schools are frontloaded with resources, based on each school’s profile, to provide supports 
immediately to those pupils who need it without delay. Schools therefore no longer have to 
make applications, for newly enrolled pupils for whom resource teaching hours may have been 
provided under the old model, or for pupils who have received a new diagnosis, as schools now 
receive a single allocation for all of their special education teaching needs, based on their school 
size and profile.   

Where a school profile significantly changes following the allocation process e.g. a devel-
oping school where the net enrolment numbers significantly increase year on year additional 
allocations may be made.
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The criteria for qualification for mainstream school developing school posts for the 2017/18 
school year was set out in DES Circular 17/2017 (Primary School Staffing Schedule) and DES 
10,11,12/2017 (Post Primary School Staffing Schedule).

Schools who qualified for additional mainstream developing school posts in accordance 
with these criteria also qualified for additional Special Education Teaching Allocations to take 
account of this developing status. 

It is also acknowledged that there will be some schools where exceptional circumstances 
may arise.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) will also be available to support schools 
where schools have developed and implemented appropriate plans for the deployment of their 
special education needs teaching resources, but the school considers that further support may 
be required. This support may involve Continuing Professional Development or further training 
for school staff, advice in relation to the support plans that are in place, and possibly a review 
process once schools can clearly demonstrate that exceptional circumstances have arisen in the 
school.

Details of this review process are available at the following link. 

The criteria set out that the exceptional or unforeseen circumstances must be demonstrated 
to be substantially beyond that which the school profile is intended to provide for, as set out in 
DES Circulars 0013 and 0014, to the extent that the school is clearly unable to meet the needs 
of the full cohort of students even when all existing resources have been fully and effectively 
managed and deployed.

The NCSE will review applications to establish whether the circumstances arising in the 
school are so exceptional that they are beyond that which could have been anticipated by the 
school profile and whether the schools requires additional support.

The NCSE has confirmed that they received an application from the school referred to by 
the Deputy, on 19th April, 2018. The NCSE are reviewing this application to establish whether 
it fulfils the criteria for an exceptional circumstances review and will be in contact with the 
school shortly to advise the outcome of this consideration.

14/06/2018WRE01400School Management

14/06/2018WRE0150078. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the issue of 
principal release days and changes to the way they are calculated as expressed in correspon-
dence by a school (details supplied) in County Donegal will be prioritised; if greater resources 
will be allocated to teachers and schools as part of budget 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25950/18]

14/06/2018WRE01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Recently published Circu-
lar - 40/2018 is available on the Department’s website, which outlines the number of days that 
teaching principals may take as release time in a school year in order to assist them fulfilling 
their principal duties. Under these arrangements my Department pays for a substitute teacher to 
be employed by a school to facilitate administrative functions to be undertaken by the teaching 
principal.

Building on measures in previous budgets to enhance school leadership, Budget 2018 made 
€0.4 million available to fund almost 4600 additional release days for teaching principals in 
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primary schools. This additional funding will see an increase in the number of release days 
available to teaching principals in the 2018/19 school year to 17, 23 or 29 days depending on 
the size of the school.

Budget 2017 allowed for the commencement of restoration of middle management posts as 
part of an agreed distributed leadership model and meant lifting the rigidity of the longstand-
ing moratorium on these posts at primary and post-primary levels. This recognises the key role 
school leadership has in promoting a school environment which is welcoming, inclusive and 
accountable.

€2.75m was allocated in Budget 2017 to restore middle management positions i.e. the 
equivalent of approximately 1,300 middle management posts (Assistant Principal I and Assis-
tant Principal II) at both Primary and Post-Primary. (2,600 in total)

The selection and recruitment process is well under way in most of our primary schools and 
the majority of these new middle management posts will be filled in the current school year, 
including schools where the Principal is a “Teaching Principal”.

Circular 63/2017 was issued by the Department in September 2017 which deals and sets out 
a leadership and management framework for posts in recognised primary schools. 

While the Principal is ultimately responsible to the Board of Management for the manage-
ment and leadership of the school, the Deputy Principal occupies a position of vital importance 
within the senior leadership team in each school. The Deputy Principal co-operates with the 
Principal in the fulfilment of the Principal’s role and acts or deputises as the Principal in the 
Principal’s absence.

In relation to the duties assigned to Assistant Principal posts, the Principal following consul-
tation with staff, agree the schedule of duties as best meet the needs of the school. These duties 
are designed to reduce the workload of the Principal.

 I recently announced an extension to the arrangements for schools with teaching principals 
to cluster their release days into full-time posts, with one teacher covering the release days of 
all the schools in the cluster.  Up to 50 principal release cluster posts will be put in place for the 
2018/19 school year. This measure will assist teaching principals to more effectively plan their 
release days for the benefit of the school.

Any additional increase in the number of release days will be considered as part of the next 
annual budgetary process alongside the many other demands from the education sector.

14/06/2018WRE01700Summer Works Scheme Applications

14/06/2018WRE0180079. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills when funding 
will be provided to a school (details supplied) in County Cork for an essential maintenance 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25954/18]

14/06/2018WRE01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the funding mechanism for the works referred to is my Department; Summer Works Scheme 
(SWS).  The SWS is a multi-annual Scheme.  Over 1,650 schools, nearly 50% of schools, ap-
plied for inclusion under the current round of the scheme which reflects a very high demand.  

To date, almost €80 million has been approved under the current round of the Scheme, in 
respect of 635 school projects, 464 primary and 171 post-primary schools,  for Gas, electri-
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cal upgrades, mechanical, sanitation and roof improvement works..  Details of the successful 
school applicants, are published on the Department’s website www.education.ie  . 

In relation to the Summer Works Scheme 2018, over €25 million will be spent on summer 
works projects in 2018.  This expenditure will enable the remaining approved improvement 
works for 178 schools nationwide to be completed. These works will be carried out by the 
schools themselves on a devolved basis mainly over the summer months, so the disruption to 
students, teachers and other school staff will be kept to a minimum.

Furthermore, the Department intends to engage with the relevant education partners in re-
lation to giving schools a better lead-in period for planning and delivering projects under the 
SWS from 2019 onwards.  While the SWS is hugely successful in enabling small scale refur-
bishment works to be done on a devolved basis, the Department considers that the operation of 
the scheme could be improved by providing a better lead-in period for schools rather than in 
Quarter 2 as in previous years.   This will also help ensure that works done under the SWS fit 
better with any wider refurbishment/energy retrofit plans that may be done at schools under the 
increased funding provided in the National Development Plan. The engagement with education 
partners will commence shortly and will assist in developing a better timeline for the planning 
and delivery of summer works projects for 2019 onwards.

Alternatively, the school may use their minor works grant, which all primary schools re-
ceived last December, to carry out works in full or on a phased basis, as that grant permits, if 
the school considers the works to be a priority.

14/06/2018WRE02000Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRE0210080. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
FOI requests his Department has received since January 2018; the number that were appealed, 
refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25961/18]

14/06/2018WRE02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following table gives 
details of the number FOI requests received by my Department since January 2018.  The table 
includes the number that were appealed, refused and granted, respectively and the costs that 
were applied.

Freedom of Information requests - 1 January 2018 - 11 June 2018

Requests Appeal - 
Internal 
Review 
(IR)

Internal 
Review 
- Fees 
Charged

Appeal 
- Office 
of the In-
formation 
Commis-
sioner 
(OIC)

Year Total 
Received 
(Year to 
Date)*

Granted Part-
Granted

Request 
Trans-
ferred

Request 
with-
drawn or 
handled 
outside of 
FOI

Refused Current 
FOI on 
Hand

Total Total Total

2018 289 34 54 9 89 41 62 9 €210 1

Note:

- Total FOIs 2018 to date includes 34 live FOIs carried over from 2017
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- Of the 9 appealed for internal review, 8 were upheld, 1 partially overturned

- The Appeal to the Information Commissioner is yet to be considered.

14/06/2018WRE02300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

14/06/2018WRE0240081. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reasoning 
whereby children need to be reassessed for SNA support upon commencement of post-primary 
school with reference to circular 0030/2014, in a situation in which children have been ap-
proved for SNA support in 4th, 5th or 6th class and reassessment of the support is to be carried 
out on a three year basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25992/18]

14/06/2018WRE02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

Circular 0030/2014 outlines that the care needs that a pupil has may change over time and 
that many children will naturally have diminishing care needs as they get older, and as they 
develop both physically and socially. In this regard, SNA allocations (excluding SERC recom-
mended ratios of SNA support in special schools and classes) made from September 2014 are 
made initially for a maximum period of three years, subject to annual review, and subject to a 
full reassessment of their care needs at the end of the three year period. 

When considering applications for SNA support from post-primary schools the NCSE will 
take in to account the importance of the requirement to allocate necessary care supports with 
the right of a child to acquire personal independence skills. SNA support will be provided to 
post-primary schools when required, however, continued and ongoing access to SNA support is 
generally not desirable for post-primary students, unless absolutely essential, as it can impede 
their independence and socialisation needs at an important developmental stage of their life. 

While the provision of SNA support for post-primary schools may have additional consid-
erations, my Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA 
support will receive access to such support.

14/06/2018WRE02600School Patronage

14/06/2018WRE0270082. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria by which 
the schools reconfiguration for diversity process will assess the demand for school patronage; 
and the criteria by which the demand for Gaelscoileanna will be assessed. [26000/18]

14/06/2018WRE02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, in January, 2017, I announced new plans aimed at providing more multi-denominational 
and non-denominational schools across the country, in line with the choices of parents, families 
and school communities and the Programme for Government commitment of reaching 400 such 
schools by 2030.
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The Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity process involves the Education and Training 
Boards (ETBs) in the initial phase, as the State’s local education authorities, identifying areas 
where there is likely to be demand for greater diversity of school patronage and working with 
local City/County Childcare Committees to establish evidence of this demand among the cohort 
of pre-school parents.

As part of this process, surveys of the parents of pre-school children commenced from 24th 
May 2018 in 16 areas across the country. 

ETBs will analyse the survey results and determine the extent of demand for multi-denom-
inational or non-denominational education in each area, including the demand for a multi- or 
non-denominational Gaelscoil.  This will form the basis of discussions with the majority patron 
(the Catholic Bishop in most cases) concerning the transfer of patronage of an existing school 
to meet that demand.  Each ETB will then draw up a comprehensive report on the position in 
relation to each of the 16 pilot areas for submission to the Department of Education and Skills, 
which will subsequently publish the reports.

It is planned that, following the publication of the reports, the Schools Reconfiguration for 
Diversity process will move into the Implementation Phase, involving existing patrons consult-
ing with their local school communities on accommodating the demand for diversity by trans-
ferring patronage of an existing school to a new multi-/non-denominational patron.

The new process supporting transfers of schools to multi-denominational patrons in re-
sponse to the wishes of local families is based around principles of transparency and coopera-
tion. Therefore, there will be a very substantial level of consultation of local communities in the 
process, both with the ETBs in the initial phase to establish evidence of demand by consulting 
pre-school parents and subsequently through the requirement for the existing patron to consult 
with local community and school interests in proposing to transfer patronage of an existing 
school to an alternative patron body, in either language medium.  In that process, proposals 
from all prospective multi-denominational patrons that wish to be considered will be taken into 
account.

14/06/2018WRE02900Seán Lemass Awards for Enterprise

14/06/2018WRE0300083. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the Seán Lemass 
Awards for Enterprise have been discontinued; the reason for same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26001/18]

14/06/2018WRE03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Seán Lemass Awards 
for Enterprise were awarded to young people who had won other enterprise competitions, in-
cluding the Transition Year ‘Get up and Go’ competition organised by my Department and the 
‘Student Enterprise’ competition organised by the Local Enterprise Offices. The awards were 
last presented in 2014.  The awards commemorated the role of former Taoiseach Sean Lemass 
in promoting Ireland’s industry and developing its infrastructure.

As part of my Department’s Action Plan for Education, a new Entrepreneurship Education 
Policy Statement will be published. This Policy Statement will inform the development of new 
Entrepreneurship Education Guidelines for Schools to support the delivery of Entrepreneurial 
Education and experiential learning opportunities. It is proposed in this context that a new 
overarching National Entrepreneurial Award for primary and post-primary schools will be es-
tablished, encompassing a broader range of competition areas than at present.
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14/06/2018WRE03200School Accommodation Provision

14/06/2018WRE0330084. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of the provision of additional accommodation for a school (details supplied) for the 185 newly 
enrolled students due to attend there on 28 August 2018; the provision sanctioned for the school 
to meet the additional enrolment; the timeframe for its delivery in order that the school will 
have the necessary accommodation needs for August 2018; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26014/18]

14/06/2018WRE03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that approval 
in principle for temporary accommodation at the school referred to by the Deputy was granted 
to meet the school most immediate accommodation requirements.

In addition my Department has approved the provision of additional permanent accommo-
dation to address a deficit in general classroom provision.  

The relevant ETB has been advised of the position in each respect.

14/06/2018WRE03500Apprenticeship Data

14/06/2018WRE0360085. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the budget al-
location for 2018, 2019 and 2020 for apprenticeships; the way in which the funds will be spent; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26033/18]

14/06/2018WRE0370086. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the approxi-
mate cost of training an apprentice per annum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26034/18]

14/06/2018WRE03800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
In 2018, €122m has been allocated for apprenticeship training which represents an increase of 
almost 24% on the 2017 allocation of €98.7m.  This will allow for the delivery of 10 new ap-
prenticeship programmes and 6,197 new apprentice registrations as set out in the Action Plan 
to Expand Apprenticeship and Traineeship 2016-2020.  Future years’ allocations will be deter-
mined through the normal budgetary process which takes account of competing demands and 
the overall availability of resources.  

It is estimated that the cost of training an apprentice in one of the existing craft apprentice-
ships is approximately €6,700 per annum and the cost of training an apprentice in one of the 
new consortia led apprenticeships is approximately €5,100 per annum. However, as part of the 
2019 estimates process my Department is currently reviewing the per capita costing for both 
craft based and consortia led apprenticeships.  This exercise involves collecting detailed data 
from both SOLAS and the Higher Education Authority and, when completed, will provide a 
more accurate base from which future funding requirements can be established to meet the tar-
gets set out in our Apprenticeship Action Plan. 

14/06/2018WRE04000Apprenticeship Programmes

14/06/2018WRE0410087. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the €8 mil-
lion in funding for institutes of technology to support apprenticeships announced on 11 June 
2018 is new additional funding or part of the previously announced apprenticeship budget; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [26035/18]
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14/06/2018WRE04200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
On 11 June I announced the allocation €8 million in Exchequer capital funding to Institutes of 
Technology for the purchase of equipment and enabling works for apprenticeship training.  This 
allocation is separate and additional to the €122 million in current funding for apprenticeship 
allocated in 2018 from the National Training Fund.

14/06/2018WRE04300Departmental Correspondence

14/06/2018WRE0440088. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a reply 
will issue to correspondence from a person (details supplied); the reason it has taken over two 
months to reply to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26059/18]

14/06/2018WRE04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The issue referred to by the 
Deputy refers to reasonable accommodation for an employee with a disability.  The Employ-
ment Equality Acts require employers to take reasonable steps to accommodate the needs of 
employees and prospective employees with disabilities. Reasonable accommodation typically 
involves some modification to the tasks/structure of a job or workplace environment, which 
would enable such an employee to fully perform their work role and enjoy equal employment 
opportunities. However, employers are not obliged to provide special treatment or facilities if 
the cost of doing so is excessive or disproportionate. 

Under Section 24 of the Education Act, 1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment 
Act, 2012) the Board of Management is the employer. The Board of Management should there-
fore explore in conjunction with the employee, the appropriate School Management Body and 
the Occupational Health Service  any appropriate enabling options.

In response to the school’s correspondence of 23/3/2018  my Department wrote to the 
school on 20/4/2018 advising the Principal in relation to the obligations of employers as out-
lined above.

14/06/2018WRE04600State Examinations Oversight

14/06/2018WRE0470089. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the checks in place to 
verify the validity of marking of leaving certificate test papers; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26064/18]

14/06/2018WRE04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations. In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission 
for direct reply to you.

14/06/2018WRE04900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

14/06/2018WRE0500090. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a review 
of the proposed allocation of SNA support to a school (details supplied) in view of the enrol-
ments proposed for September 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26070/18]

14/06/2018WRE05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
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qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on the Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie,   in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed. 

In considering applications for SNA supports for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA sup-
port will receive access to such support. In line with this policy, I announced last month that 800 
additional SNAs will be allocated for the beginning of the next school year, with a further 140 
expected to be allocated by the end of the year. 

By the end of this year, there will be a total of 15,000 Special Needs Assistants working in 
our schools, a 42% increase on 2011. 

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support on the grounds that Department policy was 
not met in accordance with Circular 0030/2014. 

Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school considers that the NCSE, in applying 
Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level of SNA support to the school to meet 
the special educational and/or care needs of the children concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2018/19, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  The closing date 
for receipt of any appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday, 28th September 2018.

As this question relates to a particular school I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply.

14/06/2018WRE05200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

14/06/2018WRE0530091. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a review 
of the proposed allocation of SNA support to a school (details supplied) in view of new enrol-
ments proposed for September 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26071/18]

14/06/2018WRE05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
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partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on the Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie  , in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed. 

In considering applications for SNA supports for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA sup-
port will receive access to such support. In line with this policy, I announced last month that 800 
additional SNAs will be allocated for the beginning of the next school year, with a further 140 
expected to be allocated by the end of the year. 

By the end of this year, there will be a total of 15,000 Special Needs Assistants working in 
our schools, a 42% increase on 2011. 

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support on the grounds that Department policy was 
not met in accordance with Circular 0030/2014. 

Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school considers that the NCSE, in applying 
Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level of SNA support to the school to meet 
the special educational and/or care needs of the children concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2018/19, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  The closing date 
for receipt of any appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday, 28th September 2018.

As this question relates to a particular school I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply.

14/06/2018WRE05500Schools Building Projects

14/06/2018WRE0560092. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is taking 
to ensure that the school building projects affected by the collapse of a contractor (details sup-
plied) will be completed in time for the new school year; the responsibility a company has in 
respect of the completion and delivery of these projects; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26077/18]

14/06/2018WRE0570093. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress he has 
made in handing over the completion of the bundle of school building projects caused by the 
collapse of a company (details supplied) to another contractor; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26079/18]

14/06/2018WRE05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Schools Bundle 5 PPP 
Project encompasses five school buildings and one further education college across four sites 
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in Bray, Wexford, Carlow and Kells.   Following the liquidation of Carillion Construction Ltd, 
a tender process to identify a replacement contractor for the completion of the buildings is cur-
rently at an advanced stage.

The arrangements to put in place a replacement contractor are being managed by the Dutch 
Infrastructure Fund (DIF), which represents the PPP company, and the Project Funders, in close 
consultation with the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) and the Department of 
Education and Skills.  The Project Funders have indicated that the pathway forward to comple-
tion of the schools will become clearer within the next week or so.  The school authorities are 
being advised of developments on a regular basis.  

It is still the case that the schools which are closest to completion remain best positioned to 
be finished for September and all efforts are being made to achieve this.  The Department is also 
working with the school authorities on any necessary contingency arrangements for September.

14/06/2018WRE06000Schools Building Projects

14/06/2018WRE0610094. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to create 
management structures to complete the school building projects affected by the collapse of 
companies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26081/18]

14/06/2018WRE06200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Schools Bundle 5 PPP 
Project encompasses five school buildings and one further education college across four sites 
in Bray, Wexford, Carlow and Kells.   Following the liquidation of Carillion Construction Ltd, 
a tender process to identify a replacement contractor for the completion of the buildings is cur-
rently at an advanced stage.  

The arrangements to put in place a replacement contractor are being managed by the Dutch 
Infrastructure Fund (DIF), which represents the PPP company, and the Project Funders, in close 
consultation with the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) and the Department of 
Education and Skills.  The Project Funders have indicated that the pathway forward to comple-
tion of the schools will become clearer within the next week or so.

14/06/2018WRE06300State Examinations

14/06/2018WRE0640095. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if compensation is avail-
able for a student (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26125/18]

14/06/2018WRE06500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations. In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission 
for direct reply to you.

14/06/2018WRE06600State Examinations Commission

14/06/2018WRE0670096. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 227 of 24 April 2018, the steps he will take to address the points raised 
in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26138/18]

14/06/2018WRE06800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
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Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations. In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission 
for direct reply to you.

14/06/2018WRE06900Garda Youth Diversion Projects

14/06/2018WRE0700097. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to reports in the media (details supplied) of a recent Garda audit which uncovered 
that An Garda Síochána had failed to pursue cases against up to 7,000 juveniles; the steps he 
is taking to ensure age appropriate interventions take place in cases in which a child becomes 
involved in crime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26010/18]

14/06/2018WRE07100109. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will report on 
the recent Garda audit of crimes committed by children and teenagers as reported in the media 
(details supplied); the reason meaningful action did not take place in up to 7,000 cases; the steps 
he is taking to address this issue; the details of the 21,000 offences by nature of the offence; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [26009/18]

14/06/2018WRE07200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 97 and 109 together.

I am of course aware of the recent media coverage of this matter and, in response to previous 
questions in this House, I have already provided details of actions that are in train in this regard. 

As the Deputy is aware, a number of issues which impact on the effective administration 
of the Garda Diversion Programme were identified following the completion, in June 2017, 
of an examination by the Garda Professional Services Unit (GPSU). The Garda authorities 
subsequently initiated a comprehensive review of all youth referrals between 2010 and 2017 
and a Review Team was tasked with coordinating this work, which covers all of the 28 Garda 
Divisions. 

I can assure the Deputy of my concern that these issues are thoroughly addressed. These 
matters have also been highlighted in correspondence from Minister Flanagan to the Policing 
Authority, in the context of their oversight role of An Garda Síochána, and the Deputy will 
be aware that the Policing Authority have indicated their intention to engage further with the 
Garda authorities in this matter. In addition, the Acting Commissioner has been requested to 
ensure that the present Review is completed as soon as possible, and my Department has re-
cently sought a further update on the progress of the review from the Garda authorities, which 
is awaited. 

The Garda Youth Diversion Programme is an essential part of Government strategy to help 
tackle youth crime, and it is very important that it operates effectively. The operation of the 
Programme by An Garda Síochána is strongly supported by a nationwide network of 105 Gar-
da Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs), which are funded by my Department and operated by 
community-based organisations.

My Department is currently engaged in a wide-ranging consultation process to support the 
development of GYDP services over the next few years. This process is helping to distil key 
issues to be addressed in expanding and enhancing the provision of GYDP services, includ-
ing in relation to age-appropriate interventions. Of particular importance in this regard will be 
the preservation of strong links with the local community and encouraging the provision of an 
integrated service by working in partnership with all relevant service providers, with the over-
arching objective of ensuring that appropriate GYDP services are available to all children who 
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could benefit, regardless of where they live in the State.  In addition, a renewed emphasis on 
preventative work and on use of mentoring approaches will be key in ensuring age-appropriate 
responses to the needs of individual children.

14/06/2018WRE07300Road Traffic Accidents Data

14/06/2018WRE0740098. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
fatalities recorded for hit and run road traffic accidents which occurred in the Mallow Garda 
district during the period 1985 to 2017. [26108/18]

14/06/2018WRE0750099. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the individual 
breakdown of the hit and run accident fatalities in each Garda subdistrict in each of the years 
1985 to 2017. [26109/18]

14/06/2018WRE07600100. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
two or more fatalities for each hit and run accident in each of the years 1985 to 2017 for each 
Garda subdistrict. [26110/18]

14/06/2018WRE07700102. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
fatal hit and run accidents that remain outstanding and unsearched in terms of no persons being 
brought before the courts in each of the Garda sub-districts concerned in each of the years 1985 
to 2017. [26112/18]

14/06/2018WRE07800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 98 to 100, inclusive, and 102 together.

I have requested a report from An Garda Síochána in relation to the statistics sought by the 
Deputy and I will be in contact with the Deputy directly on receipt of this report.

14/06/2018WRF00400Road Traffic Offences Data

14/06/2018WRF00500101. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
successful criminal prosecutions secured for each Garda subdistrict in each of the years 1985 to 
2017 in relation to hit and run accidents. [26111/18]

14/06/2018WRF00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which include the 
provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that they are not in a position to provide statistics by Garda sub 
District and the information being provided in the table below from the Court Service is by 
District Court Area. 

The statistics are obtained from the Criminal Case Tracking System which became opera-
tional in 2005. It is not possible to provide statistics for the period 1985-2004.

Report from 2005 to 2017 on the number of persons convicted for hit and run incidents in-
cluding the following offences;  

- Hit & Run (Fail to give appropriate Information)
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- Hit & Run (Failing to remain at scene)

- Hit & Run (Failing to Report occurrence)

- Hit & Run (Failing to Stop)

 Note:  If a person was convicted in more than area in the same year, they will appear twice 
on the report.

