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        Questions Nos. 1 to 11, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 11 to 22, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 23 to 33, inclusive, answered orally.

24/04/2018WRA00600EU Funding

24/04/2018WRA0070034. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the dis-
cussions held to date at national and EU level on the possibility of having cohesion funding post 
2020 provided for road developments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17740/18]

24/04/2018WRA00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): While the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform has overall responsibility for EU Cohesion Policy and the 
European Structural and Investment (ESI) Funds, at the outset I think I should clarify the posi-
tion regarding the Cohesion Fund.  This Fund is aimed at Member States whose Gross National 
Income (GNI) per inhabitant is less than 90% of the EU average. For the 2014-2020 period, the 
countries which qualify for the Cohesion Fund are Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Repub-
lic, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia 
and Slovenia.  As a budget contributor, Ireland does not qualify for Cohesion funding.

I am, however, fully engaged in exploring future EU funding options for the transport sec-
tor. Following the publication of the National Development Plan and the National Planning 
Framework, Minister Donohoe and I wrote a joint letter in February to Transport Commis-
sioner Bulc and Regional Policy Commissioner Cretu emphasising the considerable challenges 
facing Ireland in the transport sector and setting out how the NDP and NPF will inform future 
investments into the regions, including the West, Border and North West regions which will be 
particularly impacted by Brexit.  We made the point that investment in infrastructure has the 
potential to mitigate the implications of Brexit in these regions.  

Over the coming years, Ireland will continue to prioritise key projects on the Core and 
Comprehensive networks under the National Development Plan with the objective of enhanc-
ing connectivity between the Comprehensive and Core networks and thereby enhancing the 
sustainability and connectivity of our outermost regions and our connectivity to Northern Ire-
land. 

The Connecting Europe Framework (CEF) is the EU funding instrument developed spe-
cifically to direct investment into European transport, energy and digital infrastructures to ad-
dress identified missing links and bottlenecks.  Preparations are underway for CEF 2 and my 
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Department has been participating fully in that process.  In this regard the Department wrote to 
the European Commission in March with its comments on the Commission’s draft proposals.  
This letter again stressed Ireland’s reliance on its road network and the need for investment in 
strategic road links.

24/04/2018WRA00900Rail Services Data

24/04/2018WRA0100035. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the reliability of the route profitability figures published in the rail review 2016; if his atten-
tion has been drawn to anomalies in the figures; if so, the assurances he sought or was given that 
the figures were robust; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17776/18]

24/04/2018WRA01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the Rail Review was undertaken jointly by the National Transport Authority (NTA) and 
Iarnród Éireann and was published in 2016. 

The purpose of the Review was: 

- to look at the existing rail network; 

- to identify the funding required both to maintain the network and to provide for necessary 
capital works; 

- and to consider the gap in funding.

My Department has consulted the NTA on the matter raised by the Deputy and the Author-
ity has advised that it is not aware of any anomalies in the figures published in the Rail Review 
2016.

The NTA has stated that it is confident that the route profitability methodology utilised by 
experienced consultants on behalf of the Authority and Iarnród Éireann is robust and suitable 
for the comparative analysis that was carried out. 

Since the Rail Review was published, there have been significant developments in relation 
to the level of funding available for rail investment and services.  

Budget 2017 allocated over €50m in additional funding to Irish Rail in 2017 bringing the 
total (current plus capital) funding for the year to the company to over €300m.  This significant 
increase in funding allowed for increasing investment in maintenance and renewal of the net-
work and the rolling stock, and also to provide more funding for safety projects.  

In Budget 2018, I secured an 8% increase in the overall Exchequer funding for PSO services 
across both the bus and rail networks.  Budget 2018 also provided for an increase in the multi-
annual capital investment for public transport with a four-year capital envelope of €2.7 billion 
over the period 2018-2021.  This represents a 30% increase over the original Capital Plan al-
locations for 2018-2021 and includes investment of over €1 billion in heavy rail maintenance 
and infrastructure.

The public consultation process held by the NTA following the publication of the Rail Re-
view in 2016 helped to begin an informed discussion about the current and future role of rail 
transport in Ireland. Over 300 submissions were received in response to that consultation pro-
cess.  The NTA has prepared a report of those submissions, and it has recently updated this to 
reflect the additional funding which will now be available for rail infrastructure and services 
following on from Budget 2018.   



24 April 2018

3

The NTA’s updated report on the consultation was received by my Department in February.  
I intend to bring the updated report to Government shortly and I would expect that this updated 
consultation report would then be published shortly thereafter by the NTA.

24/04/2018WRA01200Tourism Policy

24/04/2018WRA0130036. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to develop the tourism potential of the east coast and south-east coast; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17605/18]

24/04/2018WRA01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department’s role 
in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of developing national tourism policy.  It is not 
directly involved in the management, development or marketing of particular tourism initia-
tives, which are matters for the tourism agencies. 

In the context of overall national policy, Fáilte Ireland has operational responsibility to sup-
port the development of tourism nationally and regionally - including along the east and south 
east coasts - and for domestic tourism marketing.  Tourism Ireland is responsible for the over-
seas marketing and promotions.

At agency level, the tourism potential of the east and south east is developed and promoted 
in line with the relevant tourism experience brands - namely, “Ireland’s Ancient East” and the 
Dublin brand.  Capital funding allocations to Fáilte Ireland from my Department’s Vote for 
tourism product development provide for continued investment by Fáilte Ireland in these expe-
rience brands, through the development of attractions and other tourism infrastructure.  Current 
funding allocations allow for the further enhancement and animation of these regions through 
festivals, business supports, training, and other related programmes.  Tourism Ireland market 
these regions overseas.

With specific regard to the coastal areas of the east and south east, I am aware that coastal 
villages and Dublin bay are areas of priority and focus for Fáilte Ireland in relation to the Dublin 
experience brand.  Under Ireland’s Ancient East, I understand that new opportunities may also 
arise relating to the rich Viking heritage of the region under further visitor experience develop-
ment currently underway in the agency.  

I have asked Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland to provide the Deputy with further opera-
tional detail on their work to support the development of the tourism potential of the east and 
south east coast.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten work-
ing days

24/04/2018WRA01500Children First Guidelines

24/04/2018WRA0160037. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the engage-
ment his Department has had with sports clubs regarding responsibilities under Children First; 
and the organisations he has met with since coming into office with regard to Children First and 
ensuring that all policies are being met by sports clubs in all codes. [9004/18]

24/04/2018WRA01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department has 
been in contact regularly with all the Department’s agencies including Sport Ireland on the re-
quirements under the Children First Act 2015 and related matters.  

This included providing information aimed at assisting them in identifying their responsi-
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bilities under the Act and preparing for its full commencement. Resources available from Tusla, 
the Child and Family Agency, were also circulated. This included: 

- revised Children First: National Guidelines for the Protection and Welfare of Children, 

- Guidance on Developing a Child Safeguarding Statement, and 

- the Guide for Reporting of Child Protection and Welfare Concerns. 

The Department has also provided information on the Tusla eLearning Programme “Intro-
duction to Children First”. 

In relation to sporting bodies, Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the statu-
tory body with responsibility for the development of sport, increasing participation at all levels 
and raising standards, including the allocation of funding across its various programmes. My 
Department engages directly with Sport Ireland, who in turn engages with the National Govern-
ing Bodies of Sport, including in relation to Children First.  

Through the Children First Interdepartmental Implementation Group, my Department re-
quested that 25,000 copies of the revised Children First: National Guidelines be provided to 
Sport Ireland. Sport Ireland have disseminated the Guidelines to NGBs, for onwards circulation 
to their member sports clubs.

I am informed that the Children First Act has been discussed at a number of Designated 
Safeguarding Children Officer meetings, held by Sport Ireland 3-4 times a year to update Na-
tional Children Officers of NGBs. A number of Local Sports Partnership have also delivered 
workshops on Children First.  Sport Ireland held a seminar on the Act for CEOs and NCOs on 
11 November 2017, and also communicated by letter to all CEOs on the full commencement of 
the Act in December 2017. In February 2018 a follow-up letter was sent regarding the prepara-
tion of Child Safeguarding Statements and risk assessments, required by the Act to be in place 
by March 2018.

24/04/2018WRA01800Light Rail Projects

24/04/2018WRA0190038. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of meetings he has had regarding the Luas cross city project; the dates of the meetings; the per-
son or bodies with which he has met regarding the project and the disruption arising from its 
introduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16272/18]

24/04/2018WRA02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Since becoming Min-
ister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I chaired two meetings of the Luas Cross City Project 
Group on 24 October 2016 and 12 June 2017.  This was a group established some years earlier 
to bring together the relevant State agencies and business groups with a view to ensuring that 
Dublin city centre remained “open for business” during the construction phase of the project.  

The meetings I chaired involved representatives of the various stakeholders: the National 
Transport Authority (NTA), Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), Dublin City Council, Dublin 
Bus, An Garda Síochána, Retail Excellence, Dublin Chamber and Dublin Town.  Construction 
of the project finished last year, and the new Luas Cross City was opened in December 2017 and 
growth in passenger journeys on the Green Line has grown by 28% since then. 

On 15 March this year, I held a meeting with the organisations who are involved in deliv-
ering and enabling the Luas services: the NTA, TII, the tram operator Transdev, and the tram 
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manufacturer Alstom. Our meeting discussed the electrical fault that had recently come to light 
involving the newly-commissioned 55-metre trams, the level of availability of trams on the 
Green Line, and the need to resolve the difficulties, increase peak-time passenger capacity, 
improve services, and restore passenger confidence in the Luas.  The organisations outlined the 
approaches that they were following to address the problems and the mitigating actions that 
they would pursue in order to increase the passenger capacity especially at the times of peak 
demand.

I ensured that, following this meeting, the NTA maintained frequent contact with my De-
partment in order to keep us specifically informed of the progress being made by the State agen-
cies, the operator and the manufacturer in implementing the relevant actions to which they had 
committed themselves.  I am pleased to say that the progress updates are now positive, and that 
the NTA has reassured us that the situation is much improved with the Luas Green Line per-
forming well in more recent weeks.  The full complement of trams to run the current timetable 
has been made available to Transdev, and the electrical fault in the new longer 55m trams has 
been diagnosed.  Three of these longer 55m trams are now in use for passenger services and the 
remaining four are being delivered and commissioned. 

The NTA and TII are working with all relevant parties who expect that by the end of May, all 
7 of the new, longer trams will have been progressively brought into use, thus further enhancing 
capacity and service levels.  Shortly after that, they intend to introduce a new timetable in order 
to make optimum use of the full, expanded fleet.  That new timetable should further improve 
passenger services across both the Green Line and the Red Line.

24/04/2018WRA02100Road Safety Strategy

24/04/2018WRA0220039. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when action No. 33 of the RSA Road Safety Strategy 2013-2020 (details supplied) will be en-
acted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16271/18]

24/04/2018WRA02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Action 33 of the Road 
Safety Strategy, for which the Road Safety Authority have lead responsibility, is that long term 
reliance on multiple learner permits should be reduced by introducing measures to ensure that 
learner permit holders sit a driving test before they can obtain a subsequent learner permit.  

I understand from the Road Safety Authority that an action plan has been developed to 
progress this initiative.  However, increases in applications for driving tests coupled with the 
retirements of driver tester staff have stretched the RSA’s capacity to put the plan in place so it 
has not yet been launched.  As I stated in the debate on driving test waiting times in the Seanad 
on 25 October 2017, the driver testing service has seen an increase of almost 20% in the levels 
of driving test applications over the previous four years. This, coupled with the retirements of 
driver tester staff, has meant that the waiting times for customers for driving tests have, unfor-
tunately, increased.  

The Road Safety Authority (RSA) currently employs 103.44 full time equivalent driver 
testers. My Department has sanctioned an additional 28 Driver Testers in October 2016, and 
all 28 are now conducting driving tests.  A further 8 are due to commence work by June 2018.  

Sanction was given to the RSA to replace retired testers as required. My Department and 
the RSA are examining the long term requirements for driver tester numbers to ensure that the 
Authority can meet future demand.

The RSA is currently undertaking other initiatives in order to increase capacity to deliver 
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extra driving tests. These initiatives include the delivery of 120 extra overtime tests per driver 
tester who participates.  To date, 45 driver testers have delivered the extra tests and I understand 
that this has yielded more than 5,000 extra tests to date, with further delivery expected over the 
coming months.  Other measures currently being implemented by the RSA include reducing the  
number of applicant no-shows at the driving test, and making those tests available for other test 
applicants, better communication with test applicants via text-messaging and via applicants’ 
Approved Driving Instructors, to reduce non-conducted driving tests, and  a new test booking 
system that will give test applicants much more control over their booking and appointment 
choice. 

The RSA have assured me that they will review their capability to introduce further mea-
sures to reduce long term learner permit holding as soon as their capacity to deliver driving tests 
has increased sufficiently to make that possible.

24/04/2018WRA02400Harbour Authorities

24/04/2018WRA0250040. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he has reviewed the risk assessment report and the due diligence report into Dún Laoghaire 
Harbour Company received by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council; his views on these 
reports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17784/18]

24/04/2018WRA02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Dun Laoghaire Har-
bour Company (DLHC) is designated under National Ports Policy 2013 to transfer to Dun 
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council. 

The Chief Executive (CE) of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council procured consul-
tants to conduct the due diligence of the port company in preparation for transfer and presented 
the summary report to the Council on 9 January 2017.  The procurement and management of 
the due diligence process is a matter for the CE.

As the due diligence report raised a number of further issues for clarification, the CE en-
gaged a financial consultant to carry out a risk assessment to enable the Council to fully under-
stand the implications of the two different models of transfer, and, the responsibility that will 
transfer in financial and other terms. 

The CE presented the completed risk assessment report to the Council at a Special Meeting 
held on 6 March 2018. At that meeting the CE concluded, having carried out due diligence and 
a risk assessment on Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company, that the most appropriate model for the 
company is the transfer and dissolution model. The Council supported the CE in this regard.

I understand that the main issue now outstanding relates to remedial works in the harbour 
and how those works will be funded.

National Ports Policy clearly states that there is no Exchequer funding for any port company.

My Department has been informed that there is no immediate Health and Safety issue with 
any pier in Dun Laoghaire. 

It is normal procedure in port companies to prioritise engineering and remedial works and to 
phase those works and the funding to undertake those works, over a period of time (immediate, 
medium and long term). 

The port has a substantial asset which will transfer to the Council.  
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My officials are in touch with officials in the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 
Government to discuss any matters outstanding.

24/04/2018WRB00200Harbour Authorities Staff

24/04/2018WRB0030041. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the pay, conditions and pensions of the staff of Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company will not be 
undermined in the course of the transfer of the company to Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County 
Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17788/18]

24/04/2018WRB00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Dun Laoghaire Har-
bour Company as a Port of Regional Significance is designated under National Ports Policy 
2013 to transfer to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council.  On transfer, the port company 
will be dissolved and the employees of the company will become employees of the local author-
ity.

The Harbours Act 2015, enacted on 25 December 2015, provides the necessary legislative 
framework for transfer.

The Act makes provision for the protection of the conditions of service, remuneration and 
superannuation of the employees of a port company where the company is dissolved and trans-
ferred to the local authority.

In accordance with section 30 of the Act, the terms and conditions of service for employees, 
including terms and conditions relating to pay, will not be less favourable than those to which 
the employees were subject immediately prior to transfer.

In addition, section 31 provides that the existing staff pension scheme will continue in force 
and that employees who immediately before transfer were members of an existing staff pension 
scheme will, upon the transfer of the company, continue to be members of the scheme in ac-
cordance with the terms and conditions of that scheme.

24/04/2018WRB00500Tourism Industry

24/04/2018WRB0060042. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
outlook for tourism in 2018; the performance to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17757/18]

24/04/2018WRB00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): After a number of 
very successful years, indications are that 2018 will prove to be another good year for tourism 
in Ireland. 

The early signs are promising, with the CSO reporting in its Overseas Travel release that 
overseas trips to Ireland for the first two months of the year, at almost 1.2 million visits, were 
up 7.9% on 2017, as follows:

 - Visits from North America were up by 4.2%

 - Visits from Mainland Europe were up by 17.6%

 - Great Britain registered an increase of 4.0% in visits, and

 - Visits from the rest of the world (long-haul) decreased by -3.8%.
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While the data only covers two months and it is too early to predict how the rest of the year 
might fare, it is a welcome start which indicates that we are well placed to build further on the 
outstanding growth of recent years. Overseas visitor numbers for March are due to be published 
by the CSO later this week and overseas revenue and domestic figures for Q1 will be published 
in June.

The Government continues to offer strong support to the industry, as demonstrated most 
recently by Fáilte Ireland’s launch of the new brand for the Midlands, Ireland’s Hidden Heart-
lands.  An additional €2 million has been invested in Tourism Ireland this year to support its 
digital marketing infrastructure.  This investment recognises the fact that we are operating in a 
hugely competitive international marketplace in which it is vital that Ireland maintains a strong 
presence. 

Despite positive visitor numbers from Britain in early 2018, Brexit continues to be a concern 
for tourism. The tourism agencies are keeping a very close eye on developments in the British 
market. Nevertheless, it highlights the importance of market diversification as we continue to 
attract greater numbers of visitors from European, North American and long-haul destinations. 
The inaugural direct flights from China, due to commence in June, will be vital in exploiting the 
potential of this massive market.

We cannot be complacent about continued growth in tourism. We must aim to deliver growth 
which is sustainable, from an economic, social and environmental perspective. This is some-
thing that will be considered further in the preparation of a revised Tourism Action Plan under 
the stewardship of the Tourism Leadership Group.

24/04/2018WRB00800Road Signage

24/04/2018WRB0090043. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the extent of incorrect spelling (details supplied) on national road 
signs related to town names and placenames; the person or body with the responsibility for rec-
tifying same; and his plans to address the correction of signage to rectify the matter. [17710/18]

24/04/2018WRB01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Road traffic signs 
inform road users and provide direction, warning and guidance needed for the safe and efficient 
operation of traffic. Directional information signs are those which advise drivers of the correct 
route to their destination.

The Signage and Delineation on Irish roads are designed and installed in accordance with 
the Traffic Signs Manual, published by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, which 
is the standard for signing and road marking in this country.

Terminal Destinations for National Primary Route signage together with Terminal and Inter-
mediate Destinations for National Secondary Route signage are outlined respectively in Table 
2.2.5 and Table 2.2.6 of the Traffic Signs Manual. However, the Traffic Signs Manual does not 
contain a definitive list of all destinations that would be referenced on signs on all national pri-
mary and national secondary signs across the country.

In determining the correct form and spelling of place names to be used on road signage, 
reference is made to Gasaitéar na hÉireann (the Gazetteer of Ireland), published by the Place-
Names Branch of the Ordnance Survey. There are cases where the spelling that local people use 
for certain place names within their own locality differ from what is contained in the Gazetteer.

As Directional road signage is generally provided for use more by road users unfamiliar 
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with an area, rather than by locals who do not require directional information, it is important 
that the information on the signs accords with that on road maps. The place names in the Ga-
saitéar are those used on the Ordnance Survey mapping.

The construction, improvement and maintenance of individual national roads is a matter 
for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Act 1993 in conjunction with the local au-
thorities concerned. More specifically, TII has responsibility for the provision of signage under 
Section 19 of the Act.

Directional signage on national roads is provided in accordance with guidelines set out in 
the Traffic Signs Manual, published by my Department. I have, therefore, referred the Deputy’s 
question to TII for direct reply in that regard.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRB01100Sports Capital Programme

24/04/2018WRB0120044. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
next round of sports capital grants will open for sports organisations; if changes will be made to 
the scheme in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17770/18]

24/04/2018WRB0130078. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the new round of the sports capital programme. [17738/18]

24/04/2018WRB01400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 44 and 78 together.

The 2017 round of the Sports Capital Programme attracted a record 2,320 applications.  In 
November and December last, Minister Ross and I announced €60m in allocations to a record 
1,800 projects under the 2017 round. A review of the 2017 round of the programme has now 
been finalised and published on my Department’s website (www.dttas.ie). This review high-
lights  aspects of the 2017 round of the SCP that worked well but also suggests some further im-
provements which should be considered prior to the next round of the programme opening for 
applications. I look forward to engaging with you further in relation to these suggested changes. 
An announcement in relation to the timing of the next round is expected in the coming weeks.

24/04/2018WRB01500Rail Network Expansion

24/04/2018WRB0160045. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the planned metro north for Swords; if problems have been identified; the way in which he 
plans to conduct the consultation process with residents; and if it will be delivered within the 
announced timeframe. [17726/18]

24/04/2018WRB0170062. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to address concerns of residents and local sport groups in the Drumcondra and Glasnevin 
areas of Dublin that will be affected by the proposed MetroLink route; the alternatives to this 
proposed route; and the role of his Department with the relevant authorities on this proposed 
project. [17711/18]

24/04/2018WRB0180065. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if elements 
of the MetroLink project such as the provision of park and ride areas in Swords will be fast 
tracked separately from the railway order in order to help ease the immediate crisis of traffic 
into Dublin city centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17766/18]
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24/04/2018WRB01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 45, 62 and 65 together.

As the Deputies are already aware the recently published National Development Plan 
(NDP), which was launched earlier this year by Government as part of Project Ireland 2040, 
brings together the Metro North and Metro South projects, as envisaged by the NTA’s GDA 
Strategy, into one project called MetroLink.

MetroLink will provide Dublin with a high capacity, high frequency cross-city rail corridor, 
serving critical destinations such as Swords, Dublin Airport, Dublin City University, Ballymun, 
the Mater Hospital and existing destinations along the Luas Green Line to Sandyford.  Metro 
Link will provide faster reliable journey times to and from these key destinations while offer-
ing interchange with other rail, DART Expansion, light rail and bus services. MetroLink will 
comprise of a total of 25 stations (including 15 new stations), 3,000 additional Park and Ride 
spaces, and a journey time of approximately 50 minutes from Swords to Sandyford. 

The NTA, in conjunction with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) recently launched a 
public consultation process on the Emerging Preferred Route (EPR). The Emerging Preferred 
Route is the proposal which has been identified as the likely optimal scheme from a technical 
design perspective, without the benefit of public consultation and input. It is not a finalised and 
selected scheme – the final layout will only be determined after consideration and evaluation of 
the issues raised during the consultation process.

The purpose of the current process, that also includes public consultation meetings, is to 
obtain the views of the general public, particularly those along the identified emerging route, 
and to take that input into account in finalising a selected route. Following receipt of all of the 
submissions, the issues and concerns identified will be carefully considered by TII and the NTA 
in determining the final scheme proposal. Following a full appraisal of the feedback a public 
consultation report will be published by the end of 2018.

The NTA and TII expect that an application for a Railway Order, comprising the final scheme 
design, will be submitted to An Bord Pleanála during Q3 of 2019. A further public consultation 
will be undertaken in 2019 as part of the statutory planning consent process. This will include a 
report assessing the environmental impacts of the project as well as final details of any property 
land acquisitions needed for the scheme. Subject to receipt of planning approval, construction 
of the project is expected to commence in 2021 with MetroLink open for passenger use in 2027.

I understand the concerns raised by affected stakeholders including both residents and lo-
cal amenities. I believe there are many benefits the Metro project can bring. The NTA and TII, 
through the consultative process they have underway, are working collaboratively to address 
concerns identified and to develop mitigating proposals.  Their aim is to find a way of deliver-
ing the MetroLink project, while maintaining good routes that interchange with other public 
transport and doing it in such a way that respects the social and community life of our city. 

24/04/2018WRB02000Ferry Services Provision

24/04/2018WRB0210046. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
steps he is taking to improve direct ferry links to Europe in view of the imminence of Brexit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16270/18]

24/04/2018WRB02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Ireland is well served 
by ferry links to the Uk and continental Europe. These links are frequent and competitive, and 
are vital to facilitate trade and tourism.
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All shipping companies servicing routes to and from Ireland operate as independent com-
mercial companies.  Any new initiatives to enhance shipping services must be market driven. 
My Department has no function in, nor finance for, the provision of ferry services.

Ports and shipping companies are currently exploring the feasibility of new shipping routes 
directly to continental Europe and increasing capacity on existing routes, particularly in the 
context of Brexit.

CLdN Cobblefret launched a new 234m Ro-Ro freight ferry, the M.V. Celine, with a capac-
ity of 8,000 lane metres on the Rotterdam-Zeebrugge-Dublin route in October 2017. Brittany 
Ferries will commence a new service between Cork and Santander at the end of April with 
return sailings twice weekly. In addition, Irish Ferries is expected to deploy its new cruise ferry 
the W B Yeats on the Dublin-Cherbourg route later this year.

Shipping services are market driven and ferry operators have in the past responded to eco-
nomic developments and increased or decreased capacity in response to these developments. I 
expect that following Brexit ferry operators will adapt to changing market demands.

24/04/2018WRB02300Road Projects Status

24/04/2018WRB0240047. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the east-
west link road for the local economy of east County Cavan and the surrounding areas will be 
progressed. [17782/18]

24/04/2018WRB02500511. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
east-west link road investment project has been considered as part of the capital plan; if he will 
provide a costing for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10864/18]

24/04/2018WRB02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 47 and 511 together.

Proposals to deliver an upgraded East-West route linking Dundalk to Sligo, taking in Cavan, 
involve linking elements of the national road network and regional roads along as direct a route 
as possible. Essentially the route involves upgrade/realignment works on the regional routes 
from Dundalk to Cavan and on national routes from Cavan to Sligo. 

As regards the regional road aspect of the proposal, the improvement and maintenance of 
regional and local roads in its area is a statutory function of local authorities in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such roads are a matter for the 
relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

My Department provided funding to Cavan County Council (acting as lead authority with 
Monaghan and Louth County Councils) with over €2m in the period 2007-2014 to progress the 
regional road element of the project to preliminary design. 

This year I have given an allocation of €25,000 to Cavan County Council to enable the 
Council to undertake a preliminary appraisal, in line with the current requirements in the Public 
Spending Code and the Capital Investment Framework, of the Cavan to Dundalk section of the 
route.  The aim of this appraisal would be to assess the extent to which the scheme or elements 
of it can be justified in terms of appraisal and advanced for further consideration in relation to 
schemes for development post 2021.
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24/04/2018WRB02700Bus Services

24/04/2018WRB0280048. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the new bus 
lanes and bus corridors that have been identified in Dublin as part of the BusConnects project; 
the next steps and process to establish these new bus lanes and corridors; the timeframe in-
volved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17736/18]

24/04/2018WRB02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the National Transport Authority’s (NTA) Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin 
Area provides the overarching framework for the planning and delivery of transport infrastruc-
ture and services for Dublin over the next two decades. Addressing urban congestion on both 
the strategic road network and locally in certain locations is an important theme in the Strategy. 
The measures proposed are linked to an analysis of current and projected levels of travel de-
mand across the region. 

Budget 2018 provides for an increase in the multi-annual capital investment for public 
transport with a four-year capital envelope of €2.7 billion over the period 2018-2021. This 
substantial multi-annual envelope includes funding of some  €770 million for the BusConnects 
programme. The recently published National Development Plan (NDP), which was launched 
earlier this year by Government as part of Project Ireland 2040, also confirms BusConnects as 
one of a number of key investment priorities which will address growing congestion in the city 
and capacity constraints on the existing public transport network in the short to medium term. 
The advantage of a bus-based solution is that the implementation can start quickly and the ben-
efits of BusConnects can start coming on stream progressively from 2019.

BusConnects will radically redesign the bus system in Dublin and will include a network of 
“next generation” bus corridors on the busiest routes including segregated cycling and walking 
facilities, a complete redesign of the bus network, a network of park and ride facilities at key 
locations, simpler fare structures, cashless payment system and a state of the art ticketing sys-
tem, new bus branding, integrating bus vehicles of different operators and types, new bus stops 
and shelters and use of low emission vehicles. 

Work is ongoing, by the National Transport Authority (NTA), on the redesign of the bus ser-
vices network in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) and also on infrastructure proposals for Core 
Bus Corridors which will be an integral part of the programme.  When this work is complete, 
the NTA will be launching public consultations. The NTA expect that an initial public consul-
tation at Concept Level on the Core Bus Corridors will be held in Quarter 2 of this year. This 
period of consultation will be followed by a next phase in Quarter 3 on the re-designed bus 
network (service re-design) and a separate public consultation on the Core Bus Corridors at a 
detailed level also in Quarter 3. The results of the public consultations will inform the NTA on 
the final decisions to be made on the network redesign and Core Bus Corridors routes.

24/04/2018WRB03000Greenways Development

24/04/2018WRB0310049. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of funding and delivery of the greenway project for Naas, Sallins and Ardclough to the Dublin 
section; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17761/18]

24/04/2018WRB03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department does 
not currently have an open call for Greenways funding and is therefore not considering any gre-
enway proposals at present. 
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As you will be aware my Department is in the process of developing a National Strategy 
for the future development of Greenways.  The strategy will ensure that Greenways are con-
structed to an appropriately high standard in order to provide a quality experience for all users. 

Following publication of the Strategy my Department will announce a Greenway funding 
call to local authorities.  The current budget available to my Department for the delivery of 
Greenways for the period 2018 to 2021 is almost €56m. I expect to announce the criteria for 
awarding funding after the Strategy is published, with funding awarded late in 2018. This is to 
provide local authorities with as much time as possible to progress the planning of their Green-
way proposals.  The Strategy is expected to be published by the end of Q2, 2018.

Given the National Transport Authority’s (NTA) responsibility for the development and 
implementation of cycling infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area in co-operation with each 
local authority, I am forwarding the Deputy’s question to the NTA for their consideration and 
comment on greenway projects under consideration and for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you 
have not received a reply from the NTA within 10 working days please contact my private of-
fice.

24/04/2018WRB03300Road Projects Status

24/04/2018WRB0340050. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the progress of the A5; the details of his engagement with his counterpart in Northern 
Ireland on this project; the funding that will be made available for this project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17764/18]

24/04/2018WRB03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The planning and im-
plementation of the A5 upgrade project is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland authorities. 
The current funding arrangements in relation to the A5 are governed by the Stormont House 
Agreement and Implementation Plan - A Fresh Start. This Agreement reaffirmed the Govern-
ment’s commitment to provide funding of £50 million for the A5 project and committed an ad-
ditional £25 million to ensure that the first phase of  the project from Newbuildings to north of 
Strabane could commence once Northern Ireland authorities were in a position to start work on 
the project.  As a result of the Capital Plan Review funding is being allocated to my Department 
to meet the Government’s commitment in the Fresh Start Agreement.

While, in the absence of the Northern Ireland Executive the North South Ministerial Coun-
cil has not been meeting, the Senior Officials Group, comprising Northern and Southern offi-
cials, established to oversee implementation of the Fresh Start Agreement has been continuing 
to meet.

24/04/2018WRB03600Tourism Promotion

24/04/2018WRB0370051. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport the status of efforts to capitalise on the exposure of Ireland following the release of the 
latest movie in a franchise (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17720/18]

24/04/2018WRB03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department’s role 
in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism policy while the tourism agencies have 
operational responsibility for the implementation of this policy.   
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Tourism Ireland is undertaking an extensive first-half marketing campaign to build on the 
success of 2017 and continue to grow overseas tourism to the island of Ireland in 2018. The 
Wild Atlantic Way, Ireland’s Ancient East, and Dublin continue to be a major focus of promo-
tions in 2018. The organisation will continue to leverage its strength in digital and social media.  
Screen tourism will remain a priority, leveraging the huge global popularity of Star Wars and 
Game of Thrones. 

During my visit to California last month, as part of the “Promote Ireland” programme around 
St Patrick’s Day, I met with leading contacts in the travel trade, travel media and airline indus-
tries. I was delighted to visit the Lucasfilm studios and to have the opportunity to personally 
thank the executives there for working with us on the two most recent Star Wars films.  The Star 
Wars films have been seen by millions of people around the world – whetting peoples’ appetites 
to come and visit Kerry, the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland. 

I was also delighted to recently announce the first ‘May the Fourth Be With You’ festival. I 
had been keen to mark May the Fourth in a meaningful way and Fáilte Ireland have developed a 
fun and enticing programme of events. Events like the outdoor screenings of the Star Wars film 
will provide valuable imagery for even greater exposure around the world.  This festival is not 
only a great celebration of the Star Wars Universe for fans but a celebration of our rugged coast-
line, which will further promote our outstanding natural assets at home and abroad.

24/04/2018WRB03900Sport and Recreational Development

24/04/2018WRB0400052. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his vision 
for the role of sport in promoting positive mental health and well-being; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17737/18]

24/04/2018WRB04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): It is widely accepted 
that sport and physical activity makes an important contribution to a person’s mental health and 
well-being. Positive mental health is an  important topic and its profile has been rightly raised 
in recent years, as the identification and prevention of mental illness has become a priority for 
the Government and many advocacy organisations. Young people, in particular, need to nourish 
their mental health and wellbeing as life becomes more fast-paced and demanding, especially 
during times of increased challenge at exam time and during the transition into the workplace.

I am keen therefore to ensure that there is a population-wide increase in participation lev-
els in sport and physical activity this matter is receiving particular emphasis in a new national 
sports policy that is nearing completion and which I expect to launch in the near future. The 
benefits to be gained from increasing the level of sport and physical activity across the popu-
lation are many.  For example, tension and stress release, improved physical and mental en-
ergy, improved sleep patterns, increased concentration levels at school or at work, and the posi-
tive impacts on social relationships.

It is also appropriate to recall that Connecting for Life, Ireland’s National Strategy to Re-
duce Suicide 2015-2020, recognises the role of sport and physical activity as a protective factor 
for mental health.  My Department is represented on the cross-government Steering Group for 
the implementation of this important Strategy.

24/04/2018WRB04200Road Projects Status

24/04/2018WRB0430053. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
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status of the Bonagee link road project in County Donegal; when the project will commence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17765/18]

24/04/2018WRB04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects  
is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation 
of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of 
the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRB04500Road Projects Status

24/04/2018WRB0460054. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the construction of the N22 Macroom bypass; if it will be released to tender for con-
struction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17734/18]

24/04/2018WRB04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects  
is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation 
of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of 
the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRB04800Transport Infrastructure Provision

24/04/2018WRB0490055. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to upgrade deficiencies in road, rail, air and sea transport systems with a view to identify-
ing possible delays which may impact negatively on economic output (details supplied); if in 
the context of Project Ireland 2040, he will bring forward the most acute issues for resolution; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17742/18]

24/04/2018WRB05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, Government has committed toward delivering an ambitious National Development Plan 
(NDP) 2018 to 2027 which will drive Ireland’s long term economic, environmental and social 
progress across all parts of the country over the next decade. 

My Department and its agencies have a key role to play in delivering that progress and the 
NDP contains commitments toward a wide range of projects and programmes across transport, 
tourism and sport. 

The NDP itself outlines these projects and programmes and the timelines involved and is 
available to view at http://www.gov.ie/en/project-ireland-2040. 

These projects and programmes include:
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 - BusConnects in Dublin, Cork and Galway

 - DART Expansion programme

 - Metro Link

 - Various investments in the national road network as well as the regional and local road 
network

 - Provision of a new parallel runway in Dublin airport and a new visual control tower

 - Substantial investments in all 3 Ports of National Signficance.

Details of all of the above, including timelines, can be found in the National Development 
Plan.

In addition to the above, the Deputy will also note the sectoral specific updates as follows.

Public Transport

The Deputy will be aware that Budget 2018 provides for an increase in the multi-annual 
capital investment for public transport with a four-year capital envelope of €2.7 billion over the 
period 2018-2021. 

This Investment in rail incudes:

 - additional Luas Capacity with new trams and lengthening existing trams on the Green 
Line;

 - continue to maintain the heavy rail network to protect investment already made;

 - complete the City Centre Re-signalling project to improve speeds on mainline rail and  
complete construction of the new National Train Control Centre;

 - delivery of priority elements of the DART Expansion Programme including an initial 
move to a 10 minute headway in peak, introduction of additional train fleet, new infrastructure 
and substantial progress on electrification of the Northern rail line as far as Balbriggan - now 
expected to be delivered in 2022 - and commencing work on the Maynooth line.

Roads 

As the planning, design and implementation of individual road projects is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local 
authorities concerned, I have referred the Deputy’s Question to TII for for a more detailed reply.

The NDP details the regional and local roads to be progressed over the course of the NDP 
as part of an estimated €4.5billon investment programme. All projects bar two are expected to 
be completed by end 2021, the exceptions being Athy Southern Distributor Road and Killaloe 
Bypass/R494 Upgrade, which are expected to be completed by end 2022. The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads in its area, is a statutory function of each road authority 
in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993. Works on such roads 
are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supplemented 
by State road grants. Implementation of projects included in the NDP is the responsibility of the 
relevant local authority. 

My Department will be liaising with local authorities in relation to possible future projects 
for development in the post 2021 period and the appraisal requirements in relation to such proj-
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ects.

Aviation 

With regard Airports the daa has statutory responsibility for the management and operation 
of the State Airports in Dublin and Cork while Shannon Airport Authority has the correspond-
ing responsibilities in relation to Shannon Airport. Both companies operate to a commercial 
mandate.

In relation to aviation issues, the focus is on planning for the future and ensuring that we 
have the necessary infrastructure to underpin international connectivity and competitiveness. 
The more immediate projects in this regard include the already referenced second parallel run-
way and a new visual control tower for Dublin Airport. Work on both of these major projects is 
already underway. Project Ireland 2040 also provides for continued Exchequer support for the 
smaller regional airports under the Regional Airport Programme.

Ports

With regard the Ports all three Tier 1 Ports of National Significance Dublin, Cork and Shan-
non Foynes are currently engaging in major capital infrastructure projects to increase capac-
ity to meet the future trading needs of the economy. Over the next five years Dublin Port will 
progress a c.€230m infrastructure investment, Port of Cork is investing c.€90m, and Shannon 
Foynes Port will be investing c.€27m.

This investment will provide additional capacity through increasing the number, size and 
depth of berths, preparing the ports for increases in ship sizes and frequency.

The Department through the IMDO have engaged consultants to complete a Port Capacity 
Study by the end of 2018. This study will inform the future capacity requirements of the ports to 
meet the trading needs of the economy, taking into account the possible implications of Brexit.

Ports and shipping companies are currently exploring the feasibility of new shipping routes 
directly to continental Europe and increasing capacity on existing routes, particularly in the 
context of Brexit.

24/04/2018WRB05100Greenways Development

24/04/2018WRB0520056. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
greenway strategy will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17758/18]

24/04/2018WRB05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I expect to be in a 
position to publish the National Greenways Strategy before the end of Q2 2018.  

The Strategy will provide a framework for the development of Ireland’s greenways ensur-
ing the best possible return for State investment.  Furthermore, the Strategy will determine the 
type of project that will be funded over the coming decade by my Department and will set out 
guidance and options for project promoters in relation to the challenges faced in delivering 
greenway infrastructure. It will also emphasise the need for early and wide consultation with 
all landowners.

Following completion of the Strategy I will announce a funding call later in 2018 with a 
view to awarding funding for drawdown between 2019 and 2021 to the successful projects.  
Given the increased interest in greenways in recent years I expect that there will be a strong 
response to this funding call. I would again urge local authorities and state agencies interested 
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in applying for funding to progress their planning and design of greenways as far as possible in 
advance of the funding call.

I was pleased to secure additional funding for greenways last year bringing the total avail-
able for the period 2018 to 2021 to €55.9m.

24/04/2018WRB05400Rail Network Expansion

24/04/2018WRB0550057. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of the progress on the Kildare route project to provide an additional train line to County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17774/18]

24/04/2018WRB05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the Kildare Route Project Railway Order was signed by the then Minister for Transport 
on the 5th of December 2006. The Kildare Route Project (KRP) extends approximately 13km 
from a point just west of Heuston Station in the Dublin City Council area to a point just west 
of Hazelhatch in the Kildare County Council area. While the four-tracking between Cherry Or-
chard to Hazelhatch/Celbridge was completed, all other works on the project had been put on 
hold, as the project had been deferred following the reduction in the Exchequer capital invest-
ment programme.

The National Transport Authority’s (NTA) Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 
provides the overarching framework for the planning and delivery of transport infrastructure 
and services for Dublin over the next two decades. The recently published National Devel-
opment Plan (NDP), which was launched earlier this year by Government as part of Project 
Ireland 2040, also confirms DART Expansion as one of a number of key investment priorities 
to deliver a comprehensive public transport network over the next decade. The electrification 
of the line to Hazelhatch/Celbridge and remaining infrastructure to complete the link of the 
Kildare commuter route to the City Centre and to achieve the benefits envisaged by the KRP 
will be delivered as part of the DART Expansion programme as envisaged in the NDP.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy ad overall 
funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the development and implementation of public transport in the Greater Dublin 
Area.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRB05700Sports Funding

24/04/2018WRB0580058. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
rebates available to sports clubs in respect of donations made to them by private citizens; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17756/18]

24/04/2018WRB0590072. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the benefits 
available to sports clubs in respect of donations made to them; his plans to expand same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17762/18]

24/04/2018WRB06000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 58 and 72 together.
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The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government support for the 
development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports 
equipment throughout the country.  The full terms and conditions of the SCP are available on 
my Department’s website.

The Revenue Commissioners operate a tax relief scheme for donations to certain sporting 
bodies under Section 41 of the Finance Act 2002. Obtaining the tax relief is a three stage pro-
cess.  Firstly, the club or group must apply to the Revenue Commissioner to become an “ap-
proved sports body”. Secondly, the approved body applies to my Department for their project 
to be an “approved project”.  The possible project types include acquiring land or buildings 
for sports purposes, developing sports facilities, purchasing fixed non-personal equipment for 
sports activities, or repaying a loan for any of these purposes.  Finally, PAYE donors fill out a 
certificate and supplies this to the club.  The club may then apply to Revenue for the tax relief 
on this donation.  While the exact amount of relief is a matter for Revenue, I understand that 
relief is given at the higher rate of tax on a “grossed-up basis”.  In the case of a donation made 
by an individual who pays tax on a self-assessment basis, the individual will be entitled to claim 
a tax deduction for the donation in computing his or her total income and there is no grossing 
up arrangement. Similarly, in the case of corporate donations, the company will be entitled to 
claim a deduction for the donation as if it were a trading expense or an expense of management 
in computing total profits of the company for the relevant accounting period.

Full details on how this tax relief scheme operates, including a step by step guide to the 
scheme, can be found on the Revenue Commissioner’s website https://www.revenue.ie/en/
companies-and-charities/charities-and-sports-bodies/tax-relief-on-donations-to-certain-sport-
ing-bodies/index.aspx.

There have been calls from the sporting sector for the expansion of the existing scheme and 
the consideration of further taxation measures to promote donations to sports clubs, including 
during the public consultation on the National Sports Policy. I see merit in these proposals, and I 
have had discussions with officials from the Department of Finance in this regard. The National 
Sports Policy, which will be launched in the near future, will consider taxation measures as a 
component of the future funding for Irish sport.

24/04/2018WRB06100Noise Pollution Legislation

24/04/2018WRB0620059. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
frame regarding planned legislation to establish the competent authority under EU 598/2014. 
[17723/18]

24/04/2018WRB06300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Since the Govern-
ment decision in January this year to designate Fingal County Council as the Competent Au-
thority for EU Regulation 598/2014, my Department, in conjunction with the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government, has been drafting primary legislation.  That work, 
which I am advised has been very detailed and technical in nature, is primarily focusing on the 
interaction between the Noise Regulation, the EU Environmental Noise Directive and the plan-
ning framework.  

As the Deputy will be aware, there are a number of steps to be taken before a draft Bill 
formally reaches the Oireachtas for First Stage of the legislative process, including technical 
drafting work by the Office of Parliamentary Council and pre-legislative scrutiny before the 
Joint Oireachtas Committee.  At such time as I am presented with a draft Bill that has cleared 
these hurdles then I will be able to advise you, with an acceptable level of certainty, of the es-



Questions - Written Answers

20

timated timeframe for the legislative  process.  I can tell you that it is a priority for me and for 
my Department.

24/04/2018WRB06400Harbour Authorities Staff

24/04/2018WRB0650060. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the contract of a person (details supplied) was recently renewed; if so, the duration of same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17787/18]

24/04/2018WRB06600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Contractual matters 
such as those the Deputy refers to are a matter in the first instance between the individual and 
the directors of the company concerned.

I am not however aware of any such recent renewal as referred to by the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRB06700Sport and Recreational Development

24/04/2018WRB0680061. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for investment in recreational infrastructure such as swimming pools, community centres 
and other sporting facilities; the extent to which he has identified a budget in this context; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17741/18]

24/04/2018WRB06900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the Government’s primary method of 
providing support to sports clubs and organisations for capital projects. The 2017 round of the 
SCP closed for applications on the 24th February 2017.  In November and December last, Min-
ister Ross and I announced €60m in allocations to a record 1,800 projects under the 2017 round. 
The recently published National Development Plan (NDP) provides €100m for the SCP in the 
period to 2021 and states that the programme will be further expanded over the period 2022 
– 2027. An announcement in relation to the next round of the programme is expected shortly.

In relation to swimming pools, the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme (LASPP) 
provides grant aid to local authorities towards the capital costs of new swimming pools or the 
refurbishment of existing pools. There are four swimming pool projects remaining in the cur-
rent round of the LASPP and the priority in 2018 will be on progressing these projects. The 
existing capital envelopes for the LASSPP are sufficient to cover the costs of these pools.

The NDP also contains a commitment to establish a new “Large Scale Sport Infrastructure 
Fund” (LSSIF) with at least €100m available over the coming years. My officials have com-
menced drafting the terms and conditions of the new LSSIF and are currently engaging with 
relevant stakeholders in this regard. An announcement in relation to when applications will be 
accepted will be made once these terms and conditions are finalised. 

As part of the development of the National Sports Campus, €26 million has been allocated 
for Phase 2 of the National Indoor Arena which comprises covered pitches and ancillary facili-
ties, for rugby, soccer and Gaelic games. Construction is underway and this project is due for 
completion in 2019. Furthermore, €15 million has been allocated for the construction of a Na-
tional Velodrome and Badminton Centre. Planning permission is in place and construction is to 
commence in 2020. This project is due for completion by 2021.

Finally, the upcoming National Sports Policy, which I expect will be considered by Gov-
ernment in the coming weeks with a view to its publication shortly thereafter, will include a 
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specific focus on how Government should fund sports facilities in the years ahead.

  Question No. 62 answered with Question No. 45.

24/04/2018WRB07100Wild Atlantic Way Project

24/04/2018WRB0720063. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
benefits that will arise for areas such as the Lee Valley from the plans to further develop the 
Wild Atlantic Way; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17733/18]

24/04/2018WRB07300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Neither I nor my Department has any role in relation to the development, imple-
mentation or management of the tourism experience brands, such as the Wild Atlantic Way.  
Matters such as that raised by the Deputy are operational matters for the board and management 
of Fáilte Ireland.

Notwithstanding this position, Fáilte Ireland has informed me that the Lee Valley has been 
designated part of the Wild Atlantic Way region and is included in all relevant Fáilte Ireland 
development, business support and promotional activities.  I am further informed that Fáilte 
Ireland is due to host workshops this year to help develop products and businesses in this area 
and help that capitalise on brand-related opportunities.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for further detail and direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

24/04/2018WRB07400Rail Services Provision

24/04/2018WRB0750064. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to increase capacity levels on Irish Rail commuter trains; and the expenditure allocated for the 
purchase of new rolling stock for Irish Rail. [17760/18]

24/04/2018WRB07600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority’s (NTA) Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area provides the overarch-
ing framework for the planning and delivery of transport infrastructure and services for Dublin 
over the next two decades. The recently published National Development Plan (NDP), which 
was launched earlier this year by Government as part of Project Ireland 2040, also confirms 
investment in the heavy rail as part of a comprehensive public transport network. This invest-
ment is both to protect the quality and investment already made in the railway network and to 
increase capacity in line with future growth projections as envisaged by the National Planning 
Framework 2040.

In relation to the rail fleet, arrangements are already underway to introduce 28 rail carriages 
that are expected to re-enter service in 2019. NTA expect to commence a tender competition 
later this year for a programme of new diesel-electric trains that would enable the enlargement 
of the rail fleet by approximately some 300 new rail carriages. Given typical train manufactur-
ing lead times delivery of these new diesel-electric trains is expected in 2022. Additionally, 
Irish Rail and the National Transport Authority (NTA) are assessing the availability of addi-
tional fleet that could be introduced to passenger service on the rail network in Ireland in the 
intervening period.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy ad overall 
funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
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responsibility for the development and implementation of public transport in the Greater Dublin 
Area.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

  Question No. 65 answered with Question No. 45.

24/04/2018WRC00200Military Aircraft Landings

24/04/2018WRC0030066. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 20 of 15 February 2018, if the internal review by his Department of 
the Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Order 1973 
has concluded; and if so, when the report will be published. [17725/18]

24/04/2018WRC00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The review of the 
1973 Order seeks to identify the options available for updating various aspects of the Order. It 
is examining the Statutory Instrument primarily from an administrative and legal perspective. 
There is no proposal to change the long-standing Government policy of permitting civil aircraft 
used by the defence forces of various nations to transit through Irish airspace and airports, sub-
ject to appropriate terms and conditions. 

The other main Government bodies with an interest in the review are the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, in relation to foreign policy matters, and the Irish Aviation Authority, in rela-
tion to aviation safety and the carriage of dangerous goods by air. Both those bodies have now 
been consulted as part of the review.

While my Department had hoped to conclude the review by now, this has been delayed 
primarily due to other conflicting priorities, in particular work related to aviation and Brexit. 
However, the review should be concluded shortly.

24/04/2018WRC00500Dublin Bus Fleet

24/04/2018WRC0060067. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
address the capacity shortages that exist across the Dublin Bus system and the lengthy lead-in 
times that exist for the procurement of additional buses. [17779/18]

24/04/2018WRC00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In 2016, the NTA 
published its 2016-2035 Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), which provides 
the overarching framework for the planning and delivery of transport infrastructure and ser-
vices for Dublin over the next two decades.  The measures proposed in the strategy are linked 
to an analysis of current and projected levels of travel demand across the region.

Investment in public transport in recent years has enabled renewal and expansion of the bus 
fleet as one of a number of measures to increase capacity and improve services, responding both 
to demand growth and to the need to provide a viable alternative choice for private car users.  In 
2017, a total of 102 buses were purchased for Dublin Bus both for their replacement programme 
and to cater for market growth, and similarly it is expected that 140 buses will be purchased 
in 2018 for the Dublin Region.  These buses were purchased through a bus supply framework 
agreement put in place by the NTA.
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Looking to the future, the Bus Connects programme will fundamentally transform our bus 
system, so that journeys for bus passengers will be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and af-
fordable.  This programme was launched last year by the NTA, and it is identified in the Nation-
al Development Plan (NDP) as a key public transport investment priority for completion in the 
GDA over the period of the plan.  Amongst other features, BusConnects will see the transition 
to the use of lower emission vehicles.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the development and implementation of public transport in the Greater Dublin 
Area.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRC00800Tourism Industry

24/04/2018WRC0090068. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to address difficulties being experienced regarding boat access for tourists to Inishmurray, 
County Sligo. [17712/18]

24/04/2018WRC01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I understand that the 
difficulties in question relate to landing facilities for boats on Inishmurray Island, following 
concerns conveyed by my Department relating to safety during embarkation and disembarka-
tion at the island.  However, neither my Department nor its agencies have any role or responsi-
bility with regard to the provision of such facilities or any related remedial works.  I suggest that 
this may be a matter more relevant to the Local Authority – in this case, Sligo County Council 
– for which the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government is responsible.

24/04/2018WRC01100Pension Provisions

24/04/2018WRC0120069. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the ongoing pensions issue at CIÉ involving approximately 16,700 members; and the steps he 
is taking to address same. [17781/18]

24/04/2018WRC01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I refer the Deputy to 
my response to Priority Question No. 1 which I answered earlier.

24/04/2018WRC01400Greenways Development

24/04/2018WRC0150070. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for the roll-out of a strategy for the future development of greenways and rural cycling; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17719/18]

24/04/2018WRC01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I expect to be in a 
position to publish the National Greenways Strategy before the end of Q2 2018.  

The Strategy will provide a framework for the development of Ireland’s greenways ensur-
ing the best possible return for State investment.  Furthermore, the Strategy will determine the 
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type of project that will be funded over the coming decade by my Department and will set out 
guidance and options for project promoters in relation to the challenges faced in delivering 
greenway infrastructure. It will also emphasise the need for early and wide consultation with 
all landowners.

Following completion of the Strategy I will announce a funding call later in 2018 with a 
view to awarding funding for drawdown between 2019 and 2021 to the successful projects.  
Given the increased interest in greenways in recent years I expect that there will be a strong 
response to this funding call. I would again urge local authorities and state agencies interested 
in applying for funding to progress their planning and design of greenways as far as possible in 
advance of the funding call.

I was pleased to secure additional funding for greenways last year bringing the total avail-
able for the period 2018 to 2021 to €55.9m. 

24/04/2018WRC01700Harbour Authorities

24/04/2018WRC0180071. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when he plans to meet with Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council to discuss the transfer 
of Dún Laoghaire harbour; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17785/18]

24/04/2018WRC01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Dun Laoghaire Har-
bour Company (DLHC) as a Port of Regional Significance is designated under National Ports 
Policy 2013 to transfer to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council (DLR Co Co).

The transfer process has been on-going for a number of years and is moving towards fi-
nalisation. A due diligence has been undertaken and a risk assessment has been completed and 
presented to a special meeting of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council held on 6th March 
2018.

My officials are in touch with officials in the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 
Government to discuss any final matters outstanding. 

  Question No. 72 answered with Question No. 58.

24/04/2018WRC02100Sports Organisations

24/04/2018WRC0220073. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
support cricket here. [17763/18]

24/04/2018WRC02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Cricket Ireland has received a number of important capital allocations through 
my Department in recent years and Sport Ireland also plays a key role in supporting Cricket Ire-
land on an ongoing basis. Minister Ross and I were delighted last June when the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) announced that Ireland had achieved Test Status, a massive milestone for 
the sport’s development in this country.

In October 2016, Minister Ross and my predecessor, Minister of State Patrick O’Donovan, 
approved the development of a high performance cricket training facility at the National Sports 
Campus. I understand that the initial phase of the facility is due for completion in May. I also 
noted recently that the Board of Cricket Ireland endorsed the development of a new permanent 
cricket stadium at the National Sports Campus. 
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In relation to future capital funding more generally, the Sports Capital Programme (SCP) 
is the primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sport and physical rec-
reation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country. 
A wide variety of sports have been supported under the programme including cricket.  An an-
nouncement on the next round of the programme is expected shortly and any suitable cricket 
projects submitted will be fully considered.  Furthermore, the recently published National De-
velopment Plan (NDP) contains a commitment to establish a new “Large Scale Sport Infra-
structure Fund” (LSSIF) with at least €100m available over the coming years. My officials 
have now commenced drafting the terms and conditions of the new LSSIF.  The Fund will 
be for larger projects where the proposed Government contribution would exceed the amount 
currently available for individual projects under the SCP. In terms of calls for proposals, it is 
envisaged that the views of the National Governing Bodies of Sport will be sought regarding 
the prioritisation of projects for possible inclusion and any plans for significant cricket projects 
will be considered in that context.

As regards current expenditure funding for cricket, that is provided through Sport Ireland, 
which is the statutory body with responsibility for the promotion, development and co-ordina-
tion of sport. This includes responsibility for the allocation of funding to the National Govern-
ing Bodies of sport, including Cricket Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport 
Ireland for direct reply in relation to support provided by it for cricket.  I would ask the Deputy 
to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

Finally, I am happy to confirm the Government’s commitment to continue to support the 
furtherdevelopment of all sport in Ireland, including Irish cricket.

24/04/2018WRC02400Ports Policy

24/04/2018WRC0250074. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to overcome ownership issues at Rosslare Europort following advice from a company (details 
supplied), other consultants and the Office of the Attorney General regarding the ownership 
structure of the port; his further plans for the future of Rosslare Europort; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17775/18]

24/04/2018WRC02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy will be 
aware that Rosslare Europort is unique among the State-owned ports as it is not a state-alone 
commercial company operating under the Harbours Acts, but is instead operated as a division 
of Iarnród Éireann.  The status of the port, and whether its current status potentially inhibits its 
development, was most recently considered in a strategic review, commissioned by my Depart-
ment, and carried out by Indecon Economic Consultants.

Their report concluded that the creation of an independent port authority would be extreme-
ly difficult, given the Port’s complex legal structure.  Instead, it was recommended that the Port 
remain in public ownership and that the possibilities for increased private sector involvement 
be investigated.

In order to assist Iarnród Éireann’s overall consideration of how best to move forward, the 
company then engaged consultants to assess market interest. The assessment was largely posi-
tive in terms of the potential for increased private sector investment in the port; however, it did 
identify possible implementation issues due to the complicated legislative basis of the port.

Following that assessment my Department sought and received detailed advice from the Of-
fice of the Attorney General on the matter. That advice identified a number of legal issues with 
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any such proposal and those issues remain under consideration by my Department.

The Deputy may also be interested to know that Iarnród Éireann has advised that it has com-
pleted a commercial review of Rosslare Europort and will now prepare a Business Plan for the 
port to include consideration of the implications of Brexit for the port.

In addition, the Irish Maritime Development Office (IMDO), in conjunction with my De-
partment, has been undertaking a study into the use of the UK Land-bridge by Irish importers 
and exporters.  The purpose of this research is to establish the volume of traffic using the UK 
Land-bridge at present, the likely consequences that Brexit will have on Land-bridge usage and 
the various alternative options that may be viable.  This piece of research is being finalised and 
is expected to be completed shortly and should inform the potential for the future utilisation of 
all Ports, including Rosslare Europort.

24/04/2018WRC02700EU Funding

24/04/2018WRC0280075. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the dis-
cussions that have been held with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the 
European Commission in relation to having cohesion funding post-2020 provided for the de-
velopment of road projects in the Border region due to the particular difficulties that will arise 
in the area from Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17739/18]

24/04/2018WRC02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): While the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform has overall responsibility for EU Cohesion Policy and the 
European Structural and Investment (ESI) Funds, it should be noted that this Fund is directed 
towards Member States whose Gross National Income (GNI) per inhabitant is less than 90% of 
the EU average. For the 2014-2020 period, the countries that qualify for the Cohesion Fund are: 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia. As a budget contributor, Ireland does 
not qualify for Cohesion funding.

Following the publication of the National Development Plan and the National Planning 
Framework, Minister Donohoe and I wrote a joint letter in February to the European Commis-
sioner for Transport, Ms Violeta Bulc, and the European Commissioner for Regional Policy, Ms 
Corina Cretu, emphasising the considerable challenges facing Ireland in the transport sector and 
setting out how the National Development Plan and National Planning Framework will inform 
future investments into the regions, including our outermost regions and our connectivity to 
Northern Ireland, which will be particularly impacted by Brexit.  We made the point that invest-
ment in infrastructure has the potential to mitigate the implications of Brexit in these regions.  

Over the coming years, Ireland will continue to prioritise key projects on the EU’s TEN-T 
core and comprehensive networks under the National Development Plan with the objective of 
enhancing connectivity between the comprehensive and core networks, thereby enhancing the 
sustainability and connectivity of our outermost regions. 

The Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) for Transport is the EU funding instrument devel-
oped to direct investment in European transport infrastructure. The post-2020 EU Multiannual 
Financial Framework is due to be released in early May and preparations are now also under-
way at European Commission level for a new CEF 2 Regulation. All Member States have been 
invited to engage with the European Commission in relation to its preparatory work for the new 
CEF 2 Regulation and my Department has been participating fully in that process. The Depart-
ment wrote to the European Commission in March with its comments on the Commission’s 
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draft proposals and highlighted Ireland’s reliance on its road network and the need for invest-
ment in strategic road links, including on the comprehensive road network. In particular, the 
Department asked that reference to the cross-border Dublin to Letterkenny road (via the A5) be 
included in the Annex to the proposed Regulation.

24/04/2018WRC03000Light Rail Projects

24/04/2018WRC0310076. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the plans that 
have been put into operation to resolve the ongoing problems with regard to the introduction of 
the Luas cross city project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16273/18]

24/04/2018WRC03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The LUAS attracts 
very high levels of passenger demand, and growth in numbers since the extension of the Green 
Line came into service has been very high: 28% increase on the Green Line and 5% increase 
on the Red Line. 

Following on from the opening of the LUAS Cross City in December 2017, I held a meet-
ing on 15 March with all key Agencies who have a part to play in delivering LUAS services 
– National Transport Authority (NTA), Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), Transdev and 
the tram manufacturer, Alstom.  Discussions centred on the recent electrical fault with the new 
longer 55m trams and addressed what they are doing to ensure the availability of trams and full 
services on the Green Line.  The Agencies outlined the range of actions they were developing 
to address difficulties and to put in place additional peak time capacity on LUAS services.

Since that meeting, those mitigating actions have been implemented and that has resulted 
in a marked improvement in the planned vehicle requirements on the Green Line being met at 
peak times.  Two of the new 55m trams recently resumed service on the Green line with a third 
introduced last week.  I also understand that the NTA and TII are working with all relevant par-
ties and expect to introduce a new service timetable to make optimum use of the 7 new longer 
trams.  This new timetable will improve services across the Green Line and also the Red Line.  

24/04/2018WRC03300Sports Capital Programme Review

24/04/2018WRC0340077. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on an independent review of the sports capital programme with a view to creating additional 
guidelines or rules to ensure that funding under the programme is allocated in a more equitable 
manner (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17732/18]

24/04/2018WRC03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): After every recent round of the Sports Capital Programme (SCP) a review was 
undertaken by the Sports Capital Programmes Division of my Department with a view to mak-
ing recommendations on how to improve the process for future calls.

The review of the 2017 SCP is now complete and has been published on my Department’s 
website at http://www.dttas.ie/sites/default/files/publications/sport/english/sports-capital-pro-
gramme-2017-review/review-2017-sports-capital-programme.pdf. The 2017 Review highlights 
many positive aspects of the 2017 round of the programme including the simplified application 
process, the greater transparency in terms of how allocations were decided and the introduction 
of an appeals process for invalid applications. Areas requiring improvement are also identified 
however, in particular the need for greater clarity in the Department’s own guide to making 
an application. The Review also suggests a number of measures aimed at further prioritising 
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applications from disadvantaged areas and all proposals in this regard, including the Deputy’s 
helpful suggestion, will be fully considered prior to the next round of the programme opening 
for applications. 

Separately, a full Value For Money Review of the Sports Capital Programme is underway 
which is being led by the Department’s Strategic Research and Analysis unit, with oversight 
from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. Provisional findings from this Value 
For Money Review are expected later this year. A comprehensive Sports Policy paper is also 
being finalised and future rounds of the SCP will reflect that policy’s relevant provisions.

  Question No. 78 answered with Question No. 44.

24/04/2018WRC03700Public Transport

24/04/2018WRC0380079. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the setting up of a forum for public transport as committed to in 2017; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17767/18]

24/04/2018WRC03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, following on from a commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government and 
as further committed to in the latter part of 2017, work is underway in the Department on re-
viewing public transport policy “to ensure services are sustainable into the future and are meet-
ing the needs of a modern economy”.  As part of this review,  I as Minister am committed to 
convene and host a round-table policy discussion forum with a wide range of stakeholders from 
across the public transport and related sectors.

The objective of this event is to facilitate an open and inclusive exchange of views from in-
terested parties on the potential challenges and competing priorities likely to arise in the future 
across all aspects of public transport provision including economic, social and environmental 
considerations. It is expected that the discussions will inform and enrich the policy review work 
currently on-going within the Department. 

While I have been keen to hold this event, rather disappointing it has not been possible 
up until now owing to a series of industrial disputes and threatened industrial action.  As the 
Deputy will understand I was not prepared to have such a discussion against the backdrop of an 
ongoing or a pending dispute.

However, I am now pleased that in very recent days there has been a development on the 
industrial relations front which means that there is no longer an ongoing dispute or threatened 
action.  Therefore, I am now in a position to confirm that this roundtable will go ahead.  I expect 
to issue details and invitations to all stakeholders from later today.

24/04/2018WRC04000Sports Funding

24/04/2018WRC0410080. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the large-scale sport infrastructure fund that was announced as part of budget 2018 and the 
National Development Plan 2018-2027. [17777/18]

24/04/2018WRC0420085. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
large scale projects for the sports capital programme will commence. [17713/18]

24/04/2018WRC04300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
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dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 80 and 85 together.

The recently published National Development Plan (NDP) contains a commitment to estab-
lish a new “Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund” (LSSIF) with at least €100m available over 
the coming years. My officials have commenced drafting the terms and conditions of the new 
LSSIF and are currently engaging with relevant stakeholders in this regard. An announcement 
in relation to when applications will be accepted will be made once these terms and conditions 
are finalised. 

It is intended that the Fund will be for larger projects where the proposed Government con-
tribution exceeds the amount currently available for individual projects under the Sports Capital 
Programme. The fund itself and all projects funded under the scheme will be subject to the 
Public Spending Code and State Aid requirements. It is envisaged that the views of the National 
Governing Bodies of Sport and local authorities would be sought regarding the prioritisation of 
projects for possible inclusion.

24/04/2018WRC04400Tourism Promotion

24/04/2018WRC0450081. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport the way in which counties Offaly and Laois will benefit from continued development of 
the Hidden Heartlands and Ancient East experiences; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17721/18]

24/04/2018WRC04600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): With regard to County Offaly, parts of the county close to the Shannon are includ-
ed in Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands - the new tourism experience brand for the Midlands region.  
The focus of this new brand is the Midlands’ rich natural assets, including lakes, blueways and 
walkways, encouraging visitors to be ‘active in nature’ and to explore the region off the beaten 
track through a range of outdoor activities.

County Offaly also comes within the geographical scope of Ireland’s Ancient East experi-
ence brand, which focuses on the historical and cultural offering.  I understand that Fáilte Ire-
land has intentionally built in this overlap to allow local tourism operators decide for themselves 
whether to leverage one or both of these experience brands - whatever best suits their business.

As regards county Laois, I share Fáilte Ireland’s view that this county, with its wealth of his-
toric and cultural assets, is best served by continued inclusion in Ireland’s Ancient East.  Indeed, 
I understand that this view is shared by other industry stakeholders locally.

In both Laois and Offaly, as in other counties in the region, I know that Fáilte Ireland is 
working closely with local tourism businesses and other stakeholders as part of its ongoing 
trade engagement, to help them position their offering within and gain maximum leverage the 
relevant experience brand.  Fáilte Ireland also funds capital developments and festivals in these 
counties, as well as providing additional supports that benefit the counties, their tourism busi-
nesses and other stakeholders.

As the matters raised by the Deputy are operational matters for the board and management 
of Fáilte Ireland, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the agency for further detail and direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

24/04/2018WRC04700Sports Capital Programme Applications
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24/04/2018WRC0480082. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
invalid applications in the 2017 sports capital programme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17759/18]

24/04/2018WRC04900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): A number of measures were introduced for the 2017 round of the Sports Capital 
Programme with the aim of reducing the level of invalid applications. These measures included 
a shortened application form, the organisation of a series of regional seminars for potential ap-
plicants and more online validation to prevent applicants submitting incomplete applications. 
These measures were largely successful and the invalid rate for the 2017 round of the pro-
gramme was the lowest ever at 20%. This compares to the average invalid rate for previous pro-
grammes of 34%. While this was good progress, I am committed to lowering this figure even 
further for the next round of the SCP. In this regard, a review of the 2017 round has now been 
published on the Department’s website which contains a number of suggestions.  As previously 
raised by the Deputy, one of the measures being considered is contacting applicants during the 
assessment process to give them the opportunity to submit corrected documentation.

In addition, all of the applicants who remain invalid following the conclusion of the 2017 
round of the SCP have been contacted and informed that under the next round of the SCP they 
will be given the opportunity to simply submit the corrected documentation needed to make 
their 2017 application valid, without the requirement of going through a full new application 
process. I expect that an announcement regarding the timing of the next round of the SCP will 
be made in the coming weeks. 

24/04/2018WRC05000Harbour Authorities

24/04/2018WRC0510083. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the motion that was passed by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council at a meeting 
on 6 March 2018 requesting that he make the necessary funds available to bring Dún Laoghaire 
harbour into taking-in-charge standards to facilitate the speedy transfer of the harbour to the 
council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17786/18]

24/04/2018WRC05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Dun Laoghaire Har-
bour Company (DLHC) as a Port of Regional Significance is designated under National Ports 
Policy 2013 to transfer to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council. 

At the special meeting of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council on 6 March 2018, the 
Chief Executive presented the risk assessment report on Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company to 
the Council. 

The Chief Executive concluded, having carried out due diligence and a risk assessment on 
the company, that the most appropriate model of transfer for Dun Laoghaire is the transfer and 
dissolution model. The Council agreed with this position. 

I understand that the main issue outstanding relates to remedial works in the harbour and 
how those works will be funded.

National Ports Policy clearly states that there is no Exchequer funding for any port company.

My Department has been informed that there is no immediate Health or Safety issue relat-
ing to any pier. It is normal procedure in port companies to prioritise engineering and remedial 
works and to phase those works and the funding to undertake those works, over a period of time 
(immediate, medium and long term). 
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24/04/2018WRC05300Roads Maintenance Funding

24/04/2018WRC0540084. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
for the repair of rural roads will be provided in view of recent bad weather and stretched council 
resources; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17783/18]

24/04/2018WRC05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of local authorities, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are 
funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selec-
tion and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

I announced the 2018 regional and local road allocations on 29th January and all grant fund-
ing available to my Department has now been allocated. It is a matter for each Council to deter-
mine its priorities and decide its work programme on that basis, taking available grant funding 
and its own resources into account.  There is no additional funding available to my Department 
at present.

  Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 80.

24/04/2018WRC05700Wild Atlantic Way Project

24/04/2018WRC0580086. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding the effectiveness of the “Wonders of the Wild Atlantic Way” marketing campaign. 
[17771/18]

24/04/2018WRC05900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department’s role 
in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism policy while the tourism agencies have 
operational responsibility for the implementation of this policy.   

In January 2018, Minister Griffin launched the “Wonders of the Wild Atlantic Way” joint 
Tourism Ireland Failte Ireland marketing initiative, specially designed to boost tourist numbers 
from Britain to the Wild Atlantic Way. A €1.35 million marketing campaign in Britain is being 
complemented by an additional €500,000 Fáilte Ireland programme to support businesses along 
the Wild Atlantic Way to position themselves to benefit from the campaign, as well as to boost 
its own marketing campaigns in Northern Ireland. 

The key focus of the campaign is to extend the holiday season beyond the peak summer 
months, by enticing people to visit in the spring and autumn. Phase one of Tourism Ireland’s 
marketing campaign was rolled out in Britain in February and March and with phase two sched-
uled for September and October.

Some 300 eye-catching billboard ads are highlighting the Wild Atlantic Way in key roadside 
and city centre locations across Britain right now. The ads feature strong and iconic images of 
various locations along the Wild Atlantic Way and the key message is the quick and easy access 
from Britain to those spectacular locations in under two hours. The campaign, which will reach 
at least ten million potential holidaymakers around Britain, is highlighting ease of direct access 
from six British gateway cities (London, Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, Edinburgh and 
Glasgow) to Cork, Kerry, Shannon, Knock, Donegal and City of Derry airports. An important 
element of this campaign is the co-operative advertising with airlines flying to airports close to 
the Wild Atlantic Way – highlighting good value offers and ease of access, helping to convert 
interest into business.
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While it is too early to report on the effectiveness of the campaign as yet, I look forward to 
hearing from the tourism agencies later in the year in this regard.

24/04/2018WRC06000Taxi Regulations

24/04/2018WRC0610087. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to amend section 15 of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013 to ensure that taxi drivers are required to 
nominate a person to continue to operate a taxi licence in the event of the licence holder’s death; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17731/18]

24/04/2018WRC06200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry is a matter for the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.

As the Deputy refers, section 15 of this Act provides that an SPSV licence may continue to 
be operated by a person who was nominated by the licence holder in advance of his or her death.  

While I have no plans to amend section 15 at this time, I recently was made aware that there 
have been some cases where licence holders have passed away without completing and submit-
ting the required nomination form to the NTA. As a result, I am asking the NTA to consider 
further raising the level of awareness around the associated nomination process and would cer-
tainly urge all SPSV licence holders to take the time to complete the nomination form as soon 
as possible.

24/04/2018WRC06300Appointments to State Boards

24/04/2018WRC0640088. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the inclusion of persons with disabilities on the boards of public transport companies; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17718/18]

24/04/2018WRC06500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Since becoming a 
Minister, I have been particularly struck by the personal experiences related to me in my meet-
ings with people with disabilities who use public transport.

As a result of wide consultation with members of the disability community and with dis-
ability bodies striving to make an impact, I have decided that the State-owned public transport 
companies under the auspices of my Department should have at least one board member who 
has personal knowledge and experience of the needs and difficulties of people with disabilities 
using public transport.

At my request, the Public Appointments Service recently launched the application process 
for these positions and is inviting expressions of interest from the public for the boards of the 
Iarnród Éireann, Bus Éireann, Dublin Bus and also the National Transport Authority.  The clos-
ing date for applications was extended last week to 27th April.  Details of the positions, the 
process, and how to apply are available on www.StateBoards.ie.  I strongly encourage people 
with personal experience of the issues faced by people with disabilities on public transport to 
take a look at the website and to consider applying.  We need the experience, skills and insight 
that they can bring to the work of these Boards.

24/04/2018WRC06600Airport Policy
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24/04/2018WRC0670089. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 243 of 28 March 2018, his views on the appropriateness of appointing 
Fingal County Council as the competent authority under EU 598/2014 with responsibility for 
airports outside Dublin; the bodies with which he consulted in this regard both nationally and 
at EU level; and the nature of this consultation. [17722/18]

24/04/2018WRC06800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In January of this 
year, I made a recommendation to Government that Fingal County Council be appointed as 
Competent Authority for the purpose of Regulation 589/14.  The Government approved that 
recommendation.  

