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      Questions Nos. 1 to 15, inclusive, answered orally.

 Questions Nos. 16 to 23, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 24 to 34, inclusive, answered orally.

15/05/2018WRA00600Passport Applications Administration

15/05/2018WRA0070035. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
actions he has taken to address delays with regard to the issuing of passports. [21118/18]

15/05/2018WRA00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
turnaround timeframe for a passport application will depend, in the first instance, on the chan-
nel through which the application was submitted.  The Passport Service provides a range of 
channels to Irish citizens wishing to apply for a passport.  These include a postal application 
system, online passport application service, in person counter application facilities in Dublin 
and Cork and the network of Irish Missions worldwide.

The target turnaround time for applications made via the online passport application service 
is 10 working days plus postage.  The majority of online applications are currently being pro-
cessed within 5 working days, well ahead of target.  The online service currently accommodates 
adult renewals and passport card applications and it is planned to further extend this service to 
other categories of renewals by the end of 2018.

The highest proportion of applications are submitted through the An Post Passport Express 
postal channel.  The average turnaround time for renewal applications submitted through Pass-
port Express is currently on target at 15 working days. 

Other types of application, which are generally submitted through Passport Express, such as 
first time applications or applications to replace lost, stolen or damaged passports take longer.  
Such applications must undergo additional processes including security checks.

Measures taken by the Passport Service to minimise the impact of peak time application 
volumes on turnaround times for all categories of applications include the recruitment of ad-
ditional staff and the use of targeted overtime for all Passport Offices. 

The Passport Service received sanction this year for 220 Temporary Clerical Officers 
(TCOs) for appointment to the Passport Offices in Dublin and Cork.  All TCOs in this intake 
have been fully trained and placed since March.  These TCOs are working together with perma-
nent staff to process passport applications and to deal with the high number of enquiries being 
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made through the Passport Service’s various customer service channels. 

The number of Full Time Equivalent staff permanently employed by my Department and 
assigned to the Passport Service stood at 322 at the beginning of the year.  This compares to 
310 Full Time Equivalent staff assigned to the Passport Service at the same point last year.  In 
addition, over 20 additional permanent staff have been assigned to the Passport Service in 2018.  
Targeted overtime was also sanctioned for both temporary and permanent staff in the Dublin 
and Cork offices to help deal with high application volumes. 

My Department has an extensive communication strategy to promote good practice amongst 
passport holders when planning to travel abroad. We regularly advise applicants of 3 golden 
rules:

- to check the validity of the passports in advance of booking travel;

-  to apply at least 6 weeks in advance of their travel plans; and
  -  for eligible adults renewing their passport to consider the Online Passport Renewal Service passport application online facility, which is a fast, secure way for adults renewing their passport.

15/05/2018WRA00900Middle East Issues

15/05/2018WRA0100036. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will condemn the unilateral decision by the USA to declare Jerusalem as the capital of Israel 
and its further humiliation of the people of Palestine by moving its embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem on the 70th anniversary of the Nakba; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21121/18]

15/05/2018WRA01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have 
addressed the tragic events in Gaza in an earlier reply.

In my statement of 6 December I set out the Government’s view of the US decision to move 
its Embassy to Jerusalem. This was that the announcement was premature and ill-advised, and 
would be unhelpful to efforts to reach a resolution of the Middle East Peace Process, something 
which is very urgently needed.  I conveyed to the US Government ahead of its announcement 
my concern about reports of US intentions, and I know that very many leaders around the world 
did the same.  The announcement, when it was made, was thus very disappointing and difficult 
to understand.

My view that this move is a significant mistake and predictably divisive remains unchanged, 
following the formal transfer of the US Embassy to Jerusalem yesterday.  This involved essen-
tially the move of the Ambassador’s official location to the existing US Consulate building in 
Jerusalem.  The actual transfer of the bulk of Embassy functions will await the construction of 
a new Embassy premises, which may be a lengthy process. 

Thus far only three Central and South American countries have announced that they will 
follow the US move. 

Ireland looks forward in due course to establishing Embassies in Jerusalem to both Israel 
and the future Palestinian state, following the conclusion of a peace agreement and in accor-
dance with international law. Until then, our Embassy to Israel will remain in Tel Aviv.

  Question No. 37 answered with Question No. 29.

15/05/2018WRA01300Syrian Conflict
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15/05/2018WRA0140038. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
will condemn the unlawful bombing of Syria by the Israeli authorities and Israel’s stated inten-
tion to escalate its aggression against Iran within Syrian borders; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21127/18]

15/05/2018WRA01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have 
addressed the tragic events in Gaza in an earlier reply.

In my statement of 6 December I set out the Government’s view of the US decision to move 
its Embassy to Jerusalem.  This was that the announcement was premature and ill-advised, and 
would be unhelpful to efforts to reach a resolution of the Middle East Peace Process, something 
which is very urgently needed.  I conveyed to the US Government ahead of its announcement 
my concern about reports of US intentions, and I know that very many leaders around the world 
did the same.  The announcement, when it was made, was thus very disappointing and difficult 
to understand.

My view that this move is a significant mistake and predictably divisive remains unchanged, 
following the formal transfer of the US Embassy to Jerusalem yesterday.  This involved essen-
tially the move of the Ambassador’s official location to the existing US Consulate building in 
Jerusalem.  The actual transfer of the bulk of Embassy functions will await the construction of 
a new Embassy premises, which may be a lengthy process. 

Thus far only three Central and South American countries have announced that they will 
follow the US move. 

Ireland looks forward in due course to establishing Embassies in Jerusalem to both Israel 
and the future Palestinian state, following the conclusion of a peace agreement and in accor-
dance with international law. Until then, our Embassy to Israel will remain in Tel Aviv.

15/05/2018WRA01600Undocumented Irish in the USA

15/05/2018WRA0170039. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
recent efforts made to address the issue of the undocumented in the United States of America; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21124/18]

15/05/2018WRA01800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government has consistently pursued two key objectives with regard to supporting Irish com-
munities in the United States: increased pathways for legal migration by Irish citizens to the US 
and relief for the plight of undocumented Irish citizens living in the US.

In that regard, the Taoiseach discussed the issue with President Trump in the Oval Office on 
March 15 last and also in his meetings on Capitol Hill during this year’s St. Patrick’s Day visit.

In addition to the exchanges over the St. Patrick’s Day period, I had previously raised the is-
sue with then-Secretary of State Tillerson when I visited Washington DC in February, and with 
senior Congressional figures.  The Government’s Special Envoy to the United States Congress 
on the Undocumented, Deputy John Deasy, has also been very active on the issue.  

In addition, our Embassy in Washington DC is engaged with the Administration and with 
contacts on Capitol Hill on an ongoing basis.  The Embassy, as well as our six Consulates across 
the United States, work very closely with Irish immigration centers who support the needs of 
Irish citizens in the United States.  In this regard, our Ambassador in Washington will hold a 
further regular meeting with representatives of the Coalition of Irish Immigration Centers at the 
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Embassy in Washington, DC, next week.  

Through these many high-level contacts and discussions, the Government has been explor-
ing a number of different options, including the possibility of a reciprocal agreement covering 
the undocumented Irish in the US, on the one hand, and US citizens looking to move to Ireland, 
on the other. 

However, this remains a very challenging issue and I do not want to raise expectations un-
duly.  Immigration reform has been a sensitive and indeed divisive issue within the US political 
system for decades, with pronounced disagreement, even within the same political parties, on 
the best way to deal with an issue which directly affects over 11 million people. 

In that context, finding a solution for the thousands of undocumented Irish in the US re-
mains a difficult task.

That said, I can assure the House that the Government, its Special Envoy and our Embassy 
in Washington DC are continuing to give top priority to this issue, mindful of its importance to 
the thousands of undocumented and to their families in Ireland, and that we will spare no effort 
in seeking a solution.

15/05/2018WRA01900Israeli Settlements

15/05/2018WRA0200040. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the steps being taken at EU level to address the illegal occupation and settlement con-
struction on Palestinian land in violation of international law; and his views on whether it 
should have a larger role in conflict resolution and mediation in the region in view of the finan-
cial backing the EU has provided to the Palestinian Authority. [21109/18]

15/05/2018WRA02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
has always consistently worked to maintain an EU and international focus on the justice and 
human rights issues affecting Palestinians on the ground.  This relates notably, but not solely, 
to the Israeli settlement enterprise and the web of policies which support it.  These include land 
seizures, movement restrictions, evictions, deportations and the increasing use of force to sup-
press protests.  These are not just evident injustices, but also act inexorably to make a political 
agreement more difficult, and to close – literally – the political and physical space where it 
might be built.

Among EU actions taken in this regard are measures on labelling of settlement products, 
exclusion of settlements from access to EU research grants, and non-acceptance of Israeli cer-
tification for some settlement products.  We continue to look at other possible actions, but it is 
difficult to reach consensus in the EU on such measures at present.

Accordingly, we have also explored actions with like-minded partners. Last June I signed 
papers for Ireland to join the West Bank Protection Consortium, a group of countries which act 
together on land issues.  In November members of the Consortium for the first time presented 
Israel with a demand for compensation for humanitarian relief seized or destroyed in the West 
Bank.

The EU and its Member States are major financial supporters of the Palestinian Authority, 
whose education system Ireland directly supports. We also support the Palestinian people more 
broadly, through humanitarian support to UNRWA and other agencies.  I believe Palestinians 
recognise this support, and are generally ready to consult and discuss with the EU on many 
issues, although of course policies and decisions remain their own.  I believe that the EU has 
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an important role to play on the Middle East Peace Process, and I have worked at the Foreign 
Affairs Council to promote discussion of what we can contribute.  The urgency of this work is 
further underlined by the appalling loss of life in Gaza yesterday and over recent weeks.

15/05/2018WRB00200Passport Applications Administration

15/05/2018WRB0030041. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the resources being allocated to the passport office in Cork to allow for faster processing 
of passport applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21112/18]

15/05/2018WRB00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service, located in my Department, is one unified service composed of 3 constituent 
offices located in Mount Street, Dublin; Balbriggan, County Dublin and South Mall, Cork.  
My Department continues to closely monitor the level of passport demand to ensure that all 
resources are effectively deployed within the Passport Service.

Additional measures taken by the Passport Service to address seasonal demand and antici-
pated application increases include the recruitment of additional staff and the use of targeted 
overtime in all offices.

The Passport Service received sanction this year for 220 Temporary Clerical Officers to be 
appointed to the Passport Offices in Dublin and Cork in accordance with application volumes 
allocated to each office.  Of these Temporary Clerical Officers, 40 were assigned to the Passport 
Office in Cork.  In addition to this, 10 Clerical Officers and 1 Executive Officer have joined the 
Cork Passport Office’s permanent staff since the beginning of the year. 

15/05/2018WRB00500Passport Services

15/05/2018WRB0060042. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
when he expects passport renewals for children to be processed online; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20792/18]

15/05/2018WRB00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As 
part of an ongoing Passport Reform Programme, an online passport application service was 
launched on 30 March 2017.  To date over 160,000 adults have renewed their passport using 
the online facility, with an average processing time of less than 10 working days.  At present, 
the online passport application service accommodates adult passport renewal applications and 
passport card applications.  My Department plans to roll out a similar service for the renewal 
of children’s passports by the end of 2018.  In addition, the options available to online adult 
renewal applicants will be expanded, allowing for business passport applications, change of 
name, and permitting observations to be recorded on passport books.

The online passport application service has made a major contribution to the effective man-
agement of high application volumes. As more applications are processed online, staff have 
been freed up and reallocated to other essential work in the Passport Service such as fraud and 
integrity.

15/05/2018WRB00800Middle East Peace Process

15/05/2018WRB0090043. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
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he will report on the efforts to restart the Middle East peace process; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21123/18]

15/05/2018WRB01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Middle East Peace Process, as an active political search for an agreement, has been effectively 
stalled for some time. It is many years since negotiations have taken place, and international 
pressure has not been strong enough to press the Israeli and Palestinian leaderships back to the 
negotiating table.

It is in that context that the interest of the Trump Administration in brokering an agreement 
between the two sides has been closely watched.  The US team has been actively engaged for 
almost a year in meeting both sides and formulating ideas for a framework for a settlement.  
This is believed to be at an advanced stage, but the time to launch the effort remains to be de-
termined.  It may be in the next few months, but it could take longer, if the US team determines 
that more groundwork could help to develop, or to prepare the context for, their proposals.  I 
have expressed regret at the US opening of an Embassy in Jerusalem yesterday, which, in my 
view, makes efforts to rally all sides around a new peace initiative significantly more difficult.

The Middle East Peace Process has been a priority for me since taking office, and the recent 
tragic events in Gaza have only confirmed its importance for me.  I have visited the region twice 
in the last year, and hope to be there again shortly. I have also been very conscious, and seen for 
myself, the negative trends which are acting daily to make an agreement more difficult. 

I have also argued strongly at EU level that the EU needs to engage with the US, to encour-
age their work and offer what help we can, but also to impress on them that their plan must 
address the aspirations and needs of both sides, and the key parameters for a settlement which 
the EU has consistently advocated.  I have done this myself in continued direct contacts with 
the US team. 

I have further argued that the EU must also, in parallel, strengthen its own work on the 
ground to defend the political space for a two state solution, especially by combatting the ongo-
ing settlement programme which is gravely threatening it.

Finally, since my first visit last June I have been exploring and working on practical projects 
which might help to change the dynamic in Gaza, and to improve conditions for people there.  
This work is made more urgent still by the appalling loss of life in Gaza yesterday and over 
recent weeks.

These will be key elements of my continuing engagement on the Middle East Peace Process.

15/05/2018WRB01100Ministerial Meetings

15/05/2018WRB0120044. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will report on the contact he has had with the government of the United Kingdom regard-
ing the Taoiseach’s plans to institute annual joint meetings of the Irish and British cabinets. 
[18732/18]

15/05/2018WRB01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
maintains a strong and constructive bilateral relationship with the UK, and we remain fully 
committed to developing and enhancing this relationship over the coming years.

There are already in existence a number of channels for ongoing dialogue and co-operation 
between the Irish and British Governments, which will continue after the UK leaves the Eu-
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ropean Union.  In this regard, the Good Friday Agreement provides for important institutional 
cooperation on an east-west basis through the British-Irish Inter-Governmental Conference 
(BIIGC) and the British Irish Council (BIC).  In addition, the British Irish Parliamentary As-
sembly (BIPA) brings together elected representatives from the Oireachtas, Westminster, the 
Northern Ireland Assembly, and the Scottish and Welsh devolved assemblies.  These structures 
have shown their value and will continue to evolve in response to the changing circumstances.

While post-Brexit we will no longer have the EU structures to bring us together, there is 
an onus on both countries to continue to develop and strengthen this bilateral relationship, an 
objective which may necessitate some form of structured engagement between the two Govern-
ments.  We are therefore exploring other avenues to maintain the “habit of cooperation” that 
currently exists where Ministers regularly meet their counterparts and work together in Brus-
sels.

 While some discussions have taken place informally, we have not yet presented formal 
proposals in relation to what form this structured engagement should take.  

It is worth noting that, since 2012, a number of bilateral meetings between the Taoiseach 
and the UK Prime Minister have taken place.  In addition, a Joint Work Programme managed at 
official level by the heads of all government departments in both London and Dublin has been 
developed.  This process has the potential to be expanded and built upon in order to encompass 
a more comprehensive approach to bilateral engagement. 

15/05/2018WRB01400Middle East Issues

15/05/2018WRB0150045. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
actions he plans to take in response to the ongoing killings by the Israeli defence forces of un-
armed protesters in the Gaza Strip; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21104/18]

15/05/2018WRB01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have 
been greatly concerned by the events in Gaza yesterday and over recent weeks, and especially 
by the appalling number of serious injuries to and deaths of people engaged in demonstrations.  
The escalation of these events in the last two days has been profoundly shocking.

I summoned the Ambassador of Israel in Ireland to Iveagh House this morning to express 
my shock and dismay at what unfolded yesterday and at the numbers killed or injured, which 
includes many women and children.  I also made a direct request for an independent, interna-
tional investigation of these events, led by the UN.

Every country is entitled to defend its border, but the use of force, and particularly deadly 
force, must only be used as a last resort and should be proportionate to a real and immediate 
threat.  Israel is obviously vigilant when there are mass demonstrations close to its border with 
Gaza. However, Palestinians also have a legitimate right to protest peacefully, as most did.  The 
number and nature of casualties in recent weeks, arising from the use of live ammunition by 
Israeli forces, has been indefensible.  I was particularly shocked that children, and those clearly 
identified as medical workers and journalists, were among the huge numbers of people injured 
and killed. 

In public statements on 31 March, 9 April and again yesterday, I have called on all sides to 
show restraint, but particularly on Israeli forces in their use of force.  And I supported the calls 
by the EU and by the UN Secretary General for an independent and transparent investigation 
into these events.  I also addressed the situation at slightly more length in a Topical Issues de-
bate on 9 May.
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I have also made clear in all my contacts in the region, even prior to these events, that the 
situation in Gaza is untenable.  If the cycle of violence and depression in the Strip is not ended, 
events of this nature will inevitably recur.  The long-standing blockade cannot be accepted as 
normal.  It is for this reason that, in my visits to Gaza and in my many contacts at EU and inter-
national level, I have been particularly active in trying to encourage and promote international 
interest and alternative approaches.  I will continue to make this a priority in my work.

15/05/2018WRB01700Humanitarian Aid Provision

15/05/2018WRB0180046. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the nearly 1 million Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh (de-
tails supplied); and the steps he is taking to assist these refugees in advance of the monsoons. 
[21086/18]

15/05/2018WRB01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Since 
the latest escalation of violence in Rakhine State, Myanmar, in August 2017, approximately 
700,000 members of the Rohingya community have fled across the border to Bangladesh.  The 
people and government of Bangladesh have demonstrated extraordinary generosity in receiving 
such a large influx of refugees.  Cox’s Bazar now hosts the largest refugee camp in the world 
and 1.3 million refugees and host-community members urgently require assistance.

The conditions faced by the displaced members of the Rohingya community in Bangladesh 
are extremely difficult and likely to deteriorate, as the Deputy has pointed out.  To this end, 
Ireland supports the international humanitarian response to the refugee crisis. Ireland directly 
provided €1 million in 2017 and an additional €1 million has been allocated for 2018.  Our sup-
port has focused on food, shelter, water and sanitation.  Through the Irish Aid Rapid Response 
facility, we have provided 37 tonnes of hygiene, sanitation and shelter kits and deployed experts 
in water and sanitation and humanitarian coordination on the ground.  In addition, as the 6th 
largest donor to the UN-administered Central Emergency Response Fund, Ireland’s estimated 
contribution through UN pooled funding amounted to a further €1 million to deliver life-saving 
support.

This support helps alleviate the immediate problems.  However the solution to the crisis 
must be a political one. In that regard, Ireland has consistently called for the full implementa-
tion of the recommendations of the report of the Kofi Annan-led Advisory Commission on 
Rakhine State as the basis for a long-term, sustainable solution.

Ireland has also called for an independent and impartial investigation into the serious and 
credible allegations of human rights violations by the Myanmar security forces.  These include 
reports of widespread killing of civilians, sexual and gender based violence, arbitrary arrests, 
and the burning of Rohingya villages which have led to the mass exodus of refugees to which 
the Deputy has referred.

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has referred to some of the reported actions 
committed by the Myanmar Security Forces as a “text book example of ethnic cleansing” while 
UN Special Rapporteur Yanghee Lee has expressed concerns that these actions “bear the hall-
marks of genocide”. 

These concerns absolutely reinforce the urgent need for the Government of Myanmar to 
provide access to the UN Fact Finding Mission so that these human rights violations can be 
fully investigated. 
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15/05/2018WRB02000Middle East Issues

15/05/2018WRB0210047. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on the withdrawal of the USA from the Iran nuclear deal; his further views on whether 
the deal has been a success to date; his views on whether Iran has lived up to its obligations and 
that there is no convincing or credible information that Iran has violated the deal; his further 
views on whether the President Trump’s decision is dangerous; his views on the deal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21083/18]

15/05/2018WRB0220054. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on the impact of President Trump’s foreign policies in the Middle East, particu-
larly in relation to the Iran nuclear deal and the Palestinian-Israeli conflict; if he has discussed 
his views with his EU counterparts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21102/18]

15/05/2018WRB0230073. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on whether Ireland and the EU can have a positive role in de-escalating ten-
sions in the Middle East region caused by the discarding of the Iran nuclear deal by the United 
States of America; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21110/18]

15/05/2018WRB0240076. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
actions he will take in relation to the unilateral withdrawal by the United States of America 
from the Iran nuclear deal; and if an invitation to President Trump to visit here will be with-
drawn as a result. [21105/18]

15/05/2018WRB02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 47, 54, 73 and 76 together.

I issued the following public statement on 8 May in response to the decision of the United 
States Government:

“I am greatly disappointed by the US announcement that it is withdrawing from the nuclear 
agreement with Iran (the JCPOA).  Ireland and our EU partners, and a very broad spectrum of 
international opinion have made clear that we believe the JCPOA was a significant diplomatic 
achievement, and that all parties to it should implement it in full.

“We share many of the concerns which the US has expressed about other aspects of Iranian 
policy, but the way to address these is not to move away from the one area where significant 
positive progress has been made.  That remains our view, and I hope that the United States will 
reconsider this decision.

“I hope that all other parties to the agreement, including Iran but also the EU and others, 
will continue to implement the agreement.  The Middle East, and the world, are safer and more 
stable with this agreement in operation.”

Similar statements were issued by the European Union, and by other partners.

I have stated clearly in public that the Iran nuclear agreement was a significant diplomatic 
achievement in the area of non-proliferation, that it was delivering as intended, and that, as veri-
fied by the International Atomic Energy Agency, Iran had implemented its commitments under 
the agreement.  These views were clearly conveyed to the US Government on a number of oc-
casions, including in recent weeks by President Macron and Chancellor Merkel. It is a matter 
of great regret that the US has taken a different approach.  

Speaking for the EU, High Representative Mogherini has emphasised that the agreement 
was a multilateral one, and that all other signatories to it have expressed a hope that it can con-
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tinue to be implemented.  The EU signatories to the agreement, and other parties, have already 
held initial meetings with Iran to discuss this possibility.  Ireland will fully support that objec-
tive, although the difficulties should not be underestimated.

In relation to the Israel-Palestine conflict, it has been a positive factor that the US Adminis-
tration is making a serious effort to develop a plan to restart political negotiations between the 
parties to reach an agreement.  I have engaged with that issue at EU level and directly with the 
US, to support that process.  Other aspects of US policy, notably the decision in December on 
Jerusalem, have been less helpful.

I will cover the matter of a possible visit by President Trump to Ireland in a separate ques-
tion.

  Question No. 48 answered with Question No. 29.

15/05/2018WRB02900Northern Ireland

15/05/2018WRB0300049. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on whether the British Government and the DUP have blocked legacy inquests (details 
supplied); and the steps he is taking to ensure families obtain an inquest into the death of their 
loved ones. [21085/18]

15/05/2018WRB03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Deal-
ing with long-outstanding issues relating to the legacy of the Troubles are of the utmost impor-
tance to the Government.  This includes the holding of coroners’ inquests in a manner consistent 
with Article 2 of the European Convention on Human Rights.

In February 2016, the Lord Chief Justice of Northern Ireland put forward proposals to pro-
cess outstanding legacy inquests relating to the Troubles.  The Government has been strongly 
supportive of the LCJ’s proposals as a way of ensuring that those families who are still waiting 
for legacy inquests are not left to wait any longer.

I have consistently emphasised in discussions with the Secretary of State for Northern Ire-
land and the political parties the need to ensure that legacy inquests are properly resourced and I 
continue to raise this issue with the Secretary of State.  I have urged all with those with respon-
sibilities in relation to legacy inquests to move forward as quickly as possible to implement the 
helpful proposals of the Lord Chief Justice for Northern Ireland.  The Government is continuing 
to seek urgent progress on this matter.

In this jurisdiction, the Government is taking legislative steps to facilitate further coopera-
tion of Irish authorities with coroners’ inquests in Northern Ireland through the Criminal Justice 
(International Cooperation) Bill 2017.  This Bill is being taken forward by the Department of 
Justice and Equality in consultation with my Department.

The Bill will also provide for co-operation of the Irish authorities with the Historical Inves-
tigations Unit, which is to be established as part of the Stormont House legacy framework.  This 
legislation demonstrates the Government’s commitment to addressing the legacy of the past in 
Northern Ireland through the full implementation of the Stormont House Agreement.  In this 
context, I welcome the launch on 11 May of the UK Government’s consultation on addressing 
the legacy of Northern Ireland’s past.

15/05/2018WRB03200Passport Applications Data
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15/05/2018WRB0330050. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the turnaround time for passport applications; the number of persons waiting to have 
passport applications processed through the Passport Office; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21111/18]

15/05/2018WRB03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
turnaround timeframe for a passport application will depend, in the first instance, on the channel 
through which the application was submitted.  The Passport Service provides a range of chan-
nels to Irish citizens wishing to apply for a passport.  These include a postal application system, 
online passport application service, in person counter application facilities in Dublin and Cork 
and the network of Irish Missions worldwide.

The target turnaround time for applications made via the online passport application service 
is 10 working days plus postage.  The majority of online applications are currently being pro-
cessed within 5 working days, well ahead of target.  The online service currently accommodates 
adult renewals and passport card applications and it is planned to further extend this service to 
other categories of renewals by the end of 2018.

The highest proportion of applications are submitted through the An Post Passport Express 
postal channel.  The average turnaround time for renewal applications submitted through Pass-
port Express is currently on target at 15 working days. 

Other types of application, which are generally submitted through Passport Express, such as 
first time applications or applications to replace lost, stolen or damaged passports take longer.  
Such applications must undergo additional processes including security checks.

Measures taken by the Passport Service to minimise the impact of peak time  application 
volumes on turnaround times for all categories of applications include the recruitment of ad-
ditional staff and the use of targeted overtime for all Passport Offices. 

The Passport Service received sanction this year for 220 Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) 
for appointment to the Passport Offices in Dublin and Cork.  All TCOs in this intake have been 
fully trained and placed since March.  These TCOs are working together with permanent staff to 
process passport applications and to deal with the high number of enquiries being made through 
the Passport Service’s various customer service channels. 

The number of Full Time Equivalent staff permanently employed by my Department and 
assigned to the Passport Service stood at 322 at the beginning of the year.  This compares to 
310 Full Time Equivalent staff assigned to the Passport Service at the same point last year.  In 
addition, over 20 additional permanent staff have been assigned to the Passport Service in 2018.  
Targeted overtime was also sanctioned for both temporary and permanent staff in the Dublin 
and Cork offices to help deal with high application volumes. 

My Department has an extensive communication strategy to promote good practice amongst 
passport holders when planning to travel abroad.  We regularly advise applicants of 3 golden 
rules:

- to check the validity of the passports in advance of booking travel;

-  to apply at least 6 weeks in advance of their travel plans; and

      -  for eligible adults renewing their passport to consider the Online Passport Renewal 
Service passport application online facility, which is a fast, secure way for adults renewing 
their passport.
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15/05/2018WRB03500EU Meetings

15/05/2018WRB0360051. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will report on the efforts to obtain a seat at the UN Security Council for the 2021 to 2022 
term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21125/18]

15/05/2018WRB0370079. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the role he and his Department’s officials are playing in the State’s bid to obtain a seat on 
the United Nations Security Council in 2021. [21284/18]

15/05/2018WRB03800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 51 and 79 together. I propose to take questions 51 and 79 together.

I refer the Deputy to the answer delivered today to his priority question, Ref No: 21310-18.

Ireland is seeking election to a non-permanent seat on the United Nations Security Coun-
cil for the 2021-2022 term.   We are one of three candidates for the two available seats in the 
Western Europe and Others Group regional group.  The other two candidates are Canada and 
Norway which, like Ireland, have strong records of engagement at the UN.   

In order to be elected to the Security Council, Ireland will need to obtain the support of two-
thirds of the membership of the United Nations General Assembly – approximately 129 votes 
of the 193 Member States – at the election that will take place in June 2020.  Our candidature 
was first announced in 2005 and the campaign has been building since then under successive 
Governments.                           

I am taking every opportunity to raise our candidature with representatives of Member 
States and to press the value of Ireland playing our role on the Council.  The President met with 
a range of Member State representatives during his visit to the UN last month.  The Taoiseach 
in his address to the Brookings Institute in Washington D.C. in March outlined the importance 
of an effective multilateral system to Ireland and small countries in general.  I, along with all 
my Cabinet colleagues, will continue to make Ireland’s case in the period ahead.  This political 
engagement is being underpinned by my Department’s diplomatic personnel.  

In making Ireland’s case to the electorate, we are highlighting our consistent record at the 
UN throughout more than six decades of membership across a number of areas including peace-
keeping, sustainable development, humanitarian action, disarmament and human rights.

If Ireland were to be elected to a non-permanent seat on the Security Council our fundamen-
tal approach to any agenda item would be to advocate for the core values of our foreign policy 
– peace and security, justice, equality and sustainability.

15/05/2018WRB03900EU Sanctions

15/05/2018WRB0400052. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if the withdrawal of support for the EU sanctions targeting Syria will be considered; if the rel-
evant working groups in Brussels that review the impact of sanctions have published reports 
in 2018 with regard to the negative impact of the sanctions; if so, if he has engaged with these 
reports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21090/18]

15/05/2018WRB04100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I reiter-
ate my unreserved condemnation of the violence perpetrated against civilians that has charac-
terised the Syrian conflict to date.  The brutal repression of dissent by the Assad regime, which 
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has included use of chemical weapons and other barbarous tactics, has cost the lives of over 
400,000 people. It has led to a situation in which more than 13 million people are in need of hu-
manitarian assistance, over 6.6 million people are displaced inside Syria alone, and a further 5.6 
million people have fled to neighbouring countries and the wider region.  The recent increase 
in violence, in particular the vicious siege of Eastern Ghouta, underscores the extent to which 
an end to the violence is urgently needed in order to relieve the suffering of the Syrian people.

Ireland has consistently supported EU sanctions targeting the regime and its supporters, 
and will continue to do so as long as the situation on the ground justifies these measures.  The 
relevant working groups in Brussels keep the impact of sanctions under review and propose 
options to address any unintended negative impacts where they are identified.  For example, in 
2016 the EU amended the Syria sanctions regime to make it easier for NGOs operating in Syria 
to buy fuel.  In 2017, EU Member States including Ireland consulted with NGOs to identify any 
further difficulties they were experiencing in carrying out humanitarian work in Syria that may 
have been linked to the sanctions.  Based on the feedback of the NGOs, the European Com-
mission published a Frequently Asked Questions document to clarify certain provisions of the 
sanctions identified as unclear by NGOs, as well as the humanitarian exemptions and deroga-
tions.  I am not aware of any report specifically having been prepared on the issue raised by the 
Deputy in the early months of this year.

In April, EU Member States reviewed best practice guidelines on humanitarian exemptions, 
with a view to facilitating the work of NGOs responding to humanitarian crises, including the 
crisis in Syria.  It is welcome that there is work going on to implement the findings of previous 
reviews.  I can assure the Deputy that officials from my Department will continue to follow 
these discussions closely. 

Ireland is a strong and consistent donor to the Syria crisis, and our funding supports those 
in need inside Syria as well as Syrian refugees and vulnerable host communities in the region.  
Last month, Ireland pledged €25 million in humanitarian support for 2018 - maintaining the 
same level of assistance as provided last year.  This brings Ireland’s support since 2012 to over 
€109 million – our largest ever response to a single crisis.

Through its annual contributions to EU Institutions, Ireland also supports the EU’s humani-
tarian response in Syria.  The EU and its member states are the single largest donor to the Syria 
crisis, having mobilised over €10.6 billion in humanitarian, stabilisation and resilience assis-
tance since 2012.  We will continue to work with our EU and UN partners to ensure that this 
humanitarian assistance reaches those in need in a timely and effective manner. 

15/05/2018WRB04200Humanitarian Aid Provision

15/05/2018WRB0430053. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
supports being made available with regard to the escalating humanitarian crisis in South Sudan. 
[21119/18]

15/05/2018WRB04400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Government is strongly committed to responding to the escalating humanitarian 
crisis in South Sudan, where over 6.2 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance.  
Conflict, drought, severe food insecurity and the threat of famine, are causing massive popula-
tion displacement and suffering throughout the country.

Ireland’s utmost priority is to ensure that life-saving assistance reaches those most in need. 
Since 2012, we have provided over €54 million in humanitarian assistance to South Sudan.  In 
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the first four months of this year, I have already approved €3.5 million and an additional dis-
bursement to NGO partners is under way.  Additional funding will be considered in the coming 
months. 

Our funding provides supports to those in need inside South Sudan as well as South Su-
danese refugees in the region. We work with UN, Red Cross and NGO partners to ensure that 
our funding reaches the most vulnerable, providing lifesaving humanitarian supplies and basic 
services.   

The Government recognises that humanitarian aid alone is not the answer; a political solu-
tion must be found to the conflict. Ireland, with EU partners supports the efforts of the Inter-
governmental Authority for Development (IGAD) to revitalise the 2015 Peace Agreement.  We 
will ensure to use every opportunity to advocate for a peaceful resolution to the conflict while 
also insisting on respect for international humanitarian law and the safe delivery of assistance 
to those most in need.

Departmental officials, in particular the Embassy in Addis Ababa, which has responsibility 
for South Sudan, will continue to monitor the situation closely and engage with local, regional 
and international parties to encourage progress.  The Irish Ambassador in Addis Ababa visited 
Juba last month.  

  Question No. 54 answered with Question No. 47.

15/05/2018WRB04600Foreign Conflicts

15/05/2018WRB0470055. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the ongoing civil war in Yemen; if the Saudi Arabia-led coalition which conducts 
airstrikes on a daily basis will be condemned; his views on the fact that eight million persons 
are now at risk of starvation; the role Ireland can play on an international stage in striving for 
peace in Yemen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21089/18]

15/05/2018WRB04800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
extremely concerned about the current situation in Yemen.  Three years of war have had devas-
tating consequences for civilians, with allegations of violations of human rights, international 
humanitarian law, and significant loss of life.  Three quarters of the population are estimated to 
require some form of humanitarian assistance.

At the Foreign Affairs Council in December last year, I urged stronger EU action on hu-
manitarian access in Yemen, and I will continue to raise these concerns with all appropriate 
interlocutors whenever opportunities arise.

Ireland has also worked in the UN system to address our grave concerns about human rights 
in Yemen.  At the Human Rights Council in September 2017, Ireland was part of a small core 
group of countries that drove forward the adoption by consensus of a Resolution on Yemen.  
The resolution established a group of international experts to examine the facts in relation to 
violations of human rights and humanitarian law on the ground.  This group will report back to 
the Human Rights Council later this year, as an important step towards accountability in Yemen.

My predecessor, Minister Flanagan, raised concerns about the conduct of the war in Ye-
men and the humanitarian impact with Ministerial counterparts in Saudi Arabia and UAE on a 
number of occasions.  More recently, officials from my Department have passed on to the Saudi 
Embassy in Dublin my strong concerns in relation to humanitarian access.  They also conveyed 
my condemnation of missile attacks on Saudi Arabia, which also have the potential to impact 
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on civilians.  There have also been EU contacts with Saudi Arabia in relation to concerns about 
civilians in Yemen.

The food security situation in Yemen is very severe.  Last month, at a UN Pledging Confer-
ence in Geneva, Ireland pledged to provide €4 million in humanitarian funding in response to 
the crisis in Yemen in 2018, bringing Ireland’s total humanitarian assistance to Yemen to almost 
€16.5 million since 2012.  Ireland also contributes to EU support for Yemen, and since the 
beginning of the conflict in 2015, the EU has contributed a total of €438.2 million to Yemen, 
which includes humanitarian, development, stabilisation and resilience support.

I believe that only way to bring about a long-term sustainable improvement in the situation 
for the Yemeni people is through a negotiated end to this conflict.  Ireland fully supports the 
efforts of the new UN Special Envoy Martin Griffiths and his team, who are working towards 
a peace agreement.  I hope that EU Foreign Ministers will meet with him soon, so that we can 
discuss how we can most effectively support his efforts.

I would like to assure the Deputy that Ireland will continue to take every appropriate op-
portunity to urge stronger international action, and will press for a negotiated settlement to the 
conflict in Yemen, as well as respect for human rights and international humanitarian law, and 
improved humanitarian access.

15/05/2018WRB04900EU Meetings

15/05/2018WRB0500056. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on the supporting the future of Syria and the region meeting which took 
place recently in Brussels; the next steps of the Government in assisting towards bringing the 
crisis to an end; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21057/18]

15/05/2018WRB05100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
crisis in Syria is high on the agenda for me and my Department.  My colleague Ciarán Cannon 
T.D., Minister for State for the Diaspora and International Development, led Ireland’s del-
egation to the Second Brussels Conference for Syria and the region on 24-25 April.  At that 
conference, Ireland reaffirmed its support for the UN-led efforts to bring about a resolution of 
the conflict and called on the international community, particularly those with influence on the 
parties to the conflict, to redouble efforts to ensure a ceasefire and unimpeded humanitarian ac-
cess.  Ireland condemned the repeated breaches of international law which have taken place in 
Syria, and called for full legal accountability for all war crimes and crimes against humanity, 
particularly the use of chemical weapons.

At the Brussels conference, Ireland also pledged €25 million in humanitarian support for 
2018 - maintaining the same level of assistance as provided last year.  This brings Ireland’s 
support since 2012 to over €109 million – our largest ever response to a single crisis.  Given 
the urgency of humanitarian needs inside Syria and across the region, over €16 million of this 
funding has already been disbursed so far this year.

In recognition of the need for more effective, longer-term responses for all those affected 
by the crisis – including displaced Syrians and host communities in the neighbouring region – 
Ireland also made a commitment to provide multi-annual, predictable assistance in response to 
the Syria crisis beyond 2018.  

Through its annual contributions to EU Institutions, Ireland also supports the EU’s hu-
manitarian response in Syria.  The EU and its member states are the single largest donor to the 
Syria crisis, having mobilised over €10.6 billion in humanitarian, stabilisation and resilience 
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assistance since 2012.  At the recent Brussels II Conference for Syria and the Region the EU 
and its Member States contributed €4.8 billion out of the €6.2 billion pledged until 2020, which 
corresponds to some 77% of all funds pledged during the Conference.

Ultimately, the human suffering resulting from the Syrian conflict can only be brought to an 
end by reaching a sustainable political solution.  I discussed the situation in Syria with my EU 
counterparts at the Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) in February, March and April. At the FAC in 
April, we condemned in the strongest terms the use of chemical weapons in Syria, and stressed 
the need to ensure full legal accountability for those responsible for such crimes.  I reaffirmed 
the need to avoid any escalation of the situation in Syria, and the importance of ensuring ac-
countability for the use of chemical weapons.  We reaffirmed the need to reinvigorate the UN-
led Geneva peace talks, to which the he EU provides direct assistance.

15/05/2018WRB05200Humanitarian Aid Provision

15/05/2018WRB0530057. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he along with his EU and UN colleagues continue to press for human-
itarian assistance in the various conflict zones globally; if consideration continues to be given to 
the provision of safe or protective havens for civilian communities fleeing from war, genocide 
and terrorism; the extent to which peacekeeping interventions are being considered in the most 
sensitive war zones; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21088/18]

15/05/2018WRB05400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The demands on the global humanitarian system have increased exponentially in 
recent years, with a 600% increase in humanitarian needs over the last 12 years.  Currently, $24 
billion USD in financial aid is needed to address the scale and complexity of these needs, with 
the clear imperative to ensure maximum positive impact for people affected by the multitude of 
crises, primarily driven by conflict.

Ireland prioritises the provision of needs based, principled humanitarian aid, to high profile 
humanitarian crises such as Syria but also to ‘forgotten crises’ which receive less attention such 
as the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Central African Republic, Sudan and Eritrea.

A central part of maximising Ireland’s response is strong and continued commitment to 
engaging multilaterally, including through the EU and UN. Such engagement allows Ireland to 
participate in deliberations and decisions on effective humanitarian assistance to those in great-
est need around the world. 

An example of this is Ireland’s partnership with the United Nations Office for Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs. OCHA is responsible for coordinating and leading coherent and effec-
tive responses to humanitarian crises.  OCHA manages the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(which releases funding rapidly to sudden onset disasters and to crises which are under-funded) 
and 18 Country Based Pooled Funds.  Ireland is a strong supporter of both mechanisms and a 
member of the OCHA Donor Support Group (ODSG).  During 2018, Ireland will become the 
Chair of the ODSG, working even more closely with OCHA and other donors to enhance the 
delivery of humanitarian aid.

Ireland also plays a strong role internationally on the protection of civilians and interna-
tional humanitarian law.  For example, Ireland attended the Second Brussels conference on 
Syria (organised by the EU and UN) where we strongly emphasised adherence to humanitarian 
principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence, and called on all parties to 
the conflict to fulfil their responsibility to protect civilians and to allow for the safe passage of 
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humanitarian assistance.

Promoting international peace and security in regions of conflict is a core mission of the 
United Nations.  By necessity UN-authorised interventions are most often required in the most 
sensitive war-zones.  Ireland has a strong tradition of contributing to UN and EU peace-support 
missions, including in some of the world’s most complex and intractable conflicts.  Ireland 
currently participates in six UN peacekeeping missions and twelve EU crisis management mis-
sions.  This Government is committed to ongoing participation in such peace-keeping opera-
tions as a tangible contribution to the development of global peace and security.  In particular, 
Ireland is seeking election to a non-permanent seat on the UN Security Council, which presents 
a valuable opportunity to influence decisions regarding the development of peace keeping mis-
sions to ensure the broadest possible protection of the most vulnerable populations. 

In a time of growing humanitarian need, Ireland continues to respond, working closely with 
partners.  Our response is rooted in multilateralism and this coordinated response allows us to 
achieve a much greater impact for humanitarian aid while also seeking to protect the vulnerable.  

  Question No. 58 answered with Question No. 34.

15/05/2018WRB05600Middle East Issues

15/05/2018WRB0570059. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on the historic significance of 15 May 2018 as the 70th anniversary of the Nakba (details 
supplied); if meaningful sanctions against the Israeli Embassy will be considered; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21120/18]

15/05/2018WRB05800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
70th anniversary of the events of 1948, which is also the anniversary of Israel’s independence, 
serves to remind us all that the objective of two sovereign states, Israeli and Palestinian, living 
side by side in peace and prosperity, has yet to be realised.  The Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and 
the hardship it has caused, has gone on for far too long.

This has been underlined by events in Gaza yesterday and over the course of recent weeks. 
I summoned the Ambassador of Israel in Ireland to Iveagh House this morning to express my 
shock and dismay at what unfolded yesterday and at the numbers killed or injured, which in-
cludes many women and children.  I also made a direct request for an independent, international 
investigation of these events, led by the UN.

In my engagement with the parties in the region, and at EU and UN level, I have stressed 
my conviction that the conflict is not insoluble, and the urgency of working to reach solutions 
before the situation deteriorates further. 

The question of sanctions on the Israeli Embassy has been raised with me on many occa-
sions by the Deputy and others. I have made it clear that I do not consider such an approach to 
be appropriate.  I will continue however to speak forthrightly about events in the region with 
all appropriate

15/05/2018WRB05900Passport Applications Data

15/05/2018WRB0600060. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of passport applications processed through the passport office in each of the years 2015 
to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20791/18]
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15/05/2018WRB06100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
number of passports applications processed by the Passport Service in each of the years re-
quested is as follows:

Year              
  Number of passport applications  

Year Amount
2015 679,944
2016 750,833
2017 789,701
Jan 1 to April 30 2018 358,572

The figure given for the period covered in 2018 represents a 9%   increase on the same pe-
riod last year. 

15/05/2018WRC00200All-Island Civic Dialogue

15/05/2018WRC0030061. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on the fourth civic forum that was held in Dundalk on 30 April 2018. 
[18796/18]

15/05/2018WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
fourth plenary session of the All-Island Civic Dialogue took place on Monday 30 April, 2018, 
in Dundalk Institute of Technology.  Over 400 representatives across industry and civic society 
attended the plenary session and were provided with updates on the main developments in the 
Brexit negotiations, with an emphasis on the all-island aspects as well as the Government’s 
preparations for Brexit.

Discussions during the day focused on how both businesses and communities can continue 
preparations for Brexit.  A key focus of this plenary centred on how young people can respond 
to the challenges posed by the UK exit from the European Union, and it was encouraging to 
hear how well the views of young people across the island of Ireland were represented through-
out the day.  I was also particularly delighted to welcome Michel Barnier, Chief Negotiator on 
the EU’s Brexit task force, who addressed delegates in Dundalk.

This meeting of the Civic Dialogue followed three previous successful plenary sessions, the 
first of which took place in November 2016, and the following two in February and September 
of last year.  There have also been a large number of sectoral dialogues in locations across the 
country, which have discussed the impact of Brexit on specific areas including Agrifood, Trans-
port, Energy, Tourism and Hospitality, and Education.  

The All-Island Civic Dialogue forms a core element of our stakeholder engagement on 
Brexit.  It is an ongoing process, and one that I hope the public will continue to engage with as 
the Brexit negotiations continue. 

As with previous Dialogues, a full report of the fourth plenary session will shortly be pub-
lished online.  The government hopes to convene a further plenary session of the All Island 
Civic Dialogue later in the year.  In the meantime, we will continue to engage with all stake-
holders and with civic society to ensure that our approach to Brexit continues to meet the needs 
of the Irish people.
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15/05/2018WRC00500Diplomatic Representation

15/05/2018WRC0060062. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 81 of 2 May 2018, the evidence that was produced to sup-
port the briefings that led to the decision to expel the particular diplomat selected. [21128/18]

15/05/2018WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 
March 27, in light of the European Council conclusions on the nerve agent attack in Salisbury 
and based on an assessment of all relevant political, diplomatic and national security consid-
erations, I took the decision to terminate the accreditation of a diplomatic staff member of the 
Russian Embassy.

It is longstanding policy not to comment on the detail of security briefings provided to the 
government and I do not propose to depart from this practice on this occasion.

15/05/2018WRC00800Foreign Policy

15/05/2018WRC0090063. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on the re-election of Mr. Viktor Orbán in Hungary; his views on the threat to freedom and 
democracy in Hungary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21122/18]

15/05/2018WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
elections in Hungary resulted in a two thirds majority for the ruling party led by Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban.

Engagement with all EU Member States is a key imperative for Ireland in advancing and 
protecting our interests in the EU.  In that context, we raise not only issues of shared interest 
with our partners but also issues of concern.

The Irish Government will continue to work with Prime Minister Orban and his administra-
tion to ensure that the European Union is equipped for the collective challenges we face, not 
least in addressing the issues of greatest concerns to our citizens, including Brexit, the Union’s 
future finances and EMU.

Respect for the fundamental values on which the European Union is founded and which are 
set out in the Treaty, including respect for the rule of law and freedom of expression, are crucial 
underpinnings for all the EU Member States and this is a message we also convey.

There are concerns over the civic space available for NGOs to continue to operate in Hun-
gary.  The overall media environment in Hungary has also deteriorated further in recent weeks 
with the closure of a major independent newspaper. 

The European Commission is, in the first instance, charged with ensuring the application of 
the treaties and is responsible for promoting the general interest of the Union. 

Last December, the Commission announced that it was referring Hungary to the Court of 
Justice of the European Union in relation to inter alia, the laws on higher education (the “Lex 
CEU”) and on NGOs adopted in 2017. In the case of these two issues, Hungary is considered to 
have failed to address EU concerns about these laws or amend the legislation to bring it in line 
with EU standards.  These cases are likely to be heard by the Court later this year.

Notwithstanding this, it is important that Hungary and the European Commission will en-
gage on these issues and that, ultimately, a resolution may be achieved, if possible, without the 
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need for formal Court direction.

15/05/2018WRC01100Brexit Negotiations

15/05/2018WRC0120064. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on the next steps of the Brexit negotiations; if a contingency plan is being 
prepared for the possibility of negotiations not having been completed by March 2019; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21056/18]

15/05/2018WRC0130075. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on the contingency plans prepared by his Department in the event of a hard 
Brexit. [17881/18]

15/05/2018WRC01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 64 and 75 together.

Firstly, in terms of next steps in the Article 50 negotiations, following on from the March 
European Council, the EU and UK agreed to five additional formal rounds of negotiations be-
tween April and the next European Council in June when progress on all issues will be assessed.  
These negotiations are focused on all outstanding issues in the draft Withdrawal Agreement, 
including the Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland, as well as the future relationship.

In terms of the draft Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland, the UK has agreed that a 
backstop solution for the border will form part of the legal text of the Withdrawal Agreement, 
in line with paragraph 49 of the Joint Progress Report agreed last December . The UK has also 
agreed that all the issues identified in the EU draft of the Protocol will be addressed to deliver a 
legally sound solution for the border.  Prime Minister May confirmed this in her letter to Presi-
dent Tusk of 19 March.  The focus is now narrowing the gaps between the two sides so that 
significant progress is made on agreeing the Protocol by the European Council on 28-29 June. 

In relation to contingency planning, co-ordination of the whole-of-Government response to 
Brexit is being taken forward through the cross-Departmental coordination structures chaired 
by my Department.

Contingency planning for a no-deal or worst-case outcome, bringing together the detailed 
work being undertaken by individual Ministers and their Departments on issues within their 
policy remit, is now well advanced. Its focus is on the immediate regulatory and operational 
challenges which would result from such an outcome. It assumes a trading relationship based on 
the default WTO rules, but also examines the possible effects on many other areas of concern.  
This work is therefore providing baseline scenarios for the impact of Brexit across all sectors, 
which can then be adapted as appropriate in light of developments in the EU-UK negotiations, 
including in regard to transition arrangements and the future relationship.  It also takes account 
of the planning being undertaken at EU level by the new Commission Preparedness Unit, which 
is issuing information notes aimed at different business sectors.

The Government is already acting in order to get Ireland Brexit ready. Dedicated measures 
were announced in Budget 2018, including a new €300m Brexit Loan Scheme for Business and 
a €25m Brexit Response Loan Scheme for the agrifood sector as well as additional supports 
for capital investment in the food industry and Bord Bia marketing and promotion activities, 
amounting to over €50m in total.  Additional capital expenditure allocation of €4.3 bn over four 
years will also allow the State and its agencies to properly plan major infrastructure projects 
while ensuring that communities and businesses can plan ahead.  There was also increased 
funding provided to my Department for the opening of six new diplomatic missions as part of 
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Global Footprint 2025, which will contribute to helping our exporters find new markets.  Our 
Government’s enterprise agencies continue to work with companies, helping them to deal with 
Brexit – making them more competitive, diversifying market exposure, and upskilling teams. 

Longer-term economic strategies will also be critically important in addressing the chal-
lenges of Brexit, notably Ireland 2040 –the National Development Plan.  The Enterprise Strat-
egy 2025 Renewed was recently launched and we are in active discussions with the European 
Investment Bank on a potential increase in investment in the country.

Before the summer the Government will finalise a paper, building on that published in May 
2017, on our approach to the negotiations and our latest assessment of the economic and sec-
toral challenges posed by Brexit and our responses to them. 

15/05/2018WRC01500Human Rights

15/05/2018WRC0160065. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if representations will be made at EU level regarding the human rights abuses in Libyan 
detention centres; and his views on the reports from various NGOs regarding the conditions 
there. [21106/18]

15/05/2018WRC01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
deeply troubled by the abuses perpetrated against refugees and migrants in Libya, as reported 
by a number of NGOs and other sources.  My EU colleagues and I have raised these concerns 
on a number of occasions at the Foreign Affairs Council, as did the Taoiseach at the European 
Council in October 2017.  I will continue to raise these concerns when appropriate.  I reiterate 
my call on the Libyan Government, and all parties, including those with de facto control of ter-
ritory, to take steps to eliminate ill-treatment of migrants, and to facilitate access to detention 
centres by UN agencies and other humanitarian organisations. 

The EU has increased its cooperation with UN agencies and the African Union to acceler-
ate voluntary returns by migrants in Libya to their countries of origin, and to establish safe and 
legal pathways for resettlement of those in need of international protection.  As a result of the 
EU-AU-UN cooperation which began in November 2017, the number of migrants in official 
Libyan detention centres fell from an estimated 20,000 people in October 2017 to 4,000 people 
in March 2018.  The International Organisation for Migration (IOM), with the support of the 
EU and its Member States, is continuing to assist migrants inside Libyan detention centres, 
while increasing efforts to reach stranded migrants outside of detention.  The EU is also actively 
supporting alternatives to the detention of migrants in Libya.  The United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR) recently opened a transit and departure facility in Tripoli to 
facilitate the transfer of vulnerable refugees to third countries.

At the European Council in October 2017, the Taoiseach announced a doubling of Ireland’s 
support to the EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa (EUTF), to help address the root causes of 
migration.  In 2017, Ireland provided core funding to the UNHCR of €7.5 million, and to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) of €9.5 million, funding which supports the 
work of these organisations in Libya.  In 2015, Ireland earmarked €1 million in humanitarian 
funding specifically to support ICRC’s work in Libya, work which includes visiting detention 
centres to monitor the treatment of migrants. 

Ultimately, bringing real improvements to the lives of Libyans and migrants will require 
restoration of political stability and an end to lawlessness, through the formation of a fully 
functioning government and a return to order throughout the country.  Ireland supports both UN 
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mediation and regional efforts in pursuit of stabilisation in Libya.

15/05/2018WRC01800Overseas Development Aid Provision

15/05/2018WRC0190066. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
actions he has taken to develop a roadmap to reach the 0.7% ODA-GNI target; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21126/18]

15/05/2018WRC02000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): Ireland’s Overseas Development Assistance is an essential foreign policy tool, en-
abling Ireland to respond to complex human needs and humanitarian crises around the world.  
Along with a group of like-minded countries, including other EU partners, the Government re-
mains committed to making incremental, sustainable progress towards achieving the UN target 
of 0.7% of Gross National Income (GNI).  The Programme for Government states that `we will 
continue to make progress towards achieving the UN target of 0.7% of gross national product 
for ODA, as resources allow’.

Progress towards achieving the UN target needs to be made in a sustainable and manageable 
way, with a critical focus on the delivery of quality interventions designed to achieve sustain-
able results.  Ireland’s development cooperation programme has been recognised as among 
the best in the world from a quality perspective, including by the Brookings Institute and the 
OECD’s Development Assistance Committee.

The Tánaiste has committed to a new White Paper on international development policy dur-
ing 2018.  This White Paper requires careful planning and consultation with other Government 
Departments and stakeholders on how to make progress on the UN target.  This preparatory 
phase is underway, and will set the scene for a public consultation in line with national guide-
lines.

The ambition in the White Paper will be to put in place the policies which will enable Ire-
land to continue to lead and deliver global aspirations for a better world, as reflected in the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals.  A strong voice for Ireland in international development will 
extend our global footprint, underpin our support for a rules based international order, conflict 
prevention and peace building, contribute to the reduction of poverty and hunger, and assist in 
disaster alleviation, with a focus on the impacts of climate change.

The White Paper will also build on the independent work of the review of the Irish Aid pro-
gramme recently completed by the Oireachtas Joint Committee for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
and Defence (JCFATD).

15/05/2018WRC02100Official Engagements

15/05/2018WRC0220067. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if there has been contact between his Department and United States authorities in relation to 
President Trump’s visit to the United Kingdom; and if there are plans in place in the event of a 
visit here. [19858/18]

15/05/2018WRC02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
arrangements around a visit by the President of the United States to the United Kingdom are a 
matter for the US and UK authorities and we would have no involvement in such discussions. 

Given the exceptionally close relations between Ireland and the United States, and the gen-
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erous hospitality extended to successive Taoisigh by US Presidents at the White House during 
St Patrick’s Day celebrations over many years, it would only be appropriate that we would 
reciprocate such hospitality.

In that regard, a standing invitation has been extended to President Trump to visit Ireland, 
as would have been the case with his recent predecessors in office. 

However, we have received no indication that any such visit is being planned.

15/05/2018WRC02400Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

15/05/2018WRC0250068. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the outstanding requests with the British Government regarding inquiries into the 
Dublin-Monaghan bombings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20935/18]

15/05/2018WRC02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the 
week of the 44th anniversary of the Dublin Monaghan bombings, which saw the biggest loss 
of life in a single day during the Troubles, I think it is important to acknowledge those across 
the House who work on a cross-party basis with the Government on this issue, and the tireless 
efforts of Justice for the Forgotten.  The Government will be represented at the wreath-laying 
ceremony on 17 May to mark the anniversary of these tragic events by my colleague the Min-
ister for Justice and Equality Charlie Flanagan T.D.

The Programme for a Partnership Government highlights the priority that the Government 
attaches to the implementation of the All-Party Dáil motions relating to the Dublin Monaghan 
bombings.  I recently met with Justice for the Forgotten to hear their views and update them on 
the Government’s continuing engagement on legacy issues, including with the British Govern-
ment on the Dáil motions.

The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings that was adopted by the 
Dáil on 25 May 2016 has, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, been conveyed to the British 
Government.  These motions call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, 
international judicial figure to all original documents relating to the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings, as well as the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973, the bombing of Kay’s Tavern in 
Dundalk and the murder of Seamus Ludlow.  

The Government is committed to actively pursuing the implementation of these all-Party 
Dáil motions, and has consistently raised the issue with the British Government.  

I am actively engaged with the British Government on an ongoing basis on this issue, as are 
officials from my Department.  I recently raised the issue directly with the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland Karen Bradley on 16 April last and my officials were in touch with the British 
counterparts as recently as last week. 

I have consistently underlined to the British Government that the Dáil motions represent 
the consensus political view in Ireland that an independent, international judicial review of all 
the relevant documents is required to establish the full facts of the Dublin-Monaghan atroci-
ties.  I have also advised that the absence of a response from the British Government is of deep 
concern to the Government and indeed this House, and I have emphasised the urgent need for 
such a response.

The Government will continue to engage with the British Government on the request in 
relation to the Dublin-Monaghan bombings, and pursue all possible avenues that could achieve 
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progress on this issue, consistent with the request made by this House.

15/05/2018WRC02700Northern Ireland

15/05/2018WRC0280069. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on his recent engagements with leaders of political parties in Northern Ireland. 
[17879/18]

15/05/2018WRC0290077. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the outcome of the most recent discussions he had with the Secretary of State for Northern Ire-
land in relation to the need to have the Northern Ireland Assembly and Executive restored; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21054/18]

15/05/2018WRC02950Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 69 and 77 together.

Over the course of many months, the Irish and British Governments, as co-guarantors of 
the Good Friday Agreement, have worked tirelessly to support and facilitate the parties in their 
efforts to form an Executive.

The devolved, power-sharing institutions are at the heart of the Good Friday Agreement and 
are the best means for achieving accountable, representative decision-making for all the people 
of Northern Ireland.

Unfortunately, to date, it has not proved possible to reach an agreement on the formation of 
an Executive, despite intensive engagement.  In light of this, the Government has been working 
with the British Government to consider means by which we can support the political process, 
in accordance with the Agreement, in the period ahead.

The Taoiseach has spoken with Prime Minister May and emphasised the Government’s full 
commitment to the Good Friday Agreement, and our continuing determination to secure the ef-
fective operation of all of its institutions.

I am in very regular contact with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Karen Brad-
ley, as we seek a way beyond the current impasse.  I met most recently with Secretary of State 
Bradley on 3 May and we spoke further by phone last week, on 9 May.

Over the last few weeks, the Secretary of State and I have each been conducting a round of 
contacts with the Northern Ireland political parties, to hear their views on how at this stage the 
two Governments can support the political process, in accordance with the Agreement.

All parties have re-affirmed their commitment to operating the devolved institutions and 
provided views on their key concerns and issues to be addressed in seeking a way forward.

In light of these consultations, the Secretary of State and I will consider how best the two 
Governments, as co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement, can chart a way forward that 
will give the best prospects for getting the devolved institutions operating again without delay.

I will continue to engage intensively, working with Secretary of State Bradley and the lead-
ers of all of the political parties, until that is achieved.

The Good Friday Agreement is the indispensable framework for providing stable, inclusive, 
power-sharing government for all the people of Northern Ireland and for sustaining our inter-
locking relationships – within Northern Ireland, on the island of Ireland and between the UK 
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and Ireland. 

15/05/2018WRC03000Brexit Negotiations

15/05/2018WRC0310070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he continues to emphasise the fundamental importance of the Good 
Friday Agreement in the context of discussions between the EU and UK in relation to Brexit 
with particular reference to the need to retain the status quo in respect of the island of Ireland 
with unimpeded access to traditional markets and recognition of the need to ensure that Ireland 
remains at the centre of Europe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21087/18]

15/05/2018WRC03200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Pro-
tecting the Northern Ireland Peace Process is at the forefront of the Government’s approach to 
the Brexit negotiations.  This includes the protection of the Good Friday Agreement in all of its 
parts and the gains of the peace process, maintaining EU support for the Peace Process, sup-
porting continued North South cooperation and ensuring there is no border infrastructure of any 
kind on the island of Ireland.

In this regard, Ireland’s interest is in trying to achieve as close as possible to the status quo 
on the island.  Ideally, this would be achieved through the wider EU-UK future relationship 
agreement, but in relation to the border, we need to have a backstop in case that proves not to 
be possible and that backstop needs to be clearly defined as part of the Withdrawal Agreement.

Work on drafting the Withdrawal Agreement has been a key focus since December. Pub-
lished on 28 February, the draft Withdrawal Agreement contains a Protocol on Ireland and 
Northern Ireland, which is an integral part of the Agreement. 

The UK has accepted that a legally operative version of the ‘backstop’ for the border will be 
included in the Withdrawal Agreement, in line with paragraph 49 of the Joint Progress Report 
agreed last December, and that all the issues identified in the draft Protocol reflect those that 
must be addressed.  These were important steps forward.

At this point it is clear that while there are areas in the Protocol where shared policy objec-
tives have been identified, there are some fundamental issues that have yet to be resolved.

The current schedule of negotiations now under way between the EU and the UK is being 
taken forward with a view to continuing   efforts to narrow the remaining gaps on the draft 
Protocol.  The overall aim is to maintain full alignment with those rules of the Single Market 
and Customs Union that are necessary to protect North South cooperation and the all-island 
economy as well as to avoid a hard border.

Significant progress is needed between now and the June European Council.  At this stage 
in the negotiations, it is more important than ever that the UK provides more detailed and real-
istic proposals to the EU. We must have certainty in all scenarios on the commitments made on 
Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Coordinators have agreed that negotiations will continue on a regular basis and Ireland will 
continue its close co-operation with Michel Barnier’s team.  This includes our involvement in 
discussions, where appropriate, while respecting the negotiation structures that have been man-
dated by the European Council.

Ireland’s future is at the heart of the European Union.  It is a home which we have helped to 
build and continued membership of the Single Market and Customs Union is a core element of 
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our economic strategy.  This is not an either/or choice between the UK and our membership of 
the EU.  We want the future relationship between the EU and the UK to be as close and positive 
as possible. We will work hard with all parties to achieve that over the coming months.

15/05/2018WRC03300Brexit Negotiations

15/05/2018WRC0340071. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of negotiations particularly those relating to the Border region of counties Cavan and 
Monaghan in view of Brexit and the possible reintroduction of a hard Border. [20913/18]

15/05/2018WRC03500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): We are 
in another crucial stage in the Brexit negotiations.  Work on drafting the Withdrawal Agreement 
has been a key focus since December.  Published on 28 February, it contains a draft Protocol on 
Ireland and Northern Ireland, which is an integral part of the Agreement.

The UK has accepted that a legally operative version of the ‘backstop’ for the border will be 
included in the Withdrawal Agreement, in line with paragraph 49 of the Joint Progress Report 
agreed last December, and that all the issues identified in the draft Protocol reflect those that 
must be addressed.  These were important steps forward.

Following on from the adoption by the European Council at its meeting on 23 March of ad-
ditional guidelines, a schedule of negotiations is underway between the EU and the UK leading 
up to the European Council in June.  These negotiations are focused on all outstanding issues in 
the draft Withdrawal Agreement, including the Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland with 
a view to continuing efforts to narrow the remaining gaps on the draft Protocol, as well as the 
future relationship.

Our preference has always been to resolve the Irish-specific issues through the wider future 
relationship agreement, but in relation to the border, we need to have a backstop in case that 
proves not to be possible and that backstop needs to be clearly defined as part of the Withdrawal 
Agreement. 

Significant progress is needed between now and the June European Council.  At this stage in 
the negotiations, it is more important than ever that the UK provides more detailed and realistic 
proposals to the EU. 

The importance of avoiding a hard border to people living in all the border counties, includ-
ing Cavan and Monaghan, cannot be underestimated and the Government is acutely conscious 
of this.  The North South cooperation we enjoy today brings tangible benefits to the daily lives 
of people in the border region and contributes to economic opportunity and development.  It 
is also a very practical outworking of the peace process which allows for the normalisation of 
relationships between people across the island, to mutual benefit.  It is for these reasons that 
there cannot be a return to border infrastructure of any kind on this island.

Coordinators have agreed that negotiations will continue on a regular basis and Ireland will 
continue its close cooperation with Michel Barnier’s team.  This includes our involvement in 
discussions, where appropriate, while respecting the negotiation structures that have been man-
dated by the European Council.

15/05/2018WRC03600Middle East Issues

15/05/2018WRC0370072. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
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his attention has been drawn to the fact that an Israeli soldier (details supplied) convicted of 
manslaughter for killing an injured Palestinian was freed from prison on 8 May 2018; and his 
views on whether the original 18-month sentence was not appropriate and their early release 
demonstrates that there is immunity for Israeli soldiers that extrajudicially kill Palestinian civil-
ians. [21082/18]

15/05/2018WRC03800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the 
case referred to, I am aware there was considerable pressure from within the Israeli political 
system against this soldier being tried at all, so it was significant that he was tried, convicted and 
sentenced to a term of imprisonment. The apparent disparity between the sentence passed, and 
the sentences regularly imposed on Palestinians for much less serious actions, has been widely 
commented upon.

I do not wish to comment further on this specific case, or the appropriateness of the sen-
tence.  I did not hear the trial and cannot assess the evidence, and nor is that my role. I will say 
that this case, and others, do raise serious questions about the unequal treatment of Israelis and 
Palestinians under the law.  This includes the different laws applicable to Israelis and Palestin-
ians in the occupied Palestinian territory, the differing protections available to defendants, and 
the punishments imposed.

I have stated regularly, including to the Israeli authorities, that Palestinians living under Is-
raeli control should enjoy all the same protections under the law as Israel considers appropriate 
to its own citizens. It is clear that this is not currently the case. In particular, over many years, 
scrutiny of cases where deadly force is used against Palestinians has progressively diminished, 
and this is a matter of the most serious concern. 

  Question No. 73 answered with Question No. 47.

15/05/2018WRC04000Brexit Negotiations

15/05/2018WRC0410074. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the preparation his Department is making in anticipation of either a hard or soft border. 
[20509/18]

15/05/2018WRC04200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Pro-
tecting the Northern Ireland Peace Process is at the forefront of the Government’s approach to 
the Brexit negotiations.  This includes the protection of the Good Friday Agreement in all of its 
parts and the gains of the peace process, maintaining EU support for the Peace Process, sup-
porting continued North South cooperation and ensuring there is no border infrastructure of any 
kind on the island of Ireland.

In the December Joint Report of EU and UK negotiators, the UK committed to ensuring 
there would be no border infrastructure of any kind or associated checks and controls on the is-
land of Ireland.  This commitment must now be given legal effect in the Withdrawal Agreement

Work on drafting the Withdrawal Agreement has been a key focus since December.  Pub-
lished on 28 February, it contains a draft Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland, which is an 
integral part of the Agreement. 

The UK has accepted that a legally operative version of the ‘backstop’ for the border will be 
included in the Withdrawal Agreement, in line with paragraph 49 of the Joint Progress Report 
agreed last December, and that all the issues identified in the draft Protocol reflect those that 
must be addressed.  These were important steps forward.
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The current schedule of negotiations now underway between the EU and the UK is being 
taken forward with a view to continuing efforts to narrow the remaining gaps on the draft Pro-
tocol, among other issues. 

Significant progress is needed between now and the June European Council.  At this stage in 
the negotiations, it is more important than ever that the UK provides more detailed and realistic 
proposals to the EU.

Ireland’s interest is in trying to achieve an outcome as close as possible to the status quo on 
the island.

Ideally, this would be achieved through the wider EU-UK future relationship agreement.  
Such an agreement would also minimise or eliminate any new frictions in East/West trade - this 
would also be strongly in our interests.

But we need to have a backstop in case that proves not to be possible, and that backstop 
needs to be clearly defined as part of the Withdrawal Agreement.

All sides have been clear since the start that the unique and special situation on the island of 
Ireland requires unique solutions.  This was confirmed in the EU-UK Joint Progress report of 
last December and this is our present focus in the negotiations.

The importance of avoiding a hard border cannot be underestimated and the Government 
is acutely conscious of this.  The North South cooperation we enjoy today brings tangible 
benefits to the daily lives of people north and south and contributes to economic opportunity 
and development.  It is also a very practical outworking of the peace process which allows for 
the normalisation of relationships between people across the island, to mutual benefit.  It is for 
these reasons that there cannot be a return to border infrastructure of any kind on this island.

  Question No. 75 answered with Question No. 64.

  Question No. 76 answered with Question No. 47.

  Question No. 77 answered with Question No. 69.

15/05/2018WRC04600Brexit Staff

15/05/2018WRC0470078. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the division of responsibilities between his Department and the Department of the Tao-
iseach in respect of Brexit negotiations. [20957/18]

15/05/2018WRC04800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As 
Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade with special responsibility for Brexit, I 
have responsibility for coordinating the whole-of-Government approach to the EU-UK nego-
tiations and to preparations for Brexit, with a view to securing the best possible outcome for 
Ireland.  I work closely with the Taoiseach, who as a member of the European Council, provides 
strategic direction for our approach to the negotiations.

The European Union Division in my Department is headed by a Second Secretary General 
with a particular focus on Brexit issues, who works closely with the Director General of the 
European Union Division, at Assistant Secretary level.  The Second Secretary General over-
sees a dedicated eight-person unit on the EU-UK negotiations in the Division, which analyses 
developments in the negotiations, prepares policy papers and briefing, and co-ordinates the 
work of our EU Missions on Brexit.  This unit is also the lead unit on contingency planning and 
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Brexit preparedness.  The EU Division works closely with the Department’s Ireland, UK and 
Americas Division, Legal Division and Trade Division, which also deal with aspects of Brexit.  
There is daily coordination with the Permanent Representation in Brussels.  There is also very 
close contact with the Department of the Taoiseach, which serves the Taoiseach as a member 
of the European Council.  The most senior official dealing with Brexit in the Department of the 
Taoiseach is the lead negotiator in the preparation of the European Council.

Maintaining frequent contact with EU partners, including the EU Chief Negotiator, Michel 
Barnier, has been a priority for Ireland throughout the Article 50 negotiations process and, as 
such, the Taoiseach and I both liaise with Mr. Barnier on a regular basis, as appropriate.  The 
Taoiseach also maintains contact with the Presidents of the European Commission and Euro-
pean Council.

I normally represent Ireland at the General Affairs Council (Art. 50), as I did yesterday, 
when I also met with Mr. Barnier.  The GAC (Art. 50) has a key role in providing political over-
sight of the Article 50 negotiations and in preparing the work of the European Council (Art. 50), 
where Ireland is represented by the Taoiseach. 

  Question No. 79 answered with Question No. 51.

15/05/2018WRD00200Departmental Functions

15/05/2018WRD0030080. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach the division of responsibilities between 
his Department and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in respect of Northern Ireland 
affairs. [21023/18]

15/05/2018WRD00400The Taoiseach: As you would expect, there is close cooperation between my Department 
and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade which has primary responsibility for matters 
relating to Northern Ireland, North South cooperation and British Irish relations.  Officials from 
the two Departments work very closely together across the range of issues relating to Northern 
Ireland and British Irish affairs.

