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        Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 11 to 17, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 18 to 24, inclusive, answered orally.

25/04/2018WRA00600Trading Online Voucher Scheme

25/04/2018WRA0070025. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to increase the grant for businesses to set up an online sales platform in 
view of competition from overseas and the actual cost to set up such a platform; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16175/18]

25/04/2018WRA00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): A key element of developing Ireland’s digital presence has been to encourage small busi-
nesses to discover the economic potential of the Internet. The Trading Online Voucher Scheme 
assists small businesses that are not yet trading online, to develop their ecommerce capability, 
pairing training with financial support of up to €2,500.  This is a demand-led scheme, for which 
I have secured up to €3 million to support a further 1,500 small businesses in 2018 to grow and 
diversify their markets through trading online.

The scheme targets a broad range of businesses including retail, food, professional services, 
arts and crafts, and manufacturing. It encourages businesses to invest their own resources in 
developing their digital capability to target their customers effectively.  A business may apply 
for matched funding to a maximum value of €2,500  .  The average drawdown payment by 
applicants under the scheme is €1,800, with over 80% of expenditure relating to direct web 
development costs.

The Scheme has been highly effective in achieving its objectives with 4,300 vouchers ap-
proved to date and over 10,000 businesses benefitting from training delivered by the Local 
Enterprise Offices since 2014.  Bu  sinesses, both urban and rural, who participate grow their 
sales on average by 21%, increase employment by 35% and 3 out of 5 begin exporting for the 
first time. 

My aim is to help even more businesses to trade online. My Department is currently scop-
ing initiatives to build on the success of the scheme, including the development of a national 
website infrastructure for online application to the scheme to make it easier for more businesses 
to apply and for businesses to obtain information when developing their online trading presence 
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businesses.  Furthermore over 500 small business owners across the country have participated 
in digital literacy training under the Getting Citizens Online programme.

  Questions Nos. 26 to 28, inclusive, answered orally.

25/04/2018WRA01000Post Office Network

25/04/2018WRA0110029. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the measures he is pursuing to protect and enhance rural post offices; the respon-
sibilities he has in this area; the action he has planned; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8508/18]

25/04/2018WRA0120033. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the policy in terms of progress towards changes in services available through the 
post office network or broadening services to maintain a viable network of post offices and 
maintain an efficient postal delivery service. [18029/18]

25/04/2018WRA01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 29 and 33 together.

As Minister, I am responsible for the postal sector including the governance of An Post.  
Operational matters relating to the company’s retail business, including the post office network, 
are matters for the Board and management of An Post.  Nonetheless, I am acutely conscious 
of the value placed by communities in both rural and urban areas on services provided by post 
offices and am concerned to ensure the needs of those communities continue to be met.

An Post’s Annual Report for 2017, published last week, records an operating profit for 
2017 of €8.4m reflecting the hard work that has been undertaken over the past year to restruc-
ture the company.  In response to the challenges facing the company, the Board has overseen 
the preparation of a comprehensive strategic plan, the objective of which is to secure the long 
term viability of both the post office and mails businesses and return the company to a sound 
financial footing.  The €30m Government loan provided to An Post late last year ensures that 
the company can continue to roll out its strategy quickly, building on the momentum of actions 
already taken including the continuation of daily mail deliveries and the renewal of the post 
office network.

The strategic plan harnesses the company’s existing strengths such as its nationwide reach, 
trusted brand and the relationship of postmasters with communities, both rural and urban.  At 
the same time, An Post has recognised that it must embrace the digital agenda and this is reflect-
ed in the plan, especially in the emphasis on growing the parcels business. Enhanced banking 
services are becoming available through the post office network with the smart bank account.  
It is expected that further such opportunities will be available across the network, especially as 
high-speed broadband becomes widely available through the roll-out of the national broadband 
plan.  The Government has also committed to exploring the potential for extra Government 
business to be channelled through the network and my Department is engaging with other rel-
evant Government Departments in this regard. 

As part of the strategy for modernising the post office network, An Post has established 
a dedicated business unit within An Post, An Post Retail. Last week An Post announced its 
plans for a modernised Post Office Network.  The vision centres around the availability of new 
services around a modernised, revitalised network.  Such services will include a better range 
of Government services, financial services and e-commerce services for shoppers and small 
businesses.  The announcement by An Post is supported by an agreement reached with the Irish 
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Postmasters Union executive following 3 months of intensive negotiations under the guidance 
of Mr Turlough O’Donnell SC. While I am conscious that final acceptance of the agreement 
is still subject to a ballot of IPU members, the announcement represents a positive first step in 
reinvigorating our national post office network and making it a viable service that meets the 
needs of communities across the country, particularly in rural areas.  The fact that there would 
be no compulsory closures of post offices is a highly significant outcome of the negotiations.  
The deal will see An Post invest €50m in growing and modernising the network and includes 
agreement on a protocol which I specifically sought to help manage the modernisation of the 
network in a transparent and community focussed manner.  IPU members will be balloted on 
the proposals later this month.  

I am also pleased to advise that further Government funding of €80,000 has also been se-
cured to roll out a pilot scheme for “Digital Assist” which will see 10 post offices equipped to 
help citizens with online Government interactions.  Ten pilot schemes will be located in rural 
post offices and will be in place later this year. 

Given the scale of the challenges it is facing, the Company will have to pursue an ambitious 
agenda across its various business areas and there is likely to be significant change and new 
business models implemented in the coming years.  This should be viewed positively as it will 
result in a solid, sustainable business for the future. 

In considering this issue, there are two elements to consider, the funding of An Post and the 
adequacy of income for individual postmasters.  For the smaller post offices, it is difficult to 
see how some postmasters will be in a position to adapt to the changes necessary to renew the 
network and, in some instances, the best option for them may be to exit the business. 

While financial and structural challenges remain, achieving a common view of the steps 
we need to take to regenerate the network is of great significance as the company re-builds and 
takes action to secure the future of the company and the network.  The agreement is a significant 
milestone and shows that An Post, the IPU and Postmasters have the potential to work together 
to deliver a viable and sustainable future for the post office network to the benefit of all parties 
and most importantly our citizens.

  Questions Nos. 30 and 31 answered orally.

25/04/2018WRA01500Greenhouse Gas Emissions

25/04/2018WRA0160032. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a financial assessment of the implication of missing 2020 targets (details sup-
plied) has been carried out. [17849/18]

25/04/2018WRA0170058. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the measures he is taking to ensure that the State ameliorates the shortfall in meet-
ing its binding 2020 targets. [17848/18]

25/04/2018WRA0180064. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that according to inter alia the EPA, 
the Climate Change Advisory Council and the SEAI, Ireland will miss its legally binding 2020 
targets.  [17847/18]

25/04/2018WRA01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 32, 58 and 64 together.
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The 2009 Effort Sharing Decision 406/2009/EC established binding annual greenhouse gas 
emissions targets for EU Member States for the period 2013 to 2020.  For the year 2020 itself, 
the target set for Ireland is that emissions should be 20% below their level in 2005.  This will be 
Ireland’s contribution to the overall EU objective to reduce its emissions by the order of 20% 
by 2020 compared to 1990 levels.  Ireland’s target is jointly the most demanding 2020 reduction 
target allocated to EU Member States under this Decision, which is shared only with Denmark 
and Luxembourg.  

The latest projections of greenhouse gas emissions, published by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency in April 2017, indicate that emissions from those sectors of the economy covered 
by Ireland’s 2020 targets could be between 4% and 6% below 2005 levels by 2020.  The pro-
jected shortfall to our targets in 2020 reflects both the constrained investment capacity over 
the past decade due to the economic crisis, and the extremely challenging nature of the target 
itself.  In fact, it is now accepted that Ireland’s 2020 target was not consistent with what would 
be achievable on an EU wide cost-effective basis.

The legislative framework governing the EU’s 2020 emissions reductions targets includes 
a number of flexibility mechanisms to enable Member States to meet their annual emissions 
targets, including provisions to bank any excess allowances to future years and to trade allow-
ances between Member States.  Using our banked emissions from the period to 2015, Ireland 
is projected to comply with its emissions reduction targets in each of the years 2013 to 2018.  
However, our cumulative emissions are expected to exceed targets for 2019 and 2020, which 
will result in a requirement to purchase additional allowances.  While this purchasing require-
ment is not, at this stage, expected to be significant, further analysis will be required to quantify 
the likely costs involved, in light of the final amount and price of allowances required.

Ireland’s first statutory National Mitigation Plan, which I published in July of last year, 
provides a framework to guide investment decisions by Government in domestic measures to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  The purpose of the Plan is to specify the policy measures 
required in order to manage Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions at a level appropriate for mak-
ing progress towards our long-term national transition objective as set out in the Climate Action 
and Low Carbon Development Act 2015, as well as to take into account existing EU and inter-
national obligations on the State in relation to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  Although 
this first Plan will not provide a complete roadmap to achieve the national transition objective 
to 2050, it begins the process of development of medium- to long-term options to ensure that 
we are well positioned to take the necessary actions in the next and future decades.

Importantly, the National Mitigation Plan is a living document that will be updated as on-
going analysis, dialogue and technological innovation generate more and more cost-effective 
sectoral mitigation options.  This continuous review process reflects the broad and evolving 
nature of the sectoral challenges outlined in the Plan, coupled with the continued development 
and deployment of emerging low carbon and cost effective technologies across different sectors 
of the economy. 

The EU Renewable Energy Directive 2009/28/EC set Ireland a legally binding target of 
meeting 16% of our energy demand from renewable sources by 2020.  While good progress has 
been made to date, with the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) advising that 9.5% 
of Ireland’s overall energy requirements in 2016 were met from renewable sources, meeting 
the 16% target remains challenging.  The SEAI’s most recent assessment is that Ireland will 
achieve between 13.2% and 15.4% of its 16% renewable energy target by 2020, indicating that 
Ireland should be between 82% to 96% towards its target.

In relation to Ireland’s renewable energy targets, the Renewable Energy Directive provides 
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a comprehensive framework for Member States to work towards achieving individual and EU 
renewable energy targets, including mechanisms for countries to work together such as sta-
tistical transfers, which allow Member States to meet their targets by purchasing credits from 
Member States that overachieve on their renewable targets.

In the absence of an established market mechanism, estimates of the cost of using instru-
ments such as statistical transfers are necessarily tentative.  Work undertaken by the SEAI in 
2016 indicated that the cost to Ireland of not meeting our overall renewable energy targets may 
be in the range of €65 million to €130 million for each percentage point Ireland falls short of 
the overall 16% renewable energy target.  Present indications – based on trades agreed by Lux-
embourg late last year - are that the costs per percentage point for statistical transfers could be 
below the lower end of the range suggested by SEAI.

While the focus of my Department remains firmly on meeting our 2020 target and on im-
plementation of renewable energy measures, including a new Renewable Electricity Support 
Scheme (RESS) and a new Support Scheme for Renewal Heat (SSRH), contingency planning 
has commenced to explore the potential extent, mechanisms and cost of addressing our target 
within the framework of the Directive.

Any requirement for statistical transfers to meet compliance would be undertaken against a 
background of discussions by the Irish authorities with the EU Commission and relevant Mem-
ber States.  As any purchases arising would be made over a period, the costs to the Exchequer of 
acquiring statistical transfers to meet any potential shortfall would likely be spread over several 
years and the cumulative costs would not be known until 2021, the deadline for completion of 
all purchases.

  Question No. 33 answered with Question No. 29.

25/04/2018WRA02100National Mitigation Plan

25/04/2018WRA0220034. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which he remains satisfied with meeting targets in respect of 
fossil fuel reduction and electricity generating dependency thereon; if he expects to meet these 
targets in full within the prescribed period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18018/18]

25/04/2018WRA02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Energy White Paper presents a long-term strategic vision that is intended to 
guide the direction of Irish energy policy from now until 2030.  At its heart is a commitment 
to transform Ireland into a low carbon society and economy by 2050 and reduce the country’s 
fossil fuel dependency.  This ambitious vision for Ireland’s energy system envisages a reduction 
in greenhouse gas emissions from that sector by 80-95% relative to 1990 levels by 2050.  The 
White Paper identifies the importance of diversifying Ireland’s energy generation portfolio and 
largely decarbonising the energy sector by 2050 but also recognises that some fossil fuels will 
remain significant elements of Ireland’s energy supply in that transition period.

The extent of the challenge to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, in line with our EU and in-
ternational commitments, is well understood by the Government.  The National Policy Position 
on Climate Action and Low Carbon Development 2014 establishes a long-term objective to 
pursue substantial decarbonisation of the energy, transport and built environment sectors, as 
well as pursuing carbon neutrality in the agriculture and land sector.  Transition to low carbon 
electricity generation will be key to successfully meeting this objective.
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The National Mitigation Plan 2017 provides a framework to guide investment decisions by 
Government in domestic measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  The Plan specifies the 
policy measures required in order to manage Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions at a level ap-
propriate for making progress towards our long-term national transition objective as set out in 
the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015.  It also takes into account existing 
EU and international obligations on the State in relation to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  
This first Plan begins the process of development of medium- to long-term options to ensure 
that we are well positioned to take the necessary actions in the next and future decades.

In 2016, imported fossil fuels accounted for 69% of our energy needs at a cost of €3.4 bil-
lion.  This marks a reduction in our energy import dependency figure which was 88% in 2015 at 
a cost of €4.6 billion.  Renewable electricity generation accounted for 27.2% of gross electricity 
consumption in 2016.  The use of renewables in electricity generation in 2016 reduced CO2 
emissions by 3.1 Mt and avoided €192 million in fossil fuel imports.

Published data from the SEAI indicates that 27.2% of electricity, 6.8% of heat and 5.0% of 
transport energy requirements were met from renewable sources at end 2016.  Overall, SEAI 
analysis shows that 9.5% of Ireland’s energy requirements in 2016 were met from renewable 
sources.  The SEAI projects that Ireland will achieve between 13.2% and 15.4% of its 16% re-
newable energy target by 2020, indicating that Ireland should be between 82% and 96% of its 
target.  While Ireland has made considerable progress in the decarbonisation of our energy sec-
tor in recent years this progress will need to accelerate in pace in the coming years.

While the focus of my Department remains firmly on meeting our 2020 renewable target 
and on implementation of renewable energy measures, including the new Renewable Electric-
ity Support Scheme and the Support Scheme for Renewal Heat, contingency planning has com-
menced to explore the potential extent, mechanisms and costs of addressing our targets within 
the framework of the 2009 Directive.

25/04/2018WRA02400Electric Vehicles

25/04/2018WRA0250035. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he will introduce an auction system for the provision of EV charging points around 
the country. [18001/18]

25/04/2018WRA0260057. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to increase the number of ecar public charging points across the 
country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17978/18]

25/04/2018WRA02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 35 and 57 together.

The Low Emissions Vehicle Taskforce, which is co-chaired by my Department and the De-
partment of Transport, Tourism and Sport, is considering the measures and options available to 
Government to accelerate the deployment of electric vehicles.  As Deputies will be aware, this 
has led to a range of additional supports being introduced for electric vehicles.

For instance, earlier this month, a new Electric Vehicle Public Awareness Campaign was 
launched by the SEAI.  This campaign includes a website (www.DrivingElectric.ie) providing 
information on buying and driving an EV including the models available and links to dealers to 
arrange a test drive.  There will also be an advertising campaign “The Face of Driving Electric” 
which will highlight how electric vehicles are compatible with virtually everyone’s daily lives.  
Public road shows and fleet trials will be rolled out later in the year providing more people the 
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opportunity to trial electric vehicles.

A key focus of the work of the Taskforce is examining options for infrastructure, regula-
tion and pricing including the examination of options to  facilitate the expansion of the public 
charging network.  While the vast majority of EV charging happens at home, which aligns with 
both technology and patterns of use of vehicles, the National Policy Framework for Alternative 
Fuels Infrastructure for Transport in Ireland 2017-2030 which was published in May 2017, sets 
out the need for increases in the number of domestic and public charge points to support the 
growth of electric vehicles. 

The majority of the existing network of publicly accessible charge points was rolled out by 
the ESB, through its eCars programme. The   Commission for Regulation of Utilities approved 
an application from ESB Networks to recover the costs of this project to a maximum of €25 
million from use of system charges.

Following a public consultation process, the Commission for Regulation of Utilities pub-
lished its independent regulatory decision in relation to the ownership of this infrastructure in 
October 2017.  A key outcome of the decision is that the charging network should not form part 
of the regulated asset base and therefore expansions of the network should not be funded from 
network charges.  This is in keeping with the proposals set out by the European Commission in 
the Clean Energy for All Europeans package which was published in 2016. 

The decision also set out the need for the electric vehicle charging infrastructure to operate 
on a commercial basis.  In the absence of State-led support, this is unlikely to happen in the near 
term.  Funding has, therefore, been allocated in my Department’s budget this year to support the 
provision of public charging.  

The Low Emissions Vehicle Taskforce is examining how best to support the development 
of the public charging network. This has included examining options in relation to a competi-
tive tendering process, as suggested by the Deputy, grant schemes, and other potential support 
measures.  A stakeholder workshop held in November 2017 and meetings with relevant repre-
sentative groups has helped inform this work.

The first phase of the Taskforce’s work, which focuses on electric vehicles, is nearing com-
pletion and I expect to bring forward proposals that will support the provision of effective and 
efficient publically accessible electric vehicle charging.

25/04/2018WRA02800Energy Policy

25/04/2018WRA0290036. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to aid householders in the reduction of emissions in view of the fact that 
reports in April 2018 highlighted that emissions and energy usage is on the rise in homes here. 
[18025/18]

25/04/2018WRA0300060. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he will take to support retrofitting across tenure and building types in 
view of the fact that experts estimate that Ireland must retrofit the vast majority of homes to a 
near zero energy standard by 2050 if the State is to meet its carbon emission reductions targets. 
[18034/18]

25/04/2018WRA03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 36 and 60 together.
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Ireland’s White Paper on Energy Policy, Ireland’s Transition to a Low Carbon Energy Future 
2015-2030, National Mitigation Plan (NMP) and Long Term Renovation Strategy (LTRS) all 
recognise the fact that extensive renovation of our building stock will need to take place in or-
der to meet both national and international targets for energy savings and emissions reduction 
by 2050. These documents were informed by extensive stakeholder engagement and public 
consultation. The new SEAI report, Energy in the Residential Sector, is a timely reminder of the 
critical importance of energy efficiency to reduce energy use and enable the switch away from 
fossil fuels to renewable heating systems. 

A number of actions which are outlined in the NMP and LTRS are already underway to pro-
mote deep renovation of buildings across all building types and tenure.  Those actions which 
relate specifically to homes are outlined below.

The Better Energy Programme is funded by my Department and operated by the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland.  It has been in place since 2009 and provides energy efficiency 
upgrades to homes.  A short summary of the schemes under the programme is set out as follows.

- The Better Energy Homes Scheme provides grant aid to homeowners who wish to improve 
the energy performance of their home.  Fixed grants are provided towards the cost of a range of 
measures.  I recently expanded this scheme to support the transition away from fossil fuels, and 
achieve greater energy savings and emissions reductions, by providing a grant for heat pumps 
and increasing the funding for external insulation. 

- The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures 
free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty.  I recently announced 
the expansion of the scheme to include internal and external wall insulation in order to increase 
the number of people that can receive upgrades and increase the energy savings and emissions 
reductions the scheme can achieve by enabling fuel switching. 

- The Better Energy Communities scheme allows groups of buildings to apply for funding 
to improve their energy efficiency.  This scheme has resulted in innovative approaches to reno-
vation being developed, while also contributing to the overall reduction of energy usage and 
emissions from our building stock.

However, I am keenly aware of the need for a significant increase in effort in the post 2020 
period and have introduced a number of initiatives to support this:

- The Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme is investigating the how to create a scalable offering for 
the deep retrofit of Ireland’s housing stock to an A3 Building Energy Rating (BER). 

- The Warmth and Wellbeing Pilot Scheme, funded by my Department, is a joint policy 
initiative with the Department of Health, and is operated by SEAI and the HSE.  It will mea-
sure the health and wellbeing impacts associated with improved energy efficiency.  Increasing 
awareness of the multiple benefits of energy efficiency is critical to encourage people to invest 
in and make their contribution to action on climate change.

The National Development Plan 2018 -2027 recognises that improving the energy efficien-
cy of the built environment is a central plank of Ireland’s action on climate change. Energy ef-
ficiency will also realise benefits for air quality, health, social inclusion, business competitive-
ness and better public services, all of which will make a real and positive impact on people’s 
lives. Exchequer investment of €4 billion, along with taxation and regulatory measures, are 
provided for under the NDP, to ensure a step change in the energy performance in the residen-
tial sector, with upgrades to homes increasing from 30,000 to 45,000 per annum from 2021. In 
addition, the completion of a comprehensive €750 million retrofit programme would place the 
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public sector built environment on a sound trajectory for 2050 and lead the way in developing 
Ireland’s sustainable energy supply chain.

Further details of all the SEAI funding available for energy efficiency are available on their 
website: www.seai.ie/grants/. 

25/04/2018WRA03200National Broadband Plan Implementation

25/04/2018WRA0330037. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the status of the commitment to provide high speed broadband to each 
house and business in County Donegal; the deadline for same; the number of homes and busi-
nesses which have access to high speed broadband; the number of additional homes and busi-
nesses which received access to high speed broadband in 2017; the number which will receive 
access in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17842/18]

25/04/2018WRA03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  
The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector.  Today, almost 
7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband.  Since 
this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high speed 
broadband.  This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection.  This is be-
ing achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.

In April 2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie.  This Map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide 
high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area 
under the NBP. 

The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/eircode:

- The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.  

- The BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently deliver-
ing or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services. 

- The LIGHT BLUE areas represent eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to rollout high 
speed broadband to 300,000 premises.

In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis. eir has com-
mitted to completing the rollout by the end of this year.  Information on eir’s planned rural 
deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/.  A copy of the Commitment 
Agreement is available on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie. 

There are just over 101,000 premises in Donegal.  Nearly 34,000 (33%) fall within the AM-
BER area and will be covered under the State led Intervention. Some 56,500 (56%) of premises 
are in a BLUE area and fall to be covered by commercial providers, while 11,000 (11%) are 
LIGHT BLUE and fall to be covered by eir’s planned rural deployment.  Individuals can check 
which category their premises falls into by going to my Department’s website www.broadband.
gov.ie and entering their eircode into the Map.  
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Quarterly updates on eir’s rural deployment are published on this website. Since beginning 
their rollout in Q4 2016, eir has passed a total of 121,000 premises, including some 15,000 in 
County Donegal.  Approximately, a further 11,000 premises remain to be passed in Donegal by 
the end of this year.  By the end of eir’s deployment approximately 67% of Donegal’s premises 
will have access to a high speed broadband service.

My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will roll-out a 
new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area.  That procurement process 
is now in its final stages.  My Department will engage with the successful bidder on the most 
efficient roll-out of the network.

In the interim, practical initiatives will continue to be addressed through the work of the 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address obstacles and improve connectivity in re-
spect of existing and future mobile phone and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.  There 
is a link to a list of these local Broadband Officers on my Department’s website.

25/04/2018WRA03500Telecommunications Services Provision

25/04/2018WRA0360038. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the upgrade of the national mobile telephone coverage plan; the 
steps he has taken to improve it in accordance with the measures and timetables set out in the 
programme for partnership Government; the way in which these actions have improved or im-
pacted on the quality of telecommunications services for consumers here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17965/18]

25/04/2018WRA0370065. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the way in which the implementation of recommendations from the mobile tele-
phone and broadband task force report is assisting persons in County Kildare who experience 
poor mobile telephone and broadband coverage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18037/18]

25/04/2018WRA03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 38 and 65 together.

Providing telecommunications services, including mobile phone services, is a matter for the 
relevant service providers operating in a fully liberalised market regulated by the Commission 
for Communications Regulation (ComReg), as independent Regulator.  I do not have statutory 
authority to require commercial companies to rollout services and make specific investments 
in particular locations.  The ComReg consumer helpline is accessible at consumerline@com-
reg.ie and I would urge consumers who feel they have not received an appropriate response 
from service providers to make contact with the Regulator.

Notwithstanding ComReg’s independence, I recognise the frustration felt by Irish consum-
ers where telecommunications networks are not always delivering the services people expect.  
Accordingly, I specifically included in the Programme for Government a commitment to a Mo-
bile Phone and Broadband Taskforce.  The Taskforce worked with key stakeholders to produce 
a report in December 2016, available on my Department’s website, which contained 40 actions 
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to alleviate some of the deficits.  The Implementation Group I co-chair with Minister Kyne is 
overseeing implementation of the actions and comprises all key stakeholders responsible for 
delivery.  This includes ComReg, which attends as both an action owner, and in an observer 
capacity in its role as the independent Regulator.

Minister Kyne and I published the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce Implementa-
tion Review 2017 on 21 February 2018, which comprehensively outlines the progress made in 
2017 on the actions identified by the Taskforce.  Of the 40 actions, 29 have been completed, 
with work on the remaining 11 carrying into the 2018 Work Programme.  Following close en-
gagement with stakeholders at the National Stakeholder Forum, an additional 23 new measures 
have been identified for delivery in 2018, that will lead to improvements for consumers across 
Ireland. 

In terms of addressing mobile coverage blackspots, various initiatives are under way:

- My Department and the Department of Rural and Community Development have worked 
to achieve a greater consensus around site selection for telecoms infrastructure and therefore 
improve mobile phone coverage. 

- Both Departments also worked with a pilot group of local authorities to identify the is-
sues associated with mapping local blackspots.  This pilot exercise has been completed, with 
all local authorities having been asked to map local blackspots and identify infrastructure that 
could potentially be used to provide additional coverage on an economic basis.  This exercise is 
ongoing, and has been included in the 2018 Taskforce Work Programme.  It is planned to have 
dedicated GIS resources in place to support this. 

- Under Action 40 of the 2016 Report, a review was conducted to identify recommendations 
to address blackspots.  This work is continuing in 2018 under a focus group to inform future 
policy development and initiatives, in providing guidance with respect to specific categories 
of locations where high quality mobile phone coverage should be made available as a priority, 
taking account of customer expectations. 

- ComReg is also delivering a composite national coverage map, which will, in tandem with 
its work on handset testing and activities to raise consumer awareness, allow people across Ire-
land to optimise the services available to them.

All of these initiatives should assist in enhancing the quality of mobile phone and data ser-
vices, particularly in rural areas.

In tandem with the work of the Taskforce, the release by ComReg of the 3.6GHz radio spec-
trum band, which has been identified at EU level as a primary band suitable for the introduction 
of 5G, will also contribute to addressing increasing mobile data demands and improve mobile 
coverage.  Mobile operators’ commercial investment has also resulted in improved services, 
following ComReg’s 2012 multi-band spectrum auction. At least one operator now has in ex-
cess of 90% 4G population coverage.

In terms of tackling broadband deficiencies, the Government’s National Broadband Plan 
(NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all 
premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging in-
vestment by the telecoms sector so that today almost 7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in 
Ireland have access to high speed broadband.  Since this Government came into office almost 
400,000 additional premises have access to high speed broadband.  This will increase to nearly 
8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 2020,  9 out of 10 premises will have access 
to a high speed broadband connection.  This is being achieved via a combination of commercial 
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investment and a State led intervention

25/04/2018WRA03900North-South Interconnector

25/04/2018WRA0400039. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the concerns of communities in counties Cavan and Monaghan about 
the North-South interconnector particularly in respect of health, tourism, heritage, land and 
property devaluation; if the project will be underground; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17846/18]

25/04/2018WRA0410040. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the two independent studies into the proposed North-South interconnector 
will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18011/18]

25/04/2018WRA04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 39 and 40 together.  

The North South Interconnector, as proposed as an overhead line, now has full planning 
permission in both Ireland and Northern Ireland. 

I have listened carefully to the issues raised in relation to this project, particularly those 
living in close proximity to the proposed project. In February and March 2017, two motions 
calling for an updated independent study into the north-south interconnector were passed by 
Dáil Éireann and Seanad Éireann.  I met with the Monaghan Anti-Pylon Committee and North 
East Pylon Pressure Campaign, together with Oireachtas members from Cavan, Monaghan and 
Meath in February 2017.  I subsequently met with Oireachtas members in May 2017 and most 
recently again in January of this year.  In addition, my officials have held separate meetings 
with the Monaghan Anti-Pylon Committee and North East Pylon Pressure Campaign in March 
and April last year.