Court Area   
 2005   

  
2006   

   
2007   

   
2008   

   
2009   

   
2010   

   
2011   

   
2012   

   
2013   

   
2014   

   
2015   

  
2016   

   
2017   

ABBEYFEALE - 1 2 1 - 1 1 1 - - - - -

ACAILL - - - - - - - - 1 - - - -

AN CLOCHAN LIATH 3 2 4 2 1 1 - - - - 2 1 1

AN DAINGEAN - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1

AN FAL CARRACH - 2 2 1 1 - 1 1 - - - 1 -

AN SPIDEAL 3 4 - - 2 1 - - - - - - -

ARDEE 1 1 - 1 1 - 1 2 1 - 2 - -

ARKLOW 1 2 4 7 2 4 1 1 - 1 1 - 2

ARVA - 2 1 - - - - - - - - - -

ATHENRY - - 2 2 2 - - 1 - - - - -

ATHLONE 3 1 1 - - 3 4 2 2 - 1 5 11

ATHY - 2 - 4 1 5 - 2 1 - 1 2 3

BAILIEBOROUGH - 1 5 3 - - 1 - - - - - -

BALLAGHADERREEN - 3 1 3 1 - 1 1 1 1 - - -

BALLINA 3 4 6 3 3 2 3 3 2 5 3 1 -

BALLINASLOE - 1 1 1 4 - - 1 3 1 1 1 2

BALLINROBE - - 2 2 1 - - - - - - - -

BALLYBAY 3 3 1 - - - - - - - - - -

BALLYCONNELL & SWANLINBAR - 3 3 4 1 - - 1 1 - - - -

BALLYCROY - - 1 - - - - - - - - - -

BALLYFARNON 1 - - - - - - - - - - - -

BALLYHAUNIS - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - - - -

BALLYMOTE 1 1 - - 1 - - - - - - - -

BALLYSHANNON 2 2 3 1 1 - 3 - 1 - 1 2 1

BALTINGLASS - - 1 - 2 1 1 - 1 - - - -

BANAGHER - - - 1 - - - - - - - - -

BANDON 3 3 - 4 2 2 4 5 1 1 - 1 3

BANTRY - 2 - 4 1 - 3 3 - 3 1 2 4

BEAL AN MHUIRTHEAD 3 1 - 2 1 1 1 - - 1 - - -

BIRR - 1 - 1 2 2 - - - - - - -

BORRISOKANE - 1 - - 2 - - - - - - - -

BOYLE 1 - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - -

BRAY - 5 3 5 6 1 4 2 2 5 6 3 2

BRUFF - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - - -

BUNCRANA 2 3 - 1 - 1 1 - 1 4 5 2 -

CAHIR - - 2 - - - - - - - - - -

CAHIRCIVEEN - - - - - - - 1 - - - - 1

CARLINGFORD - 1 - - - - - - - - - - -

CARLOW 4 3 2 7 1 8 4 1 1 - 3 5 9

CARNA 1 - 1 - 1 - - - - - - - -

CARNDONAGH 1 2 2 1 1 - 1 1 - 1 1 2 3

CARRICK ON SHANNON 1 1 1 1 - 1 3 2 - 2 2 3 1

CARRICK ON SUIR 1 3 3 - 5 1 2 - - - 2 5 1

CARRICKMACROSS 3 1 2 2 - - - 4 - 1 1 2 2

CASHEL - 1 - - 2 1 1 - 1 3 - 1 4

CASTLEBAR 1 1 1 2 - 4 - 1 1 1 1 3 2

CASTLEBLANEY 3 1 3 - - - - - - - - - -

CASTLECOMER - 3 - 2 - 1 - - - - - - -

CASTLEISLAND - 1 1 - - - 2 - - - - - -

CASTLEPOLLARD 1 2 3 2 - - - - - - - - -
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Court Area   
 2005   

  
2006   

   
2007   

   
2008   

   
2009   

   
2010   

   
2011   

   
2012   

   
2013   

   
2014   

   
2015   

  
2016   

   
2017   

CASTLEREA - - 3 1 2 1 1 - - - 1 - -

CASTLETOWN BERE - - - 1 - - - - - - - - -

CAVAN 2 1 6 - 3 1 3 - 3 4 6 2 6

CHARLESTOWN - 2 - - 1 - - - - - - - -

CLAREMORRIS - 2 1 - 2 1 1 - - - - - -

CLIFDEN - 3 1 - - - 2 1 1 - 1 - 3

CLONAKILTY - 2 1 4 1 5 1 3 2 2 - 1 4

CLONES 2 - 2 - 1 - - - - - - - -

CLONMEL - - 4 1 4 7 4 2 2 4 - 3 4

COBH 1 3 7 1 6 6 - - - - - - -

COOTEHILL - 2 1 3 - - - - - - - - -

CORK CITY 35 47 52 44 52 39 34 29 32 37 46 38 35

COROFIN - - - - 1 - - - - - - - -

DOIRE AN FHEICH - - - - 2 - 2 - 2 3 7 4 2

DONEGAL 1 3 1 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 - 3 1

DROGHEDA 6 6 5 9 7 5 5 1 4 7 3 6 5

DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 42 57 56 76 66 43 55 46 43 59 58 59 58

DUNDALK 5 6 8 19 13 9 3 8 9 6 9 9 4

DUNGARVAN 1 1 3 2 3 - 1 - 3 3 - - 1

DUNLAVIN 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - -

DUNLEER - 1 2 - - - - - - - - - -

DUNMANWAY 1 2 - - 1 1 - - - - - - -

DUNMORE - 1 - - - - - - - - - - -

DUNSHAUGHLIN 2 2 3 2 2 1 - - - - - - -

EDENDERRY - 1 - 4 1 1 - 1 2 - - - -

ENNIS - 4 2 6 - 5 3 8 4 6 12 9 2

ENNISCORTHY 1 3 7 5 2 3 2 - - - - - -

ENNISTYMON - - 1 1 3 2 - - - - - - -

FERMOY - 2 - 3 - 2 1 3 - 1 5 2 2

FOXFORD - 1 1 - - - - - - - - - -

GALWAY 16 19 22 27 14 25 15 16 13 4 12 5 14

GOREY 3 4 2 1 1 2 3 3 1 3 3 3 6

GORT - - - 1 3 3 1 2 - - - 1 1

GRANARD - - 1 - - - - - - - - - -

GRANGE - - - - 1 - - - - - - - -

HEADFORD 2 1 - 1 - - - - - - -

Court Area   2005      2006      2007      2008      2009      2010      2011      2012      2013      2014      2015      2016      2017   

ABBEYFEALE - 1 2 1 - 1 1 1 - - - - -

ACAILL  - - - - - - - - 1 - - - -

AN CLOCHAN 
LIATH

3 2 4 2 1 1 - - - - 2 1 1

AN DAINGEAN - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1

AN FAL CAR-
RACH

- 2 2 1 1 - 1 1 - - - 1 -

AN SPIDEAL 3 4 - - 2 1 - - - - - - -

ARDEE 1 1 - 1 1 - 1 2 1 - 2 - -

ARKLOW 1 2 4  7 2 4 1 1 - 1 1 - 2

ARVA - 2 1 - - - - - - - - - -

ATHENRY - - 2 2 2 - - 1 - - - - -

ATHLONE 3 1 1 - - 3 4 2 2 - 1 5 11

ATHY - 2 - 4 1 5 - 2 1 - 1 2 3

BAILIEBOROUGH - 1 5 3 - - 1 - - - - - -

BALLAGHADER-
REEN

- 3 1 3 1 - 1 1 1 1 - - -

BALLINA 3 4 6 3 3 2 3 3 2 5 3 1 -

BALLINASLOE - 1 1 1 4 - - 1 3 1 1 1 2

BALLINROBE - - 2 2 1 - - - - - - - -

BALLYBAY 3 3 1 - - - - - - - - - -
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Court Area   2005      2006      2007      2008      2009      2010      2011      2012      2013      2014      2015      2016      2017   

BALLYCONNELL 
& SWANLINBAR

- 3 3 4 1 - - 1 1 - - - -

BALLYCROY - - 1 - - - - - - - - - -

BALLYFARNON 1 - - - - - - - - - - - -

BALLYHAUNIS - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - - - -

BALLYMOTE 1 1 - - 1 - - - - - - - -

BALLYSHANNON 2 2 3 1 1 - 3 - 1 - 1 2 1

BALTINGLASS - - 1 - 2 1 1 - 1 - - - -

BANAGHER - - - 1 - - - - - - - - -

BANDON 3 3 - 4 2 2 4 5 1 1 - 1 3

BANTRY - 2 - 4 1 - 3 3 - 3 1 2 4

BEAL AN 
MHUIRTHEAD

3 1 - 2 1 1 1 - - 1 - - -

BIRR - 1 - 1 2 2 - - - - - - -

BORRISOKANE - 1 - - 2 - - - - - - - -

BOYLE 1 - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - -

BRAY - 5 3 5 6 1 4 2 2 5 6 3 2

BRUFF - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - - -

BUNCRANA 2 3 - 1 - 1 1 - 1 4 5 2 -

CAHIR - - 2 - - - - - - - - - -

CAHIRCIVEEN - - - - - - - 1 - - - - 1

CARLINGFORD - 1 - - - - - - - - - - -

CARLOW 4 3 2 7 1 8 4 1 1 - 3 5 9

CARNA 1 - 1 - 1 - - - - - - - -

CARNDONAGH 1 2 2 1 1 - 1 1 - 1 1 2 3

CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

1 1 1 1 - 1 3 2 - 2 2 3 1

CARRICK ON 
SUIR

1 3 3 - 5 1 2 - - - 2 5 1

CARRICK-
MACROSS

3 1 2 2 - - - 4 - 1 1 2 2

CASHEL - 1 - - 2 1 1 - 1 3 - 1 4

CASTLEBAR 1 1 1 2 - 4 - 1 1 1 1 3 2

CASTLEBLANEY 3 1 3 - - - - - - - - - -

CASTLECOMER - 3 - 2 - 1 - - - - - - -

CASTLEISLAND - 1 1 - - - 2 - - - - - -

CASTLEPOL-
LARD

1 2 3 2 - - - - - - - - -

CASTLEREA - - 3 1 2 1 1 - - - 1 - -

CASTLETOWN 
BERE

- - - 1 - - - - - - - - -

CAVAN 2 1 6 - 3 1 3 - 3 4 6 2 6

CHARLESTOWN - 2 - - 1 - - - - - - - -

CLAREMORRIS - 2 1 - 2 1 1 - - - - - -

CLIFDEN - 3 1 - - - 2 1 1 - 1 - 3

CLONAKILTY - 2 1 4 1 5 1 3 2 2 - 1 4

CLONES 2 - 2 - 1 - - - - - - - -

CLONMEL - - 4 1 4 7 4 2 2 4 - 3 4

COBH 1 3 7 1 6 6 - - - - - - -

COOTEHILL - 2 1 3 - - - - - - - - -

CORK CITY 35 47 52 44 52 39 34 29 32 37 46 38 35

COROFIN - - - - 1 - - - - - - - -

DOIRE AN 
FHEICH

- - - - 2 - 2 - 2 3 7 4 2

DONEGAL 1 3 1 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 - 3 1

DROGHEDA 6 6 5 9 7 5 5 1 4 7 3 6 5

DUBLIN MET-
ROPOLITAN 
DISTRICT

42 57 56 76 66 43 55 46 43 59 58 59 58

DUNDALK 5 6 8 19 13 9 3 8 9 6 9 9 4

DUNGARVAN 1 1 3 2 3 - 1 - 3 3 - - 1

DUNLAVIN 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - -

DUNLEER - 1 2 - - - - - - - - - -

DUNMANWAY 1 2 - - 1 1 - - - - - - -
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Court Area   2005      2006      2007      2008      2009      2010      2011      2012      2013      2014      2015      2016      2017   

DUNMORE - 1 - - - - - - - - - - -

DUNSHAUGHLIN 2 2 3 2 2 1 - - - - - - -

EDENDERRY - 1 - 4 1 1 - 1 2 - - - -

ENNIS - 4 2 6 - 5 3 8 4 6 12 9 2

ENNISCORTHY 1 3 7 5 2 3 2 - - - - - -

ENNISTYMON - - 1 1 3 2 - - - - - - -

FERMOY - 2 - 3 - 2 1 3 - 1 5 2 2

FOXFORD - 1 1 - - - - - - - - - -

GALWAY 16 19 22 27 14 25 15 16 13 4 12 5 14

GOREY 3 4 2 1 1 2 3 3 1 3 3 3 6

GORT - - - 1 3 3 1 2 - - - 1 1

GRANARD - - 1 - - - - - - - - - -

GRANGE - - - - 1 - - - - - - - -

HEADFORD 2 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - -

KANTURK - - 3 1 - - - - - - - - -

KELLS - 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 - - - -

KENMARE - - 1 1 - 1 1 - - 1 - - -

KILCOCK 1 7 6 1 5 2 2 4 5 1 - - 2

KILCORMAC 1 - - 1 - - - - - - - - -

KILDARE 3 2 4 2 3 - - - - - - - -

KILKENNY 3 5 4 10 2 4 2 - 2 2 1 5 6

KILLALOE - 1 - - - 1 - 1 - - - 2 1

KILLARNEY - - 3 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1

KILLORGLIN - 1 - - - - - 1 - - - 1 -

KILMACTHOMAS - - 1 - - - - - - - - - -

KILMALLOCK 2 3 2 1 4 2 3 1 - - - - -

KILRUSH - - 1 - - - - 2 - - 1 - 2

KILTIMAGH - - - - - 1 - - - - - - -

KINSALE - - 1 4 - - 1 1 1 - - - -

KINVARA 1 - - - - - - - - - - - -

LETTERFRACK 1 - - - - - - - - - - - -

LETTERKENNY 7 8 9 11 7 8 8 - 5 4 4 4 9

LIMERICK 6 12 7 6 7 17 5 8 15 10 6 20 21

LISDOONVARNA - - 1 - - - - - - - - - -

LISMORE - - - 1 - - - 1 2 1 - 1 -

LISTOWEL - 1 1 3 1 1 - - - 2 - - 1

LONGFORD 2 3 6 4 3 4 3 3 3 2 4 2 14

LOUGHREA - - 1 2 1 2 2 2 4 2 1 2 5

MACROOM - 4 1 1 1 3 2 4 - 3 1 4 3

MALLOW 2 - 2 - 1 1 3 4 - 1 4 3 2

MEATH - - - - - - - - - - - 4 4

MIDLETON 4 3 4 7 1 2 4 2 3 3 3 8 1

MILLSTREET 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - -

MILTOWN 
MALBAY

- 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - -

MITCHELSTOWN - 2 3 2 - 2 1 - - - - - -

MONAGHAN 3 7 5 2 5 1 1 1 1 1 - 1 4

MULLINGAR 1 5 2 2 3 1 5 - - 2 3 5 3

NA GLEANNTA - - 2 1 - - 1 - 1 2 - 1 -

NAAS 4 10 5 5 5 8 5 10 7 8 9 3 3

NAVAN 4 - 2 4 5 2 1 4 1 3 6 1 -

NENAGH 1 - - 2 - - - 1 - 2 1 2 1

NEW ROSS - 2 6 1 4 4 5 - - - - - -

NEWCASTLE 
WEST

1 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 4 2 2 4 7

NEWPORT 2 - 1 2 - - - - - - - - -

OLDCASTLE 1 - - - - - - - - - - - -

PORTARLINGTON - 2 - 3 2 2 - - - - - - -

PORTLAOISE 7 7 4 4 7 8 4 3 6 4 4 6 2

PORTUMNA 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - -
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Court Area   2005      2006      2007      2008      2009      2010      2011      2012      2013      2014      2015      2016      2017   

RATHDRUM - 2 1 - - - - - - - - - -

RATHKEALE 2 1 1 5 1 2 1 - - - - - -

ROSCOMMON - 2 1 7 3 2 2 2 - 2 1 - -

ROSCREA - 1 2 - 2 - - - - - - - -

SCARRIFF - - 1 - - - - - - - - - -

SCHULL 1 1 - - - - - - - - - - -

SHANNON - 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - -

SKIBBEREEN 2 - 2 - - - 2 - - 3 - 1 1

SLIGO 3 4 5 6 5 1 4 4 - 4 - 3 4

STROKESTOWN - 2 - - - 1 1 1 - - - - 2

SWINFORD - 1 - - - - - - - - - - -

TALLOW - 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - -

TEMPLEMORE - - - - - 1 - - - - - - -

THOMASTOWN - 1 4 - - - - - - - - - -

THURLES 1 3 2 1 - - 2 3 - 2 2 3 -

TIPPERARY - - - - 1 - 1 - 3 3 1 4 2

TRALEE 1 4 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 3 2 1 4

TRIM 1 5 1 8 1 1 2 1 - 1 2 1 -

TUAM 2 - 3 2 2 3 3 7 1 2 2 1 3

TUBBERCURRY 1 1 - - - - - - - - - 1 1

TULLA - 1 - - - - - - - - - - -

TULLAMORE 2 7 5 4 4 6 4 2 2 3 6 2 3

TULLOW - 1 4 - - - - - - - - - -

VIRGINIA - 5 2 4 - 1 1 2 2 1 4 3 3

WATERFORD 
CITY

- 10 12 2 5 7 6 2 2 3 6 5 1

WESTPORT 1 1 3 1 - 1 2 - - 1 1 1 1

WEXFORD 5 5 4 2 6 5 3 3 3 6 2 4 2

WICKLOW 1 4 - 2 1 2 2 3 3 - - 1 -

YOUGHAL - - 3 - 1 - - 1 - 1 1 2 2

Total 249 401 407 422 347 319 285 250 225 262 278 301 322

                      

Question No. 102 answered with Question No. 98.

14/06/2018WRF00800Work Permits Eligibility

14/06/2018WRF00900103. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the sectors in 
which asylum seekers can apply for work; the number of employment permits that have been 
applied for to date; the number of permits that have been issued; the way in which the situation 
will change after the four month temporary measure, that is, after 9 June 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25936/18]

14/06/2018WRF01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): From February 9th 2018, 
when section 16(3)(b) International Protection Act 2015 was struck down by the Supreme 
Court, until the date of entry into force of the EU (recast) Reception Conditions Directive, any 
eligible International Protection applicants can access the employment permit system on the 
same basis as other non-EEA nationals. The interim arrangements for the short period prior to 
the opt-in enables those seeking international protection to access the labour market through the 
Employment Permit Acts.  Employment permits are the remit of the Department of Business 
Enterprise and Innovation and I have no remit or authority in this area.

The Employment Permits Section of the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
(DBEI) inform me that one application for an employment permit has been received from an 
International Protection applicant, which was subsequently withdrawn.  Officials from DBEI 
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have been in direct contact with the International Protection applicant to assist in any new em-
ployment permit application that person may make.

Following Government approval, I used my executive powers to introduce an administra-
tive scheme to allow (from the date the Supreme Court struck down the prohibition), for an 
additional access to the labour market not provided for under the employment permit system.  
This also allowed eligible applicants to activate their qualification for such access which will 
continue under any new scheme to be announced. This current interim scheme provides for 
eligible applicants for international protection (i.e. those in the system for over nine months 
without a first instance recommendation), to engage in self-employment.  As on 12 June 2018, 
the total number of applications for self-employment received under this scheme is 713, of 
which 503 have been granted.  

The arrangements that are currently in place are interim arrangements pending the comple-
tion of the process to opt-in to the EU (recast) Reception Conditions Directive.  The opt-in pro-
cess has proceeded quickly and, on Tuesday 22 May 2018, the decision of the EU Commission 
confirming Ireland’s opt in to the EU (recast) Reception Conditions Directive was adopted.  The 
decision was published on the Official Journal the following day. The implementation group, 
chaired by the Department of Justice and Equality and with representatives from all relevant 
Departments and Agencies, is finalising the details of the more permanent arrangements, which 
will include less restrictive access to different categories of work than the employment permits 
regime which apply in the interim period. It is expected that the more permanent and broader 
labour market access arrangements will be in place upon the completion of the transposing 
measures from the end of June this year.

14/06/2018WRF01100EU Migration Crisis

14/06/2018WRF01200104. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
single largest tragic incident in 2018 in the Mediterranean which saw 112 Tunisian migrants die 
crossing to Greece on an overloaded smuggler’s boat on 5 June 2018; the way in which he will 
contribute to talks regarding EU migration reform from the viewpoint of the safety and well-
being of migrants and refugees coming into the EU; if he will represent the needs of migrants; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25941/18]

14/06/2018WRF01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The death of 112 mi-
grants from Tunisia, who drowned when the overloaded smuggler’s boat carrying them across 
the Mediterranean Sea to Greece capsized, is a tragedy. While the number of deaths at sea in the 
Mediterranean has dropped significantly over the past twelve months, any death at sea, particu-
larly in such circumstances, is tragic. 

Ireland supports efforts made by the European Union and its Member States to put a stop to 
unnecessary deaths in the Mediterranean. 

Ireland has been active in search and rescue missions in the Mediterranean since 2015, first 
through Operation Pontus, a bilateral agreement between Ireland and Italy running in parallel to 
Operation Sophia. Ireland has been a full member of Operation Sophia since 2017. Since 2015, 
Irish naval vessels have rescued thousands of migrants at sea.

In addition to supporting the rescue of migrants at sea, Ireland supports other measures to 
address the root causes of irregular migration, such as through the EU efforts to stabilise Libya 
and neighbouring countries in North and West Africa, both politically and economically.  The 
recently established AU-EU-UN Taskforce on Libya has seen some early successes in its efforts 



14 June 2018

57

to support migrants in Libya. 

Ireland continues to make its own efforts, as well as supporting those of the EU, to improve 
the socio-economic conditions in countries of origin and transit. In this spirit, Ireland continues 
to support the EU Trust Fund for Africa and our pledge doubled to six million euro in 2017. The 
use of awareness-raising campaigns in third countries of origin and transit has been highlighted 
as an area of particular importance in recent EU discourse, and I understand it will be a priority 
of the upcoming Austrian EU Presidency. These campaigns seek to warn third country nation-
als, thinking of travelling to Europe through smuggling channels, of the risks of the crossing.

Ireland supports the opening up of new legal migratory pathways to Europe for third coun-
try nationals, as part of efforts to reduce irregular migration and to reduce the numbers of mi-
grants making dangerous journeys across the Mediterranean Sea. Ireland expects to be an active 
participant in current and future pledges in respect of refugees and other vulnerable persons in 
need of protection. In this regard, we have pledged to resettle 600 refugees each year in 2018 
and 2019 under the EU-UNHCR pledging exercise for the two-year period.

14/06/2018WRF01400Citizenship Applications

14/06/2018WRF01500105. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an ap-
plication for citizenship by a person (details supplied). [25946/18]

14/06/2018WRF01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is on-going 
and I understand that the case is due to be submitted for decision shortly.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most straightforward cases are now processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/06/2018WRF01700Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRF01800106. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
FOI requests his Department has received since January 2018; the number that were appealed, 
refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25967/18]
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14/06/2018WRF01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to inform the Dep-
uty that from 1 January 2018 up to and including 31 May 2018, my Department has received 
372 Freedom of Information Requests.  

To date in 2018 no costs have been applied to any FOI request dealt with by my Department.

Please see the following table below for the breakdown sought.

FOI Requests Received Part-granted/Granted  Refused  Appealed
 372  187  78  27

As the Deputy will be aware, because of the timeframe for processing requests under the 
FOI Act 2014, there will always be a number of live cases on hand yet to be finalised.

14/06/2018WRF02000Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal Data

14/06/2018WRF02100107. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of claims 
being brought to the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal each year; the number of claims 
settled in each year and to date in 2018; the average length of time taken to settle each claim; 
the number of claims over five years still waiting to be resolved; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25982/18]

14/06/2018WRF02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Tribunal administers the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Crimi-
nally Inflicted (General Scheme).  Under the terms of the Scheme, the Tribunal is entirely inde-
pendent in the matter of individual decisions on applications for compensation.

The information requested is provided in the following table.

Year Number of Applications 
Received

Number of Cases in which Payments Made

2012 191 144
2013 228 105
2014 257 75
2015 217 159
2016 210 73
2017 181 31
2018 (to 31 May) 73 10
Total 1,357 597

It is not possible to provide an average length of time to settle each claim as it varies depend-
ing on the circumstances of each case.  While applications are processed with the minimum of 
formality compared to court proceedings where compensation is being claimed under the Civil 
Liability Acts, in making their decisions Tribunal Members must be satisfied that all supporting 
documentation submitted is in order.  In some cases there can be delays pending the availability 
of all required documentation and some cases are complex in terms of medical conditions being 
assessed.  

Because of the manner in which cases are recorded, in particular cases which are opened 
but not actively pursued by the applicant, it is not possible to provide the Deputy with the aver-
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age length of time taken to bring cases to a conclusion and a composite figure for the number 
of cases actually requiring further deliberation is not readily available.  I have asked that these 
matters are examined with a view to clarifying the position into the future.

14/06/2018WRF02300Residency Permits

14/06/2018WRF02400108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for renewal of stamp 4 in the case of a person 
(details supplied); when a decision will issue in the case; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26003/18]

14/06/2018WRF02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
applied for residence permission and a right to work based on their parentage of an Irish citizen 
child. The application is under consideration at present and INIS will be in contact with the 
person concerned in due course.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. The service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by the way of Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Question No. 109 answered with Question No. 97.

14/06/2018WRF02700Juvenile Offenders

14/06/2018WRF02800110. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
charges pressed against juveniles; the number of files relating to juveniles sent to the DPP; and 
the number of juveniles referred to the Garda youth diversion scheme in each of the past five 
years in tabular form. [26011/18]

14/06/2018WRF02900111. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
cases referred to the national juvenile office by Garda division in each of the past three years in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26012/18]

14/06/2018WRF03000112. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the outcome of 
referrals to the national juvenile office in each of the past three years by the number of cases 
relevant to each category; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26013/18]

14/06/2018WRF03100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 110, 111 and 112 together.

The operation of the Garda Diversion Programme is monitored by a Committee established 
under Section 44 of the Children Act 2001, whose annual reports are laid before the Houses of 
the Oireachtas. These reports provide a breakdown of categories of referrals to the Garda Diver-
sion Programme. 

The information requested by the Deputy that is available is provided in the following table.  
The outstanding information has been requested from An Garda Síochána (as noted in the at-
tachment) and will be provided to the Deputy when received.
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Year Children referred to the Garda 
Diversion Programme

Charges Pressed 
against Juvenile Of-
fenders

Juvenile files sent to the 
DPP

2017 Requested from AGS Requested from AGS Requested from AGS
2016 9,451
2015 9,807
2014 9,991
2013 10,420

Number of Children referred to the Garda Diversion Programme by Garda Division

- 2017 2016 2015
Dublin Region Requested from AGS 3,043 3169
D.M.R Eastern 349 316
D.M.R North Central 664 251
D.M.R Northern 589 774
D.M.R South Central 289 193
D.M.R Southern 469 685
D.M.R Western 683 950
Eastern Region 1,193 1311
Kildare 269 367
Laois/Offaly 257 264
Meath 250 259
Westmeath 179 182
Wicklow 238 239
Northern Region 1,054 951
Cavan/Monaghan 280 267
Donegal 328 282
Louth 298 249
Sligo/Leitrim 148 153
South Eastern Region 1,078 1151
Kilkenny/Carlow 268 252
Tipperary 249 304
Waterford 320 344
Wexford 241 251
Southern Region 1,924 1954
Cork City 628 554
Cork North 284 312
Cork West 181 216
Kerry 338 298
Limerick 493 574
Western Region 1,159 1138
Clare 321 353
Galway 488 474
Mayo 176 166
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- 2017 2016 2015
Roscommon/Longford 174 145
Outside Jurisdiction 0 133
Grand Total 9,451 9807 

Outcomes of Referrals to the Garda Diversion Programme

(Please note that “Referrals” records the number of instances for which young people were 
referred for consideration for Diversion, and that some young offenders were referred in rela-
tion to several incidents)

Recommendation 2017 2016 2015
Informal Caution Requested from AGS 6,251 6,145
Formal Caution 3,614 3,474
Unsuitable for Diversion Pro-
gramme

5,266 6,913

Restorative Caution 667 891
No Further Action 661 756
*Others 1,156 1,334
Grand Total 17,615 19,513
*Includes requests for further information

14/06/2018WRF03400Irish Sign Language

14/06/2018WRF03500113. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality 
the progress that has been achieved to date on social inclusion developments for deaf citizens 
under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021 and for the strategy to increase the 
number of sign language interpreters, the development of a registration scheme and quality as-
surance measures and the development of professional training for sign language interpreters. 
[26015/18]

14/06/2018WRF03600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017 - 2021 sets out a four-year, whole-of-Govern-
ment approach to improving the lives of people with disabilities both in a practical sense, and 
also in creating the best possible opportunities for people with disabilities to fulfil their poten-
tial. It is intended that the Strategy will make a significant difference over its lifetime to the 
position of people with disabilities in Irish society. 

In respect of the development and expansion of Irish Sign Language (ISL) services for deaf 
citizens, the commitments can be summarised as follows:  

- Extension of ISL remote interpretation service; 

- Resourcing of the Sign Language Interpreting Service (SLIS) to increase the number of 
trained sign Language and deaf interpreters, to put a quality-assurance and registration scheme 
in place and to provide on-going professional training and development for interpreters; 

- Legislation that will ensure that all public bodies provide ISL users with free interpretation 
when accessing or availing of statutory services. 
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As the Deputy will be aware, the Irish Sign Language Act 2017 was signed into law in 
December 2017 and provides for the following:- 

- Recognition of the right of ISL users to use ISL as their native language;  

- The placing of a duty on public services to provide free interpretation services when ac-
cessing statutory services; 

- The placing of an obligation on courts to take all reasonable steps to allow persons com-
petent in ISL to be heard in ISL.

 The Act will come into operation in December 2020. 

 The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection is responsible for progress-
ing the commitments under the Inclusion Strategy that relate to the extension of the ISL remote 
interpretation service, the increase in the number of interpreters, the establishment of a quality-
assurance and registration scheme and the provision of on-going professional training and de-
velopment for interpreters. Work has commenced on the implementation of this programme, 
completion of which is expected by 2021. DEASP will be reporting periodically on its progress 
in this regard to the National Disability Inclusion Strategy Steering Group, (which comprises 
the Interdepartmental Committee, the Disability Stakeholders Group and the National Disabil-
ity Authority), and at local level through its Departmental Consultative Committee.

14/06/2018WRF03700Garda Station Refurbishment

14/06/2018WRF03800114. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the long-term plan 
for Sundrive Garda station, Dublin 12. [26022/18]

14/06/2018WRF03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that the Garda Commissioner is primarily responsible for the effective and efficient use 
of the resources available to An Garda Síochána.  Further, the programme of replacement and 
refurbishment of Garda accommodation is progressed by the Garda authorities working in close 
cooperation with the Office of Public Works (OPW), which has responsibility for the provision 
and maintenance of Garda accommodation. This includes identifying and progressing any nec-
essary remedial or refurbishment works required at individual stations. As Minister, I have no 
direct role in these matters.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda Síochána Building and Refurbishment Programme 
2016 – 2021 is an ambitious 5 year building Programme reflecting the priorities of An Garda 
Síochána, which will benefit some 30 locations throughout the State.  I am informed by the 
Garda authorities that Sundrive Road Garda Station is not included in the Garda Station Build-
ing and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021.