As advised in response to Parliamentary Question No. 243 of 28 March 2018, EU Regula-
tion 598/2014 only applies to airports with more than 50,000 civil aircraft movements per cal-
endar year, and therefore in Ireland it only applies to Dublin Airport.  The regulation does not 
apply to Cork or to Shannon, who both recorded traffic of under 20,000 for 2017. 

As regards the consultations which took place, these were held entirely at official level be-
tween my Department, those Government Departments with a policy connection - environmen-
tal, planning and development - and their agencies, including obviously Fingal County Council.  
I am advised also that there was some official level engagement at EU level to understand how 
other Member States were progressing and there was contact with UK counterparts too, given 
the similarities in our regulatory, governance and legal structures.  

On foot of all this, the Government has decided that Fingal County Council offers the best 
solution for Ireland, which is why I will be bringing a draft Bill to this House to provide for that. 

24/04/2018WRD00200Urban Renewal Schemes

24/04/2018WRD0030090. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach if he is satisfied with the progress 
of the Mulvey report; and if he will report on the progress of the implementation of same. 
[17521/18]

24/04/2018WRD00400The Taoiseach: I launched the North East Inner City 2017 Progress Report when I visited 
the area with Minister Donohoe on Monday, 26 February.

The Report sets out the work of the Programme Implementation Board since it was estab-
lished last June and outlines the progress made under the four priority areas of crime and drugs; 
education, training and employment opportunities; services for families and young people; and 
physical improvements.

While this is a long term project, I am satisfied that the initial actions and measures funded 
are already having a positive and immediate impact in the area. 

The Report also sets out details of the spending on the North East Inner City initiative to 
date.  A copy of the Report together with further information on the work can be found at www.
neic.ie.

24/04/2018WRD00500Strategic Communications Unit

24/04/2018WRD0060091. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Taoiseach further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 
101, 104, 107, 108 and 117 of 17 April 2018, if the details which relate to the €756,119 total 
amount indicated will be provided by item, including payment beneficiary in tabular form. 
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[17877/18]

24/04/2018WRD00700The Taoiseach: It is not possible to provide a complete breakdown of this expenditure at 
this point as invoices in relation to this expenditure are still being collected. The breakdown will 
be provided when this process is complete.

24/04/2018WRD00800Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRD0090092. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach the form, date and amount of all 
invoices issued to his Department by a company (details supplied) in each of the years 2007 to 
2017, in tabular form. [17913/18]

24/04/2018WRD01000The Taoiseach: My Department did not engage the services of the company in question in 
the years 2007 to 2017 and, therefore, has not received any invoices.

24/04/2018WRD01100Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRD0120093. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the form, 
date and amount of all invoices issued to his Department by a company (details supplied) in 
each of the years 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17903/18]

24/04/2018WRD01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
has no record of any invoices paid to the company referred to by the Deputy, in the period 2007 
to 2017.

24/04/2018WRD01400Overseas Missions

24/04/2018WRD0150094. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the published num-
ber of Defence Forces members serving on overseas missions (details supplied) in each relevant 
year in which the missions were ongoing includes members of the Army Ranger Wing serving 
on those missions. [17930/18]

24/04/2018WRD0160096. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 161 of 17 April 2018, the number of Defence Forces personnel who were in 
Afghanistan for the two full periods identified (details supplied); and if the number of Defence 
Forces personnel exceeded 12 during this period. [18019/18]

24/04/2018WRD0170097. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 161 of 17 April 2018, the areas in which these persons were located with 
particular reference to if they were in Helmand province. [18020/18]

24/04/2018WRD0180098. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if Army Rangers are 
serving in Afghanistan or on other missions abroad at the present time about which Dáil Éireann 
has not been informed. [18021/18]

24/04/2018WRD01900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 94 and 96 to 98, inclusive, together.

All published numbers of Defence Forces personnel serving overseas includes members of 
the Army Ranger Wing serving on those missions where relevant.
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Personnel from the Army Ranger Wing (ARW) served in the International Security As-
sistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan from October 2006 to March 2007 and from September 
2014 to March 2015.  They also participated in the follow-on mission, Resolute Support Mis-
sion (RSM).  There was a total of 7 personnel deployed operationally in ISAF at any one time 
and they rotated on a six monthly basis.  

The conditions under which the Defence Forces may participate on overseas peace support 
operations are set out in the Defence Acts.  The conditions, known as the “triple lock”, must be 
satisfied where personnel are being deployed as part of a International United Nations Force, 
whereby the mission must be authorised/mandated by the United Nations; it must be approved 
by Government; and it must be approved by way of a resolution of Dáil Éireann, where the size 
of a Defence Forces contribution is more than twelve personnel.  As there were less than twelve 
personnel serving in ISAF, Dáil Éireann approval was not required. 

ARW personnel deployed to ISAF were employed within Staff appointments all of which 
were located within the ISAF Headquarters in Kabul.  Ireland is no longer participating in the 
mission in Afghanistan.  

ARW personnel are currently serving in one mission, the United Nations Interim Force in 
Lebanon (UNIFIL), participation in which was approved by Dáil Éireann.

24/04/2018WRD02000Regulation of Lobbying

24/04/2018WRD0210095. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if it is his policy 
to record phone calls from lobbyists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17986/18]

24/04/2018WRD02200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I am fully com-
pliant with the provisions of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015.  Notification of contacts 
with Designated Public Officials to the Standards in Public Office Commission is the responsi-
bility of lobbyists as set out in the Act.

Questions Nos. 96 to 98, inclusive, answered with Question No. 94.

24/04/2018WRD02600European Council Meetings

24/04/2018WRD0270099. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will report on the most recent meeting of the EU Foreign Affairs Council; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17447/18]

24/04/2018WRD02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I at-
tended the EU Foreign Affairs Council in Luxembourg on 16 April. The Council discussed 
Syria, Iran, the Western Balkans, Russia and the EU’s External Financing Instruments. Council 
Conclusions were adopted on Syria, South Sudan, malicious cyber activities and on Chemical 
Weapons.

I was glad to have the opportunity to discuss Syria with my EU colleagues, especially in 
light of the most recent horrific chemical attack which took place in Douma and the response 
by the US, the UK and France. My colleagues and I adopted Council Conclusions on Syria, and 
examined what the EU can do to help bring about a peaceful end to the conflict and full legal 
accountability.

The meeting also gave the Council an opportunity to take stock of how the EU manages 
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relations with Russia, following the Salisbury attack, and developments in Syria. I welcomed 
this timely exchange, and believe that the EU’s five guiding principles on Russia have served 
us well.

In addition, Ministers discussed the situation in Iran and stressed the importance of the 
implementation by all parties of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action.

Over lunch, the Council held a detailed and positive discussion on the Western Balkans, 
ahead of the EU-Western Balkans Summit in May. Finally, we had the opportunity to address 
recent developments in Gaza and in Venezuela, as well as the future of the EU’s external financ-
ing instruments.

24/04/2018WRD02900Syrian Conflict

24/04/2018WRD03000100. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on the outcome of discussions on Syria at the most recent meeting of the EU 
Foreign Affairs Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17448/18]

24/04/2018WRD03100105. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to a petition by persons (details supplied); if these matters 
will be raised at a conference at the end of April 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17602/18]

24/04/2018WRD03200108. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has spoken to his British or French counterpart recently regarding the recent targeted 
attacks on Syria. [17680/18]

24/04/2018WRD03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 100, 105 and 108 together.

The Syria conflict, which is now in its eighth year, has cost up to 500,000 lives. Over 13 
million people are in need of humanitarian assistance inside Syria, including close to 3 mil-
lion people trapped in besieged and hard-to-reach areas. Over 6 million people are displaced 
internally, and a further 5.5 million have fled to neighbouring countries and the wider region. 
There have been repeated breaches of international humanitarian and human rights law. There 
have been numerous instances of denial and diversion of humanitarian aid, the use of medieval 
‘starve or surrender’ siege tactics and the use of chemical weapons. I am aware of the petition 
on the Syria conflict to which Deputy Murphy refers and I fully concur with the sentiment of 
concern expressed by the petitioners about this appalling situation.

The apparent chemical attack in Douma on 7 April was a particularly shocking and sicken-
ing development. Like many, I was horrified by the images of entire families who had died in 
the basements where they had sought shelter, and I publicly and unreservedly condemned the 
attack. In response to that horrific attack on civilians, and following Russia’s veto of meaningful 
UN Security Council action to ensure accountability for such attacks, a number of states took 
action against facilities related to the production of chemical weapons. I note that their stated 
objective was to ensure that such attacks do not recur. 

Last week I discussed the situation in Syria, including these most recent developments, 
with my EU colleagues at the Foreign Affairs Council. We condemned in the strongest possible 
terms the use of chemical weapons in Syria, and stressed the need to ensure full legal account-
ability for those responsible for such crimes. We also reiterated our support for the UN-led 
political negotiations to end the conflict, and the urgent need to reinvigorate the political track. 
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I reaffirmed the need to avoid any escalation of the situation in Syria, and the importance of 
ensuring accountability for the use of chemical weapons. 

Ireland and the EU provide political and financial support to a broad range of measures 
which aim to ensure full legal accountability for all war crimes and crimes against humanity 
committed in Syria. This includes the International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism es-
tablished by the UN General Assembly to assist in the investigation and prosecution of persons 
responsible for the most serious crimes under international law committed in Syria, the Inde-
pendent International Commission of Inquiry on Syria established by the UN Human Rights 
Council, and the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons Fact Finding Mission 
and Joint Investigative Mission with the UN. In addition, Ireland has consistently supported 
EU sanctions targeting the regime and its supporters, and will continue to do so as long as the 
situation on the ground justifies these measures. 

Obviously a comprehensive, sustainable, Syrian-owned and Syrian-led resolution to the 
conflict will be required to provide lasting relief to the suffering of the Syrian people. UN Spe-
cial Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura is leading political negotiations to end the conflict based 
on the 2012 Geneva Communique and UN Security Council resolution 2254. Ireland and the 
EU fully support this process. The EU provides direct assistance to the UN-led Geneva peace 
talks and has launched, in coordination with the UN, an initiative to develop political dialogue 
with key actors from the region to identify common ground. 

Since 2012, Ireland has contributed over €95 million to the humanitarian response to the 
Syria crisis, including €25 million in 2017 alone. The EU and its Member States have to date 
mobilised more than €10.6 billion for humanitarian, stabilisation and resilience assistance in-
side Syria and in neighbouring countries, making the EU the largest single donor to the effort. 
The EU is hosting a further donors’ conference for Syria this week, and Ireland will use that 
opportunity to announce our pledge to the humanitarian effort in response to the Syria crisis in 
2018. 

24/04/2018WRD03400Brexit Staff

24/04/2018WRD03500101. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that there is a recruitment process in place in North-
ern Ireland for 18 new customs officers; if he has discussed this with the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland; if there are contingency plans in place to increase the recruitment of customs 
officers here; if so, the estimated number of custom officers required; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17546/18]

24/04/2018WRD03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the recruitment of UK Border Force officials, to which the Deputy refers.

There were specific concerns raised about the requirement for applicants to hold a British 
passport and whether this was in line with the spirit of the Good Friday Agreement which recog-
nises the birthright of all the people of Northern Ireland to identify themselves or be accepted as 
Irish, or British, or both.  These concerns were raised by my officials through the British Irish 
Intergovernmental Secretariat in Belfast.  I am aware that the Northern Ireland Equality Com-
mission had also intervened in the matter. I am pleased at the clarification that issued from the 
UK Home Office over the weekend indicating that this was an error and was being corrected.

The Government is continuing to work with the EU Taskforce and its EU27 partners with a 
view to achieving an orderly British withdrawal from the EU, including a transition period, as 
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well as agreeing a framework for an ambitious future relationship with the UK. In this regard, a 
Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland is an integral part of the draft Withdrawal Agreement. 
It is drafted to give legal effect to the commitments and guarantees provided in the EU-UK Joint 
Report of last December on avoiding a hard border and protecting the Good Friday Agreement 
in all its parts, including North South cooperation and rights. It also reflects the agreement 
reached on maintaining the Common Travel Area.  

In parallel, the Government’s wider contingency planning, coordinated by my Department, 
is also well advanced. Its focus is on the immediate regulatory and operational challenges which 
may be required in the context of Brexit. It assumes a trading relationship based on the default 
WTO rules, but also examines the possible effects on many other areas of concern. This work 
is therefore providing baseline scenarios for the impact of Brexit across all sectors, which can 
then be adapted as appropriate in light of developments in the EU-UK negotiations, including 
in regard to transition arrangements and the future relationship.

24/04/2018WRD03700European Council Meetings

24/04/2018WRD03800102. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will report on discussions at the recent EU Foreign Affairs Council on the prospects for the 
Iran nuclear deal in the event that the United States of America withdraws from the deal; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17590/18]

24/04/2018WRD03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): At 
the meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council on 16 April, which I attended, Ministers strongly 
underlined our continuing conviction that the nuclear agreement with Iran is an important and 
positive achievement, which has delivered significant gains and which should continue to be 
implemented by all parties. The ending of the agreement would represent a serious blow to both 
the cause of nuclear non-proliferation globally, and the stability of the Middle East region.

The EU and its Member States, including Ireland, will continue to make these views clear 
to the United States Government, and hope to persuade them not to walk away from the agree-
ment. 

24/04/2018WRD04000Foreign Policy

24/04/2018WRD04100103. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on the situation in Venezuela; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17591/18]

24/04/2018WRD04200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
situation in Venezuela continues to be a matter of serious concern to the Government.

Ireland and its EU partners have repeatedly called for concrete actions to ensure full respect 
for and the independence of Venezuela’s democratic institutions, notably through the holding 
of free and fair elections supervised by a balanced Electoral Council and involving independent 
international observation.

The Government of Venezuela has, however, unilaterally scheduled presidential, state and 
municipal elections for 20 May.  It is a matter of deep regret that these elections have been 
convened in the absence of agreement on either the electoral calendar or on the conditions for 
a credible and inclusive electoral process. 
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The ongoing political, economic, social, and humanitarian crises continue to have a pro-
foundly negative impact on the country and on the people of Venezuela.  The mass exodus of 
Venezuelan people from the country is continuing, with a consequent impact on neighbouring 
countries and concerns at the impact on regional stability. 

It was agreed at this month’s meeting of EU Foreign Ministers, which took place in Luxem-
bourg on 16 April, that EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs Federica Mogherini should 
issue a Declaration on behalf of the EU on the situation in Venezuela. 

The High Representative issued the Declaration on Thursday 19 April and the text of that 
Declaration, including an update on recent developments, is annexed to this reply for the Dep-
uty’s information. 

Ireland, as a member of the EU, fully subscribes to the views expressed in that statement.

I can assure the Deputy that the Government will, along with our EU partners, continue to 
closely monitor developments in Venezuela, particularly in the context of next month’s elec-
tions. 

ANNEX

Council of the EU - PRESS RELEASE  207/18  19/04/2018

Declaration by the High Representative on behalf of the EU on the situation in Ven-
ezuela

Recent developments in Venezuela are causing further polarisation and are preventing prog-
ress on the multiple crises that the country is facing.

The presidential elections are announced for 20 May, and will be held together with the 
election of the members of municipal and state assemblies.  We deeply regret that elections 
have been convened without a wide agreement on the electoral calendar nor on the conditions 
for a credible and inclusive electoral process. 

We also regret the continued existence of political prisoners and obstacles to limit the par-
ticipation of political parties and candidates. 

The recent decision of the National Electoral Council (CNE) to limit participation in local 
and regional elections to those parties that present candidates for the presidential elections is a 
further blow to the credibility of the process.  This will only exacerbate polarisation and create 
more obstacles to a peaceful political solution.

The European Union calls on the government to ensure free, transparent, and credible elec-
tions that allow the participation of all political parties under equal conditions; a balanced 
composition of the CNE; an agreed and viable electoral calendar and all technical guarantees 
necessary for elections to conform to international standards.  Such conditions are necessary to 
allow for full and independent international observations missions.

The European Union is fully committed to supporting Venezuela to find peaceful and demo-
cratic solutions and is ready to use all its instruments to support regional and international ef-
forts to that end.  In this context, the European Union will monitor closely the electoral process 
and related developments on the ground and stands ready to react through appropriate measures 
to any decision or action that might continue to undermine democracy, the rule of law and hu-
man rights situation in the country.

The European Union is also concerned and monitoring in close cooperation with the UN 
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and other international organisations, the social impact of the ongoing economic crisis that is 
seriously affecting the population, including many European citizens residing in the country, 
and leading to the current mass migration that creates challenges to host communities, particu-
larly Colombia and

Brazil, and regional stability. 

As announced by Commissioner Stylianides during his recent visit to the region, the EU 
will be providing assistance to those affected.

Press office - General Secretariat of the Council, Rue de la Loi 175 - B-1048 BRUSSELS 
- Tel.: +32 (0)2 281 6319, press.office@consilium.europa.eu - www.consilium.europa.eu/press

24/04/2018WRD04300EU Issues

24/04/2018WRD04400104. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will report on judicial reforms in Poland and efforts by the EU to address these reforms; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17592/18]

24/04/2018WRD04500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
European Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, 
equality, respect for human rights and the rule of law.

Dialogue has been ongoing between the European Commission and Poland regarding the 
rule of law since January 2016, when the Commission initiated its rule of law process following 
changes introduced by the Polish government to the functioning and composition of Poland’s 
Constitutional Tribunal.

The Commission issued further recommendations to Poland following a series of judicial 
reforms introduced by the Polish government. On 20 December 2017, the Commission pro-
posed to the Council to adopt a decision under Article 7(1) of the Treaty on European Union 
and adopted recommendations of actions for the Polish government to take.

The Polish government responded to the Commission on 20 March 2018. Dialogue is con-
tinuing between the Commission and the Polish government at various levels, including through 
a visit to Warsaw by First Vice President of the European Commission, Frans Timmermans, on 
9 April.

This issue was discussed by Ministers at the General Affairs Council in February, March, 
and April this year. At the Council’s meeting on 17 April, the Commission updated Ministers 
on the latest developments in its dialogue with the Polish authorities. A number of amendments 
have been introduced in the Polish Parliament to the Polish government’s judicial reforms. 
These and the Polish response of 20 March are being considered by the Commission.

Ireland has consistently stressed the importance of the rule of law and urged Poland and the 
Commission to reach a solution on this matter through dialogue. Speaking at the General Af-
fairs Council on 17 April, Minister for European Affairs, Helen McEntee T.D., reiterated this 
position and expressed the Government’s hope that outstanding concerns can be addressed in 
the near future.

Question No. 105 answered with Question No. 100.

24/04/2018WRD04700Diplomatic Passports
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24/04/2018WRD04800106. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of diplomatic passports issued; the criteria for such passports being issued; the number 
of such passports issued to spouses; the number of such passports issued to persons who have 
left Government service or are no longer public representatives that have not been returned; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17634/18]

24/04/2018WRD04900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Diplo-
matic passports are issued in accordance with the provisions of the Passports Act, 2008. Section 
16 of the Act makes particular provision for the issuance of diplomatic passports to persons who 
hold a diplomatic rank or to persons whom the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade considers 
it appropriate to issue such a passport in order to carry out their duties. Applications are only 
approved for individuals who are Irish citizens and can demonstrate that they require a passport 
for travel to undertake official business on behalf of the State.

Since January 1 2015, the Passport Service issued a total of 1,146 diplomatic passports. Of 
these, 134 were issued to spouses of existing diplomatic passport holders.  

Applicants for diplomatic passports must be in possession of (or have proof of application 
for) a valid, personal passport before their diplomatic passport application can be considered. 
The use of diplomatic passports is restricted to travel on official business.  Personal passports 
must be used for all other travel.

Individuals issued with a diplomatic passport who no longer qualify to hold such a passport 
are required to surrender it for cancellation. This requirement is clearly set out to the holders of 
diplomatic passports when the passport is issued. The validity of diplomatic passports is limited 
to a period of five years or, if shorter, to the anticipated period in which the holder will remain 
eligible to hold such a passport.  

The passport service is not aware of any diplomatic passports issued to persons who have 
left government service or are no longer public representatives which should have been re-
turned and have not been returned.

24/04/2018WRD05000Election Monitoring Missions

24/04/2018WRD05100107. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of the steps taken to replace the election observation roster established in 2013; 
the details of the application process for inclusion in the new roster and for missions arising; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17853/18]

24/04/2018WRD05200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade maintains a roster of observers for 
election monitoring missions. Irish observers participate primarily in missions organised by the 
European Union and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

Plans are well advanced for the establishment of a new roster.  A public call for applications 
is currently being finalised and is expected to be issued in the coming weeks. The call will be 
published on the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade website and on the Irish Aid website.  

A candidate information booklet setting out eligibility requirements and detailing the pro-
cess leading to the establishment of the roster will be published for the information of appli-
cants.  The process to appoint observers to the Election Observer Roster will be run in accor-
dance with best practice. 
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For each election observation mission, the EU or OSCE set out their specific requirements 
and, on the basis of expressions of interest from roster members, the Department draws up a 
list of applicants. In selecting nominees to be put forward, the specific criteria set by the EU 
or OSCE, including relevant local and regional experience, language proficiency, gender and 
length of time since serving on a mission, provide the main basis for decision-making. In many 
cases, the EU and OSCE also invite Member States to nominate new observers or observers 
with limited experience and this is also factored into the nomination process. Following consid-
eration of the applicants, a draft list of nominees is submitted for Ministerial approval.

Question No. 108 answered with Question No. 100.

24/04/2018WRE00200Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRE00300109. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the form, date and amount of all invoices issued to his Department by a company (details 
supplied) in each of the years 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17907/18]

24/04/2018WRE00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is responsible for two Votes - Vote 27 (International 
Co-operation) and Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade).  The Department has not received any 
invoices from, or made any payments to, the company referred to in the Question in the years 
2007 to 2017.

24/04/2018WRE00500Diplomatic Representation

24/04/2018WRE00600110. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 188 of 17 April 2018, the information he referred to from 
the OPCW investigation that had relevance to apportioning responsibility for the poisoning of 
persons (details supplied) to the Russian Government. [17984/18]

24/04/2018WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As 
the Deputy may be aware, the United Kingdom invited the Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) to independently verify their analysis of the toxic chemical used 
in the Salisbury attack.

The UK requested the assistance of the OPCW under Article VIII, Subparagraph 38(e) of 
the Chemical Weapons Convention, which provides for the Technical Secretariat to provide 
technical assistance and technical evaluation to States Parties in the implementation of the 
provisions of this Convention, including evaluation of scheduled and unscheduled chemicals.

Following the deployment of an expert team to the UK and subsequent analysis of samples, 
the OPCW confirmed the findings of the UK government relating to the identity of the toxic 
chemical used in the Salisbury attack. The OPCW was tasked with identifying the chemical, not 
with attributing its origin or ascertaining blame for the poisoning.

I would like to reiterate that the use of chemical weapons, including the use of any toxic 
chemicals as weapons, by anyone, anywhere, anytime, and under any circumstances is abso-
lutely unacceptable. The use of these weapons threatens to weaken the long-established univer-
sal norm against their use, while serving to embolden those who wish to undermine all that has 
been achieved since the establishment of the Chemical Weapons Convention.  

I fully support the work of the OPCW and recognise and greatly appreciate their continued 
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professionalism, integrity, expertise and tireless commitment to supporting the international 
community in our determination to ensure that the universal norm against the use of chemical 
weapons is upheld.

24/04/2018WRE00800Regulation of Lobbying

24/04/2018WRE00900111. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if under the lobbyist register it is expected that calls from lobbyists are recorded; if this is the 
practice in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17988/18]

24/04/2018WRE01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As 
the Deputy will be aware, the obligation to record and submit lobbying returns to the lobbying 
register rests with those carrying out lobbying activity, not with those who are lobbied, such as 
the Designated Public Officials of my Department.

While it is the case that Designated Public Officials of my Department have no formal ob-
ligation to make a record of telephone calls from lobbyists or others, they may decide that it is 
appropriate to do so in the course of their work.

24/04/2018WRE01100Northern Ireland

24/04/2018WRE01200112. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on the events he attended for the twentieth anniversary of the Good Friday 
Agreement; if he attended meetings surrounding same; and the status of the talks to reconvene 
the Northern Ireland Assembly. [16492/18]

24/04/2018WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): A num-
ber of events took place in Belfast around 10 April to mark the 20th anniversary of the signing 
of the Good Friday Agreement.

On 9 April, on behalf of the Government of Ireland, I hosted an evening event in Belfast’s 
Lyric Theatre to mark the anniversary. The event, called ‘A Further Shore’, was produced by 
Poetry Ireland and saw some of the island’s finest actors and musicians charting the journey 
through the years of the Troubles towards the achievement of the Agreement. An audience of 
some 400 people were in attendance and the event was livestreamed by RTÉ.

On 10 April, I gave the opening address at an anniversary event organised by Féile an Pho-
bail at St Mary’s University College in West Belfast. I later met with community representatives 
at the Skainos Centre in East Belfast before meeting the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland. 

In the afternoon of 10 April, I attended and spoke at an event in Queen’s University Belfast 
marking the anniversary together with many of those who participated in the negotiations. That 
evening, I was in the audience for Belfast City Council’s ceremony which recognised the cru-
cial involvement in the peace process of both former President Bill Clinton and Senator George 
Mitchell.

These anniversary events were an important opportunity to reflect on the achievement of the 
Good Friday Agreement, to honour those who worked so hard to build peace and reconciliation 
on these islands, and to remember all those who lost their lives during the tragic years of the 
Troubles. While looking back, the anniversary events were also an opportunity to review the 
progress that has been made and the challenges that remain. 
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Over the course of many months, the Irish and British Governments, as co-guarantors of 
the Good Friday Agreement, have worked tirelessly to support and facilitate the parties in their 
efforts to form an Executive. 

The devolved, power-sharing institutions of the Good Friday Agreement are the best means 
for achieving accountable, representative decision-making for all the people of Northern Ire-
land. 

Unfortunately, to date, it has not proved possible to reach an agreement on the formation of 
an Executive, despite intensive engagement.  In light of this, the Government has been working 
with the British Government to consider means by which we can support the political process, 
in accordance with the Agreement, in the period ahead.

The Taoiseach has spoken with Prime Minister May and emphasised the Government’s full 
commitment to the Good Friday Agreement, and our continuing determination to secure the ef-
fective operation of all of its institutions.

I remain in very regular contact with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Karen 
Bradley, whom I met in Belfast on 10 April and again in London on 16 April.  We spoke about 
the importance of the institutions of the Good Friday Agreement and reiterated that the best 
place for decisions on Northern Ireland to be made are the power-sharing devolved institutions.

The Good Friday Agreement is the indispensable framework for providing stable, inclu-
sive, power-sharing government for all the people of Northern Ireland and for sustaining our 
interlocking relationships – within Northern Ireland, on the island of Ireland and between the 
UK and Ireland. As co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement, both Governments have an 
obligation to uphold and protect the letter and spirit of that Agreement and we are continuing 
to work to that end.

24/04/2018WRE01400Northern Ireland

24/04/2018WRE01500113. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on the recent statement regarding the Loyalist Declaration of Transformation 
that was made recently. [16493/18]

24/04/2018WRE01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wel-
comed the Loyalist Declaration of Transformation issued on 9 April last, coinciding with the 
20th Anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement.  The leaders of loyalism played a crucial role 
in negotiating the Agreement and in winning the referendum that endorsed the Agreement, and 
their recent statement reaffirms their commitment to the principles of the Agreement and to the 
peace process.

I acknowledge and share the concerns, expressed by some since the statement was released, 
that there are communities that have not fully benefitted from the peace process even after 20 
years. In response to these concerns, I wish to reaffirm the Irish Government’s determination to 
work in partnership with the British Government and with representatives from all communities 
and sectors in Northern Ireland to foster greater reconciliation and progress.

I also welcome the clear and unequivocal rejection of criminal actions from within loyalism. 
Giving real effect to this declaration would make a major contribution towards the transforma-
tion of loyalist communities and would be a real enabler for the social, economic and political 
development of Northern Ireland as a whole.
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24/04/2018WRE01700Brexit Issues

24/04/2018WRE01800114. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the number of registered hauli-
ers that meet criteria as AEOs; and the measures and supports that have been put in place to 
increase the number in preparation for Brexit. [17509/18]

24/04/2018WRE01900115. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the preparations that have 
been made in the event that there is no agreement reached on Brexit and the authorised econom-
ic operator, AEO, and other authorisations for customs simplifications issued by the customs 
authorities of the United Kingdom are no longer valid in the customs territory of the European 
Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17393/18]

24/04/2018WRE02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 114 
and 115 together.

The concept of EU Authorised Economic Operator (AEO) has existed since 2008, and the 
legal basis for same is now reflected in the Union Customs Code (UCC) with its implementing 
and delegated Acts.

The AEO programme, which aims to enhance international supply chain security and to 
facilitate legitimate trade, is open to all supply chain actors. An AEO is an economic operator 
who is deemed reliable in the context of his or her customs related operations. There is no legal 
obligation for economic operators to become an AEO, it is a matter of choice for each operator 
based on their specific situation.

Under the UCC the status of AEO consists of different types of authorisations: AEO for 
Customs Simplifications (AEOC) and AEO for Security and Safety (AEOS). An economic op-
erator can apply for both.  The criteria for approval as an AEO are as follows:  

- Record of compliance with customs legislation and taxation rules, including no record of 
serious criminal offences relating to the economic activity of the applicant;  

- Demonstration of a high level of control of its operations by the applicant and of the flow 
of the goods, by means of a system of managing commercial and, where appropriate, transport 
records, which allows appropriate customs controls;  

- Proven financial solvency.

And depending on the type of AEO:

- Practical standards of competence or professional qualifications directly related to the 
activity carried out (AEOC); 

- Appropriate security and safety standards (AEOS).

Applications are assessed on a case by case basis. There is no fee for application, nor is there 
any required size or scale of business.

I am advised by Revenue that Authorised Economic Operator (AEO) status, and customs 
authorisations for simplifications, are normally granted by the customs authority of the Member 
State in which the trader is established and are automatically recognised in all Member States.  
While AEO status allows a holder to apply for simplifications in another Member State, the 
status is of most benefit in connection with the customs procedures of the country of residence 
of the AEO, significantly simplifying the process of import and export.  Thus some 89% of third 
country imports to Ireland are carried out by the 146 AEOs resident in Ireland and authorised 
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by Revenue.  Many of these AEOs are customs agents or carriers who take responsibility for 
import formalities on behalf of traders located in Ireland or abroad.

It is not possible to say in absence of an application how many registered hauliers would 
meet the criteria for authorisation as AEO.  Of the 146 economic operators currently holding 
AEO status in Ireland, some 65 are in the business of freight forwarding, transport and related 
businesses.  Revenue is aware, however, that the majority of hauliers have insignificant levels 
of business with countries outside the EU at the moment, and so they would derive little benefit 
from AEO status at present.

As part of the Government wide response to Brexit, Revenue is meeting with representa-
tives groups, including hauliers, and attending industry seminars to discuss the potential is-
sues resulting from Brexit. Revenue has advised businesses to examine the possible impacts of 
Brexit on their supply chains and to consider applying for one or more of the authorisations or 
simplifications available that best suit their business model.  

Advice and assistance on customs authorisations and simplifications is available on the 
Revenue website and Revenue will continue to engage with representative groups, taking ac-
count of developments in the ongoing EU-UK negotiations. 

24/04/2018WRE02200Tax Reliefs Abolition

24/04/2018WRE02300116. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Finance if the tax relief on union sub-
scriptions which was withdrawn in 2011 and failed to be reviewed in 2016 will be restored; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17411/18]

24/04/2018WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A review of the appropriate treatment 
for tax purposes of trade union subscriptions and professional body fees was carried out by my 
Department in 2016 and included in the 2016 report on tax expenditures published on budget 
day 2016. The review may be found at the following link:

(http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2017/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Report%202016_
final.pdf)

The review concluded that:

“...analysis of the scheme using the principles laid down by the Department’s Tax Expendi-
ture Guidelines shows that it fails to reach the evaluation threshold to warrant introduction in 
this manner. 

The reinstatement of this tax relief would have no justifiable policy rationale and does not 
express a defined policy objective. Given that individuals join trade unions largely for the well-
known benefits of membership, and the potential value of the relief to an individual would 
equate to just over €1 per week, this scheme would have little to no incentive effect on the 
numbers choosing to join. There is no specific market failure that needs to be addressed by such 
a scheme, and it would consist largely of deadweight.”

Given the conclusions of the review, I have no plans to reintroduce such a relief.

24/04/2018WRE02500Stamp Duty

24/04/2018WRE02600117. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance when a relief from stamp duty 
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will be available to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17499/18]

24/04/2018WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The stamp duty relief to which the 
Deputy is referring was introduced in Finance Act 2017, and provides for a reduced rate of 
stamp duty on certain farm consolidation transactions. This measure is subject to a commence-
ment order after a full consideration of any administrative or EU state-aid requirements.

For the relief to operate, there must be both a sale and a purchase of land within a period 
of 24 months of each other. Where other qualifying conditions are satisfied, stamp duty will be 
paid only to the extent that the value of the land that is purchased exceeds the value of the land 
that is sold. A reduced rate of 1% will be charged on the excess, if any, of the purchase value. If 
the sale takes place before the purchase, then relief will be given at the time of purchase. How-
ever, if the purchase takes place first, then stamp duty will have to be paid but can subsequently 
be refunded when the sale takes place. 

A number of qualifying conditions must be satisfied before the relief can apply. The most 
important condition is that Teagasc must issue a certificate stating that a sale and purchase or an 
exchange of farmland was made for farm consolidation purposes. This is the certificate that is 
currently required in relation to the capital gains tax relief available on farm consolidations. The 
criteria to be used by Teagasc for this purpose and the information to be supplied to Teagasc are 
contained in guidelines published by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

A purchaser of farmland must retain ownership of the farmland for a period of five years and 
must use the land for farming. Where any part of the land is disposed of before the end of this 
five-year holding period, the stamp duty relieved can subsequently be recovered by Revenue, 
or partly recovered as appropriate.

The measure will apply to all transactions which took place after on or after 1 January 2018 
and on or before 31 December 2020, so farmers who consolidate their holdings prior to the 
commencement of the relief, but within those dates, will still be eligible.

Consideration of the administrative and EU state-aid requirements arising is ongoing. 

24/04/2018WRE02800Central Bank of Ireland Investigations

24/04/2018WRE02900118. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number and nature of 
investigations the Central Bank has carried out with regard to overpricing or overcharging on 
commercial loans in the past ten years; the financial institutions involved; the result of such 
investigations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17503/18]

24/04/2018WRE03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
this can be considered both from the broader enforcement perspective and in terms of consumer 
protection. Both of these perspectives are outlined as follows. 

On the Enforcement side, the Central Bank operates an assertive risk based approach to 
supervision which is supported by a credible threat of enforcement. The Central Bank’s en-
forcement strategy is aimed at promoting principled and ethical behaviour in regulated entities 
and those that work in such entities. The Central Bank takes appropriate action where regulated 
entities and/or individuals fall short of those expected standards of behaviour. 

Since 2006, 118 cases have been concluded through the ASP/settlement procedure. This 
has resulted in the sum of €61,828,525 being imposed by way of monetary sanctions. Notable 
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cases involving issues of overcharging include the Administrative Sanctions Procedure (ASP) 
concluded by way of settlement in 2010 involving Allied Irish Banks as well as that concluded 
by way of settlement in 2011 concerning MBNA Europe Bank Limited. 

Public statements on the Central Bank’s settled ASP cases are available on the Central 
Bank’s website. 

In terms of consumer protection, errors by regulated financial services firms are monitored 
by the Central Bank through a number of supervisory tools, including its on-site inspection 
work and through the statutory requirement imposed on regulated firms to notify the Central 
Bank of certain errors within timeframes prescribed by the Consumer Protection Code 2012.  
All such errors, including, but not limited to those related to commercial loans that impact 
consumers, are thoroughly analysed and monitored by the Central Bank to ensure that they are 
fully resolved, with customers notified and refunded promptly, systems’ failures corrected and 
controls implemented to prevent a recurrence of the error.  

The Central Bank considers each error on its own merits, with the overarching objective 
of protecting consumers’ interests, including ensuring that they are not left out of pocket. Ex-
cluding the Tracker Mortgage Examination, the figures show that firms have returned €164 
million to consumers over the last four years following errors (this figure is not exclusive to 
errors related to consumer loans). Of this, firms identified and reported €75 million, while the 
Central Bank identified €89 million through its own supervisory activity.  The Central Bank 
publishes details of this supervisory work in its Annual Performance Statements (APS).  For 
example, the APS 2016 – 2017 includes a breakdown of consumer restitution across a number 
of categories of financial institutions – see page 21 for relevant details (available at the follow-
ing link):https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/publications/annual-performance-
statement/annual-performance-statement-2016-2017.pdf?sfvrsn=2). 

24/04/2018WRE03100Tax Data

24/04/2018WRE03200119. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of penalty pay-
ments received by the Revenue Commissioners in each of the years 2011 to 2017, by source in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17549/18]

24/04/2018WRE03300120. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of interest re-
ceived by the Revenue Commissioners in each of the years 2011 to 2017, by source in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17550/18]

24/04/2018WRE03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 119 
and 120 together.

I am advised by Revenue that it strongly encourages timely compliance and engagement 
by taxpayers towards paying the right amount of tax at the right time and meeting their return 
filing obligations.  In that way, taxpayers avoid any exposure to penalties or interest for late or 
non-compliance.

Revenue has confirmed that the levying of interest on late payment of tax is a statutory 
charge that must be factored into any phased payment agreement or debt collection/enforce-
ment action.  I am satisfied that collection of interest by Revenue is a key element in reflecting 
the value of money forgone by the Exchequer where a taxpayer does not pay what is due on 
time and is also vital in supporting the efforts of the vast majority of taxpayers who are volun-
tarily and fully compliant.
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The number of penalty payments received and the amounts of interest charged/collected by 
Revenue for the years 2011 to 2017 inclusive are set out in the following tables.  Both interest 
and penalty payments received were charged and collected as part of Revenue’s risk manage-
ment intervention and late filing/non filing programmes.

Interest Collected

2011
€m

2012
€m

2013
€m

2014
€m

2015
€m

2016
€m

2017
€m

83.09 62.93 92.35 87.53 100.76 91.06 81.26
Number of Penalty Payments

Note: A taxpayer may make numerous individual payments in respect of a single penalty

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
15,726 15,492 20,277 21,721 24,615 27,566 29,662

24/04/2018WRE03600Budget 2018

24/04/2018WRE03700121. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the annual carry forward 
for 2019 and beyond for tax measures and expenditure measures, respectively, announced in 
budget 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17666/18]

24/04/2018WRE03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The carryover cost in 2019 of tax mea-
sures introduced in Budget 2018 is estimated to be of the order of €14 million. It is important 
to point out that the exact impact of carryover will be reviewed as part of the normal Budgetary 
process, as there are several moving parts to be considered, such as economic growth, take up 
of various schemes and specific tax relevant factors, which could impact on the expected return 
from the measures introduced.

The carryover impact of Budget 2018 current expenditure measures, as published in Expen-
diture Report 2018, is an additional cost of €192m arising in 2019 from the carryover impact of 
certain Budget 2018 expenditure measures

24/04/2018WRE03900Fiscal Data

24/04/2018WRE04000122. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a convergence margin 
will apply in the calculation of net fiscal space for 2019 as a result of Ireland potentially not 
meeting its MTO in 2018 as stated in the stability programme update 2018; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17703/18]

24/04/2018WRE04100128. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated impact on fiscal 
space in 2019 and beyond of a failure to reach the medium term objective in 2018, in legal and 
accounting terms in tabular form with the fiscal space in 2019 and beyond in such a situation. 
[17755/18]

24/04/2018WRE04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 122 
and 128 together.

Assessment of compliance with the fiscal rules and, in particular, whether the MTO is 
achieved is undertaken by the European Commission on the basis of its Spring Economic fore-
casts.  These will be published in early-May.  
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So I will return to this issue in the Summer Economic Statement.  

Finally, as I have stated on numerous occasions, the Government will formulate budget 
policy based on what is right for the economy, and will not adopt pro-cyclical policies that 
jeopardise the sustainability of our public finances and our future living standards.  

24/04/2018WRE04300Stability Programme Data

24/04/2018WRE04400123. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason the risk of har-
monised European corporation tax and harmonised European digital tax has not been specifi-
cally included in the Table 19 fiscal risk assessment matrix in the stability programme update 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17704/18]

24/04/2018WRE04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Table 19 in the Stability Programme 
Update identifies areas which potentially have a negative impact on the fiscal position of the 
State. It is considered that concentration of receipts from a relatively small number of taxpayers 
represents a medium level risk arising from corporation taxation.

Tax files at EU level are subject to unanimous agreement of all Member States, including 
Ireland.  A harmonised EU corporation tax or a harmonised EU digital tax could not be intro-
duced without Ireland’s support.

Nevertheless, we continue to engage constructively on discussion regarding a common con-
solidated corporate tax base and on the taxation of digital economy. 

By its nature, the common corporate tax base is a complex and detailed proposal and Mem-
ber States need to fully analyse and consider its potential impact on national tax systems.  Mem-
ber States are discussing and debating the various aspects of the proposal in the relevant tax 
working parties.  These discussions at a relatively early stage and much more technical consid-
eration and discussion is needed.

Similarly, Ireland will continue to actively engage with work in the area of the digital econ-
omy at both OECD and EU level.  We believe that any reforms in this area must ultimately be 
globally agreed, evidence based, sustainable in the long run and focused on ensuring the align-
ment of taxing rights with the location of real substantive value creating activity. 

24/04/2018WRE04600Inflation Rate

24/04/2018WRE04700124. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the consumer price index 
has been broken down by composition (details supplied); if the price changes have been tracked 
along those lines; the result of the conclusion of such analysis; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17705/18]

24/04/2018WRE04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Inflation in Ireland has been subdued 
for several years. For example, on a Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices (HICP) basis, 2017 
was the fifth consecutive year of inflation below 1 per cent. This phenomenon is not restricted 
to Ireland. Low inflation has been a feature of advanced economies in recent years. However, 
in 2017, inflation on a HICP basis across the euro area accelerated to 1.5 per cent, from 0.2 per 
cent in 2016.

This acceleration did not occur in Ireland, with inflation on a HICP basis averaging just 0.3 
per cent in 2017. The divergence between inflation in the euro area and Ireland can in part be 
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attributed to the impact of euro-sterling appreciation on consumer prices in Ireland. In turn this 
reflects the importance of the UK as a source of imports of consumer products.

While average inflation is low, that masks considerable variation across the components 
which make up the index. For example, the price of goods is declining. In 2017, goods inflation 
averaged -2.1 per cent. The decline in goods is driven by declining prices for non-energy in-
dustrial goods and food. In contrast, energy prices increased on average by 4 per cent last year.

While goods prices on the whole are falling, those for services are increasing. For example, 
services inflation averaged 2.5 per cent last year. One important factor driving the increase in 
services inflation is strong growth in rent prices. Rent inflation averaged 6.7 per cent last year, 
a moderation from the 8.7 per cent increase in 2016.

While inflation is not categorised by the CSO or Eurostat into discretionary or non-dis-
cretionary elements, both institutions publish detailed inflation data at a sub-component level 
according to the United Nations (UN) Classification of Individual Consumption by Purpose 
(COICOP).  

24/04/2018WRE04900Departmental Bodies Establishment

24/04/2018WRE05000125. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications 
received for the home building finance Ireland scheme; the number of successful applicants; the 
amount issued to date; the interest rate applied; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17750/18]

24/04/2018WRE05100126. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the number of NAMA staff 
transferred to home building finance Ireland to date; the estimated operating costs of home 
building finance Ireland in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17751/18]

24/04/2018WRE05200127. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the targeted amount of 
homes due to be built under home building finance Ireland financing; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17752/18]

24/04/2018WRE05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 125, 
126 and 127 together.

In my Budget speech on 10 October 2017, I announced a proposal to establish a new dedi-
cated fund, Home Building Finance Ireland (‘HBFI’) to provide funding on market terms to 
viable residential development projects whose owners are experiencing difficulty in obtaining 
debt funding. 

In answering the Deputy’s questions it is first necessary to recognise that Home Building Fi-
nance Ireland (HBFI) is in the process of being established. The draft scheme of the HBFI Bill 
was approved by Cabinet at the end of January and drafting is currently being undertaken by 
the Office of Parliamentary Counsel in conjunction with my officials. It is expected that the Bill 
will be published shortly and I am hopeful that the Oireachtas will be in a position to pass the 
HBFI Bill in the first half of 2018, with a view to HBFI commencing operations later in 2018. 
The passage of legislation establishing HBFI is a priority for the Government.

While HBFI will be an independent legal entity established under the Companies Act 2014, 
in order to ensure that the fund is established in the most efficient manner possible it is proposed 
that HBFI will harness the considerable expertise and skills amassed through NAMA’s exist-
ing residential funding programme. It is envisaged that this will be achieved by enabling the 
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NTMA to allocate current NAMA staff with the relevant skills and experience to HBFI where 
appropriate and subject to the need to ensure that achievement of NAMA’s own statutory ob-
jectives is not adversely affected. The allocation of NAMA staff will be commensurate to the 
level of demand for lending from developers and staff will only be assigned where the skills and 
experience match those that are sought by the Board of HBFI. However as HBFI’s establish-
ing legislation has not yet been enacted it follows that no NAMA staff have been transferred to 
HBFI to date.

Officials in my Department have been engaging with stakeholders including the Construc-
tion Industry Federation and other market participants who welcome the proposed scheme. 
Formal applications for funding will commence once the entity is up and running later this year. 
While it will ultimately be up to the Board of HBFI, when it is constituted, to determine the 
terms and conditions of the fund’s lending, the success of an application will depend on, inter 
alia, the risk profile of each project, the quality of collateral and the creditworthiness of the bor-
rower. In order to comply with EU State aid rules, lending will be provided at market equivalent 
rates and will not constitute subsidised funding for residential developers.

Once HBFI is established it is estimated that the fund’s proposed allocation of €750m could 
have capacity to fund about 6,000 homes in the coming years. This delivery estimate is based 
on an assumed delivery cost of €250,000 per unit and an assumption that HBFI would recycle 
the allocated funding once over an estimated three year time horizon. The current estimated 
shortfall in residential supply is 15,000 – 20,000 units per annum and, accordingly, HBFI, with 
an annual average delivery of 2,000 homes, could help reduce this shortfall by about 10%.

 HBFI’s operating costs will include salary costs, the cost of providing legal, financial re-
porting and other services in addition to loan servicing costs, audit fees, Board fees, office ac-
commodation and systems costs. While it is too early to estimate operating costs in advance of 
a business plan which has been endorsed by the future Board of HBFI, it is envisaged that these 
costs will be commensurate with those of NAMA’s residential funding programme and costs 
typically incurred by other market participants.

Question No. 128 answered with Question No. 122.

24/04/2018WRF00300Fiscal Data

24/04/2018WRF00400129. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance the progress he and his officials 
have made on examining the impact of the EUROSTAT reclassification of tier 3 AHBs to be-
come part of the local government subsector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17858/18]

24/04/2018WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since the decision by the Central Sta-
tistics Office to reclassify 15 Approved Housing Bodies as part of the local government sector, 
i.e. within the general government, my officials have engaged with these bodies in order to ob-
tain the required inputs to compile the fiscal forecasts for the period 2018 - 2021.  These figures 
are reflected in the Stability Programme Update 2018.

For 2018, the practical implication of this is to raise the general government debt by circa 
€100 million (0.03 per cent of GDP) and to increase the general government deficit by €470 
million (0.15 per cent of GDP).

24/04/2018WRF00600Departmental Expenditure
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24/04/2018WRF00700130. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the form, date and 
amount of all invoices issued to his Department by a company (details supplied) in each of the 
years 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17906/18]

24/04/2018WRF00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): No invoices were received by my De-
partment from Heneghan PR in the years 2007 to 2017.

24/04/2018WRF00900European Investment Bank Loans

24/04/2018WRF01000131. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Finance the average interest rate ap-
plying to EIB loans initiated in each of the years 2016 and 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17940/18]

24/04/2018WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am responding on the basis that the 
Deputy is seeking information on the average cost of lending from the European Investment 
Bank (EIB) to the Irish Exchequer.  

The National Development Finance Agency (NDFA), which is part of the National Treasury 
Management Agency, has informed me that the total amount of Exchequer borrowing from the 
EIB since the start of 2016 is €430 million.  All of this funding was drawn down during 2016. 

The weighted average interest on these loans is 0.8% per annum and the original weighted 
average term is just under 15 years.  

The EIB has also committed to lend €490 million to the Exchequer to support the construc-
tion of the new Children’s Hospital in Dublin. These funds have not yet been drawn down. 

24/04/2018WRF01200Tax Reliefs Data

24/04/2018WRF01300132. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of an application 
by a person (details supplied) for principal private residence relief in respect of the sale of a 
property. [17954/18]

24/04/2018WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that Principal 
Private Residence (PPR) relief applies to a gain on the sale of a property which was occupied 
by the vendor as his/her main residence.

In regard to the specific case, Revenue has already engaged with the person’s tax agent and 
advised that a claim for PPR relief should be made on the Capital Gains Tax return form (CG1). 
Once the return is filed the person’s claim will be reviewed in accordance with the standard 
rules for self-assessment.

Revenue has assured me that once the return is filed the person’s entitlement to PPR relief 
will be determined as quickly as possible. 

24/04/2018WRF01500VAT Rate Application

24/04/2018WRF01600133. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the application 
of VAT to a product (details supplied); and if a reduced rate or zero rate of VAT can be applied 
to the product without impacting the VAT treatment of other classes of products. [17955/18]
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24/04/2018WRF01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the VAT rating of goods and services is subject to EU VAT law, with which Irish 
VAT law must comply.  The EU VAT Directive provides that Member States may apply either 
one or two reduced rates to certain goods and services listed in Annex III of the Directive, in-
cluding the supply of goods and services intended for use in agricultural production. Ireland 
currently operates two lower rates of VAT, 13.5% and 9%, as permitted by the EU VAT Direc-
tive.  In addition, the VAT Directive allows for historic VAT treatment to be maintained under 
certain conditions and Ireland had retained the application of the zero rate of VAT on certain 
goods and services but is prohibited from extending or applying this rate to other goods or ser-
vices such as plastic for wrapping silage bales or silage making.

Currently, under Irish legislation, the standard rate of VAT, 23%, applies to the supply of 
plastic for wrapping silage bales (supply of a good) and the reduced rate of VAT, 13.5%, where 
the wrapping is supplied in the course of the agricultural service of silage making (supply of 
a service).  VAT on wrapping for silage bales can be recovered by VAT registered agricultural 
contractors, who in turn charge VAT at 13.5% on the supply of their silage making services to 
farmers.  VAT registered farmers are entitled to recover this and other VAT borne on their input 
costs, while flat rate farmers are compensated for the VAT borne on their input costs through the 
flat rate addition applied to their supplies.  The VAT borne on silage making and other expenses 
associated with agricultural production are included in calculating the amount of the flat rate 
addition each year. 

24/04/2018WRF01800Economic and Monetary Union

24/04/2018WRF01900134. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the discus-
sions at EU level regarding the European Monetary Fund; and his views regarding Chancellor 
Merkel’s comments on same. [17683/18]

24/04/2018WRF02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The European Commission published a 
package of measures on the Future of the Economic and Monetary Union on 6 December 2017.  
Among them was a proposal on the possible creation of an European Monetary Fund (EMF).  
This follows on from the Commission’s Reflection Paper on the Deepening of the Economic 
and Monetary Union (EMU), which was published on 31 May 2017, as part of a series of reflec-
tion papers on the Future of Europe. 

The Commission’s proposal provides for the transformation of the intergovernmental ESM 
to an EMF which would be incorporated into the Union legal framework.

Following the Euro Summit, which took place on 15 December, Finance Ministers were 
mandated to work on Economic and Monetary Union, and in particular on completing the re-
maining elements of Banking Union and on the development of the ESM, in preparation for the 
June European Council. As the Deputy will be aware, discussions have been ongoing. 

The ECOFIN Council/Eurogroup meetings since then have allowed me to discuss this con-
cept with my European counterparts. I have contributed to a paper on EMU, alongside the Fi-
nance Ministers of Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, the Netherlands and Sweden. 
We see this as an important step.  It sets out a number of common values, including that “the 
ESM should be strengthened and possibly developed into a European Monetary Fund”.  While 
the ESM should have greater responsibility for the development and monitoring of financial 
assistance programmes, decision making should remain firmly in the hands of Member States 
and the current voting structure as fostered by its intergovernmental nature should be retained.  
Work by Finance Ministers on this topic will continue over the coming months, to facilitate 
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discussion by Heads of State or Government in June.

24/04/2018WRF02100Regulation of Lobbying

24/04/2018WRF02200135. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance if under the lobbyist register it is 
expected that calls from lobbyists are recorded; if this is the practice in his Department; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17987/18]

24/04/2018WRF02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that the 
Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 provides for the establishment and maintenance of a pub-
licly accessible register of lobbying.  Responsibility for the implementation of the Lobbying 
Act 2015 rests with the Standards in Public Office (Standards Commission).  The Standards 
Commission oversees the implementation of the register, monitors compliance with the Act, 
provides guidance and assistance and where necessary investigates and pursues breaches of 
legal requirements.

The Act provides that if a person who falls within the scope of the Act communicates with 
a Designated Public Official about a ‘relevant matter’, it is lobbying.  The Deputy may wish to 
note that Section 5 of the Act provides that ‘relevant communications’ means communications, 
whether written or oral, other than those communications which are explicitly exempted by the 
Act.  The Deputy will be aware that it is the lobbyists who are required to make returns to the 
Standards Commission, details of which are available on www.lobbying.ie.   

The Deputy may also wish to note that my Department’s internal ‘Regulation of Lobbying 
Act 2015’ policy document provides that it is best practice that a minute of meetings with ex-
ternal bodies is recorded and that the Department’s Compliance unit monitors the returns made 
on the Lobbying Register to ensure that the communication took place, that a record is held in 
relation to a meeting with a lobbyist, and that the communication was with a Designated Public 
Official.  

24/04/2018WRF02400Forensic Science Ireland Laboratory

24/04/2018WRF02500136. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 353 of 27 February 2018, the status of the project; when revised 
tenders will issue for the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17476/18]

24/04/2018WRF02600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Enabling Works contract for the Forensic Science Ireland laboratory is 
presently on site and will be completed this month. This work includes site services, security 
and building foundations. The Main Contract will follow. 

Due to recent changes in international forensic laboratory standards, it was necessary to add 
further information to the Main Contract tender documentation. Forensic Science Ireland and 
the Office of Public Works are currently examining the issues involved, which relate primarily 
to laboratory interior finishes and mechanical and electrical specification requirements. 

Once this examination has been completed the OPW will review all tender documentation 
and intends to re-issue a complete set of documents to contractors by the end of Q2 2018. Fol-
lowing tender submissions and there evaluation it is expected that Main Contract construction 
will commence in Q1 2019.
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24/04/2018WRF02700Public Expenditure Policy

24/04/2018WRF02800137. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if the financial control procedures, procurement protocols and Civil Service rules on the use of 
public resources allow Departments of State and State agencies disburse public moneys and 
Exchequer funds voted by Dáil Éireann on achieving objectives of which Dáil Éireann formally 
and expressly disapproves; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17653/18]

24/04/2018WRF02900138. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if the financial control procedures, procurement protocols and Civil Service rules on the use of 
public resources allow Departments of State and State agencies disburse public moneys and 
Exchequer funds voted by Dáil Éireann on achieving the objectives of an Oireachtas Joint Com-
mittee after public hearings have expressly recommended should not proceed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17654/18]

24/04/2018WRF03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 137 and 138 together.

Public moneys may be appropriated only on the authority of Dáil Éireann and the Dáil may 
not vote money unless requested to do so by the Government under Article 17.2 of the Consti-
tution. 

The appropriation accounts showing the financial transactions of Government Departments 
and Vote Holding Offices, are prepared in accordance with the Exchequer and Audit Depart-
ments Act 1866 (as amended by the Comptroller and Auditor General (Amendment) Act 1993) 
and with accounting rules and procedures laid down by the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform.

After the end of each financial year, each Department or Office with a Vote in the Appropria-
tion Act is required – under Section 22 of the Exchequer and Audit Departments Act, 1866, as 
amended by the Comptroller and Auditor General (Amendment) Act, 1993 to prepare an ac-
count, known as the appropriation account, in respect of each supply grant administered by it 
for submission to the Comptroller and Auditor General. 

The statutory requirement is for the appropriation account to provide details of outturn (i.e. 
actual payments made and receipts brought to account) against the Estimate provision. 

The layout of the Appropriation Account, showing outturn against estimate, follows Parts 
I and II of the relevant Estimate.  The purpose of this part of the account is to show that the 
expenditure recorded has been devoted to the purposes intended by the Dáil.

The subheads of a Vote set out the detailed allocations of all the expenditure on programmes 
and services within the ambit of the Vote, and are the headings under which the Department is 
required to account for the expenditure in its appropriation account.  Managing the delivery of 
public services within budgetary allocations is a key responsibility of every Department and 
Minister throughout the financial year.  There are important measures in place to ensure that 
budgetary targets are being met.  There is regular reporting to Government on expenditure lev-
els and my own Department is in regular contact with all Departments and Offices to ensure 
that expenditure is being managed within the overall fiscal parameters.  Expenditure profiles 
are published for each month, and the drawdown of funds from the Exchequer is monitored and 
reported on against these profiles on a monthly basis in the Exchequer Statement. 

Public procurement rules cover the acquisition, whether under formal contract or not, of 
works, supplies and services by public bodies. National rules governing public procurement 
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must comply with the relevant EU, WTO and national legal requirements and obligations. The 
aim of European and national rules is to promote an open, competitive and non-discriminatory 
public procurement regime which delivers best value for money.  The issue of expenditure al-
location or indeed whether expenditure has been sanctioned in an appropriate manner takes 
place before the procurement process is initiated and is therefore outside the scope of public 
procurement rules.

24/04/2018WRF03200Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

24/04/2018WRF03300139. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when he 
will meet with community employment supervisors and their trade union representatives to re-
solve the ongoing issues regarding their pension scheme; the reason there has been an apparent 
lack of willingness to fully honour the 2008 Labour Court recommendation on this matter; and 
the estimated annual costings for honouring the terms of that recommendation fully. [17869/18]

24/04/2018WRF03400157. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his plans to address the issue of a pension scheme for community employment supervisors (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17935/18]

24/04/2018WRF03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 139 and 157 together.

I refer the Deputy to my responses to PQ 54985/17 of 16 January 2018 and PQ 13684/18 of 
27 March 2018.

24/04/2018WRF03600Office of Public Works Projects

24/04/2018WRF03700140. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
plans of the Office of Public Works to carry out conservation and restoration works at a location 
(details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17420/18]

24/04/2018WRF03800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Rock of Dunamaise is a National Monument in State ownership and is 
maintained by the Office of Public Works.   Currently, the site is in good conservation order and 
no works, apart from general maintenance are planned.

The site is open to the public and holds a potential for greater visitor and tourism engage-
ment.   Discussions have taken place between Laois Co. Council, the Department of Culture 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht and the OPW to assess how best this potential can be addressed in 
a sustainable way.

24/04/2018WRF03900Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme Applications

24/04/2018WRF04000141. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 596 of 22 March 2018, if an application has been lodged under 
the OPW minor flood mitigation works and coastal protection scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17482/18]

24/04/2018WRF04100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I have been advised that the Office of Public Works has not received an ap-
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plication from Kildare County Council under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal 
Protection scheme for the area mentioned in the Deputy’s question.

24/04/2018WRF04200Health and Safety Regulations

24/04/2018WRF04300142. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
specifications of the glass blocks used in cells and holding cells in buildings (details supplied); 
his views on whether the glass blocks used may be in breach of health and safety regulations; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17555/18]

24/04/2018WRF04400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The cell windows used by the Office of Public Works are a composite con-
struction made up of three components, namely concrete, glass block and a protective covering 
layer.  The performance of the cell windows depends on all three components working together 
and not just one single component of its makeup.  The composite construction of the cell win-
dows mentioned in the Deputy’s PQ does not breach Safety & Health Regulations.

24/04/2018WRF04500Capital Expenditure Programme

24/04/2018WRF04600143. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform  the 
capital funding that has been signed off by him, his Department or bodies under its aegis for 
projects in Waterford City and County Council for 2018, 2019 and 2020, by project and amount; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17638/18]

24/04/2018WRF04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): While my 
role involves the allocation of capital funding to Departments within which their capital in-
vestment programmes are funded, I have no direct role in signing off on individual projects in 
Waterford City or County Council and so would not have access to the information requested 
by the Deputy. 

The OPW may have a number of capital projects underway in Waterford and will reply di-
rectly to the Deputy with details of these.

24/04/2018WRF04800Public Expenditure Data

24/04/2018WRF04900144. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform  
if he will publish a schedule of those instances, other than the restructuring of Citizens Infor-
mation services and MABS by the Citizens Information Board, in which his Department and 
agencies under its aegis are committed to disbursing Exchequer funds to advance projects of 
which Dáil Éireann has formally expressed disapproval (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17662/18]

24/04/2018WRF05000145. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform  
if he will publish a schedule of those instances, other than the restructuring of Citizens Informa-
tion services and MABS by the Citizens Information Board, in which his Department and agen-
cies under its aegis are committed to disbursing Exchequer funds in circumstances in which an 
Oireachtas Joint Committee has specifically recommended that the project in question does not 
proceed (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17663/18]

24/04/2018WRF05100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
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take Questions Nos. 144 and 145 together.

The Deputy will be aware that CIB and MABs are under the aegis of the Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

In terms of my own Department and the bodies under its aegis, the Dáil allocates monies to 
them through the annual Estimates process.  The allocations approved by the Oireachtas enable 
them to deliver the public services for which they have been given responsibility.

More generally, each Minister and their Departments are responsible for the effective man-
agement of the delivery of public services within the budgetary allocations assigned to them 
by the Estimates process as approved by the Dáil.  My Department is in regular contact during 
the year with all other Government Departments and Offices to ensure that expenditure is being 
managed within the overall fiscal parameters approved by the Oireachtas.

24/04/2018WRF05300Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

24/04/2018WRF05400146. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a date 
has been scheduled for a meeting to discuss with unions the outcome of the high level forum in 
respect of providing a pension for community employment supervisors; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17693/18]

24/04/2018WRF05500151. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
he will meet with representatives of community employment supervisors. [17867/18]

24/04/2018WRF05600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 146 and 151 together.

I refer the Deputy to my response to PQ 13684/18 of 27 March 2018.

24/04/2018WRG00200Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

24/04/2018WRG00300147. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
paper outlining costs that was presented at the high level forum on 23 November 2017 relating 
to a pension scheme for community employment supervisors has been published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17694/18]

24/04/2018WRG00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The paper in 
question has not as yet been published.

24/04/2018WRG00425Coastal Erosion

24/04/2018WRG00450148. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
necessary financial assistance will be provided to Fingal County Council to tackle the alarming 
rate of coastal erosion that is occurring at The Burrow, Portrane, County Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17716/18]

24/04/2018WRG00475Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I fully appreciate the serious concerns of the local people in relation to the 
problem of erosion at Portrane. I have visited the area and seen the problem at first hand.  While 
addressing the problem is a matter for Fingal County Council (FCC), the Office of Public 
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Works  (OPW)  is working with the Council to assist it in finding a proper long term solution to 
the problems at Portrane.

The key objective is for FCC and its engineering advisers, following a full assessment of 
the situation, to develop and implement an effective management plan to address the erosion 
issues at Portrane.

On 16th March 2018, my officials met with FCC where this issue was discussed.  Follow-
ing this meeting the Council with its engineering advisers is working to finalise its assessment 
with a view preparing a management plan which will include workable near term measures to 
address the problem and a sustainable long term solution.  

Any viable solution identified may be undertaken by the local authority using its own re-
sources or, if necessary, through funding under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 
Coastal Protection Scheme on application by FCC.

24/04/2018WRG00481Coastal Erosion

24/04/2018WRG00487149. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the preparation of a national coastal erosion strategy or plan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17717/18]

24/04/2018WRG00493Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is not responsible for the preparation of a 
national coastal erosion strategy or plan. 

The OPW has undertaken a national assessment of coastal erosion (including erosion rates) 
under the Irish Coastal Protection Strategy Study (ICPSS) and the results of this study have 
been published on the OPW website. This Study assists Local Authorities (LA’s) to meet their 
statutory obligations in relation to coastal erosion and to develop appropriate plans and strate-
gies for the sustainable management of the coastline in their counties.  

The LA’s may carry out coastal erosion works using their own resources. Where coastal ero-
sion could give rise to a coastal flood risk, the OPW operates the Minor Flood Mitigation Works 
and Coastal Protection Scheme, under which applications for funding from LA’s are considered 
for measures costing up to €750,000 in each instance. In that context, funding for coastal ero-
sion risk management studies may also be applied for under this scheme. Funding of up to 90% 
of the cost is available for projects which meet the eligibility criteria including a requirement 
that the proposed measures are cost beneficial. 

The OPW has published guidelines for coastal erosion risk management measures and 
funding applications under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme, 
available on the OPW website. 

I will next week be announcing the Flood Risk Management Plans with the proposed mea-
sures to protect 90 coastal communities from their assessed flood risk, in the coming years. 
These Flood Risk Management Plans were developed through the OPW’s Catchment Flood 
Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme.

24/04/2018WRG00500Flood Relief Schemes

24/04/2018WRG00600150. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the steps 
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he will take to address the issue of flooding at the R551 road at Ballyheigue, County Kerry 
(details supplied). [17833/18]

24/04/2018WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Local flooding issues are, in the first instance, a matter for each local authority 
to investigate and address.

The Office of Public Works (OPW) carries out a programme of Arterial Drainage Main-
tenance to a total of 11,500 km of river channel and approximately 730 km of embankments 
nationally. These maintenance works relate to arterial drainage schemes completed by the OPW 
under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995. The OPW has a statutory duty to maintain 
the completed schemes in proper repair and effective condition. Maintenance of all drainage 
schemes carried out under earlier Acts, known as Drainage Districts, is the responsibility of the 
relevant Local Authority.

The area mentioned in the deputy’s question Akeragh Lough Drainage District is a Drainage 
District and it is the responsibility of Kerry County Council (KCC) to maintain all channels and 
structures in this scheme in good repair and working order.  The OPW has no responsibility for 
the maintenance of the drainage network in this area.

In relation to coastal erosion and flooding, it is the responsibility of KCC to assess the local 
erosion problems in this area and to develop and implement a management plan and any viable 
measures to address the erosion issues there.

KCC applied for and was approved funding of €150,000 in March 2018 under the Office 
of Public Works’ Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme to carry out 
a Coastal Erosion Risk Management Study of Ballyheigue as part of the Ballyheigue-Banna-
Carrahare and Brandon Bay Maherees study. 

A single study was approved given the proximity of these locations.  The final study extent 
will be updated and agreed in advance with OPW.

KCC is currently progressing this study.

Question No. 151 answered with Question No. 146.

24/04/2018WRG00900Public Procurement Regulations

24/04/2018WRG01000152. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the pro-
cess of establishing a framework under which service providers provide a range of third party 
investigations and recipient services to public bodies seeking to meet their obligations under the 
Data Protection Acts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17894/18]

24/04/2018WRG01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Procurement 
is a key element of the Government’s Reform agenda. The Office of Government Procurement 
(OGP) was established to drive the reform agenda, adopt a strategic approach to public procure-
ment, leverage the State’s spending power and deliver savings for the State.

Framework agreements are one of a number of ways in which the OGP engages with the 
market to achieve value for money in the delivery of much-needed public goods and services.  
Framework agreements are established through competitive procurement processes and are 
agreements with suppliers or service providers which set out terms and conditions under which 
specific contracts can be made during the term of the agreement. 
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There is ongoing engagement between the OGP and our public sector clients so that the 
necessary contracts and frameworks are put in place to meet their requirements.   

The OGP has not been asked to provide a framework under which service providers provide 
a range of third party investigations and recipient services to public bodies seeking to meet their 
obligations under the Data Protection Acts

There is, however, a Framework Agreement for Receipt and Investigation of Protected Dis-
closures which was established this month.  This framework includes service providers that can 
provide third party investigative and recipient services to public bodies seeking to meet their 
obligations under the Protected Disclosures Act 2014.

24/04/2018WRG01200Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRG01300153. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the form, date and amount of all invoices issued to his Department by a company (details sup-
plied) in each of the years 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17911/18]

24/04/2018WRG01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since it was 
established in 2011, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has not received any in-
voices from the company in question.

24/04/2018WRG01500Public Sector Pensions Data

24/04/2018WRG01600154. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
schedule to fully restore the pensions of retired public servants having regard to previous de-
ductions under FEMPI legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17917/18]

24/04/2018WRG01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 1 January 
2018, public service pensions impacted by the Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) quali-
fied for an effective increase by way of a lessening or amelioration of PSPR, as required under 
the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2015. I understand that such in-
creases have, in general, been implemented through pension payrolls across the various public 
service sectors.  

In addition to this, the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides for the significant 
further lessening of PSPR, occurring by way of threshold and rate changes to apply on 1 Janu-
ary 2019 and 1 January 2020.  

This scheduled further lessening of the PSPR impact on pensions will mean that from 1 
January 2019 all pensions up to €39,000 per annum will be exempt from PSPR, removing some 
12,000 pensioners from the impact of PSPR.

From 1 January 2020, further PSPR amelioration will mean that all pensions up to €54,000 
per annum will be exempt from PSPR, removing some 10,500 additional pensioners from the 
impact of PSPR.

When fully in place from the beginning of 2020, these changes will mean that the vast ma-
jority of public service retirees - approximately 97% - comprising everyone with occupational 
pension values up to at least €54,000, will be entirely free of PSPR. For those who retired since 
end-February 2012 that threshold will be even higher at €60,000.
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24/04/2018WRG01800Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

24/04/2018WRG01900155. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when he will meet with an organisation (details supplied) regarding the provision of a pension 
scheme for community employment scheme supervisors; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17932/18]

24/04/2018WRG02000160. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
he plans to meet the trade unions representing community employment scheme supervisors 
and assistant supervisors regarding the introduction of a pension scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17983/18]

24/04/2018WRG02100162. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason he has failed to meet personally with the unions representing community employment 
scheme supervisors and assistant supervisors; the reason the high level forum set up under the 
Lansdowne Road agreement has failed to meet as mandated to do so with a view to implement-
ing the thrust of the Labour Court recommendation made in 2008; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18095/18]

24/04/2018WRG02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 155, 160 and 162 together.

I would refer the Deputy on my response to PQ 13684/18 of 27 March 2018.

24/04/2018WRG02225Recreational Facilities Provision

24/04/2018WRG02250156. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his plans to upgrade the 15 acres sports pitches in the Phoenix Park and the adjacent car park. 
[17934/18]

24/04/2018WRG02275Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Commissioners of Public Works plan to upgrade the car parks at the 15 
acres pitches. There are no immediate plans to upgrade the football pitches.

Question No. 157 answered with Question No. 139.

24/04/2018WRG02400Public Sector Staff Retirements

24/04/2018WRG02500158. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
legislation will be passed to facilitate the extension of the retirement age by choice for persons 
working in the public sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17956/18]

24/04/2018WRG02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 53517/2017 on 14 December 2017.

The legislation is on the list of priority legislation for publication in the Spring/Summer 
Session 2018.

24/04/2018WRG02700Garda Accommodation

24/04/2018WRG02800159. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
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number of houses used as official accommodation by An Garda Síochána that are within the 
remit of the OPW by county and exact location; the number that are fully occupied and empty, 
respectively; and his plans to return empty dwellings to full occupancy. [17981/18]

24/04/2018WRG02900161. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of houses used as official accommodation for An Garda Síochána within the remit of 
the Office of Public Works by county and location in tabular form; the number that are fully 
occupied; the number that are unoccupied; and if he plans to return empty dwellings to full oc-
cupancy. [18003/18]

24/04/2018WRG03000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 159 and 161 together.

The Commissioners of Public Works have advised me that the following table sets out, by 
county, the number of residences under the remit of the Office of Public Works (OPW) that are 
currently available to An Garda Síochána for official accommodation.

The Commissioners further advise that the occupancy and assignment of these residences is 
an operational matter for An Garda Síochána.

Number of Official Garda Residences by County

County Residences County Residences
Carlow 7 Longford 3
Cavan 7 Louth 7
Clare 13 Mayo 13
Cork 34 Meath 6
Donegal 19 Monaghan 3
Dublin 14 Offaly 10
Galway 34 Roscommon 9
Kerry 17 Sligo 6
Kildare 7 Tipperary 25
Kilkenny 9 Waterford 9
Laois 9 Westmeath 5
Leitrim 3 Wexford 8
Limerick 15 Wicklow 10

Question No. 160 answered with Question No. 155.

Question No. 161 answered with Question No. 159.

Question No. 162 answered with Question No. 155.

24/04/2018WRG03400Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

24/04/2018WRG03500163. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will publish the reports proposed and finalised by his Department in November 2017 dealing 
with the potential costs of implementing the claim for pension provision for community em-
ployment supervisors and assistant supervisors in line with the 2008 Labour Court recommen-
dation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18096/18]
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24/04/2018WRG03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The paper in 
question will be published in due course.