All of these engagements – together with the motions - were important in my decision to 
commission two independent studies into the project.  The studies are designed to address the 
main points of the motions as well as key concerns expressed by those parties opposed to the 
development of an overhead line.  Some impacts such as environmental and health concerns 
will not be assessed since the statutory planning process is the appropriate method by which 
such impacts are assessed and evaluated. 

The Consultants undertaking the two studies have finalised their reports and once consid-
ered in my department and submitted to me it is my intention that these will be brought to Gov-
ernment and made publicly available. This process will take a number of weeks.

25/04/2018WRA04300Climate Change Adaptation Plans

25/04/2018WRA0440041. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the progress made in implementing the 12 key actions recommended in the 
national adaptation framework; the measures implemented to ensure the oversight and report-
ing recommendations (details supplied) at national level are fully functional; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18013/18]

25/04/2018WRA04500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Implementing Ireland’s first statutory National Adaptation Framework (NAF) is a 
key priority for both my Department and indeed the whole of Government. I am very happy to 
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report that significant progress has been made in the relatively short time that has elapsed since 
I published the Framework in the offices of Sligo County Council in January of this year.

The NAF identifies 12 priority actions and related supporting objectives that are to be pro-
gressed in order to support and advance the implementation of climate adaptation policy at 
national, regional and local level in Ireland. These 12 priority actions are being advanced in line 
with the timelines given in the table of actions on pages 89 and 90 of the NAF. 

Under the NAF, Government Departments with responsibility for priority sectors are re-
quired to prepare sectoral adaptation plans in line with the requirements of the Climate Action 
and Low Carbon Development Act 2015. The NAF identifies twelve key sectors under the re-
mit of seven Government Ministers where sectoral adaptation plans are to be prepared. On 27 
March 2018 the Government requested, in line with its obligations under the Climate Act, those 
Ministers to begin the preparation of their sectoral plans and to submit final plans to Govern-
ment no later than 30 September 2019.

On foot of that Government decision, I have written to the relevant Ministers outlining the 
deadline for the submission of plans to Government, including a summary of the requirements 
on Ministers when preparing those plans and the oversight arrangements that will be in place 
to support implementation of NAF and the development of sectoral plans. In this regard the 
National Adaptation Steering Committee is currently being reviewed and restructured so as to 
ensure that a coordinated, comprehensive and coherent approach continues to operate in imple-
menting actions under the NAF. This Steering Committee will now report into the High Level 
Steering Group established under the National Mitigation Plan (NMP) which I chair, and which 
has now been renamed the National Climate Action High Level Steering Group so as to address 
both climate mitigation and adaptation.

This oversight structure will be further supported by statutory oversight mechanisms in the 
Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015, including those referred to on page 
88 of the NAF.

Local understanding is also crucial to getting adaptation right. In this regard, and in order 
to further  advance key actions identified under both the NAF and the National Mitigation Plan 
(NMP), I announced back in January funding of €10 million to be provided over five years to 
set up four Regional Local Authority Climate Action Offices. My Department is currently en-
gaging with the City and County Management Association and the Local Government Manage-
ment Agency to progress the establishment of this regional structure as efficiently as possible 
and ensuring that proper oversight and governance arrangements are put in place.

I have written to the Chief Executives of each of the four lead Local Authorities concerned, 
outlining the obligations and governance arrangements for the Local Authority sector in rela-
tion to climate action, including with regard to the preparation of Local Authority adaptation 
strategies.

I am also aware of the need to ensure that our relevant sectors, including Local Government, 
are supported in their efforts to develop their respective adaptation plans and strategies under 
the framework. In this regard, I intend to publish Sectoral Planning Guidelines for Climate 
Change Adaptation in the coming weeks, with a view to following up later this year with the 
publication of Local Adaptation Strategy Guidelines. I am also looking at how best to develop a 
Climate Information Platform (Climate Ireland) for Ireland which can act as a long-term opera-
tional support for climate action in Ireland. Such a platform can also play a key role in facili-
tating our National Dialogue on Climate Action. This will be critical in terms of continuing to 
raise awareness of the key issues pertaining to climate adaptation and resilience. 



Questions - Written Answers

14

I am fully committed to ensuring we continue to implement all relevant actions under the 
NAF and I am working across the whole of Government to embed climate resilience into every-
thing we do - whether through our new National Planning Framework or through our National 
Development Plan - and in doing so continue the process of making appropriate preparations so 
as to ensure we are climate resilient well into the future.

25/04/2018WRA04600National Broadband Plan Funding

25/04/2018WRA0470042. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the impact the investment of €500 million from the European Investment Bank 
will have on the national broadband plan; the timelines in this regard; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18010/18]

25/04/2018WRA0480050. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the terms of the investment announced by the European Investment Bank in the 
national broadband plan; and his views on the implications of same for ownership of the State’s 
broadband infrastructure. [17893/18]

25/04/2018WRA0490053. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the terms of the investment announced by the European Investment Bank in the 
national broadband plan; and the implications for ownership of the State’s broadband infra-
structure in this regard. [17844/18]

25/04/2018WRA05000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 42, 50 and 53 together.

On 12th April 2018, the European Investment Bank (EIB) announced it had allocated fi-
nance of €500 million to the rollout of a high speed broadband network for the National Broad-
band Plan.  EIB financing is only offered to projects which contribute to EU Economic policy 
objectives, such as the improvement of EU transport and telecommunications infrastructure and 
which also meet the EIB’s requirements for overall quality and soundness.  It would not be ap-
propriate for me as Minister to comment on the terms of investment of EIB finance, when I do 
not have a statutory function in the matter.

Nevertheless, I welcome the announcement from the EIB as an endorsement of the NBP 
State led intervention as it enters its final stages.  The allocation of €500m in EU financing from 
the EIB provides the project with the potential to access reliable and affordable finance from 
a recognised European financial institution under the Investment Plan for Europe.  It brings us 
a step closer to achieving our ultimate goal of the plan which is to connect 542,000 premises 
regardless of location.

Question No. 43 answered with Question No. 31.

25/04/2018WRA05200National Broadband Plan Implementation

25/04/2018WRA0530044. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the national broadband plan; the date by which the contract will be 
awarded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18032/18]

25/04/2018WRA0540046. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the national broadband plan; the date on which the contract will be 
awarded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17966/18]
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25/04/2018WRA05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 44 and 46 together.

The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  
The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. Today, almost 
7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband. Since 
this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high speed 
broadband. This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection. This is being 
achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention. 

In April 2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide 
high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area 
under the NBP. 

The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/eircode:

- The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.  

- The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently 
delivering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

- The LIGHT BLUE areas represent eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to rollout high 
speed broadband to 300,000 premises. 

There are over 2.3 million premises in the State. Approximately 540,000 fall within the 
AMBER area. Over 1.6 million premises are in a BLUE area and approximately 180,000 are 
LIGHT BLUE.

In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
High speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis. eir has com-
mitted to completing the rollout by the end of this year.  Information on eir’s planned rural 
deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/. A copy of the Commitment 
Agreement is available on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie. 

Quarterly updates on eir’s rural deployment are published on this website. eir has passed a 
total of 121,000 premises as of December 2017.  Figures for Q1 2018 are expected to be pub-
lished in May.

My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area. That procurement process 
is now in its final stages. My Department will engage with the successful bidder on the most 
efficient rollout of the network.

In the interim, practical initiatives will continue to be addressed through the work of the 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address obstacles and improve connectivity in re-
spect of existing and future mobile phone and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
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tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure. There 
is a link to a list of these local Broadband Officers on my Department’s website.

25/04/2018WRA05600Greenhouse Gas Emissions

25/04/2018WRA0570045. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the measures in either the national policy plan or the national mitigation plan that 
deal with the necessary reductions in the areas of manufacturing combustion, industrial pro-
cesses, F-gases, waste sectors or in energy industries other than electricity, including petroleum 
refining, solid fuel manufacture and fugitive emissions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17967/18]

25/04/2018WRA05800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Official inventories of Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions are prepared annually 
by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The most recent data, for the year 2016, was 
published in April 2018 and is available on the EPA’s website at: http://www.epa.ie/pubs/re-
ports/air/airemissions/ghgemissions2016/.

According to this data, the breakdown of emissions by sector in 2016 is as follows: 

Sector Mt CO2eq. % of total 2015 emissions
Agriculture 19.851 32.2%
Energy Industries 12.557 20.4%
Transport 12.294 20%
Residential 6.047 9.8%
Manufacturing Combustion 4.555 7.4%
Industrial Processes 2.150 3.5%
F-Gases 1.267 2.1%
Commercial Services 0.994 1.6%
Waste 0.958 1.6%
Public Services 0.873 1.4%
Total ETS 17.748 29%
Total Non-ETS 43.798 71%
Total for all sectors 61.546 100%

Ireland’s first statutory National Mitigation Plan, which I published in July 2017, specifical-
ly addresses action in four key sectors of the economy: Electricity Generation; the Built Envi-
ronment; Transport; and Agriculture, Forestry and Land Use. These sectors account for the vast 
majority of Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions and action in these sectors will be paramount to 
building the foundations for Ireland’s low carbon transformation considering the cross-cutting 
nature of the climate challenge.

A number of different sources of emissions, comprising manufacturing combustion, indus-
trial processes, f-gases, and the waste sector, are not specifically addressed in this National Mit-
igation Plan. Some of these sources comprise relatively small volumes of greenhouse gas emis-
sions and, therefore, contribute relatively little to Ireland’s total emissions.  Emissions from a 
number of these sources are also already controlled by regulation at national and EU level.  

Emissions from manufacturing combustion and industrial processes arise from a variety of 
sources, including the combustion of fuels in industry and construction as well as process emis-
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sions from cement manufacture. These sources are, in the main, regulated in Ireland under the 
EU Emissions Trading System.

Fluorinated greenhouse gases (F-gases) are regulated in the EU under EU Regulation 
517/2014. This Regulation includes provisions for a phase down of hydrofluorocarbons (HFC) 
use (all HFCs placed on the EU market are now controlled through an EU quota system); a 
number of equipment use bans; and service and maintenance bans for high Global Warming 
Potential (GWP) refrigerants.  The relevant sources of such emissions in Ireland include pro-
duction, use and disposal of equipment containing these fluids (e.g. refrigerators, mobile air 
conditioning systems, metered dose inhalers and electrical switch-gear). 

In relation to emissions from the waste sector, Government waste policy is predicated on the 
waste hierarchy as set out in the Waste Framework Directive and seeks to minimise the genera-
tion of waste. A number of specific measures have been, and will continue to be, introduced to 
reduce the volume of waste generated in the State in line with Government policy. The Waste 
Management Act 1996 contains a number of key legal obligations, including requirements for 
waste management planning, waste collection and movement, the authorisation of waste fa-
cilities, measures to reduce the production of waste and/or promote its recovery. According to 
the most recent projections of greenhouse gas emissions, published by the EPA in April 2017, 
emissions from the waste sector are projected to decrease by 36% by 2020 on 2015 levels. This 
is primarily attributable to methane emissions from landfill reducing significantly, and is under-
pinned by increased recovery (including recycling and energy recovery) of waste materials and 
adherence to Food Waste Regulations which reduces the organic content of landfilled waste and 
thus its greenhouse gas production potential.

Sources of emissions in energy industries not already regulated by the EU Emissions Trad-
ing System are subject to a national carbon tax, currently set at €20 per tonne of CO2 emit-
ted. The carbon tax was introduced in 2010 and applies to kerosene, marked gas oil, liquid 
petroleum gas, fuel oil, natural gas and solid fuels.  The Government is committed to carbon 
pricing as a core element of the suite of policy measures to address and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions over time. Carbon pricing has the potential to drive reductions in consumption of 
fossil fuels and encourage energy efficiency improvements by households and businesses. The 
Minister for Finance has commissioned further analysis on the carbon tax to inform the policy 
direction of the tax, with an examination of its mitigation and distributional impacts forming 
part of an assessment of possible future pathways for incremental increases.

  Question No. 46 answered with Question No. 44.

25/04/2018WRA06000Climate Change Policy

25/04/2018WRA0610047. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if an all Government approach to the issue of climate change is being taken in 
view of the climate ambition of An Taoiseach. [17851/18]

25/04/2018WRA06200202. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans in the context of climate action with a view to meeting the various 
challenges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18319/18]

25/04/2018WRA06300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 47 and 202 together. 

I published Ireland’s first statutory National Mitigation Plan in July 2017. This is a whole-
of-Government Plan, reflecting in particular the central roles of the Ministers responsible for 
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the sectors covered by the Plan (Electricity Generation, the Built Environment, Transport and 
Agriculture, Forestry and Land Use), and drawing on the perspectives of a range of other De-
partments. The Plan is a living document that will be updated as on-going analysis, dialogue 
and technological innovation generate more and more cost-effective sectoral mitigation options.

I subsequently published Ireland’s first statutory National Adaptation Framework in January 
2018.The Framework sets out the national strategy to reduce the vulnerability of the country to 
the negative effects of climate change and to avail of positive impacts. Under the Framework, 
seven Government Departments and Agencies, with responsibility for the twelve priority sec-
tors identified in the Framework, will be required to prepare sectoral adaptation plans in line 
with the requirements of the Climate Act and Framework policies. 

Implementation of the both National Mitigation Plan and National Adaptation Framework 
is overseen by a High Level Climate Action Steering Group which I chair and which reports, in 
turn, to the Cabinet Committee on Infrastructure, Environment and Climate Action. 

Building on these strategies, the publication in February of the National Development Plan, 
will lead to a significant step change in funding available for climate action over the next de-
cade with a strong focus on strategic investments in the areas of transport, renewable energy, 
grid development and interconnection, the built environment, and flood risk management, to 
address the significant climate change challenges that Ireland faces. Almost €22 billion will be 
directed, between Exchequer and non-Exchequer resources, to addressing the transition to a 
low-carbon and climate resilient society. In addition, the NDP allocated a further €8.6 billion 
for investments in sustainable mobility. This capital investment will enable us to deliver a sig-
nificant reduction in our greenhouse gas emissions over the period to 2030.

25/04/2018WRA06400Renewable Energy Incentives

25/04/2018WRA0650048. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans  to publish the renewable energy support scheme in view of the fact 
that public consultation was opened in September 2017 and closed on 10 November 2017; the 
gigawatts he plans to allocate to the various technologies, that is, wind, solar and biomass; and 
if the design of the auction system will be technology neutral or technology specific. [17850/18]

25/04/2018WRA0660051. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the date by which the renewable energy support scheme will be finalised and pub-
lished, respectively; if this scheme will support varied technology types; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18033/18]

25/04/2018WRA06700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 48 and 51 together.

The Energy White Paper presents a long-term strategic vision that is intended to guide the 
direction of Irish energy policy from now until 2030. It identifies the long-term strategic impor-
tance of diversifying Ireland’s energy generation portfolio and largely decarbonising the energy 
sector by 2050.  It does not set out targets for specific renewable technologies; rather it provides 
a framework to guide policy between now and 2030.   

Increasing renewable technology diversity is one of several policy objectives of my Depart-
ment. To date, onshore wind has been the largest driver of growth in renewable energy electric-
ity, primarily down to its cost effectiveness when compared to other renewable technologies.  
My Department is currently developing a proposed new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 
(RESS) which will be designed to assist Ireland in meeting its renewable energy contributions 
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out to 2030. 

The design of the new scheme included an extensive independent economic appraisal which 
compared the cost of supporting a range of commercial renewable technologies, at various 
scales to ensure that the new scheme delivers value for money for energy users whilst also de-
livering on the energy pillars of sustainability and security of supply. The assessment included 
analysis of the optimum financial support mechanisms for renewable technologies, in line with 
the 2014 EU State Aid Guidelines. The analysis indicates that a number of renewable technolo-
gies have converging and in some cases overlapping cost ranges, and I note with interest the 
continued falling costs of renewable technologies over the past year, such as offshore wind and 
solar PV.

My Department received 1,250 submissions to the final consultation on the RESS which 
closed in November and analysis of these is now complete. I am keen that this new Scheme 
encourages the diversification of renewable energy technologies in Ireland, while mindful of 
the need to minimise the costs on the consumers through the Public Service Obligation.  At this 
stage no final decisions have been made as regards which technologies or scales will be sup-
ported under the new RESS. 

A final design proposal will shortly be brought to Government for approval, including the 
overall costs and technologies to be supported. Subsequent to a Government decision, a formal 
application for State Aid clearance from the European Commission will commence. The new 
scheme is expected to open in 2019. 

25/04/2018WRA06800Television Licence Fee Collection

25/04/2018WRA0690049. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment  the steps he is taking to reduce television licence fee evasion and to address the 
broader issue of the funding of public service broadcasting. [18036/18]

25/04/2018WRA07000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The current level of TV licence evasion is estimated to be 14.6%. While the rate 
has fallen from 15.3% at the end of 2013, it is still very high and equates to a loss of €40m per 
annum to public service broadcasting.

To address this issue, my Department has been working with An Post and RTÉ on an on-
going basis to ensure that the TV licence collection system is working as effectively as possible. 
Measures such as marketing campaigns, more evening and weekend inspection and appoint-
ment of additional temporary inspectors are just some of the initiatives that have been utilised 
to enhance sales and improve compliance rates. 

While these measures are important steps, I believe that the current system needs to be 
reformed. As the Deputy will be aware, I obtained Government approval last year to draft a 
number of legislative amendments to the Broadcasting Act 2009, including amendments for the 
tendering of TV Licence fee collection.

The proposed amendments were considered under Pre-Legislative Scrutiny by the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Climate Action & Environment and I received 
their report on 8 March. My officials are considering the contents of this report and it is also 
being considered by Parliamentary Counsel in the drafting process. 

As the Deputy is also aware, I requested the Committee to examine the longer term issue 
of the future funding of public service media. The Committee published their report at the end 
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of November 2017.It was debated in the Dail on 29 March and I intend to bring proposals to 
Government shortly. 

  Question No. 50 answered with Question No. 42.

  Question No. 51 answered with Question No. 48.

25/04/2018WRA07250Television Licence Fee Collection

25/04/2018WRA0730052. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the timeline and nature of the tendering process he plans to introduce for the col-
lection of television licence fees. [18002/18]

25/04/2018WRA07400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Section 145 (1) of the Broadcasting Act 2009 defines ‘issuing agent’ as An Post 
“or another person designated by the Minister” under Section 145 (3) of the Act.

The Act does not currently provide for the tendering of licence fee collection and I obtained 
Government approval in May 2017 for the drafting of the Broadcasting (Amendment) Bill 
which includes an amendment to allow for tendering of licence fee collection.  

The Bill was examined under pre-legislative scrutiny by the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Communications, Climate Action & Environment who published their report on 8th March.  
My Department and the OPC are considering the Report in the context of the drafting process 
which is now underway.  The Bill is on the list of priority legislation for this session.

       Question No. 53 answered with Question No. 42.

25/04/2018WRB00300Nuclear Safety

25/04/2018WRB0040054. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his engagement with his UK counterparts on proposed nuclear developments at 
Hinkley Point and on the impacts of Brexit on UK nuclear safety standards; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18035/18]

25/04/2018WRB00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Ireland enjoys a close working relationship with the United Kingdom (UK) on 
radiological matters of mutual interest. This relationship is formalised through a UK-Ireland 
Contact Group which meets biannually.  The most recent meeting held in Dublin on April 18 
was attended by officials from my Department, the Department of Housing Planning and Local 
Government, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the United Kingdom’s Depart-
ment of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Office for Nuclear Regulation, and National 
Decommissioning Authority, as well as officials from the Isle of Man administration.

Through this process officials from my Department and the EPA have the opportunity to 
raise issues of concern directly with  the UK at both a policy and technical level.  The UK’s new 
nuclear build programme, including Hinkley Point C, is a standing agenda item at these meet-
ings. This engagement informed the publication of the 2013 EPA report on Proposed nuclear 
power plants in the UK – potential radiological implications for Ireland, which found that the 
routine operation of the proposed nuclear power plants, including Hinkley Point C, will have 
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no measurable radiological impact on Ireland or the Irish marine environment.  Senior officials 
from my Department and the EPA also visited the Hinkley Point C site in October 2017 to learn 
more about the project.

The UK exit from the Euratom Treaty, as part of Brexit, has also been discussed at recent 
meetings of the Group, including at the latest meeting in Dublin on 18 April. The on-going 
Brexit negotiations, including matters relating to the UK’s decision to leave the Euratom Treaty, 
are being conducted bilaterally between the European Union, represented by the European 
Commission, and the UK. Ireland contributes to the process through its representation at the 
European Council Article 50 Working Party which meets regularly to discuss Brexit related is-
sues, including Euratom.  

In March of this year, I received a letter from the UK Minister for Energy and Industry in 
relation to the UK’s exit from Euratom which outlined planned future UK arrangements on 
civil nuclear power. This letter provided significant assurances in relation to nuclear safety 
standards. I have welcomed this information from my UK counterpart which is indicative of the 
constructive relationship Ireland enjoys with the UK in this area.

There are currently no safety or security concerns for Ireland arising from the UK with-
drawal from the Euratom Treaty. In the first instance, the UK remains a member of Euratom, 
and the UK nuclear industry remains subject to oversight by the EU institutions, until such time 
as their withdrawal from the EU is finalised.  

Last year the UK transposed Euratom’s revised Nuclear Safety Directive which requires EU 
countries to give the highest priority to nuclear safety at all stages of the lifecycle of a nuclear 
power plant.  It aims to improve the existing regulatory framework for the safety of nuclear 
installations, following lessons learned from the Fukishima accident in Japan.  In addition, the 
UK is a signatory of the International Atomic Energy Agency’s Convention on Nuclear Safety 
and applies the strict standards on safety and security set down in the Convention. This will 
continue to be the case after the UK withdraw from the Euratom Treaty.

25/04/2018WRB00600Sustainable Development Goals

25/04/2018WRB0070055. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the work of his Department with regard to the sustainable development goals; 
and his views on whether there will be sufficient adequate data. [18006/18]

25/04/2018WRB00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): As Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, I have lead re-
sponsibility for promoting and overseeing the implementation of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) on a whole-of-Government basis, and for the establishment of a robust SDG 
implementation and reporting framework.

In line with this whole-of-Government approach, all Ministers retain responsibility for im-
plementing those SDGs relating to issues under their areas of responsibility.  Therefore, in ad-
dition to my coordination role, I also have responsibility for: Goal 7 on Affordable and Clean 
Energy, Goal 12 on Sustainable Consumption and Production, and Goal 13 on Climate Action.

A Senior Officials’ Group (SOG) established to coordinate and monitor SDG implementa-
tion is chaired by the Department of the Taoiseach, with support provided by my Department. 
My Department has also established an SDG Interdepartmental Working Group, comprised of 
representatives from all Departments.  
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My Department has prepared Ireland’s first SDG National Implementation Plan in consulta-
tion with other Departments through the SDG Interdepartmental Working Group. 

I will formally launch the SDG National Implementation Plan on Thursday, 26 April 2018. 

Under this Plan, there are 19 Actions to support implementation of the 2030 Agenda, 
for which my Department has overall responsibility.

My Department is currently preparing, in consultation with other Departments though the 
SDG Interdepartmental Working Group, Ireland’s first Voluntary National Review, a SDG 
progress report to be submitted to the United Nations.

I will present Ireland’s Voluntary National Review to the UN High-Level Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development in July 2018.  

In preparing the Voluntary National Review, Ireland will report progress using available 
official data provided by the CSO. The CSO have provided data for all EU indicators, which 
my Department will incorporate into the Voluntary National Review. I consider this to be an 
appropriate level of data to assess Ireland’s implementation and to provide a comprehensive 
report to the UN. 

25/04/2018WRB00900Cyber Security Policy

25/04/2018WRB0100056. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will report on the work and challenges faced by the national cyber secu-
rity centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16264/18]

25/04/2018WRB01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) is located within my Department and 
serves to provide a range of cyber security services to owners of Government IT infrastructure 
and Critical National Infrastructure (CNI). The areas of online safety and cyber defence also 
fall under the remit of other Government Departments, including the Department of Defence 
and the Department of Justice and Equality.

Since its establishment in 2011, the focus of the NCSC has been on developing capacity 
and engaging with national and international stakeholders around sharing information, securing 
systems and responding to incidents. The NCSC also works to collate and analyse data from 
cyber-attacks and to coordinate with those targeted to introduce mitigation measures, and it 
continues to work with utility operators and with similar bodies in other jurisdictions to ensure 
that risks to infrastructure in Ireland are managed appropriately, including the active manage-
ment of ongoing issues.

The NCSC is also home to the national Computer Security Incident Response Team (CSIRT-
IE) and is responsible for acting as a conduit for information to constituents (including opera-
tors of Critical National Infrastructure, Government Departments and Agencies), providing 
expert advice and analysis on cyber security issues and for coordinating significant incidents. 
Like similar bodies in other jurisdictions, the NCSC acts as a central contact point in the event 
of a government or nation-wide cyber security incident affecting the State. The CSIRT received 
International Accreditation in 2017.

From 9 May 2018, European Union Directive 2016/1148, concerning measures for a high 
common level of security of network and information systems will place a number of significant 
responsibilities on the NCSC in respect of Cyber Security, and will require my Department to 
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establish a list of key critical infrastructure operators, known as Operators of Essential Services 
(OES) in the energy, transport, banking, financial market infrastructures, health, drinking water 
supply and digital infrastructure sectors. These OES will be subject to a set of binding security 
obligations and reporting requirements in relation to cyber security incidents affecting them. 

In addition, the State will be required to apply a new regulatory regime to Digital Service 
Providers (DSPs), who include cloud computing providers, search engines providers and pro-
viders of online market places. As a consequence of this, and in a similar manner to that for 
data protection, the State will have responsibility for applying the provisions of this Directive in 
respect of security of services provided by some multinational companies across the European 
Union, as a consequence of their European headquarters being located in Ireland.

  Question No. 57 answered with Question No. 35.

  Question No. 58 answered with Question No. 32.

25/04/2018WRB01400Fuel Sales

25/04/2018WRB0150059. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of prosecutions that have been taken against persons selling non-
compliant high sulphur solid fuel in the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16266/18]

25/04/2018WRB01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): Enforcement action against breaches of the Air Pollution Act (Marketing, Sale, Distribu-
tion and Burning of Specified Fuels) Regulations 2012, as amended, is a matter for Local 
Authorities and my Department does not compile statistics in relation to prosecutions taken or 
fines imposed.

These Regulations prohibit the placing on the market, sale or distribution of solid fuels for 
residential use within the State unless:

- the sulphur content of the bituminous coal is less than 0.7% by weight on a dry ash-free 
basis;

- the sulphur content of low smoke solid fuels and low smoke biomass products is less than 
2% by weight on a dry ash-free basis;

- the solid fuels are supplied in sealed bags; and

- the person or body concerned holds records confirming the product contains less than the 
permitted sulphur content for that fuel.

The Regulations also prohibit the burning of bituminous coal within designated areas.

Under the Environmental Protection Agency Act (Registration of Coal Bagging Operators 
and Solid Fuel Suppliers) Regulations 2012 (S.I. No. 454 of 2012), as amended, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) maintains a register for each coal bagging operator who 
supplies bagged solid fuels for use in the Irish residential market. This register aids the Local 
Authorities in its enforcement activities in this area. Additionally, if the EPA is not satisfied that 
the product being supplied is compliant with the legal requirements it may refuse or revoke the 
registration of the bagging operator or fuel supplier.

Fixed payment notices (or ‘on the spot fines’) introduced under the Environment (Miscel-
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laneous Provisions) Act 2015 are in operation for certain offences relating to the supply and 
sale of solid fuel. Persons found to be marketing, selling or distributing smoky coal in breach 
of the Regulations are liable for a fixed payment notice of €1,000. Fixed payment notices of up 
to €500 can be applied against solid fuel wholesalers, distributors and obligated retailers who 
are not registered with the EPA.

Complaints regarding the sale of prohibited fuels, smoky emissions or other breaches of the 
regulations should, in the first instance, be reported to the Environment Section of the Local 
Authority concerned.

  Question No. 60 answered with Question No. 36.