I am, however, informed that, in addition to the Programme, An Garda Síochána seeks 
where possible to address minor accommodation issues at Garda stations as they arise.  In that 
context and on foot of requests from local management at Sundrive Road Garda Station, I am 
informed that works have been carried out in order to provide fully serviced storage facilities 
at the station; and that further works have been sanctioned in respect of the refurbishment of 
specific areas of the station to enhance the working conditions and to allow for additional per-
sonnel. 

Other than these works, I am informed that local management at the station has requested 
additional works, which are under consideration between An Garda Síochána and the OPW 
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having regard to the funding available for maintenance of the totality of Garda accommodation 
requirements nationwide. 

More generally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that the dispersal and use of resources 
available to An Garda Síochána in the delivery of policing services to local communities and 
the appropriate structures and management arrangements for delivery of these services is under 
consideration by the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and the Commission on the Future of Polic-
ing in Ireland respectively. Both bodies are expected to report later this year.

14/06/2018WRF04000Residency Permits

14/06/2018WRF04100115. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
of a GNIB card for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26041/18]

14/06/2018WRF04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned has 
applied for the renewal of their permission to remain which expired on 16 December 2017. That 
application is under consideration at present.

Such applications are examined having regard for, among other things, the relevant ap-
plicant’s compliance with the conditions attaching to their earlier permission to remain which 
include; that they have obeyed the laws of the State; that they have not become involved in 
criminal activity; that they have made every effort to gain employment and not be a burden on 
the State and that they have resided continuously in the State, allowing for reasonable periods of 
absence from the State for holidays, exceptional family circumstances or commitments outside 
the State arising from business or employment carried on within the State. Such factors will 
also be considered in the context of the case of the person concerned.

Once a decision has been made on this application – to renew or to refuse to renew their 
permission to remain – this decision will be conveyed in writing.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/06/2018WRF04300Prison Service Staff

14/06/2018WRF04400116. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 266 of 17 October 2017, if Cloverhill Prison followed the steps out-
lined therein; if the management of the prison will be further investigated relative to the cases 
reported; if the reply provided is simply the Irish Prison Service mission statement; if the steps 
outlined in the report and in the mission statement are actually followed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26069/18]

14/06/2018WRF04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Di-
rector General of the Irish Prisons Service that all efforts are made to ensure that appropriate 
support is provided to staff who have been threatened or injured in the course of their duties.  
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In the absence of specific details of the cases referred to by the Deputy, I am unable to com-
ment further.  However, the Director General has informed me that he has not been made aware 
of any case in Cloverhill Prison that was not dealt with in the manner outlined in my response 
on 17 October, 2017.

The Director General has assured me that if there is an Irish Prison Service staff member 
who feels that this is not the case, or that they require further support, that they can contact their 
Human Resource Governor or the Human Resources Directorate in Irish Prison Service Head-
quarters who will assist in any way they can.

14/06/2018WRF04600Legal Aid Service

14/06/2018WRF04700117. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for improved 
protocols for the operation of legal aid, particularly in family law cases in which failure to sub-
mit paperwork and other efforts to delay proceedings are occurring. [26083/18]

14/06/2018WRF04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The provision of civil 
legal aid in the State is delivered by the Legal Aid Board pursuant to the Civil Legal Aid Act 
1995 and the Civil Legal Aid Regulations 1996 to 2017. 

I am advised by the Board that it does not stop providing legal aid to a client in the circum-
stances where the conduct of the other party is delaying the progression of the legal proceedings 
concerned. It is for the solicitor to advise the client as to what are the next steps that can be taken 
in terms of progressing the proceedings in such an instance. 

There may, depending on the particular circumstances of the case, be remedies available 
from the Court in relation to proceedings which a party is behaving unreasonably in the conduct 
of the proceedings. This is at the absolute discretion of the Court.

In addition, Regulation 9 (3)(d) of the Civil Legal Aid Regulations 1996 to 2017 provides 
for a procedure whereby the Board may, at any time, terminate a legal aid certificate when sat-
isfied that this is justified and in particular may do so where it considers that the legally aided 
person is behaving unreasonably.

I am also informed by the Board that it has measures in place to quality assure the work 
carried out by solicitors. This is in the form of best practice guidelines for the conduct of cases 
as well as regular reviews of legal aid client files by senior managers. Solicitors working in the 
Law Centres are civil servants and are subject to the Civil Service Disciplinary Code including 
its provisions with regard to managing underperformance. Private solicitors may be removed 
from the legal aid panel(s) of which they are members in cases where serious performance is-
sues arise. 

The Legal Aid Board operates a complaints procedure whereby any applicants who are not 
satisfied with any aspects of the service can make a complaint.  Details of this procedure are 
available at every law centre and on the Board’s website at www.legalaidboard.ie.

14/06/2018WRF04900Court Accommodation Provision

14/06/2018WRF05000118. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
of a new courthouse for Tralee, County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26120/18]
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14/06/2018WRF05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the 
provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which 
is independent in exercising its functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that, as part of its provincial capital building programme, one 
of the objectives is to provide improved court accommodation in Tralee which is one of a num-
ber of provincial city/county town venues nationwide still requiring new or upgraded court-
house accommodation and collectively these venues will be the next priority for investment in 
courthouse facilities outside the capital. 

The Courts Service has advised that it envisages a courthouse comprising four courtrooms 
and related facilities (consultation rooms, custody facilities, facilities for juries and vulnerable 
witnesses, and legal practitioner’s suites) as being required to meet current and future needs in 
Tralee and that this will require a building significantly larger than the existing courthouse on 
Ashe Street. In terms of providing upgraded court accommodation the refurbishment, exten-
sion and development of existing courthouses has always been the Courts Service’s preference. 
However, while this is an option for Tralee, the scope for refurbishing and developing the exist-
ing courthouse on Ashe Street to provide the envisaged accommodation is extremely limited 
due to the nature of the building and the constrained nature of the site.

The Courts Service has also advised that it is currently considering a number of options for 
Tralee Courthouse, including the level of extension and refurbishment achievable within the 
confines of the existing courthouse site; whether it would be feasible to acquire an adjacent 
town centre site and the degree of extension and refurbishment this would allow. Previous ef-
forts to acquire adjacent sites on Ashe Street have not been successful as the sites could not be 
acquired at a price that represented value for money. A further option is to build a new modern 
courthouse on a greenfield/brownfield site and a number of potential sites are being considered 
in this regard. The Courts Service has informed me that a decision has not yet been made and 
that all options are under review.

A number of developments in relation to Courts Service accommodation requirements are 
outlined in the Government’s recent National Development Plan 2018 -2027. They include:  

- Further new or refurbished courthouses in regional cities and county towns where facilities 
remain substandard (including Galway City, Wicklow Town, Portlaoise, Tralee   and Roscom-
mon) and further provincial locations such as An Clochan Liath (Dungloe) to serve as the Gael-
tacht court for the region, and Tuam; 

- Regional Family Law Centres; 

- A nationwide condition survey of all court buildings in the estate will be undertaken to 
determine their condition and identify works required in relation to any issues identified and 
meet ongoing maintenance requirements.

The precise allocation and timing of additional funding over the entire ten year period re-
mains to be fully determined. It will be dependent on the outcome of further detailed planning 
and analysis of costs which will determine prioritisation of projects from a timing and budget-
ary perspective.

14/06/2018WRF05200Road Traffic Legislation



Questions - Written Answers

66

14/06/2018WRF05300119. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the actions he will 
take to address the problem of quad bikes in view of a recent incident in which a person was 
seriously injured and many other similar incidents reported over recent times relating to the 
widespread and dangerous use of quad bikes and scramblers; and the timescale proposed for 
same. [26129/18]

14/06/2018WRF05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): At the outset, I would 
like to express my wishes that the person who was injured last Saturday makes a full and speedy 
recovery. 

The issue of misuse of scramblers and quad bikes is one that is taken very seriously by the 
Government.

The Deputy is already aware that my officials convened a cross-agency meeting on the 
misuse of scramblers and quad bikes on 25 April 2018. Represented at the meeting were the 
Departments of Transport, Tourism and Sport; Housing, Planning and the Environment; and 
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht; An Garda Síochána; the Road Safety Authority; and the 
Revenue Commissioners.  A separate meeting also took place with a representative from Dublin 
City Council on 23 April, as the representative unable to attend the cross-agency meeting.

I asked my officials to arrange these consultations to identify whether there are additional 
legislative or other solutions which can assist in dealing with the misuse of scramblers and 
quad bikes more comprehensively. I am informed that at this meeting, the issue of the misuse 
of scramblers within public parks was a particular point of focus.

My officials are now consulting further with local authorities in the context of the many 
examples of positive engagement fostered by local authorities with local communities, as a 
number of initiatives and projects are of potential interest insofar as the misuse of scramblers 
and quad bikes are concerned. Possible options for further discussion include the provision of 
designated areas, where such vehicles could be used in a safe environment. 

The incident in Darndale Park on Saturday underscores the dangers associated with the mis-
use of these vehicles, particularly in unsuitable environments, where the potential for serious 
injuries to innocent bystanders exists. 

I have requested a Garda report in relation to the incident referred to by the Deputy and I 
will contact the Deputy directly on receipt of same.

I will continue to actively support any positive actions that can be pursued to counteract the 
serious public safety issues associated with the misuse of scramblers and quad bikes.

14/06/2018WRF05500Asylum Applications

14/06/2018WRF05600120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an applica-
tion for leave to remain will be considered in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26142/18]

14/06/2018WRF05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): If an application for In-
ternational Protection has been made in the State, for confidentiality reasons it is not the prac-
tice to comment on such applications and the applicant or their designated legal advisor should 
contact the International Protection Office directly either by email to info@ipo.gov.ie, by tele-
phone to the IPO Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service 
Centre, International Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2.
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Similarly, the International Protection Appeals Tribunal operate an email service which can 
be contacted by individuals with any queries regarding their application -   info@protectionap-
peals.ie.

Under Section 26 of the International Protection Act 2015, it is an offence to identify an 
international protection applicant. The offence is punishable by summary conviction to a Class 
A fine or a term of imprisonment of 12 months or both.  

An applicant may appeal a recommendation by an international protection officer that the 
applicant should not be given a refugee declaration and/or a recommendation that the applicant 
should not be given a subsidiary protection declaration to the International Protection Appeals 
Tribunal. 

Where an international protection officer recommends that an applicant should be given 
neither a refugee nor a subsidiary protection declaration, the Minister will consider in accor-
dance with Section 49 of the International Protection Act 2015 whether to give the applicant 
concerned a permission to remain in the State. 

Where the Tribunal affirms a recommendation that the applicant should not be given a 
refugee declaration and a recommendation that the applicant should not be given a subsidiary 
protection declaration, the Minister will, upon becoming aware of a change in circumstances or 
receiving new information from an applicant that had it been in the possession of the Minister 
when making such decision would have been relevant to that decision, review the decision in 
relation to permission to remain in the State.

The Chief International Protection Officer, following consultation with the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), published a statement on the Prioritisation of 
Applications for International Protection under the International Protection Act 2015 on 27 
February 2017, which is available on the website of the International Protection Office www.
ipo.gov.ie .

14/06/2018WRF05800Naturalisation Applications

14/06/2018WRF05900121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an applica-
tion for naturalisation has been received including supporting documents from a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26143/18]

14/06/2018WRF06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the 
application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy, is on-
going. On completion of the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for 
decision as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most cases are now generally processed within six months, the 
nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases will 
take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can take 
a considerable period of time.  
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/06/2018WRF06100Naturalisation Eligibility

14/06/2018WRF06200122. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person 
(details supplied) has sufficient reckonable residency credits to facilitate an application for 
naturalisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26145/18]

14/06/2018WRF06300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record of an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy. This 
person currently has permission to reside in the State until 25 October 2018.  A determination 
on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to naturalisation can only be 
made after an application is received.  

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and 
when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Na-
tionality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, which governs the granting of Irish citizenship 
through naturalisation. 

Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, as well as the relevant appli-
cation forms, is available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie  .  The website also contains 
guidance on the completion of an application for naturalisation and an on-line naturalisation 
residency calculator which individuals may find of assistance in establishing if the statutory 
residency requirements are met.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

14/06/2018WRF06400Naturalisation Applications

14/06/2018WRF06500123. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when an ap-
plication for naturalisation will be processed in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26150/18]

14/06/2018WRF06600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy, continues to be processed 
and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
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but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most straightforward cases are now processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/06/2018WRG00200Asylum Applications

14/06/2018WRG00300124. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if copies of 
original documentation relating to an application for asylum including details of the hearing in 
the case of a person (details supplied) will be returned; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26152/18]

14/06/2018WRG00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person con-
cerned is the subject of a Deportation Order signed on 11 March 2005. This order requires 
the person concerned to remove themselves from the State and remain outside the State. The 
enforcement of the Deportation Order is a matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.

Representations were received on behalf of the person concerned requesting that the depor-
tation order be revoked, pursuant to the provisions of section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 
(as amended). All relevant aspects of the case will be considered before a decision is made.

The Deputy might wish to note that the decision to ensue from the consideration of this 
request will be to have the existing deportation order ‘affirmed’ or ‘revoked’. Once such a deci-
sion has been made, this decision will be notified in writing. In the meantime, the deportation 
order remains valid and in place. 

The person concerned was required to ‘present’ at the Offices of the Garda National Immi-
gration Bureau on 7 April 2005, to make arrangements for his deportation from the State. The 
person concerned failed to ‘present’ on that occasion and is therefore recorded as a person who 
is evading deportation.

If the person concerned requires copies of original documentation, he is best advised to 
present at the Garda National Immigration Bureau in an effort to pursue this matter further.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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14/06/2018WRG00500Leave to Remain

14/06/2018WRG00600125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent 
to which consideration is being given to an application for leave to remain and regularisation 
of residency in the case of a person (details supplied); if details that were submitted are under 
examination in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26154/18]

14/06/2018WRG00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it has received a 
request for permission to remain in the State in respect of the person mentioned by the Deputy. 

As background, the person’s case is among a large number of cases held by  INIS pending 
the outcome of the Supreme Court judgment in the Luximon and Balchand case which was 
finalised on 24 April 2018.  It is hoped that INIS will be in a position to consider the person’s 
situation shortly in the context of addressing issues which have arisen with a number of other 
applicants who entered the State within the same time period and who are in a similar position.

In this regard, the person’s request remains under active consideration. As it may take some 
time to fully resolve the large number of cases involved, I would ask the person concerned to 
bear with us while we work through these cases. INIS will be in contact with the person again 
when this work is finalised. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

14/06/2018WRG00800Immigration Status

14/06/2018WRG00900126. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
an application for long term residency, stamp 4 and naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26155/18]

14/06/2018WRG01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned is 
the subject of a Deportation Order made on 16 December 2010. That order remains valid and 
in place. 

In relation to the Deportation Order, the Deputy might wish to note that the person con-
cerned made a request, pursuant to the provisions of section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 
(as amended), to have that order revoked. Following the detailed consideration of the request 
made, a decision was taken to affirm the order and that decision was communicated to the per-
son concerned by letter dated 16 June 2017. 

The person concerned then lodged judicial review proceedings in the High Court, challeng-
ing the decision to affirm the Deportation Order. The High Court gave its Judgment in the mat-
ter on 23 January 2018. While the High Court did not set aside the decision to affirm the Depor-
tation Order, the presiding Judge instead directed that certain specified matters be re-examined 
by my Department. I am advised that this judgment is being examined by the relevant personnel 
in the INIS at the present time to see how the Judge’s directions can be accommodated. That 
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process has not yet been completed.

I am also advised that, separately, the person concerned has sought to be re-admitted to the 
international protection process. This request is under consideration at present. The Deputy 
might wish to note that the decision to ensue from the consideration of this request will be to 
grant or refuse consent to re-apply for international protection. Written notification of this deci-
sion will issue shortly to the person concerned.

I am also advised by INIS of my Department that there is no record of an application for a 
Certificate of Naturalisation having been received from the person concerned. The Deputy will 
appreciate that a determination on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant 
to naturalisation can only be made after an actual application has been received.  

While it is open to any person to lodge an application for a Certificate of Naturalisation if 
and when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements, as prescribed in the Irish 
Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, which governs the granting of Irish citizen-
ship through naturalisation, it is difficult to see how a person subject of a Deportation Order for 
the last seven and a half years would be in a position to satisfy the statutory criteria referred to. 
In any event, detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, as well as the relevant 
application form, is available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie.  The website also contains 
guidance on the completion of an application for a ertificate of Naturalisation and also contains 
an on-line naturalisation residency calculator which potential applicants may find of assistance 
in establishing if the statutory residency requirements are met in their particular circumstances.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/06/2018WRG01100Leave to Remain

14/06/2018WRG01200127. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if all request-
ed information in respect of an application for leave to remain in the case of persons (details 
supplied) has been supplied by them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26157/18]

14/06/2018WRG01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, notifications have is-
sued to the persons concerned pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 
1999 (as amended). 

All representations received, together with all other information and documentation on file, 
will be fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all 
other applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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14/06/2018WRG01400Leave to Remain

14/06/2018WRG01500128. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
residency in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [26158/18]

14/06/2018WRG01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person mentioned by 
the Deputy was granted a permission on student conditions in the State on 01 September 2009 
until 02 December 2015. INIS informs me that, to date, no further application has been received 
from the person concerned.

It appears that this person has been unlawfully in the State since December 2015. A non-
national may not be in the State other than with the terms of any permission given to the person 
concerned by the Minister for Justice and Equality. In addition to this, it is illegal for them, un-
der the Immigration Act 2004, to remain in the State without the permission of the Minister. A 
person found guilty of such an offence is liable, under Section 13 of the Immigration Act 2004, 
to a fine not exceeding €3,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or to 
both. It appears that the person concerned has failed to meet the requirements of Section 9 of the 
Immigration Act 2004, which sets out the obligations of non-nationals in respect of registration.

In this respect it is advisable the person concerned should engage directly with the immigra-
tion service as soon as possible.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/06/2018WRG01700Leave to Remain

14/06/2018WRG01800129. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the degree 
to which consideration is being given for permission to remain in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26159/18]

14/06/2018WRG01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it has received a 
request for permission to remain in the State in respect of the person mentioned by the Deputy. 

As background, the person’s case is among a large number of cases held by INIS pending 
the outcome of the Supreme Court judgment in the Luximon and Balchand cases which was 
finalised on 24 April 2018.  It is hoped that  INIS will be in a position to consider the person’s 
situation shortly in the context of addressing issues which have arisen with a number of other 
applicants who entered the State within the same time period and who are in a similar position.

In this regard, the person’s request remains under active consideration as illustrated by cor-
respondence issued to the person concerned on 3 May 2018. It may take some time to fully 
resolve the large number of cases involved so I would ask that the person concerned bear with 
the INIS while they work through the cases. INIS will be in contact with the person again when 
this work is finalised. 
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/06/2018WRG02000Residency Permits

14/06/2018WRG02100130. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the residency 
status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26160/18]

14/06/2018WRG02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
has an application with Unit 2, Residence Division. On 1 December 2017, a letter requesting 
further documents in relation to the person’s application was sent to their legal representative. 
No response to this request has been received in Unit 2, Residence Division to date.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/06/2018WRG02300Immigration Status

14/06/2018WRG02400131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a stamp 
2 will be updated to stamp 4 or otherwise regulated in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26163/18]

14/06/2018WRG02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the position is still the 
same as was set out in my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 110 of 3 May 2018 and Parlia-
mentary Question No. 310 of 15 May 2018, respectively.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. The service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by the way of Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/06/2018WRG02600Immigration Status

14/06/2018WRG02700132. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when further 
consideration will be given to an application for stamp 4, leave to remain or other permission in 
the case of a person (details supplied); if the matter will be re-examined with a view to clarifica-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26164/18]
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14/06/2018WRG02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifi-
cation pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the 
person concerned has not submitted written representations. 

The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other applicable 
legislation.  If any representations are submitted, they will be considered before a final decision 
is made.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/06/2018WRG02900Naturalisation Applications

14/06/2018WRG03000133. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the informa-
tion requested has been supplied in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26167/18]

14/06/2018WRG03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing.

A letter issued to the person concerned on 21 December 2017 requesting certain documenta-
tion with a reminder letter issuing on 5 January 2018 and a reply is awaited.  Upon receipt of 
the requested documentation the case will be further processed.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/06/2018WRG03200Residency Permits

14/06/2018WRG03300134. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person 
(details supplied) will have their residency status approved; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26168/18]

14/06/2018WRG03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person con-
cerned made an application for Stamp 4 residence permission to the Family Dependent Unit. A 
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decision on the person’s application issued to them by letter dated 15 May 2018. The applica-
tion was unsuccessful. The person concerned may wish to consult the INIS website (www.inis.
ie) to explore alternative ways of obtaining a Stamp 4 in their own right. I understand that a 
letter to this effect from the Family Dependent Unit issued to the person concerned on 15 May 
2018.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. The service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by the way of Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/06/2018WRG03500EU Directives

14/06/2018WRG03600135. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if an analysis has been undertaken of proposed EU legislation regarding the directive on 
copyright in the digital Single Market particularly on Articles 11 and 13; if persons and stake-
holders will be invited to make submissions in view of the potential impact here if the legisla-
tion is enacted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25999/18]

14/06/2018WRG03700Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
John Halligan): On 14 September 2016, the EU Commission published a package of copy-
right reform proposals as part of its Digital Single Market strategy. This included a Directive on 
copyright in the Digital Single Market (hereinafter the “Copyright Directive”). The intention of 
the Directive is to craft modern copyright legislation suitable for all European citizens. Among 
the Directive’s many proposals are provisions aimed at ensuring greater rights for press pub-
lishers seeking to protect their content online (Article 11), and intended to address the “value 
gap”, whereby rightsholders are receiving less remuneration despite the increased usage of their 
works (Article 13).

Officials of my Department have been thoroughly engaged in negotiations since publication 
of this proposal and have been successful in achieving a number of amendments to address the 
concerns of our stakeholders. On 25 May, the Copyright Directive was discussed by Ambas-
sadors at Coreper and the Presidency gained approval for a mandate to commence negotiations 
with the European Parliament.

Negotiations on the Copyright Directive have been exhaustive and while I appreciate the 
concerns that have been raised, I fully support the intention of this proposal which is vitally im-
portant to both the DSM and the digital economy. Our focus has always been on achieving the 
best balance for the competing interests of all stakeholders, including digital economy actors, 
rightsholders, and citizens. To that end, there has been extensive engagement with stakeholders 
across the various issues in Ireland, Brussels, and with other EU Member States, including at 
Ministerial level.

My Department will engage positively with the negotiations on the proposal going forward 
to ensure that Ireland can benefit from its many merits as soon as possible. Once the Directive 
has been agreed at EU level and we begin to transpose it into Irish legislation, my Department 
will hold a public consultation to ensure that we have modern copyright legislation that is most 
appropriate for Ireland.
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14/06/2018WRG03800Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRG03900136. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of freedom of information, FOI, requests her Department has received since Janu-
ary 2018; the number that were appealed, refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were 
applied; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25956/18]

14/06/2018WRG04000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): De-
tails of the FOI requests received by my Department and its Offices to date in 2018 are set out 
in the following table. This table provides details of FOI requests granted/part granted, refused, 
dealt with outside of the Freedom of Information framework or withdrawn, requests where the 
final decision was the subject of an appeal, and finally, details of requests were search, retrieval 
and copying costs were charged.

FOI Requests Received by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
and its Offices to Date in 2018

Total Num-
ber of FOI 
Requests 
Received 

Total 
Number of 
Requests 
Dealt with 
Outside 
FOI/With-
drawn

Total 
Number of 
Requests 
Granted/
Part 
Granted

Total 
Number of 
Requests 
Refused

Total 
Number of 
Requests 
Currently 
on Hand

Total 
Number of 
Requests 
Appealed

Total 
Number of 
Requests 
where 
Search, 
Retrieval 
and Copy-
ing (SRC) 
Costs were 
Charged

139 52 47 5 35 1 1, where 
SRC 
charges 
amounted 
to €220

14/06/2018WRG04100Ticket Touting

14/06/2018WRG04200137. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the commitments made to UEFA to introduce measures to counter unauthorised ticket 
sales for the Euro 2020 games to be held here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25979/18]

14/06/2018WRG04300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A 
commitment was given to UEFA to introduce legislation to prevent the unauthorised transfer 
and use of tickets for matches or official events related to EURO 2020 to be held here. Officials 
of my Department have met with UEFA officials to discuss the implementation of the commit-
ment. I will bring forward legislative provisions necessary to give effect to the commitment 
before tickets go on sale.

14/06/2018WRG04400Brexit Supports

14/06/2018WRG04500138. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of businesses that have availed of the Brexit scorecard to date; and if she will 
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make a statement on the matter. [25984/18]

14/06/2018WRG04600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): EI 
has introduced a number of Brexit specific programmes to help Irish companies remain resilient 
in the face of uncertainty.  One of these measures is an online “Brexit SME Scorecard” to help 
all Irish businesses self-assess their exposure to Brexit. The Scorecard generates a report on 
weak areas with suggested actions and resources, and information on events for companies to 
attend, to prepare for Brexit. To date 2,291 companies have availed of the Scorecard.

While the Brexit Scorecard is available to all companies, Enterprise Ireland client exporting 
companies that utilise the Scorecard will then be able to engage with the agency’s experts both 
domestically and through the overseas offices in global markets.

14/06/2018WRG04700Enterprise Ireland Funding

14/06/2018WRG04800139. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of businesses that have availed of the Be Prepared grant to date; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [25985/18]

14/06/2018WRG04900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department, through its agency Enterprise Ireland, supports companies in urban and rural ar-
eas to start, innovate and remain competitive in international markets, now and into the future. 
On an annual basis Enterprise Ireland works with approximately 5,000 companies through a 
network of market and sector advisers based across 10 national offices and 33 international of-
fices. These manufacturing and internationally traded services companies are a critical source 
of existing employment and job creation in every county in Ireland.

To date 110 companies have availed of the Brexit Be Prepared Grant. Enterprise Ireland’s 
Be Prepared Grant offers SMEs a grant of up to €5,000 to assist them in preparing an action 
plan for economic shocks, such as Brexit. The grant can be used to help cover consultancy, 
travel and travel expenses associated with researching the direction of their action plan. En-
terprise Ireland is committed to processing all applications for the grant within eighteen days. 

For example, this might involve investigating the feasibility of diversifying into new mar-
kets and market segments; investment in innovation; improvement in operational competitive-
ness; and/or enhancement of strategic financial capability.  

Enterprise Ireland will continue to promote the Be Prepared Grant  to all counties and re-
gions to ensure that the maximum number of clients are engaged in preparing for the impact of 
Brexit.

14/06/2018WRG05000Enterprise Ireland Funding

14/06/2018WRG05100140. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of businesses that have availed of the market discovery fund to date; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25986/18]

14/06/2018WRG05200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): En-
terprise Ireland believes that the best way for Irish companies to withstand current global eco-
nomic challenges is by diversifying their export footprint. Enterprise Ireland launched the Mar-
ket Discovery Fund in January 2018 with the aim of encouraging companies to expand into new 
markets by helping with the costs of researching viable and sustainable market entry strategies. 
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The Fund provides support towards both internal and external costs incurred by companies 
when researching new markets for products and services. Eligible companies can receive sup-
port when they are looking at a new geographic market for an existing product/service, or when 
looking at exporting a new product/service to a market that they already do business in.

The Market Discovery Fund is available across three levels:

- Level 1: Grant up to €35K

- Level 2: Grant greater than €35K but less than €75K

- Level 3: Grant greater than €75K but less than €150K

The maximum funding is 50% of eligible expenditure up to a maximum grant of €150,000. 
Eligible expenditure includes, but is not limited to, salary support, consultancy costs, trade fair 
costs and foreign travel. 

The Market Discovery Fund has now been open for applications for a number of months 
and to date, thirty-three Market Discovery Grants have been approved.

14/06/2018WRG05300Brexit Supports

14/06/2018WRG05400141. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of businesses that have availed of the Brexit loan scheme to date; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [25987/18]

14/06/2018WRG05500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Brexit Loan Scheme provides affordable working capital to eligible businesses with up to 499 
employees that are or will be Brexit impacted and meet the scheme criteria.  The €23 million 
exchequer funding (€14 million from my Department and €9 million from the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine) has been leveraged to provide a fund of up to €300 million. 