Within my Department, the Northern Ireland section supports me, in my role as Taoiseach, 
on Northern Ireland matters.  The Section also supports me and in my contacts with the British 
Prime Minister more broadly in the context of the role of the two Governments   as co-guaran-
tors of the Good Friday Agreement and in the ongoing efforts to secure the restoration of the 
institutions under the Agreement.

It assists me with my participation in key institutions of the Good Friday Agreement, such as 
the North South Ministerial Council (when operational),the British Irish Council   and in other 
aspects of cross-border engagement and cooperation.

As part of its role, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade provides staff and funding 
to the British Irish Inter-Governmental Secretariat in Belfast and the North-South Ministerial 
Council Joint Secretariat in Armagh.

The Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and his staff are also in regular con-
tact with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and the main political parties in Northern 
Ireland in relation to matters of concern to the Irish Government including issues relating to the 
Good Friday Agreement and subsequent agreements, talks on the restoration of the Northern 
Ireland Executive and of course Brexit.
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15/05/2018WRD00500Question Heading for question(s)  81

15/05/2018WRD0060081. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Taoiseach the current rates of emigration and immigra-
tion. [21117/18]

15/05/2018WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Joe McHugh): Statistics 
on migration are included in the CSO’s annual Population and Migration Estimates release.  
The principal source of information for the estimation of annual migration flows,  incorporating 
both emigration and immigration, is the Labour Force Survey (LFS), formally the Quarterly 
National Household Survey (QNHS).  The latest release was published in August 2017 and the 
latest annual figures available are for the year to April 2017.

This release shows that an estimated 84,600 persons migrated to Ireland in the year from 
April 2016 to April 2017 while an estimated 64,800 left Ireland in the same period, with net in-
ward migration of 19,800 persons.  In the previous year to April 2016 there were 82,300 inward 
and 66,200 outward migrants, giving net inward migration of 16,200 persons.

15/05/2018WRD00800Departmental Functions

15/05/2018WRD0090082. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach the supports provided by his Department 
to Independent Ministers and supporters of the Government. [21243/18]

15/05/2018WRD01000The Taoiseach: My Department, as outlined in the Strategy Statement, provides support 
services for the Taoiseach and the Government, including the Independent Members of Gov-
ernment, through the Government Secretariat, the Parliamentary Liaison Unit, the Programme 
for Government Office and the Cabinet Committee structure to ensure Government business 
is managed to the highest standards.  The Chief Strategist for the Independent Alliance and 
the Political Coordinator for the Independent Ministers in Government are also based in my 
Department.

The Business of Government is coordinated by the Government Secretariat, this includes 
the preparation of the Cabinet agenda, the circulation of papers and the communication of the 
Government’s decisions to the relevant Ministers and Departments. 

The Parliamentary Liaison Unit was established to help ensure that Ministers and Govern-
ment Departments are properly informed of new responsibilities and procedures in the 32nd 
Dail.  The Unit provides support to Ministers and their Departments on Oireachtas matters with 
a particular emphasis on assisting Departments with Private Members’ Business.  

In performing this function the Unit  liaises on a regular basis with advisors to the Inde-
pendent members of Government, to ensure that they are informed of Oireachtas issues and to 
assist them in engaging with the processes arising from Dáil reform.

In this regard the Parliamentary Liaison Unit provides detailed information on upcoming 
matters in the Dáil and Seanad and highlights any new Oireachtas reform issues.

The Programme for Government Office provides assistance to Government in delivering on 
its ambitious programme of work through monitoring the implementation of the commitments 
contained in the Programme for Government (PfG) across all Departments.  The Office pre-
pares progress reports and an annual report setting out progress made across all of Government 
in implementing the commitments in the Programme.  

The Cabinet Committee system, which is an important part of the machinery of Government 
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and a core part of the work of the Department, provides a whole of Government, co-ordinated 
approach to issues as necessary.  The scope of the Cabinet Committee system encompasses the 
Government’s national priorities and the challenges Ireland faces in the coming years.

The Government Press Secretary  acts as a spokesperson for the Taoiseach and the Govern-
ment and is supported by the Press Office in his role of co-ordinating the media relations of all 
Government Departments. 

The Deputy Press Secretary, who is also based in my Department,  is tasked with coordinat-
ing communications for all the Independents in Government.

My Department continues to adapt and strengthen these supports to ensure they are fully 
responsive to the requirements arising from Dáil Reform and to support effective minority gov-
ernment arrangements.

15/05/2018WRD01100Cabinet Committee Meetings

15/05/2018WRD0120083. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Taoiseach the number of Cabinet committee meetings 
he attended in April 2018. [21444/18]

15/05/2018WRD01300The Taoiseach: I chaired two Cabinet Committee meetings in April - Cabinet Committee E 
(Health) and Cabinet Committee G (Justice and Equality).

15/05/2018WRD01400Departmental Budgets

15/05/2018WRD0150084. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the amount set aside on an annual 
basis for contingent liability for the past 25 years to date; the way in which it is determined the 
amount that is forecast to be needed for contingent liability; if an actuary analysis is carried out 
for budgeting current and future contingent liability; and if a risk assessment is conducted in the 
context of contingent liability. [20832/18]

15/05/2018WRD01600The Taoiseach: No amount is set aside on an annual basis by my Department for contingent 
liabilities.  If a contingent liability arises, a note is included in the “Miscellaneous” section of 
my Department’s Appropriation Account.  My Department’s (audited) Appropriation Account 
is published on an annual basis by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General.

15/05/2018WRD01700Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRD0180085. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Taoiseach the value of contracts for goods or services 
from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20860/18]

15/05/2018WRD01900The Taoiseach: My Department has had no contracts with the companies in question dur-
ing the period in question.

15/05/2018WRD02000Cabinet Committee Meetings

15/05/2018WRD0210086. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach the number of times and the dates Cabinet 
committee C (European Union Including Brexit). [20769/18]
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15/05/2018WRD02200The Taoiseach: The Government approved the establishment of Cabinet Committee C on 
5 July 2017.  This Cabinet Committee covers issues relating to the European Union, and assists 
the Government in its ongoing consideration of Brexit.  It also supports my participation as a 
member of the European Council.  

Cabinet Committee C first met on 11 September 2017 and again on the 13 February this 
year.  The next meeting is expected to take place before the June European Council.  

Given their significance, matters relating to Brexit and other EU issues are frequently dis-
cussed at meetings of the full Cabinet, and, in addition, I regularly meet with relevant Ministers 
to focus on particular issues, including those relating to the EU and Brexit. I have also had 
meetings with fishing and farming organisations to discuss the implications of Brexit.

Preparation for Brexit at official level, both in relation to the negotiations and in preparing 
for the potential consequences of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, is intensive, with a range 
of inter-departmental and senior officials’ groups meeting regularly.

15/05/2018WRD02225Departmental Legal Cases

15/05/2018WRD0225087. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach the circumstances in which the Office 
of the Attorney General in defending cases taken against the State or public bodies will seek to 
negotiate a confidentiality clause in settlement agreements; the extent to which consideration of 
the public interest in free access to information regarding the administration of public services 
in the State are taken into account by the Attorney General as upholder of the public interest 
in deciding whether to seek a confidentiality clause as part of a settlement; and if section 23 of 
the Protected Disclosures Act 2014 (details supplied) has had an impact on policy or practice in 
relation to seeking confidentiality clauses in settlements. [21075/18]

15/05/2018WRD02275Taoiseach (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Settlements entered into by the State with third par-
ties, do from time to time, contain confidentiality clauses because, for example, of the sensitive 
or commercial nature of the case.  It is sometimes the position that the plaintiff or victim seeks 
confidentiality, and sometimes part of a settlement only might be subject to a confidentiality 
clause.  The State takes the public interest into account when such clauses are proposed and 
would not support a clause which is contrary to the public interest.

Furthermore no confidentiality clause would be inserted which contradicts a specific statu-
tory requirement, such as section 23 of the Protected Disclosures Act 2014, where that is rel-
evant.

15/05/2018WRD02300Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRD0240088. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the number of staff in his Department as-
signed solely or primarily to work on North-South issues. [21271/18]

15/05/2018WRD02500The Taoiseach: The Britain and Northern Ireland Section forms part of the International, 
EU and Northern Ireland Division of my Department which is headed by a Second Secretary 
General. 

Within my Department, the Britain and Northern Ireland Section supports me, in my role as 
Taoiseach, on Northern Ireland matters. The Section also supports me in my contacts with the 
British Prime Minister more broadly in the context of the role of the two Governments as co-
guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement and in the ongoing efforts to secure the restoration of 
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the institutions under the Agreement.

It assists me with my participation in key institutions of the Good Friday Agreement, such 
as the North South Ministerial Council (when operational),the British Irish Council and in other 
aspects of cross-border engagement and cooperation and the British Irish Council. 

As you would expect, there is close cooperation between my Department and the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade which has primary responsibility for matters relating to 
Northern Ireland, North-South cooperation and British-Irish relations. Officials from the two 
Departments work very closely together across the range of issues relating to Northern Ireland 
and British-Irish affairs.

There are currently 10 staff assigned to the Britain and Northern Ireland Section of my De-
partment.

15/05/2018WRD02600Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRD0270089. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the value of contracts 
for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20850/18]

15/05/2018WRD02800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Payments made 
by my Department since 2010 to the 3 companies referred to by the Deputy in respect of goods 
and services amount to €2,263.93 EX VAT.

15/05/2018WRD02900Naval Service Data

15/05/2018WRD0300090. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of Naval Service deployments that were carried out in support of the joint task force on drug 
interdiction in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20863/18]

15/05/2018WRD03100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Joint Task 
Force on Drug Interdiction (JTF) was established in 1993 as a Government measure to improve 
law enforcement in relation to illegal drug smuggling and consists of members of An Garda 
Síochána, the Customs Service and the Naval Service. 

The Deputy will be aware that overall responsibility for the prevention of drug trafficking 
rests primarily with the Customs Service of the Revenue Commissioners, while responsibil-
ity for the prevention of crime rests primarily with An Garda Síochána.  The White Paper on 
Defence (2015) reaffirms the security role carried out by the Defence Forces in support of this 
important work.  For operational and security reasons, the Deputy will appreciate that it is not 
appropriate for me to disclose details of operations of the JTF involving the Naval Service. 

15/05/2018WRD03200Departmental Budgets

15/05/2018WRD0330091. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount 
of funds set aside on an annual basis for contingent liability for the past ten years to year end 
2016; the way in which it is determined the amount that is forecast to be needed for contingent 
liability; if an actuary analysis for budgeting current and future contingent liability is carried 
out; and if a risk assessment in the context of contingent liability is carried out. [20923/18]
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15/05/2018WRD03400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Public Financial 
Procedures set out that a contingent liability arises in any situation where past or current actions 
or events create a risk of a call on Exchequer funds in the future.  Contingent liabilities are dis-
closed by way of a note to the appropriation account.

My Department has internal financial and risk assessment processes in place to identify any 
contingent liabilities.  In the ten years to the end of 2016, there have been no items disclosed in 
the notes of the annual appropriation accounts of my Department with regard to such liabilities.

15/05/2018WRD03500White Paper on Defence

15/05/2018WRD0360092. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the White Paper 
projects that have been completed; and if project summary statements for closed projects are 
available. [21165/18]

15/05/2018WRD03700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The 2015 White 
Paper on Defence sets the defence policy agenda over a ten year planning horizon and encom-
passes all work carried out by the Department of Defence, the Defence Forces and Civil De-
fence. It comprehends the Government’s policy on defence of the State from armed aggression, 
the defence contribution to domestic security, the defence contribution to international peace 
and security and a broad range of other “non-security” roles which the Government require the 
Defence Forces and Civil Defence to undertake.  It considers the defence capabilities required 
so that the Defence Forces can successfully deliver on the roles assigned by Government.  Fi-
nally, the White Paper also considers implementation and the actions required to ensure that 
defence planning and provision processes are further developed.

During scoping of the White Paper implementation programme 88 actions or projects were 
specifically identified. These actions represent a subset of the totality of the work being car-
ried out as part of the implementation programme for the White Paper.  While it is currently 
intended to have all 88 projects initiated or completed by the end of the ten year implementation 
programme, work in certain areas will continue beyond 2025 in order to ensure that changes, 
improvements and actions envisaged in the White Paper are fully implemented and to assure 
that positive outcomes endure and are embedded in the day to day business of the Defence 
Organisation.

To date, 37 projects have been initiated with 10 more projects due to initiate during 2018. Of 
these, 5 projects have been completed and closed/transitioned to normal business with a number 
of other projects close to completion.  The projects which have closed to date are set out in the 
following table along with a summary statement:   
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 Number  Project Name  Summary Statement
 5  Engagement with the Connected 

Forces Initiative (CFI), the Plan-
ning and Review Process (PARP) 
and the Operational Capabilities 
Concept (OCC)

 The project objective was for 
Ireland to continue to engage with 
the Partnership Interoperability 
Advocacy Group (formerly CFI), 
participate in the Planning and 
Review Process (PARP) and have 
joined the Operational Capabilities 
Concept, Evaluation and Feedback 
(OCC E&F) programme.As part 
of the OCC E&F programme, 
Ireland selected a unit for the in-
augural force package for partici-
pation in OCC E&F assessment to 
Level 1.  This is the first step in a 
a two - year programme in which 
the unit will undertake two evalu-
ations.  Ireland also completed the 
full cycle of the PARP process; 
(i) Partnership Goals, (ii) Partner-
ship Survey and (iii) Partnership 
Assessment.  A lessons learned 
exercise was completed to identify 
and improve this process.Ireland 
continues to participate in the in-
formal Partnership Interoperability 
Advocacy Group discussions and 
took over as PIAG Co-Chair in 
January 2018 for one year, and 
will fill the Executive Officer posi-
tion from mid-2018 (July) to mid 
2019.
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 Number  Project Name  Summary Statement
 11  A review of Ireland’s NRA, 

including those emergencies/crises 
that may threaten or impact on 
national security, will be under-
taken in late 2015 by a subgroup 
of the Government Task Force on 
Emergency Planning. 

 The objective of this project 
was to complete a review of the 
National Risk Assessment (NRA) 
and to adopt a revised NRA.  The 
revised NRA for Ireland 2017 
was completed and endorsed by 
the GTF on 8 March 2017.  It 
was submitted to Government 
on 21 November 2017 and has 
been forwarded to the Euro-
pean Commission to continue 
the deliberative process at an EU 
and National level under the EU 
Civil Protection Mechanism.  The 
NRA for Ireland 2017 enables the 
assessment of risk management 
capabilities and the prioritisation 
of risk mitigation, which will 
be led by the lead Departments/
Agencies responsible for the risks 
identified in the NRA.  This will 
be monitored on an on-going basis 
by the Government Task Force on 
Emergency Planning, chaired by 
the Minister with Responsibility 
for Defence.

 22  Develop a new employment 
support scheme with the direct in-
volvement of the Defence Forces

 The White Paper gave a commit-
ment to develop a pilot Employee 
Support Scheme (ESS).  The pilot 
programme for the scheme was 
conducted by 2 Bde in Gorman-
ston in 2016 at a total cost of 
€259,116.  Following successful 
evaluation of the pilot programme, 
the Minister approved a three year 
roll out of the Scheme (2017-
2019), with up to 2 iterations of 
the programme to be scheduled 
each year.  2 iterations of the 
programme were held in mid 
and late 2017 (in Limerick and 
Gormanston).  Another iteration is 
scheduled for summer 2018 (June 
in Cork) and the 2nd iteration for 
2018 is currently provisionally 
scheduled for later this year in the 
DFTC.  Funding has been secured 
from the European Social Fund 
for the iterations of the scheme 
outlined in the 3 year implementa-
tion plan.  As part of the roll out, 
it was agreed that a full review of 
the Scheme be scheduled for 2020 
which would comprehensively 
evaluate “Value for Money” in 
relation to the Scheme.  In addi-
tion to this, an interim review of 
the roll out of the Scheme is also 
underway at present.
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 Number  Project Name  Summary Statement
 62  Regarding Civilian Employee va-

cancies, the Department will in the 
short term, initiate a programme 
of targeted recruitment to address 
priority vacancies,  In the medium 
term, the Department will identify 
the areas that are most in need.

 The project objective was to fill a 
number of vacancies for civilian 
employees. 40 posts identified at 
the start of the Project have now 
been filled and the successful ap-
plicants are now in place.  In the 
case of some competitions, panels 
were formed from which any 
future vacancies may be filled.

 79  The Department (Civil Defence 
Branch) will take the lead role in 
the Government’s new Inter-agen-
cy Guidance Team (IGT) being 
established in order to enhance li-
aison under the Major Emergency 
Management.

 The project objective was to 
establish an Inter-Agency Guid-
ance Team (IGT) to assist with the 
future development of Civil De-
fence.  The IGT was established in 
July 2016 and terms of reference 
were agreed.  The IGT has met 
on several occasions to date and 
further meetings will take place.  
The IGT has been established in 
accordance with the commitment 
in the White Paper on Defence 
(2015) and is now part of the core 
business of the Civil Defence 
Branch of the Department.

15/05/2018WRD03800Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRD0390093. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
staff in his Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South issues; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21261/18]

15/05/2018WRD04000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Defence is not 
one of the agreed areas of North South co-operation set out in the Good Friday Agreement. In 
this context, no staff in the Department of Defence have North South roles assigned solely or 
primarily to them. 

15/05/2018WRD04100Army Barracks

15/05/2018WRD0420094. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if memorial 
plaques have been removed from Columb Barracks, Mullingar; and the person or body respon-
sible for their removal. [21294/18]

15/05/2018WRD0430095. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the details 
of damage resulting from vandalism and neglect to the former Army barracks in Mullingar in 
the past 12 months. [21308/18]

15/05/2018WRD04400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 94 and 95 together.

As Columb Barracks is no longer required for military purposes, the current financial and 
administrative burden resulting from its retention cannot be sustained and my officials are pro-
ceeding with its disposal. 

In relation to your question regarding memorial plagues in the Barracks my officials have 
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advised me that they are not aware that any memorial plaques have been removed.  However, if 
the Deputy is aware that plaques may have been removed, I would appreciate if he would advise 
my office and I will arrange to have the matter further examined.

Lakelands Security Ltd, engaged by my Department to provide security for the Barracks, 
advise my officials of all incidents of minor vandalism and anti-social behaviour which occur 
within the Barracks.  There have been 5 incidents in the past year relating mainly to the break-
ing of windows and external doors of various buildings throughout the Barracks.  All broken 
windows and doors have been boarded up to prevent possible illegal access to the buildings.  
Also, in the past year there have been three unsuccessful attempts to remove several of the in-
ternal gates within the Barracks.  In November 2017 there was a small fire in a derelict building 
in the Barracks. 

As a result of storm damage this winter, remedial repairs have recently taken place to the 
roofs of several buildings, including the Church.  Following Storm Emma repairs were under-
taken to fix a significant water leak within the grounds of the Barracks.

Question No. 95 answered with Question No. 94.

15/05/2018WRD04600Defence Forces Recruitment

15/05/2018WRD0470096. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to ex-
amine additional recruitment measures to increase the numbers in the Defence Forces (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21320/18]

15/05/2018WRD04800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I have previously 
acknowledged retention challenges for certain specialists such as Pilots and Air Traffic Control-
lers and certain Technicians. This is reflective of the current economic circumstances and the 
availability of attractive job opportunities in the private and commercial semi-state sectors for 
such specialists.

To address vacancies in specialist positions, I have initiated a range of actions including di-
recting civil and military management to develop proposals for the re-entry of suitably qualified 
former members of the Permanent Defence Force to fill such appointments. I have also directed 
that proposals for expanding direct entry for suitable posts also be developed. Work on these 
matters in ongoing.

15/05/2018WRD04900An Teanga Gaeilge

15/05/2018WRD0500097. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan den Tánaiste agus Aire Gnóthaí Eachtra-
cha agus Trádála an aontaíonn sé gur cuid lárnach de phróiseas na síochána ó thuaidh í an 
reachtaíocht Ghaeilge agus í go fóill mar cheist chothromaíochta nach bhfuil réitithe, agus ag 
seasamh amach ó Chomhaontú Chill Rímhinn; agus an dtacóidh sé le moladh Chonradh na 
Gaeilge gur chóir an clásal seo a leanas a chur leis an rannóg Prótacail ar Éirinn ar leathanach 
108 sa Dréacht-Chomhaontú Aistarraingthe:[1] “Gealltanas Rialtas RA agus na hÉireann, ar 
son reachtaíocht Ghaeilge i dTuaisceart Éireann de réir na gComhaontuithe 1998 agus 2006, á 
aisghairm. [20951/18]

15/05/2018WRD05100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Is nithe 
tábhachta de Comhaontú Aoine an Chéasta iad éagsúlacht teangeolaíoch agus an Ghaeilge.  Tá 
roinnt eilimintí de Chomhaontú Aoine an Chéasta agus Chomhaontú Chill Rímhinn nach bhfuil 
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curtha i bhfeidhm go hiomlán go fóill, iad siúd a bhaineann le hAcht Gaeilge ina measc.  Is é 
seasamh daingean an Rialtais ná go gcaithfidh Comhaontú Aoine an Chéasta agus na Comha-
ontaithe comharba a bheith curtha i bhfeidhm ina hiomlán.

Rinneadh foráil i gComhaontú Chill Rímhinn i 2006 d’Acht Gaeilge i dTuaisceart Éireann a 
bheith achtaithe ag Rialtais na Breataine.  Rinne Rialtais na hÉireann i ndiaidh a chéile, tacú le 
hAcht Gaeilge agus leanann muid ar aghaidh ag obair ar a son.  Faraor, go dtí seo ní raibh aontas 
laistigh den Fheidhmeannas ar ábhar atá anois déabhlóidithe chun é a thabhairt chun cinn.

Tá an Tánaiste i dteagmháil go minic le Rialtas na Breataine agus na páirtí i dTuaisceart 
Éireann maidir le athbhunú an Feidhmeannas agus chur i bhfeidhm gealltanais Comhaontú 
Aoine an Chéasta agus na Comhaontaithe comharba, Acht Gaeilge do Thuaisceart Éireann san 
áireamh.

Ní bheadh sé oiriúnach foráil a dhéanamh d’Acht Gaeilge mar chuid den dréacht Comha-
ontú d’Astarraignt na Breataine ón Aontas Eorpach ós rud é nach bhfuil ach dlínse fíor-teoranta 
ag an Aontas Eorpach maidir leis an ceist seo, tá gealltanais soiléir i gComhaontú Aoine an Ché-
asta agus na gComhaontaithe comharba agus ní aontaíonn sé le nadúr agus aidhm an dréacht 
Comhaontú.  Tá ról i bhfad níos mó ag Comhairle na hEorpa a bhfuil freagrach don Coinbhin-
siúin Frámaíocht ar son Cosaint Mionlach Naisiúnta a dhaignigh Éire i 1999 ag comhlíonadh 
an gealltanas i gComhaontú Aoine an Chéasta.

15/05/2018WRD05200Syrian Conflict

15/05/2018WRD0530098. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the work he undertook to encourage EU and UN member states to pursue a full diplomatic reso-
lution to the Syrian conflict in relation to the EU UN Syria Donor Conference in Brussels that 
took place on 24 and 25 April 2018; the steps he will take to ensure an increase in humanitarian 
assistance to displaced Syrians that require urgent assistance after seven years of conflict; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20813/18]

15/05/2018WRD05400109. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he raised at the recent EU Foreign Affairs Council the need for the European Union and its 
member states to increase humanitarian assistance to Syria and the adjoining region and also to 
provide improved assistance to displaced Syrians; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20909/18]

15/05/2018WRD05500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I propose to take Questions Nos. 98 and 109 together.

The conflict in Syria, now in its eighth year, continues to drive the world’s largest protection 
and displacement crisis. In the first three months of 2018, we have witnessed some of the high-
est levels of displacement since the crisis began.  Over 6.6 million people are displaced inside 
Syria alone, and a further 5.6 million people have fled to neighbouring countries and the region. 

Responding to and resolving this crisis remains high on the international agenda, including 
for Ireland.  The Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Simon Coveney T.D., 
discussed the situation in Syria with his EU colleagues at the Foreign Affairs Council (FAC)in 
February, March and April.  At the FAC in April, Foreign Ministers condemned in the strongest 
terms the use of chemical weapons in Syria, and stressed the need to ensure full legal account-
ability for those responsible for such crimes.  Ministers also reiterated the EU’s support for the 
UN-led political negotiations to end the conflict, and the urgent need to reinvigorate the politi-
cal track.  The Tánaiste reaffirmed the need to avoid any escalation of the situation in Syria, and 



Questions - Written Answers

40

the importance of ensuring accountability for the use of chemical weapons.  The EU provides 
direct assistance to the UN-led Geneva peace talks, and has launched, in coordination with the 
UN, an initiative to develop political dialogue with key actors from the region to identify com-
mon ground.

Last month, I led Ireland’s delegation to the Second Brussels Conference for Syria and the 
region, at which Ireland reaffirmed its support for the UN-led efforts to bring about a resolution 
to the conflict and called on the international community, particularly those with influence on 
the parties to the conflict, to redouble efforts to ensure a ceasefire and unimpeded humanitarian 
access.

Ireland condemned the repeated breaches of international law which have taken place in 
Syria, and called for full legal accountability for all war crimes and crimes against humanity, 
particularly the use of chemical weapons.

I personally met with key EU and UN humanitarian and political partners, including EU 
Commissioner Christos Stylianides and United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 
Filippo Grandi, and reiterated concerns about the deteriorating humanitarian and protection 
situation in Syria, including for displaced Syrians.

Ireland is a strong and consistent donor to the Syria crisis response and our funding sup-
ports those in need inside Syria as well as Syrian refugees and vulnerable host communities in 
the region.  At the Brussels Conference, Ireland pledged €25 million in humanitarian support 
for 2018 - maintaining the same level of assistance as provided last year.  Given the urgency 
of humanitarian needs inside Syria and across the region, over €16 million of this funding has 
already been disbursed. This brings Ireland’s support since 2012 to over €109 million – our 
largest ever response to a single crisis.

In recognition of the need for more effective, longer-term responses for those affected by 
the crisis – including displaced Syrians and host communities in neighbouring countries – Ire-
land also made a commitment to provide multi-annual, predictable assistance in response to the 
Syria crisis beyond 2018. Such support will provide for more sustainable basic service delivery, 
including education for displaced children and youths. 

Ultimately, only a political resolution to the conflict will bring lasting relief to the suffering 
of the Syrian people.  In the interim, Ireland remains committed in our humanitarian response, 
and will continue to work with our EU and UN partners to ensure timely and effective humani-
tarian assistance reaches those in need.

15/05/2018WRE00200Passport Applications Administration

15/05/2018WRE0030099. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if it is now a legal requirement for Irish citizens to have a public services card to renew a pass-
port; if so, the relevant primary or secondary legislation in which this requirement is stated; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20814/18]

15/05/2018WRE00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
29 March 2016, the Passport Service has required all first time passport applicants, aged 18 and 
above, who are resident in Ireland to hold a valid Public Services card.  This requirement also 
applies to the small number of adult passport applicants, whose passport was issued before 1 
January 2005 and has been reported as lost, stolen or damaged and those whose passport ex-
pired more than five years ago.  If an applicant falls into one of the above mentioned categories 
of applicant, then their application must include a copy of their PSC.
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The Government agreed on 17 July 2017 to extend the requirement for a PSC to all adults in 
the State accessing a wide range of public services in Ireland, and this includes citizens apply-
ing for passports.  The Department is a member of a joint working group, with other relevant 
Departments, which is examining the business process, technical and resource implications on 
how this requirement can best be met and the schedule for its adoption.  There are no plans at 
present to extend PSC requirements for accessing services, including in relation to passport ap-
plications, to Irish citizens not resident in the State.

A key principle behind the concept of the PSC is that the delivery of services is more ef-
ficient when a person’s identity does not have to be authenticated at every transaction.  With 
specific reference to the issuance of passports, the introduction of the PSC requirement has al-
lowed the Passport Service to dispense with requirements for certain additional documentation 
and reduces the overall volume of documentation that Irish citizens must submit when applying 
for a passport and is the most secure form of identity available to adult passport applicants resi-
dent in the State.  The PSC requirement is now a key resource in the Passport Service’s efforts 
to combat fraud and identity theft and uphold the integrity of the Irish passport.

With reference to the legal basis for the Minister to request a copy of an applicant’s PSC, 
the Passports Act 2008 (as amended) provides for the issue by the Minister of passports to Irish 
citizens.  Section 7(1)(b) of the Passports Act 2008 requires that the Minister be satisfied as to 
an individual’s identity before issuing a passport to that person. Section 7(2) provides as fol-
lows:  “The Minister may require an applicant for a passport to provide such information as 
the Minister may require for the purposes of the application and to produce to him or her such 
documents as he or she considers necessary or expedient to enable him or her to perform the 
functions of the Minister under this Part.”  It is on this basis that the Minister requires applicants 
to produce identity documentation.

15/05/2018WRE00500Registration of Births

15/05/2018WRE00600100. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding passports and foreign birth regis-
tration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20844/18]

15/05/2018WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade us responsible for processing applications for Irish 
citizenship via descent and determining entitlement for eligible applicants to be entered on the 
Foreign Birth register under the terms of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Acts.  This is a 
very important and onerous matter, and my Department takes very seriously its responsibilities 
in this area. State-issued photographic identification forms an essential part of the documentary 
requirements for all applications for Foreign Birth Registration, and this is clearly stated on my 
Department’s website and on the application form for Foreign Birth Registration.

The statutory basis for the documentary requirements is set out in the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Acts 1956-2004 and in the Foreign Birth Regulations 2013 (S.I. No 47 of 2013).

When an application for citizenship is being made on behalf of a minor, the requirement 
for photographic identification is not only important in relation to our duty to protect the integ-
rity of the Irish citizenship process and to minimise the risk of fraud, but also in safeguarding 
against child abduction and trafficking. 

With regard to the particular individual case which the Deputy has raised, I would invite 
the Deputy or the citizens in question to make contact with the Deputy Director of Consular 
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Services, with responsibility for Foreign Births Registration, who will be happy to discuss the 
matter further.  She can be contacted on 01-4082572.   My officials will endeavour to provide 
all possible information to this family in order that they are fully aware of what they need to do 
to comply with the documentary requirements necessary for entering the birth of a minor in the 
Foreign Births Register.

15/05/2018WRE00800Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRE00900101. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the value of contracts for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. 
[20854/18]

15/05/2018WRE01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department spent €375 in 2016 and €338.46 in 2017 with HP Ireland for printer services.  The 
Department does not have a contract with any firm named DXC Technology, HP or a variation 
of these names.

15/05/2018WRE01100Passport Applications Administration

15/05/2018WRE01200102. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the reason the number of passport applications has increased in 2018 by 18% to over 800,000 
applications; his plans to resource the Passport Office accordingly to address the increase; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20897/18]

15/05/2018WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Be-
tween Jan 1 and April 30 this year, the Passport Service received 358,572 passport applications.  
This represents a 9% increase on the same period last year.

The increase in demand is driven by a number of factors including a general increase in the 
number of Irish residents travelling abroad, a growing population, as well as a significant rise in 
passport applications from Irish citizens residing in Northern Ireland and Great Britain.

My Department continues to closely monitor the level of passport demand to ensure that 
all resources are effectively deployed.  It is peak season for passport demand and the Passport 
Service is doing everything possible to reduce processing times for all categories of application, 
and in particular, those categories that are currently over target turnaround times.  In anticipa-
tion of increasing application volumes and peak season demands, a number of measures have 
been taken by the Passport Service to enhance processing capacity. These measures include the 
recruitment of additional staff and the use of targeted overtime. 

The Passport Service received sanction this year for 220 Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) 
for appointment to the Passport Offices in Dublin and Cork. All TCOs in this intake have been 
fully trained and placed since March.  These TCOs are working together with permanent staff to 
process passport applications and to deal with the high number of enquiries being made through 
the Passport Service’s various customer service channels.

The number of Full Time Equivalent staff permanently employed by my Department and 
assigned to the Passport Service stood at 322 at the beginning of the year.  This compares to 
310 Full Time Equivalent staff assigned to the Passport Service at the same point last year. In 
addition, over 20 additional permanent staff have been assigned to the Passport Service in 2018. 

The continuous implementation of service improvements has been central to my Depart-
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ment’s response to increasing application volumes.  The Passport Reform Programme is deliv-
ering major upgrades to the passport service technology platforms and business processes as 
well as significant customer service improvements. The award-winning online passport appli-
cation service, which was launched last year, will continue to make a major contribution to the 
effective management of high application volumes by allowing existing resources to be more 
effectively deployed within the Passport Service. At present, the online service accommodates 
adult renewals and passport card applications. It is planned to further expand the online pass-
port application service to other renewal categories by the end of 2018.

With regard to the anticipated increases in passport applications following the UK Referen-
dum on EU membership in June 2016, the Department commissioned research to try and better 
understand the potential demand for passports from Irish citizens resident in Great Britain who 
have not yet applied for a passport.  Interim reports have been made available and this study 
will continue to assist the Passport Service in formulating plans on resource requirements for 
the future.

15/05/2018WRE01400Brexit Negotiations

15/05/2018WRE01500103. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the division of responsibilities between his Department and the Department of the Taoiseach 
in respect of liaising with EU Brexit chief negotiator Mr. Michel Barnier in respect of Brexit 
negotiations. [20059/18]

15/05/2018WRE01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As 
Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade with special responsibility for Brexit, I 
have responsibility for coordinating the whole-of-Government approach to the EU-UK nego-
tiations and to preparations for Brexit, with a view to securing the best possible outcome for 
Ireland.  I work closely with the Taoiseach, who as a member of the European Council, provides 
strategic direction for our approach to the negotiations.

The European Union Division in my Department is headed by a Second Secretary General 
with a particular focus on Brexit issues, who works closely with the Director General of the 
European Union Division, at Assistant Secretary level.   The Second Secretary General 
oversees a dedicated eight-person unit on the EU-UK negotiations in the Division, which analy-
ses developments in the negotiations, prepares policy papers and briefing, and co-ordinates the 
work of our EU Missions on Brexit.  This unit is also the lead unit on contingency planning 
and Brexit preparedness.  The EU Division works closely with the Department’s Ireland, UK 
and Americas Division, Legal Division and Trade Division, which also deal with aspects of 
Brexit.  There is daily co-ordination with the Permanent Representation.  There is also very 
close contact with the Department of the Taoiseach, which serves the Taoiseach as a member 
of the European Council.  The most senior official dealing with Brexit in the Department of the 
Taoiseach is the lead negotiator in the preparation of the European Council.

Maintaining frequent contact with EU partners, including the EU Chief Negotiator, Michel 
Barnier, has been a priority for Ireland throughout the Article 50 negotiations process and, as 
such, the Taoiseach and I both liaise with Mr. Barnier on a regular basis, as appropriate.  The 
Taoiseach also maintains contact with the Presidents of the European Commission and Euro-
pean Council.

I normally represent Ireland at the General Affairs Council (Art. 50), as I did yesterday, 
when I also met with Mr. Barnier. The GAC (Art. 50) has a key role in providing political over-
sight of the Article 50 negotiations and in preparing the work of the European Council (Art. 50), 
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where Ireland is represented by the Taoiseach. 

15/05/2018WRE01700EU Issues

15/05/2018WRE01800104. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the nature of the group emerging on the fringes of the European Council involving the Dutch, 
Baltic and Irish Governments. [18893/18]

15/05/2018WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Work-
ing closely with a range of EU partners has always been important for Ireland.  However, taking 
a strategic approach to these relationships has assumed renewed importance in the context of 
Brexit and requires a multifaceted engagement.

In many key EU economic and institutional policy areas – on the Single Market, areas of 
EU trade, EMU reform and the digital single market - we share common approaches with the 
Nordic, Baltic States and with the Netherlands. As we prepare for an EU of 27 we have worked 
with the Nordic, Baltic and Dutch governments to increase our strategic engagement with them 
on the EU agenda. This has included opportunities to meet together in the margins of different 
Council formations, stronger bilateral engagement and, as appropriate, joint initiatives. I hosted 
one such dinner for Foreign Ministers of Nordic and Baltic Member States, and my Dutch 
counterpart, in Luxembourg on 15 April.

At the same time we have been working to strengthen and diversify our relationships with 
all our EU partners.  This has involved an increased range and intensity of inward and outward 
visits at Prime Ministerial, Ministerial and senior official level to discuss key issues and chal-
lenges on the EU agenda and to ensure that our perspectives and priorities are understood. We 
also participate actively in a range of likeminded groups linked to particular issues from the 
D9+ digital group to the Green Growth Group and the Friends of Excellence in research group, 
to give some examples. 

15/05/2018WRE02000Brexit Documents

15/05/2018WRE02100105. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade the position regarding the backstop agreement between the EU and UK Government 
with regard to ensuring no hard border on the island of Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20906/18]

15/05/2018WRE02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the 
December Joint Report of EU and UK negotiators, the UK committed to ensuring there would 
be no border infrastructure of any kind or associated checks and controls on the island of Ire-
land.  The report stated the UK’s intention to achieve this through the wider EU-UK future 
relationship agreement or through specific solutions.  Should this not be possible, the UK com-
mitted to maintaining full alignment with those rules of the Internal Market and Customs Union 
which, now or in the future, support North South cooperation, the all-island economy and the 
protection of the Good Friday Agreement.

Work on drafting the relevant parts of the Withdrawal Agreement to give legal effect to 
these commitments has been a key focus since December. Published on 28 February, the draft 
Withdrawal Agreement contains a Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland, which is an inte-
gral part of the Agreement.
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 At this point, it is clear that while there are areas in the Protocol where shared policy objec-
tives have been identified, there are some fundamental issues that have yet to be resolved.

The UK has accepted that a legally operative version of the ‘backstop’ for the border will be 
included in the Withdrawal Agreement, in line with paragraph 49 of the Joint Progress Report 
agreed last December, and that all the issues identified in the draft Protocol reflect those that 
must be addressed.  These were important steps forward.

The current schedule of negotiations now underway between the EU and the UK is being 
taken forward with a view to continuing efforts to narrow the remaining gaps on the draft Pro-
tocol. 

Significant progress is needed between now and the June European Council.  At this stage in 
the negotiations, it is more important than ever that the UK provides more detailed and realistic 
proposals to the EU.

Coordinators have agreed that negotiations will continue on a regular basis and Ireland will 
continue its close cooperation with Michel Barnier’s team.  This includes our involvement in 
discussions, where appropriate, while respecting the negotiation structures that have been man-
dated by the European Council.

15/05/2018WRE02300Syrian Conflict

15/05/2018WRE02400106. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of discussions with his counterparts in the EU and elsewhere in regard to plans for the 
withdrawal of foreign military powers from Syria with a view to bringing an end to conflict on 
the basis of dialogue between all political forces in Syria. [21024/18]

15/05/2018WRE02500108. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he raised at the recent EU Foreign Affairs Council the need for the EU and its member states 
to intensify efforts along with the United Nations to achieve a political resolution to the ongoing 
conflict in Syria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20908/18]

15/05/2018WRE02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 106 and 108 together.

The Syria conflict, which is now in its eighth year, has cost up to 500,000 lives.  Over 13 
million people are in need of humanitarian assistance inside Syria.  This is a tragedy which has 
caused untold misery for millions of ordinary Syrians, and which has had a serious impact on 
neighbouring countries.  The long-running conflict in Syria, and the misery that it has caused, 
has been further prolonged by the military support provided to the Assad regime.  There are 
significant Iranian forces in Syria, which have been assisting the regime in the violent suppres-
sion of its own people . This is unhelpful and unwelcome.  It is also quite clear that Russia’s 
support for the Assad regime has prolonged the suffering of the Syrian people.  Russia has also 
repeatedly vetoed UN Security Council resolutions on Syria, which has seriously undermined 
the protection of Syrian civilians. 

This conflict has had a negative impact right across the region, with many of Syria’s neigh-
bours facing heightened security threats, as well as being the hosts to millions of Syrian people 
fleeing the conflict. We understand that these countries have concerns about the conflict raging 
on their borders and about the potential spill-over of violence. I call on all regional actors, and 
indeed all involved in the Syria conflict, to show restraint and avoid any escalation, which could 
further undermine regional stability, as well as adding to the suffering of civilians.
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The Syria crisis is high on the EU agenda.  I discussed the situation in Syria with my EU 
counterparts at the Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) in February, March and April.  At the FAC in 
April, we condemned in the strongest terms the use of chemical weapons in Syria, and stressed 
the need to ensure full legal accountability for those responsible for such crimes.  We also reit-
erated the EU’s support for the UN-led political negotiations to end the conflict, and the urgent 
need to reinvigorate the political track. I reaffirmed the need to avoid any escalation of the situ-
ation in Syria, and the importance of ensuring accountability for the use of chemical weapons. 

A comprehensive, sustainable, Syrian-owned and Syrian-led resolution to the conflict will 
be required to provide lasting relief to this terrible suffering.  UN Special Envoy for Syria Staf-
fan de Mistura is leading political negotiations to end the conflict based on the 2012 Geneva 
Communique and UN Security Council resolution 2254.  The EU provides direct assistance to 
the UN-led Geneva peace talks and has launched, in coordination with the UN, an initiative to 
develop political dialogue with key actors from the region to identify common ground.  Ireland 
and the EU fully support the UN-led efforts to resolve this conflict.

15/05/2018WRE02700Passport Applications Administration

15/05/2018WRE02800107. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if concerns raised by a person (details supplied) in relation to a passport application will 
be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21113/18]

15/05/2018WRE02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): All 
passport applications are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act 2008.  This Act provides, 
among other things, that a person must be an Irish citizen before a passport can be issued to him/
her.  In order to meet this legal requirement, each person must demonstrate an entitlement to 
Irish citizenship in his/her passport application by providing acceptable documentary evidence 
of this entitlement.

Entitlement to Irish citizenship is governed by Irish law and in particular the Irish National-
ity and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, under which and in general, Irish citizenship may 
be obtained by birth in Ireland to parents meeting specified requirements, by descent, or by 
naturalisation.

I am advised by the Passport Service that the application submitted by the person in ques-
tion did not provide acceptable documentary evidence to demonstrate entitlement to citizenship 
by birth or descent.  The applicant was advised that it may be possible for them to apply for 
citizenship via naturalisation.  The passport application cannot proceed any further until entitle-
ment to Irish citizenship has been established. 

Matters relating to Citizenship – including naturalisation – come under the remit of the 
Department of Justice and Equality (Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service) and further 
information is available on the website www.inis.gov.ie.

Question No. 108 answered with Question No. 106.

Question No. 109 answered with Question No. 98.

15/05/2018WRE03200Middle East Issues

15/05/2018WRE03300110. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has received reports on the use of dual use drones against unarmed civilians on the Gaza-
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Israeli border; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20433/18]

15/05/2018WRE03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have 
made clear both in the Dáil and in public statements my serious concerns about the use of live 
fire by Israeli forces against demonstrators in Gaza in recent weeks, including yesterday, and 
the large number of casualties which have resulted.  The use of force, and particularly deadly 
force, must only be used as a last resort and should be proportionate to a real and immediate 
threat.

I am aware also of reports that drones may also have dropped tear gas on some groups of 
demonstrators near the border fence.  Tear gas should not, of course, be used against those who 
may be protesting legitimately and peacefully.  However, my deepest concerns relate to the use 
of live ammunition, and the mass casualties which have resulted.

15/05/2018WRE03500Passport Services

15/05/2018WRE03600111. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if a passport printing machine will be provided to the Cork Passport Office (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21251/18]

15/05/2018WRE03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service provides a range of application channels to Irish citizens wishing to apply for 
a passport.  These include a postal application system, an online passport application service 
and the network of Irish Missions worldwide.  In the relatively small number of cases where 
citizens need to travel very urgently and do not have a valid passport, the Passport Offices in 
Dublin and Cork offer an appointment service.  These appointments can be made online at 
www.passportappointments.ie/.

Passport printing and personalisation requires highly specialised machinery, auxiliary equip-
ment and a temperature-controlled environment.  The production equipment and suites need 
continual engineering support and trained staff to manage the sites.  In addition to the purchase 
cost of a new passport printing machine, there are set up and maintenance costs associated with 
such equipment.

The printing capacity of production equipment currently employed by the Passport Service 
is sufficient to meet current and anticipated future demand for passports.  There are no plans at 
this time to commission additional passport production equipment or sites.

There is a facility in the Cork Passport Office that allows for the production of emergency 
travel documents where strict criteria for the issuance of such documentation has been met.

15/05/2018WRE03800Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRE03900112. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of staff in his Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South is-
sues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21265/18]

15/05/2018WRE04000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
engagement by my Department on North South issues involves officials from across the Divi-
sions of the Department.  This engagement is led by the Department’s Ireland, UK and Americas 
Division and particularly by a current team of four Dublin-based officials working within the 
Brexit and North South Coordination Unit who deal primarily with matters, including Brexit, 
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relating to North South co-operation; and the nine Armagh-based officials who are working as 
part of the Joint Secretariat of the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC), as well as by of-
ficers in our HQ dealing with Northern Ireland political issues.

My Department’s officials play a co-ordinating role in Government activity on North-South 
issues, attending and chairing meetings of the North-South Interdepartmental Coordinators, and 
encouraging and advancing cross-border co-operation at official level.

 In addition to servicing meetings of the NSMC, my officials in the Joint Secretariat also 
perform other important functions focussed on advocacy for North-South co-operation.  They 
are involved in developing networks of contacts, actively pursuing our priorities for advancing 
cooperation, as well as analysing and reporting on the progress of such cooperation, including 
the work of the North-South Implementation Bodies.

15/05/2018WRE04100Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

15/05/2018WRE04200113. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the outcome of the most recent discussions he had with the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland in relation to the need for the British Government to respond positively without further 
delay to the unanimous requests of Dáil Éireann to provide access to papers and files pertaining 
to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings of 1974; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21356/18]

15/05/2018WRE04300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the 
week of the 44th anniversary of the Dublin Monaghan bombings, which saw the biggest loss 
of life in a single day during the Troubles, I think it is important to acknowledge those across 
the House who work on a cross-party basis with the Government on this issue, and the tireless 
efforts of Justice for the Forgotten.  The Government will be represented at the wreath-laying 
ceremony on 17 May to mark the anniversary of these tragic events by my colleague the Min-
ister for Justice and Equality Charlie Flanagan T.D.

The Programme for a Partnership Government highlights the priority that the Government 
attaches to the implementation of the All-Party Dáil motions relating to the Dublin Monaghan 
bombings.  I recently met with Justice for the Forgotten to hear their views and update them on 
the Government’s continuing engagement on legacy issues, including with the British Govern-
ment on the Dáil motions.

The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings that was adopted by the 
Dáil on 25 May 2016 has, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, been conveyed to the British 
Government.  These motions call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, 
international judicial figure to all original documents relating to the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings, as well as the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973, the bombing of Kay’s Tavern in 
Dundalk and the murder of Seamus Ludlow.  

The Government is committed to actively pursuing the implementation of these all-Party 
Dáil motions, and has consistently raised the issue with the British Government.  

I am actively engaged with the British Government on an ongoing basis on this issue, as are 
officials from my Department.  I recently raised the issue directly with the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland Karen Bradley on 16 April last and my officials were in touch with the British 
counterparts as recently as last week. 

I have consistently underlined to the British Government that the Dáil motions represent 
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the consensus political view in Ireland that an independent, international judicial review of all 
the relevant documents is required to establish the full facts of the Dublin-Monaghan atroci-
ties.  I have also advised that the absence of a response from the British Government is of deep 
concern to the Government and indeed this House, and I have emphasised the urgent need for 
such a response.

The Government will continue to engage with the British Government on the request in 
relation to the Dublin-Monaghan bombings, and pursue all possible avenues that could achieve 
progress on this issue, consistent with the request made by this House.

15/05/2018WRE04400Middle East Issues

15/05/2018WRE04500114. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will be raising concerns regarding the withdrawal of the USA from the Iran nuclear 
deal at the next EU Council meeting; and if he has spoken to other EU leaders regarding same 
since the withdrawal. [21060/18]

15/05/2018WRE04600115. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the decision of the United States of America to withdraw from the Iran nuclear 
accord and the wider implications for the Middle East; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21426/18]

15/05/2018WRE04700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 114 and 115 together. 

I issued the following public statement on 8 May in response to the decision of the United 
States Government:

“I am greatly disappointed by the US announcement that it is withdrawing from the nuclear 
agreement with Iran (the JCPOA).  Ireland and our EU partners, and a very broad spectrum of 
international opinion have made clear that we believe the JCPOA was a significant diplomatic 
achievement, and that all parties to it should implement it in full.

“We share many of the concerns which the US has expressed about other aspects of Iranian 
policy, but the way to address these is not to move away from the one area where significant 
positive progress has been made.  That remains our view, and I hope that the United States will 
reconsider this decision.

“I hope that all other parties to the agreement, including Iran but also the EU and others, 
will continue to implement the agreement.  The Middle East, and the world, are safer and more 
stable with this agreement in operation.”

Similar statements were issued by the European Union, and by other partners.  In recent 
days, I have discussed these developments with my French counterpart, during his visit to 
Dublin.

The possibility and implications of US withdrawal from the nuclear agreement had been 
discussed at each of the most recent meetings of the Foreign Affairs Council, and I have no 
doubt will be discussed at the next Council on 28 May.  Ministers will need to discuss the pros-
pects for continued implementation of the agreement, which all of the other parties to it have 
said they hope to do. Ireland will fully support that objective.
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15/05/2018WRE04900Middle East Issues

15/05/2018WRE05000116. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the international community continues to take interest in the Israeli-
Palestine situation with particular reference to the need for the continued pursuit of peace initia-
tives and access to support for those homeless as a result of war; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21457/18]

15/05/2018WRE05100117. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which he and his EU colleagues continue to monitor the situation in Gaza 
and the West Bank; if meetings have taken place or are likely to take place between the Israeli 
and Palestinian representatives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21458/18]

15/05/2018WRE05200121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which the situation in Gaza and the West Bank continues to be monitored 
by international interests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21462/18]

15/05/2018WRE05300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 116, 117 and 121 together.

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict continues to be a high priority both for the European Union 
and for me personally.  It has been discussed at many recent meetings of the Foreign Affairs 
Council, and EU Ministers discussed the issue with Prime Minister Netanyahu in the margins 
of the December 2017 Foreign Affairs Council, and with President Abbas in the margin of the 
January 2018 Council.

At present, prospects for a re-start of negotiations centre on the proposals being developed 
by the United States.  I have engaged with the US Middle East team to encourage this initiative, 
and to highlight some of the key issues which it will have to address, if it is to be successful.  
I have encouraged my EU colleagues to take a similar approach. Unfortunately however, the 
US opening of its Embassy in Jerusalem makes bringing the relevant parties together around a 
peace initiative more difficult.  I have conveyed this view to both US and Israeli interlocutors.

I am also aware of the need to support Palestinians affected by this long-running conflict, 
not just in Gaza and the West Bank, but throughout the region, where agencies such as UNRWA 
do vital work.  To date in 2018, Ireland has provided €4.25 million for UNRWA’s Programme 
Budget, which supports services and assistance to some 5 million registered Palestine refugees, 
including in Gaza. 

I have paid particular attention in my work to the problems of Gaza, seeking both to main-
tain international focus on the issue and to work on solutions to change the dynamic there and to 
begin to improve conditions.  The appalling events of yesterday and recent weeks, which have 
seen very significant numbers killed or injured along Gaza’s borders, underlines the urgency of 
these efforts.

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict will continue to be a focus of my work, and I hope to visit 
the region again next month.

15/05/2018WRF00300Middle East Issues

15/05/2018WRF00400118. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of Palestinian prisoners including children held in Israeli prisons; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21459/18]



15 May 2015

51

15/05/2018WRF00500120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of prisoners held in Israeli prisons that are members of groups (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21461/18]

15/05/2018WRF00600127. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of Palestinian prisoners detained in Israeli prison camps; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21471/18]

15/05/2018WRF00700128. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of Israeli citizens detained in Palestinian prison camps; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21472/18]

15/05/2018WRF00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 118, 120, 127 and 128 together.

Issues relating to prisoners, both the judicial system and conditions of detention, feature in 
many discussions about the Middle East Peace Process, and I have addressed them frequently 
in the Dáil.

My Department and I have also worked to highlight these issues internationally.  For ex-
ample, as part of the UN Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review of Israel earlier this 
year, Ireland raised concerns about Israel’s extensive use of administrative detention without 
formal charge.  I also raised concerns about the detention of minors directly with the Israeli 
authorities when I visited the country in January. 

However, my Department does not have the capacity to keep track of the total numbers or 
categories of prisoners in other jurisdictions, figures which are likely to change from day to day, 
and which may not be publicly available.  I believe Israeli and Palestinian NGOs sometimes 
provide estimates of such figures in their reports.

15/05/2018WRF00900Middle East Issues

15/05/2018WRF01000119. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which reconstruction or improvement works in Gaza are being hampered by 
the Israeli authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21460/18]

15/05/2018WRF01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): All 
construction work in Gaza is severely hampered by Israeli restrictions on types and quantities 
of materials that are allowed into the Strip.  This includes reconstruction of war damaged build-
ings, including large numbers of houses, and construction of essential infrastructure, such as 
badly needed water, sewage and electricity utilities.  Even those projects which are approved 
are subject to delays, and additional costs, due to the restrictions.

In my contacts in the region I have discussed a number of possible projects to improve con-
ditions in Gaza, with Israeli and Palestinian leaders and others.  An easing of restrictions im-
posed by Israel would be essential elements of these. I will continue to take this work forward.

Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 118.

Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 116.



Questions - Written Answers

52

15/05/2018WRF01400Western Balkans Issues

15/05/2018WRF01500122. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the European Union continues to foster good relations with the coun-
tries in the western Balkans with particular reference to the need for applicant countries to com-
ply with the acquis communautaire; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21463/18]

15/05/2018WRF01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
European Union continues to work closely with the countries of the Western Balkans to en-
courage progress on their European path.  The stability of the Western Balkans is important for 
the security of the EU and the region is a priority for the Bulgarian Presidency.  A Strategy for 
the Western Balkans was published in February, and the Taoiseach will attend an EU-Western 
Balkans Summit in Sofia on 17 May where the main focus of discussion will be connectivity, 
which is essential for the future development of the countries of the region.

The countries of the Western Balkans have a European perspective, but reforms are required 
across a wide range of areas, particularly in the rule of law and fundamental freedoms, to reach 
the high standards set out in the chapters of the acquis communautaire.

Two of the countries of the Western Balkans have opened formal accession negotiations 
with the European Union: Montenegro and Serbia.  Thirty chapters (out of a total of 35) have 
been opened with Montenegro; of these three have already been provisionally closed.  Twelve 
chapters have been opened with Serbia and two have been provisionally closed. 

The European Commission published country reports on each of the countries of the West-
ern Balkans in April.  These reports detail the ‘state of play’, assess progress made and make 
recommendations for future action, and will form the basis for a discussion by Ministers at the 
General Affairs Council in June. 

The EU endeavours to foster good relations in all of its engagement with the Western Bal-
kans, through the provision of pre-accession funding, by facilitating the Belgrade-Pristina dia-
logue and in its intense engagement with the candidate countries which have a ‘European Per-
spective’ but which have not yet opened formal negotiations, namely Albania and Macedonia, 
as well as the potential candidate countries of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo. 

Ireland is a strong supporter of the enlargement policy of the EU, believing that the acces-
sion process is a transformative driver for peace and stability.  We also believe that there can be 
no shortcuts to membership, and that all standards and conditions must be met.

15/05/2018WRF01700Good Friday Agreement

15/05/2018WRF01800123. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he continues to pursue the issue of the Good Friday and subsequent 
agreements and the return of the Northern Assembly with a view to ensuring insofar as is pos-
sible that a government structure exists in Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21464/18]

15/05/2018WRF01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Good Friday Agreement is the indispensable framework for providing stable, inclusive, power-
sharing government for all the people of Northern Ireland and for sustaining our interlocking re-
lationships – within Northern Ireland, on the island of Ireland and between the UK and Ireland.

Over the course of many months, the Irish and British Governments, as co-guarantors of 
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the Good Friday Agreement, have worked tirelessly to support and facilitate the parties in their 
efforts to form an Executive.

The devolved, power-sharing institutions are at the heart of the Good Friday Agreement and 
are the best means for achieving accountable, representative decision-making for all the people 
of Northern Ireland.

Unfortunately, to date, it has not proved possible to reach an agreement on the formation of 
an Executive, despite intensive engagement.  In light of this, the Government has been working 
with the British Government to consider means by which we can support the political process, 
in accordance with the Agreement, in the period ahead.

The Taoiseach has spoken with Prime Minister May and emphasised the Government’s full 
commitment to the Good Friday Agreement, and our continuing determination to secure the ef-
fective operation of all of its institutions.

I am in very regular contact with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Karen Bradley, 
as we seek a way beyond the current impasse.  I met with Secretary of State Bradley on 3 May 
and we spoke further by phone last week, on 9 May.  Over the last few weeks, the Secretary of 
State and I have each been conducting a round of contacts with the Northern Ireland political 
parties, to hear their views on how at this stage the two Governments can support the political 
process, in accordance with the Agreement.  All parties have re-affirmed their commitment to 
operating the devolved institutions and provided views on their key concerns and issues to be 
addressed in seeking a way forward. 

In light of these consultations, the Secretary of State and I will consider how best the two 
Governments, as co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement, can chart a way forward that 
will give the best prospects for getting the devolved institutions operating again without delay.  
I will continue to engage intensively, working with Secretary of State Bradley and the leaders 
of all of the political parties, until that is achieved.  

15/05/2018WRF02000Brexit Issues

15/05/2018WRF02100124. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which he continues to pursue the vital national objectives of Ireland in the 
context of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21465/18]

15/05/2018WRF02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Fol-
lowing on from the March European Council, the EU and UK agreed to five additional formal 
rounds of negotiations between April and the next European Council in June.  These negotia-
tions are focused on all outstanding issues in the draft Withdrawal Agreement, including the 
Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland, as well as the future relationship.

The UK has agreed that a backstop solution for the border will form part of the legal text of 
the Withdrawal Agreement, in line with paragraph 49 of the Joint Progress Report agreed last 
December.  The UK has also agreed that all the issues identified in the EU draft of the Protocol 
will be addressed to deliver a legally sound solution for the border.

Prime Minister May confirmed this in her letter to President Tusk of 19 March, in addition 
to reiterating the UK’s commitment last December to protect the Good Friday Agreement in all 
its parts and the gains of the peace process, including the overarching guarantee on avoiding a 
hard border. 
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The Government has always maintained that the backstop will apply unless and until an-
other solution is found.  While we share Prime Minister May’s preference to resolve these is-
sues through the wider agreement on the EU’s future relationship with the UK, it is crucial that 
we have certainty in all scenarios on the commitments already made on Ireland and Northern 
Ireland. 

It is also the case that the UK’s repeatedly stated positions, including its wish to leave the 
Single Market and the Customs Union, limit the depth of the future partnership and have conse-
quences for the ability of the EU-UK future relationship agreement to deliver on all the commit-
ments and guarantees provided by the UK with regard to protecting North South cooperation, 
the all island economy and the Good Friday Agreement, including avoiding a hard border. 

Negotiations are ongoing, including detailed discussions between the EU and the UK on 
issues relating to Ireland and Northern Ireland.  Significantly more progress is needed on agree-
ing the Protocol, including the backstop on avoiding a hard border, ahead of the June European 
Council.

The EU has always made clear that “nothing is agreed until everything is agreed” and that 
negotiations can only progress as long as all commitments undertaken so far are respected 
in full.  The European Council is therefore continuing to follow the negotiations closely and 
will return in particular to the remaining withdrawal issues, including the Protocol, and to the 
framework for the future relationship at its next meeting in June.  It is essential that real and 
substantial progress be made by the June European Council meeting.

The objective of the negotiators is that the full legal text of the Withdrawal Agreement, and 
a detailed political declaration on the framework for the future relationship, should be con-
cluded by the October European Council. This limited timeframe underlines the urgency of the 
work ahead in the coming weeks.

15/05/2018WRF02300Humanitarian Aid

15/05/2018WRF02400125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which humanitarian aid from Ireland and other EU countries continues to be 
monitored to ensure that such aid goes directly to the areas or persons to which it was intended; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21469/18]

15/05/2018WRF02500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): Ireland’s humanitarian assistance targets the most vulnerable and hard to reach popu-
lations experiencing disasters and emergencies.  Humanitarian crises worldwide are monitored, 
with decisions on funding informed by an annual categorisation of need assessment.  This 
identifies the highest priorities for the allocation of humanitarian resources and highlights areas 
where early funding is required.  This helps ensure that aid goes where needs are greatest.  Ire-
land focuses in particular on forgotten and underfunded crises, providing assistance where oth-
ers are not.  Monitoring of Ireland’s humanitarian assistance is undertaken through robust grant 
management and report appraisal processes, including monitoring visits to programmes being 
implemented by our partner organisations in crisis countries, where the humanitarian situation 
on the ground allows.  This year, monitoring visits have taken place to programmes in Somalia, 
Cameroon and Tanzania, with further visits planned in 2018.

Ireland also advocates strongly within the EU for humanitarian aid to be provided to those 
that are most vulnerable, as well as for EU aid to be managed in the most effective and effi-
cient way possible so that it has the maximum effect.  Correct implementation of humanitarian 
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aid managed by the EU is ensured by several layers of checks and monitoring, also including 
regular field visits to projects.  Regular evaluations are undertaken, focusing on major country 
operations, partners and thematic issues. The results of these evaluations are publicly available.

In 2018, Ireland will continue to monitor the humanitarian situation worldwide closely in 
order to ensure that humanitarian support is provided to the most severe ongoing crises and to 
those in most need. We will also react to sudden-onset crises or sudden spikes in humanitarian 
need due to conflict or natural disasters, while remaining committed to providing assistance to 
crises that are forgotten by others.  Thus far this year Ireland has provided over €16 million to 
the Syria humanitarian response, over €4 million to the response for the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and €4 million to the Yemen response.  Substantial support has also been provided to 
Somalia, the Central African Republic and Sudan, amongst other situations.  Looking forward, 
it is clear that the ongoing Rohingya crisis and ongoing food insecurity in the Sahel and in the 
Lake Chad basin will also require our continued assistance in 2018.  We believe that it is not 
only the quantity of assistance but the quality of it that is critical, and will continue to advocate 
at the EU and other fora on improving the effectiveness of humanitarian assistance, including 
through using innovative funding mechanisms.  Ireland will also continue to work to ensure that 
Irish and EU assistance reaches those in greatest need in the most efficient and effective way 
possible, with robust monitoring mechanisms in place to ensure this.

15/05/2018WRF02600Foreign Policy

15/05/2018WRF02700126. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the ten major trouble spots globally; the extent to which Ireland and the EU continue to 
assist in such situations; the progress achieved to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21470/18]

15/05/2018WRF02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Con-
siderable ongoing efforts are being made by Ireland and our EU partners to resolve, and where 
possible prevent, conflicts using all the available instruments to foster constructive dialogue 
and to encourage peaceful, negotiated solutions to political differences.  There is no general 
agreement however on the situations which give rise to the greatest concern globally.

Ireland’s approach to engaging with global challenges is set out in The Global Island: Ire-
land’s Foreign Policy for a Changing World.  We work to achieve a fairer, more just, more se-
cure and more sustainable world through our development and conflict resolution programmes; 
our human rights, peacekeeping, disarmament and security policies; and growing engagement 
with emerging global issues including climate change.  The Global Island also sets out how 
Ireland’s voice and influence can be amplified through engagement with the EU and the UN.

The EU’s Global Strategy sets out a vision for foreign and security policy.  The Strategy 
commits the European Union to promoting peace, prosperity, democracy and the rule of law 
around the world.  This includes efforts to strengthen global governance and cooperative re-
gional orders.  For these purposes, the EU is implementing an integrated approach to conflicts 
and crises drawing on the full array of available instruments including political and diplomatic 
activities; economic development assistance and trade policies; capacity building for rule of 
law as well as peace-keeping.  Implementation of the Global Strategy is ongoing and is dis-
cussed regularly by Ministers at the EU Foreign Affairs Council. 

Question No. 127 answered with Question No. 118.

Question No. 128 answered with Question No. 118.
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15/05/2018WRF03100EU Issues

15/05/2018WRF03200129. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which it is planned to ensure that Ireland’s position as a member of the EU is 
not diminished in the course of Brexit related discussions or EU generated reviews of taxation 
or other structural reviews; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21473/18]

15/05/2018WRF03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): En-
gagement on Brexit with EU partners is a central element of my work.  This approach has 
yielded clear results in ensuring that Ireland’s unique issues and concerns have been fully un-
derstood by our EU27 partners and have been reflected in the EU’s negotiating position.  As 
the negotiations enter an important phase over the coming weeks and months, continuing such 
engagement with EU partners, both at political and official level, will remain a key priority.

In my meetings with EU partners to date, I have laid particular emphasis on Ireland’s ob-
jective of protecting the gains of the peace process and avoiding a hard border on the island of 
Ireland.  In so doing, I have been equally clear that we will only pursue solutions that are com-
patible with our aim of protecting the integrity of the Single Market and Ireland’s place in it.

We have made clear to EU partners, to third countries, and to business and civil society, that 
Ireland’s place is at the heart of the European Union.  Moreover, the Irish people are strongly 
committed to EU membership as has been shown in numerous opinion polls over many years.  
The results of the EMI-Red C Poll published on 8 May showed that the support in Ireland for 
continued membership of the EU is higher than ever at 92%.  It is imperative that we use our 
influence to shape the future direction of the European Union. Each Member State, Ireland 
included, will be bringing its own contributions to the debate.  The strong feedback from the 
citizens’ dialogues we have been conducting across the country is that the Irish people see their 
future in Europe and Ireland at the heart of it.  We will continue to work closely with partners 
to advance and defend Ireland’s interests across the range of policy areas, including taxation.

We have undertaken extensive analysis of the consequences of Brexit and our unequivocal 
conclusion is that our future interests are best served by remaining a fully committed member 
of the European Union, notwithstanding the UK’s departure. 

I will continue to deliver this message in my engagements in the coming weeks.

15/05/2018WRF03400Human Rights

15/05/2018WRF03500130. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which child soldiers continue to be used in various war situations throughout 
Africa; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21474/18]

15/05/2018WRF03600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The recruitment and use of child soldiers during conflict remains a serious problem 
globally, including in Africa.  Tens of thousands of children are recruited and used as soldiers 
in conflicts around the world. Since 2002, the Secretary-General of the United Nations has is-
sued an annual report on children and armed conflict which lists all armed groups – both state 
and non-state – that recruit and use children.  The most recent report, published in August 
2017, cites groups operating in eight African countries; namely the Central African Republic, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Nigeria and Mali. In 
2016, the recruitment and use of children documented in Somalia more than doubled compared 
with 2015. In South Sudan, 1,022 children were recruited and used as child soldiers.
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The recruitment and use of children as soldiers is explicitly prohibited under international 
humanitarian law and human rights law. In 1999, the UN Security Council passed its first Reso-
lution, UNSCR 1261, on the impact of armed conflict on children and condemned violations 
in that context.  In the same year, the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 
entered into force. Article 22 of the Charter sets out a prohibition on the recruitment and direct 
participation in hostilities of any person under the age of 18 years.

Ever since, the Security Council has established important tools to strengthen child protec-
tion and to strengthen implementation of international standards, including the position of UN 
Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict who investigates and develops best 
practices to address the recruitment and use of child soldiers. 

Ireland’s commitment to the eradication of the recruitment and use of child soldiers is high-
lighted in our Policy for International Development, ‘One World, One Future’.  In addition to 
the focus in our development programme on addressing the socio-economic causes which can 
lead to conflict, and the recruitment of child soldiers, Ireland also supports more targeted inter-
ventions by working with organizations such as UNICEF, the Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights and institutions such as the International Criminal Court. 

15/05/2018WRF03700EU Issues

15/05/2018WRF03800131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which efforts are ongoing within the European Union to address the issue of 
Euroscepticism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21475/18]

15/05/2018WRF03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Euros-
cepticism is not new but in recent years it has become more vocal. In the Rome Declaration of 
March last year, EU Heads of State and Government pledged ‘to listen and respond to the con-
cerns expressed by our citizens’ and to “address the challenges of a rapidly changing world.”

Having gone through a series of crises in recent years, including the Eurozone crisis, terror 
attacks, migration and Brexit, the EU is now moving in a more positive direction characterised 
by economic growth across all member states. To maintain this impetus we need to ensure that 
the EU is delivering practical improvements to the lives of citizens through policies to promote 
jobs and growth and by addressing internal and external challenges such as migration and inter-
national terrorism. Completion of the single market and Digital Single Market – which Ireland 
has been pushing – are two ways of doing that.   

The public launch of the Citizens’ Dialogue on the Future of Europe by the Taoiseach in 
November marked the formal start of a process designed to engage the Irish public directly in 
a debate on the kind of Europe they want to see evolve.  The aim of this process, which culmi-
nated in the National Citizens’ Dialogue on 9 May, has been to raise awareness of the issues 
involved and to encourage participation in the debate.  We have been impressed by the level 
of engagement at all of the events, and will use this engagement process to formulate Ireland’s 
contribution to the wider European debate and specifically to President Tusk’s Leaders’ Agen-
da.  Similar public outreach initiatives to engage citizens are taking place in many countries 
across the EU.

Engaging meaningfully with citizens across the Union; listening and responding to their 
concerns is the best means of ensuring support for our work on EU issues. 
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15/05/2018WRF04000Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

15/05/2018WRF04100132. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) 
that holds a primary medical certificate will be permitted to sell their car and buy a second 
hand automatic whilst retaining existing benefits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20815/18]

15/05/2018WRF04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the per-
son in question should make a new application for relief under the Disabled Drivers and Dis-
abled Passengers scheme, in respect of the purchase and adaptation of the second hand vehicle. 
Once the application is processed, the benefits on the previous car will cease and become avail-
able in respect of the newly acquired vehicle.

To advance matters the person should submit an online application in respect of the vehicle 
through Revenue’s myAccount service at www.revenue.ie. Alternatively, a completed applica-
tion Form DD1 can be posted to Revenue’s Central Repayments Office, M:TEK II Building, 
Armagh Road, Monaghan. 

15/05/2018WRF04300State Claims Agency

15/05/2018WRF04400133. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance further to information pro-
vided (details supplied), if he will provide minutes of meetings to consider reports among he 
and his officials and minutes of meetings between officials of his Department and other Depart-
ments and agencies including the State Claims Agency; if the reports provided on a quarterly 
basis made reference to cases relating to the cervical screening crisis namely cases; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20837/18]

15/05/2018WRF04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The NTMA (Amendment) Act 2000, 
which established the SCA, provides for the SCA to deal directly with the bodies which are del-
egated to it for claims management on behalf of the relevant Minister. The relevant Minister’s 
role and responsibilities must be respected while claims which arise are being managed. As my 
Department does not have a role in the day-to-day handling of medical negligence cases, my 
Department had no meetings with the SCA on these matters.  

Arising from a Government Decision in 2007, the State Claims Agency submits to the De-
partment of Finance a report containing important and sensitive cases being managed by the 
Agency on a quarterly basis.   As the responsible Minister for the NTMA, I bring this report to 
Government at the first available opportunity following the ending of the quarter as part of a 
Memorandum for Information. That Memorandum does not include medical negligence cases 
primarily because of the large number of such individual cases, most of which are inherently 
sensitive.

15/05/2018WRF04600Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRF04700134. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Finance the value of contracts for goods or 
services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20853/18]

15/05/2018WRF04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The value of contracts for goods and 
services incurred by my department in relation to HP Inc; HP Enterprise; and DXC Technol-
ogy are set out in the table below. In 2010 my department paid €11,516.15 to Hewlett-Packard 
Enterprises to provide hardware and software support services of a backup and recovery solu-
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tion for the Department’s files and systems. All remaining payments are made in regards of our 
PMG Banking System.  