24/04/2018WRG03700Institutes of Technology Funding

24/04/2018WRG03800164. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding has 
been approved for the construction of an engineering building at Waterford Institute of Technol-
ogy, WIT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17639/18]

24/04/2018WRG03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): An Engineering, Comput-
ing, and General Teaching Building in WIT is included in the Higher Education PPP Programme 
announced on 16th October last. Technical, legal and other advisors for this programme will be 
appointed shortly and an announcement in this respect can be expected in the coming weeks. 

In parallel, officials from the Higher Education Authority (HEA), the NDFA and my Depart-
ment have engaged with the Higher Education Institutions included in the programme, includ-
ing WIT, with a view to agreeing schedules of accommodation for each individual project . 
This work is almost complete. The resulting schedules of accommodation will be provided to 
the advisors and will form the basis of the next stage of development of these projects (i.e. the 
design and planning application process).

It should be noted that all projects in the programme are subject to ongoing technical ap-
praisal and economic analysis to ensure value for money is achieved. 

24/04/2018WRG04000School Transport Applications

24/04/2018WRG04100165. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application 
by a person (details supplied) under the school transport scheme will be reviewed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17799/18]

24/04/2018WRG04200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently over 116,000 children, including over 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at a total cost of 
almost €190 million in 2017.

Changes to the Post Primary School Transport Scheme mean that from the 2012/13 school 
year, eligibility for all children newly entering a post primary school is determined by reference 
to the distance they reside from their nearest Post-Primary Education Centre having regard, as 
heretofore, to ethos and language.

Bus Éireann has advised that the child in question is not attending his nearest post primary 
centre and is therefore not eligible for school transport.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only. Concessionary transport is subject to a number of terms and conditions including 
the availability of spare seats on an existing service and payment of the annual charge. 

Seats for concessionary applicants are allocated after all eligible children have been accom-
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modated on school transport services. This exercise normally takes place after the closing date 
for receipt of payments. Where seats are limited a random selection process is used.

The family in question should liaise with their local Bus Éireann office regarding the avail-
ability of concessionary seats for the 2018/19 school year.

The terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme are applied equitably on a national 
basis.

24/04/2018WRG04300School Accommodation

24/04/2018WRG04400166. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
temporary or prefabricated class rooms and schools in use by county in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17399/18]

24/04/2018WRG04500167. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost per an-
num of the temporary prefabricated class rooms and schools in use by county in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17400/18]

24/04/2018WRG04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 166 and 167 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the information requested is currently being compiled by 
my Department and will be furnished to him shortly.

24/04/2018WRG04800School Accommodation

24/04/2018WRG04900168. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools awaiting the construction of new classrooms or extensions by county in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17401/18]

24/04/2018WRG05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that details of school projects included in the current Construction Programme, together with 
projects that have been approved for funding under the Additional Accommodation Scheme, 
are available in the format requested on my Department’s website www.education.ie – Building 
Works.

24/04/2018WRH00200Schools Refurbishment

24/04/2018WRH00300169. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
new school extensions carried out in the past two years by county in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17402/18]

24/04/2018WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the information requested is available on my Departments website www.education.
ie in the format requested.

24/04/2018WRH00500Schools Building Projects Status
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24/04/2018WRH00600170. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of a school project (details supplied); if the project will go to construction in 2019; if the fund-
ing required will be ring-fenced in view of the recent announcement of 40 new school projects 
for the east of the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17404/18]

24/04/2018WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b (Detailed 
Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured.   

The Stage 2b submission has been reviewed by the Department and my Department issued 
comments on the stage 2b submission to the school and its Design Team.  My Department re-
quested confirmations from the Design Team that it carries out one final review of all of its ten-
der documentation to ensure compliance with DoES requirements.  The Design Team has been 
requested to submit written confirmation from each Design Team member including the PSDP 
that they have completed this review and are satisfied that the Tender Documents are complete, 
correct and in compliance with DoES and Building Control (Amendment) Regulations (BC(A)
R) tender documentation requirements.  A response is awaited.    

Upon receipt of these confirmations, my Department will then revert to the school with re-
gard to the further progression of the project. 

Further to the finalization of Stage 2b, my Department recently issued a letter to the 
school and its Design Team advising them of a timeframe for the progression of this project.  
The recent announcement of new school projects has no implications for this project in terms 
of funding or timeframe for progression.

24/04/2018WRH00800School Accommodation Provision

24/04/2018WRH00900171. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of an application by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17415/18]

24/04/2018WRH01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware an 
application was received by my Department from the school referred to for the provision of 
additional accommodation in respect of both classroom and ancillary accommodation.  The 
application was assessed by my Department and it was determined at that time that there was 
no deficit of essential accommodation at the school.  That decision was advised to the school 
authority.

My Department subsequently received a request to review the application and the decision.  
The review process recently concluded and the school was advised of the outcome directly.

24/04/2018WRH01100Schools Amalgamation

24/04/2018WRH01200172. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the amalga-
mation of schools (details supplied) in the form of one school with junior and senior schools will 
be reconsidered in view of the successful temporary arrangement with respect to the schools 
in advance of the completion of the new school buildings; if so, the way in which it will be ap-
proached; if not, the reason therefor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17421/18]

24/04/2018WRH01300180. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the issue 
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of a junior and senior school (details supplied) in County Kildare will be revisited in advance 
of the opening of the school buildings; if so, the way in which to achieve this; if not, the reason 
therefor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17462/18]

24/04/2018WRH01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 172 and 180 together.

In 2011 the establishment of 20 new post-primary schools was announced across a number 
of locations nationwide to cater for increased student numbers, including a new 1,000 pupil 
post-primary school to be established in Maynooth in 2014.  Following completion of a patron-
age process in 2012, Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board (formerly County 
Kildare VEC) was announced as patron of the school, which opened with an Irish-medium 
Aonad in 2014.  The Community College was established on the basis that it would be a sepa-
rate entity from the existing post-primary school and would provide for all years from First to 
Sixth Year, when fully developed.  

As an interim measure, pending delivery of a permanent school building, the Community 
College has been sharing premises with Maynooth Post-Primary School.  The project provid-
ing for two new post-primary school buildings to cater for each of these schools is continuing 
to progress to schedule.  My Department and the local ETB, to whom the project has been 
devolved for delivery, are closely monitoring the project in the context of the main contractor 
having recently entered examinership.

24/04/2018WRH01500Teaching Council of Ireland

24/04/2018WRH01600173. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the changes 
that will be carried out to an Scrúdú le haghaidh Cáilíochta sa Ghaeilge for entry into primary 
school teaching; when these changes will be carried out; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17423/18]

24/04/2018WRH01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Teaching Council is 
the independent regulatory body for the teaching profession which maintains the register of 
teachers in the State.

Completion of the SCG (An Scrúdú le hAghaidh Cáilíochta sa Ghaeilge) is accepted by 
the Teaching Council as evidence that a teacher who qualified abroad has addressed the Irish 
Language Condition for registration purposes.The SCG is administered by Marino Institute of 
Education (MIE). 

My Department is not aware of any changes planned in relation to the SCG examination.

24/04/2018WRH01800Springboard Programme

24/04/2018WRH01900174. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 641 of 16 January 2017, the further proposals that will be in place 
for Springboard in September 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16174/18]

24/04/2018WRH02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Springboard+ is man-
aged by the Higher Education Authority (HEA) on behalf of the Department of Education and 
Skills. An evaluation framework underpins the initiative with ongoing monitoring of its impact.  
Springboard+ forms part of the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs, Action Plan for Education 
and the National Skills Strategy, which aims to increase the number of people in employment 
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to 2.1 million by 2020.  The programme is funded through the National Training Fund and the 
ESF Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning (PEIL) 2014-2020.

In January the HEA issued a competitive call, for course proposals in areas of demonstrated 
skills needs, to be considered for funding under Springboard+ 2018.  The deadline for receipt 
of proposals was Friday, 9 March.  496 proposals were received, an increase of 76 on last year. 
29% of the proposals were in the area of ICT, 26% in Engineering, Manufacturing and Con-
struction, and 22% in Business and Administration. The remainder of the proposals are in areas 
such as Natural Sciences, Agriculture, Health, and more generic courses.  A large number of the 
proposals feature blended and online learning. 

Decisions on proposals for funding are made by a panel of experts with industry and educa-
tional experience, supported by the HEA.  An independent process auditor oversees the assess-
ment and selection process. 

I, along with Minister Halligan expect to have the recommendations of this expert panel 
shortly, with a launch date of Springboard+ 2018 expected in May/June 2018. 

24/04/2018WRH02100Special Educational Needs Staff

24/04/2018WRH02200175. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which a person is placed on a supplementary special needs panel (details supplied). [17439/18]

24/04/2018WRH02300176. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which a special needs assistant who was made redundant in 2017 can apply to be placed on a 
supplementary panel. [17440/18]

24/04/2018WRH02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
175 and 176 together.

The supplementary assignment arrangements for Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) were 
established on foot of proposals brought forward by the Labour Relations Commission when 
the Haddington Road Agreement was being agreed.  These supplementary assignment arrange-
ments for SNAs continue to operate under the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018 - 2020, 
and both unions representing SNAs, namely SIPTU and FÓRSA, have signed up to that agree-
ment.  As set out in the LRC proposals, the supplementary assignment arrangements for SNAs 
only apply to current SNAs who are notified that they are to be made redundant.  Accordingly, 
the purpose of these arrangements is to facilitate eligible SNAs who are being made redundant 
by one employer in filling SNA vacancies that may become available in another school / ETB.

Once an SNA with a minimum of one year’s service (service in a substitute capacity i.e. 
covering for maternity leave, sick leave, career breaks, job-sharing etc. does not count) is no-
tified by his/her employer that s/he is to be made redundant then s/he shall be deemed to be 
a member of a supplementary assignment panel for SNAs.  The detailed supplementary as-
signment arrangements for SNAs for the 2017/2018 school year are set out in Departmental 
Circular 0042/2017 which issued on 25 May 2017 and which is available on the Department’s 
website at the following address:

http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0042_2017.pdf

The operation of this panel is described and outlined in Circular 0042/2017 and it is de-
signed to be as flexible as possible which enables all eligible SNAs, who have the requisite Pan-
el Form 1 completed by their former employer, to apply for any SNA position that is advertised 
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by a school or an ETB with no sectoral, diocesan or geographical limitations imposed.  Every 
eligible SNA will remain on the panel for two years with a view to getting further employment.  
If they are not successful over that period of time in obtaining a further SNA position then they 
will be eligible for a redundancy payment.  Furthermore, an SNA may opt out of this supple-
mentary assignment panel at any point in time triggering the processing of his/her redundancy 
payment in line with the terms set out in the SNA redundancy scheme (DES Circular 58/06) or 
any revision of same that is applicable at that time.

It should be noted that this does not prevent any person, including newly qualified SNAs, 
from applying for SNA vacancies but employers are obliged to give precedence to applicants 
who are members of the SNA Supplementary Assignment Panel.

The Supplementary Assignment Panel arrangements are reviewed by my Department on 
an annual basis in conjunction with an independent Supplementary Assignment Manager, the 
school management bodies and the two unions representing SNA staff (FÓRSA and SIPTU).

My Department has set up a dedicated e-mail address to deal with all queries in relation to 
the SNA Supplementary Assignment Panel and any queries in respect of the operation of the 
Panel can be directed to this dedicated e-mail address: snasupplementpanel@education.gov.ie. 

24/04/2018WRH02600Special Educational Needs Staff

24/04/2018WRH02700177. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the 950 
jobs for special needs assistants will become available. [17441/18]

24/04/2018WRH02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): 975 additional SNAs posts 
were made available for allocation to schools from September 2017 which was a 7.5% increase 
to meet the demands for the 2017/18 school year.  This brought the total SNA posts available 
last September to 13,990.

Financial provision for some 1091 additional SNAs was made in Budget 2018. Of these 
130 have been made available for allocation from January to June 2018.  The remaining posts 
will be required to meet qualifying applications from September to end December 2018.

The total number of SNA posts available currently is 14,120 at a gross annual cost of € 462 
Million.  This is more SNAs than we have ever had previously and will ensure that all children 
who qualify for SNA support can continue to receive access to such support.

In total, the number of SNAs available has increased by over 33% since 2011, when 10,575 
posts were available.

Details of SNA allocations which have been made to schools are available on a county by 
county and individual school basis, on the NCSE website at   www.ncse.ie.

The NCSE are currently processing SNA applications from schools for the coming school 
year and aims to respond in May 2018 to valid applications for access to SNA support received. 

24/04/2018WRH02900School Staff

24/04/2018WRH03000178. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the preparation allowance is only paid to persons who held this 
entitlement prior to February 2012, that is, the school-based July provision (details supplied); 
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his views on whether this decision is fair; his plans to review this anomaly; and the number of 
schools affected by same. [17459/18]

24/04/2018WRH03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Arising from the Public 
Service Wide Review of Allowances and Premium Payments which commenced in 2012, the 
Preparation Allowance of €1401 previously paid under the school based July Programme was 
withdrawn in 2013 for anyone who did not hold it prior to 1 February 2012. 

Any post holder who held the allowance before 1 February 2012 can continue to receive 
this allowance if they are still in the same job role and continue to carry out the duties in the 
school where the entitlement previously existed.  If a post holder moves to a different school, 
the entitlement is lost and cannot be regained. 

In 2017, some 67 post holders from a total of 219 schools were eligible to receive this al-
lowance.  There are no plans to revisit the withdrawal of this allowance. 

The duties formerly associated with the Preparation Allowance, which mirror those assigned 
to role of Overseer, have been subsumed into that role, which is a fully remunerated post under 
the terms of the programme.

24/04/2018WRH03200Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRH03300179. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to correspondence (details supplied) regarding a contractor entering into 
examinership and the consequences for a project in Maynooth, County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17461/18]

24/04/2018WRH03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am aware of the corre-
spondence and wish to inform the Deputy that work is continuing on site and both schools are 
due to be completed in May 2019 as per contract.

My Department and the Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board, to whom the 
project has been devolved for delivery, are closely monitoring the project in the context of the 
main contractor having recently enter examinership.

Question No. 180 answered with Question No. 172.

24/04/2018WRH03600School Curriculum

24/04/2018WRH03700181. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for 
the decision to introduce a new mathematics curriculum just as teachers have become used to 
the old one (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the disquiet among experienced 
teachers in regard to the introduction of the new curriculum and the lack of consultation which 
preceded its introduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17463/18]

24/04/2018WRH03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): It has been nearly 20 years 
since the introduction of the current Primary School Mathematics Curriculum in 1999.  Much 
has changed and happened since then.  In meeting the demands of unprecedented societal and 
educational change, it is important to review and update the curriculum to ensure children are 
afforded a high-quality, coherent, and more relevant mathematics education that will contribute 
towards their personal and academic learning and development.  The Primary Mathematics 
Curriculum will aim to develop learners’ conceptual understanding, procedural fluency, strate-
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gic competence, adaptive reasoning and productive disposition.  Equipping learners with these 
five strands of Mathematical proficiency will provide them with vital life skills and a foundation 
for citizenship in the 21st century.

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) began developing the new 
Primary Mathematics Curriculum in September 2016.  This curriculum is for all children and 
is underpinned by the view that every child is capable of engaging with mathematical con-
cepts and ideas from birth. Initial work focused on junior infants to second class.  Consulta-
tion on a draft of this part of the curriculum began in October 2017 and finished in mid-March 
2018.  Consultation included online questionnaires, consultation seminars in Limerick, Sligo 
and Dublin, written submissions and a network of schools working with the draft curriculum.   

Work has begun on the analysis of the data gathered through the consultation.  This work 
will be presented in a consultation report which will be published on the NCCA website before 
the summer. The report will also set out next steps for work on the primary mathematics cur-
riculum including work on the senior classes.   

The Department of Education and Skills recently agreed to a proposed revised schedule for 
the implementation of the new Primary Mathematics Curriculum, whereby the curriculum will 
be introduced to schools as a single-stage implementation, from Junior Infants through to 6th 
class, rather than in two stages, Junior Infants to 2nd class and then 3rd class to 6th class, as 
originally planned.  The revision arises in good part from learning from the implementation of 
the Primary Language Curriculum, including listening to extensive feedback received from that 
process.  While the revised approach to implementation of the new Primary Mathematics Cur-
riculum will impact on timing at the initial stages, the proposed date for full implementation of 
the curriculum in all years of primary, September 2021, remains unchanged.   

Following the recent changes made by the to the implementation plans, the NCCA will pub-
lish the draft curriculum for junior infants to sixth class in late 2018 for consultation.  This draft 
will incorporate work carried out on foot of findings from the recent consultation.  The second 
consultation will again include work with a network of schools. 

For further information including the extensive body of mathematics research which in-
formed the development of the draft curriculum, see   https://www.ncca.ie/en/primary/primary-
developments/maths-curriculum#panel2.   

24/04/2018WRH03900Schools Refurbishment

24/04/2018WRH04000182. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the grant support 
available to a board of management of a secondary school in need of substantial refurbishment 
and housed in a protected structure of historical value; if there is a new scheme available for 
such schools; the process by which they apply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17465/18]

24/04/2018WRH04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that applications for major capital projects, including applications from schools with protected 
structures, will be considered on receipt of an application for Major Capital Works (form SLE).  
The application form is available on my Departments website on www.education.ie 

24/04/2018WRH04200Emergency Works Scheme Applications
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24/04/2018WRH04300183. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for funding in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Cork. [17468/18]

24/04/2018WRH04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers submitted an application for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works 
Scheme to construct a school carpark.  The application and subsequent appeal were refused as 
the works sought are outside the scope of the scheme.  The provision of a carpark is more ap-
propriate to a future Summer Works Scheme.

24/04/2018WRH04500School Accommodation Provision

24/04/2018WRH04600184. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if approval will issue 
to a school (details supplied) in County Meath in respect of its application for additional school 
accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17479/18]

24/04/2018WRH04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has re-
ceived an application for additional accommodation from the school referred to by the Deputy.

The school has provided additional information in support of the application and this is be-
ing considered.  A decision on the application will be conveyed to the school authority when the 
assessment process has been completed.

24/04/2018WRH04800Schools Building Projects Administration

24/04/2018WRH04900185. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the delivery of 
the required extension to a school (details supplied) in County Kildare has been devolved to 
Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board; when a design team will be appointed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17480/18]

24/04/2018WRH05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, a 
building project for the school to which she refers is included in my Department’s 6 Year Con-
struction Programme.  In the context of progressing the building project, my Department has 
undertaken a site visit to the school.

The building project will be devolved to Kildare Wicklow Education Training Board 
(KWETB) for delivery and it is my Department’s intention to engage with KWETB shortly in 
this regard.

24/04/2018WRH05100Site Acquisitions

24/04/2018WRH05200186. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the conveyanc-
ing process relating to the acquisition of a site for a new college and school (details supplied) 
in County Kildare has been completed; if the site is now in the ownership of his Department; 
when a design team will be appointed for both projects; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17481/18]

24/04/2018WRH05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment is in the process of acquiring a site to accommodate the schools to which the Deputy 
refers.   
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The site acquisition and conveyancing process may take some time. In order to provide cer-
tainty for the school, the acquisition is also subject to planning permission being obtained.  My 
Department is aware of the current temporary arrangements for the school and, subject to no 
issues arising, will be progressing the project to architectural planning as soon as it is possible 
to do so. 

Officials in my Department are awaiting an update from the vendor in respect of this site 
acquisition with a view to progressing the site acquisition process. 

24/04/2018WRH05400Schools Building Projects Data

24/04/2018WRH05500187. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of ten-
ders received by the closing date of 16 April 2018 for the construction of a four classroom 
extension to a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; if the extension will be constructed 
during the school summer holidays; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17483/18]

24/04/2018WRH05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which 
the Deputy refers was allocated funding under my Department’s Additional Accommodation 
Scheme to provide four mainstream classrooms. 

As the project has been devolved to the school authority for delivery my Department would 
not be aware of the number of tenders received or when work is due to commence on site.

24/04/2018WRJ00200Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ00300188. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 89 of 22 March 2018, if the minor issues that needed to be addressed by the 
design team have been dealt with; if the project will proceed to tender stage; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [17484/18]

24/04/2018WRJ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The building project re-
ferred to by the Deputy is for a new 24 classroom school including a Special Needs Unit, with 
a floor area of approx. 4,748m2. 

The project is currently at Stage 2B of Architectural Planning. The Stage 2B report was re-
ceived into the Department and feedback provided to the Design Team.  The Design Team is 
currently working on the issues raised. 

A letter recently issued to the school outlining the projected timeframe for progression of 
this project to tender and construction stage and the steps involved. 

24/04/2018WRJ00500Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ00600189. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if authorisation has 
issued to the board of management of a school (details supplied) in County Kildare to com-
mence the pre-qualification of contractors for a new school; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [17485/18]

24/04/2018WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b (Detailed 
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Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. All statutory approvals have been secured.

The Stage 2b submission has been reviewed by my Department and on 9 February 2018 
comments issued to the school and its Design Team.    

My Department also requested confirmations from the Design Team that it carries out one 
final review of all of its tender documentation to ensure compliance with DoES requirements. 
The Design Team has been requested to submit written confirmation from each Design Team 
member including the PSDP that they have completed this review and are satisfied that the 
Tender Documents are complete, correct and in compliance with DoES and Building Con-
trol (Amendment) Regulations (BC(A)R) tender documentation requirements. A response is 
awaited. 

A letter recently issued to the school and its Design Team advising them of a timeframe for 
the progression of this project including the Pre-Qualification of Contractors.

24/04/2018WRJ00800Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ00900190. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills when construction 
will commence on a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; the timeframe for the progres-
sion of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17486/18]

24/04/2018WRJ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b (Detailed 
Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. All statutory approvals have been secured.   

The Stage 2(b) submission has been reviewed by my Department and a letter recently is-
sued to the school and its Design Team advising them of a timeframe for the progression of this 
project.  This project has been authorised to commence the Pre-Qualification of Contractors. 

24/04/2018WRJ01100Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ01200191. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of plans 
and associated timeframes to provide new primary schools (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17487/18]

24/04/2018WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The acquisition of the site 
to accommodate the schools referred to by the Deputy is at a very advanced stage and all parties 
are working to complete it at the earliest possible date. Statutory approvals have been secured 
and once the site acquisition is finalised, the school building project will proceed to tender and 
construction stages.

24/04/2018WRJ01400Schools Data

24/04/2018WRJ01500192. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
classes being accommodated in prefabricated classrooms; the number that have been using pre-
fabricated classrooms for two, three, five and more than five years, respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17489/18]
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24/04/2018WRJ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the information requested is currently being compiled by my Department and will be fur-
nished to him shortly.

24/04/2018WRJ01700Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ01800193. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the proposed extension at a school (details supplied); the way in which a proposed new second 
level school in the area will affect the progress of the extension at the school; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17498/18]

24/04/2018WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the demographic exercise carried out by my Department into the future need for primary 
and post-primary schools across the country had regard to the proposed project at the school 
referred to by the Deputy, a project included in my Department’s Capital Programme. 

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that my Department has set out on its website the cur-
rent status of projects and information in respect of the school referred to is available at www.
education.ie – Building Works.

24/04/2018WRJ02000Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ02100194. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if all works in 
respect of a project (details supplied) are at a final stage; if retention money is being held; if 
the persons who carried out the works on this project will be paid in full; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17522/18]

24/04/2018WRJ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school referred to by 
the Deputy forms part of Schools Bundle 5, the PPP project which has been impacted by the 
liquidation of Carillion Construction Ltd and Carillion AMBS Ltd.  Carillion Construction Ltd 
had subcontracted the construction work to Sammon Contracting Ireland Ltd which, in turn, 
had entered into other sub-contracts.   

At the time of the liquidations in January, the school under reference was approximately 
80-85% complete.  

As a consequence of the liquidations, the construction and facilities management contracts 
relating to the PPP Project were terminated and are now being retendered. The tender process 
in this respect is being undertaken by infrastructure fund manager DIF on behalf of the PPP 
Company, InspiredSpaces.  The focus of all parties is on ensuring that the school buildings, 
including the school referred to by the Deputy, are delivered as quickly as possible.  

In accordance with the terms of the PPP contract, payments to Sammon Contracting Ire-
land Ltd for the construction of the schools were made by InspiredSpaces through Carillion 
Construction Ltd.  At the end of December 2017, the National Development Finance Agency 
(NDFA) received confirmation from InspiredSpaces that Sammon Contracting Ireland Ltd had 
been paid in full in accordance with the contract to that point and that there were no issues aris-
ing.   

Payments by the Department of Education and Skills to InspiredSpaces for the construction, 
operation and maintenance of all schools forming part of the Schools Bundle 5 project will be 
made through annual inflation-linked payments called unitary charges, the first of which will be 
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made following the completion of the first school building.  Additionally, the contract provides 
for the payment of a lump sum for the completion of the off-site works and related costs to al-
low for the delivery of these schools.  A sum of €4.4 million, with relevant retention applied, 
has been paid to InspiredSpaces in that respect.  

In the case of all school building projects, it is a matter for sub-contractors and suppliers to 
agree terms and conditions and a schedule of payments with the main contractor as their direct 
employer or customer.

Contractual/payment issues arising under such sub-contracts are for the relevant contracting 
parties to resolve.  The Department of Education and Skills is not party to these contracts and 
does not have any authority to intervene in respect of the matter.

Sammon Construction Ireland Ltd is now subject to the direction of a Court appointed ex-
aminer.

24/04/2018WRJ02300School Accommodation

24/04/2018WRJ02400195. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication by a school (details supplied); the timeframe for progression of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17534/18]

24/04/2018WRJ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has approved additional accommodation at the school in question and the 
school has been advised accordingly.

24/04/2018WRJ02600School Accommodation

24/04/2018WRJ02700196. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the capital application and subdivision plans submitted by Mayo, Sligo and Leitrim ETB for a 
school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17544/18]

24/04/2018WRJ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my 
Department is in receipt of an application for a significant extension project in respect of the 
school and College of Further Education referred to by the Deputy. The application is under 
consideration and my Department will revert to the relevant ETB in the matter shortly.

24/04/2018WRJ02900State Examinations

24/04/2018WRJ03000197. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will request 
the State Examinations Commission to revise the qualifying criteria for the reasonable accom-
modation at the certificate examinations, RACE, scheme to allow special arrangements for 
children with processing speed deficits (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [17554/18]

24/04/2018WRJ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations. The Commission in this regard operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommodations 
in the Certificate Examinations.
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In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

24/04/2018WRJ03200DEIS Eligibility

24/04/2018WRJ03300198. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) will be included in the upcoming DEIS programme; and the criteria which a school 
must meet in order to qualify for inclusion on the DEIS programme. [17557/18]

24/04/2018WRJ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): We have, for the first time, 
introduced an objective, statistics based model for deciding which schools merit inclusion in 
the DEIS Programme, so that all stakeholders can have confidence that we are targeting extra 
resources at those schools with the highest concentrated levels of disadvantage. The methodol-
ogy adopted to assess levels of disadvantage in schools is based on centrally held data with a 
uniform application across the entire school system to assess levels of disadvantage in Primary 
and Post-Primary schools. 

The key data sources used in the DEIS identification process are the DES Primary Online 
Database (POD) and Post-Primary Online (PPOD) Databases, and CSO data from the National 
Census of Population as represented in the Pobal HP Index for Small Areas which is a method 
of measuring the relative affluence or disadvantage of a particular geographical area. Variables 
used in the compilation of the HP Index include not only single parent rate, but those related to 
demographic growth, dependency ratios, education levels, overcrowding, social class, occupa-
tion and unemployment rates. This data is combined with pupil data, anonymised and aggre-
gated to small area, to provide information on the relative level of concentrated disadvantage 
present in the pupil cohort of individual schools. 

A detailed document explaining the methodology used in the Identification process is avail-
able on the Department’s website at https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/
DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Identification-Process.pdf.

As the Deputy will be aware, an update of the identification model is currently underway. 
This will take account of updated school data as provided by schools for the current school year 
combined with the Pobal HP Index of Deprivation, based on CSO Small Area Population statis-
tics derived from the 2016 National Census. It is envisaged that this process will be completed 
in the coming weeks.

Should this exercise reveal that any school, including the school referred to by the Deputy, 
which did not qualify for DEIS in 2017 meets the criteria applicable to schools with the highest 
concentration of disadvantage based on the updated information, then additional schools may 
be included subject to available resources.

24/04/2018WRJ03500Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ03600199. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
development of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17559/18]

24/04/2018WRJ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, a 
building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s 6-Year Con-
struction Programme.  
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The school authority in question is currently addressing legal matters associated with the 
site portfolio and my Department will continue to liaise with the school in the context of the 
progress that the school is making in relation to these matters. 

24/04/2018WRJ03800Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ03900200. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
development of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17560/18]

24/04/2018WRJ04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, a 
building project for the school in question is included in my Department’s 6 year Construction 
Programme.

I wish to advise the Deputy that a school site visit by my Department’s technical staff has 
taken place in the context of progressing the school project concerned. Schedules of accom-
modation, for purposes of the school’s project brief, are currently being devised and my Depart-
ment will be in further contact with the school authorities when these have been finalised.

24/04/2018WRJ04100Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ04200201. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
development of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17561/18]

24/04/2018WRJ04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may 
be aware, the project to which he refers was announced as part of my Department’s Six Year 
Capital Programme in 2015. 

Officials in my Department continue to work closely with officials from Wexford County 
Council under the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the acquisition of a suitable 
permanent location for the school to which the Deputy refers and with the assistance of Council 
officials a shortlist of site options was identified and technically assessed.

Work on the site acquisition process is currently ongoing with a view to acquiring the most 
suitable site for the school.  I can assure the Deputy that every effort is being made to ad-
vance the site acquisition process as expeditiously as possible. 

24/04/2018WRJ04400Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ04500202. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
development of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17562/18]

24/04/2018WRJ04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the project to which he refers was announced as part of my Department’s Six Year Capi-
tal Programme in 2015. 

Officials in my Department are working closely with officials from Wexford County Coun-
cil under the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the acquisition of a suitable perma-



Questions - Written Answers

80

nent location for the school to which the Deputy refers.

A number of potential site options have been identified and these are currently under consid-
eration, in consultation with the local authority. Given the commercial sensitivities associated 
with land acquisitions generally I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

24/04/2018WRJ04700Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ04800203. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
development of a school (details supplied).  [17563/18]

24/04/2018WRJ04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, a 
building project for the school in question is included in my Department’s 6 year Construction 
Programme.

In the context of progressing the project, a school site visit, by my Department’s technical 
staff, has been undertaken. The next step includes devising the schedules of accommodation, 
for purposes of the school’s project brief and this process is in train. When this has been fi-
nalised,  my Department will be in further contact with the school authorities.

24/04/2018WRJ04950Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ05100204. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
development of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17564/18]

24/04/2018WRJ05200205. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
development of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17565/18]

24/04/2018WRJ05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 204 and 205 together.

The building project at the schools referred to by the Deputy are currently ahead of the con-
struction programme and works are expected to achieve substantial completion during the the 
3rd quarter of 2018. 

The contractor has completed the majority of the new build elements and work has recently 
commenced on the final renovations phase of the project. Subject to no issues arising it is en-
visaged that the project will be fully completed and ready for occupation in September 2018. 

24/04/2018WRJ05500Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRJ05600206. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
development of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17566/18]

24/04/2018WRJ05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b (Detailed 
Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. All statutory approvals have been secured.   
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The Design Team is currently finalising the Stage 2b submission.  Upon receipt and review 
of this report my Department will revert to the Board of Management with regard to the further 
progression of the project at that time.

24/04/2018WRK00200School Accommodation

24/04/2018WRK00300207. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appeal in re-
spect of a school (details supplied) will be upheld; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17568/18]

24/04/2018WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, an 
application was made to my Department by the school referred to for the provision of additional 
classroom accommodation.

The application was processed and, having regard to the demographic information available 
for the school planning area within which the school in question is located, it was determined 
that there was sufficient capacity within the school planning area to meet the demand for pri-
mary school places. In that regard the application was not approved.

My Department received a request for a review of the application from the school and this 
is currently being considered. My Department will be in further contact with the school when 
the review has concluded.

24/04/2018WRK00500School Staff

24/04/2018WRK00600208. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills his 
plans to resource a school (details supplied) to enable it to obtain three extra teachers to allevi-
ate issues with overcrowded classrooms. [17569/18]

24/04/2018WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The key factor for deter-
mining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing sched-
ule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September.  Budget 
2018 announced a one point improvement to the primary staffing schedule, which reduced the 
average pupil teacher ratio to 26:1.  The improved staffing schedule has been implemented for 
the 2018/19 school year and is set out in Circular 0010/2018, available on the Department of 
Education website.  

In establishing their staffing for the 2018/19 school year, schools may appoint the number 
of teachers allowed for on the staffing schedule using the school enrolment of 30th   September 
2017.   Any teachers appointed from the staffing schedule must be engaged in teaching duties 
within the school.  Schools are subject to the published redeployment arrangements in filling 
teaching vacancies.

24/04/2018WRK00800Schools Building Projects

24/04/2018WRK00900209. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeframe for the 
eight schools at project brief stage to progress to the next stage on the school buildings pro-
gramme in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17570/18]

24/04/2018WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
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my Department’s Capital Programme (2016-2021) continues to address the challenges posed 
by the significant bulge in pupil enrolments going through our schools.  The Capital Programme 
details the school projects that are being progressed through the architectural planning process, 
including those schools in County Wicklow.

In the context of progressing the school projects referred to, my Department is working on 
the project briefs and will be liaising with the school authorities with the aim of advancing the 
projects concerned into the architectural planning process.

My Department’s website will continue to be updated with the current status of these build-
ing projects www.education.ie - Building Works - Major Projects. 

24/04/2018WRK01100Schools Refurbishment

24/04/2018WRK01200210. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
has received a proposal from a school (details supplied) for an upgrade of the school buildings; 
and the position regarding the proposal. [17587/18]

24/04/2018WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of an application for refurbishment works from the school 
in question.  My Department is aware of the specific needs of the school and is committed to 
working with the school to address these needs.  In that regard, my Department expects to be in 
further contact with the school authority shortly.

24/04/2018WRK01400School Closures

24/04/2018WRK01500211. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the closure of a 
school (details supplied) has been sanctioned; the reason for this decision; his views on whether 
this will have a detrimental effect on existing students and Traveller education generally; if the 
decision will be reversed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17595/18]

24/04/2018WRK01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Education provision on 
an inclusive basis is a fundamental principle of our education and training system.  Ensuring 
every child is supported and given the opportunity to reach their full potential is a key priority 
for this Government and my Department is committed to improving educational outcomes for 
members of the Traveller and Roma communities.  

The details supplied by the Deputy relate to a school with Special School designation dating 
from a period when separate education provision for members of the Traveller community was 
the norm.   The phasing out of segregated education provision for Traveller children began in 
2006 in accordance with Government policy which was developed in consultation with Travel-
ler representative groups and education partners.  St. Thomas’s is the only remaining education 
centre in the country catering for post-primary age Traveller students on a segregated basis.   

My Department has been engaging with the Patron of St. Thomas’s for many years to prog-
ress the transfer of its student cohort to the mainstream school system in line with this agreed 
national policy.   (As with all schools under private patronage, the decision in relation to school 
closure, amalgamation etc. ultimately rests with the Patron).   

In order to ensure a smooth and effective transition of provision for students, my officials 
are engaging with the school Patron and the Educational Welfare Service of Tusla in relation 
to future education provision for the current student cohort in St. Thomas’s.  Tusla’s Educa-
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tional Welfare Service is available to work with parents to source school places for the current 
enrolment, including 2 students at Leaving Certificate level who would be due to sit exams in 
2019.  Now that students at the centre are progressing to Leaving Certificate it is particularly 
important  important that these students would have access to the full curriculum and associated 
supports in order to maximize their opportunities to progress to further and higher education 
and employment.

Current overall policy on Traveller education is being progressed within the framework of 
National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021.  The Strategy has a particular em-
phasis on improving Traveller engagement with education and my Department is working with 
relevant Government Departments and agencies and Traveller representative Groups to prog-
ress Strategy actions aimed at improving education outcomes for all Travellers, including the 
current student cohort of St Thomas’s School.

24/04/2018WRK01700Schools Property

24/04/2018WRK01800212. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application to 
sell a property (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [17599/18]

24/04/2018WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The property referred to 
by the Deputy is not in my ownership.  In common with other buildings of its kind, there is a 
charging lease in place on the property, in this case dated 1948 for 99 years to protect the state’s 
investment in the property. 

In circumstances where a property has ceased to be used as a school, and a request is re-
ceived from the property owner to release the State’s interest secured under a charging lease, 
such requests are considered in the context of the specific circumstances which pertain to the 
individual property. 

I can confirm that my Department has  received a request from the property owners to re-
lease my interest in this property.  Officials from my Department are currently considering the 
request received and will be in contact with the relevant property owners as soon as possible.

24/04/2018WRK02000Special Educational Needs

24/04/2018WRK02100213. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a child (details 
supplied) will be placed in school from September 2018; if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that home tuition will not help the child progress; and if his attention has been further 
drawn to the fact that the child has been on a placement waiting list for three years. [17603/18]

24/04/2018WRK02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department provides 
for a range of placement options and supports for schools, which have enrolled students with 
special educational needs, in order to ensure that wherever a child is enrolled, s/he will have 
access to an appropriate education.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which is a separate independent statu-
tory body, plans and co-ordinates the provision of education and support services to children 
with special educational needs, in consultation with the relevant education partners and the 
Health Service Executive (HSE).

The NCSE is aware of emerging need from year to year, and where special provision, in-
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cluding special class or special school provision, is required, it is planned and established to 
meet that need.

The NCSE has advised my Department that there is an emerging need for additional Special 
School placement options in the Cork area. My Department continues to work with the NCSE 
to ensure that there is appropriate planning in place to ensure that all children who require spe-
cial school placements can access such placements. This process is ongoing. 

The enrolment of a child in a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents of the 
child and the Board of Management of a school. My Department and the NCSE has no role in 
relation to processing applications for enrolment to schools. 

Accordingly, the NCSE advises Parents, to seek to enrol their child, by applying in writing, 
to the school/s of their choice as early as possible.

Where Parents have been unsuccessful in enrolling their child in a special school place-
ment for the 2018/19 school year, they should update their local Special Educational Needs 
Organiser (SENO) to inform the planning process. Contact details are available at http://ncse.
ie/seno-contact-list.

The NCSE has advised that they continue to work with schools, parents, NEPS, health 
professionals and other staff who are involved in the provision of services in the Cork area for 
children with special educational needs, to ensure that each child has a school placement ap-
propriate to their needs for the 2018/19 school year.

Where there is no placement available for a child with Special Educational Needs, this De-
partment will consider applications under the Home Tuition Grant Scheme, where a student can 
receive up to 20 hours home tuition per week as an interim measure until a placement becomes 
available.

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a particular child, I have arranged for the Dep-
uty’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education for their attention 
and direct reply.

24/04/2018WRK02300Technological Universities

24/04/2018WRK02400214. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
application from Waterford Institute of Technology and Carlow IT to become a technological 
university; the stage the process is at; the next stages in this regard; if there is a timeframe for 
designation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17640/18]

24/04/2018WRK02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): It is a matter for the rel-
evant Institutes of Technology in a consortium to lead on the progression of their plans to seek 
designation as a technological university.  Currently, four such consortia are at different stages 
of development, dependent on their particular circumstances. 

In this context, it is my understanding that the Technological University for the South East 
(TUSE) consortium of the Waterford Institute of Technology and the Institute of Technology 
Carlow is progressing its work with a view to submitting an application for TU designation by 
the end of 2018 and has stated this publicly. 

I further understand that a project steering group has met on a number of occasions since 
December 2017 and that a dedicated TUSE website has been established. Specific activities 



24 April 2018

85

currently being progressed include a review of human resources processes and the establish-
ment of an inter-institutional TUSE data gathering and statistical analysis team and a proposed 
TUSE Regional Engagement Council. 

The relevant legal timelines pertaining to the making of an application for technological 
university designation, its assessment and the decision making process are set out in Chapter 9 
of Part 2 of the Technological Universities Act 2018  (No. 3 of 2018).

24/04/2018WRK02600School Accommodation Provision

24/04/2018WRK02700215. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of plans 
for an extension to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17669/18]

24/04/2018WRK02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school referred to by 
the Deputy has been approved 1 X 80m² mainstream classroom, including ensuite toilets and a 
user assisted toilet.  As the project is devolved to the school authority under my Department’s 
Additional Accommodation Scheme it is now a matter for them to progress the delivery of the 
project.

24/04/2018WRK02900Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRK03000216. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools in 
County Tipperary that have applications with his Department for refurbishments, extensions, 
construction of ASD units or another increase or development of classrooms; the status and 
expected completion date of each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17685/18]

24/04/2018WRK03100222. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of pri-
mary and secondary schools in County Tipperary, respectively; the number of schools that as of 
17 April 2018 are using prefabricated accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17691/18]

24/04/2018WRK03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 216 and 222 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the information requested is currently being compiled by 
my Department and will be furnished to him shortly.

I wish to advise the Deputy that information on capital projects approved may be accessed 
on my Department’s website www.education.ie. 

24/04/2018WRK03300School Enrolments Data

24/04/2018WRK03400217. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of pri-
mary and secondary students attending schools in County Tipperary on 30 September 2014 to 
2017, inclusive in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17686/18]

24/04/2018WRK03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The information requested 
by the Deputy is as follows. 

The table shows the number of Primary and Second-level Pupils attending schools in Co. 
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Tipperary.

Academic 
Year

County Pupils 
in Main-
stream 
Primary 
Schools

Pupils in 
Special 
Schools

Total of 
Primary 
Pupils

Pupils in 
Second-
level 
Schools

Grand 
Total

2014/15 Tipperary 18,406 343 18,749 13,111 31,860
2015/16 Tipperary 18,566 365 18,931 13,143 32,074
2016/17 Tipperary 18,790 374 19,164 13,293 32,457
2017/18 
(provi-
sional)

Tipperary 18,670 371 19,041 13,503 32,544

Please note that 2017 figures are still provisional.

The number of pupils in Second-level schools excludes enrolments in Post-Leaving Certifi-
cate (PLC) courses and in CORE VTOS.

24/04/2018WRK03600Teacher Data

24/04/2018WRK03700218. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of teach-
ers employed by his Department, Tipperary ETB or other schools in receipt of State funding in 
County Tipperary on 1 January 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17687/18]

24/04/2018WRK03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Teacher allocations for all 
schools are approved annually by the Department in accordance with established rules based 
on recognised pupil enrolment. 

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the indi-
vidual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 
1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012). 

The number of teaching posts allocated to schools in Tipperary on 1 January 2018 is in the 
following table.

Type of School Number of Whole Time Equivalent Posts
Primary 1,216
Secondary    634
C&C      62
ETB    413
Total 2,325

24/04/2018WRK03900Institutes of Technology

24/04/2018WRK04000219. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the courses on of-
fer at Limerick Institute of Technology, Thurles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17688/18]

24/04/2018WRK04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Higher education institu-
tions, such as Limerick Institute of Technology (LIT), are autonomous bodies and their day to 
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day operational affairs including issues such as the provision of courses are the responsibility 
of the management authority and governing body of the Institute.

Information on the range of course provided at the LIT’s Thurles campus is available from 
the Institution’s website: http://www.lit.ie.

24/04/2018WRK04200Institutes of Technology

24/04/2018WRK04300220. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the capital plans his 
Department has for Limerick Institute of Technology, Thurles; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17689/18]

24/04/2018WRK04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Limerick Institute of Tech-
nology has submitted a project proposal in respect of the campus at Thurles which will be con-
sidered in the context of available resources and priorities for the sector.  

The National Development Plan signals Exchequer investments of €2.2 billion in higher 
education infrastructure over the coming decade.  This welcome increase in funding will pres-
ent major new opportunities for the higher education sector.  However, it should be noted that 
the significant ramp up in investment will take place over time and particularly in the second 
half of the NDP period.  

In that context, a capital investment prioritisation framework, together with updated ap-
praisal approaches, will be developed over the coming months to inform funding decisions 
and to ensure that maximum impact and value for money can be achieved from Exchequer 
investments. 

All project proposals under consideration for capital funding will be subject to detailed ap-
praisal in accordance with the Public Spending Code. 

24/04/2018WRK04500Institutes of Technology

24/04/2018WRK04600221. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to develop 
Limerick Institute of Technology, Thurles, as a hub for the training of agribusiness profession-
als; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17690/18]

24/04/2018WRK04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The strategic direction for 
higher education in Ireland is set out in the National Strategy for Higher Education to 2030 
and the Action Plan for Education, 2016-2019.  Under these strategies, the Higher Education 
Authority (HEA), reviews the performance and progress of the Irish higher education system, 
with reference to a steering and performance based framework for the system governance of 
higher education in Ireland.  

Higher educational institutions are independent bodies.  The performance framework and 
associated dialogue process allows institutions to set out the individual contribution they will 
make to delivery of national system-level objectives, with reference to their mission, strengths 
and strategic plans and in ways that reflect the diversity of the institutional mission or profile. 

As part of its goal setting and reporting process with the HEA, Limerick Institute of Tech-
nology (LIT) reported on its incorporation of the former Tipperary Rural and Business Devel-
opment Institute in Thurles into an enlarged LIT with more than 7,000 full-time and part-time 
learners and approximately 550 staff members serving Limerick City and County, Tipperary 
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and Clare.  LIT research and development plans reported to the HEA include a Centre for Rural 
and Sustainable Development at Thurles which is focused on supporting communities, enter-
prises, and industry to develop and engage in sustainable practices and processes.  The LIT 
Thurles Campus also provides a number of undergraduate programmes in rural and sustainable 
development, central to the training of agribusiness professionals.

Question No. 222 answered with Question No. 216.

24/04/2018WRK04900Student Support Schemes

24/04/2018WRK05000223. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the grant options 
or financial assistance available from his Department for a person (details supplied) working as 
a special needs assistant for the past ten years who wishes to study to become an educational 
psychologist; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17696/18]

24/04/2018WRK05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The main support avail-
able to assist students with the cost of higher education is the student grant scheme.  SUSI’s 
online system for the 2018 Scheme is now open.  Students attending college in the academic 
year 2018/19 are required to submit their grant application to Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI) via www.susi.ie to have their eligibility for grant assistance assessed.

I understand that the individual in question already holds a level 8 degree.  One of the cri-
teria in the student grant scheme relates to ‘progression’.  This means that a student must be 
moving from year to year within a course, having successfully completed the previous year or 
be transferring from one course to another, where the award for the subsequent course is of a 
higher level than the previous course.  The objective of this policy is to help as many students 
as possible to obtain one qualification at each level of study. 

If the person to whom the Deputy refers is ineligible for a SUSI grant then there are some 
other options which could be pursued.  Students in third-level institutions experiencing ex-
ceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund.  This Fund 
assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to 
continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are 
available from the Access Office in the college attended.  Also, tax relief at the standard rate of 
tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges of 
higher education, including approved postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-
EU countries.  Further information on this tax relief is available from the Revenue Commis-
sioners on www.revenue.ie.

24/04/2018WRK05200Third Level Institutions

24/04/2018WRK05300224. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
capital funding for a college (details supplied) in view of significantly increasing student num-
bers on home economics teacher education and nurse education programmes; if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that there is now a need for larger capacity classrooms and laborato-
ries to accommodate students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17707/18]

24/04/2018WRK05400225. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when funding 
for a link building project for a college (details supplied) will proceed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17708/18]
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24/04/2018WRK05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 224 and 225 together.

The number of students admitted to St Angela’s College, Sligo to follow the Home Eco-
nomics initial teacher education (ITE) programme has increased from 85 to 101 for the 2017 
student intake.  Funding of €343,107.45 was allocated in 2017 to provide for capital works 
specifically to support this increase.   

Further proposals for funding, including the project referred to by the Deputy, are currently 
under consideration by the Department in consultation with the Higher Education Authority 
(HEA).  Officials from the HEA recently met with representatives from St. Angela’s College to 
discuss these proposals and the capital requirements of the College in general.  It is expected 
that an updated submission will shortly be forthcoming from the College. 

Any proposal from a Higher Education Institution that is under consideration for capi-
tal funding will also be subject to detailed appraisal in accordance with the Public Spending 
Code.

24/04/2018WRL00200Schools Building Projects

24/04/2018WRL00300226. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeframe 
from when a site is identified and purchased for a new school or an existing school to be trans-
ferred to a new site, built and opened; the main stages in the process after land acquisition to 
school opening; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17727/18]

24/04/2018WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that my Department has set out on its website, the stages in school building projects 
and also outlines the current status of existing major projects in the school building programme 
in a more user-friendly format.  The status of projects is being regularly updated to reflect their 
progress as part of the €8.4 billion investment in school buildings under Project Ireland 2040.  
Please see here: www.education.ie - Building Works

In summary, the stages in the process are as follows: 

- Site Acquisition (where required) - site may be acquired by my Department or by the 
school’s patron

- Project Brief stage - this includes determining the project brief and schedule of accom-
modation

- Stage 1 - Preliminary

- Stage 2 - Design (which is divided into Stage 2a - Developed Sketch Scheme and Stage 
2b - Detailed Design)

- Stage 3 - Tender Action, Evaluation and Award

- Stage 4 - Construction

In terms of timeframe, this can vary depending on the site and project involved.  Throughout 
all stages of the delivery process, there are a range of factors and external dependencies outside 
the Department’s control that can impact on delivery timelines on individual projects and the 
ability to achieve the Department’s published indicative timelines for same.  Delays can occur 
in site acquisition, planning, design and construction.  Therefore timeframes are project specific 
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and school authorities are kept informed of the project status.  

Various delivery mechanisms are used for delivering school building projects with a view to 
ensuring that timelines are met.  These include my Department’s Design and Build Programme, 
ADAPT Building Programme, Public Private Partnerships and in addition there is a strong em-
phasis on delivery on a devolved basis to various agencies and school authorities.

24/04/2018WRL00500State Examinations Commission

24/04/2018WRL00600227. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the level of 
wages paid to cleaning personnel and others working in the State examinations centre of his 
Department will be expedited; if he is satisfied that each employee in the sector is paid at least 
the minimum wage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17743/18]

24/04/2018WRL00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.  

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

24/04/2018WRL00800State Examinations Commission

24/04/2018WRL00900228. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason clean-
ers in the State examinations centre in his Department are only paid in respect of overtime at the 
rate of 1.5 times the overtime rate at the first point of the scale, as opposed to double the rate of 
pay which is applicable to other personnel who are paid appropriately at the relevant point of 
the scale they are on at that stage; and if this rate can be applied to cleaners and other personnel 
in the State examinations centre. [17744/18]

24/04/2018WRL01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.  

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

24/04/2018WRL01100Summer Works Scheme Applications

24/04/2018WRL01200229. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application for 
works to be carried out on car parking facilities at a school (details supplied) will be reviewed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17753/18]

24/04/2018WRL01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question applied for funding under the Summer Works Scheme, under Cat-
egory 10 - External Environment Works.

The Summer Works Scheme (SWS) is designed to allow schools to carry out small and me-
dium sized building works that will improve and upgrade existing school buildings.

Funding of almost €80 million has been approved in respect of 635 schools for Categories 
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1 to 6 under the multi-annual Summer Works Scheme (2016-2017).  Nearly 50% of all schools 
have applied for inclusion under the scheme which reflects a very high demand.  Details of suc-
cessful school applicants, in respect of Categories 1 to 6 can be accessed on my Department’s 
website www.education.ie.

The 2018 budgetary provision will allow my Department to meet the carry over costs of 
summer works projects already approved.  This will involve expenditure in 2018 of over €25 
million.  My Department’s focus in 2018 is on the delivery of those Category 1 to 6 summer 
works projects in addition to the major school projects and additional accommodation scheme 
projects needed to cater for demographic requirements.

24/04/2018WRL01400Student Support Schemes

24/04/2018WRL01500230. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are 
supports offered to assist a person (details supplied) with the cost of an online masters degree 
which will be accredited by an Irish university; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17831/18]

24/04/2018WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The student grant scheme, 
administered by SUSI, provides maintenance grants to students who meet the prescribed condi-
tions of funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic attain-
ment and means.  Students who meet these conditions can apply to SUSI for financial support. 

In the context of limited public funding and competing priorities, student support funding is 
currently targeted at full-time students in approved institutions. The potential for reviewing op-
tions for existing access funding initiatives to part-time studies in higher education could only 
be considered in the context of the overall priorities and financial resources for access to higher 
education, and in the wider higher education funding context.  

Further details on the criteria for student grant eligibility is available on www.susi.ie.

I regret to advise that my Department does not provide any supports to students in the cir-
cumstances that pertain to the student in question.  

24/04/2018WRL01700Special Educational Needs Data

24/04/2018WRL01800231. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of re-
source teachers recruited in each of the years 2005 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form. 
[17834/18]

24/04/2018WRL01900232. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of SNAs 
recruited in each of the years 2005 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form. [17835/18]

24/04/2018WRL02000233. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of spe-
cial classes the National Council for Special Education plans to open in 2018, in tabular form. 
[17836/18]

24/04/2018WRL02100234. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of special 
classes opened in each of the years 2005 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form. [17837/18]

24/04/2018WRL02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 231 to 234, inclusive, together.
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Ensuring that children with special educational needs are supported and given the opportu-
nity to reach their full potential is a key priority for this government.  

My Department’s policy aims to ensure that all children with Special Educational Needs can 
have access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the 
primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum.  

All state-funded primary and post primary schools have been allocated additional resources 
to provide for children with special educational needs enrolled in school.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for processing appli-
cations from schools for special educational needs supports.  The NCSE operates within my 
Department’s criteria in allocating such support. 

In 2018, almost €1.8 billion will be invested in Special Education.  This represents an in-
crease of almost 43% since 2011 and amounts to almost 20% of the Department’s overall Bud-
get.  

To this end my Department has allocated SNA support to over 12,000 extra pupils since 
2011 and provided extra Special Education teachers to meet the expansion in children in need 
of teaching support.

Since 2011, the increase in SNAs has been 3,545, including an additional 2,080 posts in the 
last two years bringing the current number to some 14,120.

The number of Special Education teachers has increased by 3,660 since 2011, including 
1,600 additional posts in the past two years, bringing the current number to 13,400.  

The number of special classes has risen by 756 since 2011, including 293 new classes in the 
past two years bringing the current number to over 1,300.  The NCSE have advised my Depart-
ment that it intends to establish approx. 160 new special classes, including approximately 150 
new ASD classes, for the 2018/19 school year.

The NCSE is aware of emerging need from year to year, and where special provision is re-
quired it is planned and established to meet that need.

The NCSE continues to progress the planning process to ensure that all students with Spe-
cial Educational Needs can access supports appropriate to their needs for the 2018/19 school 
year and beyond.  

Tables are provided showing the following:

- The number of SNAs allocated from 2005 to 2018

- The number of special classes from 2010 to 2018 – the number for the years 2005 to 2010 
is not readily available, I will arrange to have this information compiled and forwarded to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

- The numbers of learning support and resource teachers from 2009 to 2017, and Special 
Education teachers in 2017/18.  As prior to 2009, allocations for resource teaching support were 
only made to schools once all existing surplus teaching capacity was utilised in schools, alloca-
tions for resource teaching were not recorded as a separate entity at that time and are therefore 
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not available for the period prior to 2009.

Number of Special Classes

School Year No.  of Special Classes
2010/11 503
2011/12 548
2012/13 628
2013/14 737
2014/15 855
2015/16 1011
2016/17 1152
2017/18 1304

General Allocation Model Learning Support and Resource Teaching posts

School Year GAM LS Posts RT Posts Total 
2009/10 4454 4869 9323
2010/11 4454 5175 9629
2011/12 4475 5265 9740
2012/13 4863 5265 10128
2013/14 4882 5721 10603
2014/15 4954 6203 11157
2015/16 5015 6821 11836
2016/17 5072 7429 12501

New Special Education Allocation Model

Year Primary Post Primary Total
2017/18* 9321 4049  13306

*As at March 2018.  Includes 25 posts allocated to the NCSE to develop support services 
for schools.  The remaining 94 posts which have yet to be allocated are available to allocate to 
schools for appeals, demographic growth, or where exceptional circumstances arise in schools.

SNA Allocations 2005-2017

Year Allocation of Special Needs Assistants 2005 - 2018
(End December Each year)

2005 7294
2006 8390
2007 9824
2008 10,442
2009 10,342
2010 10,543
2011 10,575
2012 10,575
2013 10,745
2014 11,330
2015 12,040
2016 12,900
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Year Allocation of Special Needs Assistants 2005 - 2018
(End December Each year)

2017 13990
2018 (to end of June) 14,120

24/04/2018WRL02600Residential Institutions

24/04/2018WRL02700235. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the requested consultation talks with survivors of residential industrial schools to fa-
cilitate a survivor-led strategy providing support for survivors looking for assistance; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17859/18]

24/04/2018WRL02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Following a meeting with 
survivors, I expressed a willingness to have a series of consultation meetings around the coun-
try, led by and for survivors of institutional abuse.  The purpose of these meetings will be to 
enable survivors to reflect on their experiences, the State’s response to the issue of institutional 
abuse and to make any recommendations they wish to make.  The detail of how this can happen 
is being worked out and Department officials are in contact with survivors.

24/04/2018WRL02900Residential Institutions Statutory Fund

24/04/2018WRL03000236. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the 
eligibility review for Caranua will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17874/18]

24/04/2018WRL03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The review of eligibility to 
apply for Caranua is nearing completion and will be published in the coming weeks.

24/04/2018WRL03200Residential Institutions Statutory Fund

24/04/2018WRL03300237. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
made by Caranua following publication of its customer service charter and its feedback and 
complaints policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17875/18]

24/04/2018WRL03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Caranua (the Residential 
Institutions Statutory Fund) is an independent statutory body and I have no role in relation to its 
day to day operations.  The organisation’s existing Customer Charter is available on its website 
www.caranua.ie, as is its Feedback and Complaints Policy.  Recent statistics published on the 
website show that 95% of the feedback between January and March of this year was positive.  

Caranua has identified a number of areas that it would review, these include: waiting times 
for first time applicants, its prioritisation policy and the usage of Nominated Person and Permis-
sion to Share Policy.  I am advised that Caranua will progress these and related issues.

24/04/2018WRL03500Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

24/04/2018WRL03600238. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the board 
members of Caranua who recently resigned have been replaced; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17876/18]
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24/04/2018WRL03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Arrangements will be put 
in place as soon as practicable to fill the two vacancies that have arisen on the Board of Caranua.  
These vacancies will be filled in accordance with the provisions of the Residential Institutions 
Statutory Fund Act 2012 and the Guidelines on Appointments to State Boards.  Notwithstand-
ing these vacancies the Caranua Board continues to operate and currently has seven members, 
two of whom are former residents.

24/04/2018WRL03800Teacher Retirements

24/04/2018WRL03900239. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding teachers who are coming up to retirement age but want to continue teaching; the pay 
arrangements in place in such situations; if this a temporary arrangement; the length of time it 
is expected to continue; the age to which teachers can work after 65 years of age; his plans to 
amend this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17897/18]

24/04/2018WRL04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In December 2017 this 
Government committed to makes changes to the compulsory retirement age in the public sec-
tor which currently requires those affected, including some teachers, to retire at age 65.  The 
proposed change, which will increase the compulsory retirement age to 70 years, will require 
the enactment of legislation and my colleague, the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure 
and Reform is progressing this draft legislation at present.  

Pending the legislative changes referred to above the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform set out temporary measures which will apply to those affected and who will reach age 
65 before the legislation has commenced.  That circular from DPER further authorised Gov-
ernment Departments and Offices to adapt those temporary arrangements so as to make them 
available to public service bodies under their aegis.

The temporary arrangements in the Education and Training sector mirror those outlined by 
DPER and my Department recently issued a Circular and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
on this matter to the sector.  

In essence these arrangements permit someone with a compulsory retirement age of 65 
years to continue working until they reach State pension age currently age 66.  The person 
concerned must retire, take their lump-sum payment but can return directly to their post in the 
educational institution.  They will return to work on the first point of the relevant pay-scale.  
It is intended that these temporary arrangements will continue until the commencement of the 
legislation to change the compulsory retirement age.  

Full details of the Circular and FAQs which are published on my Department’s website are 
attached for ease of reference.  

24/04/2018WRL04100Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRL04200240. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the form, 
date and amount of all invoices issued to his Department by a company (details supplied) in 
each of the years 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17904/18]

24/04/2018WRL04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Following an examination 
of my Department’s FMS Financial Management System, I understand that no payments were 
made to the company (details supplied) in the years 2007 to 2017.
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24/04/2018WRL04400Schools Site Acquisitions

24/04/2018WRL04500241. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the school sites 
which have been agreed in principle and-or announced as having been agreed which have not 
been fully conveyed, transferred or leased to his Department by the date the agreement was 
reached or announced as having been reached. [17919/18]

24/04/2018WRL04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to clarify that any 
site that has been announced as having been “agreed in principle” will not have been fully 
conveyed, transferred or leased to my Department by the date the agreement was reached or 
announced as having been reached.

In order to explain the answer to the Deputy’s question, I wish to put a context on the site 
acquisition process.  The first step is the identification of potential site options.  My Department 
works closely with local authorities in the identification of school sites and, in addition in line 
with relevant circulars, also considers the potential of existing properties in the ownership of 
my Department or other state agencies.  

Where a suitable site or property is identified, negotiations with the relevant landowner 
follow with a view to obtaining agreement on the terms of the land acquisition; this includes 
price but can also include other aspects such as technical issues arising from the development of 
the site.  This process can take some time but once the terms of the acquisition are agreed, i.e.  
“agreement in principle” obtained, the process moves to conveyancing stage.  

The point at which “agreement in principle” is reached with a landowner in respect of a 
proposed site acquisition is a very positive step in the acquisition process.  However, it is also 
the point that the conveyancing process to formalise the transfer (or lease) of the property com-
mences.  

Property conveyancing can be a time-consuming process depending on the variables in an 
individual case such as title issues and easements.  Due diligence has to be applied to the trans-
fer in order to ensure that good and marketable title is obtained in the interests of the Exchequer. 

In addition in cases where an acquisition is subject to planning permission, while contracts 
may be signed in advance, the transfer of ownership of the property occurs once planning per-
mission has been granted.  The planning process also includes the planning appeal process.   

Notwithstanding the above, where there is relative certainty in relation to finalising mat-
ters, for example where the land is in public ownership or where planning permission is being 
submitted but contracts not yet finalised, my Department sometimes can inform the school au-
thorities of the proposed school location at this point on the basis that “agreement in principle” 
has been obtained. 

My Department’s general approach is to inform the school authorities of the potential loca-
tion of the new school at as early a stage as possible, provided that this would not jeopardise the 
potential acquisition.  In general, where a site is in public ownership or where there is relative 
certainty in relation to completion of the acquisition, the school can be informed at the point 
when “agreement in principle” has been obtained and prior to contracts being signed.  In some 
cases, particularly where the land is in private ownership, due to commercial sensitivities it 
may not be appropriate to confirm the site location at the point at which agreement in principle 
is reached.  For example, title issues may come to light at conveyancing stage which means 
that the acquisition may not proceed; if this information were in the public domain it could 
potentially jeopardise any subsequent disposal of the land by the owner.  Similarly in some 
cases prematurely announcing the site location could jeopardise completion of the acquisition 
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process due to commercial or other issues.  

I trust this explains the context in which the school site acquisition process operates, and the 
reasons why school site acquisition progress can be referred to as having reached the point of 
“agreement in principle” while the formal transfer process has not completed.  

24/04/2018WRL04700Schools Refurbishment

24/04/2018WRL04800242. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the sta-
tus of improvement works and extension plans required at a school (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17933/18]

24/04/2018WRL04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, very substantial funding was granted to the school in question in May 2014 to provide 
additional accommodation.  

In February 2015, additional money was approved to address significant abnormal works 
identified by the school authority and further increased in December 2016 to carry out remedial 
works to the heating system.

The school has maintained contact with my Department in relation to specific accommoda-
tion requests, such as Pastoral Offices, Student Social Area and a new PE Hall.  The school has 
also referred in general to overall accommodation issues such as corridors, student locker areas 
and classroom conditions.

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department’s current priority, within the limited fund-
ing available, is the provision of essential classroom accommodation in areas where significant 
demographic need has been established to ensure that each child will have access to a physical 
school place.  The Deputy will therefore appreciate that all applications for capital funding must 
be considered in the context of the existing challenging financial circumstances where fund-
ing must be prioritised for this purpose and to provide mainstream classroom accommodation 
where additional teachers are being appointed.

In this context, it is important to note that the Department has clarified in writing to the 
school authority that the Department is not in a position to advance further needs of the school 
at present.  The school’s accommodation demands remain to be considered subject to available 
funding but without an indicative timeframe for the progression as a further phase.  

24/04/2018WRL05000Schools Building Projects Applications

24/04/2018WRL05100243. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the sta-
tus of an application by a school (details supplied) for an ASD unit and additional accommoda-
tion; if the remaining stages of the application will be approved; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17941/18]

24/04/2018WRL05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that an extension comprising a two classroom ASD unit was approved for the school in ques-
tion in March 2016.  In June 2017, the ETB sought to include elements of refurbishment to the 
existing building, the relocation of existing rooms and prefab removal which have also been 
approved.

A project delivery stage meeting was held with the school authority on 8 February last.  In 
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that regard, I understand that an updated stage submission has been received and is under con-
sideration.  My Department will revert to the ETB shortly in relation to next steps.

24/04/2018WRL05300Schools Building Projects Applications

24/04/2018WRL05400244. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a 
school (details supplied) will be included in the major building programme; the way in which 
the programme is progressing in view of the fact that the school is in need of major upgrade; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17942/18]

24/04/2018WRL05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department is in re-
ceipt of a major capital application from the school referred to by the Deputy.

A major project for the school in question is not included in the current 6 Year Construction 
Programme and in that context, it is not possible to give a timeframe for progression of a major 
project at the school at this time.  However, the application will fall to be considered for inclu-
sion should additional funding become available.

In the meantime however, very significant funding has been approved for a devolved ad-
ditional accommodation project comprising a two classroom ASD unit, elements of refurbish-
ment to the existing building, the relocation of existing rooms and prefab removal.

A project delivery stage meeting was held with the school authority on 8 February last.  In 
that regard, the updated stage submission from the ETB was received in April 2018 and is cur-
rently being considered.

24/04/2018WRM00200School Accommodation

24/04/2018WRM00300245. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his 
attention has been drawn to the rapid projected increase in student numbers for a school (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; his plans to provide additional accommodation for the school 
to cater for the additional 185 student intake projected for September 2018; the timeframe for 
delivery of the additional accommodation for the school; the timeframe for plans to include 
necessary planning permission requirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17943/18]

24/04/2018WRM00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that an ap-
plication for additional accommodation from the school referred to by the Deputy has been 
received by my Department.

My Department have been liaising with the relevant ETB in respect of the application and 
will revert to the school authority in the matter once a decision has been finalised.

24/04/2018WRM00500Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRM00600246. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the sta-
tus of a new school building for a school (details supplied); the timeline for the project delivery; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17944/18]

24/04/2018WRM00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
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referred to by the Deputy is currently at Stage 1 of the Architectural Planning Process.

Stage 1 is the Preliminary Design Stage where the Design Team in conjunction with the 
school authorities, will analyse all the constraints of the site, develop a preferred design option 
and ensure that the preferred option is the best option for the delivery of the brief.

Once the Stage 1 submission has been received and reviewed by my Department a meeting 
will be arranged with the school authorities and its Design Team to review and progress the 
design proposals.

The project will be progressed through the normal stages of architectural planning and it 
will be a matter for the school and its design team to expedite the progression of the design 
through those stages.

24/04/2018WRM00800Schools Building Projects Status

24/04/2018WRM00900247. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the sta-
tus of a new school building for a school (details supplied); the timeline for the project delivery; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17945/18]

24/04/2018WRM01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b (Detailed 
Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. All statutory approvals have been secured.

The Stage 2b submission has been reviewed by my Department and comments issued to the 
school and its Design Team in December 2017.

My Department also requested confirmations from the Design Team that it carries out one 
final review of all of its tender documentation to ensure compliance with DoES requirements. 
The Design Team has been requested to submit written confirmation from each Design Team 
member including the PSDP that they have completed this review and are satisfied that the 
Tender Documents are complete, correct and in compliance with DoES and Building Con-
trol (Amendment) Regulations (BC(A)R) tender documentation requirements. A response is 
awaited.

A letter recently issued to the school and its Design Team advising them of a timeframe for 
the progression of this project including the Pre-Qualification of Contractors.

24/04/2018WRM01100Schools Refurbishment

24/04/2018WRM01200248. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the sta-
tus of a school extension and improvement plan for a school (details supplied); the timeframe 
for delivery of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17946/18]

24/04/2018WRM01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school referred to by 
the Deputy has been granted approval in principle for an all in grant to address dampness issues 
at the school. My Department’s Planning and Building Unit are currently awaiting finalised de-
signs and costings and when these are received they will be considered and the school authority 
will be informed on how to progress the project.
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24/04/2018WRM01400Departmental Contracts

24/04/2018WRM01500249. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills when 
the work contracted by his Department at a club (details supplied) in Dublin 7 will resume. 
[17950/18]

24/04/2018WRM01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The company contracted to 
undertake this work is currently in examinership. 

My Department recently met with a representative from the Examiner and representatives 
of the company.  As part of these discussions, my Department made clear the importance of the 
completion of the works referred to by the Deputy.

Engagement on these matters is on-going and my Department will continue to monitor the 
position closely to ensure that this and other projects are completed as quickly as possible.

24/04/2018WRM01700Special Educational Needs

24/04/2018WRM01800250. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a school 
(details supplied) in County Offaly has been refused funding for the central activity space ele-
ment in its funding application for a new autism spectrum development unit. [17952/18]

24/04/2018WRM01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that in cases where an ASD unit is approved as an extension to a mainstream school the exist-
ing available school accommodation is considered in order to establish the level of additional 
accommodation to be provided.

It is considered that a centrally located space can be used to promote contact with main-
stream students.  This space can be used by teaching staff for group class work, drama and used 
for play.  Where a General Purpose room is available within the existing school accommodation 
it is considered that this is appropriate to meet the requirements for integration. In the school 
referred to by the Deputy a General Purpose Room is available, therefore, a central activities 
space was not included as part of the accommodation for the ASD facility.

24/04/2018WRM02000Regulation of Lobbying

24/04/2018WRM02100251. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if under the lobbyist 
register it is expected that calls from lobbyists are recorded; if this is the practice in his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17995/18]

24/04/2018WRM02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, it is a requirement for all persons engaged in lob-
bying Public Officials to register with the www.lobbying.ie lobbying register and to ensure that 
all lobbying activities undertaken by such persons must be reported in a timely manner.

The Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 does not set out any requirements for Designated 
Public Officials to register, submit returns, or validate information contained in the returns 
submitted by lobbyists.

Officials in my Department monitor, on a regular basis, all lobbying activity contained on 
the register in respect of Designated Public Officials (DPOs) within my Department and main-
tain and publish an up to date list of all Department of Education and Skills DPOs on my De-
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partment’s website in accordance with the directions of the Standards in Public Office Commis-
sion (SIPO), a list of DPOs in my Department can be viewed here (www.education.ie).

24/04/2018WRM02300School Transport Appeals

24/04/2018WRM02400252. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school bus 
ticket application by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; if a bus ticket will be granted 
in view of the circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18061/18]

24/04/2018WRM02500Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
John Halligan): School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf 
of the Department.

Currently over 116,000 children, including over 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at a total cost of 
almost €190 million in 2017.

Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are 
eligible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attending their 
nearest education centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos 
and language.

Bus Éireann has advised that the child in question is not attending her nearest post primary 
centre and is therefore not eligible for school transport.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only. Concessionary transport is subject to a number of terms and conditions including 
the availability of spare seats on an existing service and payment of the annual charge. 

Seats for concessionary applicants are allocated after all eligible children have been accom-
modated on school transport services. This exercise normally takes place after the closing date 
for receipt of payments. Where seats are limited a random selection process is used.

The family in question should liaise with their local Bus Éireann office regarding the avail-
ability of concessionary seats for the 2018/19 school year.

While it is the prerogative of parents to send their children to the school of their choice, 
eligibility for school transport at post primary level is to the nearest education centre/school.

The terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme are applied equitably on a national 
basis.

24/04/2018WRM02600Apprenticeship Data

24/04/2018WRM02700253. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of male 
and female apprentices in training by each employment sector and subsector at 31 March 2018, 
for craft based and consortia led apprenticeships in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18063/18]

24/04/2018WRM02800254. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of new 
apprenticeship registrations in each employment sector and subsector in each of the years 2014 
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to 2017 and to 31 March 2018, for craft based apprenticeships in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18064/18]

24/04/2018WRM02900257. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the targeted ap-
prentice registrations forecasted for all craft based apprenticeships and registrations planned 
under new consortia led apprenticeship programmes; the number of existing and new appren-
ticeship programmes forecasted in each of the years 2016 to 2020; and the number of realised 
apprentice registrations and new programmes operationalised for these targets at 31 December 
2016, 31 December 2017 and 31 March 2018, in tabular form. [18067/18]

24/04/2018WRM03000258. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the forecasted 
apprentice population in each employment sector and subsector in each of the years 2016 to 
2020 by craft based and new consortia led apprenticeships; and the apprentice population at 31 
December 2016, 31 December 2017 and 31 March 2018, in tabular form. [18068/18]

24/04/2018WRM03100259. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the State funding, 
that is, National Training Fund and Exchequer funding, allocated to craft based and consortia 
led apprenticeships by design, validation, training costs, off the job training and other costs in-
curred in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form. [18069/18]

24/04/2018WRM03231Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
John Halligan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 253, 254 and 257 to 259, inclusive together.

The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following tabular statements.