25/04/2018WRB01800National Clean Air Strategy

25/04/2018WRB0190061. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the publication of the national clean air strategy which was due 
to be published in the fourth quarter of 2017; the reason for the delay in its publication; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [18014/18]

25/04/2018WRB02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Clean Air Strategy will provide an overarching policy framework 
within which clean air policies can be formulated and given effect in a manner consistent with 
national, EU and international policy considerations and priorities. The Strategy will address 
priority air pollutants in Ireland in an integrated manner, and will complement the stated objec-
tives of the National Mitigation Plan on Climate Action.

Comprehensive analysis of the replies received to the public consultation has only recent-
ly been completed, and my officials have been engaging with other Departments, Agencies and 
stakeholders in order to complete the drafting of the Strategy.

I am pleased to advise that the final Strategy is near completion and I intend to launch it in 
the coming weeks.

25/04/2018WRB02100Electricity Generation

25/04/2018WRB0220062. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment his views on the high level of subsidy provided for peat fired electricity as revealed by 
the CSO; his plans to address the balance in favour of environmental subsidies; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17843/18]

25/04/2018WRB02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Public policy supports for peat-fired electricity generation promote energy security 
of supply, one of the three primary pillars of Irish energy policy.

The overarching objective of the 2015 Energy White Paper and of the 2017 National Miti-
gation Plan is to transition to a low carbon energy system which provides secure supplies of 
affordable energy to consumers. This involves transitioning to lower or zero carbon renewable 
energy technologies. The scheduled removal of government supports from peat-fired genera-
tion is line with the White Paper and the Plan. 

PSO support for Bord na Móna’s Edenderry peat plant expired in December 2015. PSO 
support for the two ESB power stations ends in 2019. The Edenderry plant now generates elec-
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tricity using around 30% renewable biomass. Bord na Móna is to cease harvesting energy peat 
by 2030.

I would also note that greenhouse gas emissions from power generation, including the peat 
plants, are regulated by the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS). Recently agreed reforms to 
the ETS for the period covering 2021 to 2030 are expected to increase the cost of carbon emis-
sions and incentivise cleaner power generation.  

The Government has adopted a range of policy measures and schemes to incentivise the use 
of renewable energy.  The primary support mechanism in the electricity sector is the Renewable 
Energy Feed-In-Tariff (REFIT) schemes, which support the development of a range of renew-
able electricity technologies.

My Department is developing a new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) to as-
sist Ireland in meeting its renewable energy contributions out to 2030. 

I have secured Government approval for the introduction of a Support Scheme for Renew-
able Heat which is designed to financially support the adoption of renewable heating systems 
by commercial, industrial, agricultural, district heating and other non-domestic heat users in the 
non-ETS system. The scheme is planned to commence operation later this year subject to State 
Aid approval.

Additional supports and funding are available via the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ire-
land (SEAI), to assist domestic energy consumers improve their energy efficiency.  I have 
secured approximately €107m in capital funding for energy efficiency schemes in 2018, a 34% 
increase on the 2017 allocation.

25/04/2018WRB02400National Broadband Plan Implementation

25/04/2018WRB0250063. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the timeframe for full implementation of the national broadband plan in County 
Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17809/18]

25/04/2018WRB02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed 
broadband access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of 
location.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. Today, 
almost 7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband. 
Since this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high 
speed broadband. This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection. This is being 
achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.

In April 2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide 
high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area 
under the NBP. 

The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/eircode:

- The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.  
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- The BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently deliver-
ing or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.

- The LIGHT BLUE areas represent eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to rollout high 
speed broadband to 300,000 premises by the end of this year as part of a Commitment Agree-
ment signed with me in April 2017. 

There are just over 82,000 premises in County Wexford.  Some 21,500 (26%) fall within 
the AMBER area and will be covered under the State led Intervention. Approximately 51,000 
(62%) of premises are in a BLUE area and are, or will be covered by commercial providers, 
while more than 9000 (12%) are LIGHT BLUE and fall to be covered by eir’s planned rural 
deployment. Individuals can check which category their premises falls into by going to my 
Department’s website www.broadband.gov.ie and entering their eircode into the High Speed 
Broadband Map.

In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis. eir has com-
mitted to completing the rollout by the end of this year.  Information on eir’s planned rural 
deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/. A copy of the Commitment 
Agreement is available on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie. Quarterly updates on 
eir’s rural deployment are published on this website. eir has passed a total of 121,000 premises 
as of December 2017.

My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will roll-out a 
new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area. That procurement process is 
now in its final stages.

In the interim, practical initiatives will continue to be addressed through the work of the 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address obstacles and improve connectivity in re-
spect of existing and future mobile phone and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.  There 
is a link to a list of these local Broadband Officers on my Department’s website.

  Question No. 64 answered with Question No. 32.

  Question No. 65 answered with Question No. 38.

25/04/2018WRB02900Waste Management

25/04/2018WRB0300066. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the discussions he has had with his counterparts in Europe regarding the 
growing international movement to combat plastics pollution; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14028/18]

25/04/2018WRB03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Discussions between my Department and the EU in relation to actions on plastics 
have been in the context of the European Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy, which the 
Commission published on 16 January 2018. The strategy is built around 4 key actions:
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- Improving the economics and quality of plastics recycling 

- Curbing plastic waste and littering

- Driving innovation and investment towards circular solutions and 

- Harnessing Global Action.

The strategy focuses on plastics production and use and sets a goal of ensuring all plas-
tic packaging is recyclable by 2030.  The strategy lists future EU measures and recommends 
measures to national authorities and industry for the attainment of its goals. I am committed 
to full engagement with this Strategy and indeed expressed my commitment to Commissioner 
Karmenu Vella in a letter to him last February.

In my letter to Commissioner Vella, in the context of the EU plastic strategy, I asked the 
Commissioner to focus in particular on the more difficult non-recyclable plastics such as soft 
wrapping, film and single use items like coffee cups and plastic cutlery.  The Commission has 
indicated that an announcement will be made next month around its intentions in this area. 

25/04/2018WRB03200Broadband Service Provision

25/04/2018WRB0330067. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if his Department has had a direct contact with Eir regarding recent redundancies and 
the possible implications for the roll-out of high speed broadband to rural Ireland. [18028/18]

25/04/2018WRB03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): eir is a private company operating in a liberalised market.  Accordingly, manage-
ment decisions such as those relating to staffing levels is an operational matter for that company 
and not one in which I, as Minister, have a statutory function.

As the Deputy is no doubt aware, in April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir 
in relation to its plans to provide high speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a 
commercial basis. eir has committed to completing the rollout by the end of this year.  Informa-
tion on eir’s planned rural deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie. A copy of the Com-
mitment Agreement is available on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie. 

Quarterly updates on eir’s rural deployment are published on this website. eir has passed 
a total of 121,000 of the committed premises as of December 2017.  Figures for Q1 2018 are 
expected to be published in May.

I am aware that eir has stated publicly that the voluntary redundancy plan recently an-
nounced by them does not in any way impact on its ability to deliver on its  contractual com-
mitments in respect of its planned rural deployment of  high speed broadband to 300,000 homes 
and businesses and I welcome this.  My Department will continue to monitor the rollout in line 
with the Commitment Agreement.

25/04/2018WRC00200Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRC0030068. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Taoiseach the amount his Department has spent on 
social media training and consultancy in each of the years 2011 to 2016. [18172/18]

25/04/2018WRC00400The Taoiseach: There has been no expenditure by my Department on social media training 
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or consultancy in the years 2011 - 2016.

25/04/2018WRC00500Departmental Staff Training

25/04/2018WRC0060069. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Taoiseach if training has been delivered in his De-
partment on the use of social media; and the frequency and cost of this training. [18208/18]

25/04/2018WRC00700The Taoiseach: No training in social media has been delivered in the Department of the 
Taoiseach.

25/04/2018WRC00800Strategic Communications Unit

25/04/2018WRC0090070. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has examined the research that was 
procured by the strategic communications unit; and when it will be published or available to 
Dáil Éireann. [18251/18]

25/04/2018WRC0100071. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if the research that was carried out by the 
strategic communications unit has been shared with other Departments. [18252/18]

25/04/2018WRC0110072. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if the research carried out on behalf of the 
strategic communications unit will be discussed at committee level in Dáil Éireann. [18253/18]

25/04/2018WRC01200The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 70 to 72, inclusive, together.

The Research referred to has not yet commenced.  It is intended to run a Citizen survey to 
assess public awareness and understanding of Government services.  The opposition parties 
will be given an opportunity to review the proposed material for the survey prior to it being is-
sued. Once the survey has been run and results collected and analysed, it is intended to publish 
it.

25/04/2018WRC01500Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRC0160073. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount his 
Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the years 2011 to 
2016. [18162/18]

25/04/2018WRC01700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
has not incurred any costs for social media training.

As part of the Be Winter Ready information campaign the Office of Emergency Planning 
engages the services of a media communications company to create and manage an information 
campaign on Twitter. The costs associated with this for the years in question are provided in the 
following table.

 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017
Be Winter Ready 
Twitter Campaign

 €3,690  €5,041.78  €5,043

Management of 
Twitter Campaign

 €2,214  €2,214  €1,476
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25/04/2018WRC01800Departmental Staff Training

25/04/2018WRC0190074. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if training has 
been delivered in his Department on the use of social media; the frequency and cost of this 
training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18198/18]

25/04/2018WRC02000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): No training has 
been delivered in my Department in relation to the use of social media.

25/04/2018WRC02100Defence Forces Pensions

25/04/2018WRC0220075. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views on 
whether fast accrual is designed to deliver optimal final benefits after 30 years of contributions 
and that standard accrual is designed to deliver optimal benefits after 40 years of contributions 
in Defence Forces pensions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18315/18]

25/04/2018WRC02300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Military occu-
pational pension (superannuation) schemes operate within the broader context and framework 
of public service pension policy as determined by Government.  The design, structure etc. of 
military superannuation arrangements has evolved in the overall context of public service pen-
sion reforms, especially developments over the past two decades or more.  For operational and 
HR policy reasons, Permanent Defence Force (PDF) personnel have ‘fast accrual’ superannua-
tion arrangements, along with lower ‘minimum pension ages’ and lower mandatory retirement 
ages (or where applicable, upper service limits) than the norm elsewhere in the public service.  

The superannuation arrangements of members of the PDF depend primarily on when a per-
son first joins the public service.  Different fast pension accrual arrangements apply to person-
nel who:

- joined the PDF before April 2004 (‘pre-April 2004’);

- joined between 1 April 2004 and 31 December 2012 (‘post-April 2004’); or

- join from 1 January 2013 onwards. 

PDF personnel who joined ‘pre-April 2004’ have atypical fast accrual pension scheme ar-
rangements the overall value of which are considered to be more advantageous to the indi-
vidual, in the round, than for other public service schemes generally.  This is due mainly to 
the availability of pension and gratuity (lump sum) payable immediately on retirement after 
relatively short periods of service, and regardless of age. The minimum qualifying period for 
pension and gratuity is 12 years pensionable service in the case of commissioned officers and 
21 years’ service for enlisted ranks.  For pre-April 2004 enlisted ranks, maximum retirement 
benefits (pension and gratuity) accrue after 31 years’ pensionable service.  In the case of pre-
April 2004 commissioned officers, maximum pension accrues after 23 – 30 years’ pensionable 
service depending on retiring rank, service in rank, overall service etc., while maximum gratu-
ity accrues within four years of the mandatory retirement age for the rank.  

‘Post-April 2004’ PDF personnel have quite different superannuation arrangements that are 
more in line with conventional public service schemes generally but, importantly, retain early-
paid pensions and fast pension accrual.  These PDF personnel have a ‘minimum pension age’ 
of 50. Maximum retirement benefits, based on pensionable remuneration at retirement date, are 
attained after 30 years’ pensionable service.  This is the equivalent of the 40-year standard ac-
crual period required for computing maximum retirement benefits in most other public service 
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areas, where retirement benefits are not ordinarily payable until age 65.   

New entrants who join the public service from 1 January 2013 onwards – including PDF 
members – are covered by the Single Public Service Pension Scheme, the terms and rules of 
which are fundamentally different to all pre-existing public service pension scheme arrange-
ments.  Retirement benefits are based on a career average-earnings model, rather than final 
salary as applies pre-2013.  Members of the PDF in the Single Scheme retain the minimum 
pension age of 50 as well as fast accrual pension terms, to reflect operational needs.  Retirement 
benefits are based on the person’s pensionable remuneration (reckonable earnings) throughout 
their total career in the public service, and not on years’ service as such.  The Single Scheme 
does not cap the length of time over which members can accrue pension benefits (unlike the 
40-year service cap for standard accrual, or its equivalent 30-year service cap for fast accrual 
typically present in pre-2013 public service pension schemes). 

25/04/2018WRC02400Defence Forces Personnel Data

25/04/2018WRC0250076. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
Defence Forces personnel who have incurred injuries or illness in the course of their duties in 
each of the years 2015 to 2017; the number of Defence Forces personnel on public hospital 
waiting lists as a consequence of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18316/18]

25/04/2018WRC02600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The maintenance 
of a cadre of personnel capable of meeting the physical demands of a career in the Defence 
Forces is a key human resources requirement. The provision of medical services by the Defence 
Forces is designed to ensure that Defence Forces personnel are medically fit to undertake the 
duties assigned to them. The granting of sick leave or the administration of medical treatment 
is not a determination on how injuries or illnesses were incurred i.e. either through work or 
unrelated activities. 

Cumulative recorded figures for sick leave may include injury/illness acquired in the course 
of duty. It is not possible to provide accurate details relating to whether or not the illness or 
injury was acquired in the course of duty.

Specific data on the number of personnel on public hospital waiting lists as a consequence 
of work related injuries or illnesses is not collated by the military authorities. 

25/04/2018WRC02700Defence Forces Medical Services

25/04/2018WRC0280077. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
Defence Forces personnel who receive private health cover as part of their terms and conditions 
of service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18317/18]

25/04/2018WRC02900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The provision 
of medical services within the Defence Forces is a combination of primary care, secondary 
care and an occupational medical service designed to ensure that Defence Forces personnel are 
medically fit to undertake the duties assigned to them and to treat any medical conditions aris-
ing, which would inhibit their capacity to undertake such duties. 

Medical Services provided to members of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) in-house 
include, inter alia, an annual occupational medical, primary medical care treatment and the pro-
vision of medication prescribed by a doctor, physiotherapy, routine dental treatment and some 
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limited secondary care.  The Defence Forces Medical Corps is augmented by civilian medical 
general practitioners and other specialised medical professionals, where necessary.

The majority of secondary health care for members of the Defence Forces is provided 
through the public/private health system.  There is no charge to members of the Defence Forces 
for attendance at a public hospital AandE or a stay in a public hospital. Additionally, Commis-
sioned Officers can be referred for out-patient and in-patient treatment through private/semi-
private care in civilian hospitals or private consultants’ rooms, where it is deemed necessary by 
the Defence Forces Medical Officer or the attending doctor subject to financial sanction.  There 
is no cost to the officer for the private/semi private treatment as this forms part of the terms and 
conditions of their employment in the Defence Forces.  As at 28 February 2018 there were 1118 
serving Commissioned Officers in the Permanent Defence Force. 

Supplementary to this, certain personnel serving overseas to certain missions where Irish 
military medical facilities may not be readily available or the Mission themselves do not have 
an organic medical capability, may be provided with health insurance to allow for medical treat-
ment. 

25/04/2018WRC03000Foreign Conflicts

25/04/2018WRC0310078. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on a series of matters (details supplied) relating to the plight of the Rohingya; and his 
plans to recognise 25 August as Rohingya remembrance day. [18144/18]

25/04/2018WRC03200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
the most recent escalation of violence in Rakhine State, Myanmar, last year, Ireland has been 
actively engaged with our international partners with the aim of easing the crisis, promoting a 
political solution and ascertaining the facts on the ground to ensure accountability for crimes 
and other violations of human rights that have occurred.  This has been done both through bilat-
eral contacts in Myanmar and via participation in the EU and UN responses.

Ireland has consistently called for an independent and impartial investigation into the seri-
ous and credible allegations of human rights violations by the Myanmar security forces.  These 
include reports of widespread killing of civilians, sexual and gender based violence, arbitrary 
arrests, and the burning of Rohingya villages which have led to the mass exodus of refugees the 
Deputy has referred to.

In that regard, we have strongly supported the extension of the mandates of the UN Fact 
Finding Mission and UN Special Rapporteur to Myanmar Yanghee Lee, and have asked the 
Government of Myanmar to cooperate with them and allow them access to the country.  Their 
work in investigating and recording victim testimony, so that it can be preserved for further 
criminal proceedings, is crucial to ensuring full accountability. 

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has referred to some of the reported actions 
committed by the Myanmar Security Forces as a “text book example of ethnic cleansing” while 
Special Rapporteur Lee has expressed concerns that these actions“bear the hallmarks of geno-
cide”.  Ireland shares these concerns which absolutely reinforce the urgent need for the Govern-
ment of Myanmar to provide access to the UN Fact Finding Mission so that these human rights 
violations can be fully investigated.

Ireland has also actively engaged in the formation of the EU’s position including in the most 
recent EU Foreign Affairs Council’s Council Conclusions on Myanmar, which were adopted 
on 26 February last.  These conclusions condemn the human rights violations in Myanmar, 
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support the mandates of the Fact Finding Mission and Special Rapporteur and call for targeted 
restrictive measures against senior military officers of the Myanmar armed forces responsible 
for these acts.  I would like to express my support of these conclusions and hope that they will 
send a clear message to those in military control in Myanmar.

I am aware that there are plans currently underway to designate 25 August as Rohingya 
Remembrance Day in Ireland.  Successful efforts by civil society to ensure that the plight of the 
Rohingya remains in the public eye are helpful and I have been encouraged by the strong public 
response there has been in Ireland to events in Myanmar. 

My Department will continue to keep in touch with representatives of the Rohingya Com-
munity in Ireland and will also liaise closely with EU and other international partners to press 
for progress in resolving this crisis including through our Embassy in Thailand who are closely 
monitoring the situation. 

25/04/2018WRC03300Human Rights

25/04/2018WRC0340079. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if funds from his Department are sent to Libya through European Union grants to help fund 
the Libyan coast guard and-or detention centres for migrants and refugees in that country. 
[18145/18]

25/04/2018WRC0350080. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Libyan coast guard is aggressively stopping 
boats full of refugees in international waters (details supplied); his views on whether Libya is 
a safe country of origin; and the steps he is taking to request the Libyan coast guard to cease 
violating international law by returning refugees to a country which is not a safe country of 
origin. [18146/18]

25/04/2018WRC03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 79 and 80 together.

I am deeply troubled by the abuses perpetrated against refugees and migrants in Libya.  My 
EU colleagues and I have raised these concerns on a number of occasions at the Foreign Affairs 
Council, as did the Taoiseach at the European Council in October.  I reiterate my call on the 
Libyan Government, and all parties, including those with de facto control of territory, to take 
steps to eliminate ill-treatment of migrants, and to facilitate access to detention centres by UN 
agencies and other humanitarian organisations. 

At the European Council in October 2017, the Taoiseach announced a doubling of Ireland’s 
support to the EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa (EUTF), to help address the root causes of 
migration.  Half of Ireland’s total EUTF commitment of €6 million is earmarked for the Horn 
of Africa, where the largest number of internally displaced persons and refugees in Africa are 
located.  By supporting refugees and host communities, addressing socio-economic develop-
ment, and building resilience, this funding addresses the long-term drivers of migration.  The 
other half of Ireland’s contribution to the EUTF is not earmarked to any one geographical area. 

Overall, the EUTF has allocated €162 million to Libya. Over half of this Libya funding 
goes to projects to enhance protection for migrants, refugees and host communities, and to sup-
port socio-economic development at local level.  A €46 million programme aims at enhancing 
Libya’s capacity to effectively manage its borders, and this programme includes support for 
Libya’s Coastguard.  The EU provides training, including in international humanitarian law, 
human rights and gender issues, to the Libyan Coastguard.  A further €20 million is allocated to 
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projects focused on voluntary return and reintegration, alternatives to detention, and provision 
of life-saving equipment, capacity building and training.

As I have said before, Libya needs a functioning coastguard, both to protect its coasts, and 
indeed in order to rescue people in danger at sea.  I call on the Libyan authorities to ensure that 
the Coastguard adheres to international law at all times, including of course when lives are in 
danger at sea. 

I share the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) and the UNHCR’s assessment 
that Libya is not a safe third country. It is for this reason that the EU has increased its coopera-
tion with these UN agencies and the African Union, to accelerate voluntary returns by migrants 
in Libya to their countries of origin, and to establish safe and legal pathways for resettlement of 
those in need of international protection.  Since EU-AU-UN cooperation began in November 
2017, the number of migrants in official Libyan detention centres has fallen from an estimated 
20,000 people in October 2017 to 4,000 people as of March.  The IOM, with the support of 
the EU and its Member States, is continuing to assist migrants inside Libyan detention centres, 
while increasing efforts to reach stranded migrants outside of detention. 

The EU is also actively supporting alternatives to the detention of migrants in Libya.  The 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was recently allowed to open a 
transit and departure facility in Tripoli to facilitate the transfer of vulnerable refugees to third 
countries.  The IOM is working to promote safe spaces to host vulnerable migrants, including 
children, in Libya.

Ireland provided core funding to the UNHCR last year of €7.5 million, which supports its 
work in Libya.  Ireland also provided €9.5 million to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) in 2017.  The ICRC’s work in Libya includes visiting detention centres to moni-
tor the treatment of migrants, and to help them contact relatives.  In 2015, Ireland earmarked €1 
million in humanitarian funding specifically to support ICRC’s work in Libya.

Work such as this is a first step in improving the condition of migrants in Libya, although 
there is still a lot to be done to ensure that migrants do not suffer the terrible conditions which 
have been reported. 

25/04/2018WRC03800Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRC0390081. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the amount his Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the 
years 2011 to 2016. [18166/18]

25/04/2018WRC0400082. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if training has been delivered in his Department on the use of social media; the frequency and 
cost of this training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18202/18]

25/04/2018WRC04100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 81 and 82 together.

My Department provides social media training to staff to increase their capacity to promote 
public engagement and accountability for our work across global issues and in the delivery of 
services.

In-house expertise is used wherever possible and training on the use of social media is gen-
erally delivered by the Communications Unit in my Department at no additional cost.
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The information requested by the Deputy regarding training that has been delivered on the 
use of social media, including the amounts spent on social media consultancy in each of the 
years 2011 – 2016, is set out in the following table.  From time to time the Department’s eighty 
missions overseas may incur modest miscellaneous expenses in relation to social media train-
ing.

Date Description Organised by Cost
19 January 2016 Facebook training for mis-

sions
DFAT Communications 
Unit with Facebook

Nil

21 January 2016 Twitter training for mis-
sions

DFAT Communications 
Unit with Twitter

Nil

3 March 2015 Social Media and Website 
Training

DFAT Press Office Nil

17 July 2014 Social Media and Website 
Training

DFAT Press Office Nil

26 June 2014 Social Media and Legal 
Risks

Public Affairs Ireland €295

9 July 2013 Social Media Training Darragh Doyle €450
16&17 October 2012 Certificate in Social Media Public Affairs Ireland €560
23 June 2011 Using Social Media in the 

Public Sector 
Public Affairs Ireland €395 

x3
9 September  2011 Social Media Training Irish Times Training €345 

x2

25/04/2018WRC04300Middle East Issues

25/04/2018WRC0440083. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if increased assistance will be provided to humanitarian agencies in Gaza following the high 
casualty rate of Palestinians shot and injured during the six week great march of return which 
began on 30 March 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18250/18]

25/04/2018WRC04500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): Ireland’s programme of assistance to the Palestinian people supports our political 
objectives and reflects a longstanding commitment to the peaceful development of a viable, 
sovereign Palestinian State.  Through the Irish Aid programme, we currently provide some €10 
million annually in development and humanitarian assistance.  This involves support to the 
Palestinian Authority, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for Palestine 
Refugees and civil society organisations working to promote human rights.

In December 2017, Ireland provided additional funding of €500,000 to UNRWA to support 
their Gaza Emergency Appeal in response to the ongoing humanitarian crisis.  Other agencies 
operating in Gaza also received funding including the UN Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

OCHA received €500,000 in 2017 for their activities in the occupied Palestinian territory 
(oPt); €300,000 of which was for the oPt Humanitarian Fund.  This is used to support the 
emergency response operations of NGOs and UN agencies.  In 2017, almost 80% of the oPt 
Humanitarian Fund addressed urgent needs in Gaza. 

To date in 2018, Ireland has approved funding totalling €4.25 million for UNRWA’s Pro-
gramme Budget, which supports the provision of services and assistance to some 5 million 
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registered Palestine refugees including in Gaza.  This is an increase of €250,000 on their 2017 
allocation. 

In March, Ireland disbursed €2.9 million in core funding to OCHA and €9.5 million in core 
funding to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), which works throughout the 
oPt, including in Gaza.  The ICRC is providing material and technical support to the Palestinian 
Red Crescent Society and to hospitals in Gaza in their emergency response.  As part of its work, 
the ICRC is also working with relevant authorities and security forces to try to minimise the 
impact of violence on civilians and preserve a humanitarian space where health care workers 
can operate safely. 

Ireland is also a key supporter of the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), pro-
viding €22 million in 2017.  A grant of $15 million was provided from the CERF to UNRWA 
last month   to enable the organisation to provide urgent food assistance for more than 600,000 
Palestine refugees in Gaza and the West Bank.

I am deeply concerned by the events in Gaza over recent weeks.  The Tánaiste, on behalf 
of the Government, has repeatedly called for the utmost restraint, and urged the Israeli authori-
ties, in particular, to ensure that any force is used only as a last resort.  The number of people 
injured by live ammunition is very troubling, and Ireland has supported calls by the EU and 
by the UN Secretary General for an independent and transparent investigation.  The appalling 
number of serious injuries and the loss of life exacerbate an already fragile humanitarian situa-
tion, and increase the vulnerabilities of many families, the majority of whom are dependent on 
humanitarian aid to meet basic needs.  Ireland is closely monitoring the situation in Gaza and 
will continue to provide support to existing UN and NGO partners working in Gaza.

25/04/2018WRC04600Mortgage Insurance

25/04/2018WRC0470084. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the rights an applicant for a 
mortgage has if the required life insurance to obtain a mortgage is refused on the grounds of a 
historical medical condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18128/18]

25/04/2018WRC04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank has advised that 
when an individual(s) applies for a mortgage loan to buy a home, the individual(s) will gen-
erally be required to take out mortgage protection insurance.  This is a particular type of life 
assurance taken out for the term of the mortgage and designed to pay it off on the death of the 
borrower or joint borrower.

It is an underwriting consideration for an insurance firm to decide whether to take on the risk 
or not. Should the insurance firm take on the risk, it may result in a large loading/premium for 
the customer.  Alternatively, the insurance firm could decide not to take on the risk at all.  This 
would be a commercial/underwriting decision by the insurance firm.  

In most cases, a lender is legally required under Section 126 of the Consumer Credit Act 
1995 to make sure that a mortgage applicant has mortgage protection insurance before granting 
a mortgage loan.  However, section 126 also sets out some exemptions to the requirement on 
a lender to ensure mortgage protection insurance is in place and one of these is in relation to 
“loans to persons who belong to a class of persons which would not be acceptable to an insurer, 
or which would only be acceptable to an insurer at a premium significantly higher than that 
payable by borrowers generally”.
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25/04/2018WRC04900Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRC0500085. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance the amount his Department has 
spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the years 2011 to 2016. [18165/18]

25/04/2018WRC05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to advise the Deputy that during 
2016 the following expenditure was incurred by the Department in relation to the following 
training:

Certificate for Press Officer - €1,560

MA in Political Communication - €3,600.

25/04/2018WRC05200Departmental Staff Training

25/04/2018WRC0530086. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance if training has been delivered in 
his Department on the use of social media; the frequency and cost of this training; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18201/18]

25/04/2018WRC05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to advise the Deputy that during 
2016 the following expenditure was incurred by the Department in relation to the following 
training:

Certificate for Press Officer - €1,560

MA in Political Communication - €3,600.