The scheme features a two-stage application process.  First, businesses must apply to the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) to confirm their eligibility for the scheme. 
This application process requires businesses to use guidelines provided on the SBCI website to 
determine if they are eligible, and if so, to complete the eligibility form.  As part of the process, 
businesses must submit a business plan, demonstrating the means by which they intend to inno-
vate, change or adapt to meet the challenges posed by Brexit. The SBCI assess the applications 
and successful applicants receive an eligibility reference number. 

Successful applicants can then apply for a loan under the scheme with one of the participat-
ing finance providers.  Participating finance providers are the Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank 
with Allied Irish Bank following later this month.  Approval of loans are subject to the finance 
providers own credit policies and procedures.   

The scheme was launched on 28 March this year.  Metrics detailing the uptake of the scheme 
will be available at the start of Quarter 3, 2018.

14/06/2018WRG05600Brexit Supports

14/06/2018WRG05700142. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of businesses that have availed of the Brexit start planning vouchers to date; 
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and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25988/18]

14/06/2018WRG05800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
part of a range of supports offered to help businesses prepare for Brexit, InterTrade Ireland of-
fers ‘Brexit Start to Plan’ vouchers valued at up to £2000/€2000. This funding helps companies 
access professional advice on specific issues such as tariffs; currency management; regula-
tory and customs issues; and movement of labour, good and services. InterTrade Ireland has 
reported strong demand for these vouchers, with 277 applications approved since the scheme 
launched in June 2017.

14/06/2018WRG05900Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement Funding

14/06/2018WRG06000143. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
funding allocated to the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement in each of the years 
2010 to 2018; the amount expended in each year in tabular form; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26084/18]

14/06/2018WRG06100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
funding allocation and expenditure for the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement 
(ODCE) in respect of the years 2010 to 2018 are set out in the following table.

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Funding 
allocation

€6.086m €5.967m €5.697m €5.330m €4.672m €5.091m €5.015m €4.895m €5.057m

Expendi-
ture at year 
end

€3.699m €3.397m €3.436m €3.123m €3.013m €3.073m €2.727m €3.014m €1.194m 
(to end of 
May 2018)

 
The distribution of the funding allocations across my Department’s Vote, including that of 

the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement, is determined through the annual Revised 
Estimates Volume (REV) process.

A significant element of the non-pay allocation provided to the Office provides for possible 
legal costs. These costs, as well as their timing, are difficult to forecast as the Office has little or 
no control over the timing of when the cases will be determined. It is also the case that the Of-
fice cannot be sure of the outcome of cases in terms of costs orders and it cannot anticipate the 
scale of costs that other parties may seek.  Whilst it is entirely prudent that provision continue to 
be made to meet legal costs in the Office’s subhead, the corollary of the uncertainty in relation 
to the amount, timing etc. of such costs can lead to underspends. This has been the case for the 
last number of years where the Office’s legal costs have been significantly less than anticipated 
thus giving rise to underspends.

There have also been underspends in the pay allocation.  Over recent years, a number of 
senior-level vacancies have arisen within the Office through a combination of retirement, pro-
motion and transfer to other parts of the public service.  Whilst the Office, along with a number 
of other State organisations, faces challenges in the recruitment of highly qualified professional 
staff, particularly in the current buoyant labour market, I am satisfied that it has sufficient pay 
monies.  At present, there are no requests for additional staffing from the Office.

14/06/2018WRG06200Maternity Services Provision

14/06/2018WRG06300144. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if the St. Vincent’s Hospital 
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Group and the National Maternity Hospital will carry out obstetric and gynaecological services 
including termination of pregnancy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25945/18]

14/06/2018WRG06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The terms of the Mulvey agreement provide 
for the establishment of a new company which will have clinical and operational, as well as 
financial and budgetary independence in the provision of maternity, gynaecology and neonatal 
services.  I can assure the Deputy that care in the new maternity hospital will be delivered with-
out religious, ethnic or other distinction and any medical procedure which is in accordance with 
the laws of the land will be carried out there.

14/06/2018WRG06500Hospital Services

14/06/2018WRG06600145. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25952/18]

14/06/2018WRG06700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

14/06/2018WRG06800Hospital Services

14/06/2018WRG06900146. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when funding will be provided 
to persons that are suffering from Huntington’s disease to avail of specialist treatment in a hos-
pital (details supplied); the reason for the delay in issuing the funding for the transfer; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25953/18]

14/06/2018WRG07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/06/2018WRG07100Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRG07200147. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the number of freedom of in-
formation, FOI, requests his Department has received since January 2018; the number that were 
appealed, refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25965/18]

14/06/2018WRG07300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy is 
contained in the following table.
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The detail supplied in the table is in respect of the Freedom of Information requests which 
have been completed.

The figure provided in relation to costs applied is a total estimate of costs in relation to the 
processing of a number of Freedom of Information requests.  Deposits of 20% were requested 
in respect of these.  There were 2 Freedom of Information requests which exceeded the overall 
ceiling limit of €700, and the estimated cost of processing these requests is not included in this 
table.  My Department is awaiting a refinement of the scope of these two requests.

2018

Requests Completed
Freedom of Information Requests Received 213
Internal Review Appeals 2
Refused 31
Granted 39
Costs Applied €1,257

14/06/2018WRG07400Hospital Facilities

14/06/2018WRG07500148. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the sleeping 
arrangements available in hospitals for children with disabilities in circumstances in which cot 
sides are not present in hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25973/18]

14/06/2018WRG07600150. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the health and 
safety measures in place in hospitals for children availing of hospital beds without cot sides; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25977/18]

14/06/2018WRG07700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 148 and 
150 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to you 
directly, as soon as possible.

14/06/2018WRH00200Services for People with Disabilities

14/06/2018WRH00300149. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health when an assessment of need 
will be carried out for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25976/18]

14/06/2018WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 150 answered with Question No. 148.
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14/06/2018WRH00600Hospital Services

14/06/2018WRH00700151. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when an operation will be pro-
vided for a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay in issuing a date for the procedure; 
if the person can undergo the procedure on the treatment purchase fund scheme or in another 
way; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25983/18]

14/06/2018WRH00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting time for patients for hos-
pital operations and procedures is a key priority for the Government. 

The recently launched Inpatient/Day Case Action Plan outlines the combined impact of 
HSE and National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) activity in 2018. The Action Plan places 
a particular focus on cataract surgery and includes a commitment that the NTPF will provide 
5,000 cataract procedures to patients. In addition, the NTPF commits to offer treatment to all 
clinically suitable patients waiting more than 9 months for a cataract procedure.

This year, in line with the Action Plan, the HSE is planning to open a dedicated Cataract 
theatre in Nenagh Hospital in July.

The NTPF authorises public hospitals to offer outsourced treatment to clinically suitable 
long waiting patients who are on an inpatient/day case waiting list for surgery. These patients 
would have been referred on to such a list following clinical assessment by a consultant/spe-
cialist at an outpatient clinic. The NTPF advise that they cannot discuss details of individual 
patients. NTPF authorisations are made in respect of the longest waiting patients first. 

The patient may be eligible for treatment under the Cross Border Directive (CBD).  The 
HSE provides information for patients on the CBD on its website which can be accessed at 
http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/1/schemes and also by phone at 056 7784551. 

In respect to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

14/06/2018WRH00900Audiology Services Provision

14/06/2018WRH01000152. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health his plans to help the children 
affected by the recent review of paediatric audiology services in counties Mayo and Roscom-
mon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25989/18]

14/06/2018WRH01100153. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the length of time the children 
affected by the recent review of paediatric audiology services in counties Mayo and Roscom-
mon will be waiting for follow up appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25990/18]

14/06/2018WRH01200154. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the location in which the 
children affected by the recent review of paediatric audiology services in counties Mayo and 
Roscommon will have their follow-up appointments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25991/18]

14/06/2018WRH01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 152 to 154, 
inclusive, together.

The HSE’s Report of the look-back Review of Audiology Services in Mayo and Roscom-
mon has been finalised and was sent to families on 8 June 2018. The final Report and accompa-
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nying communication includes an apology from the HSE for the failures identified and for the 
anxiety that this has caused to families and those who may have been harmed. It also includes 
an invitation to the parents of children affected to meet with a HSE senior manager and a senior 
audiologist to discuss the finding of the Report and to be updated on their child’s care.

The HSE has confirmed that all 49 children who needed follow-up as a result of the look-
back process are either currently receiving or have already received the appropriate care they 
need. The HSE has been asked to contact the Deputy directly with regard to the location of any 
future follow-up appointments.

The look-back report represents a thorough analysis of the quality of service delivery in the 
area against the standards for such services that were set out in the National Audiology Review 
Group Report (2011). Since 2011, the recommendations of this Report, including clinical gov-
ernance and quality assurance processes, have been the benchmark for the quality of service 
delivery throughout the country.

It is appropriate that our health service strives continually to improve the quality of the 
services it provides and promotes a culture of learning where shortcomings are identified. My 
priority in relation to the families and children who have been impacted by the findings of this 
look-back is that the HSE takes swift action, including the provision of appropriate care,  and I 
am satisfied that this has been done in this case.

14/06/2018WRH01600Hospital Services

14/06/2018WRH01700155. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the location in which persons can 
access the 2018 waiting list action plan for scoliosis; and when it will be publicised [26005/18]

14/06/2018WRH01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The CEO of the Children’s Hospital Group 
has advised that the publication of the Paediatric Orthopaedic Action Plan 2018 is scheduled 
for early July 2018.

14/06/2018WRH01900Medical Records

14/06/2018WRH02000156. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of individual 
medical files that have been requested from the HSE or the national cervical cancer screening 
programme in connection with the work of the national cervical screening programme; the 
number of complete files that have been provided to the patient or their representative in each 
of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26016/18]

14/06/2018WRH02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The deputy’s question relates to service de-
livery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

14/06/2018WRH02200Medical Records

14/06/2018WRH02300157. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of individual 
medical files that have been requested from the HSE or the national bowel cancer screening 
programme in connection with the work of the national bowel screening programme; the num-
ber of complete files that have been provided to the patient or their representative in each of the 
years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [26017/18]

14/06/2018WRH02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The deputy’s question relates to service de-
livery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

14/06/2018WRH02500Medical Records

14/06/2018WRH02600158. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of individual 
medical files that have been requested from the HSE or the BreastCheck programme in connec-
tion with the work of the BreastCheck programme; the number of complete files that have been 
provided to the patient or their representative in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 
2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26018/18]

14/06/2018WRH02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The deputy’s question relates to service de-
livery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

14/06/2018WRH02800Respite Care Services Provision

14/06/2018WRH02900159. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if services will be restored 
to cover a geographic area (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26021/18]

14/06/2018WRH03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

14/06/2018WRH03100Hospital Consultant Contracts

14/06/2018WRH03200160. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the role his Department 
played in the sanctioning of the use of private investigators to monitor the work of hospital 
consultants in the context of a current pay claim; the nature and extent of the surveillance; the 
duration and number of consultants involved; the other Departments or State agencies involved 
in the decision to undertake such surveillance; the role of the HSE in the matter; if the HSE ap-
proved the method; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26023/18]

14/06/2018WRH03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This issue relates specifically to a case cur-
rently before the courts and as such, it would not be appropriate to comment at this time. 

14/06/2018WRH03400Physiotherapy Provision

14/06/2018WRH03500161. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for a physio-
therapist appointment in Dublin 9; when a person (details supplied) will be seen by a physio-
therapist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26025/18]

14/06/2018WRH03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.
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14/06/2018WRH03700Infectious Diseases

14/06/2018WRH03800162. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health his plans to follow the example 
of the Canadian government and implement guidelines (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26032/18]

14/06/2018WRH03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Lyme disease (also known as Lyme borel-
liosis) is an infection caused by a spiral-shaped bacterium called Borrelia burgdorferi. The in-
fection is generally mild affecting only the skin but can occasionally be more severe and highly 
debilitating. Lyme Disease is the commonest cause of tick-borne infection in Europe. 

Lyme borelliosis is diagnosed by medical history and physical examination. The infection 
is confirmed by blood tests which look for antibodies to Borrelia burgdorferi   produced by an 
infected person’s body in response to the infection. These normally take several weeks to de-
velop and may not be present in the early stages of the disease. The standard approach to Lyme 
diagnostics is a two-stage approach and involves using a sensitive enzyme immunoassay (EIA) 
as an initial, screening step.  Screening EIAs can be insufficiently specific, giving false-positive 
reactions in the presence of other spirochaete infections including syphilis, and certain viral 
infections including glandular fever. In addition, sera from patients with autoimmune disorders 
and other inflammatory conditions can also lead to false-positive results.  If the result of this 
initial screen is equivocal, the patient’s samples are referred to the U.K.’s Rare and Imported 
Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL) Service of Public Health England Porton which uses a two-tier 
system recommended by American and European authorities. This involves a screening sero-
logical test followed by a confirmatory serological test. All clinical (and other) laboratories 
must undergo continuous quality assurance to ensure that the quality of the diagnostics they 
provide is maintained at the highest international level for human diagnostics. This two tier ap-
proach gives a great degree of certainty around the diagnosis of Lyme. 

Lyme disease can be very successfully treated using common antibiotics. These antibiot-
ics are effective at clearing the rash and helping to prevent the development of complications.  
Antibiotics are generally given for up to three weeks. If complications develop, intravenous 
antibiotics may be considered. In Ireland, treatment by most clinicians is based on that laid 
out in evidence-based guidelines for the management of patients with Lyme disease, human 
granulocytic anaplasmosis (formerly known as human granulocytic ehrlichiosis), and babesio-
sis published by the Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) in 2006.   

The Health Protection Surveillance Centre of the HSE (HPSC) is responsible for the sur-
veillance of notifiable infectious diseases such as Lyme Disease. The Scientific Advisory Com-
mittee (SAC) of the HPSC has established a Lyme Borreliosis Sub-Committee, the aim of 
which is to develop strategies to undertake primary prevention in order to minimise the harm 
caused by Lyme Borreliosis in Ireland. In addition to staff from the HPSC, the membership 
of the Sub-Committee includes specialists in Public Health Medicine, Consultants in Infec-
tious Diseases, Clinical Microbiology, Occupational Health an Entomologist from the Parks 
and Wildlife Service, a representative from the Local Government Management Agency, an 
Environmental Health Officer and a representative from Tick Talk Ireland. The Subcommittee 
report on a number of areas, including initiatives undertaken to date, summary advice relating 
to awareness, preventive advice for the general public, preventive advice and material for those 
responsible for sites or locations known to have or suspected as having higher densities of ticks, 
and summary advice relating to GP management of the condition.   

Following the establishment of the Lyme Borreliosis Subcommittee, a thorough review was 
performed to ensure existing material was fully up to date, comprehensible and appropriately 
presented to assist members of the public to obtain the necessary knowledge to protect their and 
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their family’s health. In addition, material to support clinicians (primarily GPs) in identifying 
Lyme disease was also developed. 

The members of the Subcommittee identified the need to accurately describe and map labo-
ratory practice relating to Borrelia diagnostics in Ireland. HPSC undertook a Borrelia Burgdor-
feri laboratory Survey in 2016, and following development and analysis, the survey was pub-
lished in Epi-Insight in 2017. The following are the additional resources that have subsequently 
been identified, and developed by the Subcommittee, and are now hosted on the HPSC website:

- Laboratory testing for Lyme Disease: FAQs for general public

- Borrelia burgdorferi   diagnostic methods in Ireland: microbiology laboratory survey 
(2016) – this laboratory survey, had a 75% response rate.  All the major laboratories partici-
pated, and all laboratories participating were accredited to the important ISO 15189 standard.  
The full results were published in Epi-Insight (August 2017)

- Erythema Migrans Diagnostic Support Tool

- Erythema migrans image slide set

- Map of Lyme neuroborreliosis in Ireland, 2012-2016 cumulative incidence

During the preparation of the Final Report, the HPSC learned that National Institute for 
Health and Care Excellence (NICE) in the UK were undertaking a systematic review of Lyme 
disease. This process resulted in the NICE Lyme disease guideline. This guideline is based 
on the most exhaustive systematic review yet undertaken, of the evidence around Lyme dis-
ease and focused on producing recommendations based on best available evidence relating to 
awareness raising, and on the diagnosis and management of Lyme disease. We delayed the final 
production of the report, to enable us to undertake a review of the final NICE Lyme Guideline 
which was finally published in mid-April 2018.  

Since then the guideline and the associated evidence and papers has been reviewed, to de-
termine if there were any aspects of this review that would be of relevance or possibly require 
mention/inclusion in the Subcommittee’s Final Report. This was important as a significant ele-
ment of the Guideline relates to the evidence around raising awareness of Lyme disease.  This 
review indicated that the approach that we had been undertaking, both in HPSC before the es-
tablishment of the Subcommittee, and subsequent to the Subcommittee coming into being, was 
very much in line with that recommended by NICE. Where appropriate, reference will be made 
in the Final Report to the NICE Guideline.

The report is in the final stages of preparation it is planned to circulate to the members of the 
Lyme Subcommittee with a view to having a final sign-off meeting of the Subcommittee in late 
June or early July. Following this the report will be sent for consideration to the SAC (the Lyme 
Group is a Subcommittee of HPSC’s SAC), with a view to then being sent out for consultation.  
It would be inappropriate to consider changes to the testing or treatment and management of the 
condition until the report has been finalised and published.

14/06/2018WRH04000Hospice Services Provision

14/06/2018WRH04100163. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for a hospital bed by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26038/18]
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14/06/2018WRH04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/06/2018WRH04300Nursing Homes Support Scheme Review

14/06/2018WRH04400164. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of 
the fair deal scheme as it is applied to farms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26046/18]

14/06/2018WRH04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): A review of the Nurs-
ing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) was published in July 2015. Arising out of the review, 
a recommendation was made to examine the treatment of business and farm  assets for the 
purposes of the financial assessment element of the scheme. The Programme for a Partner-
ship Government also committed to reviewing the NHSS to remove any discrimination against 
small businesses and family farms. 

At present, the capital value of an individual’s principal private residence is only included in 
the financial assessment for the first three years of their time in care. This is known as the three 
year cap. This cap does not apply to productive assets such as farms and businesses except in 
cases of sudden illness or disability where specific conditions are met.

It is proposed to amend the scheme to treat farm and business assets in the same manner as 
the principal private residence where a family successor commits to working the farm or busi-
ness, i.e. to cap contributions at three years.  

The Department of Health has been examining the potential for changes to the treatment 
of business and farm assets under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme. Any changes to the 
scheme, if approved by Government, will require amendment of the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme Act 2009. 

A Memorandum for Government setting out the details of the proposed policy change and 
seeking Government approval to draft the General Scheme of a bill to amend the Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme Act 2009 has been circulated to other Government Departments for 
observations.

14/06/2018WRH04600Departmental Agencies Staff Remuneration

14/06/2018WRH04700165. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if there has been progress on 
the payment of increments to section 39 funded organisations; the status of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26060/18]

14/06/2018WRH04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 9 February 2018, an agreement was 
reached at the WRC between the Department of Health, the HSE and health sector Trade Unions 
in relation to a process aimed at resolving the pay restoration issue for staff employed by section 
39 bodies. While it is understood that pay savings were made by the organisations, the precise 
mix of pay cuts or other savings measures will have varied. Also, where there were pay cuts, it 
is not at all clear that they were applied in a universally consistent manner, as is the case in the 
public sector. 

Therefore, the Government has put in place a process to establish a deeper understanding of 
the funding position in these grant - aided organisations and the true extent of the pay reductions 
applied. The Minister for Health asked the HSE to engage with the Section 39 organisations to 
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establish the facts around what cuts were applied and how and when they were implemented. 

On foot of agreement at the WRC, a data gathering exercise was conducted. Following dis-
cussions with the Trade Unions on a draft of the report, the HSE has submitted their completed 
interim report to my Department on 11 June 2018. This reports covers a sample of 50 agencies 
identified in the WRC agreement. The Department of Health will consider the findings of the 
report and commence discussions with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform as 
required.

14/06/2018WRH04900Health Services Reform

14/06/2018WRH05000166. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his plans regarding the full 
implementation of Sláintecare; the reason for the delay in its implementation; when a response 
(details supplied) will issue to the Cabinet; the status of the recruitment of a lead executive to 
head up the implementation office; and when both of these actions will be expedited [26128/18]

14/06/2018WRH05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The successful delivery of the ambitious 
reform plans envisaged in the Sláintecare report will be a significant undertaking and needs 
to be translated into a detailed and phased programme of work to be delivered over a ten year 
timeframe.  In this regard, my Department is currently finalising an implementation plan in re-
sponse to the Sláintecare report, with a focus on the initial three year period.  It is my intention 
to bring proposals to Government in the next few weeks and to publish the implementation plan 
shortly thereafter.  While I accept that this is later than originally envisaged, it is important that 
we get it right. 

I have already acted on several of the specific recommendations proposed in the Sláintecare 
report. A Sláintecare Programme Office is being established in the Department of Health.  This 
office will be tasked with implementing a programme of reform, as agreed by Government, 
arising from the Sláintecare Report.  The process for the appointment of an Executive Director 
to lead the Sláintecare Programme Office has been managed independently by the Public Ap-
pointments Service. It is anticipated that an appointment will be made shortly.

An independent board for the HSE is being established as recommended in the Sláintecare 
report.  The General Scheme of a Bill has been published and it is hoped that legislation will be 
enacted this year.

The Sláintecare Report recommended the removal of private practice from public hospitals.  
I have established an Independent Review Group to examine how private practice can be re-
moved from public hospitals.  It will report later this year.

A public consultation on the geographical alignment of Hospital Groups and Community 
Healthcare Organisations has recently been completed and will inform work on broader health 
service structural reform as recommended in the Sláintecare report.

Finally, the Government has demonstrated significant commitment to invest in our health 
and social care services since the publication of the Sláintecare report.  Funding for new initia-
tives in Budget 2018 were closely aligned with proposals in Sláintecare.  These new initiatives 
included investing €25 million a new Primary Care fund, additional funding of €25 million 
allocated for home care and transition beds, €17 million to reduce medicine and prescription 
charges, €75 million targeted to reduce waiting list and €1 million for the Sláintecare Pro-
gramme Office. 

As I have stated previously, The Sláintecare report represents a significant milestone in our 
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political and health policy history.  It is the first time in the history of the State that cross-party 
consensus of this scale has been achieved on health policy and I welcome this. I intend to har-
ness the consensus generated by the Report to move forward with a significant programme of 
health reform.  The Government is committed to making tangible improvements in our health 
service and the Sláintecare Report provides the direction of travel for this.  

14/06/2018WRH05200Hospital Beds Data

14/06/2018WRH05300167. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of drug and alcohol 
detox beds by location; if they are public or private beds; the number that are for alcohol, drug 
or drug and alcohol detox; the waiting list for each category by each location in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26133/18]

14/06/2018WRH05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

14/06/2018WRH05500Home Care Packages Provision

14/06/2018WRH05600168. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the average cost of providing 
a home care package for each CHO area; the number of home care packages provided within 
each CHO; the number of persons waiting for home care package allocation within each CHO 
area in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26136/18]

14/06/2018WRH05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

14/06/2018WRH05800Physiotherapy Provision

14/06/2018WRH05900169. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which a phys-
iotherapy programme and rehabilitation can be offered in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26141/18]

14/06/2018WRH06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

14/06/2018WRH06100Medical Card Delays

14/06/2018WRH06200170. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the reason a full medical 
card has not issued in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26146/18]

14/06/2018WRH06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

14/06/2018WRH06400Home Care Packages Provision
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14/06/2018WRH06500171. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a homecare package 
will be provided in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26147/18]

14/06/2018WRH06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

14/06/2018WRH06700Medical Card Delays

14/06/2018WRH06800172. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26148/18]

14/06/2018WRH06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

14/06/2018WRH07000Medical Card Delays

14/06/2018WRH07100173. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26153/18]

14/06/2018WRH07200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

14/06/2018WRJ00200Cancer Services Provision

14/06/2018WRJ00300174. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be 
given to the setting up of a cancer support centre (details supplied) in Leixlip, County Kildare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26156/18]

14/06/2018WRJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Through the involvement of ARC in the 
development of the National Cancer Strategy 2017-2026, I am aware of the good work and 
support they provide, free of charge, to people affected by cancer.

However, ARC is a charitable organisation and the setting-up of an ARC cancer support 
centre in Leixlip is not a matter for my Department.

14/06/2018WRJ00500Sheep Welfare Scheme

14/06/2018WRJ00600175. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a deci-
sion has been made on a review of a 2017 sheep welfare scheme penalty in respect of persons 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25937/18]

14/06/2018WRJ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion was received under the Sheep Welfare Scheme from the person named on 31 January 2017.  
Under the terms and conditions of the scheme, applicants to the scheme are required to choose 
two actions from various categories appropriate to their flock type. 
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In the case of this application, only one of the two actions chosen was completed. Therefore 
the application was deemed to be incomplete. A letter issued from the Department to the person 
named on 12 February 2018 informing him of a possible penalty being applied and advising the 
applicant of his right to appeal. 

The applicant submitted an appeal on this decision to the Department on 26 February 2018. 
The appeal was partially accepted under Force Majeure in that no penalty was applied for non-
compliance with the scheme, but no payment was made in respect of the action which was not 
completed either. A letter issued to the applicant on 23 April 2018 advising him of this and out-
lining his right to further appeal this decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

14/06/2018WRJ00800Forestry Sector

14/06/2018WRJ00900176. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures taken by the forestry service to ensure the development of the forestry sector on a 
sustainable basis; if the forestry service has carried out tests regarding water quality from forest 
operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25940/18]

14/06/2018WRJ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Forestry 
Act 2014 (“the Act”), which was commenced on the 24th May 2017, includes provisions regard-
ing the protection of the environment, creating closer integration with the Habitats Directive, 
the Water Framework Directive, the EIA Directive and transposing legislation. Under Sections 
5 and 11 of the Act, the role of the Minister in safeguarding the environment is set out. Section 
7 provides for the attachment and varying of conditions to a licence or approval and also for the 
revoking of a licence. Sections 26-29 set out a range of penalties that can be imposed. These 
sections of the Act provide flexibility to the Minister in terms of attaching environmental condi-
tions to an approval or licence and enforcing those conditions. 

Together, the above provisions are designed to integrate the protection of the environment 
and legal requirements under various relevant Directives and transposing legislation, into the 
central decision-making process regarding licences and approvals by the Department. This is 
reflected in the scope of the Act, as follows; “.... to make further and better provision in relation 
to forestry, to provide for the development and promotion of forestry in a manner that maximis-
es the economic, environmental and social value of forests within the principles of sustainable 
forest management,....  ”.

In this context, the Environmental Requirements for Afforestation were introduced in De-
cember 2016. These consolidated various environmental guidelines into a single coherent 
document dealing exclusively with afforestation, taking onboard more recent developments 
in relation to regulation, research and changes in forest practices. These Requirements include 
specific measures to ensure the protection of water quality when establishing new forests and 
woodlands, with a key measure being the introduction of a largely unplanted water setback 
alongside various defined water features. The application of the Requirements, in combination 
with the range of options now available under the Afforestation Scheme, allow for nuanced 
design, creating woodlands and forests in tune with the environment and compatible with other 
on-farm enterprises and activities. 

The commitment of my Department to developing the forestry sector in a sustainable man-
ner is also demonstrated in recent publications entitled “Woodland for Water: Creating new 
native woodlands to protect and enhance Ireland’s waters” and the “Felling and Reforestation 
Policy”. The first of these documents aims to explore how new native woodland and undis-
turbed water setbacks can be used in combination to deliver meaningful ecosystem services 
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that protect and enhance water quality and aquatic ecosystems. These opportunities in turn can 
help contribute to meeting Ireland’s obligations under the 2nd cycle of the WFD. The “Felling 
and Reforestation Policy  ” will ensure that existing forests are appropriately restructured post-
clearfell, to reflect water and other environmental sensitivities on-the-ground. 