Apprenticeship

Population at end: Mar-18
Female Male Grand Total

Construction Total  5 3,039  3,044 
Brick and Stonelay-
ing

122  122 

Cabinet Making 3  3 
Carpentry and Join-
ery

2 1,218 1,220 

Floor and Wall Til-
ing

     -   

Painting and Deco-
rating

1 86  87 

Plastering 69  69 
Plumbing 1 1,332 1,333 
Stonecutting and 
Stonemasonry

33  33 

Wood Manufacturing 
and Finishing

 1 176 177 

Wood Machinist -   

Electrical Total  25  5,633 5,658 
Aircraft Mechanics 3 145 148 
Electrical 18 4,652 4,670 
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Population at end: Mar-18
Female Male Grand Total

Electrical Instrumen-
tation

3 333  336 

Electronic Security 
Systems

1 120  121 

Industrial Electrical 
Eng

31 31 

Instrumentation 40  40 
Refrigeration 312  312 

Engineering Total 9 1,940 1,949 
Farriery 18  18 
Industrial Insulation 42  42 
Manufacturing Engi-
neering (Level 6)

2 41  43 

Manufacturing Engi-
neering (Level 7)

3 36  39 

M.A.M.F. 2 624 626 
Metal Fabrication 1 700 701 
Pipefitting 1 83  84 
Polymer Processing 
Tech

23  23 

Sheet Metalworking 124 124 
Toolmaking 249 249 

Financial Total 98 132 230 
Accounting Techni-
cian

 37 30  67 

Insurance Practice 53 82 135 
International Finan-
cial Services Associ-
ate

4 10  14 

International Finan-
cial Services Spe-
cialist

4 10  14 

Hospitality Total 10 47  57 
Commis Chef 10 47  57 

Motor Total 6 2,372 2,378 
Agricultural Me-
chanics

1 156  157 

Construction Plant 
Fitting

249 249 

Heavy Vehicle Me-
chanics

500 500 
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Population at end: Mar-18
Female Male Grand Total

Motor Mechanics 5 1,303  1,308 
Vehicle Body Re-
pairs

164  164 

Printing and Paper 
Total

 -   11  11 

Print Media 11  11 
Priniting
Bookbinding

Grand Total 153 13,174 13,327 
black text = Craft based

red text = consortia led

Expenditure

National Train-
ing Fund (NTF) 
allocation (€m)

NTF expendi-
ture Total (€m)* 

Exchequer al-
location (€m)

Exchequer ex-
penditure Total 
(€m)*

2015 49.6 42.6 12.5 12.8
2016 60.1 55.1 14.6 14.5
2017   80.4 69.9 19.1 18.8
2018 (to date) 122** 26.6 N/A N/A

*Includes all costs associated with apprenticeship training, excluding capital

** In 2018 all funding for craft and consortia led apprenticeships will be provided from the 
NTF

Targets 2016-2020

Craft-based 
apprentice-
ships

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Number of 
apprentice-
ship pro-
grammes

27 27 27 27 27

Forecast new 
registrations 
per annum

3,390 4,147 4,697 5,087 5,587

New appren-
ticeships
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Craft-based 
apprentice-
ships

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Planned 
number of 
apprentice-
ship pro-
grammes 
(cumulative)

2 15 25 35 40

Planned new 
registrations 
per annum

82 800 1,500 2,297 3,413

Total target 
apprentice 
registrations 
p.a.

3,472 4,947 6,197 7,384 9,000

Consortia led apprenticeship registrations and new operational programmes

Consortia led apprenticeship 
Registrations

Cumulative operational pro-
grammes

2016 79 2
2017 335 9
2018 (to date) 42 11

Craft Apprenticeship Registrations

Craft Ap-
prenticeship 
Registrations

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

(end of 
March)

CON-
STRUC-
TION  
Brick and 
Stonelaying

20 26 52 60 16

Carpentry 
and Joinery

185 291 399 443 142

Painting and 
Decorating

11 19 27 44 4

Plastering 9 7 18 34 8
Plumbing 318 289 345 532 122
Stonecutting 
and Stone-
masonry

16 13 2 8 0
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Craft Ap-
prenticeship 
Registrations

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

(end of 
March)

Wood Manu-
facturing and 
Finishing

23 48 71 59 22

Total 582 693 914 1,180 314 
ELECTRI-
CAL
Aircraft Me-
chanics

33 34 39 53 0

Electrical 845 956 1,343 1,705 451
Electrical 
Instrumenta-
tion

85 83 106 120 21

Electronic 
Security Sys-
tems

16 28 28 72 15

Instrumenta-
tion 

10 8 10 20 1

Refrigeration 
and Air Con-
ditioning

62 75 79 106 36

Total 1,051 1,184 1,605 2,076 524 
ENGINEER-
ING 
Mechanical 
Automation 
and Mainte-
nance Fitting

174 153 163 183 60

Farriery 4 7 5 6 0
Industrial 
Insulation

10 13 10 21 7

Metal Fabri-
cation

176 198 186 224 58

Pipefitting 0 37 33 25 5
Sheet Metal-
working

23 38 40 53 17

Toolmaking 66 62 66 65 19
Total 453 508 503 577 166 
MOTOR
Agricultural 
Mechanics

38 59 43 45 12

Construction 
Plant Fitting

56 77 59 86 19
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Craft Ap-
prenticeship 
Registrations

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

(end of 
March)

Heavy Ve-
hicle Me-
chanics

145 154 136 143 29

Motor Me-
chanics

325 423 420 353 89

Vehicle Body 
Repairs

40 47 58 46 7

Total 604 760 716 673 156 
PRINTING
Print Media 8 8 4 2 0
Total 8 8 4 2 0

Total 2,698 3,153 3,742 4,508 1,160

Table 1 - Craft Apprenticeships: Forecast population by industrial sector

Year Construction Electrical Motor Engineering Printing  Total
Population 
December 
2016 

2,400 4,200 2,600 1,800 25  11,025

Population 
December 
2017 

2,918 5,491  2,353 1,799 0  12,561

Population 
December 
2018

4,006 6,772 2,670 2,147 10  15,605

Population 
December 
2019

5,418 7,593 2,865 2,436 10  18,322

Population 
December 
2020

7,092 8,144 3,093 2,756 10  21,095

Table 2 - Forecast population for new apprenticeships*

Year Nos.
Population December 2016 82
Population December 2017 882
Population December 2018 2,370
Population December 2019 3,994
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Year Nos.
Population December 2020 6,069

*At this stage, it is not possible to give an accurate breakdown of the forecast population 
in new apprenticeships on a sectoral basis. The Apprenticeship Council is continuing to work 
with consortia in developing a wide variety of proposals in various sectors of the economy 
made through the first call for proposals. In addition, following our second call for proposals 
last year a further 26 new proposals were approved for further development across a wide range 
of occupations. Once developed, these will further shape the sectoral breakdown of these new 
apprenticeships.

Apprentice Population

Apprentice Popula-
tion at end:

2016 2017 2018

to end of March
Construction Total         2,273         2,873         3,044 
Brick and Stonelay-
ing

              87            121            122 

Cabinet Making                 3                 2                 3 
Carpentry and Join-
ery

           889         1,136         1,220 

Floor and Wall Til-
ing

               -                  -   

Painting and Deco-
rating

              53               85               87 

Plastering               39               63               69 
Plumbing         1,047         1,272         1,333 
Stonecutting and 
Stonemasonry

              27               33               33 

Wood Manufacturing 
and Finishing

           128            161            177 

Electrical Total         4,191         5,458         5,658 
Aircraft Mechanics            143            158            148 
Electrical         3,438         4,484         4,670 
Electrical Instrumen-
tation

           266            327            336 

Electronic Security 
Systems

              62            120            121 

Industrial Electrical 
Eng

              12               31 31

Instrumentation               29               43               40 
Refrigeration            241            295            312 

Engineering Total         1,647         1,888         1,949 
Farriery               15               18 18
Industrial Insulation               30               38 42
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Apprentice Popula-
tion at end:

2016 2017 2018

to end of March
Manufacturing Engi-
neering (Level 6)

              39 43

Manufacturing Engi-
neering (Level 7)

              36 39

M.A.M.F.            575            612 626
Metal Fabrication            626            681 701
Pipefitting               61               81 84
Polymer Processing 
Tech

              23 23

Sheet Metalworking               96            118 124
Toolmaking            244            242 249

Financial Total               67            237 230
Accounting Techni-
cian

              71 67

Insurance Practice               67            138 135
International Finan-
cial Services Associ-
ate

              14 14

International Finan-
cial Services Spe-
cialist

              14 14

Hospitality Total               25 57
Commis Chef               25 57

Motor Total         2,248         2,355         2,378 
Agricultural Me-
chanics

           148            154            157 

Construction Plant 
Fitting

           213            248            249 

Heavy Vehicle Me-
chanics

           470            493            500 

Motor Mechanics         1,262         1,293         1,308 
Vehicle Body Re-
pairs

           155            167            164 

Printing and Paper 
Total

              19               13               11 

Print Media               19               13               11 

Total      10,445      12,849      13,327 



Questions - Written Answers

110

Apprentice Popula-
tion at end:

2016 2017 2018

to end of March
Craft based  Appren-
ticeship Total

     10,366      12,458      12,904 

Consortia led Ap-
prenticeship Totals

              79            391 423

Grand Total (all ap-
prenticeships)

     10,445      12,849      13,327 

black text = Craft based

red text = consortia led

24/04/2018WRM03400Apprenticeship Data

24/04/2018WRM03500255. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of male 
and female trainees enrolled by employment sector and subsector at 31 March 2018 for existing 
traineeships and new and relaunched traineeships in tabular form; the budget allocation in 2016, 
2017, and 2018 for State funded traineeships; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18065/18]

24/04/2018WRM03600256. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of live 
traineeship programmes forecast for all existing traineeships; the targeted new enrolments per 
annum; the forecasted cumulative number of traineeship programmes; the planned new enrol-
ments per annum for new and relaunched traineeships in each of the years 2016 to 2020; and 
the number realised for existing traineeships and new and relaunched traineeships (details sup-
plied) for these targets at 31 December 2017, in tabular form. [18066/18]

24/04/2018WRM03700Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
John Halligan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 255 and 256 together.

The Government is prioritising the expansion of traineeship offerings as part of the Action 
Plan to Expand Apprenticeship and Traineeship 2016-2020. At the end of 2017, an additional 
eight new traineeships had been developed in areas such as hospitality, engineering and anima-
tion. The programmes have been designed by ETBs working in collaboration with employers to 
meet identified skill needs. In addition, we have broadened the eligibility criteria on participa-
tion to include school leavers, older learners and people in employment. 

A new Five-Step Guide to traineeship has been developed which is aimed at employers 
seeking practical information on how to develop a traineeship within their company.  The guide 
provides practical information on what a traineeship is; how employers and prospective trainees 
can access traineeship programmes; information on current traineeship opportunities, and the 
five-step process to developing a new traineeship. 

I have been informed by SOLAS that they are currently reviewing the 2017 end of year 
traineeship enrolments figure and also the gender breakdown of enrolments for the first quarter 
of 2018.  I will forward this information to the Deputy once it has been verified and validated.

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to traineeship targets and budget al-
location is set out in the following tables.
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Targets 2016 - 2020

Existing Trainee-
ships

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Number of ‘live 
traineeships pro-
grammes’

24 24 24 24 24

Target new enrol-
ments per annum

2,400 2,400 3,000 3,500 3,500

New/relaunched 
traineeships
Number of trainee-
ship programmes 
(cumulative)

2 4 10 20 30

Planned new enrol-
ments per annum

100 200 900 1,500 1,500

Total target trainee 
enrolments p.a.

2,500 2,600 3,900 5,000 5,000

Allocation for Traineeships

Year €
2016 €29,398,301
2017 €26,159,261
2018 €41,000,000 (subject to SOLAS/ETB service plan-

ning process)

Questions Nos. 257 to 259, inclusive, answered with Question No. 253.

24/04/2018WRM04200Apprenticeship Programmes

24/04/2018WRM04300260. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
assessment by the Apprenticeship Council regarding the 77 proposals received in the second 
call for new apprenticeship categories which closed on 1 September 2017; the apprenticeships 
that have been approved for roll out; and the timeline for operationalising each new approved 
apprenticeship in tabular form. [18070/18]

24/04/2018WRM04400Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
John Halligan): This Government is committed to expanding the apprenticeship model into 
new sectors of the economy. A key commitment in our Action Plan to Expand Apprenticeship 
for last year was to issue a second call for apprenticeship proposals to refresh the pipeline of ap-
prenticeship proposals established through the first call. The call closed on 1 September with 77 
proposals received from a range of sectors, occupations and National Framework Qualification 
levels.  Following the evaluation process 26 new programmes have been approved for further 
development into national apprenticeships in various sectors including construction, engineer-
ing, horticulture and agriculture.  

Based on information from the consortia, the information requested by the Deputy in rela-
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tion to these programmes is set out in the following table.

Title of proposed ap-
prenticeship 

Industry lead Proposed coordi-
nating provider 

Target rollout 
date

1. Applied Horticulture 
Level 6   
Duration 2 years  

Teagasc Teagasc 2nd half 2019

2. Arboriculture Level 5   
Duration 2 years   

Caseys Tree 
Care Ltd, North 
West Tree Care, 
Kilcoyne Tree 
Care, Arborist 
Ireland 

Galway Roscom-
mon ETB 

2nd half 2019

3. Associate Sales Pro-
fessional Level 6   
Duration 3 years   

Sales Sense Mayo Sligo and 
Leitrim ETB 

2nd half 2019

4. CGI Technical Artist 
(Animation, Games, 
VFX)  Level 9   
Duration 2 years   

Animation 
Skillnet with 
Screen Training 
Ireland 

Dublin IT  2nd half 2019

5. Equipment Systems 
Engineer 

SL Controls University of 2nd half 2019

Level 9   
Duration 2 years  

Limerick  2nd half 2019

6. Farm Management 
Level 7   
Duration 4 years   

Teagasc Teagasc 2nd half 2019

7. Farm Technician Level 
6   
Duration 2 years   

Teagasc Teagasc 2nd half 2019

8. Geo-Driller Level 6   
Duration 3 years   

Geological Sur-
vey Ireland 

IT Carlow  2nd half 2019

9. ICT Associate Profes-
sional in Cybersecurity 
Level 6   
Duration 2 years   

FastTrack into 
Technology 
(FIT) 

FIT 2nd half 2019

10. Lean Sigma Manager 
Level 9   
Duration 2 years   

Teleflex  University of 
Limerick  

2nd half 2019

11. Logistics Associate  
Level 6    
Duration 2 years   

Freight Trans-
port Association 
Ireland  

Dublin IT  End 2018

12. Principal Engineer- 
Professional Doctorate  
Level 10   
Duration 4 years   

SL Controls University of 
Limerick  

2nd half 2019

13. Professional Bar Man-
ager  Level 6   
Duration 2 years 

Vintners Asso-
ciation 

Griffith College  2nd half 2019
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Title of proposed ap-
prenticeship 

Industry lead Proposed coordi-
nating provider 

Target rollout 
date

14. Professional Hair-
dressing  Level 6   
Duration 3 years   

Hairdressing 
Council of Ire-
land 

Limerick and 
Clare ETB and 
Image Learning 
and Development 
Training Network 
Ltd 

2nd half 2019

15. Professional Health-
care Assistant Level 6   
Duration 2 years   

Kiltipper Woods 
Care Centre 

Griffith College  2nd half 2019

16. Laboratory Analyst  
Level 7   
Duration 3 years   

Ibec Biopharma 
cluster  

IT Tallaght  End 2018

17. Laboratory Technician  
Level 6  
 Duration 2 years   

Ibec Biopharma 
cluster  

IT Tallaght  End 2018

18. Senior Quantity Sur-
veyor  Level 9   
Duration 2 years   

Society of 
Charted Survey-
ors Ireland  

Limerick Institute 
of Technology 

2nd half 2019

19. Recruitment Practitio-
ner  Level 6   
Duration 2 years   

National Re-
cruitment Fed-
eration  

National College 
of Ireland  

2nd half 2019

20. Scaffolding  Level 6   
Duration 3 years   

Construction 
Industry Federa-
tion 

Laois and Offaly 
ETB  

2nd half 2019

21. Software System De-
signer  Level 9   
Duration 2 years   

Lero  University of 
Limerick  

2nd half 2019

22. SportTurf Manage-
ment Level 6   
Duration 2 years  

Teagasc Teagasc 2nd half 2019

23. Stud Farm Manage-
ment Level 7   
Duration 2 years   

Teagasc Teagasc  2nd half 2019

24. Supply Chain Associ-
ate  Level 7   
Duration 3 years   

IPICS The 
Supply Chain 
Management 
Institute 

University of 
Limerick  

End 2018

25. Supply Chain Manager 
Level 9   
Duration 2 years   

IPICS The 
Supply Chain 
Management 
Institute 

University of 
Limerick 

2nd half 2019

26. Supply Chain Special-
ist Level 8   Duration 
2 years 

IPICS The 
Supply Chain 
Management 
Institute 

University of 
Limerick 

2nd half 2019

24/04/2018WRM04500Parental Leave
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24/04/2018WRM04600261. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status and 
timeline of the legislation to increase parental leave to 26 weeks; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17571/18]

24/04/2018WRM04700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for Partnership Government includes a commit-
ment to increase paid leave for parents during the first year of a child’s life, as research shows 
that parental care is of particular importance during this time.  The Government has established 
an interdepartmental working group to develop proposals to give effect to this commitment and 
I expect it to make its report at towards the end of this month. 

The Government’s commitment to introduce a paid parental leave entitlement is also in 
keeping with the policy approach put forward by the European Commission’s proposal for a 
work-life balance directive. The key proposal in the Directive is that parental leave should be 
made available to parents on a paid basis, and it is currently under discussion at working group 
level.

The Deputy will also be aware that Deputies Roisin Shortall and Catherine Murphy have 
proposed a Private Members Bill, entitled Parental Leave (Amendment) Bill 2017, which pro-
vides for the extension of the existing entitlement to parental leave from 18 weeks leave to 26 
weeks leave. The Government decided not to oppose this Bill at Second Stage, which took 
place on 8 February 2018.

I advised the House that I was available to discuss the proposal contained in the Bill with 
the sponsoring deputies. The Bill has been referred to the Select Committee on Justice and 
Equality and I have strongly suggested that the Joint Committee on Justice and Equality carry 
out a comprehensive legislative scrutiny on the Bill and on related issues in order to inform the 
debate and to allow interested stakeholders, groups and individuals to make submissions and to 
input to the legislative process. 

I look forward to engaging in future discussions on the Bill in the context of the work that 
is ongoing in relation to expanding paid support to parents.

24/04/2018WRM04800Refugee Resettlement Programme

24/04/2018WRM04900262. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
measures he has taken to avoid further underspending of EU integration funding; if he has 
acted on advice from the EU Commission to strengthen Ireland’s administration of the funds 
and make use of available technical assistance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17391/18]

24/04/2018WRM05000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department avails of funding under the European Social Fund (ESF) and the Asylum, Mi-
gration and Integration Fund (AMIF) to fund activities to support the integration of migrants 
who have come to Ireland.

In 2016 the EU Funds Unit was established, within the Asylum Services, Integration and 
Equality Division of my Department, to ensure, in cooperation with all the agencies and organi-
sations involved, that all the necessary requirements are fulfilled to draw down the maximum 
amount of available funding, including technical assistance, from the European Union, having 
regard to the specificities of the different EU Funds.   

In September 2016, the EU Funds Unit issued Open Calls for Proposals for projects suitable 
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for funding under the ESF and the AMIF and as a result of those Open Calls €7.5 million in 
funding was made available for a three year period to 25 projects to support the reception, inte-
gration and employment of migrants.  It is envisaged that an additional €4.5 million in funding 
will be available for an Open Call which will issue later this year in respect funding for a fur-
ther three year period.  EU funds are also directed towards supporting recently arrived refugees 
through the Irish Refugee Resettlement Programme.

In addition to the activities supported by EU Funds my Department has also granted €1.9 
million to 15 projects from the National Funding Programme to support integration activities 
and a further €500,000 to 131 local community projects under the Communities Integration 
Fund which is currently open again for proposals - the closing date for receipt of applications 
for these grants is 3 May 2018.

24/04/2018WRM05100Garda Deployment

24/04/2018WRM05200263. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the Garda num-
bers for the Cork city Garda division in 2007 and 2011; the current strength in this regard; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17403/18]

24/04/2018WRM05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that the strength of the Cork City Division in 2007, 
2011 and on 28 February 2018, the latest date for which information is readily available, was 
656, 690 and 667 respectively . There are also 42 Garda Reserves and 69 Garda civilian staff 
attached to the Cork City Division as of the 28 February 2018. When appropriate, the work of 
local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau 
and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.  

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime. To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an over-
all Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 
Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
goal. 

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, just under 1,800 recruits 
have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties 
nationwide, of whom 48 have been assigned to the Cork City Division. Garda numbers, taking 
account of retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since 
the end of 2016. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Garda 
workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on track. 
This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In total, 800 Garda 
trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last month. Further, Garda 
numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 14,000 by the end of 



Questions - Written Answers

116

2018.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties. There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training in 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána. We are now re-
building the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy 
increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Division, including the Cork City Division.

24/04/2018WRN00200Garda Deployment

24/04/2018WRN00300264. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the rea-
son a superintendent who was to take up a position at a County Limerick Garda station was 
appointed last week to head up the national vetting bureau, Thurles, County Tipperary (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17432/18]

24/04/2018WRN00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware the Government approved the Five Year Reform and High-level Workforce Plan for An 
Garda Síochána in July 2016.  The plan encompasses the agreed recommendations of the Garda 
Inspectorate Report “Changing Policing in Ireland” and the Programme for a Partnership Gov-
ernment commitment to expand the Garda work force.

In relation to civilian staff, the Plan sets a medium term target of 20% civilians of the over-
all Garda workforce by 2021. This translates to a doubling the number of civilian staff from 
2,000 to 4,000 over the period and will bring An Garda Síochána more in line with international 
norms.  This target will be achieved through a twin-track approach of firstly, a “civilian by 
default” policy to be adopted in relation to the filling of all new posts other than operational 
policing posts and for non-operational policing posts that become vacant and, secondly, the 
redeployment of Gardaí to policing roles.

While Government determines overall policy and provides the necessary resources, it 
is the Garda Commissioner who has responsibility to carry on and manage and control gen-
erally the administration and business of the Garda Síochána, including by arranging for the 
recruitment, training and appointment of its members and civilian staff.  As the Deputy will be 
aware it is also the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter.

I am assured by the Commissioner that all posts are filled having regard to the Five Year 
Reform and High-level Workforce Plan for An Garda Síochána and the requirement to allocate 
both Garda and civilian resources appropriately.

24/04/2018WRN00500Garda Deployment

24/04/2018WRN00600265. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the num-
ber of sergeants and inspectors in County Wexford; the stations in which they are based; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17445/18]

24/04/2018WRN00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
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preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, including 
personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the 
matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in the 
context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made of 
these resources.

I am informed by the Commissioner that in regard to the deployment of Garda personnel, 
a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors including population, 
crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division. Where a deficiency in 
resources is identified the matter is considered fully and addressed accordingly.

Appointments to the ranks of Sergeant and Inspector are a matter for the Commissioner 
under section 14 of Garda Síochána Act 2005.

I am advised by the Commissioner that the overall strength of the Sergeant and Inspector 
rank was 1866 and 263 respectively as of 28 February 2018, the latest date for which figures 
are available.  I am further advised by the Commissioner that there is currently a competition in 
train for promotion to the rank of Sergeant and Inspector with the aim of bringing the strength to 
2,000 and 300 respectively, as agreed under the Employment Control Framework. I am assured 
by the Commissioner that following completion of this competition the needs of all Garda Divi-
sions including the Wexford Division will be fully considered when determining the allocation 
of Garda Sergeants and Inspectors.

For the Deputy’s information, I have set out in tabular form the number of Sergeants and 
Inspectors in the Wexford Division by Station, as of 28 February 2018, the latest date for which 
figures are currently available, as supplied by the Commissioner.

Wexford Division 28 February 2018

DISTRICT STATION SG IN
 ENNISCORTHY BUNCLODY 2 0
- COURTOWN HAR-

BOUR
1 0

- ENNISCORTHY 6 2
- GOREY 6 1
- OYLEGATE 1 0
-  TOTAL 16 3
 NEW ROSS NEW ROSS 7 1
- TOTAL 7 1
WEXFORD CASTLEBRIDGE 1 0
- ROSSLARE HAR-

BOUR
1 0

- WEXFORD 13 3
-  TOTAL 15 3
 WEXFORD TOTAL  38 7

24/04/2018WRN00800Community Return Programme

24/04/2018WRN00900266. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the community 
return programme is open to prisoners serving a five-year sentence but statutorily barred; the 
process for making such an application; and the criteria needed to get access to and be a suc-
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cessful applicant for the scheme. [17467/18]

24/04/2018WRN01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that mandatory sentenced prisoners are not considered for the Community Return Scheme 
due to restrictions on the granting of temporary release to such prisoners.

The Community Return Scheme is a temporary release scheme and as such any decision 
regarding it, is based on the criteria outlined in the Criminal Justice Act 1960 and the Criminal 
Justice (Temporary Release of Prisoners) Act 2003.

The eligibility to be considered for the Community Return Scheme include: those serving 
a sentence of between 1 and 8 years imprisonment; those who have 50% of entire sentence 
served; and the prisoner’s behaviour in custody and whether they have used their time in prison 
productively.

Before a final determination is made a number additional factors are taken into account in-
cluding: the nature and gravity of the offence to which the sentence being served by the person 
relates; the sentence concerned and any recommendation made by the Court in relation to the 
sentence imposed; the potential threat to the safety and security of the public should the person 
be released; the person’s previous criminal record; any report or recommendation made by the 
Governor, the Garda Síochána, a Probation & Welfare Officer, or any other person whom the 
Minister considers may be of assistance in coming to a decision as to whether to grant tempo-
rary release; the risk that the person might commit an offence during any period of temporary 
release; the risk of the person failing to comply with any of the conditions of temporary release; 
and the likelihood that a period of temporary release might accelerate the person’s reintegration 
into society or improve his prospects of obtaining employment.

24/04/2018WRN01100Road Traffic Accidents Data

24/04/2018WRN01200267. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 280 of 23 January 2018 the number of other persons who were 
killed in the road traffic collisions involving an unaccompanied learner driver in the years con-
cerned; the number of persons who were seriously injured in the road traffic collisions; if the 
report has been published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17469/18]

24/04/2018WRN01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have again requested a 
report from An Garda Síochána in relation to the statistics sought by the Deputy, and I can as-
sure the Deputy that I will be in contact with him directly on receipt of the report.

24/04/2018WRN01400Garda Resources

24/04/2018WRN01500268. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set down the 
number of dogs assigned to each Garda division in each of the years 2010 to 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17471/18]

24/04/2018WRN01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, decisions in relation to the management and allocation of Garda resources are a matter 
for the Garda Commissioner and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.

I have asked the Garda authorities for the specific information requested and will inform the 
Deputy when it is to hand.
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24/04/2018WRN01700Garda Data

24/04/2018WRN01800269. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out in tabular 
form the motor vehicles disposed of in 2017 that had been seized by An Garda Síochána; when 
the vehicles were seized, the age of the vehicles when sold; the price secured for the vehicles; 
the make and model of each vehicle; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17490/18]

24/04/2018WRN01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that An Garda Síochána has provided the information requested by the Deputy and this is set 
out in the following tabular statement. The Garda data concerns vehicles sold by public auc-
tion through the Garda Auctioneering Supplier. It should be noted that end-of-life vehicles not 
suitable for sale by auction are disposed of in accordance with waste management legislation. I 
am informed by An Garda Síochána that information on when vehicles are seized is not readily 
available and an inordinate amount of time would be required to collate such data.

No. Sale Date Make Model Registration 
Date 

Mileage Sale Price €

1 28-Jan-17 Volkswagen Golf 2.0 Gt Tdi 
138bhp 0 3dr - 
1968cc Hatchback 
Diesel

17-May-04 185,138 €700.00

2 07-Feb-17 Volkswagen Touareg D 2.5 
Tdi 174bhp 5dr 
A - 2460cc Estate 
Diesel Automatic

29-Mar-05 193,439 €1,950.00

3 07-Feb-17 Honda 998 Cycle - 998cc 
Motorcycle

30-Apr-04 19,030 €4,000.00

4 07-Mar-17 Mercedes 
Benz

Ml 270 Cdi Com-
mercial Auto - 
2685cc 4x4 Diesel 
Automatic

03-Jan-06 251,956 €1,500.00

5 07-Mar-17 Volkswagen Passat 1.9 Tdi 
4dr B6 105bhp 
- 1896cc Saloon 
Diesel

19-Jul-07 n/a €900.00

6 28-Mar-17 Toyota Avensis D-4d Tr 
4dr 2.0 Overmount 
- 1998cc Saloon 
Diesel

27-Jan-09 84,598 €3,800.00

7 18-Apr-17 Skoda Octavia Se Tdi Cr - 
1598cc Hatchback 
Diesel

06-Oct-10 94,450 €3,000.00

8 27-Jun-17 Volvo S40 1.8 Se Flexi-
fuel Ffv - 1798cc 
Saloon

02-Aug-07 236,527 €600.00

9 27-Jun-17 Yamaha 998 Cycle Yzf-r1 - 
998cc Motorcycle

04-May-00 n/a €1,650.00

10 27-Jun-17 BMW 318 E91 D Es 
Touring 5dr 
143bhp - 1995cc 
Estate Diesel

30-Apr-08 241,145 €2,400.00

11 27-Jun-17 Triumph Rocket 111 - 
2294cc Motorcycle

01-Apr-05 12,009 €3,250.00

12 11-Jul-17 Toyota Avensis Aura 
4dr 1.6 Saloon - 
1598cc Saloon

23-Feb-06 231,713 €650.00
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No. Sale Date Make Model Registration 
Date 

Mileage Sale Price €

13 29-Aug-17 Big Bear 1639 Chopper 
Athena - 1639cc 
Motorcycle

15-Mar-08 0000 €7,100.00

14 26-Sep-17 Seat Leon 2.0 Tfsi Fr 
Dsg Auto - 1984cc 
Hatchback Auto-
matic

29-Feb-08 n/a €600.00

15 20-Feb-17 Volkswagen Passat Sport Tdi 
140 - 1968cc Sa-
loon Diesel

29-Jun-06 229,084 €570.00

16 27-Feb-17 Audi A3 197 Tfsi Se - 
1984cc Hatchback

31-Jul-08 n/a €740.00

17 08-Jun-17 Toyota Avensis Aura 
4dr 1.6 Saloon - 
1598cc Saloon

14-Jan-05 205,382 €200.00

18 15-Jun-17 Fiat Ducato - 1929cc 
Motor Caravan 
Diesel

02-Apr-98 161,810 €7,500.00

19 12-Oct-17 BMW 330 - 2926cc Sa-
loon Diesel

13-Jan-03 309,609 €200.00

20 23-Nov-17 Citroen Berlingo 1.9 D - 
1868cc Van Diesel

30-Jan-02 175,026 €50.00

Total: €41,360.00

24/04/2018WRN02000Visa Applications

24/04/2018WRN02100270. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the num-
ber of applications for visitors visas and long-term visas that have been decided upon since 
1 January 2018; the number of visas granted and refused. respectively, by the countries from 
which these applications were made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17523/18]

24/04/2018WRN02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a total of 19,727 short 
stay visa applications and 4,582 long stay visas have been decided on this year to 31 March. The 
following tables set out the position in relation to the top ten nationalities for visa applications 
and a combined figure for all other nationalities for the two categories requested by the Deputy.

In order to maintain confidentiality in relation to individual applicants, the number of ap-
plications granted or refused for a particular country are specified where there are ten or more 
such decisions.

Table 1: Short stay visa by Nationality of applicant

Nationality Final Granted Net Refused
India 3,650 158
People’s Republic of China 2,507 83
Russian Federation 2,440 43
Turkey 963 &lt;10
Nigeria 633 320
Pakistan 408 478
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Nationality Final Granted Net Refused
Ukraine 618 47
Philippines 474 88
Indonesia 461 &lt;10
Saudi Arabia 462 &lt;10
All other nationalities (109) 4,945 937
Grand Total 17,561 2,166

Table 2: Long-stay visa by Nationality of applicant

Nationality Final Granted Net Refused
India 1,357 144
Pakistan 265 197
People’s Republic of China 321 25
Philippines 273 37
Turkey 201 23
Saudi Arabia 203 &lt;10
Nigeria 133 62
Egypt 109 &lt;10
Russian Federation 92 &lt;10
Sudan 85 &lt;10
All other nationalities (80) 813 222
Grand Total 3,852 730

24/04/2018WRN02300Prison Service Data

24/04/2018WRN02400271. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out in 
tabular form the compensation payments made by the Irish Prison Service to inmates and per-
sons on remand in 2016 and 2017 by amount paid; the general nature of each claim made for 
the payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17524/18]

24/04/2018WRN02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Prison Service that the majority of compensation cases are managed by the State Claims Agen-
cy which is independent of the Irish Prison Service. Where compensation is awarded on foot of 
a court outcome or a settlement, it is subsequently paid from the Prison Service vote.

The following tables show the total amount paid in each category of claim to prisoners for 
the years 2016 and 2017.

Incident/Hazard 
Category

Sub Hazard Type 2016 
(€)

2017 
(€)

Grand Total 
(€)

Exposure to 
Behavioural 
Hazards

Violence, Harass-
ment and Aggres-
sion 

255,405 247,500 502,905

- Self Injurious Be-
haviour

50,000 51,736 101,736
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Incident/Hazard 
Category

Sub Hazard Type 2016 
(€)

2017 
(€)

Grand Total 
(€)

Exposure to 
Physical Haz-
ards

Slips, Trips, Falls 159,448 36,750 196,198

- Non Mechanical 
Components

60,000 64,982 124,982

- Mechanical Com-
ponents

25,000 8,500 33,500

- Electrical/Temper-
ature (excluding 
Fire)

10,000 23,000 33,000

Exposure to 
Biological Haz-
ards

Bacteria 0 92,000 92,000

- Organism Un-
known

29,500 10,500 40,000

Exposure to 
Chemical Haz-
ards

Gas/Other Chemi-
cal Products

0 40,000 40,000

Crash/Collision Crash/Collision 22,545 5,000 27,545
Clinical 
Care(Other)

Clinical Proce-
dures/Medication

8,000 15,000 23,000

Exposure to 
Psychological 
Hazards

Wrongful Arrest/
Unlawful Deten-
tion

28,500 0 28,500

Grand Total - 648,398 594,968 1,243,366

24/04/2018WRN02600Schengen Agreement

24/04/2018WRN02700272. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Schengen visa 
waiver for Ukrainians will be extended to Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [17547/18]

24/04/2018WRN02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The matter to which the 
Deputy refers is contained in Regulation (EU) 2017/850 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 17 May 2017 which amended a regulation of the European Parliament and of the 
Council Regulation (EC) No. 539/2001.  The regulation constitutes a development of the provi-
sions of the Schengen acquis in which Ireland does not take part in accordance with the Council 
Decision 2002/192/EC of 28 February, 2002.

Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 lists the third countries whose nationals must be in pos-
session of a visa when crossing the external borders of the relevant Member States and those 
whose nationals are exempt from requiring a visa.  As Ireland has not taken part in the adoption 
of this Regulation and is not bound by, or subject to its application, nationals of Ukraine con-
tinue to require a visa to travel here.

There are currently no plans to lift the visa requirement for Ukrainian nationals to come to 
Ireland.  In considering this, a range of factors need to be considered including general compli-
ance with the visa regime, the close alignment of our visa system with that in the United King-



24 April 2018

123

dom in order to protect the integrity of the Common Travel Area, and more generally broader 
immigration policy.

24/04/2018WRN02900Refugee Resettlement Programme

24/04/2018WRN03000273. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will report in 
tabular form on the commitments made on refugees; the timeline for accommodating same; the 
number of refugees who have arrived here to date in 2018 under the resettlement and reloca-
tion mechanisms; the commitments made to accept unaccompanied minors here; the number of 
unaccompanied minors who have been accommodated to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17594/18]

24/04/2018WRN03100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Government established the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) in September 
2015 as part of the State’s humanitarian response to the EU migration crisis and  agreed to 
accept up to 4,000 asylum seekers and refugees into Ireland under EU relocation and Resettle-
ment programmes. Ireland voluntarily opted into the two EU Council Decisions on Relocation 
(2015/1523) and (2015/1601), which provided for the EU wide relocation of 160,000 asylum 
seekers from Italy and Greece.

By the end of the two-year EU Relocation Programme in September 2017, across the Union, 
a total of 37,000 asylum seekers were eligible and registered for relocation in Italy and Greece, 
of which 78% (approximately 29,000) had been relocated to other EU Member States including 
Ireland. This is significantly lower than the 160,000 expected to be made available under the 
programme for relocation and resettlement.

Notwithstanding this, Ireland has remained committed to the target of 4,000 refugees and 
asylum-seekers and has taken its own steps to meet those commitments. The arrival of Ireland’s 
relocation persons was completed in March 2018 with 1,022 people having arrived from Greece 
and work continues to house such persons in communities.  267 people have arrived under re-
location in 2018.

Under Resettlement, Ireland pledged to admit 520 people under resettlement by 2017. We 
surpassed that figure in 2016 and this enabled the Government to further increase its commit-
ment under the programme.  A total of 1,040 persons under the European Commission’s July 
2015 Resettlement scheme will have been admitted by the end of this year, which is  a doubling 
of the original commitment of 520.

792 people have already arrived and the remaining refugees are due to arrive in the coming 
months. The European Commission recognises Ireland as being one of only seven EU Member 
States to have fulfilled their resettlement pledges from the July 2015 Agreement.

In a further gesture of humanitarian assistance towards the most vulnerable caught up in the 
migration crisis and following a debate in the Dáil, the Government also committed to taking 
up to 200 unaccompanied minors (UAMs) from France who were previously resident in the mi-
grant camp at Calais. Unlike any other Member State, Ireland also offered these young people 
programme refugee status.

Following 13 missions to France, a total of 41 young people ultimately expressed an interest 
and were assessed as suitable to come to Ireland under the programme.  They have all arrived in 
Ireland and this programme has been completed. These young people were taken in under the 
care of Tusla who have statutory responsibility for minors.  The IRPP has also accepted 6 
unaccompanied minors from Greece under the Relocation Programme.  Further initiatives to 
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respond to the needs of unaccompanied minors are under consideration at present.

To address the remaining balance of approximately 1,800 people under the IRPP, additional 
resettlement pledges have been made to take a further 945 refugees from Lebanon between 
2018 (345) and 2019 (600).  A new Family Reunification Humanitarian Admission Programme 
(FRHAP) is being established and will be open for applications shortly. This has a capacity to 
welcome up to 530 people by the end of 2019.

The Government is also keeping under review its options to further respond to our humani-
tarian obligation and to meet the target of 4,000.

A breakdown of the number of unaccompanied minors under the Calais Special Project and 
Greece is outlined in the following tables.

Calais Special Project

Year Number
2017 30
2018 11
Total 41

IRPP from Greece

Year Number
2016 4
2017 2
Total 6

24/04/2018WRN03200Garda Misconduct Allegations

24/04/2018WRN03300274. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the 
extent to which the circumstances surrounding the death of the son of a person (details sup-
plied) have been investigated in full; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17624/18]

24/04/2018WRN03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy’s question 
refers to the tragic death of a young man in a road traffic incident.  Certain of the circumstances 
surrounding his death have been subject to a number of investigations and reviews by various 
state bodies such as An Garda Síochána and the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission.  
The tragedy was also subject to independent scrutiny by the Independent Review Mechanism 
established by my predecessor as Minister for Justice and Equality.

The initial investigation conducted by An Garda Síochána led to the DPP successfully pros-
ecuting a case against the driver of the car involved and resulted in a conviction.

Complaints from the family were also referred to the Independent Review Mechanism 
(IRM) established in May 2014 as a means to independently review certain allegations of Garda 
misconduct, or inadequacies in the investigation of certain allegations, which had been made to 
the Minister for Justice and Equality or the Taoiseach or other public representatives.  A panel 
consisting of two Senior and five Junior Counsel was established for the purpose, all selected on 
the basis of their experience of the criminal justice system.  Every case under the Independent 
Review Mechanism was reviewed by independent counsel, who made an objective recom-
mendation. It was open to counsel to make any recommendation that they saw fit, including, if 
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they considered it appropriate, some form of independent inquiry.  Following the review of this 
case, counsel made a recommendation that the Minister should take no further action in this 
case and were of the view that the appropriate forum for these matters was GSOC. The Minister 
accepted the recommendation put forward by Counsel and informed the family accordingly in 
December 2016.

A number of complaints made to the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission by mem-
bers of the family are the subject of investigation by GSOC.

I can inform the Deputy that GSOC has now completed its criminal investigation in the case 
and has provided a copy of the report to the family, the Garda Commissioner and to me as Min-
ister. It is understood that GSOC will publish this report shortly.

As previously stated, once all the GSOC investigations are completed, the question of 
whether further action, if any, is to be taken will be fully considered. 

24/04/2018WRN03500Garda Recruitment

24/04/2018WRN03600275. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
post of head of training and development within An Garda Síochána will be filled; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17655/18]

24/04/2018WRN03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It has not been possible 
to answer this question in the time available.  I will revert to the Deputy in due course.

24/04/2018WRN03800Garda Retirements

24/04/2018WRN03900276. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out 
the number of retirements in An Garda Síochána from the rank of superintendent up to Com-
missioner since 1 January 2017, by rank, role and location; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17656/18]

24/04/2018WRN04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is  responsible for carrying on and managing and 
controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána.

I have included in my reply for the Deputy’s information details of departures from An 
Garda Síochána for the ranks of Superintendent to Commissioner inclusive from 1 January 
2017 to date, as provided to me by the Garda authorities. These figures include departures aris-
ing from voluntary, compulsory, or cost neutral early retirement, resignation, death, dismissal 
and medical discharge.

The Deputy will be aware that a competition is in train to select the next Garda Commis-
sioner. The process is being undertaken by the Public Appointment Service under the auspices 
of the independent Policing Authority for the first time. The competition closing date was 12 
April last.

In relation to the ranks of Superintendent to Assistant Commissioner inclusive it is a matter 
for the Policing Authority under Regulation 5 of Garda Síochána Act 2005 (Appointments to 
the Ranks of Assistant Garda Commissioner, Chief Superintendent and Superintendent) Regu-
lations 2016 to keep under review the need for competitions to be held for the purpose of 
making appointments to the ranks concerned and to ensure that it has arrangements in place to 
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undertake required competitions without undue delay. Regulation 5 further provides that the 
Commissioner shall keep the Authority fully informed with regard to vacancies likely to arise.

Number of departures from An Garda Síochána for the ranks of Superintendent to Commis-
sioner from 1 January 2017 to date.

Rank Location No.
Commissioner Garda Headquarters 1
- TOTAL 1
Assistant Commissioner South Eastern Region 1
- Special Crime Operations 1
- DMR Region 1
- Crime and Security 1
- TOTAL 4
Chief Superintendent Security & Intelligence 1
- Waterford 1
- Protective Service Bureau 2
- Sligo 1
- Community Relations 1
- Roscommon 1
- Wexford 1
- TOTAL 8
Superintendent Portlaoise 1
- Bandon 1
- Garda College 1
- Store Street 1
- Nenagh 1
- Carlow 1
- Immigration Bureau 1
- Newcastle West 1
- Office of Corporate Communication 1
- Criminal Investigation Bureau 2
- Sligo 1
- Office of Ombudsman 1
- Birr 1
- Baileboro 1
- Tullamore 1
- Gaillimh 1
- Ballymun 1
- TOTAL 18

24/04/2018WRN04100Migrant Integration

24/04/2018WRN04200277. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the closure of a centre (details supplied) as a result of his Department withdraw-
ing funding; if his attention has been further drawn to the benefit this centre brings to the com-
munity; the measures he is taking to prevent the closure of the centre; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [17659/18]

24/04/2018WRN04300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration (OPMI), an Office of my Department, 
allocates public funding for migrant integration projects on the basis of competitive selection 
processes carried out in a fair, open and transparent way.  This gives a wide range of community 
and voluntary organisations the opportunity to bid for government funding for projects to sup-
port the integration of migrants in our communities.

South Dublin County Partnership received funding from OPMI via South Dublin County 
Council between 2008 and 2016 under a National Integration Funding Programme that con-
cluded in 2016. In 2017, a new 3 year National Integration Funding Programme was initiated. 
Grant allocation under this programme was by way of open competitive calls for proposals. 
All organisations wishing to be considered for funding – including those who had received 
funding under the previous programme - were required to make new applications.  All eligible 
applications received were assessed by OPMI staff against the published selection criteria. The 
funding recommendations were reviewed by an assessment committee that included external 
representatives.  In all, 15 projects were selected to receive funding from a total of 73 eligible 
applications.

An application was received from South Dublin County Partnership which included a re-
quest for funding to contribute to the cost of running the centre referred to by the Deputy.  Re-
grettably, this application was unsuccessful in what was a highly competitive process.

My officials advise that at a subsequent meeting held with the Office for Promotion of 
Migrant Integration in November last year, representatives from South Dublin County Part-
nership outlined their concerns for the future of the centre in Clondalkin.  Officials of my 
Department proposed a number of alternative options to secure funding.  They invited the rep-
resentatives of South Dublin County Partnership to consider these options further and to sub-
mit proposals.  However, no such proposals have been forthcoming to date.  These options re-
main open to the organisation and my officials remain available to discuss those options further 
with South Dublin County Partnership should they so wish.

The National Funding to Promote the Integration of Immigrants is one of a number of fund-
ing programmes, administered by or on behalf of my Department to support migrant integra-
tion. We also provide funding from the Asylum Migration and Integration Fund and the Com-
munities Integration Fund. South County Dublin Partnership is in receipt of integration project 
funding under both these funds. In 2017 the Partnership was awarded a grant of €150,000 over 
three years under the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund.

The Migrant Integration Strategy, which was published in February 2017, makes provision 
for the continuation of funding through OPMI for integration related projects at community 
level up to and including 2020.  Future “Calls for Proposals” under all integration funding 
programmes will be advertised on my Department’s website, the Office for the Promotion of 
Migrant Integration and the EU Funds Unit of the Department.  South Dublin County Partner-
ship is entitled to apply as appropriate.

24/04/2018WRN04400Registration of Title

24/04/2018WRN04500278. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has examined 
the possible effects of measures in the Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 that 
make it necessary for all rights of way to be registered by 2021; the practical effects this will 
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have on the system; the progress made to date to promote and encourage landowners to register 
their interests before the deadline; if provisions will be made for farmers regarding accessing 
septic tanks and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17665/18]

24/04/2018WRN04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The general position con-
cerning the registration of easements acquired by prescription is set out in the Land and Con-
veyancing Law Reform Act 2009 and the Registration of Title Act 1964, as amended by Parts 
12 and 13 of the Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011.

Part 8 (Chapter 1) of the Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 updated the law 
concerning the acquisition of easements, including rights of way. Section 35 of the 2009 Act, as 
amended by the Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011, provides, inter alia, that a right 
of way which has not been reserved or granted may be acquired by prescription, i.e. acquired on 
the basis of long enjoyment of the easement concerned, on registration of a court order under 
that section or in accordance with section 49A of the Registration of Title Act 1964.

Section 49A of the 1964 Act permits the Property Registration Authority (PRA) to register 
such an easement where it is satisfied that there is an entitlement to the easement concerned. 
Where, however, the PRA is not satisfied that there is such an entitlement, such as where there 
is disagreement between the parties concerned, a court order under section 35 of the 2009 Act 
is required.

Information and detailed rules applicable to the registration of easements are set out in the 
Land Registration Rules 2012 (S.I. No. 483 of 2012) and 2013 (S.I. No. 389 of 2013) which are 
available on the PRA website (www.pra.ie).

I should also point out that under the Property Registration Authority (Transfer of De-
partmental Administration and Ministerial Functions) Order (S.I. 574 of 2017) the functions 
previously vested in the Minister for Justice and Equality under the Registration of Title Act 
1964 have been transferred to the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government with 
effect from 1 January 2018.

24/04/2018WRN04700Domestic Violence Policy

24/04/2018WRN04800279. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
include a review of domestic and sexual violence data collection and analysis by State services 
in the SAVI II report. [17697/18]

24/04/2018WRN04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Scoping Group was established to consider the availability of data and make recommenda-
tions on a study to identify the prevalence of sexual abuse and violence in Ireland today and 
emerging trends. The terms of reference for the group are published on my Department’s web-
site. The Group met for the final time on April 9th. Significant progress has been made and I 
expect to bring proposals to Government in relation to this matter in the coming weeks.

24/04/2018WRN05000Sexual Offences Data

24/04/2018WRN05100280. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline 
his views on a media report that An Garda Síochána overstated the number of sexual offences 
reported in each of the years 2003 to 2016. [17698/18]

24/04/2018WRN05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A review being carried 



24 April 2018

129

out by the Central Statistics Office of the statistics provided to them by An Garda Síochána has 
highlighted some classification errors. The review has, in particular, highlighted an overestima-
tion of the level of sexual crime reported for most years from 2003-2016.

The CSO have advised that part of the reason for the over-recording of crimes was because, 
until now, if repeated crimes were committed by the same person on the same victim, each in-
cident was recorded as a separate case. During the 14-year period under review, from 2003 to 
2016, sex crime reporting was overestimated by the Garda by 6 per cent overall.

It should be noted that the over-recording of these crimes was most pronounced in the years 
2003-2008, and that in more recent years the level of over-recording discovered was between 
1% and 3%.

While it is very concerning that further errors in the recording and classification of statistics 
have been uncovered, it is important that these errors are identified and that the figures are cor-
rected and measures put in place to avoid recurrence.

The CSO guidance in this area is of great assistance to An Garda Síochána, as well as the 
continued diligence shown by the Policing Authority in terms of their oversight of this issue.

24/04/2018WRN05300Magdalen Laundries

24/04/2018WRN05400281. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline 
the timeframe for the implementation of the recommendations contained in the Ombudsman’s 
report on an investigation into the administration of the Magdalen restorative justice scheme. 
[17709/18]

24/04/2018WRN05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am committed to hon-
ouring the commitments made to the Magdalen women.  To date, 691 applicants have received 
redress amounting to €25.9 m in lump sums under the Ex Gratia Magdalen Restorative Justice 
Scheme, along with other enhanced Health and Social Protection supports.

I have carefully considered the Ombudsman’s report of November 2017 on the administra-
tion of the scheme by my Department. I am pleased to have since had the opportunity to have 
a detailed and constructive discussion with the Ombudsman about my plans to implement the 
recommendations made his report. Last week I briefed the Cabinet on these plans.

In relation to the four recommendations in the Ombudsman’s report, the following is the 
position:

- Where there is a dispute in respect of the length of stay in a Magdalen Institution, an in-
dependent Senior Counsel will review these cases. Ms. Mary O’Toole SC has been asked to 
undertake this work.

- Counsel will also advise on assistance to be given to applicants who lack capacity to ac-
cept an award.

- The reviews recommended by the Ombudsman in regard to eligibility of cases of women 
who worked in one of the institutions covered by the Scheme but who were officially recorded 
as having been “admitted to” a training centre or industrial school located in the same building, 
attached to or located on the grounds of one of the laundries will now be taken forward fol-
lowing a brief scoping review by an interdepartmental group, chaired by the Department of the 
Taoiseach.
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- The recommendation to establish guidance on the development and operation of redress 
schemes will be examined in consultation with Government colleagues, including the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform.

I will work with the Ombudsman and with colleagues in Government to address these mat-
ters as quickly as possible.

24/04/2018WRN05600Garda Transport Provision

24/04/2018WRN05700282. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set down the num-
ber of new vehicles scheduled to be delivered to An Garda Síochána during 2018; the number 
due to be delivered in each quarter of 2018; the number to be delivered to each Garda district; 
the number that have been delivered to each district to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17747/18]

24/04/2018WRN05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for 
the Garda Commissioner in light of his identified operational demands and the availability of 
resources. As Minister, I have no direct role in the matter.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 provides €46 mil-
lion for investment in the Garda fleet to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective 
and fit for purpose fleet. This is in addition to the investment of almost €30 million in the period 
2013 to 2015.

In total, almost €44 million has been invested in the fleet in the period 2013 to end of 2017, 
with some 2,000 vehicles coming on stream in that period.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the vehicles listed in the following table have 
been allocated to date in 2018:

- CARS VANS 4 X 4 OTHERS TOTAL
TOTAL 32 10 15 3 60
DMR 0 0 2 0 2
DMR North Central 0 0 2 0 2
EASTERN REGION 3 0 4 0 7
Kildare 1 0 0 0 1
Meath 0 0 1 0 1
Westmeath 2 0 1 0 3
Wicklow 0 0 2 0 2
H.R.M. 0 3 0 0 3
NORTHERN REGION 1 1 2 0 4
Cavan-Monaghan 0 1 1 0 2
Donegal 1 0 1 0 2
NATIONAL UNITS 22 0 0 3 25
SOUTH EASTERN 
REGION

2 2 3 0 7

Kilkenny/Carlow 1 0 0 0 1
Tipperary 1 1 1 0 3
Waterford 0 0 1 0 1
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- CARS VANS 4 X 4 OTHERS TOTAL
TOTAL 32 10 15 3 60
Wexford 0 1 1 0 2
SOUTHERN REGION 3 2 2 0 7
Cork North 1 0 0 0 1
Cork West 0 0 1 0 1
Kerry 0 2 1 0 3
Limerick 2 0 0 0 2
WESTERN REGION 1 2 2 0 5
Clare 0 0 1 0 1
Galway 1 2 1 0 4

I am further informed that in addition to the vehicles included in the table, there are a num-
ber of vehicles which were purchased in 2017 which are currently being fitted out and are due 
to be allocated shortly. These vehicles include twenty vans, five 4x4s, and twelve motorcycles.

Garda authorities have indicated the purchase plan for 2018 is intended to provide some 260 
vehicles. 42 of these are encompassed in the 60 vehicles allocated to date this year and listed 
in the table.

The allocation of the additional vehicles will be decided upon by the Garda authorities hav-
ing regard to operational needs following delivery and fit out.

24/04/2018WRO00200Garda Reserve

24/04/2018WRO00300283. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a person (de-
tails supplies) will be admitted as a Garda Reserve having completed the application process; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17754/18]

24/04/2018WRO00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, recruitment to the Garda Reserve is governed by the Garda Síochána (Reserve Mem-
bers) Regulations 2006.  The Public Appointments Service (PAS), on behalf of the Garda Com-
missioner, manages the initial recruitment stages for selection of Garda Reserve members with 
the final stages of the recruitment process being managed by the Garda Commissioner and I, as 
Minister, have no direct involvement in the matter. 

The “Programme for a Partnership Government” includes a commitment to double the Gar-
da Reserve to act in a supportive role undertaking local patrols and crime reduction measures.  
In line with this, the Government has in place a plan to achieve a Reserve strength of 2,000 by 
2021 as part of an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 which will also comprise 15,000 Gardaí 
and 4,000 civilians.

To support the expansion of the Reserve the Commissioner undertook a recruitment cam-
paign for Garda Reserves last March which attracted 2,394 applicants, of whom 498 success-
fully completed the initial stages carried out by PAS.  These applications are currently being 
processed by the Garda Appointments Office.  The time frame for this can vary due to a num-
ber factors including the length of the vetting process which may, for example, be more time 
consuming if the applicant has resided abroad or is deferred for medical reasons.  Positions for 
training to become a member of the Reserve are only offered when all stages of the application 
process are completed and there is a need to ensure there are sufficient candidates for a class to 
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enter training in the Garda College.  It is expected that the first class from the current competi-
tion will commence training in the coming months.  

Reserve members make a very valuable contribution to the communities they serve through-
out the country and I would like to take this opportunity to thank those who have expressed 
an interest in joining their numbers.

I have been informed by the PAS and the Garda Appointments Office that any candidate 
involved in the recruitment process for the Garda Reserve competition must contact the Public 
Appointments Service or Garda Appointments Office themselves should they have any queries 
in relation to their application as these offices will not disclose or discuss any application to 
third parties in accordance with Data Protection policies.

24/04/2018WRO00500Garda Data

24/04/2018WRO00600284. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
new Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in the Cork west division in each of the years 
2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17800/18]

24/04/2018WRO00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources.

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 28 February 2018, the latest date 
for which figures are available, the strength of the Cork West Division was 298.  There are 
also 8 Garda Reserves and 26 Garda civilian staff attached to the Cork West Division.  When 
appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as 
the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National 
Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.

I can assure the Deputy that the Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engage-
ment, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the 
Government has in place a plan for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, 
including 15,000 Garda members.

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, just under 1,800 recruits have 
attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties na-
tionwide, of whom 20 have been assigned to the Cork West Division.  Garda numbers, taking 
account of retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 – a net increase of over 600 since 
the end of 2016.  

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Garda 
workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on track.  
This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College; some 400 of whom 
have already done so.  In total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, some 
200 of whom attested last month.  Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retire-
ments, are on track to reach 14,000 by the end of this year.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
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organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties.  There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training in 2018.  

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to 
deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Division, including the Cork West Division.

In so far as the allocation of newly attested Gardaí is concerned, this is a matter for the Com-
missioner.  I am assured by the Commissioner that the needs of all Garda Divisions are fully 
considered when determining the allocation of resources.  However, it is important to keep in 
mind that newly attested Gardaí have a further 16 months of practical and class-room based 
training to complete in order to receive their BA in Applied Policing.  To ensure that they are 
properly supported and supervised and have opportunities to gain the breadth of policing expe-
rience required, the Commissioner’s policy is to allocate them to specially designated training 
stations which have the required training and development structures and resources in place, 
including trained Garda tutors and access to a permanently appointed supervisory Sergeant who 
is thoroughly familiar with their responsibilities under the training programme.

I have set out in the table the number of new Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station 
in the Cork West Division in each of the years 2014 -2017 and to date in 2018.

Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*   

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
CORK 
WEST

BANDON 5 0 10 0 15

CLONAKILTY 0 0 5 0 5
TOTAL 5 0 15 0 20

*To date in 2018  

24/04/2018WRO00800Garda Retirements

24/04/2018WRO00900285. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí who have retired in each Garda station in the Cork west division in each of the years 
2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17801/18]

24/04/2018WRO01000286. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí who have retired in each Garda station in the Cork north division in each of the years 
2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17802/18]

24/04/2018WRO01100297. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Gar-
da retirements from each Garda station in counties Laois and Offaly in each of the years 2014 
to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18074/18]

24/04/2018WRO01200298. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda retirements from each Garda station in counties Carlow and Kilkenny in each of the years 
2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18075/18]

24/04/2018WRO01300299. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Garda 
retirements from each Garda station in County Waterford in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and 
to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18076/18]
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24/04/2018WRO01400300. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of Garda retirements from each Garda station in west County Cork in each of the years 
2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18077/18]

24/04/2018WRO01500301. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda retirements from each Garda station in north County Cork in each of the years 2014 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18078/18]

24/04/2018WRO01600302. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Garda 
retirements from each Garda station in County Kerry in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and to 
date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18079/18]

24/04/2018WRO01700303. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Garda 
retirements from each Garda station in County Limerick in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and 
to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18080/18]

24/04/2018WRO01800304. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda retirements from each Garda station in County Clare in each of the years 2014 to 2017 
and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18081/18]

24/04/2018WRO01900305. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda retirements from each Garda station in County Galway in each of the years 2014 to 2017 
and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18082/18]

24/04/2018WRO02000306. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda retirements from each Garda station in County Mayo in each of the years 2014 to 2017 
and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18083/18]

24/04/2018WRO02100307. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda retirements from each Garda station in counties Sligo and Leitrim in each of the years 
2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18084/18]

24/04/2018WRO02200308. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of Garda retirements from each Garda station in County Donegal in each of the years 2014 
to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18085/18]

24/04/2018WRO02300309. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda retirements from each Garda station in counties Cavan and Monaghan in each of the 
years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18086/18]

24/04/2018WRO02400310. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda retirements from each Garda station in County Louth in each of the years 2014 to 2017 
and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18087/18]

24/04/2018WRO02500311. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda retirements from each Garda station in County Meath in each of the years 2014 to 2017 
and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18088/18]

24/04/2018WRO02600312. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda retirements from each Garda station in County Kildare in each of the years 2014 to 2017 
and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18089/18]

24/04/2018WRO02700313. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Garda 
retirements from each Garda station in County Wicklow in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and 
to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18090/18]
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24/04/2018WRO02800314. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Garda 
retirements from each Garda station in County Westmeath in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and 
to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18091/18]

24/04/2018WRO02900315. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda retirements from each Garda station in counties Longford and Roscommon in each of 
the years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18092/18]

24/04/2018WRO03000316. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Garda 
retirements from each Garda station in County Tipperary in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and 
to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18093/18]

24/04/2018WRO03100317. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda retirements from each Garda station in County Wexford in each of the years 2014 to 2017 
and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18094/18]

24/04/2018WRO03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 285, 286, and 297 to 317, inclusive, together.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime.  To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an over-
all Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 
Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
goal.

I am informed by the Commissioner that since the reopening of the Garda College in Sep-
tember 2014, just under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and 
have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide.  Garda numbers, taking account of retire-
ments, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 – a net increase of over 600 since the end of 2016.

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Garda 
workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on track.  
This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College; some 400 of whom 
have entered already this year. In total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the 
year, some 200 of whom attested last month.  Further, Garda numbers, taking account of pro-
jected retirements, are on track to reach 14,000 by the end of this year.

I can assure the Deputy that projected departures from An Garda Síochána are kept under 
continuing review and the level of recruitment adjusted as necessary in order to achieve the 
desired strength.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties.  There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training in 2018.  

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to 
deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Division

In the spreadsheet at the following link I have set out for the Deputy’s information the num-
ber of departures from An Garda Síochána in the years 2014 - 2018, as provided to me by the 
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Garda authorities. These figures include departures arising from voluntary, compulsory, or cost 
neutral early retirement, resignation, death, dismissal and medical discharge.

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/44A64E1BD834D052802582790
064D52D/$File/PQ%20285%20-%20317%20240418.docx?openelement”>Garda Departure 
Numbers 2014 - 2018</a>]

24/04/2018WRO03400Immigration Status

24/04/2018WRO03500287. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if stamp 4 
will be awarded to a person (details supplied); if their stamp 4 eligibility can be considered on 
compassionate grounds with particular reference to the health circumstances of the person; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17804/18]

24/04/2018WRO03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it is not possible to com-
ment on an individual’s circumstances.

I can inform you that INIS have previously been in contact as to the individual’s request and 
would encourage her to write directly to Unit 2, Residence Division, Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service, 13-14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2 in order to allow for a full examination of 
her current circumstances.

In so doing the person concerned should be advised to supply the following documenta-
tion in relation to themselves, and as applicable, in relation to any partner or children that might 
be currently in the State.

1. Full copy (all pages) of their passport/s

2. Copy of their GNIB card/s

3. Evidence of residing in State with partner

4. Brief outline of their history in the State to include when and where they entered the State 
as well as a brief outline of their current circumstances.  

5. Their current address.

6. Copies of letters from doctor and/or consultant briefly outlining their medical condition 
as detailed in this question.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

24/04/2018WRO03700Criminal Assets Bureau

24/04/2018WRO03800288. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
collected by the Criminal Assets Bureau in 2017 and to date in 2018; the purpose these funds 
were used for when returned to the Exchequer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[17866/18]

24/04/2018WRO03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Section 21 of the Crimi-
nal Assets Bureau Act 1996 requires the Bureau, through the Garda Commissioner, to provide 
a report of its activities each year to the Minister for Justice and Equality who is then required 
to lay copies of the report before each House of the Oireachtas.  The Annual Reports, including 
the most recent one for 2016 are available in the Oireachtas library and on the website of An 
Garda Síochána and my own Department.   

The 2017 report is currently being prepared and will be submitted to my Department in the 
near future.  The published reports provide details of the actions taken by the Bureau under the 
Proceeds of Crime Act 1996 - 2016, including details in relation to the volume and value of as-
sets seized and disposed of by the Bureau.

All monies collected by the Criminal Assets Bureau are paid into the Government’s Central 
Fund, from which the Government draws for expenditure on all necessary public services and 
investment.

24/04/2018WRO04000Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRO04100289. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the form, 
date and amount of all invoices issued to his Department by a company (details supplied) in 
each of the years 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17910/18]

24/04/2018WRO04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can confirm, following 
a review of the payments system, that there were no payments made to the company in question 
from the Department’s Vote in the years 2007 to 2017.

24/04/2018WRO04300Immigration Status

24/04/2018WRO04400290. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a 
person (details supplied) was refused a 12 month work visa stamp 1G; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17921/18]

24/04/2018WRO04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
received a permission on stamp 1G conditions for a period of six months in accordance with 
the rules of the Third Level Graduate Programme which can be found at www.inis.gov.ie.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Third Level Graduate Programme Immigration Rules for 
Non-EEA students which were first published in 2007 and revised on 31 May 2017 state that 
the programme “is confined to graduates who have completed their studies in Ireland and have 
been awarded a qualification at Level 8 or above of the National Framework of Qualifications 
by a recognised Irish awarding body.  As a wholly exceptional measure, students enrolled on or 
before 31 May 2017 in a programme leading to an equivalent award at Level 9 of the National 
Framework of Qualifications but accredited by an overseas awarding body may apply for a six 
months’ permission on Stamp 1G conditions.  This provision will cease with effect from 31 
August 2018”.

The intention of the programme is to allow legally resident Irish educated non-EEA gradu-
ates holding an award of a recognised Irish awarding body to remain in Ireland after their stud-
ies for the purpose of seeking graduate level employment.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/04/2018WRO04600Court Accommodation Provision

24/04/2018WRO04700291. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the provi-
sion of additional funds to the Courts Service to facilitate the completion of planned capital 
investment in county courthouses has been examined; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17939/18]

24/04/2018WRO04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998 management of the courts, including the 
provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which 
is independent in exercising its functions.   

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that the project for the construction/redevelopment of courthouses 
at seven locations throughout the country by way of Public Private Partnership (PPP) is well 
advanced.  

Arising from this PPP initiative, new courthouse developments have already been delivered 
at Drogheda, Letterkenny, Wexford, Limerick and Waterford over the last year and two more 
projects are due to be delivered in Cork and Mullingar shortly.  The capital expenditure alloca-
tion for the Courts Service will continue to provide for the annual unitary payment associated 
with the provision of these facilities in the years ahead.  

A number of other developments in relation to the Courts Service accommodation require-
ments are outlined in the Government’s recent National Development Plan 2018 -2027.  They 
include:

- Further new or refurbished courthouses in regional cities and county towns where facilities 
remain substandard (including Galway City, Wicklow Town, Portlaoise, Tralee and Roscom-
mon) and further provincial locations such as An Clochan Liath (Dungloe) to serve as the Gael-
tacht court for the region and Tuam;

- Regional Family Law Centres;

- A nationwide condition survey of all court buildings in the estate will be undertaken to 
determine their condition and identify works required in relation to any issues identified and 
meet ongoing maintenance requirements.

The precise allocation and timing of additional funding over the entire ten year period re-
mains to be fully determined.  It will be dependent on the outcome of further detailed planning 
and analysis of costs which will determine prioritisation of projects from a timing and budget-
ary perspective.  

24/04/2018WRO04900Naturalisation Applications
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24/04/2018WRO05000292. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a decision in 
respect of a naturalisation application by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed in view 
of the exceptional circumstances that apply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17953/18]

24/04/2018WRO05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The granting of Irish 
citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a 
certificate of naturalisation if and when they are in a position to meet the statutory conditions 
for naturalisation prescribed in the Act.  The statutory residence conditions are that the ap-
plicant must have a period of 1 year’s continuous residence in the State immediately before 
the date of application and, during the 8 years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
further total residence amounting to 4 years (in the case of an application based on being the 
spouse or civil partner of an Irish citizen the Act reduces this further period to 2 years during 
the preceding 4 years). 

Where an applicant is found to be non-resident for substantial periods of time such periods 
will not be reckonable for the purposes of fulfilling the statutory residency conditions for natu-
ralisation stipulated in the Act.  This is of particular importance with regard to the requirement 
to have 1 year’s continuous residence in the State immediately prior to the date of application, 
and may also mean the requirement of total residence is not met.  The guidance notes attached 
to the application form inform applicants that arrangements for assessment of residence are 
on the basis that the person is physically resident in the State for the required period of time 
and that where there are significant absences from the State the application may be refused.  
A reasonable and generous period of up to 6 weeks is allowed to provide for absences from 
the State for normal holidays and other short term and temporary nature absences, such as for 
a family bereavement or medical emergency, and such short term nature absences from the 
State would not impact on the statutory residence requirement.  Some further discretion may be 
allowed where there are wholly exceptional or unavoidable circumstances.

I am informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Depart-
ment that the application for naturalisation in respect of the person referred to by the Deputy 
is being reviewed in light of additional information supplied by the applicant.  Following cor-
respondence from the individual concerned on 19 April 2018, a letter issued to her on 20 April 
2018 requesting certain information.  Upon receipt of the requested information the case will be 
further processed and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/04/2018WRO05200Garda Station Closures

24/04/2018WRO05300293. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
reopening of Rush Garda station which was announced in 2016; the date it will be reopened; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17960/18]

24/04/2018WRO05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is pro-
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gressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works 
(OPW), which has the responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommoda-
tion.  This includes identifying and progressing any necessary remedial or refurbishment works 
required at individual stations.  As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for a Partnership Government commits to a 
pilot scheme to reopen 6 Garda stations, both urban and rural, to determine possible positive 
impacts that such openings will have on criminal activity, with special emphasis on burglaries, 
theft and public order.

The Garda Commissioner’s final report, which is available on my Department’s web-
site, recommends that Rush Garda Station be reopened, along with stations in Ballinspittle, Co. 
Cork, Bawnboy, Co. Cavan, Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow, Donard, Co. Wicklow, and Stepaside, 
Co.  Dublin.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that a brief of requirements was provided to the 
OPW in relation to the reopening of these 6 stations, including Rush Garda Station, and that the 
Garda authorities in that regard requested the OPW to undertake technical surveys to determine 
the works which would be required to enable the stations to reopen and the costings of any such 
works.

I am further informed that the OPW has this week written to the Commissioner outlining the 
works and estimated cost involved.

I understand that at this stage it is not possible to provide a timeframe for reopening the sta-
tions concerned, which is dependent on a number of factors.  

24/04/2018WRO05500Regulation of Lobbying

24/04/2018WRO05600294. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if under the lobbyist 
register it is expected that calls from lobbyists are recorded; if this is the practice in his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17990/18]

24/04/2018WRO05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Regulation of Lob-
bying Act 2015 (the Act) obliges lobbyists to register on the Register of Lobbying website 
which is maintained by The Standards In Public Office Commission.  Lobbyists are required 
to provide information to the Commission three times a year.  The information provided can be 
viewed and searched by the public free of charge.

The Act does not set out any formal obligations for Designated Public Officials to register, 
submit returns or validate information contained in the returns submitted by lobbyists.  The 
Standards in Public Office Commission has, however, identified a number of best practices 
for Designated Public Officials which with regard to record keeping include the importance of 
maintaining good record keeping habits.  The Human Resources Division of my Department 
advises officials who are Designated Public Officials of their obligations under the Act and I am 
assured that all of my officials act in accordance with their obligations in this regard.

24/04/2018WRO05800Prison Service Data

24/04/2018WRO05900295. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prison officers subjected to an assault while on duty in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and to 
date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18040/18]
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24/04/2018WRO06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by my of-
ficials in the Irish Prison Service that the number of recorded assaults on prison officers, by 
prison, from 2014 to 2017 are as outlined in the following table.  Figures for 2018 are not yet 
available.

Prisoner on Staff assaults

Prison/Place of Detention 2014 2015 2016 2017
Arbour Hill 1 0 0 0
Castlerea 9 11 1 13
Cloverhill 20 8 21 8
Cork 13 7 3 9
Dóchas Centre 8 5 26 14
Limerick 3 2 4 8
Loughan House 0 0 0 0
Midlands 13 17 7 15
Mountjoy (Male) 30 22 12 18
St.Patrick’s Inst. 20 0 0 N/A
Portlaoise 2 6 5 3
Shelton Abbey 0 0 0 0
Training Unit 0 0 0 0
Wheatfield 26 10 12 10
PSEC 6 3 5 6
OSG 0 0 2 0
Total 151 91 98 104

Every assault on a member of staff is treated as serious and appropriate action is taken by 
the Irish Prison Service, including the reporting of such assaults to An Garda Síochána for the 
purposes of investigation and criminal prosecution where appropriate.  

Section 19 of the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994 makes specific provision in 
relation to assaults or threats to peace officers including prison officers acting in the execution 
of their duty.  Any person who assaults or threatens to assault a peace officer in the execution 
of their duty is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding 12 months or both or on convictions on indictment to a fine or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 7 years or both.  In addition, the Act allows for judges 
to impose such sentences consecutively on persons found guilty of such offences.  

In June 2015, following a number of serious assaults on prison staff, the State Claims Agen-
cy (SCA) commenced a review of assaults on prison staff by prisoners in accordance with Sec-
tion 8 of the National Treasury Management Agency (Amendment) Act, 2000.  

In November 2016, the SCA presented the report to the then Tánaiste.  The report noted 
many positive findings including that given the number of committals in 2015 the ratio of as-
saults to the number of prisoners in the system was very low.  The role of a prison officer is a 
difficult and challenging one.  Prison staff must deal with a wide range of complex issues and 
there are occasions when they are subjected to unacceptable acts of violence.

The report contains a large number of recommendations.  These recommendations were 
accepted and implemented - an undertaking that has been included as a Key Action in the Irish 
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Prison Service’s Strategic Plan 2016-2018.  The Irish Prison Service is committed to creating a 
safer environment for all those who work or live within our prison walls.  In addition, the Ser-
vice is committed to ensuring that any staff member who is subject to or witnesses an assault is 
given the necessary supports in the aftermath of the incident.