25/04/2018WRC05500Help-To-Buy Scheme Administration

25/04/2018WRC0560087. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance the status of an application by a 
person (details supplied) under the help-to-buy incentive; if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that this person could lose a house the person plans to buy if there is an unnecessary delay 
in determining the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18215/18]

25/04/2018WRC05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In regard to the case in question, Rev-
enue has confirmed that there was no unnecessary delay in processing the application. Revenue 
did however make direct contact with the person’s co-purchaser in relation to a matter in respect 
of the claim.  The matter was subsequently resolved by the co-purchaser and the HTB applica-
tion was immediately approved and processed.

25/04/2018WRD00200Tax Reliefs Data

25/04/2018WRD0030088. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Finance the amount of tax relief for medi-
cal expenses provided to persons in respect of costs associated with accessing IVF treatment 
in each of the years 2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18235/18]

25/04/2018WRD00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the cost 
of tax relief for health expenses, and the numbers claiming, for the years 2004 to 2015 (the latest 
year for which data are available) are available on Revenue’s website at https://www.revenue.
ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/costs-expenditures.aspx. 
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I am further advised that, other than for claims in relation to nursing home fees, claims for 
different health expenses (such as IVF treatment) are not separately identified in returns filed 
with Revenue. For 2015, the most recent year for which figures are available, the cost of tax 
relief for ‘Heath Expenses (Other)’, which would include the costs associated with accessing 
IVF treatment, is as follows:

Tax Expenditure 2015 - €m 2015 - Numbers
Health Expenses (Other) 117 438,300

25/04/2018WRD00500Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

25/04/2018WRD0060089. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance his plans to amend the 
criteria for the disabled drivers and passengers scheme; his further plans to make amendments 
following recommendations from the Ombudsman (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18242/18]

25/04/2018WRD00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As you may be aware, the Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT 
(up to a certain limit) on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific 
severe and permanent physical disabilities, payment of a Fuel Grant, and an exemption from 
Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Certifi-
cate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must satisfy one of the following 
conditions:

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

- be without both hands or without both arms;

- be without one or both legs;

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs. 

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the fuel grant, the scheme cost €65m in each of 2016 and 2017. This 
figure does not include the revenue foregone in respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided 
to members of the Scheme.  

Given scale and scope of the scheme, I have no plans to amend the qualifying medical cri-
teria at this time.

25/04/2018WRD00800Ministerial Responsibilities

25/04/2018WRD0090090. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will report on the statutory duties of the Minister of State with responsibility for flood relief. 
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[17976/18]

25/04/2018WRD01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under the 
Minister and Secretaries Act 1924, as amended, the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland 
(Board of Commissioners) and its powers, duties and functions are assigned to, and adminis-
tered by, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform as the responsible head of the Board 
of the Commissioners to Dáil Éireann. The Ministers and Secretaries Act, 1924 designates the 
Minister as the corporation sole that is a perpetual entity separate from the individual Office 
holders.

The Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment) (No.2) Act 1977, provides for the delegation 
of a Minister’s powers and Duties to Minister(s) of State by Order made by the Government 
at the request of the Minister concerned. Delegation from a Minister to a Minister of State of 
non-statutory responsibilities is generally made by way of an understanding between a Minister 
and Minister of State.

The Minister has delegated by way of an understanding special responsibility for the OPW 
and Flood Relief to the Minister of State. The Minister remains responsible to Dáil Éireann for 
the exercise or performance of any powers or duties delegated to the Minister of State. 

25/04/2018WRD01025Coastal Protection

25/04/2018WRD0105091. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the po-
sition regarding coastal protection in areas surrounding the Boyne River inlet in County Louth 
and the eastern area of County Meath following recent extreme weather; if reports have been 
undertaken to examine the change in the coastal protection requirements; if reports have been 
undertaken to examine the silt deposits in the Boyne River inlet and other related reports; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [18118/18]

25/04/2018WRD01075Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The information sought by the Deputy is currently being compiled.  A detailed 
response will issue to the Deputy directly.

25/04/2018WRD01100Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRD0120092. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount his Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the years 
2011 to 2016. [18170/18]

25/04/2018WRD01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment’s expenditure on social media training and consultancy in the years in question is as fol-
lows:

Year Amount spent
2015 €1,790.00
2016 €2,000.00

25/04/2018WRD01400Departmental Staff Training

25/04/2018WRD0150093. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if train-
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ing has been delivered in his Department on the use of social media; the frequency and cost of 
this training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18206/18]

25/04/2018WRD01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

Year Cost of training
2015 €1,790
2017 €1,890

All staff in my Department are furnished with electronic and hard-copies of its Internet 
Content Access Policy and the ICT Acceptable Usage Policy. The use of social networking for 
the purpose of  career or professional development is allowed. My Department works to ensure 
that all staff, or those working on its behalf, have access to the on-line resources needed to sup-
port them in their role. The Department’s policies sit within an overarching framework of the 
Civil Service Code of Standards and Behaviour, the Civil Service Disciplinary Code, Ethics in 
Public Office, the Official Secrets Act and other such relevant codes of conduct and behaviour.    

25/04/2018WRD01700Health and Safety Regulations

25/04/2018WRD0180094. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that windows in facilities (details supplied) have been fitted 
with basic glass block walling glass blocks; and the steps he will take to remedy this matter. 
[18239/18]

25/04/2018WRD01900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The cell windows used by the Office of Public Works are a composite con-
struction made up of three components, namely concrete, glass block and a protective covering 
layer. The performance of the cell windows depends on all three components working together 
and not just one single component of its makeup. The composite construction of the cell win-
dows mentioned in the deputy’s PQ does not breach Safety & Health Regulations.

25/04/2018WRD02000Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

25/04/2018WRD0210095. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when he 
plans to meet with trade union representatives regarding the provision of a pension scheme for 
community employment supervisors and assistant supervisors. [18292/18]

25/04/2018WRD02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I would refer 
the Deputy to my response to PQ 13684/18 of 27 March 2018.

25/04/2018WRD02300School Accommodation

25/04/2018WRD0240096. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to split a 
school (details supplied) over two sites instead of relocating the whole school temporarily until 
permanent accommodation has been secured; the reason for the decision; the plans that were 
drawn up to keep the school as a single unit during its temporary relocation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18114/18]
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25/04/2018WRD02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school referred to by 
the Deputy was established in September 2014.  In order to facilitate the opening of the school, 
its initial establishment, as with most new schools, has been in interim start-up accommodation, 
pending a permanent school building being made available.  

In order to cater for the school’s growing enrolment numbers, additional interim accom-
modation is required for the coming school year.  The delivery of the school’s accommodation 
for September 2018 has been devolved by my Department to the school’s patron, Educate To-
gether.  In this regard, I understand that Educate Together are making arrangements to procure 
consultant architects to prepare a planning application and oversee the provision of the accom-
modation required.  

25/04/2018WRD02600Schools Building Projects Status

25/04/2018WRD0270097. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a new sec-
ondary school for the Malahide and Portmarnock areas of County Dublin will be enrolling in 
September 2018; if so, the location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18134/18]

25/04/2018WRD02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project for Malahide/
Portmarnock Educate Together Secondary School has been devolved to the patron body, Edu-
cate Together for delivery. 

The school will open in interim accommodation in September 2018 and my Department is 
advised by the Patron body that enrolments have been confirmed. 

My Department understands that the patron body have identified a suitable interim location 
for the school and the patron body are currently in negotiations with the owners for a lease of 
this interim location; it is hoped this lease will be finalised shortly.

25/04/2018WRD02900Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRD0300098. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount his De-
partment has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the years 2011 to 2016. 
[18163/18]

25/04/2018WRD0310099. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills if training has been 
delivered in his Department on the use of social media; the frequency and cost of this training; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18199/18]

25/04/2018WRD03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 98 and 99 together.

My Department has not arranged specific training in relation to social media. 

In relation to the period contained in the Deputy’s question, my Department did not incur 
expenditure on social media training and consultancy in 2011 or 2012. However, a limited 
number of courses were arranged in media skills training for a small number of officials in 2013 
and 2016. The attached tabular statement gives details of the companies and the expenditure 
concerned.

The following tabular statement gives details of expenditure on media skills courses from 
2013 to 2017.
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Company Course Year Cost €
BMF Business Ser-
vices 

Social Media Strat-
egy Workshop

2013 590

Carr Communica-
tions Ltd 

Media Skills Course 2016 430

Public Relations 
Institute of Ireland 

Certificate for Civil 
Service Press Of-
ficers 

2016 1,890

25/04/2018WRD03400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

25/04/2018WRD03500100. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
plans to extend the July provision scheme to allow more children to qualify, including children 
with a particular diagnosis (details supplied), in view of the commitment in the programme for 
partnership Government to examine the adequacy of special education access and funding pro-
vision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18264/18]

25/04/2018WRD03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In 2018, almost €1.8 bil-
lion will be invested in Special Education, nearly one fifth of the overall Education budget, and 
up 43% since 2011.

This funding includes provision for over 13,400 Special Education Teaching posts in main-
stream primary and post primary schools for the 2017/2018 school year, providing additional 
teaching support to pupils with special educational needs, and approximately 1,300 special 
classes, with 169 new Special Classes opened to date for the 2017/18 school year. 

In relation to the provision of education and of additional teaching support for pupils with 
Down syndrome, from September 2017 a new model for allocating special education teachers 
has been introduced for all mainstream primary and post primary schools.

Under the new model, children can receive additional teaching support based on their learn-
ing needs, rather than on a diagnosis of disability.  Research indicates that this is a better way to 
allocate support because a category of disability on its own tells us little about the level or type 
of support that a child needs in school.

Children who have Down syndrome can receive as much additional teaching support as 
required in school, taking account of school based assessments of their learning needs.

Full details of the new allocation model are set out in DES Circulars 0013 and 0014 2017.

The National Council for Special Education’s Policy Advice on Educational Provision for 
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders was published in July 2016.

In developing this policy advice, the NCSE reviewed my Department’s July Provision Grant 
Scheme. The NCSE consulted widely with parents, professionals and other stakeholders and 
interested parties while also conducting research. 

The Policy advice, which is available on the NCSE’s website, recommends that relevant 
stakeholders should discuss the development of a national day activity scheme that provides a 
structured, safe, social environment for all students with complex special educational needs for 
one month of the summer holidays.

My Department has convened an Implementation Group with representatives of the Na-
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tional Council for Special Education, the National Educational Psychological Service, the In-
spectorate and external representatives to ensure that the Report’s recommendations are fully 
and appropriately considered. The work of the Implementation Group is ongoing.

My Department officials are engaging with officials in the Department of Social Protection, 
the Department of Health and other relevant stakeholders in regard to implementing the recom-
mendations, including those in relation to July Provision.  

While that work is underway, there are no plans to extend the existing July Provision Grant 
Scheme to all children with Special Education Needs and indeed this was not a recommenda-
tion of the NCSE in their policy advice.  

25/04/2018WRD03700School Closures

25/04/2018WRD03800101. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rea-
son a school (details supplied) is being closed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18285/18]

25/04/2018WRD03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Education provision on 
an inclusive basis is a fundamental principle of our education and training system. Ensuring 
every child is supported and given the opportunity to reach their full potential is a key priority 
for this Government and my Department is committed to improving educational outcomes for 
members of the Traveller and Roma communities.  

As the Deputy is aware the school referred to is a school with Special School designation 
dating from a period when separate education provision for members of the Traveller commu-
nity was the norm.  The phasing out of segregated education provision for Traveller children 
began in 2006 in accordance with Government policy which was developed in consultation 
with Traveller representative groups and education partners.  St Thomas’s is the only remaining 
education centre in the country catering for post-primary age Traveller students on a segregated 
basis.   

My Department has been engaging with the Patron of St Thomas’s for many years to prog-
ress the transfer of its student cohort to the mainstream school system in line with this agreed 
national policy. (As with all schools under private patronage, the decision in relation to school 
closure, amalgamation etc. ultimately rests with the Patron).   

In order to ensure a smooth and effective transition of provision for students, my officials 
are engaging with the school Patron and the Educational Welfare Service of Tusla in relation to 
future education provision for the current student cohort in St Thomas’s. Tusla’s Educational 
Welfare Service is working with parents and the school to assist with the sourcing of alternative 
school places for the current enrolment, including 2 students at Leaving Certificate level who 
would be due to sit exams in 2019.  Now that students at the school are progressing to Leaving 
Certificate it is particularly important that these students would have access to the full curricu-
lum and associated supports in order to maximize their opportunities to progress to further and 
higher education and employment.

Current overall policy on Traveller education is being progressed within the framework of 
National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021.  The Strategy has a particular em-
phasis on improving Traveller engagement with education and my Department is working with 
relevant Government Departments and agencies and Traveller representative Groups to prog-
ress Strategy actions aimed at improving education outcomes for all Travellers, including the 
current student cohort of St Thomas’s School.
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25/04/2018WRD04000School Accommodation

25/04/2018WRD04100102. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
prefabs in primary schools in each county or local authority area; the number of classrooms ac-
commodated in each prefab; the number of pupils accommodated in prefabs in each county or 
local authority area; and the number of prefabs in each county or local authority area that have 
been in place for five years or less, five to ten years, ten to 15 and for 15 to 20 years, respec-
tively, in tabular form. [18318/18]

25/04/2018WRD04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department does not hold information on the number of pupils in individual schools 
who currently occupy temporary accommodation. This depends on the organisation of class 
groups by schools within available accommodation and may vary from year.

My Department will compile the additional information requested and this will be furnished 
to the Deputy shortly.

25/04/2018WRD04300Crime Data

25/04/2018WRD04400103. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
offences committed by persons on bail in each of the years 2015 to 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18103/18]

25/04/2018WRD04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, is responsible for the compilation and publica-
tion of the official recorded crime statistics, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit for 
this purpose.  I have asked the CSO to forward any available statistics in this regard directly to 
the Deputy. 

25/04/2018WRD04600Garda Deployment

25/04/2018WRD04700104. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí assigned to the detection and prosecution of drugs offences in each of the years 2010 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18104/18]

25/04/2018WRD04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources.

I am informed by the Commissioner that Garda Drug Unit personnel are assigned on a Di-
visional basis and that the total number of Divisional Drug Unit personnel as of 28 February 
2018, the latest date for which information is readily available, was 231.

As the Deputy will be aware all Gardaí have a responsibility in the prevention and detection 
of criminal activity whether it be in the area of drug offences, crime or otherwise.  I can assure 
the Deputy that An Garda Síochána continues to pro-actively and resolutely tackle all forms of 
drug crime in this jurisdiction. 
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In 2015 the Commissioner, established a new national Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau 
(GDOCB), which brought together the Organised Crime Unit and the Garda National Drug 
Unit so as to create a robust entity to effectively tackle drugs and organised crime, as it currently 
exists in this country.

The GDOCB leads out the policing strategy for tackling drugs by demand reduction and 
supply reduction strategies. In this regard the Bureau continues its policy of working with 
Garda Divisional Drug Units nationwide in tackling supply reduction at local level. This work 
is further supported by other national units, including the Criminal Assets Bureau, in targeting 
persons involved in the illicit sale and supply of drugs. I am informed that this approach allows 
for the co-ordinated use of Garda resources in tackling all forms of organised crime, including 
illicit drug activity nationwide.

We have also seen unprecedented international cooperation between An Garda Síochána 
and policing services in other jurisdictions leading to important arrests and drug seizures.

Underpinning all these measures is this Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong 
and visible police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen com-
munity engagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime. I am further informed 
by the Commissioner that since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, just 
under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to 
mainstream duties nationwide. I am pleased to say that Garda numbers, taking account of retire-
ments, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 – a net increase of over 600 since the end of 2016.

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are now re-
building the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources he needs to allow 
him to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across the organisation including the Divisional 
Drugs Units.

For the Deputy’s information, I have attached the number of Gardaí allocated to the Drugs 
Unit for the years 2010 – 2017 and 28 February 2018, the latest date for which figures are avail-
able, and for the GDOCB since its establishment in 2015.

Drugs Unit Personnel 2010-2018*   

Year Nos.
2010 378
2011 361
2012 310
2013 270
2014 253
2015 258
2016 256
2017 236
2018 231
* As of 28 February 2018   

Garda assigned to the Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau  2010-2018*     
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Year Nos.
2015 107
2016 105
2017 114
2018 111
* As of 28 February 2018

25/04/2018WRD04900Legal Services Regulation

25/04/2018WRD05000105. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 557 of 17 April 2018, his views on whether the minutes of the LSRA meeting 
of 16 November 2017 recorded serious concerns (details supplied); his plans to activate the 
practitioners levy to facilitate the independence of the authority; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18115/18]

25/04/2018WRD05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy’s question 
refers to issues raised, of which I am fully aware, in the minutes of the Authority’s meeting on 
16 November last concerning the timeline for activation of legal partnerships (i.e. partnerships 
between barristers, or between barristers and solicitors) under the Legal Services Regulation 
Act.  In the elements of the minutes referred to by the Deputy, it is recorded that the Authority 
expressed a view as to the external determination of timeframes on it as an independent author-
ity and as to a manageable commencement schedule for its functions under the Act and the 
capacity and resource dependencies that arise. These minutes are, of course, a matter of public 
record. 

The introduction of Legal Partnerships is one of several areas of structural reform where 
both I as Minister, and the Authority as independent regulator, have respective implementing 
roles under the 2015 Act. As reflected in the minutes under reference, this can give rise to 
competing priorities against set statutory timelines which have to be managed in mutual con-
sultation by my Department and by the Authority in achieving the overall key objective of 
implementation of the 2015 Act.  This introduction of Legal Partnerships is part of the ongoing 
working collaboration between my Department and the Legal Services Regulatory Authority. It 
is, therefore, among those matters being addressed in the Authority’s first Strategic Plan for the 
period 2018-2020 that I will, as I have also conveyed in my Written Reply to Question No. 557, 
be laying before the Houses in the coming days.

As I have pointed out in my Written Reply to Question No. 557 of 17 April 2018, the chal-
lenge remains that of ensuring that the roll-out of the Authority’s regulatory functions in a legal-
ly robust manner can be aligned, to the satisfaction of the Authority, with its anticipated avail-
able capacity and resources as an independent regulator. In relation to resources, as the Deputy 
will also know from previous replies, the sum of €1m was advanced by me to the Authority, 
under the legislation, in 2016, a further sum of the same amount was advanced in December 
2017 and a further such sum, budgeted for 2018, falls to be advanced in early course. These 
advances pave the way to the activation in due course of the levy mechanisms in the 2015 Act.

The Regulatory Authority is, I understand, also engaged in detailed preparations and consul-
tations with stakeholders for the introduction and operation of the levy on regulated legal prac-
titioners under Part 7 of the 2015 Act. It may also make regulations in relation to the operation 
of the levy under section 98 of the Act. The Authority is also engaged in detailed preparatory 
work to set up and maintain the Roll of Practising Barristers under Part 9 of the 2015 Act which 
is a pre-requisite for the operation of the levy. Again, these matters are, I understand, being ad-
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dressed by the Authority in its Strategic Plan for the period 2018-2020.

As I have pointed out to the Authority, my overriding concern, as Minister with policy and 
legislative responsibility and accountability in this area, is to make early progress in commenc-
ing the key provisions of the 2015 Act that remain to be commenced. My primary overall pur-
pose is the full implementation of the law as it was enacted by the Oireachtas in the 2015 Act, 
including in relation to any timelines that may apply, while fully recognising the independence 
conferred on the Authority in the performance of its functions under the Act and the fact that 
this implementation, which is a major undertaking, must be done in a careful, robust and risk-
managed way.  My Department continues to work, on an ongoing basis, with the Authority’s 
Chief Executive and staff, and in a manner appropriate to the independence of the Authority.  

25/04/2018WRD05200Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRD05300106. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount his 
Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the years 2011 to 
2016. [18169/18]

25/04/2018WRD05400107. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if training has been 
delivered in his Department on the use of social media; the frequency and cost of this training; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18205/18]

25/04/2018WRD05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 106 and 107 together.

There has been no training delivered on the use of social media in my Department and and 
no costs have been incurred on social media training or consultancy between 2011 and 2016. 
However, during this period, staff in my Department attended the following seminars:

- Social Media in Government and The Public Sector - two staff attended on 5 November 
2011, total cost €255.

- Social Media Law - two staff attended on 18 February 2014, total cost €130.

In addition one member of staff pursued a Diploma in Public Relations and Social Media by 
distance learning during 2015, at a cost of €995.

All new members of staff in my Department attend a half-day induction programme. As part 
of this programme, staff members are informed of their responsibilities under the Civil Service 
Code of Standards and Behaviours, including a discussion on the appropriate use of social me-
dia in the context of their work and their obligations as civil servants.

25/04/2018WRD05700Garda Investigations

25/04/2018WRD05800108. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for the 
delay in the examination of child abuse material in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [18217/18]

25/04/2018WRD05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities on the matter raised by the Deputy and I will contact her directly 
when the information is to hand.
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25/04/2018WRE00200Garda Investigations

25/04/2018WRE00300109. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
cases in which items or data seized as part of investigations into suspected child abuse are 
awaiting examination by length of time in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18218/18]

25/04/2018WRE00400110. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
cases in which items of suspected child abuse material are awaiting examination, by length of 
time examination has been pending in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [18219/18]

25/04/2018WRE00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 109 and 110 together.

I have requested the information sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities and I will 
contact the Deputy directly when the information is to hand.

25/04/2018WRE00700Garda Deployment

25/04/2018WRE00800111. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the Garda alloca-
tion in each Garda station in the DMR north and DMR north central areas by grade for each 
year since 2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18220/18]

25/04/2018WRE00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that the strength of the Dublin Metropolitan Region 
(D.M.R.) North Division and the D.M.R. North Central Division on 28 February 2018, the lat-
est date for which information is readily available, was 666 and 613 respectively. There are also 
43 Garda Reserves and 39 Garda civilian staff attached the D.M.R. North Division and 35 Gar-
da Reserves and 42 Garda civilian staff attached to the D.M.R. North Central Division. When 
appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as 
the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National 
Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.  

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime. To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an over-
all Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 
Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
goal. 

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, just under 1,800 recruits 
have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties 
nationwide, of whom 140 and 170 have been assigned to the D.M.R. North Division and the 
D.M.R. North Central Division respectively. Garda numbers, taking account of retirements, 
increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 – a net increase of over 600 since the end of 2016. 
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I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Garda 
workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on track. 
This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In total, 800 Garda 
trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, some 200 of whom attested last month. Further, 
Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 14,000 by the 
end of this year.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties. There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training in 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána. We are now re-
building the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy 
increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Division, including the D.M.R. North Division and 
the D.M.R. North Central Division. 

For the Deputy’s information I have set out in the spreadsheets at the following links the 
Garda allocation in each Garda station in the DMR North and the DMR North Central areas 
by rank for each year from 2010 to 2017 and up to 28 February 2018, the latest date for which 
figures are currently available. 

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/CF8F529F8C4D0D208025827A0
05FA468/$File/PQ%20111%20%281%29%20250418.docx?openelement”>DMR North Cen-
tral 2010 to 2018</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/3A7510BDC90FF1EE8025827A0
05FB062/$File/PQ%20111%20%282%29%20250418.docx?openelement”>DMR North 2010 
to 2018</a>]

25/04/2018WRE01000Citizenship Applications

25/04/2018WRE01100112. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ap-
plications for citizenship being processed by his Department; the number of active applications 
being processed for more than one, two, three and five years, respectively; the average waiting 
time per application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18221/18]

25/04/2018WRE01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the number of applica-
tions for naturalisation currently on hands, by year of application for each of the years 2015 
- 2018 inclusive and 2014 and earlier is as follows:

Year of Application  2014 and earlier  2015  2016  2017 2018 to date  Total 
Applications cur-
rently on hand

 340  330  1,700  7,330  2,770  12,470

It should be noted that statistics of the cases on hands will always include a cohort of cases 
where a decision has been made and the applicant has been notified of same, but where the ap-
plicant has yet to swear their oath of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the State, as required 
under the Act, and be granted their certificate of naturalisation at a citizenship ceremony ar-
ranged for the purpose.  In this context in excess of 3,000 of the cases on hands have already re-
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ceived their decision and my Department is currently issuing invitations to these individuals to 
attend a citizenship ceremony on 21 May next to make their declaration before a judge and to 
be granted their certificate of naturalisation.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay.  While the Citizenship Division endeavours that most straightforward 
cases are processed to a decision within six months, this has to be seen in the context of the 
work involved in dealing with volumes of applications, some of which can be very complex 
in nature, and the need to ensure that each applicant fulfils the statutory conditions for natu-
ralisation. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, 
some cases can take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the neces-
sary checks may take a considerable period of time.  As outlined, even where a decision may 
be made, the certificate cannot be issued until the applicant attends a citizenship ceremony ar-
ranged for the purpose of swearing the oath of allegiance before a judge.  In the circumstances 
it is not possible to give any meaningful average processing time per application

Processing timescales can often be impacted due to further documentation being required 
from the applicant, or payment of the required certificate fee is awaited, or the applicant has not 
been engaging with the office.  In some instances delays can arise at the final stage of the natu-
ralisation process, for example, where additional information comes to light which requires to 
be considered.  In other instances the applicant themselves may request that a hold be put on 
their application, for example, where they may have returned to their country of origin for a 
prolonged period, to facilitate them in making arrangements to return to reside in the State, or 
where they have difficulty in obtaining satisfactory evidence of their identity or nationality.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union as well as international level.  It is therefore important that appropri-
ate procedures are in place to ensure that the integrity of the regime for granting Irish citizen-
ship through the naturalisation process is held in high regard both at home and internationally.

INIS devotes a considerable amount of its overall resources to the processing of these cas-
es. It also operates a dedicated phone helpline and email helpdesk available for all applicants 
interested in the progress of their application, details of which are available on the INIS website 
at www.inis.gov.ie.

25/04/2018WRE01300Court Accommodation Refurbishment

25/04/2018WRE01400113. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of refurbish-
ment works at County Wicklow courthouse; when these works will be completed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18274/18]

25/04/2018WRE01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, includ-
ing the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service 
which is independent in exercising its functions.  

However, a number of developments in relation to Courts Service accommodation require-
ments are outlined in the Government’s recent National Development Plan 2018 -2027. They 
include:

- Further new or refurbished courthouses in regional cities and county towns where facilities 
remain substandard (including Galway City, Wicklow Town, Portlaoise, Tralee and Roscom-
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mon) and further provincial locations such as An Clochan Liath (Dungloe) to serve as the Gael-
tacht court for the region, and Tuam;

- Regional Family Law Centres;

- A nationwide condition survey of all court buildings in the estate will be undertaken to 
determine their condition and identify works required in relation to any issues identified and 
meet ongoing maintenance requirements.

The precise allocation and timing of additional funding over the entire ten year period re-
mains to be fully determined. It will be dependent on the outcome of further detailed planning 
and analysis of costs which will determine prioritisation of projects from a timing and budget-
ary perspective. 

Furthermore, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that, as part of its provincial capital building programme, one 
of the objectives is to extend and refurbish the courthouse in Wicklow town to provide a sig-
nificantly larger 4 courtroom venue together with a range of facilities for staff, the judiciary, 
persons in custody, jurors, legal professionals, other state agencies and members of the public.

The Courts Service has indicated that while detailed planning or design work has not yet 
commenced, it has purchased a number of adjacent properties, some of which will be demol-
ished in order to create a larger site capable of accommodating a courthouse building on the 
scale envisaged. The Courts Service plans to undertake some of this demolition work in 2018 
and has sought assistance from the OPW in this regard. 

25/04/2018WRE01600Work Permits Data

25/04/2018WRE01700114. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation her 
views on issues raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding employment permits and 
non-EEA workers. [18113/18]

25/04/2018WRE01800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
employment of all non-EEA nationals in the State is governed by the Employment Permits Acts 
2003 – 2014. Under this legislation in order to work in the State all non-EEA nationals require 
a valid employment permit or relevant immigration permission from the Minister for Justice 
and Equality which allows them to reside and work in the State without the requirement for an 
employment permit. 

Ireland operates a managed employment permits system which maximises the benefits of 
economic migration while minimising the risk of disrupting the domestic labour market. In or-
der to ensure that the system is responsive to the changes in economic circumstances and labour 
market conditions, the Highly Skilled Eligible Occupations List (HSEOL) and the Ineligible 
Categories of Employment List (ICEL) for employment permit purposes are reviewed on a 
twice yearly basis. 