The use of new native woodlands to protect water quality and the aquatic habitat for the 
highly-sensitive Freshwater Pearl Mussel (FPM) is being trialled by the KerryLIFE project, an 
EU co-funded project focusing on sustainable land use management for the conservation of the 
species (LIFE13 NAT/IE/000144). The project, focused on the Caragh and Kerry Blackwater 
FPM catchments in the southwest of Ireland, is trialling sustainable management techniques 
for farming and forestry in FPM catchments. Concrete measures under KerryLIFE include the 
stabilisation of riparian sediment sources using broadleaf planting, through the establishment 
of new long-term native woodland to create a protective physical buffer between aquatic zones 
and farming activities. Such woodlands are being created under Native Woodland Establish-
ment, and the experiences gained will inform land-use management within other FPM catch-
ments nationwide. My Department is a co-beneficiary in KerryLIFE, alongside Coillte. 

With regard to the specific question of water testing, the existing Acid Sensitivity Protocol 
was developed by my Department, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and COFORD, 
to protect watercourses from potential acidification arising from afforestation. It applies to des-
ignated ‘Acid Sensitive Areas’, which account for 600,000 hectares of land or 9% of the total 
land area of the State. Under the Protocol, four water samples must be taken and analysed 
according to a set methodology, and the results must be included with the afforestation appli-
cation. Depending on the results, the application is refused, referred to the EPA, or approved 
(subject to other checks). In January 2013, the EPA agreed with this Department, Inland Fisher-
ies Ireland, the National Parks and Wildlife Service and Woodlands of Ireland, to remove the 
requirement for water sampling for Native Woodland Establishment Scheme applications, due 
to the ability of new native woodland to protect water and to deliver other ecosystem services 
(biodiversity, landscape enhancement, amenity, sustainable hardwoods, etc.)

14/06/2018WRJ01100Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRJ01200177. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of FOI requests his Department has received since January 2018; the number that were 
appealed, refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25955/18]

14/06/2018WRJ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Freedom 
of Information (FOI) data requested is set out in the following table. 

In relation to your request for data concerning appeals, I have included data on both inter-
nal reviews carried out within my Department and on appeals to the Office of the Information 
Commissioner (OIC). If a requester is not satisfied with the response of my Department to any 
aspect of his/her request for information he/she can seek to have the decision re-examined. The 
internal review of an FOI decision is carried out by a more senior member of staff within my 
Department. Following the outcome of the internal review, if a requester is unhappy with that 
decision, he/she has the right to appeal the decision to the OIC. 

 Number of FOI..... 1 January 2018 to 11 June 2018 
 Requests received 188 
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 Number of FOI..... 1 January 2018 to 11 June 2018 
 Granted 33 
 Part granted 45 
 Refused 22 
 Responded to outside of FOI 27 
 Withdrawn 16 
 Transferred  4 
 Ongoing 41 
 Decisions reviewed internally 17 
 Decisions appealed to OIC 8 

The figure in the “ongoing” column arises as, under the FOI Act, my Department has in 
most cases four weeks to make a decision and issue a response. There are also a number of pro-
visions in the FOI Act which allow for the completion of requests outside of the standard four 
week time frame including where the request is for a large number of records and the require-
ment for third party consultation.

The total fees applied under FOI legislation by my Department in respect of FOI requests 
received between 1 January 2018 and 11 June 2018 amounts to €350.

14/06/2018WRJ01400GLAS Payments

14/06/2018WRJ01500178. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment under the 2017 GLAS scheme will issue to a farmer (details supplied) in County 
Galway; the reason for the delay in issuing the payment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25975/18]

14/06/2018WRJ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2017.

Administrative checks take place on all GLAS claims. All cases must clear validation 
checks before payment can issue. In addition, in the cases selected for inspection, the inspec-
tion and any issues arising must be finalised. The inspection on this case has taken place and the 
documentation is being completed. GLAS payments are being made on a weekly basis as cases 
become eligible for payment.

14/06/2018WRJ01700Aquaculture Licence Applications

14/06/2018WRJ01800179. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a matter (details supplied) regarding oyster applications in County Kerry will be addressed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25978/18]

14/06/2018WRJ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment considers all applications for aquaculture licences in accordance with the provisions of 
the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable EU legislation. 
The licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific and technical advis-
ers as well as various Statutory Consultees. The legislation also provides for a period of public 
consultation.
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In accordance with the applicable legislation, the Statutory and Public Consultation phase 
in respect of the applications referred to by the Deputy is now underway. The Public Notice in 
each case will advise that members of the public may make observations in respect of the ap-
plication in question within a fixed period of time from the date of publication of the Notice. 
As the applications in question are under active consideration as part of a statutory process it 
would not be appropriate for me to comment further on the matter pending completion of the 
licensing process.

14/06/2018WRJ02000GLAS Applications

14/06/2018WRJ02100180. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son a farmer (details supplied) was rejected on a scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26024/18]

14/06/2018WRJ02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The GLAS 
application of the person named was selected for inspection. This inspection identified non 
compliance with the protection of watercourses from bovines action. As this was the only Tier 
2 action selected, the application was rejected.

A letter has issued to the person named to advise of them of the outcome of the inspection. 
The person named has also been advised of the option to appeal the decision to the Agriculture 
Appeals Office.

14/06/2018WRJ02300Basic Payment Scheme Payments

14/06/2018WRJ02400181. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if the case of a person (details supplied) will be examined with a view to increasing their farm 
payments and qualifying them under the last reference year. [26066/18]

14/06/2018WRJ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was allocated entitlements under the Basic Payment Scheme in 2015 (the number of 
entitlements from the land declared in 2013 or 2015, with value calculated from the payments 
received in 2014). This allocation of entitlements carried out at that time was the same that ap-
plied to all eligible farmers in accordance with Regulation (EU) 1307 of 2013. The payment 
entitlements allocated to the person named have had the convergence mechanism applied which 
will see their value rise to at least 60% of the national average in 2019 (minimum of €110).

14/06/2018WRJ02600Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

14/06/2018WRJ02700182. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the basic income support for sustainability as outlined in the proposed regula-
tion COM (2018) 392 final published on 1 June 2018. [26085/18]

14/06/2018WRJ02800183. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the proposal that all member states with direct payments below 90% of the 
EU average will see a continuation of the process started in the period of 2014 to 2020 and will 
close 50% of the existing gap to 90% following the publication of the new proposed Common 
Agricultural Policy, CAP, regulation in COM (2018) 392 final on 1 June 2018. [26086/18]

14/06/2018WRJ02900184. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine his views on the proposal that all member states should define in their Common Agri-
cultural Policy, CAP, strategic plans which farmers are not considered genuine farmers based 
on conditions set out following the publication of the new proposed CAP regulation in COM 
(2018) 392 final, published on June 1 2018; and the steps he will take to ensure that all existing 
CAP recipients continue to be eligible for future payments. [26087/18]

14/06/2018WRJ03000185. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on whether young farmers who are under 40 years of age but that have been 
farming for more than five years and that are not permitted to access measures currently under 
Common Agricultural Policy, CAP, including being able to apply for the national reserve and 
for top-up entitlements will be eligible in the new CAP following the publication of the new 
proposed CAP regulation in COM (2018) 392 final on 1 June 2018; and his further views on 
whether article 4 (e) in the proposal provides further flexibility under the definition for young 
farmer. [26088/18]

14/06/2018WRJ03100186. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the proposal of an eco scheme under pillar 1 to account for all the climate 
change measures that farmers will be able to participate in under the new proposals following 
the publication of the new proposed Common Agricultural Policy, CAP, regulation in COM 
(2018) 392 final on 1 June 1 2018. [26089/18]

14/06/2018WRJ03200187. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the measures proposed for young farmers including ring fencing of at least an 
amount corresponding to 2% of the annual direct payments envelope while an increase of the 
maximum amount of aid for the installation of young farmers and rural business start-ups, up 
to €100,000 following the publication of the new proposed Common Agricultural Policy, CAP, 
regulation in COM (2018) 392 final on 1 June 2018. [26090/18]

14/06/2018WRJ03300188. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the measure for the reduction of the ceiling of direct payments following the 
publication of the new proposed Common Agricultural Policy, CAP, regulation in COM (2018) 
392 final on 1 June 2018; and his further views on a €60,000 ceiling. [26091/18]

14/06/2018WRJ03400189. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the measure for a complementary redistributive income support to small and 
medium sized farmers and a higher payment per hectare following the publication of the new 
proposed Common Agricultural Policy, CAP, regulation in COM (2018) 392 final on 1 June 
2018. [26092/18]

14/06/2018WRJ03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 182 to 189, inclusive, together.

The new legislative proposals for the Common Agricultural Policy 2021 - 2027 were 
launched on Friday 1 June 2018 by Commissioner Hogan.  The proposals, as drafted, involve 
significant changes, including in relation to governance, the distribution of direct payments 
among farmers and the increasing environmental conditionality attaching to such payments.  
There will be additional discretion for Member States in configuring the measures available, 
within parameters laid down in the draft proposals.   The new proposals must commit to a more 
significant environmental ambition than the current CAP schemes, including in pillar I. 

These are complex proposals.  We are at the beginning of what will be intensive and chal-
lenging negotiations.  I will work with the Commission and other Member States to shape these 
proposals into an effective new CAP.  My Department is still analysing the proposals and their 
potential implications for the Irish agrifood sector.  
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The new proposals allow for subsidiarity for Member States but with an overall commit-
ment by the European Commission to protect the common policy and avoid distorting the single 
market.  

Of course there are elements in the proposals as drafted that will present challenges, includ-
ing   the definition of a “genuine farmer. “ This was among the most difficult discussions during 
the last reform in 2013, and member states will have differing perspectives on the definition. 
Commissioner Hogan has already confirmed that the definition proposed in the new draft regu-
lations will not exclude part time farmers, but of course we must also ensure that any definition 
is implementable in practice and does not lead to undue administrative burden or delay for ap-
plicants or the department. 

I have already indicated that I am open to some level of capping and redistribution of di-
rect payments. Ireland has already applied the maximum level of degressivity allowable under 
the current regulations for payments over €150,000. The new  proposals include a number of 
measures designed to move further in this direction, including an overall cap of €100,000, 
degressivity for payments above €60,000, a complementary redistributive income support and 
the convergence of payments towards a minimum of 75% of the average payment per hectare 
nationally. My Department is at present examining these  proposals carefully to assess their 
potential impact on applicants, and to ensure that any such mechanisms can be implemented 
without undue complexity. 

I am also broadly supportive of the proposals to support young farmers and new entrants. 
This has been a priority in the current CAP and will continue to be. The new proposals include 
a mandatory complementary income support for young farmers and will allow member states to 
configure support measures appropriately in the period 2021-2027, having regard to the range 
of priorities to be met from each national envelope. 

The Article referred to by the Deputy requires “young farmers” to be defined  within the 
parameters laid down in the Council Regulation. The supports proposed are for young farmers 
who have newly set up a holding  for the first time or those who have newly set up a holding for 
the first time as head of the holding and have the necessary training or skills as defined by the 
member states. These elements will require further elaboration as the negotiations progress, but 
it appears that there will be some member state discretion in configuring the necessary supports. 

There are also new governance proposals regarding how schemes and plans can be ap-
proved and made operational.  I will be seeking to ensure that any new systems do not lead to 
delays in approval and operation of schemes and that there is clarity for farmers with regard to 
their obligations. 

I have recently concluded a transparent national consultation for citizens on the future CAP.  
Now that the Commission proposals have been published, I have  announced a further consulta-
tion to take place early  in July.  Ultimately the shape of the regulations will be determined by 
engagement with the Commission, Member States the European Parliament, but I am anxious 
that Irish citizens have an opportunity to have their voices heard in the process. 

Underpinning all of this is the CAP budget. While the shape of any new Multi Annual Fi-
nancial Framework is ultimately a matter for Finance Ministers, and the European Parliament,  
I have been working successfully with counterparts in other Member States to build support for 
the retention of a strong budget.  

Over the coming months there will be detailed negotiations at all levels across the EU as 
we work together to shape the final outcome.  At the centre of all our considerations will be the 
need to ensure that the new CAP, properly funded, will continue to support farm families and 
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the rural economy.

14/06/2018WRJ04300Poultry Industry

14/06/2018WRJ04400190. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
regulations relating to the storage, transportation and disposal of poultry litter; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26093/18]

14/06/2018WRJ04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The storage, 
transportation and disposal of animal by-products (ABP) including poultry litter is governed by 
the EU animal By-product Regulation (EC) No. 1069 of 2009 and Regulation (EU)  No. 142 of 
2011 which are given legal effect by The European Communities (Animal By-Product) Regula-
tions 2014 (SI No. 187/2014).

Poultry litter is categorised as a category 2 ABP and the options for its disposal  are set out 
in Article 13 of Regulation 1069/2009. Poultry litter containing dead birds must be disposed 
of in an incineration plant approved by this Department or the EPA or in a rendering plant also 
approved by the Department.  However, as poultry litter that does not contain dead birds is con-
sidered to be an organic fertilizer/soil improver and is a valuable source of nutrients for farmers, 
it can be disposed of by spreading on land subject to strict conditions.  The other main disposal 
routes for this material is in composting and biogas plants or as a fuel for combustion.  

Poultry litter must be transported by a haulier registered with the Department of Agriculture 
Food and Marine  in accordance with Regulation No. (EC) 1069 of 2009 and must be accompa-
nied by a commercial document that provides details of the place of origin of the material and 
place of destination of the material. The material must be transported in covered, leak-proof 
containers or vehicles which are maintained in a clean condition with signage stating  “Cat-
egory 2 Material - Manure”

Poultry manure must be spread without delay and, where in the event that the material  is 
being held for a short time prior to land-spreading, it must be stacked on a concrete base away 
from rivers, streams and other water courses and any run-off must be collected. 

The Department has issued Good Practice Guidelines for poultry farmers, for poultry litter 
hauliers and for the end-users of poultry litter to ensure each stakeholder is aware of their legal 
obligations for the  transport, use and disposal of the material.  

The codes of good practice for poultry farmers, poultry litter hauliers and end-users of poul-
try litter can be found on the DAFM website at

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/diseasecontrol/botulism/

14/06/2018WRJ04600Waste Disposal Charges

14/06/2018WRJ04700191. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the support of €75 was announced to assist persons with household waste 
charges that have lifelong or long-term medical incontinence issues; the arrangements for the 
delivery of this assistance; the locations in which the applications forms for same are avail-
able; if the support will be in the form of a cash payment, a credit from the waste company or a 
voucher; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26057/18]

14/06/2018WRJ04800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 



Questions - Written Answers

98

Naughten): In line with the commitments set out in A Resource Opportunity - Waste Manage-
ment Policy in Ireland, published in 2012, and in the interest of encouraging further waste pre-
vention and greater recycling, flat-rate fees for kerbside household waste collection are being 
phased out over the period autumn 2017 to autumn 2018, as customers contracts come up for 
renewal. The necessary regulatory steps have been put in place to give effect to this measure.  
It is worth noting that this measure is not ‘new’ for about half of kerbside household waste cus-
tomers, who are already on an incentivised usage pricing plan, i.e., a plan which contains a per 
lift or a weight related fee. 

As announced in mid-2017, mandatory per kilogramme ‘pay by weight’ charging is not 
being introduced. Allowing for a range of charging options, which encourage householders 
to reduce and separate their waste, provides flexibility to waste collectors to develop various 
service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances. 

The Price Monitoring Group has considered eight months of data to date. While fluctuations 
in prices and service offerings have been observed, the overall trend is relative price stability. 
The Price Monitoring Group has reported that there are currently 9 different types of price mod-
els on the market. The main price examples include a service charge plus charge per bin lift, 
with an excess per kg charge, and a service charge plus per kg weight charge. The most popular 
service offering now is the ‘service charge including weight allowance, plus per kg charge for 
excess above allowance’. 

An annual support of €75 per person is being made available for persons with lifelong or 
long-term medical incontinence. This will help people meet the average annual cost for the 
disposal of medical incontinence products.  My Department is in discussion with the Depart-
ment of Health, the Health Service Executive, and the Office of the Data Protection Commis-
sioner regarding the administrative details and arrangements of the support, as well as engag-
ing with the relevant  stakeholders.  I can assure the Deputy that I am committed to finalising 
the details for this support as soon as possible.

14/06/2018WRJ04900Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRJ05000192. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of FOI requests his Department has received since January 2018; the 
number that were appealed, refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25958/18]

14/06/2018WRJ05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department received 148 FOI requests this year up to 8 June:   - 21 requests 
were granted, 

- 31 requests were part-granted, 

- 30 requests were refused,

- 16 requests were transferred/withdrawn or dealt with outside the FOI process, and 

- 50 requests are currently live. 

3 internal reviews were sought, one of which related to a 2017 request. There was one ap-
peal to the Office of the Information Commissioner  also relating to a 2017 request. 

€90 was received in internal review fees and €242 was received in search and retrieval fees.
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14/06/2018WRJ05200Waste Management

14/06/2018WRJ05300193. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the recent decision to grant planning permission (details supplied) is in line with 
the national policy on waste management. [25981/18]

14/06/2018WRJ05400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In the first instance, it is important to point out that as Minister for Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment I have no role or remit in relation to the decision made 
by An Bord Pleanála concerning the facility the Deputy refers to, nor indeed do I have a role in 
relation to planning policy or planning legislation.

Furthermore, waste management planning, including with regard to infrastructure provision, 
is the responsibility of local authorities under the Waste Management Act 1996, as amended. 
Under section 60(3) of that Act, I, as Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment, am precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to the performance, in 
specific cases, by a local authority of their statutory functions under the Act. 

The most recent iteration of Regional Waste Management Plans set out how waste generated 
will be managed over the time period 2015-2021, in line with national and EU waste manage-
ment policy, and support the development of up to 300,000 tonnes of additional thermal recov-
ery capacity nationally. This figure was determined, firstly to ensure that there is adequate and 
competitive treatment capacity in the market, and secondly to ensure the State’s self-sufficiency 
requirements for the recovery of municipal waste are met. The Plans also reflect the move away 
from landfilling because it is the least desirable method of managing waste. Furthermore, that 
level of thermal recovery capacity takes account of the requirement to achieve a recycling rate 
of municipal waste in excess of 60% by 2030, which is in line with one of the new EU recycling 
targets. The three Regional Waste Management Plans themselves have a headline target for the 
prevention and recycling of waste.

My role as Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment in relation to 
waste management is to provide a comprehensive legislative and policy framework through 
which the relevant regulatory bodies, such as Local Authorities and the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, operate. 

Our national waste policy is predicated on and consistent with European Union waste poli-
cy, which has the waste hierarchy as its cornerstone. Under the waste hierarchy, the prevention, 
preparation for reuse, recycling and recovery of waste is preferred to the disposal or landfill of 
waste.

14/06/2018WRJ05500Electric Vehicles

14/06/2018WRJ05600194. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding charge points for electric 
cars; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26114/18]

14/06/2018WRJ05700195. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans for expanding the public charge point infrastructure in County Kerry 
for electric cars; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26123/18]

14/06/2018WRJ05800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 194 and 195 together.
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The vast majority of electric vehicle charging happens at home, which aligns with both 
technology and patterns of use of vehicles.  To support home charging, I introduced the Electric 
Vehicle Home Charger Grant scheme this year.  This scheme, which came into operation on 1 
January 2018, supports the cost of installing a home charger up to a maximum of €600 for buy-
ers of both new and second-hand electric vehicles.

In terms of the number and extent of publicly accessible charging, the National Policy 
Framework on the Alternative Fuels Infrastructure for Transport in Ireland notes that Ireland’s 
current electric vehicle charging network infrastructure is ahead of current market demand.  
However, it is recognised that the future development of electric vehicle public charging needs 
to progress alongside the growth of electric vehicles. Funding has, therefore, been allocated in 
my Department’s budget this year to support the provision of public charging. 

A key aspect of the work of the Low Emission Vehicle Taskforce, co-chaired by my De-
partment and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, involves examining how best 
to support the development of the public charging network.  The first phase of the Taskforce’s 
work, which focuses on electric vehicles, is nearing completion and I expect to bring forward 
proposals that will support further provision of effective and efficient publically accessible 
electric vehicle charging.

In this regard, funding for public charging in local communities is already available through 
the Better Energy Communities Scheme.  The scheme, which is administered by the SEAI, sup-
ports community based partnerships to improve the energy efficiency of homes, businesses and 
community facilities in a local area.

The operation and maintenance of the existing public charging network is a matter for the 
ESB. In relation to the provision of a charge point in Dingle, I understand there is already a 
charge point in this location. However, the ESB has informed my Department that there have 
been some technical issues with this charge point in recent days which are being addressed.

14/06/2018WRJ06000National Broadband Plan

14/06/2018WRJ06100196. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the national broadband plan procurement process (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26124/18]

14/06/2018WRJ06200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed 
broadband access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of 
location.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. To-
day, 7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband. By 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection. This is being 
achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.    In April 
2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at www.broad-
band.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide high speed 
broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area under the 
National Broadband Plan. 

My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area.  This process is now in its 
final stages. 

The specialist NBP procurement team will continue to engage intensively with all relevant 
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stakeholders, including the bidding consortium, to ensure the earliest possible achievement 
of the Government’s objective of providing reliable high quality, high speed broadband to all 
premises in Ireland. When the procurement process reaches a satisfactory conclusion for Gov-
ernment, a contract will be awarded and network rollout will commence.  

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers 
are acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appoint-
ment of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of 
consistency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure. 
The Department of Rural and Community Development maintain a list of Broadband Officers, 
a link to which is available on my Department’s website at https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/
communications/topics/Broadband/national-broadband-plan/Pages/NBP-Information-Leaflets.
aspx

14/06/2018WRJ06300Vehicle Registration

14/06/2018WRJ06400197. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
a person (details supplied) can retain old number plates on their vintage trucks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25947/18]

14/06/2018WRJ06500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): A search of data in 
the archives of my Departments National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) indicates there are 
details available for both of the vehicle registration numbers provided. These numbers can be 
retained, and be inserted on the new log books of both vehicles.

The individual concerned will need to go to their local motor office where they will be ad-
vised of the process, including details of the verification documents they will need to complete 
in order for new log books, with the old registration numbers, to be processed and printed.

14/06/2018WRJ06600Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRJ06700198. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of FOI requests his Department has received since January 2018; the number that were 
appealed, refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25970/18]

14/06/2018WRJ06800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department re-
ceived 201 FOI Requests this year to 8 June. Of this amount, 44 Requests were refused, 56 were 
granted, 49 were part-granted and 31 withdrawn. There are 21 active requests with decisions 
pending. 3 Request decisions were appealed. Fee receipts related to FOI total €258.88.

14/06/2018WRK00200Sports Capital Programme Applications

14/06/2018WRK00300199. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
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club (details supplied) in County Cork that wishes to progress with the drawdown of a sports 
capital grant allocation will be assisted. [25974/18]

14/06/2018WRK00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme is the primary vehicle for Government support for 
the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal 
sports equipment throughout the country.  As a matter of course, officials in the Sports Capital 
Programmes Division of my Department continually liaise with relevant clubs/organisations 
from the time of the provisional allocation to the final payment of the grant. In this regard, the 
officials are always available to discuss any issues that may arise with any sports organisation.  

Any clubs which have a Deed of Covenant and Charge in place from previous grants must 
have a charge with the value of the grant added to the Deed. With regard to the application re-
ferred to by the Deputy, my officials instructed the Chief State Solicitor’s Office this week in 
this regard and have been liaising directly with the club to keep them informed of developments 
and to ensure that all other terms and conditions of the Sports Capital Programme are adhered 
to.

14/06/2018WRK00500Air Accident Investigations

14/06/2018WRK00600200. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the Irish 
Aviation Authority has investigated an incident (details supplied) or will be doing so; if not, the 
reason therefor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26029/18]

14/06/2018WRK00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Air Accident 
Investigation unit (AAIU) is the independent state body responsible for the investigation of 
aviation occurrences in Ireland and also assists foreign states who conduct investigations into 
Irish registered and operated aircraft abroad.  

S.I. No. 460 of 2009 Air Navigation (Notification and Investigation of Accidents, Serious 
Incidents and Incidents) Regulations 2009, provides under ‘Occurrences involving State air-
craft and foreign state aircraft […] 23. (1) Where a foreign state aircraft is involved in an occur-
rence in the State these Regulations shall apply’. 

The particular incident to which the Deputy refers occurred over international waters on 3 
June 2018 at 13.04 hrs UTC.  The aircraft, a McDonnell Douglas DC 10 tanker, was on a flight 
from the UK to the USA. While over international waters, the flight crew advised Shannon that 
they had shut down one of their three engines and, as they were unable to maintain the assigned 
flight level for the Atlantic crossing, they requested a diversion to Shannon. The aircraft landed 
at Shannon at 14.03 hrs UTC without further incident. 

The AAIU Inspector-On-Call was kept apprised of the situation by Shannon ATC through-
out the aircraft’s flight and landing. As the event occurred over international waters the respon-
sibility for assessing if an investigation by a Safety Investigation Authority (SIA) is warranted, 
and for conducting such an investigation, rests with the State of the Operator. For completeness, 
the event as described would not appear to meet the definition of a Serious Incident, and accord-
ingly the AAIU does not consider an investigation by an SIA is warranted.

14/06/2018WRK00800Road Safety Authority

14/06/2018WRK00900201. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
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views on a matter (details supplied) regarding baby seat testing workshops; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26115/18]

14/06/2018WRK01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

14/06/2018WRK01100Sports Capital Programme

14/06/2018WRK01200202. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
2018 sports capital grant programme is open for applications; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26116/18]

14/06/2018WRK01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2017 round of the Sports Capital Programme attracted a record 2,320 appli-
cations.  In November and December last, Minister Ross and I announced €60m in allocations 
to a record 1,800 projects under the 2017 round. A review of the 2017 round of the programme 
has now been finalised and published on my Department’s website (www.dttas.ie). This review 
highlights  aspects of the 2017 round of the SCP that worked well but also suggests some fur-
ther improvements which are being considered prior to the next round of the programme open-
ing for applications. Some of these changes require amendments to the Department’s online 
application system and work in this regard has now commenced. I expect to make an announce-
ment in relation to the timing of the next round as soon as possible. All clubs and organisations 
registered on the Department’s online application system will be notified at this time.

14/06/2018WRK01400Driver Test Data

14/06/2018WRK01500203. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of persons waiting for driver tests in County Kerry (details supplied); the waiting time 
for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26117/18]

14/06/2018WRK01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

14/06/2018WRK01700Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

14/06/2018WRK01800204. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a redress 
scheme for survivors of mother and baby homes is being considered; if survivors’ records can 
be returned to them; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26002/18]

14/06/2018WRK01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The question 
of redress for former residents of Mother and Baby Homes is one which I have addressed on a 
number of occasions and I am happy to restate the Government’s position for the Deputy. 

Mother and Baby Homes have not been central to any previous statutory inquiry so the cur-
rent Commission of Investigation must be given the opportunity to conclude its investigation 
and to establish the facts of what happened in and around these institutions.

The independent Commission has made no findings to date about abuse or neglect in any of 
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the homes within its terms of reference. In these circumstances, it is not possible for Govern-
ment to consider a redress scheme in relation to the broad range of matters within the scope of 
this investigation prior to the Commission submitting its findings and conclusions.

As I have indicated previously, when the final reports of the Commission are available, the 
Government will respond to the full account of the Commission’s conclusions on all matters 
regarding the treatment of former residents.

On the question of access to personal records, I am advised that individuals who have met 
the Commission’s Confidential Committee may visit the Commission’s premises and hear the 
recording of their evidence and/or read the notes on their case if these have been written up.  
Individuals who give evidence to the full Commission may similarly read the transcript of their 
evidence on the Commission’s premises.  If individuals provide personal records to the Com-
mission, it is the policy to photocopy these and return the originals to the people concerned 
on the day. The Commission does not have a role in assisting individuals in resolving broader 
questions on their identity or in tracing birth relatives. Persons seeking such information should 
contact the Information and Tracing services of TUSLA, the Child and Family Agency (www.
tusla.ie), which holds records from a number of former mother and baby homes and adoption 
societies, or assistance is also available through the Adoption Authority of Ireland (www.aai.
gov.ie).