Given the substantive nature of the recommendations, the Irish Prison Service has an imple-
mentation plan in place and is in the process of implementing these recommendations.  

24/04/2018WRO06100Garda Vetting

24/04/2018WRO06200296. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that under new vetting procedures gardaí are no longer vetting all staff 
and board members operating in children’s organisations and that only certain roles must go 
through the vetting process; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that there are no 
guidelines available as to the way in which to define roles or space on the forms to achieve this 
(details supplied); the way in which he plans to address these gaps in the new system; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [18047/18]

24/04/2018WRO06300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As Deputy will appreci-
ate, the primary purpose of the employment vetting carried out by the Garda National Vetting 
Bureau is to seek to ensure the safety of children and vulnerable adults.  Vetting is carried out by 
An Garda Síochána primarily in accordance with the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau 
(Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012-2016.

The National Vetting Bureau conducts vetting on behalf of organisations registered in this 
jurisdiction, whose employees engage in relevant work or activities with children or vulner-
able persons.  Schedule 1 Part 1 and Part 2 of the Act define relevant work or activities as any 
work or activity which is carried out by a person, a necessary and regular part of which consists 
mainly of the person having access to, or contact with, children or vulnerable persons.

While the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) 
Act 2012-2016 has made vetting mandatory for employees who engage in relevant work or 
activities with children and vulnerable adults, the Act does not create any provision for vetting 
in respect of positions which do not meet the criteria of relevant work or activities as defined.

I am informed by the Garda authorities the National Vetting Bureau has held information 
seminars for all registered organisations to assist and support them in embedding the require-
ments of the Act into their processes and procedures.  The National Vetting Bureau has placed a 
significant focus on providing information to organisations as to their requirements to be vetted 
and supporting organisations to comply with the requirements of the Act.  In this regard, the 
National Vetting Bureau continues to conduct presentations to a wide range of organisations 
nationwide.  It is the intention of the National Vetting Bureau to continue with this supportive 
focus in line with the flexibilities and exemptions in the Act.

Questions Nos. 297 to 317, inclusive, answered with Question No. 285.

24/04/2018WRP01800Garda Transport Data

24/04/2018WRP01900318. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ve-
hicles that support plain-clothes gardaí in each of the Dublin metropolitan regions; his plans to 
roll out new vehicles to support these officers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[18097/18]

24/04/2018WRP02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda vehicles and resources 
are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in light of his identified operational demands and the 
availability of resources.  As Minister, I have no direct role in the matter.

I understand from the Garda authorities that Garda management keeps the distribution of 
resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure 
that the optimum use is made of these resources.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the strength of the Dublin Metropolitan Region 
(DMR) unmarked Garda fleet as on 23 April 2018 is outlined in the following table.

In addition to the vehicles referred to in the table, I have been informed that a further 13 
unmarked cars are due to be allocated to the DMR in 2018 on a prioritised basis as determined 
by the Assistant Commissioner DMR.

DIVISION/District Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

Others Total

D.M.R. REGION 204 42 2 8 256
DMR EAST DIVI-
SION

15 3 0 0 18

Blackrock District 7 0 0 0 7
Dun Laoghaire 
District

8 3 0 0 11

DMR NORTH DI-
VISION

47 10 1 3 61

Balbriggan District 4 0 0 0 4
Ballymun District 20 10 1 3 34
Coolock District 14 0 0 0 14
Raheny District 9 0 0 0 9
DMR NORTH CEN-
TRAL DIVISION

31 5 1 4 41

Bridewell District 9 1 1 4 15
Fitzgibbon Street 
District

7 3 0 0 10

Store Street District 15 1 0 0 16
DMR SOUTH DI-
VISION

35 8 0 0 43

Crumlin District 15 7 0 0 22
Tallaght District 12 1 0 0 13
Terenure District 8 0 0 0 8
DMR SOUTH CEN-
TRAL DIVISION

27 7 0 1 35

Donnybrook District 6 4 0 0 10
Kevin Street District 10 1 0 1 12
Pearse Street District 11 2 0 0 13
DMR TRAFFIC 
DIVISION

7 1 0 0 8
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DIVISION/District Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

Others Total

DMR Traffic-Dublin 
Castle District

7 1 0 0 8

DMR WEST DIVI-
SION

37 8 0 0 45

Blanchardstown 
District

17 3 0 0 20

Clondalkin District 12 3 0 0 15
Lucan District 8 2 0 0 10
HARCOURT 
SQUARE DIVI-
SION

5 0 0 0 5

Harcourt Square 
District

5 0 0 0 5

24/04/2018WRP02100Enterprise Ireland Funding

24/04/2018WRP02200319. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the budget allocated to the Be Prepared grant for Brexit; the number of client companies that 
have applied for and been awarded same, respectively; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [17450/18]

24/04/2018WRP02300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department, through its agency Enterprise Ireland, supports companies in urban and rural ar-
eas to start, innovate and remain competitive in international markets, now and into the future.  
On an annual basis Enterprise Ireland works with approximately 5,000 companies through a 
network of market and sector advisers based across 10 national offices and 33 international of-
fices.  These manufacturing and internationally traded services companies are a critical source 
of existing employment and job creation in every county in Ireland.

Brexit presents the most significant economic challenge of the past 50 years, and long-term 
structural and disruptive change will emerge.  Being prepared is crucial to ensure resilience to 
emerging challenges.  To promote awareness, and supported by a national Prepare For Brexit 
campaign, Enterprise Ireland designed and launched a €5k Be Prepared Grant that supports the 
costs of SME clients in preparing a plan to mitigate risks and optimise opportunities arising 
from Brexit.  This grant is demand led, and I am confident that Enterprise Ireland has the bud-
getary resources to meet the needs of all eligible companies who apply for the Grant.  To date, 
100 companies have been approved for support under this initiative.

Enterprise Ireland will continue to promote the Be Prepared Grant to all counties and re-
gions to ensure that the maximum number of clients are engaged in preparing for the impact of 
Brexit.

24/04/2018WRP02400Enterprise Ireland Funding

24/04/2018WRP02500320. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the budget allocated to the Enterprise Ireland market discovery fund; the number of companies 
that have applied for and been awarded same since it became available; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [17451/18]
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24/04/2018WRP02600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): En-
terprise Ireland is actively working with companies with global ambition to internationalise, 
and in doing so, diversify their global footprint.  This is critical for long term business growth, 
particularly in light of Brexit.

In 2017 Enterprise Ireland:

- Supported clients in winning 1,391 new overseas contracts;

- Supported clients establish 350 new overseas presences;

- Supported 56 first time exporters outside the UK;

- Ran 878 international buyer visits; and

- Implemented an extensive schedule of trade mission and event focused on global and sec-
toral opportunities and stimulating demand for Irish products and services.  This activity in-
cluded 57 Ministerial-led Trade Missions to locations such as Canada, Singapore, China, the 
UAE and Oman.

In January 2018, Enterprise Ireland launched a new Market Discovery Fund to incentivise 
companies to research viable and sustainable market entry strategies in new geographic mar-
kets.  This fund provides support towards internal and external costs incurred when research-
ing new markets for products and services.  The Market Discovery Fund applies when eligible 
companies are either looking at a new geographic market for an existing product/service or an 
existing geographic market for a new product/service.

The Market Discovery Fund is available across three levels:

- Level 1: Grant up to €35K

- Level 2: Grant greater than €35K but less than €75K

- Level 3: Grant greater than €75K but less than €150K

The Market Discovery Fund has been opened for applications for a number of weeks and 
currently there is a strong pipeline of applications being processed by Enterprise Ireland.  Ini-
tial reports from Enterprise Ireland indicate a strong interest from companies in this fund.  It is 
envisaged that the first rounds of funding will be approved in the coming weeks.

24/04/2018WRQ00200Local Enterprise Offices

24/04/2018WRQ00300321. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of persons that have availed of the LEO Brexit Mentor Programme by local enter-
prise office in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17452/18]

24/04/2018WRQ00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Local Enterprise Office (LEOs) are the ‘first-stop-shop’ for advice and guidance, financial as-
sistance and other supports to those who are interested in starting or growing their own busi-
ness. 

The suite of LEO Brexit supports available to micro and small businesses through the 31 
LEOs nationwide include:

- Access to the ‘Brexit SME Scorecard’ online tool where micro and smaller businesses can 
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self-diagnose their readiness for Brexit;

- A ‘Technical Assistance for Micro-enterprises’ grant designed to support qualifying busi-
nesses to diversify into new markets, enabling companies to explore and develop new market 
opportunities;

- Rollout of ‘Lean for Micro’ nationwide which will make small businesses more efficient 
and competitive;

- A ‘LEO Innovation and Investment Fund’ pilot programme to support innovation in micro-
enterprises and get them investor ready to scale their businesses; 

- Tailored mentoring to address Brexit related business challenges; 

- Targeted training on specific Brexit challenges, including financial aspects and capability 
building in innovation, competitiveness and opportunity diagnosis; and

- Continued information, advice and guidance across all 31 LEOs and regionally. 

The additional Brexit supports on offer through the LEOs are focused on capability build-
ing, market diversification, driving increased competitiveness and promoting innovation so that 
LEO client companies can better cope with the challenges arising on foot of Brexit and to ex-
plore any opportunities presented. 

The data requested has to be collated at individual LEO level and in the time available it has 
not been possible to get definitive data. I will revert to the Deputy with the requested data over 
the coming days.

24/04/2018WRQ00500Industrial Development

24/04/2018WRQ00600322. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if a 
replacement industry for a location (details supplied) in County Kildare has been identified; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [17477/18]

24/04/2018WRQ00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
I have previously noted, the property in question was placed on the open market last summer. 
The IDA continues to engage with the owner about its potential sale and is actively drawing the 
attention of its clients to the property.

24/04/2018WRQ00800Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRQ00900323. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the form, date and amount of all invoices issued to her Department by a company (details 
supplied) in each of the years 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17899/18]

24/04/2018WRQ01000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Nei-
ther my Department nor any of its Offices received invoices from the company referred to over 
the period 2007 to 2017. 

24/04/2018WRQ01100Regulation of Lobbying
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24/04/2018WRQ01200324. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if, 
under the lobbyist register, it is expected that calls from lobbyists are recorded; if this is the 
practice in her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17993/18]

24/04/2018WRQ01300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Pol-
icy responsibility for the regulation of lobbying lies with the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform.

Public bodies have specific responsibilities under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015. The 
Act requires each public body to publish a list showing the name, grade and brief details of the 
role and responsibilities for each person that is a “designated public official” for the purposes 
of the Act. My Department maintains an up to date list of its designated public officials on its 
website. Emails sent by designated public officials in my Department indicate that the sender 
is a designated public official and that the recipient may need to assess whether any particular 
communication with them requires to be registered in accordance with the Act.

The Regulation of Lobbying Act places responsibility for assessing whether any particular 
communication may constitute lobbying, and for recording details of any lobbying carried out, 
with the lobbyist. The Act places no obligation on public bodies to record details of communi-
cations that may be considered to be lobbying. My Department does not therefore maintain a 
record of communications that may be considered to be lobbying.

24/04/2018WRQ01400Jobs Initiative

24/04/2018WRQ01500325. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the budget allocation and the number of participants for Ireland’s Best Young Entrepreneur 
in 2017 and 2018. [18004/18]

24/04/2018WRQ01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ire-
land’s Best Young Entrepreneur (IBYE) is an initiative under the Government’s Action Plan for 
Jobs which is run by the 31 LEOs nationwide in partnership with the Local Authorities.

The initiative is funded by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation through 
Enterprise Ireland.  

The aims of the competition are to support a culture of entrepreneurship at local level, to 
promote entrepreneurship as a career choice among young people in Ireland and to encourage 
Ireland’s young people to set up new businesses which will ultimately scale and create jobs in 
every county in Ireland.

IBYE has a total investment fund of €2 million, including a €50,000 Investment Fund for 
each of the 31 LEOs and further investment to the winners at regional and national level.

The initiative is open to people aged between 18 and 35 and is run across three categories:

- Best Business Idea (pre-trading) 

- Best Start-Up Business (up to 18 months)

- Best Established Business (over 18 months). 

The budget allocations, including the investment funds, administrative and promotional 
costs and the numbers of participants in 2016/17 and 2017/18 winner are set out in the table.
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Since the initiative began in 2014, over 5,700 young people have participated in IBYE. A 
survey of the winning entries over 2014 to 2016 shows that they have created 2,200 jobs and 
achieved some €124m in export sales. Participants that do not win investments are offered op-
portunities to participates in business bootcamps or to receive business mentoring.

The 2017/18 National Final took place on 22nd  of April 2018. The winner was Conor 
O’Loughlin of Glofox, who won a €45,000 investment fund through the Local Enterprise Of-
fice Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown. 

IBYE Budget Allocation
Year 2016/17 2017/18*
Total € 2,605,224.99 2,584,000*

* The 2017/18 Budget Allocation is provisional as the associated administrative costs from 
the rescheduling of the National Finals at the beginning of March (due to the weather) have yet 
to be finalised.

IBYE Applications
Year 2016/17 2017/18
Total 1,837 1,471

24/04/2018WRQ01700Action Plan for Jobs

24/04/2018WRQ01800326. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of the 70,000 emigrants that have been facilitated to return here to date in 2018 
as outlined in A Programme for a Partnership Government. [18005/18]

24/04/2018WRQ01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Government’s goal is to support the creation of an additional 200,000 jobs by 2020, including 
135,000 outside of Dublin, and to attract back at least 70,000 emigrants. The whole of Govern-
ment effort to deliver on these objectives is supported by the annual Action Plan for Jobs. 

The CSO estimates that between April 2016 and April 2017, 27,400 Irish emigrants returned 
to Ireland. As the economy continues to grow and the economy approaches full employment, 
this trend is likely to continue.

Since the first Action Plan for Jobs was launched in early 2012, there are almost 346,000 
more people at work bringing total employment in the State to 2,225,100 (as of Q4 2017). My 
Department and its agencies have a range of initiatives to connect with Irish emigrants (and oth-
ers) and outline the careers and entrepreneurial opportunities in Ireland. These include:

- IDA Ireland actively promotes Ireland as a location for new investment and Enterprise Ire-
land has specific targets to attract entrepreneurs to Ireland with a focused marketing programme 
underway in international markets.

- Since 2016, my Department has funded TechLife Ireland- a partnership with Enterprise 
Ireland, IDA Ireland and the Irish Technology industry to promote and brand Ireland as a top 
destination to pursue a career in technology and attract 3,000 top tech professionals to Ireland 
each year. Industry is playing an important role in supporting the initiative and driving its de-
velopment.

- Science Foundation Ireland encourages leading researchers to move to Ireland raising Ire-
land’s profile as a location for research excellence and career advancement. For instance, SFI 
awards two Saint Patrick’s Day Science Medals to distinguished Irish scientists, engineers or 
technology leaders living and working in the USA: one academic and one from industry.
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Finally, I would emphasise that ensuring a continued focus on attracting foreign direct in-
vestment and maintaining and improving competitiveness is critical to attracting talent back to 
Ireland.

24/04/2018WRQ02000Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement Staff

24/04/2018WRQ02100327. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of staff in the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement in each of the years 
since it was established and to date in 2018, by account, administrative staff, legal personnel, 
gardaí and other staff, in tabular form; the amount of funding allocated to the office in each of 
the years 2010 to 2017; the allocation for 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[18071/18]

24/04/2018WRQ02200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
information requested by the Deputy is set out in the table.

No. of staff 1 serving in the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement (ODCE) 
(2001-2018)           

Grade  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016   2017 2018 
2

Direc-
tor

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Cor-
porate 
Com-
pli-
ance 
Man-
ager

0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0

Legal 
Ad-
viser

0 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 1 -

Prin-
cipal 
Solici-
tor

0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 -

En-
force-
ment 
Port-
folio 
Man-
ager

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 2

Digital 
Fo-
rensic 
Spe-
cialist

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 1

Prin-
cipal 
Officer

2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Pro-
fes-
sional 
Accoun-
tant 
Grade 
1

2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 0 5 5 5

Solici-
tor

0 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1
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Grade  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016   2017 2018 
2

As-
sistant 
Prin-
cipal 
Officer

4 5 5 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 3

Higher 
Execu-
tive 
Officer

5 6 4 5 5 5 7 10 12 11 12 9 9 8 8 8 7 8

Execu-
tive 
Officer

1 4 5 4 4 4 6 8 8 8 7 6 6 6 6 5 6 6

Cleri-
cal Of-
ficer

2 7 6 8 8 7 7 7 8 8 7 8 8 8 8 8 7 8

Total 17 32 31 32 33 32 35 41 44 43 42 38 37 35 33 35 35 36

Gardai 
3

0 7 7 6 5 8 8 7 7 10 10 10 8 7 6 5 7 7

1   Refers to number of people not FTE’s (i.e. not Full Time Equivalents where 2 people 
working a week on, week off pattern would equal 1 FTE)

2 Staffing as at 23rd  April 2018

3   The ODCE also has an approved complement of seven members of An Garda Siochana 
(one Detective Inspector, two Detective Sergeants and four Detective Gardai).

Following his appointment, the current Director undertook a review of the structure of the 
ODCE, together with the staffing and skills mix available to him. That review identified, in 
particular, a significant skills deficit in the area of accountancy expertise.  Following that re-
view, the Director sought, and was granted, sanction to recruit a cohort of new accountants.  
Following engagement between my Department, the Director and the Public Appointments 
Service, six accountants were recruited and a further two have been selected and are about to 
be appointed.  The Department also recruited a digital forensics specialist, who was assigned 
to the ODCE. My Department is working with PAS and the Director towards the filling of two 
vacancies for Enforcement Lawyers and a recruitment campaign to fill these vacancies with 
suitably qualified and experienced candidates is well underway.

Finally, as regards the “key job specifications” of the staff, these would have changed from 
time-to-time as the Director of the Office determined in the normal, routine, management of 
business in the Office and in that regard an organisation chart is included in each of the ODCE’s 
Annual Reports since its inception, which are published on its website www.odce.ie   and which 
would provide relevant information for the Deputy.  

Funding allocation for the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement (ODCE) in 
respect of the years 2010 to 2018 is set out in the following table.

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Funding 
allocation

€6.086m €5.967m €5.697m €5.330m €4.672m €5.091m €5.015m €4.895m €5.057m

24/04/2018WRQ02300Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement Investigations

24/04/2018WRQ02400328. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of investigations ongoing being conducted by the Office of the Director of Corporate 
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Enforcement. [18072/18]

24/04/2018WRQ02500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Sec-
tion 949(3) of the Companies Act 2014 provides that the Director of Corporate Enforcement 
shall be independent in the performance of his statutory functions. 

I, as Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation have no direct role in relation to these 
functions.

24/04/2018WRQ02600State Aid

24/04/2018WRQ02700329. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
remit of the State Aid Modernisation Working Group; her plans for the group meeting which 
takes place here in April 2018; and if draft proposals have been submitted by member states 
and Ireland with respect to changing state aid thresholds at EU level as a policy response to 
safeguard exposed business to Brexit. [18073/18]

24/04/2018WRQ02800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
State Aid Modernisation Working Group meeting is being hosted by Ireland for the first time 
on 27th April 2018.  Member States take it in turn to host the meeting.  The Working Group, 
which meets 3 – 4 times a year, is currently chaired by France who develops the Agenda in 
consultation with DG Competition.  Member States may make recommendations for items to 
be included on the Agenda but these items must be within the remit of the Group.  The Work-
ing Group mandate is to discuss best practice, share information and knowledge with a view to 
making recommendations to the High-Level Forum on State Aid. 

To this end, the group may: 

- discuss the implementation of the new SAM instruments: Evaluation, Transparency and 
the new Procedural Regulation, 

- share MS’ experiences under the Best Practices Code, and, if necessary, make recommen-
dations for its review,

- share MS practices on specific topics, e.g. cumulation rules, incentive effect, net extra cost, 
etc.

- identify best practices on how to ensure effective mechanisms for State aid control in the 
context of Structural funds (including major projects),

- make suggestions on how to improve the knowledge on state aid rules of granting authori-
ties by providing training (with support of DG COMP), how to disseminate this knowledge, 
how to improve the communication with the Commission and between MS,

- share best practices on the mechanisms in place to ensure state aid compliance and legal 
certainty (e.g. under GBER), including processes and cases,

- share experience on the application of the State aid rules, on the basis of MS practices, 
the Commission’s monitoring experience and recently issued guidance, with a view to learning 
from each other and identifying practical solutions for an effective implementation of SAM.

Commission officials attending the meeting will also have the opportunity to meet stake-
holders.
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In terms of considerations around State aid, in November 2017, the then Tánaiste met with 
Commissioner Vestager, the European Commissioner for Competition who has responsibility 
for EU State aid policy to discuss, amongst other things, the impact of Brexit on Irish busi-
nesses.  An outcome from this meeting was the establishment of a Technical Working Group 
on State Aid comprising representatives from DG Competition, the Department of Business, 
Enterprise & Innovation, Enterprise Ireland and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.  The objective of the Group is to scope and design schemes to support enterprises im-
pacted by Brexit in line with State Aid rules.  To date, the Working Group has met four times 
and in between these meetings, there has been engagement on specific issues to continue to 
progress matters.  

Should issues arise that require an approach that does not fit within the existing State Aid 
rules, this will be raised as part of the Working Group discussions. 

A notified Rescue and Restructuring (R&R) scheme was approved by the Commission in 
late November 2017. This scheme has been put in place as it is considered prudent to have con-
tingency measures in place so that we can respond swiftly to changing circumstances as neces-
sary.  Under the scheme, which will run until 2020, Enterprise Ireland can provide restructuring 
support to SMEs in severe financial difficulties.  

As part of the deliberations of the Technical Working Group on State Aid, it was agreed 
that Ireland should extend the R&R scheme to include temporary restructuring support for 
those SMEs with acute liquidity needs.  This extension has been notified to the Commission 
and approval is expected early in Q2 2018.  

My Department is carrying out extensive work to prepare for all Brexit eventualities. In-
formed by detailed research, my Department is putting in place a package of measures that will 
allow us to respond to the needs of businesses including the Brexit Loan Scheme which was 
launched last month and which will provide affordable working capital financing to eligible 
businesses that are either currently impacted by Brexit or will be in the future. 

The recent signing of the counter guarantee from the EIB group (through its InnovFin Guar-
antee) means that the €24 million exchequer funding announced in the 2018 Budget (€14 mil-
lion from my Department and €9 million from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine) can be leveraged to provide a fund of €300 million. The Brexit Loan Scheme, which was 
launched last month, is open to businesses of fewer than 500 employees which can demonstrate 
that they are significantly exposed to the impact (or potential impact) of Brexit. They must be a 
viable business, doing business in Ireland, and they must have a business development strategy 
demonstrating that they plan to innovate or adapt in response to Brexit. This scheme will be 
operated within De Minimis State Aid Regulation.

My officials are also examining policy proposals for a new longer-term Business Investment 
Loan Scheme to support businesses to invest strategically for a post-Brexit environment and 
a new Business Finance Advisory Hub service which would focus on business development.   

The Agencies of my Department are at the forefront in working with firms to ensure they are 
equipped to deal with Brexit and to enhance their performances in an increasingly competitive 
global trading environment through lean programmes, skills development and reducing busi-
ness costs.  

Enterprise Ireland (EI) has launched the ‘Brexit SME Scorecard’, an interactive online tool 
which can be used by all Irish companies to self-assess their exposure to Brexit.  EI is also of-
fering a ‘Be Prepared Grant’ of up to €5,000 to support clients to develop a Brexit Action Plan 
and it continues to support clients to improve their competitiveness, acquire new markets and 
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enhance management skills. 

The Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) are organising workshops, seminars and training to as-
sist companies to better understand the challenges of Brexit and have a range of supports to help 
clients to respond to those challenges, to become more competitive and to source new markets.  

InterTrade Ireland is also working to minimise the impact of Brexit on north-south trade.

24/04/2018WRQ02900General Practitioner Services

24/04/2018WRQ03000330. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend general practi-
tioner cards to all carers in receipt of the respite care support grant; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17871/18]

24/04/2018WRQ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In December 2017, the Government an-
nounced that additional funding would be provided to enable all carers in  receipt of Carer’s 
Allowance to qualify for a GP visit card.  Government approval was given earlier this month 
to provide GP services without fees to persons in receipt of either full or half rate Carer’s Al-
lowance or Carer’s Benefit and to draft the Heads of Bill to legislate for this provision.  It is 
intended that this measure will be implemented this year, subject to the drafting and enactment 
of the necessary legislation.

There are currently no plans to extend GP visit Cards to persons specifically in receipt of 
a Carer’s Support Grant (formerly known as the Respite Care Grant), however it is noted that 
many persons in receipt of this Grant will qualify for a GP visit card as the Carer’s Support 
Grant is paid automatically to persons in receipt of Carer’s Allowance or Carer’s Benefit.

24/04/2018WRQ03200Commencement of Legislation

24/04/2018WRQ03300331. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 134 of 18 April 2018, the nature of the technical drafting issue that has come to 
light in relation to Parts 2 and 3 of the Child and Family Relationships Act 2015; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18041/18]

24/04/2018WRQ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A number of technical drafting issues have 
come to light in relation to Parts 2 & 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015. The 
implications of these issues are being explored by officials in my Department and the Office 
of the Attorney General, and as these discussions are ongoing, I do not wish to preempt the 
outcome by citing specific details. I would be happy to arrange a briefing for the Deputy on the 
substantive issues in due course.

Clarification on whether primary legislation is required to resolve these issues is being 
sought. In the event that primary legislation is required I would seek to deal with it as a matter 
of urgency. 

24/04/2018WRQ03500Medicinal Products Availability

24/04/2018WRQ03600332. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if Versatis patches will be re-
instated and made available to persons with medical cards; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17394/18]
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24/04/2018WRQ03700333. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the list of ailments that can 
be treated with Versatis medicated patches on the medical card scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17395/18]

24/04/2018WRQ03800334. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if there is an investigation into 
the possible extension of the ailments that Versatis medicated patches can treat; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17396/18]

24/04/2018WRQ03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 332 to 334, 
inclusive, together.

Medicines play a vital role in improving the health of Irish patients. Securing access to ex-
isting and new and innovative medicines is a key objective of the health service. However, the 
challenge is to do this in a safe and sustainable manner. Treatment must be appropriate and pro-
portionate and clinical decision-making, such as prescribing, should be based on both patient 
needs and sound medical evidence.

Lidocaine 5% medicated plasters are licensed for the localised relief of post-shingles pain 
in adults. This is the only licensed use for the patch in Ireland. It has been reimbursed in the 
community drugs schemes since 2010.

Clinical concern arose when, from 2012 on, usage increased significantly, to the point 
where, in Ireland, more plasters were being used in than the entire UK National Health Service. 
In such situations, it is important and appropriate for clinicians to review usage and, in 2016, the 
HSE Medicines Management Programme (MMP) reviewed the use of the plasters. The review 
estimated that only 5-10% of prescribing was for the licensed indication.

Following the clinical review, the HSE introduced a new reimbursement approval system 
for the patches from September 2017, to support appropriate use and patient care. Under these 
arrangements, the patient’s GP or consultant must apply to the MMP for reimbursement ap-
proval on behalf of the patient. In the case of a negative reimbursement decision, the treating 
clinician can appeal the decision. Once a patient is approved for reimbursement support, irre-
spective of the indication, there will be no expiry on the duration of treatment. This also applies 
to applications already approved by the MMP.

As of 29 March 2018, there have been 5,747 online applications from clinicians requesting 
the reimbursement of Versatis. Of these applications, 1,205 patients (over 21%) have been ap-
proved. Of 672 online appeals, over 71% of patients have been approved for reimbursement. 
The MMP has sought further information on another 41 appeals. Accordingly, since 1 Septem-
ber 2017, 1,681 patients have been approved for reimbursement of lidocaine plasters, based on 
the clinical case made by their GP or consultant.

It is clear that this new process supports appropriate use and prescribing and both post-
shingles patients and other appropriate cases can continue to be treated with lidocaine plasters.

The HSE notified prescribers and pharmacies of the introduction of the new system in Au-
gust 2017. This advice was re-issued recently, and information for patients and practitioners is 
on the HSE Medicines Management Programme website at www.hse.ie/yourmedicines  .

This reimbursement decision is a matter for the HSE. However, I fully support the objec-
tives of the HSE Medicines Management Programme.

24/04/2018WRQ04200Hospital Procedures
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24/04/2018WRQ04300335. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a procedure for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17398/18]

24/04/2018WRQ04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRQ04500Hospital Appointments Status

24/04/2018WRQ04600336. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied) [17419/18]

24/04/2018WRQ04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRQ04800National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

24/04/2018WRQ04900337. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number and cost of opera-
tions and procedures carried out under the National Treatment Purchase Fund in each of the 
past three years by specialty; the estimated cost of such operations or treatments had they been 
carried out in a HSE hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17427/18]

24/04/2018WRQ05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the question raised by the 
Deputy, I have asked the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) and the HSE to provide 
the Department with comparative figures and estimates. 

As this information is in the process of being collated, I have asked both agencies to respond 
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directly to me, and I will forward the response to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

24/04/2018WRQ05100National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

24/04/2018WRQ05200338. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number and cost of opera-
tions or treatments undertaken under the National Treatment Purchase Fund in each of the past 
three years by medical facility or hospital in which they were undertaken; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17428/18]

24/04/2018WRQ05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The NTPF has advised my Depart-
ment that it did not have a direct role in the commissioning of patient treatments in 2016 and 
2015. The procurement of treatments was carried out by the HSE and the role of the NTPF was 
the administration of the payments to the hospitals. 

In addition, the NTPF has indicated that the 2017 Annual Financial Statements have not yet 
been finalised and as a result the data requested by the Deputy in relation to 2017 is not cur-
rently available.

In response to the specific question from the Deputy, details of the treatments undertaken by 
the NTPF by type of medical facility/hospital between 2014 and 2016 are set out in the table.  

Patient Care Expenditure by 
Payee

2016 2015 2014

€ € €
Private Hospitals 30,387,932 21,330,689
Voluntary Hospitals 15,000
Public Hospitals 484,193

Total 30,387,932 21,345,689 484,193

2016 2015 2014
Patient Care Expenditure by 
speciality

€ € €

Orthopaedics 12,958,057 5,509,381
ENT 4,286,291 3,794,944
General Surgery 3,533,586 2,689,430 484,193
Ophthalmology 2,338,225 992,493
Gynaecology 1,416,340 430,835
Non-cosmetic Plastic 
Surgery

1,402,816 977,058

Vascular Surgery 1,219,941 561,278
Urology 1,203,697 2,473,238
Neurosurgery 652,283 1,378,357
Cardiac Surgery/ Cardiol-
ogy

614,518 1,537,431

Radiology 408,064 770,633
Dental and Oral Surgery 208,575 110,575
Surgical Dermatology 78,846 45,944
Rheumatology 35,832 42,281
Pain Management 26,741 757
Neurology 4,119 31,055
Total 30,387,932 21,345,689 484,193
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24/04/2018WRQ05400Cross-Border Health Services Provision

24/04/2018WRQ05500339. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number and cost of opera-
tions and procedures carried out under the cross border directive in each of the past three years 
by specialty; the estimated cost of such operations or treatments had they been carried out in a 
HSE hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17429/18]

24/04/2018WRQ05600340. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number and cost of opera-
tions or treatments undertaken under the cross border directive in each of the past three years 
by medical facility or hospital in which they were undertaken; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17430/18]

24/04/2018WRQ05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 339 and 
340 together.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine these matters and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

24/04/2018WRR00300Hospital Waiting Lists

24/04/2018WRR00400341. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 9 will secure an appointment for knee surgery at Cappagh National Ortho-
paedic Hospital. [17431/18]

24/04/2018WRR00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRR00600Health Services

24/04/2018WRR00700342. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if services will be provided to a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17433/18]

24/04/2018WRR00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

24/04/2018WRR00900Hospital Appointments Status
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24/04/2018WRR01000343. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of an ophthalmology 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17434/18]

24/04/2018WRR01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRR01200Hospital Waiting Lists

24/04/2018WRR01300344. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be scheduled for back surgery. [17436/18]

24/04/2018WRR01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRR01500Mental Health Services

24/04/2018WRR01600345. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has had no follow-up appointment with CAMHS on a matter. [17438/18]

24/04/2018WRR01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

24/04/2018WRR01800Hospital Waiting Lists
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24/04/2018WRR01900346. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the reason a person’s (details 
supplied) knee replacement surgeries were cancelled with short notice on two separate occa-
sions in April 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17444/18]

24/04/2018WRR02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRR02100Health Promotion

24/04/2018WRR02200347. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health his plans to ban the sale of 
energy drinks to those under 16 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17446/18]

24/04/2018WRR02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): While 
there are no specific plans along the lines requested by the Deputy, there are a number of exist-
ing instruments directly relevant to this area. 

Existing legislation stipulates that energy drinks that contain caffeine in excess of 150 mg/l 
must be labelled ‘High caffeine content - not recommended for children or pregnant or breast-
feeding women’ in the same field of vision as the name of the beverage.

In addition, I recently launched voluntary Codes of Practice for the Non-Broadcast Media 
Advertising and Marketing of Food and Non-Alcoholic Beverages, including Sponsorship and 
Retail Product Placement.

The purpose of these Codes is to ensure that foods and drinks high in fat, especially satu-
rated fat, sugar and salt are marketed and advertised in a responsible way, especially to young 
people.  High energy drinks will qualify as high sugar products under the criteria being used 
to define high sugar drinks.  Therefore their advertising, marketing, sponsorship and product 
placement will be covered by these new Codes.

The Codes sit alongside and complement other voluntary and statutory measures intended 
to ensure the responsible marketing of food to the public.  These include the Broadcast Author-
ity of Ireland General and Children’s Commercial Communications Code and the Advertising 
Standards Authority for Ireland Code of Standards for Advertising and Marketing Communica-
tions in Ireland.

Finally, the Minister for Finance announced in Budget 2018 the introduction of a sugar tax, 
at a rate of 30 cent per litre on drinks with over eight grams of sugar per 100 millilitres, along 
with a reduced rate of 20 cent per litre on drinks with between five and eight grams of sugar per 
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100 millilitres.  The rationale for the sugar tax is to reduce the consumption of drinks high in 
sugar such as high energy drinks.

24/04/2018WRR02400Hospitals Data

24/04/2018WRR02500348. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of births that took place 
in 2017 or the most recent year for which figures can be obtained in each of the three Dublin 
maternity hospitals; the number of delivery unit beds that were available for that year in each 
hospital; and the number of whole-time equivalent midwives employed for that year in each 
hospital. [17449/18]

24/04/2018WRR02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the queries raised by the Deputy relate to 
service issues, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRR02700Hospitals Capital Programme

24/04/2018WRR02800349. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if funding was approved for a 
new replacement dialysis unit in Tallaght Hospital in June 2017; if the funding was cancelled 
on 5 January 2018; the reason for this cancellation; the status of funding for the unit; and if the 
proposed unit is included in Project Ireland 2040 (details supplied). [17453/18]

24/04/2018WRR02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Development Plan provides 
€10.9 billion to invest in infrastructure, equipment and additional service capacity for the public 
health sector.  This represents an increase of 165% in capital funding over the previous decade.  
The additional capital funding is predominately in the second half of the plan. 

It is important to recognise that this is a long-term plan which provides for a large number 
of Health developments across the country including developments at Tallaght Hospital. 

As is to be expected with a ten year plan there are many development proposals, all of which 
are at different stages of progress.

As the HSE is responsible for the delivery of health care infrastructure projects, the Execu-
tive has been requested to reply directly to the Deputy in relation to the current position on 
proposed developments at Tallaght General Hospital.

24/04/2018WRR03000Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

24/04/2018WRR03100350. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason for excluding persons 
over 21 years of age with type 1 diabetes from accessing the FreeStyle Libre glucose monitor; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17455/18]

24/04/2018WRR03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRR03300Hospitals Expenditure
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24/04/2018WRR03400351. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding being spent 
by Tallaght Hospital on dialysis services provided by a private hospital (details supplied). 
[17466/18]

24/04/2018WRR03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRR03600Hospital Appointments Status

24/04/2018WRR03700352. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment will 
be scheduled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17472/18]

24/04/2018WRR03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRR03900Hospital Waiting Lists

24/04/2018WRR04000353. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the proportion of persons on 
colonoscopy waiting lists in each month of 2017 who are waiting for a colonoscopy as part of 
surveillance after screening, polypectomy or other investigation in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17473/18]

24/04/2018WRR04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRR04200Hospital Waiting Lists

24/04/2018WRR04300354. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the percentage of persons 
scheduled for colonoscopy surveillance who underwent the procedure within three months of 
the scheduled date for colonoscopy for each month in 2017; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17474/18]

24/04/2018WRR04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.
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24/04/2018WRR04500Dental Services Waiting Lists

24/04/2018WRR04600355. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if dental treatment for a person 
(details supplied) was listed when the person was attending primary school. [17475/18]

24/04/2018WRR04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRR04800Hospitals Capital Programme

24/04/2018WRR04900356. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health when a design team will be put in 
place to carry out the tender process for the new endoscopy unit, physical medicine unit, physi-
cal therapy unit, oncology unit and day procedure department at Naas General Hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17478/18]

24/04/2018WRR05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE is responsible for the delivery 
of health care infrastructure projects, the Executive has been requested to reply directly to the 
Deputy in relation to the current position on proposed developments at Naas General Hospital.

24/04/2018WRR05100Home Care Packages Provision

24/04/2018WRR05200357. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if additional funding will be made 
available to the HSE to reduce the waiting list and waiting time for home support in view of the 
fact that at the end of February 2018 there were 6,172 persons waiting for same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17488/18]

24/04/2018WRR05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Home support servic-
es were a particular area of focus in Budget 2018, with an additional €18.25 million allocated.  
The additional resources bring the budget for the provision of home support services to €408 
million.  The HSE’s 2018 National Service Plan provides for a target of some 17.094 million 
home support hours to be provided to 50,500 people, which compares with last year’s 16.34 
million hours delivered to 50,000 people (home help and home care package funded hours 
combined).  This is an increase of 754,000 hours to 500 more people.  In addition 235 intensive 
home care packages will provide 360,000 home support hours for people with complex needs.

Following the recent significant adverse weather the HSE provided about 350 extra Home 
Support Packages across 13 specific hospitals over a five week period.

Despite this significant level of service provision, the demand for home support continues to 
grow.  It is important to note that the allocation of funding for home support across the system, 
though significant, is finite and services must therefore be delivered within the funding avail-
able.  In this context, I acknowledge that access to the service may take longer than we would 
like.  However, the HSE monitors the delivery of home support on an on-going basis, to ensure 
that activity is maximised relative to individual clients’ assessed care needs within the overall 
available resources for home support and having regard to demand throughout the year.

The Government is committed to promoting care in the community so that people can con-
tinue to live with confidence, security and dignity in their own homes for as long as possible.  
To support this, we plan to establish a new statutory scheme for the financing and regulation of 
home support services.  The Department is currently engaged in a detailed process to progress 
this.
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24/04/2018WRR05400Hospital Appointments Delays

24/04/2018WRR05500358. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment for a 
person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17502/18]

24/04/2018WRR05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRS00200Voluntary Sector Funding

24/04/2018WRS00300359. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to a 
charity (details supplied) for each of the past seven years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17515/18]

24/04/2018WRS00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): My Depart-
ment has not provided any core funding in the past seven years to the organization referred to 
by the Deputy.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRS00500HSE Agency Staff Expenditure

24/04/2018WRS00600360. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the spend on agency staff in the 
health service in each of the years 1997 to 2010, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17525/18]

24/04/2018WRS00700361. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the spend on agency staff in the 
health service in each of the years 2010 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17526/18]

24/04/2018WRS00800362. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the spend on agency staff in 
hospitals in each of the years 2010 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17527/18]

24/04/2018WRS00900363. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the spend on agency staff in 
hospitals in each of the years 2002 to 2010 and to date in 2018, by profession in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17528/18]
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24/04/2018WRS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 360 to 363, 
inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly on this matter.

24/04/2018WRS01400Medicinal Products

24/04/2018WRS01500364. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will engage with an organisa-
tion (details supplied) and the pharmaceutical industry to ensure faster access to new medicines 
for persons diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. [17529/18]

24/04/2018WRS01600369. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will engage with an or-
ganisation (details supplied) and representatives from the pharmaceutical industry to ensure 
that persons suffering with multiple sclerosis can access new medicines as early as possible; the 
steps he will take to reduce the delays in accessing new medicines for this condition; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17545/18]

24/04/2018WRS01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 364 and 
369 together.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  As Minister for 
Health, I do not have any statutory power or function in relation to the reimbursement of medi-
cines.  The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reimbursement of medicines.

In line with the 2013 Act, if a company would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE 
pursuant to the Community Drugs scheme, the company must first submit an application to the 
HSE to have the new medicine added to the Reimbursement List.

As outlined in the IPHA agreement, and in line with the 2013 Act, the HSE will decide, 
within 180 days of receiving the application (or a longer period if further information is sought 
from the company), to either add the medicine to the reimbursement list or agree to reimburse 
it as a hospital medicine, or refuse to reimburse the medicine.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE, and makes recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions.  The NCPE uses a decision framework 
to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible.  However, because 
of the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these com-
mitments are often multi-million euro investments on an on-going basis.  This can lead to a 
protracted deliberation process.

I am keen to engage with Industry and to explore ways in which new medicines might be 
more easily introduced in Ireland.  However, any innovative approaches that may be tabled 
must be compatible with the statutory provisions which are in place and must also recognise the 
fundamental pricing/funding issues in the context of finite Exchequer resources.

I have indicated willingness to meet with MS Ireland and my office is in contact with the 
organisation to arrange a mutually convenient date.
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24/04/2018WRS01800Medicinal Products Reimbursement

24/04/2018WRS01900365. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his views on the reimbursement 
scheme and the fact that it can take over four years for new medication to be covered by same. 
[17530/18]

24/04/2018WRS02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the 2013 Act.  The Act 
specifies the criteria for decisions on the reimbursement of medicines.

The 2013 Act does not give the Minister for Health any powers in this regard.  The HSE 
does not require approval or consent from the Minister or Government when making a reim-
bursement decision.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE, and makes recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions.  The NCPE uses a decision framework 
to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

As outlined in the IPHA agreement, and in line with the 2013 Act,  the HSE will decide, 
within 180 days of receiving the application (or a longer period if further information is sought 
from the company), to either:

1. add the medicine to the reimbursement list or agree to reimburse it as a hospital medicine,

2. refuse to reimburse the medicine.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible and within the 180 
days.  However, because of the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is 
achieved, as these commitments are often multi-million euro investments on an on-going basis.

I am keen to engage with Industry and to explore ways in which new medicines might be 
more easily introduced in Ireland.   However, any innovative approaches that may be tabled 
must be compatible with the statutory provisions which are in place and must also recognise the 
fundamental pricing/funding issues in the context of finite Exchequer resources.

24/04/2018WRS02100Home Care Packages Provision

24/04/2018WRS02200366. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a home care package; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17535/18]

24/04/2018WRS02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

24/04/2018WRS02400Home Care Packages Funding

24/04/2018WRS02500367. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the funding in place for home 
care packages in south-west areas of County Dublin; if there is a freeze on home care pack-
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ages in these areas; if so, when it will be lifted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17536/18]

24/04/2018WRS02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

24/04/2018WRS02700Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

24/04/2018WRS02800368. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when the fair deal scheme will be 
granted to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17537/18]

24/04/2018WRS02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

Question No. 369 answered with Question No. 364.

24/04/2018WRS03100Health Services Staff Data

24/04/2018WRS03200370. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of assaults that 
have been recorded against front line staff, including nurses, doctors, social workers, ambu-
lance staff and other health professionals in each of the years 2008 to 2017 and to date in 2018, 
by hospital, geographical location and profession in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17552/18]

24/04/2018WRS03300371. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of work days that 
have been lost as a result of assaults on staff in the health service; the cost to the Exchequer of 
such enforced absences; the number of staff who have not returned to duties as a result in each 
of the years 2008 to 2017 and to date in 2018, by hospital, geographical location and profession 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17553/18]

24/04/2018WRS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 370 and 
371 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly on these matters.

24/04/2018WRS03600Drug Treatment Programmes

24/04/2018WRS03700372. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the options available to the mother 
of a drug addict who is in receipt of a methadone treatment in terms of sheltered structured ac-
commodation for the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17558/18]

24/04/2018WRS03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

24/04/2018WRS03900Hospital Services
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24/04/2018WRS04000373. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Health the status of services for vene-
section for persons with haemochromatosis; if the issue of the €80 fee that these persons must 
pay when they attend outpatient departments is being considered in the context of the overall 
general practitioner contract review process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17575/18]

24/04/2018WRS04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The majority of venesections are undertaken 
in acute hospitals.  The treatment is also delivered in the community, by some General Practi-
tioners and at some Irish Blood Transfusion Service centres.

The Health Act 1970 (as amended) provides that all people ordinarily resident in Ireland 
are entitled, subject to certain charges, to public in-patient hospital services including consul-
tant services and to public out-patient hospital services.  Under Section 52 of the Health Act 
1970, as amended by Section 12 of the Health (Amendment) Act 2013, a person who has been 
referred to a hospital for an in-patient service, including that provided on a day case basis, will 
have to pay the statutory daily charge, currently €80 per day, up to a maximum of €800 per year.  
On this basis, where venesection is classed as a day case procedure and is not carried out in an 
out-patient setting, the public in-patient charge applies.

My Department is currently considering the issue of the application of the public in-patient 
charge of €80 for venesection in Acute Hospitals as well as broader issues in relation to the 
treatment of patients with Hereditary Haemochromatosis.

The Deputy may be aware of the ongoing review of the General Medical Scheme and other 
publicly funded contracts involving GPs, and that discussions with GP representatives to prog-
ress this work are to commence in the coming weeks.  I expect that the issue of venesection 
services for patients with haemochromatosis will be considered in the context of the overall GP 
contract review process.

24/04/2018WRS04200Disability Services Provision

24/04/2018WRS04300374. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if waiting lists, lack of 
services and funding for persons with a disability will be addressed; the rationale for not includ-
ing the optional protocol in the ratification of the UNCRPD; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17580/18]

24/04/2018WRS04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

Under the Health Act 2004, responsibility for the management and delivery of health and 
personal social services rests with the Health Service Executive (HSE).  The Government has 
provided funding of €1.772 billion to the HSE’s Disability Services Programme for 2018.  The 
quantum of services to be provided with that funding,  and the key service deliverables and pri-
orities  for the Disabilities Services Programme for this year are outlined in the HSE’S National 
Service Plan for 2018.

As the Deputy’s particular query in respect of waiting lists, service provision and service 
funding is as service matter for the HSE, I have asked the Executive to reply directly to the 



Questions - Written Answers

168

Deputy on this issue.

In terms of the ratification of the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of People with 
Disabilities (UNCRPD), it should be noted that the Convention and the Optional Protocol cover 
a broad range of commitments, some of which require substantive cultural change.  Work is 
continuing on the reforms needed for a high level of compliance with the Convention’s re-
quirements.  In the early implementation phase it is essential that resources are appropriately 
focussed in the enhancement of services needed for compliance with the Convention.  For this 
reason, a phased approach is seen as the most practical and realistic way of moving ahead.  Ac-
cordingly the Optional Protocol is not being ratified at this time but will be ratified as soon as 
possible, at the latest following completion of Ireland’s first reporting cycle which will identify 
any actions needed with regard to compliance with the Convention.

24/04/2018WRS04500Hospital Appointments Status

24/04/2018WRS04600375. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) will be scheduled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17581/18]

24/04/2018WRS04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRS04800General Medical Services Scheme Administration

24/04/2018WRS04900376. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if the HSE is allowing medical 
card holders to be charged for the taking of bloods; if the cost of such a procedure is covered 
under the medical card scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17582/18]

24/04/2018WRS05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the current GMS con-
tract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with ‘’all proper and necessary treatment of a 
kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience of 
a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.”  There 
is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP visit card 
to be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided by their GP which are required to either 
assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a condition.

The HSE has advised GPs that where a blood test forms part of the investigation or neces-
sary treatment of a patient’s symptoms or conditions, this should be free of charge for patients 
who hold a medical card or GP visit card.  Notwithstanding this, I am aware that some GPs have 
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begun to charge GMS patients for phlebotomy services in some circumstances.

This is a matter of concern for me as it has long been the position, under successive Gov-
ernments, that no user charges should apply to GP services provided to GMS and GP visit card 
patients.  If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been 
incorrectly charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient may take 
the matter up with their HSE Local Health Office, who will investigate the complaint.

If the local office determines that the charge was inappropriate, it will inform the HSE Pri-
mary Care Reimbursement Service who will arrange to refund the cost of the blood test to the 
patient and recoup this amount from the GP.  The local office will inform the GP of the decision 
to deduct the payment.

24/04/2018WRS05100Hospital Appointments Status

24/04/2018WRS05200377. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied). [17583/18]

24/04/2018WRS05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRT00200Medical Card Applications

24/04/2018WRT00300378. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a medical card applica-
tion will be reopened for persons (details supplied) to facilitate the provision of a letter in the 
format requested; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17593/18]

24/04/2018WRT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRT00500Minor Ailments Scheme

24/04/2018WRT00600379. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason the minor ailments 
scheme piloted in Kells, Roscommon, Macroom and Edenderry will not be extended and rolled 
out to other areas; when the report on the pilot will be made public; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17598/18]
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24/04/2018WRT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In 2016, the HSE ran a three month feasibil-
ity study on a pharmacy-delivered minor ailment service in an Irish healthcare context.  The 
HSE submitted the report to my Department for consideration and it is expected that this exami-
nation will be concluded shortly.    

24/04/2018WRT00800Hospital Waiting Lists

24/04/2018WRT00900380. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare will receive an appointment for orthopaedic surgery at University Hospital 
Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17604/18]

24/04/2018WRT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRT01100Medicinal Products Reimbursement

24/04/2018WRT01200381. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) cannot qualify under the HSE criteria for the provision of Pembrolizumab to be covered 
by private health insurance; his plans to afford a discretion in the HSE criteria of 50% tumour 
expression of PD-L1 in instances in which an oncologist is of the opinion that the treatment 
is appropriate; if the criterion of 50% tumour expression of PD-L1 will be reconsidered; if an 
opportunity for a person to qualify under the scheme once a person has started treatment with 
Pembrolizumab and is shown to be responding to the treatment will be afforded; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17618/18]

24/04/2018WRT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.   As Minister for Health, I do not have any statutory power 
or function in relation to the reimbursement of medicines. The Act specifies the criteria for deci-
sions on the reimbursement of medicines.

In line with the 2013 Act, if a company would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE 
pursuant to the community drugs scheme, the company must first submit an application to the 
HSE to have the new medicine added to the reimbursement list.

As outlined in the Framework Agreement with industry, and in line with the 2013 Act, the 
HSE will decide, within 180 days of receiving the application (or a longer period if further in-
formation is sought from the company), to either add the medicine to the reimbursement list or 
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agree to reimburse it as a hospital medicine, or refuse to reimburse the medicine.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE, and makes recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions.  The NCPE uses a decision framework 
to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible. However, because 
of the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these com-
mitments are often multi-million euro investments on an on-going basis. This can lead to a 
protracted deliberation process.

Pembrolizumab is currently reimbursed for the following indications:  

- KEYTRUDA as monotherapy is indicated for the treatment of advanced (unresectable or 
metastatic) melanoma in adults. 

- KEYTRUDA as monotherapy is  indicated for the first-line treatment of metastatic non-
small cell lung carcinoma (NSCLC) in adults whose tumours express PD-L1 with a ≥ 50% 
tumour proportion score (TPS) with no EGFR or ALK positive tumour mutations.

I have been informed by the HSE that they are currently assessing the following indication 
for reimbursement:

- KEYTRUDA as monotherapy is indicated for the treatment of locally advanced or meta-
static NSCLC in  adults whose tumours express PD-L1 with a ≥ 1% TPS and who have received 
at least one prior chemotherapy regimen.  Patients with EGFR or ALK positive tumour muta-
tions should also have received targeted therapy before receiving KEYTRUDA.

Once the NCPE assessment has been completed, the HSE will evaluate this application for 
reimbursement in line with the criteria which has been laid out within the 2013 Act.

24/04/2018WRT01400Hospital Equipment

24/04/2018WRT01500382. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health if University Hospital Limerick 
is running out of trolleys to cater for waiting patients; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17623/18]

24/04/2018WRT01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Against a background of growing demand 
for unscheduled care and high acute hospital occupancy rates, Government provided €30 mil-
lion in 2017 and a further €40 million in 2018 for measures to increase acute hospital capacity 
and alleviate overcrowding in Emergency Departments.  Almost 50% of this funding was used 
to deliver home support packages and transitional care beds to reduce the incidence of delayed 
discharges.  Furthermore, over 200 beds have been opened this winter and more beds are due to 
come on stream later in the year.  

Notwithstanding the increased level of resources provided, this winter has been particularly 
difficult for our health services with ED attendances up 3.7% and admissions up 3.3% during 
the first quarter of the year, as compared to the same period in 2017. In relation to University 
Hospital Limerick, in the first quarter of 2018, attendances rose by 11.6% and admissions rose 
by 10.8%, with a steep rise of 16.4% in attendances and 21% in admissions by those in the over 
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75 age group. 

The situation was further exacerbated by Storm Emma and the severe weather that fol-
lowed.  In response to this, I approved a further €5m in emergency funding to provide additional 
home support packages and transitional care beds to assist the safe discharge of patients who 
required support to return home following the adverse weather.  

In relation to the specific question asked regarding trolleys in University Hospital Limerick, 
as this is a service matter I have referred it to the HSE for a direct response to the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRT01700Medicinal Products Reimbursement

24/04/2018WRT01800383. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if he will engage with an 
organisation (details supplied) to ensure new medicines are available to persons with MS as 
soon as possible; his views on the fact that it can take over four years for a new medicine to be 
reimbursed here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17629/18]

24/04/2018WRT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  As Minister for Health, I do not have any statutory power 
or function in relation to the reimbursement of medicines. The Act specifies the criteria for deci-
sions on the reimbursement of medicines.

In line with the 2013 Act, if a company would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE 
pursuant to the Community Drugs scheme, the company must first submit an application to the 
HSE to have the new medicine added to the Reimbursement List.

As outlined in the IPHA agreement, and in line with the 2013 Act, the HSE will decide, 
within 180 days of receiving the application (or a longer period if further information is sought 
from the company), to either add the medicine to the reimbursement list or agree to reimburse 
it as a hospital medicine, or refuse to reimburse the medicine.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE). 

The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE, and makes recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions.  The NCPE uses a decision framework 
to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible.  However, because 
of the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these com-
mitments are often multi-million euro investments on an on-going basis.  This can lead to a 
protracted deliberation process.

I am keen to engage with Industry and to explore ways in which new medicines might be 
more easily introduced in Ireland.  However, any innovative approaches that may be tabled 
must be compatible with the statutory provisions which are in place and must also recognise the 
fundamental pricing/funding issues in the context of finite Exchequer resources.  

I have indicated willingness to meet with MS Ireland and my office is in contact with the 
organisation to arrange a mutually convenient date.
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24/04/2018WRT02000Disability Services Provision

24/04/2018WRT02100384. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the situation of a person 
(details supplied) will be investigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17635/18]

24/04/2018WRT02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

 As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRT02300Disability Services Provision

24/04/2018WRT02400385. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) will be examined. [17637/18]

24/04/2018WRT02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRT02600Hospital Services

24/04/2018WRT02700386. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide a modular 
laboratory at UHW; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17649/18]

24/04/2018WRT02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following an independent review of the 
need for a second cath lab in University Hospital Waterford (UHW), the Herity report conclud-
ed that the needs of the effective catchment population for Waterford University Hospital could 
be accommodated within a single cath lab.  Funding has been provided to support extension 
of the existing cath lab operating hours to 12 weekly sessions per week, or by 20%, as recom-
mended in the Herity Report.  Recruitment efforts to support this service extension are ongoing.

In the interim, a mobile cath lab service has also been provided.  The mobile cath lab was 
deployed in October 2017 for an initial period of 20 weeks and this was extended in February 
for another 10 weeks to allow further time for the recruitment effort.  As requested by the Min-
ister, the Department has now requested proposals from the HSE on the continued deployment 
of the mobile cath lab.  A modular cath lab has also been proposed, as an interim solution pend-
ing the outcome of the National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services, and the Department of 
Health is currently examining this proposal at the Minister’s request.  
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A national review of specialist cardiac services is underway, which aims to achieve optimal 
patient outcomes at population level with particular emphasis on the safety, quality and sustain-
ability of the services that patients receive by establishing the need for an optimal configuration 
of a national adult cardiac service.  In terms of scope, the National Review will cover scheduled 
and unscheduled hospital-based services for the diagnosis and treatment of cardiac disease in 
adults.  The Steering Group for the review held its first meeting on 31 January last.  As set out 
in the National Development Plan 2018-2027, investment in cardiac catheterisation laborato-
ries and other cardiac services infrastructure nationally will be informed by the outcome of the 
National Review. 

24/04/2018WRT02900Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

24/04/2018WRT03000387. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if an item of equipment will be 
provided to a child (details supplied) in County Cork. [17651/18]

24/04/2018WRT03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRT03200Hospitals Data

24/04/2018WRT03300388. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatients 
and outpatients who did not attend at Beaumont Hospital in 2016, 2017, and to date in 2018, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17657/18]

24/04/2018WRT03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRT03500Medicinal Products Regulation

24/04/2018WRT03600389. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if his Department will consider 
replicating the FDA black box warning regarding cautionary use by persons under 18 years of 
age on antidepressants such as Prozac in the USA on the packaging of similar drugs here (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17660/18]

24/04/2018WRT03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The legal framework for  provision of de-
tailed warnings for medicines across the EU is through the  product information, which spe-
cifically provides for the format and content of  these documents.  The summary of product 
characteristics (SmPC) for the healthcare professional and the package leaflet (PL) for patients 
are reviewed and approved as an intrinsic part of the licensing of a medicine, and continuously 
updated to reflect the current state of knowledge of the medicine and the risks associated  with 
its use.  As such, it is considered important for healthcare professionals  and patients/carers to 
regularly read and review these documents to support  safe and appropriate use.    

With regard specifically to Prozac, which is one of a group of antidepressant medicines  
known as SSRIs, it should be noted that the information included in the US ‘black box’  is en-
tirely consistent with that provided in the approved product information for these medicines in 
the EU.

24/04/2018WRT03800Mental Health Services Provision
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24/04/2018WRT03900390. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if funding and resources will be 
allocated to child psychological services to reduce the waiting lists for access to these services; 
and his views on the fact that there are over 7,000 children on waiting lists for these services. 
[17671/18]

24/04/2018WRT04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

24/04/2018WRT04100Hospital Appointments Administration

24/04/2018WRT04200391. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment for a 
person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17672/18]

24/04/2018WRT04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRT04400Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

24/04/2018WRT04500392. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to a group 
(details supplied) for producing the health service capacity review report. [17699/18]

24/04/2018WRT04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The amount paid to the company referred to 
in the details supplied was €324,700 (exclusive of VAT) for the provision of technical, analyti-
cal, and engagement expertise, along with the design and printing of the 2018 Health Service 
Capacity Review.

24/04/2018WRT04700Patient Transport Data

24/04/2018WRT04800393. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Health the number of patient 
transport taskings being provided to private operators and the HSE’s intermediate care service 
to and from each of the Saolta hospital group hospitals in each of the years 2015 to 2017, in-
cluding patient transport taskings for the purposes of dialysis and for outpatient appointments 
from community nursing homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17701/18]

24/04/2018WRT04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
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HSE to reply to you directly.

24/04/2018WRT05000Disability Services Provision

24/04/2018WRT05100394. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if the process for children with 
intellectual disabilities transitioning out of second level education will be reassessed; his views 
on new measures to implement an earlier programme of transition; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17702/18]

24/04/2018WRT05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

 As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRT05300Medicinal Products Licensing

24/04/2018WRT05400395. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
in respect of a person (details supplied) regarding funding; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17729/18]

24/04/2018WRT05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since August 2014 Brentuximab vedotin 
has been approved and funded by the HSE for use in relapsed or refractory CD30+ Hodgkin 
Lymphoma following Autologous Stem Cell Transplantation (ASCT) or following at least two 
prior therapies when ASCT or multi-agent chemotherapy is not a treatment option as well as for 
use in relapsed or refractory systemic anaplastic large cell lymphoma (sALCL).

A pricing application is ongoing in relation to the use of Brentuximab vedotin for CD30+ 
cutaneous T-cell lymphoma (CTCL).  This application is being considered in line with the cri-
teria set out in the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

The European Medicines Agency to date has not approved any other indication (use) in Eu-
rope.  The treatment of Angioimmunoblastic T-cell lymphoma is not included in the currently 
reimbursed indications. 

24/04/2018WRT05600National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

24/04/2018WRT05700396. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who re-
ceived treatment in the first quarter of 2018 under the National Treatment Purchase Fund; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17745/18]

24/04/2018WRT05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In the first quarter of 2018, the number of 
persons that have received treatment under the National Treatment Purchase Fund is 3,801. The 
number of persons treated on the GI Scopes waiting list is 541. 
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24/04/2018WRU00200National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

24/04/2018WRU00300397. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who re-
ceived treatment under the National Treatment Purchase Fund in 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17746/18]

24/04/2018WRU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In 2017, the number of persons that received 
treatment under the National Treatment Purchase Fund was 5,917.  The number of persons 
treated on the GI Scopes waiting list was 700. 

24/04/2018WRU00500Infectious Diseases

24/04/2018WRU00600398. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health his plans for improvements in 
the diagnostic testing and treatment for Lyme disease here; and his further plans to meet with 
representatives of the organisation that represents persons with the condition here. [17792/18]

24/04/2018WRU00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Lyme disease (also known as Lyme bor-
reliosis) is an infection caused by a spiral-shaped bacterium called Borrelia burgdorferi.  It is 
transmitted to humans by bites from ticks infected with the bacteria.  The infection is generally 
mild affecting only the skin but can occasionally be more severe and highly debilitating.  Lyme 
disease is diagnosed by medical history and physical examination.  The infection is confirmed 
by blood tests which look for antibodies produced by an infected person’s body in response 
to the infection.  These normally take several weeks to develop and may not be present in the 
early stages of the disease.  The standard laboratory approach to Lyme diagnostics is a two-
stage approach and has been agreed by experts from the Scientific Advisory Committee of the 
Health Protection Surveillance Centre and other Irish and international experts.  This testing is 
available in Ireland. 

Laboratories in Ireland generally follow the laboratory testing recommendations of the US 
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, the Infectious Disease Society of America, the Eu-
ropean Federation of Neurological Societies, and the British Infection Association.  Irish labo-
ratories have their own quality assurance methods to make sure the tests are working correctly 
as well as being accredited by the Irish National Accreditation Body to perform the test cor-
rectly.  In undertaking Lyme testing, it is essential that the results are interpreted in the light of 
the clinical condition of the patient.  If the result of this initial screen is equivocal, the patient’s 
samples are referred to the U.K.’s Rare and Imported Pathogens Laboratory.  This laboratory 
uses a two-tier system recommended by American and European authorities which involves a 
screening test followed by a confirmatory test. 

Testing which is performed abroad may be performed in laboratories which have not met 
National or International Accreditation (Quality Standards).  These tests may be more likely to 
give a “false positive” result.  

Lyme disease can be very successfully treated using common antibiotics by General Practi-
tioners.  These antibiotics are effective at clearing the rash and helping to prevent the develop-
ment of complications.  Antibiotics are generally given for up to three weeks.  If complications 
develop, intravenous antibiotics may be considered.  

The HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre website (www.hpsc.ie) gives extensive in-
formation on Lyme disease diagnosis, treatment and how to avoid tick bites.  A Lyme Disease 
Subcommittee of the Scientific Advisory Committee of HPSC with professional clinical, ento-
mological, scientific and environmental health expert representation (including a representative 
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of the Lyme Support Group, Tick-Talk Ireland) has been established to explore all possible 
ways of raising awareness about Lyme disease.  This Subcommittee is expected to meet shortly 
with a view to finalising it report.  This report will cover a number of areas, including initiatives 
undertaken to date, summary advice relating to awareness, preventive advice for the general 
public, preventive advice and material for those responsible for sites or locations known to have 
or suspected as having higher densities of ticks, and summary advice relating to GP manage-
ment of the condition.  Any person who is suffering ill-health is eligible to seek medical atten-
tion, and to access appropriate health and social care services, irrespective of the cause of their 
symptoms.

24/04/2018WRU00800Health Service Capacity Review

24/04/2018WRU00900399. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason workforce planning 
and assessment was excluded from the health service capacity review 2018; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17794/18]

24/04/2018WRU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Given the timelines in which the Capacity 
Review had to be conducted in order to inform the new National Development Plan, it was not 
possible to include a full workforce planning exercise within the scope of the Review.  It is 
important to note that aspects of the primary care workforce were included within the scope of 
the review, where the key units of capacity were workforce-based.  This included GPs, practice 
nurses, public health nurses and a number of therapy professions. 

However, in parallel, a number of initiatives have been underway to enable robust and ac-
curate workforce planning, including:   

- The National Strategic Framework for Health and Social Care Workforce Planning, which 
was launched in November 2017, was developed alongside the Capacity Review.  This Frame-
work will support an approach to workforce planning that will enable the recruitment and reten-
tion of the right mix of health workers, across the health system.  

- Recently I launched “A Framework for Safe Nurse Staffing and Skill Mix  in General and 
Specialist Medical and Surgical Care Settings in Adult  Hospitals in Ireland”.  This is a new plan 
to determine the number and  type of nurses needed in each hospital ward around the country. 

- Effective workforce planning and appropriate resourcing of health services will be a key 
enable of Sláintecare reforms.  This will be addressed in the Sláintecare Implementation Plan 
which I expect to bring to Government in May.

These initiatives, in tandem with the findings of the capacity review, will provide a robust 
framework within which workforce planning and assessment can be undertaken on an ongoing 
basis.

24/04/2018WRU01100Health Services Staff

24/04/2018WRU01200400. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the workforce planning re-
ports being undertaken for the health service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17795/18]

24/04/2018WRU01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As you may already be aware, I launched 
the National Strategic Framework for Health and Social Care Workforce Planning in November 
2017.  This Framework will support the development and implementation of a more consistent 
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approach to strategic workforce planning.  It will also support the establishment of structures 
and governance arrangements to enable the application of this strategic approach both within 
the health sector and with across other sectors.  Early actions to implement the Framework in-
cluding the establishment of governance and oversight arrangements, are underway.  

Of course, workforce planning is still being carried out in the health system, while the Na-
tional Stategic Framework is in the process of being implemented.  Most recently, I launched 
the Framework for Safe Nurse Staffing and Skill Mix in General and Specialist Medical and 
Surgical Care Settings in Adult Hospitals in Ireland on the 16th of April.  This framework sets 
out, for the first time in Ireland, the methodology to determine the appropriate number of nurses 
and healthcare assistants required for a medical/surgical ward based on the number of patients 
and their particular needs.

In terms of the HSE, currently, at national level, there are small teams with dedicated re-
sources and significant expertise in workforce planning within HSE National HR Division.  
These include resources in the National Doctors Training and Planning area, the Office of the 
Nursing and Midwifery Services Director and in the Health and Social Care Professions Office.  

24/04/2018WRU01400Health Service Capacity Review

24/04/2018WRU01500401. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the data which were provid-
ed to a company (details supplied) in carrying out the health service capacity review 2018. 
[17796/18]

24/04/2018WRU01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In carrying out the Health Service Capac-
ity Review, activity and resource data was drawn from sources such as HIPE (the Hospital 
InPatient Enquiry system), the HSE, the Critical Care Programme, the Nursing Home Support 
Scheme, data from a survey of private hospitals and other surveys such as Healthy Ireland, pub-
lished reports and stakeholder consultation, while waiting list data was drawn from the NTPF 
and the HSE.  Demand was projected forward on the basis of national population projections.  
CSO regional projections were used (M2F2 scenario), adjusted for recent CSO population data.  

The list of data sources used in the Capacity Review is included in Appendix D of the pub-
lished Capacity Review - Main Report available at my Department’s website.

24/04/2018WRU01700Health Service Capacity Review

24/04/2018WRU01800402. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason the health service 
capacity review 2018 did not identify the number and location of the beds which have disap-
peared in the health service since the 2007 health service capacity review; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17797/18]

24/04/2018WRU01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Capacity Review ex-
amined current and projected demand and capacity across not just acute hospitals, but also pri-
mary and social care.  In terms of examining acute hospital capacity, the Review looked at bed 
numbers under four categories – Inpatient, Daycase, Acute Medical Units and Adult Critical 
Care and it took the year 2016 as its base year.  Future demand was projected across those four 
categories in line with demographic projections and non-demographic factors and the capacity 
required to meet this projected demand was then calculated.  It was not necessary to identify 
bed numbers going back to 2007 to carry out the analysis and projections.
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For the Deputy’s information, data on acute bed capacity at a national level is reported each 
year for the previous ten year period in my Department’s annual publication Health in Ireland: 
Key Trends, and is available on the Health.gov.ie website.

As the Deputy has referenced, the overall number of acute beds nationally had decreased 
since 2007.  However, I am pleased to say that there was a modest increase of 300 beds over 
the period 2013 to 2016 (or 2.5%).  A further 200 additional beds were opened this winter and 
more will open throughout 2018.  I am determined that we will continue to increase bed capac-
ity over the coming years to tackle overcrowding in EDs and waiting times for procedures and 
to sustainably meet the needs of an aging and growing population.  

The Capacity Review makes clear that we need additional capacity across nearly all areas 
of the health service over the next decade and we now have firm commitments in the National 
Development Plan for a coherent and substantial programme of capital investment in our hos-
pital system and in the community.  We now have a fully funded capacity review which will see 
an extra 2,600 beds introduced in our hospitals in the coming years and 4,500 more community 
beds.  I am committed to front loading several hundred of these beds to ease pressure in our 
EDs next winter. 

24/04/2018WRU02000Hospital Appointments Status

24/04/2018WRU02100403. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17805/18]

24/04/2018WRU02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRU02300Civil Registration Service

24/04/2018WRU02400404. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the reason for the closure of the 
Dundalk civil registration office; the length of time the office has been closed; the steps he is 
taking to reopen the office; when it will reopen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17806/18]

24/04/2018WRU02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The civil registration service is operated by 
the Health Service Executive on behalf of the General Register Office under the aegis of the 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  I have referred your question to the 
Health Service Executive to address the specific issue raised and for direct reply to the Deputy.
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24/04/2018WRU02600Psychological Assessments

24/04/2018WRU02700405. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be issued with a date for a psychologist assessment; the reason for the delay in issuing a 
date for this appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17807/18]

24/04/2018WRU02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this question 
relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

24/04/2018WRU02900Civil Defence

24/04/2018WRU03000406. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason for the exclusion 
of the Civil Defence from the joint voluntary control centre (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17819/18]

24/04/2018WRU03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

24/04/2018WRU03200Services for People with Disabilities

24/04/2018WRU03300407. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if he will request the HSE to re-
view its new policy of in loco parentis and the need for a competent adult to be in the home at all 
times in cases in which a qualified and highly trained nurse is also present; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [17824/18]

24/04/2018WRU03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

24/04/2018WRU03500Hospital Waiting Lists Data

24/04/2018WRU03600408. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for outpatient rheumatology appointments; the number of adults and children wait-
ing, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17825/18]

24/04/2018WRU03700409. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time for 
children and adults, respectively, for rheumatology appointments; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17826/18]

24/04/2018WRU03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 408 and 
409 together.

Reducing waiting times for hospital procedures is a key priority of this Government.  On 
12 April 2018, the Minister launched the Inpatient/Day Case Action Plan 2018.  This plan was 
compiled by the Department of Health, the Health Service Executive, and the National Treat-
ment Purchase Fund. 

As part of the plan, the HSE will deliver 1.14 million hospital operations or procedures and 
the NTPF will deliver 20,000 Inpatient Day Case treatments.  Under the plan, there will be a 
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significant reduction in the overall number of people waiting for a procedure.  The target is that 
the waiting list numbers will fall to 70,000 by the end of the year, from a peak of 86,100 in July 
2017.

I am aware that there are challenges in meeting the growing demand for rheumatology 
services, and that the Health Service Executive is working towards improving access to such 
services.   In relation to rheumatology service provision, as this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

24/04/2018WRU04000Health Services Staff

24/04/2018WRU04100410. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time con-
sultant paediatric rheumatology posts in the health service; his views on whether this is an 
adequate number of such posts to provide these services; if this number of posts is in line with 
World Health Organization guidelines for the population; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17827/18]

24/04/2018WRU04200411. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if another consultant paediatric 
rheumatologist will be appointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17828/18]

24/04/2018WRU04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 410 and 
411 together.

I am aware that there are challenges in meeting the growing demand for rheumatology 
services, and that the Health Service Executive is working towards improving access to such 
services. 

In relation to rheumatology service provision, as this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible. 

24/04/2018WRU04500Hospital Staff Recruitment

24/04/2018WRU04600412. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the recruitment of 
a dermatologist to Mullingar general hospital; when the appointment will be made; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17829/18]

24/04/2018WRU04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible. 

24/04/2018WRU04800Hospital Appointments Status

24/04/2018WRU04900413. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 259 of 8 March 2018 and 246 of 21 March 2018, the reason a response has yet to 
issue from the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17830/18]

24/04/2018WRU05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Regarding Parliamentary Question No. 246 
(PQRef:13054/18) concerning a person; a reply has already been sent to the Deputy.   