2018   
YTD

2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010

DXC   Technology (Global EntServ Solutions Ireland Ltd)  €13,837.50 €55,350.00

Hewlett-Packard   Enterprise Irl Ltd €99,
660.75

€64,
153.10

€110,
185.86

€76,155.44 €65,085.44 €64,027.16 €108,229.03

15/05/2018WRG00200Tax Reliefs Availability

15/05/2018WRG00300135. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number and cost of a tax 
scheme in place to attract skilled workers from abroad; his plans to review or extend these 
schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20960/18]

15/05/2018WRG00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that the deputy is referring to 
the Special Assignee Relief Programme (SARP), which is provided for in section 825C Taxes 
Consolidation Act 1997. 

SARP allows income tax relief on a portion of income earned by an employee who is as-
signed by his or her employer to work in the State for that employer or for an associated em-
ployer. The relief can generally be claimed for a maximum period of five consecutive years, 
commencing with the year of first entitlement. 

The aim of SARP is to reduce the cost to employers of assigning skilled individuals already 
employed by their companies from abroad to take up positions in the Irish based operations of 
the employer or an associated company, thereby facilitating the creation of jobs and the devel-
opment and expansion of business in Ireland.  The intention is that the recipients of SARP relief 
will assist with the establishment of additional functions for their employers in Ireland and, due 
to a transfer of skills, these functions will be able to operate without the assistance of SARP af-
ter a period. SARP is limited to existing overseas employees of companies and is not available 
to newly-recruited individuals.

I am advised by Revenue that for each of the years 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 (the most 
recent year for which figures are available) the following table sets out the number of persons 
who availed of SARP and the amounts claimed:

Year   Claimants   Total Claimed €,000   
2012 11 100
2013 121 1,900
2014 302 5,900
2015 586 9,500

As part of my department’s review of SARP in 2014, proposals to include non-resident 
recruits rather than restricting it to employees moving within an organisation were considered. 
However, the review found that to apply SARP to such hirees could result in individuals from 
outside the State being cheaper to employ than Irish residents, thereby resulting in the potential 
displacement of employment for Irish residents in favour of non-resident job-seekers. 

The relief will close to new entrants at the end of 2020 and the question of any extension of 
the scheme beyond 2020 is a matter that I will consider closer to the time.

Finally, comprehensive guidance notes on this relief can be found on the Revenue website 
using the following link - Tax and Duty Manual 34-00-10.   I am also advised by Revenue that 
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detailed reports regarding the Special Assignee Relief Programme (SARP) are published on the 
Revenue Commissioners’ webpage located at:

www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/research/statistical-reports/spe-
cial-asignee-relief-programme.aspx.

These reports provide information on the conditions, eligibility and the calculation of the 
relief and statistics covering the uptake of the relief and the cost to the Exchequer up from 2012 
to 2015. 

15/05/2018WRG00500Tax Code

15/05/2018WRG00600136. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the Rev-
enue Commissioners guidance in 2017 on the taxation of temporary foreign workers is unclear 
or in need of revision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20961/18]

15/05/2018WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume the Deputy is referring to Tax 
and Duty Manual 42.4.65 which Revenue issued on 17 April 2018.  I am advised by Revenue 
that its recent updating of guidance on the tax position of foreign assignees followed extensive 
consultation by Revenue with practitioner representatives.  This included detailed discussions 
in early March on draft text which had been circulated for comment to the practitioner repre-
sentatives in December 2017.  

In its latest guidance, I am advised that Revenue has significantly reduced the burden for 
employers.  In particular, this has been achieved by: 

-  in the case of assignees from a country with which Ireland has a double taxation agree-
ment (DTA), the extension of the previous workday test for ‘automatic release’ from the obliga-
tion to operate PAYE from 30 days to 60 days,

-  the introduction of a new two year test, rather than a more restrictive one year test,  

-  retention of the 30 day test for non-DTA assignees and its extension to cover a two year 
period, and 

-  the guidance providing greater clarity for employers and practitioners.

There has been no change in the requirement for employers to track the number of days 
worked in Ireland by their foreign assignees.  However, the 21 day deadline for employers 
to apply to Revenue for release from the obligation to operate PAYE has been extended to 30 
days.  This will facilitate a more practical approach by employers.  At the request of practitioner 
representatives, numerous new examples of the practical operation of the guidance have been 
provided in the Manual.  

I am further advised by Revenue that an individual’s liability to income tax and an em-
ployer’s obligation to operate PAYE are two separate issues.  Under the terms of Revenue’s 
guidance, and where it is appropriate, Revenue will release an employer from the obligation to 
operate the PAYE system in circumstances where the assignee will not have a tax liability in the 
State in respect of his or her employment income.

15/05/2018WRG00800Banking Sector Investigations
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15/05/2018WRG00900137. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the complaints process 
of a bank (details supplied) involves independent persons not employed by the bank; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21049/18]

15/05/2018WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is a matter for the Central Bank to 
oversee the operation of regulated financial service providers in Ireland. That said, in an effort 
to assist the Deputy, I have contacted Ulster Bank about its complaints process in relation to 
Global Restructuring Group.  

Ulster Bank have confirmed that following on from the UK Financial Conduct Authority’s 
(FCA) appointment of a Skilled Person to undertake a review, Royal Bank of Scotland in an 
agreement with the FCA, announced two measures in November 2016:

-  a GRG complaints process, overseen by an Independent Third Party (ITP) - Sir William 
Blackburne, a retired UK High Court Judge, and

- a voluntary automatic refund of complex fees paid by customers in GRG during the period 
between 2008 and 2013

 Ulster Bank Ireland DAC has voluntarily fully participated in this process.

15/05/2018WRG01100State Claims Agency

15/05/2018WRG01200138. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance the financial information held by 
the State Claims Agency (details supplied) in each of the years 2012 to 2017, in tabular form. 
[21074/18]

15/05/2018WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It was not possible for the State Claims 
Agency to provide the information sought in the time available and, therefore, I will make ar-
rangements to provide the information in line with Standing Orders.

15/05/2018WRG01400Budget Consultation Process

15/05/2018WRG01500139. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the €400 million earmarked 
for demographic change he specified at the Oireachtas Select Committee on Budgetary Over-
sight on 18 April 2018 was included in the calculations for the fiscal space already published; if 
it represents additional demographic pressures since budget 2018 and reduces the €3.2 billion 
of fiscal space forecast to be available for budget 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21132/18]

15/05/2018WRG01600140. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the €400 million allocated 
to public sector pay he specified at the Oireachtas Select Committee on Budgetary Oversight 
on 18 April 2018 was included in the calculations for the fiscal space already published; if it 
represents additional public pay agreements since budget 2018 and reduces the €3.2 billion of 
fiscal space forecast to be available for budget 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21133/18]

15/05/2018WRG01700141. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the €300 million earmarked 
for carryover spending he specified at the Oireachtas Select Committee on Budgetary Over-
sight on 18 April 2018 was included in the calculations for the fiscal space already published; 
if it represents additional carryover since budget 2018 and reduces the €3.2 billion of fiscal 
space forecast to be available for budget 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[21135/18]

15/05/2018WRG01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 139 
to 141, inclusive, together.

Table 3 on page 22 of the Summer Economic Statement (SES) 2017 set out an indicative 
amount of €3.2 billion, based on the parameters available at that time, in respect of the estimate 
of net fiscal space for 2019.

In arriving at the net amount the fiscal space impact of certain pre-committed voted ex-
penditure was deducted from gross fiscal space.  The nominal amounts relating to these pre-
commitments were set out in Table 1.3 on page 9 of the Mid-Year Expenditure Report (MYER) 
2017, with €0.4 billion for demographics.

In relation to current expenditure there are pre-commitments that arose after the SES of €0.7 
billion that would need to be funded from the current expenditure fiscal space amount or from 
savings/reprioritisations. 

There is a cost of €0.4 billion arising in 2019 from the Public Services Stability Agreement.  
This amount was not included as pre-committed expenditure in the SES or the MYER as the 
agreement at that stage was subject to ratification by the membership of the Public Service 
Unions and Staff Associations.

In addition, as outlined in the Expenditure Report 2018, there was a cost estimated, at that 
time, of €0.2 billion in respect of the carryover impact of certain Budget 2018 measures that 
would need to be met from the available resources for 2019 or from savings/reprioritisation.  
The current estimate of the carryover impact into 2019 is €0.3 billion.  This estimated carryover 
impact will be reviewed in the context of this year’s MYER to take account of expenditure de-
velopments during the first half of this year.

The Stability Programme Update (April) 2018 provides for an increase of €2.8 billion in 
Voted Expenditure, including pre-committed expenditure of €2.6 billion for next year.  This 
pre-committed expenditure was composed of:

-  €1.5 billion (National Development Plan - capital related)

-  €0.4 billion (to provide for the public sector pay agreement)

-  €0.4 billion (to provide for demographics)

-  €0.3 billion (to provide for the carryover costs next year of measures introduced in the 
budget for this year).

After providing for the increase of €2.8 billion in Voted Expenditure there is a deficit of 0.1 
per cent of GDP projected for next year.

The available parameters will become clearer in the next couple of weeks (the Commission 
recently published its spring forecasts and these are an important input). 

I note that the IMF, in its press briefing on the conclusion of the 2018 Article IV mission, 
have stated that the focus on fiscal space is not helpful and a good stance on fiscal policy is 
needed.

To that end, as I have stated on numerous occasions, the Government will formulate bud-
getary policy based on what is right for the economy and not what is legally permissible. The 
Government will not adopt pro-cyclical policies that jeopardise the sustainability of our public 



15 May 2015

63

finances and our future living standards.

15/05/2018WRG02100National Development Plan Expenditure

15/05/2018WRG02200142. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the impact on fiscal space of 
the National Development Plan 2018-2027 by year in each of the next five years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21138/18]

15/05/2018WRG02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Forecasts beyond 2021 have not been 
compiled or published by my Department. 

There is no impact resulting from the National Development Plan (NDP) in 2018.  The im-
pact for 2019 - 2021 was set out in my response to PQ number 160 on 27 February 2018 and is 
reproduced here for the Deputy’s convenience.

The specific impact of the NDP out to 2021 on the Exchequer Borrowing Requirement 
(EBR), based on certain assumptions, is set out below.

The NDP announced four new funds that will begin operating from 2019.  These are the 
Rural, Urban, Innovation and Climate Action Funds. The funds will be partly covered by an 
unallocated capital reserve in the first instance, leaving an additional cost, which will both pre-
commit unallocated available resources and worsen the EBR.

The net nominal EBR increase resulting from the three funds is set out in the last row of the 
following table:

New Funds, € - millions 2019 2020 2021
Rural                     55 80 80
Urban                  100 120 150
Innovation             20 30 40
TOTAL                175 230 270
Less Capital Reserve -98 -136 -94
Net Increase 77 94 176

As the Climate Action Fund, set out in the following table, will be funded from the National 
Oil Reserves Agency (NORA) levy, it will have no impact on Voted Expenditure or the EBR.

€ - millions 2019 2020 2021
Climate Action Fund 20 30 40

In calculating the impact under the Expenditure Benchmark, it is assumed that both the 
Urban and Rural Funds will be recorded as gross fixed capital formation (i.e. subject to ‘capital 
smoothing’ over four years) and that the Innovation and Climate Action Funds will be treated 
as capital grants (i.e. not smoothed). A further assumption is that the funding from the capital 
reserve will offset the Rural and Urban Funds.

Should the operation of the funds change these assumptions then the figures that follow will 
need to be amended.

The cost of the four funds is therefore:
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€ - millions 2019 2020 2021
Available resources Used 54 36 54

I would stress once again that, notwithstanding the legal position, budgetary policy will be 
formulated on the basis of what is right for the economy and pro-cyclical policies of the past 
will not be adopted.

15/05/2018WRG02400Budget Measures

15/05/2018WRG02500143. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if already published fiscal 
space figure projections include the allocation of €500 million to the rainy day fund for each of 
the next five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21139/18]

15/05/2018WRG02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In Budget 2018, I announced my inten-
tion to capitalise the Rainy Day Fund with €1.5 billion from the Ireland Strategic Investment 
Fund. 

The budgetary projections published last month in the Stability Programme Update 2018 
(Table 8) include provision for €500 million to the Rainy Day Fund for each year from 2019 to 
2021 (the end of the time horizon projected in the update).

My officials are engaged in the preparation of legislation to implement these proposals, and 
I expect to be in a position to advance this legislation in the near future.

15/05/2018WRG02700State Claims Agency Data

15/05/2018WRG02800144. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Finance the number of claims 
pending against the State Claims Agency relating to historical child sexual abuse; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21157/18]

15/05/2018WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The State Claims Agency (SCA) is part 
of the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA), which is a body under the aegis of 
the Minister for Finance. The SCA have supplied the information included in this report, and 
confirmed that it is correct as of 14th May 2018. 

This report shows the number of active claims managed by the State Claims Agency in rela-
tion to historical child sexual abuse claims as recorded on the National Incident Management 
System (NIMS).  This is hosted by the SCA for the Health Service Executive (HSE), other 
Healthcare enterprises and State Authorities.

Historical child sexual abuse claims are assumed to be claims with a date of Incident re-
corded on NIMS as 2000 or earlier.

With regard to the number of active claims against the SCA relating to historical child 
sexual abuse, please see Table 1.

Table 1: Active historical child sexual abuse claims

Location   Number of active claims   
Minister of Justice (Dept. of Justice, An Garda Síochána, Irish 
Prison Service, Courts Service)

13
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Location   Number of active claims   
Childrens Detention Schools 5
Day Schools 116
HSE 110
Residential Institutions 12
Tusla 31
Total 287
Definitions:

National Incident Management System (NIMS):   Incidents (which include claims) are 
reported using the “National Incident Management System”. This is hosted by the State Claims 
Agency (SCA) for the HSE, other Healthcare enterprises and State Authorities. An incident 
can be a harmful Incident (Adverse Event), no harm incident, near miss, dangerous occurrence 
(reportable circumstance) or complaint.

Claim  : A claim refers to notification of intention to seek compensation for personal injury 
and/or property damage where it is alleged the State was negligent. The application may be in 
the form of a letter of claim, an InjuriesBoard.ie application, or a written/oral request.

15/05/2018WRG03000State Claims Agency Data

15/05/2018WRG03100145. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Finance the number of claims 
settled by the State Claims Agency in each of the years 2008 to 2017 and to date in 2018 relat-
ing to historical child sexual abuse; the value of these settlements in each year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21158/18]

15/05/2018WRG03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The State Claims Agency (SCA) is part 
of the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA), which is a body under the aegis of 
the Minister for Finance.  The SCA have supplied the information included in this report, and 
confirmed that it is correct as of 14 May 2018. 

This report shows the number of claims finalised between 2008 to date by the SCA in re-
lation to historical child sexual abuse claims as recorded on National Incident Management 
System (NIMS). 

Historical child sexual abuse claims are assumed to be claims with a Date of Incident re-
corded on NIMS as 2000 or earlier.

With regard to the number of claims settled by the SCA in each year from 2008 to 2018, 
please see Table 1.

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

Total 
Number of 
Finalised 
Claims

 79 130 53 85 27 33 7 35 85 39 16 587 

Table 1: Finalised historical child sexual abuse claims

With regard to the value of the damages awarded in each year, please see Table 2.

2008  2009  2010  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  2017  2018* Total (€)

 Total 
(€)

 
456,250

 
889,100

 
715,500

 
229,828

 
575,000  0  30,000 221,500 45,000 653,930 0 3,816,108 



Questions - Written Answers

66

Table 2: Finalised historical child sexual abuse claims with damages awarded

In a significant number of historic abuse cases, the State has no legal liability to the Plain-
tiffs and it is not uncommon for such cases to be resolved with no damages payments being 
made by the State. This accounts for the lack of damages paid in 2013.

15/05/2018WRG03300Tax Code

15/05/2018WRG03400146. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
could be expected to be raised if intangible assets onshored between 2015 and 2018, the period 
in which there was no cap on the amount assets could be used to write off against profit were 
taxed at the current 80% cap; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21172/18]

15/05/2018WRG03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is important to note that the imposi-
tion of a cap on capital allowances for intangible assets only affects the timing of relief in the 
form of capital allowances and related interest expenses for intangible assets but would not 
affect the overall quantum of relief.  This is because any amounts restricted in one accounting 
period as a result of a cap would be available for carry forward and utilisation in a subsequent 
accounting period, subject to the application of the cap in that period.  Therefore no additional 
tax revenue would be raised in the long-term through the Deputy’s proposal.

I am advised by Revenue that in the short-term there could be a large theoretical cash-flow 
gain, tentatively estimated to be in the region of €750m, from the introduction of an 80 per cent 
cap on intangible assets onshored between 2015 and 11 October 2017.  It is important to be 
clear that such a change would not lead to more tax overall and this simply a timing matter - to 
present this as additional tax for the exchequer would not be correct.  I do not wish to repeat 
the mistakes of the past by increasing expenditure through unsustainable tax changes.  I would 
also note that this estimate is on the basis of assuming no behavioural change on the part of the 
companies involved.  Furthermore, as the Deputy will be aware, changes to tax law are gener-
ally made on a prospective basis such that they apply only from the date on which they have 
legal effect. 

The 80% cap on Capital Allowances for Intangible Assets was re-introduced in Finance Bill 
2017 for all assets onshored from 11 October 2017. 

15/05/2018WRG03600Corporation Tax Regime

15/05/2018WRG03700147. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated additional cor-
poration tax that could be expected if the bailed out banks had applied to them a 25% limit on 
losses that could be carried forward in a year and a five year absolute limit in which such losses 
could be used; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21173/18]

15/05/2018WRG03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Corporation Tax Loss Relief is provid-
ed for by Section 396 of the Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997.  It allows for losses incurred 
in the course of business to be accounted for when calculating tax liabilities.  Loss relief for 
corporation tax is a long standing feature of the Irish Corporate Tax system and is a standard 
feature of Corporation Tax systems in all OECD countries.  

Section 396C of the TCA 1997 previously restricted losses for NAMA participating institu-
tions to offset losses against 50% of taxable profits in a given year.  At the time of its introduc-
tion the Government had limited involvement in the banking system. However, by Finance Bill 
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2013, this measure was considered to have outlasted its initial purpose as, due to the substantial 
holdings that the State had by that time acquired in the banking sector (99.8% AIB and 15% of 
Bank of Ireland at the time), the restriction was deemed to be acting against the State’s interests.

Section 396C was repealed to reduce the State’s role as a ‘backstop’ provider of capital and 
to protect the existing value of the State’s equity and debt investments.  With the removal of 
Section 396C, AIB and BOI were restored to the same position as other Irish corporates includ-
ing other Irish banks which effectively levelled the playing field.

It is not possible to quantify the estimated additional corporation tax revenue from the mea-
sures referred to by the Deputy, as this would depend on the future profitability of the banks. 
Nevertheless, as I have previously stated, I do not intend to change how tax losses are currently 
taxed for Irish banks, including those that were bailed out by the State, as I believe there could 
be consequences that would make it difficult for me to fulfil other objectives in respect of the 
Irish banking system.  

There would be a material negative impact on the valuation of the States investments from 
any change in tax treatment of accumulated losses where the banks are concerned.  It is criti-
cally important to understand that the State is actually getting value today from these deferred 
tax assets through our share sales. 

Despite the scale of losses accumulated the banks are contributing to the Exchequer through 
the financial institutions levy.  To recognise the part that the banks played in the financial crisis, 
in 2013, the Government decided that the banking sector should make an annual contribution 
of approximately €150 million to the Exchequer for the period from 2014 to 2016.  In Budget 
2017, the payment of this levy was extended until 2021.  It was anticipated that the bank levy 
could be expected to raise €750 million over five years.

At Committee Stage of Finance Act 2017 I agreed that my officials will produce a report on 
the effect on limiting tax reliefs on losses carried forward for banks.  It is envisaged that this 
report will be submitted to the FinPer Committee in June 2018.

15/05/2018WRG03900VAT Exemptions

15/05/2018WRG04000148. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the way in which and when he 
will implement the budget decision to put in place a VAT refund scheme for charities; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21174/18]

15/05/2018WRG04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In line with my Budget 2018 announce-
ment, a VAT compensation scheme for charities will be introduced in 2019 in respect of VAT 
expenses incurred in 2018. Charities will be entitled to a refund of a proportion of their VAT 
costs based on the level of non-public funding they receive, from a total capped fund of €5m. 

Work on this scheme by officials of my Department and the Office of the Revenue Com-
missioners is ongoing.  While the high level principles of the scheme were published on my 
Department’s website on Budget Day, the wider parameters of the operation of the scheme need 
to be agreed, so that guidelines for charities can be published along with the Ministerial Order 
underpinning the scheme. 

Until such time as the wider parameters of the scheme have been fully agreed, and guidelines 
have been published, it is not possible to comment on the details of the final implementation.
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15/05/2018WRG04200Tax Code

15/05/2018WRG04300149. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated additional rev-
enue that would be raised by increasing the bank levy by 10 percentage points and by 10%, 
respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21175/18]

15/05/2018WRG04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In Budget 2016, the Minister for Fi-
nance committed to extending the bank levy (a form of stamp duty paid by financial institu-
tions) until 2021, subject to a review of the calculation methodology.  This took place during 
2016, including a public consultation to ascertain the views of stakeholders.  Following on from 
this, it was decided to retain the existing DIRT-based calculation methodology, but to update 
the base year and corresponding levy rate, in order to protect the €150 million annual yield.  
Minister Noonan committed to the introduction of a rolling two-year series of base years which 
will introduce a new base year of 2017 for calculating the levy in 2019 and 2020, and a new 
base year of 2019 for calculating the levy in 2021.  The levy rate may require updating when 
the base year changes to protect the €150 million annual yield.  

The current rate is 59% of the amount paid in DIRT by accounts within each institution in 
2015. 

Increasing the current rate by 10 percentage points would give a rate of 69%.  If everything 
else was held equal, a rate of 69% would give an approximate yield of €175 million. 

Increasing the current rate by 10% would give a rate of 64.9%.  If everything else was held 
equal, a rate of 64.9% would give an approximate yield of €165 million. 

15/05/2018WRG04500Financial Services Regulation

15/05/2018WRG04600150. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated saving that 
would accrue from moving the entire cost of regulation of the financial sector onto the industry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21176/18]

15/05/2018WRG04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank’s total funding re-
quirement for financial regulation activity is determined on an annual basis by the resources 
required to discharge its legal responsibilities under domestic and EU law.  Section 32D and 
32E of the Central Bank Act 1942, as amended, provide that the Central Bank Commission may 
make regulations relating to the imposition of levies and fees on the financial services sector in 
respect of the recoupment of the costs of financial regulation. 

As it stands, the financial services industry currently funds 65% of the costs incurred by the 
Central Bank for financial regulation, with certain exceptions including the banks which had 
participated in the Eligible Liabilities Guarantee (ELG) Scheme, namely AIB, Bank of Ireland 
and Permanent TSB, which are required to fund 100% of the Central Bank’s regulatory costs. 
Credit Unions currently contribute approximately 8% to the cost of their regulation.

The industry funding levies currently recoup 65% of the costs of financial regulation from 
industry (with certain sectoral exceptions).  This means that the subvention from the Central 
Bank amounts to approximately 35% of the total cost. What this translates to in monetary terms 
will be determined by the resources required by the Bank to discharge its legal responsibilities 
during a given year. 

The total cost of financial regulation in 2017 was approximately €171 million; industry 
levies were approximately €95 million with the remainder funded by way of subvention by 
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the Bank. Therefore in the order of €76 million of the Central Bank’s 2017 surplus income 
was redirected to make up for the difference between the costs of regulation and the funding 
received from the financial services industry, which would otherwise have been surrendered to 
the Exchequer.  As a point of reference, the Central Bank surplus income for 2017 surrendered 
to the Exchequer amounted to €2,101 million. 

15/05/2018WRG04800Tax Collection

15/05/2018WRG04900151. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the extra revenue collected in 
each of the years since 2011 due to increased enforcement and staffing of the Revenue Com-
missioners; the target for this extra revenue in 2019; and the amount extra this revenue may 
increase in net terms if additional staff were allocated to areas (details supplied). [21177/18]

15/05/2018WRG05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that Rev-
enue’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure 2014 estimated that by increasing audit staffing 
resources by c.100 staff an additional exchequer yield of €50m per annum could be achieved. 

It was estimated that by increasing staff on compliance projects such as oils, tobacco and 
alcohol by 100 could raise €20m per annum.  On this basis it is estimated that increasing staff 
on compliance projects such as oils, tobacco and alcohol by 25 could raise €5m per annum.

Revenue did not receive additional resources in the years 2011 to 2014.  The Budgets for 
2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 provided Revenue with a staff increase of 366 (126, 50, 90 and 100 
respectively) to deal with a wide variety of staffing requirements across a range of functions 
including audit and compliance, debt management, the administration of local property tax,  
international tax, etc. 

Revenue undertook and published an Evaluation of Budget 2016 Compliance Measures 
(www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/research/budget-2016-compliance-measures.pdf).  
This report includes an analysis of the additional revenues raised as a result of the provision of 
additional staff resources and indicates that the estimates of additional yields by Revenue from 
the measures introduced in Budget 2016 have been delivered.  Similar analysis of Budget 2017 
measures will be undertaken during 2018 when suitable data is available and will be published. 
It is anticipated that revenues arising in 2019 from additional resources provided in 2015 to 
2018 will be in line with the estimates provided in Revenue’s Comprehensive Review of Ex-
penditure 2014, taking account of the lead in time to recruit and train new auditors.

15/05/2018WRG05100Tax Credits

15/05/2018WRG05200152. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of increas-
ing the self-employed tax credit to €1,300, €1,400, €1,500 and €1,650, respectively in circum-
stances (details supplied). [21178/18]

15/05/2018WRG05300153. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of increas-
ing the self-employed tax credit to €1,300, €1,400, €1,500 and €1,650, respectively; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21179/18]

15/05/2018WRG05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 152 
and 153 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the cost of increasing the earned income tax credit to the lev-
els set out by the Deputy, in addition to introducing a taper of this increase such that those with 
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incomes in excess of €100,000 would only be able to avail of the existing level of the earned 
income tax credit of €1,150 is set out in the following table:

Earned Income Credit € First Year Cost €m Full Year Cost €m
1,300 11 20
1,400 19 34
1,500 26 48
1,650 38 68

I am advised by Revenue that the data above provide the cost of tapering the earned income 
credit on a taxpayer unit basis, i.e. married persons or civil partners who have elected or who 
have been deemed to have elected for joint assessment are counted as one tax unit, and it is not 
possible to provide this costing on an individual taxpayer basis. These estimates are generated 
on estimated incomes in 2018, using latest actual data for the year 2015, adjusted as necessary 
for income, self-employment and employment trends in the interim. They are provisional and 
may be revised.

I am further advised by Revenue that the cost of increasing the earned income tax credit is 
given on page 6 of the Ready Reckoner which is available on the Revenue website at: www.
revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf.

While the exact amounts requested by the Deputy may not be given in this table, they may 
be calculated on a pro-rata or straight-line basis from the costs shown.

15/05/2018WRH00300Help-To-Buy Scheme

15/05/2018WRH00400154. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated impact on the 
2019 fiscal space of abolishing the help-to-buy scheme. [21180/18]

15/05/2018WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Help to Buy (HTB) has a sunset clause 
(31/12/2019). Concluding the scheme a year early would not result in additional budgetary 
resources, rather it would bring forward budgetary resources that have been assigned to 2020. 

HTB is a demand led incentive and, as such, it is not possible to give a precise estimate of 
cost for 2019.  However, at the time of Budget 2017, my department estimated that HTB would 
cost some €40 million in 2019. 

The estimated total value of approved HTB claims at end 2017 was in the order of €68.9 
million, of which €16.7 million represents retrospective claims (for the period 19 July to 31 De-
cember 2016).  The cost of the incentive so far in 2018 (to 1 May) has been some €22 million.

15/05/2018WRH00600Tax Code

15/05/2018WRH00700155. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the expected revenue from 
ending the capital gains tax exemption from the sale of property held in REITs. [21181/18]

15/05/2018WRH00800157. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the expected revenue from 
introducing a minimum dividend withholding tax rate of 25% on all dividends paid by REITs. 
[21183/18]

15/05/2018WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 155 
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and 157 together.

Finance Act 2013 introduced the regime for the operation of Real Estate Investment Trusts 
(REITs) in Ireland.  The function of the REIT framework is not to provide an overall tax exemp-
tion but rather to facilitate collective investment in rental property by removing a double layer 
of taxation which would otherwise apply on property investment via a corporate vehicle.

Property rental income and gains arising are exempt from tax within the REIT and are taxed 
at the investor level when distributed.  The legislation requires that 85% of all property income 
profits be distributed annually to shareholders.  The REIT is subject to corporation tax on in-
come and gains not arising from the property rental business of the REIT.  

I am advised by Revenue that information in respect of potential future capital gains from 
the sale of property of REITs is unavailable, I am therefore unable to provide an accurate esti-
mate of the potential revenue to be obtained from the ending of the exemption. It is also worth 
noting that REITs are specifically designed to focus on the long-term holding of income produc-
ing property and contain provisions to encourage the re-investment of property sale proceeds 
in new property rental assets.  REITs are not designed to hold development activities, or as a 
vehicle for short term speculative gains.

With regard to withholding tax on REIT dividends, Deputies will be aware that, in the ab-
sence of any other provisions, foreign REIT shareholders in treaty partner countries would not 
have had any liability to Irish tax on REIT dividends.  In order to ensure that tax from foreign 
investors is retained, a Dividend Withholding Tax (DWT) at the standard rate of tax (20%) was 
legislated for to specifically apply to REIT dividends.  Foreign investors from treaty resident 
countries may be able to reclaim some part of this DWT if the relevant tax treaty allows for this.  
The taxation of dividends varies from treaty to treaty, but commonly a source state would retain 
the right to approximately 15% tax on dividends paid from that state.

Due to this interaction with tax treaty reliefs, and also taking into account the fact that infor-
mation in respect of potential future annual distributions from REITs to investors is not avail-
able, an accurate estimate of the potential revenue from an increase in the withholding tax rate 
applicable to any such distributions cannot be made.  

15/05/2018WRH01000Tax Code

15/05/2018WRH01100156. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the expected revenue from 
ending the dividend withholding tax exemption for non-resident IREF shareholders from divi-
dends related to the sale of property held in an IREF for five years. [21182/18]

15/05/2018WRH01200158. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the expected revenue from 
introducing a minimum dividend withholding tax rate of 25% on all dividends paid by IREFs. 
[21184/18]

15/05/2018WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 156 
and 158 together.

The Irish Real Estate Fund (IREF) regime was introduced by Finance Act 2016.  In general 
terms, the regime provides that profits arising to Irish funds from Irish property remain within 
the charge to Irish tax.  An IREF is an investment undertaking where 25 per cent or more of the 
value of the assets of the undertakings is derived from real estate assets in the State.  Where a 
unit holder receives value from the IREF, an IREF withholding tax of 20% will generally apply.  
There are a number of exceptions from the operation of this withholding tax such as for pension 
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schemes and charities as they are more generally exempt from tax.  

On introduction, the IREF regime provided for an exemption from IREF withholding tax on 
the distribution of profits that arose from holding Irish land or buildings for more than 5 years.  
Finance Act 2017 introduced legislation to remove the CGT exemption within the IREF regime 
from 1 Jan 2019.  This amendment was not revenue raising in nature, but designed to ensure 
that tax provisions did not encourage land hoarding.

The first payment of IREF withholding tax and the filing date for the first return for the ma-
jority of these funds is 30 July 2018.  At that point, depending on the number of IREFs, it may 
be possible to identify the quantum of profits from long term land holdings that were distributed 
during 2017. 

However, I am advised by Revenue that information in relation to the potential sale of 
property held by an IREF or future distributions made by IREFs is not available to enable an 
accurate estimate of the potential revenue from the changes mentioned by the Deputy. 

Question No. 157 answered with Question No. 155.

Question No. 158 answered with Question No. 156.

15/05/2018WRH01600Universal Social Charge Data

15/05/2018WRH01700159. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of individual earn-
ers who are subject to USC with an income over €70,044. [21185/18]

15/05/2018WRH01800163. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
are exempt from USC from €0 to €13,000, subject to USC by values (details supplied); and the 
number of persons subject to USC above €250,000. [21189/18]

15/05/2018WRH01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 159 
and 163 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the available information is in the detailed income distribution 
statistics published by Revenue for 2015, the most recent year for which complete tax returns 
data are available, at the link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statis-
tics/income-distributions/it-ct-distributions.aspx. 

In particular, table “RVA03 Distribution of Universal Social Charge by Range of USC In-
come, Marital Status, Year and Statistic” gives a breakdown of USC payers in 2015 by ranges 
of income.  

The number of income cases is given by range of USC income on a taxpayer unit basis. 
Numbers of payers on an individual basis are not currently readily available.

15/05/2018WRH02000Universal Social Charge Data

15/05/2018WRH02100160. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of individual earn-
ers who are subject to USC including exempt earners. [21186/18]

15/05/2018WRH02200161. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
are exempt from USC. [21187/18]
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15/05/2018WRH02300162. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
paid USC in 2018 and are expected to pay in 2019. [21188/18]

15/05/2018WRH02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 160 
to 162, inclusive, together.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the estimated number of earners subject 
to USC, the number of earners exempt from USC and the number of earners paying USC in 
2018 are available on page 3 of Revenue’s Ready Reckoner, which can be accessed at: www.
revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf.

The Ready Reckoner estimates are based on 2018 incomes calculated from actual data for 
the year 2015, the latest year for which returns are available, adjusted as necessary for income, 
self-employment and employment trends in the interim. The estimates are provisional and may 
be revised. Estimates for 2019 will be available later this year.

Question No. 163 answered with Question No. 159.

15/05/2018WRH02800Knowledge Development Box

15/05/2018WRH02900164. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost to date per 
annum of the knowledge development box; the breakdown by size, that is, SME or larger, of 
applications to the scheme to date by company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21190/18]

15/05/2018WRH03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Knowledge Development Box 
(KDB) applies for accounting periods commencing on or after 1 January 2016. A claimant 
company has a period of up to 24 months to make a claim for KDB relief.

I am informed by Revenue that a small number of companies (less than 10) with accounting 
periods ended on or before 31 December 2016 have claimed KDB relief to date. As indicated in 
Revenue’s recently published report on Corporation Tax (www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/docu-
ments/research/ct-analysis-2018.pdf), the tax cost of these claims to-date is in the region of €5 
million. Due to taxpayer confidentiality, Revenue cannot comment further on the size or nature 
of the claimant companies to date.

Given the supporting documentation required, companies have a 24 month time frame 
available to avail of the KDB and it is anticipated that more companies will make use of this 24 
month time frame. As such, KDB claims in respect of the year ended 31 December 2016 may be 
claimed for the year ended 31 December 2017. Therefore, further claims in respect of the year 
ended 31 December 2016 may be made up to end September 2018.

15/05/2018WRH03100Property Tax Data

15/05/2018WRH03200165. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of abolish-
ing the local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21191/18]

15/05/2018WRH03300166. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue which 
could be raised by a tax on second and subsequent homes levied at €400 per property. [21193/18]

15/05/2018WRH03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 165 
and 166 together.
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Local Property Tax (LPT) is forecast to collect €470 million in 2018. These receipts would 
be lost if LPT was abolished.

In regard to Question 21193/18, I am informed by Revenue that the Ready Reckoner, avail-
able at https://revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf, shows the esti-
mated revenue which could be raised by a charge on second and subsequent homes. The Ready 
Reckoner presents separately the estimated yield from additional charges on either owners of 
more than one property (which would include Local Authorities as well as commercial land-
lords) or owners of properties indicated to be Non Principal Primary Residencies (NPPRs). The 
NPPR category would for the most part be composed of rental properties and holiday homes. 
While the Ready Reckoner does not show the specific costing requested by the Deputy, the 
yield from a €100 per property charge is shown in the Ready Reckoner and the yield for a €400 
charge can be estimated on a pro-rata or straight line basis.

15/05/2018WRH03600Tax Reliefs Data

15/05/2018WRH03700167. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated savings made 
by reducing the maximum tax relief available on private pension contributions by percentage 
rates (details supplied). [21194/18]

15/05/2018WRH03800168. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by reducing the earnings cap for pension contributions from €115,000 to 
€70,000, €65,000 and €60,000, respectively. [21195/18]

15/05/2018WRH03900171. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by reducing the earnings cap for pension contributions from €115,000 to 
€60,000. [21198/18]

15/05/2018WRH04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 167, 
168 and 171 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the Ready Reckoner available on the Revenue Statistics web-
page at: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/ready-reckoner/in-
dex.aspx, on page 11 shows the estimated cost or yield from changing combinations of (i) the 
maximum tax relief available on private pension contributions or (ii) the ceiling on the annual 
earnings limit for determining maximum allowable contributions for pension purposes. While 
not all of the scenarios requested by the Deputy are shown in the Ready Reckoner, the others 
can be calculated on a straight-line or pro-rata basis from the information provided.

Using this information, the estimated savings made by reducing the maximum tax relief 
available on private pension contributions are as follows: 

Rate 40%* 35% 32% 30% 28% 25% 22% 20%
Esti-
mated   
Savings 
€m**

0 87.5 140 175 210 262.5 315 350

*current rate of relief. 

**based on pro-rata basis 

The estimated savings of reducing the earnings cap for pension contributions are as follows:
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Cap Amount Estimated Savings €m
115,000 0
70,000 110
65,000 128
60,000 147
*current rate of relief. 

15/05/2018WRH04200Tax Code

15/05/2018WRH04300169. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised from reducing the standard fund threshold from €2 million to €1.7 million, €1.5 
million and €1.3 million, respectively. [21196/18]

15/05/2018WRH04400172. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised from reducing the standard fund threshold from €2 million to €1.65 million. 
[21199/18]

15/05/2018WRH04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 169 
and 172 together.

The Standard Fund Threshold (SFT) is the maximum allowable pension fund on retirement 
for tax purposes which was introduced in Budget and Finance Act 2006 to prevent over-funding 
of pensions through tax-relieved arrangements. The threshold was initially set at €5 million, 
which was subsequently reduced to €2.3 million in 2010 and further reduced in Budget 2014 
and Finance (No 2) Act 2013 to €2 million with effect from 1 January 2014.

Information on the numbers and values of individual pension funds or on individual accrued 
benefits in pension schemes are not generally required to be supplied to either the Revenue 
Commissioners or to my Department by the administrators of pension schemes and personal 
pension arrangements. The estimate of the yield expected to arise from the changes to the SFT 
regime introduced in Budget 2014 and Finance (No 2) Act 2013 referred to above was arrived 
at following considerable internal work over a period by my Department involving, among 
other things, data gathering and consultation with private sector sources relating to the specific 
changes to be made. 

There is no readily available underlying data or methodology on which to base reliable es-
timates of the revenue that would arise from further changes to the SFT of the scale envisaged 
in the question. 

15/05/2018WRH04600Tax Code

15/05/2018WRH04700170. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by reducing the tax free lump sum limit in circumstances (details supplied). 
[21197/18]

15/05/2018WRH04800173. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by reducing the tax free lump sum limit from €200,000 to €150,000. [21200/18]

15/05/2018WRH04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 170 
and 173 together.
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I am advised by Revenue that as there is no requirement to include data in tax returns in re-
lation to tax free lumps of less than €200,000 (the current life-time limit on tax-free retirement 
lump sums), they have not been able to quantify the estimated yield for the Exchequer of the 
reduction of the tax free lump sum entitlement to the amounts outlined by the Deputy.

      Question No. 171 answered with Question No. 167.

Question No. 172 answered with Question No. 169.

Question No. 173 answered with Question No. 170.

15/05/2018WRJ00500Tax Code

15/05/2018WRJ00600174. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the legislative tax changes 
which are due to take effect in 2019; the cost and impact of each on net fiscal space in 2019, for 
example, pre-committed plans regarding mortgage interest relief and so on.  [21201/18]

15/05/2018WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The principal tax measures for which 
legislation is in place and which will take effect in 2019 with an expected impact on the fiscal 
space are as follows:

-  Finance Act 2017 legislated for the tapered extension of Mortgage Interest Relief through 
to the end of 2020.  Mortgage Interest Relief is a tax relief based on the amount of interest paid 
in a tax year on a qualifying mortgage loan taken out between 2004 and 2012.  The effect of the 
measure introduced in Finance Act 2017 was to provide for 75% of the relief in 2018, 50% of 
the relief in 2019 and 25% of the relief in 2020.

-  Four measures have sunset clauses dated 31 December 2018 (cost figures relate to the last 
year published):

-  HRI (Home Renovation Incentive) (s.477B of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997): Direct 
cost to the Exchequer was €21.4m in 2014, note that HRI relief is split into two years hence the 
lag in statistics);

-  Start Your Own Business (s.472AA of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1977): Direct cost to 
the Exchequer was €15.2m in 2015;

-  Stock Relief (s.666 of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997) and Stock Relief for Young 
Trained Farmers (s.667B of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997): Direct cost to the Exchequer 
was €6.1m in 2015;

-  Transfers of agricultural land to young trained farmers (s.81AA of the Stamp Duties Con-
solidation Act 1999): Direct cost to the Exchequer was €4.6m in 2016.

-  The Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) rate is set to decrease by 2% in 2019 to 35% 
and by a further 2% in 2020 to 33% (this was provided for in section 21 of the Finance Act 
2016).

The Deputy may also wish to note that a Charities VAT compensation scheme was an-
nounced during Budget 2018.  This will take effect from 1 January 2018 but will be paid one 
year in arrears i.e. in 2019, charities will be able to reclaim some element of the VAT costs aris-
ing in 2018.  Charities will be entitled to a refund of a proportion of their VAT costs based on 
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the level of non-public funding they receive.  A capped fund of €5 million will be available to 
the scheme in 2019. It is intended that the relevant legislative instrument to give legal effect to 
this provision will be introduced in 2018.

The effect of the above measures on fiscal space, along with other discretionary revenue 
measures are set out in Table A6 of the Stability Programme Update, which shows the net im-
pact in 2019 as 0.0% of GDP.

15/05/2018WRJ00800Tax Yield

15/05/2018WRJ00900175. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be generated by measures (details supplied). [21202/18]

15/05/2018WRJ01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that a Ready 
Reckoner is available on the Revenue Statistics webpage at www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/in-
formation-about-revenue/statistics/ready-reckoner/index.aspx.  This Ready Reckoner shows a 
wide range of detailed information, including changes to the Betting Duty rate (page 23).  While 
the Ready Reckoner does not show all of the specific costings requested by the Deputy, others 
can be estimated from those shown on a pro-rata or straight line basis with those displayed in 
the Ready Reckoner.  The additional yield from increasing the commission based tax on betting 
intermediaries to 20%, 24% and to 30% is estimated at €0.6m, €1.1m and €1.8m respectively 
in a full year.

As regards the difference between placing the 3% on each bet and on winnings, Revenue 
has no basis on which to estimate the yield or cost of this change.

15/05/2018WRJ01100Tax Yield

15/05/2018WRJ01200176. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be generated through increasing the tax on cigarettes by €0.10, €0.20 and €0.50 per 
packet, respectively, with a prorate increase on other tobacco products; and the estimated im-
pact on the net fiscal space for 2019.  [21203/18]

15/05/2018WRJ01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that a Ready 
Reckoner is available on the Revenue Statistics webpage at www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/in-
formation-about-revenue/statistics/ready-reckoner/index.aspx.  This Ready Reckoner shows a 
wide range of detailed information, including estimates for the yield from changes in duties on 
tobacco (page 22).  These estimates assume pro-rata increases in other tobacco products.

15/05/2018WRJ01400Universal Social Charge Yield

15/05/2018WRJ01500177. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised from the introduction of an additional USC rate (details supplied) on a person’s 
income in excess of €100,000. [21204/18]

15/05/2018WRJ01600178. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised for the Exchequer from the introduction of an additional USC rate (details sup-
plied) on a person’s income in excess of €120,000. [21205/18]

15/05/2018WRJ01700179. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
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would be raised from the introduction of an additional USC rate (details supplied) on a person’s 
income in excess of €140,000. [21206/18]

15/05/2018WRJ01800180. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised for the Exchequer from the introduction of an additional USC rate (details sup-
plied) on a person’s income in excess of €150,000. [21207/18]

15/05/2018WRJ01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 177 
to 180, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated yield from the introduction of an additional rate 
of USC at the range of rates and the levels of income as set out by the Deputy are provided in 
the following tables:

Incomes 
greater 
than 
€100,000 
subject to 
an addi-
tional USC 
rate of:

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

Incomes 
greater 
than 
€120,000 
subject to 
an addi-
tional USC 
rate of:

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

1% 95 127 1% 80 109
2% 189 254 2% 160 218
3% 284 381 3% 239 327
4% 378 508 4% 319 436
5% 473 635 5% 399 545
6% 568 762 6% 479 654
7% 662 889 7% 559 763

Incomes 
greater 
than 
€140,000 
subject to 
an addi-
tional USC 
rate of:

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

Incomes 
greater 
than 
€150,000 
subject to 
an addi-
tional USC 
rate of:

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

1% 70 96 1% 66 91
2% 139 193 2% 131 183
3% 209 289 3% 197 274
4% 278 386 4% 262 365
5% 348 482 5% 328 457
6% 418 578 6% 394 548
7% 487 675 7% 459 640

These estimates have been generated by reference to 2018 incomes as calculated on the 
basis of actual data for the year 2015, the latest year for which returns are available, adjusted as 
necessary for income, self-employment and employment trends in the interim.  The estimates 
are provisional and may be revised.  These estimates assume the retention of the current 3% 
surcharge for Schedule D taxpayers on incomes in excess of €100,000.
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15/05/2018WRJ02300Tax Yield

15/05/2018WRJ02400181. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering the personal pay as you earn and earned income credits by 0.7% per €1,000 on indi-
vidual income between €100,000 and €170,000 per annum resulting in no entitlement to these 
tax credits when income is in excess of €170,000. [21208/18]

15/05/2018WRJ02500182. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised in circumstances (details supplied). [21209/18]

15/05/2018WRJ02600183. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering out the personal, PAYE and earned income credit by 2.5% per €1,000 on individual 
income between €100,000 and €140,000 per year resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits 
when income is in excess of €140,000. [21210/18]

15/05/2018WRJ02700184. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering out the personal, PAYE and earned income credit by 2% per €1,000 on individual in-
come between €100,000 and €150,000 per annum resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits 
when income is in excess of €150,000. [21211/18]

15/05/2018WRJ02800185. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from ta-
pering out the PAYE and earned income credit by 5% per €1,000 on individual income between 
€100,000 and €120,000 per annum resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits when income 
is in excess of €120,000. [21212/18]

15/05/2018WRJ02900189. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering out the PAYE credit and earned income credit from income in excess of €80,000, a 
reduced credit by 5% per €1,000 for gross income between €80,000 and €100,000 and a 0% 
credit on gross income in excess of €100,000. [21216/18]

15/05/2018WRJ03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 181 to 
185, inclusive and 189 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated yields from tapering the specified credits at the 
various thresholds as set out by the Deputy are given in the following tables:

Taper out 
of credits 
at incomes 
between 
€100,000 
and 
€170,000 
at a rate of 
0.7% per 
€1,000:

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

Taper out 
of credits 
at incomes 
between 
€100,000 
and 
€170,000 
at a rate of 
0.7% per 
€1,000:

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

PAYE 104 117 PAYE 104 117
Personal 180 221 Personal 

(Single + 
Widowed 
only)

13 17
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Taper out 
of credits 
at incomes 
between 
€100,000 
and 
€170,000 
at a rate of 
0.7% per 
€1,000:

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

Taper out 
of credits 
at incomes 
between 
€100,000 
and 
€170,000 
at a rate of 
0.7% per 
€1,000:

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

Earned 
Income 
Credit

4.4 7.9 Earned 
Income 
Credit

4.4 7.9

Total 288 346 Total 121 142

Taper out 
of credits 
at incomes 
between 
€100,000 
and 
€140,000 
at a rate of 
2.5% per 
€1,000:

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

Taper out 
of credits 
at incomes 
between 
€100,000 
and 
€150,000 
at a rate 
of 2% per 
€1,000:

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

PAYE 190 214 PAYE 173 194
Personal 303 366 Personal 279 338
Earned 
Income 
Credit

6.4 11.5 Earned 
Income 
Credit

6.1 10.8

Total 499 592 Total 458 543

Taper out 
of credits 
at incomes 
between 
€100,000 
and 
€120,000 
at a rate 
of 5% per 
€1,000:

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

Taper out 
of credits 
at incomes 
between 
€80,000 
and 
€100,000 
at a rate 
of 5% per 
€1,000:

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

PAYE 236 265 PAYE 403 453
Earned 
Income 
Credit

7.4 13.1 Earned 
Income 
Credit

10 18

Total 243 278 Total 413 471

I am advised by Revenue while a rate of 0.7% per €1,000 on incomes over €100,000 would 
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not taper to zero at incomes of €170,000, it is assumed the relevant credits are reduced to zero 
for incomes above €170,000 in these scenarios. 

I am also advised that the data provided provide the cost of tapering on a taxpayer unit basis, 
i.e. married persons or civil partners who have elected or who have been deemed to have elected 
for joint assessment are counted as one tax unit and it is not possible to provide this costing 
on an individual taxpayer basis.  These estimates have been generated by reference to 2018 
incomes as calculated on the basis of actual data for the year 2015, the latest year for which re-
turns are available, adjusted as necessary for income, self-employment and employment trends 
in the interim.  The estimates are provisional and may be revised.

15/05/2018WRJ03500Tax Yield

15/05/2018WRJ03600186. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from ta-
pering out the PAYE and earned income credit by 5% per €1,000 on individual income between 
€100,000 and €120,000 per annum resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits when income 
is in excess of €120,000, coupled with an additional USC rate of 2%, 3%, 4%, 5%, 6% and 7%, 
respectively in excess of €120,000. [21213/18]

15/05/2018WRJ03700187. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering out the personal, PAYE and earned income credit by 2.5% per €1,000 on individual in-
come between €100,000 and €140,000 per annum resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits 
when income is in excess of €140,000 coupled with an additional USC rate of 2%, 3%, 4%, 5%, 
6% and 7%, respectively, in excess of €140,000. [21214/18]

15/05/2018WRJ03800188. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from ta-
pering out the personal, PAYE and earned icome credit by 2% per €1,000 on individual income 
between €100,000 and €150,000 per annum resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits when 
income is in excess of €150,000, coupled with an additional USC rate of 2%, 3%, 4%, 5%, 6% 
and 7%, respectively, in excess of €150,000.  [21215/18]

15/05/2018WRJ03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 186 
to 188, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated yields associated with the introduction of both 
a tapering of credits together with an additional rate of USC at the various levels and rates pro-
posed by the Deputy are provided in the following tables:

Tapering of PAYE and 
Earned Income Tax Credits 
plus additional USC rate, at 
income levels in excess of 
€120,000, of:

First Year Yield €m Full Year Yield €m

2% 403 496
3% 482 605
4% 562 714
5% 642 823
6% 722 932
7% 802 1,041
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Tapering of PAYE, Personal 
and Earned Income Tax 
Credits plus additional USC 
rate, at income levels in 
excess of €140,000, of:

First Year Yield €m Full Year Yield €m

2% 638 785
3% 708 881
4% 777 978
5% 847 1,074
6% 917 1,170
7% 986 1,267

Tapering of PAYE, Personal 
and Earned Income Tax 
Credits plus additional USC 
rate, at income levels in 
excess of €150,000, of:

First Year  Yield €m Full Year Yield €m

2% 589 726
3% 655 817
4% 720 908
5% 786 1,000
6% 852 1,091
7% 917 1,183

The data above provide the cost of tapering on a taxpayer unit basis, i.e. married persons 
or civil partners who have elected or who have been deemed to have elected for joint assess-
ment are counted as one tax unit, and it is not possible to provide this costing on an individual 
taxpayer basis.  These estimates are generated on estimated incomes in 2018, using latest actual 
data for the year 2015, adjusted as necessary for income, self-employment and employment 
trends in the interim.  They are provisional and may be revised.

It should be noted that the above estimates do not take account of any behavioural or other 
impacts that might arise upon implementation of the measures costed.

      Question No. 189 answered with Question No. 181.

15/05/2018WRK00300Tax Code

15/05/2018WRK00400190. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by increasing capital acquisitions tax to 34%, 35% and 36%, respectively. 
[21217/18]

15/05/2018WRK00500192. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by increasing the stamp duty on share transactions from 1% to 1.1%, 1.2%, 
1.3% and 1.4%, respectively. [21219/18]

15/05/2018WRK00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 190 
and 192 together.
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I am advised by Revenue that a Ready Reckoner is available on the Revenue Statistics web-
page at www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/ready-reckoner/in-
dex.aspx.  This Ready Reckoner shows a wide range of detailed information, including changes 
to the Capital Acquisitions Tax rate (page 15) and changes to Stamp Duty rate on share transac-
tions (page 18).  While the Ready Reckoner does not show all of the specific costings requested 
by the Deputy, others can be estimated from those shown on a pro-rata or straight line basis with 
those displayed in the Ready Reckoner.

15/05/2018WRK00700Tax Reliefs Data

15/05/2018WRK00800191. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised from the abolition of tax relief for private health insurance premiums and the 
capping of such relief at 5%,10%,12%,15%,18% and 19%, respectively. [21218/18]

15/05/2018WRK00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that based on 
2017 data, the yield to the Exchequer arising from the abolition of tax relief for private health 
insurance premiums is tentatively estimated to be in the order of €350 million.

The estimated yield to the Exchequer from reducing the current rate of tax relief as proposed 
by the Deputy would be as follows; 

Proposed 
Cap

5% 10% 12% 15% 18% 19%

Estimated 
Yield €m 

263 175 140 88 35 18

15/05/2018WRK01100Tax Exemptions

15/05/2018WRK01200193. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the anticipated revenue from 
expected changes to legislation which have been modelled by his Department in regard to tax-
ing some forms of tax exempt income such as gambling in casinos and so on. [21224/18]

15/05/2018WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is unclear what specific changes to 
the legislation the Deputy is referring to. However, I can confirm that the Department has not 
conducted any modelling in regard to tax exempt income from gambling in casinos.

15/05/2018WRK01400Universal Social Charge Abolition

15/05/2018WRK01500194. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated loss of revenue 
from abolishing the universal social charge in full. [21225/18]

15/05/2018WRK01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The loss to the Exchequer from abol-
ishing USC would depend upon a number of factors, inter alia, the year in which it would end, 
labour market developments, and so on. 

In 2018, the Universal Social Charge (USC) is projected to raise approximately €3.7 billion 
in Exchequer receipts terms. This represents approximately 17% of total expected income tax 
receipts and approximately 6% of the total expected tax receipts for 2018 based on Budget 2018 
projections.



Questions - Written Answers

84

15/05/2018WRK01700Universal Social Charge Exemptions

15/05/2018WRK01800195. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of exempt-
ing earners at or below €20,800 from USC. [21226/18]

15/05/2018WRK01900196. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of exempt-
ing earners at or below €19,698 from USC. [21227/18]

15/05/2018WRK02000197. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of exempt-
ing earners at or below €20,176 from USC. [21228/18]

15/05/2018WRK02100198. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of exempt-
ing earners at or below €20,384 from USC. [21229/18]

15/05/2018WRK02200199. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of exempt-
ing earners at or below €20,592 from USC. [21230/18]

15/05/2018WRK02300200. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of exempt-
ing earners at or below €20,280 from USC. [21231/18]

15/05/2018WRK02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 195 
to 200, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated costs of increasing the exemption threshold for 
USC to the levels set out by the Deputy are given in the following table:

USC Exemption Threshold € First Year - €m Full Year- €m
19,698 48 57
20,176 54 63
20,280 55 65
20,384 56 66
20,592 58 69
20,800 61 72

These estimates have been generated by reference to 2018 incomes as calculated on the 
basis of actual data for the year 2015, the latest year for which returns are available, adjusted 
as necessary for income, self-employment and employment trends in the interim. The estimates 
are provisional and may be revised.

15/05/2018WRK03000Research and Development Supports

15/05/2018WRK03100201. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
limiting the research and development tax credit to a company’s corporate liability in a given 
period (details supplied). [21232/18]

15/05/2018WRK03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that on the 
basis of claims in respect of refundable research and development tax credit for the tax year 
2016, the latest year available, the estimated cash flow yield from limiting the research and de-
velopment tax credit to a company’s liability to tax could be in the region of €240m. However, 
this estimate takes no account of any change in taxpayer behaviour which might arise on foot 
of the introduction of such a measure.
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15/05/2018WRK03400VAT Rate Application

15/05/2018WRK03600202. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated extra fiscal space 
available in 2018 if the 9% VAT rate for the tourism sector was returned to 13.5%. [21233/18]

15/05/2018WRK03650203. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated extra fiscal 
space in 2018 if the 9% VAT rate for the hotel sector and not other tourism products was re-
placed with a 13.5% rate. [21234/18]

15/05/2018WRK03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 203 
and 202 together.

I am informed by Revenue that the Ready Reckoner, available at www.revenue.ie/en/corpo-
rate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf (page 26), shows the impact of increases in VAT 
rates including the 9% rate. As shown in the Ready Reckoner, the yield from the restoration 
of the VAT rate from 9% to 13.5% across all goods and services is likely to be in the region of 
€520m for 2018. The yield from the restoration of the VAT rate from 9% to 13.5% specific to 
the accommodation sector is tentatively estimated to be in the region of €220m for 2018. Both 
estimates assume no resulting change in consumer behaviour.

15/05/2018WRK03800Mortgage Interest Relief Data

15/05/2018WRK03900204. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of main-
taining mortgage interest relief at its current rate in 2019. [21235/18]

15/05/2018WRK04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the es-
timated cost of Mortgage Interest Relief (MIR) in 2018 is €124m, while the projected cost of 
MIR in 2019 is €78m.  These figures take account of the tapering out of the relief as a result of 
Budget 2018. 

Therefore, it is estimated very roughly that the cost of retention of MIR at the 2018 ceilings 
and qualifying interest levels in 2019 would be an additional €46m.

15/05/2018WRK04100Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRK04200205. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff in his 
Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South issues; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21264/18]

15/05/2018WRK04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There are a range of staff who carry out 
work that relates to North-South issues including four staff in the Brexit Unit and four staff in 
the International Relations Unit. In addition, staff in relevant policy areas will consider North-
South issues as they arise. While there are no staff specifically assigned to North-South issues, 
this issue is to the fore in the aforementioned units. 

15/05/2018WRK04400Motor Insurance

15/05/2018WRK04500206. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Finance the progress of the motor insur-
ance key information report of the cost of insurance; the controls in place regarding the high 
cost of car insurance faced by specific professions (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [21281/18]

15/05/2018WRK04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In relation to the Deputy’s first query, 
the Second Motor Insurance Key Information Report was published on my Department’s web-
site on Friday 11 May: http://www.finance.gov.ie/updates/second-motor-insurance-key-infor-
mation-report-may-2018/ .  The Report is the second in a series of reports designed to address 
Recommendation 12 of the Cost of Insurance Working Group, which aim to increase the level 
of transparency of the insurance sector in advance of the establishment of the National Claims 
Information Database.  

This Report provides information on overall ultimate claims costs trends from 2011 to 2016 
for Insurance Ireland companies representing about 90% of the Irish motor insurance mar-
ket.  Ultimate claim costs are made up of paid claims (including partial payments), reserves/
estimates of the amount yet to be paid and a further provision calculated by actuaries to allow 
for claims and information not yet reported at the valuation date.  The Report breaks the infor-
mation on ultimate claims costs trends down into Third Party Injury ultimate claims costs and 
Non-Injury ultimate claims costs including claims cost arising from damage, fire and theft, as 
well as windscreen claims.  In addition, it provides details on earned premium income and ex-
posure in the sector for the same years.  

This Report represents a more detailed breakdown of claims costs compared with the first 
report and is another important step towards the establishment of the National Claims Informa-
tion Database.  

In relation to the second part of the question, I note that the Deputy is highlighting the pre-
miums faced by those in particular professions, musicians in the example referenced. 

As Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework gov-
erning financial regulation.  Neither I nor the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the pro-
vision or pricing of insurance products, as these matters are of a commercial nature, and are 
determined by insurance companies based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to ac-
cept.  This position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance which expressly prohibits 
Member States from adopting rules which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval 
of the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a posi-
tion to direct insurance companies as to the pricing level or terms or conditions that they should 
apply in respect of particular categories of drivers or vehicles.  

In making their individual decisions on whether to offer cover and what terms to apply, in-
surers will use a combination of rating factors, which include the age and type of the vehicle, as 
well as the age of the driver, the relevant claims record and driving experience, the number of 
drivers, the profession of the driver and how the car is used, etc.  My understanding is that insur-
ers do not all use the same combination of rating factors, and as a result prices and availability 
of cover varies across the market.  In addition, insurance companies will price in accordance 
with their own past claims experience, meaning that in relation to particular categories, differ-
ent insurance companies will have different views.

15/05/2018WRL00200EU Data

15/05/2018WRL00300207. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the number of companies that 
have AEO status; the number awarded AEO status in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and to date 
in 2018; the average number of AEO applications that the Revenue Commissioners are process-
ing per month; if an assessment has been made of the number of companies that may require 
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AEO status as a consequence of the UK leaving the single market and the customs union; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21321/18]

15/05/2018WRL00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the EU 
established its Authorised Economic Operator (AEO) concept based on internationally recog-
nised standards, created a legal basis for it in 2008, and updated and amended the conditions 
and benefits of same in the Union Customs Code (UCC) through its implementing and del-
egated Acts.  The AEO programme, which aims to enhance international supply chain security 
and to facilitate legitimate trade, is open to all supply chain actors.

An AEO is an economic operator who is deemed reliable in the context of their customs 
related operations, and therefore, is entitled to enjoy benefits throughout the EU.  There is no 
legal obligation for economic operators to become an AEO, it is a matter of the operators own 
choice based on their specific situation. 

According to Article 38 of the UCC, the status of AEO consists of different types of authori-
sations: AEO for Customs Simplifications (AEOC), AEO for Security and Safety (AEOS) and 
AEO Customs Simplifications/Security and Safety (a combination of the AEOC and AEOS). 
The criteria, against which applicants are assessed and must meet, fall within the following 
general headings:

- Record of compliance with customs legislation and taxation rules, including no record of 
serious criminal offences relating to the economic activity of the applicant;

- Demonstration of a high level of control of its operations and of the flow of the goods, by 
means of a system of managing commercial and, where appropriate, transport records, which 
allows appropriate customs controls;

- Proven financial solvency.

And depending of the type of AEO:

- Practical standards of competence or professional qualifications directly related to the 
activity carried out (AEOC);

- Appropriate security and safety standards (AEOS).

All applicants for AEO are assessed for their suitability, based on the EU agreed criteria, on 
a case by case basis. Revenue assess if the applicant meets the required criteria and determines 
whether AEO status should be authorised, or not, and what conditions or arrangements are ap-
propriate for each particular case.  There is no fee for application, nor is there any required size 
or scale of business.

I am advised by Revenue that 144 economic operators currently hold AEO status in Ireland. 
The breakdown for each of the years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018 is as follows: 2014, 12; 
2015, 8; 2016, 10; 2017, 17 and 2018 (to 9th   May 2018), 5. I am advised that on average Rev-
enue has received 1 application per month. 

With regards to the number of companies that may require AEO status as a consequence of 
the UK leaving the Single Market and the Customs Union, as already stated, there is no legal 
obligation for economic operators to become an AEO, it is a matter of the operators own choice 
based on their specific situation. Revenue is meeting with representative groups and attending 
industry seminars to discuss the potential issues resulting from Brexit. Revenue continues to 
advise businesses to examine the possible impacts of Brexit on their supply chains and to con-
sider applying for one or more of the authorisations or simplifications available that best suit 
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their business model.  

Advice and assistance on customs authorisations and simplifications is available on the 
Revenue website Revenue will continue to engage with representative groups, taking account 
of developments in the ongoing EU-UK negotiations.

15/05/2018WRL00500European Stability Mechanism

15/05/2018WRL00600208. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on his meeting 
with Mr. Klaus Regling, Managing Director of the European Stability Mechanism on 8 May 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21349/18]

15/05/2018WRL00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I met with the Managing Director of 
the European Stability Mechanism (ESM), Klaus Regling, on Tuesday, 8 May 2018. We had a 
positive and constructive discussion on a number of issues including the Irish economy and the 
future of the Economic and Monetary Union, with a focus on the future role of the ESM. 

Mr. Regling noted that Ireland’s economic recovery since the crisis is ‘remarkable’. I up-
dated him on recent developments which highlight the robust recovery and strong performance 
of the economy. I also outlined some of the more pressing challenges that need to be monitored 
and managed carefully. We discussed Brexit and its potential impact on the Irish economy, the 
ongoing necessity for investment in infrastructure such as housing and transport, and the legacy 
issue of non-performing loans which continues to impact the banking sector.

We agreed on the need to continue to strengthen the economic and monetary union, and 
reviewed the possible development of the ESM in that context. 

Discussions on the future role and remit of the ESM include a review of the ESM lending 
toolkit and whether the ESM should play a greater role in programme design and monitoring in 
the future. The potential development of the role of the ESM of course requires careful consid-
eration and deliberation and work is ongoing, at both technical and political level,  in advance 
of the June European Council at which EU Heads of State of Government will reflect further on 
deepening the economic and monetary union. 

15/05/2018WRL00800Banking Sector Reform

15/05/2018WRL00900209. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance when the public banking report 
compiled by his Department and the Department of Rural and Community Development will 
be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21350/18]

15/05/2018WRL01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, my Depart-
ment, along with the Department of Rural and Community Development are responsible for 
fulfilling the Programme for Government commitment to “thoroughly investigate the German 
Sparkassen model for the development of local public banks that operate within well-defined 
regions”. 

Local public banking is where a State, or other public body, has ownership of a financial 
institution. The German local public banks, known as Sparkassen, are not permitted to operate 
beyond specific geographic regions in which they are located. The business model of Sparkas-
sen is not to maximise profits, but rather promote economic development and financial inclu-
sion in the particular region in which they operate. Another important element of this business 
model is that Sparkassen work closely with local SMEs in their area. 
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The investigation of local public banking has consisted of a consultation process, engaging 
with stakeholders and interested parties. This consultation process was carried out last year by 
the Department of Rural and Community Development, assisted by the Department of Finance.   

As well as the public consultation process, there has also been detailed analysis of a pro-
posal for a potential model of local public banking in Ireland, based on the German Sparkassen 
model. This proposal was put forward by Irish Rural Link and the Savings Banks Foundation 
for International Cooperation (SBFIC), the international development wing of the Sparkassen 
group. There has been considerable engagement between officials in both Departments and 
representatives from Irish Rural Link and SBFIC.  

Officials in my Department and the Department of Community and Rural Development 
have been working closely together and they have now completed the report on the findings 
of their analysis of the Sparkassen local public banking model in Ireland. Along with my col-
league, Minister Ring, I expect to be in a position to bring this joint Report on the local public 
banking to Government for approval in the coming weeks. 

Once the Report has been approved by Government, it is anticipated that it will then be 
published. 

The Deputy may also be interested to know that there are already significant Government 
measures in place to support access to finance by Irish SMEs.  These include the Strategic 
Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI), the Supporting SMEs Online Tool, the Microenterprise 
Loan Fund, Local Enterprise Offices, the Credit Review Office and the Credit and Counter 
Guarantee Schemes.  

Additionally, my Department is working with other Government departments to develop 
tailored and innovative schemes to meet the evolving needs of Irish SMEs, such as the Agri-
cultural Cashflow Support Loan Scheme and the Brexit Loan Scheme I announced in Budgets 
2017 and 2018 respectively. 

15/05/2018WRL01100Employment Investment Incentive Scheme

15/05/2018WRL01200210. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the comments by the chair of the Revenue Commissioners regarding the need to reform the 
administration of the business expansion scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21351/18]

15/05/2018WRL01300212. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to 
comments made by the chair of the Revenue Commissioners regarding the need to reform the 
administration of the business expansion scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21378/18]

15/05/2018WRL01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 210 
and 212 together.

I understand that the Deputies may be referring to a recent report in the Sunday Business 
Post on the Employment and Investment Incentive (EII).

I am aware of the comments made by the Revenue Chairman.

As the Deputies may be aware, I announced a comprehensive review of the EII Scheme last 
November.  
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That review is now underway and is being conducted by Indecon Economic Consultants.  
Amongst other matters, it will consider operational aspects of the scheme.  As part of the ex-
ercise, I am sure that the consultants will take account of all views expressed in this regard, 
including those of the Revenue Commissioners.

The Deputies may also wish to be aware that a public consultation process has been launched 
as part of the review process. The details are available on my Department’s website. 

15/05/2018WRL01500Consumer Protection

15/05/2018WRL01600211. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his plans to implement the rec-
ommendations of a report (details supplied) to equip persons to make better financial decisions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21352/18]

15/05/2018WRL01700213. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Finance his plans to implement the recom-
mendations of a report (details supplied) to equip persons to make better financial decisions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21379/18]

15/05/2018WRL01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 211 
and 213 together.

As the Deputies are aware, the Central Bank has responsibility for the regulation and su-
pervision of financial institutions in terms of consumer protection and prudential requirements 
and for ensuring on-going compliance with applicable statutory obligations. Under the Central 
Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the Code), a regulated entity must ensure that in all 
its dealings with customers and within the context of its authorisation it acts honestly, fairly and 
professionally in the best interests of its customers and the integrity of the market. 

The Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) has a specific statutory re-
mit to provide financial information and education to assist consumers. The CCPC comes under 
the aegis of my colleague the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation. 

My Department has also been active in the provision of advice to consumers through the 
www.switchyourbank.ie website. 

The provision of financial education is part of the overall framework of the provision of 
financial services and the Collins Institute report is a valuable contribution to the consideration 
of how best to ensure that consumers are in a position to make the right choices for themselves 
in relation to financial services. I will continue to consider these issues in conjunction with my 
colleagues in Government who also have responsibility in these areas. 

Question No. 212 answered with Question No. 210.

Question No. 213 answered with Question No. 211.

15/05/2018WRL02100State Claims Agency

15/05/2018WRL02200214. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if officials in his Department 
have been involved in reviewing the way in which the State Claims Agency handles sensitive 
cases. [21063/18]

15/05/2018WRL02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The State Claims Agency (SCA) is part 



15 May 2015

91

of the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA), which is a body under the aegis of the 
Minister for Finance. On this basis, officials in my Department are in regular contact with the 
SCA regarding my role as the responsible Minister. This contact does not extend to monitoring 
the SCA’s day-to-day operations, including its handling of sensitive cases, as the SCA is part 
of the NTMA, which has its own governance structures as established by the Oireachtas under 
the National Treasury Management Agency Amendment (Amendment) Act 2014. The Board 
of the NTMA oversees those governance structures and both the Secretaries General of the De-
partments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform are ex-officio members of the Board. 

The Secretary General of the Department of Finance and a senior official from the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform also sit on the NTMA Board’s State Claims Agency 
Strategy Sub-Committee. This Sub-Committee, which has been operational since September 
2017, assists the SCA in providing advice on strategic, policy and organisational issues.    

While the SCA is a body under my aegis, of necessity, the handling of cases related to 
a particular Minister’s area of responsibility require close coordination with the Department 
concerned. On this basis the NTMA (Amendment) Act 2000, under which the SCA was estab-
lished, provides for the SCA to deal directly with the bodies which are delegated to it for claims 
management on behalf of the relevant Minister.

15/05/2018WRL02400Garda Station Refurbishment

15/05/2018WRL02500215. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
tus of a completion date for construction works at the new Bailieborough Garda station; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20929/18]

15/05/2018WRL02600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works has acquired a property in Bailieborough for a 
new Garda Station.  The OPW is now finalising planning documentation and a Part 9 Planning 
application will be lodged in the next number of weeks. Until Planning, the required Public 
Procurement Process and Contract award are completed it is not possible to give a definitive 
date for construction completion.