Following a review of the Highly Skilled and Ineligible lists of Employment earlier this 
year certain chef grades were removed from the ineligible occupation list. This means that if an 
employer is unsuccessful in filling a vacancy either domestically or from across the European 
Economic Area (EEA) it can be filled by a suitably qualified non- EEA national. 

The review was evidence based on independent labour market analysis carried out by the 
relevant state agency.  The removal of certain chef grades from the ineligible lists will ensure 
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that there is a mechanism to address the identified shortage of qualified chefs in the short-term.  
A quota of 610 permits has been applied to ensure that in the longer term the demand for chefs is 
met from a steady supply in the Irish labour market and to that end work is underway to increase 
the supply of chefs through training initiatives such as the development of a new Commis Chef 
Apprenticeship and a Chef de Partie Apprenticeship. 

It is also imperative that the employment permits system remains correctly oriented to meet 
the State’s emerging labour market needs, be they labour or skills shortages. Consequently, my 
Department is undertaking a review of our economic migration policy.  An Inter Departmental 
Group to steer the review has been established with a report expected by the end of June 2018.

In order to safeguard the employment opportunities of Irish/EEA nationals, significant re-
strictions exist on the granting of employment permits  The Workplace Relations Commission 
are authorised to carry out inspections, examinations or investigations for the purpose of moni-
toring and enforcing compliance with employment legislation.  In respect of the alleged abuses 
of the Employment Permits Acts my officials will make contact with the above named person 
with a view to seeking more information in order to investigate the matters raised.

Any queries relating to Immigration permissions and visas are a matter for my colleague, 
the Minister for Justice and Equality, and should be directed to that Department. If the above 
named person has any specific information relating to any criminal offence that person can 
contact the confidential Gardaí free phone number on 1800 25 00 25.

25/04/2018WRE01900Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRE02000115. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount her Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the years 
2011 to 2016. [18158/18]

25/04/2018WRE02100116. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
training has been delivered in her Department on the use of social media; the frequency and cost 
of this training; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18194/18]

25/04/2018WRE02200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 115 and 116 together.

Between 2011 and 2016 no training courses were delivered on the use of social media, 
within my Department. 

My Department does promote the development of staff through attendance at conferences 
on topics relevant to their work. In this regard, four staff members attended conferences on 
social media during this period.  The conferences provided insights from industry experts on 
how social media could be used to effectively communicate with stakeholders and customers 
through the application of best practice.

My Department did not spend any money on social media consultancy during this period 
(2011-2016). 

25/04/2018WRE02400Hospital Appointments Status

25/04/2018WRE02500117. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18105/18]
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25/04/2018WRE02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

25/04/2018WRE02700Hospital Waiting Lists

25/04/2018WRE02800118. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare will receive an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18106/18]

25/04/2018WRE02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

25/04/2018WRE03000Hospital Waiting Lists

25/04/2018WRE03100119. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a hospital appointment. [18109/18]

25/04/2018WRE03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
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tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

25/04/2018WRE03300Hospital Services

25/04/2018WRE03400120. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that MRI scans are not available to persons presenting through accident and emergency 
departments with joint injury in circumstances in which a consultant cannot give a definitive 
medical diagnosis using X-rays alone; his views on whether it is acceptable that many persons 
will have to wait between 12 and 18 months for said MRI scans in such circumstances or alter-
natively attend privately for same and then return to accident and emergency with MRI results 
to obtain a definitive diagnosis and pertinent treatment; his further views on whether this is best 
practice; his plans to address or review this anomaly; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18112/18]

25/04/2018WRE03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, the question 
raised by the Deputy has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

25/04/2018WRE03600Hospital Appointments Status

25/04/2018WRE03700121. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 152 of 6 March 2018, if another appointment for a person (details supplied) will be 
arranged due to the fact that the MRI and nerve conducting studies are now complete; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [18121/18]

25/04/2018WRE03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

25/04/2018WRE03900Health Service Capacity Review

25/04/2018WRE04000122. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if the examination of an 
additional scenario under the capacity review which assumes primary and acute care is free at 
point of use will be commissioned in line with Sláintecare recommendations. [18122/18]
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25/04/2018WRE04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Capacity Review stated clearly that the 
scenarios it examined were modelled on the assumption of no changes in eligibility arrange-
ments.  Due to the Review’s timeframe and its scope, it would not have been possible to model 
any changes in eligibility at that time. 

The Review did state that further work would be needed to assess the optimum reform strat-
egy that takes account of eligibility arrangements and their impact on implementing reforms.

This further work will be addressed in the context of the Sláintecare implementation plan.  
Work on the Implementation Plan is at an advanced stage in my Department and I expect to 
bring these proposals to Government shortly.

25/04/2018WRE04200Hospital Waiting Lists Data

25/04/2018WRE04300123. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the 
waiting list for assessment for juvenile arthritis; and the number of children in County Louth 
awaiting for such an assessment. [18124/18]

25/04/2018WRE04400124. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of children diagnosed 
with juvenile arthritis who are awaiting treatment; the number of children in County Louth 
diagnosed with juvenile arthritis who are awaiting treatment; and the length of time they have 
been waiting. [18125/18]

25/04/2018WRE04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 123 and 
124 together.

I am aware that there are challenges in meeting the growing demand for rheumatology 
services, and that the Health Service Executive is working towards improving access to such 
services.  In relation to rheumatology service provision, as this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

25/04/2018WRE04700Health Screening Programmes

25/04/2018WRE04800125. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if the routine screening of chil-
dren with Down syndrome for arthritis has been considered. [18126/18]

25/04/2018WRE04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am aware that there are challenges in meet-
ing the growing demand  for rheumatology related services, and that the Health Service Execu-
tive  is working towards improving access to such services. 

In relation to your query, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to you directly as soon as possible. 

25/04/2018WRE05000Health Services Staff

25/04/2018WRE05100126. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking in order to 
meet the WHO recommendation that there should be a minimum of six paediatric rheumatolo-
gists in the State. [18127/18]

25/04/2018WRE05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am aware that there are challenges in 
meeting the growing demand  for rheumatology services, and that the Health Service Executive 
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is working towards improving access to such services. 

In relation to rheumatology service provision, as this is a service matter, I have  asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible. 

25/04/2018WRE05300Health Services Staff Recruitment

25/04/2018WRE05400127. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason no Garda vetting 
application has been issued by the HSE to An Garda Síochána in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal as required for a staffing vacancy with home support services; if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that this failure may render the person’s job application 
invalid as a result; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18129/18]

25/04/2018WRE05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

25/04/2018WRE05600Medical Card Eligibility

25/04/2018WRE05700128. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health if measures to automatically 
grant medical cards to persons diagnosed with cancer will be approved; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18133/18]

25/04/2018WRE05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE’s Expert Group on Medical Need 
and Medical Card Eligibility examined the issue of awarding medical cards on the basis of ill-
ness and concluded that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically justifiable to list medical 
conditions in priority order for medical card eligibility.  The Expert Group also concluded that 
a person’s means should remain the main qualifier for a medical card.  This position remains 
unchanged.

Medical card provision is based on financial assessment.  In accordance with the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is determined by the 
HSE.  The Act obliges the HSE to assess whether a person is unable, without due hardship, to 
arrange general practitioner services for himself or herself and his or her family, having regard 
to his or her overall financial position and reasonable expenditure and every application must 
be assessed on that basis. Under the legislation, having a particular illness, in itself, does not 
establish eligibility for a medical card and therefore, the medical conditions of applicants for 
this scheme are not monitored on that basis.  Where the applicant’s income is within the income 
guidelines, a medical card or GP visit card will be awarded. 

Every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to support appli-
cants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the difficult cir-
cumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines. It should 
be noted, in certain circumstances, the HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, 
even though an applicant exceeds his or her income threshold, where he or she faces difficult 
financial circumstances, such as extra costs arising from an illness. Social and medical issues 
are considered when determining whether undue hardship exists for an individual accessing 
general practitioner or other medical services.  The HSE affords applicants the opportunity to 
furnish supporting information documentation to fully take account of all the relevant circum-
stances that may benefit them in the assessment, including medical evidence of cost and neces-
sary expenses.
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It should also be noted that the Director General of the HSE, on accepting an interim recom-
mendation of the Expert Group, made a decision to award medical card eligibility to all children 
under 18 years of age with a diagnosis of cancer from 1 July 2015, with the card to be held for 
a period of five years. 

25/04/2018WRF00200Hospitals Policy

25/04/2018WRF00300129. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if a consultation process has 
commenced relating to the Midland Regional Hospital, Portlaoise as previously indicated; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [18139/18]

25/04/2018WRF00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am committed to securing and further de-
veloping the role of the Midland Regional Hospital Portlaoise as a constituent hospital within 
the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group.  Since 2014, the focus has been on supporting the hos-
pital to develop and enhance management capability, implementing changes required to ad-
dress clinical service deficiencies, and incorporating the hospital into the governance structures 
within the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group. 

Significant work has been undertaken to strengthen and stabilise current arrangements for 
services at the hospital to ensure that services that are not sustainable are discontinued and those 
that are, are safety assured and adequately resourced.  Funding has increased by 35% relative to 
the 2012 budget and staffing levels have risen by 29% from the 2014 base. 

Governance and management arrangements in Portlaoise Hospital have been strengthened, 
additional clinical staff has been appointed and staff training, hospital culture and communica-
tions have improved. 

As outlined at a meeting with Laois Oireachtas members, no decision has been made yet on 
the draft Action Plan for Portlaoise Hospital and the consultation process involving local clini-
cians and the community is currently under consideration by my Department. 

25/04/2018WRF00500Medicinal Products Reimbursement

25/04/2018WRF00600130. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure the same num-
ber of persons with type 1 diabetes will be seen as per current standards, guidelines and wait 
times for individual reimbursement support with regard to the FreeStyle Libre blood glucose 
management system in view of the workload that will be incurred by the endocrinologist con-
sultants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18155/18]

25/04/2018WRF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRF00800Hospital Appointments Administration

25/04/2018WRF00900131. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the minimum and maximum wait-
ing times for adults and children with type 1 diabetes to see a consultant for follow-up or review 
consultation by CHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18156/18]
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25/04/2018WRF01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

25/04/2018WRF01100Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRF01200132. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the amount his Department has 
spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the years 2011 to 2016. [18167/18]

25/04/2018WRF01300140. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health if training has been delivered in 
his Department on the use of social media; the frequency and cost of this training; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18203/18]

25/04/2018WRF01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 132 and 
140 together.

The Department of Health spent a total of €2329.85 on social media training (including staff 
attendance at seminars) in the years 2011 to 2018 (as per the following table), with zero spend 
on social media consultancy.

Year Spend on social media training   
2011 €1040.00 
2012 €0.00 
2013 €1050.00 
2014 €239.85 
2015 €0.00 
2016 €0.00 
2017 €0.00 
2018 €0.00 

25/04/2018WRF01500Mental Health Services Provision

25/04/2018WRF01600133. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of the ten new beds that 
were to be opened in the Central Mental Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18175/18]

25/04/2018WRF01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

25/04/2018WRF01800Mental Health Services Provision

25/04/2018WRF01900134. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of the opening of Por-
trane mental health facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18176/18]

25/04/2018WRF02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

25/04/2018WRF02100Mental Health Services Data
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25/04/2018WRF02200135. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number waiting in the prison 
system and in approved centres for admittance to the Central Mental Hospital in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18177/18]

25/04/2018WRF02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

25/04/2018WRF02400Mental Health Services Data

25/04/2018WRF02500136. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the medium and long-term resi-
dential rehabilitation beds that are provided for by CHO area; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18178/18]

25/04/2018WRF02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

25/04/2018WRF02700Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

25/04/2018WRF02800137. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in nursing 
homes under the fair deal scheme who have a family home registered in their name which is 
included as part of the assessment for the scheme; the number of these houses that still have a 
spouse or family member residing in the property; the number of these family homes that are 
rented and generating an income; the number of these houses that are vacant; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18179/18]

25/04/2018WRF02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

25/04/2018WRF03000Disability Services Provision

25/04/2018WRF03100138. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be assisted in transferring to a specific unit which would be more suitable for the person. 
[18189/18]

25/04/2018WRF03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

25/04/2018WRF03300Hospital Waiting Lists
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25/04/2018WRF03400139. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18192/18]

25/04/2018WRF03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

Question No. 140 answered with Question No. 132.

25/04/2018WRF03700Health Services Staff

25/04/2018WRF03800141. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that World Health Organisation guidelines state that Ireland should have six full-time 
rheumatology consultants; the steps he is taking to implement the WHO guidelines; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [18222/18]

25/04/2018WRF03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

25/04/2018WRF04000Hospital Waiting Lists

25/04/2018WRF04100142. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18223/18]

25/04/2018WRF04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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25/04/2018WRF04300Hospital Waiting Lists

25/04/2018WRF04400143. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive an appointment to attend Letterkenny University Hospi-
tal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18224/18]

25/04/2018WRF04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

25/04/2018WRF04600General Practitioner Contracts

25/04/2018WRF04700144. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the FEMPI cuts that were made 
to general practitioners pay since 2008; the estimated full-year cost of reversing each of these 
cuts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18225/18]

25/04/2018WRF04800145. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health if he has consulted the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform about the cost implications of reversing FEMPI cuts for 
general practitioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18226/18]

25/04/2018WRF04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 144 and 
145 together.

Under the General Medical Services (GMS) contract, GPs are reimbursed for a range of 
services they provide to medical card and GP visit card holders.  GPs are remunerated for these 
services primarily on a capitation basis, with a range of additional support payments and fees 
for specific items of service.  GPs are also remunerated for services they provide on behalf of 
the HSE under other public health schemes, such as the Maternity and Infant Care Scheme, 
Primary Childhood Immunisation Scheme, etc.

The Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (FEMPI) Act 2009 imposed a 
range of adjustments to health contractor payments.  These included different levels of reduc-
tions to various GP fees and allowances and the elimination of certain payments resulting in 
savings of approximately €120 million per annum.

Despite reductions to the payment rates of health contractors made under FEMPI legisla-
tion, the total fees paid to GPs under the GMS scheme have increased during this period from 
just over €472 million in 2009 to approximately €518 million in 2016.  This increase in fees 
is largely due to significant developments and investment in GP services introduced in recent 
years, with more services being made available to our citizens and additional financial support 
provided by the HSE.
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Following the publication of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Bill late last year, along 
with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, I made it clear that Govern-
ment is committed to engaging with health contractors on the revision of fees as provided for 
under this legislation.

In this context the Government is committed to engaging with the representatives of general 
practitioners on the development of a package of measures and reforms to modernise the cur-
rent GMS Contract.  The primary focus of this engagement will be on a package of measures 
and reforms which, if agreed, will result in an expansion in the scope of the service provided by 
GPs to holders of medical cards and GP visit cards.

I have engaged with my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform about 
the future resourcing of general practice.  My officials are working with counterparts in the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform and the HSE to ensure that the engagement process 
with GP representatives, which is due to start in coming weeks, is fully focused on the priorities 
of the Government’s health reform agenda and measures which will contribute to addressing 
the strategic challenges facing the service.  If the talks process is successful and agreement can 
be reached on reforms that will benefit both patients and GPs, there is potential for State expen-
diture on GP services to increase in the coming years.

Details of the adjustments to GP payments under FEMPI are set out as follows.

SI 262 of 2009 applied an 8% reduction to the range of GP fees and allowances payable 
under the GMS Scheme, the Maternity and Infant Care Scheme and the (Health Amendment) 
Act 1996. 

SI 638 of 2010 applied reductions to a range of GP fees and allowances payable under the 
GMS Scheme, the Maternity and Infant Care Scheme, the Health (Amendment) Act 1996 and 
the HeartWatch Programme, which equated to an approximate overall reduction of 9% to pay-
ments under these schemes. 

- A 50% reduction was applied to the capitation fee in respect of patients aged 70 years or 
more who reside in a private nursing home (approved by the HSE) for continuous periods in 
excess of 5 weeks. 

- The “distance from the GP’s surgery” was removed as a factor in calculating capitation 
fees, which were standardised at the 0-3 miles rate within the various age and gender categories. 

-The “distance from the GP’s surgery” was removed as a factor in calculating out-of-hours 
fees and new rates applied. 

- The “distance from the GP’s surgery” was removed as a factor in calculating Special 
Type Consultation (STC) fees in respect of temporary residents, EEA visitors and consultations 
where a GP sees another GP’s patient in an emergency and a 5% reduction was applied to STC 
fees. 

- The Fund for the Development of General Practice (introduced in 1993) was abolished. 

- A 5% reduction was applied to payments in respect of the practice secretary/nurse/manager 
subsidy. 

- An 8% reduction was applied to other payments, including special items of service; leave 
cover; locum expenses under the fee per item contract; dispensing fees; rural practice allow-
ance; and payments under the Health (Amendment) Act 1996. 
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- An 8% reduction was applied to fees under the Maternity & Infant Care Scheme. 

- A 15% reduction was applied to fees under HeartWatch scheme. 

SI 556 of 2011 reduced the administration fees payable to GPs for childhood immunisations 
under the Primary Childhood Immunisation Scheme by 7.5%, and the fees for administration 
for influenza and pneumococcal immunisations under the GMS scheme by 33%.

In 2013, an overall reduction of 7.5% was applied to a range of GP fees and allowance. SI 
278 of 2013 reduced the fee payable to GPs for administering the influenza vaccination to the 
same rate as the fee payable to pharmacists for administering the same vaccination. SI 277 of 
2013 introduced the following measures: 

- Elimination of the special fee payable in respect of discretionary medical cards. 

- A reduction of 3.1% in respect of the following fees: 

- Capitation Fees 

- Supplementary Out-of-Hours Fees 

- Asylum Seekers / Non EU Nationals. 

- A reduction of 1% in respect of the practice nurse/secretary/manager subsidy. 

- A reduction of 7.5% in respect of the following payments under the GMS scheme: 

- Out-of-Hours fees, 

- Special Type Consultations (STCs), 

- Special Items of Services (excluding immunisations),

- Rural Practice Allowance,

- Dispensing Fees,

- Second Medical Opinion,

- Leave cover.

- A reduction of 7.5% in respect of the following payments paid to GPs under the General 
Medical Services (GMS) 1972 Fee-per-Item Contract: 

   - Fee-per-Item Consultation Fees 

   - Homes for the Aged Consultations 

   - Rural Practice Allowance, 

   - Locum Expenses & Practice Expenses, 

   - Special Items of Service. 

- A reduction of 7.5% in respect of the following payments:

  - Health Amendment Act 1996 (Hepatitis C patients), 

  - Maternity & Infant Care Scheme, 
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  - HeartWatch Programme.

25/04/2018WRF05100General Practitioner Data

25/04/2018WRF05200146. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the number of general practitio-
ners receiving funding from the State; the number that is required; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18227/18]

25/04/2018WRF05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): General Practitioners are private contrac-
tors. There is no prescribed ratio of GPs to patients and the State does not regulate the number 
of General Practitioners that can set up in a town or community.

Under the provisions of the Health (Provision of General Practitioner) Act 2012, a GP can 
enter into a state contract to provide GP services provided he/she is on the Medical Council’s 
Specialist Register in  General Practice, irrespective of the number of GPs that are already es-
tablished in an area.

As at 1 of April 2018, there are 2,485 GPs contracted by the HSE to provide services under the 
GMS scheme.  A further 419 GPs who do not hold GMS contracts are contracted by the HSE to 
provide services under the Primary Childhood Immunisation Scheme, the Health(Amendment) 
Act 1996, Heartwatch, the Methadone Treatment Scheme and the National Cancer Screening 
Service.

It should be noted that as at 1 March 2018 there were only 23 GMS panels that do not have 
a permanent GP in place – a vacancy rate of less than 1%.

The Health Service Capacity Review estimates a requirement of 4,970 GPs by 2031 which 
is an increase of 1,400 or 39% based on no changes to eligibility and current patterns of activity.

I would like to assure the Deputy of the Government’s commitment to the continued devel-
opment of GP capacity to ensure that patients across the country continue to have access to GP 
services and that general practice is sustainable in all areas into the future.  I want to ensure that 
existing GP services are retained and that general practice remains an attractive career option 
for newly-qualified GPs.

Efforts undertaken in recent years to increase the number of practising GPs include changes 
to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommodate more flexible/shared GMS/GP con-
tracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the GMS scheme, allowing GPs to hold 
GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday, as well as the introduction of an enhanced supports 
package for rural GP practices.  Separately, the State is seeking to train more GPs to provide GP 
services to the population.  In 2009, there were 120 GP training places and in 2018 we expect to 
fill 194 training places, an increase of over 60% over this nine year period.  The Government is 
committed to further increasing this number to 259 places annually in future years. 

25/04/2018WRF05400Assisted Human Reproduction

25/04/2018WRF05500147. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when plans to subsidise or assist 
couples with the cost of IVF will be published and introduced; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18228/18]

25/04/2018WRF05600148. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the projected costs in 2019 of the 
introduction of free IVF treatment as committed to in October 2017; and the estimated number 
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of couples who would be provided with access in 2019 and in each of the following five years 
[18229/18]

25/04/2018WRF05700151. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the supports that are provided to 
couples who require assistance in funding IVF and other fertility treatments; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18232/18]

25/04/2018WRF05800152. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health further to previous parliamentary 
replies, if he reverted to Government at the end of 2017 as committed to with proposals for a 
potential model of public funding for assisted human reproduction treatment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18233/18]

25/04/2018WRF05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 147, 148, 
151 and 152 together.

The Government approved the drafting of a Bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) 
and associated areas of research in October last year. In order to support the commencement 
of the legislation, officials in my Department will work during 2018 with the HSE to develop 
a model of care for infertility to ensure the provision of safe, effective and accessible services 
through the public health system as part of the full range of services available in obstetrics and 
gynaecology. 

Part of this work includes identifying policy options for a potential public funding model for 
AHR treatment. Once I have had the opportunity to consider these policy options I will bring a 
Memorandum to Government for a model of public funding for AHR treatment for the Govern-
ment’s consideration and decision.

It should be noted that any funding model that may ultimately be introduced would need to 
operate within the broader regulatory framework set out in the AHR Bill and a model of care 
for infertility.

While IVF treatment is not currently provided by the Irish public health service, there is 
some support available in that patients who access IVF treatment privately may claim tax relief 
on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses scheme. In addition, a defined 
list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered under the High Tech Scheme 
administered by the HSE. Medicines covered by the High Tech Scheme must be prescribed by 
a consultant/specialist and approved by the HSE ‘High Tech Liaison Officers’. The cost of the 
medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under the Medical Card or Drugs Payment Scheme. 
In addition to these schemes, there is a limited specialist AHR service available through the 
HSE, which provides funding for fertility preservation for cancer patients whose treatment is 
likely to impact on their future fertility.

25/04/2018WRG00200Assisted Human Reproduction

25/04/2018WRG00300149. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when the proposed finalised legisla-
tion on assisted human reproduction will be published; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18230/18]

25/04/2018WRG00400150. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the proposed legislation on as-
sisted human reproduction will be passed by the end of 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18231/18]

25/04/2018WRG00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 149 and 
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150 together.

The Government approved the drafting of a Bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) 
and associated areas of research in October last year. The General Scheme is published on my 
Department’s website. In addition, the Joint Committee on Health is currently conducting a 
review of the General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill 2017 as part of the 
pre-legislative scrutiny process, which began in January of this year.

The introduction of legislation in relation to AHR and associated research is a priority for 
me and officials in my Department are engaging with the Office of the Attorney General in rela-
tion to the process of drafting this Bill. However, it is not possible at this time to give a defini-
tive timeline for the completion of the draft Bill and its subsequent passage through the Houses 
of the Oireachtas.

Questions Nos. 151 and 152 answered with Question No. 147.

25/04/2018WRG00900Medicinal Products Data

25/04/2018WRG01000153. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the cost of fertility medicines needed 
for fertility treatment covered under the high tech scheme administered by the HSE in each of 
the years 2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018; the number of persons assisted in each year in the 
same period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18234/18]

25/04/2018WRG01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, this question has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRG01200Primary Care Services Provision

25/04/2018WRG01300154. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason the minor injury 
clinic was dropped from the list of facilities available at the new health centre in Kilmore West; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18245/18]

25/04/2018WRG01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRG01500Disability Services Provision

25/04/2018WRG01600155. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if emergency funding will be 
allocated to provide full residential care for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18255/18]

25/04/2018WRG01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  



Questions - Written Answers

66

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

25/04/2018WRG01800Disability Services Provision

25/04/2018WRG01900156. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to ad-
dress the shortage of residential places in County Cork for persons with intellectual disabilities 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18256/18]

25/04/2018WRG02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

25/04/2018WRG02100Hospital Waiting Lists

25/04/2018WRG02200157. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a day procedure appointment 
will issue to a person (details supplied). [18257/18]

25/04/2018WRG02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

25/04/2018WRG02400Hospital Charges

25/04/2018WRG02500158. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the revenue raised in each of 
the years 2013 to 2017 from charges for private patients in public beds by public or voluntary 
hospital in tabular form. [18267/18]

25/04/2018WRG02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This matter has been referred to the HSE for 
direct reply.
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25/04/2018WRG02700Health Services Data

25/04/2018WRG02800159. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
CHO waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 
26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [18268/18]

25/04/2018WRG02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRG03000Health Services Data

25/04/2018WRG03100160. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
CHO waiting for an ophthalmology appointment in primary care; and the number waiting 0 to 
12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [18269/18]

25/04/2018WRG03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRG03300Health Services Data

25/04/2018WRG03400161. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
CHO waiting for an audiology appointment in primary care; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 
to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [18270/18]

25/04/2018WRG03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRG03600Health Services Data

25/04/2018WRG03700162. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
CHO waiting for a dietetics appointment in primary care; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 
26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [18271/18]

25/04/2018WRG03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

25/04/2018WRG03900Health Services Data

25/04/2018WRG04000163. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
CHO waiting for an oral health appointment in primary care; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 
12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [18272/18]

25/04/2018WRG04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRG04200Hospital Appointments Status
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25/04/2018WRG04300164. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment with the neurology department, Temple Street Hospital, Dublin. 
[18273/18]

25/04/2018WRG04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

25/04/2018WRG04500Primary Care Centres Provision

25/04/2018WRG04600165. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to develop a 
primary care centre in Bray, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18278/18]

25/04/2018WRG04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRG04800Primary Care Centres

25/04/2018WRG04900166. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the services available at Carnew 
primary care centre; if additional services will be provided; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18279/18]

25/04/2018WRG05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

25/04/2018WRG05100Primary Care Centres Staff

25/04/2018WRG05200167. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of general practitioners 
based in Carnew primary care centre; if none has been appointed, his plans to recruit general 
practitioners for the centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18280/18]

25/04/2018WRG05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.
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25/04/2018WRG05400Commencement of Legislation

25/04/2018WRG05500168. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 917 of 17 April 2018, the details of the drafting issues that have caused the delays in 
respect of Parts 2 and 3 of this Act; the timeframe for the rectification of these issues and the 
commencement of the Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18293/18]

25/04/2018WRG05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A number of technical drafting issues have 
come to light in relation to  Parts 2 & 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015. The  
implications of these issues are being explored by officials in my  Department and the Office 
of the Attorney General, and as these discussions are ongoing, I do not wish to pre-empt the 
outcome by citing specific details. I would be happy to arrange a briefing for the Deputy on the 
substantive issues in due course.

Clarification on whether primary legislation is required to resolve these issues is being 
sought. In the event that primary legislation is required I would seek to deal with it as a matter 
of urgency.

25/04/2018WRH00200Afforestation Programme

25/04/2018WRH00300169. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his Department has examined the potential for strategic afforestation to maximise carbon 
sequestration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18321/18]

25/04/2018WRH00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The National 
Mitigation Plan (July 2017) states that “...the forest sector, through afforestation and the use of 
forest-based biomass and wood products offers considerable scope for climate change mitiga-
tion, equivalent to 20-22% of agricultural emissions.” In this context afforestation is a key land 
use strategy for my Department supported through the €0.5billion Forestry Programme 2014 
– 2020.  The afforestation scheme itself is voluntary and operates at a national level rather than 
targeting certain counties or regions. Therefore, in terms of maximising the potential of forestry 
to sequester carbon this very much depends on the willingness of landowners to participate in 
the scheme. 