Regarding Parliamentary Question No. 259 (PQRef:10849/18) concerning a person: HSE 
Parliamentary Affairs have sought an update on the progress of the response to this PQ, and 
stressed the urgency of a reply.
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24/04/2018WRU05100Health Services Provision

24/04/2018WRU05200414. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health if physiotherapy services 
will continue at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17857/18]

24/04/2018WRU05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

24/04/2018WRU05400Hospital Appointments Status

24/04/2018WRU05500415. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17884/18]

24/04/2018WRU05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRV00200Drugs Payment Scheme

24/04/2018WRV00300416. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health when the HSE will make a deci-
sion on the reimbursement for a second line lung cancer drug (details supplied); his views on 
the delays in the drug reimbursement process and the stress this places on persons with serious 
illnesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17895/18]

24/04/2018WRV00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  As Minister for Health, I do not have any statutory power 
or function in relation to the reimbursement of medicines.  The Act specifies the criteria for 
decisions on the reimbursement of medicines.

In line with the 2013 Act, if a company would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE 
pursuant to the community drugs scheme, the company must first submit an application to the 
HSE to have the new medicine added to the reimbursement list.

As outlined in the Framework Agreement with industry, and in line with the 2013 Act, the 
HSE will decide, within 180 days of receiving the application (or a longer period if further in-
formation is sought from the company), to either add the medicine to the reimbursement list or 



Questions - Written Answers

184

agree to reimburse it as a hospital medicine, or refuse to reimburse the medicine.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE, and makes recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions.  The NCPE uses a decision framework 
to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible.  However, because 
of the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these com-
mitments are often multi-million euro investments on an on-going basis.  This can lead to a 
protracted deliberation process.

I have been informed by the HSE that they are currently assessing the following indication 
for reimbursement:  

- KEYTRUDA as monotherapy is indicated for the treatment of locally advanced or meta-
static NSCLC in adults whose tumours express PD-L1 with a ≥ 1% TPS and who have received 
at least one prior chemotherapy regimen.  Patients with EGFR or ALK positive tumour muta-
tions should also have received targeted therapy before receiving KEYTRUDA.

The NCPE is currently conducting a HTA on this indication.  Once completed, the HSE will 
evaluate this application for reimbursement in line with the criteria laid out within the 2013 Act.

24/04/2018WRV00500Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRV00600417. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the form, date and amount 
of all invoices issued to his Department by a company (details supplied) in each of the years 
2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17908/18]

24/04/2018WRV00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department has not received any in-
voices from the company in question between 2007 and 2017.

24/04/2018WRV00800Cross-Border Health Initiatives

24/04/2018WRV00900418. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person 
(details supplied) regarding the cross border initiative will be examined; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17915/18]

24/04/2018WRV01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

24/04/2018WRV01100Hospital Appointments Status

24/04/2018WRV01200419. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17916/18]

24/04/2018WRV01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRV01400Vaccination Programme

24/04/2018WRV01500420. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if he will address matters (details 
supplied) regarding vaccine safety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17920/18]

24/04/2018WRV01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Thiomersal is a mercury-containing com-
pound that has been used since the 1930s to prevent contamination in some vaccines.  Thiomer-
sal is NOT the same as methyl mercury, which can accumulate in the body and become toxic.  
A European review of the available evidence concluded that there is no evidence of harm from 
thiomersal in vaccines other than hypersensitivity reactions.  The World Health Organization 
has concluded that there is no evidence of mercury toxicity in infants, children, or adults ex-
posed to thiomersal in vaccines.   

The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is responsible for monitoring the safety 
and quality of all medicines including vaccines that are licensed in Ireland.  I am informed by 
the HPRA that there is no thiomersal in any of the vaccines used in the childhood immunisation 
programme in Ireland.   

Aluminium has been used in vaccines for many decades to improve the body’s response to 
vaccination.  It is a component of the HPV vaccine Gardasil and several other vaccines.  The 
World Health Organization’s (WHO) Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine safety (an expert 
clinical and scientific advisory body) has concluded that there is no evidence of a health risk 
from aluminium-containing vaccines.    

The safety of the aluminium adjuvant used in Gardasil has been established in clinical stud-
ies and the level of aluminium present is tightly controlled as part of the quality control testing 
of the vaccine.  Gardasil which contains amorphous aluminium hydroxyphosphate sulphate ad-
juvant was tested in non-clinical safety assessment studies where daily monitoring for physical 
signs did not reveal any notable effects on any physiological function.  In addition, the safety 
of Gardasil was tested in human clinical studies and no signs of concern were identified.  Apart 
from the expected immune response and local injection site reactions, there was no evidence of 
systemic effects (such as effects on CNS, respiratory, cardiovascular, and renal systems) caused 
by HPV L1 VLP vaccines such as Gardasil from study data and there is no data to suggest that 
Gardasil crosses the blood brain barrier.  The pharmacological evaluation of Gardasil focused 
on the evaluation of primary pharmacodynamics (i.e. immunogenicity) as the vaccine did not 
show any effects apart from the expected immune response.     

The contract for the supply of pandemic influenza vaccine during the 2009 pandemic in-
cluded clauses concerning indemnification of the manufacturers.  As all of the vaccines used in 



Questions - Written Answers

186

the State’s immunisation programmes have been approved for use in the European Union by the 
European Medicines Agency there is no requirement for indemnity.

24/04/2018WRV01700Drugs Payment Scheme Administration

24/04/2018WRV01800421. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter raised in 
correspondence relating to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17926/18]

24/04/2018WRV01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRV02000Hospital Waiting Lists

24/04/2018WRV02100422. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation for a 
person (details supplied) at UHW; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17927/18]

24/04/2018WRV02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

24/04/2018WRV02300Medical Card Eligibility

24/04/2018WRV02400423. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his views on increasing the 
means allowance for a single person and a couple over 70 years of age for medical cards; his 
plans to increase the limits to the 2009 or 2013 limits; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17928/18]

24/04/2018WRV02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Alteration of Criteria 
for Eligibility) (No. 2) Act 2013, when a person attains the age of 70, the medical card income 
limits are €500 gross income per week for a single person and €900 gross income per week for 
a couple.     

Persons aged 70 or older, who are assessed as ineligible under the gross income thresholds, 
may also have their eligibility assessed under the means-tested medical card scheme if they so 
wish, for example in the event that they face particularly high expenses, e.g. nursing home or 
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medication costs.  This scheme is open to all persons, irrespective of their age and assessment 
is based on net income and assessable outgoing expenses.  The general scheme, although hav-
ing lower income thresholds, provides for income disregards and relevant outgoings to be taken 
into account in the assessment process.   

Furthermore, persons, including those aged over 70 years, may be deemed eligible for a 
medical card on a discretionary basis, if they are judged to face undue hardship in arranging 
GP services as a result of medical or social circumstances.  In addition, from August 2015, all 
persons aged 70 or older qualify for a GP Visit Card, regardless of income.   

There are no proposals at present to amend the legislation for the granting of eligibility for 
medical cards for persons aged 70 and over.  However, it should be noted that the gross income 
limits are reviewed annually and considered in the context of the budget. 

24/04/2018WRV02600Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

24/04/2018WRV02700424. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will 
be allocated electronic braces for lower limbs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17929/18]

24/04/2018WRV02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRV02900Health Services Funding

24/04/2018WRV03000425. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if adequate funding will be 
provided to an organisation (details supplied) in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17980/18]

24/04/2018WRV03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

24/04/2018WRV03200Disability Services Provision

24/04/2018WRV03300426. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a child 
(details supplied) will be expedited with an organisation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17982/18]

24/04/2018WRV03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.     

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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24/04/2018WRV03500Regulation of Lobbying

24/04/2018WRV03600427. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if under the lobbyist register it is 
expected that calls from lobbyists are recorded; if this is the practice in his Department; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17989/18]

24/04/2018WRV03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is not the practice in my Department to 
record phone calls from any source.  

As provided for under the Lobbying Act 2015, the Standards in Public Office Commission 
established and maintains the on-line register of lobbying and oversees compliance with the 
legislative provision. The purpose of the register is to make information available to the public 
on the identity of those communicating with Designated Public Officials.  Persons lobbying 
have to register with the Standards Commission and are required to submit returns on their lob-
bying activities.

As a Designated Public Official, all representations, including requests for meetings re-
ceived by me are recorded on this register.

24/04/2018WRV03800Symphysiotomy Reports

24/04/2018WRV03900428. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the sum of €6,600 paid to a person 
(details supplied) in respect of the Symphysiotomy and Pubiotomy Review - An Imaging Per-
spective, which was published as Appendix 1 to the Clark report, was additional to the sum of 
€58,950 which was paid to the person from 2014 to 2016 under the heading of clinical advice 
to the symphysiotomy payment scheme. [18000/18]

24/04/2018WRV04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Surgical Symphysiotomy Ex-gratia 
Payment Scheme, which was approved by Government, concluded with the publication of the 
Report of its independent Assessor, Judge Maureen Harding Clark, on 22 November 2016.

Records of payments made relating to the Scheme show that, following instructions from 
Judge Clark, my Department arranged for total payments of €58,950, less statutory deductions, 
to be made to the person in question.  This amount included the €6,600 referred to by the Depu-
ty.  That sum was for reading and commenting on one of the draft chapters in the Judge’s report 
and preparing and furnishing the review for the Judge, which formed Appendix 1 of the Report, 
and for attending 12 meetings with her.  The balance of the payments to the person were for the 
preparation of radiological reports for the Judge relating to individual applicants to the Scheme. 

24/04/2018WRV04100Knowledge Transfer Programme

24/04/2018WRV04200429. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a payment will issue to a person (details supplied) under the knowledge transfer scheme. 
[17397/18]

24/04/2018WRV04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Knowledge 
Transfer (KT) is one of a suite of measures included under the Rural Development Programme 
2014-2020 and involves the formation of knowledge transfer groups across the beef, dairy, 
equine, sheep, tillage and poultry sectors. 

Farmer participants attend group meetings and produce a Farm Improvement Plan in con-
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sultation with their KT Facilitator.  For each year of the three-year programme participants 
receive a reimbursement in the amount of €750 for a primary sector and €375 for a secondary 
sector where all requirements of the programme have been met. 

The person named is a primary participant in the Knowledge Transfer Sheep Programme.  
He has met all requirements of the scheme and has now been cleared for payment.  It is ex-
pected that payment will issue to the person named shortly.

24/04/2018WRV04400GLAS Applications

24/04/2018WRV04500430. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status 
of an application by persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17406/18]

24/04/2018WRV04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The persons 
named were approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
have received payments in respect of the 2015 scheme year as well as the 2016 advance pay-
ment.

An inspection was carried out in relation to the GLAS participation of the above men-
tioned.  Once the issues relating to the inspection have been finalised the case will move for-
ward for payment. 

The persons named have also been advised that, if they are dissatisfied with the outcome of 
the inspection, they have the option to appeal this decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

24/04/2018WRV04700Environmental Regulations

24/04/2018WRV04800431. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to the concern in the communities of Burt, Bridgend, Burnfoot and 
Inch Island in the Inishowen Peninsula, County Donegal, at the widespread removal of land-
scape features such as trees and hedges across an estate (details supplied); and if these works 
are in compliance with all relevant domestic legislation and European directives. [17412/18]

24/04/2018WRV04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) Regulations 2011 was received 
by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in September 2017 regarding land lo-
cated within Lough Swilly Special Protection Area (Site Code: 004075), involving an area of 
just over 6 hectares.  The application was then referred to the National Parks and Wildlife Ser-
vice as is normally the case involving SAC/SPA.  The proposed works involved ‘land drainage 
works on land used for agriculture’ including ancillary scrub removal.  An approval for these 
works was subsequently granted following this consultation.

It is important to identify that works outside of an SAC/SPA site, such as trimming of 
hedges (within the prescribed ‘open’ period for such works) or cleaning of existing drains are 
not subject to, and therefore do not breach the European Communities [(Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (Agriculture) Regulations 2011 (as amended 2017)]. 

In the event of potential breaches to the management requirements of an SAC/SPA, this 
should be brought to the attention of the National Parks and Wildlife service locally.
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24/04/2018WRV05000Aquaculture Licences

24/04/2018WRV05100432. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason for bringing in new operators (details supplied) in Kilmakilloge Harbour; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17414/18]

24/04/2018WRV05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
for aquaculture licences are considered by my Department in accordance with the provisions 
of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable EU legislation.  
The licensing process includes a period of Statutory and general public consultation in respect 
of applications, and licensing decisions are made following the fullest consideration of all as-
pects of each application including environmental, technical and public interest aspects.  

The licensing process also provides for an appeals mechanism in respect of Ministerial deci-
sions via the Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board which is an independent body established by 
Statute for the specific purpose of considering such appeals.    

In order to facilitate the aquaculture licensing process in Kilmakilloge Harbour my Depart-
ment requested BIM to conduct a Carrying Capacity Study of the area.  BIM has recently sub-
mitted to my Department a ‘Working Draft’ of the study report.  This is not BIM’s final draft of 
the study report and it is expected that, in the normal way, further drafts will be generated in the 
course of ongoing communications and discussions with my Department.

In the meantime, as licence applications, including renewals, are under formal consideration 
by my Department as part of a Statutory process it would not be appropriate for me to comment 
further at this time. 

24/04/2018WRV05300TAMS Payments

24/04/2018WRV05400433. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
TAMS 2 payment will be awarded to a person (details supplied) following a review of the ap-
plication; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17422/18]

24/04/2018WRV05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applicant 
in question applied for sheep fencing under the Animal Welfare, Safety and Nutrient Storage 
Scheme of TAMS II. 

This application was the subject of an on-farm inspection.  It is a requirement that the pay-
ments claimed be verified as part of such an inspection.  In this case an issue arose in relation to 
the dates of the payments made.  The over-claim calculated resulted in a nil payment. 

The applicant was advised of the position in a letter from the Department dated 10 April 
2018.  A written request for a review of this decision was received from the applicant on 20 
April 2018.  The case will now be reviewed by the Department and the applicant will be advised 
in writing of the outcome.  Should the applicant remain dissatisfied with the outcome of this 
review it will remain open to them to submit an appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office. 

24/04/2018WRV05600Agriculture Scheme Payments

24/04/2018WRV05700434. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son for the delay in issuing 2017 GLAS and organic payments to a person (details supplied); 



24 April 2018

191

and when payment will issue. [17457/18]

24/04/2018WRV05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received all payments in respect of 2015 and 2016.

Each GLAS claim must clear all validation checks before the 2017 advance payment can be 
made.  My Department is continuing to work to complete the checks required in this case.  Once 
this case clears the validations, the 2017 advance payment will be made.  GLAS payments are 
issuing on a weekly basis.

The Organic Farming Scheme payment will be processed following successful processing 
of GLAS payment.

24/04/2018WRW00200GLAS Payments

24/04/2018WRW00300435. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a person (details supplied) will receive a GLAS payment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17458/18]

24/04/2018WRW00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of January 1 2016.

The Department deemed the participant not to have complied with the terms and conditions 
and accordingly rejected the application from the scheme.  The participant subsequently ap-
pealed this decision.  The appeal was partially successful.

The case has been listed for re-instatement and is being progressed by the Department. Once 
complete, GLAS payments will issue.  GLAS payments are currently issuing on a weekly basis. 

24/04/2018WRW00500GLAS Payments

24/04/2018WRW00600436. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a payment will issue to a farmer (details supplied) in County Galway under the 2017 GLAS 
scheme; the reason for the delay in issuing the payment; if his attention has been drawn to the 
financial burden being put on the person and others awaiting GLAS payments due to the fodder 
crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17572/18]

24/04/2018WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of 1 January  2017.

In line with the requirements set out in the GLAS 3 Terms and Conditions, GLAS 3 nutrient 
management plans (NMP) were required to be submitted by 31 March 2018.  This requirement 
has not been met in this case and until it is submitted, the person named is considered ineligible 
for a payment.  They should speak immediately to their advisor to have the NMP submitted.

Once the NMP is submitted to the online NMP system operated by Teagasc and the case clears 
the required validation checks the 2017 advance payment will issue.  GLAS payments are issu-
ing on a weekly basis. 

24/04/2018WRW00800GLAS Payments
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24/04/2018WRW00900437. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment will issue to a farmer (details supplied) in County Galway under the 2017 GLAS 
scheme; the reason for the delay in issuing the payment in view of the fact that there is no is-
sue with the person’s GLAS plan; if his attention has been drawn to the financial burden on 
the person and others awaiting GLAS payments due to the fodder crisis; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17573/18]

24/04/2018WRW01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016 and 
has received all payments in respect of the 2016 scheme year.

Administrative checks involving a number of sections within the Department take place on 
all GLAS claims. All cases must clear validation checks before payment can issue. Department 
officials are working proactively to complete the checks in this case. Once this case clears vali-
dations the 2017 advance payment will be made. GLAS payments are being made on a weekly 
basis.  

24/04/2018WRW01100Tillage Sector

24/04/2018WRW01200438. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person can avail of the benefit or process granted by the European Commission recently al-
lowing a derogation on the three crop rule under greening obligations in view of the weather 
conditions in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17584/18]

24/04/2018WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The tillage 
sector is an extremely important part of Irish agriculture.  As with livestock farmers in Ireland 
the winter that has just passed and the current late and wet spring have put huge pressure on 
tillage farmers.  At this late stage the number of crop options has diminished significantly as we 
have passed the optimal sowing date for crops such as spring wheat, beans and oats.

The introduction of Greening and specifically Crop Diversification places obligations on 
tillage farmers with between 10 and 30 ha to grow two crops, with the main crop not exceeding 
75%.  For farmers with more than 30 ha three crops must be sown.  Again the main crop cannot 
exceed 75% and the two main crops cannot exceed 95%. 

My Department has put forward a strong case to the EU Commission seeking a derogation 
in relation to the Crop Diversification obligations for the 2018 scheme year.  We are confident 
that the case being made meets the relevant standards, as set out in the Regulations, for such an 
exemption.  

Whilst formal approval from the EU Commission for the Irish derogation is now awaited, 
I believe that where alternative crop options are not available to allow farmers to be compliant 
with Crop Diversification rules, growers can make crop choices that best suit their current situ-
ation, even if this leaves them non-compliant with the Crop Diversification rules.

My Department is in the process of adding some new functionality to the online application 
system to allow this derogation to be availed of.  For farmers and advisors who have already 
applied or who do so before the introduction of the new functionality, an amendment will have 
to be made to declare that the non-compliance in 2018 is due to the adverse weather conditions 
this spring.

This exemption will assist tillage farmers and allow them to make the best of a difficult 
spring period.
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24/04/2018WRW01400Afforestation Programme

24/04/2018WRW01500439. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the rules regarding the distance trees are planted from persons’ houses (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17601/18]

24/04/2018WRW01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Without hav-
ing the details of a specific application or applications, I can only outline the standards required 
for Afforestation applications.  My Department is conscious of the implications of planting 
near private residences, which is taken into account at the pre-approval stage of forestry appli-
cations.  My Department’s publication Environmental Requirements for Afforestation (2016) 
provides guidance on establishing plantations in accordance with good forest practice, with 
reference to environmental considerations.  A set-back distance from dwelling houses and asso-
ciated buildings of 60m, or 30m with the written consent of the dwelling owner is a requirement 
of the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme.

The minimum setback distance of 30m is in line with established international norms for 
defensible space around structures, and as such the standard 60m forest setback should be more 
than adequate to protect homes and structures in Irish conditions.  Therefore I do not intend to 
review these standards.

While the prescribed 60m set-back will suffice in most cases, the Department may require a 
greater set-back or indeed the exclusion of sections of a proposed site, if deemed necessary on 
landscape grounds.

24/04/2018WRW01700Farm Inspections

24/04/2018WRW01800440. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
inspections on farms in County Clare will be suspended for the duration of the fodder crisis 
as a contribution to ameliorating the situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17619/18]

24/04/2018WRW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The EU regu-
lations governing the Direct Payment Schemes and Rural Development measures require my 
Department to conduct inspections to ensure compliance with scheme eligibility criteria and 
Cross Compliance requirements.  These inspections, including cross compliance, are manda-
tory and there are minimum numbers and types of inspections that must take place annually.

My Department’s inspecting officers are fully aware of the difficulties being encountered by 
farmers due to the adverse weather conditions and the associated fodder issues.  Each inspected 
case will have all factors, including the poor weather conditions, taken into account both during 
the inspection and when arriving at any decision on the outcome of an inspection.

Inspecting Officers endeavour to maintain a positive engagement with farmers and to be 
mindful of any situation where it is evident that a farmer may be under stress.

24/04/2018WRW02000GLAS Payments

24/04/2018WRW02100441. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 398 of 8 March 2018, when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a GLAS payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17621/18]
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24/04/2018WRW02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This person is 
fully up to date with their GLAS payments.

24/04/2018WRW02300Organic Farming Scheme Payments

24/04/2018WRW02400442. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 399 of 8 March 2018, when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an organics payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17622/18]

24/04/2018WRW02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named is a participant in the Organic Farming Scheme.  The checks and validations in respect 
of their 2017 advance payment have now been completed and their payment in respect of their 
2017 claim will issue shortly.

24/04/2018WRW02600Animal Diseases

24/04/2018WRW02700443. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to a marked increase in the number of cattle dying in County Clare, 
mainly of diseases related to being housed too long due to the fodder crisis; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17628/18]

24/04/2018WRW02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Definitive 
National or regional figures for cattle deaths for the first quarter of 2018 are not yet available, 
and when available will need to be assessed in the context of the overall increase in the cattle 
population.  A number of factors can lead to an increase in on farm livestock mortality.  These 
factors can include disease issues, as well as stress factors that indirectly lead to decreased im-
munity and hence increased susceptibility to disease.  When definitive figures for the first quar-
ter of 2018 are available, my Department will be in a better position to draw some conclusions 
as regards the regional and national impact of the recent weather events and fodder shortages 
on livestock mortality figures. 

24/04/2018WRW02900Animal Welfare

24/04/2018WRW03000444. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on ensuring that Ireland does not export greyhounds to countries in which the welfare 
standards are poor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17670/18]

24/04/2018WRW03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The move-
ment of all dogs between Member States is currently governed by European legislation.  Under 
EU law, dogs moved to another EU country from Ireland must be accompanied by an EU pet 
passport, be microchipped, and have a valid rabies vaccination.  Premises exporting dogs must 
be registered with my Department.  Before travel, dogs must undergo a clinical examination by 
an authorised veterinarian, who must verify that the animals show no obvious signs of disease 
and are fit to be transported.  Dogs must also have a health certificate issued by a Department 
veterinarian.  Exporters must comply with EU law on the protection of animals during transport.

The position is that once animal health and welfare certification requirements, and the pro-
visions of Council Regulation (EC) No 1 of 2005 on the protection of animals during transport, 
are met, dogs, including greyhounds, may be moved within the EU or exported to a non-EU 
country.
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The main destination for Irish dogs and greyhounds moved abroad continues to be the UK.

Bord na gCon has informed me that while it has no control of events outside the jurisdiction 
of Ireland and has no statutory function regarding the regulation of greyhound exports, it does 
however continue to advise owners involved in the export of greyhounds to only export to des-
tinations that provide the expected levels of greyhound care and management as defined within 
Bord na gCon’s Code of Practice. 

24/04/2018WRW03200Knowledge Transfer Programme

24/04/2018WRW03300445. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) will receive a payment under the knowledge transfer dairy pro-
gramme in view of the fact that this person has been approved payment but has not been provid-
ed with a timeframe for the payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17700/18]

24/04/2018WRW03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Knowledge 
Transfer (KT) is one of a suite of measures included under the Rural Development Programme 
2014-2020 and involves the formation of knowledge transfer groups across the beef, dairy, 
equine, sheep, tillage and poultry sectors.

Farmer participants attend group meetings and produce a Farm Improvement Plan in con-
sultation with their KT Facilitator.  For each year of the three year programme participants 
receive a reimbursement in the amount of €750 for a primary sector and €375 for a secondary 
sector where all requirements of the programme have been met.

The person named is a participant in the Knowledge Transfer Beef Programme. A change 
to the herdnumber since initial application to the programme necessitated investigation prior 
to approving payment. This investigation has now concluded and payment is expected to issue 
shortly.

24/04/2018WRW03500Fodder Crisis

24/04/2018WRW03600446. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine if root crops in addition to forage crops will be covered under the transportation 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17715/18]

24/04/2018WRW03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In response to 
the problems experienced in parts of the West and North-West in the late autumn and winter I 
took a number of steps to address issues around the availability of fodder.  I asked Teagasc from 
an early stage to work locally with affected farmers in areas with fodder difficulties and support 
them on fodder budgeting for the winter ahead. I prioritised the payment of farm supports to 
assist farmers with cash flow.  In this regard my Department has paid out over €1.6bn to Irish 
farmers under Pillar I and Pillar II and will continue to make residual payments.

As a further early intervention, and to ensure a co-ordinated approach to the issue of fodder 
availability in affected areas, I convened a fodder group chaired by Teagasc, and comprising of 
all the main stakeholders including feed merchants and co-ops, banking, farm bodies etc. 

I introduced a targeted ‘Fodder Transport Support measure’ on 29 January 2018 to provide 
additional assistance to those livestock farmers in parts of the West and North West severely af-
fected by on-going fodder shortages.  The main purpose of the measure was to support the cost 
of transporting fodder between those areas where it was plentiful and those where it was scarce. 
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It is operated primarily through the Co-operative structure.

The continuation of cold wet weather throughout March resulted in a serious delay to the 
onset of spring. Grass growth remained negligible, ground stayed wet and livestock had to re-
main housed in many cases.  This resulted in the fodder problem extending countrywide with a 
consequent tightening of fodder availability nationally.

In response I extended the fodder transport measure to all counties and also introduced a 
Fodder Import Support Measure, to ensure that there was adequate fodder available to feed 
the national herd.  This measure was introduced on 5 April to reduce the cost to farmers of im-
ported forage (hay, silage, haylage etc.) from outside the island of Ireland.  Northern Ireland is 
excluded.  The measure is operated through Co-operatives and other importers approved by the 
Department . It covers fodder imported up to 30th April 2018. Support under the measure will 
substantially reduce the cost to farmers of imported fodder by approximately one third.  This 
initial allocation will support the importation of up to 20,000 tons of fodder into the country 
and this will be kept under on-going review until the current crisis is over.  Together these two 
measures address remaining issue around fodder availability. 

Root crops are not eligible under the Fodder Import Support Measure or Fodder Transport 
Support Measure.  Indications are that there are adequate quantities of eligible fodder being 
made available through importation and local trading to meet demand.

In other supports, planning continues with a view to commencement of balancing payments 
under certain Pillar II schemes including the Sheep Welfare Scheme followed by the GLAS 
scheme in the near future.

The GLAS Traditional Hay Meadow grazing date has been extended to 1 May 2018, and 
this makes available an additional 27,000 ha of grazing for livestock which would not otherwise 
be available.

Furthermore, I have recently met with the CEO’s of the main banks to discuss any cash flow 
issues arising from the recent bad weather and access to finance for the sector generally.  During 
these meetings I continued to stress that in the context of the current situation the banks should 
be flexible and put measures in place to support their customers.

My officials are monitoring the fodder situation on a daily basis and engaging with all 
stakeholders in addressing the remaining challenges around fodder supply this spring.  Recent 
improvement in grass growth is rapidly improving the situation at farm level.  The next step 
will be to prevent this situation arising again, through supporting farmers to effectively plan and 
manage their grass and fodder supplies for the coming winters.

24/04/2018WRW03800Departmental Staff Recruitment

24/04/2018WRW03900447. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding his Department’s recruitment practices 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17791/18]

24/04/2018WRW04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I would like to 
thank the Deputy for acknowledging the work carried out by the staff in my Department.

My Department appointed a newly recruited Veterinary Inspector to the Tralee office on 16 
April 2018 and a Technical Agricultural Office is due to start work in this office on 5 June 2018.  
My Officials are working with our recruitment partners, the Public Appointments Service to fill 
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2 further Technical Agricultural Officer posts in the Kerry area.  My Department is also explor-
ing options to fill a Supervisory role in the Tralee Office.  

My Department avails of the workforce planning process to identify the critical resource 
needs required to deliver our business goals.  Workforce planning is a key tool in enabling my 
Department to forecast its current and future staffing needs.

The Workforce Plan aims to ensure a long-term, proactive and strategic plan by which my 
Department achieves the right level of talent in each location and Division at the right time.  
My Department operates in a rapidly changing environment and its structure must facilitate the 
flexibility to deploy resources as the need arises.   

Staffing levels are constantly monitored and the amount of resources available for any busi-
ness area or location, including Co. Kerry, is constantly being assessed.  Critical needs, includ-
ing those arising following staff retirements are considered by my Management Board and 
resources are allocated as required to meet the evolving business needs of my Department.

I am satisfied that adequate staffing levels have been maintained in the Kerry region to pro-
vide excellent service and quality results to the customers we serve. 

24/04/2018WRW04100Organic Farming Scheme

24/04/2018WRW04200448. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the organic farm grants will be reinstated; if so, the timeframe for same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17823/18]

24/04/2018WRW04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A new Or-
ganic Sector Strategy Group was established in March this year by my Department.  This new 
Group is tasked with developing a strategy for the development of the Organic Sector for the 
period up to 2025. 

The Terms of Reference of the Organic Sector Strategy Group include an assessment of the 
case for a targeted reopening of the Organic Farming Scheme, looking to best economic and 
environmental outcomes.

Following receipt of this assessment, I will make a decision regarding the requirement and 
potential to reopen the Organic Farming Scheme.

24/04/2018WRW04400GLAS Payments

24/04/2018WRW04500449. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17856/18]

24/04/2018WRW04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January  2016 and 
has received all payment in respect of 2016.

Administrative checks take place on all GLAS claims.  All cases must clear validation 
checks before payment can issue.  Department officials are working proactively to complete the 
checks in this case which are expected to be completed shortly.  Once this case clears valida-
tions the 2017 advance payment will be made.  GLAS payments are being made on a weekly 
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basis. 

24/04/2018WRW04700Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRW04800450. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the form, date and amount of all invoices issued to his Department by a company (details 
supplied) in each of the years from 2007 to 2017, inclusive, in tabular form. [17898/18]

24/04/2018WRW04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has no record of any invoices or payments to the company Heneghan PR in the period 
2007 to 2017.

24/04/2018WRW05000GLAS Administration

24/04/2018WRW05100451. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
GLAS flexibilities to low input permanent pasture will be extended in view of the fact that 
saturation on these land parcels is at unprecedented levels due to rain and snow; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17947/18]

24/04/2018WRW05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The grazing of 
a Low input permanent pasture action is a matter for each individual herd owner and no closed 
period grazing restrictions are imposed by GLAS. 

As set out in the Scheme specifications, topping is not permitted between the 15th of March 
and the 1st of July annually and the maximum chemical nitrogen that can be applied is 40kg per 
hectare for which a payment of €314 per hectare is available.

24/04/2018WRW05300Farm Inspections

24/04/2018WRW05400452. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
exceptional circumstances related to weather during inspections in 2018 will be taken into ac-
count; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17948/18]

24/04/2018WRW05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The EU regu-
lations governing the Direct Payment Schemes and Rural Development measures require my 
Department to conduct inspections to ensure compliance with scheme eligibility criteria and 
Cross Compliance requirements.  These inspections, including cross compliance, are manda-
tory and there are minimum numbers and types of inspections that must take place annually. 

My Department’s inspecting officers are fully aware of the difficulties being encountered by 
farmers due to the adverse weather conditions and the associated fodder issues.  Each inspected 
case will have all factors, including the poor weather conditions, taken into account both during 
the inspection and when arriving at any decision on the outcome of an inspection.

24/04/2018WRW05600Knowledge Transfer Programme

24/04/2018WRW05700453. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if payments have issued to participants in the knowledge transfer dairy programme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17961/18]
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24/04/2018WRW05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Knowledge 
Transfer (KT) is one of a suite of measures included under the Rural Development Programme 
2014-2020 and involves the formation of knowledge transfer groups across the beef, dairy, 
equine, sheep, tillage and poultry sectors. 

Farmer participants attend group meetings and produce a Farm Improvement Plan in con-
sultation with their KT Facilitator.  For each year of the three year programme participants 
receive a reimbursement in the amount of €750 for a primary sector and €375 for a secondary 
sector where all requirements of the programme have been met. 

Approximately 19,100 farmers have actively participated in Year One of the Programme 
attending a range of Knowledge Transfer Group Meetings, Knowledge Transfer approved Na-
tional Events and completing Farm Improvement Plans and Animal Health Measures.

To date, in excess of €1.9 million has been paid to over 2,500 of the approx 4,100 KT Dairy 
participants who had fully completed all requirements of year 1 of the KT Dairy Programme.  
Additional payments to KT Dairy participants are expected to issue shortly. 

24/04/2018WRX00200Regulation of Lobbying

24/04/2018WRX00300454. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if under 
the lobbyist register it is expected that calls from lobbyists are recorded; if this is the practice in 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17996/18]

24/04/2018WRX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Regula-
tion of Lobbying Act 2015 designates the Standards in Public Office Commission (SIPO) as the 
Registrar of Lobbying.  The Commission maintains the web-based Register of Lobbying, which 
monitors compliance, provides guidance and assistance and, where necessary, investigates and 
pursues breaches of legal requirements. 

Anyone engaging in lobbying activities from 1 September 2015 is required to keep a record 
of these activities and submit them to the on-line Register within 21 days after the end of each 
four month period.  The obligation is with the lobbyist to register and submit appropriate re-
turns. 

Under Section 6(4) of the Act, my Department provides an up to date list of designated pub-
lic officials on the Department’s website.  That web page also contains a link to the Register of 
Lobbying www.lobbying.ie, where the lobbyists’ obligations are explained.

The SIPO Lobbying Register is reviewed by my Department every 4 months and a list of 
lobbyist contacts with this Department is circulated to the Management Board for information.

24/04/2018WRX00500National Broadband Plan Implementation

24/04/2018WRX00600455. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when broadband will be brought to The Bower, Balbriggan; the reason for the 
difficulty in delivering broadband in view of the fact that an adjacent estate has high speed 
broadband; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17454/18]

24/04/2018WRX00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  
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The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector.  Today, almost 
7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband. Since 
this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high speed 
broadband.  This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection.  This is be-
ing achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.

The area referred to by the Deputy comprises approximately 1,878 premises and falls with-
in a BLUE area in the townland of Balbriggan on my Department’s High Speed Broadband 
Map (available at www.broadband.gov.ie).  The BLUE areas on the Map represent the areas 
targeted for delivery of high speed broadband by commercial operators.  Therefore a high speed 
broadband service  for this area will be realised through commercial operators.

Telecommunications companies operate in a liberalised market and while I have no statu-
tory authority to intervene in their day to day operations, my Department is collating informa-
tion in relation to cases/areas where commercial plans to provide access to high speed broad-
band to premises do not materialise.  I would encourage consumers in the referred area to 
contact my Department directly at broadband@dccae.gov.ie with details, quoting their address, 
eircode and fixed line telephone number (if available) and details of operators they have con-
tacted with a view to obtaining a broadband service.  My Department will then be in a position 
to engage further on this issue.

24/04/2018WRX00800Waste Management Regulations

24/04/2018WRX00900456. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the action he will take to ensure that all licensed household waste collection com-
panies display full and up to date price charging structures on their company websites; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17496/18]

24/04/2018WRX01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): As Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, it is not cur-
rently within my remit to oblige private companies to display their prices on websites.

However, the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) is currently con-
ducting a study on the operation of the household waste collection market which it will com-
plete in 2018 and I await any recommendations that report may contain. 

In addition, I separately established a Household Waste Collection Price Monitoring Group 
(PMG) last year to monitor the rates charged by household waste collectors during the phasing 
out of flat rate fees.  The PMG has met each month since September 2017 and has considered 
seven months of pricing data trends.  The PMG has indicated that, in the vast majority of cases 
to date, prices have remained stable.  The PMG noted in its latest statement (available at www.
dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/news-and-media/press-releases/Pages/Statement-March-Findings-from-the-
Household-Waste-Collection-Price-Monitoring-Group--Trend-shows-residential-waste-collec-
ti.aspx) that situations arose during monitoring where office staff may have taken longer than 
expected to provide price details over the phone and in these scenarios, company websites were 
used to confirm prices. However, the PMG further noted that not all companies provide prices 
on their websites and that not all consumers will have internet access, or are comfortable with 
this mode of comparison.

To conclude, the results from the PMG in conjunction with the study being undertaken by 
the CCPC, will provide an evidence base for future policy decisions in relation to the household 
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waste market. 

24/04/2018WRX01100Waste Management Regulations

24/04/2018WRX01200457. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a ban on plastic straws will be introduced in favour of biodegradable straws; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17501/18]

24/04/2018WRX01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): On 16 January 2018 the Commission published its European Strategy for Plastics 
in the Circular Economy.  The strategy focuses on plastics production and use and sets a goal of 
ensuring all plastic packaging is recyclable by 2030.

Recently, I wrote to the European Commissioner with responsibility for the environment to 
welcome the plastics strategy.  I assured him Ireland fully embraced the ambitions of the new 
strategy.  I asked the Commission to focus, in particular, on the most difficult non-recyclable 
plastics such as soft wrapping, film and single use items such as coffee cups and plastic straws.  
I am determined to make sure these products, if they come onto the market here or elsewhere in 
Europe, will be recycled or biodegradable and that they will not go into landfill sites. 

I am looking forward to the Commission proposing within the next month EU-wide actions 
to tackle single use plastic items.  I believe that working proactively with our European col-
leagues will achieve a greater environmental benefit.

24/04/2018WRX01400National Broadband Plan Implementation

24/04/2018WRX01500458. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when all areas will receive high quality broadband in view of the decision by the 
EIB to refinance the NBP. [17514/18]

24/04/2018WRX01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  
The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector.  Today, almost 
7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband.  Since 
this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high speed 
broadband.  This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection.  This is be-
ing achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.

On 12 April 2018, the European Investment Bank (EIB) announced it had allocated finance 
of €500 million to the roll-out of a high speed broadband network for the National Broadband 
Plan.  EIB financing is only offered to projects which contribute to EU Economic policy ob-
jectives, such as the improvement of EU transport and telecommunications infrastructure and 
which also meet the EIB’s requirements for overall quality and soundness.  I welcome the an-
nouncement from the EIB as an endorsement of the NBP State led intervention.  The allocation 
of €500m in EU financing from the EIB provides the project with the potential to access reliable 
and affordable finance from a recognised European financial institution under the Investment 
Plan for Europe.

In April 2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
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www.broadband.gov.ie.  This map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide 
high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area 
under the NBP. 

My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will roll-out a 
new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area.  That procurement process is 
now in its final stages. The Department will engage with the bidder to ensure the most efficient 
deployment as part of the contract.

In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis. eir has commit-
ted to completing the roll-out by the end of this year.  Information on eir’s planned rural deploy-
ment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie.  A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on 
my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie. 

Quarterly updates on eir’s rural deployment are published on this website. eir has passed a 
total of 121,000 premises as of December 2017.  Figures for Q1 2018 are expected to be pub-
lished in May.

Prior to the roll-out of the NBP State led intervention, practical initiatives will continue to 
be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address ob-
stacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone and broadband 
services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.  There 
is a link to a list of these local Broadband Officers on my Department’s website.

24/04/2018WRX01700National Broadband Plan Implementation

24/04/2018WRX01800459. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17519/18]

24/04/2018WRX01900460. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17520/18]

24/04/2018WRX02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 459 and 460 together.

The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  
The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector.  Today, almost 
7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband. Since 
this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high speed 
broadband.  This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection.  This is be-
ing achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention. 
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The premises referred to by the Deputy are in an AMBER area on my Department’s High 
Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie.  They are therefore in-
cluded in the State Intervention Area under the NBP.

My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will roll-out a 
new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area.  That procurement process is 
now in its final stages. 

In the interim, practical initiatives will continue to be addressed through the work of the 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address obstacles and improve connectivity in re-
spect of existing and future mobile phone and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.  There 
is a link to a list of these local Broadband Officers on my Department’s website.

24/04/2018WRX02200National Broadband Plan Implementation

24/04/2018WRX02300461. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if broadband will be rolled out in Ballymore, County Westmeath, in autumn 2018; 
and the timeframe that has been previously confirmed in terms of the national broadband plan 
roll-out. [17567/18]

24/04/2018WRX02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I refer the Deputy to the below reply to Question No. 1199 of 17 March 2018.

In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis. eir has com-
mitted to completing this roll-out by the end of this year.  Information on eir’s ongoing rural 
deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/.  A copy of the Commitment 
Agreement is available on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie. 

Quarterly updates on eir’s rural deployment are published on this website. eir has passed a 
total of 121,000 of the committed premises as of December 2017.  This figure includes 2,750 
premises in Westmeath passed to date, with a further 4,000 to follow this year.  

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department’s High Speed Broadband Map (www.broad-
band.gov.ie) shows that 99% (134 premises) of the townland of Ballymore, County Westmeath 
are to receive access to a high speed broadband connection via eir’s ongoing rural fibre deploy-
ment.  According to eir’s own estimate, the premises in Ballymore within their deployment plan 
are due to be passed in the second half of 2018.

A further 1% (2 premises) of the townland will receive access to high speed broadband via 
the State led intervention.  My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a com-
pany who will roll-out a new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area.  That 
procurement process is now in its final stages. 

In the interim, practical initiatives will continue to be addressed through the work of the 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address obstacles and improve connectivity in re-
spect of existing and future mobile phone and broadband services. 
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Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.  There 
is a link to a list of these local Broadband Officers on my Department’s website.

24/04/2018WRX02500National Broadband Plan Implementation

24/04/2018WRX02600462. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17588/18]

24/04/2018WRX02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  
The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector.  Today, almost 
7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband.  Since 
this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high speed 
broadband.  This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection.  This is be-
ing achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.

In April 2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide 
high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area 
under the NBP. 

The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/eircode:

-  The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.  

-  The BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently deliver-
ing or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

-  The LIGHT BLUE areas represent eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to roll-out 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises by the end of this year as part of a Commitment 
Agreement signed with me in April. 

There are 18 premises in the townland of Knocknahilan, of which 8 fall within the AMBER 
area and will be covered under the State led Intervention, while 10 are LIGHT BLUE and fall 
to be covered by eir’s planned rural deployment. Individuals can check which category their 
premises falls into by going to my Department’s website www.broadband.gov.ie and searching 
the Map via eircode/address.

In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
High speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis. eir has com-
mitted to completing the roll-out by the end of this year.  Information on eir’s planned rural 
deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/. A copy of the Commitment 
Agreement is available on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie. Quarterly updates on 
eir’s rural deployment are published on this website. eir has passed a total of 121,000 premises 
as of December 2017.  Figures for Q1 2018 are expected to be published in May.
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My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will roll-out a 
new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area.  That procurement process is 
now in its final stages.

In the interim, practical initiatives will continue to be addressed through the work of the 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address obstacles and improve connectivity in re-
spect of existing and future mobile phone and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.  There 
is a link to a list of these local Broadband Officers on my Department’s website.

24/04/2018WRX02800National Broadband Plan Implementation

24/04/2018WRX02900463. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of the 300,000 homes and businesses scheduled to be connected to 
high speed broadband by Eir which are in County Clare; the progress with regard to connection 
in the county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17626/18]

24/04/2018WRX03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans 
to provide high speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis. eir 
has committed to completing this roll-out by year end.  A copy of the Commitment Agreement 
is available on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie.

Quarterly updates on eir’s rural deployment are published on my Department’s website 
www.broadband.gov.ie.  As at the end of December 2017, 3,481 premises in County Clare were 
passed by eir.  A further 10,702 premises in Co. Clare are due to be passed by eir as part of its 
planned rural deployment.  By the end of eir’s roll-out I anticipate that approximately 66% of 
all premises in Clare will have access to a high speed broadband service.  Information on eir’s 
planned rural deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/.

24/04/2018WRX03100National Broadband Plan Implementation

24/04/2018WRX03200464. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if a matter in respect of a person (details supplied) regarding broadband con-
nectivity will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17631/18]

24/04/2018WRX03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  
The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector.  Today, almost 
7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband.  Since 
this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high speed 
broadband.  This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection.  This is be-
ing achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.
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The premise referred to by the Deputy is in an AMBER area on my Department’s High 
Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie.  It is therefore included in 
the State Intervention Area under the NBP.

My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will roll-out a 
new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area.  That procurement process is 
now in its final stages. 

In the interim, practical initiatives will continue to be addressed through the work of the 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address obstacles and improve connectivity in re-
spect of existing and future mobile phone and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.  There 
is a link to a list of these local Broadband Officers on my Department’s website.

24/04/2018WRX03400Broadcasting Charge

24/04/2018WRX03500465. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the public service contribution of local media in County Clare and 
elsewhere in the ongoing review of the existing broadcasting licence fee; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17633/18]

24/04/2018WRX03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I recognise the important role that broadcasters, including independent and com-
munity radio stations, play in our society and the service they provide.  A healthy and diverse 
media sector is critical to any democracy.

I also recognise the financial difficulty that all broadcasters are facing.  As the Deputy will 
be aware, I obtained Government approval to proceed with the drafting of a number of legisla-
tive amendments to the Broadcasting Act, 2009 including amendment of the provisions of the 
Act relating to the broadcasting levy to alleviate the burden on broadcasters, and exempting 
community broadcasters from the levy altogether.  The proposals provide that a portion of the 
licence fee receipts will be paid to BAI to help defray their administrative costs.  This will 
reduce the overall levy to be paid by the sector and would be applied evenly across all broad-
casters.  The amount of the reduction would be contingent on the overall level of licence fee 
receipts.

The proposals also provide for the introduction of a new funding scheme to offer bursaries 
to journalists working in local or community radio stations.  In addition, I announced my in-
tention to seek Government approval to remove hourly limits on advertising for commercial 
radio stations.  These measures will contribute to alleviating the financial challenges faced by 
broadcasters.

24/04/2018WRX03700Better Energy Homes Scheme Eligibility

24/04/2018WRX03800466. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a person who is in receipt of a disability allowance and the fuel allowance is 
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eligible for the SEAI warmer homes scheme. [17674/18]

24/04/2018WRX03900467. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to extend the eligibility criteria of the SEAI warmer homes scheme. 
[17675/18]

24/04/2018WRX04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 466 and 467 together.

The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and operated by 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI).  The scheme delivers a range of energy ef-
ficiency measures free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty, who 
meet the defined eligibility criteria.

I recently announced that the measures available under the scheme are being expanded to 
include dry lining and external wall insulation.  This will increase the number of households 
that can avail of the scheme.  Replacement windows may be offered in limited circumstances, 
most likely where external wall insulation is being carried out and the existing windows are 
very poor performing and need to be replaced to ensure the insulation performs effectively.  The 
changes will be introduced over the next two months and updates will be provided on SEAI’’ 
website shortly.

Eligibility for the Warmer Homes scheme is means tested, successful applicants must con-
tinue to meet the following criteria:

-  You must own and live in your own home

-  It must have been built and occupied before 2006

- You must receive one of the following:

-  Fuel Allowance as part of the National Fuel Scheme

-  Job Seekers Allowance for over six months and have a child under seven years of age

-  Family Income Supplement

-  One-Parent Family Payment

-  Domiciliary Care Allowance 

My Department works with the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection  
(DEASP) on an on-going basis to ensure that the energy efficiency support programmes admin-
istered by SEAI are consistent with, and complementary to, the income support schemes of-
fered by DEASP.  The eligibility criteria are kept under review, and there are no plans to expand 
the eligibility criteria at present. 

SEAI will continue to operate a ‘one home one visit’ rule for 2018. This has been the ap-
proach in order to ensure that as many eligible homes as possible receive an upgrade.  However, 
revisits will become possible in 2019.  This will mean that people who only had their attic in-
sulated previously could become eligible for wall insulation.

24/04/2018WRX04200Alternative Energy Projects

24/04/2018WRX04300468. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment his views on the decision of An Bord Pleanála to grant permission to a company 
(details supplied) to burn alternative fuels, including rubber tyres; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17749/18]

24/04/2018WRX04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I wish to advise the Deputy that matters pertaining to planning legislation and 
policy, including the role of An Bord Pleanála, do not fall under my remit as Minister for Com-
munications, Climate Action and the Environment.  Queries should be directed to the Minister 
for Housing, Planning and Local Government or to An Bord Pleanála as appropriate.

24/04/2018WRX04500Mining Licences

24/04/2018WRX04600469. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the concerns outlined in correspondence (details supplied) will be addressed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17822/18]

24/04/2018WRX04700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Seán Kyne): As the Deputy may be aware, three comprehensive letters of in-
formation and clarification have been sent to the Cavan Mining Objection Group to date and all 
of the issues now raised have been addressed previously.  In addition, a presentation was given 
to Cavan County Council by the Chief Geologist of the Exploration and Mining Division of my 
Department on 9 April at which members of the Cavan Mining Objection Group were present.

In brief, in response to the points raised in the correspondence attached to the Deputy’s 
question, I can confirm:

-  To date, where minerals have been found and companies have purchased land, this has 
been agreed with the landowner.  There have been no instances to date where a landowner has 
been forced to sell their land.  In addition, to date, there have been no compulsory acquisitions 
of land for mining development.

-  The text of my Department’s letter to the Cavan Mining Objection Group, dated 28 Sep-
tember 2017, identified the environmental safeguards that have been put in place to guard 
against the possibility of any potential significant environmental impacts arising.  It is important 
to note that in the case of mining, the environmental assessments are carried out by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA).

-  It is noted that Ireland ranks highly in the Policy Perception Index (PPI) because of its 
robust and transparent regulatory system.  The transparency of the expectations with regard to 
adherence to licence conditions and protection of the environment provide clarity to any explo-
ration company considering investment in this jurisdiction. 

-  The Directors of BMEx Ltd. carried out two site visits in the locality. Other than that, the 
data analysis and compilation has been desk-based.

-  It should be noted that no application for mining has been made.  I reiterate that prospect-
ing and exploration activities are non-intrusive and temporary in nature and environmental 
impact is minimal.

The up-to-date position regarding these Prospecting Licences  is that BMEx Ltd. have car-
ried out data compilation and geological mapping in the Prospecting Licence Areas, and as a 
result of this work they have downgraded the prospectivity of the project and have decided to 
prioritise exploration elsewhere.  The licences have been recently surrendered by the company.
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I trust this and all of the previous correspondence clarifies matters for the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRX04800Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRX04900470. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the form, date and amount of all invoices issued to his Department by a 
company (details supplied) in each of the years 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17901/18]

24/04/2018WRX05000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department did not receive an invoice from the company referred to in the 
Question in any of the years 2007 to 2017.

24/04/2018WRX05100Media Mergers

24/04/2018WRX05200471. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the contents of a report were communicated to a company (details supplied) or 
its representatives before the report was officially published; and the communications he has 
had with the company and its representatives since becoming Minister. [17951/18]

24/04/2018WRX05300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In early September 2016 INM announced that it had agreed a deal to purchase the 
portfolio of regional newspapers owned by the Celtic Media Group, or CMNL.

This proposed acquisition was subject to a competition review by the Competition and Con-
sumer Protection Commission, which cleared the case on 10 November 2016.  Subsequently, 
formal notification of the proposed acquisition was received by my Department on 21 Novem-
ber 2016. 

After a period of examination by my Department, I received the Phase 1 examination report 
and recommendation by my officials regarding the proposed acquisition on 4 January 2017.  I 
then accepted the advice of my officials to refer the proposed acquisition to the Broadcasting 
Authority of Ireland for a full, or Phase 2, media merger examination and made my formal de-
termination in that respect on 10 January 2017.  I also appointed an advisory panel to assist the 
Authority in its deliberations.

However, the media merger notification was withdrawn by the parties on 6 June 2017 and 
as a result of this I was not required to make a determination in this case.

The Phase 1 examination report was published, alongside the subsequent reports of the 
Broadcasting Authority and Advisory Panel, in July 2017.  In advance of publication and in the 
interests of fair procedures, both parties to the proposed acquisition were afforded the opportu-
nity to examine the contents of the reports and to highlight commercially sensitive information, 
which was then omitted from the versions of the reports published on my Department’s website. 

Regarding the communications I have had with INM or its representatives since becom-
ing Minister, as I have set out in my Statement to the Dáil on the 18 April 2018, I received a 
phone call on 10 or 11 of November, 2016 from Eoghan Ó Neachtain, Director of Public Af-
fairs at Heneghan PR, who was representing INM at that time.  During this brief conversation 
Mr Ó Neachtain informed me that the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission had 
cleared the acquisition by INM of the Celtic Media Group, which I was not aware of.  I under-
stand the CCPC published its decision on its website on November 10 2016.



Questions - Written Answers

210

I expressed an opinion that the likely course of action would be a referral to a Phase 2 
examination, in accordance with the media merger guidelines and in light of the scale of the 
proposed acquisition, its geographical impact and the extent of ownership of regional media by 
INM.  I had not received any file on the proposed acquisition at that point.  I also clearly stated 
that this was not a definitive view and that I would be guided by the advice of my officials, as I 
had been in all previous media merger cases.

As also set out in my statement to the Dáil, I briefly spoke with Mr. Leslie Buckley at a data 
summit in the RDS on 3 May 2017.  I have also been interviewed on several occasions, either 
at doorsteps or at prearranged interviews, by representatives of INM and indeed the Celtic Me-
dia Group, where the question of the proposed acquisition by INM of Celtic Media Group was 
raised with me.

24/04/2018WRX05400National Broadband Plan Implementation

24/04/2018WRX05500472. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment the progress made in the past year in County Donegal in the provision 
of rural broadband services; the timeframe for delivery of rural broadband services to all areas 
of the county; if no household will be waiting beyond 2020 for broadband connections in the 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17957/18]

24/04/2018WRX05600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  
The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector.  Today, almost 
7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband.  Since 
this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high speed 
broadband.  This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection.  This is be-
ing achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.

In April 2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide 
high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area 
under the NBP. 

The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/eircode:

-  The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.  

-  The BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently deliver-
ing or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

-  The LIGHT BLUE areas represent eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to roll-out 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises by the end of this year as part of a Commitment 
Agreement signed with me in April 2017. 

In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
High speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis. eir has com-
mitted to completing the roll-out by the end of this year.  Information on eir’s planned rural 
deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/.  A copy of the Commitment 
Agreement is available on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie. 
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There are just over 101,000 premises in Donegal.  Nearly 34,000 (33%) fall within the AM-
BER area and will be covered under the State led Intervention.  Some 56,500 (56%) of premises 
are in a BLUE area and fall to be covered by commercial providers, while 11,000 (11%) are 
LIGHT BLUE and fall to be covered by eir’s planned rural deployment.  Individuals can check 
which category their premises falls into by going to my Department’s website www.broadband.
gov.ie and entering their eircode into the Map.

Quarterly updates on eir’s rural deployment are published on this website. Since beginning 
their roll-out in Q4 2016, eir has passed a total of 121,000 premises, including some 15,000 in 
County Donegal. A further 11,000 premises remain to be passed in Donegal by the end of this 
year.  By the end of eir’s deployment approximately 67% of Donegal’s premises will have ac-
cess to a high speed broadband service.

My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area. That procurement process 
is now in its final stages.  My Department will engage with the successful bidder on the most 
efficient roll-out of the network.

In the interim, practical initiatives will continue to be addressed through the work of the 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address obstacles and improve connectivity in re-
spect of existing and future mobile phone and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.  There 
is a link to a list of these local Broadband Officers on my Department’s website.

24/04/2018WRY00200Regulation of Lobbying

24/04/2018WRY00300473. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if under the lobbyist register it is expected that calls from lobbyists are recorded; 
if this is now the practice in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17992/18]

24/04/2018WRY00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In accordance with the Lobbying Act, it is the responsibility of registered lobbyists 
to make returns to the Standards Commission in relation to lobbying activity. Lobbying returns 
must state:

-  The Designated Public Officials who were lobbied and the relevant public service body 

-  The subject matter of the lobbying and the results it was intended to secure.

-  The type and extent of the lobbying activities carried on 

-  The name of the individual who had primary responsibility for carrying on the lobbying 
activities. 

-  The relevant information about their client (s) where they were lobbying on behalf of 
another person or other people

-  The name of each person who is or ever has been a Designated Public Official and who 
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is employed by, or providing services to the lobbyist and who was engaged in carrying on the 
lobbying activities for which the return is being made.

-  Any change which occurred in the relevant period in respect of the information supplied 
for the purposes of registration. 

-  That the information contained in the return is correct.

In addition, the Standards in Public Office Commission (SIPO) has published best practices 
for persons undertaking lobbying activity, which includes reviewing arrangements for record-
ing of relevant communication and putting in place processes to record information for the 
relevant lobbying period. 

Not all civil servants are Designated Public Officials (DPOs) under the Act.  DPO’s include 
Ministers and Ministers of State, TDs and Senators, Special Advisors and certain senior Public 
Servants as prescribed.

In relation to the Civil Service the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform has made 
regulations which provide details of the positions which are prescribed as DPOs for the pur-
poses of the Act.  A public servant in a position of Secretary General, Second Secretary, Deputy 
Secretary, Assistant Secretary or Director in a public service body specified in Schedule I of the 
Regulations is prescribed as a Designated Public Official. A public servant in a position speci-
fied in Schedule 2 of the Regulations is also prescribed as a Designated Public Official. 

Public bodies are obliged to publish the names of their employees who are Designated 
Public Officials and a brief description of their roles and responsibilities for the purposes of the 
Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015. This information is available on the websites of the relevant 
public bodies. It is important to note that not all public bodies have Designated Public Officials.

In accordance with the Act, my department publishes a list of Designated Public Officials.  
In addition, the Department makes available the Act itself by linking to the Standards in Public 
Office Commission lobbying.ie website, containing all relevant information regarding the Act, 
requirements for public bodies, list of public bodies and Designated Public Officials, and the 
Transparency Code.  DCCAE’s information on Lobbying and list of Designated Public Offi-
cials is accessible on the Department website at:

www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/about-us/compliance/regulation-of-lobbying-act-2015/Pages/Reg-
ulation-of-Lobbying-Act-2015.aspx. 

My Department’s protocol and procedures are fully in accordance with the relevant legisla-
tion.

It is not the practice of the Department to record phone calls.

24/04/2018WRY00500Environmental Policy

24/04/2018WRY00600474. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his views on the negative impact on the environment through overuse of 
plastic packaging; his plans to implement policies that will reduce Ireland’s carbon footprint by 
reducing reliance on plastic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18022/18]

24/04/2018WRY00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Our use of plastic has increased exponentially in recent decades. Plastics feature 
across a wide range of applications and products, such as packaging, construction, electrics and 
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electronics. The effects of plastic on the environment have been well publicised.

In terms of plastic packaging, Repak, the producer responsibility scheme tasked with man-
aging packing in Ireland, has been working with its members (including all the major retail-
ers)  to identify ways to reduce or optimise packaging.  Repak members pay fees based on the 
amount of packaging they place on the market and this incentivises them to reduce packaging. 

A lot of work has been done by Repak members to prevent and minimise the amount of 
packaging they require. With the assistance of the EPA, Repak’s Prevent and Save initiative 
has worked with Irish business to reduce packaging and to promote packaging improvements 
across industry. Under the initiative, specialist packaging technologists look for ways to opti-
mise the packaging used and to minimise any resulting packaging waste.

At European level, I recently wrote to the European Commissioner with responsibility for 
the environment to welcome the  recently published plastics strategy. I assured him Ireland fully 
embraced the ambitions of the new strategy. I asked the Commission to focus, in particular, on 
the most difficult non-recyclable plastics such as soft wrapping, film and single use items such 
as coffee cups and plastic straws. I am determined to make sure these products, if they come 
onto the market here or elsewhere in Europe, will be recycled or biodegradable and that they 
will not go into landfill sites.

I am looking forward to the Commission proposing within the next month EU-wide actions 
to tackle single use plastic items.  I believe that working proactively with our European col-
leagues will achieve a major environmental benefit in a coordinated manner.

24/04/2018WRY00800UN Conventions

24/04/2018WRY00900475. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason Ireland’s third biennial report to the UNFCCC was three months late. 
[18100/18]

24/04/2018WRY01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) requires that 
Parties submit regular reports on the steps they are taking to implement the Convention. These 
reports set out a Party’s historic and projected emissions, climate polices, measures taken and 
under consideration, and major policy developments in the reporting period.

National Communications are submitted every four years, and form a significant part of this 
process. National Communications from developed country Parties (such as Ireland) include 
information on emissions and removals of greenhouse gases, policies and measures in place, 
vulnerability to the impacts of climate change, and education, training, and public awareness 
initiatives. Additionally, developed country Parties set out details of assistance provided to de-
veloping country Parties.

In addition, developed countries submit Biennial Reports every two years. These reports 
outline the progress made towards the achievement of emissions reductions and the provision 
of financial, technology, and capacity-building support to non-developed countries. 

Parties were invited to submit their Seventh National Communications no later than 1 Janu-
ary 2018. Ireland advised the UNFCCC in December 2017 that this submission would be de-
layed, which was necessitated by a number of factors, including the desirability of taking ac-
count of recent policy developments and revisions to UNFCCC guidance on the preparation of 
National Communications. Ireland submitted its Seventh National Communication and Third 
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Biennial Report to the UNFCCC on 30 March 2018.

24/04/2018WRY01100Citizens Assembly

24/04/2018WRY01200476. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the way in which he plans to respond to the Citizens’ Assembly report on climate; 
and if he will seek to establish a similar committee to the one established in view of the Citi-
zens’ Assembly report on the eighth amendment to the Constitution. [18102/18]

24/04/2018WRY01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I welcome the submission to the Oireachtas, on 18 April, of the final report of the 
Citizens’ Assembly on how the State can make Ireland a leader in tackling climate change.

The final report includes a total of 17 recommendations which address a range of Govern-
ment policies and activities across a number of sectors and Ministerial functions. The report 
reflects the deliberations of the Citizens Assembly over two weekends last Autumn informed, 
in turn, by a public consultation and by the contribution of a range of expert presentations to 
the Assembly.

As I have previously indicated, I was pleased to note that many of the recommendations 
adopted by the members of the Assembly, as reported on during the conclusion of this module 
of the Assembly’s work, are already being addressed in the National Mitigation Plan and in the 
implementation of the Energy White Paper, but I have also acknowledged that other recommen-
dations will need further consideration by Government.

It will now be a matter for the Oireachtas, in the first instance, to consider how it will take 
forward consideration of the Assembly’s report. The Government will study the Assembly’s re-
port and recommendations and will provide its response in the context of the agreed mechanism 
in the Oireachtas for further consideration of the report.

24/04/2018WRY01400National Broadband Plan

24/04/2018WRY01500477. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he is satisfied that the interests of consumers of broadband in the State have been 
protected in the procurement process for the roll-out of the national broadband plan under the 
Competition and Consumer Protection Act 2014. [11307/18]

24/04/2018WRY01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed 
broadband access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of 
location.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. Today, 
almost 7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband. 
Since this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high 
speed broadband. This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection. This is being 
achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.

I assume the Deputy’s question refers to matters of competition and equal access for con-
sumers on the high speed broadband network that is to be built in the State intervention area. 
The network that will be built by the successful bidder in the State intervention area will be 
a fully open access network providing wholesale telecommunications services.  The contract 
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will mandate that all retail service providers have open access to the infrastructure required to 
deliver services to premises in the intervention area, which should result in consumers hav-
ing access to a range of providers.  The terms and conditions of this access will be monitored 
through the contract.

24/04/2018WRY01700Road Network

24/04/2018WRY01800478. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to the unsuitability of road conditions (details supplied) for HGVs; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17931/18]

24/04/2018WRY01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads in its area is a statutory function of local authorities 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such roads 
are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supplemented 
by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of projects to be funded from these 
monies is a matter for each local authority. 

I understand that the Castletownbere Transportation Study has been commissioned by Cork 
County Council and is the subject of public consultation at present.  It will be a matter for the 
Council and its consultants to assess the outcome of the consultation process before finalising 
the study.

24/04/2018WRY02000Public Service Obligation Levy Data

24/04/2018WRY02100479. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the PSO 
funding provided to Iarnród Éireann, Dublin Bus, Bus Éireann and other operators in 2017, in 
tabular form. [17388/18]

24/04/2018WRY02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Since 2010 there is no 
subvention paid directly by my Department for public transport services. The award of Public 
Service Obligation (PSO) funding falls under the independent statutory remit of the National 
Transport Authority (NTA). As is normal, the allocations to the companies are decided by the 
NTA in exercise of its statutory mandate and in accordance with the various contract arrange-
ments that it has in place with PSO service providers. I have therefore referred the Deputy’s 
question to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within ten working days.

24/04/2018WRY02300Bus Éireann Services

24/04/2018WRY02400480. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
profitability of the Navan to Dublin Bus Éireann NX route in comparison with other routes. 
[17407/18]

24/04/2018WRY02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. Expressway services are operated by Bus Éireann on a commercial basis in a similar 
fashion to any other commercial licensed bus service. Commercial licensed bus services do not 
receive any taxpayer funding, in contrast to those socially necessary but financially unviable 
services which make up the Public Service Obligation (PSO) network. Decisions regarding 
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commercial licensed bus services are matters for the operator concerned, subject to the licens-
ing arrangements of the National Transport Authority.  

I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to Bus Éireann for direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

24/04/2018WRY02600Bus Éireann Services

24/04/2018WRY02700481. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way in 
which the proposed price increases on the Navan to Dublin Bus Éireann NX route can be justi-
fied in the absence of a rail track in the future for commuters in Navan which unfairly penalises 
commuters who do not have use for a Leap card. [17408/18]

24/04/2018WRY02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  However, I am not involved in the day to day operations of public transport or 
decisions on bus fares in any part of the country or the operation of the Leap card.  Following 
the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in December 2009, the NTA is 
the statutory body with responsibility for the regulation of fares charged by the public transport 
providers.

Therefore, I have forwarded your query to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my pri-
vate office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days. 

The Deputy’s question also refers to the Navan Rail Link Project, which was originally in-
cluded under the Transport 21 Initiative and was to be developed in two phases.  Phase 1, com-
prising the Dunboyne Rail Line project was completed in 2013.  Phase 2 was to provide for the 
extension of the Dunboyne line onwards to north Navan.  This development together with a 
number of other transport projects was postponed in 2011 due to the economic and fiscal crisis. 

In 2016 the NTA published its Transport Strategy for the GDA for the period 2016-2035.  
All the main transport corridors in the GDA were examined in the Strategy including the Navan 
to City Centre Corridor.  The NTA concluded that based on current population and employ-
ment forecasts, the level of travel demand between Navan, Dunshaughlin and various stations 
to the city centre is insufficient to justify the development of a high-capacity rail link at this 
time.  Instead it is proposed that an enhanced bus service will be provided along the corridor in 
conjunction with the development of a bus hub in Navan.  

The NTA has indicated that the position will be reassessed as part of the next review of 
the GDA Transport Strategy and this will take account of the level of development in the catch-
ment area over the next six years.  The NTA has also indicated that the corridor identified for a 
rail link to Navan should be protected from development intrusion in the meantime.  Should the 
planned future review of the Transport Strategy conclude that a rail link is justified at that point, 
then funding can be pursued then, in the context of developing future Capital Investment Plans.

24/04/2018WRY02900Bus Éireann Services

24/04/2018WRY03000482. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the review of the operation of Bus Éireann route 52 between Ballina and Galway. 
[17464/18]

24/04/2018WRY03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
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matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Bus Éireann and I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within ten working days.

24/04/2018WRY03200Driver Test Data

24/04/2018WRY03300483. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the loca-
tions in which the records of driver tests and licences granted are kept; if these records can be 
accessed if required; the length of time the records are kept; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17470/18]

24/04/2018WRY03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

24/04/2018WRY03500Brexit Expenditure

24/04/2018WRY03600484. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the grant 
aid being made available to agencies under his remit to assist with necessary infrastructure 
improvements to help mitigate against effects of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17505/18]

24/04/2018WRY03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The implications 
of Brexit for Ireland’s transport and tourism agencies will become clearer once the EU-UK 
negotiations have been completed and the future relationship between the EU and the UK has 
been settled. As with all other Government Departments and agencies, my Department and its 
agencies are preparing for the different potential outcomes, including contingency planning for 
a ‘no-deal’ scenario. 

The Government is already taking action in preparing for Brexit. Dedicated Brexit measures 
were announced in Budget 2018, including a new €300m Brexit Loan Scheme for Business and 
a €25m Brexit Response Loan Scheme for the agrifood sector as well as additional supports 
for capital investment in the food industry and Bord Bia marketing and promotion activities. 
€2m in capital funding was specifically secured in Budget 2018 for Tourism Ireland to invest in 
strengthening its digital infrastructure, deepening its understanding of the all-important over-
seas consumer and developing new creative content, for roll out from 2019.

In relation to infrastructural requirements, the Government’s recently published Project Ire-
land 2040 recognises the role and infrastructural plans of ports and airports in supporting con-
tinued enhancement of Ireland’s high-quality international connectivity. Key actions planned 
include a new runway for Dublin Airport, continued development of Cork and Shannon Air-
ports, investment in Ireland West Airport Knock, and for smaller airports under the Regional 
Airports Programme. There will also be major development of Dublin, Cork, Shannon-Foynes 
and other ports, as well as investment in transport connectivity to ports. 

My Department’s work and planning with key agencies and stakeholders will continue to be 
kept under review as the negotiations further progress.

24/04/2018WRY03800Noise Pollution
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24/04/2018WRY03900485. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on whether there may be a reluctance by Fingal County Council to make necessary preliminary 
arrangements in order that it will have the expertise and resources when legislation is enacted 
making it the competent authority for noise regulation at Dublin Airport (details supplied); his 
further views on whether the IAA, Irish Aviation Authority, should be compensated for moneys 
spent; and if he has met with the chief executive of Fingal County Council to ensure concerns 
regarding the issue will be addressed. [17506/18]

24/04/2018WRY04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): It has been made very 
clear in what has been conveyed directly to the CEO of Fingal County Council by my senior 
officials, and in what I have said publicly on the matter, that Fingal County Council will be pro-
vided with the necessary resources to carry out this additional function.  All appropriate steps 
that can be taken will be taken to facilitate Fingal’s preparations in this regard.    

As for the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA), it is a highly profitable commercial State com-
pany which will be paying the State a considerable dividend for the financial year 2017.  Any 
costs that it may have incurred in the context of exploring its role in implementation of the 
Noise Regulation, I expect, would have been very marginal relative to its financial position.  
The Company has not raised the matter with me, or with my Department, and I do not expect 
it to do so.

24/04/2018WRY04100Tourism Project Funding

24/04/2018WRY04200486. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the budget 
Fáilte Ireland sought to establish and promote the new Hidden Heartlands brand. [17507/18]

24/04/2018WRY04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Fáilte Ireland sought 
total funding (current and capital) in the order of €3.36m for 2018 to establish and start promot-
ing the new Midlands/Lakelands brand - Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands.

As set out in the Revised Estimates Volume (REV) 2018, I secured an initial €2 million in 
Exchequer funding this year (€1m capital and €1m current funding) to allow Fáilte Ireland start 
the development stage of the brand - across tourism infrastructure, product, services and mar-
keting.  Further Exchequer allocations for subsequent years will be decided in the context of the 
annual Estimates process between my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform.

24/04/2018WRY04400Brexit Supports

24/04/2018WRY04500487. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the action 
that has been taken to increase marketing to help mitigate against the effects of Brexit and di-
versify into other markets. [17508/18]

24/04/2018WRY04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The matter raised by 
the Deputy is an operational matter for Tourism Ireland. I have referred the Deputy’s Question 
to Tourism Ireland for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days.

24/04/2018WRY04700Public Transport
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24/04/2018WRY04800488. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the list 
of pinch points or amended signalling as identified by public transport operators; if this list 
has been costed; and the timeline established for the commencement and completion of these 
works. [17510/18]

24/04/2018WRY04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that in June 2015 the Dublin City Centre Transport Study, published jointly by Dublin 
City Council and NTA, recognised that a rebalancing of the available road space would be 
required on various streets to facilitate the introduction of additional capacity for public trans-
port, cycling and walking. Through a multi-agency approach by NTA, DCC, and TII working 
in conjunction with the various Public Transport Operators, the measures set out in the 2015 
Study are being progressed so as to ensure that Dublin City transport system is capable of oper-
ating efficiently and reliably, with consistent journey times, and that it is facilitating the City’s 
continued development and growth.

In 2016, the NTA published its Transport Strategy for the GDA 2016-2035 which provides 
the overarching framework for the planning and delivery of transport infrastructure and ser-
vices for Dublin over the next two decades. The measures proposed in the strategy are linked to 
an analysis of current and projected levels of travel demand across the region.

Recent investment in public transport, allocated through the NTA was targeted to provide 
additional capacity and alternative choice for private car users. This included investment in new 
cycling routes and expansion of public bicycle share schemes, integrated ticketing and Real 
time passenger information (RTPI), renewal and expansion of the bus fleet, commencement 
of city centre rail re-signalling, opening of the Phoenix Park Tunnel, progressive and on-going 
introduction of city centre traffic management measures, reorganisation of bus services and the 
introduction of Luas Cross City.