15/05/2018WRL02700Budget Targets

15/05/2018WRL02800216. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
€1.5 billion earmarked for capital spending he specified at the Oireachtas Select Committee on 
Budgetary Oversight on 18 April 2018 was included in the calculations for the fiscal space al-
ready published; if it represents additional capital commitments since budget 2018 and reduces 
the €3.2 billion of fiscal space forecast to be available for budget 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21134/18]

15/05/2018WRL02900217. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
items of spending already committed to which have reduced the fiscal space for budget 2019 
identified in budget 2018 and the previous summer economic statement; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21136/18]

15/05/2018WRL03000218. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
breakdown of each commitment entered into since budget 2018 which has affected the fiscal 
space; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21137/18]
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15/05/2018WRL03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 216, 217 and 218 together.

Table 3 on Page 22 of the Summer Economic Statement (SES) 2017 set out an amount of 
€3.2 billion in respect of the estimated net fiscal space for 2019. In arriving at this net amount, 
the fiscal space impact of certain pre-committed voted expenditure was deducted from the gross 
fiscal space.  The nominal amounts relating to these pre-commitments were set out in Table 
1.3 on Page 9 of the Mid-Year Expenditure Report (MYER) 2017, with €0.4 billion of current 
expenditure in respect of demographics and €0.3 billion of capital expenditure arising from 
increases set out in the Public Capital Plan and from prior year budget adjustments.

The SES and the MYER did not reflect the impact of the abolition of domestic water charges 
and the consequent change in funding arrangements for Irish Water. Irish Water expenditure 
was therefore included within the overall General Government expenditure amounts in the 
SES, and reflected increases in relation to Irish Water’s capital investment programme.  With 
funding in respect of domestic water services now being provided through voted expenditure, 
€0.1 billion of the overall year-on-year increase in voted capital expenditure in 2019 arises 
from the change in funding arrangements for Irish Water and is therefore technical in nature.  
This technical change was reflected in the multi-annual capital ceilings included in the Revised 
Estimates Volume (REV) 2018 published in December last year. 

Consequently, of the €2.6 billion in voted expenditure pre-commitments set out in the Sta-
bility Programme Update 2018, the fiscal space impact of nominal amounts of €0.4 billion 
in voted current expenditure and €0.4 billion in voted capital expenditure, including the €0.1 
billion in relation to Irish Water capital expenditure, were taken into account in arriving at the 
estimated net fiscal space amount of €3.2 billion for 2019 in last year’s SES.  

Table 4 on Page 23 of the SES outlines the indicative allocation of available net fiscal space 
for 2018-2021.  This Table outlines an indicative allocation of €1.5 billion in fiscal space for ex-
penditure in 2019, with over €0.9 billion of this amount for current expenditure and just under 
€0.6 billion for capital expenditure.  This was the pre-Budget position and expenditure alloca-
tions made as part of the Budget Estimates process in October last year, set out in Expenditure 
Report 2018, utilise most of this indicative allocation.   

In relation to current expenditure there are pre-commitments that arose after the SES of €0.7 
billion that would need to be funded from the current expenditure fiscal space amount or from 
savings/reprioritisation.  There is a cost of €0.4 billion arising in 2019 from the Public Service 
Stability Agreement (PSSA).  This amount was not included as pre-committed expenditure in 
the SES or the MYER as the agreement at that stage was subject to ratification by the member-
ship of the Public Service Unions and Staff Associations. In addition, as outlined in the Ex-
penditure Report 2018, there was a cost estimated, at that time, of €0.2 billion in respect of the 
carryover impact of certain Budget 2018 measures that would need to be met from the available 
resources for 2019 or from savings/reprioritisation.  The current estimate of the carryover im-
pact into 2019 is €0.3 billion. This estimated carryover impact will be reviewed in the context of 
this year’s MYER to take account of expenditure developments during the first half of this year.

In Budget 2018 last October, additional capital was allocated over the four year period 
2018 to 2021 following the mid-term review of the Capital Plan.  Expenditure Report 2018 set 
out gross voted capital expenditure amounts of €5.3 billion for 2018 and €6.6 billion for 2019.  
These amounts were in line with the increases set out in the MYER, with just over €0.3 billion 
in the pre-Budget position and just under €1 billion to be allocated as part of the Budget 2018 
process.  The fiscal space impact of the additional capital allocated during the Budget 2018 
process is in line with the indicative allocations of fiscal space for capital grants and gross fixed 
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capital formation of just under €0.6 billion in aggregate.  Consequently, these increases fully 
utilise the indicative fiscal space for capital grants and gross fixed capital formation set out in 
the SES for 2019. 

The National Development Plan revised the Departmental capital expenditure ceilings for 
2019 to 2021, published in REV 2018, to facilitate the early commencement of a number of 
funds. The voted capital expenditure amount in the Stability Programme Update for 2019 re-
flects the additional funding allocated in the National Development Plan in respect of the Rural, 
Urban, and Innovation Funds.  With the cost of the funds being partly covered by an unallocated 
capital reserve, the additional cost arising in 2019 is less than €0.1 billion. 

Consequently, the expenditure pre-commitments outlined in the Stability Programme Up-
date that arose after publication of last year’s SES and MYER amount to €1.8 billion, with an 
impact of c. €1.4 billion after taking into account the estimated effect of the capital smoothing 
adjustment that applies under the Expenditure Benchmark.

15/05/2018WRL03400State Properties

15/05/2018WRL03500219. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
a location (details supplied) will be redeveloped; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21391/18]

15/05/2018WRL03600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Commissioners of Public Works are currently examining all options in re-
lation to the re-development of the Hawkins House site, with a view to maximising the benefit 
of the site to the State.   

This process must also take account of the re-development proposals of the adjacent prop-
erty owners, as the Hawkins House site is part of a wider Dublin City Council Local Area Plan.  

15/05/2018WRL03700Office of Public Works Projects

15/05/2018WRL03800220. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
timeframe for the OPW to issue Dublin City Council with a formal letter regarding the new 
pedestrian way to a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21392/18]

15/05/2018WRL03900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The proposed walk way traverses the area that is the subject of the Dublin 
City Council Local Area Plan.  Given that there are currently three separate property owners 
involved, the Commissioners of Public Works are of the view that any necessary communica-
tion with Dublin City Council would be best dealt with, in consultation with the other owners, 
when the re-development of the entire site is underway.

15/05/2018WRL04000Translation Services Provision

15/05/2018WRL04100221. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
there are open tenders through the Office of Government Procurement for multi-supplier frame-
works for translation and interpretation; if there has been a delay in such tenders; when such 
competitions will be opened; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20804/18]
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15/05/2018WRL04200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Office 
of Government Procurement (OGP) and its sector partners put in place framework agreements 
through which public sector bodies can buy goods and services.  The OGP has established three 
Framework Agreements to deliver translation and interpretation services to public bodies.  

These are for the provision of:

- Interpretation Services (excluding Irish), established in February 2016;

- Translation Services (excluding Irish), established in March 2016; and

- Irish Language Translation Services, established in July 2017. 

Draw down from these Frameworks is by way of mini-competitions through supplemen-
tary request for tenders (SRFTs) amongst framework suppliers only.  The OGP is progressing 
competitions under these Frameworks. However, there has been a lengthy delay in one mini-
competition under the Framework Agreement for the provision of Interpretation Services (ex-
cluding Irish) due to a legal challenge.

15/05/2018WRL04300Labour Court Recommendations

15/05/2018WRL04400222. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will implement the 2008 Labour Court recommendation regarding pension provision for su-
pervisors of community employment schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20843/18]

15/05/2018WRL04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I would refer 
the Deputy to my response to PQ 54985/17 of 16 January 2018.

15/05/2018WRL04600Departmental Expenditure

15/05/2018WRL04700223. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the value 
of contracts for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20858/18]

15/05/2018WRL04800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response 
to the Deputy’s question, the value of the contracts for goods and services with the companies 
HP Inc.; HP Enterprise; DXC Technology in the period in question are listed in the following 
table:

Year Company Amount
2013 Hewlett Packard Enterprise Nil

Hewlett Packard Inc. Nil
DXC Technology Nil

2014 Hewlett Packard Enterprise Nil
Hewlett Packard Inc. Nil
DXC Technology Nil

2015 Hewlett Packard Enterprise Nil
Hewlett Packard Inc. Nil
DXC Technology Nil

2016 Hewlett Packard Enterprise Nil
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Year Company Amount
Hewlett Packard Inc. €42,029.10
DXC Technology Nil

2017 Hewlett Packard Enterprise Nil
Hewlett Packard Inc. €174,189.66
DXC Technology Nil

2018 Hewlett Packard Enterprise Nil
Hewlett Packard Inc. €9,505.44
DXC Technology

15/05/2018WRL04900Flood Prevention Measures

15/05/2018WRL05000224. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason the Office of Public Works has decided not to complete the proposed flood mitigation 
works at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20874/18]

15/05/2018WRL05100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Claregalway Flood Relief Scheme has been in construction since mid 
2016 following the Confirmation of the Scheme by the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform in November, 2015, and is expected to be completed by the end of 2018. 

Detailed site investigations in Miontagh North have established that the poor local ground 
conditions in this particular area mean that the proposed road raising as originally intended can-
not be carried out without the risk of destabilising the existing road. 

OPW in consultation with Galway County Council is, however, continuing to examine po-
tential alternatives to establish what other works could be undertaken to raise the level of this 
road and /or provide access for residents in severe flood events without putting the existing road 
at risk of collapse.

15/05/2018WRM00200Office of Public Works Projects

15/05/2018WRM00300225. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position regarding the proposed works to be carried out at a property (details supplied). 
[20916/18]

15/05/2018WRM00400230. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding a project (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21275/18]

15/05/2018WRM00500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 225 and 230 together.

The competitive tender procurement process for the restoration of the ground floor of Don-
eraile House, Co. Cork, with ancillary exhibition and visitor reception facility, is nearing com-
pletion.  When all tenders have been received, assessed, and a contract awarded, further infor-
mation as to programme can be provided.

15/05/2018WRM00600Public Appointments Service
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15/05/2018WRM00700226. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the out-
sourcing of the aptitude tests for Public Appointments Service competitions to a UK provider 
will be reconsidered in view of the error that occurred in the principal officer competition in 
2017. [20927/18]

15/05/2018WRM00800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, the Public Appointments Service (PAS) is an independent statutory body 
which provides professional recruitment and selection services to the civil and public service.  
As with all assessment tests, test providers are selected following a competitive public procure-
ment exercise.  

PAS continually monitor all their processes with regard to competitions to ensure as much 
as is possible that issues such as the one referred to are avoided in the future.

I want to assure the Deputy again that no candidate was disadvantaged as a result of the er-
ror.

15/05/2018WRM00900Office of Public Works Properties

15/05/2018WRM01000227. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Office of Public Works holds or is in the process of acquiring economic interest in the site of 
the former customs post at Bridgend, County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20954/18]

15/05/2018WRM01100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that the former customs 
post site at Bridgend, Co. Donegal was sold in 2006 and that the OPW is not in the process of 
acquiring an economic interest in the property.

15/05/2018WRM01200State Properties Data

15/05/2018WRM01300228. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the State’s 
annual bill for the rental of buildings and property; and the State’s annual income from the 
rental of buildings and property. [20978/18]

15/05/2018WRM01400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The annual rent in respect of buildings and property rented by the Commis-
sioners of Public Works (CPW) is €96m.  Rental income from properties, received by the CPW 
in 2017, was €1,826,337.97.

The Commissioners are not in a position to provide the annual bill for the rental of build-
ings and property held under agreements that other Departments or public bodies may have 
entered into nor can they provide a figure on income that other Departments or public bodies 
may receive.

15/05/2018WRM01500Office of Public Works Properties

15/05/2018WRM01600229. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
provision of mobile phone services in an area (details supplied) will be facilitated. [21080/18]
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15/05/2018WRM01700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The property referred to by the Deputy is a historic property.  It is the policy of 
the Office of Public Works (OPW) not to install telecommunications masts at such properties.

However, as part of the OPW’s Mast Programme, the OPW will request its third party ser-
vice provider to engage with all Mobile Network Operators (MNO) who may have an interest 
in providing an enhanced service at an appropriate OPW owned site in the Doneraile area.

Question No. 230 answered with Question No. 225.

15/05/2018WRM01900Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRM02000231. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of staff in his Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South issues; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21269/18]

15/05/2018WRM02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment’s Brexit/EU/North South Unit has primary responsibility for North-South issues across 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  It is comprised of six staff, along with an 
attaché based in the Permanent Representation in Brussels.  The Unit is responsible for the 
EU-funded PEACE and INTERREG programmes and for matters relating to the North South 
Ministerial Council.  It also coordinates with other areas of the Department dealing with North-
South issues, particularly in relation to the North-South Implementation Bodies established 
under the Good Friday Agreement.

15/05/2018WRM02200Flood Prevention Measures

15/05/2018WRM02300232. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
a report by a company (details supplied) on proposed flood defences at Burnfoot, County Done-
gal will be submitted to the OPW; and when a decision on flood defences at Burnfoot will be 
made. [21290/18]

15/05/2018WRM02400233. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
flood defence works planned for Buncrana and Luddan, County Donegal by the OPW include 
flood defences to protect the homes at Elm Park, Buncrana, County Donegal. [21291/18]

15/05/2018WRM02500234. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
way in which homeowners and businesses recently flooded in County Donegal and not covered 
by planned OPW works as announced in May 2018 and not considered to be the responsibility 
of Donegal County Council, are expected to protect themselves from future flooding events; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21292/18]

15/05/2018WRM02600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 232 to 234, inclusive, together.

The OPW is undertaking this further assessment of Burnfoot to determine, through more 
localised assessment and including a review of any change in the hydrological circumstances 
for the town, if a flood relief scheme is viable for the protection of the town.  The OPW’s further 
assessment of Burnfoot is nearing completion. I expect to be in a position to make a decision 
and an announcement in relation to Burnfoot in the very near future.

The recently announced Flood Risk Management Plans proposed a flood relief scheme for 
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Buncrana-Luddan consisting of a series of sea walls, flood embankments and floodwalls to 
protect against coastal and fluvial flood events.  The flooding which occurred at Elm Park will 
be considered as part of the development of detailed design of a scheme for Buncranna that 
will also include further environmental assessment, public consultation and review of costs and 
benefits.

Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to in-
vestigate and address.  Donegal County Council may carry out flood mitigation works using 
its own resources.  The Council may also apply to the Office of Public Works for funding of 
flood mitigation works under this Office’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protec-
tion Scheme.  The purpose of this scheme, introduced in 2009, is to provide funding to Local 
Authorities to undertake minor flood mitigation works or studies to address localised flooding 
and coastal protection problems within their administrative areas.  The OPW has approved 34 
Minor Works schemes in Donegal at a cost of €1.5 million.  Details of these schemes are on the 
OPW website, www.opw.ie.

For properties at risk outside of the areas assessed under the CFRAM study there are a range 
of measures, in addition to the Minor Works Scheme, that are available to help prevent, protect 
and mitigate their flood risk, including:

- Planning guidelines to prevent building in flood-prone areas,

- Emergency response planning to help prevent and mitigate flood damage during a flood 
event that will be supported through the development of the National Flood Forecasting Ser-
vice,

- Voluntary Home Relocation (once-off) Scheme for those worst affected by the floods in 
2015.

The Office of Public Works is currently researching options for Government to consider for 
any possible feasible support to Individual Property Protection in the future.

15/05/2018WRM02900Office of Public Works Projects

15/05/2018WRM03000235. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
tus in relation to providing structures at a location (details supplied) by the OPW; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21312/18]

15/05/2018WRM03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I can confirm that the Office of Public Works (OPW) is working with Garda 
Estate Management (GEM) in relation to the provision of the structures referred to by the Depu-
ty.  A design and specification has been agreed with GEM.  OPW has commenced the tendering 
process for the provision of the first of them.

 OPW will continue to work with GEM on their remaining requirements in this regard.

15/05/2018WRM03200Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

15/05/2018WRM03300236. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
efforts being made to resolve the issue of establishing an agreed pension entitlement as per the 
claim being made by community employment scheme supervisors; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21341/18]
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15/05/2018WRM03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I would refer 
the Deputy to my response to PQ 54985/17 of 16 January 2018.

15/05/2018WRM03500Flood Prevention Measures

15/05/2018WRM03600237. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he has received a report (details supplied) on the cost of a tidal barrier in Little Island, County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21355/18]

15/05/2018WRM03700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): As part of the development of the Lower Lee Flood Relief Scheme and the 
statutory public consultation process on the scheme, a comprehensive report on the potential for 
a tidal barrier for Cork was carried out by engineering consultants Arups on behalf of the Office 
of Public Works (OPW) which included a cost estimate of the alternative proposal for a tidal 
barrier put forward by a group, savecorkcity, who are opposed to the proposed OPW scheme.  It 
has come to the OPW’s attention in very recent days that the savecorkcity group subsequently 
commissioned the Delft University in the Netherlands to carry out an assessment of the costs of 
this alternative proposal as they were set out in the OPW report.  Although the Delft report ap-
pears to have been completed on the 10th April it was only last week that certain extracts from 
the report surfaced in the media which made the OPW aware of its existence.  The savecorkcity 
group did not inform the OPW of the report or provide the OPW with a copy of the report or 
its terms of reference.  A copy of the report was requested by the OPW from the savecorkcity 
group last week and was subsequently provided.

The OPW has had the savecorkcity/Delft report reviewed and can confirm that, when read in 
full, the report actually validates the order of magnitude costings contained in the OPW’s own 
tidal barrier report and does not identify any issues which would materially alter the costs esti-
mates in the OPW’s report.  The savecorkcity/Delft report comes up with a construction-only 
cost of €258m compared with the OPW’s cost of €289m.  The difference can be attributed to 
the fact that the savecorkcity/Delft report does not include sufficient allowances for many items 
including significant embankment elements, any measures to prevent bypass of the barrier, the 
costs of protection against fluvial flooding and operational and maintenance costs.  If these cor-
rections were made in the savecorkcity/Delft report then the whole life cost of the savecorkc-
ity barrier proposal would be very similar to the estimate of €0.5billion contained in the OPW 
report, and would therefore not be cost beneficial.

It must also be noted that, aside from matters of costs,  the location, type and size of the 
barrier proposed in the savecorkcity proposal is considered likely to be neither technically nor 
environmentally viable.

15/05/2018WRM03800Public Sector Staff Recruitment

15/05/2018WRM03900238. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when a 
new round of applications will open for positions (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21380/18]

15/05/2018WRM04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Depu-
ty will be aware, the Public Appointments Service (PAS), is the independent recruiter of people 
for the civil service through open and interdepartmental competitions. 

While there are many factors affecting recruitment the most important are the expected 
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number of staff who will leave in the near future, existing panels in place and the demand for 
staff based on the work to be carried out by departments/offices.

I understand from PAS that it intends to hold the following competitions in 2018/2019;

Executive Officers                     -             Quarter 3 2018

Higher Executive Officers          -             To be decided

Administrative Officers              -             Quarter 3 2018

Assistant Principal Officers        -             Quarter 2 2018

Principal Officers                      -             Quarter 1 2019   

I would emphasise that these dates are subject to change.

The grade of Staff Officer no longer exists in the civil service.

15/05/2018WRM04100Flood Prevention Measures

15/05/2018WRM04200239. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
public display of the Enniscorthy flood defence scheme will proceed on 28 May 2018; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21397/18]

15/05/2018WRM04300240. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
public consultation for the Enniscorthy flood defence scheme will take place; the position re-
garding the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21400/18]

15/05/2018WRM04400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 239 and 240 together.

The River Slaney (Enniscorthy) Flood Relief Scheme is being progressed by the Office 
of Public Works (OPW) in conjunction with Wexford County Council.  The Scheme has been 
provided for in the OPW multi-annual Capital Expenditure Budgets, and is one of the major 
schemes to be funded from the €940 million allocation for flood relief capital investment under 
the National Development Plan 2018-27. 

Consultants Mott Mc Donald are leading the design engineers of the flood defences ele-
ment, with Roughan O’Donovan commissioned to design the proposed new road bridge.  The 
existing Seamus Rafter bridge is a contributing factor to flooding in Enniscorthy and must be 
removed to ensure the success of the scheme.  A replacement road bridge will be constructed 
just downstream of the town (crossing over the existing playground), and a new pedestrian 
bridge will be constructed in the area of the Seamus Rafter bridge.

Initial site investigations have been completed, along with archaeological and ecological 
assessments and reports.  An advance programme to control and eradicate invasive species of 
vegetation is currently underway.  Further advance construction elements which involve reloca-
tion of services and utilities along the Promenade are expected to commence in 2018.

A briefing to update members of Wexford County Council will take place in Enniscorthy on 
May 21, and following this, a public information display of the scheme will take place on 11th 
June.  Following this, the scheme design and Environmental Impact Assessment Report (and 
other relevant reports) will be made available to the public through the statutory Exhibition 
process.  All submissions received during this statutory consultation process will be assessed, 
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and designs may be amended as a result.  Subsequently, formal Confirmation or approval for 
the scheme will be sought from the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform, 
with construction expected to start in mid to late 2019.

15/05/2018WRM04600Office of Public Works Projects

15/05/2018WRM04700241. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 259 of 16 January 2018, the status of the report com-
missioned by the Office of Public Works to examine the feasibility and implications of the sug-
gested changeover of the cycle trails and footpaths along Chesterfield Avenue; if the OPW has 
undertaken a study regarding the introduction of vehicle traffic calming measures on the road; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21407/18]

15/05/2018WRM04800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works has commissioned an independent report to exam-
ine the proposed changeover of the cycle trails and footpaths along Chesterfield Avenue in the 
Phoenix Park.  The report will be available before the end of June 2018. 

No study has been undertaken with regard to the introduction of vehicle calming measures 
on Chesterfield Avenue.

15/05/2018WRM04900Education and Training Boards Places

15/05/2018WRM05000242. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appro-
priate welding course can be facilitated in the case of person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20925/18]

15/05/2018WRM05100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): I 
understand that the person in question was referred by his local Intreo Office to City of Dublin 
Education and Training Board (CDETB) for participation on a welding course.  I understand 
that a place will be available for him on a course beginning in August.

15/05/2018WRN00200Public Sector Pensions

15/05/2018WRN00300243. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the terms of 
the new public service pension scheme for new teachers who commenced work since 2013; the 
contribution rates that will apply; when they will receive their pension; the way in which their 
pension will be calculated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21280/18]

15/05/2018WRN00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Public Service Pen-
sions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012 was enacted by the Oireachtas and be-
came law on 28 July 2012. The Act provides for a Single Public Service Pension Scheme for 
the generality of new public servants including teachers. The Single Scheme was commenced 
with effect from 1 January 2013 by Order by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

The Single Scheme provides that new entrants to pensionable public service employment 
on or after 1 January 2013 are, in general, members of the Single Scheme. In addition former 
public service employees returning to the public service after a break of more than 26 weeks 
in pensionable public sector employment become members of the Single Scheme. (Persons in 
pre-existing public service pension schemes, returning directly from approved leave of absence 
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do not become members of the Single Scheme.)

 The contribution rates payable by Single Scheme members’ while in paid pensionable em-
ployment consists of 3.5% of net pensionable pay (i.e. pensionable pay less twice the rate of 
State Pension Contributory) plus 3% of pensionable pay. 

Subject to having paid into the Scheme for at least 24 months, the minimum age at which 
pension will be payable is linked to the State Pension age, that is age 66 years currently, rising 
to age 67 years in 2021 and age 68 in 2028. A compulsory retirement age of 70 also applies. 

The legislation provides a facility for early retirement from age 55 on cost-neutral grounds. 
In such cases the benefits payable will be actuarially reduced. 

The single scheme also provides for benefits in the following circumstances:

- early retirement on medical grounds, subject to certain conditions;

- death in service benefit of twice annual pensionable remuneration;

- preserved benefits paid on application at the age at which a member would be eligible 
to receive the State Pension Contributory (SPC); The preserved benefits would be payable on 
reaching State Pension Age to a person who left public service employment before normal pen-
sion age having completed the vesting period.

- pensions for spouses or civil partners and eligible children where the Single Scheme mem-
ber dies in service or following retirement.

Unlike pre-existing public service pension schemes where benefits are calculated by refer-
ence to pensionable pay at retirement, under the Single Scheme career average earnings are 
used to calculate benefits. A member builds up two types of benefits, called Referable Amounts, 
while in paid pensionable employment. Separate Referable Amounts are built up towards retire-
ment lump sum and annual retirement pension.

For most public servants, including teachers, who are members of the Single Scheme the 
pension Referable Amounts accrue at the rate of 0.58% of pensionable pay up to a threshold 
of 3.74 times the value of the Contributory State Pension, plus, where pensionable pay ex-
ceeds that threshold, at the rate of 1.25% on the excess. (At this time the threshold equates to 
€47,480.77 per annum.)

The Lump sum Referable Amount accrues at a rate of 3.75% of pensionable pay.

Where a person is not working on a full-time basis the referable amounts are adjusted by 
reference to the proportion that the number of hours worked bear to the full-time hours. 

For amounts earned during earlier years of membership of the Scheme, the legislation pro-
vides that these may be increased in subsequent years having regard to changes in the consumer 
price index. 

 The maximum gross annual pension that may accrues at retirement will be equivalent to 
the sum of the referable amounts together with adjustments in the period as provided for having 
regard to changes in the Consumer Price Index. Similarly the gross lump sum payable will be 
the equivalent of the sum of the lump sum referable amounts in respect of the period as adjusted 
by changes to CPI.

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, which has overall responsibility for 
public service pension policy, has available on its website extensive information on the Public 
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Service Single Scheme to assist Single Scheme members and other interested parties. The infor-
mation may be accessed at the following link: https://singlepensionscheme.gov.ie/

15/05/2018WRN00500Multidenominational Schools

15/05/2018WRN00600244. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
statement (details supplied); and his further views on whether that to be truly multi-denomina-
tional a school must give equal weight to the background of all students and ensure the majority 
view is not allowed to dictate the ethos of the school. [20819/18]

15/05/2018WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): ETB schools are multi-de-
nominational schools and as such are required to serve their communities however composed. 
This includes providing for religious instruction according to the profile of the students who 
attend the school.

In relation to religious instruction my Department recently published Circular letter 
0013/2018 “Religious instruction and worship in certain second level schools in the context of 
Article 44.2.4 of the Constitution of Ireland and section 30 of the Education Act, 1998  ” which 
sets out a new approach to the arrangements that are made for religious instruction and worship 
in Education and Training Board (ETB) and Community post primary schools. 

The new arrangements will require State multi-denominational post primary schools to con-
sult with parents and, in the case of pupils who have reached the age of 18, the pupil, to as-
certain their wishes in relation to religious instruction. Schools will be required to incorporate 
parental choice regarding religious instruction as part of the normal processes for planning and 
timetabling subject choices generally. Decisions in relation to alternative subject(s) offered for 
those who do not want religious instruction is a matter for each school concerned.

The key change is that those pupils who do not want instruction in line with the requirements 
of any particular religion should be timetabled for alternative tuition throughout the school year 
rather that supervised study or other activities.  These changes will ensure that children who do 
not want to participate in religious instruction will have a meaningful alternative.

While Circular 13/2018 has immediate effect my Department acknowledges that it will take 
time for schools to reflect the new arrangements in their work of revising new timetables for 
the 2018/19 school year. Regard will also have to be made for existing curricular choices and 
arrangements in place for junior and senior years.

I believe that a school’s arrangements for those students who do not wish to attend religious 
instruction should be made clear to parents at the outset.  In that regard, the Programme for 
Government contains a commitment to publish new school admission legislation taking into 
account current draft proposals.

I am bringing forward in the Education (Admission to Schools) Bill a specific requirement 
that school enrolment policies must include details of the school’s arrangements for any stu-
dents who do not wish to attend religious instruction. I believe this is an important measure 
which will help ensure transparency from the outset as to how a school will uphold the rights 
of parents in this regard. The Bill passed Committee Stage on 28 June 2017 and will shortly 
proceed to Report Stage.

15/05/2018WRN00800School Staff
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15/05/2018WRN00900245. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the allocation 
of an additional post under circular 0010/2018 for a school (details supplied) will be approved; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20820/18]

15/05/2018WRN01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The criteria used for the 
allocation of teaching posts is published annually on the Department website. The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. 

The staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staffing 
appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. Details of the appeal process 
and application form are available in Circular 0010/2018, “Staffing Arrangements in Primary 
Schools for the 2018/19 School Year”, which is published on the Department website.

My Department has received a staffing appeal from the school referred to by the Deputy.  
The Primary Staffing Appeals Board will meet to review appeals for the 2018/19 school year in 
the coming weeks and the school will be notified of the outcome of the appeal.

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its deci-
sion is final.

15/05/2018WRN01100Departmental Budgets

15/05/2018WRN01200246. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
set aside on an annual basis for contingent liability for the past 25 years to date; the way in 
which it is determined the amount that is forecast to be needed for contingent liability; if an 
actuary analysis is carried out for budgeting current and future contingent liability; if a risk as-
sessment is conducted in the context of contingent liability; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [20833/18]

15/05/2018WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following table lists 
the amount disclosed in my Department’s Appropriation Accounts for contingent liabilities for 
the past 25 years as requested by the Deputy. Two categories of contingent liability have been 
disclosed in the accounts: those related to the  Residential Institutions Redress Scheme and 
those related to the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse.  

The estimated liability in each year in relation to the Residential Institutions Redress Scheme 
was based on the average award and legal cost paid by the Redress Board and the estimated 
number of remaining Redress Board applications to be processed.  

The estimated contingent liability in respect of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse 
was based primarily on the anticipated settlement of outstanding legal costs associated with the 
Commission’s work.  

As the work of both of these bodies draws to a conclusion the respective contingent liability 
estimate for each has considerably reduced in recent years.
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Year Residential Insti-
tutions Redress 
Scheme

Commission to 
Inquire into Child 
Abuse

2016 €0.5 m €1.0 m
2015 €2.0 m €1.5 m
2014 €13.0 m €3.55 m
2013 €45.0 m €15.0 m
2012 €107.0 m €15-€20 m
2011 €150.0 m €15-€20 m
2010 €90.0 m €30-€35 m
2009 €75.0 m €30-€40 m
2008 €200.0 m €30-€40 m
2007 €360.0 m €40-€45 m
2006 €600.0 m €50-€60 m
2005 €950.0 m €46 m
2004 €500-€550 m €80 m
2003 0 0
2002 0 0
2001 0 0
2000 0 0
1999 0 0
1998 0 0
1997 0 0
1996 0 0
1995 0 0
1994 0 0
1993 0 0
1992 0 0

15/05/2018WRN01400Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRN01500247. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the value of contracts 
for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20851/18]

15/05/2018WRN01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In response to the Question 
posed by the Deputy and in relation to the company (details supplied), there were no payments 
processed on my Department’s FMS System.

Please note the contracts outlined relate to Hewlett-Packard Irl Ltd and not to the company 
details supplied by the Deputy.

The value of payments by year to Hewlett-Packard Irl Ltd is provided in the following table: 

Supplier Year Description Amount Paid
HEWLETT-PACKARD   IRL LTD 2010 Contract for Hard-

ware Maintenance 
Services

€22,303.74
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Supplier Year Description Amount Paid
HEWLETT-PACKARD   IRL LTD 2011 Contract for Hard-

ware Maintenance 
Services

€3,214.26

HEWLETT-PACKARD   IRL LTD 2012 Contract for Hard-
ware Maintenance 
Services

€4,802.48

15/05/2018WRN01700Schools Data

15/05/2018WRN01800248. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a special 
school (details supplied) located at three sites in counties Waterford, Wexford and Kilkenny; the 
enrolment numbers; the staff numbers; and the future plans for this school. [20866/18]

15/05/2018WRN01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I recently received corre-
spondence from the joint Patrons of the School in question indicating that the Board of Mange-
ment has advised them that the School is no longer viable.

I understand from my officials that the staffing of the school is a Principal plus three as-
sistants and that two pupils will need to be facilitated to transfer to another school for the next 
school year. The school have confirmed that they are in contact with Tusla’s Educational Wel-
fare service whose responsibility it is to assist in identifying school placements.   

I have responded to the Patrons indicating that my officials will work over the coming 
weeks with the Board of Management to discuss arrangements regarding the matter.

15/05/2018WRN02000Student Grant Scheme

15/05/2018WRN02100249. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the third level grants 
that are allocated to students (details supplied); the way in which the system operates; if means 
are disregarded in these cases; the frequency with which these areas are reviewed; if full grants 
are issued in these instances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20867/18]

15/05/2018WRN02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department will pro-
vide circa €450m for measures to help people to access further and higher education in 2018.

The principal support provided by my Department in financial terms is the Student Grant 
Scheme, which makes available means-tested financial assistance to students in further and 
higher education. The student grant scheme is administered by Student Universal Support Ire-
land (SUSI) which is a business unit of CDETB. Under the terms of the student grant scheme, 
grant assistance is awarded to students on full-time courses who meet the prescribed conditions 
of funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, approved course, previous 
academic attainment and means. The grant scheme is complemented by the Student Assistance 
Fund and the Fund for Students with Disabilities, as well as a programme of scholarships and 
bursaries.  

The means tested Scheme provides for higher income thresholds for larger families. In addi-
tion to this, further increases in the income thresholds are provided for where additional family 
members are attending further and higher education at the same time.

The criteria for the scheme are applied nationally and are reviewed annually. 
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SUSI’s online system for the 2018 Student Grant Scheme is now open. Students attending 
college in the academic year 2018/19 are required to submit their grant application to SUSI (via 
www.susi.ie) to have their eligibility for grant assistance assessed. 

Third-level students who are experiencing exceptional financial need, can also apply for 
support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and com-
passionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to 
their financial circumstances. Information on the fund is available through the Access Officer 
in the third level institution attended. This fund is administered on a confidential, discretionary 
basis.

Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for ap-
proved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information on this tax relief 
is available from the Revenue Commissioners at www.revenue.ie.

15/05/2018WRN02300Education and Training Boards Data

15/05/2018WRN02400250. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the local and re-
gional drugs taskforces that have a representative from his Department on the taskforce in each 
of the years 2016 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; the number of meetings that took 
place; the number that were attended by the representative from his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20902/18]

15/05/2018WRN02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department does not 
have any representatives on local and regional drug taskforces. However, local and regional 
drug task forces do contain representatives from Education and Training Boards (ETBs). I have 
requested the information sought from the ETBs regarding attendance at local and regional 
drugs taskforces and will forward it to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

15/05/2018WRN02600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

15/05/2018WRN02700251. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding school supports for children with dyspraxia here; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20914/18]

15/05/2018WRN02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department provides 
for a range of services and supports to ensure that children of school going age with Special 
Educational Needs, including children with Dyspraxia, can have access to an education ap-
propriate to their needs. These supports include additional teaching and care support, enhanced 
capitation, specialist school transport arrangements, assistive technology and/or specialist 
equipment, adaptations for school buildings where necessary and additional training for teach-
ers of children with special educational needs. 

The functions of the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) include planning and 
coordinating the provision of education and support services to children with special educa-
tional needs in conjunction with schools and the Health Service Executive (HSE). 

The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is 
responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports as 
required.  The NCSE is aware of emerging need from year to year and where special provision 
is required it is planned and established to meet that need.
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The NCSE’s SENO responsibility includes planning and coordinating the provision of edu-
cation and support services to children with special educational needs, including supporting 
children and parents in identifying school placement options and resource needs. Each SENO 
works in an assigned local area with parents, schools, teachers, psychologists, health profes-
sionals and other staff who are involved in the provision of services in that area for children 
with special educational needs.

From 21st March 2017, the Special Education Support Service (SESS), the National Be-
havioural Support Service (NBSS) and the Visiting Teacher Service for Children who are Deaf/
Hard of Hearing and Children who are Blind/Visually Impaired (VTHVI) transferred from my 
Department to the NCSE and joined with the services already being provided by NCSE’s SE-
NOs and administrative staff to form a new NCSE Support Service. This new service aims to 
develop schools’ capacity to include students with special educational needs and to promote a 
continuum of educational provision which is inclusive and responsive.

Children with Dyspraxia may be entitled to additional teaching provision in school, under 
the new model for allocating special education teachers, which was introduced since September 
2017. Under this model, schools are provided with an allocation for special educational support 
teaching to support all students who need such support.   

Schools now have greater discretion as to how they can deploy resources, to take account 
of the actual learning needs students have, as opposed to being guided by a particular diagnosis 
of disability.

My Department recently published guidelines for schools as to how they should utilise and 
deploy their resources under the new allocation model. These guidelines are available at http://
www.education.ie/en/The-Department/Announcements/Guidelines-for-Schools-Supporting-
Children-with-Special-Educational-needs-in-Mainstream-Schools.html

The guidelines will support schools in how they identify students, including students with 
Dyspraxia/DCD for additional teaching support, and decide how much support to provide, tak-
ing into account the extent and severity of their needs.

Where students have additional care needs, which are so significant that they require addi-
tional adult support in order to attend school and access the curriculum, they may be supported 
by Special Needs Assistants. 

SNA support is provided specifically to assist recognised primary, post primary and special 
schools to cater for the care needs of students with disabilities in an educational context, where 
the nature of these care needs have been outlined in professional reports as being so significant 
that a student will require adult assistance in order to be able to attend school and to participate 
in education, in accordance with the criteria set out in my Departments Circular 30/2014.

In circumstances where students with Dyspraxia/Developmental Coordination Disorder 
(DCD) have care needs to the extent that the school considers SNA support is required for them 
to attend and access the curriculum, the school may apply to the NCSE for SNA support.

Funding is also provided to schools towards the cost of assistive technology, for children 
with special educational needs which is essential for educational purposes, to assist children 
with special educational needs in Primary, Post Primary and Special schools, in accordance 
with the criteria set out in my Department’s Circular 0010/2013. 

The NCSE provides for support for additional training needs in the area of Dyspraxia for 
teachers  through the Special Education Support Service (SESS) which manages, co-ordinates 
and develops a range of supports in response to identified teacher training needs. The SESS 
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provides Continuing Professional Development (CPD) support for teachers of pupils with Dys-
praxia through an Inclusive Learning Resource Teachers course as well as an online resource 
facility and an online book borrowing facility.

All primary and post primary schools have access to psychological assessments either di-
rectly through the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS), or through the Scheme 
for Commissioning Psychological Assessments (SCPA), full details of which are available on 
the Department’s website. Where a NEPS psychologist is not assigned to a school, authorities 
therein may access psychological assessments through SCPA. Under this scheme schools can 
have an assessment carried out by a member of the panel of private psychologists approved by 
NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist the fees for this assessment directly.

Post primary school students with special needs may have special arrangements made for 
them while sitting State examinations such as the Leaving Certificate and Junior Certificate. 
Candidates with disabilities can apply through their school for reasonable accommodation dur-
ing examinations.  Further details of supports are available from the State Examinations Com-
mission (SEC) Reasonable Accommodations Section.

At third level, the National Office for Equity of Access to Third Level Education, within 
the Higher Education Authority (HEA), administers a number of access measures including the 
Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD), the purpose of which is to assist students with dis-
abilities.  A range of supports are available at third level colleges to support students who have 
disabilities or special educational needs. Details of the additional support and services that are 
available for students with medical conditions/disabilities at third level colleges will be pro-
vided by the Disability Officers at each college.

The supports which will be provided for students with special educational needs, including 
Dyspraxia/Developmental Coordination Disorder (DCD), will take account of the needs that 
each pupil has and the type of college or course that they are attending.

Students with disabilities or severe medical conditions should contact the Disability Office 
before the beginning of the academic year to find out what disability supports will be available 
to them and will need to discuss with the Disability/Access Officer in the college/university 
details of their needs based requirement in college.

15/05/2018WRN02900Teacher Redeployment

15/05/2018WRN03000252. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a proposal 
for the establishment of panels for second level teachers has been examined; and if such a 
proposal has been discussed by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20930/18]

15/05/2018WRN03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Redeployment schemes 
currently exist at post-primary level in school closure situations, where there are surplus teach-
ers in a school/Education and Training Board in situations other than school closure, and to ad-
dress mismatch between curricular needs and staffing resources in a school/ETB. A pilot volun-
tary redeployment scheme is also in operation this year. Voluntary redeployment arrangements 
are put in place on an annual basis as necessary, as an adjunct to the compulsory redeployment 
process. 

The establishment of a supplementary panel at post-primary and extensions to the volun-
tary redeployment scheme are the subject of ongoing discussions at the Teachers Conciliation 
Council, to which the Department, school management bodies and teacher unions are all party. 
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As the proceedings of the TCC are confidential, it would not be appropriate for me to make any 
further comment.

15/05/2018WRN03200School Staff

15/05/2018WRN03300253. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are 
vacancies for teachers under the Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board; and if so, 
the details by subject; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20931/18]

15/05/2018WRN03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Teacher allocations for all 
schools are approved annually by the Department in accordance with established rules based on 
recognised pupil enrolment. The Department provides a staffing allocation to each ETB.   

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the in-
dividual school authority, in this instance the Limerick and Clare ETB, subject to procedures 
agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the Education (Amend-
ment) Act 2012).

15/05/2018WRN03500School Admissions

15/05/2018WRN03600254. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a matter (details 
supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20933/18]

15/05/2018WRN03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In relation to school ad-
missions, parents can choose which school to apply to and where the school has places available 
the pupil should be admitted. However, in schools where there are more applicants than places 
available a selection process may be necessary.

This selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discrimi-
natory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants. However, this may result in some 
pupils not obtaining a place in the school of their first choice.

Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian to the 
Secretary General of my Department, or in the case of an Educational Training Board (ETB) 
school to the ETB in the first instance, where a Board of Management of a school, or a person 
acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student in a school, expels a student or suspends 
a student for 20 or more days in any school year. Further information on the Section 29 appeals 
process is available on the Department’s website www.education.ie.

The Education Welfare Service of the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) is the statutory 
agency which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for 
their child. The EWS can be contacted at 01-7718500.

15/05/2018WRN03800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

15/05/2018WRN03900255. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a com-
plaint in relation to the non-provision of a SNA that was lodged with the National Council for 
Special Education on 15 March 2018 by a school (details supplied) in County Kerry has not 
been responded to; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20953/18]
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15/05/2018WRN04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) are provided to assist recognised schools to cater for pupils with disabilities, who have 
additional and significant care needs, in an educational context and where the nature of these 
care needs have been outlined in medical and other professional reports as being so significant 
that a pupil will require additional adult assistance in order to be able to attend school and to 
participate in education.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which is an independent agency, is 
responsible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for 
allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually tak-
ing into account the assessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the 
school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on the Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA 
support will receive access to such support. 

In considering applications for SNA supports for individual pupils, the SENOs take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. SNAs are not allocated to individual children but 
to schools as a school based resource.

The deadline for applying for SNA support for the 2018/19 school year was extended from 
28 February to 7 March 2018 due to the effects of adverse weather. The NCSE continue to re-
ceive applications after this date and they are processed according to date of receipt. the NCSE 
aim to respond to valid applications received later this month.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support on the grounds that Department policy was 
not met in accordance with Circular 0030/2014. 

Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school considers that the NCSE, in apply-
ing Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level of SNA supports to the school to 
meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children concerned.

I have arranged for the NCSE to respond directly to the Deputy, as this relates to an indi-
vidual school and the NCSE’s complaint procedures, which is available at 

http://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Comment-and-complaint-Procedure-FI-
NAL13.05.15.doc.pdf

15/05/2018WRN04100Institutes of Technology

15/05/2018WRN04200256. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason an 
external facilitator has yet to be appointed to oversee the implementation of the recommenda-
tions of the Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology, GMIT, working group report published in 
December 2017 in regard to the Mayo campus of GMIT; and if a date will be set for same to 
ensure the appointment of the appropriate person. [20992/18]

15/05/2018WRN04300257. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
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Mayo campus of GMIT has not hired a head of campus. [20993/18]

15/05/2018WRN04400258. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the recommen-
dations of the GMIT working group report published in December 2017 that have been im-
plemented to date; and the timeline for the implementation of outstanding recommendations. 
[20994/18]

15/05/2018WRN04500259. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the ring-fenced 
funds promised and allocated to the Mayo campus of GMIT can be drawn down to spend at the 
campus; and the reason for the delay. [20995/18]

15/05/2018WRN04600260. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if no cuts are 
planned to courses, staff and staff relocations for the Mayo campus of GMIT for the academic 
year 2018-2019. [20996/18]

15/05/2018WRN04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 256 to 260, inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to the future sustainability of the Castlebar Campus of Gal-
way-Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT). This is the reason why I established the Working 
Group in March 2017 to develop a plan that would safeguard the future of the Castlebar campus. 

The Report of the Working Group was published in December 2017. It provides a wide-
ranging assessment of the context within which the Campus is currently operating, and outlines 
a proposed vision for the future of the Mayo Campus. It also provides a strategic and compre-
hensive plan to address the financial and sustainability issues which have been experienced by 
the GMIT Mayo Campus in recent years.

The Working Group recommendations are primarily for GMIT to implement. However, 
there are recommendations that relate specifically to my Department for action.  In response 
to this my Department has prioritised these recommendations including the provision of ring 
fenced funding for the Castlebar campus for each of the next five years while the plan is being 
implemented.  I wish to advise that the provision of this additional funding is contingent on 
GMIT progressing the implementation of the recommendations of the report, and is subject to 
review by the HEA. 

My Department and the HEA are working with GMIT to ensure that the other recommen-
dations are being progressed. These include the appointment of an external facilitator and the 
appointment of a head of campus for the Mayo campus.  

I understand that the recruitment campaign for the head of campus will be initiated by 
GMIT shortly. A previous recruitment process had to be cancelled by GMIT. 

The appointment of an independent external facilitator who will oversee the transition to the 
new structural and operational arrangements is a significant recommendation. The facilitator 
will play an important role in supporting the implementation of a number of the other Working 
Group recommendations.  The procurement of this expertise will be initiated shortly by GMIT. 

GMIT has established a sub committee to ensure the implementation of the recommenda-
tions of the report.  This committee and GMIT issue regular updates on progress to the HEA 
who will continue to oversee the implementation of the recommendations of the report.  

As part of the implementation of the recommendations GMIT are currently considering 
the position and options relating to potential staff redeployment as part of a suite of measures.  
However it is envisaged that any measures will be on a voluntary basis. Any proposals in this 
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area will also be subject to approval by my Department and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform.

15/05/2018WRO00200School Accommodation

15/05/2018WRO00300261. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which 
students from a school (details supplied) in County Meath who are due to enter second level 
education in September 2018 will be able to gain entry to second level schools in their area. 
[21012/18]

15/05/2018WRO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the primary school referred to in the details provided is located in a school planning area in 
which there are two post-primary schools, a co-educational and all girls’ school. 

The primary school in question is not part of the post-primary school planning areas where 
the post primary schools referred to in the details supplied are located. My Department under-
stands however that there is some post primary school capacity in the Navan area.

In relation to school admissions, parents can choose which school to apply to and where the 
school has places available, the pupil should be admitted. However, in schools where there are 
more applicants than places available, a selection process may be necessary.

This selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discrimi-
natory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants. However, this may result in some 
pupils not obtaining a place in the school of their first choice.

15/05/2018WRO00500Departmental Reports

15/05/2018WRO00600262. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will publish 
the report into the death of a person (details supplied) which was conducted by his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21044/18]

15/05/2018WRO00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I have asked officials to 
conduct a search to establish if any report on the death of Ann Lovett is held in the records of 
the Department. To date, no such report has been located but the search is not completed. I will 
reply fully to the Deputy when the search is concluded. 

15/05/2018WRO00800School Curriculum

15/05/2018WRO00900263. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason history 
has been removed as a compulsory subject from the junior cycle curriculum. [21051/18]

15/05/2018WRO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): When schools in Ireland 
are implementing the new Framework for Junior Cycle, they have the autonomy and flexibility 
to design programmes within the parameters of the framework, mindful in particular of the 
needs of their students and their teaching resources.  I am in favour of leaving the decisions on 
what is offered to the discretion of the school, and of students having as broad a range of options 
to choose from as possible.

Because the total number of full subjects which can be done for assessment in junior cycle 
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is ten, it is likely that schools will retain most or all of their current subjects in their junior cycle 
going forward. 

Currently, over 90% of students choose History, although it is compulsory only in voluntary 
secondary schools, not much more than half our post-primary schools. Curriculum choice is 
important in motivating students to learn and to remain in school to completion of senior cycle.   
Schools across all sectors offer History. History teachers attract students to their subject through 
their own love and passion for History, and by engaging the natural curiosity of their students 
in, for example, the lives of people, the origins of the modern world and in objects and docu-
ments from the past. History is generally the 5th most popular subject in the Junior Certificate 
examination.

I have every confidence that, through the implementation of the Framework for Junior Cy-
cle the place of History will be retained and given a new impetus across the junior cycle cur-
riculum.  A new specification for Junior Cycle History is being developed by the NCCA. This 
involved extensive consultation with key stakeholders and the public, which finished recently, 
during which over 200 submissions were received.  The new specification will be available for 
implementation in all schools from September 2018.

The Leaving Certificate History syllabus attracts about 25% of the total cohort of students. 
The aim is to make the new specification for Junior Cycle History more attractive, so young 
people can see it as a realistic option, rather than focusing on learning content by heart. Many 
people believe that uptake in senior cycle could be improved if the junior cycle History was 
made more attractive, more relevant and perhaps less of a race against time.

In the new Framework for Junior Cycle, all schools are expected to provide opportunities for 
students to achieve 24 statements of learning over the period of junior cycle These statements 
include valuing local, national and international heritage and understanding the importance of 
the relationship between past and current events, the forces that drive change, and understand-
ing the origins and impacts of social, economic and environmental aspects of the world around 
them.  Even where students do not take History as a full subject, it is to be hoped that opportuni-
ties to achieve such statements through other forms of historical study can be provided to them. 

The minimum time allocated for subjects such as History will be 200 hours over the three 
years of junior cycle, or the equivalent of three 40-minute periods per week over three years. 
For many schools, this will lead to an increased time provision for History as a subject, and it 
will no longer be nominally linked to Geography as previously.  This new minimum time stipu-
lation for History as a subject should allow not only for a deepening of a student’s historical 
knowledge but also of his or her ability to analyse, interpret, write and develop historical skills 
more thoroughly. Those very skills, and attitudes, can indeed be hugely important in ensuring 
that students are able to understand and interpret all forms of history, news and current affairs 
too.

15/05/2018WRO01100Special Educational Needs Staff

15/05/2018WRO01200264. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the recent deci-
sion not to grant a special needs assistant for a school (details supplied) will be reviewed and 
reversed; the reason the NCSE has not responded to the school’s complaint in the defined time-
frame; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21053/18]

15/05/2018WRO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) are provided to assist recognised schools to cater for pupils with disabilities, who have 
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additional and significant care needs, in an educational context and where the nature of these 
care needs have been outlined in medical and other professional reports as being so significant 
that a pupil will require additional adult assistance in order to be able to attend school and to 
participate in education.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which is an independent agency, is 
responsible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for 
allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually tak-
ing into account the assessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the 
school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on the Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA 
support will receive access to such support. 

In considering applications for SNA supports for individual pupils, the SENOs take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. SNAs are not allocated to individual children but 
to schools as a school based resource.

The deadline for applying for SNA support for the 2018/19 school year was extended from 
28 February to 7 March 2018 due to the effects of adverse weather. The NCSE continue to re-
ceive applications after this date and they are processed according to date of receipt. the NCSE 
aim to respond to valid applications received later this month.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support on the grounds that Department policy was 
not met in accordance with Circular 0030/2014. 

Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school considers that the NCSE, in apply-
ing Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level of SNA supports to the school to 
meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children concerned.

I have arranged for the NCSE to respond directly to the Deputy, as this relates to an indi-
vidual school and the NCSE’s complaint procedures, which is available at http://ncse.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2014/03/Comment-and-complaint-Procedure-FINAL13.05.15.doc.pdf.

15/05/2018WRO01400Teaching Council of Ireland

15/05/2018WRO01500265. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of an application for a Teaching Council number by a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21065/18]

15/05/2018WRO01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In order to become reg-
istered with the Teaching Council a teacher must submit an original signed application form, 
provide additional qualification related documentation and complete the vetting process.  The 
Council requests that only certified copies should be submitted for identification documents 
and transcripts of qualifications. On receipt of an application Council staff review the submitted 
documentation and, if required, write to the applicant regarding missing or incorrect documen-
tation. 
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The Council is the independent regulatory body with statutory authority for the professional 
regulation of teachers in this State. My Department does not have any direct involvement in the 
registration of teachers by the Council. 

Registration decisions are therefore a matter for the Teaching Council and the person re-
ferred to by the Deputy should continue to liaise directly with the Council regarding his ap-
plication. 

15/05/2018WRO01700Schools Building Projects

15/05/2018WRO01800266. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills if phase two of 
a school (details supplied) in County Galway will receive the necessary signatures from DEIS 
officials to ensure that the new school project continues; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21071/18]

15/05/2018WRO01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can advise that additional 
accommodation for the school referred to by the Deputy to provide phase 1 of a new school 
building was approved by my Department. Phase I will deliver 5 general classroom, 2 specialist 
rooms and some ancillary accommodation. The project was devolved to the relevant ETB and 
I understand construction is nearing completion.

In relation to Phase two of the project, this phase is currently being considered in the context 
of demographic demand in the area and the need to prioritise the limited funding available for 
essential classroom accommodation. My Department Officials are continuing to liaise with the 
ETB in the matter.

15/05/2018WRO02000School Accommodation

15/05/2018WRO02100267. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
first-year second level places available in each school in County Meath for the 2018-19 school 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21095/18]

15/05/2018WRO02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The configuration of class-
es and the deployment of classroom teachers is organised at local school level and my Depart-
ment would therefore not hold details of the number of first year second level places available 
in each school in County Meath for the 2018/19 school year.

All schools supply details of enrolments to my Department as part of the October return 
process and the details for the 2018/2019 school year will be provided to my Department at that 
point. 

15/05/2018WRO02300School Funding

15/05/2018WRO02400268. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rationale 
for the policy of capping the grant for ancillary service staff for primary schools, that is, care-
takers, cleaners and so on, at 500 students; the way in which this impacts on primary schools 
with significantly larger student populations; the number of primary schools that have a popula-
tion of more than 500 students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21140/18]

15/05/2018WRO02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department provides 
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capitation funding to all recognised primary schools.

In 2018, the capitation grant is €170 per pupil and the ancillary services grant is €163 per 
pupil. 

The amount of the grant paid to an individual primary schools for capitation and ancillary 
services is determined by the school’s enrolment. The minimum grants payable are based on an 
enrolment of 60 pupils. In the case of the ancillary services grant the maximum amount payable 
is €81,500 which is based on a maximum enrolment of 500 pupils. There is no maximum limit 
on the capitation grant.

Within the context of limitations on available resources, this funding of €81,500 is consid-
ered a reasonable amount to cater for the secretarial and caretaking needs of a large school.  

The Deputy may wish to note that schools have the flexibility to use capitation funding pro-
vided for general running costs and ancillary funding provided for caretaking and secretarial 
services as a common grant as outlined in Circular 40/2009.

There are 135 primary schools that have an enrolment in excess of 500 students. 

15/05/2018WRO02600Site Acquisitions

15/05/2018WRO02700269. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a site or spe-
cific community in which he plans to locate a school (details supplied) has been identified; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21141/18]

15/05/2018WRO02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, I 
recently announced the opening of 42 new schools over the next 4 years.  This announcement 
followed nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the current and 
future need for primary and post-primary school places across the country, and included provi-
sion for a new post primary school to serve the area to which she refers in September 2020.

Following on from the announcement, the locations for all of the schools will be determined 
as part of the site acquisition process. 

In line with the policy on the use of state assets (Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form Circulars 11/15 and 17/16), my Department will be seeking to maximise the use of sites 
already in my ownership and of available properties in the ownership of other State bodies, 
where these are considered suitable.  

In addition as part of my Department’s ongoing engagement with Local Authorities in re-
spect of statutory planning processes and under the MoU on school site acquisitions, my De-
partment will be examining all potential suitable site options, including appropriately zoned 
sites, to serve the relevant areas. 

Taking into account all of the above, decisions will then be made as part of the site acquisi-
tion process in relation to appropriate sites for all the schools announced including the new post 
primary announced to serve the area in question, and will be confirmed at a later date.

15/05/2018WRO02900School Patronage

15/05/2018WRO03000270. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
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the lack of patronage diversity at second level in the Cabra, Phibsborough and Dublin 7 school 
planning area particularly for parents that seek a non-denominational education for their chil-
dren; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21142/18]

15/05/2018WRO03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
I announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 
2022). This announcement follows nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my De-
partment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 
4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary 
infrastructure. 

While the announcement did not include a new post-primary school for the Cabra-Phibs-
borough-D7 school planning area, a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school was announced to 
open in 2022 in the adjacent Drumcondra-Marino-Dublin 1 school planning area. A patronage 
process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that a new school is 
required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective patrons.  Parental 
preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school planning areas 
concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these areas, are key to 
decisions in relation to the outcome of this process.  

The Cabra-Phibsborough-Dublin 7 school planning area is currently served by 8 post-pri-
mary schools, including Cabra Community College which can bring significant existing capac-
ity at post-primary level to this school planning area. 

15/05/2018WRO03200Child Abuse

15/05/2018WRO03300271. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to cease the prior complaint requirement for eligibility for ex gratia payment to school sexual 
abuse victims; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21159/18]

15/05/2018WRO03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As part of the implemen-
tation of the Judgement of the European Court of Human Rights in the Louise O’Keeffe case, 
in November 2017, I appointed Mr Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill to act as an independent assessor 
in respect of cases where an individual has had an application for the ex-gratia scheme, estab-
lished following the Judgement, declined by the State Claims Agency and who then applies for 
an assessment of the Agency’s decision.

Mr Justice O’Neill has looked for a submission on: “whether the imposition of the condi-
tion which required that there had to be evidence of a prior complaint of child sexual abuse 
on the part of the employee in question to the school authority (or a school authority in which 
the employee has previously worked), to establish eligibility for a payment under the ex gratia 
scheme, is consistent with and a correct implementation of the judgment of the European Court 
of Human Rights in the case of Louise O’Keeffe v. Ireland”.

  The submission forwarded to Mr Justice O’Neill on 27 April was prepared with the advice 
and assistance of the Attorney General and Senior Counsel and is now published on the Depart-
ment’s website.

The submission explains – based on the legal advice received and the State’s interaction 
with the Council of Europe’s Committee of Ministers which is the body responsible for over-
seeing the implementation of judgments of the Court of Human Rights – that the requirement 
for evidence of a prior complaint of child sexual abuse on the part of the employee in question 
to the school authority (or a school authority in which the employee has previously worked), to 
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establish eligibility for a payment under the ex gratia scheme is consistent with and a correct 
implementation of the judgment of the ECtHR in the O’Keeffe case.

15/05/2018WRO03500Child Abuse

15/05/2018WRO03600272. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the person or 
body that provided the interpretation of a judgment (details supplied) that showed that a prior 
complaint is a requirement; if this interpretation will be made available; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21160/18]

15/05/2018WRO03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As part of the implementa-
tion of the Judgement of the European Court of Human Rights in the Louise O’Keeffe case, in 
November 2017,  I appointed Mr Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill to act as an independent assessor 
in respect of cases where an individual has had an application for the ex-gratia scheme, estab-
lished following the Judgement, declined by the State Claims Agency and applies for an assess-
ment of the Agency’s decision.

Mr Justice O’Neill looked for a submission on: ‘whether the imposition of the condition 
which required that there had to be evidence of a prior complaint of child sexual abuse on the 
part of the employee in question to the school authority (or a school authority in which the em-
ployee has previously worked), to establish eligibility for a payment under the ex gratia scheme, 
is consistent with and a correct implementation of the judgment of the European Court of Hu-
man Rights in the case of Louise O’Keeffe v. Ireland’.

The submission forwarded to Mr. Justice O’Neill on 27 April was prepared with the advice 
and assistance of the Attorney General and Senior Counsel and is now published on the Depart-
ment’s website.

15/05/2018WRO03800State Claims Agency

15/05/2018WRO03900273. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason in-
formation relating to ex gratia scheme applications to the State Claims Agency is being refused 
in view of it being requested in November 2016 and after the State Claims Agency sent numer-
ous reminders to his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21161/18]

15/05/2018WRO04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department is making 
continuing efforts to assist the State Claims Agency in tracing information related to claims for 
ex-gratia payments.   The material sought is historical in nature and relates to a period which 
predates electronic records.  There has been difficulty to date  in establishing the existence of 
and identifying the records which are being sought.  However, efforts to trace these particular 
records will be prioritised in the coming weeks.

15/05/2018WRO04100Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRO04200274. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
staff in his Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South issues; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21262/18]

15/05/2018WRO04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The number of staff in my 
Department assigned solely to work on North-South issues is 2.5 whole time equivalent (WTE), 
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composed of the following grades:

 Assistant Principal Officer Executive Officer Clerical Officer 
1 1 1 (0.5)*
*WTE

In addition and if required at particular times, other staff from the International Section of 
my Department are available to support the work of the North-South Unit.

15/05/2018WRO04400State Bodies

15/05/2018WRO04500275. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are vacan-
cies on the board of the NUI; the process on the way in which these vacancies are normally 
filled; if his Department is involved in this process; when he expects the vacant positions to be 
filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21319/18]

15/05/2018WRO04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): There are currently 4 va-
cancies on the Senate of the National University of Ireland (NUI) which are nominated by the 
Government under Section 45(2) of the Universities Act. 

As the Senate of NUI is not considered a State Board, the Public Appointments Service 
(PAS) is not involved in the process for filling the vacant positions.  

In such cases my Department is responsible for undertaking the recruitment process which 
involves undertaking an advertising campaign to seek applications from interested persons 
from which suitable candidates will be selected, based on qualifying criteria. I will then select 
from the shortlisted candidates 4 potential nominees to bring forward for Government approval. 

The recruitment process is underway in my Department with a view to having the positions 
filled as soon as possible. The Deputy will appreciate that it is important to follow a rigorous 
process to ensure the best calibre of candidates are selected for the positions.

15/05/2018WRO04700Special Educational Needs

15/05/2018WRO04800276. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a child (details 
supplied) who has missed their education for most of the past year due to section 29 processes 
can receive an additional year of education. [21370/18]

15/05/2018WRO04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Special schools are classi-
fied as primary national schools and are intended to cater for children with special educational 
needs from 4 until 18 years old. The Health Service Executive then assumes direct responsibil-
ity for young adults with special needs who are over 18. 

Some people with a disability, over the age of 18, and who have complex needs, may require 
specialised support throughout their lives. Ongoing care and support services within the com-
munity, in a post school setting, are provided by voluntary or statutory organisations; responsi-
bility for such care and support rests with the HSE. My Department, at that stage, may allocate 
funding towards an education component of such provision.

Schools liaise with the relevant health authorities to ensure the young person’s successful 
transition to adult services by the time s/he reaches 18 years.
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It is important to note that students who transfer to adult service settings can continue to par-
ticipate in educational programmes through further adult educational programmes or in adult 
settings which are allocated resources towards educational provision.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has published information pamphlets 
on the main post-school education and training options for people with disabilities.   

The pamphlets cover:

- Further Education and Training

- Higher Education

- Rehabilitative Training and Adult Day Services.

People with a disability may have a difficulty getting clear information and advice on the 
post-school options and pathways that are available and appropriate for them.  The aim of the 
leaflets is to give parents and students and other adults an overview of the range of post-school 
options and supports available and how to get the relevant details and guidance to inform indi-
vidual choice.

The pamphlets are available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.

The NCSE have advised that the student referred to by the Deputy has enrolled in a Special 
school placement. He can remain in this placement until the end of the current school year, 
however he cannot be enrolled for the 2018/19 school year due to his age. 

It is a matter for his parents to seek the support of adult services through the relevant health 
authorities. 

In this regard his Parents should continue to liaise with the NCSE, NEPS and the relevant 
HSE authorities.

15/05/2018WRO05100Departmental Properties

15/05/2018WRO05150277. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding discussions between his Department and Meath County Council for the provision of 
lands for a public park in Ashbourne. [21388/18]

15/05/2018WRO05200278. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding Department-owned land in Ashbourne that has been identified by the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government for housing purposes; and the status of negotiations. 
[21389/18]

15/05/2018WRO05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department of Hous-
ing, Planning and Local Government established a Housing Delivery Office to focus on land 
and site supply aspects of “Rebuilding Ireland”. As part of that exercise my Department was 
asked to identify lands which could potentially be used for housing. The site to which the 
Deputy refers in Ashbourne, was identified as having the potential for housing development.

Officials from Meath County Council have been in contact with my Department in relation 
to the proposed acquisition of a portion of the site in my ownership for the delivery of housing 
and public park facilities. 

In line with the provisions of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform Circulars 
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11/15 and 17/16 in relation to inter-state transfer of assets, a valuation of the property has been 
procured from the Valuation Office. This valuation report has recently been provided to Meath 
County Council by my Department for consideration.

My Department anticipates that a formal response will be received from Meath County 
Council shortly in respect of this matter.

15/05/2018WRP00100Schools Building Projects

15/05/2018WRP00200279. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether a new primary school in Ashbourne is needed. [21390/18]

15/05/2018WRP00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
I announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 
2022).  This announcement follows nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my De-
partment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 
4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary 
infrastructure. 

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accom-
modation in other areas in the future which, based on the current analysis, can be addressed 
through either planned capacity increases in existing schools or additional accommodation or 
extensions to existing schools.  It is important to note that approximately 40% of extra school 
places are delivered by extending existing schools. 

I have highlighted that the requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review 
and in particular would have regard for the increased roll-out of housing provision as outlined 
in Project Ireland 2040.

In line with the ongoing review of school planning areas generally, I can confirm that my 
Department is currently reviewing the position in relation to primary provision for the Ash-
bourne school planning area.

15/05/2018WRP00400DEIS Eligibility

15/05/2018WRP00500280. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school 
(details supplied) can be considered for an allocation of DEIS status at the next available op-
portunity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21405/18]

15/05/2018WRP00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): We have, for the first time, 
introduced an objective, statistics based model for deciding which schools merit inclusion in 
the DEIS Programme, so that all stakeholders can have confidence that we are targeting extra 
resources at those schools with the highest concentrated levels of disadvantage.

The key data sources used in the DEIS identification process are the DES Primary Online 
Database (POD) and Post-Primary Online (PPOD) Databases, and CSO data from the National 
Census of Population as represented in the Pobal HP Index for Small Areas which is a method 
of measuring the relative affluence or disadvantage of a particular geographical area.  Variables 
used in the compilation of the HP Index include those related to demographic growth, depen-
dency ratios, education levels, single parent rate, overcrowding, social class, occupation and 
unemployment rates.  This data is combined with pupil data supplied by schools, anonymised 
and aggregated to small area, to provide information on the relative level of concentrated dis-
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advantage present in the pupil cohort of individual schools.

A detailed document explaining the methodology used in the Identification process is avail-
able on the Department’s website at https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/
DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Identification-Process.pdf.

An update of the identification model is currently underway. This will take account of up-
dated school data as provided by schools for the current school year combined with the Pobal 
HP Index of Deprivation, based on CSO Small Area Population statistics derived from the 2016 
National Census.  It is envisaged that this process will be completed in the coming weeks.

Should this exercise reveal that any school, including the school referred to by the Deputy, 
which did not qualify for DEIS in 2017, meets the criteria applicable to schools with the highest 
concentration of disadvantage based on the updated information, then additional schools may 
be included, subject to available resources.

15/05/2018WRP00700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

15/05/2018WRP00800281. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the concerns of the parents of the 27 children that avail of the services and sup-
port of the ASD unit in a school (details supplied) and that are worried that their children will 
not be able to access a similar unit when they move to secondary school; if the process of estab-
lishing an ASD unit in a school will commence to accommodate these children’s needs during 
the next stage of their education; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21410/18]

15/05/2018WRP00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department provides 
for a range of placement options and supports for schools, which have enrolled students with 
special educational needs, including those with Autism in order to ensure that wherever a child 
is enrolled, s/he will have access to an appropriate education.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum.

My Department therefore provides for a continuum of provision which includes mainstream 
school placements with additional supports, or for pupils who require more specialist interven-
tions, special school and special class placements. 

This network includes 130 ASD early intervention classes, 635 primary ASD classes and 
277 post-primary ASD classes in mainstream schools and 125 Special schools of which 20 are 
ASD special schools. 

Students with ASD should be included in mainstream schools unless this is not in their best 
interests or the interests of those with whom they are to be educated. Some students with ASD 
with more complex special educational needs may be supported in a special class in a main-
stream school. 

Others may have such complex needs that they are best placed in a special school.

This decision is based a recommendation contained within a professional assessment in 
consultation with the NCSE.

The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in 
consultation with the relevant education partners, is responsible for planning and co-ordinating 
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the provision of education and support services to children with special educational needs.

The NCSE is aware of emerging need in Dublin from year to year, and where special provi-
sion, including special class provision, is required, it is planned and established to meet that 
need.  This process is ongoing.

To this end, the NCSE has contacted the school in question in relation to opening an ASD 
special class.  The final decision to open a special class rests with the school’s Board of Man-
agement and I understand that to date the school has not applied to the NCSE to do so. 

In the case of existing schools, where a school is not in a position to accommodate a special 
class within its existing accommodation, it is open to the school to submit an application to the 
Department for capital funding to reconfigure existing spaces within the school building to ac-
commodate the class or to construct additional accommodation.

My Department continues to work with the NCSE to ensure that any required additional 
special class placements will be available for the forthcoming school years. 

15/05/2018WRP01000Residential Institutions

15/05/2018WRP01100282. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the survivor consultation talks; when these talks will take place; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21414/18]

15/05/2018WRP01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Following a meeting with 
survivors, I expressed a willingness to have a series of consultation meetings around the coun-
try, led by and for survivors of institutional abuse.  The detail of how this can happen is being 
worked out and Department officials are in contact with survivors.

15/05/2018WRP01300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

15/05/2018WRP01400283. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress a matter regarding a special needs application by a school (detail supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21415/18]

15/05/2018WRP01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) are provided to assist recognised schools to cater for pupils with disabilities, who have 
additional and significant care needs, in an educational context and where the nature of these 
care needs have been outlined in medical and other professional reports as being so significant 
that a pupil will require additional adult assistance in order to be able to attend school and to 
participate in education.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which is an independent agency, is 
responsible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for 
allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually tak-
ing into account the assessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the 
school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on the Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA 
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support will receive access to such support. 

In considering applications for SNA supports for individual pupils, the SENOs take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.  SNAs are not allocated to individual children but 
to schools as a school based resource.

The deadline for applying for SNA support for the 2018/19 school year was extended from 
28 February to 7 March 2018 due to the effects of adverse weather.  The NCSE continue to re-
ceive applications after this date and they are processed according to date of receipt. the NCSE 
aim to respond to valid applications received later this month.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support on the grounds that Department policy was 
not met in accordance with Circular 0030/2014. 

Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school considers that the NCSE, in apply-
ing Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level of SNA supports to the school to 
meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children concerned.

I have arranged for the NCSE to respond directly to the Deputy, as this relates to an indi-
vidual school and the NCSE’s complaint procedures, which is available at http://ncse.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2014/03/Comment-and-complaint-Procedure-FINAL13.05.15.doc.pdf.

15/05/2018WRP01600Action Plan on Bullying

15/05/2018WRP01700284. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the actions he has 
taken on foot of the Action Plan on Bullying. [21427/18]

15/05/2018WRP01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Action Plan on Bul-
lying, which was published in January 2013, sets out my Department’s approach to tackling 
bullying and promoting an anti-bullying culture in schools.  It recommended 12 actions that 
focus on support for schools, teacher training, research and awareness raising and aim to ensure 
that all forms of bullying are addressed.  A number of these actions have been implemented in 
full while others, which by their nature involve continuous action, are the subject of ongoing 
implementation.