14/06/2018WRK02000Domestic Violence Services Funding

14/06/2018WRK02100205. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
status of plans outlined in her statement (details supplied) on 4 July 2017; and her future plans 
for similar services. [25944/18]

14/06/2018WRK02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has statutory responsibility for the provision of care and protection to vic-
tims of domestic, sexual and gender-based violence.

In 2018, Tusla is providing €23.8 million in funding to domestic, sexual and gender-based 
violence services, an increase of €1.7m over 2017 funding. 

I understand that the Deputy’s question relates to proposed developments in domestic, sex-
ual and gender-based violence services in 2018 and 2019. I have forwarded the query to Tusla 
to respond to the Deputy directly on this matter.

14/06/2018WRK02300Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRK02400206. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of FOI requests her Department has received since January 2018; the number that were 
appealed, refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [25957/18]

14/06/2018WRK02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy for 2018 is set out in the following table. 

Total Amount
Total Received 65
Fees 0.00
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Total Amount
Refused (Of which Appealed/Part Appealed) 14 (1)
Granted 13
Part Granted 15
Transferred 3
Withdrawn 6
Pending 14

14/06/2018WRK02600Child and Family Agency Reports

14/06/2018WRK02700207. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her attention 
has been drawn to a delay in the publication of Tusla’s review of adequacy annual report for 
2016 which is a statutory requirement under section 8 of the Child Care Act 1991; and the rea-
son for the delay. [25997/18]

14/06/2018WRK02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have been 
advised by Tusla that it is expected that the 2016 Review of Adequacy will be published by 
mid-July 2018. It is hoped that the publication will be slightly earlier than the 2015 Review of 
Adequacy, which was published on the 21st July 2017.

Tusla have further advised that the data used in the compilation of the Review of Adequacy 
does not become available for up to 10 months after year-end, and that the collection, validation 
and review of the other material used in the Review can add further delays.

I note that Section 8 of the Child Care Act 1991 requires a report to be produced annually. 
The Act is not, however, prescriptive in terms of the timeframe for the preparation of the report.

I look forward to receiving the Report once complete.

14/06/2018WRK02900Adoption Records Provision

14/06/2018WRK03000208. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the procedure 
in respect of an adopted person who wishes to trace personal information such as their birth 
certificate and file in respect of their adoption; the number of such information requests Tusla 
has received in the past five years; the number that have been responded to with comprehensive 
information including file information on the person; the number on hold pending further infor-
mation; the number of requests in which information required in respect of a person has been 
made subject to an application to the adoption contact register; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [26072/18]

14/06/2018WRK03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the subject 
matter of the Deputy’s question relates to an operational matter for Tusla, I have referred the 
matter to them for a direct reply.

14/06/2018WRK03200Adoption Records Provision

14/06/2018WRK03300209. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
applications in each year since 2013 to the adoption contact register; the number that have been 
successful, unsuccessful and pending a reply, respectively; and if she will make a statement on 
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the matter. [26073/18]

14/06/2018WRK03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the subject 
matter of the Deputy’s question relates to an operational matter for the Adoption Authority of 
Ireland, I have referred the matter to it for a direct reply.

14/06/2018WRK03500Children in Care

14/06/2018WRK03600210. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of children in care with an up-to-date care plan; the number of children awaiting an update of 
their existing care plan; the number of children awaiting a care plan by local area division in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26134/18]

14/06/2018WRK03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The latest fig-
ures from Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, indicate that, at the end of February 2018, there 
were 6,161 children in care.  Of these, 5,581 (91%) had a written care plan. 

The placement of children in care is governed by the Child Care Regulations 1995 which 
provide for the welfare of the child, the care practices, care plans, accommodation and safety 
precautions.  The regulations stipulate that all care plans are to be reviewed and updated on a 
regular basis and sets out the frequency for these reviews to take place. When a child is received 
into care on an emergency basis the care plan is to be developed within 14 days of the place-
ment.

The following table lists the number of children in care, and the number of children awaiting 
a written care plan, by administrative area.  I wish to advise the Deputy that this information is 
published on a monthly basis by Tusla and is available on www.tusla.ie  .

The number of Children in Care awaiting a written care plan by administrative area 
at end February 2017

 Area Number of children in care Number awaiting a written 
care plan

 Dublin South Central  376  50
 Dublin South East/Wicklow  280  43
 Dublin South West/Kildare/
West Wicklow

 416  111

 The Midlands  379  47
 Dublin City North  546  75
 Dublin North  332  98
 Louth/Meath  401  8
 Cavan/Monaghan  159  32
 Cork  810  48
 Kerry  156  2
 Carlow/Kilkenny/South 
Tipperary

 362  6

 Waterford / Wexford  423  8
 The Midwest  589  2
 Galway/Roscommon  414  0
 Mayo  130  0
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 Area Number of children in care Number awaiting a written 
care plan

 Donegal  207  27
 Sligo/Leitrim/West Cavan  102  23
 Social work team for 
Separated children seeking 
asylum

 79  0

 National Total  6,161  580

14/06/2018WRK03800Child and Family Agency Data

14/06/2018WRK03900211. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of children awaiting allocation to a social worker in each Tusla local office area by the priority 
status of the case and the average waiting time in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [26135/18]

14/06/2018WRK04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Information 
about unallocated cases is published monthly on the Tusla website. There has been a 46% 
(4,458) reduction in cases awaiting allocation to a social worker since Tusla was established.  
All cases are screened at point of referral and any case requiring immediate follow up receives 
same and all other unallocated cases are reviewed by a Team Leader on an on-going basis.

Using the most recent data available (March 2018), I can inform the Deputy that there were 
a total of 4,689 cases awaiting allocation of a social worker. From this group, 734 were High 
Priority, 2,971 were Medium Priority and 984 were Low Priority.

Tusla does not publish data on average time waiting by area. However, data on the number 
of cases awaiting allocation by time band is collated. Using this most recent data available 
(March 2018), 126 cases were waiting less than 1 week, 421 cases were waiting 1-2 weeks, 248 
cases were waiting for 2-3 weeks, 565 cases were waiting 3-4 weeks, 534 cases were waiting 
1-2 months, 395 cases were waiting 2-3 months, and 1,896 cases were waiting for more than 
three months.

The information is provided in the following two tables.

Addressing the number of children who are awaiting the allocation of a social worker is 
one of my key priorities. I secured funds in Budget 2018 which will allow Tusla to carry out 
the third year of a 3 year plan to provide for the allocation of a dedicated social worker to all 
children who need one. Tusla are also funded to recruit family support workers, social care staff 
and administrative staff to work alongside social workers in supporting vulnerable children and 
families.

An unallocated case relates to a case about a child that is deemed to need a social work as-
sessment, but has not yet been allocated to a social worker.  All urgent and emergency cases 
receive immediate attention by the local duty social work team. The majority of unallocated 
cases are new referrals. However, they may also include children living with their families who 
had an allocated social worker, or to a child in care, where there is now a social work vacancy.

I am informed by Tusla that a case awaiting allocation may be listed as ‘active on duty’. 
Tusla indicate that this may include checking with professionals who see the child regularly, or 
visiting the child and family at home, getting additional information about the child’s situation 
and, in some instances where a child is in care, organising a Care Plan Review and visiting the 
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child. 

I, and my officials, will continue to engage directly with the Tusla Board and Senior Man-
agement Team to monitor and review progress in reducing the number of unallocated cases and 
the waiting time for the allocation of a social worker to a case assessed as requiring a social 
work service. 

Number of Cases Awaiting Allocation (March 2018) 

 Area A. No. Awaiting 
Allocation

A. No. High Pri-
ority Awaiting

A. No. Medium 
Priority Await-
ing

A. No. Low Pri-
ority Awaiting

Dublin South/
East Wicklow 

124 15 86 23 

Dublin South/
West Kildare/
West Wicklow 

647 176 432 39 

Dublin South 
Central 

136 0 49 87 

Midlands 345 80 202 63 
Dublin North 
City 

384 8 265 111 

Dublin North 432 0 240 192 
Louth/Meath 273 26 217 30 
Cavan/
Monaghan 

189 5 134 50 

Kerry 90 73 16 1 
Cork 622 148 440 34 
Carlow/Kilken-
ny/South Tip-
perary 

448 48 313 87 

Waterford/Wex-
ford 

95 0 50 45 

Donegal 372 52 237 83 
Sligo/Leitrim/
West Cavan 

37 0 28 9 

Mayo 0 0 0 0 
Galway/
Roscommon 

249 41 199 9 

Midwest 246 62 63 121 
Total 4,689 734 2,971 984 
Number of Cases Awaiting Allocation in Time Bands (March 2018) 

Area &lt; 1 
Week 

1-2 
Weeks 

2-3 
Weeks 

3-4 
Weeks 

1-2 
Months 

2-3 
Months 

&gt; 3 
Months 

DSE/
WW 

12 5 17 16 6 19 49 

DSW/K/
WW 

3 13 15 13 47 34 522 
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Area &lt; 1 
Week 

1-2 
Weeks 

2-3 
Weeks 

3-4 
Weeks 

1-2 
Months 

2-3 
Months 

&gt; 3 
Months 

DSC 0 0 15 32 30 29 30 
Midlands 28 36 47 59 25 51 99 
DNC 10 9 4 8 35 19 299 
Dublin 
North 

9 14 5 44 127 15 218 

LH/MH 19 11 22 14 51 43 113 
CN/MN 6 6 10 17 33 41 76 
Kerry 1 0 4 10 12 3 60 
Cork 17 263 29 149 83 20 61 
CW/KK/
ST 

0 0 0 133 0 104 211 

WD/WX 
Donegal 
SLWC 
Mayo 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
GY/RN 15 42 43 51 38 12 48 
Mid-
West 

6 22 37 19 47 5 110 

Total 126 421 248 565 534 395 1,896 
*Notes

1) Cases of Retrospective Abuse not included

2) Data for Waterford/Wexford is partial

3) Number awaiting in time bands is not available from Donegal, Sligo/Leitrim/West Cavan 
and Waterford/Wexford

I can also inform the Deputy that Tusla  has developed a fully computerised National Child 
Care Information System to deal with all current referrals. Roll out of this system is due to be 
completed in mid July. One of the long term benefits of this new system will be the provision of 
accurate activity recording,  facilitating improved service planning and performance monitor-
ing.

14/06/2018WRK04100Leader Programmes Funding

14/06/2018WRK04200212. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the steps he will take to ensure that Leader funding is not politicised (details supplied). 
[26020/18]

14/06/2018WRK04300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The decision 
to approve all LEADER projects is taken at a local level by the Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
which deliver the LEADER programme.  Each LAG is representative of its local area and any 
decision to approve a project must be taken with a majority of non-public sector representatives 
present.

There are also multiple checks and balances in place within the LEADER project selection 
process, together with a robust evaluation process and clear selection criteria. 
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It is important that the general public are made aware of how LEADER money is being 
spent and the outcomes being achieved through EU and Exchequer funding under the LEADER 
programme.  Once projects are formally approved, the LAGs have a role to play in publicising 
these projects and informing the local community about the funding provided for their area.  
Details of all projects approved by the LAGs are also published on the LEADER pages of my 
Department’s website, www.drcd.gov.ie.  Through these measures, the information on project 
approvals is widely and freely available to the general public. 

More than 1,000 LEADER projects have now been approved for funding of over €29 mil-
lion, with a further 340 projects with a value of €19 million at an earlier stage in the approvals 
process.  I anticipate that approvals under the LEADER programme will continue to increase 
over the coming months on foot of administrative improvements which my Department has 
made over the last year in consultation with the LAGs.

14/06/2018WRK04400Community Banking

14/06/2018WRK04500213. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when the public banking report will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24821/18]

14/06/2018WRK04600218. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment his views on the report on community banking; the reason for the delay in publishing the 
report; if the delay is being caused by a disagreement between his Department and the Depart-
ment of Finance on the content of the report; if so, the points of disagreement; if the publication 
of the report will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26068/18]

14/06/2018WRK04700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 213 and 218 together.

As the Deputies are aware, officials from my Department and the Department of Finance 
have been working closely together since last year to investigate the feasibility of a new model 
of community banking for Ireland, including the German Sparkassen model for the develop-
ment of local public banks.

The project team carried out detailed research into the concept, with a particular focus on 
the Sparkassen model, and met with a number of stakeholders. My Department also conducted 
a public consultation, seeking views on the concept of a community banking model. The invita-
tion to submit responses was open to all, and was particularly extended to main stakeholders 
and members of the Oireachtas. The consultation ran for four weeks and 16 submissions were 
received. These have been assessed in detail and the views of the respondents will be reflected 
in the forthcoming report.

The report has now been completed and the project team has submitted their findings to the 
Minister for Finance and myself.  Both Minister Donohoe and I are in agreement with the con-
clusions of the report and we brought it to Government for noting last month. I anticipate that 
the report will be published very shortly.

14/06/2018WRK04800Western Development Commission

14/06/2018WRK04900214. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the engagement he has had with the Western Development Commission, WDC; the steps 
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that are being taken to fulfil the commitment in A Programme for A Partnership Government to 
enhance the role of the WDC; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [25379/18]

14/06/2018WRK05000Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): The Western Development Commission (WDC) was established on a statutory 
basis in 1999 as part of a response to the severe population decline in the Western Region at 
that time.  The remit of the Commission is to promote the economic and social development of 
the Western Region, covering counties Donegal, Leitrim, Sligo, Mayo, Roscommon, Galway 
and Clare.

The Commission has achieved a lot since its establishment, and I believe it has an important 
role to play in the Government’s emphasis on achieving more effective regional development 
through initiatives such as the Regional Action Plan for Jobs, the Action Plan for Rural Devel-
opment, the development of Atlantic Economic Corridor and the National Planning Framework.  

Minister Ring appointed a new Board to the WDC in August 2017 and has delegated re-
sponsibility for oversight of the Commission to me.  I met with the new Chair and the Acting 
CEO in November 2017, and last month I met with the new Board to discuss issues of priority 
for both the WDC and the Department.  

There is also on-going engagement between my Department and the WDC at executive 
level to deepen the Commission’s involvement in the regional development agenda and to ben-
efit from their experience.

In this context, the WDC has been involved in an increasing number of initiatives.  For 
example:

- The WDC is represented on the Monitoring Committee for the Action Plan for Rural 
Development and on the Implementing Committees which oversee the delivery of the Action 
Plans for Jobs for the West and North-West regions.

- The Commission is also represented on the Taskforce which I chair to progress the devel-
opment of an Atlantic Economic Corridor area along the western seaboard.   The WDC has been 
a key contributor to sub-groups of this Taskforce. 

The Commission also continues to implement initiatives to support the development of 
SMEs and emerging sectors in the western region.  I recently launched a new €2 million fund 
for the Commission to encourage the film, television, animation and games industry in the West 
of the country. I look forward to continuing to work with the new Board as they seek to support 
the regional development agenda.

14/06/2018WRK05100Regional Development Initiatives

14/06/2018WRK05200215. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the status of the Atlantic economic corridor; if he will report on the recruitment of officers 
in this regard; the role envisaged for these officers; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25380/18]

14/06/2018WRK05300Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): The objective of the Atlantic Economic Corridor proposal is to maximise the as-
sets along Ireland’s western seaboard to attract investment, support job creation and contribute 
to an improved quality of life for those who live there. 
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The Atlantic Economic Corridor Taskforce was established in March 2017 to progress the 
proposal. I chair the Taskforce which includes senior representatives from the business sector, 
key Government Departments, other public bodies, and Third Level institutions.  The Taskforce 
has met five times since it was established, and will continue to meet on a regular basis. 

A number of sub-groups of the Taskforce are also working to progress specific aspects of 
the overall proposal, such as examining infrastructure needs and enterprise property assets, and 
developing a communications strategy.

Local Authorities are playing a key role in the development of the AEC, and in particular are 
helping to ensure a cohesive approach is taken across the corridor.  My Department is providing 
funding of €30,000 to each of the 10 Local Authorities along the AEC to support the appoint-
ment of a dedicated AEC Officer to help drive the project in each area.  The Local Authorities 
are currently in the process of assigning these officers. 

It is envisaged that the AEC Officers will have a particular focus in supporting the work of 
the Taskforce’s sub-groups.  They will also play a role in the overall communications strategy 
which will promote the benefits of the corridor and raise awareness of the AEC as an attractive 
region to invest in and to live in.

14/06/2018WRK05400Leader Programmes Administration

14/06/2018WRK05500216. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
administrative process after Leader funding is sanctioned; the evaluating stakeholders for same; 
the rationale for the stakeholders in the drawing down of moneys; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25942/18]

14/06/2018WRK05600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER 
is a multi-annual programme for the period 2014-2020 which has a total budget of €250 mil-
lion over the programming period. LEADER is administered by Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
which deliver funding in accordance with Local Development Strategies (LDS) that have been 
agreed for each LAG area. The LDS is developed and driven by rural communities, through 
the Local Action Groups (LAGs), setting out the vision and objectives for the area. Funding is 
allocated to each LAG for the full duration of the Programme to give greater flexibility to the 
LAGs to manage their resources.

Each LAG is responsible for deciding how its allocation is distributed to LEADER projects 
over the duration of the programme, based on the objectives in their approved LDS.  Projects 
are reviewed in accordance with agreed criteria by an Evaluation Committee established by the 
LAG before being submitted to the Local Action Group members for final decision.  Each LAG 
is representative of its local area and any decision to approve a project must be taken with a 
majority of non-public sector representatives present.

No works can commence on a project until formal approval has issued.  The process of 
implementing the approved works is a matter for the project promoter in consultation with the 
LAG and/or the LAG’s Implementing Partner.

Payment claims are submitted to my Department by the LAGs when projects are up and 
running and have incurred expenditure.  The approved works must be completed by the project 
promoter prior to any final or phased payments being made.  

Certain checks require to be carried out by the LAGs prior to the payment claims being sub-
mitted to my Department.  A number of mandatory regulatory administrative checks must be 
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also be conducted by, or on behalf of, my Department before payment is issued to the LAG in 
respect of a project.  These mandatory administrative checks are currently undertaken by Pobal.

14/06/2018WRK05625Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRK05650217. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of FOI requests his Department has received since January 2018; the number that 
were appealed, refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25969/18]

14/06/2018WRK05675Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment has received a total of 30 requests under the Freedom of Information Act in 2018 as of 11 
June.

Eight of these requests are currently being processed by my Department.

Of the remaining 22 requests, 13 were part-granted or granted in full, six were refused and 
three were withdrawn. Two decisions were appealed for review, with one decision upheld and 
one varied.

There have been no fees charged in relation to these requests.

  Question No. 218 answered with Question No. 213.

14/06/2018WRK05800Action Plan for Rural Development

14/06/2018WRK05900219. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the extent to which he expects to be in a position to offer assistance to rural and commu-
nity groups throughout the country in the course of 2018 under various headings applicable to 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26169/18]

14/06/2018WRK06000220. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the proposed scale of expenditure by his Department in assistance towards community 
groups in the various regions throughout the country in 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26170/18]

14/06/2018WRK06100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 219 and 220 together.

The Department of Rural and Community Development was established last year to deliver 
on the Government’s commitment to bring a greater degree of coordination and cohesion to 
all of the work of Government in so far as it impacts on rural Ireland and on communities in 
regions throughout the country.

My Department delivers a variety of schemes that provide supports for groups in rural and 
urban communities in line with commitments in the Programme for Partnership Government 
and the Action Plan for Rural Development.   

These schemes and programmes include the following, provided with details of 2018 fund-
ing allocations:

- LEADER programme: €40m
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- Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP): €38m

- Community Services Programme: €46m

- The recently launched Community Enhancement Programme: €4.5m

- Town and Village Renewal Scheme: €15m

- CLÁR Programme: €5m

- Seniors Alert Scheme: €2.3m

The 2018 Budget for schemes and programmes delivered by my Department is in excess of 
€220 million.

All schemes are open to applications from eligible groups during the application timeframes 
set for each scheme or programme. Further information on all schemes and programmes and 
on the Action Plan for Rural Development, can be found on my Department’s website   www.
drcd.gov.ie.

14/06/2018WRK06300Departmental Funding

14/06/2018WRK06400221. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the extent to which his Department has set out criteria for qualification for financial as-
sistance by various applicants throughout the country in 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26171/18]

14/06/2018WRK06500223. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the criteria for qualification for assistance by voluntary or statutory groups in 2018 or 
thereafter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26173/18]

14/06/2018WRK06600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 221 and 223 together.

My Department operates a number of funding programmes and schemes that are open to 
applications from eligible parties across a range of sectors. All are designed to assist rural and 
urban communities in need.

The new Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) launched in 
January 2018 will run for a five-year period until 2022. 

SICAP focuses on reducing poverty and promoting social inclusion and equality in Ireland 
through supporting communities and individuals using community development approaches, 
engagement and collaboration. SICAP is overseen and managed by the Local Community De-
velopment Committee (LCDC) in each local authority area. The Department has engaged Pobal 
to work on its behalf to manage and oversee the delivery of SICAP nationally. More informa-
tion about the programme can be found on the Pobal website.

I recently launched the Community Enhancement Programme (CEP), which replaces and 
builds the good work of two existing schemes (Communities Facilities Scheme and RAPID). 
The programme has a budget of €4.5m for 2018. This is an increase funding for each Local 
Authority area compared with their combined RAPID and CFS funding for 2017. LCDCs will 
continue to administer the programme at local level and are at present seeking applications. 
They will be advertising locally for suitable projects and will provide details on how to apply 
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in each area. The closing date for applications is 30 July 2018.

The CLÁR programme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disad-
vantaged rural areas that have experienced significant levels of de-population. The scheme is 
funded by my Department and delivered, for the most part, by the Local Authorities in consulta-
tion with groups in local communities. The 2018 CLÁR programme will see funding provided 
under three measures:

Measure 1: Support for Schools/Community Safety MeasuresMeasure 2: Play AreasMea-
sure 3: First Response Support Measure

The deadline for applications under the 2018 CLÁR programme passed on 30 April 2018, 
but the criteria used for Measures 1 and 2 are available from Local Authorities, while the crite-
ria and application form for Measure 3 are available on my Department’s website.

The Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) is a scheme for carrying out improvement works 
on private/non-public roads. It is funded by the Department in conjunction with the County 
Councils who administer the scheme and carry out the works. Applications are submitted to the 
County Councils who prioritise projects within their allocation and forward them to the Depart-
ment for final approval. The criteria for eligible roads are set out in the memorandum governing 
the scheme. Generally, they are non-public roads, often leading to houses and important com-
munity amenities such as graveyards, beaches, piers, mountains, etc. or other non-public roads 
that provide access to parcels of land, or provide access for harvesting purposes (including turf 
or seaweed) for two or more persons.

Funding of €15m has been earmarked for the 2018 Town and Village Renewal Scheme.  
Local Authorities are required to advertise for expressions of interest from towns and villages 
in their area and proposals from a group may be considered if the application displays a strong 
economic benefit to the community. The deadline for the submission of applications to the De-
partment by Local Authorities is 30 June 2018. 

The LEADER programme provides funding assistance to address the challenges facing ru-
ral areas over the course of the programme period, particularly under the themes of economic 
development and social inclusion. Applications from various groups for funding can be made 
directly to the relevant Local Action Groups. Promoters interested in accessing assistance under 
the LEADER Programme should, in the first instance, submit an Expression of Interest to their 
Local Action Group (LAG)

The Department also has lead responsibility for developing the relationship between the 
State and community and voluntary sector. The Scheme to Support National Organisations 
(SSNO) provides multi-annual funding towards core costs of national organisations in the sec-
tor, with a focus on organisations that provide supports to those who are disadvantaged. The 
current three-year scheme runs to 30 June 2019, and all funding has been fully allocated for 
2018. 

Further information for potential applicants on these and all other funding programmes and 
schemes is available on my Department’s website www.drcd.gov.ie

14/06/2018WRK06700Departmental Funding

14/06/2018WRK06800222. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the extent to which application forms have issued for applications for financial assistance 
by various voluntary or statutory bodies throughout the country; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [26172/18]

14/06/2018WRK06900226. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the extent to which his Department has received applications for assistance from various 
voluntary or statutory bodies throughout the country with a view to addressing specific issues 
of deprivation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26176/18]

14/06/2018WRK07000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 222 and 226 together.

My Department funds a range of programmes and schemes that provide financial assistance 
to eligible voluntary or statutory bodies throughout the country. These schemes provide much 
needed assistance to urban and rural communities in need.

These include the LEADER and CLÁR programmes; the recently launched Community En-
hancement Programme; the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP): 
and the Community Services Programme. 

All schemes delivered by my Department are open to applications from eligible parties dur-
ing the relevant application timeframes set for each scheme/programme. 

Full details of how to register or apply for financial assistance under these schemes can be 
obtained on my Department’s website [www.drcd.gov.ie  ] along with more detailed information 
on all various funding programmes and schemes.

  Question No. 223 answered with Question No. 221.

  Question No. 224 answered with Question No. 9.

14/06/2018WRK07200Departmental Strategy Statements

14/06/2018WRK07300225. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the mission statement for his Department including its various aspirations and objectives 
achievable over a specific time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26175/18]

14/06/2018WRK07400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Mission 
Statement of my Department, as set out in its Statement of Strategy published at the beginning 
of 2018, is: “To promote rural and community development and to support vibrant, inclusive 
and sustainable communities throughout Ireland”.

The Department of Rural and Community Development was established last year to facili-
tate the achievement of this mission through:

- creating conditions to support increased economic opportunities and local employment in 
all areas of the country

- delivering schemes and programmes that support the revitalisation of towns and villages

- improving access to services and social networks that ensure a high quality of life

- enabling communities disadvantaged by location or social issues to reach their full poten-
tial

- supporting communities to have a voice to shape their own future
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In addition to the schemes and programmes being delivered, my Department is also work-
ing with our colleagues across Government to drive the rural agenda and to deliver policies and 
initiatives that consider the needs of all communities, regardless of location or demographics.

The Statement of Strategy also outlines the key strategic goals for my Department over the 
three-year period it covers from 2017-2020, with a view to assisting all communities to have 
the opportunity to grow and develop economically and socially.

These are to:

1.    Work across Government to advance the economic and social development of rural 
areas in order to enhance the quality of life for people who live in rural Ireland. 

2.    Contribute to enhanced regional development, with a view to strengthening the poten-
tial of all regions to contribute to economic recovery.

3.    Support local communities to develop, empowering them to identify their needs and 
aspirations and providing them with the opportunities, skills and confidence to influence, shape 
and participate in decision-making processes which affect them.

4.    Support the Community, Voluntary and Charity Sector to strengthen its capacity to con-
tribute to civil society and support the growth and development of philanthropy.

The full Statement of Strategy for my Department can be found at   www.drcd.gov.ie.

       Question No. 226 answered with Question No. 222.

14/06/2018WRL00300Seniors Alert Scheme

14/06/2018WRL00400227. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment the extent to which he expects to be in a position to support security or senior alert 
schemes to facilitate persons living in isolated areas throughout the country; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26177/18]

14/06/2018WRL00500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment is responsible for the Seniors Alert Scheme which encourages community support for vul-
nerable older people in our communities through the provision of personal monitored alarms to 
enable them to live securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind. 
Funding is available under the scheme towards the purchase by a registered community-based 
organisation of a personal alarm or pendant.  

Following a review, a new version of the scheme came into effect on 1 November 2017. A 
number of changes were introduced under the new scheme including the provision of free mon-
itoring for the first year and a revision of the living alone requirements. I am pleased to advise 
the Deputy that the revised scheme has been a resounding success with unprecedented levels 
of demand for the new package.  During 2017, spend on the Scheme amounted to €2.7m, with 
over 12,700 applications approved and more than 10,000 installations completed. To the end of 
May 2018, over 9,200 applications were approved, with almost 10,000 installations completed. 

The issue of crime prevention and security is a matter for my colleague the Minister for 
Justice and Equality.
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14/06/2018WRL00600Library Services Provision

14/06/2018WRL00700228. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the extent of library support provisions he expects to be in a position to make throughout 
the country in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26178/18]

14/06/2018WRL00800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The man-
agement and operation of the public libraries, including funding of library services, is primarily 
a matter for each local authority in its capacity as a library authority under the Local Govern-
ment Act 2001. Some €150m is expected to be invested by local authorities in library services 
in 2018. 