Budget 2018 provides for an increase in the multi-annual capital investment for public trans-
port with a four-year capital envelope of €2.7 billion over the period 2018-2021. The recently 
published National Development Plan (NDP), which was launched earlier this year by Govern-
ment as part of Project Ireland 2040, also confirms a number of key investment priorities that 
will be delivered progressively and steadily over the short, medium and long term, to match 
transport demand, alleviate congestion and deliver a range of benefits over the next decade.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the development and implementation of public transport in the Greater Dublin 
Area.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility in the matters raised, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the Authority for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRY05000Bus Éireann Services

24/04/2018WRY05100489. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Bus Éire-
ann will be allowed use the hard shoulder at restricted speeds to enable the avoidance of traf-
fic congestion; and his plans for a pilot project to examine the way in which this could reduce 
journey times and improve efficiency with the potential to attract greater numbers to use the 
service. [17511/18]

24/04/2018WRY05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Hard shoulders are 
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generally not designed or constructed to the same standards as adjoining carriageways on the 
basis that it was not envisaged that they would be utilised by traffic on a regular basis. 

On motorways, vehicles are prohibited from using hard shoulders, except in the case of a 
breakdown or following a collision. On non-motorway roads, hard shoulders provide a possible 
escape route in an emergency situation, are used by cyclists and slow moving vehicles, facili-
tate overtaking of vehicles by faster moving traffic if the slower moving vehicle partly or fully 
utilises the hard shoulder, allow a vehicle to pass on the inside where a right turning vehicle is 
stopped in the centre of the road and facilitate the stopping and parking of vehicles for drivers 
to pull over to check maps, use a mobile phone and other tasks. 

In light of this, I have no plans to permit the use of hard shoulders by buses, even on a pilot 
basis, for the purposes of examining possible journey time reductions.

24/04/2018WRY05300Córas Iompair Éireann

24/04/2018WRY05400490. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the situ-
ation in which CIÉ owns all properties used for the provision of public transport but does not 
maintain them (details supplied) will be addressed. [17512/18]

24/04/2018WRY05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is an 
matter for Córas Iompair Éireann (CIÉ) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to CIÉ for 
direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working 
days.

24/04/2018WRY05600Public Transport Expenditure

24/04/2018WRY05700491. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if multi-
annual budgets for public transport service providers will be introduced in order that companies 
can better plan (details supplied). [17513/18]

24/04/2018WRY05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): For some years now, 
Exchequer capital expenditure has been budgeted on a multi-annual basis through a series 
of 5-year capital envelopes.  This has helped to improve the management of capital expenditure 
and reflects some of capital’s particular attributes, including the one-off, non-repetitive nature 
of most capital spending and the fact that, at an overall level, capital accounts for less than a 
tenth of the total Voted spending by Departments.

By contrast, current expenditure accounts for the vast bulk of Voted spending, and it is 
budgeted by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform on an annual basis as part of the 
annual Estimates process, with indicative future year allocations at Vote level specified for the 
following 2 years.

The Public Service Obligation (PSO) funding to transport operators for providing subvented 
public transport (i.e. bus and rail) services is paid by the National Transport Authority from the 
current expenditure monies that are made available to the Department’s Vote annually as part 
of the Estimates process.  Decisions on the PSO allocations to particular operators are made 
annually by the NTA having regard to the Authority’s statutory role and the PSO contracts that 
it has in place with each of the individual providers.
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24/04/2018WRZ00200Pension Provisions

24/04/2018WRZ00300492. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if fund-
ing will be made available to the members of the two CIÉ pension schemes for independent 
legal advice; if an independent investigation will be initiated into the governance of the two 
pension schemes; if all outstanding questions raised by CIÉ employees relating to the pension 
scheme will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17542/18]

24/04/2018WRZ00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I refer the Deputy to 
my response to Priority Question No. 1 which I answered earlier. 

24/04/2018WRZ00500National Car Test Fees

24/04/2018WRZ00600493. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to alleged overcharging at NCT centres (details supplied); if the issue will 
be examined; and the reason for same. [17551/18]

24/04/2018WRZ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

24/04/2018WRZ00800Tourism Industry

24/04/2018WRZ00900494. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to reinstate a staffed community tourist office in conjunction with Fáilte Ireland at Shannon 
Airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17576/18]

24/04/2018WRZ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The management 
of the Tourist Information Office network is a matter for the Board and Management of Fáilte 
Ireland.  Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the agency for further informa-
tion and direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

24/04/2018WRZ01100Park and Ride Facilities

24/04/2018WRZ01200495. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to create a park and share facility near Gorey, County Wexford, or close to the border of coun-
ties Wexford and Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17600/18]

24/04/2018WRZ01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that the National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the plan-
ning and development of public transport infrastructure and services in the Greater Dublin Area 
and undertakes a support role for the relevant local authorities, a non statutory basis, in the 
Regional cities of Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford. 

Issues relating to the provision of car parking spaces at train stations on the heavy rail 
network outside of these cities are an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann which receives 
Exchequer funding for such works via the NTA.  

Noting the role of Iarnród Eireann and NTA in the matter of park and ride facilities, I have 
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referred your question to both bodies to provide information on the issue raised.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRZ01400Ministerial Meetings

24/04/2018WRZ01500496. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding the engagements he has had to date with an organisation (details supplied) 
regarding the use of phase 2 of the National Indoor Arena that is due for completion in mid-
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17630/18]

24/04/2018WRZ01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I have not had any 
direct engagement with the organisation mentioned by the Deputy in relation to the use of Phase 
2 of the National Indoor Arena.  

Phase 2 of the National Indoor Arena is being developed by Sport Ireland and engagement 
with organisations in relation to relevant matters, e.g. the design and anticipated use of the fa-
cility, would be a matter for Sport Ireland. I understand that Sport Ireland is in ongoing contact 
with those organisations.

24/04/2018WRZ01700Tourism Funding

24/04/2018WRZ01800497. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason funding has not been received by a group (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17636/18]

24/04/2018WRZ01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The matter raised by 
the Deputy would appear to be an operational matter for the Board and Management of Fáilte 
Ireland.  Accordingly, I have referred the question to the agency for further information and di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

24/04/2018WRZ02000Road Network

24/04/2018WRZ02100498. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to develop the Waterford to Limerick road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17641/18]

24/04/2018WRZ02200499. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to develop the Waterford to Cork road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17642/18]

24/04/2018WRZ02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 498 and 499 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects  is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the 
assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in ac-
cordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.
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Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRZ02500National Development Plan Funding

24/04/2018WRZ02600500. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
capital funding that has been approved and secured for the development of the north quays in 
Waterford city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17643/18]

24/04/2018WRZ02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the recently published National Development Plan (NDP) establishes 4 new funds, one 
of which is the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund. This envisages €2 billion, under 
the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government that will support the co-develop-
ment of the National Planning Framework’s (NPF) growth enablers for the five cities and other 
large urban centres. Examples of projects that have the potential to receive support under the 
Fund would include the Waterford North Quays SDZ regeneration project.

Allocation of funding from the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund is a matter for 
my colleague the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government.

24/04/2018WRZ02800Regional Road Network

24/04/2018WRZ02900501. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the al-
location of road funding to projects in Waterford city and county in each of the years 2008 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17644/18]

24/04/2018WRZ03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Details of the re-
gional and local road grant payments to local authorities from 2008 to 2017 are outlined in the 
regional and local road grant payment booklets which are available in the Dáil Library. 

Waterford City and County Council has drawn down €741,887.80 so far this year on re-
gional and local road programmes, from an allocation of €11,930,944.

In relation to the national road projects mentioned by the Deputy, as Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme. The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects  
is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.  Within its budget, the allocation of funding for individual 
projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.  

I have, therefore referred the Deputy’s Question to TII for direct reply in relation to national 
roads. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.   

24/04/2018WRZ03100Airport Development Projects

24/04/2018WRZ03200502. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding being made available to extend the runway at Waterford Airport. [17645/18]

24/04/2018WRZ03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will 
be aware, capital supports under my Department’s Regional Airports Programme are targeted 
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at grant-aiding investments in the areas of safety and security and to assist the smaller airports 
in ensuring compliance with international regulatory requirements in these areas. Waterford 
Airport has received substantial Exchequer support in the past under the Programme - €20 mil-
lion over the past 10 years - to assist it with implementing necessary safety and security related 
projects and activities.  

The scope of the Regional Airports Programme does not extend to supporting  the develop-
ment of capacity expansions at the regional airports. The Exchequer does not invest in airports 
for development purposes, whether at State airports or regional airports.  Decisions of that 
nature - for example, the proposed runway extension at Waterford - are commercial matters 
for airports themselves and are outside the scope of the Programme. The airport authorities in 
Waterford are aware of this position.

The current position is that my Department is arranging for an independent consultant to 
undertake a review of the options for Waterford Airport and it is hoped to have this review 
completed by mid-year.

24/04/2018WRZ03400Ports Traffic

24/04/2018WRZ03500503. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ton-
nage handled in each port in each of the years 2000, 2010, 2016 and 2017, by port in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17646/18]

24/04/2018WRZ03600504. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
tonnage, turnover and the number of employees in each of the State’s ports in each of the years 
2000, 2010, 2016 and 2017, by funding category, amount and port in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17647/18]

24/04/2018WRZ03700505. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ton-
nage handled at the Port of Waterford in each of the years 2010 to 2017, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17648/18]

24/04/2018WRZ03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 503 to 505, inclusive, together.

Figures for the total tonnage handled by each port annually are available on the website of 
the Central Statistics Office, www.cso.ie. Statistics of port traffic are published annually on the 
CSO’s website.

Details of the turnover and employee numbers for each State port company are contained 
in their Annual Reports which are laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas each year and pub-
lished on the Oireachtas Library website: http://opac.oireachtas.ie/liberty/libraryHome.do.  

24/04/2018WRZ04100Tourism Promotion

24/04/2018WRZ04200506. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the inclusion of east County Clare in the Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands tourism initiative and 
also on the River Shannon master plan being developed by Fáilte Ireland in partnership with 
Waterways Ireland which has its southern headquarters in Scariff; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17673/18]

24/04/2018WRZ04300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Brendan 
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Griffin): Neither I nor my Department has any role in relation to the development, implementa-
tion or management of the tourism experience brands, such as Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands, or 
in the Shannon Navigation Tourism Masterplan.

Matters such as those raised by the Deputy are operational matters for the board and man-
agement of Fáilte Ireland.  Accordingly I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland 
for direct reply to the Deputy.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply 
within ten working days.

With regard to the geographical boundaries of Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands and the inclu-
sion of east Clare in this new experience brand, I understand that Fáilte Ireland considered that 
the natural tourism offering of east Clare and its proximity to the Shannon makes it a good fit 
with the new brand identity and means this area will benefit from being included.

As regards the river Shannon, this will be a central focus of the new brand.  I am informed 
that the Shannon Navigation Tourism Masterplan currently being developed by Fáilte Ireland 
in partnership with Waterways Ireland aims to drive tourism opportunities both on and off the 
water, and in the towns nearby.

In terms of next steps, I understand that Fáilte Ireland will now recruit a dedicated team to 
ensure an immediate local presence to champion the brand’s development.  An initial €2 million 
in Exchequer funding has been allocated to start the development stage of the brand, with fur-
ther Exchequer allocations for subsequent years being decided in the context of the annual Esti-
mates process between my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

24/04/2018WRZ04400Driver Test Waiting Lists

24/04/2018WRZ04500507. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the mea-
sures he plans to implement to eliminate delays in driver tests in counties Cavan and Monaghan; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17728/18]

24/04/2018WRZ04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

24/04/2018WRZ04700Road Projects Status

24/04/2018WRZ04800508. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to progress a road project (details supplied) in view of its importance to a number of counties; 
if this project will be considered for specific funding in the 2019 road works programme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17730/18]

24/04/2018WRZ04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Proposals to deliver 
an upgraded East-West route linking Dundalk to Sligo, taking in Cavan, involve linking ele-
ments of the national road network and regional roads along as direct a route as possible.  Es-
sentially the route involves upgrade/realignment works on the regional routes from Dundalk to 
Cavan and on national routes from Cavan to Sligo. 

As regards the regional road aspect of the proposal, the improvement and maintenance of 
regional and local roads in its area is a statutory function of local authorities in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such roads are a matter for the 
relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supplemented by State road grants.  
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My Department provided funding to Cavan County Council (acting as lead authority with 
Monaghan and Louth County Councils) with over €2 million in the period 2007-2014 to prog-
ress the regional road element of the project to preliminary design. 

This year I have given an allocation of €25,000 to Cavan County Council to enable the 
Council to undertake appraisal work, in line with the current requirements in the Public Spend-
ing Code and the Capital Investment Framework, of the Cavan to Dundalk section of the route.   
The aim of this appraisal would be to assess the extent to which the scheme or elements of it can 
be justified in terms of appraisal and advanced for further consideration in relation to schemes 
for development post 2021. 

24/04/2018WRZ05000Taxi Regulations

24/04/2018WRZ05100509. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the regu-
lations and legislation he plans to introduce to manage the use of rickshaws for public hire 
following a public consultation on rickshaws undertaken by the NTA; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17748/18]

24/04/2018WRZ05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy refers, 
I asked the National Transport Authority (NTA) to conduct a public consultation on rickshaws 
last year, which concluded at the end of September.  A report on the consultation, along with 
recommendations by the NTA, were submitted to my Department in the latter part of 2017.  

My Department is now considering a range of options for regulating rickshaws from the 
perspective of proportionality, public safety and enforcement as well as regarding the question 
of costs and benefits.  This examination is at an advanced stage and I intend to select a preferred 
approach in the near future, with any corresponding legislative provisions to be developed 
quickly thereafter.

24/04/2018WRZ05300Motor Tax Collection

24/04/2018WRZ05400510. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason persons who pay their car tax on time each quarter are charged more than if they pay 
annually; and if he will review the situation. [13631/18]

24/04/2018WRZ05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Motor tax is payable 
on an annual, half-yearly or quarterly basis.  The rates applicable to the half-yearly and quar-
terly options are 55.5% and 28.25% of the annual charge, respectively.  These relativities have 
remained generally consistent since the 1960s.   

Each quarterly renewal of motor tax requires the same administrative procedures as the an-
nual renewal process.  Any consideration of re-balancing of the charges for non-annual discs 
must take account of the fact that overheads, both direct and indirect, would increase exponen-
tially if the change were to result in increased volumes of transactions.  Aside from these costs, 
the loss to the Exchequer arising from the elimination of the additional charge for these options 
has been estimated at just under €53 million, on the basis of 2017 transactions.  

  Question No. 511 answered with Question No. 47.

24/04/2018WRAA00200Road Improvement Schemes
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24/04/2018WRAA00300512. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the N81 from Tallaght to Hollywood Cross, Wicklow, road improvement scheme in view of 
the safety and congestion issues on this road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17820/18]

24/04/2018WRAA00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and 
prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with 
Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRAA00500Dublin Bus Services

24/04/2018WRAA00600513. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ratio-
nale for the recent decision to award a contract for the operation of 24 bus routes in Dublin to 
a company (details supplied); if further tendering for Dublin Bus routes is expected; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17838/18]

24/04/2018WRAA00700515. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the man-
ner in which an evaluation will be made of a company’s (details supplied) operation of 24 bus 
routes; if he will publish the analysis of its operation of these routes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17840/18]

24/04/2018WRAA00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 513 and 515 together.

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forward-
ed the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a reply within ten working days.

24/04/2018WRAA00900Road Network

24/04/2018WRAA01000514. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding his response to the National Oversight and Audit Commission’s recent report on the 
condition of Ireland’s regional and local roads; and the status of his plans to address the issues 
raised by this report. [17839/18]

24/04/2018WRAA01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Responsibility for the 
maintenance and improvement of regional and local roads rests with the relevant local author-
ity.  Works on such roads are undertaken by local authorities using monies from own resources 
and these monies are supplemented by grants from the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport.  In 2018 Department grants for regional and local roads increased by 29% from €324m 
to €417m.

- Restoration Improvement monies (for strengthening works) have increased by 18% in 
2018.



Questions - Written Answers

228

- Restoration Maintenance monies (for surface dressing works) have increased by 17% in 
2018.

- An important new grant for Drainage works (overall €10m) has been introduced.

- Ring-fenced monies for Community Involvement Schemes (CIS) are being provided 
(overall €10m).  Following an application process local authorities will be advised of their grant 
funding for CIS within a few weeks.

In conjunction with local authorities the Department has set up the MapRoad system which 
allows road works and road condition to be recorded across the 94,000 km of regional and local 
roads.  This has facilitated the reporting of road condition across various classes of roads by 
NOAC.  Until steady state is achieved and progress is made on addressing the backlog there is 
likely to be a disimprovement in the ratings reported by NOAC.

The 2018 regional and local road allocations were announced on the 29th January 2018 and 
all grant funding available to the Department in respect of regional and local roads has now 
been allocated.  It is therefore a matter for each Council to determine its priorities and decide 
its work programme on that basis, taking available grant funding and its own resources into 
account.

Question No. 515 answered with Question No. 513.

24/04/2018WRAA01300Driver Licences

24/04/2018WRAA01400516. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1295 of 17 April 2018, the follow-up that has taken place 
to retrieve licences from the 281 learner drivers who did not surrender their licences; the way in 
which these licences have been taken from the disqualified drivers; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17861/18]

24/04/2018WRAA01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The policy and man-
agement of the surrendering of driving licences is the responsibility of the Road Safety Au-
thority.  In light of the RSA’s responsibility in the matters raised, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the Authority for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRAA01600Driver Licences

24/04/2018WRAA01700517. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1295 of 17 April 2018, if any of the 544 learner drivers 
were subsequently involved in a road traffic collision following their disqualification; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17862/18]

24/04/2018WRAA01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is not available on the National Vehicle and Driver File, as no details in 
relation to traffic collisions are provided or recorded on the database.

24/04/2018WRAA01900Driver Licences
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24/04/2018WRAA02000518. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1295 of 17 April 2018, the procedure to access the li-
cences which were not surrendered; his plans for improvement in this regard; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17863/18]

24/04/2018WRAA02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The policy and man-
agement of the surrendering of driving licences is the responsibility of the Road Safety Author-
ity.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Authority for a more detailed reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRAA02200Sports Capital Programme Applications

24/04/2018WRAA02300519. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
criteria applied in the review process for applications for a sports capital grant; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17864/18]

24/04/2018WRAA02400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Under the 2017 round of the Sports Capital Programme (SCP), 20% of applica-
tions were deemed to be invalid.  This was the lowest rate of invalid applications ever under the 
SCP (the average over all previous programmes was 34%) and showed that the efforts made to 
reduce the number of invalid applications were largely successful.

In relation to the appeals process, all organisations whose applications were deemed inval-
id or partially invalid were invited to appeal the Department’s decision if they believed the De-
partment made an error in deeming the application invalid.  The introduction of the appeals pro-
cess ensures that the SCP accords with the Department’s Customer Action Plan, which commits 
to maintaining “a formalised, well publicised, accessible, transparent and simple to use system 
of appeal/review for customers who are dissatisfied with decisions in relation to service”.

Each appeal submitted was assessed by an official not involved in the original assessment 
of that application.  All decisions on appeals were also reviewed by at least two more senior 
officials.  A total of 149 appeals were submitted and of these, 35 were upheld.  Appeals were 
accepted where the appellant demonstrated that the Department erred in its decision to make the 
application invalid, or where it was agreed that the Department’s own guide to making an ap-
plication was not sufficiently clear, or where it was felt the original decision involved an overly 
strict interpretation of the SCP terms and conditions.  More detail is contained in the review of 
the 2017 round of the SCP, which has been published on my Department’s website (www.dttas.
ie).

All clubs with applications that remain invalid have been informed that they can resubmit 
their 2017 application, along with any corrected documentation to make their application valid 
for the next round of the SCP without the necessity of submitting a full new application.  I ex-
pect an announcement will be made shortly regarding when the new round of the programme 
will be open for applications.

24/04/2018WRAA02500Park and Ride Facilities

24/04/2018WRAA02600520. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 33 of 15 February 2018, the engagement that has taken 
place with the NTA regarding funding; the progress that has been made regarding the develop-
ment of park-and-ride sites; the sites identified east and west of Galway city, respectively; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [17865/18]

24/04/2018WRAA02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  I and my Department are not involved in the administration of that funding to partic-
ular projects such as park-and-ride facilities, but rather Exchequer funding is provided from the 
Transport Vote on an aggregate basis to the National Transport Authority (NTA) to support sus-
tainable transport projects implemented by the local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area 
(GDA) and regional cities, including Galway.  Under the enhanced capital investment secured 
in Budget 2018, it is planned that €135m of capital funding will be allocated in this way over 
the period 2018–21 for investment in Sustainable Urban Transport projects.  This programme 
includes traffic management, bus priority and other smarter travel projects, which will allow 
transport infrastructure to function more effectively and will help relieve traffic congestion.

The NTA works closely with the relevant Local Authorities in determining the most appro-
priate and effective infrastructure projects.  The Galway Transport Strategy (GTS), which was 
published by Galway County Council, identifies park-and-ride as a key component of its future 
transport infrastructure.  Decisions about investment in park-and-ride facilities at specific sites 
will be a matter for the NTA and relevant local authorities.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred your question to the NTA for 
a more detailed reply with regard to this particular project.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRAA02800Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRAA02900521. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the form, date and amount of all invoices issued to his Department by a company (details sup-
plied) in each of the years 2007 to 2017, inclusive, in tabular form. [17914/18]

24/04/2018WRAA03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department has 
not received any invoices from the company listed by the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRAA03100Regulation of Lobbying

24/04/2018WRAA03200522. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if under the 
lobbyist register it is expected that calls from lobbyists are recorded; if this is the practice in his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17997/18]

24/04/2018WRAA03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Regulation of 
Lobbying Act 2015 requires a person carrying out lobbying activities to register and submit 
returns of lobbying activity.  The returns register is publicly available to view and records rel-
evant communication (whether written or oral) between a registered person and a designated 
public official.  The specificiation of the Act and its requirements are not areas for which I have 
a statutory function.

More generally within my Department, it is standard procedure to note important commu-
nications, whether written or oral, regarding official business.

24/04/2018WRAA03400Road Network
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24/04/2018WRAA03500523. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
funding will be made available to allow the construction of the Carrigaline western relief road, 
County Cork, to proceed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18042/18]

24/04/2018WRAA03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads in their areas are a statutory function of local authori-
ties in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such 
roads are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supple-
mented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of projects to be funded 
from these monies is a matter for each local authority.

Under the Strategic Grant Scheme, my Department gave a commitment in 2010 to provide 
grant assistance to Cork County Council in relation to the acquisition of land for the Carrigaline 
Western Relief Road.  The commitment to part fund land acquisition on this road has been met 
but no grant commitment was given in relation to the construction of the road.

In the aftermath of the financial crisis there were major cutbacks in funding for the national, 
regional and local road network.  This resulted in the severe curtailment in funding for road 
improvement grant programmes, including the Strategic Grant Scheme, in order to focus avail-
able funding on maintenance and renewal work.

The Building on Recovery Capital Plan 2016-2021 and the Capital Plan Review allocations 
mark a significant step forward in terms of restoring funding to the levels needed to maintain 
the road network in a “steady state” condition and allowing for some investment in road im-
provement schemes but it is going to take time for funding to build up to the required level.  
For now funding will largely continue to support the maintenance of the regional and local road 
network.  While a limited number of improvement projects are scheduled to go ahead over the 
next few years, funding is not available to commit to additional schemes at this point.

My Department is, however, liaising with Cork County Council with a view to positioning 
the project for development in the post-2021 period.

24/04/2018WRAA03700Bus Éireann Services

24/04/2018WRAA03800524. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
proposals made by Bus Éireann to the NTA to improve the 220, 220X and 223 bus services in 
Cork. [18043/18]

24/04/2018WRAA03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
conjunction with the relevant transport operator and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to 
the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
ten working days.

24/04/2018WRAA04000Road Improvement Schemes

24/04/2018WRAA04100525. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
additional funding will be allocated to Cavan County Council in respect of the roadworks pro-
gramme 2018 in view of the severe damage caused to the road network due to storms in 2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18044/18]
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24/04/2018WRAA04200526. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
additional funding will be allocated to Monaghan County Council in respect of the roadworks 
programme 2018 in view of the severe damage caused to the road network due to storms in 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18045/18]

24/04/2018WRAA04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 525 and 526 together.

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibil-
ity of local authorities, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  
Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road 
grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the lo-
cal authority.

I announced the 2018 regional and local road allocations on 29th January and all grant 
funding available to my Department has now been allocated.  It is a matter for each Council 
to determine its priorities and decide its work programme on that basis, taking available grant 
funding and its own resources into account.  There is no additional funding available to my 
Department at present.

24/04/2018WRAA04500Sports Capital Programme Administration

24/04/2018WRAA04600527. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he has been able to facilitate organisations that received grant aid under capital 
sports grants and that wish to make minor changes in the development; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18049/18]

24/04/2018WRAA04700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): In general, my Department facilitates clubs wishing to make minor adjustments 
to the work they are undertaking using an allocation received under the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme (SCP) provided the new purpose has a sporting content and all other terms and condi-
tions of the SCP can be met.  In relation to the recent allocations under the 2017 round of the 
SCP, every valid local application received a grant offer and I have asked that any proposed 
changes to projects be considered as sympathetically as possible subject to the overall integrity 
of the programme being maintained and all other requirements being adhered to.  Any organi-
sation that wishes to apply for a change of purpose should contact the Department as soon as 
possible and works should not be undertaken prior to receiving approval for the change.  In this 
regard, the relevant contact details for the officials dealing with specific counties are available 
on the Department’s website at www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie.

24/04/2018WRAA04800Sport and Recreational Development

24/04/2018WRAA04900528. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the extent to which he expects to be in a position to offer funding towards the development of 
sporting and recreational facilities, including swimming pools, in 2018; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18050/18]

24/04/2018WRAA05000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the Government’s primary method of 
providing support to sports clubs and organisations for capital projects.  The 2017 round of the 
SCP closed for applications on the 24th February 2017.  In November and December last, Min-
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ister Ross and I announced €60m in allocations to a record 1,800 projects under the 2017 round.  
The funding available for the SCP in 2018 is sufficient to cover all these grants and also all 
commitments made under earlier rounds of the programme.  The recently published National 
Development Plan (NDP) provides €100m for the SCP in the period to 2021 and states that the 
programme will be further expanded over the period 2022–2027.  An announcement in relation 
to the next round of the programme is expected shortly.

In relation to swimming pools, the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme (LASPP) 
provides grant aid to local authorities towards the capital costs of new swimming pools or the 
refurbishment of existing pools.  There are four swimming pool projects remaining in the cur-
rent round of the LASPP and the priority in 2018 will be on progressing these projects.  The 
existing capital envelopes for the LASPP including the 2018 one are sufficient to cover all the 
costs of these pools.

The NDP also contains a commitment to establish a new “Large Scale Sport Infrastructure 
Fund” (LSSIF) with at least €100m available over the coming years.  My officials have com-
menced drafting the terms and conditions of the new LSSIF and are currently engaging with 
relevant stakeholders in this regard.  An announcement in relation to when applications will be 
accepted will be made once these terms and conditions are finalised.

Finally, the upcoming National Sports Policy, which I expect will be considered by Gov-
ernment in the coming weeks with a view to its publication shortly thereafter, will include a 
specific focus on how Government should fund sports facilities in the years ahead.

24/04/2018WRAA05100Tourism Industry

24/04/2018WRAA05200529. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he expects the tourism industry to develop in all its facets in 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18051/18]

24/04/2018WRAA05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): After a number of 
very successful years, indications are that 2018 will prove to be another good year for tourism 
in Ireland.  Sentiment in the industry both overseas and here at home is generally positive for 
the remainder of 2018.  Tourism Ireland’s aim is to grow overseas tourism revenue by a further 
+5% this year and to increase the number of overseas visitors by 2%.

The early signs are promising, with the CSO reporting in its Overseas Travel release that 
overseas trips to Ireland for the first two months of the year, at almost 1.2 million visits, were 
up 7.9% on 2017, as follows:

- Visits from North America were up by 4.2%;

- Visits from Mainland Europe were up by 17.6%;

- Great Britain registered an increase of 4.0% in visits; and

- Visits from the rest of the world (long-haul) decreased by 3.8%.

While the data only covers two months and it is too early to predict how the rest of the year 
might fare, it is a welcome start which indicates that we are well placed to build further on the 
outstanding growth of recent years.

The Government continues to offer strong support to the industry, as demonstrated most 
recently by Fáilte Ireland’s launch of the new brand for the Midlands, Ireland’s Hidden Heart-
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lands.  This will enhance the Midlands as a tourism destination for both domestic and overseas 
visitors.  We have also invested an additional €2 million in Tourism Ireland this year to support 
its digital marketing infrastructure.  This investment recognises the fact that we are operating 
in a hugely competitive international marketplace in which it is vital that we maintain a strong 
presence.

Despite positive visitor numbers from Britain in early 2018, Brexit continues to be a concern 
for tourism.  I am aware that the tourism agencies are keeping a very close eye on developments 
in the British market.  Nevertheless, it highlights the importance of market diversification as we 
continue to attract greater numbers of visitors from European, North American and long-haul 
destinations.  The inaugural direct flights from China, due to commence in June, will be vital in 
exploiting the potential of this massive market.

We cannot be complacent about continued growth in tourism.  We must aim to deliver 
growth which is sustainable, from an economic, social and environmental perspective.  This 
is something that we will be considering this year in the context of the Government’s tourism 
policy.

24/04/2018WRAA05400Traffic Management

24/04/2018WRAA05500530. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he has identified roads or motorways experiencing traffic congestion due to an 
inadequacy of capacity such as the M4 Maynooth to the M50 and other similar commuter routes 
experiencing traffic congestion; if the National Development Plan 2018-2027 will facilitate 
early intervention in these sensitive areas in order to alleviate traffic congestion; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18052/18]

24/04/2018WRAA05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and 
prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with 
Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRBB00200Roads Maintenance Funding

24/04/2018WRBB00300531. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which funding can be made available to the various local authorities in order to ad-
dress damage to roads arising from inclement weather conditions over the winter months; if 
Kildare County Council can receive such funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18053/18]

24/04/2018WRBB00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of local authorities, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are 
funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selec-
tion and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.
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I announced the 2018 regional and local road allocations on 29th January and all grant fund-
ing available to my Department has now been allocated. It is a matter for each Council to deter-
mine its priorities and decide its work programme on that basis, taking available grant funding 
and its own resources into account.  There is no additional funding available to my Department 
at present.

24/04/2018WRBB00500Brexit Issues

24/04/2018WRBB00600532. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he expects to provide alternative direct transport access to Europe in the after-
math of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18054/18]

24/04/2018WRBB00700533. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he expects to develop facilities at ports and airports in order to enhance access 
to the European Union and the global community in the aftermath of Brexit; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18055/18]

24/04/2018WRBB00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 532 and 533 together.

The implications of Brexit for Ireland’s ports and airports will become clearer once the EU-
UK negotiations have been completed and the future relationship between the EU and the UK 
has been settled. As with other Departments and agencies across the State, my Department and 
its agencies are preparing for the different potential outcomes, including contingency planning 
for a ‘no-deal’ scenario.  

Irish ports and airports, and the airlines and shipping companies that use them, operate as 
independent commercial companies and planning and preparations in the context of Brexit are 
operational matters for each. Air and shipping services are market driven. 

In relation to shipping, in the past shipping operators have responded to economic develop-
ments and increased or reduced capacity in response to market demands. I am confident that 
shipping services can be expected to adapt to changing market demands and we have seen the 
evidence of this over recent months with the actual and planned increase in shipping capacity 
on direct routes to continental ports.

However, a significant proportion of goods destined for EU markets use the UK landbridge 
to access these markets. The efficiency of these routes could be affected by Brexit, particularly 
if there are procedures and associated delays at UK ports or airports. The Irish Maritime De-
velopment Office, in conjunction with my Department, is currently finalising a study into the 
use of the UK landbridge by Irish importers and exporters. The purpose of this research is to 
establish the volume of traffic using the UK landbridge at present, the likely consequences that 
Brexit will have on landbridge usage and the various alternative options that may be viable. 
This research is expected to be completed shortly.

In relation to infrastructural requirements, the Government’s recently published Project Ire-
land 2040 recognises the role and infrastructural plans of ports and airports in supporting con-
tinued enhancement of Ireland’s high-quality international connectivity. Key actions planned 
include a new runway for Dublin Airport, continued development of Cork and Shannon Air-
ports, investment in Ireland West Airport Knock, and for smaller airports under the Regional 
Airports Programme. There will also be major development of Dublin, Cork, Shannon-Foynes 
and other ports, as well as investment in transport connectivity to ports. 
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My Department inputs to the wider Government oversight and planning for Brexit. It re-
mains in close contact with other Government Departments and agencies and with our ports 
and airports. As part of our Brexit planning, the Department held a stakeholder meeting with 
maritime stakeholders last month on the implications of Brexit for the maritime sector. It is also 
represented at meetings of a sub-group of the National Civil Aviation Development Forum, 
at which Brexit is a standing agenda item. This sub-group includes representatives from the 
airlines, airports, regulators and my Department and meets approximately every two months. 

My officials will continue to work with the maritime and aviation sectors and with other 
transport and tourism stakeholders in planning for the implications of Brexit.

24/04/2018WRBB01000Public Transport

24/04/2018WRBB01100534. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he expects public transport to become less reliant on fossil fuels in the future; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18056/18]

24/04/2018WRBB01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Clean and energy 
efficient vehicles have an important role to play in achieving Ireland’s policy objectives of 
reducing energy consumption and lessening our levels of greenhouse gas emissions, and I am 
strongly committed to facilitating the uptake of low-emission vehicles and technologies in the 
public transport sector, for bus, rail and taxis.

As the Deputy will be aware, the recently published National Development Plan commits 
Ireland to replacing the urban public bus fleet with lower emitting alternatives, with no diesel-
only buses purchased from July 2019 under the BusConnects fleet renewal programme. Bus-
Connects will be delivered by the National Transport Authority (NTA) and will initially address 
the transition of bus fleets operating within the Greater Dublin Area with potential expansion 
to other urban centres - towards new low-emission vehicle technologies. It is expected that by 
2023, half of the bus fleet (approximately 500 buses) will be converted to low-emission ve-
hicles, with plans for full conversion by 2030. 

My Department has also established a Green Public Transport Fund to support the uptake of 
energy-efficient technologies for PSO operators within the public transport sector; specifically, 
to support pilots, trials and demonstrations of emerging low emission technologies by cover-
ing the price differential between the cost of conventionally fuelled buses and the cost of an 
alternatively fuelled vehicle, as well as any associated refuelling or recharging infrastructure. 
I understand that the NTA intends to access this Fund before end 2018 to facilitate trials of a 
range of technologies in urban bus fleets.

The NTA has recently undertaken a market consultation assessing a broad range of alterna-
tive fuels and technologies. My Department and the NTA will continue to work together with a 
view to determining the most suitable options for the Irish context.

Equally, the importance of rail in providing an energy-efficient mode of transport has 
not been overlooked. Electrified rail use, in particular, is capable of achieving low emissions 
through utilising renewable sources of energy and considerable progress in projects such as the 
Luas Cross City has been achieved. This strong move towards electrification in the commuter 
rail sector which began with DART and was added to by LUAS will be reinforced and further 
developed through the new Metro Link and the Dart Expansion Programme set out in the Na-
tional Development Plan. 

In addition, I recently established a new electric vehicle (EV) grant scheme to support the 
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transition of the Taxi/Hackney/Limousine sector to EVs. This new initiative will help to stimu-
late the uptake of EVs in the SPSV industry by giving drivers up to €7,000 towards the purchase 
of an EV. The scheme, which was launched on 01 February, has had a high number of applicants 
so far and will, I expect, play a key role in advocating for and normalising the use of EVs with 
members of the public.

24/04/2018WRBB01300Rail Network

24/04/2018WRBB01400535. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which it may be possible to bring forward the electrification of commuter rail routes, 
such as Enfield to Dublin, Sallins to Dublin and others, with a view to increased efficiency and 
less dependence on fossil fuels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18057/18]

24/04/2018WRBB01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority’s (NTA) Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area provides the overarch-
ing framework for the planning and delivery of transport infrastructure and services for Dublin 
over the next two decades.  

The recently published National Development Plan (NDP), which was launched earlier this 
year by Government as part of Project Ireland 2040, also confirms DART Expansion as one of 
a number of key investment priorities to deliver a comprehensive public transport network over 
the next decade.  

DART Expansion is a series of projects that will create a full metropolitan area DART net-
work for Dublin with all of the lines linked and connected. It includes the expansion of the fleet 
with new diesel electric trains and also provision of fast, high-frequency electrified services 
to Drogheda on the Northern Line, Celbridge/Hazelhatch on the Kildare Line, Maynooth and 
M3 Parkway on the Maynooth/Sligo Line, while continuing to provide DART services on the 
South-Eastern Line as far south as Greystones, all to achieve the benefits envisaged by the NDP.  

It is noted that allocations in the NDP for the delivery of the different National Planning 
Framework National Strategic Objectives will be updated and adjusted where necessary as 
the National Development Plan is implemented, in light of progress achieved in relation to 
public capital investment priorities currently underway or planned; the on-going assessment of 
longer-term infrastructural priorities across sectors underpinning the implementation of NPF 
priorities; and the different planning horizons applying to different types of capital expenditure 
(for example, major infrastructural projects as compared to the provision of capital grants under 
particular spending programmes). This is to allow for appropriate flexibility and responsiveness 
of capital allocations to changing circumstances and priorities.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the development and implementation of public transport in the Greater Dublin 
Area.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRBB01600Tourism Industry
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24/04/2018WRBB01700536. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which the hotel and catering industry is sufficient to meet the demands of the tour-
ism sector now and for the foreseeable future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18058/18]

24/04/2018WRBB01800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The most recent statistics show that hotel room capacity grew by 2% between 
2016 and 2017, however, bed capacity grew at a much faster rate of 9% over the same period. 
Hotel bed occupancy nationally grew from 56% to 60% between 2016 and 2017 while the ag-
gregated bed occupancy rate for other types of accommodation was significantly lower at 42%.

Occupancy rates for hotels are considerably higher in Dublin and have increased as a result 
of the increased visitor numbers to Ireland in recent years.  This has led to capacity issues at 
times of peak demand.  However, a significant programme of hotel building is underway in 
Dublin to meet this demand.  In this regard, research commissioned by Fáilte Ireland shows that 
significant additional tourist accommodation stock, in the order of 5,500 rooms through new 
builds and extensions, is being brought on stream in Dublin, the bulk in 2018 and 2019. 

In response to consumer preferences and in order to boost the economic rationale for invest-
ment in hotel developments, Fáilte Ireland revised its hotel regulations. These changes make 
investment more attractive by allowing hotel operators provide more rooms per square metre 
and operate at a lower cost base, thereby improving hotel capacity, competitiveness and profit-
ability.  Consumers benefit from increased room capacity, more competition and a wider range 
of accommodation. 

I am not aware of any issues with regard to the availability of restaurants.  However, I 
should point out that they are not required to register with Fáilte Ireland.  Given that the level 
of investment to enter the market is less challenging than that for hotels, I am confident that the 
market can respond sufficiently quickly to any changes in demand.

Projected skills demands across the economy are being addressed through a combination of 
measures involving various key stakeholders.  I welcome the recent decision by the Minster for 
Business, Enterprise and Innovation to remove certain chef grades from the ineligible lists of 
Work Permits from non EEA.

A Hospitality Skills Oversight Group, involving all relevant stakeholders, oversees skills 
development and promotion in the sector to ensure the skills needs are met.  Further specific 
queries the Deputy may have in relation to this group, should be directed to my colleague the 
Minister Business, Enterprise and Innovation.

A suite of culinary apprenticeships is being developed and overseen by a collaborative con-
sortium including education and training providers, Fáilte Ireland and other key industry stake-
holders. The first of these apprenticeship programmes for commis chefs commenced in autumn 
2017 in Educational and Training Boards in various locations around the country.

The Tourism Action Plan 2018-2020, to be finalised shortly by the Tourism Leadership 
Group, will contain specific actions to address the demands of the tourism sector over the next 
number of years.

Fáilte Ireland’s ‘Get Brexit Ready’ programme offers a suite of industry supports, designed 
to help businesses struggling with the loss of trade created by Brexit.  The programme allows 
individual businesses to self-assess their exposures and risks and provides a range of interven-
tions to help overcome any challenges arising from “Brexit”.

Government measures such as reducing the VAT to 9% on tourism services, also helps the 
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industry to further meet the demands of the tourism sector.

24/04/2018WRBB01900Sports Events

24/04/2018WRBB02000537. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which Ireland continues to be marketed abroad as a venue for major sporting events; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18059/18]

24/04/2018WRBB02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The matter raised by 
the Deputy is an operational matter for Tourism Ireland. I have referred the Deputy’s Question 
to Tourism Ireland for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days.

24/04/2018WRBB02200Integrated Ticketing

24/04/2018WRBB02300538. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which further extensions of integrated ticketing are proposed throughout the public 
transport sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18060/18]

24/04/2018WRBB02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The NTA Transport 
Strategy for the GDA 2016-2035 provides the overarching framework for the planning and 
delivery of transport infrastructure and services for Dublin over the next two decades. The mea-
sures proposed in the strategy are linked to an analysis of current and projected levels of travel 
demand across the region. The NTA Strategy envisages renewal, replacement and upgrading of 
ticketing systems including the on-going roll-out and expansion of integrated ticketing.

Budget 2018 provides for an increase in the multi-annual capital investment for public 
transport over the period 2018-2021, including investment in advances in technology to allow 
passengers make public transport payments in more convenient and efficient ways. This means 
upgrading end-of-life systems and equipment with modern technologies and up-to-date best 
international practice. 

The National Development Plan (NDP), which was launched earlier this year by Govern-
ment as part of Project Ireland 2040, also confirms a number of key investment priorities in-
cluding in next generation passenger ticketing systems and fare structures to allow passengers 
make public transport payments in more convenient and efficient ways.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the development and implementation of public transport in the Greater Dublin 
Area.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility in the matters raised, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the Authority for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/04/2018WRBB02500Child Protection

24/04/2018WRBB02600539. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if there is a model here similar to the children’s panel that exists in Scotland (details supplied); 
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and if not, her plans to put in place such a panel. [17533/18]

24/04/2018WRBB02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
will be aware, the Scottish Children’s Panels exist in a very different legislative environment 
and framework to that prevailing in this State. Accordingly, the introduction of an analogous 
body is not proposed at this time. 

However, as the Deputy knows, my Department is currently undertaking a wide-ranging re-
view of the Child Care Act 1991, the principal legislation underpinning the child protection sys-
tem. As part of this review, which is a commitment under Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: 
The National Policy Framework for Children and Young People, 2014 – 2020, my officials will 
naturally take into account the developments and experiences of the child protection systems 
in other jurisdictions in Europe and beyond. All matters relevant to the situation of children in 
care will be considered in the context of the Review.

It should also be noted that Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, already makes use of in-
novative methods to identify the appropriate intervention for children in need of help, includ-
ing the use of Family welfare conferences (FWCs). Family welfare conferencing is a tool that 
harnesses the power of the extended family to create durable solutions for children and young 
people. With the support of an independent facilitator, FWCs enable families to make choices 
and to take ownership of a situation and its solutions. For example, in the case of relative foster 
care, a FWC might be used to ascertain the views of the child and their family on who in the 
extended family might be best placed to offer care to the child and thus lessen the impact and 
dislocation of entering care. Family Welfare Conferences are also an integral part of the Chil-
dren Act 2001. The approach recognises the centrality of parental and family relationships and 
informal support networks in promoting the welfare of children and ensuring their safety, while 
enabling the Agency to meet its statutory and co-ordination functions.

24/04/2018WRBB02800Child and Family Agency

24/04/2018WRBB02900540. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
Tusla will conduct a case review of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [17548/18]

24/04/2018WRBB03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can advise the 
Deputy that I am aware of this case. While it is not appropriate for me to comment on individual 
cases, I have written to Tusla and asked them to give the case the appropriate attention.

24/04/2018WRBB03100Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

24/04/2018WRBB03200541. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of adults and children in Tusla-funded domestic violence refuges and domestic violence step-
down accommodation, respectively, in 2017. [17585/18]

24/04/2018WRBB03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has statutory responsibility for the provision of care and protection to vic-
tims of domestic, sexual and gender-based violence. In discharging its statutory responsibility, 
Tusla supports 20 emergency refuge and support services in providing services for women and 
children fleeing domestic violence. Twenty four community-based domestic violence support 
services and 16 rape crisis centres also receive financial support from Tusla. Funding for these 
services was increased by €1.7m in 2018, to a total of €23.8m.



24 April 2018

241

Tusla does not have access to live data on refuge use. However, information provided by 
funded domestic violence services indicates that refuges consistently operate at full or near 
full-capacity. Any vacancies are generally attributed to the turnover between the discharge and 
admission of clients.

Tusla-funded services provide data to Tusla retrospectively on an annual basis. The data 
provided to the Deputy previously refers to the use of services in 2016. 2017 data will be made 
available later in the year.

24/04/2018WRBB03400Mental Health Services

24/04/2018WRBB03500542. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
the Department of Education and Skills is not represented on the working group tasked with 
streamlining children’s mental health services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17620/18]

24/04/2018WRBB03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The objective 
of the Working Group is to examine the provision of psychological and mental health services 
for children and young people with the aim of ascertaining a clear continuum of provision, 
strengthening alignment and areas for improvement, centred on the needs of children and young 
people.  

The Working Group is jointly chaired by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and 
the Department of Health. The current membership includes representatives of the Department 
of Children and Youth Affairs, the Department of Health, the Health Service Executive and 
Tusla. It has been recognised that additional input to the work of the group will be considered 
when and where appropriate.

The Working Group met on 19 January 2018 and agreed that in charting a line of sight re-
garding service provision, that further gathering of information was necessary including

1. Information on current policy/service plans relating to psychological services (including 
CAMHS etc.) for children and young people

2. Information on current provision regarding same, indicating gaps (e.g. service, thematic, 
age cohort, tiered delivery) and areas of alignment

3. Information relating to expenditure and work-force numbers

4. Information regarding the strengths and impediments in relation to the foregoing.

This information will allow the Working Group to consider the feasibility of charting a con-
tinuum of provision and will also indicate areas for attention, either in terms of service provi-
sion, thresholds or transitions. 

As referenced, additional input to the Working Group will be considered as the work of the 
group advances. 

24/04/2018WRBB03700Child and Family Agency Services

24/04/2018WRBB03800543. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
percentage of the out-of-hours budgets for social work services that were allocated to north 
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County Dublin in each of the years from 2015 to 2017; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [17658/18]

24/04/2018WRBB03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, is responsible for out-of-hours social work services for children and young 
adults. As the distribution of funds between geographical areas is an operational issue, I have 
asked Tusla to respond to the Deputy directly on this matter.

24/04/2018WRBB04000Early Childhood Care and Education

24/04/2018WRBB04100544. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Af-
fairs if a person (details supplied) can avail of the early childhood care and education scheme in 
September 2018; if consideration is being given to the reintroduction of three enrolment points 
to facilitate greater flexibility and accessibility to families; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [17695/18]

24/04/2018WRBB04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From Septem-
ber 2018, all children meeting the minimum age requirement of 2 years and 8 months will be 
eligible for a full two programme years on the Early Childhood Care and Education programme 
(ECCE). This measure refines the development introduced last year, whereby three intake dates 
were adopted, and will increase the duration of each registered child on ECCE from a current 
average of 61 weeks, to a potential duration of 76 weeks (two programme years). 

This new measure will address the situation whereby there was a wide range in the number 
of free preschool weeks a child could avail of – between 61 and 88 weeks – and will ensure a 
programme that is equitable for all children.

This further enhancement delivers fully on a commitment in the Programme for a Partner-
ship Government that is good for children, families and Early Years providers. The second year 
of ECCE required either an increase in the upper age limit for ECCE, or a reduction in the lower 
age limit. The latter was chosen and is consistent with the legislative requirement with regard 
to school start age. 

The number of entry points will revert to one at the beginning of the programme year 
(September). One enrolment period at the start of the pre-school year will help streamline the 
administration process and will make it easier for childcare providers to operate and budget 
for the programme year. This will also make it easier for parents to secure places on the ECCE 
programme for their children.

In the example cited by the Deputy the child will not be able to commence their ECCE in 
September 2018 as they will not have reached the age of 2 years and 8 months on or before 31st 
August 2018. However, they will be able to commence ECCE in September 2019, continue for 
a further year from September 2020 and commence school in September 2021.

It must be noted that parents have the discretion to decide how much of ECCE to avail of 
for their child. A decision may be made to utilise one year only of the programme for various 
reasons.  For example, depending on the child’s date of birth, parents may wish to send their 
child to school at 4 rather than 5 years of age.

At a broader level, I announced on the 6th December 2017 that I have put a pause on the 
decision to remove the ECCE over age exemption so that further consultation with parents can 
occur. Until the consultation is complete, and both the Department of Children and Youth Af-
fairs and the Department of Education and Skills have time to consider its findings, the overage 
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exemption will continue to be available. In practice, this means that my Department is continu-
ing to accept and approve applications for the September 2018/2019 ECCE year.

24/04/2018WRBB04300Children in Care

24/04/2018WRBB04400545. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
indemnity scheme under the State Claims Agency will be extended to foster carers; the progress 
that has been made to ensure there is accidental injury cover for children who are in the care of 
the State and who are fostered; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17790/18]

24/04/2018WRBB04500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I would like to 
take this opportunity to assure you my Department is fully supportive of extending the State 
Indemnity Scheme under the State Claims Agency to foster parents.

Unfortunately this is taking longer than expected due to technical issues associated with the 
approvals and statutory process involved. Work is ongoing to address these matters. While we 
remain confident that these issues will be addressed, I can also confirm that the Department has 
approached the Department of Public Expenditure in order to put in place an interim solution.

This interim solution consists of advising Tusla that, while discussions continue between 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform in relation to including foster carers under the General Indemnity Scheme operated by 
the State Claims Agency, no approval for overall indemnification can be provided at this stage. 
However, both Departments are aware of the critical importance of this matter and are com-
mitted to ensuring that every foster parent is offered an indemnity on an individual basis where 
required.  

In this regard, any such individual indemnification would be on an ex-gratia basis and, as 
such, indemnification would be made available voluntarily and outside any strict legal obliga-
tion. This is a temporary measure to address immediate individual cases while the overall in-
demnification issues are being resolved.

It might also be noted that the Irish Foster Care Association have been appraised of matters 
as they stand and my officials have undertaken to keep the Association informed as to progress 
in the matter.

24/04/2018WRBB04600Early Childhood Care and Education

24/04/2018WRBB04700546. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the rea-
son there will be only one entry point for the new early childhood care and education, ECCE, 
scheme from 1 September 2018 and not the three periods as it is in the current programme; 
if her attention has been drawn to the fact that this will lead to situations in which children 
who are not two years and eight months of age on 1 September will ultimately be held back in 
crèches and not start junior infants until they are almost six years of age; if consideration will 
be given to particular cases whereby children will miss the qualifying date by a few days; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [17832/18]

24/04/2018WRBB04800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From Septem-
ber 2018, all children meeting the minimum age requirement of 2 years and 8 months will be 
eligible for a full two programme years on the Early Childhood Care and Education programme 
(ECCE). The upper age ECCE requirement is that the child must not reach 5 years and 6 months 
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before the end of the programme year.

Some children will not be able to commence their ECCE in September 2018 as they will 
not have reached the age of 2 years and 8 months on or before 31st August 2018. However, 
they will be able to commence ECCE in September 2019, and continue for a further year from 
September 2020, commencing school in September 2021.  Parents of children born around this 
time of the year may prefer for their children to start school at 4 rather than 5. These parents 
may therefore choose to avail of 1 year of ECCE only. However, it is important to note that this 
is a parental choice and that the overall policy change has ensured that two programme years are 
available to all children, an improvement on the system as it has operated to date.  

This extension to ECCE from September 2018 refines the development introduced last year, 
whereby three intake dates were adopted, and will increase the duration of each registered child 
on ECCE from a current average of 61 weeks, to an entitlement to 76 weeks (two programme 
years). This enhancement delivers fully on a commitment in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government that is good for children, families and Early Years providers.

This new measure will also address the situation where there was a wide range in the num-
ber of preschool weeks a child could avail of – between 61 and 88 weeks – and will ensure a 
programme that is equitable for all children.

The number of entry points will revert to one at the beginning of the new programme year 
(September, 2018). One enrolment period at the start of the pre-school year will help streamline 
the administration process and will make it easier for childcare providers to operate and budget 
for the programme year. This will also make it easier for parents to secure places on the ECCE 
programme for their children.

At a broader level, I announced on the 6th December 2017 that I have put a pause on the 
decision to remove the ECCE over age exemption so that further consultation with parents can 
occur. Until the consultation is complete, and both the Department of Children and Youth Af-
fairs and the Department of Education and Skills have time to consider its findings, the overage 
exemption will continue to be available. In practice, this means that my Department is continu-
ing to accept and approve applications for the September 2018/2019 ECCE year.

24/04/2018WRBB04900Voluntary Sector Funding

24/04/2018WRBB05000547. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
funding is being withheld from an organisation (details supplied); if her attention has been 
drawn to concerns of local scout units that this will lead to the cessation of scouting activities in 
the near future; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17892/18]

24/04/2018WRBB05100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Arising from 
media coverage I became aware that an alleged perpetrator of a sexual assault was reinstated by 
Scouting Ireland without any further Garda vetting and was subsequently promoted within the 
volunteer ranks of Scouting Ireland.

Funding provided by my Department to youth organisations is contingent on organisations 
meeting with a range of governance standards, including commitment to and compliance with 
the legal requirements in the area of child protection.

In view of the information available to me relating to the governance arrangements within 
the organisation, I decided to withhold the drawdown of any further funding to Scouting Ireland 
under the Youth Service Grant Scheme until such time as I can be satisfied that the organisa-
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tion’s governance standards are up to the required level.

I subsequently met with Scouting Ireland on Thursday 19 April and I was informed of the 
organisation’s plans to reform the governance of the organisation and put new structures in 
place.  Scouting Ireland also confirmed their commitment to implement the recommendations 
in relation to safeguarding and to carry out a full review of historic cases.  The Garda vetting of 
the individual referred to in recent media reports has also been actioned.  

There are a number of steps to be taken before I can be assured that Scouting Ireland has the 
proper governance arrangements in place which will allow me to restore funding.

The funding provided to organisations under the Youth Service Grant Scheme is primar-
ily provided to head offices of those organisations.  Scouting Ireland has been provided with 
€438,168 so far in 2018 which will continue to fund the organisation up until the end of June.

The Local Youth Club Grant Scheme supports youth work activities at a local level and 
grants are made available to clubs and organisations through the Education and Training Boards.  
Local scouting groups can still apply to their local Education and Training Board for grant fund-
ing under this scheme.

24/04/2018WRBB05200Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRBB05300548. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
form, date and amount of all invoices issued to her Department by a company (details supplied) 
in each of the years from 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17900/18]

24/04/2018WRBB05400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
was established in June 2011 and since then it has neither received invoices nor made payments 
to the company in question.

24/04/2018WRBB05500Regulation of Lobbying

24/04/2018WRBB05600549. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if, under the 
lobbyist register, it is expected that calls from lobbyists are recorded; if this is the practice in her 
Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17998/18]

24/04/2018WRBB05700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is the respon-
sibility of the person who makes, manages or directs the lobbying activity to register and submit 
returns.

The Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 does not set out any requirements for Designated 
Public Officials to register, submit returns or validate information contained in the returns sub-
mitted by lobbyists. Designated Public Officials continue to have obligations set out in other 
instruments, including ethics legislation, freedom of information legislation, and codes of con-
duct. While Designated Public Officials have no formal obligations under the Act, the Stan-
dards in Public Office Commission has identified a number of best practices, which are outlined 
in the Guidelines for Designated Public Officials, Guidelines for TDs, Senators and MEPs, and 
Guidelines for Local Authority Members, which are all available on its website.

24/04/2018WRCC00200Local Improvement Scheme Administration
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24/04/2018WRCC00300550. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if his Department has changed its practice in which it no longer funds private or non-council 
roads on islands unless the council agrees to take over the future maintenance of those private 
roads; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17668/18]

24/04/2018WRCC00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme (LIS) is a programme for improvement works on small private/non-
public roads.  The eligibility criteria for the scheme are largely based on the Memorandum 
governing the scheme which was published in 2002 by the then Department of Environment 
and Local Government.  

Eligible roads are non-public roads, often leading to houses and important community ame-
nities such as graveyards, beaches, piers, mountains, etc., or other non-public roads that provide 
access to parcels of land, or provide access for harvesting purposes (including turf or seaweed) 
for two or more persons.  There must be more than one landholder on an LIS road and the road 
must be open to the public.  

I recently announced the allocation of approximately €10 million for the scheme for 2018.  
The majority of County Councils have submitted lists of eligible roads which will undergo 
works in 2018 to my Department, and I have made these lists available on my Department’s 
website, www.drcd.gov.ie.  

It is the responsibility of the County Council to select the road projects that will receive 
LIS funding in line with the scheme criteria and the Memorandum governing the scheme.  The 
Memorandum does not preclude roads on Islands being selected by the County Council to re-
ceive funding.  

24/04/2018WRCC00500Charities Regulation

24/04/2018WRCC00600551. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the status of the operation of the Charities Regulatory Authority; the number of applicants 
awaiting registration; the average length of time a charity is waiting between submitting an ap-
plication and the issuing of a registered charity number; and the number of staff in the authority 
assigned to approving applications. [17852/18]

24/04/2018WRCC00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Section 39 
of the Charities Act 2009, provides the regulatory basis for organisations to register with the 
Charities Regulator.  In order to apply for charitable status an organisation must provide evi-
dence that it; 

- Operates in the Republic of Ireland

- Exists for a charitable purpose(s) as set out in the Charities Act 2009,

- Promotes this charitable purpose(s) only,

- Carries out all activities to further this charitable purpose,

- Exists to benefit the public or a section of the public in Ireland, or elsewhere, through its 
charitable purpose(s), and

- Is not an excluded body.

In the first quarter of 2018, 505 decisions to award charitable status were made by the Regu-
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lator. This compares with 1,757 for the whole of 2017.  

My Department is advised that the current average time for a decision from submission of 
all relevant information is approximately four to five months but can be less or more depend-
ing on the complexity of the application and the responsiveness of the applicant to any queries 
raised.  

At the end of March 2018 there were 826 complete applications awaiting decision – of these 
592 were with the applicant to respond to queries. 

I am advised that the Charities Regulator increased staffing in this area from three case of-
ficers to seven in the third quarter of 2017 with a corresponding increase in decisions made.  It 
is expected that this trend will increase in 2018 with the launch of a new digital platform, a sim-
plified application system for small community and voluntary organisations and the publication 
of further guidance which will assist applicants.  

24/04/2018WRCC00800Voluntary Sector Funding

24/04/2018WRCC00900552. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
funding will be provided for volunteer information services operating throughout the country 
that have been assisted by various partnership companies by way of funding in the past and in 
addition to the funding that is already provided for the volunteer centres; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17504/18]

24/04/2018WRCC01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment’s Community and Voluntary Supports and Programmes provide a cohesive framework of 
support for the community and voluntary sector.  €3.5m is being provided in 2018 under this 
programme to support 21 Volunteer Centres, 8 Volunteer Information Services and a number of 
volunteer-supporting organisations, such as Volunteer Ireland.  

Volunteer Information Services provide a valuable service in the promotion of volunteering 
in areas not covered by a Volunteer Centre.  They act as a catalyst to encourage volunteering 
and also act as a conduit to match suitable volunteers with host organisations.  While the aims of 
Volunteer Information Services are the same as Volunteer Centres, differences exist between the 
two.  These differences include the fact that Volunteer Information Services are hosted by other 
organisations (like Local Development Companies) and do not operate on a full time basis.  

Volunteer Centres, on the other hand, maintain their own premises, are responsible for their 
overheads, engage a minimum of at least two full time employees, facilitate a drop in service 
for potential volunteers and carry out a  host of functions associated with volunteering, for ex-
ample, training courses, seminars and coordinating volunteers at events.  

No additional funding is available for Volunteer Information Services in 2018.  However, 
my Department has commenced discussions with Volunteer Ireland and the Volunteer Informa-
tion Services to explore the possibility of upgrading these Volunteer Information Services to 
Volunteer Centres on a phased basis.  

24/04/2018WRCC01100Library Services

24/04/2018WRCC01200553. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the detail of the new strategy that is being prepared to be launched to promote and encourage 
increased use of libraries; the way it will impact on libraries in County Carlow; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [17589/18]

24/04/2018WRCC01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The new 
public library strategy for 2018 to 2022, Our Public Libraries 2022: Inspiring, Connecting and 
Empowering Communities, has been developed by my Department in partnership with local 
authorities and the Local Government Management Agency.  

The Strategy focuses on three thematic programmes - Reading and Literacy Development, 
Learning and Information, and Community and Culture.  These programmes will seek to build 
on progress under previous strategies and focus on strengthening relationships with local part-
ners to develop public libraries as essential multi-functional facilities accessible to all.  

The strategic programmes will be underpinned by six strategy enablers that reflect the ser-
vice elements to be developed under the Strategy.  These include inter alia, new and redevel-
oped library buildings, improved ICT capacity and continued service and resource development 
across all city and county library services, including County Carlow Library Service.  

The Strategy was approved by Government in April 2018 and I hope to formally launch it in 
the coming weeks.  Specific details of the Strategy will be announced as part of, and following, 
the launch.  

24/04/2018WRCC01400Local and Community Development Programme Expenditure

24/04/2018WRCC01500554. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount spent on the local development social inclusion programme and the local and com-
munity development programme by county in each of the years 2008 to 2010, in tabular form. 
[17873/18]

24/04/2018WRCC01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Development Social Inclusion Programme and the Community Development Programme were 
superseded by the Local Community Development Programme (LCDP) on 1 January 2010. 
The following table sets out the funding allocated to each County for the period 2008 to 2009.  

I would like to refer the Deputy to the reply to PQ11821/18 (Question No 907) of 20 March 
2018, which sets out the 2010 LCDP Funding in the requested format.  

County 2008 2009
Carlow €836,353 €752,456
Cavan €1,199,170 €1,100,920
Clare €1,620,560 €1,268,668
Cork €5,633,061 €4,961,168
Donegal €4,313,917 €3,091,432
Dublin €22,291,993 €19,883,180
Galway €4,683,052 €3,606,667
Kerry €3,755,574 €5,060,548
Kildare €1,630,364 €1,494,934
Kilkenny €937,453 €852,064
Laois €854,823 €788,411
Leitrim €1,195,801 €1,072,115
Limerick €4,329,117 €3,918,278
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County 2008 2009
Longford €1,062,601 €977,033
Louth €2,547,384 €2,218,911
Mayo €2,390,642 €2,066,799
Meath €669,780 €375,688
Monaghan €1,369,353 €1,227,796
Offaly €1,375,008 €1,219,211
Roscommon €1,200,102 €1,080,699
Sligo €1,153,965 €1,073,696
Tipperary €1,774,577 €1,476,529
Waterford €2,419,466 €2,196,795
Westmeath €1,678,939 €1,525,643
Wexford €3,341,667 €2,886,222
Wicklow €2,450,288 €2,275,990

24/04/2018WRCC01700Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRCC01800555. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the form, date and amount of all invoices issued to his Department by a company (details 
supplied) in each of the years 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17912/18]

24/04/2018WRCC01900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development was established on the 19th July 2017.  In that 
time there have been no invoices received by the Department from this company.

24/04/2018WRCC02000Citizens Information Board

24/04/2018WRCC02100556. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she has approved the allocation of funds voted by Dáil Éireann to the Citizens 
Information Board to be disbursed in furtherance of a policy (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [17661/18]

24/04/2018WRCC02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
2018 the Citizens Information Board (CIB) has been allocated €57.4 million from Exchequer 
funds to fund its activities and that of its service delivery partners, including the countrywide 
network of Citizens Information Services (CISs) and the Money Advice and Budgeting Ser-
vices (MABS).  Provision has been made in the 2018 allocation for the costs involved in the 
restructuring process referred to by the Deputy.  

The executive of CIB is in the process of implementing the decision of the Board to reor-
ganise the governance arrangements of the 93 individual local company boards, comprising 42 
CIS and 51 MABS companies, to a new regionally based 16 company model comprising 8 CIS 
and 8 MABS companies.  

The first phase of this process has seen the establishment of 6 new companies - 3 CIS and 3 
MABS, in North Leinster (comprising Longford, Louth, Meath, Westmeath and Kildare), South 
Munster (Cork and Kerry) and Dublin South.  

All staff, assets and liabilities of the 38 local companies involved in this phase have trans-
ferred to the 6 new companies.  There has been no change to service delivery points, no reduc-
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tion in staffing, nor has there been any diminution of services for clients.  

The remaining 55 companies will transfer into the 5 new CIS and 5 new MABS companies 
as they are established and it is envisaged that the next phase of transfer will be completed be-
fore the end of 2018.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

24/04/2018WRCC02300Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

24/04/2018WRCC02400557. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason a person (details supplied) in County Donegal has been advised of their ineli-
gibility for participation in an upcoming community employment scheme; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [17390/18]

24/04/2018WRCC02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): All 
Jobseekers on the live register must be capable of, available for, and actively seeking full time 
employment, they are also required to engage with the Department’s activation services whether 
the service is provided internally by an Intreo case officer or externally by one of the contracted 
providers e.g. JobPath providers and Local Employment Service providers.  The JobPath ser-
vice is one of a number of employment activation services provided for people who are long-
term unemployed to help them secure and sustain full-time paid employment.  Customers who 
have not been in full-time employment but are returning to a Jobseeker’s payment from other 
departmental employment schemes, for example Tús are also eligible for selection for JobPath.  

Where a jobseeker on the date of their referral to JobPath, has received an offer of a place-
ment on a Community Employment (CE) Scheme with a start date within 4 weeks of their date 
of referral, they will be facilitated to take up the placement if they wish.  The four week time 
frame may be extended if there is a delay due to Garda vetting requirements.  

As the person in question was selected for JobPath on the 17 March 2018 and his start date 
for a CE scheme was not within 4 weeks of the start date he is must participate on the JobPath 
programme and as such is currently ineligible to take up his placement on a CE scheme.  

I wish to take this opportunity to advise the Deputy that I have made changes to the eligibil-
ity criteria for CE/Tús and JobPath participants from 1 June 2018, whereby  a person can take 
up an opportunity under CE/Tús and participate on JobPath at the same time.

24/04/2018WRCC02600Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

24/04/2018WRCC02700558. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when an application will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [17409/18]

24/04/2018WRCC02800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): This domiciliary care allowance application has been finalised.  
The lady concerned was notified on 16 April 2018 that domiciliary care allowance has been 
awarded from 1 March 2018.  Arrears due for this period will issue with the first payment on 
15 May 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  
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24/04/2018WRCC02900Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

24/04/2018WRCC03000559. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when an application will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [17410/18]

24/04/2018WRCC03100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for Domiciliary Care Allowance was received from 
this lady on 15 February 2018.  Applications received during the first week of February 2018 
are currently being finalised.  The application will be considered by a deciding officer and the 
decision will be notified as soon as possible.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

24/04/2018WRCC03200Carer’s Allowance Applications

24/04/2018WRCC03300560. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when an application will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [17424/18]

24/04/2018WRCC03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.  

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
the 1 February 2018.  

Additional information was requested from the person concerned on 19 April 2018.  Once 
the information is received the application will be processed and he will be notified directly of 
the outcome.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

24/04/2018WRCC03500Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

24/04/2018WRCC03600561. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a person (details supplied) will receive unemployment assistance; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [17435/18]

24/04/2018WRCC03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Job-
seeker’s allowance (JA) is a means tested social protection scheme.  In the case of a couple, 
account is taken of the means of both members of the couple.  

Following participation on a Tús scheme the person concerned was re-assessed for a JA 
payment in December 2017.  His JA claim was disallowed, as his means (which had changed 
during the time he was participating on the Tús scheme) were deemed to be in excess of the 
weekly allowable means appropriate to his family size and circumstances.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has upheld the deciding officer’s decision on appeal.  
The person concerned has been notified in writing of this decision on 12 April 2018 and the 
reasons for the decision.  
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24/04/2018WRCC03800Household Benefits Scheme

24/04/2018WRCC03900562. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when an application will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [17437/18]

24/04/2018WRCC04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned was awarded the Household Benefits Package with effect from 1 February 
2018 and received written confirmation of same on 26 March 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

24/04/2018WRCC04100Widow’s Pension Applications

24/04/2018WRCC04200563. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when arrears for a person (details supplied) will be processed; and when they will receive same. 
[17442/18]

24/04/2018WRCC04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned was awarded a maximum rate widow(er)/survivors’ (contributory) pension 
with effect from 29 September 2017.  The first payment issued to the person’s nominated ac-
count in a financial institution on 6 April 2018.  All due arrears issued to the same account on 
20 April 2018.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

24/04/2018WRCC04400Guardian’s Payment

24/04/2018WRCC04500564. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of persons in receipt of the guardian’s payment (contributory), the guard-
ian’s payment (non-contributory) and the death benefit orphan’s pension awarded under the 
occupational injuries scheme, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17538/18]

24/04/2018WRCC04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): On 
average, 2,359 payments were made to recipients of these schemes in each week of the month 
of March. A breakdown of this number by scheme is detailed in the following tabular statement.

Average number of weekly payments to recipients of Guardian’s payment (contributory), 
Guardian’s payment (non-contributory) and Death benefit/Orphan’s Pension during March 
2018

Scheme Average number of weekly payments
Guardian’s payment (contributory) 1,102
Guardian’s payment (non-contributory) 536
Death benefit/Orphan’s Pension 721
Total 2,359

24/04/2018WRCC04700Departmental Schemes
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24/04/2018WRCC04800565. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the supports, monetary or otherwise, made available by her Department to orphans or those 
who are caring for orphans; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17539/18]

24/04/2018WRCC04900566. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she or her predecessor met with the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs and-or the 
Minister for Health to discuss the way in which orphans and those caring for orphans could be 
better supported; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17540/18]

24/04/2018WRCC05000567. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if her Department has conducted a review since March 2011 of the way in which it could 
better support orphans and those caring for orphans; if not, her plans for such a review; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [17541/18]

24/04/2018WRCC05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 565 to 567, inclusive, together.   

One of the many roles of my Department is to provide income support to families with 
children in the State.  Where a child is being cared for by someone other than their parents, the 
person looking after the child may apply for a guardian’s payment.  The purpose of the guard-
ian’s payment scheme is to provide income support in respect of those children whose parents 
are unable to provide for them, through death or other circumstance.  

Currently, there are around 1,600 people receiving guardian’s payments in respect of ap-
proximately 2,300 children.  Expenditure on guardian’s payments schemes (contributory and 
non-contributory) was €19.7 million in 2017.  A budget increase of €5 per week per orphan, 
implemented from March 2018, brings the weekly rate to €181 per orphan; the highest rate of 
weekly child income support paid by my Department.  

My Department has a number of payments available to assist families with children, includ-
ing – 

- Child  Benefit, a universal payment made in respect of children aged under 18, payable 
monthly at the rate of €140 per child; 

- Family Income Supplement, a means-tested payment income support for families where 
one or more adult is working. (Importantly, when establishing family means for the purpose of 
family income supplement, any payments received in respect of guardian’s payment or child 
benefit are disregarded); 

- Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance, an annual payment to eligible families 
to assist with the extra costs when children start school each autumn.  The allowance is paid 
at the rate of €125 for children aged 4 to 11 and €250 for children aged 12 or over attending 
secondary school.  Any payments received in respect of guardian’s payment or child benefit are 
disregarded in determining household income for eligibility purposes; and 

- Supplementary Welfare Allowance which includes payments to help meet essential, once-
off, exceptional expenditure, which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet out of 
their weekly income.  

While the aim of Guardian’s Payments is to meet income support needs, it is acknowledged 
that the supports required by some orphans and guardians may extend beyond that of income 
support and additional family support services may be required.  Under the National Policy 
Framework for Children and Young People, “National Policy Framework for Children and 
Young People, 2014-2020 – Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures”, responsibility for supporting 
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and promoting the development, welfare and protection of children and the provision of family 
support services lies with Tusla, the Child and Family Agency.  

The Guardian’s Payments scheme was last reviewed in 2011 and there are no plans to con-
duct a further review at this time.  Although neither my predecessor nor I have formally met 
with the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs or the Minister for Health on the matter to date, 
the feasibility of extending further (non-financial) supports to those in receipt of Guardian’s 
payment is under consideration by officials of my Department and the Department of Children 
& Youth Affairs.  

I hope this clarifies these matters for the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRCC05400Carer’s Allowance Applications

24/04/2018WRCC05500568. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the need to progress an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) 
in view of exceptional circumstances will be examined; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [17543/18]

24/04/2018WRCC05600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.  

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 20 July 2017.  

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care.  

The person concerned was notified on 7 November 2017 of this decision the reason for it 
and her right of review and appeal.  

My Department were notified on 4 December 2017 that the person concerned had appealed 
this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  At this stage a different deciding 
officer (DO) reviewed the original decision in full.  The outcome of this review was that the 
original decision was confirmed.  Accordingly, a submission in support of the decision was for-
warded on 19 April 2018, along with the file to the SWAO for determination.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

24/04/2018WRDD00200JobPath Programme

24/04/2018WRDD00300569. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her views on a matter regarding lollipop persons signing up with the JobPath scheme (de-
tails supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17556/18]

24/04/2018WRDD00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department provides a range of activation supports catering for long-term unemployed job-
seekers and those most distant from the labour market to secure and sustain full-time paid em-
ployment. These supports include the JobPath service. 
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Certain groups of people are excluded from referral to JobPath, one such group being Edu-
cation Sector Workers.

As a lollipop person the customer in question is an Education Sector Worker, however, due 
to a clerical error they were referred for activation support to JobPath but the person in question 
has been withdrawn with immediate effect.  My officials have advised that their claim is now 
correctly categorised which will ensure that they is not selected again for referral to JobPath 
during periods of unemployment. 