Strategic afforestation operates at scheme level where the programme aims to encourage 
landowners to consider planting trees on their farms. Agro forestry for example allows for for-
estry and grazing on the same land at the same while the forestry for fibre planting category can 
be clearfelled after 15 years and not 35-40 which is the case for more traditional forestry. So 
far over 18,000 hectares of new forests have been established during the first three years of the 
programme. The midterm review of this plan, completed in February 2018, improved the rates 
available for all planting categories.

Central to my Department’s approach to increasing forest cover is the promotion of “Farm 
Forestry” where farmers are encouraged to include afforestation as part of their overall farm-
ing mix. Land which is underutilised and perhaps more difficult to work on could be planted 
with trees, while moving livestock onto the dryer and more productive fields. In this way a new 
income is created while maintaining overall herd size.

In December 2016 Minister Doyle announced funding of over €1.3m for developing the 
“Irish Land Use Emission and Sequestration Support Tool”. This project will develop  model-
ling capacity to examine future scenarios for agricultural greenhouse gas emissions and carbon 
sequestration by forestry in Ireland. Other projects recently funded by my Department include 
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research on biomass and renewable energy from Short Rotation Forestry which explores the 
potential of short rotation forestry (SRF) to contribute to biomass production and renewable 
energy targets in Ireland. 

25/04/2018WRH00500Afforestation Programme

25/04/2018WRH00600170. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if consideration will be given to planting species of trees with a high carbon sequestration ca-
pacity in view of the fact that some species can absorb up to four times the amount of carbon 
that others can; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18322/18]

25/04/2018WRH00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment’s policy is to increase species diversity within the national forest estate; to this end increas-
ing afforestation levels across all planting categories is supported with higher rates reserved for 
broadleaf species. Under the current forestry programme new species have been added to the 
mix to create more diversity and to target climate change mitigation. Under the forestry for fibre 
scheme, eucalyptus and poplar have been introduced. These species have a much shorter rota-
tion than traditional forestry where clearfell can take place after 15 years as opposed to between 
35 and 40 for more traditional forestry. As a renewable energy source material wood can help to 
displace fossil fuels as a source of heating in local markets and can help meet demand created 
by the recently launched SSRH scheme.  

As one of our fastest growing tree species, Sitka spruce has an important role to play in 
carbon sequestration. It grows well in Ireland because it is suited to our soils and climate. It 
has been grown successfully for over 80 years and it has proven itself to be one of the most 
productive coniferous species grown in Ireland and as such has become the industry’s mainstay 
in terms of timber processing and end markets. My Department’s recent publication “Forest 
Statistics – Ireland 2017” states that Sitka spruce is the most common species, occupying 52.4% 
of the forest area. There are twelve different planting categories within the Department’s affor-
estation scheme and the most popular, known as GPC 3 is made up of Sitka spruce planted with 
a second species. In fact almost 80% of total planting in 2017 was GPC 3. 

A typical productive plantation of Sitka spruce will result in removals of 10 tonnes of CO2e 
per annum per hectare on average over a full rotation. In some individual years this figure may 
fluctuate. It is therefore important to look at changes in carbon across the whole forest estate, 
which was a sink of -3.6 million tonnes of carbon dioxide in 2015.

25/04/2018WRH00800Inshore Fisheries

25/04/2018WRH00900171. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 1069 of 17 April 2018, when the consultation document which 
is under preparation regarding inshore waters is likely to be published and made publicly avail-
able. [18116/18]

25/04/2018WRH01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I hope to 
make this consultation paper available within the coming days.

25/04/2018WRH01100Forestry Sector

25/04/2018WRH01200172. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the members of the forestry appeals committee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18132/18]

25/04/2018WRH01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Forest-
ry Appeals Committee (FAC) was established, under the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001, as 
amended, to hear appeals against decisions on forestry licences. It is based in the Agriculture 
Appeals Office in Portlaoise, Co. Laois. In February, I appointed Mr. Bart Brady as Chairperson 
of the  FAC.  Mr. Brady is a former Assistant Secretary General in the Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine.

In addition to Mr. Brady as Chair, the other members of the Committee are drawn from of-
ficers of the existing Agriculture Appeals Office.

The FAC is available as an appeals body to applicants or third parties who are dissatisfied 
with decisions made by the Department on applications for licences for afforestation, tree fell-
ing, forest road works and aerial fertilisation. It is fully operational and has already completed 
its first appeal hearing. The appeals process is now independent of the Department. 

25/04/2018WRH01400GLAS Payments

25/04/2018WRH01500173. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a 2017 GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18136/18]

25/04/2018WRH01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This person is 
fully up to date with their GLAS payments.

25/04/2018WRH01700TAMS Payments

25/04/2018WRH01800174. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a TAMS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18137/18]

25/04/2018WRH01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application for grant-aid under the Animal Welfare, Safety and Nutrient 
Storage Scheme of TAMS II.  Payment in respect of the investments issued on the 19th April 
2018.

25/04/2018WRH02000National Mitigation Plan Implementation

25/04/2018WRH02100175. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of the implementation of action 92 proposed in the national mitigation plan, namely, 
the improvement of farm sustainability through GLAS and the origin green programme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [18153/18]

25/04/2018WRH02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Work is on-
going in the implementation of the National Mitigation Plan. Action 92 refers to the proposal 
to continue to improve farm sustainability through GLAS and the Origin Green Programme.

In relation to GLAS over 50,000 farmers joined GLAS, which has a range of actions to ad-
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dress climate change and reduce emissions.

Among the actions undertaken under the scheme are almost 5,000 farmers who have com-
mitted to the Low Emission Slurry Spreading techniques action within GLAS, with consequent 
reductions in CO2 and Ammonia. Approximately 2,400 farmers are planting 26,000 hectares 
of catch crops annually which prevents soil erosion and absorbs nutrients. A further approxi-
mately 300 farmers have signed up to Minimum Tillage which reduces damage to soil and the 
breakdown of soil structure. 

To date under the Origin Green Programme, over 170,000 carbon assessments have been 
carried out across beef and dairy farms. While previous targets focused primarily on greenhouse 
gas emissions, a new more detailed individual Sustainability Report will be sent to farmers in 
2018. Primary focus areas will include GHGs; Water Quality and Consumption; Animal Health 
and Welfare; Biodiversity; Soil Quality and Grassland Management; Farm Health and Safety; 
and General Farm Management. 

25/04/2018WRH02300Climate Change Adaptation Plans

25/04/2018WRH02400176. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of the 29 adaptation options included in his Department’s “Adaptation Planning - 
Developing Resilience to Climate Change in the Irish Agriculture and Forest Sector” report: 
the status of the implementation of the six recommendations for the monitoring, review and 
evaluation of the adapted options included in the report; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18154/18]

25/04/2018WRH02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The non-stat-
utory adaptation planning document entitled Adaptation Planning - Developing Resilience to 
Climate Change in the Irish Agriculture and Forest Sector was prepared by my Department un-
der the 2012 National Climate Change Adaptation Framework.  This document represents a first 
step by my Department in developing a climate change adaptation approach for the agriculture 
and forest sectors. This will be developed further under the new National Adaptation Frame-
work now in place.

The following are some of the high level adaptation option categories outlined in the docu-
ment.

A key adaptation option identified is the need to ensure that all policies, strategies, plans and 
measures for the agriculture and forest sector be informed of the need to adapt to the potential 
impacts of climate change.  In order to ensure effective adaptation planning across the Depart-
ment an internal stakeholder group was established at the outset of the adaptation planning 
process.  Personnel from across the key areas of the Department were represented on this group 
and involved in, and engaged with, the adaptation planning process.  There is ongoing commu-
nication with this group on issues related to adaptation planning.  This group will be engaged in 
reviewing and the development of the statutory plan my Department is required to deliver under 
the new National Adaptation Framework (NAF).

In terms of interagency co-operation this is something that my Department engages in on 
an ongoing basis.  In particular my Department has been to the forefront in engaging with Met 
Eireann and the Office of Emergency Planning, as evidenced during the recent storm events.

My Department is engaged with a number of initiatives involving knowledge transfer and 
communication, the Knowledge Transfer Programme supported under the Rural Development 
Programme being one such example.  On the international front officials are also actively in-
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volved in a range of fora.

Additionally, strong support is made available for climate change research relevant to the 
Irish agri-food sector.  Most recently my Department has agreed to co-fund two projects related 
to climate and water, included in the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) recently opened 
research call.

My Department is continuing measures related to the protection of our forests from biotic 
and abiotic threats, including pests and diseases and fire. The environmental requirements for 
afforestation and land types for afforestation documents and the related industry focused train-
ing will ensure that forest planting occurs on the most suitable sites and helps to ensure the 
productivity and health of forests into the future. Initiatives to support the felling decision of 
land owners, management plans and certification in the private estate, which complement exist-
ing forest adaptation software and reports have been also developed. These measures will help 
to ensure that our forests continue to be managed sustainably and can adapt to the changing 
climate.

There are also a number of ongoing locally led agri-environment and climate schemes, in-
cluding the  Hen Harrier and Burren Programmes. Animal health and welfare issues continue to 
be a priority for my Department, we have a range of codes of practices and controls in place to 
support the sector in ensuring highest standards are maintained. The National Farmed Animal 
Health Strategy 2017-2022 launched in 2017 sets out a comprehensive set of actions for all 
stakeholders in the agri-food industry to work in partnership to achieve optimal animal health 
in Ireland. 

Regarding the status of the six recommendations for the monitoring, review and evaluation 
of the options included in the report, these recommendations form part of my Department’s 
current work with respect to developing new plans under the NAF. The NAF was published in 
January of this year by the Minister Communications, Climate Action and Environment and is 
the framework by which sectors will develop sectoral adaptation plans - as required under the 
Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015. The NAF identifies twelve key sec-
tors under the remit of seven Government Ministers where sectoral adaptation plans are to be 
prepared.  My Department is the lead Department for three of these key sectors: agriculture, 
forestry and seafood. 

The published Adaptation Planning document and the current work being carried out under 
the adaptation option headings are forming the basis upon which my Department will develop 
the new statutory sectoral adaptation plan under the NAF.

25/04/2018WRH02600Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRH02700177. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount his Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the years 
2011 to 2016. [18157/18]

25/04/2018WRH02800186. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
training has been delivered in his Department on the use of social media; the frequency and cost 
of this training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18193/18]

25/04/2018WRH02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 177 and 186 together.

My Department’s social media presence is managed by the Press and Information Office of 
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my Department. Since 2011, staff members from the Press and Information Office and I.T. sec-
tions have attended 3 training courses on the use of social media, at a total cost of €475. Sepa-
rate to these courses, a member of my Department’s staff attended Social Media Dublin 2017, 
a conference on the topic of social media, in January 2017, and 3 staff members attended the 
same conference in 2018. Total expenditure by my Department for attendance at these events 
was approximately €1,000.

25/04/2018WRH03000Organic Farming Scheme Payments

25/04/2018WRH03100178. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of organic farming payments for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18174/18]

25/04/2018WRH03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named  is a participant in the Organic Farming Scheme.  The checks and validations in respect 
of their 2017 advance payment have now been completed and payment in respect of their 2017 
claim will issue shortly.

25/04/2018WRH03300Greyhound Industry

25/04/2018WRH03400179. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on allocating inspectors from his Department to monitor the welfare of greyhounds; 
his views on the fact that many animal welfare organisations do not accept the Irish Greyhound 
Board as an impartial inspector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18180/18]

25/04/2018WRH03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The process 
whereby I have the power under the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 to authorise members 
of other organisations is one that was debated in detail during the passage of that legislation 
through the Oireachtas. Many deputies had concerns about possible biases in such organisa-
tions, in particular animal welfare organisations. In response to this the legislation was drafted 
in such a way as to ensure there is adequate probity and oversight of the process by my Depart-
ment. In particular prosecutions can only be taken through my Department.  

Since commencement of the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 the system authorising 
officers from outside my Department has worked well. All those who have been authorised 
have had their fitness and ability to operate examined. Authorisation has been done only where 
my Department has been given credible evidence about the relevant experience, training and 
bona fides of the proposed officers.

In addition to the authorised officers from the ISPCA and DSPCA I have recently appointed 
two officers of Bord na gCon  to give assistance to my Department in the area of welfare.

The Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 also gives powers to both Local Authorities, to the 
Coursing club and to Bord na gCon to appoint Welfare Officers. This system is also seen to be 
working well.

25/04/2018WRH03600Animal Welfare

25/04/2018WRH03700180. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 73 of 3 October 2017, his views on whether animal wel-
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fare inspectors should be present on all transports of live animals as opposed to being present 
occasionally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18181/18]

25/04/2018WRH03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
continue to be an important component of Ireland’s livestock industry and my Department pro-
motes and maintains an environment in which live exports take place with a strong emphasis on 
the welfare of all animals being exported. 

There is a very detailed and comprehensive inspection regime in place and officials of my 
Department perform mandatory, random and risk-based inspections on all vehicles involved in 
live animal transport. In Ireland in the vast majority of cases the loading of vehicles for export 
is supervised by an Official Veterinarian from DAFM - as the point of loading is considered a 
critical control point in relation to welfare during transport. The inspection regime in Ireland 
goes above and beyond the requirements of EU legislation in this regard, highlighting the im-
portance placed on welfare during transport. I am satisfied that the current inspection system 
offers good safeguards in relation to animal welfare and at this time it would be unnecessary to 
have inspectors on all transports.

25/04/2018WRH03900Animal Welfare

25/04/2018WRH04000181. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the way in which he is addressing the continued transport of Irish greyhounds for commercial 
purposes to countries in Asia and elsewhere that have no animal welfare standards. [18182/18]

25/04/2018WRH04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The position 
with regard to export is that the vast majority of dogs that are moved from Ireland go to the 
UK.  Trade within the EU of dogs, including greyhounds, is governed by EU law.  Any dogs 
moved to another EU country from Ireland must be accompanied by an EU pet passport, be 
microchipped, and have a valid rabies vaccination.  

The premises exporting dogs must be registered with my Department in advance of the 
export.  Before travel, dogs must undergo a clinical examination by an authorised veterinar-
ian, who must verify that the animals show no obvious signs of disease and are fit to be trans-
ported.  Dogs must also have a health certificate issued by a Department veterinarian.  These 
procedures, including vaccination, ensure that only healthy dogs, over the age of 15 weeks, are 
allowed to be exported.  

Exporters must also comply with EU law on the protection of animals during transport, 
while the transport of animals by air is also governed by the International Air Transport Asso-
ciation (IATA) regulations.  In this context, I am aware that a number of airlines do not transport 
commercial consignments of greyhounds.  

Bord na gCon, which is responsible for the governance, regulation and development of the 
greyhound industry in Ireland, has stated that it does not support the export of greyhounds to 
destinations which do not conform with the standards in the Animal Health and Welfare Act, the 
Welfare of Greyhounds Act or its own Code of Practice and standards. I fully endorse this view.  

My Department has a close working relationship with animal welfare charities on all aspects 
of animal welfare. Officials of my Department have met with the welfare members of the Inter-
national Greyhound Forum, which includes the Dogs Trust, the ISPCA and Bord na gCon, to 
consider issues surrounding the export of greyhounds. 
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25/04/2018WRH04200Fur Farming

25/04/2018WRH04300182. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he is satisfied with the standards of fur farms here in view of inspectors’ reports (details 
supplied); his views on abolishing fur farms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18183/18]

25/04/2018WRH04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Deputy 
is referring to information released on foot of a Freedom of Information request processed in 
2017.  In that request an individual sought all inspection reports for fur farms in 2016. 

The inspections reports did not highlight any issues of concern in relation to the standards 
prevailing on the Fur Farms in question.

Policy in this area is guided by the review which my Department conducted in 2011. The 
Terms of Reference of the Review Group were: 

(i) To review fur farming in Ireland taking into account existing legislative provisions for 
the licensing of mink farming;  

(ii) To comment on the economic benefits of the sector; 

(iii) To consider the effectiveness of existing welfare controls, and 

(iv) To make appropriate recommendations 

The Review Group invited submissions from the public and interested parties and consid-
ered over four hundred submissions which were received.

The Group concluded that it did not find the arguments in favour of banning the farming of 
fur animals in Ireland compelling and recommended that instead, fur farming be allowed con-
tinue under licence and subject to official control.

On foot of the Review Group’s deliberations, my Department introduced more rigorous 
controls on licence holders in the areas of animal welfare, animal accommodation, security 
and nutrient management. Licensees are subject to regular inspections, including unannounced 
inspections by Department officials. 

Also, my Department has statutory responsibility for the welfare and protection of farmed 
animals under the European Communities (Welfare of Farmed Animals) Regulations, 2010 
(Statutory Instrument No 311/2010) and the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.  Irish fur 
farmers are, in this regard, subject to the same animal welfare legislation as other livestock 
farmers.

25/04/2018WRH04500Greyhound Industry

25/04/2018WRH04600183. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on the fact that a greyhound that tested positive for cocaine on three occasions has 
been nominated for the greyhound of the year award; his further views on whether doping is a 
significant problem in the industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18184/18]

25/04/2018WRH04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial State Body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.
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Bord na gCon is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine. 

Bord na gCon has informed me that all nominations for the annual awards are decided on by 
an independent panel comprising of ten industry representatives. The selection for each catego-
ry is made by secret ballot with the three top voted greyhounds being selected for consideration.

Bord na gCon has an intensive testing regime in place across race meetings, sales trials and 
at owners’ kennels. For the first quarter of 2018, there have been two adverse analytical findings 
from 1,095 samples. From a total of 5,294 samples in 2017, there were 29 adverse findings. 
Every adverse finding is published on the Bord na gCon website. 

In 2017 Bord na gCon invested €400,000 in a new analytical machine that can measure 
substances in parts per trillion, which allows for detection sometime after they may have been 
administered. Three individuals have been banned for doping or welfare offences. These indi-
viduals are disqualified from owning, training or managing a racing greyhound. 

In relation to the matter referred to in the Deputy’s question, Bord na gCon has stated that 
in accordance with regulations, the subsequent investigation into the three adverse analytical 
findings is a matter for the Control Committee which is independent of Bord na gCon. This 
investigation was due for hearing by the Control Committee in December 2017 but is currently 
on hold due to a High Court injunction. Until the Control Committee has concluded its inves-
tigation, the prize money is withheld and no assumptions can be made beyond the status of an 
adverse analytical finding. In accordance with regulations, any greyhound that returns an ad-
verse finding is immediately disqualified from further racing or trialling until a further sample 
returns free from prohibited substances.

25/04/2018WRH04800Control of Dogs

25/04/2018WRH04900184. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he is satisfied with the condition of dog pounds here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18185/18]

25/04/2018WRH05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The control 
and management of pounds is, in accordance with the Pounds (Provision and Maintenance)  
Act 1935, an operational matter within the remit of each local authority within  its functional 
area and is recorded in the county registrar. My Department works closely with local authori-
ties to ensure that optimum animal welfare standards are maintained.  Should there be con-
cerns regarding a particular establishment, it is recommended that contact to be made with my 
Department’s Animal Welfare Helpline on Call Save 0761064408; phone 016072379; Email 
animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.ie. 

25/04/2018WRH05100Food Imports

25/04/2018WRH05200185. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to develop an alternative cold storage inspection facility at Rosslare Europort in view of 
the fact there is only one cold storage inspection facility in the country located in Dublin Port; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18190/18]

25/04/2018WRH05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are cur-
rently two entry points to Ireland that have EU Border Inspection Posts which are approved for 
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the import of products of animal origin from 3rd Countries into the European Union, and which 
have freezer storage facilities – namely Shannon Airport and Dublin Port. The decision to seek 
approval as a Border Inspection Point is a commercial decision for port and airport authorities. 
The provision of appropriate facilities for the inspection and storage of goods requires detailed 
planning, the assistance of the Office of Public Works, compliance with the statutory planning 
requirements and the approval of the audit unit of the European Commission DG SANTE. My 
department is always available for discussions with any port or airport authority interested in 
having an approved Border Inspection Post.

Question No. 186 answered with Question No. 177.

25/04/2018WRH05500Horse Racing Industry

25/04/2018WRH05600187. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of horses injured and killed at racecourses and point-to-point events here in each of the past 
ten years. [18236/18]

25/04/2018WRH05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland is a commercial State Body responsible for the overall administration, promotion and 
development of the horse racing industry.

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Horse Racing Ireland.

I will request officials in my Department to refer the question to Horse Racing Ireland for 
direct reply to the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRH05800Greyhound Industry Data

25/04/2018WRH05900188. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of the dogs rehomed directly by an organisation (details supplied) that are unnamed or 
unregistered. [18240/18]

25/04/2018WRH06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial State Body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.

Bord na gCon is a body corporate and a separate entity to the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine. 

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Bord na gCon.

I will request officials in my Department to refer the question to Bord na gCon for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRJ00200GLAS Payments

25/04/2018WRJ00300189. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18241/18]

25/04/2018WRJ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
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named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016 and 
has received all payments in respect of scheme year 2016. 

Administrative checks must take place on all GLAS claims. All cases must clear validation 
checks before payment can issue. My Department is working proactively to complete these 
checks in this case. Once this case clears the validations the 2017 advance payment will be 
made. GLAS 2017 advance payments are being made on a weekly basis. 

25/04/2018WRJ00500Dairy Sector

25/04/2018WRJ00600190. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
proposals he has put forward at EU level on the need for the European Commission to introduce 
measures to support the dairy sector in view of the downward pressure on prices; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18291/18]

25/04/2018WRJ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
is aware, the Irish dairy market, following on from broader EU and International trends, has 
performed strongly in 2017 and the early months of 2018, following a period of low prices in 
2015 and 2016. While the overall dairy sector is now in a much better place overall than it has 
been in recent years, there is a significant overhang of intervention stocks of skimmed milk 
powder in the EU .

I remain conscious of the pressure volatility in dairy markets can exert on farmers and I can 
assure the Deputy that I am committed to utilising all measures at our disposal, including EU 
market measures such as intervention, aids to private storage and exceptional market measures, 
as necessary. 

Ireland is strongly positioned as a competitive producer of dairy products. It has enviable 
natural resources, adaptable and resilient producers, a strong international reputation, an ef-
fective dairy processing sector and a strong core of research infrastructure and expertise. My 
Department will continue to work with our partners in the industry to develop measures which 
can minimise the effects of price volatility in the future and ensure sustainable growth. 

25/04/2018WRJ00800Fodder Crisis

25/04/2018WRJ00900191. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
payment will be made to farmers in respect of the transport costs of purchased fodder in circum-
stances in which farmers had to source fodder supplies long distances from their farms and such 
supplies were bought in advance of the introduction of the transport subsidy; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that some farmers in areas such as counties Cavan and Monaghan had to 
buy fodder from early 2018 due to cattle being housed early in the autumn of 2017 and the lack 
of a second cut of silage necessitated the purchase of fodder for many farmers from January 
2018 onwards; if such cases will be included under the transport scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18294/18]

25/04/2018WRJ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In response 
to the problems experienced in parts of the West and North-West in the late autumn and winter 
I took a number of steps to address issues around the availability of fodder. I introduced a tar-
geted ‘Fodder Transport Support measure’ on 29 January 2018 to provide additional assistance 
to those livestock farmers in parts of the West and North West severely affected by on-going 
fodder shortages. The main purpose of the measure was to support the cost of transporting fod-
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der between those areas where it was plentiful and those where it was scarce. 

The continuation of cold wet weather throughout March resulted in a serious delay to the 
onset of spring. Grass growth remained negligible, ground stayed wet and livestock had to re-
main housed in many cases. This resulted in the fodder problem extending countrywide with a 
consequent tightening of fodder availability nationally.

In response, I extended the Fodder Transport Support measure to all counties and also intro-
duced a Fodder Import Support Measure, to ensure that there was adequate fodder available to 
feed the national herd. 

However it is not possible to retrospectively include farmers as eligible for support during 
the period in advance of the introduction of these schemes.

25/04/2018WRJ01100Greyhound Industry

25/04/2018WRJ01200192. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to amend to the Greyhound Industry Bill 2017 to ensure that the State does not allow the 
export of greyhounds to countries in which animal welfare standards are poor and not in line 
with Irish animal welfare standards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18295/18]

25/04/2018WRJ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Trade within 
the EU of dogs, including greyhounds, is governed by EU law.  The position is that once animal 
health and welfare certification requirements, and the provisions of Council Regulation (EC) 
No 1 of 2005 on the protection of animals during transport, are met, dogs, including grey-
hounds, may be moved within the EU or exported to a non-EU country.  The main destination 
for Irish dogs and greyhounds moved abroad is the UK.

Under EU law, dogs moved to another EU country from Ireland must be accompanied by an 
EU pet passport, be microchipped, and have a valid rabies vaccination.  

Also under EU law, a premises exporting dogs must be registered with my Department.  

Dogs must also have a health certificate issued by a Department veterinarian. 

I have introduced new greyhound racing legislation to ensure that the principles of good 
governance and regulation are clearly and unambiguously laid down in primary legislation. In 
broad terms the Bill seeks to address the deficiencies in the existing legislation as identified in 
the Indecon report, the Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine report and the 
Morris report. It addresses the governance of Bord na gCon, strengthens regulatory controls in 
the industry, modernises sanctions and improves integrity with a view to building a reputation 
for exceptional regulation in the sector. The draft General Scheme of the Bill has progressed 
through the pre-legislative scrutiny phase. It is hoped that a memorandum will go to Govern-
ment in the coming weeks, which will request approval to publish the updated General Scheme 
and to submit it to the Office of Parliamentary Counsel for drafting.

25/04/2018WRJ01400Sheep Welfare Scheme

25/04/2018WRJ01500193. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
advance payment for the sheep welfare scheme 2017 will issue to a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18301/18]
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25/04/2018WRJ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion was received under the Sheep Welfare Scheme from the person named under both herd 
numbers on 31 January 2017.  Under the terms and conditions of the scheme, applicants are 
required to submit a Basic Payment Scheme application for each year of scheme participation, 
and comply with the requirement to be an active farmer. 

In this case, a Basic Payment application was received under one of the herd numbers and 
thus advance payment issued in respect of the Sheep Welfare application submitted for that herd 
number only.   

The Sheep Welfare application has now been amended  to take account of the fact that the 
two herd numbers are linked and will be processed for payment accordingly.  Balancing pay-
ments in respect of these applications are due to commence shortly. 

25/04/2018WRJ01700Coastal Protection

25/04/2018WRJ01800194. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the position with coastal reclamation and protection in areas surrounding the 
Boyne River inlet in County Louth and the eastern area of County Meath following recent ex-
treme weather; if reports have been undertaken to examine the change in the coastal protection 
requirements; if reports have been undertaken to examine the silt deposits in the Boyne River 
inlet and other related reports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18117/18]

25/04/2018WRJ01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I have no statutory function in relation to coastal erosion and flood relief. The lead 
responsibility for dealing with flood relief and flood risk management rests with the Office of 
Public Works (OPW), which is the responsibility of the Minister of State at the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform. I understand that Drogheda Port Company also has a role in 
relation to dredging of the Boyne Estuary. 

25/04/2018WRJ02000Mining Licences

25/04/2018WRJ02100195. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if issues raised in correspondence (details supplied) will be examined in view of 
the concerns of a local community; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18123/18]

25/04/2018WRJ02200Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Kyne): As the Deputy may be aware, three comprehensive letters of 
information and clarification have been sent to the Cavan Mining Objection Group to date and 
all of the issues now raised have been addressed previously. In addition, a presentation was 
given to Cavan County Council by the Chief Geologist of the Exploration and Mining Division 
of my Department on April 9th at which members of the Cavan Mining Objection Group were 
present. For clarity, I will ask my officials to send a copy of all correspondence and of the pre-
sentation given to Cavan County Council directly to the Deputy.

In brief, in response to the points raised in the correspondence attached to the Deputy’s 
question, I can confirm:

-  To date, where minerals have been found and companies have purchased land, this has 
been agreed with the landowner.  There have been no instances to date where a landowner has 
been forced to sell their land. In addition, to date, there have been no compulsory acquisitions 
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of land for mining development.

-  The text of my Department’s letter to the Cavan Mining Objection Group, dated 28 Sep-
tember, identified the environmental safeguards that have been put in place to guard against the 
possibility of any potential significant environmental impacts arising. It is important to note 
that in the case of mining, the environmental assessments are carried out by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA).