As part of the implementation of the Action Plan, National Anti-Bullying Procedures for 
schools, which were published in September 2013, are currently being implemented by all 
4,000 primary and post primary schools in the country.

Other actions include support for anti-bullying awareness raising initiatives and the de-
velopment and roll out of anti-bullying training materials for parents, teachers and Boards of 
Management.

My Department is committed to continuing implementation of the Anti-Bullying Action 
Plan through continued support for the development of anti-bullying training materials and 
awareness-raising initiatives, which include support for schools, teacher training, research and 
awareness raising and aims to ensure that all forms of bullying are addressed.

In addition, the national anti-bullying website, www.tacklebullying.ie, was launched as a 
single point of information and support for young people, parents and teachers affected by bul-
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lying.  The 2016 Programme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to review 
implementation of the National Action Plan on Bullying in our schools as part of the develop-
ment of an LGBTI+ Youth Strategy.  My Department is represented on the Oversight Commit-
tee for the LGBTI+ Youth Strategy.

15/05/2018WRP01900Garda Youth Diversion Projects

15/05/2018WRP02000285. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the engage-
ment and level of support he and his officials have had and offered to Garda youth diversion 
projects and local communities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21002/18]

15/05/2018WRP02100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): I 
take it the Deputy is referring to the proposal in relation to a Call for proposals with respect to 
the future provision of Garda Youth Diversion Project (GYDP) services. 

I am very conscious that GYDPs deliver valuable services for young people who have com-
mitted a crime or may be at risk of offending as well as providing important support for An 
Garda Síochána at local level.  I can assure the Deputy that in the context of the proposed Call 
for Proposals my Department is committed to ensuring continuity of service for participants on 
GYDPs and maintain a community driven approach to their operation, as well as minimising 
any disruption for workers and service providers.  In this regard, and in line with the overall 
objective of providing GYDP services to all children and young persons who require them, I 
am advised that the intention in relation to the proposed Call for Proposals would be to require 
applicants to provide for continuity of GYDP services for young people currently participating 
in the service. 

My Department is very much aware of the range of concerns expressed in relation to the 
proposed Call for Proposals and is undertaking an extensive consultation process.  This process 
includes arrangements for an extensive series of meetings with community based organisations 
and project workers which will facilitate closer communication and exchange of information in 
relation to these matters. Local projects have been invited to come back to the Department with:

a) views on the content of a formal statement of the objectives, working methods, evalu-
ation processes and required links with relevant local statutory and community organisations 
providing related or complementary services (in a context where community ownership and 
participation of the projects is an essential dimension that must be preserved and strengthened 
in the working out of this process) to inform the Call process and future developments in rela-
tion to GYDPs generally; and 

b) the optimum local geographical areas for organisation of individual projects with the 
objectives of keeping the strong links with local community and other service provider stake-
holders that are essential to the successful operation of GYDP and of ensuring that the service 
is available throughout the State.

In addition, there are arrangements to hear the views of young people, including participants 
or former participants in local projects.

I can assure the Deputy that the Department’s approach to GYDP provision is intended to 
ensure that we do not reduce the level of service that already exists, or the importance of com-
munity involvement in its delivery.  On the contrary, the intention is to build on, update and im-
prove a very valuable service so that it is available to every child or young person in the country 
who requires it.  The improvement envisaged to the service will have benefits for significant 
numbers of young people in the State who cannot currently access GYDP services.
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15/05/2018WRP02200Closed-Circuit Television Systems Provision

15/05/2018WRP02300286. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if extra assistance 
is available for poorer communities that wish to apply for the recently announced funding to 
install CCTV but cannot raise the matching funding required; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21279/18]

15/05/2018WRP02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
my Department has launched a community-based CCTV grant-aid scheme to assist groups in 
the establishment of community-based CCTV systems in their local areas.

Under the scheme, eligible community groups can apply for grant-aid of up to 60% of the 
total capital cost of a proposed CCTV system, up to a maximum grant of €40,000. Upon ap-
proval of the grant, the applicant will receive an up-front payment of 50% of the grant with the 
balance to be paid when the system is fully operational.  It is intended that the scheme will run 
for 3 years with funding of some €1 million being made available each year.

Full details of the scheme, including guidelines and other relevant documentation are avail-
able to download from my Department’s website - www.justice.ie.

Some of the key requirements of the scheme are that the proposal must

- be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

- have the prior support of the relevant Local Authority, which must also act as Data Control-
ler – this is a long-standing statutory requirement, set out in the Garda Síochána (CCTV) Order 
2006 (S.I. No. 289 of 2006), for the establishment of community CCTV systems generally, and

- have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner in accordance with Section 38 of the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005.

The scheme is modelled closely on the previous grant-aid scheme operated by Pobal on be-
half of my Department between 2005 and 2013 under which some 45 Community-based CCTV 
systems were established operating in a mix of urban and rural environments.

I am keen to ensure that interested groups take full advantage of the available funding.  The 
scheme is currently intended to cover up to 60% of the costs of establishing these systems. 
Applicants for grant aid under the scheme are not precluded from applying for funding from 
any other sources which may assist in making up the balance of funding required.  Guidance is 
available from my officials to provide any clarifications or assistance required, with a dedicated 
email address available for that purpose - communitycctv@justice.ie.

15/05/2018WRP02500Garda Deployment

15/05/2018WRP02600287. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the significant drop in Garda numbers (details supplied); if he will raise the 
matter with An Garda Síochána in view of the ongoing gangland feud in the area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21480/18]

15/05/2018WRP02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
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the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. 

As the Deputy will be aware the Ballymun Garda Station forms part of the Dublin Metro-
politan Region (DMR) North Division. I am informed by the Commissioner that on 31 March 
2018, the latest date for which figures are readily available, the strength of the DMR North Di-
vision was 665, of whom 109 were assigned to Ballymun Garda Station including 12 sergeants.  
There are also 43 Garda Reserves and 39 civilians attached to the Division.  When appropriate, 
the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Economic 
Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.  More than 120 
extra Garda were assigned to the specialist units within Special Crime Operations since 2017.  
In addition, a dedicated Armed Support Unit for the DMR was established at the end of 2016 in 
order to enhance armed support capability in Dublin.

I am also advised that a number of measures have been put in place to address the difficul-
ties experienced in Ballymun.  These measures include additional high-visibility patrols, sup-
port from the regional public order unit and operations by the local drug unit and will continue 
into the future.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime.  To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an over-
all Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 
Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
goal. 

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, just under 1,800 recruits have 
attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties na-
tionwide.  140 members of this cohort have been assigned to the DMR North Division.  Garda 
numbers, taking account of retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 – a net increase 
of over 600 since the end of 2016. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Garda 
workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on track.  
This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College; some 400 of whom 
have already done so. In total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, some 
200 of whom attested in March.  Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retire-
ments, are on track to reach 14,000 by the end of this year.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties.  There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training in 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are now 
rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to de-
ploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Division, including the DMR North Division.

Appointments to the ranks of sergeant are a matter for the Commissioner under section 14 
of the Garda Síochána Act 2005. 

I am advised by the Commissioner that the overall strength of the sergeant rank was 1,861 
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as of 31 March 2018, the latest date for which figures are available.  I am further advised by the 
Commissioner that there is currently a competition in train for promotion to the rank of sergeant 
with the aim of bringing the strength to 2,000, as agreed under the Employment Control Frame-
work.  I am assured by the Commissioner that following completion of these competitions the 
needs of all Garda Divisions including the DMR North Division will be fully considered when 
determining the allocation of Sergeants.

15/05/2018WRP02800Family Reunification Applications

15/05/2018WRP02900288. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an applica-
tion for a join family Irish national spouse visa by a person (details supplied) will be processed 
and granted to allow them to return home.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20794/18]

15/05/2018WRP03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the application referred 
to was received by the Visa Office in Dublin on 28 March 2018.  All visa applications are dealt 
with in chronological order by date of receipt within the particular category.

Such applications, where the sponsor is an Irish national, can normally be expected to be 
dealt with within 6 months of receipt of all the required documentation, as set out in the Policy 
Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification.  This is a business target which reflects the de-
tailed assessment that is required to be carried out in relation to applications for family reuni-
fication.  It does not constitute a legal obligation and such applications may take longer due to 
the individual circumstances or complexity of the application.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to INIS (visamail@justice.
ie).

15/05/2018WRP03100Immigrant Investor Programme Eligibility

15/05/2018WRP03200289. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the criteria appli-
cable for receipt of endowments under the immigrant investor programme; if there is a specific 
criteria which indicates that the said endowment has to be applied to a capital programme rather 
than to the running costs whereby a project that is already in existence for the past 15 years 
requires an endowment will continue to be sustainable subsequent to the said funding being 
invested; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20823/18]

15/05/2018WRP03300290. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is possible 
for the beneficiaries of the endowment to meet with the evaluation committee in the context 
in which an application under the immigrant investment programme is refused to ascertain the 
criteria involved in the programme which would enable them to submit a new or fresh applica-
tion under the programme. [20824/18]
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I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that the Immigrant Investor Programme (IIP) was introduced in April 2012 to encourage inward 
investment so as to create business and employment opportunities in the State.

The programme provides investors with the opportunity to invest in Ireland. Key to the 
programme is that the investments are beneficial for Ireland, generate or sustain employment 
and are generally in the public interest.  There are currently four options for investing, one of 
which is the endowment of €500,000 (or €400,000 where a group of 5 or more combine to 
make a large endowment) towards a project of public benefit in the arts, sports, health, cultural 
or educational field.

Any endowment proposed should be regarded as a philanthropic contribution with a clear 
public benefit and investors will receive no financial return or recoupment of the principal.  The 
evaluation of an endowment project examines how the project proposes to utilise the funds 
made available and where the funds are to be spent on salaries and overheads it is deemed not 
to have met the IIP criteria.  Any successful endowment project must provide a benefit to the 
public that is enduring and not one that is no longer sustainable once the endowment funding 
ceases.

The independent evaluation committee is not available to meet individual project proposers 
or applicants.  However, officials of my Department who administer the programme and pro-
vide secretariat to the committee have met with project proposers to explain applicable criteria.  
This can be arranged in this case if requested.

15/05/2018WRP03500Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRP03600291. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the value of contracts 
for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20857/18]

15/05/2018WRP03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that no expenditure was incurred by my Department, or Agencies under the remit of my 
Department’s Vote (Vote 24), to any of the companies specified, since 2010.  I have requested 
that other relevant bodies and agencies under the remit of my Department contact the Deputy 
directly in the event that any such contracts exist within their specific areas of responsibility.

15/05/2018WRP03800Road Safety Data

15/05/2018WRP03900292. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 280 of 23 of January 2018, the number of persons that have been 
killed or sustained a serious injury, respectively in road traffic collisions involving a learner 
driver that was driving unaccompanied by a qualified driver in which the learner driver did not 
die; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20869/18]

15/05/2018WRP04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from An Garda Síochána in relation to the statistics sought by the Deputy and I will be in con-
tact with the Deputy directly on receipt of this report.

15/05/2018WRP04100Work Permits Eligibility

15/05/2018WRP04200293. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason the 
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rules in relation to asylum seekers’ access to the workforce have time and employment sector 
restrictions on them in view of the fact there is shortage of available labour in many sectors and 
areas of the economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20880/18]

15/05/2018WRP04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Supreme Court has 
acknowledged that it is a matter for the Executive to determine immigration policy.  However, it 
found that in a system where there is no limit on the timeframe within which an application for 
international protection is determined, the applicants’ constitutional rights would be breached.  
The Government responded to the Supreme Court decision by agreeing to opt in to the EU 
(recast) Reception Conditions Directive.  This will allow effective labour market access for ap-
plicants who have not received a first instance decision within nine months of their application.  
Opting into the Directive is a very positive development for the entire protection system and for 
applicants and their families while they await a final decision on their application. In addition to 
labour market access, the Directive also includes important provisions in relation to children’s 
rights, health, education and material reception conditions for applicants, which includes hous-
ing, food, clothing and a daily expenses allowance. 

During the opt-in process with the EU which we expect to have completed in June, interim 
arrangements have been put in place.  When the Supreme Court struck down the law prohibiting 
labour market access, international protection applicants, as a category of non-EEA nationals, 
came under the terms of the Employment Permits Act 2003 (as amended).  Under that Act, 
third country nationals can apply for an employment permit in certain sectors defined by the 
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation.  Employment permit fees apply, set by 
the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (these are generally paid by wholly or 
partly by employers).  I also introduced a complementary self-employment scheme for eligible 
applicants (those in the system for over nine months without a first instance decision) – Ireland 
being one of very few European countries allowing such access.  The total number of Self Em-
ployment applications received to date is 584, of which 399 have been granted.

I would stress that this interim scheme is designed to be of very short duration until the opt-
in process into the EU (recast) Reception Conditions Directive is completed.  The process of 
compliance is on course to be completed within the expected timeframe.  Once this happens, 
access to the labour market will be underpinned by EU law and I will have the opportunity to 
propose to Government a new scheme allowing effective access to the labour market.  I expect 
that this permanent scheme will provide for a broader access to the labour market for qualified 
applicants – the details of which are well advanced and will be announced in the coming weeks.

I am confident that this progressive approach by Government, which for the first time will 
see additional elements of our protection process subject to EU law and verification by the EU 
Commission, will be a further major effective and reforming step as we seek to improve the 
standards of our reception conditions and efficient determination of protection applications.

15/05/2018WRP04400Data Protection

15/05/2018WRP04500294. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to a submission by the Royal College of Physicians in relation to the digital age 
of consent; and the reason the submission has not been referenced by him in the Dáil Éireann 
debate on the issue. [20896/18]

15/05/2018WRP04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
during earlier Seanad discussions on the Data Protection Bill 2018, and more recent discussion 
in the Select Committee, I explained the background to the Government’s decision in favour of 
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a digital age of consent of 13 years. 

I referred in particular to submissions that my Department and the Government Data Forum 
had received in response to  the public consultations processes carried out in 2016.  During 
these consultations, interested parties were invited to make submissions on the “digital age 
of consent” to apply in this jurisdiction under the GDPR.  A majority of those that responded 
favoured 13 years, and it was on that basis that the Government decided in favour of a digital 
age of consent of 13 years.  The submissions received by my Department are available on the 
Department’s website, www.justice.ie.  The Oireachtas Committee on Justice and Equality also 
had consultations with experts in the course of pre-legislative scrutiny of the Data Protection 
Bill 2017.

More recently, I have received a number of letters and representations from individuals 
and organisations, such as the Royal College of Physicians, expressing a range of views on 
the digital age of consent.  These contributions are welcome, but they do not form part of the 
background to the Government’s decision in favour of 13 years as the digital age of consent in 
this jurisdiction.

15/05/2018WRP04700Citizenship Ceremonies

15/05/2018WRP04800295. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the timing of 
citizenship ceremonies will be examined in cases in which a ceremony takes place after the 
deadline for the supplementary register; if other options will be made available for persons 
wishing to take their oath of affirmation prior to the deadline in view of the inability of new 
citizens to update their citizenship details after the deadline for the supplementary register of 
electors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20911/18]

15/05/2018WRP04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Formal citizenship cer-
emonies were introduced in June 2011 for the first time since the foundation of the State.  The 
ceremonies, which have been met with universal approval, are held at no extra cost to appli-
cants, allow large numbers of candidates for citizenship make their statutory declaration of 
fidelity to the Irish nation and loyalty to the State and receive their certificate of naturalisation. 

In accordance with the law, the oath of fidelity must be sworn before a judge.  Prior to the 
introduction of the ceremonies, each individual applicant was required to attend their local 
District Court to swear the oath and this was done as part of the normal business of the court 
on the day that usually included a range of other business both criminal and civil.  Apart from 
taking up valuable court time, it was considered that a dedicated ceremony would provide a 
much more meaningful and dignified manner for swearing the oath, befitting the importance 
and solemnity of the occasion.  Accordingly, there are no plans to revert to this practice or to 
introduce alternatives to the ceremonies. 

Citizenship ceremony days take place periodically throughout the year.  The organisation of 
a ceremony day which can involve over 3,500 applicants, together with their family and friends, 
is a significant logistical exercise usually taking a number of months to organise.  To date, 131 
such ceremonies have been held at which around 83,000 candidates have become Irish citizens.  
On 21 May next a further 3,500 persons will be conferred with Irish citizenship.

Extensive coordination is required to establish a date for ceremonies. Not only does a venue 
have to be sourced and dates agreed, the Presiding Officers and Ministerial speakers need to 
be available on the day.  The Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my De-
partment also liaises closely with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade with regard to 
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ceremony day dates as there is an inevitable rise in demand for passports following ceremonies.  
This is a complex logistical exercise and to attempt to dovetail dates with the closing date of the 
supplementary register would make the entire process unworkable.

The date for the next ceremony which is scheduled for 21 May was announced on the web-
site www.inis.gov.ie on 5 March 2018, which was prior to the announcement of the date of the 
upcoming referendum.

15/05/2018WRP05000Commissions of Inquiry

15/05/2018WRP05100296. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to commis-
sion an inquiry into the circumstances regarding the death of a person (details supplied) and 
potential involvement of the Church and State in a cover up; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20934/18]

15/05/2018WRP05200300. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will initiate a 
commission of investigation arising from the claim that a member of the clergy encouraged a 
minor to destroy a document that would have been germane to the then inquest into the circum-
stances of a death further to an interview published in a newspaper (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21031/18]

15/05/2018WRP05300301. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a file on the Garda 
investigation into the circumstances of person (details supplied) exists, either an original or the 
copy sent to the Coroner’s inquest; if so, the statements that were collected by An Garda Sío-
chána; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21032/18]

15/05/2018WRP05400303. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to reports that the location and content of the Garda file relating to a person (details 
supplied) are unknown; the steps he is taking to locate the file; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21045/18]

15/05/2018WRP05500304. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the files relating to 
the death of a person (details supplied) that are held by his Department; if he will publish them; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21046/18]

15/05/2018WRP05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 296, 300, 301, 303 and 304 together.

I am aware of the recent coverage about the death of the person in question and her infant 
baby in 1984.  This was a particularly tragic case and one that still resonates with the Irish 
people after all this time.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that an inquest was held into the death of the person 
in question on 21 February 1984.  The Coroner, in the independent performance of his duties, 
directed the jury to deliver a verdict of death consistent with the pathologist’s findings which, I 
understand, related to complications arising from childbirth. 

As you may be aware, the Coroner’s Act 1962 provides that a coroner is a statutory officer 
exercising quasi-judicial functions, in relation to which he or she is independent.  The Minister 
for Justice and Equality has no role in the scheduling or conduct of an inquest, which is a matter 
for the relevant Coroner.

I am further advised by An Garda Síochána that an investigation into this matter took place 
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and a file was prepared and forwarded to the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions 
(DPP), which issued a direction that there was to be no prosecution in the matter.  As the Depu-
ties will appreciate, the question of whether or not a particular person should be prosecuted, 
and for what criminal offence, is the sole responsibility of the DPP, who is independent in the 
performance of her functions.

In relation to the Garda investigation file on this case, I have been advised that the file in 
question is located at Granard Garda Station.  I have asked my officials to check what papers 
are held on the matter in my own Department and I will communicate further with the Deputy 
in that regard.

The Deputies will appreciate that any decision to conduct further investigations into this 
matter is the responsibility of the Garda Commissioner and his management team and I, as 
Minister for Justice and Equality, have no role in an operational matter such as this.  The ques-
tion of the holding of a Commission of Investigation into the matter is not one that I am aware 
of having arisen and I have no plans in this regard.

15/05/2018WRQ00200Prisoner Data

15/05/2018WRQ00300297. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prisoners in Limerick Prison in each of the years 2013 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [20985/18]

15/05/2018WRQ00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that the Irish Prison Service collates and publishes the prisoner population breakdown, 
including those serving prison sentences, on a daily basis and this information is available on 
the Irish Prison Service website www.irishprisons.ie..

The average number of prisoners in custody in Limerick Prison is outlined in the following 
table:

Daily Average Male Female Total
Year 2018 (to date) 215 34 249
Year 2017 211 28 239
Year 2016 221 31 252
Year 2015 224 24 248
Year 2014 223 27 250
Year 2013 225 29 254

15/05/2018WRQ00500Prison Service Expenditure

15/05/2018WRQ00600298. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the budget al-
location for Limerick Prison in each of the years 2013 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [20986/18]

15/05/2018WRQ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Prison Service that individual prisons do not have a separate budget allocations.  Instead 
each budget area is managed centrally by the appropriate Directorate in Irish Prison Service 
Headquarters.  The overall budget allocated to the Irish Prison Service 2013 - 2018 and the 
overall expenditure in Limerick prison for the period 2013 – Apr 2018 are included in the fol-
lowing table:  
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Year Annual Prison Service Budget Limerick Prison Expenditure
2013 €328.538 million €18,609,319
2014 €334.188 million €19,338,882
2015 €332.182 million €19,161,306
2016 €332.058 million €22,839,259
2017 €327.370 million €21,440,647
2018 €341.171 million €7,967,052

15/05/2018WRQ00800Garda Data

15/05/2018WRQ00900299. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of newly recruited gardaí who have been allocated to the Sligo-Leitrim Garda division in each 
of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21030/18]

15/05/2018WRQ01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister have no direct role 
in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources.  

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 31 March 2018, the latest date for 
which figures are available, the strength of the Sligo/Leitrim Division was 303.  There are also 
17 Garda Reserves and 31 Garda civilian staff attached to the Division.  When appropriate, the 
work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National Bu-
reau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Economic Crime 
Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.  

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime.  To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an over-
all Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 
Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
goal.  

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, just under 1,800 recruits have 
attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties na-
tionwide.  18 members of this cohort have been assigned to the Sligo/Leitrim Division. Garda 
numbers, taking account of retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 – a net increase 
of over 600 since the end of 2016.  

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Garda 
workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on track.  
This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College; some 400 of whom 
have already done so.  In total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, some 
200 of whom attested in March. Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retire-
ments, are on track to reach 14,000 by the end of this year.  

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties.  There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
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Reserves expected to commence training in 2018.  

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are now 
rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to de-
ploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Division, including the Sligo/Leitrim Division.  

In so far as the allocation of newly attested Gardaí is concerned, this is a matter for the Com-
missioner.  I am assured by the Commissioner that the needs of all Garda Divisions are fully 
considered when determining the allocation of resources.  However, it is important to keep in 
mind that newly attested Gardaí have a further 16 months of practical and class-room based 
training to complete in order to receive their BA in Applied Policing.  To ensure that they are 
properly supported and supervised and have opportunities to gain the breadth of policing expe-
rience required, the Commissioner’s policy is to allocate them to specially designated training 
stations which have the required training and development structures and resources in place, 
including trained Garda tutors and access to a permanently appointed supervisory Sergeant who 
is thoroughly familiar with their responsibilities under the training programme.  

The number of newly attested Gardaí allocated to the Sligo/Leitrim Division in 2015 to 
2017 and to date in 2018 is as set out in the following table:  

New recruits assigned to Sligo/Leitrim 2015 -2018

Sligo/Leitrim  2015  2016  2017  2018  Total
 5  5  8  0  18

Questions Nos. 300 and 301 answered with Question No. 296.

15/05/2018WRQ01300Crime Data

15/05/2018WRQ01400302. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
repeat offenders under an Act in 2016 and 2017 (details supplied), respectively.  [21040/18]

15/05/2018WRQ01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from An Garda Síochána in relation to the statistics sought by the Deputy and I will be in con-
tact with the Deputy directly on receipt of this report.

Questions Nos. 303 and 304 answered with Question No. 296.

15/05/2018WRQ01800Legal Aid Service Data

15/05/2018WRQ01900305. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
promotions within the Legal Aid Board by grade and ratio of men to women since June 2014; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21064/18]

15/05/2018WRQ02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
provisions of the Civil Legal Aid Act, 1995, the Legal Aid Board is independent in the exercise 
of its functions.  In particular, Section 11 of the Act provides that the staffing of the legal aid 
functions is determined the Board.  

I am advised by the Board that there has been a total of 56 promotions made in the Legal Aid 
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Board from 2014 to date.  Of these 32 were internal promotions and 24 were external appoint-
ments.  A breakdown by grade and gender is provided in the following table:  

GRADE  Total Male Female
Assistant Principal 3 3 0
CEO 1 1 0
Engineer grade 1 1 0 1
Engineer grade 2 1 0 1
EO 5 2 3
HEO 5 2 3
Legal Clerk 11 2 9
Legal Staff Officer 2 0 2
Managing Solicitor 
Grade1

4 2 2

Managing Solicitor 
Grade2

8 3 5

Mediator 1 0 1
Principal 2 1 1
Solicitor Grade 3 12 3 9
Total 56 19 37

15/05/2018WRQ02100Departmental Funding

15/05/2018WRQ02200306. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the funding re-
ceived by an organisation (details supplied) in 2016 and 2017. [21155/18]

15/05/2018WRQ02300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The organisation referred to received funding of €1.385 million per year from my Department 
in 2016 and 2017. 

15/05/2018WRQ02400Departmental Funding

15/05/2018WRQ02500307. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the funding re-
ceived by an organisation (details supplied) in 2016 and 2017. [21156/18]

15/05/2018WRQ02600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The organisation concerned received €1,212,133.40 in funding for 2016 and €1,333,346.75 for 
2017 from the Vote of the Department of Justice and Equality subhead D.7 Traveller Initiatives. 

15/05/2018WRQ02700Citizenship Status

15/05/2018WRQ02800308. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a decision 
has been reached on the legal status of a child born here to a mother with subsidiary protection 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21255/18]

15/05/2018WRQ02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, entitlement to Irish citizenship is governed by the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 
1956, as amended.  The Act provides that if either of a child’s parents was, at the time of that 
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child’s birth, an Irish citizen, that child is an Irish citizen irrespective of the place of birth.  In 
this particular case as neither parent was an Irish citizen at the time of the child’s birth, the child 
does not have any automatic entitlement to be an Irish citizen under the Act.  

Section 6A of the Act also provides that a child born in the island of Ireland on or after 1 
January 2005 has an entitlement to Irish citizenship if, at the time of the birth of the child, one 
of his or her parents had, during the period of 4 years immediately preceding the person’s birth, 
been resident in the island of Ireland for a period of not less than 3 years or periods the aggre-
gate of which is not less than 3 years.  Periods of unlawful residence, periods of residence which 
were for the sole purpose of having an application for refugee status determined or periods of 
residence where permission was granted for the purposes of study are excluded under the Act 
from the determination of periods of reckonable residence.  Time spent in Subsidiary Protection 
is not reckonable for naturalisation purposes.  

Where a child born in the State did not at birth have an entitlement to Irish citizenship, the 
parent or guardian or person who is in loco parentis to the child may lodge an application for 
naturalisation on behalf of the child if and when the conditions for naturalisation are satisfied, 
including a requirement to have 5 years residence in the State.  Detailed information on citizen-
ship and the naturalisation process, including the relevant application forms, is available on the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) website at www.inis.gov.ie.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

15/05/2018WRQ03000Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRQ03100309. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
staff in his Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South issues; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21268/18]

15/05/2018WRQ03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Primary responsibility 
for dealing with North-South co-operation and Northern Ireland related issues rests with the 
Northern Ireland Division in my Department.  There are 12 members of staff assigned to that 
Division, two of whom are on secondment to the British-Irish Joint Secretariat in Belfast.  This 
Division also deals with security matters.  

Aside from this specific area of my Department, the Deputy will appreciate that North-South 
co-operation in justice matters has been enhanced considerably since the signing of the Good 
Friday Agreement and a large number of staff across the range of responsibilities of my Depart-
ment and the related justice agencies are involved in ongoing, practical North-South initiatives 
with their counterparts in Northern Ireland as an integral part of their ongoing responsibilities.  

For example, the Intergovernmental Agreement on Cooperation on Criminal Justice Matters 
provides a structured framework for this co-operation with dedicated work streams including 
youth justice, probation, forensic science, registered offenders and social diversity.  The annual 
Cross-Border Conference on Organised Crime is a long running initiative organised by my 
Department, the Northern Ireland Justice Department, An Garda Síochána and the PSNI. It pro-
vides an ongoing mechanism to exchange and develop best practice and to support operational 
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co-operation in combatting organised crime on a cross-border basis.  The Director General of 
INIS jointly chairs the Common Travel Area Forum with his UK counterpart.  It meets regu-
larly to support and enhance co-operation in the management of the Common Travel Area and 
it naturally maintains a particular focus on the North-South dimension.  

15/05/2018WRQ03300Naturalisation Applications

15/05/2018WRQ03400310. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 110 of 3 May 2018, the location of the file sent to the INIS on 14 
February 2018 and subsequently acknowledged by letter on 14 March 2018 in the case of (de-
tails supplied); the progress made to date in the determination of this application; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21345/18]

15/05/2018WRQ03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an incomplete applica-
tion was returned twice by registered post to the person concerned, firstly on 14 March 2018 
and subsequently on 26 March 2018.  

On both occasions the incomplete application was returned to my Department by An Post, 
marked as ‘not called for’.  This application could not be initially processed as all the relevant 
documentation was not supplied, for this reason the application was returned, which is stipu-
lated on the application form.  Any queries in relation to this matter must be made in writing and 
should be addressed to, Residence Division Unit 4, INIS, Department of Justice and Equality, 
13-14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

15/05/2018WRQ03600Immigration Status

15/05/2018WRQ03700311. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the options avail-
able to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21393/18]

15/05/2018WRQ03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that this case relates to 
a person who brought a Judicial Review to the High Court of a decision refusing to consider an 
application for a change or extension to a permission to remain.  As the case is still sub judice  
I do not propose to comment further at this time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  
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15/05/2018WRQ03900Immigration Policy

15/05/2018WRQ04000312. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the criteria for 
habitual residency for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[21396/18]

15/05/2018WRQ04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I understand that officials 
from my Private Office have been in contact with the Deputy seeking further information.  A 
response from the Deputy is awaited and on receipt, a response will be provided if required.  

15/05/2018WRQ04200Emergency Accommodation Provision

15/05/2018WRQ04300313. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the role of his 
Department regarding a matter (details supplied); if emergency housing has been sourced at a 
location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21421/18]

15/05/2018WRQ04400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I wish to inform the Deputy that I have no responsibility to the Dáil for housing matters.  Such 
matters are the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government.  

The Irish Refugee Protection Programme falls under the ambit of the Office for the Promo-
tion of Migrant Integration (OPMI) within my Department and this office has a coordinating 
role in respect of all matters related to the resettlement of refugees under the Programme.  How-
ever, the provision of all services to this cohort is mainstreamed and falls under the responsibil-
ity of relevant agencies and Departments.  Local Authorities are ultimately responsible for the 
provision of housing for refugees.  

A number of refugees are scheduled to be re-settled this week in the location specified under 
an arrangement made with the relevant local authority similar to arrangements made with other 
local authorities throughout the state.  

15/05/2018WRQ04500Court Poor Box

15/05/2018WRQ04600314. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the judge of a 
local District Court controls distribution of the courts discretionary fund; if the distribution of 
moneys has been centralised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21432/18]

15/05/2018WRQ04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which include the 
provision of information on the courts system.  

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that the court poor box is a non-statutory system used to impose a 
financial charge on a defendant to be used for a charitable purpose, usually instead of imposing 
a criminal conviction.  While each court of first instance (High, Circuit and District) has used 
the poor box system on occasion, it is mainly used in the District Court where the judge may 
order the defendant to pay a donation into the court poor box in lieu of another penalty and 
usually arises where the offence is minor in nature and would not attract a custodial sentence.  
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There are many reasons and instances why the court poor box is used by judges.  For ex-
ample, the accused may never previously have been before the courts; the accused may have 
pleaded guilty to a minor offence; a conviction might be inappropriate or might adversely af-
fect employment, career or working abroad prospects; and/or the offence may be of a minor or 
trivial nature.  

When combined with the Probation of Offenders Act it provides an option where some fi-
nancial penalty is considered merited but a conviction and fine are not.  It can sometimes be a 
more meaningful punishment than the maximum fine.  

Payments made to the court poor box are accounted for by the court office concerned and 
the accounting procedures are subject to audit by the Comptroller and Auditor General.  Gener-
ally, charities are the recipients of poor box contributions but the decision is solely at the discre-
tion of the judge who is independent in the matter of sentencing, as in other matters concerning 
the exercise of judicial functions, subject only to the Constitution and the law.  

The Government has approved the drafting of a Criminal Justice (Community Sanctions) 
Bill to replace the Probation of Offenders Act 1907 with modern provisions dealing with com-
munity sanctions and the role of the Probation Service in the criminal justice system.  The Bill 
is currently being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel.  It is intended that the 
legislation will abolish the court poor box and replace it with a statutory Reparation Fund to 
provide for a fair, equitable and transparent system of reparation that will apply only to minor 
offences dealt with by the District Court.  

15/05/2018WRR00200Brexit Issues

15/05/2018WRR00300315. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the degree to which the trade section of her Department continues to establish and expand 
trading interests both inside and outside the European Union with a view to minimising the 
negative impact of Brexit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21466/18]

15/05/2018WRR00400317. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the degree to which she expects trade opportunities for Ireland to improve in the com-
ing months and years for whatever reason; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[21468/18]

15/05/2018WRR00500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 315 and 317 together.

With a small domestic market, further expansion in other markets is essential to our contin-
ued economic growth.  Overall, export growth in Ireland in recent years has been exceptionally 
strong and exports continue to contribute positively to growth.  According to CSO merchandise 
trade and balance of payments data, total exports have increased by 58 percent since 2012 to 
€283.7billion in 2017.  The outlook for global economic growth is positive in the short term. 
According to the OECD March Interim Economic Outlook, the world economy will continue to 
strengthen over the next two years, with global GDP growth projected to reach almost 4 percent 
in both 2018 and 2019.

The Government is intensifying its efforts, domestically and internationally, to support com-
panies with a view to mitigating potential negative impacts of Brexit. Government’s national 
enterprise policy ‘Enterprise 2025 Renewed’, published in March 2018, was developed spe-
cifically through the lens of Brexit, recent international tax developments, the pace of techno-
logical advances and changes being introduced under the current US administration. Enterprise 
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2025 prioritises embedding resilience in the enterprise base, enhancing productivity, delivering 
quality jobs, promoting collaboration between Irish and foreign owned companies and harness-
ing the potential of innovation and talent across all regions.

In the ‘Building Stronger Business’ report, my Department set out a strategy to minimise 
risks of Brexit and maximise opportunities across four pillars of helping companies to compete, 
innovate, trade and to negotiate the best outcome for business.  It sets out the range of diagnos-
tic, advisory and financial supports that are being made available to companies to help minimise 
Brexit impacts and target new opportunities.  Dedicated measures were announced in Budget 
2018, including a new €300 million Brexit loan scheme for businesses and a €25 million Brexit 
response loan scheme for the agrifood sector.  This is in addition to supports for capital invest-
ment in the food industry and Bord Bia marketing and promotion activities, amounting to over 
€50 million in total.  The fund of €116 billion announced in Project 2040 for capital investment 
over the next decade will also allow the State and its agencies to properly plan major infrastruc-
ture projects which can accelerate economic growth and mitigate the impact of Brexit.

The Government’s Trade Strategy, ‘Ireland Connected: Trading and Investing in a Dynamic 
World’, supports an extensive programme of Ministerial-led trade missions, as part of a major 
drive towards market diversification.  This includes markets that are growing and have scale 
as well as markets where we are already well established but with potential for further growth.  
We aim by 2020 to increase indigenous exports by Enterprise Ireland supported companies, 
including food, to reach €26 billion, achieve 80% of indigenous export growth outside of the 
UK market and secure 900 new foreign direct investments.

Enterprise Ireland delivered an impressive programme of international trade events in 2017, 
giving Irish companies the opportunity to meet with potential buyers and network with key in-
fluencers in countries around the world.  In total, 57 internationally focused trade events were 
organised by Enterprise Ireland in 2017 including ministerial-led trade missions to Canada, 
Singapore, Japan, the United Arab Emirates, Oman and a major trade programme as part of the 
State visit to Australia and New Zealand.

In relation to 2018, the programme of ministerial-led trade missions and events has been fi-
nalised and published by Enterprise Ireland.  Several events have already taken place, including 
ministerial-led missions to the USA in January, and Mexico and Russia in February.  Missions 
to EU markets will be a priority focus for the 2018 programme, together with missions to key 
markets where the EU has or is negotiating free trade agreements.  As part of the St. Patrick’s 
Day “Promote Ireland” Programmes, Ministerial visits around the world are organised to ensure 
that we use this exposure to maximise the promotion of Ireland’s trade, tourism and investment 
interests.  The Government has signalled its ambition to further enhance its overseas networks 
through the Global Footprint 2025 initiative, which aims to double the impact of our overseas 
presence through an increase in our enterprise agency global footprint and Embassy network.

As well as the global efforts supported by our agencies, key to our success has been our com-
mitment to trade liberalisation in order to open new markets for our indigenous sectors.  The EU 
has successfully concluded a number of important trade agreements with trading partners and is 
in the process of negotiating or upgrading its agreements with many more.  These existing EU 
Agreements and new trade deals will continue to be very important for Ireland.  With a small 
domestic market, further expansion in other markets is essential to our continued economic 
growth.  In this regard Ireland will continue to support the EU’s ambitious programme of nego-
tiating new Free Trade Agreements opening new markets Irish Firm’s goods and services and 
increasing export and investment opportunities.

Most recently, the EU–Canada Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement (CETA) en-
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tered into force provisionally from the 21st September 2017.  Irish companies may now take 
advantage of the all important provisions of CETA including the elimination of tariffs on almost 
all key exports, access to the Canadian procurement market, the easing of regulatory barriers 
and more transparent rules for market access.  CETA presents new opportunities for Irish busi-
ness and professionals to work and provide services in Canada.

On the 21st April 2018, the EU and Mexico reached an agreement in principle on a new 
trade agreement that will be part of the broader Global Agreement.  The Agreement will provide 
a platform to increase Irish exports to Mexico where the current value is just over €2 billion per 
year with total imports of nearly half a billion euros per year.  It will further remove industrial 
tariffs and important agricultural tariffs.  This will be significant for Ireland’s important Agri-
food sector especially for dairy, pork and poultry products.  Ireland is a significant exporter 
to Mexico of powdered milk and milk derivatives but there are currently significant barriers 
both to increasing powdered milk exports and to commencing exports of fresh dairy produce.  
There are many exciting opportunities in Mexico for Irish businesses including manufactur-
ing, automotive, engineering, telecommunications, ICT, aerospace, software and service and 
manufacturing technology.  The Agreement will also open up public procurement markets to 
Irish businesses and remove technical barriers to trade which will reduce the costs of entry to 
the Mexican market.

The EU is continuing its negotiations with Mercosur and recently announced the successful 
conclusion of negotiations of the EU-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement.  The agri-food 
sector, in particular will see benefits from access to Japan’s highly valuable export market, with 
improved access for beef, pork, cheese and processed agricultural products.  In addition the 
EU’s trade deal with Singapore is hoped to come into force by the end of the year.

During his September 2017 State of the Union address, the President of the European Par-
liament, Jean-Claude Juncker, proposed opening trade negotiations with Australia and New 
Zealand.  The draft negotiating mandates for Australia and New Zealand are currently being 
discussed by the Commission and Member States and I expect them to receive Ministerial si-
gnoff at the Trade Council of Ministers later this month.

Ireland will continue to support the EU’s ambitious programme of negotiating new FTA’s 
giving Irish firms expanded market access and a predictable trading environment in third coun-
tries.  My Department has recently commissioned a study to examine the economic opportuni-
ties and impacts for Ireland arising from FTAs, both currently in place and in negotiation. The 
objective is to deepen our understanding of how Ireland can best take advantage of these op-
portunities, and ensure that our businesses are prepared to access new markets.

15/05/2018WRR00600Economic Growth

15/05/2018WRR00700316. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the extent to which her Department has identified specific targets for trade growth through-
out the European Union having particular regard to the likely impact of Brexit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [21467/18]

15/05/2018WRR00800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): With 
a small domestic market, further expansion of our export sectors is essential to our continued 
and sustainable economic growth.  Overall, export growth in Ireland in recent years has been 
exceptionally strong and exports continue to contribute positively to growth. According to CSO 
merchandise trade and balance of payments data, total exports have increased by 58 percent 
since 2012 to €283.7billion in 2017.
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The Government’s Trade Strategy, ‘Ireland Connected: Trading and Investing in a Dynamic 
World’, supports an extensive programme of Ministerial-led trade missions, as part of a major 
drive towards market diversification.  This includes markets that are growing and have scale 
as well as markets where we are already well established but with potential for further growth.

Within Ireland Connected, ambitious targets have been established for trade and investment.  
These include increasing our indigenous exports to reach €26 billion by 2020 - up by 26% 
from 2015, generating 30,000 more jobs in tourism by 2020 and €5 billion in overseas tourism 
revenues by 2025, and securing 900 new foreign direct investments in the period 2015-2019.  
Specifically, in relation to Brexit, the target is to intensify and diversify 80% of indigenous ex-
port growth to 2020 to be outside of the UK market and maintain exports of at least €7.5 billion 
to the UK.

In 2017, Enterprise Ireland launched its Eurozone Strategy as a key element of its supports 
to help companies diversify their export markets.  In particular, it aims to increase exports to the 
Eurozone by €2bn per annum by 2020, equivalent to 50 percent increase. This would represent 
one of the most significant shifts in Enterprise Ireland supported client exports into the Euro-
zone and is particularly important in the context of Brexit.

More recently, Government’s Enterprise 2025 Renewed strategy published in March 2018 
sets out targets for export growth and diversification within the indigenous exporting base, with 
ambitions to increase exports as a percentage of total sales of Irish owned companies from 52 
percent to between 55 and 60 percent by 2020 and increase Enterprise Ireland client exports 
beyond UK markets from €14.1 billion to €17.4 billion by 2020.  The strategy also targets a 50 
percent increase in the number of FDI investments from non-US markets by 2020.

Question No. 317 answered with Question No. 315.

15/05/2018WRR01000Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRR01100318. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the val-
ue of contracts for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20846/18]

15/05/2018WRR01200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department had a number of contracts with HP inc in the period in question.  The value of these 
are set out below.  My Department did not have any other contracts with the companies in ques-
tion since 2010.

Year Amount
2010 €362,513.83
2011 €194,399.75
2012 €5,673.25

15/05/2018WRR01300Enterprise Ireland Data

15/05/2018WRR01400319. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of applications for the high potential start-up feasibility study grant that have been ap-
proved by county to date. [20973/18]

15/05/2018WRR01500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): HP-
SUs are companies which have the potential to develop an innovative product or service suitable 
for export, and which have the potential to create 10 jobs and €1m in sales within 3 to 4 years 
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of establishment.  In 2017 Enterprise Ireland supported 90 HPSUs with an equity investment.

Enterprise Ireland’s HPSU Team works with start-up companies to ensure that they can 
avail of suitable supports to enable them to realise their potential.  One of the financial supports 
that is available to companies is the HPSU Feasibility Grant.

The HPSU Feasibility Grant assists a new start-up company or individual entrepreneur to 
examine the viability of a new export oriented business or proposition.  The objective of the 
study is to provide the necessary information to enable the promoter to reach firm conclusions 
regarding the project’s viability, and set out investor ready plans associated with developing and 
commercialising the product or service.

  Table 1 presents the number of Enterprise Ireland clients who have received payment un-
der the HPSU Feasibility Grant scheme, segregated by county.

Table 1:  Number of Enterprise Ireland clients who have received payment under the HPSU 
Feasibility Grant scheme, segregated by county.

County No of EI clients Paid HPSU Feasibility Grant
Carlow 6
Cavan <5*
Clare 8
Cork 52
Donegal 5
Dublin 341
Galway 30
Kerry 11
Kildare 16
Kilkenny 7
Laois 6
Leitrim <5*
Limerick 16
Longford <5
Louth 11
Mayo 10
Meath 9
Monaghan <5*
Offaly <5*
Roscommon <5*
Sligo 6
Tipperary   North 5
Tipperary   South <5*
Waterford 8
Westmeath 6
Wexford <5*
Wicklow 16
Grand   Total 588
 * In order to protect client confidentiality, exact numbers are not released for counties that 

have less than five approvals.
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15/05/2018WRR01600IDA Ireland Data

15/05/2018WRR01700320. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of properties and the number of acres of land owned the IDA in each county; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20982/18]

15/05/2018WRR01800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
availability of an adequate supply of marketable serviced land and buildings in advance of 
demand is a key element in the IDA’s ability to compete for mobile foreign direct investment.  
The availability of property solutions allows projects to commence at an earlier date by dimin-
ishing much of the difficulties associated with land acquisition, planning and construction.  It 
is, therefore, an important means by which the IDA can encourage and attract new investors to 
Ireland, particularly to the regions.

I am informed that IDA Ireland owns 29 properties across the country.  13 of these are cur-
rently occupied by IDA clients with a further 16 properties available for occupation by prospec-
tive or existing clients.

The IDA uses hectares as its principal unit of land measurement and the Agency’s property 
portfolio consists of approximately 4,400 hectares which is made up of business and technol-
ogy parks, industrial estates and strategic sites.  Of this, approximately 1,100 hectares of land is 
available for marketing and around 3,300 hectares of land is currently in use.

IDA Ireland does not collate data on land in use by county. However, it does hold data on 
land available for marketing in each county.

The following tables provide the latest figures respectively of all IDA Ireland land available 
for marketing and the number of IDA owned properties that are either occupied or marketable 
to clients:

Table A: Available IDA Owned Land by County      

   County      Town    Land Address  Hectares Available     
County Carlow Bagenalstown Bagenalstown 0.1555
County Cavan Cavan Cavan B&T Park 9.05
County Cork Youghal Springfield Estate 1.87
County Cork Youghal Foxhole 1.0063
County Cork Skibbereen Poundlick Estate 3.86
County Cork Kanturk Mallow B & T Park 0.6831
County Cork Kinsale Rathhallikeen 0.1298
County Cork Kanturk Pulleen 2.47
County Cork Fermoy Rathealy 0.9407
County Cork Cork City Cork City Kilbarry 

B&T Park
57.53

County Cork Carrigtohill Carrigtohill B&T 
Park

11.08

County Cork Charleville Rathgoggan Estate 1.86
County Cork Bantry Drombrow 1.9627
County Cork Bandon Laragh Estate 1.37
County Cork Cork City Ringaskiddy 149.32
County Cork Cork City Cork B&T Park 0.42
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   County      Town    Land Address  Hectares Available     
County Cork Cork City Ringaskiddy Estate 0.2023
County Cork Cork City Rossa Ave 0.1152
County Cork Millstreet Millstreet IDA Estate 0.1133
County Cork Fermoy Fermoy B & T Park 6.05
County Cork Carrigtohill East Cork Carrigtohill 

East
53.1576

County Donegal Ballyshannon Ballyshannon 1.0672
County Donegal Donegal/Tully/

Clar/B
Lurganboy 0.872

County Donegal Letterkenny Knocknamona 1.35
County Donegal Letterkenny/Manor-

cun
Letterkenny B & T 
Park

19.33

County Donegal Letterkenny/Manor-
cun

Letterkenny Lisn-
enan 2

0.38

County Donegal Letterkenny/Manor-
cun

Letterkenny B & T 
Park

2.6282

County Dublin Dublin 24 Dublin 24 - Whites-
town Ind Est

0.56

County Dublin Dublin 11 Dublin 11 - Poppin-
tree Ind.   Est.

3.78

County Dublin Blanchardstown Cruiserath 27.1925
County Dublin Blanchardstown Blanchardstown B & 

T Park
10.4956

County Dublin Dublin 12 Dubl 12 - Bally-
mount Ind. Est.

0.0249

County Dublin Swords Swords Bus. Park, 
Greenfields

2.04

County Dublin Dublin 5 Belcamp - B & T 
Park

46.44

County Galway Tuam Tuam Business Park 1.4794
County Galway Roundstone Roundstone 1.42
County Galway Mountbellew/Bal-

lygar
Mountbellew Busi-
ness Park

0.1979

County Galway Gort Gort Business Park 1.1217
County Galway Glenamaddy Glenamaddy Busi-

ness Park
0.9105

County Galway Galway City Parkmore B&T Park 
(W&E)

26.75

County Galway Ballygar Ballygar Site 3.4398
County Galway Ballinasloe Ballinasloe B&T 

Park
8.88

County Galway Tuam Tuam Science & 
Technology   Park

9.92

County Galway Galway City Oranmore Science & 
Tech   Park 

26.78

County Galway Athenry Athenry 92.4351
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   County      Town    Land Address  Hectares Available     
County Kerry Killorglin Farrantoreen 0.74
County Kerry Killarney Killarney B&T Park 1.14
County Kerry Tralee Acq c.1.0Ha Tralee 1
County Kildare Newbridge Newbridge Business 

Park
2.9339

County Kilkenny Kilkenny Purcellsinch Ind. 
Park

3.95

County Kilkenny Kilkenny/Bennets-
brid

Kilkenny B&T Park 13.4

County Kilkenny Belview Belview 22.8
County Laois Portlaoise Portlaoise B&T Park 9.62
County Leitrim Carrick-On-Shannon Carrick-On-Shannon 

B & T   Park
6.4

County Leitrim Carrick-On-Shannon Carrick-On-Shannon 0.1845
County Leitrim Drumshanbo Drumshanbo 0.2238
County Leitrim Manorhamilton Manorhamilton 0.9264
County Leitrim Manorhamilton Carrickleitrim 0.4208
County Leitrim Mohill Mohill 2.0693
County Limerick Limerick The National Tech-

nology   Park 
64.72

County Limerick Limerick Raheen Business 
Park

53.86

County Longford Longford Aghafad 2.0272
County Longford Longford Longford Industrial 

Estate
1.0176

County Louth Greenore Greenore 0.0272
County Louth Dundalk Dundalk Finnabair  

B&T     Park
5.74

County Louth Dundalk/Ravensdale Dundalk Mullaghar-
lin East

12.8

County Louth Dundalk Dundalk Mullaghar-
lin

44.175

County Louth Drogheda Drogheda B&T Park 22.53
County Mayo Ballina Ballina Business 

Park
0.6

County Mayo Bangor Erris Bango Erris Indus-
trial Park

0.607

County Mayo Castlebar Castlebar B&T Park 3.0897
County Mayo Foxford Foxford Business 

Park
0.6798

County Mayo Ballina Ballina 10.6141
County Meath Navan Boyerstown 

Bro
Navan B&T Park 24.21

County Monaghan Monaghan Monaghan Business 
Park

7.53
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   County      Town    Land Address  Hectares Available     
County Offaly Tullamore Tullamore Industrial 

Estate
0.3541

County Offaly Tullamore Tullamore B&T Park 8
County Offaly Clara Clara 0.4872
County Roscommon Roscommon Roscommon B&T 

Park
4.63

County Roscommon Castlerea Station Rd 1.1735
County Sligo Sligo Cleveragh Business 

Park
0.3035

County Sligo Easkey Easkey Business 
Park

0.0611

County Sligo Sligo Finisklin B & T Park 10.97
County Sligo Sligo Sligo - Oakfield Site 31.3186
County Tipperary Tipperary Knockanrawley 2.08
County Tipperary Clonmel Clonmel Bus Park 20.071
County Waterford Waterford Waterford Industrial 

Estate
5.19

County Waterford Waterford Waterford B&T Park 23.88
County Waterford Dungarvan Dungarvan B & T 

Park
11.5675

County Westmeath Mullingar Clonmore Ind. Est. 6.8
County Westmeath Athlone Athlone B&T Park   

Garrycastle
11.3647

County Westmeath Athlone Garrankesh Estate 0.0926
County Westmeath Mullingar Mullingar B&T Park 22.5
County Wexford Wexford Wexford B&T Park 3.14
County Wexford Wexford Wexford Whitemills 0.066
County Wexford Enniscorthy Moyne Upper 0.39
County Wicklow Arklow Arklow Kilbride 0.1197
County Wicklow Greystones Greystones B&T 

Park
17.93

County Wicklow Arklow Arklow B&T Park 14.56
Table B: IDA Owned Properties by County

County Occupied Marketable Total
Carlow   0 0 0
Cavan 0 0 0
Clare 0 0 0
Cork 0 3 3
Donegal   0 0 0
Dublin 3 0 3
Galway   3 2 5
Kerry 3 3 6
Kildare 0 0 0
Kilkenny 0 0 0
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County Occupied Marketable Total
Laois 0 0 0
Leitrim   0 0 0
Limerick 0 0 0
Longford 0 0 0
Louth 0 0 0
Mayo 1 1 2
Meath 0 0 0
Monaghan   0 0 0
Offaly 1 0 1
Roscommon 0 0 0
Sligo 1 1 2
Tipperary 0 1 1
Waterford 0 3 3
Westmeath   1 1 2
Wexford 0 0 0
Wicklow 0 1 1
Total 13 16 29

15/05/2018WRR01900Brexit Supports

15/05/2018WRR02000321. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of applications that have been received to date for loans under the Brexit loan 
scheme; the number of these that have been granted; the value of loans approved to date; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20997/18]

15/05/2018WRR02100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Brexit Loan Scheme provides affordable working capital to eligible businesses with up to 499 
employees that are or will be Brexit impacted and meet the scheme criteria.  Participating fi-
nance providers are the Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank with Allied Irish Bank following in 
June.

The scheme features a two-stage application process. First, businesses must apply to the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) to confirm their eligibility for the scheme.  
This initial application process requires businesses to use guidelines provided on the SBCI 
website to determine if they are eligible, and if so, to complete the eligibility form.  As part of 
the process, businesses must submit a business plan, demonstrating the means by which they 
intend to innovate, change or adapt to meet the challenges posed by Brexit. The SBCI assesses 
these applications and successful applicants receive an eligibility reference number.

Successful applicants can then apply for a loan under the scheme with one of the participat-
ing finance providers using their eligibility reference number.  Approval of loans are subject to 
the finance providers own credit policies and procedures.

The Scheme was launched on 28 March, and it is too early yet for businesses to have com-
pleted both application processes. Metrics detailing the uptake of the scheme will be available 
at the end of Quarter 2, 2018.

15/05/2018WRR02200IDA Ireland
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15/05/2018WRR02300322. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the reason the newly built IDA advanced factory in Castlebar remains empty; and the steps she 
has taken and is planning to take to find a tenant for the factory and to bring jobs to Castlebar. 
[21069/18]

15/05/2018WRR02400323. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of IDA visits that have taken place to the newly built IDA advanced factory in Castle-
bar, County Mayo; and the work the IDA is undertaking to bring jobs to Castlebar. [21070/18]

15/05/2018WRR02500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 322 and 323 together.

IDA Ireland’s primary regional development goal, as set out in its current strategy, is to in-
crease investment by 30% to 40% in every region of Ireland.  An important way for the Agency 
to deliver on this goal is to help potential overseas investors in the regions find suitable com-
mercial property.  With that aim in mind, the IDA launched its Regional Property Programme 
(RPP) in 2015 to ensure a better supply of commercial properties suitable for investment out-
side Dublin.

As well as upgrading existing buildings and acquiring strategic sites suitable for foreign 
direct investment (FDI), the RPP includes the construction of nine advance facilities around the 
country.  Two such facilities were constructed and completed in Athlone and Waterford in 2014 
and early 2015.  Further buildings were completed last year, including in Castlebar.  The facility 
in the town is now being actively marketed to potential investors by the Agency.  Whilst there 
have been two site visits to County Mayo as of the first quarter of 2018, data on IDA Ireland 
site visits is collated on a county-by-county basis only. Information on the number of site visits 
to specific locations in individual counties is therefore unavailable.

It is the case that the overall FDI trends in Mayo are positive, with 16 IDA supported com-
panies employing 4,462 people in the County.  In the last two years, two notable successes have 
been the Coca-Cola Company announcing an investment of €26 million in its Ballina opera-
tions and Fort Wayne Metals Ireland announcing a €10 million expansion of its production op-
erations in Castlebar.  The County experienced a 26% increase in FDI related employment from 
2012 to 2017 and the IDA is working hard to create further employment opportunities there.

15/05/2018WRR02700Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRR02800324. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of staff in her Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South is-
sues; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21257/18]

15/05/2018WRR02900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Unit of my Department that leads on North-South issues is situated within the Innovation & 
Investment Division.  That Unit’s primary responsibility, when it comes to North-South issues, 
is optimising cross-border enterprise collaboration, mainly through support of and engagement 
with InterTrade Ireland.  Notwithstanding that there is a specific Unit with designated responsi-
bility for this area, all teams across the Department, including Brexit Unit, have cognisance of 
North-South issues insofar as they relate to their respective policy areas.

The following table sets out the staff who have north south issues as part of their responsi-
bilities:
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Grade No.
Principal Officer 1
Assistant Principal Officer 1
Higher Executive Officer 1
Clerical Officer 1
Total 4

15/05/2018WRR03000Workplace Relations Commission

15/05/2018WRR03100325. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 200 and 201 of 1 May 2018, the amount of wages re-
covered in regard to the 281 Marine Survey Office inspections; the category of payments, for 
example, basic pay, holiday pay, sick pay and overtime; and the amount recovered in each of 
the years 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018. [21374/18]

15/05/2018WRR03200Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): Under the Atypical Worker Scheme introduced in February 2016 for non-EEA 
workers engaged on certain Irish-registered fishing vessels, workers are entitled to a minimum 
weekly payment amounting to 39 hours at the National Minimum hourly rate of pay.  Under 
employment law generally these workers are entitled to public holiday, annual leave and other 
benefits.

The 281 inspections referred to in the replies of 1 May 2018 relate to inspections undertaken 
by the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) across the 186 vessels which come within the 
remit of the Atypical Scheme.

The WRC has completed and closed off their current investigations in relation to 114 of 
these vessels, of which 48 employed non-EEA fishers under the terms of the Atypical Worker 
Permission Scheme.  In the case of 6 of this 48, the WRC detected contraventions involving 
unpaid wages and to date €7,984 has been secured for those employees.  Of this, €6,990 related 
to illegal deductions, €561 for failure to pay the National Minimum Wage and €433 for holiday 
entitlements.  These amounts were secured in 2017.

The work of the WRC is continuing in relation to open cases on the remainder of the 186 
vessels within the scheme in relation to undertaking inspections and enquiries, working with 
owners to address contraventions and, where relevant, securing any unpaid wages due to em-
ployees.  Proceedings are taken against vessel owners who fail to engage or to address contra-
ventions.

15/05/2018WRR03300Enterprise Ireland Funding

15/05/2018WRR03400326. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the amount of funding allocated to Enterprise Ireland’s Market Discovery Fund; the 
number of applications for this grant to date; the number of applications granted; the funding 
granted to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21413/18]

15/05/2018WRR03500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Enterprise Ireland believes that the best way for Irish companies to withstand current global 
economic challenges is by diversifying their export footprint.  One of the new supports that 
Enterprise Ireland has introduced to encourage companies to enter new markets is the Market 
Discovery Fund.
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Launched in January 2018, the Market Discovery Fund aims to encourage companies to 
expand into new markets by helping with the costs of researching viable and sustainable market 
entry strategies.

The Fund provides support towards both internal and external costs incurred by companies 
when researching new markets for products and services.  Eligible companies can receive sup-
port when they are looking at a new geographic market for an existing product/service, or when 
looking at exporting a new product/service to a market that they already do business in.

The Market Discovery Fund is available across three levels:

- Level 1: Grant up to €35K

- Level 2: Grant greater than €35K but less than €75K

- Level 3: Grant greater than €75K but less than €150K

The maximum funding is 50% of eligible expenditure up to a maximum grant of €150,000.  
Eligible expenditure includes, but is not limited to, salary support, consultancy costs, trade fair 
costs and foreign travel. 

The Market Discovery Fund has been open for applications for a number of weeks.  To date, 
nine Market Discovery Grants have been approved.  Applications can be at various stages of 
informal discussion before they are formally received and approved, so it is not possible to give 
a meaningful number in this regard

Enterprise Ireland only report on funding that has been drawn down, and as the Fund is 
newly launched no companies have reached this stage to date.

15/05/2018WRR03600EU Directives

15/05/2018WRR03700327. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
she will request that the EU cultural and energy directorates maintain the exemption (details 
supplied) afforded to all stage lighting equipment from legislations which would prohibit their 
manufacturing and sale. [21422/18]

15/05/2018WRR03800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation is responsible for the implementation of the 
Ecodesign Directive and associated Implementing Measures into Irish law.

The European Commission is working on a single lighting regulation under the Ecodesign 
Directive framework.  The proposed regulation is intended to replace the existing Ecodesign 
Lighting Regulations 244/2009, 245/2009 and 1194/2012. 

The EU regulatory process to develop the proposal is ongoing and involves significant 
stakeholder consultation.  Exemptions for several specialist lighting applications, including 
stage lighting, and how best to define these exemptions without creating loopholes to the regu-
lation, are being considered by the EU as part of this process.

It is expected that the regulation will be adopted by the EU Commission towards the end of 
2018.

The Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation is fully aware of the concerns raised 
in relation to changes to the status of exemptions for specialist lighting applications.  The De-
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partment continues to monitor the progress of the draft regulation and is represented at meetings 
between the European Commission and Member States on the proposal.

15/05/2018WRR03900State Claims Agency Data

15/05/2018WRR04000328. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of cases related to 
medical negligence that the State Claims Agency resolved through mediation; the number that 
were resolved after a court case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20959/18]

15/05/2018WRR04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The management of clinical indemnity and 
general insurance claims has been delegated to the State Claims Agency under Section 9 of the 
National Treasury Management (Amendment) Act 2000.  The Agency has a statutory mandate 
to investigate and manage these claims to completion.  It has provided the following informa-
tion to my Department in respect of claims settled following court cases or by mediation since 
2014 as this is when the reporting under the National Incident Management System (NIMS) 
went live.

The Agency has stated that 98% of all cases managed by it are resolved without the need for 
a contested court hearing.

These tables show claims which have been concluded / finalised by the Agency on behalf 
of healthcare enterprises.  They include claims directly related to clinical care and other related 
general claims (e.g. psychological claims arising from clinical care treatment).  

The Agency defines case conclusion date as the date the case has reached its outcome 
whereby damages have been agreed, either through settlement discussions or court award etc.  
The issue of costs can be outstanding.

Claim finalised date means the date on which the claim has been finalised, i.e. all financials 
have been agreed (but not necessarily paid).  There may be outstanding payments to be pro-
cessed.

Since 2014, there were 40 claims resulting from clinical care that have been fully finalised 
by way of a court ruling (court award or case dismissed).

 Year of Date Claim Finalised  Total
 2014  7
 2015  11
 2016  9
 2017  11
 2018  2
 Grand Total  40

The Agency has concluded 122 cases where mediation has taken place since 2014. Some of 
these claims have yet to be fully finalised as there may be outstanding payments to be agreed / 
processed.

Year of Date Case Concluded Total
 2014  17
 2015  11
 2016  36
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Year of Date Case Concluded Total
 2017  41
 2018  17
 Grand Total  122

15/05/2018WRR04200Transport Support Scheme

15/05/2018WRR04300329. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health his plans to establish a new 
scheme in relation to the motorised transport grant; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20963/18]

15/05/2018WRR04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013.  Since the closure of the Mobility Allowance, 
the Government has directed that the Health Service Executive should continue to pay an equiv-
alent monthly payment of up to €208.50 per month to the 4,133 people in receipt of the Mobility 
Allowance, on an interim basis, pending the establishment of a new Transport Support Scheme.

The Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new Transport 
Support Scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health.  The Programme for a Partnership Government acknowledges the ongoing drafting of 
primary legislation for a new Transport Support Scheme to assist those with a disability to meet 
their mobility costs.  The Health (Transport Support) Bill is on the list of priority legislation for 
publication in the Spring/Summer session 2018.  I can confirm that work on the policy propos-
als for the new Scheme is at an advanced stage.  The proposals seek to ensure that:

- There is a firm statutory basis to the Scheme’s operation;

- There is transparency and equity in the eligibility criteria attaching to the Scheme;

- Resources are targeted at those with greatest needs; and

- The Scheme is capable of being costed and is affordable on its introduction and on an 
ongoing basis.

My colleague, the Minister for Health and I recently brought a proposal to Government for a 
Transport Support Payment Scheme. Following consideration of the proposal by Government, 
it was agreed that we withdraw the Memorandum and to revert back with a revised proposal to 
reflect the discussion in due course.

With regard to the Motorised Transport Grant, this scheme operated as a means-tested grant 
to assist persons with severe disabilities with the purchase or adaptation of a car, where that car 
was essential to retain employment.  The maximum Motorised Transport Grant, which was pay-
able once in any three year period, was €5,020. Following the closure of the scheme in February 
2013, no further Motorised Transport Grants have been payable.

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance.  Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges.  Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.
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There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices.  Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.

15/05/2018WRR04500State Claims Agency

15/05/2018WRR04600330. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the State Claims 
Agency to take a similar approach to cases involving damage by a drug (details supplied) 
[20793/18]

15/05/2018WRR04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I cannot comment on individual cases or 
matters that are the subject of litigation but can provide background information on this litiga-
tion and clarify matters that are already in the public domain. 

As of 9 May 2018, legal proceedings against the Minister, the Health Services Executive 
and GlaxoSmithKline Biological SA have been initiated by seventy individuals.  The plaintiffs 
allege personal injury in which they claim the development of narcolepsy resulted from the 
administration of the H1N1 pandemic vaccine.  The management of the cases transferred to 
the State Claims Agency (SCA) on 15 October 2013 when the Taoiseach signed the National 
Treasury Management Agency (Delegation of Claims Management Functions) (Amendment) 
Order 2013.  

I have been informed by the Agency that the cases are before the courts in relation to the 
management of discovery in the lead case. It would not be appropriate for a Minister to interfere 
in the courts case management of these claims which are delegated to the SCA for management.

With regard to the broader issue, I am continuing to engage with the Minister for Justice 
and the Minister for Finance on what further improvements can be made to the legal framework 
governing the management of medical negligence cases.

15/05/2018WRR04800Patient Transport

15/05/2018WRR04900331. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the protocols for transporting 
patients between two facilities (details supplied); if it is standard practice for residents in this 
rehabilitation facility to have to cover the cost of specialised transport, for example, wheelchair 
accessible taxis to and from hospital follow-up appointments when the person is an inpatient 
receiving rehabilitative treatment; his views on whether it is acceptable for patients such as this 
to have to cover these transport costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20795/18]

15/05/2018WRR05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

15/05/2018WRR05100Hospital Appointments Status

15/05/2018WRR05200332. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20797/18]
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15/05/2018WRR05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRS00200Health Services Funding

15/05/2018WRS00300333. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if funding will be made avail-
able for staffing in neurology services and in the context of the upcoming budget in line with 
the neurology and epilepsy models of care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20799/18]

15/05/2018WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The model of care for neurology was 
launched by the HSE in late 2016.  This was developed by the HSE’s national clinical pro-
gramme for neurology in collaboration with consultants, nurses, health and social care profes-
sionals and patient support groups.  It aims to address the need for strategic development of 
neurology services in the provision of better care for these patients.  Progress is being made in 
this area.  For example, this year, funding has been allocated by the HSE to commence develop-
ment of peri- and post-operative services to support patients with Parkinson’s Disease receiving 
deep brain stimulation.

As the detail of the query raised is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly as soon as possible.

15/05/2018WRS00500Electronic Health Records

15/05/2018WRS00600334. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if electronic transmission 
of blood test results has ceased in some cases; the areas in which this has ceased; and the actions 
he will take to resolve the issue [20800/18]

15/05/2018WRS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is an operational matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

15/05/2018WRS00800HSE Legal Cases

15/05/2018WRS00900335. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of times his Department 
or the HSE has sought and or obtained a gagging order in respect of persons that have taken 
a legal action against either body in the past 15 years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20803/18]
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15/05/2018WRS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question has been interpreted 
as relating to both clinical and general indemnity claims against my Department and the HSE 
for the past 15 years.  

The management of clinical and general indemnity claims relating to my Department and 
the HSE has been delegated to the State Claims Agency under section 9 of the National Trea-
sury Management Agency (Amendment) Act 2000.  The delegation of the management of clini-
cal negligence claims relates to the period since 2002, but the delegation of general negligence 
claims only relates to the period since 2010 for the HSE.  Prior to that the HSE purchased gen-
eral indemnity insurance cover from private insurance firms. 

The State Claims Agency has advised my officials that it settles very few claims subject to 
a confidentiality agreement with the exception of claims settled through mediation.  Part of the 
process of mediation is that the parties are bound by a strict confidentiality provision contained 
in the mediation agreement.  In the very rare case that the agency agrees a confidentiality pro-
viso, it is usually because of some extremely sensitive, controversial or disputed element of a 
claim which may be requested by either party.  The agency does not formally record, on its IT 
system, the fact that any individual settlement is bound by a confidentiality clause.  Therefore 
this information is not readily available.

My Department has requested the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy 
on this matter in respect of situations outside those addressed by the State Claims Agency.  

My Department will also collate information on legal actions which were outside the remit 
of the State Claims Agency and will revert to the Deputy as soon as possible on the matter.

15/05/2018WRS01100Public Health Policy

15/05/2018WRS01200336. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his Department has worked 
in collaboration with the United Kingdom Department of Health on the development of health 
or reproductive health policy over the past two years; and if so, the details of same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20806/18]

15/05/2018WRS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The details requested by the Deputy cover 
work being carried out by a number of units.  I will survey the Department for relevant data and 
compile replies to provide the Deputy with a full response as soon as possible.

15/05/2018WRS01400Departmental Meetings

15/05/2018WRS01500337. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the contacts he or his Depart-
ment have had with a company (details supplied) in the past two years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20807/18]

15/05/2018WRS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The full information is not available at pres-
ent. I personally have had no contact or meetings with the company in question.  I will survey 
the Department as to whether or not any units have had contact and revert to the Deputy with 
any relevant data.

15/05/2018WRS01700Public Health Policy
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15/05/2018WRS01800338. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the policy position with re-
spect to the use of the term fatal foetal abnormality; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20808/18]

15/05/2018WRS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department of Health has not adopted 
any policy position in relation to the term “fatal foetal abnormality”.

15/05/2018WRS02000Health Strategies

15/05/2018WRS02100339. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the HSE has discontinued funding for the Age Well Programme in the mid-west 
despite the great success this programme had in combatting loneliness and isolation; if core 
funding will be provided for this programme in view of the fact the population is ageing and 
loneliness and isolation is growing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20810/18]

15/05/2018WRS02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

15/05/2018WRS02300Hospital Appointments Status

15/05/2018WRS02400340. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied). [20821/18]

15/05/2018WRS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The national waiting list management policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRS02600Hospitals Funding

15/05/2018WRS02700341. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated capital 
cost of introducing 9,000 new hospital beds over five years; the estimated cost of staffing 9,000 
beds annually; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20822/18]

15/05/2018WRS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.
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15/05/2018WRS02900Respite Care Services Provision

15/05/2018WRS03000342. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if respite care will be restored 
for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal at Stranorlar Community Hospital, County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20825/18]

15/05/2018WRS03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRS03200Home Help Service Provision

15/05/2018WRS03300343. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if extra home help hours will 
be allocated for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20826/18]

15/05/2018WRS03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRS03500Home Care Packages

15/05/2018WRS03600344. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if an extra carer will be pro-
vided to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20827/18]

15/05/2018WRS03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRS03800Disease Classification

15/05/2018WRS03900345. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health his views on the recent case 
in Northern Ireland in which 2,500 persons have been recalled over concerns regarding incor-
rect diagnoses of multiple sclerosis instead of neurological Lyme disease; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20830/18]

15/05/2018WRS04000346. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health if an enquiry can be established 
and a case-by-case review conducted by a specialist in both the fields of Lyme disease and MS 
or radiographer for Lyme neuroborreliosis sufferers that were and continue to be misdiagnosed; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20831/18]

15/05/2018WRS04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 345 and 
346 together.