My Department funds a Libraries Capital Investment Programme, announced in 2016, that 
will invest some €23m in 17 or so projects, as well as the My Open Library service, over the 
period 2016 to 2021.  Funding of €2.75m is available under the programme this year. 

My Department also provides funding to help local authorities meet certain costs associated 
with libraries, including the cost of a small number of leased premises.   Approximately €1m 
will be provided for this purpose in 2018.

14/06/2018WRL00900Exceptional Needs Payment Applications

14/06/2018WRL01000229. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the options available for a person (details supplied) who has applied for assistance under the ex-
ceptional needs payment scheme under supplementary welfare allowance to receive assistance 
towards the paying of rent; if the landlord can be obliged to sign the form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [26137/18]

14/06/2018WRL01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Rent supplement plays a vital role in housing families and individuals, with the scheme sup-
porting approximately 30,000 recipients for which the Government has provided €180 million 
for in 2018. 

Under the legislative provisions governing rent supplement the Department’s sole relation-
ship is with the tenant; the tenant makes the application to the department and the payment is 
made directly to the tenant for their accommodation needs.  There is no contractual relation-
ship between the landlord and the Department.  The tenant’s engagement with the Department 
usually takes place after they have reached an agreement with their landlord regarding their 
tenancy arrangement.  

If a landlord refuses to complete the required section of the SWA RS1, which provides the 
basis for proving the existence of a tenancy, rent supplement cannot be awarded.  

If a landlord is considered to be acting discriminatorily by a tenant/ prospective tenant, e.g. 
refusing to sign a SWA RS1 where a tenancy had been nominally agreed / or already in place, 
s/he does have recourse to remedy under the Equal Status Acts 2000–2015.  Under this Act, a 
person cannot be discriminated against by a landlord on the basis that they are in receipt of rent 
supplement; the housing assistance payment scheme; or any other social welfare payment.  For 
further information, including access to support services for tenants who feel they have been 
discriminated against due to their dependence on rent supplement for their housing needs, the 
Deputy is directed to the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission - www.ihrec.ie.

Every effort is made so that rent supplement tenants are supported by my Department and 
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any person in the situation referred to by the Deputy is encouraged to contact the CWS office 
responsible for their claim at the earliest opportunity. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/06/2018WRL01200Registration of Marriages

14/06/2018WRL01300230. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the requirements in respect of two single persons seeking permission to marry in a 
registry office that have previously been married by traditional rights in their homeland; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [26165/18]

14/06/2018WRL01400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Legislation governing marriage in Ireland is provided for in Part 6 of the Civil Registration Act 
2004, as amended.

Persons wishing to be married in the State are obliged to give a minimum of three months’ 
notice of the intention to marry to a registrar [section 46(1)(a)].  In the case where one, or both, 
of the parties to the marriage are foreign nationals, the notification must be accompanied by 
documents regarding the immigration status of the foreign national(s) [Section 46(3A)].

The parties applying to marry must also present to a registrar not less than 5 days before the 
intended date of marriage and sign a declaration, in his or her presence, that there is no impedi-
ment to the marriage [section 46(1)(a)].  For the purposes of the Act there is an impediment to 
a marriage if one of the parties to the marriage is, or both are, already married [section 2(2)].  

Regarding the validity of marriages conducted in other jurisdictions, the law relating to this 
is set out in section 29 of the Family Law Act 1995 which comes under the responsibility of my 
colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality.

14/06/2018WRL01500Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRL01600231. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of FOI requests her Department has received since January 2018; the num-
ber that were appealed, refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25962/18]

14/06/2018WRL01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
number of freedom of information (FOI) requests received in the Department from 01 Janu-
ary 2018 to 31 May 2018 is set out in the following table. Of the 23 cases that were appealed, 
15 of the decisions were affirmed and 4 were varied or annulled. The costs relating to fees and 
charges that were applied in the same period was €242.

Number of Freedom of Information (FOI) Requests Received (Jan – May 2018)

Requests Number
Total No. of FOIs received 1,234
Appealed 23
Refused 273
Granted 278
Part Granted 495
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In this context, it should be noted that the different categories do not add up to the total 
number received.   This is because some FOI requests are withdrawn or handled outside of the 
formal FOI process.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/06/2018WRL01800Wage Subsidy Scheme

14/06/2018WRL01900232. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she considered or discussed the necessity to reduce the requirement of 21 hours of 
work under the wage subsidy scheme in particular for persons with Down’s syndrome; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [25972/18]

14/06/2018WRL02000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection’s supports for people with disabilities 
have been designed to enable persons with a disability to achieve their employment ambitions 
by focusing on the individual person’s ability and capacity rather than taking an approach that 
focuses on a particular type of disability.

The key objective of the wage subsidy scheme (WSS) is to increase the likelihood of people 
with disabilities participating in the open labour market by providing financial incentives to 
private sector employers.  The WSS does this by allowing the employer to make up the cost of 
a potential shortfall in productivity through a wage subsidy provided by the Department. 

To participate on the WSS, an employee must work a minimum of 21 hours per week up to 
a maximum of 39 hours per week.  The basis for the creation of the WSS was to incentivise the 
employment of people with disabilities in the open labour market. A proposal to significantly 
reduce the hours worked condition for the WSS or to link the scheme with specific types of 
disability would not be consistent with the aim of supporting open market employment and 
consequently there are no plans to change the hours worked condition at this time.

I hope this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

14/06/2018WRL02100Carer’s Benefit Applications

14/06/2018WRL02200233. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for carer’s benefit by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [25994/18]

14/06/2018WRL02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care 
for a person(s) in need of full-time care and attention.

I confirm that my department received an application for CARB from the person concerned 
on the 23 March 2018.  

The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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14/06/2018WRL02400Carer’s Allowance Applications

14/06/2018WRL02500234. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [25998/18]

14/06/2018WRL02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
department informs me that there is no application from the person concerned for carer’s al-
lowance (CA) registered.  If the person concerned wishes to make an application, she should 
complete and return the application form (CR1) that I have arranged to issue to her.

However, I confirm that my department received an application for carer’s benefit (CARB) 
from the person concerned on the 29 May 2018.  

CARB is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care for a person(s) 
in need of full-time care and attention.

The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/06/2018WRL02700Low Pay Commission Remit

14/06/2018WRL02800235. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to expand the remit of the Low Pay Commission, especially in respect of young 
persons. [26004/18]

14/06/2018WRL02900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Low Pay Commission was established under the National Minimum Wage (Low Pay Commis-
sion) Act, 2015.  Its remit is to make recommendations regarding the national minimum wage, 
ensuring that all decisions are evidence based, fair and sustainable, and do not create significant 
adverse consequences for employment or competitiveness.

The National Minimum Wage Act 2015 also allows the Commission to examine and report 
its views and recommendations on other matters, related generally to the functions of the Com-
mission under the Act, as may be requested of it from time to time.  In this context, in order to 
obtain a better understanding of the impact of the NMW on younger people the Commission 
was asked in 2016 to examine the sub-minima (special youth and trainee) rates of the NMW. 

The Commission undertook a public consultation process and commissioned research from 
the ESRI on the use of sub-minima youth rates both in Ireland and internationally.  The Com-
mission was also instrumental in the development by the CSO of National Minimum Wage 
specific data, through the addition of a question on National Minimum Wage for the first time 
to the CSO’s Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS), now the Labour Force Survey in 
2016.  This data shows that the numbers in employment on age-based rates are very low: an 
average of just 1.5% of all employees (22,500) reported earning less than the “adult rate” of the 
NMW in 2017, and around a quarter to one-third of these reported being on age-based rates. 

The Low Pay Commission submitted its report on sub-minima rates to me in December 
2017.  It concluded that there is little evidence of any significant abuse of the youth rates.  The 
Commission’s recommendations with regard to the age-based and first employment rates were 
that these rates should be retained, but on a simplified basis to improve both compliance and 
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the ease of operation. 

The Commission’s report considered the abolition of youth rates but concluded that the rates 
would then no longer give any recognition to the difference between a young inexperienced 
worker and a more experienced colleague, which could lead to employers no longer seeing a 
value in hiring young people (and potentially impact on youth employment rates).  

The Commission also concluded that abolishing youth rates could potentially act as an 
incentive for young people to leave education and take up employment, which could have a 
negative impact on their long-term prospects.

I accepted the recommendations of the Low Pay Commission, and Government gave its 
approval to my proposals regarding their implementation in February this year.  The necessary 
amendments to the National Minimum Wage Act 2000 are being implemented in the Employ-
ment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill and were uncontested and unanimously accepted with 
cross-party support at Committee stage in the Dáil in mid-May.  The Bill will be progressing to 
Report Stage later this month. 

The remit of the Low Pay Commission as it is currently set out in legislation covers all 
employees in receipt of the NMW, younger and older workers alike (with certain exceptions, 
including apprentices and close family members).  The remit of the Commission therefore al-
ready covers young people.

14/06/2018WRL03000Carer’s Allowance Applications

14/06/2018WRL03100236. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [26119/18]

14/06/2018WRL03200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):    
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
the 12 March 2018.  

The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/06/2018WRL03300Exceptional Needs Payment Eligibility

14/06/2018WRL03400237. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if reconsideration will be given to an exceptional needs payment in the case of a per-
son (details supplied); if their case can be re-examined with a view to allocation of the payment 
in view of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26140/18]

14/06/2018WRL03500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is currently in receipt of a Jobseeker’s Allowance. Her rate of payment was 
reduced in May 2018 for a number of weeks due to the application of a penalty rate arising from 
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her non-engagement with the Department’s employment services. Full rate was restored when 
she resumed engagement. The person concerned enquired on 7/6/18 from the Community Wel-
fare Officer if she could be reimbursed for the amount of the rate reduction but was advised that 
this was not provided for under current legislation. She was given general information concern-
ing an Exceptional Needs Payments and details on how to apply. The person concerned has not 
submitted an application for an Exceptional Needs Payment to date. 

It is open to the person concerned to contact the Community Welfare Service and submit an 
application for an Exceptional Needs Payment if she is experiencing undue financial hardship.  
Her application will be assessed and a decision will issue on completion of this assessment.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/06/2018WRL03600Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

14/06/2018WRL03700238. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) qualifies for rent support; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26144/18]

14/06/2018WRL03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
purpose of Rent Supplement is to assist as a short term support scheme.  Under the Housing As-
sistance Payment (HAP) Scheme, responsibility for the provision of rental assistance to those 
with a long term housing need rests with the Local Authorities.  It is important therefore to 
establish which scheme best fits the persons individual circumstances.  

HAP has been designed to simplify the current system of housing supports, and it allows 
households that obtain full-time employment to remain in the scheme, whereas Rent Supple-
ment is not generally payable where a person or their spouse or partner is in full-time employ-
ment, i.e. for 30 hours or more a week. Under HAP, a recipient pays their ‘differential rent’ 
based on household weekly income in the same way differential rents are charged to tenants in 
Local Authority housing.

For Rent Supplement, applicants must meet certain qualifying criteria and satisfy a means 
test in order to determine eligibility for Rent Supplement.  

Applicants must have been renting for 183 days in the last 12 months, provide proof of this 
with a rent book, payment receipts, utility bills and/or bank lodgements.  Applicants must have 
their housing needs assessed by the local authority.  

According to the records of this Department, the person concerned has not submitted an ap-
plication for a rent supplement payment.  The person concerned is advised to contact their Local 
Authority in the first instance and failing this, they should apply for Rent Supplement.

A Rent Supplement application form (SWARS1) was sent to the person concerned on 
12/6/18.  They should fully complete the application form and return it to their Intreo centre 
with the required supporting documentation to include a current lease with proof of ownership 
from the landlord, 6 months bank statements/proof of savings, proof of income and details of 
any property owned. The application will be processed and a written decision will issue on 
completion of this assessment.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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14/06/2018WRL03900Public Services Card

14/06/2018WRL04000239. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the procedure to be followed to register a change of address in respect of a public 
services card holder with a view to ensuring correct procedures are followed; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [26151/18]

14/06/2018WRL04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
person may change his or her address with the Department in several different ways. 

A person may call into one of the Department’s offices to advise officials of the new ad-
dress. If the person has not been SAFE registered, then evidence of the new address should be 
provided. 

A person may telephone or write in to the Department quoting their name and Personal 
Public Service Number. Where the person has been SAFE registered and sufficient details are 
provided to verify the person’s identity, no evidence of address is required. If the person has not 
been SAFE registered, then evidence of the new address should be provided. 

Where a person has a verified account on www.MyGovID.ie, the address may be changed 
online. 

Where evidence of address is required, this should be dated from within the previous three 
months. Evidence may consist of recent bills from utility companies, correspondence from fi-
nancial institutions, or official correspondence from an Irish State agency. Original documents 
rather than photocopies are required. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/06/2018WRL04200Social Welfare Overpayments

14/06/2018WRL04300240. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the case of a person (details supplied) who received an overpayment in respect of 
which they have been asked to make restitution will be examined; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26161/18]

14/06/2018WRL04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ac-
cording to departmental records the person concerned incurred an overpayment of €43,529 as 
their entitlement to a one parent family payment was disallowed from 17/3/2011 to 30/10/2014.  
The person concerned also had means of €47.50 per week assessed from 01/07/15 to 31/12/2015.  
The decision to raise this overpayment was appealed to the Social Welfare Appeals Office and 
this decision was upheld at an oral hearing in June 2016.

A deduction of €28.20 per week against the one parent family payment of the person con-
cerned is currently in place to recoup this overpayment.  On 3/1/18, the person concerned con-
tacted the Social Welfare Appeals Office to appeal the decision regarding the repayment of debt.  
The appeals officer concluded ‘that the initial decision should stand and as a consequence, the 
overpayment, as assessed, also stands.’

Under Section 338 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act, 2005, persons are required tore-
pay any overpayment incurred as they benefited from the funds to which they were not entitled.

The Department seeks to be fair and reasonable to customers concerning debt recovery. Sec-
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tion 13 of the Social Welfare Act, 2012 which amends the Social Welfare Consolidation Act, 
2005 allows for a deduction of an amount of up to 15% of the weekly personal rate payable to a 
customer, without the customer’s consent, for the purposes of the recovery of an overpayment.  

A Department of Social Protection debt will remain on the customers’ records until it is fully 
recovered and this will result in a reduction of all future entitlements up to and including State 
Pension.

The person concerned is also in receipt of Child Benefit Payments.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/06/2018WRL04500Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

14/06/2018WRL04600241. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the correct level of jobseeker’s allowance payable in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26162/18]

14/06/2018WRL04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is currently in receipt of Jobseeker’s Allowance comprising the maximum 
personal rate, an increase in respect of a Qualified Adult and one Child Dependant.

This is the maximum amount payable for a person in her circumstances and the correct pay-
ment based on the information supplied to the Department by the person concerned.

It is open to the person concerned to request a review of her claim if her circumstances have 
changed.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/06/2018WRL04800Water Quality

14/06/2018WRL04900242. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the Environmental Protection Agency, EPA, has carried out tests regarding water quality 
from forest operations. [25939/18]

14/06/2018WRL05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
part of the development of Ireland’s 2nd cycle River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) 2018-
2021, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) undertook an extensive catchment char-
acterisation process to understand the pressures impacting upon water quality.  The RBMP is 
available on my Department’s website at: http://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-quality/river-
basin-management-plans/river-basin-management-plan-2018-2021.

This catchment characterisation process involved the EPA assessing the risk of water bodies 
not meeting the water quality requirements of the EU Water Framework Directive (Directive 
2000/60/EC establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy) and 
it identified the significant pressures on each water body at risk of not meeting its objectives.  
This process, which relies on water quality monitoring data among other tools, has found that 
forestry is a significant pressure in 16 per cent of water bodies identified as at risk. 

Ireland’s RBMP 2018-2021 sets out comprehensive programmes of measures to manage the 
identified pressures on water bodies, including forestry.
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14/06/2018WRL05100Housing Adaptation Grant

14/06/2018WRL05200243. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if there are grants available for the installation of windows and doors to improve the living 
conditions for persons that are suffering chronic ill health; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25951/18]

14/06/2018WRL05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department provides funding under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older 
People and People with a Disability, in respect of adaptations to private houses.  There are three 
separate grants available and local authorities receive an overall allocation, with responsibility 
for the apportionment between the schemes being a matter for each local authority.  

The Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability scheme provides grants of up to 
€30,000 to assist people with a disability to have necessary adaptations, repairs or improvement 
works carried out.  The Housing Aid for Older People scheme provides grants of up to €8,000 to 
assist older people living in poor housing conditions to have necessary repairs or improvements 
carried out, including the provision of windows & doors where necessary.

The detailed administration of the schemes, including the assessment, approval and pay-
ment of individual grants to applicants, is the responsibility of the relevant local authority.

14/06/2018WRL05400Home Renovation Incentive Scheme Data

14/06/2018WRL05500244. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of applications received for the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme by 
county; the number of successful applicants by county; the amount issued to date by county; the 
interest rate applied in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26101/18]

14/06/2018WRL05600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
with the previous local authority home loan offerings, loan applications under the Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan are made directly to the local authority in whose area the property proposed 
for purchase is situated.  My Department therefore does not directly collect information on the 
number of enquiries to local authorities regarding the loan or the number of  loan applications 
received by local authorities.

As is currently the case, my Department will continue to publish information on the overall 
number and value of (i) local authority loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns.  
Information up to Q3 2017 is available on the Department’s website at the following link: 
http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-prices-loans-and-profile-borrowers/local-
authority-loan-activity,   and this information will be updated on a quarterly basis as additional 
data is compiled.

The Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses valid loan applica-
tions that are made to the local authorities and makes recommendations to the authorities as to 
whether loans should be offered to applicants.  I have asked the Agency to centrally compile 
figures of the numbers of applications that it has assessed.

The most recent figures, as at the end of May, indicate that the Agency had received a total 
of 1,499 applications for assessment from local authorities, 1,150 of which were deemed to be 
valid. Of these valid applications, 876 have been assessed and 52% of the valid applications that 
have been assessed by the Agency have been recommended for approval.  It is subsequently a 
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matter for the relevant local authority credit committee to ultimately determine whether a loan 
application is approved, having regard to the Agency’s recommendation and other relevant fac-
tors.

While the Housing Agency do not collate information on a county-by-county basis, they 
have provided data on the number of applications received on a regional basis.  Of the 1,499 
applications received to the end of May, 619 were from the four Dublin local authorities, while 
540 were from the local authorities in Cork, Galway, Kildare, Louth, Meath and Wicklow, 
which comprise the local authority areas where the purchase price limit of €320,000 applies.  
The remaining 340 applications were from the other local authorities where the lower purchase 
price limit of €250,000 applies.

Applicants have the choice of three rates of interest under the terms of the scheme.  These 
options are 2% fixed for up to 25 years, 2.25% fixed for up to 30 years, or 2.30% variable (sub-
ject to fluctuation) for up to 30 years.

14/06/2018WRL05700Social and Affordable Housing Data

14/06/2018WRL05800245. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of complaints received by his Department and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County 
Council in relation to the 44 social housing unit development in Rosemount, Dundrum, County 
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25943/18]

14/06/2018WRL05900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department has not received any complaint in relation to the social housing scheme at 
Rosemount Court, Dundrum, Co. Dublin. Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council are cur-
rently constructing 44 high quality housing units at the site, which are due for completion in Q3, 
2018.  The Council state that this development is delivering in a timely manner and will greatly 
enhance the local area when completed.    

As with any building development, every effort is made to minimise any inconvenience 
with adjoining residents.  In this regard, the Council advises that it received a complaint re-
cently regarding fire brigade access to the area.  A test in conjunction with Dublin Fire Brigade 
was undertaken and they have confirmed that the road is accessible.  The road has been marked 
to prevent parking. 

The development, which is being funded under my Department’s social housing construc-
tion programme, will, on completion, be a welcome addition to the numbers of social homes 
being provided under the Rebuilding Ireland plan.

14/06/2018WRL06000Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRL06100246. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of FOI requests his Department has received since January 2018; the number 
that were appealed, refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were applied; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25966/18]

14/06/2018WRL06200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The number of FOI requests that my Department has received from 1 January 2018 to 11 June 
2018 is 236.  A total of 8 cases sought internal review (i.e. were appealed), 48 requests were 
refused and 97 were granted or part-granted. 
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The remainder were either withdrawn, lapsed or are as yet undecided.

My Department does not routinely compile figures on the costs applied; however, €370 in 
fees were received, which includes €220 in search and retrieval fees and €150 for appeals.

14/06/2018WRL06300Pyrite Remediation Programme

14/06/2018WRL06400247. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the up-to-date legal advice regarding the interpretation of sections 15 and 18 of the pyrite re-
mediation scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26031/18]

14/06/2018WRL06500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework for the establishment of the 
Pyrite Resolution Board,  and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme to be imple-
mented by the Board with support from the Housing Agency. The pyrite remediation scheme 
is a scheme of “last resort” and is limited in its application and scope.  The full conditions for 
eligibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on the Board’s website, 
www.pyriteboard.ie.

 The Act also sets out the broad parameters which the Board must have regard to when es-
tablishing the eligibility criteria for the pyrite remediation scheme. 

The restriction in Section 15(3) of the Act preventing applications being made under the 
scheme by a person who purchases a dwelling on or after 12 December 2013 (the publication 
date of the Bill) applies where that person knew or ought to have known that the dwelling was 
constructed using hardcore containing reactive pyrite.

Following a number of requests for clarification in the matter, my Department has recently 
sought legal advice on the Board’s interpretation of Section 15(3) and I will be in a position to 
consider this matter further following the receipt of the legal advice.  However, it is important 
to note that ultimately the interpretation of the law is a matter for the courts.

Section 18 of the Act provides for the inclusion or exclusion of an applicant in the scheme 
following the recommendation of the Housing Agency under section 16, as well as for the no-
tification and appeal arrangements in this regard.

My Department is in regular contact with the Board and the Housing Agency in relation to 
the implementation of the scheme and is satisfied with the arrangements that are currently in 
place.

14/06/2018WRL06600Register of Electors

14/06/2018WRL06700248. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to reform the Register of Electors; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26042/18]

14/06/2018WRL06800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government decided in March 2017 to accept in principle the main recommendation in 
the Fifth Report of the Convention on the Constitution that citizens outside the State, including 
citizens resident in Northern Ireland, should have the right to vote at presidential elections and 
that a referendum be held to put this to the people.  In this context, the Government determined 
that work should commence on modernisation of the voter registration process to effect im-
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provements in the registration of voters, which would also facilitate the registration of voters 
resident outside the State in the event of an extension of the franchise being approved by the 
people in a referendum.

While the current registration system has served us well, I acknowledge that there is work 
to be done to modernise the registration process and to make it more streamlined and accessible 
for electors.  We need to ensure, on the one hand, that everyone entitled to be on the register is 
registered and that their information is accurate, and on the other hand, that appropriate mea-
sures are in place to counteract any possible abuses.

Work on scoping potential improvements to the electoral registration process, including 
proposals such as online registration, is now underway in my Department.  This work is looking 
at, among other things, proposals made by the Joint Committee on Environment, Culture and 
the Gaeltacht in its report of the consultation on the proposed Electoral Commission in 2016. 

Conscious of the importance of the register and its role in our democracy and the need to 
ensure security and integrity are key priorities for any changes being considered, the process 
being planned is expected to take 2-3 years to complete.  This will include a significant con-
sultation element at an early stage, currently anticipated in the Autumn, which will offer an 
opportunity to all relevant stakeholders and the public to contribute.  

14/06/2018WRL06900Sale of State Assets

14/06/2018WRL07000249. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the way in which the €400 million proceeds from Bord Gáis was used; if it is still available 
for an off balance sheet housing model; if it has been allocated elsewhere in his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26050/18]

14/06/2018WRL07100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Prior to the publication of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homlessness, it 
was planned to establish a financial vehicle to facilitate the aggregation of private investment 
into a fund for subsequent lending as project finance.  The intention was that this investment 
would be off-balance sheet and in Budget 2015, the Government announced that €400m of 
public investment would be made available, including the proceeds from the sale of Bord Gáis, 
to provide 2,000 homes.  The objective was that this investment could leverage private sector 
finance from the EIB, ISIF, pension funds, credit unions and other financial institutions.

A structured, formal process was put in place to facilitate engagement with these bodies.  A 
body called the Social Housing Investment Proposals Clearing House Group was established 
to examine and consider proposals and to meet with the companies, groups and institutions in-
volved. However, despite a detailed investigation of options to use the available funding in this 
way, including a high level of engagement with potential social housing providers and potential 
financiers of social housing, no new model that would, of itself, be capable of providing and/or 
financing social housing on an off-balance sheet basis could be identified that would be capable 
of utilising the available funding.   

In response to this outcome, it was decided to modify the original commitment in relation 
to the €400m funding to provide €10m per annum, indexed for inflation, over a longer period 
(20 years), which could be used to secure the development of a pilot affordable rental scheme, 
as envisaged in Rebuilding Ireland.  Provision was made for €10 million to be allocated to my 
Department’s Vote in 2017.

Furthermore and taking account of the work and analysis of the Clearing House Group, it 
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was considered that it would be more constructive to use the existing social housing funding 
and support mechanisms and, where appropriate, make adjustments to those mechanisms, in 
order to provide a framework with more realistic prospects of harnessing private investment in 
an off-balance sheet manner.

This approach resulted in the design of an alternative delivery mechanism, the Enhanced 
Long-term Leasing Social Housing Scheme, which was launched on 31 January 2018.  Funding 
is in place to support the delivery of this new scheme and the principal objective of the scheme 
is to encourage larger levels of private investment in social housing, while ensuring that the 
resulting leasing arrangement is off-balance sheet in respect of Government expenditure.  The 
scheme is targeted at new build or new to the market properties to be delivered at scale and will 
complement the existing long-term leasing arrangements, which will continue to be available 
for leasing existing properties.

In respect of the commitment to develop an affordable rental model, this is now being 
progressed through an initial pilot project in Dublin, based on a cost rental model, where local 
authorities can release the value of their land, and also access funding for enabling infrastruc-
ture, to reduce the construction costs of providing such rental units and facilitate the delivery 
of the optimal number of affordable homes to rent for low- to moderate-income households, as 
part of mixed-tenure developments.  Lands held by local authorities, particularly in urban areas 
where there are high rental costs and significant housing demand, are being identified for cost 
rental projects, including a large-scale cost rental site in Dublin city, details of which I expect 
to announce shortly.

14/06/2018WRL07200Local Authority Housing Data

14/06/2018WRL07300250. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of applications from Galway City Council and Galway County Council, 
respectively, for funding and permission to refurbish local authority properties; the date the 
applications were received; the reason for the delay in making a decision on the applications; 
when a decision will issue regarding the applications; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26058/18]

14/06/2018WRL07400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department provides funding under the Voids Programme to assist local authorities in bringing 
vacant local authority housing stock back to productive use. Earlier this year, local authori-
ties, including Galway City and County Councils, submitted to my Department details of their 
work proposals and related funding requirements for this programme in 2018.  These proposals 
are currently been evaluated and funding allocations will be confirmed to the local authorities 
shortly.

14/06/2018WRM00200Vacant Sites Data

14/06/2018WRM00300251. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of landowners issued with notices under the vacant sites levy by local author-
ity; the number of landowners subject to the vacant site levy by local authority in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26074/18]

14/06/2018WRM00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 introduced a new measure, the vacant site levy, 
which is aimed at incentivising the development of vacant, under-utilised sites in urban areas.  
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Under the Act, planning authorities are required to establish a register of vacant sites in their 
areas, beginning on 1 January 2017.  Planning authorities have issued notices to owners of va-
cant sites by 1 June this year in respect of vacant sites included on their respective registers on 
1 January 2018, indicating that the levy will apply to those sites on 1 January 2019. 

My Department does not maintain a central register of vacant sites as each local authority 
administers the vacant site register in respect of their functional area.  As provided for under the 
Act, the register in respect of each local authority is available for inspection at its offices and 
online on its website. 

On foot of a recent review of the on-line vacant site registers across all local authority areas, 
I understand that there are collectively approximately 230 individual sites currently on the lo-
cal registers.  Of these, just under 190 sites were entered on the local vacant site registers on 1 
January 2018 and will therefore be subject to the levy in 2019, unless development works are 
activated in the interim. 