-  It is noted that Ireland ranks highly in the Policy Perception Index (PPI) because of its 
robust and transparent regulatory system. The transparency of the expectations with regard to 
adherence to licence conditions and protection of the environment provide clarity to any explo-
ration company considering investment in this jurisdiction.

-  The Directors of BMEx Ltd. carried out two site visits in the locality. Other than that, the 
data analysis and compilation has been desk-based.

-  It should be noted that no application for mining has been made.  I reiterate that prospect-
ing and exploration activities are non-intrusive and temporary in nature and environmental 
impact is minimal.

The up-to-date position regarding these Prospecting Licences is that BMEx Ltd. have car-
ried out data compilation and geological mapping in the Prospecting Licence Areas, and, as a 
result of this work, they have downgraded the prospectivity of the project and have decided to 
prioritise exploration elsewhere. The licences have been recently surrendered by the company.  

I trust this and all of the previous correspondence clarifies matters for the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRJ02300Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRJ02400196. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount his Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in 
each of the years 2011 to 2016. [18160/18]

25/04/2018WRJ02500197. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if training has been delivered in his Department on the use of social media; the 
frequency and cost of this training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18196/18]

25/04/2018WRJ02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 196 and 197 together.

My Department did not incur any expenditure on social media training or social media con-
sultancy from 2011 to 2017.  In 2018, €1,900 has been expended on consultancy on the prepara-
tion of a social media campaign as part of the on-going awareness and education campaign on 
waste and recycling. 

25/04/2018WRJ02800Telecommunications Services Provision

25/04/2018WRJ02900198. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if research has been carried out by his Department into the possibility of supplying a 
panic alarm system through the mobile telephone network or as part of the national broadband 
network (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18216/18]
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25/04/2018WRJ03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I am not aware of any research undertaken into the possibility of supplying a panic 
alarm system through the mobile phone network. I am, however, familiar with the Seniors Alert 
Scheme (SAS), which is run by Pobal under the auspices of the Department of Rural and Com-
munity Development.  The objective of the scheme is to encourage community support for vul-
nerable older people in our communities through the provision of personal monitored alarms to 
enable older persons to continue to live securely in their homes with confidence, independence 
and peace of mind.

I understand that funding is available under the scheme towards the purchase of equipment 
by a registered organisation i.e. personal alarm and pendant with one year’s monitoring. The 
subsequent associated monitoring and service charges must be paid by the participant. The 
equipment is funded by Pobal and made available through community, voluntary and not-for-
profit organisations registered with Pobal under the SAS. This scheme is funded by the Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development. 

The telecommunications market in Ireland has been fully liberalised since 1999. Decisions 
by commercial operators to invest in particular technologies, including fixed line network tech-
nologies are taken purely on commercial grounds, having regard to the cost of service provision 
and the anticipated revenue returns from any such investment.  Neither my Department nor the 
Commission for Communications Regulation, the independent market regulator, have statutory 
authority to oblige any particular network provider to invest in the provision of upgraded ser-
vices however if the Deputy is aware of any research or new work in the technical area of panic 
alarm systems, I would be extremely interested in receiving this information or to facilitate a 
meeting.

25/04/2018WRJ03100Litter Pollution

25/04/2018WRJ03200199. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the action he will take to ensure that tobacco companies make a contri-
bution towards the clean up of waste in view of the fact that according to Dublin City Council, 
cigarette butts account for 60% of all street littler in Dublin city; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18284/18]

25/04/2018WRJ03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Litter Pollution Act 1997 provides the statutory framework to combat litter 
pollution. Under the Act, the primary management and enforcement responsibility rests with 
Local Authorities, who have a wide range of powers to tackle litter effectively, including “on-
the-spot” fines of up to €150 or, on summary conviction, fines up to €4,000, for those who litter.

While rigorous Local Authority enforcement is a part of the solution to littering, I believe 
that the key to success in tackling litter issues, including cigarette-related litter, is through 
awareness raising and education. Education for young people, in particular, through the litter 
module of the Green Schools Programme which my Department supports each year.  Since 
1997, my Department has also allocated in excess €15.4 million to Local Authorities under 
the  Anti-Litter and Anti-Graffiti Awareness Grant Scheme (ALAGS).  Under this Scheme, Lo-
cal Authorities are responsible for selecting suitable anti-litter awareness projects for funding 
and deciding on the grant allocations in individual cases.  In 2017, I increased funding for this 
scheme by 28% to €885,000 and I will be maintaining this level of funding for 2018.

I am pleased that consecutive annual National Litter Pollution Monitoring Surveys (see 
www.litter.ie)  have shown that the litter situation is generally improving across the country 
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in recent years, so I do not propose at this time to seek a contribution specifically from the to-
bacco industry. 

I assure the Deputy that effective litter prevention and management remains a priority for 
me.

25/04/2018WRJ03400Nuclear Plants

25/04/2018WRJ03500200. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if his Department submitted an observation as part of the public consultation 
for the Hinkley Point nuclear plant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18288/18]

25/04/2018WRJ03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Ireland enjoys a close working relationship with the United Kingdom on radio-
logical matters through a UK-Ireland Contact Group which meets biannually. The most recent 
meeting, held in Dublin on April 18, was attended by officials from my Department, the De-
partment of Housing, Planning and Local Government, the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), and the United Kingdom’s Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Of-
fice for Nuclear Regulation, and National Decommissioning Authority, in addition to officials 
from the Isle of Man administration.

The UK’s new nuclear build programme, including Hinkley Point C, is a standing agenda 
item at these meetings. This engagement informed the publication of the 2013 EPA report on 
proposed nuclear power plants in the UK and the potential radiological implications for Ire-
land, which found that the routine operation of the proposed nuclear power plants, including 
Hinkley Point C, will have no measurable radiological impact on Ireland or the Irish marine 
environment. This report continues to inform Irish engagement on the UK new nuclear build 
programme. Senior officials from my Department and the EPA also visited the Hinkley Point C 
site in October 2017 to learn more about the project.

Through this process officials from my Department and the EPA have the opportunity to 
raise issues of concern directly with the UK at both a policy and technical level, and on that 
basis, my Department has not submitted an observation as part of the public consultation for 
the Hinkley Point nuclear power plant. However, the EPA has submitted observations to the 
consultation.

25/04/2018WRJ03700Waste Disposal Charges

25/04/2018WRJ03800201. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if an implementation date been reached regarding the pay by weight for house-
hold waste and the allowance of €75 for households with medical waste; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18287/18]

25/04/2018WRJ03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In line with the commitments set out in A Resource Opportunity - Waste Manage-
ment Policy in Ireland, published in 2012, and in the interest of encouraging further waste pre-
vention and greater recycling, flat-rate fees for kerbside household waste collection are being 
phased out over the period autumn 2017 to autumn 2018, as customers contracts come up for 
renewal. The necessary regulatory steps have been put in place to give effect to this measure.

It is worth noting that this measure is not ‘new’ for about half of kerbside household waste 
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customers, who are already on an incentivised usage pricing plan, i.e., a plan which contains a 
per lift or a weight related fee. 

As announced in mid-2017, mandatory per kilogramme ‘pay by weight’ charging is not 
being introduced. Allowing for a range of charging options, which encourage householders 
to reduce and separate their waste, provides flexibility to waste collectors to develop various 
service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances. 

An annual support of €75 per person will be made available for persons with lifelong or 
long-term medical incontinence. This will help people meet the average annual cost for the 
disposal of medical incontinence products.  My Department is currently in discussion with the 
Department of Health and the Health Service Executive to finalise the details and arrangements 
of the support which will involve further engagement with relevant stakeholders.

  Question No. 202 answered with Question No. 47.

25/04/2018WRJ04000Climate Change Policy

25/04/2018WRJ04100203. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the five most important issues whereby he and his Department can positively 
impact on the issue of climate change with particular reference to greenhouse gas reduction in 
public and private transport, energy conservation in the home, domestic motoring and agricul-
ture and forestry while continuing to protect economic output; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18320/18]

25/04/2018WRJ04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I refer to the reply to Question No. 67 of 14 February 2018 and to Question No. 24 
on today’s Order Paper.

The 2014 National Policy Position on Climate Action and Low Carbon Development sets 
out an ambitious long-term commitment to reduce carbon dioxide emissions in Ireland by at 
least 80% (compared to 1990 levels) by 2050 across the electricity generation, built environ-
ment and transport sectors; and in parallel, to pursue an approach to carbon neutrality in the 
agriculture and land-use sector, including forestry, which does not compromise capacity for 
sustainable food production. 

Meeting Ireland’s EU targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 and 2030 will 
be extremely challenging. The latest projections of greenhouse gas emissions, published by 
the EPA in April 2017, indicate that emissions from those sectors of the economy covered by 
Ireland’s 2020 targets could be between 4% and 6% below 2005 levels by 2020 against a target 
that emissions should be 20% below their 2005 levels. The projected shortfall to our targets re-
flects both the constrained investment capacity over the past decade due to the economic crisis, 
and the extremely challenging nature of the target itself. In fact, it is now accepted that Ireland’s 
2020 target was not consistent with what would be achievable on an EU wide cost-effective 
basis.

Under the Paris Agreement, the EU has committed, on behalf of its Member States, to a 
reduction of at least 40% in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, to be achieved by reductions 
in the Emission Trading System (ETS) sector of 43% and in the non-ETS sector of 30%. The 
recently agreed EU Effort Sharing Regulation sets out binding annual greenhouse gas emission 
targets in the non-ETS sector for each Member State for the period 2021 to 2030. Ireland’s 
target under this Regulation will be for a 30% reduction on 2005 levels of emissions by 2030.
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To meet these targets, Ireland’s first statutory National Mitigation Plan, which I published in 
July last year, provides a framework to guide investment decisions by Government in domestic 
measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The purpose of the Plan is to specify the policy 
measures required in order to manage Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions at a level appropriate 
for making progress towards our long-term national transition objective as set out in the Cli-
mate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015, as well as to take into account existing 
EU and international obligations on the State in relation to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
Although this first Plan does not provide a complete roadmap to achieve the national transition 
objective to 2050, it begins the process of development of medium- to long-term options to 
ensure that we are well positioned to take the necessary actions in the next and future decades.

Building on the National Mitigation Plan, the publication in February of the National Devel-
opment Plan will lead to a significant step change in funding available for climate action over 
the next decade. Almost €22 billion will be directed, between Exchequer and non-Exchequer 
resources, to addressing the transition to a low-carbon and climate resilient society. In addition, 
the NDP allocated a further €8.6 billion for investments in sustainable mobility. This capital 
investment will enable us to deliver a significant reduction in our greenhouse gas emissions 
over the period to 2030. 

The key investment priorities in the National Development Plan that my Department will 
take forward include: 

-  energy efficiency upgrades of 45,000 homes per annum from 2021 and providing support 
for a major roll-out of heat pump technologies;

-  delivering energy upgrades to BER ‘B’ level to all public buildings and a minimum of one 
third of commercial buildings;

-  implementing the new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme to deliver an additional 
3,000-4,500 MW of renewable energy, 

-  rollout of the Support Scheme for Renewable Heat and National Smart Metering Pro-
gramme; and

-  transitioning Moneypoint away from coal by the middle of the next decade.

25/04/2018WRJ04300Mobile Telephony Services

25/04/2018WRJ04400204. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he has had discussions with service providers with regard to the possible 
improvement of the quality of the mobile telephone service with particular reference to areas 
with very poor service due to lack of reception and others due to overloading; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18323/18]

25/04/2018WRJ04500205. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the reason the mobile telephone service here is inferior to the service avail-
able in other European countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18324/18]

25/04/2018WRJ04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 204 and 205 together.

Providing telecommunications services, including mobile phone services, is a matter for the 
relevant service providers operating in a fully liberalised market regulated by the Commission 
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for Communications Regulation (ComReg), as independent Regulator. I do not have statutory 
authority to require commercial companies to rollout services and make specific investments in 
particular locations. The ComReg consumer helpline is accessible at consumerline@comreg.
ie and I would urge consumers who feel they have not received an appropriate response from 
service providers to make contact with the Regulator. 

With respect to the quality of mobile telephony service in other countries, comparisons be-
tween Member States and within regions can be problematic for many reasons, including the 
fact that the technical characteristics of mobile phone networks that determine coverage and ca-
pacity will vary between operators and locations. Other factors would include the characteris-
tics of individual markets, including topography, population density, frequencies used etc. 

Various initiatives are underway to improve the quality and coverage of mobile services 
and broadband throughout Ireland. Notwithstanding ComReg’s independence, I recognise the 
frustration felt by Irish consumers where telecommunications networks are not always deliver-
ing the services people expect. Accordingly, I specifically included in the Programme for Gov-
ernment a commitment to a Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce. The Taskforce worked 
with key stakeholders to produce a report in December 2016, available on my Department’s 
website, which contains 40 actions to alleviate some of the deficits. The Implementation Group 
I co-chair with Minister Kyne is overseeing implementation of the actions and comprises all 
key stakeholders responsible for delivery. This includes ComReg, who attend as both an action 
owner, and in an observer capacity in their role as the independent Regulator. 

Minister Kyne and I published the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce Implementation 
Review 2017 on 21 February 2018, which comprehensively outlines the progress made in 2017 
on the actions identified by the Taskforce. Of the 40 actions, 29 have been completed, with 
work on the remaining 11 carrying into the 2018 Work Programme. Following close engage-
ment with stakeholders at the National Stakeholder Forum, an additional 23 new measures have 
been identified for delivery in 2018, which will lead to improvements for consumers across 
Ireland. 

In terms of addressing mobile coverage blackspots, various initiatives are under way:

-  My Department and the Department of Rural and Community Development have worked 
to achieve a greater consensus around site selection for telecoms infrastructure and therefore 
improve mobile phone coverage. 

-  Both Departments also worked with a pilot group of local authorities to identify the issues 
associated with mapping local blackspots. This pilot exercise has been completed, with all local 
authorities having been asked to map local blackspots and identify infrastructure that could po-
tentially be used to provide additional coverage on an economic basis. This exercise is ongoing, 
and has been included in the 2018 Taskforce Work Programme. It is planned to have dedicated 
GIS resources in place to support this. 

-  Under Action 40 of the 2016 Report, a review was conducted to identify recommendations 
to address blackspots. This work is continuing in 2018 under a focus group to inform future 
policy development and initiatives, in providing guidance with respect to specific categories 
of locations where high quality mobile phone coverage should be made available as a priority, 
taking account of customer expectations.  

-  ComReg is also delivering a composite national coverage map, which will, in tandem with 
its work on handset testing and activities to raise consumer awareness, allow people across Ire-
land to optimise the services available to them.
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In tandem with the work of the Taskforce, the release by ComReg of the 3.6GHz radio spec-
trum band, which has been identified at EU level as a primary band suitable for the introduction 
of 5G, will also contribute to addressing increasing mobile data demands and improve mobile 
coverage. Mobile operators’ commercial investment has also resulted in improved services, fol-
lowing ComReg’s 2012 multi-band spectrum auction. At least one operator now has in excess 
of 90% 4G population coverage.

All of these initiatives should assist in enhancing the quality of telecommunications ser-
vices, particularly in rural areas.

25/04/2018WRJ04800Waste Management

25/04/2018WRJ04900206. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the measures he will take to discourage the use of non-biodegradable plastics; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18325/18]

25/04/2018WRJ05000207. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if a means can be found to incentivise a reduction in the use of plastic wrap-
pings and containers that are non-biodegradable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18326/18]

25/04/2018WRJ05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 206 and 207 together. 

Tackling the negative impacts of plastic on our environment is a national and global chal-
lenge.  I am working with my colleagues in Government and internationally to ensure that 
Ireland acts to protect our environment and at the same time provide new opportunities in a 
circular economy.

I recently wrote to the EU Commissioner with responsibility for Environment, Maritime 
Affairs and Fisheries, Commissioner Vella, welcoming the European Strategy for Plastics. I 
assured him that Ireland fully embraces the ambition of the new strategy and indeed will strive 
to go beyond it.   

In response to the list of measures announced, I asked the Commissioner to focus, in par-
ticular, on the more difficult non-recyclable plastics, such as soft wrapping, film and single use 
items like coffee cups and plastic cutlery.  The Commission has indicated that an announcement 
will be made next month around its intentions in this area.  I believe that this will support EU 
Member States taking actions in this area and may result in new legislative proposals to take 
action at a European market level. 

Since I first mooted the introduction of a levy on single use non-recyclable coffee cups, 
some retailers are now moving to replace their non-recyclable cups with compostable cups. In 
order to support the elimination of single-use plastic cups by industry, I do not intend to intro-
duce a levy on compostable cups. However, I am looking at a range of other potential levies on 
single use plastic items, unless there is constructive engagement by industry with my Depart-
ment to tackle these environmentally damaging plastic items. 

Domestically, I am also looking at the Plastics Strategy’s recommendations for national 
administrations to see what can be delivered in a short time frame.  Already many of the mea-
sures recommended in the Strategy are well embedded into Irish resource management. These 
measures include the existing Extended Producer Responsibility schemes run by REPAK and 
the Irish Farm Films and Plastics Group, the landfill levy, the plastic bag levy, as well as robust 
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enforcement around illegal dumping and landfilling.  

Similarly, consumers need to be supported in their efforts to do the right thing around plastic 
recycling. The national recycling list and recycling ambassadors’ programme try to ensure these 
valuable materials are used as a resource for our communities and economy rather than being 
wasted.

In relation to plastic wrapping and containers, REPAK members pay fees based on the 
amount of packaging they place on the market and this incentivises them to reduce packag-
ing.  REPAK’s ‘Prevent and Save’ initiative, funded by my department via the National Waste 
Prevention Programme, employs specialist packaging technologists to optimise packaging used 
and to minimise any resulting packaging waste. 

In relation to marine plastic, my colleague, the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government, will be bringing in a Bill to prohibit the manufacturing, selling, importing or ex-
porting of cosmetics, personal care products, detergents and scouring agents containing plastic 
microbeads that are liable to be washed into wastewater systems with the potential to reach our 
rivers, lakes and seas.  

25/04/2018WRJ05300National Broadband Plan Implementation

25/04/2018WRJ05400208. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which he expects the delivery of broadband to proceed through-
out the country with particular reference to those areas located between services but not in 
receipt of service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18327/18]

25/04/2018WRJ05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed 
broadband access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of 
location.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. Today, 
almost 7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband. 
Since this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high 
speed broadband. This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection. This is being 
achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.

In April 2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide 
high speed broadband services and in those areas where commercial operators acting alone will 
not provide this essential service.  These latter areas form the Intervention Area that will be 
included in the State Intervention under the NBP. 

Individuals can check which category their premises falls into by going to my Department’s 
website www.broadband.gov.ie and searching the Map via eircode/address.

-  The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.

-  The BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently deliver-
ing or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.

-  The LIGHT BLUE areas represent eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to rollout 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises by the end of this year as part of a Commitment 
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Agreement signed with me in April. 

Currently, approximately 1.8m premises of the 2.3m premises in Ireland can or will get high 
speed broadband from commercial service providers and investment by the telecoms sector is 
continuing to expand this footprint. 

Information on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage across the town-
lands in every county is available on my Department’s website at http://www.dccae.gov.ie/
communications/en-ie/Broadband/Pages/County-and-Townland-Maps.aspx. 

In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
High speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis. eir has com-
mitted to completing the rollout by the end of this year.  Information on eir’s planned rural 
deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/. A copy of the Commitment 
Agreement is available on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie. Quarterly updates on 
eir’s rural deployment are published on this website. eir has passed a total of 121,000 premises 
as of December 2017.  Figures for Q1 2018 are expected to be published in May.

My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will roll-out a 
new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area. That procurement process is 
now in its final stages.

In the interim, practical initiatives will continue to be addressed through the work of the 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address obstacles and improve connectivity in re-
spect of existing and future mobile phone and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.  There 
is a link to a list of these local Broadband Officers on my Department’s website.

25/04/2018WRJ05600Electricity Generation

25/04/2018WRJ05700209. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the proportion of electricity generated from oil, gas, coal, wind, solar or other 
renewable sources; the extent to which the present position is in line with expectations and 
international requirements; when it is expected that renewable sources will meet international 
targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18328/18]

25/04/2018WRJ05800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Energy White Paper presents a long-term strategic vision that is intended to 
guide the direction of Irish energy policy from now until 2030. It identifies the long-term strate-
gic importance of diversifying Ireland’s energy generation portfolio and largely decarbonising 
the energy sector by 2050.  It does not set out targets for specific renewable technologies; rather 
it provides a framework to guide policy between now and 2030.

The EU Renewable Energy Directive sets Ireland a legally binding target of meeting 16% 
of our energy requirements from renewable sources by 2020. In addition, Ireland’s renewable 
energy portfolio post-2020 will have regard to our obligations and member state contribution 
that may be agreed as part of an EU-wide renewables target under the new Renewable Energy 
Directive, that is currently being negotiated under the Clean Energy Package.
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Published data from the SEAI indicates that 27.2% of electricity, 6.8% of heat and 5.0% of 
transport energy requirements were met from renewable sources at end 2016. Overall, SEAI 
analysis shows that 9.5% of Ireland’s energy requirements in 2016 were met from renewable 
sources.  The SEAI projects that Ireland will achieve between 13.2% and 15.4% of its 16% re-
newable energy target by 2020, indicating that Ireland should be between 82% and 96% of its 
target.   While Ireland has made considerable progress in the decarbonisation of our energy sec-
tor in recent years this progress will need to accelerate in pace in the coming years.

While the focus of my Department remains firmly on meeting our 2020 renewable target 
and on implementation of renewable energy measures, including the new  Renewable Electric-
ity Support Scheme and the Support Scheme for Renewal Heat, contingency planning has com-
menced to explore the potential extent, mechanisms and costs of addressing our targets within 
the framework of the 2009 Directive.

Details in relation to electricity system demand and fuel mix are publicly available on the 
EirGrid website at http://www.eirgridgroup.com/.   

The following table provides a breakdown of 2016 generation for all technologies on a per-
centage basis.  

Generation Technology Proportions of electricity generated (%) (2016)
Oil 1.0%
Peat 7.7%
Coal 15.6%
Natural Gas 50.6%
Wind(normalised) 20.4%(22.3%)
Hydro(normalised) 2.3%(2.5%)
Other Renewables and Wastes 2.5%
Total 100%

25/04/2018WRK00200Landfill Sites

25/04/2018WRK00300210. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which landfill sites are being replaced with alternative means of 
waste disposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18329/18]

25/04/2018WRK00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): European, national and regional waste policy are all predicated on the manage-
ment of waste in line with the waste hierarchy, whereby the prevention, preparation for re-use, 
recycling and other recovery of waste are preferred (in that order) to the disposal of waste. For 
instance, collectors of waste must conduct their activities in accordance with the relevant legis-
lation and the conditions of their waste collection permits which, inter alia, require that waste 
is managed in line with the waste hierarchy.

Waste management planning, including infrastructure provision, is the responsibility of lo-
cal authorities under Part II of the Waste Management Act, 1996. The three Waste Manage-
ment Planning Lead Authorities monitor on an on-going basis the generation and management 
nationally of municipal solid waste and other waste streams. Under section 60(3) of the Waste 
Management Act 1996, I am precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to the 
performance, in specific cases, by a local authority of their statutory functions under the Act.

The Government’s policy of increasing the landfill levy to its current level of €75 per tonne 
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has provided a real financial incentive for waste operators to divert as much material as possible 
from being disposed of at landfill. The success of the above and many other policy and legisla-
tive measures, including the National Waste Prevention Programme and the phasing-out of flat 
rate fees for household waste collection, which encourage waste prevention, preparation for 
re-use, recycling and other recovery, has meant that more waste can be put to environmentally 
sustainable and productive use as opposed to being buried in the ground. 

Up until November 2017, different household waste collectors accepted different items for 
recycling, which lead to some confusion on which items go in which bin. Now, however, fol-
lowing co-operation between my Department, the regulatory authorities, the waste industry, 
Repak and environmental NGOs, we have a single, standard national list of items and materials 
that can be placed in the recycling bin.  Removing confusion will play an important role in im-
proving the quality of the waste presented for recycling. This will help to ensure that these items 
are actually recycled, as opposed to being contaminated accidentally by householders and sent 
to landfill. Supporting householders to ‘do the right thing’ in terms of recycling is important. 
Householders are also being supported through a number of awareness and education initiatives 
such as the Recycling Ambassadors Programme and recyclinglistireland.ie. 

Statistics compiled by the Environmental Protection Agency show that we have come a 
long way in a relatively short period of time in terms of improving our recycling and recovery 
rates and reducing our reliance on landfill. In this regard, National Waste Statistics are available 
to download at www.epa.ie/nationalwastestatistics/ including the State’s progress in meeting 
targets under EU waste legislation including the Waste Framework Directive; the Landfill Di-
rective; and the Producer Responsibility Directives (Packaging, End-of-Life Vehicles, Waste 
Electrical and Electronic Equipment, Batteries and Accumulators). 

Of particular note is the reduction in the disposal (landfill) rate of managed Municipal Solid 
Waste, which fell from 41% in 2012 to 21% in 2014. Furthermore, 79% of managed municipal 
waste was recovered in 2014 (compared to 59% in 2012). Recovery includes treatment pro-
cesses such as recycling or use as a fuel (e.g. incineration which converts waste to energy or 
co-incineration, including the use of solid recovered fuel as part of the cement manufacturing 
process).

25/04/2018WRK00500Air Pollution

25/04/2018WRK00600211. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which air pollutants have been identified at the various monitor-
ing points throughout the country; if specific action is required in response to specific increases 
in air pollution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18330/18]

25/04/2018WRK00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Ambient air quality monitoring in Ireland is carried out in accordance with the re-
quirements of the 2008 Clean Air for Europe (CAFE) Directive (Directive 2008/50/EC) and the 
Fourth Daughter Directive (Directive 2004/107/EC of 15 December 2004). These Directives 
also include rules on how Member States should monitor, assess and manage ambient air qual-
ity. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is tasked with co-ordinating and managing the 
monitoring programme.

Under the Directives, EU Member States must designate “zones” for the purpose of manag-
ing air quality.  For Ireland, four zones were defined in the Air Quality Standards Regulations, 
2011. The zones in place in Ireland in 2017 are Zone A: the Dublin conurbation; Zone B: the 
Cork conurbation; Zone C: comprising 23 large towns in Ireland with a population of more than 
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15,000; and Zone D: the remaining area of Ireland.

Ireland currently has a nationwide network of 33 monitoring stations which measure levels 
of air pollutants in the four zones. This information is delivered to the public in near real-time 
at www.airquality.epa.ie. The numbers and locations of the monitoring equipment for each pol-
lutant are determined by the requirements of the Directives for ambient air monitoring in each 
zone. 

The Agency’s most recent annual Air Quality Report was published in November 2017 
and provides an assessment of air quality in Ireland for 2016.  Values for all network sites 
were below the EU annual limit value, but exceeded the stricter World Health Organisation 
guideline values for a number of pollutants at individual sites.  The report indicates that pollut-
ant concentrations compare favourably with other EU Member States.  It cautions, however, 
that it is particularly important to address PM2.5, which has been highlighted by the European 
Environment Agency as being responsible for the majority of air pollution-related premature 
mortalities in Ireland, and that NO2 concentrations in urban areas are close to the EU annual 
limit value, with increases in traffic numbers or certain weather conditions potentially leading 
to exceedances. The report can be found at the following link: 

http://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/air/quality/epaairqualityreport2016.html.    

Notwithstanding the favourable comparison with EU annual limit values, the report notes 
that maintaining our standard of air quality is a growing challenge.  With this in mind, I am 
committed to bringing forward Ireland’s first ever National Clean Air Strategy.  The Strategy, 
which I intend to publish in the coming weeks, will provide the policy framework necessary 
to identify and promote integrated measures across Government that are required to reduce air 
pollution and promote cleaner air, while delivering on wider national objectives.

A key part of the Strategy will be the expansion of our monitoring and data gathering ca-
pacity, to better inform policy choices. Following a review by the EPA of air quality monitor-
ing and information provision in Ireland, a decision was taken to develop a new Ambient Air 
Quality Monitoring Programme (AAMP) which aims to enhance and build on current arrange-
ments. The new national Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Programme is being developed under 
Section 65 of the EPA Act, 1992 as amended. One of the key objectives of the programme is 
to enhance the provision of real time air quality data to the public.  The statutory basis for the 
programme underlines the importance placed on air quality monitoring in Ireland.  The AAMP 
will double the number of ambient air quality monitoring stations in Ireland by 2022, and en-
hance the provision of real time air quality data to the public. Further details on the timeframes 
for the expansion of the network will be released as they become available. I fully support this 
important initiative, and have committed funding of some €5 million over the lifetime of the 
programme.