Lyme disease is a bacterial infection transmitted to humans by bites from infected ticks with 
Borrelia burgdorferi.  The infection is generally mild affecting only the skin but can occasion-
ally be more severe and highly debilitating.  Lyme borreliosis was made statutorily notifiable in 
Ireland by the Infectious Diseases (Amendment) Regulations 2011, S.I. no 452 of 2011.

Lyme borreliosis can be asymptomatic or have a range of clinical presentations.  Current 
best advice is that diagnosis should be made only after careful consideration of the patient’s 
clinical history, physical findings, laboratory evidence and exposure risk.  The diverse nature of 
these symptoms, which can have both physical and psychological causes, are shared by many 
conditions which have implications for both diagnostic and treatment services.  Exposure to 
ticks prior to disease manifestations is necessary for the diagnosis of Lyme borreliosis.  Since 
an awareness or recollection of a tick bite is not always present, however, this should not ex-
clude the diagnosis of Lyme borreliosis.

Later stages require the use of antibody detection tests (or advanced DNA detection tech-
niques).  Testing for Lyme disease is provided routinely by hospitals in Ireland.  In undertaking 
Lyme testing, it is essential that the results are interpreted in the light of the clinical condition 
of the patient.  If the result of this initial screen is equivocal, the patient’s samples are referred 
to the UK’s Rare and Imported Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL) Service of Public Health England 
Porton which uses a two-tier system recommended by American and European authorities.  
This involves a screening serological test followed by a confirmatory serological test.  All labo-
ratories must undergo continuous quality assurance to ensure that the quality of the diagnostics 
they provide is maintained at the highest international level for human diagnostics.  All testing 
in Ireland is confirmed by RIPL.

It is important that people with symptoms seek appropriate medical attention, either from 
their family doctor or access specialist services.  Testing and treatment for Lyme borreliosis 
is widely available in Ireland in all major hospitals.  Lyme disease can be very successfully 
treated using common antibiotics.  These antibiotics are effective at clearing the rash and help-
ing to prevent the development of complications.  Antibiotics are generally given for up to three 
weeks.  If complications develop, then management of patients can be undertaken by Infectious 
Disease consultants in regional hospitals when intravenous antibiotics may be considered as a 
method of treatment.  There is no evidence that viable Borrelia burgdorferi persists in patients 
with prolonged, subjective symptoms following confirmed Lyme disease.

A Lyme Disease Subcommittee of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the HSE Health 
Protection Surveillance Centre with professional clinical, entomological, scientific and envi-
ronmental health expert representation (including a representative of the Lyme Support Group, 
Tick-Talk Ireland) has been established to explore all possible ways of raising awareness about 
Lyme disease.  This Subcommittees report will cover a number of areas, including initiatives 
undertaken to date, summary advice relating to awareness, preventive advice for the general 
public, preventive advice and material for those responsible for sites or locations known to 
have or suspected as having higher densities of ticks, and summary advice relating to clinical 
management of the condition.

The HPSC provides advice and information concerning developments regarding the testing 
and treatment of Lyme disease to my Department.
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15/05/2018WRS04300HSE Data

15/05/2018WRS04400347. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the value of services and goods 
provided by all successful tenders for awards from the HSE since 2000, by company name in 
tabular form. [20835/18]

15/05/2018WRS04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I thank the Deputy for clarification received 
in relation to the above question which has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

15/05/2018WRS04600HSE Data

15/05/2018WRS04700348. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the value of contracts for goods, 
services and works awarded by the HSE to companies (details supplied) since 2000, by date 
and year of award. [20836/18]

15/05/2018WRS04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the question relates to service issues I 
have referred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply.

15/05/2018WRS04900Hospital Appointments Status

15/05/2018WRS05000349. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20840/18]

15/05/2018WRS05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRS05200HSE Data

15/05/2018WRS05300350. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the value of contracts for goods or 
services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20855/18]

15/05/2018WRS05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is an operational matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

15/05/2018WRT00200Vaccination Programme

15/05/2018WRT00300351. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of victims of the 
swine flu vaccine that are included in the number of cases the State Claims Agency presented to 
Dáil Éireann in April 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20862/18]

15/05/2018WRT00400370. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of victims of the 
swine flu vaccine included in the number of cases drawn to the attention of the State Claims 
Agency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20921/18]

15/05/2018WRT00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 351 and 
370 together.

I cannot comment on individual cases or matters that are the subject of litigation but can 
provide background information on this litigation and clarify matters that are already in the 
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public domain. 

As of 9 May 2018, legal proceedings against the Minister, the Health Services Executive 
and GlaxoSmithKline Biological SA have been initiated by seventy individuals.  The plaintiffs 
allege personal injury in which they claim the development of narcolepsy resulted from the 
administration of the H1N1 pandemic vaccine.  The management of the cases transferred to 
the State Claims Agency on 15 October 2013 when the Taoiseach signed the National Trea-
sury Management Agency (Delegation of Claims Management Functions) (Amendment) Order 
2013.

15/05/2018WRT00600Cancer Screening Programmes

15/05/2018WRT00700352. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the location in which samples 
are tested in cases in which a woman has been called back for further testing, that is, colpos-
copy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20864/18]

15/05/2018WRT00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Each individual GP practice, clinic and col-
poscopy service is assigned to one of the three designated programme laboratories. 

The samples of all tests taken in those locations are processed in the assigned laboratory.

15/05/2018WRT00900Hospital Staff Data

15/05/2018WRT01000353. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of additional 
staff by category required to meet additional acute bed targets annually in the coming five years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20868/18]

15/05/2018WRT01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Services Capacity Review 2018 
forecasts future capacity requirements in acute hospitals, primary care and in services for older 
persons (residential and homecare services) for the period to 2031.

The Capacity Review forecasts that the following additional acute hospital beds will be 
required by 2021 if reforms are implemented:

Bed Type 2016 baseline 2021 Requirements
Inpatient   10,500 11,900
Day 2,140 2,300
Adult Critical Care 240 330
Acute Medical Unit 430 420

 Workforce requirements will need to take account of the nature of the additional hospital 
beds (Day Care, In-Patient, Intensive/Critical Care) and the relevant clinical specialties.

Given the timelines in which the Capacity Review had to be conducted in order to inform 
the new National Development Plan, it was not possible to include a full workforce planning 
exercise within the scope of the Review.  In particular, corresponding workforce projections for 
additional acute hospital capacity were not included.  The Capacity Review report makes this 
clear.

The National Strategic Framework for Health and Social Care Workforce Planning, which 
was launched in November 2017, will support an approach to workforce planning that will en-
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able the recruitment and retention of the right mix of health workers, across the health system. 

Effective workforce planning and appropriate resourcing of health services will also be a 
key enabler of Sláintecare reforms.  This will be addressed in the Sláintecare Implementation 
Plan which is expected to be brought to Government shortly.

These initiatives, in tandem with the findings of the Capacity Review, will provide a robust 
framework within which workforce planning and assessment can be undertaken on an ongoing 
basis.

15/05/2018WRT01200Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

15/05/2018WRT01300354. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if the inconsistencies in pay-
ments made under a scheme (details supplied) to facilities will be examined; if his attention 
has been drawn to the difficulties some of these facilities are experiencing; and his views on 
whether the facilities must be supported by an equitable funding model that provides recogni-
tion to the reality of costs being incurred in order to meet the specialist healthcare needs of 
persons. [20870/18]

15/05/2018WRT01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

The Report of the NHSS Review published in 2015 identified a number of issues for more 
detailed consideration, including a review of pricing mechanism by the NTPF, with a view to:

- Ensuring value for money and economy, with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and the State and administrative burden for providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism so that existing and potential inves-
tors can make as informed decisions as possible; and

- Ensuring that there is adequate residential capacity for those residents with more complex 
needs.

A Steering Committee has been established to oversee this review which is chaired by the 
NTPF and includes representatives from my Department and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform.  The NTPF have responsibility for the development of this report, although 
Department Officials continue to engage with the NTPF regarding the review.  The most recent 
update from the NTPF is that the report will be finalised and ready for review in the first half 
of 2018.

In relation to variations in the cost of care for public and private nursing homes it is ac-
knowledged that public nursing homes have, in general, a higher cost of care.  It is understood 
that a number of factors contribute to this such as higher dependency levels of clients requiring 
a higher staff skill mix, environmental implications for staffing levels and the geographical 
provision of residential placements.

That said, there is a need to undertake a deeper analysis of the factors driving the higher 
costs of care in public units.  This is why the 2015 Review of the Nursing Homes Support 
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Scheme identified the need for a Value for Money and Policy (VFM) review of the cost differ-
entials in public and private/voluntary residential facilities.  My Department will be working on 
this VFM throughout the year.

15/05/2018WRT01500Medical Negligence Claims

15/05/2018WRT01600355. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce a no-fault 
compensation scheme for mistakes made within the health service. [20871/18]

15/05/2018WRT01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since the publication of the recommenda-
tions of the Working Group on Medical Negligence and Periodic Payments, which was chaired 
by former High Court Judge John Quirke, significant legal reforms have been introduced or are 
on the way in order to deal more effectively with clinical negligence claims. 

Nevertheless, I believe we must go further in addressing the difficulties which our current 
system presents for those who have experienced harm and wish to be assured that the problems 
are addressed and appropriate redress is made.

I have informed Government that, building on recent legal reforms, I will engage with Min-
ister Flanagan on the options to further improve the legal approach to managing clinical negli-
gence cases.  For this purpose my officials met Department of Justice and Equality officials last 
week to examine the key issues involved and to examine all options available.

This action will be progressed in the coming weeks in order to bring further proposals to 
Government to build on the work of Judge Quirke’s Working Group on Medical Negligence 
and Periodic Payments.  I expect that all potential options to improve the current system, in-
cluding a no fault approach, will be considered in the process.

15/05/2018WRT01800Statutory Retirement Age

15/05/2018WRT01900356. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that HSE 
drivers who are 64 years of age now and work in the western region, will be able to work 
until they are 70 years of age if they so wish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20878/18]

15/05/2018WRT02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My colleague, the Minister for Finance and 
Public Expenditure and Reform, Mr Paschal Donohoe T.D., secured Government approval in 
December 2017 for an increase in the compulsory retirement age from 65 years to 70 years for 
public servants who currently are required to retire at age 65 years. Legislation will be neces-
sary to effect these changes and the General Scheme of a Bill was also approved by Govern-
ment at that time. Minister Donohoe has indicated that he would ask the Attorney General to 
prioritise the drafting of this legislation so that the new compulsory retirement age would be-
come effective as soon as possible.

The Government also agreed, in advance of the legislation coming into effect, that interim 
arrangements could be introduced, for serving public servants who reach the age of 65 years 
between the date of the Government Decision and the coming into effect of the necessary leg-
islation.  These arrangements enable such public servants to be retained until they reach the age 
of eligibility for Contributory State Pension, which is currently age 66 years.  My Department 
has advised the HSE and other agencies of these interim measures.
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15/05/2018WRT02100Hospital Staff Recruitment

15/05/2018WRT02200357. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health his plans to fill the position of 
stroke specialist nurse at South Tipperary General Hospital which has been vacant since Janu-
ary 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20884/18]

15/05/2018WRT02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

15/05/2018WRT02400Hospital Waiting Lists Data

15/05/2018WRT02500358. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
paediatric rheumatology waiting lists; the number waiting more than three, six, nine, 12,15, 
18 and 24 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20885/18]

15/05/2018WRT02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As requested by the Deputy, the waiting lists 
for paediatric rheumatology at the end of April are provided in the tables,. 

An additional €9 million has been allocated in the HSE 2018 National Service Plan for pae-
diatric orthopaedics, including scoliosis services, to further reduce waiting times for paediatric 
orthopaedic services and support the development of a sustainable paediatric orthopaedic ser-
vice.  This funding is allocated across four hospitals, Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin, 
Temple Street Children’s University Hospital, Cappagh National Orthopaedic Hospital and the 
Mater Misericordiae Hospital.

In addition, each hospital has submitted proposals in 2018 to the National Treatment Pur-
chase Fund (NTPF) to support some insourced and outsourced activity to treat review and treat 
the longest waiting times.  The NTPF is engaging with the HSE and individual hospitals on 
these proposals. 

Paediatric Rheumatology Outpatients Waiting List-End April 2018

0-3 
mths

3-6 
mths

6-9 
mths

9-12 
mths

12-15 
mths

15-18 
mths

18-21 
mths

21-24 
mths

24-48 
mths

48+ Grand 
Total

165 99 64 104 59 72 62 66 331 2 1024
Paediatric Rheumatology Inpatient/Daycase Waiting List-End April 2018

0-3 mths 3-6 mths 6-8 mths 8-12 
mths

12-15 
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15-18 
mths 

18-24 
mths

Grand 
Total

32 21 13 30 17 6 1 120

15/05/2018WRT02700Hospital Staff Data

15/05/2018WRT02800359. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of consultants prac-
tising paediatric rheumatology; the locations in which they are based; the whole-time equiva-
lent spend on paediatric rheumatology cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20886/18]

15/05/2018WRT02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.
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15/05/2018WRT03000Hospital Appointments Status

15/05/2018WRT03100360. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(detail supplied) will be scheduled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20887/18]

15/05/2018WRT03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRT03300Hospital Appointments Status

15/05/2018WRT03400361. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20888/18]

15/05/2018WRT03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRT03600Stroke Care

15/05/2018WRT03700362. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided by the 
HSE for the establishment of stroke survivor groups and the engagement of co-ordinators to 
facilitate the process in County Tipperary, as has been done in other areas; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20892/18]

15/05/2018WRT03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 
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15/05/2018WRT03900Nursing Home Services

15/05/2018WRT04000363. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a care home 
(details supplied); the number of patients in the home; the number of staff; the number of quali-
fied nursing staff; the future plans for the home in view of the ageing population; the number of 
persons with dementia here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20894/18]

15/05/2018WRT04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

15/05/2018WRT04200Respite Care Services Provision

15/05/2018WRT04300364. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when respite care will be restored 
to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20895/18]

15/05/2018WRT04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

15/05/2018WRT04500Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

15/05/2018WRT04600365. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the local and regional drugs task 
forces that have a representative from his Department on the task force in each of the years 2016 
to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; the number of meetings that took place; the number 
that were attended by the representative from his Department; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20900/18]

15/05/2018WRT04700366. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the local and regional drugs task 
forces that have a member of HSE sitting on the task force in each of the years 2016 to 2017 
and to date in 2018, in tabular form; the number of meetings that took place; the number that 
were attended by the representative from the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20901/18]

15/05/2018WRT04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 365 and 366 together.

Local and regional drug and alcohol task forces play a key role in assessing the extent and 
nature of the drug problem and in initiating appropriate responses in their localities, so that 
there is a coordinated approach involving all sectors to the problem of substance misuse. 

Section 2 of the task force handbook sets our the membership of task forces, to include 
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representatives from the local community, voluntary service providers and relevant statutory 
bodies.  Typically, task forces comprise representatives from the following organisations:

 - HSE; 

 - An Garda Síochána; 

 - Probation and Welfare Service; 

 - Education and Training Boards; 

 - Local Authorities; 

- Youth Services; 

 - Department of Social Protection; 

 - Service users; 

 - Local communities; 

 - Local community development committees; 

 - Local development companies; 

 - public representatives; and

 - Voluntary sector

The Department of Health is not a member of the task forces as it is a government depart-
ment and is not involved in service delivery.  Rather, the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of health services and is therefore the appropriate representative from the 
public health sector on the task forces.  

I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy in relation to its representation on Drug 
and Alcohol Task Forces and the number of meetings that it participated in.

15/05/2018WRT05000Hospital Appointments Status

15/05/2018WRT05100367. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a hospital appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20912/18]

15/05/2018WRT05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRT05300Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

15/05/2018WRT05400368. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for occupa-
tional therapy for children with dyspraxia in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018, 
by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20915/18]

15/05/2018WRT05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRU00200HSE Staff

15/05/2018WRU00300369. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the occasions on which he 
or either of his two predecessors communicated with the Health Service Executive under the 
terms of section 5 of the Health Service Executive (Governance) Act 2013 since the commence-
ment of the Act; the nature of the direction provided to the HSE on each occasion; the occasions 
on which the Director General informed him or either of his two predecessors of the measures 
taken by the HSE to comply with a direction issued under section 5; and if such information was 
furnished within such period as was specified by him in tabular form. [20917/18]

15/05/2018WRU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The full information requested by the Depu-
ty is not immediately available.  As the Deputy is aware section 5 of the Health Service Execu-
tive (Governance) Act 2013 amends section 10 of the Health Act 2004.  Under an agreement 
reached with the INMO and SIPTU Nursing the Department of Health committed to increasing 
the nursing and midwifery workforce in 2017 to deliver 1,224 additional permanent posts.  On 
the 27 April 2017 I issued a written direction under Section 10 of the Health Act 2004, to the 
Health Service Executive, in order to emphasise the importance of full implementation of this 
Agreement.  The table shows dates of progress reports received.

In March 2012 then Minister for Health James Reilly issued a direction under section 10 of 
the Health Act 2004 to the then Chairman of the HSE in relation to the creation of independent 
not-for-profit trusts and hospital groups.  As Minister for Health Leo Varadkar did not issue any 
directions to the HSE under section 10 of the 2004 Act. 

I will revert to the Deputy with full information as soon as possible. 

Section (10) Direction issued Date laid Date Minister informed on progress/
update

Delivery of 2017 Nursing and 
Midwifery Funded Workforce 
Plan

12th May 2017 30th June 2017
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Section (10) Direction issued Date laid Date Minister informed on progress/
update
2nd October 2017
3rd May 2018

Question No. 370 answered with Question No. 351.

15/05/2018WRU00600Medicinal Products Regulation

15/05/2018WRU00700371. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the role of the HPRA in reporting 
side effects in the context of a drug (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20928/18]

15/05/2018WRU00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information that the Deputy seeks is not 
readily available.  Therefore, I have asked the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) 
to investigate the matter and reply directly to the Deputy.

It is important to reiterate that the HPRA and the European Medicines Agency continually 
monitor adverse events to vaccination.  HPV is one of the most closely studied and monitored 
medicinal products.  The vast majority of reports received by the HPRA have been consistent 
with the expected pattern of short term adverse side effects for the vaccine, as described in the 
product information.  Mild and temporary reactions to any kind of vaccination are not unusual.

15/05/2018WRU00900Hospital Appointments Status

15/05/2018WRU01000372. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) will be expedited. [20932/18]

15/05/2018WRU01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRU01200Disabilities Data

15/05/2018WRU01300373. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children awaiting a first assessment from the HSE under the Disability Act 2005 at the end of 
June 2017 or latest day available by each local health office area in tabular form. [20938/18]
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15/05/2018WRU01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath):  The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRU01500Speech and Language Therapy Data

15/05/2018WRU01600374. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the speech and language therapy assessment waiting list; and the number waiting 
less than 4, 4 to 12 and more than 12 months by each local health office area in tabular form. 
[20939/18]

15/05/2018WRU01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

15/05/2018WRU01800Speech and Language Therapy Data

15/05/2018WRU01900375. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number 
of persons on the speech and language therapy treatment waiting list; and the number waiting 
less than 4, 4 to 12 and more than 12 months by each local health office area in tabular form. 
[20940/18]

15/05/2018WRU02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

15/05/2018WRU02100Occupational Therapy Data

15/05/2018WRU02200376. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy first time assessment waiting list; the number waiting less 
than 4, 4 to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to 4, 5 to 17, 18 to 
64 and over 65 years of age, respectively, for each category by each local health office area in 
tabular form. [20941/18]

15/05/2018WRU02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

15/05/2018WRU02400Occupational Therapy Data

15/05/2018WRU02500377. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list; the number waiting less than 4, 4 
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to 12 and more than 12 months; the number waiting aged 0 to 4, 5 to 17, 18 to 64 and over 65 
years of age, respectively, for each category by each local health office area in tabular form. 
[20942/18]

15/05/2018WRU02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

15/05/2018WRU02700Nursing Staff Provision

15/05/2018WRU02800378. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health his plans to approve fund-
ing for a nurse to administer the drug Ocrelizumab which has been pre-approved for 12 patients 
(details supplied) diagnosed with primary progressive multiple sclerosis attending the Mater 
Misericordiae University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20943/18]

15/05/2018WRU02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

15/05/2018WRU03000Nursing Staff Provision

15/05/2018WRU03100379. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when funding will be 
approved to provide a nurse to administer the drug Ocrelizumab which has been pre-approved 
for twelve patients diagnosed with primary progressive multiple sclerosis attending the Mater 
Misericordiae University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20944/18]

15/05/2018WRU03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

15/05/2018WRU03300HSE Staff Data

15/05/2018WRU03400380. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the staff numbers at a facility (de-
tails supplied) by administration, management and healthcare staff; the categories of healthcare 
provided; the comparison of staff numbers to end of April 2018 by each of the years 2014 to 
2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20945/18]

15/05/2018WRU03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

15/05/2018WRU03600National Cervical Screening Programme

15/05/2018WRU03700381. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the quality assurance site visits to 
laboratory providers since outsourcing in 2008 of the cervical screening programme. [20946/18]

15/05/2018WRU03800382. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the monitoring and reviews that 
took place of the operational activity and performance of the cytopathology service providers 
since 2010. [20947/18]

15/05/2018WRU03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 381 and 
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382 together.

The clinical advice from the HSE and my Department is clear that there is no evidence that 
the clinical and technical aspects of CervicalCheckhave performed outside or below the quality 
guidelines set for the programme, or below international standards.

All laboratories contracted by CervicalCheck meet the programme’s standards and have 
ISO accreditation, certified by the relevant national authorities.  The laboratories undergo an-
nual certification or surveillance audits from the relevant national certification body for their 
continuing accreditation. 

Monitoring and review of operational activity and performance of cytopathology service 
providers is carried out on a continuous basis.  The laboratories provide quarterly quality met-
rics for monitoring and review.  These include outcomes of the external quality 

assurance schemes in which they are required to participate.

CervicalCheck monitors and reviews a number of criteria in relation to laboratory perfor-
mance including volumes, sources of tests, turnaround times, recommendations assigned to 
results, screener sensitivity and workload metrics, external quality assurance and 

positive predictive value.

CervicalCheck carried out site visits in 2011 and 2014 to the laboratory facilities involved 
in those years.

15/05/2018WRU04100Hospital Appointments Administration

15/05/2018WRU04200383. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will have a procedure carried out at Letterkenny University Hospital; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20950/18]

15/05/2018WRU04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRU04400Hospital Appointments Administration

15/05/2018WRU04500384. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20955/18]
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15/05/2018WRU04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRU04700Mental Health Services Provision

15/05/2018WRU04800385. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if the situation of a child (details 
supplied) requiring mental health services with parental consent will be examined; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20962/18]

15/05/2018WRU04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

15/05/2018WRU05000Medical Card Eligibility

15/05/2018WRU05100386. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the full 
medical card income threshold in line with the guidelines of the medical card income for those 
over 70 years of age threshold in respect of applicants that have been diagnosed with cancer. 
[20981/18]

15/05/2018WRU05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medical card provision is primarily based 
on financial assessment.  Under the legislation having a particular illness does not establish eli-
gibility for a medical card and therefore the medical conditions of applicants are not monitored 
on that basis. 

The HSE’s Expert Group on Medical Need and Medical Card Eligibility examined the is-
sue of awarding medical cards on the basis of illness and concluded that it was not feasible, 
desirable, nor ethically justifiable to list medical conditions in priority order for a medical card.  
The Expert Group also concluded that a person’s means should remain the main qualifier for 
a medical card.  This remains the current situation and there are no plans to amend the current 
income thresholds for medical cards.

Notwithstanding this fact, I do recognise the importance of having a medical card applica-
tion system that is responsive and sensitive to people’s needs.  In this regard every effort is 
made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to support applicants in applying for 
a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the difficult circumstances in the case 
of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines.  This includes taking full account 
of all the circumstances of an applicant including medical evidence of the cost of their illness 
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and other related expenses.

With regard to persons suffering from cancer and other serious medical conditions the HSE 
also has a system in place for the provision of medical cards in response to emergency situa-
tions, i.e. in circumstances where persons with serious medical conditions are in need of urgent 
or on-going medical care that they cannot afford and also for persons in palliative care who are 
terminally ill.  These medical cards are issued within 24 hours of receipt of the required patient 
details and a letter which confirms the medical condition from a doctor or consultant.  With the 
exception of terminally ill patients, all medical cards, granted on an emergency basis, are fol-
lowed up with a full application within a number of weeks.   

I would also like to note that since 1 July 2015, the HSE adopted the position that all chil-
dren under 18 years of age with a diagnosis of cancer are awarded a medical card.  This card is 
valid for a period of 5 years.

15/05/2018WRV00200Prescriptions Data

15/05/2018WRV00300387. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of 
prescriptions written over the past five years for opiate painkillers (details supplied) in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20983/18]

15/05/2018WRV00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes.  Therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRV00500Drug Treatment Programmes

15/05/2018WRV00600388. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Health to outline the detoxification 
treatment provision for those who have become dependent on opiate painkillers (details sup-
plied); the detail of the inpatient detoxification treatment for complex cases; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20984/18]

15/05/2018WRV00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRV00800Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

15/05/2018WRV00900389. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if pulmonary hypertension will 
be included on the long-term illness card scheme (details supplied). [20989/18]

15/05/2018WRV01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Long Term Illness (LTI)Scheme was 
established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended).  The conditions covered 
by the LTI are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person 
under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes 
mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; 
and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide.  Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive 
drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their 
illness, free of charge.
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There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme.

15/05/2018WRV01100First-Aid Training

15/05/2018WRV01200390. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health to outline the guidelines and sup-
ports (details supplied) in place for voluntary cardiac first responders community groups that 
operate schemes under the guidance of the National Ambulance Service; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20999/18]

15/05/2018WRV01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

15/05/2018WRV01400Nursing Home Accommodation Provision

15/05/2018WRV01500391. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Health if there has been an audit or an 
assessment of the supply and demand for nursing home beds carried out in County Cork; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21007/18]

15/05/2018WRV01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

15/05/2018WRV01700Vaccine Damage Compensation Scheme

15/05/2018WRV01800392. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health when the vaccine compensation 
scheme, as included in a Programme for a Partnership Government, will be implemented; the 
reason for the delay in its delivery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21008/18]

15/05/2018WRV01900393. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health to outline the reason the interim re-
port of the medical expert group set up in 1977 to examine persons that it was claimed had been 
permanently damaged by the whooping cough vaccination was never published; if the report 
will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21009/18]

15/05/2018WRV02000394. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health to outline the consideration he has 
given to the request from a group (details supplied) to have an inquiry into the vaccine reac-
tions, subsequent injury and early death of some children that received the DPT vaccine; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21010/18]

15/05/2018WRV02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 392 to 394, 
inclusive, together.

The Programme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to “put in place a 
scheme, on a no-fault basis, that will respond to the needs of people with disability arising from 
vaccination.”  The policy objectives in putting in place a scheme to meet the needs of people 
with disability arising from vaccination are to provide fair and just compensation for those who 
may have been injured by a vaccine, to reduce the costs to the State by providing an alternative 
to litigation and to maintaining public confidence in immunisation.  This matter is under con-
sideration by the Department with a view to developing a proposal regarding a vaccine damage 
scheme based on evidence concerning, vaccine damage schemes, legal advices and consultation 
with other Government bodies.
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15/05/2018WRV02400Medical Card Administration

15/05/2018WRV02500395. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will recommend to the 
HSE that a dedicated unit be set up within the medical card division to deal specifically with 
applicants diagnosed with cancer with a view to expediting their applications; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21011/18]

15/05/2018WRV02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government recently announced a com-
prehensive package of healthcare supports for to the 209 women diagnosed with cervical cancer 
since 2008 and for whom cytology review recommendations following clinical audit differed 
from the original test, and their families, including those of the 17 women within the group and 
who are known to have died.

These supports will also be provided to women who may be identified by the International 
Clinical Expert Review Panel as having been diagnosed with cervical cancer since 2008 and for 
whom cytology review recommendations following clinical audit also differ from the original 
test.

I have requested the HSE to immediately establish a central function which will be tasked 
with leading the delivery of this suite of supports, which includes the provision of discretionary 
medical cards.  The centralised function will also serve as a contact point to facilitate women 
and their families to avail of the supports to be provided.  This will be combined with dedicated 
local supports and arrangements to enable women and their families to discuss their needs and 
be facilitated in accessing services locally without delay and with the minimum of administra-
tive process.

Separately, it is important to note that the HSE’s National Medical Card Unit has imple-
mented a number of new measures to ensure that the assessment of all medical card applica-
tions are processed in a more compassionate and efficient manner.  These measures include the 
development of a burden of illness questionnaire which is now being rolled out in selective 
circumstances where the assessing doctor in the National Medical Card Unit requires a more 
comprehensive assessment of an applicant’s medical and social circumstances and any result-
ing undue financial hardship.

In addition, in January this year, the new streamlined online medical card application sys-
tem was launched.  This enables applicants to find out immediately if they are eligible for a 
medical card and will bring considerable benefits for people in turnaround times, convenience 
and security.

Implementation of these measures will aid the National Medical Card Unit in providing an 
enhanced service to applicants, ensuring that the application process is as efficient and timely 
as possible.

15/05/2018WRV02700Disability Services Provision

15/05/2018WRV02800396. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the threat of closure facing a facility (details supplied) for adults with disabilities in County 
Donegal owing to its financial situation and lack of available funds; if an additional subvention 
will be made available to the facility in view of the risk this situation now poses to the continu-
ation of service provision locally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21033/18]

15/05/2018WRV02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
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ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRV03000Psychological Assessments

15/05/2018WRV03100397. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a psychological appointment. [21034/18]

15/05/2018WRV03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRV03300Speech and Language Therapy Provision

15/05/2018WRV03400398. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for speech therapy. [21037/18]

15/05/2018WRV03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRV03600Child and Adult Mental Health Services Data

15/05/2018WRV03700399. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of 
cancellations for CAMHS appointments at the HSE James Joyce Centre, James Joyce Street, 
Dublin 1 in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and the annual number of ap-
pointments scheduled for the same period. [21038/18]

15/05/2018WRV03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
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matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

15/05/2018WRV03900Respite Care Grant Eligibility

15/05/2018WRV04000400. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if he will change the in loco 
parentis rule for respite care (details supplied) in order that care givers can have effective re-
spite; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21041/18]

15/05/2018WRV04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

15/05/2018WRV04200HSE Reports

15/05/2018WRV04300401. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will publish the report into 
the death of a person (details supplied) which was conducted by the Midlands Health Board; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21043/18]

15/05/2018WRV04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department has searched for records in 
relation to the report mentioned by the Deputy.  However no such report has been found.

I have asked the Health Service Executive to search for records in relation to the report 
mentioned and respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

15/05/2018WRV04500Health Services Provision

15/05/2018WRV04600402. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health to outline the steps being 
taken to ensure that appropriate long-term care is put in place for a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork. [21047/18]

15/05/2018WRV04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

15/05/2018WRV04800Dental Services Provision

15/05/2018WRV04900403. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of dentists, 
dental nurses and surgeries in counties Longford and Westmeath offering children’s dental ser-
vices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21092/18]

15/05/2018WRV05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRV05100Dental Services Provision

15/05/2018WRV05200404. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health to outline his plans to introduce a 
new oral decay prevention strategy similar to the SOAP programme in the UK in view of the 
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increasing number of children presenting with oral decay and the long-term money saving ben-
efits that would ensue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21093/18]

15/05/2018WRV05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Oral Health Policy, which is 
currently being finalised by my Department will inform the future provision of dental services.  
The aim of the policy, which is being led by the Chief Dental Officer, is to develop a model 
of care that will enable preventative approaches to be prioritised, improve access, and support 
interventions appropriate to the current needs of children and adults.  In developing the policy 
cognisance has been taken of international evidence and best practice.

15/05/2018WRW00200Health Services Provision

15/05/2018WRW00300405. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if the provision of a service 
(details supplied) will be considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21094/18]

15/05/2018WRW00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

15/05/2018WRW00500Medical Negligence Cases

15/05/2018WRW00600406. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the part of the health budget from 
which the funding to pay awards of the court for medical negligence cases and other cases 
brought against the HSE is issued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21147/18]

15/05/2018WRW00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The management of clinical negligence cas-
es taken against the State is delegated to the State Claims Agency which has a statutory mandate 
to investigate and manage these cases to completion.

Payments are made under Subhead J.5 of the Department of Health Vote 38, details of 
which are available on Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s website www.per.gov.
ie/en,rev/.  The 2018 budget is €274m.

15/05/2018WRW00800Nursing Staff Data

15/05/2018WRW00900407. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of specialist 
inflammatory bowel disease nurses employed; the number employed on the same date in 2017; 
and the estimated full year cost of increasing the number to 28 in line with international best 
practice. [21148/18]

15/05/2018WRW01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRW01100HSE Funding

15/05/2018WRW01200408. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding provided 
by the HSE to a centre (details supplied) in each year since 2013, in tabular form; if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the high turnover in staff at the centre; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21149/18]
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15/05/2018WRW01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

15/05/2018WRW01400Hospital Appointments Status

15/05/2018WRW01500409. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health when an appointment for a per-
son (details supplied) for a medical procedure will take place. [21162/18]

15/05/2018WRW01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRW01700HSE Funding

15/05/2018WRW01800410. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when additional resources will 
be provided for a service (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21163/18]

15/05/2018WRW01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

15/05/2018WRW02000Hospital Staff Recruitment

15/05/2018WRW02100411. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason key staff in the oph-
thalmology department in the Regional Hospital Mullingar are not being replaced (details sup-
plied). [21166/18]

15/05/2018WRW02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

15/05/2018WRW02300Medicinal Products Reimbursement

15/05/2018WRW02400412. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if an appeal by a person (details 
supplied) will be granted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21273/18]

15/05/2018WRW02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medicines play a vital role in improving the 
health of Irish patients.  Securing access to existing and new and innovative medicines is a key 
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health service objective.  However, the challenge is to do this in a safe and sustainable man-
ner.  Treatment must be appropriate and proportionate and clinical decision-making, such as 
prescribing, should be based on both patient needs and sound medical evidence.

Lidocaine 5% medicated plasters are licensed for localised relief of post-shingles pain in 
adults.  This is the patch’s only licensed use in Ireland.  It has been reimbursed in the commu-
nity drugs schemes since 2010.

Clinical concern arose when, from 2012 on, usage increased significantly, to the point where 
more plasters were being used in Ireland than in the entire UK National Health Service.  In such 
situations, it is important and appropriate for clinicians to review usage and, in 2016, the HSE 
Medicines Management Programme (MMP) reviewed the use of the plasters.  The review esti-
mated that only 5-10% of prescribing was for the licensed indication.

From September 2017, following the clinical review, the HSE introduced a new reimburse-
ment approval system for the patches, to support appropriate use and patient care.  Under these 
arrangements, the patient’s GP or consultant applies to the MMP for reimbursement approval 
on behalf of the patient.  If an application is refused, the clinician may submit an appeal, making 
a clear clinical case for the patient, to the MMP.  Information for patients and practitioners is on 
the HSE MMP website at www.hse.ie/yourmedicines. 

The decision to introduce a new reimbursement approval process is a matter for the HSE 
and you will appreciate that, as Minister for Health, I cannot intervene in individual cases.  
However, I fully support the objectives of the HSE Medicines Management Programme.

15/05/2018WRW02600Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRW02700413. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the number of staff in his 
Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South issues; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21266/18]

15/05/2018WRW02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A Principal Officer heads up the Interna-
tional and Research Policy Unit in my Department and is supported by an Assistant Principal 
Officer, a Higher Executive Officer and Executive Officer.  These officers have co-ordination of 
north south issues included in their area of responsibilities.  In addition, individual Units within 
my Department work on specific north south issues as required. 

15/05/2018WRW02900HSE Funding

15/05/2018WRW03000414. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health if he will request funding from 
the HSE towards the establishment of stroke survivor groups in south County Tipperary and the 
engagement of co-ordinators to facilitate this process (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21276/18]

15/05/2018WRW03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris):  As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRW03200Hospital Appointments Administration

15/05/2018WRW03300415. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment for a per-
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son (details supplied) at South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital, Cork will be expedited; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21277/18]

15/05/2018WRW03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRW03500Hospital Equipment

15/05/2018WRW03600416. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the date by which an MRI 
scanner will be provided for Mullingar Regional Hospital; and the reason for the long delay in 
equipping the hospital with the scanner. [21293/18]

15/05/2018WRW03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of health care infrastructure projects, my Department has asked the Ex-
ecutive to reply directly to you with regard to the provision of an MRI scanner at Mullingar 
Hospital.

15/05/2018WRW03800Health Services Staff Data

15/05/2018WRW03900417. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of staff employed at 
a centre (details supplied) in County Mayo; the capacity in which they are employed; the terms 
of contact of each in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21296/18]

15/05/2018WRW04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

15/05/2018WRW04100Health Services Staff Data

15/05/2018WRW04200418. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of psychologists 
employed at a centre (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21297/18]

15/05/2018WRW04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 
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15/05/2018WRW04400Health Services Staff Recruitment

15/05/2018WRW04500419. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the staff vacancies at a centre 
(details supplied) in County Mayo; the type of vacancies available; the length of time the posts 
have been vacant; when he expects them to be filled; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21298/18]

15/05/2018WRW04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

15/05/2018WRW04700Health Services Data

15/05/2018WRW04800420. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
attended a centre (details supplied) in County Mayo in each of the years from 2015 to 2017, 
inclusive, and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21299/18]

15/05/2018WRW04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

15/05/2018WRW05000Hospital Appointments Status

15/05/2018WRW05100421. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21302/18]

15/05/2018WRW05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRW05300Services for People with Disabilities

15/05/2018WRW05400422. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 302 of 23 January 2018, if funding is available for a project (details supplied) in 
2018; and, if so, the timeframe for same. [21303/18]

15/05/2018WRW05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
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sible for the delivery of health care infrastructure projects, my Department has asked the Execu-
tive to reply directly to the Deputy with regard to the proposed capital works at An Tuath Nua 
training centre at COPE, Montenotte, Cork.

15/05/2018WRX00200Hospital Staff Recruitment

15/05/2018WRX00300423. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health if a dedicated stroke specialist 
nurse at South Tipperary General Hospital will be appointed; the efforts that have been made to 
recruit for the post which has been vacant since January 2017; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21304/18]

15/05/2018WRX00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.

15/05/2018WRX00500Hospital Services

15/05/2018WRX00600424. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if plans exist to put a high de-
pendency unit into Mayo University Hospital; if consideration has been given to this matter in 
view of the clear demand for this in the county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21315/18]

15/05/2018WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRX00800Services for People with Disabilities

15/05/2018WRX00900425. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that parents of children with a suspected diagnosis of autism are being told that their 
child will not get seen by the early interventions team for over a year after initial diagnosis and 
concerns from a developmental paediatrician; the reason for the lengthy delays in view of the 
urgency of early interventions for these children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21327/18]

15/05/2018WRX01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRX01100Hospital Appointments Administration

15/05/2018WRX01200426. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed and an appointment scheduled; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [21330/18]

15/05/2018WRX01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRX01400Dental Services Provision

15/05/2018WRX01500427. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health if the dental clinic in Duleek, 
County Meath will remain open in the coming year. [21333/18]

15/05/2018WRX01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRX01700Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

15/05/2018WRX01800428. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if an application for a hear-
ing aid by a person (details supplied) has been processed by the HSE. [21336/18]

15/05/2018WRX01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRX02000HSE Correspondence

15/05/2018WRX02100429. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if a reply will issue to a person 
(details supplied). [21337/18]

15/05/2018WRX02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to issue a detailed 
reply to the individual in question.

15/05/2018WRX02300HSE Correspondence

15/05/2018WRX02400430. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) has been advised of a date for a hearing test by the HSE. [21338/18]

15/05/2018WRX02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRX02600Legal Proceedings

15/05/2018WRX02700431. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to include 
persons who have been diagnosed with narcolepsy disorder as a result of the swine flu vaccine 
in the cases that the State Claims Agency will shortly present to Dáil Éireann; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21339/18]

15/05/2018WRX02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As of 9 May 2018, legal proceedings against 
the Minister, the Health Services Executive and GlaxoSmithKline Biological SA have been 
initiated by seventy individuals.  The plaintiffs allege personal injury in which they claim the 
development of narcolepsy resulted from the administration of the H1N1 pandemic vaccine.  
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The management of the cases transferred to the State Claims Agency (SCA) on 15 October 
2013 when the Taoiseach signed the National Treasury Management Agency (Delegation of 
Claims Management Functions) (Amendment) Order 2013.

I have been informed by the Agency that the cases are before the courts in relation to the 
management of discovery in the lead case.  It would not be appropriate for a Minister to interfere 
in the courts case management of these claims which are delegated to the SCA for management.

With regard to the broader issue, I am continuing to engage with the Minister for Justice 
and the Minister for Finance on what further improvements can be made to the legal framework 
governing the management of medical negligence cases.

15/05/2018WRX02900Home Help Service Provision

15/05/2018WRX03000432. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive a home help assistant; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21342/18]

15/05/2018WRX03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

15/05/2018WRX03200Services for People with Disabilities

15/05/2018WRX03300433. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of the development of a 
new assessment of needs process; and the work carried out with stakeholders such as a society 
(details supplied) that have expressed concerns on this matter. [21346/18]

15/05/2018WRX03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRX03500Nursing Home Services

15/05/2018WRX03600434. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health his long-term plans for the 
Rosalie Centre, Castlerea, County Roscommon; if the centre will remain open and be restored 
to its full capacity of 33 residents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21362/18]

15/05/2018WRX03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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15/05/2018WRX03800Nursing Home Services

15/05/2018WRX03900435. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans for the 12 persons 
residing in the Rosalie Centre, Castlerea, County Roscommon; his views on information circu-
lating that they may be moved to another centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21363/18]

15/05/2018WRX04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

15/05/2018WRX04100Nursing Home Services

15/05/2018WRX04200436. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) failed to attend a meeting with the Minister of State with special responsibility for 
mental health and older people to discuss the future of the Rosalie Centre, Castlerea, County 
Roscommon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21364/18]

15/05/2018WRX04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

15/05/2018WRX04400Hospital Waiting Lists

15/05/2018WRX04500437. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health his plans to reduce the waiting 
times for CT scans for oncology patients as in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21366/18]

15/05/2018WRX04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised by the HSE and the NTPF that 
waiting times for diagnostics such as CT scans are not held centrally by either body.

I have requested a report from the HSE on waiting times for CT scans for oncology patients 
and I will provide the Deputy with details of the report as soon as it is available. 

With regard to the individual patient query, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy 
directly.

15/05/2018WRX04700Hospital Waiting Lists

15/05/2018WRX04800438. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the reason the number of persons 
waiting for ophthalmology treatment in March 2018 in certain age brackets (details supplied) in 
the CHO4 area are solely from County Kerry; the reason the number of persons over 65 years 
of age who are waiting more than 52 weeks in the county is greater in comparison to County 
Cork areas; the steps being taken to address this disparity for persons in the county; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21368/18]

15/05/2018WRX04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
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15/05/2018WRX05000Dental Services Provision

15/05/2018WRX05100439. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the detail of the system for the 
provision of dental care in primary schools; the body which parents should contact regarding 
concerns of a lack of treatment (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21369/18]

15/05/2018WRX05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRX05300National Cervical Screening Programme

15/05/2018WRX05400440. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the concerns of a person (de-
tails supplied) will be reviewed and addressed; if an alternative screening provision for repeat 
testing will be offered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21371/18]

15/05/2018WRX05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): While I appreciate the need to reassure 
women in relation to CervicalCheck, the clinical advice from the HSE and my Department is 
clear that there is no evidence that the clinical and technical aspects of the programme have 
performed outside or below the quality guidelines set for it, or below international standards.

All laboratories contracted by CervicalCheck meet the programme’s standards and have 
ISO accreditation, certified by the relevant national authorities.  The cervical screening pro-
gramme has reduced the risk of women developing cervical cancer and there was a significant 
downward trend in the incidence of invasive cervical cancer between 2010 and 2015.  Also, cer-
vical cancers are being diagnosed at an earlier stage and five-year survival rates have improved.

Meanwhile, I have arranged that any woman who has had a CervicalCheck smear test, and 
who following consultation with her GP determines that she wishes to have a further test, may 
do so without charge.

15/05/2018WRY00200Medicinal Products Availability

15/05/2018WRY00300441. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an ap-
plication mechanism for a person (details supplied) who suffers from severe epilepsy and is 
seeking access to medicinal cannabis oil to treat the illness; the position regarding a mechanism 
being made available by which the person can apply for medicinal cannabis oil on the medical 
card or long-term illness scheme following correspondence to his office detailing the situation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21372/18]

15/05/2018WRY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Cannabis products which contain tetrahy-
drocannabinol (THC), which is psychoactive, are controlled under the Misuse of Drugs legisla-
tion.  Under this legislation medical practitioners who wish to prescribe cannabis for medical 
use may apply to me, as Minister for Health, for a licence to do so.  The Chief Medical Officer 
has advised that the granting of such a licence must be premised on an appropriate application 
being submitted to my Department, which is endorsed by a consultant who is responsible for 
the management of the patient and who is prepared to monitor the effects of the treatment over 
time.

A cannabis for medical use licence application submitted to the Minister for Health, in line 
with the Misuse of Drugs Acts, must include:
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 - An outline of the treatment the patient has received to date and justification from the doc-
tor as to why it is appropriate in their patient’s specific circumstances to prescribe a Schedule 
1 drug.

 - Details of the cannabis-based product which it is proposed to prescribe and administer to 
the patient.

 - The source of the cannabis-based product.

 - The arrangements for the ongoing monitoring and care of the patient once the cannabis-
based treatment has commenced. 

The application must be submitted either by the patient’s medical consultant, or by their 
General Practitioner (GP).  Applications from the patients’ GP must include written endorse-
ment for the proposed cannabis treatment for the individual patients by the patients’ consultant.

To date, licences have been issued for treatment of six separate individual patients.

The decision to prescribe or not prescribe any treatment, including cannabis treatment, for 
an individual patient is strictly a decision for the treating clinician, in consultation with their 
patient.  The Minister for Health has no role in this clinical decision-making process.

Consultants requiring further information or clarification in relation to the licence applica-
tion process are advised to contact the Department of Health directly.  Valid applications re-
ceived are assessed without delay.

A patient who is eligible under the Long Term Illness Scheme has automatic access to all 
of the products on the core list of products for that condition.  This list is published on the HSE 
website.  Medical cannabis is not listed as one of the approved products currently.  Where a 
patient seeks reimbursement of a product outside the core list, there is an individual reimburse-
ment application process. 

The patient’s treating clinician should complete the individual reimbursement request ap-
plication form and return it to the HSE Primary Care Reimbursement Service (PCRS).  Where 
such an application is approved, the HSE will then determine how the patient may be assisted, 
where they hold a Ministerial License.

15/05/2018WRY00500Services for People with Disabilities

15/05/2018WRY00600442. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the appointment of 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21394/18]

15/05/2018WRY00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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15/05/2018WRY00800Services for People with Disabilities

15/05/2018WRY00900443. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health when an assessment of needs for 
a child (details supplied) will take place. [21395/18]

15/05/2018WRY01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRY01100Health Services Provision

15/05/2018WRY01200444. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the HSE has not committed to establishing a community intervention team in 
County Donegal in its community healthcare operational plan 2018; the reason this is the case; 
and when the county will have such a team. [21399/18]

15/05/2018WRY01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

15/05/2018WRY01400Hospital Appointments Delays

15/05/2018WRY01500445. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons due to 
receive IV treatment within 15 days in University Hospital Waterford that had their treatment 
delayed by more than 15 days by values (details supplied) in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21409/18]

15/05/2018WRY01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Cancer Control Programme 
target is that 90% of Systemic Anti-Cancer Therapy treatment patients will receive their treat-
ment within 15 working days. 

Data for University Hospital Waterford is set out below. 

Total Within 
15 
days

15 +1 15 +2 15+3 15+4 15+5 15+
 >5

Un-
known

2016 357 310 2 1 3 2 5 14 20
2017 348 235 14 10 11 9 9 39 21
2018 82 57 2 2 4 3 5 9 0
Total 787 602 18 13 18 14 19 62 41

15/05/2018WRY01700Hospital Appointments Status
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15/05/2018WRY01800446. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a knee replacement 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21425/18]

15/05/2018WRY01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

15/05/2018WRY02000Agriculture Scheme Payments

15/05/2018WRY02100447. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
payment for a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20798/18]

15/05/2018WRY02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
would be aware from previous recent PQs a review by the Director of Agriculture Appeals 
Office of the decision of the Appeals Officer has been requested in this case in accordance 
with the provisions of the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001.  The Agriculture Appeals Office has 
indicated that requests for reviews are generally dealt with in order of receipt and that both the 
Department and the person named will be advised of the outcome when the review has been 
completed.

15/05/2018WRY02300Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRY02400448. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the value 
of contracts for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20845/18]

15/05/2018WRY02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The value 
of contracts awarded by my Department for goods or services from the associated companies/
subsidiaries of the companies named since 2010 is €4,689,990 (details attached). 

Company Value of Contract
HP Ireland Ltd. €4,152,569.57
HP Enterprise Ireland Ltd. €537,420.56
DXC Technology NIL

15/05/2018WRY02600Fishing Industry

15/05/2018WRY02700449. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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his plans to provide compensation to mussel fishermen (details supplied) who suffered a loss 
of stock and equipment due to storms in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20873/18]

15/05/2018WRY02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am assuming 
that the Deputy is referring to rope mussel farmers in Killary Harbour.

My Department’s €240 million European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Operational Pro-
gramme is the vehicle for financial supports to the seafood sector up to 2021.  The Programme 
delivers a wide range of supports for aquaculture, fisheries and seafood processing through a 
suite of 17 schemes.  I have made very considerable funds available to the seafood sector in 
2018 through a range of EMFF schemes.  In doing so, I secured a very significant commitment 
from the Exchequer to the EMFF Programme.  However, this means that there are no other 
sources of funds available to me, other than the EMFF, to assist the sector with any support 
requirements.

The EMFF Regulation (508/2014) restricts supports to aquaculture operators to cover eco-
nomic losses due to severe storms to a contribution to aquaculture stock insurance under article 
57.  Under this article insurance supports can be made available to aquaculture producers to 
safeguard their income and cover economic losses due to natural disasters and climatic events.  
During the course of preparation of Ireland’s EMFF Programme in 2014/15, a lengthy public 
and stakeholder consultation process was undertaken.  The stock insurance provision was not 
included among the priorities selected for funding under the Programme.  The priorities identi-
fied and included in the programme were capital investment in aquaculture sites and innovation, 
research and advice to develop technology, improve disease management and enhance animal 
husbandry.

15/05/2018WRY02900Fishing Licences

15/05/2018WRY03000450. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of boats registered to fishermen whose address is on an offshore island not connected to 
the mainland by a causeway or bridge by integrals of five metres in length; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20875/18]

15/05/2018WRY03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Licens-
ing Authority for Sea Fishing Boats is the Registrar General of Fishing Boats, or, under the 
superintendence of the Registrar General and the Deputy Registrar General of Fishing Boats.  
The Registrar General and the Deputy Registrar General are appointed by the relevant Minister 
under the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 (No. 8 of 2006).

All fishing boats within the meaning of the Merchant Shipping (Registry, Lettering and 
Numbering of Fishing Boats) Regulations, 2005 are required to be entered on the Register of 
Fishing Boats maintained by the Registrar General in accordance with those Regulations.  Only 
fishing boats licensed in accordance with the Fisheries Amendment Act 2003 (as inserted by 
Section 97 of the Sea-Fisheries Jurisdiction Act 2006) may be entered on the Register.

An Irish Fleet Register report detailing all currently registered vessels on the Irish Fishing 
Boat Register is available on the Department’s website and updated reports are posted on the 
Departments Website on a regular basis.

The following table details the number of boats on the Irish Fleet Register (as at April 2018) 
registered to an address on an offshore island not connected to the mainland and categorised 
according to overall length as requested:
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Overall Length(in 
metres)

Polyvalent General 
(No. of vessels)

Polyvalent 
Potting(No. of ves-
sels)

Total

<5 8 2 10
≥ 5  < 10 48 33 81
≥10< 15 16 2 18
≥ 15 < 20 2 0 2
≥ 20 < 25 3 0 3
≥ 25 < 30 2 0 2
Total no. of vessels 79 37 116
Of which have an overall length (in metres) <12

Overall Length(in metres) Polyvalent General (No. of 
vessels)

Polyvalent 
Potting(No. of ves-
sels)

Total

<12 70 37 107
*The following Islands are connected to the mainland and are therefore excluded from 

the tables: Achill, Dinish, Inch, Iniscuttle, Inishnee, Lettermore, Lettermullen, Mynish, Omey, 
Ross and Valentia.

15/05/2018WRY03200Aquaculture Licence Applications

15/05/2018WRY03300451. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the full environmental impact assessment will be carried out on a bay; when a person (details 
supplied) will receive a decision on an application for an aquaculture licence; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20881/18]

15/05/2018WRY03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has received a number of applications for Aquaculture Licences from the applicant re-
ferred to by the Deputy in respect of sites located within Ballyness Bay which is designated as 
a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under the EU Habitats Directive (Natura 2000 site).  

All aquaculture activities in Natura site areas require an Appropriate Assessment to be car-
ried out before any aquaculture licensing determinations can be made.  My Department is work-
ing with the Marine Institute and the National Parks and Wildlife Service to achieve full com-
pliance with the EU Birds and Habitats Directives through a multi-annual work programme.  
This data collection programme, which is substantially complete, together with the setting of 
Conservation Objectives, will enable all new and renewal aquaculture applications to be as-
sessed. 

Conservation Objectives have been set for Ballyness SAC.  The next step in the process is 
the carrying out of an Appropriate Assessment by the Marine Institute.  This is being progressed 
taking account of the need to facilitate the use of scientific and other resources on a flexible 
basis across the full range of bays.  While the Appropriate Assessments are carried out on a bay 
by bay basis, each licence application within the bay must be assessed individually.  

Addressing the issue of aquaculture licensing in Natura 2000 areas is a key priority for 
my Department and the Deputy can be assured that every effort is being made to expedite the 
completion of the process in Ballyness Bay having regard to all the complexities involved.
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15/05/2018WRY03500Agriculture Scheme Appeals

15/05/2018WRY03600452. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 547 of 27 February 2018, when a review decision 
will be made in respect of a person (details supplied) who subsequently won their appeal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20919/18]

15/05/2018WRY03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The case con-
cerned is currently being examined and I am advised by the independent Agriculture Appeals 
Office that the outcome of the review will be issued shortly. 

15/05/2018WRY03800Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

15/05/2018WRY03900453. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
payment for ANC will issue to a person (details provided); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20968/18]

15/05/2018WRY04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the 2017 Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme was received from the person 
named on 18 April 2017. 

Under 2017 ANC Scheme, all eligible applicants are required to have met a minimum 
stocking density of 0.15 livestock units per hectare for a retention period of seven consecutive 
months.  Stocking density can be satisfied by cattle, sheep, goats, deer and equines. 

Payment has not issued in this case as the holding concerned failed to satisfy the scheme’s 
minimum stocking density requirements.  An official from my Department has been in contact 
with the person named in relation to this position and has advised him of his right to appeal this 
decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

15/05/2018WRY04100Marine Safety

15/05/2018WRY04200454. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of applications approved under the marine tourism safety scheme operated by Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara in each of the years 2011 to 2017 by county. [20974/18]

15/05/2018WRY04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Deputy’s 
question is an operational matter for Bord Iascaigh Mhara.  I have forwarded the question to 
BIM and asked that a response be provided within 10 days.

15/05/2018WRY04400Dairy Sector

15/05/2018WRY04500455. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sta-
tus of the work of the multi-stakeholder industry group established in November 2017 with a 
view to addressing the labour shortage in the dairy sector. [20975/18]

15/05/2018WRY04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In relation to 
labour shortages in the dairy sector, last November I established a multi stakeholder group with 
a view to ensuring that Irish dairying has access to the human capital it requires to realise its 
ambitions.  I expect that this Group will finalise an action plan in the coming weeks which will 
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address the short and medium term labour issues facing the dairy sector.  This action plan will 
make an important contribution to alleviating the labour shortage issue that exists and will be 
submitted to the Food Wise High Level Implementation Committee for information.

In addition to the work of this group, a range of other measures are being pursued by the 
dairy sector to try to attract and retain labour, including exchanges with New Zealand, enhanced 
efforts to recruit from within the European economic area, as well as efforts at regional level to 
engage with, and attract people on the live register, homemakers and drystock farmers to avail 
of opportunities on dairy farms.

It should be noted that a shortage of labour has been building up in certain sub-sectors of 
the Irish agri-food sector in recent times.  In addition to the dairy sector, labour pressures also 
exist in the horticultural and meat processing sectors.  While the reasons for the shortages are 
varied, they include the significant value added growth expansion of the sector in recent years; 
the growth in the economy as a whole which has meant we are now approaching full employ-
ment; and also economic and associated employment growth in other EU countries which have 
traditionally supplied workers for the Irish agri-food sector.

I am aware of the impact that these labour shortages are having, and I am committed to con-
tinue helping the sectors involved find appropriate solutions.  In this context, I underlined the 
importance of a new pilot quota of employment permits for the horticulture, meat processing 
and dairy sectors, announced this week by my colleague the Minister for Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation.  This is a measured response to issues raised by the sector as the labour market 
tightens.

15/05/2018WRY04700Coastal Erosion

15/05/2018WRY04800456. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department or its agencies has carried out or is conducting an analysis of significant shoreline 
changes such as sand removal from major beaches and seaside resorts due to severe winters and 
storms. [20976/18]

15/05/2018WRY04900457. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the na-
tional or EU funding programmes available to local authorities for beach nourishment projects 
and similar works to address significant shoreline erosion affecting seaside resorts. [20977/18]

15/05/2018WRY05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 456 and 457 together.

My Department is responsible for the management, control and operation of the six Fishery 
Harbour Centres located at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros 
an Mhíl under statute.  In addition, my Department also has responsibility for the upkeep and 
maintenance of North Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the maintenance of a small number of 
piers, lights and beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance with the 1902 ex-congested Dis-
tricts Board piers, lights and Beacons Act. 

The management and maintenance of beaches is a matter for the relevant Local Authority 
and their ultimate parent Department, the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment. Responsibility for coastal erosion and changes to the coastline from weather events 
comes under the remit of the Office of Public Works (OPW).  

My Department does provide limited funding to assist coastal Local Authorities in carrying 
out small scale projects for the development and repair of Local Authority owned piers, har-
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bours and slipways under the annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development 
Programme.  The matters raised by the Deputy do not come under the Terms of Reference of 
this programme.

15/05/2018WRY05200Sheep Welfare Scheme

15/05/2018WRY05300458. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of farm payments for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [20998/18]

15/05/2018WRY05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Sheep 
Welfare Scheme was introduced in December 2016; 2017 was the first year of the scheme.  
Advance and balancing payments issued in November 2017 and April 2018 respectively.  My 
Department has no record of having received an application under the 2017 Sheep Welfare 
Scheme in respect of the herd number listed for the person named, and thus the person named 
was not due a payment under Year 1 of the Scheme.

However, an application was received from the person named on 26 January 2018 in respect 
of the 2018 Sheep Welfare Scheme.  Such applications in respect of the second year of the 
Scheme are currently being processed.

With regard to the Beef Data and Genomics Programme, an application to participate in the 
BDGP was not received from the person named.  However the person named has recently ap-
plied to take over participation in the Programme from the original applicant.  This request is 
currently being processed and payment will issue when the change has been finalised, subject 
to compliance with the requirements of the BDGP.

15/05/2018WRZ00200Transfer of Entitlements

15/05/2018WRZ00300459. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter regarding the transfer of farm entitlements in relation to a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21006/18]

15/05/2018WRZ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am unable to 
comment on this ongoing legal issue that is before the Courts.  Following the resolution of the 
legal issues my Department will ensure that it assists, to the extent that it is appropriate, in the 
administration of the estate.

15/05/2018WRZ00500Knowledge Transfer Programme

15/05/2018WRZ00600460. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to problems with issued knowledge transfer payments particularly for 
partnership farms; the steps he will take to rectify the situation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21042/18]

15/05/2018WRZ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Knowledge 
Transfer (KT) is one of a suite of measures included under the Rural Development Programme 
2014-2020 and involves the formation of knowledge transfer groups across the beef, dairy, 
equine, sheep, tillage and poultry sectors. 
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Participants attend group meetings and produce a Farm Improvement Plan in consultation 
with their KT Facilitator.  For each year of the three year programme participants receive a 
payment of €750 for a primary sector and €375 for a secondary sector where all requirements 
of the programme have been met.  Payments under the programme commenced in late October 
2017.  To date approximately €11 million has issued to over 15,300 farmers.  Further pay runs 
are ongoing.

Officials in my Department are currently examining partnership cases involved in the 
Knowledge Transfer programme to ensure that all requirements of the programme have been 
completed in full and that the scheme requirements are fully verified for individual farmers 
within partnerships. 

Every effort is being made to complete this process with a view to paying affected farmers 
as soon as possible.

15/05/2018WRZ00800Fodder Crisis

15/05/2018WRZ00900461. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has had discussions with the banks in relation to the need to introduce low-cost loans to assist 
farmers facing particular difficulties and additional costs due to the fodder crisis; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21066/18]

15/05/2018WRZ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am con-
scious that the prolonged winter will have put some individual farmers under pressure in terms 
of cash flow.  In recognition of this, I met with the CEOs of the main banks and discussed the 
current cash flow and liquidity position of the primary sector.  I emphasised to them that they 
should recognise the temporary and exceptional nature of the current situation and that they 
should be flexible and put in place measures to support their customers.  They indicated to me 
that there are no signs that there is a liquidity issue across the sector as a whole, while acknowl-
edging that there may be pressures in individual cases.  They assured me that they will provide 
supports such as extended overdraft facilities and term loans to their customers and asked that 
those in difficulty should contact them as soon as possible.

One of my priorities is to improve access to finance for the agri-food sector.  Food Wise 
2025 identifies competiveness as a key theme and includes a recommendation that stakeholders 
work to “improve access to finance for agriculture, forestry and seafood producers and agri-
food companies”.

Last year I introduced the Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme, developed in coop-
eration with the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI). It provided low-cost, flexible 
working capital finance to farmers to address the impact of the change in the sterling exchange 
rate following the Brexit vote and lower commodity prices in some agriculture sectors in 
2016/17.  I was pleased at the very positive reaction by farmers to the Scheme, which was fully 
subscribed.  The provisional drawdown totals are that there were 4,246 applications totalling 
€144,903,656, with an average loan size of €34,127 and an average loan period of 41 months.

I launched a new “Brexit Loan Scheme” on the 28th March in cooperation with the Min-
ister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation and the Minister for Finance, which will provide 
up to €300 million of affordable, flexible working capital finance to Irish businesses that are 
either currently impacted by Brexit or who will be in the future.  The Scheme will be available 
to SMEs and mid-cap businesses.  Given their unique exposure to the UK market, my Depart-
ment’s funding ensures that at least 40% of the fund will be available to food businesses.
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I announced in Budget 2018 that my Department is considering the development of poten-
tial Brexit response loan schemes for farmers, fishermen and for longer-term capital financing 
for food businesses.  These schemes are developed and delivered in cooperation with the SBCI 
and take time to develop and operationalise. Consideration and discussions are ongoing in this 
regard and I will announce further details as they become available.

15/05/2018WRZ01100Basic Payment Scheme Appeals

15/05/2018WRZ01200462. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on appeals lodged by farmers on Killery mountain with respect to land 
eligibility and burnt land for the purpose of BPS payments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21079/18]

15/05/2018WRZ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has been in contact with 33 farmers in relation to ineligible land due to burning on Killery 
mountain.  29 of these farmers have lodged an appeal with my Department on this issue.

In general terms, where the area determined to have been burned exceeds 3% of the eli-
gible area declared, an administrative penalty of 1.5 times the area burned is applied.  Where 
the applicant provides appropriate evidence that he/she was not involved in the burning of the 
effected lands, the administrative penalty may be waived.  However, the burnt land remains 
ineligible for payment.  

24 of the appeals have now been decided, and my Department has communicated these 
decisions directly to the farmers concerned and advised them of their right of appeal to the Ag-
riculture Appeals Office.  A further 5  cases remain under review.

15/05/2018WRZ01400Nitrates Usage

15/05/2018WRZ01500463. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
contingency plans to address future shortages of phosphorus in view of Ireland’s dependence 
on mined and imported phosphorus to meet commercial fertiliser requirements have been ex-
amined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21143/18]

15/05/2018WRZ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Mineral phos-
phorous is a non-renewable resource and is mined from quarries of igneous and sedimentary 
rock.  Over 95% of the remaining reserves are controlled by five countries, including Morocco, 
China, USA, South Africa and Jordan.  Phosphorus is a limiting nutrient in crop growth and 
hence can limit global crop yields.  It is included in a list of critical raw materials published by 
the European Commission in 2017.  Critical raw materials are those raw materials which are 
economically and strategically important for the European economy, but have a high-risk as-
sociated with their supply.

Ireland imports all of its inorganic (chemical) phosphorous requirements.  The main suppli-
ers of phosphate fertilisers to Ireland are Morocco, Tunisia, and Russia.  Morocco is one of the 
world’s main suppliers and holds the most important phosphate rock reserves in the world.  The 
only commercially viable source of phosphate rock in the EU is located in Finland.

The quantity of inorganic phosphorous used by Irish farmers has decreased from a high of 
50,000 tonnes in 1989 to a total of 41,893 tonnes in 2016/17.  This reduction was as a result of 
improved nutrient management at farm level, more efficient use of organic manures (slurry) and 



15 May 2015

201

a response to increased fertiliser prices.  

The EU Nitrates Directive, introduced in 2006 set limits for Phosphorous use on farms.  A 
new Nitrates Action Programme was agreed for Ireland for 2018 -2021 (S.I. No. 605/2017).  
This encourages the efficient use of Phosphorous fertiliser and maximises the Phosphorous 
contribution from animal manures. 

Additionally, the re-use of natural raw materials, which currently go to waste, is one of the 
cornerstones of the Circular Economy Package, adopted in December 2015 by the EU Commis-
sion.  The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has supported the proposal for an 
EU Regulation on Fertilisers replacing Regulation No 2003/2003 whereby recycling of waste 
materials e.g. digestates, composts, food industry by-products and animal by-products can be 
transformed into organic fertilisers.  

The EU Commission Regulatory Impact Assessment on the proposed Fertiliser Regulation 
reported that the use of recycled nutrients in the EU could replace up to 30% of the imported 
Phosphorous requirements.

15/05/2018WRZ01700Departmental Funding

15/05/2018WRZ01800464. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the funding allocated to projects or initiatives (details supplied) in tabular form. [21150/18]

15/05/2018WRZ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The funding 
allocated by Department for the projects concerned was as follows;

Project   Acro-
nym

Total   Award Institution   1 Institution   2 Institution   3 

Teagasc AgriFood and   
Biosciences In-
stitute (AFBI)

UCD

SUDEN €639,105 €381,829 €226,440 €30,836

Project   Acro-
nym

Total   Award Institution   1 Institution   2 Institution   3 

Teagasc UCD AgriFood and   
Biosciences In-
stitute (AFBI)

LowAmmo €1,246,290 €833,745 €193,019 €219,526

Project   Acro-
nym

Total   Award Institution   1 Institution   2 Institution   3 

Teagasc NUIG TCD
MINE €964,710 €603,545 €218,593 €142,572

15/05/2018WRZ02000Teagasc Staff

15/05/2018WRZ02100465. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of full-time and part-time staff Teagasc has working on the agricultural catch-
ments programme; and the annual running and staffing costs, respectively, for the programme. 
[21151/18]
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15/05/2018WRZ02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
tural Catchments Programme is a large integrated research and advisory project that is fully 
funded by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and is now in its third four-year 
phase.  It is delivered by Teagasc who have assigned 4 permanent and 12 part-time staff to work 
on the Programme.  The total annual budget is €1.6m comprising €745,000 in salary costs and 
€855,000 for overheads, consumables, equipment, analytical services etc.

15/05/2018WRZ02300Beef Exports

15/05/2018WRZ02400466. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 376 of 8 May 2018, the qualifying countries referred 
to. [21154/18]

15/05/2018WRZ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The autono-
mous beef quota that I outlined in my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 376 of 8 May 2018, 
which was designed to allow the US to export hormone-free beef to the EU, also had to be made 
available to other countries who could satisfy the technical requirements, in accordance with 
WTO rules. 

The other countries that can access this quota are Argentina, Australia, Canada, New Zea-
land and Uruguay.

15/05/2018WRZ02600GLAS Payments

15/05/2018WRZ02700467. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21167/18]

15/05/2018WRZ02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2017. 

This applicant has not yet submitted the required Nutrient Management Plan and the Com-
monage Management Plan and is therefore ineligible for payments.  Both the participant and 
their advisor have been advised of the requirement to submit both Plans immediately to ensure 
further payments and indeed participation in the scheme.

15/05/2018WRZ02900TAMS Payments

15/05/2018WRZ03000468. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
penalty for an overclaim on a TAMS payment for a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21244/18]

15/05/2018WRZ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named made an application under the Dairy Equipment Scheme of TAMS II in 27 July 2015 
and a payment claim was subsequently submitted on 16 December 2016.   

This application was the subject of an on-farm inspection.  It is a requirement that the pay-
ments claimed be verified as part of such an inspection.  In this case an issue arose in relation to 
an over claim on the receipt for the Milking Machine resulting in penalties and reductions being 
applied to the payment in respect of the investments.  
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A written request for a review of this decision has been received from the applicant.  The 
case is currently being reviewed by the Department and the applicant will be advised in writ-
ing of the outcome shortly.  Should the applicant remain dissatisfied with the outcome of this 
review it will remain open to them to submit an appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

15/05/2018WRZ03200Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRZ03300469. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of staff in his Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South issues; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21256/18]

15/05/2018WRZ03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Officials in 
my Department are directly involved in ongoing and frequent North-South engagement on a 
range of issues.  This involves having extensive contact between officials in my Department 
and the Northern Ireland Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, and inter-
ested parties in the food, agriculture and fishing sectors in both jurisdictions.  This work is un-
dertaken in the context of advancing our priorities in relation to the agreed areas of co-operation 
under the North South Ministerial Council:

- the development of an All-Island Animal Health Strategy for control of animal movements 
and the prevention, containment and eradication of epizootic diseases in Ireland;

- the development of an All-Island Plant Health and Research Strategy including co-opera-
tion between both jurisdictions in relation to plant protection products; and

- liaison on a range of international issues including trade and the Common Agriculture 
Policy.

Officials also co-operate in other areas of common interest as specific matters arise, includ-
ing Brexit, farm safety, EU funding and joint research projects, cross-border laboratory col-
laboration and the outbreak of the Chalara Fraxinea disease commonly known as ash dieback.   

As engagement in North-South issues are managed as part of the general responsibilities of 
the many Divisions concerned, it is not possible to identify the specific share of staff time as-
signed solely or primarily to work on such issues.

15/05/2018WRZ03500Agriculture Scheme Appeals

15/05/2018WRZ03600470. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to debate the findings of the review of the appeals procedure further to the completion of 
the review; his plans to implement its recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21318/18]

15/05/2018WRZ03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): On 12 Febru-
ary 2018, I published the Report of the Review of the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 and opera-
tions of the Agriculture Appeals Office. 

The Report’s recommendations are currently under consideration by my Department, par-
ticularly with regard to legislative changes that may be required to give effect to them.

15/05/2018WRZ03800Special Protection Areas
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15/05/2018WRZ03900471. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if it is 
technically feasible to introduce a new forestry management protocol covering special protec-
tion areas important to the hen harrier which would permit an annual quota of new plantings 
based on the areas identified as available for planting; and the barriers that remain from pursu-
ing this policy as previously existed. [21326/18]

15/05/2018WRZ04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Issues con-
cerning the designation of Special Protection Areas (or SPAs) and the setting of conservation 
objectives are a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  I 
understand that Minister Madigan provided the Deputy with a response on the issue the subject 
of this question on the 8 May 2018.  