My Department will continue to monitor implementation of the levy to ensure that it is be-
ing fully used, in line with its intended purpose of incentivising the development of vacant or 
under-utilised sites in urban areas and so that the full potential of the measure can be realised.

14/06/2018WRM00500Vacant Sites Data

14/06/2018WRM00600252. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of landowners issued notices under the Derelict Sites Act 1990 by local authority; 
the number of landowners subject to a derelict sites levy by local authority in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [26075/18]

14/06/2018WRM00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The specific information sought regarding the number of landowners subject to the derelict sites 
levy by local authority is not readily available in my Department. 

However, my Department collects details, on an annual basis in respect of the previous 
calendar year, which includes information regarding the number of notifications issued to own-
ers of derelict sites, and the number of derelict sites levied in each local authority area.  This 
information is available on the basis of each city and county council for the period 2013-2015; 
the details for 2016 are being compiled.  Under section 8(5) of the Derelict Sites Act, a copy of 
the derelict sites register for any local authority can be inspected at the offices of that authority 
during office hours.

The position from 2013 to end of 2015 in respect of  both 1) the number of notifications is-
sued to owners, and 2) the number of derelict sites levied, as notified to my Department, is set 
out in the following table:

  2013  2013 2014 2014 2015 2015 
Local Au-
thority

Number of 
notifica-
tions 
issued to 
owners

Number of 
Derelict 
Sites lev-
ied 

Number of 
notifica-
tions 
issued to 
owners

Number of 
Derelict 
Sites lev-
ied 

Number of 
notifica-
tions 
issued to 
owners

Number of 
Derelict 
Sites lev-
ied 

Carlow 
County 
Council

10 13 0 2 6 6
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  2013  2013 2014 2014 2015 2015 
Cavan 
County 
Council

0 0 0 0 0 0

Clare 
County 
Council

24 0 20 0 7 0

Cork City 
Council

0 19 0 19 0 17

Cork 
County 
Council 

6 * 6 * 16 14 14 2

Dún 
Laoghaire 
Rathdown 
County 
Council

12 15 7 13 7 15

Donegal 
County 
Council

0 0 0 0 0 0

Dublin 
City Coun-
cil

256 28 235 35 245 49

Fingal 
County 
Council

22 0 3 0 5 1

Galway 
City Coun-
cil

7 1 26 3 25 2

Galway 
County 
Council

1 0 4 0 0 0

Kerry 
County 
Council

7 35 8 20 0 4

Kildare 
County 
Council

15 29 11 18 21 18

Kilkenny 
County 
Council

0 3 0 0 3 1

Laois 
County 
Council

6 0 4 0 6 0

Leitrim 
County 
Council

5 0 2 0 2 0
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  2013  2013 2014 2014 2015 2015 
Limerick 
City and 
County 
Council

1 14 1 19 9 0

Longford 
County 
Council

0 0 0 0 0 0

Louth 
County 
Council

6 8 8 9 33 7

Mayo 
County 
Council

8 27 1 22 9 24

Meath 
County 
Council

0 8 0 8 0 8

Monaghan 
County 
Council

3 0 3 0 3 0

Offaly 
County 
Council

4 4 6 4 6 4

Roscom-
mon 
County 
Council

No data 
provided

0 No data 
provided

0 No data 
provided

2

Sligo 
County 
Council

0 0 0 0 1 0

South 
Dublin 
County 
Council

6 0 22 0 25 3

Tipperary 
County 
Council

No data 
provided

No data 
provided

No data 
provided

No data 
provided

No data 
provided

No data 
provided

Waterford 
City and 
County 
Council

5 8 2 1 6 1

Westmeath 
County 
Council

4 50 3 67 3 49

Wexford 
County 
Council

3 7 14 6 232 4
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  2013  2013 2014 2014 2015 2015 
Wicklow 
County 
Council

0 2 0 0 0 0

Total 411 277 393 260 668 217
*Data for the entire functional area of Cork County Council is not available in my Depart-

ment

14/06/2018WRM00800Departmental Agencies Data

14/06/2018WRM00900253. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the proposed location of the headquarters of the regeneration and development agency; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26098/18]

14/06/2018WRM01000254. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of staff working within the regeneration and development agency; the 
anticipated number of staff by the end 2018 and 2019, respectively; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26099/18]

14/06/2018WRM01100255. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount allocated to the 2018 budget for the regeneration and development agency; 
the anticipated budget for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26100/18]

14/06/2018WRM01200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 253 to 255, inclusive, together.

Project Ireland 2040, published in February 2018, signals a significant policy shift towards 
securing more compact and sustainable urban and rural development, which requires signifi-
cantly more effective land management in key development areas. Against that background, it 
is proposed to establish a National Regeneration and Development Agency to assist in ensur-
ing a more effective approach to strategic land management, particularly in terms of publicly 
owned land.

The Agency will act as a national centre of expertise, working with and supporting local 
authorities, public bodies and other interests, to harness public lands as catalysts to stimulate re-
generation and wider investment and to achieve compact, sustainable growth, with a particular 
emphasis on complex regeneration projects and the provision of affordable housing.

Detailed arrangements in relation to the functions, powers and mechanisms for the estab-
lishment of the Agency are currently being developed by my Department, in conjunction with 
the Department of An Taoiseach and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, with 
a view to their early finalisation.  These discussions will inform the designing of the functions, 
resource needs, budgetary requirements and location of the Agency, once it is established.

14/06/2018WRM01500Housing Data

14/06/2018WRM01600256. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the estimated number of units to be delivered in each of the pilot projects for a new 
cost rental scheme; the timeframe for their delivery; the criteria for their allocation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26102/18]
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14/06/2018WRM01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Against the background of the affordability pressures which currently exist in the rental mar-
ket, the Government is determined to make cost rental a major part of the Irish housing system, 
similar to the role it plays in many other European countries.  Under this approach, rents are set 
at levels to recover the construction costs and to facilitate the management and administration 
of developments, but with only a minimal profit margin included. 

A pilot project is currently being progressed by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Coun-
cil, at Enniskerry Road in Sandyford, in conjunction with the Housing Agency and Approved 
Housing Bodies, using land owned by the Agency.  Respond and Túath have been selected as 
development agents to bring the site forward for development, which will include the construc-
tion of 105 social housing and 50 cost rental homes.  It is expected that construction on this site 
will commence before the end of the year.

Learning from the initial experience in the pilot scheme, my Department is working with the 
National Development Finance Agency, European Investment Bank, and other key stakehold-
ers with a view to developing the large-scale cost rental projects, particularly in major urban ar-
eas, as well as a pipeline of further projects, to be developed and advanced by local authorities.  
Initial feasibility analysis is underway and I expect to be in a position to make an announcement 
on a major cost rental project to be advanced in Dublin city shortly.

I announced new measures in January of this year that are specifically targeted at delivering 
more affordable homes generally to households with maximum gross incomes of €50,000 for 
single applicants and €75,000 for joint applicants.  The income criteria for access to a cost rental 
scheme will take into account the broader policy development on affordable housing.

14/06/2018WRM01800Social and Affordable Housing Data

14/06/2018WRM01900257. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of affordable purchase schemes units provided to date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26103/18]

14/06/2018WRM02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The delivery of more affordable homes, to buy or rent, particularly in areas where people are 
facing the greatest affordability challenge, is a major priority for Government.

Of course, affordability and access to affordable housing are significantly influenced by the 
supply of new homes to buy and rent, and competition in the market.  Therefore, the Govern-
ment has taken significant action to increase housing supply through the Rebuilding Ireland 
Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness.  This is having a significant impact, particularly 
for those on lowest incomes, with nearly 26,000 households having their social housing needs 
met in 2017.

More generally and in order to increase overall house-building at scale, a suite of actions 
is underway, including, for example, actions to fund infrastructure, streamline planning, and 
reduce building costs.  There is evidence that these measures are working with housing plan-
ning permissions and commencements growing by 27% and 23% respectively, year on year as 
evidenced in the most recent Monthly Housing Activity Report, which can be accessed at the 
following link.

The Government is committed to ensuring that housing is affordable for households on low 
to moderate incomes. Recognising that people want a choice of affordable purchase and rental, 
depending on their stage of life and circumstances, we are progressing both through a range of 
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initiatives.  

I announced new measures in January specifically targeted at delivering more affordable 
homes to households generally with maximum income of €50,000 for single applicants and 
€75,000 for joint applicants.  Based on initial estimates, the initiatives have the potential to de-
liver some 4,000 new affordable homes to buy or rent, with a target delivery of at least 10,000 
new affordable homes in the medium to long term.  The emphasis initially will be on delivering 
affordable homes from the public land bank, particularly in urban areas where affordability is-
sues are greatest. 

Already, proposals for a number of large mixed-tenure projects, that will include affordable 
homes, are progressing for local authority sites in Dublin, including Kilcarberry in Clondalkin, 
as well as O’Devaney Gardens and Oscar Traynor Road in the Dublin City Council area. These 
sites can accommodate 2,000 to 2,500 new homes.  I also expect to announce a major cost rental 
project on a Dublin site shortly. 

Finally, to support local authorities, I have secured additional funding for enabling infra-
structure which will facilitate affordable housing provision, and I expect to issue a call for pro-
posals for this funding to local authorities very shortly.

14/06/2018WRM02100Housing Data

14/06/2018WRM02200258. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of units covered by the enhanced leasing scheme by county; the anticipated 
costs per annum in 2018, by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26104/18]

14/06/2018WRM02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): A 
range of housing options are necessary to ensure a supply of accommodation to meet different 
types of social housing need. Harnessing the off-balance sheet potential of private investment 
in social housing is an important objective of the Government and the social housing targets set 
out in Rebuilding Ireland over the period to 2021 reflect the ambition in that regard. 

Of the 50,000 social housing homes to be delivered under Rebuilding Ireland, 10,000 are 
targeted to be leased by local authorities and Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) under leas-
ing arrangements from a range of different sources, including 3,500 homes targeted using the 
Repair and Lease Scheme (RLS), and 6,500 homes using a  combination of the existing social 
housing leasing arrangements, and the new Enhanced Lease Scheme.  All homes delivered un-
der leasing arrangements, including a new Enhanced Leasing Scheme, will be funded under the 
Department’s Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP).  

It is intended that up to 2,000 units will be leased by Local Authorities in 2018 through a 
combination of the existing Long Term Leasing arrangements, the Repair and Leasing Scheme 
and the new Enhanced Leasing Scheme.

The new Enhanced Leasing Scheme has been developed by my Department, together with 
the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA), the Housing Agency and local authorities, 
in order to harness the potential of private sector interest in social housing delivery in a new set 
of long-term leasing arrangements, in a manner designed to leverage off-balance sheet funding 
opportunities in accordance with Rebuilding Ireland objectives.  The new Scheme is targeted 
at new build or new to the market properties to be delivered at scale and will complement the 
existing long-term leasing arrangements, which will continue to be available.  There are, how-
ever, a number of key differences between the existing long term lease and the enhanced lease, 
the purpose of which is to facilitate larger levels of private investment in social housing while 
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ensuring that the capital investment is off balance sheet in respect of Government expenditure. 

The scheme will be governed by my Department and operated by local authorities.  The 
Housing Agency will manage and administer the scheme on behalf of my Department and will 
act as a national co-ordinator. 

A call for proposals was launched on 31 January 2018 and the Housing Agency accepted 
submissions from interested parties until 12 April 2018.  All proposals are subject to a range of 
criteria as set out in the “Calls for Proposals for Enhanced Long Term Social Housing Leasing 
Scheme” and the proposals will be assessed and marked in accordance with the terms set out 
therein.  The Call for Proposals is available on the Housing Agency website at the following 
link.

A total of 33 submissions were received from interested parties which represents strong 
interest from the market. The Housing Agency is currently reviewing the proposals and will 
complete the initial review process in the coming weeks.  Of those assessed, 14 proposals were 
returned on the grounds that they did not meet certain minimum qualifying criteria, 4 propos-
als did not pass suitability or appropriateness tests and 1 proposal has been deemed withdrawn.  
The remaining 14 proposals are still in the assessment process or awaiting further information. 

Detailed information with respect to the numbers and locations of the units proposed for 
leasing under the Scheme will only be available once the individual proposals have been as-
sessed, marked and accepted in accordance with the terms and methodology set out in the Calls 
for Proposals document and the respective Local Authorities have signed any Agreements for 
Lease arising.

14/06/2018WRM02400Building Regulations

14/06/2018WRM02500259. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of his plans to introduce measures to assist in financing management com-
panies of pre-2014 multi-unit residential buildings that are found not to be in compliance with 
fire safety standards to undertake remedial building works; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26105/18]

14/06/2018WRM02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2014, primary responsibility for compliance with the 
requirements of the Building Regulations, including Part B (Fire Safety), rests with the owners, 
designers and builders of buildings. As such, in general, building defects are matters for resolu-
tion between the contracting parties involved, the homeowner, the builder, the developer and/or 
their respective insurers, structural guarantee or warranty scheme. 

It is important to note that while my Department has overall responsibility for establishing 
and maintaining an effective regulatory framework for building standards and building control, 
it has no general statutory role in resolving defects in privately owned buildings, including the 
multi-unit residential buildings referred to, nor does it have a budget for such matters.  

However, in August 2017, my Department published a Framework for Enhancing Fire 
Safety in Dwellings,   which is intended to be used as a guide by the owners and occupants of 
dwellings where fire safety deficiencies have been identified, or are a cause for concern.  The 
Framework will also be of assistance to professional advisors, both in developing strategies to 
improve fire safety and in developing strategies to enable continued occupation in advance of 
undertaking the necessary works to ensure compliance with the relevant Building Regulations.
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Where apartment buildings that are non-compliant with building regulations or defective 
from a fire safety perspective come to the attention of the local authority fire services, they 
work with management companies and other stakeholders to ensure that appropriate levels of 
fire safety are achieved to minimise the probability of life loss. Actions are taken on a case by 
case fire safety assessment.

In addition, in response to the Grenfell Tower tragedy and in recognition of fears expressed 
for fire safety, the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management in my Department 
was tasked with co-ordinating a high-level Task Force to lead a re-appraisal of fire safety in 
Ireland.  The Task Force’s report, which was published recently and is available at the follow-
ing link. 

It makes a number of recommendations in relation to fire safety in apartment buildings, 
including;

- the registration of fire stopping sub-contractors;

- the roles and responsibilities of Building Management Companies e.g. to review and main-
tain fire safety arrangements, to keep a Fire Safety Register, to advise residents on what to do in 
the event of a fire alarm (in particular the evacuation arrangements); and

- that local authority Fire Services should offer training to Building Management Compa-
nies on key life safety issues.

In addition, my Department has embarked on a three pronged Building Control Reform 
Agenda, including: 

- Amendments to the Building Control Regulations; 

- Establishment of a shared services National Building Control Management Project; and 

-The development of new legislation through the Building Control (Construction Industry 
Register Ireland) Bill 2007.

These reforms have already brought and, through their full implementation, will continue to 
bring a new order and discipline to bear on construction projects, creating an enhanced culture 
of and focus on compliance with the Building Regulations.

14/06/2018WRM02700Social and Affordable Housing

14/06/2018WRM02800260. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of the local authorities’ response and actions arising from the review of 
multi-storey units in the social housing sector requested by him in June 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26106/18]

14/06/2018WRM02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): On 
27 June 2017, following the fire in London’s Grenfell Tower, and in recognition of concerns 
arising for fire safety in Ireland, I tasked my Department’s National Directorate for Fire and 
Emergency Management with convening and coordinating a high-level Task Force to lead a re-
appraisal of fire safety in Ireland. 

In addition to this, and in the immediate aftermath of the Grenfell Tower fire, I instructed 
local authorities to undertake a review of fire safety in multi-storey, multi-unit social housing.  I 
asked the Task Force to oversee and report on this initial action, as well as, among other things, 
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reviewing existing arrangements and systems for fire safety and related issues which impact on 
fire safety in Ireland.

The work of the Task Force has now been completed and it has provided me with a full re-
port, titled “Fire Safety in Ireland: Report of the Fire Safety Task Force  ”, which describes its 
work, its conclusions on the state of fire safety in Ireland and its recommendations for moving 
forward.  

With regard to the review of multi-storey, multi-unit social housing, local authorities were 
directed to examine fire detection and alarm systems, emergency lighting systems, common es-
cape routes, including corridors, stairways and emergency exits, and to ensure that such systems 
were both in place and fully functional.  The assessment by local authorities of the fire safety 
measures in their existing multi-storey, multi-unit social housing is considered to be a compre-
hensive exercise and provides considerable reassurance of the standard of fire safety within this 
profile of social housing stock.  This local authority survey examined fire safety arrangements 
in 1,227 buildings with more than 16,000 residential units.  Almost 95% of buildings covered 
by this review were found to have appropriate facilities, and the assessment process resulted 
in improvement works where necessary, underlining that local authorities are engaged fully on 
their fire safety responsibilities towards those who rely on social housing.

By identifying a small number of buildings where upgrade works were required to early 
warning systems and through engaging with Approved Housing Bodies and owners of private 
buildings leased in full by the local authority, the review process undertaken is seen to have had 
a positive effect and to have made contributions to both enhancing fire safety in multi-storey, 
multi-unit social housing and also raising fire safety awareness among owners/ landlords with 
statutory fire safety responsibilities.

However, the devastating fire at Grenfell Tower highlights the critical importance of fire 
safety in residential accommodation and the need for sustained vigilance in this regard.  As 
such, it is considered appropriate by the Task Force that fire safety in these buildings would be 
subject to regular and consistent review and it has recommended that a review exercise of the 
type undertaken in 2017 should be undertaken and reported every five years.

I have accepted the Task Force’s recommendations and its report was brought to Govern-
ment on 6 June 2018.  I have now mandated the Management Board of the National Director-
ate for Fire and Emergency Management to oversee and report on the implementation of the 
relevant recommendations.

Copies of both the Report and the Summary of Conclusions and Recommendations are 
available on my Department’s website at the following links:

Fire Safety Task Force Report

Summary of Conclusions and Recommendations

14/06/2018WRM03000Local Authority Housing Provision

14/06/2018WRM03100261. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the new guidelines his Department is issuing in regard to local housing assessments 
needs in each local authority as outlined under the national planning framework; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26107/18]

14/06/2018WRM03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
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The National Planning Framework (NPF), published by Government in February 2018 under 
Project Ireland 2040, provides for a Housing Need Demand Assessment (HNDA) to be de-
veloped by each local authority, in a co-ordinated fashion, to support the preparation of wider 
statutory housing and core strategies as part of the relevant local authority development plans. 

To embed the HNDA approach in future planning and housing policy approaches, my De-
partment intends to update existing statutory guidelines on development plans and local au-
thority housing strategies later this year with the inclusion of a HNDA methodology, so that a 
strategic view is taken of a given local authority’s housing requirements across all tenures and 
housing types.

The assessment will be undertaken by local authorities and co-ordinated by the Regional 
Assemblies, ensuring an effective response to the particular circumstances of metropolitan ar-
eas where city regions straddle two or more local authority areas. 

Building on their past experience in developing housing strategies and core strategies, local 
authorities will develop the new HNDA approach, drawing upon information on demographic, 
affordability and wider economic trends, coupled to the profile of the existing housing stock 
and its management.

14/06/2018WRM03300Rental Sector

14/06/2018WRM03400262. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding a company; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26118/18]

14/06/2018WRM03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under Action 18 of the Strategy for the Rental Sector, my Department established a Working 
Group, involving representatives of all major public stakeholders with a policy interest in short-
term lettings, to develop guidance in relation to planning applications, changes of use relating 
to short-term lettings and to examine the need for new regulatory arrangements.   

The proposals considered by the Working Group, which has met on six occasions to date, 
have been aimed at facilitating short-term letting of accommodation within permanent resi-
dences, known as home-sharing, while protecting the existing stock of residential property 
in areas of high demand, safeguarding neighbourhood amenity and consumer protection, and 
generating revenue to address any negative externalities of short-term letting.

The Working Group completed guidance for local authorities on planning applications relat-
ing to short-term lettings and my Department issued a circular on the matter last October.  The 
circular is available on my Department’s website at the following link. 

The Group has since been focused on developing proposals for an appropriate comprehen-
sive regulatory approach for short-term tourism-related lettings as well as identifying amend-
ments to relevant legislation as may be necessary to give effect to such a regulatory regime. 

The report of the Working Group has now been submitted to my Department and I will com-
plete my consideration of it, including the need for focused consultation, shortly.

14/06/2018WRM03600Local Authority Expenditure

14/06/2018WRM03700263. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-



14 June 2018

141

ment the amount Longford and Westmeath county councils spent on housing in terms of current 
expenditure in relation to the rental accommodation scheme, leasing, the housing assistance 
payment, HAP, and emergency accommodation; and the amount spent in terms of capital ex-
penditure purchasers, voids brought back to use and construction of new dwellings by amount 
and number of houses in the past seven years, in tabular form. [26126/18]

14/06/2018WRM03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
the Deputy will be aware, my Department provides funding to local authorities for the delivery 
of a range of housing programmes and supports. The details requested in respect of Longford 
County Council and Westmeath County Council are set out in the following table.

Longford County Council

 - 2011- €m 2012 - €m 2013 - €m 2014 - €m 2015 - €m 2016 - €m 2017 - €m
Rental   
Accom-
modation 
Scheme

1.76 1.44 1.16 0.89 0.84 0 0

Social 
Housing   
Current   
Expendi-
ture Pro-
gramme

0.07 0.12 0.08 0.07 0.15 0.36 0.52

Housing 
Assis-
tance   
Payment

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0.009

LA 
Housing   
Capital 
Pro-
gramme

1.06 1.64 0.62 0.97 0.56 1.58 4.45

Voids 0.08 0 0 0.31 0.43 0.51 0

Westmeath County Council

 - 2011 -  
€m

2012 - 
€m

2013 - 
€m

2014  €m 2015 - 
€m

2016 - 
€m

2017 - 
€m

Rental   
Accom-
modation 
Scheme

2.06 1.79 1.91 2 2.38 1.51 3.9

Social 
Housing   
Current   
Expendi-
ture Pro-
gramme

0.45 0.78 1.06 1.32 1.13 2 1.71

Housing   
Assis-
tance 
Payment

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0.005 0.02
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 - 2011 -  
€m

2012 - 
€m

2013 - 
€m

2014  €m 2015 - 
€m

2016 - 
€m

2017 - 
€m

LA 
Housing   
Capital 
Pro-
gramme

2.3 2.96 0.55 2.18 1.11 4.31 5.23

Voids 0.12 0 0 0.37 0.65 0.44 0.33

Detailed data in relation to social housing delivery across all schemes by each local author-
ity, for the years 2011 to 2017, is available on my Department’s website at the following link.

The Quarter 4 2017 Construction Status Report, available on the Rebuilding Ireland web-
site at the link below, provides project-level detail on the existing pipeline in place in all local 
authorities. The report is based on activity up to end 2017 and, over the course of 2018, further 
projects will have been moving through from approval to on-site, with additional projects also 
being added to the pipeline. These will be reflected in the next quarterly report, as contained in 
the following link. 

Exchequer funding under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988 is also provided to housing 
authorities on a regional basis towards the operational costs of homeless accommodation and 
related services.  Under the funding arrangements, housing authorities must provide at least 
10% of the cost of services from their own resources. Housing authorities may also incur ad-
ditional expenditure on homeless related services outside of the funding arrangements with my 
Department.  Therefore, the exact amounts spent by housing authorities on homeless services, 
as well as the types of accommodation, are a matter for those authorities.  Westmeath and 
Longford Counties are included in the Midlands region, along with Laois and Offaly, for the 
purposes of homelessness administration, with Westmeath County Council as the lead author-
ity for the region. A breakdown of the funding recouped to the Midlands Region since 2013 is 
available and set out in the following table.

Funding under Section 10 of the Housing Act, 1988 to the Midlands Region  

Year Amount
2013 €   649,707
2014 €   649,707
2015 €   805,995
2016 €1,109,748
2017 €1,467,615

14/06/2018WRM03900Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

14/06/2018WRM04000264. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when a person (details supplied) in County Clare will have their site inspected; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [25948/18]

14/06/2018WRM04100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question. With re-
spect to 36 raised bog natural heritage area sites, the qualifying criteria for the scheme are that:
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- The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date;

- The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period up to 14 January 2014;

- The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.   

The applicant was paid for Year 1 of the scheme (2014) in September 2014.  I am advised 
that a report on an inspection of the plot of bog relevant to the application has recently been 
received and the application has now been processed. Consequently, the application has now 
been approved for payment for Year 2 (2015), Year 3 (2016), Year 4 (2017) and Year 5 (2018) 
of the scheme. Payment will issue to the applicant’s bank account shortly.

14/06/2018WRM04200Freedom of Information Data

14/06/2018WRM04300265. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of freedom of information, FOI, requests her Department has received since Janu-
ary 2018; the number that were appealed, refused and granted, respectively; the costs that were 
applied; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25959/18]

14/06/2018WRM04400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The in-
formation requested by the Deputy in respect of Freedom of Information requests received by 
the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to date in 2018 is set out in the following 
table.

Of the 125 requests received to date, there has been one request appealed to internal review 
and to the Office of the Information Commissioner. 

With regard to costs applied, a total of €295 has been collected in respect of search and 
retrieval fees with a further charge of €30 applied in respect of the above mentioned internal 
review.

Number 
of FOI 
requests

Granted Part 
Granted

Refused With-
drawn

Re-
sponded 
to outside 
FOI by 
agree-
ment 
with Re-
quester

Trans-
ferred to 
another 
Depart-
ment

Live

125 22 29 39 8 5 2 20

14/06/2018WRM04500EU Directives

14/06/2018WRM04600266. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht further 
to Parliamentary Question Nos. 623 to 625, inclusive, of 20 February 2018, the extent to which 
the interim report referred to had a bearing on the 2018-2019 derogation declaration signed by 
her on 2 May 2018 (details supplied). [26052/18]
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14/06/2018WRM04700267. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht further 
to Parliamentary Question Nos. 623 to 625, inclusive, of 20 February 2018, if she will provide 
a copy of the interim report from the State-wide review. [26053/18]

14/06/2018WRM04800268. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
will provide a copy of the submission and briefing notes submitted to her with regard to the 
State-wide derogations declaration for 2018 and 2019 signed by her on 2 May 2017 and posted 
on the National Parks and Wildlife Service’s website (details supplied) and based on which she 
signed the 2018 and 2019 derogation. [26054/18]

14/06/2018WRM04900269. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
plans to act immediately on findings and recommendations in the final report from the State-
wide review process; and if not, if she plans to wait until 1 May 2019 to publicly implement 
such recommendations as may arise in view of the annualised basis of the current derogation 
declaration whereby it is renewed circa 1 May each year. [26055/18]

14/06/2018WRM05000270. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the 
final report from the State-wide review makes pertinent recommendations in regard to urban 
gull issues, derogation licensing, common EU policy and operational practices on public health 
grounds; and if her Department will engage with local authorities for their 2019 planning and 
budgeting cycle, that is, by October 2018 at the latest. [26056/18]

14/06/2018WRM05100271. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the date 
on which the final report in regard to the State-wide review of the wild birds derogation process 
commissioned by her Department under external contract in January 2018 will be published. 
[26179/18]

14/06/2018WRM05200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 266 to 271, inclusive, together.

My Department is currently undertaking a review of the derogation process under Article 9 
of the EU Birds Directive which will take account of all relevant factors, including perceived 
threats, distribution and population data available in respect of all the bird species in the dero-
gations. ANIAR Ecology were appointed by my Department to undertake the review following 
a public tendering process.  My Department is expecting a final report from the consultants 
shortly and following consideration of the draft report by my Department the final report will 
be published.   

An interim report was received from the consultants in April this year which included rec-
ommendations in respect of the derogation process including in relation to the 2018/19 declara-
tions.

I am arranging for a copy of the documents referred to by the Deputy in relation to the 
renewal of the declarations for the period commencing 1 May 2018 to be sent to her together 
with a copy of the consultants’ interim report which will also be published on the website of 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department.  Following consideration of the 
consultants’ final report, my Department will engage with relevant stakeholders as necessary.