25/04/2018WRK00800Electric Vehicles

25/04/2018WRK00900212. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which efforts are being made to maximise the production and use 
of electric cars by way of replacement for existing petrol or diesel models; the extent to which 
this might impact on emissions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18331/18]

25/04/2018WRK01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Low Emissions Vehicle Taskforce, which is co-chaired by my Department 
and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, is considering the measures and options 
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available to Government to accelerate the deployment of electric vehicles. This has led to an 
expanded range of supports for electric vehicles, which include:

- the EV purchase grant of up to €5,000;

- VRT relief of up to €5,000 for the purchase of Battery Electric Vehicles and up to €2,500 
for Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles;

- 0% Benefit-in-Kind for Battery Electric Vehicles;

- the EV Home Charger grant of up to €600 towards the cost of the installation of a domestic 
charge point;

- grants of up to €7,000 for EVs for the taxi sector;

- Accelerated Capital Allowances for businesses;

- low rate of annual motor tax of €120 per annum; and

- tolling reductions of 50% for Battery Electric Vehicles and 25% for Plug-in Hybrid Elec-
tric Vehicles (which will be introduced later this year)

Budget 2018 effectively doubled the allocation of my Department from €5 million to €10 
million to further support the growth of electric vehicles.

In this regard , earlier this month, a new Electric Vehicle Public Awareness Campaign was 
launched by the SEAI. This campaign includes a website (www.DrivingElectric.ie) providing 
information on buying and driving an EV including the models available and links to dealers to 
arrange a test drive. There will also be an advertising campaign “The Face of Driving Electric” 
which will highlight how electric vehicles are compatible with virtually everyone’s daily lives. 
Public road shows and fleet trials will be rolled out later in the year providing more people the 
opportunity to trial electric vehicles. 

The increasing use of electric vehicles, along with increases in electricity production from 
renewable sources, will contribute to a significant reduction in carbon emissions.  In addition, 
it will assist in reducing emissions of air pollutants associated with diesel and petrol vehicles, 
such as fine particulate matter, which have a detrimental impact on both human health and en-
vironmental ecosystems.

At the end of March this year, there were over 4,500 electric vehicles on Ireland’s roads. I 
expect the wide range of support measures and incentives that are in place to increase the rate 
at which electric vehicles are being taken up. 

25/04/2018WRK01100Alternative Energy Projects

25/04/2018WRK01200213. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the full extent of the development of the alternative energy sector over the 
past five years with a view to the benefit to the environment and the economy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18332/18]

25/04/2018WRK01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The 2009 EU Renewable Energy Directive sets Ireland a legally binding target of 
meeting 16% of our energy requirements from renewable sources by 2020. Ireland is commit-
ted to achieving this target through meeting 40% of electricity demand, 12% of heat and 10% 
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of transport from renewable sources of energy, with the latter target also being legally binding.

Published data from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) indicates that 
27.2% of electricity, 6.8% of heat and 5.0% of transport energy requirements were met from 
renewable sources at end 2016. Overall, SEAI analysis shows that 9.5% of Ireland’s energy 
requirements in 2016 were met from renewable sources. 

Information on Ireland’s progress in the development of the alternative energy sector over 
the past five years is available in SEAI’s publication titled Energy in Ireland 1990-2016 (Page 
32, Table 9) which is available at https://www.seai.ie/resources/publications/Energy-in-Ireland-
1990-2016-Full-report.pdf.  

The table shows that the contribution of renewable energy to our 16% target has grown from 
7.1% at end 2012 to 9.5% at end 2016.

25/04/2018WRK01400Parking Regulations

25/04/2018WRK01500214. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
review with Dublin City Council its policy of paid parking and clamping of vehicles which are 
parked in designated spaces while using charging points in view of the campaign to encourage 
persons to switch to electric vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18314/18]

25/04/2018WRK01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Road Traffic 
Act provides local authorities and county councils the power to make bye-laws governing the 
type of parking controls operating within their own regions. It is a matter for each individual 
authority to consider how it wishes to charge for parking, including EVs while parked at charge 
points. Enforcement procedures also lie directly with each local authority or county council. 
However, I am fully aware of the important role that EVs can potentially play in reducing Irish 
transport emissions and therefore am committed to exploring multiple mechanisms to encour-
age their increased their take-up.

It may interest the Deputy to know that my Department and the Department of Communica-
tion, Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE), have jointly convened an interdepartmental 
Low-Emitting Vehicles (LEV) Task Force to consider the range of measures and options avail-
able to Government for the purpose of accelerating the deployment of low carbon technologies, 
especially EVs. 

The work of the Taskforce has been divided into three work streams focusing on: Market 
Growth Stimuli and Visibility; Infrastructure, Energy Regulation and Pricing; and Planning 
Legislation, Building Regulations and Public Leadership. Preliminary recommendations from 
the Taskforce were considered in the 2018 budgetary process and a suite of continued and new 
EV supports were announced as part of Budget 2018.  A list of current incentives to promote 
EVs is available on the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) website. 

During the final meeting of the Market Growth Stimuli and Visibility Working Group both 
public and private parking authorities were invited to participate in discussions relating to park-
ing charges; it is expected that recommendations from the Taskforce will be presented to Gov-
ernment in the coming weeks.

25/04/2018WRK01700Coastal Protection

25/04/2018WRK01800215. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
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tion regarding coastal reclamation in areas surrounding the Boyne River inlet in County Louth 
and the eastern area of County Meath following recent extreme weather; if reports have been 
undertaken to examine the change in the coastal reclamation requirements; if reports have been 
undertaken to examine the silt deposits in the Boyne River inlet and other related reports; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [18119/18]

25/04/2018WRK01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Coastal reclamation 
is a matter for the relevant local authorities and as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I 
have no function in relation to this matter.  I am not aware of any reports undertaken to examine 
change in coastal reclamation requirements or to examine silt deposits in the Boyne River inlet. 

25/04/2018WRK02000Taxi Data

25/04/2018WRK02100216. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of taxi SPSV licences registered with the NTA for drivers and owners in County Louth in 
2017; the number of S15A forms submitted to and accepted by the regulator in each of the years 
2015 to 2017 from SPSV licence holders in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18151/18]

25/04/2018WRK02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including the licencing of taxis, is a matter for 
the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.   

As “Section 15 Assignment” (S15A) forms are submitted directly to the Authority, it is best 
placed to provide the data, which is being sought by the Deputy.  

Accordingly, I have referred your questions to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

25/04/2018WRK02300Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRK02400217. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount his Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the years 
2011 to 2016. [18173/18]

25/04/2018WRK02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://
www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/expenditure-external-services.

The information is updated twice yearly. The first six months of 2018 will be published later 
in the year.

25/04/2018WRK02600Departmental Staff Training

25/04/2018WRK02700218. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if training 
has been delivered in his Department on the use of social media; the frequency and cost of this 
training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18209/18]

25/04/2018WRK02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Department does 
not currently maintain any permanent social media presence and has not to date delivered train-
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ing to staff on the use of social media platforms

25/04/2018WRK02900Railway Stations

25/04/2018WRK03000219. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
for the decision on the unmanning of County Wicklow train station; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18281/18]

25/04/2018WRK03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the Company for 
direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten work-
ing days.

25/04/2018WRK03200Early Childhood Care and Education

25/04/2018WRK03300220. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she has 
had discussions with the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection regarding ex-
tending the back to school clothing and footwear allowance to children covered by the ECCE 
scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18107/18]

25/04/2018WRK03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have com-
mitted my Department to producing Ireland’s first-ever National Early Years Strategy later this 
year.   The National Early Years Strategy will focus on the period of early childhood, from birth 
to age five, and will cover various aspects of children’s lives.  The strategy will take a joined-
up, cross-government approach to the issue of supporting children and their families during the 
early years and focus on supporting families, good health and positive early learning.

The development of the Strategy is being informed by national and international evidence 
on what makes most difference in helping to ensure that the early experiences of young chil-
dren are positive.  Consultation on the important issues that the strategy should address has 
been undertaken with young children as well as with representatives of key organisations and 
interest groups in the area.  A further consultation event will take place in the coming months. 
The drafting of the Strategy is well advanced and discussions are taking place with colleagues 
across Government to progress its development.

The work of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection is key to finan-
cially supporting families with young children.  Discussions between officials in DEASP and 
DCYA in respect of the Early Years Strategy have commenced and are ongoing.  An Inter-
Departmental Group including a representative from DEASP has been convened and has begun 
its work.

Decisions about commitments in the Strategy will be taken by Government in the coming 
months and in light of the budgetary context. 

Development of the Strategy is a priority for me and for my Department, and I will move to 
publish the Strategy later this year. 

Given the importance of these first five years for childhood development and for develop-
ment over the life course, this Strategy offers considerable potential to transform the lives of 
young children and their families over the next decade.
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25/04/2018WRK03500Youth Services Provision

25/04/2018WRK03600221. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she has 
considered the need for youth service provision in the Meakstown and Charlestown areas of 
Dublin 11. [18108/18]

25/04/2018WRK03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth ser-
vices to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged communities.  

Finglas  Youth Resource Centre is funded under my Department’s Young Peoples Facilities 
and Services Fund.  This fund was established by the Government in 1998 to assist in the de-
livery of preventative strategies in a targeted manner, through the development of youth facili-
ties, including sports and recreational facilities, and to provide services in disadvantaged areas 
where a significant drug problem exists or has the potential to develop. In 2017 this project 
received an allocation of €354,134, an increase of 5% over its 2016 allocation.  

Finglas Youth Resource Centre also received Local Drug Task Force funding of €82,518 in 
2017.  The 21 Local Drug Task Force projects provide  a range of supports for young people by 
way of targeted drug prevention and awareness programmes as well as referrals.

My Department recently completed an exercise with Pobal and each Education and Train-
ing Board which mapped youth service provision across the State.  This mapping exercise will 
assist my Department and each Education and Training Board in developing a detailed social 
demographic profile, in terms of both population numbers and deprivation levels, which will 
inform future developments and investment in youth services.  

25/04/2018WRK03800Early Childhood Care and Education Data

25/04/2018WRK03900222. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of sessional ECCE places that are offered by county in tabular form. [18148/18]

25/04/2018WRK04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The figures pro-
vided in the following table are from the Early Years Sector Profile 2016/17.  The figures from 
the current pre-school year will be published later this year.

 County 3-5 year olds capacity 
Carlow 1,689 
Cavan 1,919 
Clare 3,121 
Cork City   3,102 
Cork County   10,968 
Donegal 4,197 
Dublin - Dublin City   10,873 
Dublin - Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown   4,926 
Dublin - Fingal   8,556 
Dublin - South Dublin   6,960 
Galway 6,921 
Kerry 3,469 
Kildare 5,980 
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 County 3-5 year olds capacity 
Kilkenny 2,731 
Laois 2,516 
Leitrim 618 
Limerick 5,123 
Longford 1,049 
Louth 3,437 
Mayo 3,188 
Meath 5,747 
Monaghan 1,781 
Offaly 2,079 
Roscommon 1,517 
Sligo 1,628 
Tipperary 4,195 
Waterford 2,948 
Westmeath 2,797 
Wexford 3,923 
Wicklow 4,024 
Total 121,752

25/04/2018WRK04100Early Childhood Care and Education

25/04/2018WRK04200223. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the situ-
ation whereby there are only nine crèches in Dublin 4 that offer sessional ECCE places will be 
addressed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18149/18]

25/04/2018WRK04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In the absence 
of clarification, which was requested from the Deputy’s Office, I understand that the Deputy’s 
question states that there are only 9 services in the Dublin 4 area which offer sessional ECCE 
places.  I would however like to clarify that, in the 2017/2018 programme year, 27 services in 
the Dublin 4 area are providing ECCE, 9 of which are sessional only.  It should also be noted 
that the majority of these settings also offer additional childcare services.

25/04/2018WRK04400Early Childhood Care and Education

25/04/2018WRK04500224. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps her 
Department takes to monitor capacity within the ECCE system. [18150/18]

25/04/2018WRK04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Depart-
ment of Children and Youth Affairs monitors ECCE capacity through several reporting mecha-
nisms. Primarily, Pobal - in their capacity as administrators of the ECCE programme - provide 
a comprehensive annual overview of the Early Years Sector and report their findings through 
the Early Years Sector Profile report. This report provides an accurate overview of childcare 
places regionally and nationally in three categories; namely, the number of children enrolled 
on ECCE, the number of children on a waiting list for ECCE (if any) and the number of vacant 
places by Service Provider. In addition, both Pobal and the DCYA Operations team collect and 
review statistical data regarding the take up of ECCE places, on a weekly basis, while the De-
partment of Education and Skills also provides my Department with demographic information 
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to assist in the identification of potential demand pressure points. 

My Department has considered the available information and is satisfied ECCE provision 
will be sufficient for the 2017-2018 programme year. ECCE providers have catered for over 
121,968, children for this period, and while there can be pressures in some immediate localities; 
all eligible children have been catered for. We also work very closely with the local area CCCs, 
and to date no shortage of places has been reported. 

Finally, it is worth noting that my Department provided €8.4 million of funding in 2017 
through the Early Years Capital Programme. This programme assisted in alleviating pressures 
in respect of the availability of ECCE places, in certain areas, through the funding of expansion 
projects. 

25/04/2018WRK04700Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRK04800225. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
her Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the years 2011 to 
2016. [18159/18]

25/04/2018WRK04900226. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if training 
has been delivered in her Department on the use of social media; the frequency and cost of this 
training; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18195/18]

25/04/2018WRK05000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 225 and 226 together.

In relation to my Department I can confirm that the costs for the provision of social media 
training and consultancy for each year from 2011 - 2018 are set out in the following table.

 Year Costs incurred by 
Department

Social Media Training 
Delivered

Number of Staff 
Attended

Social Media 
Consultancy

2011 Nil Nil Nil Nil 
2012 Nil Nil Nil Nil
2013 Nil Nil Nil Nil
2014 Nil Nil Nil Nil
2015 Nil Nil Nil Nil
2016 Nil Nil Nil Nil
2017  €950 Social Media for Business 2 Nil
2018 €495 Social Media for Business 1 Nil

25/04/2018WRK05200Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRK05300227. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount his Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the 
years 2011 to 2016. [18171/18]

25/04/2018WRK05400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development was established on 19th July 2017. Therefore 
there is no expenditure in this timeframe.
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25/04/2018WRK05500Departmental Staff Training

25/04/2018WRK05600228. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
training has been delivered in his Department on the use of social media; the frequency and cost 
of this training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18207/18]

25/04/2018WRK05700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development was established on 19th July 2017. There has been 
no expenditure to date on training on the use of social media.

25/04/2018WRK05800Security of the Elderly

25/04/2018WRK05900229. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if he 
will liaise with the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment to resolve 
reliability issues which exist in the national landline telephone network (details supplied) across 
rural areas in view of the fact that issues are causing difficulties for older rural residents who 
are reliant on this service to operate a panic alarm system; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18283/18]

25/04/2018WRK06000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The objec-
tive of the Seniors Alert Scheme is to encourage support for vulnerable older people in our 
communities through the provision of personal monitored alarms to enable them to continue 
to live securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind. Funding is 
available under the Scheme towards the purchase by a registered community-based organisa-
tion of equipment, i.e. a personal alarm and/or pendant.

I launched a revised Seniors Alert scheme last year. The main features of the revised scheme 
centred around the introduction of a 1 year free monitoring charge, increased administration 
payments to  community groups administering the scheme as well as changes in the self decla-
ration requirements.

There are no immediate plans to review or alter the current scheme.

Issues in relation to the national landline network are a matter for my colleague the Minister 
for Communications, Climate Action and Environment.

25/04/2018WRL00200Social Welfare Payments Administration

25/04/2018WRL00300230. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if original bank statements are required in order for her Department to carry out a 
means test; if information on statements is allowed to be redacted; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18138/18]

25/04/2018WRL00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Qualification for a number of assistance payment from my Department require a means test to 
be undertaken to assess the customers’ eligibility. One of the factors that are taken into account 
in the calculation of means is any investments and savings that the customer may have. To carry 
out a means test in respect of savings, original bank statements should be provided. If it is not 
possible to provide an original bank statement an officer may decide to accept a copy of the 
statement.  
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A bank statement with information redacted may not provide a complete record of the fi-
nancial information that is required to carry out a means test and as such may be considered as 
an incomplete document.

25/04/2018WRL00500Social Welfare Offices

25/04/2018WRL00600231. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the circumstances under which social welfare branch managers will be paid under the new 
remuneration model; if the financial package will only be put in place following acceptance 
by all branch managers of a new agreement; if this is in line with the recommendations of the 
independent chair facilitated discussions with an association (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [18152/18]

25/04/2018WRL00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department currently has 58 Branch Offices at various locations throughout the country. Each 
Branch Office is operated and managed, under a contract for services, by a Branch Manager 
who is required to act as an agent for the Department in the area served by the office. Branch 
Office managers operate on a contract for service and are independent contractors.

Services are provided through the Branch Offices network in areas which are not directly 
served by a Department operated Intreo centre. The Department wishes to ensure that the ser-
vices provided by the Department’s Intreo Centres and Branch Offices are aligned so that all 
customers nationwide are provided with broadly similar services.

On foot of this, officials from my Department engaged in discussions with the Branch Man-
agers Association (BMA), a representative group of Branch Managers who presented the views 
of its members, under the chairmanship of an agreed facilitator regarding the Department’s 
proposals for a new service delivery model.  

Talks between the Department and the BMA concluded on 29th March.  Non-binding rec-
ommendations were issued by the facilitator to both parties on 4th April and I am happy to 
report that both sides have agreed to accept these recommendations. 

These recommendations, together with previous recommendations from the facilitator in 
December 2017 on the revised remuneration model, provide a framework within which Branch 
Office services will be delivered on behalf of the Department by Branch Managers.

Letters to each individual Branch Manager are currently being drafted by my officials out-
lining the proposed remuneration and service delivery proposals and will be issued shortly.  
Once an individual Branch Manager accepts these proposals in writing, the new remuneration 
proposal will be put in place for that individual Branch Manager.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRL00800Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRL00900232. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the amount the Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of 
the years 2011 to 2016. [18164/18]

25/04/2018WRL01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
There was no spending on social media training or consultancy by my Department between 
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2011 and 2016.

25/04/2018WRL01100Departmental Staff Training

25/04/2018WRL01200233. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if training has been delivered in her Department on the use of social media; the frequency 
and cost of this training; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18200/18]

25/04/2018WRL01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): So-
cial media provides a useful channel for the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection to engage with our customers and stakeholders, and to provide important Depart-
ment news, scheme information, and updates. It also provides an important channel for our 
customers and the wider public to access general information about the Department’s schemes 
and services. Details of social media training undertaken by the Department and expenditure 
incurred are set out in the following table. There has been no expenditure on social media train-
ing in the year 2018 to date.  

Social Media Training 2017

Date Training Cost (Inc VAT) Total
08/02/2017 750.30 €750.30
19/05/2017 €553.50 €750.50
12/11/2017 €553.50 €553.50

€1,857.30

25/04/2018WRL01400Community Employment Schemes Places

25/04/2018WRL01500234. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a concession will be made for a person (details supplied) to continue their com-
munity employment scheme onto the service support scheme until retirement; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [18282/18]

25/04/2018WRL01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned commenced a placement on the community employment scheme (CE) on 
14/5/12 and will complete the overall lifetime limit of 6 years on 4/5/18.  This is the maximum 
participation period allowable per current CE scheme guidelines for a person of his circum-
stances.  As the person concerned will not reach 62 years of age until 19/9/18, he does not meet 
the eligibility criteria to participate in the service support stream option at this time. In order to 
requalify for further participation in the CE scheme, the person concerned must be on the live 
register for one year following completion of his current CE placement.  It is then open to the 
person concerned to submit a further application for CE participation under the service support 
stream.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

25/04/2018WRL01700Nuclear Plants

25/04/2018WRL01800235. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the reason Ireland was excluded from the transboundary impact assessment relat-
ing to the Hinkley Point nuclear plant in view of the fact that Ireland is the nearest state to this 
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power plant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18286/18]

25/04/2018WRL01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The United Kingdom has informed relevant Government Departments - i.e. my Department and 
the Department of Communications, Climate Action and the Environment - of developments 
in relation to plans to build new nuclear power plants at sites judged as potentially suitable, in-
cluding Hinkley Point C.  However, prior to planning permission being sought for the proposed 
Hinkley Point C Nuclear Power Plant, the United Kingdom authorities did not formally notify 
Ireland or any other country of the project in accordance with article 3 of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe Convention on environmental impact assessment in a trans-
boundary context (the Espoo Convention), because their transboundary screening assessment 
concluded that the project was not likely to have a significant effect on the environment of 
another European State.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing and following a process of engagement with the Espoo Con-
vention Implementation Committee, the UK authorities invited Ireland and certain other Eu-
ropean countries in 2017 to comment on the current environmental information in relation 
to potential transboundary impacts of the Hinkley Point C project, which is currently under 
construction.  

A national public consultation on the project was initiated on 20 February 2018, inviting 
members of the public and bodies prescribed for the purposes of consultation in relation to 
planning applications  to make submissions or observations on the project to the planning au-
thority concerned by 17 April.  The public consultation period has now expired and planning 
authorities are currently in the process of sending to my Department copies of submissions and 
observations received through the consultation process, prior to forwarding them to the relevant 
UK authorities for their consideration.

25/04/2018WRL02000Building Regulations

25/04/2018WRL02100236. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 239 of 18 April 2018, the residential 
units which are specifically wheelchair liveable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18135/18]

25/04/2018WRL02200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): My Department does not have details of residential units that are 
specifically wheelchair liveable.  My reply to Question No. 239 of 18 April 2018 sets out the 
requirements of Part M of the Building Regulations and indicates that these may be regarded as 
the statutory minimum level of provision. While Part M provides, inter alia, that new dwellings 
are visitable, the accompanying technical guidance encourages building owners and designers 
to have regard to the principles of universal design and to consider making additional provi-
sions where practicable and appropriate. I am satisfied that Part M, in fostering an inclusive 
approach to the design and construction of the built environment, strikes a reasonable balance 
and provides flexibility that can be tailored to meet specific needs at local level through each 
Local Authority’s Housing Disability Steering Group.  

25/04/2018WRL02300Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRL02400237. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount his Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of 
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the years 2011 to 2016. [18168/18]

25/04/2018WRL02500238. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if training has been delivered in his Department on the use of social media; the frequency 
and cost of this training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18204/18]

25/04/2018WRL02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 237 and 238 together.

My Department has not spent any money on social media training or consultancy on the use 
of social media from 2011 to date.

25/04/2018WRL02800Housing Data

25/04/2018WRL02900239. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of new housing first tenancies created in 2017; the number of housing first 
tenancies created in the first quarter of 2018; and the number of housing first tenancies in opera-
tion by local authority area and by region. [18249/18]

25/04/2018WRL03000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Housing First enables people who may have been homeless and who have high levels of com-
plex needs to obtain permanent secure accommodation with the provision of intensive supports 
to help them maintain their tenancies. Rebuilding Ireland, the Government’s Action Plan on 
Housing and Homelessness, committed to increasing the target for housing first tenancies in 
Dublin to 300. A new National Director of Housing First was appointed earlier this year and is 
now working with local authorities to support and accelerate the delivery of housing first tenan-
cies. 

In 2017, 91 tenancies were created with a further 17 tenancies created since the beginning 
of 2018. To date 224 tenancies have been created for 192 unique individuals under the Housing 
First programme in Dublin.  Of those tenancies, 169 individuals successfully retained housing, 
which represents a retention rate of 88%.  The following table sets out the current tenancies in 
operation by each Dublin local authority, where a total of 153 tenancies are currently in place.  

 - Dublin City Council    Fingal County   
Council   

South Dublin  
County Council   

Dun 
Laoghaire   
Rathdown 
County 
Council   

Total 

Tenancies 117 10 14 12 153 

Rebuilding Ireland also commits to strengthening housing-led approaches in other urban 
areas. A target of 100 tenancies has been set in Cork, Galway and Limerick where pilot pro-
grammes have been established in a collaboration between my Department, the National Di-
rector of Housing First, the local authorities and the HSE. It is expected that tenancies will be 
established in these areas during 2018.

25/04/2018WRL03100Departmental Expenditure

25/04/2018WRL03200240. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
amount her Department has spent on social media training and consultancy in each of the years 



Questions - Written Answers

106

2011 to 2016. [18161/18]

25/04/2018WRL03300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I refer 
the Deputy to Dáil Question No. 459 which I replied to on 29th March 2018.

I am advised that since the establishment of the Department in June 2011, my Department 
has spent €5,883 on social media training for staff.  A breakdown is supplied in the following 
table.  No expenditure occurred in the years 2011 and 2015. 

Year Training Course Cost
2012 Social Media in the Public Sector €1,337
2013 Social Media for Consultation €433
2013 Social Media Marketing €349
2014 Social Media Training €3,264
2016 Social Media for Business €500

I am further advised that, while my Department does not engage social media consultants, 
it has engaged third party service providers to assist with the provision of social media content 
and a range of other services for the Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme and the Creative Ire-
land Programme.

25/04/2018WRL03400Inland Waterways By-laws

25/04/2018WRL03500241. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which she and her Department either directly or through Waterways Ireland 
have reached agreement with traditional canal dwellers and canal recreational users with regard 
to draft proposals to increase the costs to traditional users; the extent to which provisions to 
cater for these issues can be provided for in the Heritage Bill 2016; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18191/18]

25/04/2018WRL03600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Water-
ways Ireland continues to work closely with boat owners using the canals, and adjacent land 
owners and committees.  Meetings are held with the key stakeholder interest groups, the Royal 
Canal Amenity Group, Inland Waterways Association of Ireland (IWAI) and the Heritage Boat 
Association (HBA).

In addition, Waterways Ireland works alongside the Friends of the Grand Canal and Royal 
Canal Clean-Up Group in Dublin and the newly established Grand Canal Dock Group, who like 
many of the communities throughout the waterways support the maintenance and operation of 
the canals.

Operational staff, lockkeepers and waterway patrollers meet canal users on a daily basis and 
provide a wide range of services.  Inspectorate staff manage boat use on the canals in accor-
dance with the 1988 Canal Bye-laws.  In this regard, Waterways Ireland continues to concen-
trate on boats which consistently remain in breach of the Bye-laws.  Where a boat owner fails 
to respond to requests to comply, after notification by letters, telephone calls and formal notice, 
a programme of boat removal continues.

In Grand Canal Dock where boat owners have refused to move, and are seeking to per-
manently reside on their vessels in breach of the Bye-laws, Regulation of use of these prime 
location berths is being taken forward under the 1988 Canal Bye-laws to protect these public 
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amenities.

Waterways Ireland in 2018 will deliver a programme to extend boat effluent pump out facili-
ties and fresh water locations for boat owners using the canal network. Waterways Ireland will 
also extend its programme of promoting and ensuring compliance with the use of holding tanks 
for effluent in boats on the Canal network.

The Heritage Bill does not  make provision to increase the charges for boat users on the 
canals.  The amendments to the Canals Act, 1986 in the Heritage Bill are primarily enabling 
provisions to allow for the making of bye laws to regulate boating on the canals and to manage 
the use of the canals. Waterways Ireland will bring forward changes in new Bye Laws proposals 
once the Heritage Bill is enacted. 

25/04/2018WRL03700Departmental Staff Training

25/04/2018WRL03800242. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
training has been delivered in her Department on the use of social media; the frequency and cost 
of this training; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18197/18]

25/04/2018WRL03900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am ad-
vised that, during the period 2012 to 2017, my Department spent €6,383 on social media train-
ing for staff.  A breakdown of the year provided, training course, number of staff who attended 
and cost is provided in the following table.

Year Training   Course Number   of Staff Cost
2012 Social Media in the Public Sector 3 €1,337
2013 Social Media for Consultation 1 €433
2013 Social Media Marketing 1 €349
2014 Social Media Training 20 €3,264
2016 Social Media for Business 1 €500
2017 Social Media for Business 1 €500