As previously outlined by Minister Madigan, the issue of afforestation within SPAs impor-
tant to breeding hen harrier is an ongoing issue, and a previous protocol on the issue was discon-
tinued as the European Commission considered it non-compliant with the EU Birds Directive.

The Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht has prepared a draft Hen Harrier 
Threat Response Plan in cooperation with the Department of Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment, the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, and with 
my own Department.  The draft Threat Response Plan was discussed on the 8th May 2018 at a 
meeting of the Consultative Committee, established as part of the process to represent the agri-
culture, forestry, wind farm and NGO sectors.  Committee members will be reviewing the draft 
and inputting feedback over the coming weeks.  Subsequently, the draft Threat Response Plan 
must also undergo public consultation.

The Deputy will be aware that as regards the issuing of afforestation licences, under the Eu-
ropean Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, any Minister considering 
a plan or project in a Special Protection Area (SPA) shall give consent for such a plan or project 
only after having determined that the plan or project shall not adversely affect the integrity of 
a European site.  A series of judgements issued by the Court of Justice of the EU have stressed 
that there must be no doubt about possible adverse impacts in such decisions.  In addition, under 
the European Union guidelines for State aid in the agricultural and forestry sectors and in rural 
areas, within Natura sites (i.e. SPAs and Special Areas of Conservation, or SACs), only affor-
estation consistent with the management objectives of the sites concerned, and agreed with the 
Member State’s authority in charge of implementing Natura 2000 (in Ireland’s case, the Depart-
ment of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht), shall be allowed.

15/05/2018WRZ04100GLAS Payments

15/05/2018WRZ04200472. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if there will be no 15% balancing payments for GLAS issuing until all management plans 
are completed for all participants in the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21353/18]

15/05/2018WRZ04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The require-
ment to prepare a Commonage Management Plan (CMP) is an essential component of the 
GLAS scheme.  A complete CMP is required for each commonage over 10 hectares.  The 
facility to submit CMP’s has been available since October of last year and completed CMPs 
continue to be submitted on an ongoing basis.

In addition the Farm Nutrient Management Plan (NMP) is one of the four core management 
requirements of the scheme.  The terms and conditions set out the requirements regarding the 
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submission of NMPs including the requirement for all GLAS III participants to submit an NMP 
by 31 March 2018. 

The Department has regularly highlighted the importance of these requirements with regard 
to potential impact on GLAS payments.  Where an NMP or a CMP is outstanding a balancing 
payment cannot issue for the case concerned until these requirements have been met.

15/05/2018WRZ04400Commonage Management Plans

15/05/2018WRZ04500473. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if staff will be put in place to complete the commonage management plans under the GLAS 
scheme in circumstances in which the existing planner is overloaded; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21354/18]

15/05/2018WRZ04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The require-
ment to prepare a Commonage Management Plan (CMP) is and has always been an essential 
component of the GLAS scheme.  A complete CMP is required for each commonage over 10 
hectares.  The facility to submit CMP’s has been available since October of last year and com-
pleted CMPs continue to be submitted on an ongoing basis.  The completion and submission of 
these is a matter between the GLAS participant and his or her planner. 

The Department has regularly highlighted the importance of the CMP requirements with 
regard to potential impact on GLAS payments.  The requirement is to submit a complete CMP.  
Failure to submit will prevent further payments, including balancing payments.  The Depart-
ment will continue to bring this requirement to the attention of GLAS participants.

15/05/2018WRZ04700Agriculture Scheme Administration

15/05/2018WRZ04800474. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if there 
are circumstances which apply if a farmer must retire from farming due to ill-health and, with 
no possible succession available, can be removed without large penalties under the BDGP and 
GLAS schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21419/18]

15/05/2018WRZ04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The GLAS 
terms and conditions provide for force majeure provisions where a beneficiary is unable to con-
tinue complying with their commitments under the Scheme for reasons beyond their control.  
Long term professional incapacity of the participant is one of the categories specifically listed. 

In applying to participate in the Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) applicants 
commit to undertake the requirements for the full 6 years of the Programme.  However the 
Terms and Conditions of the BDGP do provide that  a participant may withdraw from the 
Programme, without recovery of payments previously made, on force majeure grounds which 
includes the long term incapacity of the beneficiary.  

Each application for force majeure is examined individually under the relevant Scheme 
provisions.

15/05/2018WRZ05000Electricity Grid

15/05/2018WRZ05100475. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
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and Environment the number of pedestrian crossings in counties Westmeath and Longford that 
remain to be connected to the ESB network. [21295/18]

15/05/2018WRZ05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I have no function in the matter raised by the Deputy.  The planning, design and 
construction of pedestrian crossings is a matter for local authorities while the connection of 
such crossings to the electricity grid is an operational matter for ESB Networks, working in 
liaison with relevant local authorities.

15/05/2018WRZ05300Better Energy Homes Scheme

15/05/2018WRZ05400476. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding SEAI grants for solar 
panels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20801/18]

15/05/2018WRZ05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Better Energy Homes scheme is funded by my Department and administered 
by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland.  The scheme provides grant supports for energy 
efficiency upgrades for homeowners whose homes were built before 2006.  Grants are available 
for attic and wall insulation, heating controls, solar thermal technology, heat pumps and getting 
a Building Energy Rating.

To be eligible for grant support these works must be carried out by an SEAI Registered 
Contractor, who is registered for the type of work that they are carrying out. 

When it comes to installing renewable technologies, it is essential that it is done properly 
and safely, to the required standard, by qualified experts.  For this reason, the specific FETAC/
QQI Level 6 certificate is required in order to register with SEAI as a contractor for the domes-
tic Solar Thermal measure.  I can confirm that this course is being run in Ireland by at least one 
training organisation, the City of Dublin Education and Training Board.  Contractors may also 
appoint another contractor who does have the necessary qualifications.

Further information for contractors on how to register with SEAI is available on SEAI’s 
website: https://www.seai.ie/energy-in-business/register-with-seai/contractor/.

15/05/2018WRAA00200Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRAA00300477. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the value of contracts for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 
2010. [20848/18]

15/05/2018WRAA00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department has not awarded contracts for goods or services to any of the com-
panies referred to in the Question.

15/05/2018WRAA00500Waste Management

15/05/2018WRAA00600478. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the capacity constraints with regard to handling Ireland’s waste volumes; and the 
way in which future municipal and industrial waste streams will be managed in the short and 
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medium term to match the projected rise in population. [20970/18]

15/05/2018WRAA00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Waste management planning is the responsibility of local authorities under Part II 
of the Waste Management Act 1996 (as amended).  In this regard, waste management plans for 
the Connacht-Ulster, Eastern Midlands and Southern Regions were made in May 2015.  The 
plans comprehensively set out clear strategies, policies and actions to address the prevention, 
generation, collection and management of waste in the State for the period 2015 to 2021.  The 
development and implementation of the plans will give effect to national and EU waste man-
agement policies and legislation.  The plans are available at:   http://southernwasteregion.ie/
content/southern-region-waste-management-plan-2015-2021-associated-reports ;

http://emwr.ie/about-the-eastern-midlands-regional-waste-management-plan ; and

http://www.curwmo.ie/publications/ .

Under section 60(3) of that Act, I am precluded from exercising any power or control in 
relation to the performance, in specific cases, by a local authority of their statutory functions un-
der the Act.  However, my Department has and will continue to engage with the three Regional 
Waste Management Planning Lead Authorities and other environmental regulatory bodies on 
the issue of having sufficient capacity and systems in place to ensure that we continue to live in 
healthy communities and that protection is afforded to our environment.

15/05/2018WRAA00800Waste Management

15/05/2018WRAA00900479. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the licensed waste disposal facilities located in each county, local authority area or 
region; and the estimated remaining capacity of each. [20971/18]

15/05/2018WRAA01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Waste management planning, including with regard to infrastructure provision, 
is the responsibility of local authorities under Part II of the Waste Management Act, 1996 (as 
amended).  Under section 60(3) of that Act, I am precluded from exercising any power or con-
trol in relation to the performance, in specific cases, by a local authority or the Environmental 
Protection Agency of their statutory functions under the Act.

The Waste Management Act 1996 and the Waste Management (Licensing) Regulations 
2004 govern the process under which waste licences are applied for and maintained.  Once 
granted, each waste licence defines the nature of environmentally acceptable activities that can 
take place at a waste facility, including the acceptable types of waste that can be received.  This 
is done by the conditions of the licence which are set by the Environmental Protection Agency. 
I have no function in relation either to the setting of operating conditions or to their enforce-
ment.  It is a key aspect of the legislation, passed by the Oireachtas, to establish the EPA, that 
the Agency is entirely independent of the Minister in the exercise of its functions.

Comprehensive detail on EPA licences is available on the EPA’s website at http://www.epa.
ie/licensing/   and further information is also available from the EPA’s Office of Environmental 
Sustainability at Licensing@epa.ie.

15/05/2018WRAA01100Warmer Homes Scheme

15/05/2018WRAA01200480. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment if details have been finalised regarding changes to the warmer homes scheme; if 
so, the details of these changes; when applications for the new measures will be available; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21014/18]

15/05/2018WRAA01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Warmer Homes scheme is the Government’s energy efficiency support scheme 
for people in or at risk of energy poverty. The scheme is funded by my Department and ad-
ministered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland.  To date over 130,000 homes have 
received free upgrades under the scheme, leaving the occupants better able to afford heat their 
homes to an adequate level. 

Under the scheme home energy efficiency upgrades are provided free of charge to eligible 
homeowners. The average cost per home upgraded in 2017 was €3,000. 

Eligibility for the scheme is determined by being in receipt of one of the following pay-
ments:

- Fuel Allowance

- One Parent Family Payment

- Working Family Payment

- Jobseekers’ Allowance for more than 6 months with children under 7

- Domiciliary Care Allowance

In addition homes must be owned by the applicant and must have been owned and occupied 
before 2006.

While homes that previously received works under the scheme are not currently eligible 
for a second visit consideration will be given to revisiting these properties in mid 2019, where 
feasible and appropriate.

In March I announced the expansion of the Warmer Homes scheme to cover all types of 
wall insulation.  Previously only cavity wall insulation was provided as standard.  This will 
mean that more homes can receive upgrades as not all homes were suitable for cavity wall in-
sulation.  In certain cases homes may also receive heating system and window upgrades –the 
measures a home receives under the scheme depend on a technical survey of the home, carried 
out by SEAI.  This survey will indicate what measures are appropriate for the home, from the 
measures available under the scheme.  

This expansion will also increase the average cost per home and waiting times for the scheme 
as surveyors and contractors will need additional time per home to carry out the new measures.

Applications are open on an on-going basis, and these changes will be operational as of June 
1 2018.  Eligible homeowners can apply via email or through the post using the application form 
available on SEAI’s website. https://www.seai.ie/grants/home-grants/warmer-homes-scheme/ 

15/05/2018WRAA01400Landfill Sites

15/05/2018WRAA01500481. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the landfills accepting construction waste by capacity and location in tabular form. 
[21077/18]
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15/05/2018WRAA01600482. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the proposed locations and capacity of planned landfill sites for the disposal of 
construction waste. [21078/18]

15/05/2018WRAA01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 481 and 482 together.  

Waste management planning, including with regard to infrastructure provision, is the re-
sponsibility of local authorities under Part II of the Waste Management Act, 1996 (as amended).  
Under section 60(3) of that Act, I am precluded from exercising any power or control in relation 
to the performance, in specific cases, by a local authority of their statutory functions under the 
Act. 

However, my Department has and will continue to engage with the three Regional Waste 
Management Planning Lead Authorities and other environmental regulatory bodies on the issue 
of managing construction and demolition (C&D) waste.  It is also intended to shortly convene 
a Construction Waste Resource Group .  This Group will comprise of the key construction and 
demolition waste stakeholders, which will provide a useful platform to discuss and monitor 
C&D waste issues arising, including the capacity of the sector to manage its construction and 
demolition waste. 

In terms of the detail of landfill capacity for C&D waste, including for inert and non-inert 
non-hazardous C&D waste, comprehensive detail on EPA licences is available on the EPA’s 
website at http://www.epa.ie/licensing/   and further information is also available from the 
EPA’s Office of Environmental Sustainability at Licensing@epa.ie.  Similarly, information on 
planning permissions or applications for planning permissions should be available from the 
relevant Planning Authority or An Bord Pleanála.

15/05/2018WRAA01900Waste Management

15/05/2018WRAA02000483. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the allowance of €75 for households with medical waste will come into 
effect; the way in which persons will apply for the allowance; the documentation that will be 
required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21131/18]

15/05/2018WRAA02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In line with the commitments set out in A Resource Opportunity - Waste Manage-
ment Policy in Ireland, published in 2012, and in the interest of encouraging further waste pre-
vention and greater recycling, flat-rate fees for kerbside household waste collection are being 
phased out over the period autumn 2017 to autumn 2018, as customers contracts come up for 
renewal.  The necessary regulatory steps have been put in place to give effect to this measure.

It is worth noting that this measure is not ‘new’ for about half of kerbside household waste 
customers, who are already on an incentivised usage pricing plan, i.e., a plan which contains a 
per lift or a weight related fee. 

As announced in mid-2017, mandatory per kilogramme ‘pay by weight’ charging is not 
being introduced.  Allowing for a range of charging options, which encourage householders 
to reduce and separate their waste, provides flexibility to waste collectors to develop various 
service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances. 

The Price Monitoring Group has considered seven months of data to date.  While fluc-
tuations in prices and service offerings have been observed, the overall trend is relative price 
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stability.  The Price Monitoring Group has reported that there are currently 9 different types 
of price models on the market.  The main price examples include a service charge plus charge 
per bin lift, with an excess per kg charge, and a service charge plus per kg weight charge.  The 
most popular service offering now is the ‘service charge including weight allowance, plus per 
kg charge for excess above allowance’. 

An annual support of €75 per person is being made available for persons with lifelong or 
long-term medical incontinence.  This will help people meet the average annual cost for the 
disposal of medical incontinence products.  My Department is currently in discussion with the 
Department of Health and the Health Service Executive to finalise the administrative details 
and arrangements of the support, as well as engaging with the relevant patient stakeholders.  I 
can assure the Deputy that I am committed to finalising the details for this support as soon as 
possible.

15/05/2018WRAA02200Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRAA02300484. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of staff in his Department assigned solely or primarily to work on 
North-South issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21259/18]

15/05/2018WRAA02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): As the Deputy is aware, the energy sector is a diverse one and so the energy units 
of my Department are configured based on specific areas of  activity, e.g. regulation, efficiency, 
etc.  Departments are configured differently in different jurisdictions and officials engage with 
Northern Ireland  officials on a case by case basis, having regard to the matter at hand.  This 
means having a specific North-South division or official would not be the most efficient use of 
resources and so each unit liaises directly with their Northern Irish counterparts as required.

15/05/2018WRAA02500Departmental Expenditure

15/05/2018WRAA02600485. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his Department commissioned a video (details supplied); and if so, the cost of 
producing the video. [21357/18]

15/05/2018WRAA02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, was awarded a 10 
year contract in December 2013 to develop, implement, maintain and promote the use of the 
National Postcode System “Eircode”.

As part of this contract Capita are required to promote and market the use of Eircode to in-
crease uptake and usage of the Eircode system amongst members of the public and businesses.

I have been informed by Capita that the cost of the video they commissioned to promote 
Eircodes and the National Ambulance Service’s use of Mobile Data Terminal (MDT) Units 
was €1,000.  The in-ambulance mobile terminals use Eircodes to display a caller’s location 
and address on a map, which helps the ambulance crew to quickly and accurately be routed to 
someone in need of medical help.

15/05/2018WRAA02800Brexit Issues
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15/05/2018WRAA02900486. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the con-
tingency planning that has been done in relation to the aviation sector to plan and prepare for a 
potential hard Brexit in view of the fact that there are no equivalent World Trade Organisation, 
WTO, rules to fall back on. [21067/18]

15/05/2018WRAA03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Contingency plan-
ning in relation to Brexit at both a national and an EU level is focused on three areas: preparing 
for a no-deal scenario or so-called “disorderly Brexit”; preparing for a transition period based 
on the “status quo”; and preparing for the future EU-UK relationship.

The European Commission is also contingency planning on this basis and in the context of 
contingency planning for a “disorderly Brexit” has put forward the possibility of a so-called 
‘bare-bones’ EU-UK air services agreement (traffic rights & safety) and/or the possibility of 
unilateral EU measures.  Ireland is liaising closely with the Commission on such matters and 
strongly favours an EU level solution to these issues. 

The Government has been clear that its approach to preparing for Brexit is aimed at mini-
mising the impact of Brexit on our trade and economy and an orderly withdrawal of the UK 
from the EU.  This is certainly the case in aviation, given the importance of the sector for Ire-
land and the fact that the UK is by far the most important origin and destination for aviation 
traffic in and out of Ireland. 

15/05/2018WRAA03100Motor Tax Rates

15/05/2018WRAA03200487. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the es-
timated cost of abolishing the charge of an excess in circumstances in which a vehicle is taxed 
for less than 12 months, that is, motor tax being more expensive when charged for six months 
as opposed to 12 months. [21220/18]

15/05/2018WRAA03300488. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the es-
timated cost of changing the rates applicable for the half-yearly and quarterly options for mo-
tor tax renewal from 55.5% to 51% for a half and 26.25% for a quarter of the annual charge. 
[21221/18]

15/05/2018WRAA03400489. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the es-
timated cost of changing the rates applicable for the half-yearly and quarterly options for mo-
tor tax renewal from 55.5% to 50.5% for a half and 26% for a quarter of the annual charge. 
[21222/18]

15/05/2018WRAA03500490. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the esti-
mated cost of changing the rates applicable for the half-yearly and quarterly options for motor 
tax renewal from 55.5% to 50.25% for a half and 25.5% for a quarter of the annual charge. 
[21223/18]

15/05/2018WRAA03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 487 to 490 together.

Motor tax taken out on a half-yearly and quarterly basis is charged at 55.5% and 28.25% of 
the annual rate respectively.   

Each half-yearly and quarterly renewal of motor tax requires the same administrative pro-
cedure as the annual renewal process.  Any consideration of abolition or re-balancing of the 
charge for non-annual discs must take account of the fact that overheads, both direct and indi-
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rect, would increase exponentially if this were to result in increased volumes of transactions.  

Aside from these costs, the estimated annual cost to the Exchequer of abolishing the excess 
charge for the half-yearly and quarterly options is €52.7m.

The estimated cost of changing the additional charge applicable to the half-yearly and 
quarterly options to 51% and 26.25% respectively is €36m annually.  Changing to 50.5% and 
26% respectively would cost €41.6m.  Changing to 50.25% and 25.5% respectively would cost 
€46.4m. 

All estimates are based on the number of half-yearly and quarterly transactions in 2017.

15/05/2018WRAA04000Tourism Ireland Expenditure

15/05/2018WRAA04100491. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the expen-
diture to date by Fáilte Ireland on each of the 24 projects named in 2017 as a stage 1 pass project 
via the grant scheme for large tourism projects; if each project is within budget and continues 
to meet the qualifying criteria; if any of the projects have failed to meet targets set by Fáilte 
Ireland; if there is a reserve list of projects that could be funded in the event of one of the 24 not 
proceeding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20828/18]

15/05/2018WRAA04200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism 
policy.  It is not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism 
projects.  These are operational matters for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.  While 
the Department provides funding to Fáilte Ireland to invest in tourism offerings, it has no role 
in the administration of Fáilte Ireland’s tourism capital programmes.

I have accordingly referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working 
days.

15/05/2018WRAA04300Tourism Funding

15/05/2018WRAA04400492. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
Fáilte Ireland will announce details of the small grant scheme for the Wild Atlantic Way; the 
criteria that will be used to assess applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20829/18]

15/05/2018WRAA04500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism 
policy.  It is not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism 
projects.  These are operational matters for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.  While 
the Department provides funding to Fáilte Ireland to invest in tourism offerings, it has no role in 
the administration of Fáilte Ireland’s individual grants schemes or for the formulation of evalu-
ation criteria for those schemes.

I have accordingly referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working 
days.
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15/05/2018WRAA04600Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRAA04700493. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the value of 
contracts for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20861/18]

15/05/2018WRAA04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://
www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/expenditure-external-services

The information is updated twice yearly. 

The first six months of 2018 will be published later in the year.

15/05/2018WRAA04900Rail Network Expansion

15/05/2018WRAA05000494. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if in the 
planning for the capital improvement works in preparation for the proposed electrification of 
the Maynooth commuter train service, the previously proposed flyover or bridge at the site of 
the Coolmine Road level crossing, Dublin 15 is envisaged as part of the works. [20872/18]

15/05/2018WRAA05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public 
transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area.  This includes the planned works in prepara-
tion for the proposed electrification of the Maynooth commuter train service.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred your question to the NTA for 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

15/05/2018WRBB00200Driver Licence Renewals

15/05/2018WRBB00300495. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
there is a record of a notification sent in 2000 to a person (details supplied) regarding the need 
for a medical examination in order to renew a C1 licence; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20936/18]

15/05/2018WRBB00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): At the time to which 
the Deputy refers, driving licensing was the responsibility of the local authorities. As this func-
tion has since been transferred to the Road Safety Authority, I have referred the question to 
the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not 
received within 10 days.

15/05/2018WRBB00500Rail Network Expansion

15/05/2018WRBB00600496. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to extend the rail link from County Sligo to County Donegal; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20949/18]

15/05/2018WRBB00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Currently there are no 
plans to extend the rail network from County Sligo to County Donegal.

Building on the recommendations in the recent Public Investment Management Assessment 
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study and the findings set out in the Rail Review 2016, a continuing key priority for investment 
in transport under the NDP is to protect the quality of and the investment already made in the 
existing national rail system, by funding projects that support and maintain safety and service 
levels in railway operations.  

It is also a core priority under the National Planning Framework to enhance and upgrade ac-
cessibility between urban centres of population and their regions, in parallel with the initiation 
of compact growth of urban centres.

Under the National Development Plan (NDP), there is an objective is to complete the im-
proving road linkages so that every region, particularly those in the North-West, are linked to 
Dublin by a high quality road network.  Furthermore, another major objective is to make sub-
stantial progress in linking our regions and urban areas not just to Dublin but to each other.  The 
NDP also recognises that over the period of the Plan it will be very important to examine the 
role inter-urban rail network can play in enhancing regional connectivity.

As part of the Estimates process, the multi-annual capital allocations will be reviewed and 
extended annually on a rolling basis to cover the coming 5 year period.  This will provide Gov-
ernment with an annual opportunity to review the allocations in light of any implementation 
issues arising and/or new priorities which may emerge during implementation of the NDP.  The 
NDP also commits to a full mid-term review of the Plan in 2022 to allow Government take 
stock of progress and allow it to review and reaffirm its investment priorities.

15/05/2018WRBB00800Rail Network Expansion

15/05/2018WRBB00900497. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
extend the DART service to Donabate. [20964/18]

15/05/2018WRBB01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the National Transport Authority’s (NTA) ‘Transport Strategy for the GDA 2016-2035’ 
proposes implementation of the overall DART Expansion Programme.  As outlined in the re-
cently published National Development Plan (NDP), the DART Expansion Programme is a 
series of projects that will create a full metropolitan area DART network for Dublin with all of 
the lines linked and connected.  

The NDP investment provides for the delivery of fast, high-frequency electrified services - 
to Drogheda on the Northern Line; to Maynooth and M3 Parkway on the Maynooth/Sligo Line; 
and to Celbridge/Hazelhatch on the Kildare Line - while continuing to provide DART services 
on the South-Eastern Line as far south as Greystones.  The DART Expansion Programme will 
also provide for the delivery of other priority elements including a move to a 10 minute peak-
time service and the introduction of additional train fleet including the expansion of the fleet 
with new diesel electric trains.  The electrification of the Northern Line as far as Balbriggan, in-
corporating Donabate as well as Rush & Lusk and Skerries, is expected to be delivered in 2022.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility for implementation of public transport in the Greater Dub-
lin Area, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please 
contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

15/05/2018WRBB01100Fáilte Ireland Funding

15/05/2018WRBB01200498. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
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drawn down to date under the grants scheme for large tourism projects, established in mid-2016 
by Fáilte Ireland, by county; and his plans for further funding. [20979/18]

15/05/2018WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism 
policy.  It is not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism 
projects.  These are operational matters for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.  While 
the Department provides funding to Fáilte Ireland to invest in tourism, it has no role in the ad-
ministration of Fáilte Ireland’s tourism capital programmes.

I have accordingly referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working 
days.

15/05/2018WRBB01400Fáilte Ireland Funding

15/05/2018WRBB01500499. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the details 
of the successful applications under Fáilte Ireland’s conference financial support scheme over 
the past three years. [20980/18]

15/05/2018WRBB01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism 
policy.  It is not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism 
projects.  These are operational matters for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.  While 
the Department provides funding to Fáilte Ireland to support bids to attract international con-
ferences to Ireland, it has no role in the administration of Fáilte Ireland’s Conference Financial 
Support Scheme.

I have accordingly referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working 
days.

15/05/2018WRBB01700Transport Policy

15/05/2018WRBB01800500. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to a campaign established by a group (details supplied) in response 
to existing transport proposals outlined in the national planning framework under Project Ire-
land 2040; if his attention has been further drawn to the group’s criticism of the exclusion of 
the western rail corridor project from TEN-T project submissions and the failure to provide 
adequate investment in Ireland West Airport, Knock; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [20987/18]

15/05/2018WRBB01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Western Rail 
Corridor was originally included under the Transport 21 Initiative and was to be developed in 
Three Phases.  Phase 1 involved the reopening of the 36 mile stretch of railway line between 
Ennis and Athenry and this is part of the TEN-T comprehensive network.  This line was opened 
to the public in March 2010.  Exchequer funding of €106.5 million was approved for Phase 1.

The plan for Phase 2 involved the development of the line from Athenry to Tuam.  However, 
this development together with a number of other transport projects was postponed in 2011 due 
to the economic and fiscal crisis.  Phase 3 involved the development of the line from Tuam to 
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Claremorris.

As the Deputy is aware, both the ‘Programme for a Partnership Government’ and the recent-
ly-published ‘National Development Plan’ commit to an independent review of the costings for 
a proposal to extend the existing Western Rail Corridor beyond Athenry.  My Department is 
currently at an advanced stage in developing an approach for progressing such a review in line 
with these commitments, and I expect to be in a position shortly to decide on the approach to 
be taken.  I am cognisant of the need for stakeholder consultation as part of the process and can 
assure the Deputy that this will be an integral part of the review’s arrangements.

Also looking ahead, the European Commission, in reviewing the implementation of the 
TEN-T core network by end 2023 and in consultation with Member States, will evaluate wheth-
er the core network should be modified to take into account developments in transport flows and 
national investment planning.

In relation to Ireland West Airport, Knock, as one of our smaller airports that provide sched-
uled passenger air services, the taxpayer has supported Knock Airport for many years with 
funding for its operations.  This support for Knock, and for the other regional airports, will 
continue under Project Ireland 2040 through my Department’s Regional Airports Programme. 
This Programme provides financial support towards safety and security projects and activities 
at these airports and indeed Project Ireland 2040 recognises that, given its scale of operation, 
Knock Airport plays a more regional role in terms of international access than the other smaller 
airports given its location in the North-west.

15/05/2018WRBB02000Driver Test

15/05/2018WRBB02100501. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
RSA accepts payment for driver tests before a date for the test has been confirmed; when a 
policy of accepting payment prior to the confirmation of a date was introduced; if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that some persons who pay their test fee are unable to find an avail-
able test date in their area using the online calendar on the website until 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21029/18]

15/05/2018WRBB02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

15/05/2018WRBB02300Disabled Drivers Permits

15/05/2018WRBB02400502. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of an application by a person (details supplied) for a disabled parking permit; and when 
a decision will issue regarding the matter. [21091/18]

15/05/2018WRBB02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The disabled parking 
scheme is operated on behalf of my Department by the Disabled Drivers Association of Ireland 
(DDAI) and the Irish Wheelchair Association (IWA), who are empowered to issue disabled 
parking permits.  

As Minister, I have responsibility for the regulations under which the scheme operates but 
details on the status of any individual application can only be addressed by the issuing organisa-
tions to which I have sent your enquiry.
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15/05/2018WRBB02600Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

15/05/2018WRBB02700503. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost, 
since 2011 to date, of outside consultants used by the NTA, TII and other relevant organisations 
in the planning of the proposed MetroLink project. [21248/18]

15/05/2018WRBB02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
development and implementation of public transport in the Greater Dublin Area including the 
development of a metro scheme.

The recently published National Development Plan (NDP), which was launched earlier this 
year by Government as part of Project Ireland 2040, brings together the Metro North and Metro 
South projects, as envisaged by the NTA’s Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016 
- 2035, into one project called MetroLink. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

15/05/2018WRBB02900Sports Capital Programme Applications

15/05/2018WRBB03000504. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if an 
approved sports capital grant application (details supplied) has been finalised following the 
response to a final query from the Chief State Solicitor’s Office; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21252/18]

15/05/2018WRBB03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department is in 
ongoing correspondence with our legal advisors in the Chief State Solicitor’s Office in relation 
to the 2015 Sports Capital grant allocated to the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  While a 
deed of covenant and a deed of charge is in place to protect the State’s investment in the facility, 
this needs to be updated to take account of the 2015 grant and to include all lands owned by the 
organisation.  As the organisation is a company, the charge must be registered in the Companies 
Registration Office before formal approval can issue from my Department. My Department will 
continue to engage with the CSSO in relation to the matter and there will be no undue delay in 
this regard. Once the grant is formally approved by my Department, the organisation can begin 
to draw down the relevant funding.

15/05/2018WRBB03200Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRBB03300505. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of staff in his Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South issues; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21272/18]

15/05/2018WRBB03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Cross-Departmental 
cooperation on North/South matters is overseen within my Department by the Tourism Market-
ing & Impact Assessment Unit and is supported by 1 Principal Officer, 2 Assistant Principals 
and 1 Higher Executive Officer led by the relevant Assistant Secretary. Responsibility rests 
within this unit as it also deals with oversight of Tourism Ireland, the only North South body 
under the aegis of my Department.
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15/05/2018WRBB03500Road Improvement Schemes

15/05/2018WRBB03600506. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the road improvement scheme for the N81; if it has been removed from TII funding plans; if so, 
the way in which this route into Dublin through Blessington was removed from the improve-
ment schedule to the national roads network; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21313/18]

15/05/2018WRBB03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects 
is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation 
of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of 
the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

15/05/2018WRBB03800Road Network

15/05/2018WRBB03900507. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Galway 
County Council has submitted an application regarding outstanding issues on the N18 motor-
way (details supplied). [21344/18]

15/05/2018WRBB04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects 
is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation 
of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of 
the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

15/05/2018WRBB04100Rural Transport Programme

15/05/2018WRBB04200508. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way in 
which the extension of the rural transport programme to reduce rural isolation will be proofed to 
ensure that all routes will be accessible for disabled persons, in view of recommendation 102 of 
the national disability inclusion strategy to develop proposals on attaching conditions regarding 
wheelchair accessibility on commercial licensed services. [21375/18]

15/05/2018WRBB04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has national responsibility for integrated local and rural transport. This 
includes, since 2012, management of the Rural Transport Programme which now operates un-
der the ‘Local Link’ brand. 

The NTA has advised that all of the new evening services, announced last week, will use 
accessible vehicles.
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I would also like to advise the Deputy that under Action 254 of “Realising our Rural Po-
tential”, the Action Plan for Rural Development, the Government is committed to ensuring that 
Rural Transport Programme vehicles are accessible, having to regard to all passenger needs. 

The NTA recently published its Local Link Rural Transport Programme Strategic Plan 2018 
to 2022. The key objective of Priority Area 5, Access for All, is to ensure the provision of fully 
accessible transport services on all services with a target to achieve at least 95% fully acces-
sible trips by 2020 within the Rural Transport Programme. In this regard the retendering of all 
existing Local Link services is expected to be concluded shortly and the process has included a 
provision that all services must be fully wheelchair accessible within 2 years of contract award. 

In relation to Action 102 of the National Disability Inclusion Strategy (NDIS), which is as-
signed to the NTA, the Authority is undertaking a tender competition for a potential new (single 
deck) medium distance bus/coach type vehicle which would allow wheelchair users to board 
with normal ramp access on Bus Éireann PSO services. The vehicles being sought are intended 
for routes up to 50km, being regional commuter routes and could replace the existing high floor 
type coach which requires an external wheelchair lift. It will not be possible to definitively con-
firm the availability of satisfactory vehicles until the tender process concludes. 

The conclusions from this tender process will also inform a review by the NTA of the issue 
of wheelchair accessibility on commercial licensed bus/coach services. Currently there is no 
requirement on commercial bus operators to provide wheelchair accessible coaches. The NTA 
intends to publish proposals later this year which will set out minimum accessibility standards 
for commercial licensed services.

15/05/2018WRBB04400Road Network

15/05/2018WRBB04500509. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if further 
consideration will be provided to the request for additional funding in respect of the roadworks 
programme 2018 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21398/18]

15/05/2018WRBB04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The position remains 
as outlined to Deputy in response to Parliamentary Questions on 26th April. The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of local authorities, 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads 
are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial 
selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

I announced the 2018 regional and local road allocations on 29th January and all grant fund-
ing available to my Department has now been allocated. It is a matter for each Council to deter-
mine its priorities and decide its work programme on that basis, taking available grant funding 
and its own resources into account.  There is no additional funding available to my Department 
at present.

15/05/2018WRBB04700Driver Test Waiting Lists

15/05/2018WRBB04800510. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
waiting times, including the expected longest waiting times, for driver tests in each county; and 
the number of persons awaiting test dates, in tabular form. [21412/18]

15/05/2018WRBB04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 



Questions - Written Answers

220

the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

15/05/2018WRBB05000Tourism Funding

15/05/2018WRBB05100511. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if tourism 
grants are available through Fáilte Ireland for which individuals rather than groups can apply; 
and if not, his plans to introduce such a scheme. [21424/18]

15/05/2018WRBB05200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism 
policy.  It is not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism 
projects.  These are operational matters for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.  While 
the Department provides funding to Fáilte Ireland for investment in tourism, it has no role in the 
administration of Fáilte Ireland’s grant programmes.

I have accordingly referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working 
days.

15/05/2018WRBB05300Foster Care Agencies

15/05/2018WRBB05400512. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of contracts for services that Tusla has with a company (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20811/18]

15/05/2018WRBB05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Each placement 
with the private foster care agency referred to by the Deputy is the subject of an individual con-
tract on a case by case basis.  I am advised by Tusla that as of the 10th May 2018, Tusla has 23 
contracts for foster care placements with the company to which the Deputy refers. 

It should be noted that children being cared for by a private foster care company remain in 
the care of Tusla at all times and have a Tusla allocated social worker.  The Tusla Foster Care 
Committee approves all applications by the private company for families to be eligible to foster.

15/05/2018WRCC00200Foster Care Agencies

15/05/2018WRCC00300513. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
foster care agencies engaged by Tusla in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018. [20812/18]

15/05/2018WRCC00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have requested 
this information from Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, and will revert when I have been 
provided with the information. 

It should be noted that children being cared for by a private foster care company remain in 
the care of Tusla at all times and have a Tusla allocated social worker.  The Tusla Foster Care 
Committee approves all applications by the private company for families to be eligible to foster.

15/05/2018WRCC00500Departmental Budgets
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15/05/2018WRCC00600514. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount set aside on an annual basis for contingent liability for the past 25 years to date; the 
way in which it is determined the amount that is forecast to be needed for contingent liability; if 
an actuary analysis is carried out for budgeting current and future contingent liability; if a risk 
assessment is conducted in the context of contingent liability; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20834/18]

15/05/2018WRCC00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): A contingent 
liability arises in any situation where past or current actions or events create a risk of a call on 
Exchequer funds in the future.

My Department was established in June 2011 and since then there has been limited instanc-
es giving rise to contingent liabilities.  In this regard the Deputy might note that liabilities will 
arise as a result of the legal challenge to the outcome of the Children Referendum. In this case 
the petitioner was awarded one third of her legal costs by the High Court in November 2013 but 
the actual amount and the timing of the payment remains to be determined.  My Department 
currently awaits hearing from the Chief State Solicitors Office on the matter.  In the meantime, 
resources continue to be made available within the Vote of my Department to meet any settle-
ment costs due.

My Department does not carry out any actuarial or specific risk analysis in order to identify 
the potential for future contingent liabilities.  The risk of such occurrences is normally consid-
ered on an annual basis in the context of the budget and estimates cycles and taking account of 
any legal advice or specific knowledge of situations occurring that might give rise to a contin-
gent liability.

15/05/2018WRCC00800Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRCC00900515. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the value of 
contracts for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20847/18]

15/05/2018WRCC01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
was established on 2 June 2011 and there is no record of payments for goods or services from 
these companies to date.

15/05/2018WRCC01100Child and Family Agency Policy

15/05/2018WRCC01200516. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
reason foster carers are no longer covered by public liability insurance through Tusla; if the 
cover provided by the HSE before Tusla was established can be extended to all concerned; if 
Tusla has written to all foster carers advising them of the fact that there is no cover; if Tusla will 
clarify the position and set out a timeframe within which the matter will be dealt with; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20865/18]

15/05/2018WRCC01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
is aware, foster carers are no longer covered by a commercial public liability insurance policy.  
Attempts by Tusla to secure continuing commercial cover have proved unsuccessful. However,  
I am pleased to confirm that pending a permanent solution, all foster carers have an indemnity 
on an individual basis where required.  This is on an ex-gratia basis as a temporary measure to 
address immediate individual cases while the overall indemnification issues are being resolved. 
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As I have stated previously, I am fully supportive of extending the State Indemnity Scheme 
under the State Claims Agency to foster parents.  Unfortunately, this has taken longer than ex-
pected due to technical issues associated with the approvals and statutory process involved, but 
I can assure the Deputy that work is continuing to address these matters and legal advices are 
expected shortly.  My Department has been in discussion with the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform on the matter, and my intention is to include foster carers under the General 
Indemnity Scheme operated by the State Claims Agency as soon as possible. 

My Department has written to the Irish Foster Carers Association (IFCA) outlining the posi-
tion and, through the Association, foster carers have been informed as to the current position. A 
further meeting with the Irish Foster Care Association and officials from my Department was 
held yesterday at which the most up to date position was presented to the IFCA. In addition, I 
understand that Tusla will also make publicly available the information provided to IFCA so 
as to communicate the position to those foster carers who are not members of that association.

15/05/2018WRCC01400Youth Services Funding

15/05/2018WRCC01500517. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
voluntary sector in youth work provision is protected in the context of a review of the youth 
service grants; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21000/18]

15/05/2018WRCC01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth 
services to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged commu-
nities. The funding schemes support national and local youth work involving approximately 
1,400 youth work staff working in youth services and communities throughout the country.

These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme under which funding is made avail-
able on an annual basis to thirty national and major regional youth organisations. In 2017, some 
€10.65m was allocated under this scheme, a 5% increase over 2016. 

This funding is intended to ensure the emergence, promotion, growth and development of 
youth organisations with distinctive philosophies and programmes aimed at the social educa-
tion of young people.

My Department has commenced a review of the Youth Service Grant Scheme. This review 
is intended to enhance its accountability, transparency and scheme measurement.  It is also 
seeking to ensure the scheme responds to the ever evolving needs of young people. My Depart-
ment has commenced a process of engagement with key stakeholders in relation to the review 
of the scheme.

15/05/2018WRCC01700Education Policy

15/05/2018WRCC01800518. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
progress and or engagements she has had with the Minister for Education and Skills in the con-
text of overhauling the provision of sexual health education in schools; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [21004/18]

15/05/2018WRCC01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Educa-
tional Welfare Service of Tusla has advised my Department that it has no role in the provision of 
sexual health education in schools. Such provision is a matter for the Department of Education 
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and Skills and the Boards of Management of individual schools.

15/05/2018WRCC02000Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRCC02100519. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of staff in her Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South issues; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [21258/18]

15/05/2018WRCC02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have no staff 
in my Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South issues.

15/05/2018WRCC02300Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRCC02400520. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the val-
ue of contracts for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20859/18]

15/05/2018WRCC02500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment was established in July 2017 and has had no involvement, contractual or otherwise, with 
the companies in question.

15/05/2018WRCC02600National Planning Framework

15/05/2018WRCC02700521. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
his attention has been drawn to a campaign established by a group (details supplied) in response 
to the national planning framework under Project Ireland 2040; if his attention has been further 
drawn to the negative impact which the group claims the policies will have on the social and 
economic development of the region as a whole; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20988/18]

15/05/2018WRCC02800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Gov-
ernment published Project Ireland 2040 which incorporates the National Planning Framework 
(NPF) and the 10-year National Development Plan (NDP) in February 2018.  Project Ireland 
prioritises the wellbeing of all of our people, wherever they live and whatever their background.  
The NPF seeks to ensure that the population and economic growth which will take place in 
Ireland to 2040 is shared more evenly across the regions, and it is explicitly stated that securing 
regional balance is the fundamental purpose of the NPF. 

The NDP outlines a programme of capital investment to 2027 which supports the objectives 
of the NPF.  The NDP sets out investment across sectors such as transport, energy, communica-
tions and tourism that will support both regional development and rural development. 

For example, one of the ten strategic outcomes in the NPF is Enhanced Regional Accessibil-
ity.  To support this outcome, the NDP sets out funding of €7.3 billion for investment in regional 
roads and accessibility to the North-West. 

Similarly, the NDP sets out funding of €8.8 billion to support the NPF strategic outcome 
of Empowered Rural Economies and Communities.  This includes investment in broadband, 
agriculture and tourism, as well as the establishment of a new Rural Regeneration and Devel-
opment Fund which will provide an additional €1 billion over the next ten years to support the 
development of our smaller towns, villages and rural areas.  
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I am aware of the campaign referred to by the Deputy.  It is very encouraging to see young 
people engaged in the debate around rural and regional development and seeking to ensure that 
they have the opportunities that they deserve within their own regions.  Realising these oppor-
tunities is very much the objective of the NPF and NDP.  Delivering the strategic outcomes of 
the NPF will ensure that we achieve regional balance and prosperity for all areas of the country 
for the future.

15/05/2018WRCC02900CLÁR Programme

15/05/2018WRCC03000522. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
funding available for the CLÁR Programme in 2018; the number of CLÁR projects that have 
been applied for by the local authorities in counties Westmeath and Clare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21129/18]

15/05/2018WRCC03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): CLÁR is a 
targeted capital investment programme for rural areas which have experienced significant lev-
els of depopulation.

I launched the 2018 CLÁR programme on 15 March last, with an indicative allocation of €5 
million for qualifying projects under the following measures:

- Measure 1:  Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures

- Measure 2:  Play Areas/Multi-Use Games Areas 

- Measure 3:  First Response Support Measure 

Applications for funding under Measures 1 and 2 were submitted via the Local Authorities 
who were asked to submit up to 15 applications in total between the two measures to my De-
partment for consideration under the scheme.  Applications under measure 3 were submitted to 
the Department directly by groups involved as first responders in emergency situations.

The closing date for submission of applications was 30th April. In total, more than 400 ap-
plications were received including the following from counties Westmeath and Clare:

Measure Westmeath Clare
1 12 3
2 3 12
3 5 2

My officials are currently assessing all applications received under the 2018 CLÁR pro-
gramme and I hope to be in a position to announce the successful 2018 CLÁR projects in the 
coming weeks.

15/05/2018WRCC03200Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRCC03300523. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of staff in his Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South is-
sues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21270/18]

15/05/2018WRCC03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
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ment was established in July 2017 to deliver on the Government’s commitment to bring a 
greater degree of coordination and cohesion to all of the work of Government insofar as it 
impacts on rural Ireland and communities.  My colleague, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, Mr. Simon Coveney, T.D., has the primary responsibility for leading on North South is-
sues.  Accordingly, my Department does not have any staff assigned solely or primarily to work 
on North-South issues. 

North-South issues do impact on regional and rural businesses, as well as on communities.  
In this context, North-South matters are shared across different policy areas, rather than being 
assigned to a single Unit or to dedicated staff.

15/05/2018WRCC03500Social Insurance Data

15/05/2018WRCC03600524. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated revenue that would be raised by introducing a new employers’ rate of pay 
related social insurance of 15.75% on the portion of salary paid in excess of €100,000 per an-
num. [21192/18]

15/05/2018WRCC03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): It 
is estimated that increasing the rate of pay related social insurance to 15.75% on the portion of 
salary paid in excess of €100,000 per annum would yield €323.2 million in a full year.

This estimate is based on PRSI Class A contributors.  It uses the latest available data and 
reflects macro-economic indicators for 2018. It should be noted that the estimate does not take 
into account any possible changes in employer behaviour arising from changing rates of con-
tribution.  

15/05/2018WRCC03800Public Services Card

15/05/2018WRCC03900525. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she will address concerns that section 5 of the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil 
Registration Bill 2017 undermines privacy by allowing private bodies to use the public services 
card as a form of identification; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20796/18]

15/05/2018WRCC04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Un-
der current legislation, a Public Services Card (PSC) cannot be requested by any public or 
private body or person that is not designated as a specified body in Schedule 5 of the Social 
Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 (as amended).  The PSC can only be used by public bodies 
specified in this legislation when conducting a public transaction with the person concerned.

One of the provisions set out in Section 5 of the Social Welfare, Pensions, and Civil Reg-
istration Bill 2017 would, if enacted, enable citizens to volunteer their PSC where they wish 
to use it as a form of proof of identity and/or age.  However, it is important to note that a non-
specified body could not request or demand the production of a PSC.   It simply gives individu-
als the option to use their PSC if they wished, as proof of identity and/or age, in transactions 
with non-specified bodies.

It is clear from customer feedback that they should be allowed to volunteer the card to non-
specified bodies if it suits them to do so, for the purposes of ID verification.  Customers often 
report that private companies insist on a State-issued photographic ID such as a passport or 
driver’s license which they might not have and which attracts a cost.  In contrast, the PSC is 



Questions - Written Answers

226

free of charge. 

For the sake of clarity, therefore, the Deputy should note that this proposal in no way allows 
nor can a private sector body access the customer data on the card or on any Government data-
base. It simply provides for the card be accepted as a form of identity verification by a private 
sector organisation or non-specified body - but only at the sole discretion of the card holder.   
Far from undermining privacy, I believe that this approach gives power to the individual to 
control access to and use of their PSC.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRCC04100JobPath Programme

15/05/2018WRCC04200526. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if Turas Nua is a private limited company; the payments made to Turas Nua to operate 
its contract with her Department; the period of time over which these payments have been 
made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20805/18]

15/05/2018WRCC04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Tu-
ras Nua is a joint venture between FRS Recruitment and Working Links.

Turas Nua is registered with the Companies Registration Office as Turas Nua Ltd., Registra-
tion No: 3344143VH and for which Tax Clearance Certificates have been issued.

It is not intended to publish the individual payments to the JobPath companies as these are 
commercially sensitive and to do so would place the State at a disadvantage both in terms of the 
contracts now in place and any future procurement that may be undertaken. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRCC04400Carer’s Allowance Applications

15/05/2018WRCC04500527. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when an application for a carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) will 
be completed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20809/18]

15/05/2018WRCC04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

I confirm that my Department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
7 March 2018.

The application is currently being examined by a deciding officer and once processed, the 
person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRCC04700Carer’s Allowance Data
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15/05/2018WRCC04800528. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of new applications for carer’s allowance lodged with her Department; the number 
approved; and the number finalised with a refusal letter issued to the applicant; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20817/18]

15/05/2018WRCC04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested by the Deputy is detailed in the following table:

Carer’s Allowance applications registered, awarded and rejected in April 2018

Registered Awarded Rejected
1,797 1,538 731

15/05/2018WRCC05000Social Welfare Appeals Data

15/05/2018WRCC05100529. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of open applications in the social welfare appeals office; the length it usually takes 
from the time a case is referred to the office before it is concluded; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20818/18]

15/05/2018WRCC05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.  

The number of appeals on hands in the Social Welfare Appeals Office at 30 April 2018 was 
8,853.

The time taken to process an appeal reflects a number of factors including that the appeals 
process is a quasi-judicial process with appeals officers being required to decide all appeals on 
a ‘de-novo’ basis.  In addition, appeals decisions are themselves subject to review by the higher 
courts and decisions have to be formally written up to quasi-judicial standards.  

Other factors that influence appeals processing times include the quality of the initial deci-
sion – in this respect the Department has changed the decisions process in respect of medical 
schemes, in order to provide more information to the claimant.  I expect that this will help to 
reduce the number of appeals over time.

Significant efforts and resources have been devoted to reforming the appeal process in re-
cent years.  As a result, appeal processing times improved between 2011 and 2017 from 52.5 
weeks for an oral hearing in 2011 to 26.4 weeks in 2017 and from 25.1 weeks for a summary 
decision in 2011 to 19.8 weeks in 2017.  The most recent figures for the period January to April 
2018 are 29.9 weeks for an oral hearing and 25.3 weeks for a summary decision.

A number of new appeals officers have joined the Appeals Office over the past year, to 
replace staff leaving on retirement.  Given the complexity of the appeals process it takes some 
time for new staff to be trained up and develop expertise.  This changeover in staff led to longer 
times to conclude in the first four months of 2018.  However, the Chief Appeals Officer has 
advised that she is hopeful that processing times will improve over the course of 2018.

Finally, it should be noted that an appellant can claim supplementary welfare allowance 
pending the outcome of their appeal and that any favourable decisions are backdated to the 
original date of the claim. 
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I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

15/05/2018WRCC05300Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRCC05400530. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the value of contracts for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. 
[20852/18]

15/05/2018WRCC05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):  
The information requested is currently being compiled within the Department and will be made 
available to the Deputy as soon as possible.  

15/05/2018WRDD00200Labour Activation Programmes

15/05/2018WRDD00300531. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if the change in rules that allows persons on JobPath to take up places on community 
employment and Tús schemes extends also to the RSS and CSP schemes; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20883/18]

15/05/2018WRDD00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Job-
Path is one of a range of activation supports, including employment schemes such as Commu-
nity Employment (CE) and Tús, catering for unemployed jobseekers.   

As the Deputy is aware, the rural social scheme (RSS) provides an income support payment 
to low income farmers and fishermen while they undertake certain services of benefit to rural 
communities.  

The Community Services Programme (CSP) funding is primarily intended to contribute 
towards the costs of employing full-time equivalent workers, and in some cases, a contribution 
towards the cost of employing a manager to deliver services by community based not-for-profit 
enterprises across the State.

From June 2018. jobseekers referred to JobPath will be able to apply for CE and Tús place-
ments while continuing their engagement with JobPath.  As the current selection process for 
JobPath excludes those jobseekers categorised as self-employed including those actively farm-
ing or fishing, those eligible for RSS should not be impacted by this change once my Depart-
ment is aware of their farming and fishing activities.  While attending the JobPath service 
provider, it is open to a jobseeker to apply for any part-time or full-time employment including 
employment supported by CSP.

15/05/2018WRDD00500Social Welfare Benefits

15/05/2018WRDD00600532. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if clarification on the annual statement of a person (details supplied) will be provided; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [20890/18]

15/05/2018WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned received conflicting statements of amounts 
of benefits received from my Department and this is very much regretted.  It was an unfortunate 
combination of genuine clerical error and an interaction between two different claims and pay-
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ment systems currently in operation in my Department that resulted in this happening. 

The Department will issue a fresh statement to the person concerned from the Intreo Centre 
in Tralee in the next couple of days and this will be the definitive position on the matter. Any 
inconvenience caused to the person concerned is sincerely regretted.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRDD00800Social Welfare Rates

15/05/2018WRDD00900533. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the estimated cost of a €1 increase in schemes (details supplied) in tabular form 
[20893/18]

15/05/2018WRDD01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information that the Deputy is looking for is detailed in the following series of tables:

Table 1: Indicative Cost of Each €1 Increase in Personal and IQA Rates

Payment Personal €m       Qualified Adult €m Total €m
Social Insurance 
Schemes
State Pension (Con-
tributory)

 €    19.19  €      2.95  €     22.15 

Widow/er’s or Sur-
viving Civil Part-
ner’s (Con) Pension 
– Under 66 years 

 €      1.60  €       1.60 

Widow/er’s or Sur-
viving Civil Part-
ner’s (Con) Pension 
– Over 66 years

 €      4.44  €       4.44 

Deserted Wife’s 
Benefit – Under 66 
years 

 €      0.22  €       0.22 

 Deserted Wife’s 
Benefit – Over 66 
years

 €      0.11  €       0.11 

Invalidity Pension – 
Under 66 years                                       

 €      3.09  €      0.31  €       3.40 

Invalidity Pension – 
Over 66 years                                       

N/A  €      0.03  €       0.03 

Guardian’s Payment 
(Contributory)

 €      0.06  €       0.06 

Death Benefit Pen-
sion

 €      0.04  €       0.04 

Disablement Pension  €      0.26  €       0.26 
Illness Benefit  €      2.70  €      0.21  €       2.91 
Injury Benefit  €      0.08  €      0.01  €       0.08 
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Payment Personal €m       Qualified Adult €m Total €m
Incapacity Supple-
ment

 €      0.05  €      0.01  €       0.06 

Jobseeker’s Benefit  €      1.57  €      0.14  €       1.71 
Carer’s Benefit  €      0.14  €          -    €       0.14 
Health and Safety 
Benefit

 €      0.00  €      0.00  €       0.00 

Maternity & Adop-
tive Benefit 

 €      1.07  €          -    €       1.07 

Paternity Benefit  €      0.06  €          -    €       0.06 

Social Assistance 
Schemes
State Pension (Non 
Con)

 €      4.93  €      0.11  €       5.03 

Blind Person’s Pen-
sion                            

 €      0.06  €      0.00  €       0.07 

Widow/ers or Sur-
viving Civil Part-
ner’s (Non-Con) 
Pension                    

 €      0.07  €       0.07 

Deserted Wife’s Al-
lowance 

 €      0.01  €       0.01 

One-Parent Family 
Payment                     

 €      2.03  €       2.03 

Carer’s Allowance – 
Under 66 Years                   

 €      2.27  €          -    €       2.27 

Carer’s Allowance – 
Over 66 Years                                

 €      0.13  €          -    €       0.13 

Half Rate Carer’s 
Allowance – Under 
66 years  

 €      0.62  €       0.62 

 Half Rate Carer’s 
Allowance – Over 
66 years  

 €      0.31  €       0.31 

Guardian’s Payment 
(Non-Contributory)

 €      0.03  €       0.03 

Jobseeker’s Allow-
ance - Long Term 

 €      4.48  €      0.83  €       5.31 

Jobseeker’s Allow-
ance - Short Term 

 €      2.04  €      0.36  €       2.40 

JA under 25 on €100 
rate

 €      0.82  €      0.01  €       0.83 

JA under 26 on €144 
rate

 €      0.14  €      0.00  €       0.14 

Pre-Retirement Al-
lowance

 €      0.00  €      0.00  €       0.00 

Disability Allowance  €      7.51  €      0.45  €       7.96 
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Payment Personal €m       Qualified Adult €m Total €m
Farm Assist  €      0.36  €      0.12  €       0.47 
Employment Support 
Schemes  (BTWA & 
BTEA)

 €      0.79  €      0.11  €       0.91 

Employment/Intern-
ship Schemes (CE, 
Tús, RSS etc.)

 €      1.62  €      0.22  €       1.84 

Supplementary Wel-
fare Allowance

 €      0.79  €      0.13  €       0.92 

OVERALL TOTAL €63.70 €6.01 €69.71
Table 2: Cost of €1 increase as per Programme Area 

Programme Area Cost                             €m
Pensioners – Aged 66 and over State Pen-
sion (Contributory), Invalidity Pension 
(Aged 65), Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil 
Partner’s Contributory Pension, Deserted 
Wife’s Benefit, State Pension (Non-Con), 
Carer’s Allowance, Half Rate Carer’s Al-
lowance

32.21

Working Age - Aged under 66 years 
People with Disabilities Invalidity Pension, 
Disability Allowance, Blind Pension, Inca-
pacity Supplement, Disablement Pension

11.74

CarersCarer’s Allowance, Half Rate Carer’s 
Allowance, Carer’s Benefit

3.03

Employment Supports Back To Work Al-
lowance, Back To Education Allowance, 
Community Employment Programme, TÚS, 
Rural Social Scheme, Jobs Initiative

2.74

All Other Rates Widow/er’s Pension or 
Surviving Civil Partner’s (Contributory), 
Deserted Wife’s Benefit, Death Benefit Pen-
sion, Jobseeker’s Benefit, Illness Benefit, 
Health & Safety Benefit, Injury Benefit, 
Guardian’s Payment (Contributory), Job-
seeker’s Allowance, Pre-Retirement Allow-
ance, Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil Part-
ner’s Pension (Non-Con), Deserted Wife’s 
Allowance, Farm Assist, One Parent Family 
Payment, SWA, Guardian’s Payment (Non-
Con), Part Time Job Incentive, Maternity/
Adoptive/Paternity Benefit   

19.98

Overall Total – including Pensioners 69.71
Table 3: Increases to other Schemes/Payments 
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Scheme Cost  €m
€1 increase in the monthly rate of Child 
Benefit 

14.76

€1 increase in the rate of Fuel Allowance 9.91
Increase the duration of the Fuel Allowance 
by one week

8.58

€1 increase in the rate of the Increase for a 
Qualified Child

17.58

€1 change in the rate of Living Alone Al-
lowance (for everyone)  
- Pensioners only       - 
Other schemes (Invalidity Pension, Disabil-
ity Allowance, Blind Pension and Widow’s/
Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
Non-Contributory Pension

11.008.802.20

The costs shown above are on a full year basis and are based on the estimated number of 
recipients in 2019 except for the Fuel Allowance costing which is based on the on the estimated 
number of recipients in 2018.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in 
the context of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients 
for 2019.

15/05/2018WRDD01100Drugs Task Forces

15/05/2018WRDD01200534. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the local and regional drugs task forces that have a representative from her Department on 
the task force in each of the years 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; the number 
of meetings that took place; the number that were attended by the representative from her De-
partment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20903/18]

15/05/2018WRDD01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department continues to engage with the Local and Regional Drug and Alcohol Task Forces 
with focused services to support the re-integration of people recovering from substance misuse 
into the labour market.  

The record of meetings held and attended by a representative from my Department, can be 
found in the table below.  DEASP local management appoint a representative to attend based 
on appropriateness and necessity, taking account of meeting agenda.

Local Task 
Force Name

2016 number 
of meetings 
held

2016 number 
of meetings 
attended by 
DEASP

2017 number 
of meetings 
held

2017 number 
of meetings 
attended by 
DEASP

2018 number 
of meetings 
held up to 
May 18

2018 number 
of meetings 
attended by 
DEASP 

North Inner 
City

10 9 11 9 4 4

Regional 
Task Force 
Name
South West 7 5 8 2 1 0
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Local Task 
Force Name

2016 number 
of meetings 
held

2016 number 
of meetings 
attended by 
DEASP

2017 number 
of meetings 
held

2017 number 
of meetings 
attended by 
DEASP

2018 number 
of meetings 
held up to 
May 18

2018 number 
of meetings 
attended by 
DEASP 

Southern 5 5 5 2 3 0
North East-
ern

4 2 4 1 4 2

TOTAL 26 21 28 14 12 6

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRDD01400Carer’s Allowance Appeals

15/05/2018WRDD01500535. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an appeal for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20904/18]

15/05/2018WRDD01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 8 February 2018.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. These 
papers have been received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 15 March 2018 and the case 
has been referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based 
on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRDD01700Disability Allowance Appeals

15/05/2018WRDD01800536. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an appeal for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20920/18]

15/05/2018WRDD01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
registered in that office on 11 April 2018.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 26 April 2018 and the case has 
been referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRDD02000Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

15/05/2018WRDD02100537. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20924/18]

15/05/2018WRDD02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

It is a condition for receipt of CA that the applicant’s means are less than the statutory limit 
which in this case is €265.10 weekly.

CA was in payment to the person concerned from 2 May 2013 to 9 May 2018. Once claims 
are in payment, the Department periodically reviews them to ensure that there is continued 
entitlement. Depending on the circumstances in each case and to make best use of resources, a 
review may only concentrate on a specific condition of entitlement. 

Means are any income belonging to the carer and their spouse, civil partner, or cohabitant, 
property, (except their own home) or an asset that could bring in money or provide them with 
an income, for example occupational pensions, or pensions or benefits from another country.

Following a review, CA was disallowed and her payment stopped as her means of €325.17 
exceeded the statutory limit.

The person concerned was notified on 14 April 2018 of this decision the reason for it and 
her right of review and appeal. 

The person concerned has not requested a review of this decision.

The person concerned continues to receive a domiciliary care allowance (DCA).  DCA is a 
monthly payment for a child aged under 16 with a severe disability, who requires ongoing care 
and attention, substantially over and above the care and attention usually required by a child of 
the same age. It is not means tested.

While receiving DCA, the person concerned will continue to receive the annual carer’s sup-
port grant, which is payable on the first Thursday in June each year.

It would also be open to the spouse of the person concerned to apply for carer’s leave from 
his employment.  The Carer’s Leave Act 2001 allows employees to leave their employment 
temporarily to provide full-time care for someone in need of full-time care and attention. They 
may be entitled to take carer’s leave of at least 13 weeks up to a maximum of 104 weeks.  

While on this leave, they may be entitled to carer’s benefit (CARB) which is a payment 
made to insured people who leave the workforce to care for a person(s) in need of full-time care 
and attention.  It is not means-tested but based on the PRSI paid by the employee.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRDD02300Exceptional Needs Payment Applications
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15/05/2018WRDD02400538. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if assistance by way of an exceptional needs payment can be facilitated in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20926/18]

15/05/2018WRDD02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned contacted the community welfare officer on 12/3/18 seeking assistance with 
utility bills.  A SWA1 form was sent by post to the person concerned on the same day.  This form 
together with supporting documentation has not been returned to date.  The application will be 
considered when the necessary documentation is received.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

15/05/2018WRDD02600Pensions Reform

15/05/2018WRDD02700539. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the percentage rate of pension that would be payable for new applicants post-2020 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20990/18]

15/05/2018WRDD02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018-2023 confirmed the Government’s position that the State 
pension will be reformed and will remain as the fundamental basis of the pension system in 
Ireland.  To do this, the Government will introduce from 2020 a ‘Total Contributions Approach’ 
(TCA) for the State Pension (Contributory).  The TCA is advanced as a more logical and trans-
parent system, where the individual’s lifetime contribution will more closely match the benefit 
received.  The TCA will ensure that the totality of a person’s social insurance contributions - as 
opposed to the timing of them - determines their final pension outcome. 

The model of TCA which will be in place for all new pensioners from 2020 will be decided 
upon following a period of public consultation that will be launched shortly.  As the outcome 
of this process and the Government decision and legislation which will follow it cannot be pre-
empted, I cannot say how particular sets of circumstances may be affected. However, I can say 
that the percentage rate paid to pensioners will vary depending on their PRSI records.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

15/05/2018WRDD02900Farm Assist Scheme Appeals

15/05/2018WRDD03000540. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a farm assist appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [21001/18]

15/05/2018WRDD03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully con-
sidered all of the available evidence including that adduced at the oral hearing, has decided to 
disallow the appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the 
Appeals Officer’s decision 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  
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15/05/2018WRDD03200Working Family Payment Payments

15/05/2018WRDD03300541. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a renewal of the working family payment in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21003/18]

15/05/2018WRDD03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP), formerly known as Family Income Supplement, is a weekly 
tax-free payment which provides additional income support to employees on low earnings with 
children WFP is paid for fifty-two weeks at a time and a person must re-apply at the end of each 
fifty-two week period to have their payment renewed. 

The Working Family Payment of the person concerned is due for renewal on 6th June 2018 
when his weekly payment will increase to €112.00 per week.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRDD03500Public Services Card

15/05/2018WRDD03600542. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason a person (details supplied) in County Cork requires a long form birth cer-
tificate to get a public services card. [21048/18]

15/05/2018WRDD03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned has produced documents sufficient to complete SAFE registration and, there-
fore, will receive a Public Services Card. An appointment will be arranged for the person con-
cerned to return to the office to complete the process.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRDD03800Carer’s Allowance Appeals

15/05/2018WRDD03900543. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance for a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [21052/18]

15/05/2018WRDD04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s Allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment, made to a person who is 
providing full-time care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require 
this level of care.

The Department periodically reviews claims in payment to ensure that there is continued 
entitlement.  

Following a review in this case, which involved an investigation by a social welfare inspec-
tor, it was decided that the person concerned was no longer providing full-time care and atten-
tion as required. 

The person concerned was notified on 24 January 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of his right of review and appeal.  

The person concerned requested a review of the decision and submitted additional evidence 
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in support of a review.  Following this review, the decision remained unchanged and the person 
concerned was notified on 26th March 2018 of the outcome. 

I understand from the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an appeal was requested on 21 
March 2018.  On 9 April 2018, the person concerned notified my Department he wished to 
withdraw his appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRDD04100Pensions Data

15/05/2018WRDD04200544. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of persons awarded a full contributory pension based on having no more 
than the minimum ten qualifying years and 520 paid social insurance contributions in each of 
the years 2012 to 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21076/18]

15/05/2018WRDD04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
number of people who qualified for maximum rate state pension (contributory) in each of the 
years 2012 to 2017 with exactly 520 social insurance contributions paid is set out in the follow-
ing table:

Year 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
No. of 
claimants 

1 1 0 0 0 2

The numbers in those years who have qualified for maximum rate state pension (contribu-
tory) with 10 years but less than 11 years paid contributions (i.e. with between 520 and 571 paid 
contributions) are currently being compiled and will be sent to the Deputy directly.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRDD04400Carer’s Allowance Applications

15/05/2018WRDD04500545. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to increase staffing in the carer’s allowance section in view of the time it is taking to 
have applications processed as in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [21081/18]

15/05/2018WRDD04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
confirm that my department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person con-
cerned on 26 January 2018.

My Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers. This in-
cludes ensuring that applications are processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as 
quickly as possible. 

Before a decision can be made on entitlement to carer’s allowance, evidence must be pro-
vided in respect of the care recipient’s care requirement, the level of care the carer provides 
and the carer’s means. In general, social welfare schemes with a number of complex qualifying 
conditions can take longer to process. This is compounded if the documentary evidence pro-
vided at initial application stage is incomplete or insufficient; this is often the case with carer’s 
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allowance applications. 

Additional information was requested from the person concerned on 11 May 2018.  Once 
the information is received the application will be processed without delay and she will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome.

Staff have been re-assigned within the carer’s allowance area to work on claims processing 
and it is expected that this will improve the processing times for this scheme over the coming 
weeks. As a result at the end of April the average waiting time improved to 18 weeks. 

A redesigned application form will be published shortly; this new form will allow carers to 
provide more information on the type and level of care they provide, with an aim to providing 
Deciding Officers with the information they need to expedite decisions on entitlement.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRDD04700Carer’s Benefit Applications

15/05/2018WRDD04800546. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an application by a person (details supplied); if the matter will be expedited; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21164/18]

15/05/2018WRDD04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care 
for a person(s) in need of full-time care and attention.

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 29 March 2018.

To qualify the carer must satisfy PRSI conditions, employment conditions, show that they 
are or will be providing full-time care and attention and must show that the care recipient re-
quires full-time care and attention.

The PRSI condition requires that the carer must have 156 paid contributions since their en-
try into insurable employment and one of the following: 

- 39 paid contributions in the 2nd last complete tax year before the year in which CARB is 
claimed 

Or 

- 39 paid contributions in the 12 months before carers benefit starts 

Or 

- 26 paid contributions in the 2nd last complete tax year before the year in which CARB is 
claimed and 26 paid contributions in the tax year before that. 

Credited or voluntary contributions cannot be used to satisfy this condition. 

The paid PRSI contributions must belong to the following PRSI classes: A, B, C, D, H and 
E. 

This CARB application was disallowed on the grounds that this condition was not satisfied. 

The person concerned was notified on 11 May 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and of 
her right of review and appeal.
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The person concerned was refused carer’s allowance in 2016 as her means exceeded the 
statutory limit. It is open to her to re-apply if her means have changed.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRDD05000Social Welfare Code Review

15/05/2018WRDD05100547. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to review further the allowance for board and lodgings that can be offset against 
the moneys paid to au pairs; if consideration will be given to defining a category of cultural au 
pair to capture the short-term stays of young persons who come to stay with families to improve 
their English, take part-time courses and perform certain duties in the home that distinguishes 
them from domestic workers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21274/18]

15/05/2018WRDD05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
There is no separate legal definition of the term “au pair” in Irish legislation, and individuals 
described as “au pairs”, “nannies” or “child-minders” are not exempted or treated as separate 
categories of workers under Irish employment law.  Ireland’s body of employment rights legis-
lation protects all employees who are legally employed on an employer-employee basis, regard-
less of what title is given to them.  Therefore, once it is clear that a person is working under a 
contract of employment (written or verbal), on a full-time or part-time basis, that person has the 
same protection under employment law as other employees, including entitlement to the nation-
al minimum wage.  The National Minimum Wage Act 2000 defines a contract of employment as 
a contract of service or apprenticeship, or any other contract whereby an individual agrees with 
another person to do or perform personally any work or service for that person.

All employers, including those in private homes, carry the same obligations in relation to 
compliance with employment law.  

Under the National Minimum Wage Act 2000, certain reckonable components may be taken 
into account in determining an employee’s average hourly rate.  In this context, if an employer 
provides an employee with full board and lodgings, or lodgings only or full board only, a fixed 
monetary allowance can be included as reckonable pay (this amount is prescribed by Statutory 
Instrument). 

In 2017 the Low Pay Commission published a report on the allowances provided for board 
and lodgings under the National Minimum Wage Act.  The Commission drew a number of con-
clusions from its examination of the history, background and operation of the board and lodg-
ings offset, and from the submissions and oral evidence presented to it by workers, employers 
and WRC enforcement officers.

The Commission’s findings included that 

- the allowances do not reflect market value and it was not intended that they would do so; 

- the allowances are intended as a form of protection for minimum wage workers against 
exploitation, and as recognition to employers that there is a cost to the provision of board and 
lodgings to employees.

The report (available in full at www.lowpaycommission.ie/Publications) also noted that the 
allowances are not in widespread use and the number of people affected by the allowances is 
relatively small. 
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While the Low Pay Commission did not recommend an immediate or specific change in the 
allowances, it did recommend the retention of the allowances, and that “in future the rate may 
be reviewed annually in conjunction with the review of the National Minimum Wage”.  The rec-
ommendations of the Commission were considered and accepted by Government.  The changes 
recommended by the Low Pay Commission were brought into force by an Order signed by me 
on 11 October 2017 (and the changes came into effect from 1 January 2018).  I also provided 
for an increase in the allowances of 3.2%, an increase that was in line with the increase in the 
national minimum wage which also came into effect on 1 January.

The rates currently provided (under S.I. No. 440 of 2017 (National Minimum Wage Order 
2017)) are:

(i) for board only, €0.85 per hour worked

(ii) for lodgings only, €22.56 per week, or €3.24 per day.

These rates do not only relate to Au Pairs but to any employee engaged on a contract of em-
ployment as defined in the National Minimum Wage Act.  I currently have no plans to legislate 
to define a specific category of worker to which these rates apply.

15/05/2018WRDD05300Disability Activation Projects

15/05/2018WRDD05400548. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when applicants to the Ability programme will be informed of the result of the application 
process; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21250/18]

15/05/2018WRDD05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Ability programme is a new pre-activation programme for young people with disabilities (aged 
15 - 29) designed to assist participants in their transition from school to further education and 
employment.  This will be undertaken using person-centred, case management approaches that 
support participants to identify and follow progression pathways based on both their needs and 
their potential.  The programme will be delivered by national, regional or local organisations 
from around the country that have experience of working with people with a disability.

The programme will be funded under the ESF Programme for Employability, Inclusion and 
Learning (PEIL) operational programme, 2014-2020 (PEIL, 2014 – 20) and the Irish Exche-
quer.

The programme is being managed by Pobal on behalf of the Department.  Pobal’s call for 
applications for funding closed at the end of January.  There has been a significant level of inter-
est in the Ability programme, with 59 applications received. 

Pobal have recently completed their appraisals of all 59 applications received against the 
selection criteria for the programme, as published on Pobal’s website - www.pobal.ie. 

Their recommendations are currently being considered by my Department and it is envis-
aged that the successful applicants will be notified by the end of May. 

I hope that clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WREE00200Departmental Staff Data
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15/05/2018WREE00300549. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of staff in her Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-
South issues; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21263/18]

15/05/2018WREE00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department in conjunction with our counterparts in Northern Ireland liaise on North- South is-
sues through a number of initiatives.  

The Department is a partner in the EURES Ireland/ Northern Ireland Cross Border Partner-
ship which addresses the obstacles that cross border workers, employers and jobseekers face, 
for example, jobseekers that need information on employment and training opportunities on 
both sides of the border, providing information on cross border taxation issues, social security 
benefits and medical services, and by opening up recruitment opportunities in the cross border 
region.  The Partnership aims to assist employers by providing them with access to a larger pool 
of labour i.e.  jobseekers living on both sides of the border.  Advice is available to employers on 
a range of cross-border recruitment issues.  The Partnership covers all of Northern Ireland and 
the border counties of Ireland (Louth, Cavan, Monaghan, Donegal, Sligo and Leitrim).  

An annual Summer School is run jointly by my Department and the Department for Com-
munities, (DfC), Northern Ireland.  It provides an opportunity for staff to analyse and debate 
topical social policy issues facing both jurisdictions.  It also facilitates an exchange of views 
and insights between staff from both departments.

Staff are also encouraged to participate in bodies such as the North- South Ministerial Coun-
cil when posts become available.  There are currently two staff members from my Department 
on secondment to this body.

Given the nature of the work carried out by my Department, staff across all scheme areas are 
in regular contact with their counterparts in the respective Departments/Agencies in Northern 
Ireland.  With this regular contact and in conjunction with the above mentioned initiatives, my 
Department is continually engaging with North-South issues.

15/05/2018WREE00500Carer’s Allowance Applications

15/05/2018WREE00600550. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [21306/18]

15/05/2018WREE00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

CA was awarded to the person concerned on 24 April 2018 and the first payment issued to 
her nominated post office on 10 May 2018.  

Arrears of allowance due from to 4 January 2018 have also issued.  The person concerned 
was notified of these details on 24 April 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WREE00800Carer’s Allowance Applications
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15/05/2018WREE00900551. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [21307/18]

15/05/2018WREE01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

My department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 25 September 
2017.  

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care.

The person concerned was notified on 25 January 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.  A review of this decision was sought on 23 February 2018.  
The outcome of the review is that the original decision remains unchanged.

The person concerned was notified on 7 March 2018 of the outcome and of her right of ap-
peal.  

The person concerned appealed this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  
A submission in support of the decision has been forwarded along with the file on 10 May 2018 
to the SWAO for determination.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WREE01100Gender Recognition

15/05/2018WREE01200552. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the timeline for the review of the Gender Recognition Act 2015; the date she expects the review 
group’s findings to be released; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21316/18]

15/05/2018WREE01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Section 7 of the Gender Recognition Act 2015 provides for the Minister to undertake a review 
of the Act.  The Deputy may be aware that, in November 2017, I established a group to conduct 
that review.  

The group is chaired by Moninne Griffith, Executive Director of BeLonG To, the national 
organisation for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) young people, aged between 
14 and 23.   

It also includes a child participation expert, a law lecturer and  representatives from Trans-
gender Equality Network of Ireland (TENI); IndividualiTy (BeLonG To’s youth group for 
Transgender young people in Dublin), the Health Services Executive (HSE), the Departments 
of Employment Affairs and Social Protection; Children and Youth Affairs; Justice and Equal-
ity; Education and Skills; and Foreign Affairs and Trade.  The secretariat is provided by my 
Department.    

Central to the review is a public consultation process.  In early January, I announced a public 
call for submissions and, I am pleased to say, that it attracted a significant level of response with 
over 90 submissions received.  
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I understand that the work of the Review Group is well advanced and I expect to receive its 
report shortly.  Following my consideration of the report, and any recommendations made by 
the Review Group, I will lay my report before the Oireachtas as provided for in Section 7 of 
the Act.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WREE01400Carer’s Allowance Applications

15/05/2018WREE01500553. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [21331/18]

15/05/2018WREE01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):  
The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
registered in that office on 28 March 2018.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 13 April 2018 and the case will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The request by the person concerned for an oral hearing of this appeal will be brought to the 
attention of the Appeals Officer who is assigned this case.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

15/05/2018WREE01700Carer’s Allowance Applications

15/05/2018WREE01800554. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [21332/18]

15/05/2018WREE01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
department received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 
the 29 December 2017.  

CA is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident 
in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person who has such a dis-
ability that they require that level of care.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

Following the failure of the applicant to provide requested information on two occasions, 
the matter was referred to a local social welfare inspector (SWI) on 10 May 2018 to assess the 
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level of care being provided, assess means and confirm that all the conditions for receipt of CA 
are satisfied.  Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made and the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WREE02000Carer’s Allowance Review

15/05/2018WREE02100555. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) will be re-
viewed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21334/18]

15/05/2018WREE02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

CA was awarded to the person concerned on 10 May 2018 and the first payment will issue 
to her nominated bank account on 17 May 2018.  

Arrears of allowance due from to 09 November 2017 to 16 May 2018 will also issue.  The 
person concerned was notified of these details on 10 May 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WREE02300Carer’s Allowance Applications

15/05/2018WREE02400556. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s benefit allowance by a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21335/18]

15/05/2018WREE02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care 
for a person(s) in need of full-time care and attention.

An application for carer’s benefit (CARB) was received from the person concerned on 28 
February 2018.

The application was awarded to the person concerned on 15 March 2018 and the first pay-
ment issued to his nominated bank account on 29 March 2018.  

The person concerned was notified of these details on 22 March 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WREE02600Carer’s Allowance Applications

15/05/2018WREE02700557. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [21340/18]

15/05/2018WREE02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
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confirm that my department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person con-
cerned on 26 March 2018.  

Additional information was requested from the person concerned on 11 May 2018.  Once 
the information is received the application will be processed and she will be notified directly of 
the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WREE02900Invalidity Pension Applications

15/05/2018WREE03000558. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the reason a claim for invalidity pension by a person (details supplied) was unsuccessful; if this 
claim can be reconsidered; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21347/18]

15/05/2018WREE03100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.  

To qualify for IP a claimant must, inter-alia, have at least 260 (5 years) paid PRSI contribu-
tions since entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid or credited in the last or second 
last complete contribution year before the date of their claim.  Only PRSI classes A, E, H or S 
contributions are reckonable for IP purposes.  Paid voluntary contributions are not reckonable 
for IP purposes.   

The department received a claim for IP for the lady concerned on the 12 April 2018.  She 
was refused IP on the grounds that the contribution conditions for the scheme were not satis-
fied.  She was notified on the 16 April 2018 of this decision, the reasons for it and of her right 
of review and appeal.

A person who has an insufficient PRSI contribution record to qualify for a social insurance 
benefit/pension may apply for the appropriate means-tested social assistance scheme.  Disabil-
ity Allowance (DA) is a weekly allowance paid to people with a specified disability who are 
aged over 16 and under 66.  The disability must be expected to last for at least one year and the 
allowance is subject to a medical assessment, a means test and a habitual residency test.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy  

15/05/2018WREE03200Carer’s Allowance Applications

15/05/2018WREE03300559. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [21359/18]

15/05/2018WREE03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

My department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 6 December 
2017.  
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It is a condition for receipt of CA that every claimant shall furnish such certificates, docu-
ments, information and evidence as may be required for the purposes of deciding their claim.

This application was disallowed on the grounds that the carer was not providing full-time 
care and attention as required and that she failed to furnish information requested by the decid-
ing officer on 28 February 2018.  

The person concerned was notified on 9 April 2018 of this decision, the reasons for it and of 
her right of review and appeal.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WREE03500Carer’s Allowance Applications

15/05/2018WREE03600560. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [21360/18]

15/05/2018WREE03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully consid-
ered all of the available evidence, has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by 
way of a summary decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s 
decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WREE03800Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

15/05/2018WREE03900561. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason a person (details supplied) has been refused a place on a community employ-
ment scheme. [21361/18]

15/05/2018WREE04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
the Deputy is aware, one of the eligibility requirements to participate on Community Employ-
ment (CE) is that a person must be in receipt of a qualifying payment from my Department for 
a minimum period of 12 months.  In order to be eligible for Community Employment a person 
can work up to a maximum of 30 days in a 12 month period prior to application.  The person in 
question is currently working one day per week.  He has worked more than 30 days in the 12 
month period prior to application and is, therefore, not eligible to participate on the Community 
Employment scheme at this time.

15/05/2018WREE04100Carer’s Allowance Applications

15/05/2018WREE04200562. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [21365/18]
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15/05/2018WREE04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully consid-
ered all of the available evidence, has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by 
way of a summary decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s 
decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

15/05/2018WREE04400Redundancy Payments

15/05/2018WREE04500563. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 210 of 8 May 2018, if a person (details supplied) can 
seek statutory redundancy from the insolvency fund. [21373/18]

15/05/2018WREE04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
purpose of the Redundancy Payments Scheme is to compensate employees for the loss of their 
job.  In the first instance, it is the employer’s responsibility to pay statutory redundancy to the 
employee should their job become redundant.

If the employer can prove to the satisfaction of my Department that they are unable to make 
the payment, employees have recourse to the Scheme to gain their statutory entitlement.

Under the terms of the Scheme, the redundancy claim form must be signed by both the em-
ployer and the employee.  If the employer refuses to engage with an employee and sign their 
redundancy form, the employee must apply to the Workplace Relations Commission to have 
them adjudicate on their entitlement under the Redundancy Payments Act 1967, as amended.  
If an employee receives an award under this Act, they can submit a copy of the award together 
with a redundancy claim form (RP50) to my Department.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WREE04700Pension Provisions

15/05/2018WREE04800564. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if an organisation (details supplied) will be contacted to address the outstanding pension issues 
with the approximately 200 staff who work there. [21408/18]

15/05/2018WREE04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):  The 
Deputy will appreciate that I cannot comment on issues relating to a particular pension scheme.  
However, generally speaking, trustees of pension schemes have duties and responsibilities un-
der the Pensions Act, under trust law, and under other relevant legislation.  

Trustees must administer the trust in accordance with the law and the terms of the trust deed 
and rules.  The provisions of the Pensions Act are enforced by the Pensions Authority so any 
issues or complaints in relation to a particular scheme should be notified to the Authority for 
action.  The Pensions Authority will assess if there has been a breach of any legal obligations 
and take any necessary action if such a breach is found.



Questions - Written Answers

248

Although the Pensions Authority is under the aegis of my Department, it regulates pension 
schemes entirely independently of my Department.

A scheme member may also make a complaint about their pension scheme to the Financial 
Services and Pensions Ombudsman which is an independent body under the aegis of the De-
partment of Finance.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WREE05000Social Welfare Appeals Status

15/05/2018WREE05100565. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when an appeal lodged by a person (details supplied) in November 2017 will be finalised; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21411/18]

15/05/2018WREE05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was 
referred to an Appeals Officer who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 30 May 
2018.  The person concerned will shortly be notified of the arrangements for the hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matte for the Deputy. 

15/05/2018WREE05300Carer’s Allowance Applications

15/05/2018WREE05400566. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when a decision on a carer’s allowance application will issue to a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [21416/18]

15/05/2018WREE05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

CA was awarded to the person concerned on 30 April 2018 and the first payment will issue 
to his nominated bank account on 17 May 2018.  

Arrears of allowance due from 1 March 2018 to 16 May 2018 will issue shortly.  The person 
concerned was notified of these details on 30 April 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRFF00200Social Welfare Appeals

15/05/2018WRFF00300567. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [21417/18]
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15/05/2018WRFF00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned has been 
referred to an Appeals Officer who will consider the appeal in light of all the evidence submit-
ted.  It is expected that a decision will issue to the person concerned within the next week.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matte for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRFF00500Invalidity Pension Applications

15/05/2018WRFF00600568. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when an application will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [21418/18]

15/05/2018WRFF00700Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
An application for invalidity pension (IP) was received from the gentleman concerned on 04 
December 2017.  This gentleman is in receipt of a state pension with effect from 17 March 2017 
and has been awarded IP with effect from 09 March 2017 to 16 March 2017.

Payment of arrears due from 09 March 2017 to 16 March 2017 (less any overlapping social 
welfare payment) will issue to his nominated bank account on 17 May 2018.  The gentleman in 
question was notified of this decision on the 11 May 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRFF00800Rent Pressure Zones

15/05/2018WRFF00900569. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the reason Limerick city is not designated as a rent pressure zone despite an increase of 
17.1% in rents in the past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20816/18]

15/05/2018WRFF01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Section 24A of the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004, as amended, provides that the Housing 
Agency, in consultation with housing authorities, may make a proposal to the Minister that an 
area should be considered as a Rent Pressure Zone.  Following receipt of such a proposal, the 
Minister requests the Director of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) to conduct an assess-
ment of the area to establish whether or not it meets the criteria for designation and to report to 
the Minister on whether the area should be designated as a Rent Pressure Zone.  For the purpose 
of the Act, ‘area’ is defined as either the administrative area of a housing authority or a local 
electoral area within the meaning of section 2 of the Local Government Act 2001.  There is no 
provision for any other type of area to be designated as a Rent Pressure Zone.

For an area to be designated as a Rent Pressure Zone, it must satisfy the following criteria 
set out in section 24A(4) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as inserted by section 36 of the 
Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016):

(i) The annual rate of rent inflation in the area must have been 7% or more in four of the last 
six quarters; and
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(ii) The average rent for tenancies registered in the area with the RTB in the last quarter must 
be above the average national rent (the National Standardised Rent in the RTB’s Rent Index 
Report) in the last quarter (€1,054 per month in Q4 2017).

On 21 March 2018, the RTB published its Rent Index Report in relation to Quarter 4 2017, 
which includes a summary of the data used as the criteria for designating Rent Pressure Zones 
in relation to all Local Electoral Areas in the country.  This allows all interested parties to see 
exactly where their area stands in relation to average rent levels and increases and possible 
designation.

The data from the Rent Index Report relating to Limerick City are detailed in the following 
table:

Local Electoral Area Quarters > 7% Average 2017 Q4 (€)
Limerick City East 3 €1,039.82
Limerick City North 6 €862.98
Limerick City West 4 €961.48

In each of the three Limerick Electoral Areas, the average monthly rent is below the national 
standardised rent of €1,054 per month.  Therefore, none of the Local Electoral Areas of Limer-
ick City met the criteria for designation.

The Housing Agency will continue to monitor the rental market and may recommend fur-
ther areas for designation.  Where, following the procedures set out in the Act, it is found at a fu-
ture date that additional areas meet the criteria, they will be designated as Rent Pressure Zones.

15/05/2018WRFF01100Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRFF01200570. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the value of contracts for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. 
[20856/18]

15/05/2018WRFF01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department has no record of contracts for goods or services from DXC Technology in the 
period since 2010.

The table provides details of payments made in respect of contracts for goods or services 
from HP Inc. and HP Enterprise since 2010.

My Department has a Memorandum of Understanding in place with the Department of 
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in respect of ICT services and certain goods and services 
included below were procured on behalf of that Department.  The third column shows the 
amounts recouped from the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht under this ar-
rangement.

Year  HP Inc. HP Enterprise Recoupment from 
Department of Cul-
ture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht

 2010  29,170.22  - -
 2011  2,075.63  - -
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Year  HP Inc. HP Enterprise Recoupment from 
Department of Cul-
ture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht

 2012 70,879.66  - -
 2013 73,521.45  - -
 2014 95,179.18  - 4,789.24
 2015 99,537.41  - 29,861.23
 2016 ----  106,725.50 -
 2017  797.79  115,212.21 35,725.24
 2018 (to date)  ---  112,547.45 33,764.23

15/05/2018WRFF01400Local Authority Housing

15/05/2018WRFF01500571. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason an instruction was issued to local authorities that rural council houses built on 
sites purchased at a nominal price from the applicants’ families should only be built in excep-
tional circumstances; the number of the circular in which the instruction was given; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20882/18]

15/05/2018WRFF01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
housing authorities, local authorities are responsible for the identification of the social housing 
need in their area and for the development of appropriate responses to the need identified.  No 
instruction has issued from my Department to local authorities regarding single rural dwellings 
and such developments can be part of a local authority’s social housing construction pipeline, 
where identified and prioritised by the authority.

Local authorities now have substantial pipelines of new social housing projects, ranging 
from larger scale developments to single rural dwellings.  Details can be seen in the quarterly 
Social Housing Construction Status Reports published by my Department.  The most recently 
available report sets out the position as at end quarter 4 2017 and is available on the Rebuilding 
Ireland website at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-pub-
lishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-q4-2017/.  I am keen that all local authorities 
advance all projects as speedily as possible and I have assured them that funding is available to 
fully support their efforts in this regard.

15/05/2018WRFF01700Planning Issues

15/05/2018WRFF01800572. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the works that have been undertaken in relation to the establishment of an independent plan-
ning regulator; when it will be operational; the steps residents or their organisations can take in 
the interim if they have concerns regarding breaches to development plans or local area plans, 
LAPs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20891/18]

15/05/2018WRFF01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Planning and Development (Amendment) Bill 2016, which provides for the establishment 
of the Office of the Planning Regulator, is currently progressing to Report Stage in the Seanad.  
Once it is enacted, I will be in a position to set an establishment date for the Office.

My Department has been making such preparations in advance of the establishment of the 
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Office as are possible, while awaiting the enactment of the legislation.  An implementation plan 
has been drawn up, funding is in place and a steering group is being set up within the Depart-
ment to guide the practical set up of the Office.  Once appointed, the Regulator will continue 
the work that my Department has been engaged in to set up the Office.

In relation to potential breaches of development plans, it should be noted that my Depart-
ment continues to monitor the preparation of plans by local authorities in order to ensure that 
they are consistent with established national planning policies and legislative requirements.  In 
the case of any identified breaches of national planning policy requirements, I have the author-
ity, under section 31 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, to direct a local authority to 
take appropriate corrective measures.  Section 31 provides for a statutory consultation exercise, 
including public notices, and the receipt of submissions from the general public before any 
direction is finalised.

Where a member of the public has a concern about a specific planning decision, they can 
appeal that planning decision to An Bord Pleanála in the normal way.

15/05/2018WRFF02000Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

15/05/2018WRFF02100573. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons that have been excluded from the homeless housing list by local 
authority in tabular form as a result of receiving temporary accommodation in private rented 
houses using emergency accommodation funding; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20898/18]

15/05/2018WRFF02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department currently publishes data on a monthly basis on the number of homeless per-
sons accommodated in emergency accommodation funded and overseen by housing authorities.  
These reports are based on data provided by housing authorities, produced through the Pathway 
Accommodation & Support System (PASS).  The reports are collated on a regional basis, are 
published on my Department’s website and can be accessed using the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.

During the compilation of the March Homeless Report, in the course of examining data 
from local authorities, my Department established that a number of local authorities had mis-
categorised individuals accommodated in houses and apartments, owned or leased by the local 
authorities, including in some instances people renting in the private rented sector but in receipt 
of social housing supports, as being in emergency accommodation.  In two of the regions, in-
dividuals and families who were being accommodated in private houses/apartments rented by 
the local authorities were removed from the March report with the agreement of the relevant 
authorities.  Details of the number of individuals in these properties are set out in the following 
table:

Region/local Authority Adults Dependents
Dublin   Region Homeless 
Executive

39 85

North   East Region (Louth) 100 111

My priority as Minister is to ensure that families and individuals are moved from emergency 
accommodation, such as hostels, hotels and family hubs, into housing.  I am satisfied that in-
dividuals and families who are being accommodated in publicly funded houses or apartments, 
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whether it be social housing or homes leased from the private rented sector, should not be con-
sidered as living in emergency accommodation.  My Department is continuing to engage with 
local authorities on this matter.

The issues which have emerged indicate clearly to me  that we need improved reporting in 
this area in order to accurately reflect the numbers of households in emergency accommodation 
so that we can measure our progress and target our further policies and actions.  My Department 
is examining the current reporting arrangements with a view to ensuring that the best possible 
data is available to support policy making.  No decision has been taken on amending the exist-
ing arrangements at this stage.

15/05/2018WRFF02300Social and Affordable Housing Funding

15/05/2018WRFF02400574. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the funding owed by his Department to each local authority for social housing projects in 
tabular form; the projects and associated funds which have now been owed for more than three 
months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20899/18]

15/05/2018WRFF02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
refer to the reply to Question No. 239 of 26 April 2018 in which I provided details on housing 
capital expenditure claims from local authorities being processed by my Department at that 
stage.

My Department provides funding to local authorities on an ongoing basis as projects are 
progressed.  As such, the position in respect of claims changes constantly as claims are re-
ceived, validated and processed for payment.  Funding only becomes owed to a local authority 
once all of the necessary documentation has been received and checked and the claims involved 
are deemed to be in order for payment - the payment processing is then generally completed 
within a matter of days.  If the Deputy is concerned regarding the position concerning a specific 
claim from a local authority, I will have the matter explored further on receipt of the relevant 
information.

Total expenditure on capital and current housing programmes to date in 2018 is €468m.

15/05/2018WRFF02600Electoral Register

15/05/2018WRFF02700575. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to bring forward reform in order that persons that are naturalised after the 
deadline for inclusion in the supplementary register but before polling day can exercise their 
right to vote; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20910/18]

15/05/2018WRFF02800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Eligibility for inclusion in the supplement to the register is deter-
mined by eligibility on the date of the application to the registration authority.  For practical and 
administrative reasons there has to be a cut-off point in advance of polling day for the receipt 
of applications for inclusion in the supplement to the register so that they can be processed by 
registration authorities.

The Electoral (Amendment) Act 2015 addressed an anomaly that previously prevented nat-
uralised citizens from registering to vote in their capacity as Irish citizens where they had not 
become citizens by the qualifying date for the register (1 September annually).  The 2015 Act 
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enables such naturalised citizens to apply for inclusion in the supplement to the register but they 
must do so before the closing date that applies generally for inclusion in the supplement.

Mindful of the practical considerations and the need for a cut-off point prior to polling day, 
I currently have no plans to change electoral law to enable the registration of persons in cir-
cumstances where they are naturalised after the deadline for inclusion in the supplement to the 
register of electors but before polling day.

15/05/2018WRFF02900Water Charges

15/05/2018WRFF03000576. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will address a matter (details supplied) raised in correspondence; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20918/18]

15/05/2018WRFF03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
have previously addressed this matter in my reply to Question No. 448 of 1 May 2018.

Article 9 of the Water Framework Directive requires member states to take account of the 
principle of the recovery of the costs of water services, including environmental and resource 
costs, in accordance with the ‘polluters pays principle’.  Cost recovery must have regard to an 
economic analysis of the costs associated with the provision of water services, including long-
term forecasts undertaken for the purpose of Article 5 and Annex III of the Directive.

Article 9 also sets out the need to ensure adequate incentives for users to use water resources 
efficiently, and for an adequate contribution of the different water users (industry, households 
and agriculture) to the recovery of costs.  Furthermore, Article 9 allows members states, where 
it is established practice, to not apply the provisions of cost recovery where this does not com-
promise the purpose and objectives of the Directive.

In summary, it is necessary to ensure that cost recovery systems are in place that are ad-
equate to meet the long-term investment needs for the provision of safe drinking water and ad-
equate urban waste water treatment in order to meet required public health and environmental 
needs, and also that these systems promote efficient water use and avoid wastage.

The recommendations of the special Oireachtas Committee, which provided for the suspen-
sion of domestic water charges and the funding of normal domestic water usage through general 
taxation, including application of an excess charge for water use above an agreed threshold, 
and the supporting legislation enacted through the Water Services Act 2017 address the require-
ments of the Directive and, in particular, ensure that water resources will be used efficiently and 
not wasted.

In relation to the previous River Basin Management Plan which covered the period 2009 to 
2015, it gave a commitment to the introduction of legislation that would enable local authorities 
to charge domestic water users for water services in a manner which provides incentives for 
efficient water use and which recovers an adequate contribution of the costs of water services.  
The River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2018-2021 published recently updates this posi-
tion by reflecting the legislative position in the Water Services Act 2017.

15/05/2018WRFF03200Housing Assistance Payment Data

15/05/2018WRFF03300577. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of recipients of the housing assistance and homeless housing assistance pay-
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ments by area and household income at the time of entry to the scheme at 12 and 24 months in 
the scheme as appropriate. [20922/18]

15/05/2018WRFF03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a form of social housing support for people who 
have a long-term housing need.  It is available in all local authority areas and its introduction 
now ensures that all social housing supports can be accessed through the local authorities, 
allowing tenants to take up full-time employment and keep their housing support, subject to 
adjustment of their differential rent.

The qualification criteria for social housing support are set down in section 20 of the Hous-
ing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and in the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 
2011, as amended, and are applied by all housing authorities in assessing individual households 
for support.

The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 prescribe maximum net income limits 
for eligibility for social housing supports in each housing authority, in different bands according 
to the area, with income being defined and assessed according to a standard Household Means 
Policy.  There are currently three bands – with maximum income limits per individual (main ap-
plicant) set at €35,000, €30,000 and €25,000 (the limits are higher for households with multiple 
adults and with children).

Each housing authority is responsible, under section 58 of the Housing Act 1966, for de-
termining the rent for its dwellings, subject to complying with broad principles laid down by 
this Department.  Authorities set out how their rent is determined in their Differential Rent 
Schemes, the administration of which is a matter for each housing authority; I as Minister have 
no role in relation to this matter.  The reviewing of local authority housing rents and the collec-
tion of rents from tenants is also a matter for individual local authorities.

There are currently over 36,000 households in receipt of HAP and over 20,000 separate 
landlords and agents providing accommodation to households supported by the scheme.  A 
breakdown of the number of households supported by HAP in each local authority area at the 
end of Quarter 3 2017 is available on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.

Quarter 4 data will be published on the website shortly.

Limerick City and County Council provide a highly effective transactional shared service 
in respect of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme, on behalf of all local authorities.  
This HAP Shared Services Centre (SSC) manages all HAP related rental transactions for the 
tenant, local authority and landlord.

Neither my Department nor the SSC hold details in relation to the household income of 
HAP recipients.

15/05/2018WRFF03500Housing Agency Data

15/05/2018WRFF03600578. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the types of land controlled or owned by the Housing Agency (details supplied); the 
amount that is zoned residential; and the local authorities in which the land parcels are located. 
[20967/18]
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15/05/2018WRFF03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The development of residential lands owned by local authorities and the Housing Agency, for 
social housing and, where appropriate, for mixed-tenure developments, is a major priority un-
der the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness.  To this end, details of 
some 1,700 hectares of land in local authority and Housing Agency ownership were published 
on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map, with the potential to accommodate some 42,500 
homes nationally.  The map also includes details of some 300 hectares of land in the ownership 
of other State or semi-State bodies, with the potential to deliver a further 7,500 homes.

The map is the result of the collation of data by my Department from local authorities, the 
Housing Agency, and other State and Semi-State bodies.  All of the mapped sites can be viewed 
at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/.

The Rebuilding Ireland mapping project is, by its nature, iterative and requires regular up-
dating by local authorities and other land owners to ensure changing circumstances are reflected.  
In addition, all local authorities and the Housing Agency have been requested to prepare Strate-
gic Development and Management Plans for housing lands in their ownership, with particular 
emphasis on prioritising those sites with the greatest potential to deliver housing at scale, in the 
short to medium term.  These plans are close to finalisation and will be published in due course.

The Rebuilding Ireland map represents a vital initial step in shaping and informing a signifi-
cant policy shift towards maximising the State land potential to contribute to key housing and 
planning policies such as securing more compact and sustainable growth, as signalled in Project 
Ireland 2040, which requires significantly more effective land management in key development 
areas.

Against that background, it is proposed to establish a National Regeneration and Develop-
ment Agency to assist in ensuring a more effective approach to strategic land management, 
particularly in terms of publicly owned land.  Detailed arrangements in relation to the functions, 
powers and mechanisms for the establishment of the Agency are currently being developed by 
my Department, in conjunction with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, with a 
view to their finalisation and implementation at the earliest available opportunity.

15/05/2018WRFF03800Vacant Properties

15/05/2018WRFF03900579. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if, in the context of the Action Plan for Housing, his Department has reviewed a study (details 
supplied) which showed there were nearly 1,800 vacant houses and almost 1,500 vacant flats in 
Waterford city at the time. [20972/18]

15/05/2018WRFF04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The report referred to was published in October 2013 and my understanding is that the data 
therein was sourced from the Census of Population 2011.

I note that the results of Census 2016 (which took place on 24 April 2016) show that vacan-
cy levels in urban areas had decreased compared with the previous Census, while in rural areas 
vacancy generally remains high.  The data provided by the Census is a valuable starting point 
for the work of my Department but as it includes short-term vacancy (e.g. property for sale or 
between tenancies on the night of the Census) and complex vacancy issues (e.g. probate), it is 
important to build on that data to derive the more targeted data that local authorities need in 
order to tackle vacancy effectively.

Waterford City and County Council are particularly proactive regarding vacancy and their 
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housing staff carried out a survey on housing units in 17 small areas in August 2017 to verify 
the level of vacancy in urban, rural and semi urban areas. In total, 2,039 properties were sur-
veyed and this indicated that 241 properties were vacant.  Waterford City and County Council 
is continuing to engage with owners of those properties to advise on the funding initiatives and 
schemes available to facilitate the re-introduction of those properties into the liveable housing 
stock.

My Department is working with the CSO, the Housing Agency and the local government 
sector to identify the subset of the headline vacancy figures provided by the Census that rep-
resent housing units capable of being brought back into use quickly, particularly in areas of 
high housing need.  The key focus is to enable local authorities to quickly identify any vacancy 
hotspots in their areas so that existing empty housing stock can be re-used and provide much 
needed homes.

To this end, my Department will shortly be conducting a pilot field survey in specific local 
authorities, including Waterford City and County Council, based on a uniform methodology de-
veloped with the CSO, Housing Agency and the local government sector.  This pilot survey will 
aim to identify vacant homes that are recoverable into the useable housing stock.  On comple-
tion of the pilot field-based survey and examination of its outputs, consideration will be given 
to rolling out the survey further across other areas.

15/05/2018WRFF04100Project Ireland 2040 Funding

15/05/2018WRFF04200580. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if Drogheda is eligible to apply for grants which are designed to specifically target urban 
regeneration in view of the fact that some grants are only available to towns that are classified 
as hubs and gateways under Project Ireland 2040 and Drogheda is, therefore, excluded; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21027/18]

15/05/2018WRFF04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Project Ireland 2040 provides for the establishment of a €3 billion Regeneration and Develop-
ment Fund: €2 billion for urban regeneration and development purposes, focusing on cities and 
towns in excess of 10,000 in population, which would include Drogheda, complemented by a 
€1 billion fund for rural regeneration of smaller towns and villages, which is the responsibility 
of my colleague, the Minister for Rural and Community Development.

The €2 billion Urban Regeneration and Development Fund is not restricted to the loca-
tions identified as Gateways and Hubs in the previous National Spatial Strategy.  It will be a 
competitive bid-based fund, operated in line with criteria that my Department is in the process 
of drawing up, in consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the 
Department of Rural and Community Development.

15/05/2018WRFF04400Tenant Purchase Scheme

15/05/2018WRFF04500581. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if legislative changes to a local authority housing scheme (details supplied) are being 
considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21028/18]

15/05/2018WRFF04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016.  The Scheme is 
open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available for 
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sale under the Scheme.  To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a 
minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of social hous-
ing support for at least one year.

The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015 governing the Scheme 
provide for a number of specified classes of houses to be excluded from sale, including hous-
es provided to local authorities under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as 
amended, houses specifically designed for older persons, group Traveller housing and houses 
provided to facilitate people with disabilities transferring from institutional care to community-
based living.

Local authorities may also, within the provisions of the Regulations, exclude certain houses 
which, in the opinion of the authority, should not be sold for reasons such as proper stock or 
estate management.  It is a matter for each individual local authority to administer the Scheme 
in its operational area in line with the over-arching provisions of the governing legislation for 
the scheme, and in a manner appropriate to its housing requirements.

In line with the commitment given in Rebuilding Ireland, a review of the first 12 months 
of the Tenant Purchase Scheme’s operation has been undertaken.  The review has incorporated 
analysis of comprehensive data received from local authorities regarding the operation of the 
scheme during 2016 and a wide-ranging public consultation process which took place in 2017 
and saw submissions received from individuals, elected representatives and organisations.

The review is now complete and a full report has been prepared setting out findings and 
recommendations.  In finalising the report some further consultation was necessary and due 
consideration had to be given to possible implementation arrangements.

These matters are now almost completed and I expect to be in a position to publish the out-
come of the review shortly.

15/05/2018WRFF04700County Development Plans

15/05/2018WRFF04800582. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when the county development plan for County Meath will be completed; when the 
regional social and economic strategies will be completed; the reason the progress on same has 
been delayed; and the steps he is taking to resolve the issue. [21073/18]

15/05/2018WRFF04900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The completion timeframe for the review of the Meath County De-
velopment Plan is a matter for Meath County Council.  My Department is aware that the local 
authority has paused its review of the development plan, pending the completion of a Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) over the remainder of this year, which will act as a key 
co-ordinating strategy for the various local authority development plans in the Eastern and Mid-
lands Regional Assembly area.

If the Meath County Development Plan review was to proceed at the current time, it would 
be developed and consulted upon before the availability of up-to-date detailed demographic and 
other data which will emanate from the RSES process.

It should also be noted that the Planning and Development (Amendment) Bill 2016, which 
has recently completed Committee Stage in the Seanad, contains a proposed amendment that 
would in effect allow for the pausing of development plan reviews in certain circumstances, 
such as have arisen in Meath County Council’s case, and require the initiation of reviews of 
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recently adopted development plans to ensure effective alignment of statutory plans at national, 
regional and local levels.

In the circumstances, Meath County Council was confronted with the choice between pro-
ceeding with a review of a development plan without the necessary supporting data and having 
to review the plan if the proposed amendments in the Planning Bill as outlined above were 
adopted and ultimately enacted, and putting in place a brief pause while that information is 
developed and made available.

My Department has been in written communication with Meath County Council on foot of 
its decision and has acknowledged the practical and strategic policy factors that it has taken into 
account in coming to its decision.

My Department is also continuing to engage with the three Regional Assemblies on an 
ongoing basis throughout the formulation and publication of the NPF and preparations of the 
corresponding RSES.  A draft RSES for each of the Regional Assembly Areas is expected to 
be approved by each Assembly for the purpose of public consultation by June/July 2018, with 
expected adoption dates of the final RSESs at the start of 2019.

15/05/2018WRFF05000Home Loan Scheme

15/05/2018WRFF05100583. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the reason the official information booklet and website published for the Rebuilding 
Ireland home loan scheme does not clearly state information (details supplied) in relation to the 
deposit criteria of the home loan application process; if the official information and website will 
be updated to include same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21130/18]

15/05/2018WRFF05200588. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme is excluding persons that may have an insufficient 
history of saving having secured a deposit sum from relatives and so on; if such exclusions run 
contrary to the purpose of the scheme and past statements in relation to helping young first-time 
buyers struggling to secure loans from traditional sources while being in rented accommoda-
tion that is costing a significant portion of their earnings; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21246/18]

15/05/2018WRFF05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 583 and 588 together.

The new Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Scheme is designed to enable credit worthy first-
time buyers to access sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand proper-
ties.  The low rate of fixed interest associated with the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan provides 
first-time buyers with access to mortgage finance that they may not otherwise have been able to 
afford at a higher interest rate.

To support prudential lending and consistency of treatment for borrowers, a Loan to Value 
ratio of 90% applies to the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan as per the Central Bank’s pruden-
tial lending guidelines.  Therefore, in order to avail of the loan, applicants must have a deposit 
equivalent to 10% of the market value of the property.

Applicants must provide bank or similar statements (such as post office, credit union etc.) 
for a 12-month period immediately prior to making an application, clearly showing a credible 
and consistent track record of savings.  The cash savings should be no less than 3% of the mar-
ket value of the property.  Gifts are permissible up to 7% of the market value of the property, 
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where their source is verified.

Exceptions to the above can be made where an applicant/applicants can clearly demonstrate 
a consistent and credible record of savings or rent payment through their bank account which 
at a minimum is equal to:

- In the case of a fixed rate loan, the proposed monthly loan repayment, or

- In the case of a variable rate loan, the proposed stress-tested monthly loan repayment.

For prospective purchasers of newly-built properties, the availability, through the Revenue 
Commissioners, of the Help to Buy Initiative for first-time buyers may provide additional as-
sistance to prospective applicants for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.

Regarding the information available to prospective applicants on the Rebuilding Ireland 
Home Loan website, I am aware of issues concerning the inclusion of the specific deposit 
requirements on the website.  I have recently met with the Chief Executives of the two main 
agencies involved in the implementation of the scheme, the Housing Agency and the Housing 
Finance Agency, and I have requested that they address a number of issues to improve the op-
eration of the scheme, including the provision of additional information on-line in relation to 
the deposit requirements of the scheme.  This will give potential applicants a clearer indication 
of the deposit amount that they are required to have under the terms of the scheme.

15/05/2018WRFF05400Local Authority Members

15/05/2018WRFF05500584. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the reason for setting the number of councillors to be returned to Cork City Council 
at 31 in the terms of reference to boundary committee no. 2 in view of facts (details supplied). 
[21145/18]

15/05/2018WRFF05600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The number of elected members for each local authority area is 
set out in Schedule 7 of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended by the Local Government 
Reform Act 2014.  The reviews of local electoral areas now underway are based on there being 
no change in the total number of elected members in any of the thirty-one local authorities.

In the case of Cork specifically, I understand that the change in the population of the city and 
county that will arise from the proposed boundary alteration will result in the ratio of population 
to councillors being broadly similar in both local authorities, whereas currently the ratio in the 
county is much higher than in the city.

15/05/2018WRGG00200Nitrates Action Programme Implementation

15/05/2018WRGG00300585. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Lo-
cal Government the funding allocated to the nitrates action programme annually in each of 
the years 2018 to 2021; the 2018 funding allocation broken down between current and capital 
funding; the number of full and part-time staff working directly on the programme in his De-
partment; and the annual running and staffing costs, respectively, for his Department over the 
period in tabular form.  [21152/18]

15/05/2018WRGG00400586. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the funding allocated to the nitrates action programme annually in each of the 
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years 2013 to 2017; the number of full and part-time staff working directly on the programme 
in his Department over the period; and the annual running and staffing costs, respectively, for 
his Department over the period in tabular form.  [21153/18]

15/05/2018WRGG00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 585 and 586 together.

I refer to the reply to Question No. 495 of 8 May 2018.  The position is unchanged.

15/05/2018WRGG00700Home Loan Scheme

15/05/2018WRGG00800587. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the mortgage calculator for the Rebuilding Ireland 
home loan scheme is yielding widely inaccurate figures for prospective applicants (details sup-
plied); if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that local authorities are subsequently 
reducing the loan amount that applicants may avail of by a large amount by calculating a much 
greater figure than needed for  mortgage protection insurance; and the reason local authorities 
are including much greater mortgage protection insurance costs than applicants can avail of on 
the open market.  [21245/18]

15/05/2018WRGG00900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following a review of the two existing local authority home loan schemes, the House Purchase 
Loan and the Home Choice Loan, a new loan offering, known as the Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan (RIHL), was introduced on 1 February 2018. 

Following the initial roll-out of the scheme, my Department has engaged with the Housing 
Agency and the Housing Finance Agency to consider the experience to date.  As a result of 
this engagement, the online calculator on www.rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie has recently been 
updated to include the cost of mortgage protection insurance (MPI), when calculating the total 
loan amount that an applicant may be eligible to borrow under the scheme. As noted on the 
website, this calculator gives indicative results for illustrative and guidance purposes only and 
is not an offer of a loan.

In relation to the cost of coverage under the Local Authority Mortgage Protection Insurance 
scheme, it is a statutory requirement that MPI is taken out in respect of all local authority hous-
ing loans. This scheme is overseen by the Mortgage Protection Insurance Committee, and has 
applied to all house purchase loans approved by local authorities after 1 July 1986.

One of the conditions of the scheme, which is a group policy, is that it is obligatory for all 
borrowers who meet the eligibility criteria to join the scheme. Altering this condition would 
have a negative impact on the scheme and increase the cost for all existing borrowers.

The local authority MPI is designed to provide an appropriate level of insurance cover to 
those who wish to avail of the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan. It offers a number of additional 
features over and above the standard MPI products available on the market. Standard MPI 
products are individually priced, based on a member’s age, amongst other factors, whereas the 
local authority MPI scheme is a group arrangement, offering a single group rate per €1,000 sum 
assured to all participants in the scheme.

The scheme also provides other benefits over standard MPI products. These include the 
payment of mortgage repayments if there is a valid claim as a result of disability; an additional 
payment of €3,000 in the event of a member’s death, separate to life cover; and members are 
also covered for death up to age 75 rather than 65 as is the case under standard MPI cover.
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Question No. 588 answered with Question No. 583.

15/05/2018WRGG01100Residential Tenancies Board Administration

15/05/2018WRGG01200589. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the money transfers made from the Residential Tenancies Board to local authorities to 
fund inspections of privately rented properties; if the amount transferred to each local authority 
relates to the number of properties registered with the board in each local authority’s adminis-
trative area; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21249/18]

15/05/2018WRGG01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Section 176 of the Residential Tenancies Act provides that fees received by the Residential 
Tenancies Board (RTB) under the Act shall be paid into, or disposed of for the benefit of, the 
Exchequer in such manner as the Minister may direct. By various Ministerial Directions since 
2005, a percentage of fees received by the RTB under the Act has been allocated for transfer to 
local authorities for the purpose of the performance of their functions under the Housing Acts 
in relation to private rented accommodation, including rental standards inspections. 

Since 1 July 2016, the RTB retains the entirety of fees received under the Act to defray 
its costs; however, sufficient surplus funds were available to continue support for local au-
thority inspections of rental accommodation until the end of 2017. Since establishment of the 
RTB, over €34 million has been paid to local authorities to assist them in performance of their 
functions under the Housing Acts, including inspections of rented accommodation, and over 
185,000 inspections have been carried out.

Each local authority has been responsible for setting targets and conducting related inspec-
tions. My Department has recently written to all Local Authority Chief Executives, requesting 
implementation plans showing how they plan to increase inspection figures in the short, me-
dium and long term with the objective to achieve the target by 2021 of inspecting 25% of all 
rental properties annually. I have secured €2.5m in Exchequer funding in 2018 to facilitate the 
increased inspections planned for this year on the path towards the 2021 objective.

15/05/2018WRGG01400National Planning Framework

15/05/2018WRGG01500590. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the quantum of zoned residential land in each local authority area has been reviewed 
in comparison to the requirements of the national planning framework; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [21254/18]

15/05/2018WRGG01600591. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if instructions have been issued in relation to the de-zoning of the quantum of zoned 
residential land in each local authority area in the context of the requirements of the national 
planning framework; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21253/18]

15/05/2018WRGG01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 590 and 591 together.

The National Planning Framework (NPF) sets parameters for future planning in Ireland at 
an overall and strategic level and was not written for direct application to individual counties 
and towns, without first having regional-level policies developed through the Regional Spatial 
and Economic Strategy (RSES) process. 
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The quantum of zoned residential land in each local authority area has therefore not yet 
been reviewed in the light of the NPF, because RSESs are currently being prepared at Regional 
Assembly level to provide a co-ordination framework for local authority development plans in 
the light of the overall national level approach of the NPF. I expect that the Regional Strate-
gies will be published for consultation by the middle of this year and finalised by year end or 
early in 2019. Following the adoption of each of the three RSESs by the respective Regional 
Assemblies, each Local Authority will be required to review their statutory land use plans, in 
accordance with the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). 

No instruction has issued from my Department related to the de-zoning of lands on foot of 
the publication of the NPF. It is through the review process outlined above that the quantum of 
zoned land, including residential, can be fully quantified and determined. This approach was 
outlined to all 31 Local Authorities when they were briefed on the NPF by my Department over 
the course of March 2018.

15/05/2018WRGG01900Departmental Staff Data

15/05/2018WRGG02000592. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of staff in his Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South 
issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21267/18]

15/05/2018WRGG02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
While there are currently no staff members assigned solely or primarily to North-South issues 
in my Department, a team of three in the Assistant Secretary led Corporate and Business Sup-
port Division, headed by a senior official at Principal Officer level, is involved directly at vari-
ous times in planning and working on North-South issues, EU business and Brexit matters, with 
input from relevant line Units and experts across the organisation, as necessary. 

In addition, Business Units across my Department liaise with their counterparts in the North-
ern Ireland administration in relevant areas as necessary.

15/05/2018WRGG02200Pyrite Issues

15/05/2018WRGG02300593. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the pilot pyrite remediation project recently announced for north County Mayo is aimed 
at dealing with all homes affected by pyrite; his views on the fact that the remedy proposed will 
only rectify homes in which the degradation has been caught early and will not rectify homes in 
which the degradation has advanced considerably; his plans for homes that will not be remedied 
by the current pilot scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21314/18]

15/05/2018WRGG02400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Expert Panel on concrete blocks was established by my De-
partment in 2016, to investigate problems that have emerged in the concrete blockwork of cer-
tain dwellings in Counties Donegal and Mayo.

The panel had the following terms of reference:

(i) To identify, insofar as it is possible, the numbers of private dwellings which appear to be 
affected by defects in the blockwork in the Counties of Donegal and Mayo;

(ii) To carry out a desktop study, which would include a consultation process with affected 
homeowners, public representatives, local authorities, product manufacturers, building profes-
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sionals, testing laboratories, industry stakeholders and other relevant parties, to establish the 
nature of the problem in the affected dwellings;

(iii) To outline a range of technical options for remediation and the means by which those 
technical options could be applied; and

(iv) To submit a report within six months.

On 13 June 2017, the report of the Expert Panel   was published and included eight recom-
mendations which my Department are actively progressing with the relevant stakeholders.

The panel’s report concludes that the nature of the problem is manifested primarily by the 
disintegration of the concrete blocks used in the construction of the affected dwellings in Done-
gal and Mayo.  The deleterious material in Donegal was primarily muscovite mica.  The delete-
rious material in Mayo was primarily reactive pyrite.  

A total of 5 engineering solutions have been proposed by the panel, as remedial solutions to 
address the problem ranging from removal and replacement of the outer leaf of affected walls 
only to complete rebuild of the dwelling.

The panel found that it is mainly private homes that are affected; however, there are also 
problems within the social housing stock in both counties which continue to be investigated. 

My Department is prioritising the implementation of Recommendations 1 and 2. 

With regard to Recommendation 1, the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) 
Technical Committee, established to scope and fast track the development of a standardised 
protocol, held its inaugural meeting on 11 September 2017 and has held several further meet-
ings since. The standardised protocol will inform the course of action in relation to remedial 
works for all affected householders. My Department understands from the NSAI that the Tech-
nical Committee is in the process of finalising the standardised protocol, which will be available 
for public consultation shortly.  The public consultation will run for a period of six weeks.  

In relation to the pilot remediation project in North County Mayo referred to, this is in re-
spect of one unit of Mayo County Council social housing stock.  The project was proposed to 
ascertain in more detail the extent of damage and the scope of works which will be necessary 
to carry out effective remediation for all of the remaining social housing units affected. It is 
expected that the experience gained on this remediation project will also assist the development 
of remedial solutions for all affected householders.

It should be noted that construction projects progressing through the 4-stage approval pro-
cess are reviewed at each stage by my Department’s Social Housing Delivery team, including 
architectural and quantity surveyor advisors. The 4 stages are: 

Stage 1 - Capital Appraisal submission to establish the business case;

Stage 2 - Pre-planning submission and cost check;

Stage 3 - Pre-tender approval and cost check;

Stage 4 - Tender approval.

My Department is currently awaiting a Stage 3 Application from Mayo County Council for 
the pilot remediation project in north County Mayo.

In addition, and in light of the information contained in the Expert Panel’s report,  I am cur-
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rently considering what further actions may be required to assist the parties directly involved in 
reaching a satisfactory resolution to the problems that have emerged in the two counties.

15/05/2018WRGG02500Housing Issues

15/05/2018WRGG02600594. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that there are a lot of new houses being advertised 
on property-for-sale websites (details supplied) with no given price just a Price on Application, 
POA; his views on whether developers are using this method to determine the level of interest 
in their properties and then in turn raising the price due to high demand; his plans to introduce 
legislation or conditions of planning permission to disallow developers from advertising new 
houses or apartment developments without a price; and his views on whether the POA should 
be abolished.  [21317/18]

15/05/2018WRGG02700599. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to introduce legislation to ban developers and builders advertising new devel-
opment housing units as Price on Application, POA, (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [21328/18]

15/05/2018WRGG02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 594 and 599 together.

I have no function in relation to the regulation of how property websites and advertise-
ments for properties for sale display information, including whether they provide specific ask-
ing prices or not.

I have no plans to introduce legislation or guidance in relation to the assignment of condi-
tions of planning permission regarding the advertisement of new houses or apartment develop-
ments without a price.

15/05/2018WRGG02900National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability Strategy

15/05/2018WRGG03000595. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the development of five year strategic plans by each housing and disability 
steering group. [21322/18]

15/05/2018WRGG03100596. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of assessment of housing needs which were carried out with disabled persons 
in each local authority area since the publication of the National Housing Strategy for People 
with a Disability 2011-2016. [21323/18]

15/05/2018WRGG03200597. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of units of accommodation which have been provided for persons with disabilities 
since the publication of the National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability 2011-2016 
based on assessment of housing needs carried out by each local authority. [21324/18]

15/05/2018WRGG03300598. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the local authorities which have undertaken awareness raising campaigns with private 
landlords and letting agents regarding renting to persons with disabilities as per action 1.3.2 
of the national implementation framework of the National Housing Strategy for People with a 
Disability 2011–2016.  [21325/18]
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15/05/2018WRGG03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 595 to 598, inclusive, together.

The National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability Strategy (NHSPWD) 2011-
2016 and associated National Implementation Framework are joint publications by my De-
partment and the Department of Health.  They set out the Government’s broad framework for 
the delivery of housing for people with a disability through mainstream housing policy.  The 
Strategy, which identified 9 Strategic Aims supported by a number of priority actions and key 
measures, was affirmed in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan and extended to 
2020 to continue to deliver on its aims.  

Section 63(3) of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that, subject to law, a local au-
thority is independent in the performance of its functions.  Accordingly, the day-to-day opera-
tion of the social housing system, including assessments for social housing support, is a matter 
for the relevant local authority.  Information on the number of households qualified for and in 
need of social housing support whose need has not been met is set out in the statutory Summary 
of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA) which, since 2016, is carried out annually.  The most 
recent assessment was carried out in 2017, full details of which are available on my Depart-
ment’s website, at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/sha_summary_2017.pdf.

The following table shows the total number of households in each of the most recent sum-
mary of assessments for 2017 that were identified as having a housing need based on a disabil-
ity: 

 SSHA       Basis of Need - Disability    
2013 3,938
2016 5,753
2017 5,772

 The increase in numbers shows that people with disabilities are now applying to local au-
thorities in greater numbers than before, particularly since 2013, indicating a greater awareness 
of the social housing supports available.  The increase in numbers seeking assessment of their 
housing needs can be attributed in no small part to the development of the National Guidelines 
for the Assessment and Allocation Process for Housing Provision for People with a Disability, 
which were adopted for implementation by local authorities in 2014. Following an extensive 
consultation with stakeholders, my Department issued revised Guidelines to local authorities in 
October 2017; these are available at the following link:   

https://www.housingagency.ie/Housing/media/Media/Disability%20Strategy/National-
Guidelines-for-the-Assessment-and-Allocation-Process-for-Housing-Provision-for-People-
with-a-Disability.pdf.

Additionally, in furthering the objectives of the NHSPWD, the Housing Agency has pub-
lished a number of documents to support people with disabilities to access social housing sup-
ports through local authorities. These include “Housing Options” and “An Easy to Read Guide 
to filling in the Social Housing Support Application Form”.  All documents are available on the 
websites of the Housing Agency, the local authorities and Citizens’ Information.  Work is also 
underway on Easy Read versions of the Housing Adaptation Grants   forms and the Housing 
Assistance Payment (HAP), which will be available shortly.

 In accordance with the vision and strategic aims of the NHSPWD to achieve a coordinated 
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and integrated approach to meeting the housing needs of people with a disability at local level, 
Housing and Disability Steering Groups (HDSGs) have been established in all local authority 
areas.  These are chaired by the Directors of Housing with membership including the HSE and 
disability representatives.  Each HDSG has prepared a local Strategic Plan for its own City/
County area, to develop specific local strategies to meet the identified and emerging housing 
needs of people with disabilities in their areas with a view to developing annual targets for the 
delivery of housing to people with a disability on their housing waiting lists.  All Plans are 
now operational in each local authority and the majority of them have already been published 
on the relevant local authority websites with the remainder due to be published in due course.  
These Plans, along with the Summary of Social Housing Assessments, allow local authorities 
to plan more strategically for the housing needs of people with a disability and will support the 
delivery of accommodation using all appropriate housing mechanisms.  My Department does 
not hold data on the number of units of accommodation provided specifically for people with 
disabilities.  

Priority action 1.3 of the Framework is to “promote the increased use of the private rental 
sector to meet the housing needs of people with disabilities”.  There are three key measures 
under this Action, including Action 1.3.2 “Awareness raising campaigns will be undertaken 
amongst private landlords and letting agents regarding renting to people with disabilities”.  In 
tandem with the work of the HDSG’s, accommodation solutions for people with disabilities are 
being put in place through schemes such as the Long Term Leasing Scheme and the Rental Ac-
commodation Scheme.  Additional leasing initiatives have been developed such as the Repair 
and Leasing scheme launched in 2017 and the Enhanced Long Term Social Housing Leasing 
Scheme launched in January 2018.  Under the Enhanced Leasing Scheme, the extent to which 
proposals make provision for wheelchair accessible properties is specifically taken into ac-
count. The annual targets under the Local Housing and Disability Strategies will ensure that a 
proportion of the properties leased from private landlords/developers will be allocated to people 
with a disability.

Local authorities also support households with a disability through the Housing Assistance 
Payment.  This scheme has been widely promoted to private landlords.  Currently a working 
group set up under the NHSPWD is scoping out work on key measure 1.3.2 as part of their 
workplan for 2018, including the potential role of an awareness campaign.   It is also intended 
to seek the views of private landlords and letting agents on their experiences renting to people 
with a disability.  The work on this key measure is due for completion by Q4 2018.  

The supports put in place since the launch of the Strategy in 2011, together with substantial 
funding  provided by my Department, point to tangible progress for housing for people with 
disabilities and accord with the Programme for Government commitment to improve the lives 
of people with disabilities.

Question No. 599 answered with Question No. 594.

15/05/2018WRGG03900Land Acquisition

15/05/2018WRGG04000600. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the position regarding lands in Ashbourne identified publicly by his Department for public 
housing but in the ownership of the Department of Education and Skills; and if it is planned to 
provide housing. [21402/18]

15/05/2018WRGG04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
understand that negotiations between Meath County Council and the Department of Education 
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and Skills regarding the transfer of the site to facilitate housing development in the Ashbourne 
area are at an advanced stage. 

My Department has been actively engaging with the Department of Education and Skills 
in this regard, to highlight the potential value of this site to support housing delivery under 
Rebuilding Ireland  , and to ensure that this site is brought forward for development, as soon as 
possible.

15/05/2018WRGG04200Compulsory Purchase Orders

15/05/2018WRGG04300601. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he has made inquiries into the fact that Wicklow County Council paid €3 million to CPO land 
at Charlesland in view of the fact that nine years later this land has not been registered in its 
name; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21428/18]

15/05/2018WRGG04400602. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he has examined the draw down of €3 million which was paid by Wicklow County Council in 
a CPO for land at Charlesland in order to confirm the source of the funding; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21429/18]

15/05/2018WRGG04500603. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if the fact that lands owned by Wicklow County Council have been registered in names (details 
supplied) without notice of disposal going before Wicklow County Council will be investi-
gated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21430/18]

15/05/2018WRGG04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 601 to 603, inclusive, together.

The registration of title to land owned by a local authority is a matter for each individual 
authority. 

The CPO referred to and administration of an associated loan application by my Depart-
ment were the subject of independent reviews by a Senior Counsel who was commissioned by 
the then Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government. The reviews found 
that the relevant legal requirements and administrative requirements or practices were complied 
with. I understand that the loan of €3m was subsequently drawn down by the Council from the 
Housing Finance Agency.

Subsequent to the independent reviews, correspondence has been received in relation to a 
number of complaints regarding certain matters in County Wicklow, including certain issues 
relating to the lands referred to, which is being considered.

15/05/2018WRHH00300National Archives

15/05/2018WRHH00400604. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if a copy of the Royal Irish Constabulary investigation notes can be located on the death of 
a person (details supplied) in 1910; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20937/18]

15/05/2018WRHH00500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment has sought the advice of the National Archives in response to the Deputy’s request. 
The National Archives have advised my Department that in 1910 legislation did not cover the 
preservation of records other that court records.  Based on the information given by the Deputy, 
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the documents relating to this investigation, if they still exist, could be in a number of places.

The majority of documents relating to investigations into accidents by the Royal Irish Con-
stabulary (RIC) such as the one referred to by the Deputy, if they were still in existence in 1922, 
would have been transferred to An Garda Síochána at Independence.  If investigation notes 
survive, they could be with the Garda Síochána Museum and Archives, but I understand that the 
possibility of this is extremely slim.

In some cases, particularly if foul play was suspected by the RIC, the papers would have 
been transferred to the Chief Secretary’s Office (CSO) in Dublin.  If this happened, the docu-
ments would have been preserved in the Chief Secretary’s Office Registered Papers”.  The prac-
tice in the CSO was to transfer its records to the State Paper Office when the records became 20 
years old so that documents relating to this 1910 investigation would have been due for transfer 
to the State Paper Office in 1930.  

If the RIC sent the documents relating to this case, to the Chief Secretary’s Office, they 
would still have been in that Office in 1922 when it was being wound up at Independence and 
would most likely have been transferred to London.  If such transferred records survive now, 
they would be in the UK National Archives.

In 1986, all documents held in the State Paper Office were transferred to the National Ar-
chives on its establishment under the National Archives Act 1986.  If the documents had been 
transferred (early) by the Chief Secretary’s Office to the State Paper Office in or before 1922, 
then they would now be held in the National Archives.  

Officials in the National Archives are reviewing registers to check for these documents.

15/05/2018WRHH00600Departmental Contracts Data

15/05/2018WRHH00700605. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the val-
ue of contracts for goods or services from companies (details supplied) since 2010. [20849/18]

15/05/2018WRHH00800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
advised that, since the establishment of this Department in June 2011, no contracts have been 
awarded by my Department to the companies referenced by the Deputy.

15/05/2018WRHH00900Waterways Ireland

15/05/2018WRHH01000606. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the reason Waterways Ireland has reduced the opening time of the locks on the Shannon Erne 
waterway in the period 1 April to 16 May 2018 from 9.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. compared to 9.00 
a.m. to 8.00 p.m. in other years; if her permission was sought for such a change; if it is planned 
to restrict opening hours in September and October in a similar way; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20876/18]

15/05/2018WRHH01100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Water-
ways Ireland have informed me that the revised daily opening times of 9.00am to 6.00pm for 
locks on the Shannon-Erne Waterway applies to the period 29th March 2018 through to 16th 
May 2018. 

Before introducing this change Waterways Ireland reviewed the same seven-week period 
in March and April of 2017 to determine the likely impact on boat passages through locks. It 
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was found that only a very small proportion of daily lock passages occurred between 6.00pm 
and 8.00pm. The change makes best use of available resources whilst continuing to deliver a 
waterway patrolling service to waterway users.

Waterways Ireland is operationally independent in regard to its management of the inland 
waterways under its remit and I have no function in this regard therefore my permission was not 
required to make such a change.

I am advised that the operational hours for the locks will return to 9.00am to 8.00pm daily 
as of 17th   May 2018, and that operational hours will be subject to ongoing review to ensure 
Waterways Ireland delivers a high quality service to waterway users  in the most efficient and 
effective manner.

15/05/2018WRHH01200Forbairt Calaí agus Céanna

15/05/2018WRHH01300607. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil sé i gceist ag a Roinn i gcomhar le pobal Árann agus Comhairle Contae na Gaillimhe 
plean forbartha a réiteach do chalaphort Chill Rónáin le go mbeidh saoráidí níos fearr ann do na 
báid iascaigh, na báid farrantóireachta agus na báid pléisiúir agus do gach duine a úsáideann an 
ché; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [20877/18]

15/05/2018WRHH01400Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Tá Calafort Chill Rónáin faoi chúram Chomhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe.  Is 
faoin eagraíocht sin a bheadh sé, dá réir, aon phlean faoi fhorbairt an chalafoirt a réiteach.  Mar 
is eol don Teachta, tamall de bhlianta ó shin, chuir mo Roinn maoiniú substaintiúil ar fáil do 
Chomhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe chun an calafort a athchóiriú.  

Éisteoidh mise agus mo Roinn araon le haon tuairimí ón gComhairle agus, go deimhin, ó 
phobal an oileáin faoin ábhar luaite.

15/05/2018WRHH01500Foilseacháin Ghaeilge

15/05/2018WRHH01600608. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
céard atá i gceist aici a dhéanamh le tuilleadh cúnaimh a thabhairt don fhoilsitheoireacht i 
nGaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [20879/18]

15/05/2018WRHH01700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Tá ról reachtúil ag Foras na Gaeilge chun an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn ar 
bhonn uile-oileáin.  Sa chomhthéacs sin, tá cúrsaí scríbhneoireachta agus foilsitheoireachta á 
gcur chun cinn ag an Fhoras ar bhonn leanúnach tríd An Gúm, Clár na Leabhar Gaeilge, Áis 
agus tionscadail eile. 

Cuireann An Gúm, a thagann faoi chúram Fhoras na Gaeilge ó 1999, foilseacháin agus 
áiseanna ar fáil a thacaíonn leis an oideachas trí mheán na Gaeilge agus le húsáid na Gaeilge 
i gcoitinne. Foilsíonn An Gúm leabhair do dhaoine fásta fosta. Le linn 2017, chuir An Gúm 
14 fhoilseachán ar fáil i réimse an oideachais, idir leabhair chlóite, phóstaeir, ábhar ar líne 
agus chlosábhar. Tuigtear dom go bhfuil sé aontaithe idir Fhoras na Gaeilge agus An Roinn 
Oideachais agus Scileanna tionscadal trí bliana eile a thionscnamh chun forbairt a dhéanamh ar 
an gclár teagaisc Ghaeilge do na bunscoileanna Gaeltachta agus lán-Ghaeilge agus beidh idir 
fhoilseacháin chlóite agus áiseanna ar líne mar chuid den tionscadal sin.

Tá scéimeanna ar leith á reáchtáil ag  Clár na Leabhar Gaeilge, a thagann faoi chúram Fo-
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ras na Gaeilge ó 2007, chun tacú leis an bhfoilsitheoireacht i nGaeilge, mar shampla, Scéim 
na Foilsitheoireachta, Scéim na gCoimisiúin, Scéim na dTionscadal Litríochta, Scéim Mean-
tóireachta agus Scéim ‘Scríobh leabhar’.  Bhí buiséid iomlán de c €850,000 ag baint leis na 
scéimeanna sin i 2017. 

Tá seirbhís leanúnach á chur ar fáil ag ÁIS (Áisíneacht Dáileacháin Leabhar) le soláthar cuí 
leabhar a chur ar fáil ar fud na tíre agus níos faide i gcéin. Tuigtear dom go raibh díolacháin de 
c.€900k ag ÁIS i 2017 chuig breis is 250 custaiméirí/siopaí leabhar.

Ar ndóigh, tacaíonn Foras na Gaeilge le foilsiú 3 mórfhoilseachán náisiúnta a bhaineann 
le réimsí éagsúla an tsaoil, eadhon, Tuairisc.ie (Scéim Nuachta Ar Líne), NÓS.ie (Scéim Iris 
Stílmhaireachtála) agus Comhar.ie (Scéim Iris Ghaeilge).  Bhí buiséid iomlán de c.€500,000 ag 
baint leis na scéimeanna sin i 2017 agus tá na foilseacháin ar fáil ar líne saor in aisce do phobal 
na Gaeilge in Éirinn agus thar lear.

Cuireann Foras na Gaeilge go leor tacaíochtaí eile ar fáil don earnáil foilsitheoireachta i 
nGaeilge, ina measc:

- Scéim na bhFéilte – féiltí litríochta éagsúla ar nós Seachtain na Scríbhneoirí Lios Tuathail; 

- Focail Eile - clár comhpháirtíochta idir eagraíochtaí cultúrtha i réigiúin Eorpacha chun 
líonra de shocrúcháin chruthaitheacha a chur ar bun do scríbhneoirí Eorpacha i mionteangacha;

- IMRAM - féile litríochta náisiúnta na Gaeilge; agus 

- Gradaim liteartha náisiúnta na foilsitheoireachta - Gradam Uí Shuilleabháin (leabhar 
do dhaoine fásta), Gradam Reics Carlo (leabhar do dhaoine óga) agus Comórtais Liteartha 
Oireachtas na Gaeilge.   

Is fiú a threisiú fosta go bhfuil maoiniú nach mó ná €240,000 curtha ar fáil do Chumann na 
bhFoilsitheoirí don tréimhse 2017 - 2019 chun tacaíocht mhargaíochta a sholáthar d’earnáil na 
foilsitheoireachta Ghaeilge, lena n-áirítear: 

- Eolas maidir le leabhair nua a bhailiú ó na foilsitheoirí agus a chur ar fáil do shiopaí leab-
har go luath agus ar bhonn rialta;

- Bunachar de léitheoirí leabhair a leathnú agus a bhainistiú agus eolas rialta a chur ar fáil 
dóibh ar na leabhair is déanaí;

- Feachtas margaíochta a fhorbairt i gcomhair le leabharlanna na tíre, leabharlanna an Tuai-
scirt san áireamh; agus

- Feachtais náisiúnta/réigiúnacha a chur ar bun ar an raidió, tuairisc.ie, sna nuachtáin áitiúla 
agus ar na meáin shóisialta.

Tá tuilleadh eolais ar fáil ar shuíomh Fhoras na Gaeilge ag an nasc http://www.forasna-
gaeilge.ie/fuinn/leitheoireacht-foilsitheoireacht/.

Leis an raon leathan scéimeanna agus tacaíochtaí atá á gcur ag fáil ag an bhForas, táim sásta 
go bhfuil freastal maith á dhéanamh ag earnáil fhoilsitheoireacht na Gaeilge i láthair na huaire.

15/05/2018WRHH01800National Parks Facilities

15/05/2018WRHH01900609. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will request the National Parks and Wildlife Service to allow jarveys that use the Mission 



Questions - Written Answers

272

Road in Killarney access to the national park from a location (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20991/18]

15/05/2018WRHH02000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): When 
the Mission Road was developed a new jaunting car entrance into the Park was provided nearer 
to the jaunting car stand located at the Kings Bridge entrance. The location of this new entrance 
is just beyond the end of the Cherry Tree Drive at Killarney House and was chosen carefully so 
as to preserve the integrity of the landscape adjacent to Killarney House and to avoid interfer-
ence with plant collections and tree collections in that area.

The planning permission for the newly refurbished Killarney House and Gardens did not al-
low for the provision of any new roadways or routes for jaunting cars.  The proposal referred to 
in the details supplied is incompatible with the plans for this area of the Park. It is intended that 
this area will be pedestrian friendly area where vehicular access will be confined to emergency 
vehicles and Park management vehicles only.

15/05/2018WRHH02100National Parks and Wildlife Service

15/05/2018WRHH02200610. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will request the National Parks and Wildlife Service to erect a fence at Ballydowney, 
Killarney, County Kerry, to stop deer coming onto the N2 Killarney to Killorglin Road in or-
der to prevent further accidents and fatalities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[21146/18]

15/05/2018WRHH02300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Wild 
deer in the State are protected under the Wildlife Acts. It should be noted that while the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department licenses hunting of deer, the Department does not 
own the deer population. They roam freely throughout the countryside and are present in many 
parts of the country.

With regard to calls for increased fencing relating to alleged incidents of deer presence on 
public roads in County Kerry, my Department has no plans to fence the national park. Deer, 
albeit larger, are like other wild animals in this country and  it is not part of the remit of the De-
partment to cordon them onto specific areas of land. Moreover, fencing the national park would 
not be a viable solution and would not achieve the desired results for a number of reasons. The 
presence of deer is not confined to the national parks and so fencing of these properties would 
serve no practical purpose in terms of wild deer control or management. Sika deer are capable 
of going under fencing that is 8 inches off the ground, while red deer are capable of knocking 
fences that are preventing them from reaching traditional feeding and shelter grounds

The erection of a fence could also impact on the sensitive habitats within the park. There are 
many deer outside the park boundaries which would still be capable of running into the path of 
motorists. My Department is of the view that improving sight lines for motorists as well as im-
proved, possibly larger, signage is likely to be the most effective measure to assist motorists in 
remaining vigilant when driving through areas where populations of deer can be expected. My 
officials have discussed this with Kerry County Council in 2016 and 2017 and the council un-
dertook to improve sight lines in the Ballydowney area for the benefit of motorists. Additional 
or relocated advance deer warning signs, or both, may also be provided by the local authority 
but that is a matter for them.

15/05/2018WRHH02400Departmental Staff Data
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15/05/2018WRHH02500611. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of staff in her Department assigned solely or primarily to work on North-South is-
sues; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21260/18]

15/05/2018WRHH02600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
advised that six members of staff in my Department work solely or primarily on North-South 
issues, which comprises four staff members in Rannóg Fhorais Teanga and two staff working 
with Waterways Ireland.  

My Department continues to participate in inter-Departmental preparations for Brexit and 
has established an internal Working Group to address all Brexit related issues affecting the De-
partment and the State Bodies it funds.   The Department also has a full time dedicated attaché 
to Ireland’s Permanent Representation in Brussels.  This officer is a member of the Depart-
ment’s Brexit Working Group.  These arrangements are kept under review and will be enhanced 
as required.

My Department also has a number of North-South Agencies under its aegis. 

The following is a breakdown of staff in those North-South Agencies;

North-South Agency Total Staff No. Northern Staff Southern Staff
Foras na Gaeilge 56 7 49
Ulster-Scots Agency 13 11 2
Waterways Ireland 305 80 225

15/05/2018WRHH02700Wildlife Protection

15/05/2018WRHH02800612. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
detail of efforts being made to eradicate the American mink from offshore islands under the 
protection of the State, in particular the Blasket Islands, County Kerry; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [21329/18]

15/05/2018WRHH02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment’s strategy is to prioritise the protection of  the nesting sites of rare and threatened bird 
species, including vulnerable seabirds,  waders and terns,  corncrake, and grey partridge, from 
a range of predators, including mink.  Accordingly, my Department carries out predator control 
programmes on land it owns or manages and this includes mink where the need is identified.  

Following observation of bird mortality on Great Blasket Island, in 2014 my Department, 
commenced a programme of trapping of American Mink on Great Blasket. Over a three year 
period to 2016, some 48 mink were captured.  The last 3 occasions on which traps were set and 
inspected, no mink were found. This suggests that the population control measure has been 
relatively successful. Traps are due be set again on the island shortly.