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

24/04/2018WRDD00500Parental Leave

24/04/2018WRDD00600570. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the cost of providing two weeks paid parental leave as recently proposed by her Department; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17627/18]

24/04/2018WRDD00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Programme for Partnership Government commits the Government to increase paid parental 
leave in the first year of a child’s life.  An inter-departmental working group, chaired by the 
Department of Justice and Equality, has been established to examine options for delivering on 
this commitment.  It is expected that the working group will report next month.

Paid parental leave including maternity benefit and paternity benefit are paid by my Depart-
ment and are based on payment of PRSI contributions while working.  The current entitlement 
to paid maternity leave is 26 weeks and the current entitlement to paid paternity leave is 2 
weeks.  The 2018 Estimates for my Department provide for expenditure of approximately €264 
million on maternity benefit and €16 million on paternity benefit.       

The estimated cost of providing an additional 2 weeks of paid maternity leave is approxi-
mately €19.2 million and an additional 2 weeks of paid paternity leave is approximately €10.4 
million.  The total cost of providing an additional 2 weeks of paid parental leave for both par-
ents is approximately €29.6m.  These estimates are based on the cost for a full year and assume 
that any increase in duration is implemented from the beginning of the year.

This costing is subject to change in the context of emerging trends and associated revision 
of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2018.  It should also be noted that there are additional 
costs to the Exchequer as these estimates do not include the costs of salary top-ups for public/
civil servants. 

24/04/2018WRDD00800Public Services Card

24/04/2018WRDD00900571. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason agencies which refuse to accept the public services card as personal identifi-
cation will accept a passport which cannot be obtained without the applicant producing a card 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17632/18]

24/04/2018WRDD01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
SAFE Level 2 (SAFE2) registration allows a person to verify their identity once not just for ac-
cess to services provided by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection but 
also for an increasing number of public services provided by other State agencies – for example 
the Passport office.  Once a person is registered to SAFE2 they can be issued with a Public 



Questions - Written Answers

256

Services Card (PSC). 

While it is a matter for each public service provider to determine the appropriate level of 
identity verification required for each of its services, it is Government policy that SAFE 2 reg-
istration is required for access to services that need substantial proof of a person’s identity.

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform recently published the eGovernment 
Strategy 2017 – 2020 which lists a number of public services for which SAFE 2 registration 
will be required.  Others are likely to be listed in the future.  The transition plans, including 
communications, will be developed by the Departments/agencies concerned working with the 
Office of the Government Chief Information Officer (OGCIO) in the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform.

At present, a Public Services Card (PSC) cannot be requested by any public or private body 
or person not included as a specified body in Schedule 5 of the Social Welfare Consolidation 
Act 2005 (as amended).  The PSC can only be used by public bodies specified in the legislation 
in the context of conducting a public transaction with the person concerned.  At this time there 
are no immediate plans to expand the range of specified bodies.  Any increase in the number of 
specified bodies would have to be provided for in legislation and consequently would have to 
undergo Oireachtas scrutiny prior to enactment. 

However, one of the provisions set out in Section 5 of the Social Welfare, Pensions, and 
Civil Registration Bill 2017 would, if enacted, enable customers to volunteer their PSC where 
they wish to use it as a form of proof of identity and/or age.  However, it is important to note 
that a non-specified body could not request or demand the production of a PSC. 

The proposed legislation would not change the number of specified bodies that can request 
the PSC.  It would simply give individuals the option to use their PSC if they wished, as proof 
of identity and/or age, in transactions with non-specified bodies.

As the law currently stands, even if a card holder volunteers their PSC, a non-Specified 
Body such as a private sector organisation would be committing an offence by accepting it.  
Customer feedback is that they should be allowed to volunteer the card to non-Specified Bodies 
if it suits them to do so, for the purposes of ID verification such as when signing up to a utility 
company contract or opening an account with a financial institution.  Customers often report 
that private companies insist on a State-issued photographic ID such as a Passport or Driver’s 
License which they might not have and which are costly.  In contrast, the PSC is free of charge.  
Furthermore, and for the sake of absolute clarity - this proposal in no way allows a private sec-
tor body to access the customer data on the card chip or on any government database - simply 
to view/accept the card as a form of identity and to stop it being an offence for them to accept 
it.  This measure would be beneficial to holders of the PSC, most especially those who do not 
hold a driving licence or a passport.  

Additionally, this alternative approach would give power to the individual to control access 
to and use of their PSC rather than the organisation that they are dealing with.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRDD01100State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

24/04/2018WRDD01200572. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if stamps earned in the UK for the purpose of a pension can be transferred to Ireland 
for the purpose of a review for a higher entitlement to State pension, contributory, in the case of 
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a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17803/18]

24/04/2018WRDD01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is in receipt of a reduced state pension (contributory) under EU regulations 
with effect from their 66th birthday, based on their combined Irish full-rate and modified con-
tributions together with their UK contributions.  The person concerned has also been awarded 
a reduced state pension (transition) from their 65th birthday until the date they reached age 66, 
based on the same social insurance record. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRDD01400Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Eligibility

24/04/2018WRDD01500573. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a partial capacity payment will be awarded to a person (details supplied) following a review 
of the case and medical evidence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17854/18]

24/04/2018WRDD01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Par-
tial Capacity Benefit (PCB) allows a person who has been in receipt of Illness Benefit for six 
months and who may not have full capacity for work, to return to employment and continue to 
receive a partial or full payment from my Department.  An Illness Benefit customer who ap-
plies for PCB will, in the first instance, be assessed by a Medical Assessor who will review the 
restriction, if any, on their capacity for work.  A person assessed with a moderate level of work 
incapacity will receive 50% of their current payment, a person assessed with a severe level will 
receive 75% of their payment and a person assessed with a profound level will get full payment.

The person concerned currently has a claim for Illness Benefit and made an application for 
PCB and was assessed as moderate by a Medical Assessor. 

A request for review was received on 2 April 2018. A new assessment is being arranged ur-
gently and a decision will be made on the case as quickly as possible. Following receipt of the 
medical decision, the person concerned will be notified of the position. 

If there is no change in the assessment, the person concerned has the right to appeal the deci-
sion to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office. 

Every effort is being made to expedite the matter.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRDD01700Labour Activation Programmes

24/04/2018WRDD01800574. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a person has a right to refuse a place on JobPath in favour of a place on a community 
employment scheme; if there is an impediment that prevents a person from deciding to opt for 
a community employment scheme over a place on JobPath; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [17860/18]

24/04/2018WRDD01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
primary goal of my Department’s activation services is to move people from full time and part 
time unemployment to full-time and sustained employment.  A jobseeker who already has an 
offer of a placement on a Community Employment Scheme (CE) or Tús when they are referred 
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to the JobPath service will be facilitated to take up the offer.

I also announced last week that customers of my Department who are currently engaged 
with the JobPath service and those who may be referred in future will from 1 June have the op-
tion of applying for CE and Tús placement while continuing to engage with JobPath.  This will 
ensure that jobseekers can benefit from the job-seeking support of JobPath while also availing 
of a part-time work placement provided by Tús, or a quality training and development opportu-
nity provided by a CE scheme  .  

This change announced last week combines the strengths of the two programmes - by en-
abling those who are on JobPath to also avail of a Tús or CE placements, jobseekers can ben-
efit from the jobseeking support of JobPath while also availing of a part-time work placement 
provided by Tús, or a quality training and development opportunity provided by a CE scheme.

This will have a number of benefits both for the vital services provided at a local level by 
participants on CE and Tús programmes and directly for the Department’s customers.  

From a labour market activation policy perspective the implementation of this option is 
timely given the significant improvement in the labour market and the requirement to ensure 
that those people who are long-term unemployed continue to be case-managed having com-
menced on a labour market activation programme such as CE/ Tús. 

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

24/04/2018WRDD02000National Reform Programme

24/04/2018WRDD02100575. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the role her Department has in outlining progress on social inclusion under the National 
Reform Programme 2017. [17684/18]

24/04/2018WRDD02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is responsible for the management and monitoring of the National Action Plan 
for Social Inclusion 2007-2016 (NAPinclusion) and the update which covers the period 2015-
2017.  The Plan identifies a wide range of targeted actions and interventions to achieve the 
overall objective of reducing consistent poverty.  

The headline target, Ireland’s National Social Target for Poverty Reduction (NSTPR) is to 
reduce the number of people in consistent poverty to 4% by 2016 (interim target) and to 2% 
or less by 2020, from the 2010 baseline rate of 6.3%.  In addition, the Irish contribution to the 
Europe 2020 poverty target is to reduce by a minimum of 200,000 the population in ‘com-
bined poverty’ (i.e. consistent poverty, at-risk-of-poverty or basic deprivation) between 2010 
and 2020. My Department is currently reviewing NAPinclusion, with a view to developing an 
updated plan for future periods.  As part of this update, my Department is also reviewing the 
national social target for poverty reduction.  This review is being undertaken in consultation 
with relevant stakeholders.

Under NAPinclusion, my Department engages in a number of activities to monitor progress 
on social inclusion and poverty reduction.  These include ongoing monitoring through the bien-
nial Social Inclusion Report and the annual Social Inclusion Monitor, and engagement in stake-
holder consultation with the community and voluntary sector and people experiencing poverty 
and social exclusion at the annual Social Inclusion Forum.  

Data from the CSO Survey on Income and Living Conditions (SILC), which forms the basis 
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for reporting in the Social Inclusion Monitor, indicate that consistent poverty rose sharply after 
2010, to a peak of 9.1% in 2013.  The latest SILC 2016 data, released by the CSO in December 
2017, indicate that this had reduced to 8.3%.  A reduction of 6 percentage points would there-
fore now be required to meet the 2020 poverty target.  The rate of combined poverty fell from 
33.7% in 2015 (and from a peak of 38% in 2013) to 29.2% in 2016.  

The National Reform Programme (NRP) forms part of Ireland’s involvement in the Euro-
pean Semester process. It reports on a wide range of targeted policies and strategies in place 
to address the main challenges and imbalances Ireland faces including those identified in the 
annual Country Report published by the European Commission and Ireland’s country specific 
recommendations (covering public finances; public investment and labour market participation; 
and sustainable resolution of non-performing loans).  The NRP also reports on progress towards 
meeting the targets for poverty reduction.  This reporting draws on the ongoing monitoring ac-
tivities for NAPinclusion described above.

24/04/2018WRDD02300Property Tax Exemptions

24/04/2018WRDD02400576. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans for an exemption or a reduction in the household charge for family carers; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [17870/18]

24/04/2018WRDD02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Policy with regard to the household charge is primarily the responsibility of the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government. 

In 2012, a Household Charge of €100 was charged on residential property in order to fund 
local services. This charge was an interim measure. It was separate from, and in addition to, the 
Non-Principal Private Residence (NPPR) charge. 

The Local Property Tax (LPT) was introduced in 2013 and replaced the Household Charge. 
It is collected by the Revenue Commissioners.

My Department provides a range of income supports for carers including carer’s allowance. 
Recipients of carer’s allowance may also qualify for free household benefits (if they are living 
with the person they are caring for) and a free travel pass.

There are two allowances in the household benefits package the electricity or gas allowance 
and the free television licence.

Carers who are in receipt of carer’s allowance, carer’s benefit or domiciliary care allowance 
on the first Thursday in June, automatically receive the non means tested carer’s support grant 
of €1,700. Other carers who are providing full-time care and attention to a recipient of care may 
also apply for the grant.

24/04/2018WRDD02600Respite Care Grant Data

24/04/2018WRDD02700577. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons in receipt of the respite care grant and carer’s allowance; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [17872/18]

24/04/2018WRDD02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): At 
the end of March there were 76,097 persons in receipt of a carer’s allowance payment.
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The carer’s support grant (formerly the respite care grant) is paid annually on the first Tues-
day in June.  Some 113,500 such payments were made in 2017.

24/04/2018WRDD02900Jobs Initiative

24/04/2018WRDD03000578. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if there was an increase in line with the social welfare increases in budget 2018 for persons 
in receipt of social welfare on the job initiative scheme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [17883/18]

24/04/2018WRDD03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
part of Budget 2018 my Department increased the grant aid to Job Initiative participants by €10 
per week, effective from 26 March 2018.  This brings the participants personal payment rate to 
€441.00 per week. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRDD03200Pension Provisions

24/04/2018WRDD03300579. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the estimated cost in 2019 of increasing the State pension, non-contributory, top rate to the State 
pension, contributory, top rate including pro rata increases for qualified adults.  [17886/18]

24/04/2018WRDD03400580. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the estimated cost in 2021, 2028 and 2046 of increasing the State pension, non-contributory, top 
rate to the State pension, contributory, top rate including pro rata increases for qualified adults.  
[17887/18]

24/04/2018WRDD03500581. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the estimated additional cost of providing a pension payment of €243.30 to each recipient of a 
State pension payment including those who receive a qualified adult payment in cases in which 
the primary payment is a State pension. [17888/18]

24/04/2018WRDD03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 579 to 581, inclusive, together.

The cost of increasing the State Pension Non Contributory to the maximum rate of the State 
Pension Contributory is estimated to be €57 million in 2019.

With regard to the costs in 2021, 2028 and 2046, it is not possible to provide costs for these 
years as specified by the Deputy as the number of recipients of the State Pension Non-Con-
tributory and the rates of payment for both State Pension Non Contributory and State Pension 
Contributory cannot be known or estimated at this stage. Without these figures, it is not possible 
to provide an estimated cost.

The additional cost of providing a payment of €243.30 to each recipient of a State pension 
payment, including those in receipt of a reduced rate of payment as well as those in receipt 
of a qualified adult payment, is estimated to be €540 million in 2019.  This costing includes 
increases in the reduced rates of State Pension Contributory and Widows, Widower’s or Sur-
viving Civil Partner’s Contributory Pension as well as the weekly rate of €232.00 payable to 
recipients of State Pension Non Contributory. 
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The costs shown above are on a full year basis and are based on the estimated number of 
recipients in 2018.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context 
of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2019.  
It should also be noted that all of these costings include proportionate increases for qualified 
adults and for those on reduced rates of payment, where relevant.  

24/04/2018WRDD03900Pension Provisions

24/04/2018WRDD04000582. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the individual costs for all State pension payments in 2019 on a no-policy-change basis. 
[17889/18]

24/04/2018WRDD04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
following table provides an early estimate of the additional costs of each State Pension scheme 
in 2019 over that published in the 2018 Revised Estimates on a no policy change basis.  These 
estimates will change over the coming months as a more detailed analysis of trends is carried 
out in the run up to 2019 Budget in October 2018.

- 2018 REV estimate 2019 estimate on 
a no policy change 
basis

Difference

State Pension (Non-
Contributory)

€996.8m €1,006.8m +€10m

State Pension (Contribu-
tory)

€5,086.5m €5,266.5m +€180m

Widow(er)s’ and Sur-
viving Civil Partners’ 
(Contributory)

€1,478.8m €1,488.8m +€10m

Widow(er)s’ and Sur-
viving Civil Partners’ 
(Death Benefit)

€9.3m €9.3m No change

Total pensions €7,571.4m €7,771.4m +€200m

24/04/2018WRDD04200State Pension (Non-Contributory)

24/04/2018WRDD04300583. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the difference between the State pension, non-contributory, payment rate and the latest mini-
mum income standards as indicated by an organisation (details supplied). [17890/18]

24/04/2018WRDD04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice (VPSJ) developed a model of a minimum income 
standard (MIS).  The MIS is defined by the VPSJ as “the gross income a household needs in 
order to reach their minimum essential standard of living”. 

The VPSJ’s Minimum Essential Standard of Living 2017 (MESL) is derived from a negoti-
ated consensus, based on focus groups with representative households, and discussions with 
policy-makers and experts.  According to the VPSJ, it is a standard of living which meets an 
individual’s / household’s physical, psychological and social needs, calculated by identifying 
the goods and services required by different household types in order to meet these minimum 
needs.  The costs incorporate factors such as food, clothing, personal care, health, household 
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goods, household services, communications, social inclusion, education, fuel, transport, per-
sonal costs, insurance, savings and contingencies.

It should be noted that the MESL for welfare households assumes that households are eli-
gible for a medical card, and as such, health and insurance costs are reduced accordingly, al-
though the cost of over-the-counter medicines and prescription charges remain.  The model for 
pensioners assumes that the pensioners have the Free Travel pass and the Household Benefits 
package.  

The Minimum Income figures from the Minimum Essential Standard of Living 2017 (the 
latest publication available) finds that social welfare pensioners in urban areas have adequate 
levels of income.  This is the case for contributory and non-contributory pensioners, living 
alone and in a couple (Appendix 6A).

For social welfare pensioners living in rural areas, the VPSJ finds adequate income levels 
for non-contributory and contributory pensioner couples.  However, it reports inadequate in-
come levels for social welfare pensioners living alone (Appendix 7A).  Excluding housing costs 
(as housing supplements are separate to weekly social welfare payments), the weekly income 
gap is reported at €32.65 for non-contributory pensioners living alone.

It should be noted that, in Budget 2018, I announced a number of improvements for pen-
sioners.  The maximum weekly rate of the State Pension Non-Contributory (SPNC) increased 
by €5 per week in March, from €227 per week to €232 per week.  The fuel allowance season 
was extended by one week, from 26 to 27 weeks.  A Christmas Bonus of 85% was also paid in 
late 2017 – for a person on the maximum rate of SPNC, this was a payment of €193.

I am also introducing a new telephone support allowance of €2.50 per week, which is di-
rectly targeted at people in these circumstances.  Payment of this allowance will commence in 
June and will be paid automatically to those who are in receipt of both the living alone increase 
and fuel allowance, i.e., pensioners and people with disabilities of limited means.

Accordingly, since the publication of the report, Budget improvements have likely reduced 
the identified gap.  I look forward to the 2018 Minimum Essential Standard of Living report, 
which is due to be published in the coming months.

24/04/2018WRDD04500Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRDD04600584. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the form, date and amount of all invoices issued to her Department by a company 
(details supplied) in each of the years 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17905/18]

24/04/2018WRDD04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
There were no payments made by my Department to Heneghan PR in each of the years 2007 
to 2017.

24/04/2018WRDD04800Carer’s Allowance Waiting Times

24/04/2018WRDD04900585. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to hire extra staff to alleviate the 17-week waiting time for the processing of 
carer’s allowance applications; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17936/18]

24/04/2018WRDD05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
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Like all Government departments and agencies, my Department is required to operate within a 
staff ceiling figure and a commensurate administrative staffing budget, which for this Depart-
ment has involved reductions in staff. 

The staffing needs for all areas within the Department are continuously reviewed, taking ac-
count of workloads, management priorities and the ongoing need to respond to new increasing 
demands in a wide range of services. This is to ensure that the best use is made of all available 
resources with a view to providing an efficient service to those who rely on the schemes oper-
ated by the Department.

At the end of March 2018 there were 77.96 full time equivalents (80 people) working in the 
Carer’s Allowance section. In March 2017 there were 73.50 full time equivalents (77 people) 
working in the section. 

My Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers. This in-
cludes ensuring that applications are processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as 
quickly as possible. 

Before a decision can be made on entitlement to carer’s allowance, evidence must be pro-
vided in respect of the care recipient’s care requirement, the level of care the carer provides 
and the carer’s means. In general, social welfare schemes with a number of complex qualifying 
conditions can take longer to process. This is compounded if the documentary evidence pro-
vided at initial application stage is incomplete or insufficient; this is often the case with carer’s 
allowance applications. 

At the end of March 2018, the average waiting time for new carer’s allowance (CA) ap-
plications was 19 weeks with 5,591 CA applications awaiting decision. The volume of CA ap-
plications on hands are also a consequence of a continued increased intake of claims with the 
number of applications for CA in 2017 26% higher than in 2015. 

A redesigned application form will be published shortly; this new form will allow carers to 
provide more information on the type and level of care they provide, with an aim to providing 
Deciding Officers with the information they need to expedite decisions on entitlement.

My Department is constantly reviewing the staffing needs and the processes involved in 
Carer’s Allowance, to improve the service available to customers availing of this scheme.

24/04/2018WRDD05100Illness Benefit Payments

24/04/2018WRDD05200586. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the illness benefit payment for a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [17938/18]

24/04/2018WRDD05300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ill-
ness Benefit is a payment for people who cannot work due to illness and who satisfy the pay-
related social insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.  For illness benefit claims made in 
2018, the governing PRSI contribution year is 2016.

The rate of payment depends on the person’s level of earnings in the governing contribu-
tion year. Where the average weekly earnings are €300 or more, the personal rate of payment is 
€198.00.  A graduated rate applies where the average weekly earnings are less than €300.

The person concerned made a claim for illness benefit which was registered in my Depart-
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ment on 22 January 2018. Based on their earnings in the governing year 2016, the person con-
cerned qualified for a graduated rate of illness benefit of  €127.80. 

Supplementary Welfare Allowance is payable where a person’s means are insufficient to 
meet their needs. Application may be made to the Community Welfare Services at the local 
Intreo Centre.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/04/2018WRDD05400Departmental Reviews

24/04/2018WRDD05500587. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection the status of the review of entitlements for seasonal and part-time workers 
(details supplied); the proposals from the review which she is considering in the context of the 
2019 budget; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17958/18]

24/04/2018WRDD05600588. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection if the review conducted by her Department of the rights and entitlements of sea-
sonal and part-time workers committed to on 24 November 2016 will be provided. [17959/18]

24/04/2018WRDD05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 587 and 588 together.

My Department’s main social welfare schemes for people who are unemployed are the job-
seeker’s allowance and the jobseekers benefit schemes. Both schemes provide significant sup-
port to individuals so that they can work up to 3 days a week and still retain access to a reduced 
jobseeker’s payment.  The 2018 Estimates for my Department provide for expenditure this year 
on the jobseeker’s schemes of €2.17 billion.

An Taoiseach, in his previous role as Minister for Social Protection, gave a commitment at 
Dáil report stage of the Social Welfare Bill 2016 that he would ask officials to examine the is-
sue of jobseeker’s benefit and the treatment of part-time and seasonal workers, including those 
categorised as having a subsidiary employment.  My Department has completed a report on 
jobseekers benefit and the treatment of seasonal and part time workers which I am examining.  

On 7th December 2017, I published the Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2017 
The Bill delivers on the commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government to tackle 
the problems caused by the increased casualisation of work and strengthen the regulation of 
precarious work.  The Bill completed Second Stage in the Dáil on 15th February 2018 and 
Committee Stage is scheduled for 17th May next.

This very important piece of legislation will improve the security and predictability of work-
ing hours for employees on insecure contracts and those working variable hours in all sectors 
of employment.

My Department is currently collating data on jobseekers benefit recipients in subsidiary 
employment. We will have 12 months of data gathered by May 2018 at which point I will be in 
a better position to make an informed decision on this issue. 

I intend to submit the report on jobseekers benefit and the treatment of seasonal and part 
time workers to the Joint Oireachtas Committee. The report will be published subsequently and 
will be made available to all members.  
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24/04/2018WREE00300Disability Allowance Appeals

24/04/2018WREE00400589. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when an appeal payment will issue to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [17962/18]

24/04/2018WREE00500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Based on the evidence supplied in support of their application 
for disability allowance (DA), this person’s application was disallowed on the grounds that the 
medical qualifying condition was not satisfied.  They were notified in writing of this decision 
on 27 June 2017. 

The person concerned requested an appeal of the decision and submitted additional medical 
evidence for consideration.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office decided, based on this addi-
tional evidence, that the medical qualifying condition was satisfied. 

DA is a means-tested payment.  As there was a change in circumstance, this lady’s file was 
forwarded to her local Social Welfare Inspector (SWI).  The SWI will arrange to meet with the 
person in question as soon as possible.

A decision on her entitlement to DA will be made on receipt of the Social Welfare Inspec-
tor’s report and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/04/2018WREE00600Social Welfare Offices

24/04/2018WREE00700590. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of new contracts for social welfare office branch managers; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [18038/18]

24/04/2018WREE00800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department currently has 58 Branch Offices at various locations throughout the country.  Each 
Branch Office is operated and managed, under a contract for services, by a Branch Manager 
who is required to act as an agent for the Department in the area served by the office.  Branch 
Office managers operate on a contract for service and are independent contractors.

Services are provided through the Branch Offices network in areas which are not directly 
served by a Department operated Intreo centre.  The Department wishes to ensure that the ser-
vices provided by the Department’s Intreo Centres and Branch Offices are aligned so that all 
customers nationwide are provided with broadly similar services.

On foot of this, officials from my Department engaged in discussions with the Branch Man-
agers Association (BMA), a representative group of Branch Managers who presented the views 
of its members under the chairmanship of an agreed facilitator regarding the Department’s pro-
posals for a new service delivery model.  

Talks between the Department and the BMA concluded on 29th March.  Non-binding rec-
ommendations were issued by the facilitator to both parties on 4th April and I am happy to 
report that both sides have agreed to accept these recommendations. 

These recommendations, together with previous recommendations from the facilitator in 
December 2017 on the revised remuneration model, provide a framework within which Branch 
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Office services will be delivered on behalf of the Department by Branch Managers.

It considered that the new service delivery model for Branch Offices can be achieved under 
the current contract arrangements with Branch Managers and that there is therefore no require-
ment to conclude new contracts with existing branch managers. 

Letters to each individual Branch Manager are currently being drafted by my officials out-
lining the proposed remuneration and service delivery proposals and will be issued shortly.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/04/2018WREE00900Public Services Card

24/04/2018WREE01000591. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to make the public services card available to be used as identification with the 
Central Bank; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18098/18]

24/04/2018WREE01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): At 
present, a Public Services Card (PSC) cannot be requested by any public or private body or 
person not included as a specified body in Schedule 5 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 
2005 (as amended).  The Central Bank is not prescribed as a Specified Body under Schedule 5 
of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, so therefore cannot ask for or accept the Public 
Services Card as a proof of identification.  The PSC can only be used by public bodies specified 
in the legislation in the context of conducting a public transaction with the person concerned.  
At this time there are no immediate plans to expand the range of specified bodies.  Any increase 
in the number of specified bodies would have to be provided for in legislation and consequently 
would have to undergo Oireachtas scrutiny prior to enactment. 

However, one of the provisions set out in Section 5 of the Social Welfare, Pensions, and 
Civil Registration Bill 2017 would, if enacted, enable customers to volunteer their PSC where 
they wish to use it as a form of proof of identity and/or age.  However, it is important to note 
that a non-specified body could not request or demand the production of a PSC. 

The proposed legislation would not change the number of specified bodies that can request 
the PSC.  It would simply give individuals the option to use their PSC if they wished, as proof 
of identity and/or age, in transactions with non-specified bodies.

As the law currently stands, even if a card holder volunteers their PSC, a non-Specified 
Body such as a private sector organisation would be committing an offence by accepting it.  
Customer feedback is that they should be allowed to volunteer the card to non-Specified Bodies 
if it suits them to do so, for the purposes of ID verification such as when signing up to a utility 
company contract or opening an account with a financial institution.  Customers often report 
that private companies insist on a State-issued photographic ID such as a Passport or Driver’s 
License which they might not have and which are costly.  In contrast, the PSC is free of charge.   
Furthermore, and for the sake of absolute clarity - this proposal in no way allows a private sec-
tor body to access the customer data on the card chip or on any government database - simply 
to view/accept the card as a form of identity and to stop it being an offence for them to accept 
it.  This measure would be beneficial to holders of the PSC, most especially those who do not 
hold a driving licence or a passport.  

Additionally, this alternative approach would give power to the individual to control access 
to and use of their PSC rather than the organisation that they are dealing with.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/04/2018WREE01200Wastewater Treatment

24/04/2018WREE01300592. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount in fines levied against Ireland for breach of the urban wastewater treatment 
directive. [17417/18]

24/04/2018WREE01400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive mandates EU member states to collect and treat 
urban waste water in towns and cities to protect public health and avoid pollution of rivers, 
lakes and coastal waters.  Member states had until the end of December 2000 to ensure appro-
priate treatment for large agglomerations (with a population equivalent of more than 15,000), 
and until the end of December 2005 for agglomerations with a population equivalent of more 
than 2,000 which discharge to freshwaters and estuaries.  

To date, no fines have been levied against Ireland for breach of the Urban Waste Water 
Treatment Directive.

24/04/2018WREE01500Property Registration Authority

24/04/2018WREE01600593. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he will examine the delays in the land registry system (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17664/18]

24/04/2018WREE01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Property Registration Authority (PRA) is the State organisation responsible for the regis-
tration of property transactions in Ireland.  The PRA manages and controls the Land Registry 
and the Registry of Deeds and has a current staff complement of 504 full time equivalents.  The 
PRA expects to complete in excess of 220,000 Land Registry transactions in 2018. 

There is considerable variation in the length of time taken to complete a case.  Factors that 
may impact on the completion times include investigation of title requirements, the complete-
ness of the documentation presented, the need to raise additional queries and mapping require-
ments.  Applications submitted to the PRA that are fully in order for registration and that do not 
result in the raising of queries are dealt with in a timely and efficient manner.  Figures available 
in respect of Land Registry applications for 2017 show that 63% of applications lodged, in or-
der for registration and not requiring any changes to the map, are completed within 10 working 
days or less.

The process in respect of all applications to the PRA is subject to ongoing business process 
improvement review to ensure that it is undertaken as efficiently as possible.  I am further ad-
vised that the PRA continues to expedite urgent cases on request.

24/04/2018WREE01800Approved Housing Bodies

24/04/2018WREE01900594. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the proposed working group examining the impact of the EUROSTAT reclassification of 
tier 3 AHBs to become part of the local government subsector has been established and met; his 
plans to engage with the AHB sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17858/18]
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24/04/2018WREE02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
As the Deputy will be aware, last week the Minister for Finance published the Draft Stability 
Programme Update for 2018. This included an analysis of the financial impact of the Eurostat 
decision to reclassify Tier 3 Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) as part of the local government 
sector. This was an important first step in the Government’s assessment as to the impact of the 
Eurostat decision.

Following the completion of this analysis, which has defined the scope of the financial im-
plications of this decision for the Exchequer, officials from my Department will be engaging 
closely with my colleague, Minister Donohue’s Departments to ensure that AHBs can continue 
to fulfil their full potential in the delivery of the targets set out in the Rebuilding Ireland Action 
Plan.

I expect a further meeting of officials from the three Departments to take place in the com-
ing weeks.  Discussions with representatives of the AHB sector will also continue on this and 
other matters related to the ongoing delivery of new homes within the Government’s housing 
programmes.

As I have previously noted, the Government still sees a central role for the voluntary hous-
ing sector in contributing to delivery of social housing under Rebuilding Ireland. It intends to 
press ahead with the ambitious plans to use all mechanisms and schemes, including through the 
AHB sector, to ensure that we maintain our planned momentum towards meeting the 50,000 
social housing target.

24/04/2018WREE02100Building Regulations

24/04/2018WREE02200595. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he is satisfied that 67% of all new housing being built has fossil fuel-based heating 
systems; and the measures he will take to reduce this in view of the Paris climate commitments. 
[18101/18]

24/04/2018WREE02300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 sets 
out the national objective of transitioning to a low carbon, climate resilient and environmentally 
sustainable economy in the period up to 2050.  It requires the publication of a national low car-
bon transition and mitigation plan every five years and my Department is required to identify 
and develop sectoral mitigation measures for the built environment. 

Ireland’s National Mitigation Plan published in 2017 takes account of measures to be imple-
mented in the buildings sector required to meet the EU’s energy related targets.  These measures 
take into account European and International climate change targets, including the Paris climate 
commitments referred to.  

My Department has lead responsibility for implementing the EU Energy Performance of 
Buildings Directive.  This Directive sets the requirements at an EU level for Member States 
to improve the energy performance of buildings and to make an important contribution to the 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.  Article 9(1) of the Directive requires Member States to 
ensure that by 31 December 2020, all new buildings are nearly zero-energy buildings. 

The Directive defines a Nearly Zero Energy Building, or “NZEB”, as a building that has a 
very high energy performance and that the nearly zero or very low amount of energy required 
should be covered to a very significant extent by energy from renewable sources, including 
energy from renewable sources produced on-site or nearby.  This definition was incorporated in 
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the Building Regulations 1997 – 2017 last year through the Building Regulations (Amendment) 
Regulations 2017.

My Department has progressively updated Part L of the Building Regulations, relating to the 
Conservation of Fuel and Energy in Dwellings, over the last decade in order to improve the en-
ergy and carbon dioxide emissions performance of all new dwellings to achieve these “NZEB” 
performance levels.  These incremental improvements have effectively eased the transition and 
minimized the additional effort required to achieve the NZEB performance for dwellings.

In 2007, Part L was revised to achieve a 40% improvement in the energy and carbon diox-
ide emissions performance over 2005 performance levels for new dwellings and, in addition, a 
mandatory renewables requirement for new dwellings was also introduced.  This review also 
introduced a requirement that new and replacement fossil fuel boilers should be energy efficient 
condensing boilers, where practical. 

In 2011, Part L of the Building Regulations was further revised to achieve an improvement 
of 60% in the energy and carbon dioxide emissions performance over 2005 standard for all new 
dwellings.

In addition, I have recently published a public consultation on further improvements to Part 
L of the Building Regulations to achieve the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive NZEB 
performance requirements.  This review when implemented will represent an improvement 
of 70% in energy and carbon dioxide emissions performance over 2005 standards for all new 
dwellings commencing construction from early 2019, subject to transition arrangements. 

Currently 98% of all new dwellings are built to an A3 standard based on Building Energy 
Rating (BER) data as reported by SEAI in their recent “Energy in the Residential Sector” 2018 
report.

The new Part L performance requirement will equate to a typical new dwelling having a 
Building Energy Rating or BER of A2.  The amended Part L Building Regulations will stipulate 
that new dwellings can achieve the new standards by making provision for: - 

- A 70% improvement in energy efficiency for new dwellings (relative to 2005 base year 
standards).

- A 70% reduction in CO2   emissions (again relative to the 2005 base year standards).

- Providing for 20% renewables as a percentage of total building energy use.

These requirements make it more attractive for builders and homeowners to further incor-
porate renewable technologies and move away from traditional fossil fuels. 

It is estimated that the cumulative improvements to regulations mean that a dwelling built 
to the 2011 regulations would require 90% less energy than the equivalent dwelling built in 
1978 to deliver the same standards of heat, hot water and light.  Very significant progress has, 
therefore, been made in this area, even before the new initiatives outlined above.   

The move from fossil fuels to renewable energy for space heating is expected to continue 
as a result of the further improvements to Part L currently at public consultation, contributing 
significantly to meeting Ireland’s climate change commitments.

24/04/2018WREE02400Planning Issues
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24/04/2018WREE02500596. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the number of unauthorised developments local authorities are dealing with are 
monitored by his Department; if so, the details of same by local authority; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17416/18]

24/04/2018WREE02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
While planning statistics are compiled by each planning authority on an annual basis for col-
lation and publication on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.
gov.ie/planning/statistics/planning-statistics-1, these statistics do not include planning enforce-
ment and unauthorised development related information.

The Deputy may wish to get in touch with the relevant local authorities in relation to the 
status of their planning enforcement activities.

24/04/2018WREE02700Tenant Purchase Scheme Applications

24/04/2018WREE02800597. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applications for the tenant purchase scheme received by Tipperary County 
Council in 2016 and 2017; the number of transactions completed in the years concerned; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17460/18]

24/04/2018WREE02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The operation of the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme 2016 is a matter for individual lo-
cal authorities, in line with relevant legislation, including the Housing (Sale of Local Authority 
Houses) Regulations 2015.  Local authorities are by law (Section 63(1) of the Local Govern-
ment Act 2001) independent in the performance of their functions. 

My Department does however publish information on the sale of local authority houses each 
year which can be found on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/social-and-affordble/other-local-authority-
housing-scheme-statistics.

I expect to be in a position to publish data in relation to sales for 2017 in the coming weeks.

In line with the commitment given in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and 
Homelessness, a review of the first 12 months of the Tenant Purchase scheme’s operation has 
been undertaken.  The review has incorporated analysis of comprehensive data received from 
local authorities regarding the operation of the scheme during 2016 and a wide-ranging public 
consultation process which saw submissions received from individuals, elected representatives 
and organisations. 

The review is now complete and a full report has been prepared setting out findings and 
recommendations.  This includes data on sales and applications to purchase during the calendar 
year 2016.  In finalising the report some further inter-Departmental consultation was necessary 
and due consideration had to be given to possible implementation arrangements.  These matters 
are now almost completed and I expect to be in a position to publish the outcome of the review 
shortly.

24/04/2018WREE03000Local Authority Housing Data

24/04/2018WREE03100598. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment the 3,800 housing units to be completed construction in 2018, by scheme and local author-
ity in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17491/18]

24/04/2018WREE03200600. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of social houses he expects to have completed and occupied in 2018, 2019 
and 2020 by each local authority in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17493/18]

24/04/2018WREE03300602. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of social houses that have completed construction and are occupied for each 
local authority during the first quarter of 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17495/18]

24/04/2018WREE03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 598, 600 and 602 together.

Details of Local Authority Social Housing Targets, broken down by Local Authority, for 
2018 and for the period 2018-2021 are now available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at 
the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-
delivery-targets-for-local-authorities-2018-2021/.

The overall 2018 Build target is for the delivery of 4,969 additional social homes including 
3,819 local authority and Approved Housing Body (AHB) build units.  The Quarter 4 Con-
struction Status Report, available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the link below, provides 
project detail on the existing pipeline in place, which will support the delivery against this tar-
get.  The report is based on activity up to end 2017 and, over the course of the first quarter of 
2018, further projects will have been moving through from approval to on-site, with additional 
projects also being added to the pipeline.  These will be reflected in the next quarterly report. 
http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-sta-
tus-report-q4-2017/.   

Completions for Q1 2018 will be published on my Department’s website in due course.

Local Authorities, AHBs and all other stakeholders are fully mobilised towards meeting the 
Build target for 2018.  My Department will be continuing to work with Local Authorities to 
maximise delivery and harness any additional appropriate opportunities to deliver on the ad-
ditional build units in 2018, including through turn-key schemes.

24/04/2018WREE03500Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

24/04/2018WREE03600599. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of LIHAF funding drawn down to date by project in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17492/18]

24/04/2018WREE03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
As a key initiative of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) is designed to fund the provision of 
public off-site infrastructure to relieve critical infrastructure blockages and enable housing de-
velopments to be built on key sites at scale.  Funding of €200 million was originally provided 
under LIHAF, of which €150 million is funded by the Exchequer and local authorities fund €50 
million.  Further funding was made available as part of Budget 2018, bringing the total fund 
to €266 million and there will be a second call for proposals in order to allocate the additional 
funds.
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To date, I have given final approval for 30 projects under LIHAF, which will activate sup-
ply of almost 20,000 housing units and grant agreements in respect of those projects have been 
signed.  The cost of these projects is €195.7 million, of which €146.7 million will be funded by 
my Department and €49 million will be funded by local authorities. 

Funding of €1.6 million was drawn down in respect of LIHAF projects in 2017, which was 
mainly in respect of design costs.  A breakdown of this expenditure by LIHAF project is de-
tailed in the following table.  

It is expected that expenditure will increase substantially in 2018 as projects move to the 
construction stage.

Local Authority Project name Drawdown of LIHAF   
Grants to date

Clare Claureen, Ennis 3,587.72
Cork City South Docks 240,725.00
Dublin City Dodder Bridge 116,815.00
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Cherrywood 9,040.00
Fingal Donabate Distributor Road 512,458.62
Fingal Baldoyle Stapolin 29,064.99
Kildare Sallins 654,584.00
Limerick Mungret 6,549.02
Meath Ratoath 26,901.71
Meath Farganstown, Navan 3,995.44
Total 1,603,721.50

Question No. 600 answered with Question No. 598.

24/04/2018WREE03900Social and Affordable Housing Provision

24/04/2018WREE04000601. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of affordable homes under construction by local authority in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17494/18]

24/04/2018WREE04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
refer the Deputy to the reply to Question No. 348 of 19 April 2018 which sets out the position 
in relation to this matter.

Question No. 602 answered with Question No. 598.

24/04/2018WREE04300Local Authority Housing Eligibility

24/04/2018WREE04400603. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
when the next review of local authority social housing income threshold bands will take place; 
if the special treatment of the working family payment will be considered when calculating 
thresholds; if the number of children in a family will play more of a role in respect of income 
thresholds; his views on a particular case (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17497/18]



24 April 2018

273

24/04/2018WREE04500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
As part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for social 
housing supports has commenced, with the detailed statistical work underpinning the review 
being carried out by the Housing Agency.  I expect the results of this review to be available for 
publication in late Summer 2018.

The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 prescribe maximum net income limits 
for eligibility for social housing support for each local authority, in different bands according 
to the area, with income being defined and assessed according to a standard Household Means 
Policy, published by my Department.  The income bands and the authority area assigned to 
each band are based on an assessment of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic 
needs, plus a comparative analysis of the local rental cost of housing accommodation across 
the country.  The limits also reflect a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to the new 
system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social housing tenants 
are drawn and thereby promote sustainable communities.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI and the 
universal social charge.  Most payments received from the Department of Social Protection 
are assessable.  The policy provides for a range of income that can be disregarded in terms of 
housing assessment and local authorities have discretion to decide to disregard income that is 
temporary, short-term or once off in nature.

24/04/2018WREE04600Homeless Persons Data

24/04/2018WREE04700604. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of households that have exited section 10 funded homeless accommodation in 
2017; and the housing tenures to which they have exited. [17532/18]

24/04/2018WREE04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Quarterly performance reports from local authorities on a regional basis show that 4,729 in-
dividuals exited homelessness into independent tenancies during 2017.  This included 3,983 
families who exited homelessness into independent tenancies during 2017 as follows: 802 lo-
cal authority tenancies, 795 tenancies with an approved housing body, and 2,386 tenancies in 
the private rental sector.  The local authority performance reports are available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/
homelessness-data.

24/04/2018WREE04900Housing Assistance Payment Data

24/04/2018WREE05000605. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of homeless HAP tenancies created in 2017; the number of these used to 
prevent homelessness; and the number used to support persons and families to exit section 10 
funded homeless accommodation. [17531/18]

24/04/2018WREE05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Homeless HAP Place Finder Service operating in the Dublin local authorities, and in Cork 
City Council, is a targeted support for homeless households who are finding it difficult to se-
cure HAP tenancies.  The Place Finder Service has been successfully utilised by the Dublin 
Regional Homeless Executive (DRHE) across the Dublin local authorities since February 2015, 
with more than 2,000 households currently being supported by the Homeless HAP scheme.  A 
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similar service began operating in Cork City in 2017. 

In order to further assist homeless households in exiting emergency accommodation, since 
January 2018, the Homeless HAP Place Finder Service can now be made available in each of 
the 31 local authority areas.  All local authorities are now being provided with the options to 
pay deposits and advance rental payments for any households in emergency homeless accom-
modation, in order to secure accommodation via the HAP scheme. 

To qualify for these specific additional supports available to homeless households, a house-
hold must have been determined by the relevant local authority to be homeless within the mean-
ing of section 2 of the Housing Act 1988.  The operation of local homeless services, including 
the Place Finder Service, is a matter for each local authority.

My Department collates quarterly regional performance reports from lead local authorities.  
These reports show that 1,997 individuals exited homelessness through Homeless HAP tenan-
cies in 2017; of these, 1,171 secured their tenancies prior to entering emergency accommoda-
tion, and are therefore classified as preventative interventions, with the remaining 528 related 
to households exiting emergency accommodation.

24/04/2018WREE05200Local Authority Housing

24/04/2018WREE05300606. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if funding for a proposed new development (details supplied) in County Limerick has 
been agreed in view of statistics; his views on whether this constitutes sustainable development; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17577/18]

24/04/2018WREE05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): It 
is a matter for local authorities, working in co-operation with approved housing bodies (AHBs), 
to bring forward proposals for new social housing delivery in their areas of responsibility.  
Funding for the project in question was approved in principle by my Department and it is now 
a matter for the local authority and the AHB involved to advance as appropriate.  My Depart-
ment does not prescribe the exact number of social homes that can be developed in a particular 
area as it is for the local authority, in the first instance, to determine such matters based on the 
precise circumstances locally.

24/04/2018WRFF00200Traveller Accommodation

24/04/2018WRFF00300607. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the funding allocated for and drawn down by all local authorities for Traveller accommo-
dation in the first quarter of 2018, in tabular form. [17586/18]

24/04/2018WRFF00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 
1998, housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommo-
dation needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual 
Traveller Accommodation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to en-
sure that there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing 
such accommodation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.  

The allocations and recoupment profiles for capital Traveller accommodation projects can 
vary across local authorities given the local priorities, circumstances and project timelines as 
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set out in their Programmes.  These programmes provide a road map for local authority invest-
ment priorities over the period.  They also form the basis for the allocation of funding from my 
Department for Traveller accommodation. 

The allocation process for 2018 is currently underway.  Pending notification of 2018 alloca-
tions, local authorities are continuing to progress projects where contractual commitments have 
already been approved by the Department.  Similarly, local authorities continue to make formal 
submissions to the Department for new project approvals.

The following table sets out the drawdown to date for 2018:

Local Authority 2018 Drawdown
Dublin City  € 54,879.69     
Galway County  € 36,158.41 
Monaghan  € 29,714.30 
Roscommon  € 102,273.72 
Sligo  €    7,656.52 
Wicklow  €  19,393.14 
 TOTALS  € 250,075.78 

24/04/2018WRFF00500Housing Estates

24/04/2018WRFF00600608. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans to take in charge a number of properties (details supplied). [17652/18]

24/04/2018WRFF00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): It 
is not a function of my Department to take properties in charge.  However, I understand that 
the relevant local authority is engaged with the current owners of the properties concerned and 
with full co-operation from all involved, I hope the matter will be resolved in the near future. 

24/04/2018WRFF00800Residential Tenancies Board Administration

24/04/2018WRFF00900609. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the criteria for membership of the board of the Residential Tenancies Board have 
been reviewed since its remit was extended to cover approved housing bodies in 2016; his 
views on whether the current criteria create a conflict of interest; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17706/18]

24/04/2018WRFF01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) is governed by the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004 
– 2016. The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2015 amended section 3 of the 2004 
Act so that dwellings let by approved housing bodies (AHBs) to social housing tenants now 
come within the remit of the Act. The position of these tenants is significantly improved by the 
change, which commenced on 7 April 2016. 

The Act requires that Board members of the RTB shall be persons who, in the Minister’s 
opinion, have experience in a field of expertise relevant to the Board’s functions.  In accordance 
with the Government Decision regarding appointments to vacancies on State Boards, with ef-
fect from 1 November 2014, vacancies on the Board must be advertised openly on the State 
Boards portal, www.stateboards.ie, operated by the Public Appointments Service (PAS). 
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The Government believes that putting in place a system for appointments to State Boards 
that is open, accessible, rigorous and transparent will yield additional applications from ac-
complished, experienced and qualified individuals who wish to make a commitment to public 
service that might not have previously been identified as available for appointment to State 
Boards.  One of the core elements of the model agreed by Government is the operation by PAS 
of an independent, expert, rigorous and transparent system of assessment.

On appointment, RTB Board members are required to sign and adhere to the code of prac-
tice for Board members, as detailed on the RTB website at the following link:

https://onestopshop.rtb.ie/images/uploads/general/Code_of_Conduct_for_Board_Mem-
bers_2017.pdf  .

As outlined in the Code, Board members must also comply with the requirements of sec-
tion 170 of the Residential Tenancies Act, 2004 in relation to disclosure of interests and must 
disclose outside business or employment interests in conflict or in potential conflict with the 
business of the RTB.

I am satisfied the RTB is committed to maintaining the highest standards of corporate gov-
ernance, in compliance with the Codes of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies. 

The RTB continually reviews its Board’s structure and criteria on an annual basis, insofar 
as that it fully complies with the best practices of good corporate governance, introduced via 
the comprehensive 2016 Code of Practice for Governance of State Bodies (Chapters 3 (Role of 
Board Members) & 4 (Board Effectiveness) refer). 

24/04/2018WRFF01100Homeless Persons Data

24/04/2018WRFF01200610. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if all homeless households (details supplied) are being counted in the figures published 
monthly by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17818/18]

24/04/2018WRFF01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department publishes a monthly report on homelessness. The monthly report is based on data 
provided by housing authorities and produced through the Pathway Accommodation & Support 
System (PASS).  The report captures details of individuals utilising State-funded emergency 
accommodation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities and can be accessed at 
the following link - http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data. 

Local authorities work closely with officials from the Department of Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection (DEASP).  In a small number of local authorities, the arrangements in 
place involves the DEASP making a payment for emergency accommodation following an as-
sessment by the local authority.  Individuals accommodated by this arrangement are recorded 
on PASS for reporting purposes. 

24/04/2018WRFF01400Postal Voting

24/04/2018WRFF01500611. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will sanction the appropriate measures to allow citizens who are abroad on holidays 
to vote in the forthcoming referendum on the eighth amendment and subsequent elections; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17891/18]
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24/04/2018WRFF01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Postal voting is provided for in electoral law in respect of a 
number of categories of electors - whole-time members of the Defence Forces, members of An 
Garda Síochána, Irish diplomats serving abroad and their spouses/civil partners, electors living 
at home who are unable to vote because of a physical illness or a physical disability, electors 
whose occupation, service or employment makes it likely that they will be unable to vote in 
person at their local polling station on polling day, full-time students registered at their home 
who are living elsewhere while attending an educational institution in the State, prisoners and 
certain election staff employed at the poll outside the constituency where they reside. Potential 
voters falling into these categories who are not already postal voters have until 28 April 2018 to 
apply to their registration authorities for inclusion in the supplement to the postal voters list to 
avail of a postal vote in the forthcoming referendum.

While electoral law is subject to ongoing review I have no proposals at present to extend 
existing arrangements for postal voting.  

24/04/2018WRFF01700Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRFF01800612. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the form, date and amount of all invoices issued to his Department by a company 
(details supplied) in each of the years 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17909/18]

24/04/2018WRFF01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Press Office of my Department liaises with the media on behalf of my Department as well 
as all Ministers. The engagement of external expertise is generally only considered where the 
issues involved require expert skills or capabilities that are not readily available within my De-
partment. No invoices were issued to my Department by the company in question between 2007 
and 2017 nor did my Department make any payments to this company.

24/04/2018WRFF02000Regulation of Lobbying

24/04/2018WRFF02100613. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if under the lobbyist register it is expected that calls from lobbyists are recorded; if this is the 
practice in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17991/18]

24/04/2018WRFF02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 requires a person carrying out lobbying activities to reg-
ister and submit returns of such activity. The obligation to register and submit returns rests with 
the person lobbying, not the Designated Public Official. The returns register is publicly avail-
able to view and records relevant communication between a registered person and a Designated 
Public Official. 

There is no obligation or facility under the Regulation of Lobbying Act for Designated Pub-
lic Officials to record calls from lobbyists. However it is standard procedure within my Depart-
ment, and in line with good practice as set out in the Register of Lobbying’s published Guidance 
for Designated Public Officials, to note important communications regarding official business. 

24/04/2018WRFF02300Pyrite Remediation Programme

24/04/2018WRFF02400614. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
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ernment the definition of exceptional circumstances when accessing an appeal by a person to 
the pyrite remediation scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18023/18]

24/04/2018WRFF02500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework 
for the establishment of the Pyrite Resolution Board and for the making of a pyrite remediation 
scheme to be implemented by the Board with support from the Housing Agency. The pyrite 
remediation scheme is a scheme of “last resort” for affected homeowners who have no other 
practical option to obtain redress and is limited in its application and scope. The full conditions 
for eligibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on the Board’s 
website, www.pyriteboard.ie. 

The scheme is applicable to dwellings which are subject to significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave established, in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor 
hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  In this regard, it is a condi-
tion of eligibility under the scheme that an application to the Board must be accompanied by a 
Building Condition Assessment with a Damage Condition Rating of 2.  Dwellings which do not 
have a Damage Condition Rating of 2 are not eligible to apply under the scheme.  This ensures 
that, having regard to the available resources, the focus of the scheme is on dwellings which are 
most severely damaged by pyritic heave.  I have no proposals to amend this eligibility criterion.

Where a dwelling, otherwise not eligible for inclusion in the scheme, adjoins a dwelling 
already included in the scheme, such a dwelling may be considered in accordance with the 
exceptional circumstance provisions set out in section 17 of the Act. Section 17 provides that 
exceptional circumstances may apply where -

- failure to include a dwelling in the scheme may result in damage to that dwelling or dam-
age to the dwelling being remediated under the scheme, or

- pyrite remediation work is causing or may cause damage to a dwelling.

The Housing Agency will consider if exceptional circumstances apply when the Remedial 
Works Plan is being drawn up and the Board will be informed of any recommendation for a de-
cision on the matter.  To date, no dwellings have been included in the pyrite remediation scheme 
under the exceptional circumstances provisions of the Act. My Department is in regular contact 
with the Board and the Housing Agency in relation to the implementation of the scheme and is 
satisfied with the arrangements that are currently in place, including in relation to appeals.

24/04/2018WRFF02600Wastewater Treatment

24/04/2018WRFF02700615. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 621 and 622 of 23 January 2018, if a feasibility 
study will be examined in conjunction with Wexford County Council, the EPA, Trinity College 
Dublin and a company (details supplied) in view of the findings and recommendations of a re-
port; if the feasibility study will examine the conversion of sludge cake into fuel for domestic 
houses and-or fuel for coal powered power plants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18039/18]

24/04/2018WRFF02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The EPA research report referred to, which was published in 2014, examined the future man-
agement options for the collection, treatment and disposal of sludge derived from domestic 
wastewater treatment systems.  One of the recommendations included the need to consider 
alternative sludge recycling or disposal routes, such as incineration, recycling to energy crops, 
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pyrolysis or the export of dried biosolids against a background of increasing volumes of sludge 
deriving from both municipal and domestic sources. 

Irish Water published its National Wastewater Sludge Management Plan (NWSMP) in 2016. 
The NWSMP outlines a strategy to ensure a nationwide standardised approach for managing 
wastewater sludge over the next 25 years. It sets out proposals for the investment in future 
treatment, transport and reuse or disposal of such sludge and it references the recommenda-
tions in the EPA research report. It identifies reuse on agricultural land as the preferred outlet 
in the short to medium term but commits to examining alternative options to reduce the current 
dependence on such reuse.

I understand that Irish Water will carry out a feasibility study into the identification of viable 
alternatives, including detailed consideration of thermal treatments, before the next review of 
the NWSMP which will be due in 2021.

24/04/2018WRFF02900Local Authority Funding

24/04/2018WRFF03000616. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when additional financial allocations will be made to Monaghan County Council in view 
of the additional expenditure incurred by councils during the snow storms; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18046/18]

24/04/2018WRFF03100617. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when additional financial allocations will be made to Cavan County Council in view of 
the additional expenditure incurred by councils during the snow storms; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18062/18]

24/04/2018WRFF03200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 616 and 617 together.

Since 2009, my Department has made financial support available to assist local authorities 
in meeting the costs of clean-up and necessary immediate works associated with the response 
to significant severe weather emergency events. This is in recognition of the exceptional nature 
of activities carried out by local authorities in responding to these types of emergencies and 
the fact that the costs of these un-programmed activities cannot be met from within existing 
resources.

In relation to the recent severe cold weather and snow that caused widespread disruption 
in many parts of the country, my Department wrote to all local authorities on 29 March 2018 
inviting them to submit claims for recoupment of the exceptional costs involved in the response 
and clean-up. 

Claims have now been received from the majority of local authorities, including Cavan and 
Monaghan County Councils. These claims will now be processed and paid in due course.

24/04/2018WRFF03400Student Accommodation

24/04/2018WRFF03500618. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the progress that has been made to increase purpose built student accommodation by the 
end of 2019; the number of beds that have been built to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18099/18]
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24/04/2018WRFF03600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan For Housing 
and Homelessness identifies the important contribution that increased student accommodation 
provision can make to resolving the overall housing undersupply problem.  Rebuilding Ireland 
builds on the close cooperation of my Department with the Department of Education and Skills 
on the issue of student accommodation over a number of years, including through the Inter-
Departmental Working Group on Student Accommodation. 

Many of the issues raised at the Working Group forum translated into specific actions of the 
Rebuilding Ireland action plan, aimed at supporting the development of new purpose-built stu-
dent accommodation (PBSA) nationally and meeting the accommodation needs of our growing 
third-level population into the future.  Specific legislative responses to assist student accommo-
dation projects were provided for in the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential 
Tenancies Act 2016. These included the fast-tracking of planning applications for construction 
projects with greater than 200 bedspaces directly to An Bord Pleanála and the availability of 
financing from the Housing Finance Agency to the Higher Education Institutes specifically for 
new student accommodation projects.

The National Student Accommodation Strategy was also launched in July 2017 which in-
cludes eight key targets and 27 actions to support the delivery of an increased supply of pur-
pose-built student accommodation.

These and other measures are contributing to the significant increase in the delivery of 
PBSA nationally.  From the publication of Rebuilding Ireland in July 2016 to the end of Q1 
2018, a total of 2,687 new student bed spaces had been completed, with a further 5,842 bed 
spaces under construction and planning permissions granted for an additional 8,636 bed spaces.

These figures indicate that the objective of delivering an additional 7,000 new bedspaces 
nationally by end of 2019 will be achieved with significant potential to provide further PBSA, 
if planned projects proceed through construction.

24/04/2018WRFF03700Wildlife Protection

24/04/2018WRFF03800619. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the steps being taken to protect the Irish hare; the measures that are already in place; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [18024/18]

24/04/2018WRFF03900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The hare 
is protected under the Wildlife Acts although there is a short Open Season when hunting is per-
mitted, and the capture of hares for coursing is permitted under license. 

The hare is also on Annex V of  EU Directive 92/43/EEC (the Habitats Directive) and Ire-
land is required to make a detailed report every six years on the conservation status of all spe-
cies listed in the Annexes to that Directive, including the Hare. Ireland’s most recent report in 
2013 included a comprehensive assessment of the range, population status, habitat and threats 
for the Irish hare. The report can be downloaded at https://www.npws.ie/article-17-reports-0/
article-17-reports-2013. The next report is due in 2019. 

The 2013 report stated that the Hare is found throughout the country from coastal habitats 
to upland heath and bog. The Hare is widespread and common in Ireland with a broad habitat 
niche. None of the identified threats are considered likely to impact on its conservation status in 
the foreseeable future and the Overall Conservation Status was assessed as Favourable.
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In addition to the reporting requirements of the EU Habitats Directive, data on the distribu-
tion of the hare is being collected continuously by the National Biodiversity Data Centre and 
the recent Atlas of Mammals in Ireland 2010-2015 provided a summary of the species’ range, 
demonstrating that it remains widespread across the country. 

My Department recently commissioned a new assessment of the status of hare’s population 
in Ireland. The survey work to inform this population assessment will extend over two years to 
provide for a comprehensive review of the national situation. The first round of surveys began 
in December 2017, with a second survey season to follow in winter 2018/19. The final report 
is due in July 2019.

24/04/2018WRFF04000National Parks and Wildlife Service

24/04/2018WRFF04100620. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if her attention has been drawn to the concern in the communities of Burt, Bridgend, Burnfoot 
and Inch Island in the Inishowen Peninsula, County Donegal, at the widespread removal of 
landscape features such as trees and hedges across an estate (details supplied); and if her depart-
mental officials in addition to the NPWS have ensured that these works are in compliance with 
all relevant domestic legislation and European directives. [17413/18]

24/04/2018WRFF04200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The area 
of Inch Lake and surrounding wet grassland within the area referred to by the Deputy has been 
leased by the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department under a 30 year agreement 
established in 2001.  This area has been developed into the Inch Wildfowl Reserve. Inch Wild-
fowl Reserve is not a statutory nature reserve but is afforded protection by its inclusion in the 
Lough Swilly special protection area and by provisions of the Wildlife Acts. 

My Department respects that the area referred to is a working farm and it is the provision 
of winter grazing and crop waste that ensures the suitability of the site for large numbers of 
geese and swans. My Department had a long standing Farm Plan with the previous owners of 
the estate and is in discussions with the current owner with the view to establishing a new plan. 

Over the winter of 2017/18 concerns had been raised in relation to the clearing of exist-
ing drains and cutting of large trees in existing hedge lines on the area referred to. The cutting 
of trees, hedgerows and clearing of existing drains are not activities requiring my consent, as 
Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, on areas of established grassland or cultivated 
land. This is due to these activities being considered unlikely to have a negative impact on the 
species for which the site has been designated as a special protection area. 

The owner of the area referred to had carried out maintenance of the existing farm drains 
and cutting and trimming of hedges. These works were monitored by officials from the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department.

 It is my understanding  that an application under the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(Agriculture) Regulations 2011 was received by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine in September 2017 from the owner of the area referred to requesting consent to clear 
trees and scrub in a specific area within the special protection area. That consent was granted for 
the carrying out of these works, which, I am advised, commenced on 23 February 2018.

24/04/2018WRFF04300Seirbhísí agus Tacaíochtaí Gaeilge
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24/04/2018WRFF04400621. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den  Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cá 
mhéad comhairle contae agus cathrach a bhfuil oifigeach Gaeilge lánaimseartha acu; cá mhéad 
acu a bhfuil oifigeach Gaeilge páirtaimseartha acu; cá mhéad acu nach bhfuil aon oifigeach 
Gaeilge acu ar chor ar bith; cén fáth nach bhfuil oifigeach lánaimseartha ag gach comhairle con-
tae agus cathrach; cén plean atá aici chun a chinntiú go mbeidh oifigeach Gaeilge lánaimseartha 
ag gach comhairle contae agus cathrach; cathain a chuirfidh sí an plean sin i bhfeidhm; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [17597/18]

24/04/2018WRFF04500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): Tá mo comhghleacaí, an tAire Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil, freagrach 
as an bplean fórsa oibre mar a bhaineann sé leis na húdaráis áitiúla, lena n-áirítear monatóireacht 
a dhéanamh ar an leibhéal fostaíochta sna húdaráis áitiúla.  De bharr seo, bailíonn a Roinn eolas 
gach ráithe ar líon na bhfostaithe san earnáil sin.  Ní thugann an t-eolas sin aon léargas ar líon 
na n-oifigeach Gaeilge atá fostaithe san earnáil i gcoitinne nó in aon Údarás Áitiúil ar leith, 
áfach.  Mar sin, níl an t-eolas atá iarrtha ag an Teachta ar fáil ón Roinn Tithíochta, Pleanála agus 
Rialtais Áitiúil.  Aithním an obair fhiúntach atá ar bun ag an ngréasán d’Oifigigh Gaeilge atá 
gníomhach sna húdaráis áitiúla agus chas mé fhéin agus oifigigh mo Roinne leo mar ghrúpa ar 
dhá ócáid le breis is bliain anuas. Is léir ó na cruinnithe sin gur oifigigh iad atá tiomanta do chur 
chun cinn na Gaeilge in earnáil an rialtais áitiúil agus tá moladh tuilte acu as an tiomantas sin.

Maidir le cúrsaí earcaíochta i gcoitinne, tá súil agam go gcuideoidh Bille na dTeangacha 
Oifigiúla (Leasú) 2017 atá á dhréachtu faoi láthair le líon leordhóthanach de chainteoirí Gaeilge 
á earcú don tseirbhís phoiblí.  Beidh sé mar chuspóir sa Bhille seo go mbeidh 20% de na daoine 
nua a earcaítear don tseirbhís phoiblí ina gcainteoirí Gaeilge, go mbeidh gach oifig phoiblí atá 
lonnaithe sa Ghaeltacht ag feidhmiú trí Ghaeilge agus go mbeidh na comhlachtaí phoiblí in ann 
freastal ar an éileamh ón bpobal ar sheirbhísí trí Ghaeilge.  Tá an Bille seo ar chlár reachtaíochta 
an Rialtais le foilsiú le roimh an tsamhraidh.

24/04/2018WRFF04600Heritage Schemes

24/04/2018WRFF04700622. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
grants or supports available for persons who seek to maintain buildings that are over 50 years 
old; and her plans to make grants and supports available to religious organisations that are 
struggling to maintain buildings that are over 100 years old. [17793/18]

24/04/2018WRFF04800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Finan-
cial support is provided by my Department through a number of schemes for the conservation 
and protection of historic buildings. These schemes are administered by local authorities and 
include the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and the Structures at Risk Fund. 

Projects to be funded under these schemes in 2018 were announced recently and details are 
available on all local authority websites and on my Department’s website. While the closing 
date for the 2018 schemes has now passed, my Department remains in contact with local au-
thorities throughout the year to ensure the best possible use of funding, including by reallocat-
ing funds when, for example, projects do not go ahead.

In the context of a particular building, the best advice for the owner may be to contact the 
Architectural Conservation Officer or Heritage Officer in the local authority who will be able to 
advise on the various types of funding available to assist with the building.

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage. Grants are announced by the Heritage Council on its 
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website www.heritagecouncil.ie. 

24/04/2018WRFF04900National Parks and Wildlife Service

24/04/2018WRFF05000623. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
progress that has been made with regard to payment of rent due for the provision of installations 
at a location (details supplied) for the past number of years; the position regarding the manage-
ment of these masts; when payment is expected to be made; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [17896/18]

24/04/2018WRFF05100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service side of my Department commenced, late last year, discussions 
with various interests with a mast presence in the area in question. The aim of these discussions 
is not just to address the issue of payments but also enhancing the overall care and management 
of the site. These discussions are still on going.

24/04/2018WRFF05200Departmental Expenditure

24/04/2018WRFF05300624. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the form, date and amount of all invoices issued to her Department by a company (details 
supplied) in each of the years 2007 to 2017, in tabular form. [17902/18]

24/04/2018WRFF05400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
advised that, since the establishment of this Department in June 2011, no payments have been 
made by my Department to the company in question.  

24/04/2018WRFF05500Commemorative Events

24/04/2018WRFF05600625. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht when she will re-establish the decade of centenaries all-party committee which has not 
met since February 2016. [17923/18]

24/04/2018WRFF05700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In the 
lead up to the State’s commemoration of the centenary of the events of 1916, the All-Party 
Consultative Group on Commemorations proved very constructive.  In the upcoming years 
to 2023, and the various historical events falling to be remembered, such input will again be 
beneficial in informing the State Commemorative Programme for the remainder of the Decade 
of Centenaries.

Last September, my predecessor Minister Humphreys, wrote to the Ceann Comhairle re-
questing the Business Committee to nominate Deputies and Senators to the group.

Parties in the Northern Ireland Assembly that are not represented in the Dáil or Seanad were 
also requested to make nominations.

Some nominations from the Dáil, Seanad and Northern Ireland Assembly remain outstand-
ing, but I expect most of these to reach me shortly.  I will then be in a position to convene an 
early meeting of the Group.
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24/04/2018WRGG00200Wildlife Protection

24/04/2018WRGG00300626. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the way 
in which the review of the wild birds derogations process currently under way under contract to 
her Department and the public consultation phase planned for the review have been publicised 
and advertised. [17924/18]

24/04/2018WRGG00400627. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she is 
satisfied that the review of the wild birds derogations (details supplied) and its public consulta-
tion phase have been sufficiently widely publicised and advertised to ensure a comprehensive 
understanding of all potential risks posed by wild birds, including public health and safety risks, 
is acquired by her Department; and if she is further satisfied this will be fully reflected in the 
2018-19 derogation declaration in addition to that for future years. [17925/18]

24/04/2018WRGG00500628. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
both the interim report and the final report of the State-wide derogations review will be pub-
lished; if public statements that explain and justify all aspects of each derogation granted will 
be issued by her Department; if derogations are not State-wide, if the zoning approach used 
will be explained (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17937/18]

24/04/2018WRGG00600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 626 to 628, inclusive, together.

The EU Birds Directive allows Member States to make derogations from its protective 
measures in respect of certain wild bird species in certain circumstances – for example, where 
they are causing damage to crops, livestock and fauna or represent a threat to public health or 
safety or to air safety.  The Declarations to implement these derogations are renewed annually 
and an annual review of the Declarations is undertaken prior to their expiry.  The review process 
includes consideration of the views of stakeholders, such as hunting and conservation bodies, 
and airport authorities on the operation of the declarations.  This review for the May 2017 to 
April 2018 period took into account the issue of seagulls in the North Dublin area especially 
in Balbriggan, which had been the subject of correspondence to the Department from some 
community groups and other residents, which proposed the inclusion of seagull species in the 
Declaration.  Following consideration of the matter, the Declaration, which is effective from 1 
May 2017 to 30 April 2018, included methods to control seagull species in the Balbriggan area 
for public safety reasons.  The control method can involve the removal of eggs and nests only; 
the culling of seagulls is not permitted.      

These changes were introduced on a one year pilot basis and are subject to review as part 
of a wider comprehensive review of the operation of the derogations.  This comprehensive re-
view, which is currently underway, will take account of all relevant factors, including perceived 
threats, distribution and population data available in respect of all the bird species in the decla-
ration.  The Department appointed ANIAR Ecology to undertake the review following a public 
tendering process.  The contract is for a period of five months with the final report scheduled 
for mid-June 2018.  A completed interim report will be received from the consultants this week 
and will include recommendations in respect of the derogation process including in relation to 
the 2018/19 declarations.

There is currently a pubic consultation process underway on the review with submissions 
due by 4 May 2018.  The public consultation process was advertised in the main daily newspa-
pers, the Irish Farmers Journal and on the website of the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
of my Department.
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It is intended to publish both the interim report and the final report on the review.

24/04/2018WRGG00900Copyright Legislation Review

24/04/2018WRGG01000629. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of a legal deposit of published digital material for Ireland; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17949/18]

24/04/2018WRGG01100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The De-
partment of Culture, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht undertook a public consultation on the legal 
deposit of published digital material in 2017.  In response, the Department received 42 submis-
sions to the consultation from the library and archives community, publishers and members of 
the public. 

The consultation document along with the submissions received are published on my De-
partment’s website at this link https://www.chg.gov.ie/arts/culture/projects-and-programmes/
public-consultation-legal-deposit-of-published-digital-material/  

The Department of Culture, Heritage and Gaeltacht is continuing to liaise with the Depart-
ment of Business, Enterprise and Innovation on this matter which relates primarily to copyright 
legislation.

24/04/2018WRGG01200Deontais Ranna

24/04/2018WRGG01300630. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cá mhéad airgead i ndeontais in aghaidh na bliana a íocadh leis na comhlachtaí forbartha ar 
an hoileáin taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht in 2017; cá mhéad airgead, de réir comhlachta, atá 
ceadaithe dóibh in 2018; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [17963/18]

24/04/2018WRGG01400Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Tá na comhlachtaí forbartha a bhfuil tagairt déanta ag an Teachta dóibh á mao-
iniu ag mo Roinn le tamall de bhlianta.  Cuireann mo Roinn maoiniú ar fáil dóibh trí Chomhar 
na nOileán Teo.  Léiríonn an tábla a leanann an méid a híocadh leis na comhlachtaí in 2017 agus 
an méid atá ceadaithe dóibh do 2018: 

 COMHLACHT FORBARTHA DEONTAS ÍOCTHA 2017 DEONTAS 
CEADAITHE2018

 Comhlacht Forbartha Inis Toirc  €84,650.00  €86,343.00
 Comhlacht Forbartha Chliara  €90,700.00  €92,514.00
 Comhlacht Forbartha Inis Bó 
Finne

 €101,500.00  €103,530.00

 Bere Island Projects Group Lim-
ited (BIPG)

 €135,000.00  €137,700.00

 Sherkin Island Development 
Society

 €70,000.00  €70,000.00

24/04/2018WRGG01500Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge

24/04/2018WRGG01600631. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cá mhéad airgead atá ar fáil i meastacháin na Roinne i mbliana don phleanáil teanga; cá mhéad 
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airgead a caitheadh uirthi go dtí seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [17964/18]

24/04/2018WRGG01700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Ar mhaithe le tacú le cur i bhfeidhm an phróisis pleanála teanga atá mar chuid 
lárnach d’fheidhmiú na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030, tá soláthar airgid faoi 
leith curtha ar fail go bliantúil ó 2014, mar atá leagtha amach sa tábla a leanas: 

Sonraí maoinithe 2014-2018
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
€499,000 €546,000 €1,000,000 €1,250,000 €2,650,000

Feicfear ó na sonraí thuasluaite gur cuireadh go suntasch leis an gciste sin go céimiúil in 
aghaidh na bliana, rud a fhágann go bhfuil allúntas ar fiú €2.65m sannta d’fheidhmiú an phróisis 
sa bhlian reatha.

De thoradh an chiste shuntasaigh atá ar fáil in 2018, fágfaidh sé go mbeidh sé ar chumas mo 
Roinne treisiú a dhéanamh ar fheidhmiú an phróisis agus na Straitéise, dá réir.  Bainfear leas as 
an gciste seo go príomha chun:  

- tús a chur le feidhmiú pleananna ceadaithe i suas le 13 limistéar in iomlán faoi dheireadh na 
bliana. Sa chur chuige atá idir lámha ina leith, cuirfear ciste ar fiú suas le €100,000 - €150,000 
ar fáil do limistéir a bhfuil pleananna ceadaithe ina leith. Cuirfidh sé seo ar a gcumas  Oifigeach 
Pleanála Teanga  a fhostú le cúram a dhéanamh d’fheidhmiú an phlean teanga go háitiúil, ag 
brath ar riachtanais an cháis. 

- Leanúint le tacú ullmhúchán pleananna sna limistéir pleanála teanga eile.

- An próiseas a bhrú chun cinn mar a bhaineann sé le hullmhú pleananna teanga sna Bailte 
Seirbhíse Gaeltachta: Daingean Uí Chúis, An Clochán Liath, Cathair na Gaillimhe, Cathair 
Chorcaí, Leitir Ceanainn, Trá Lí agus Dún Garbhán. 

- tacú le hullmhú pleananna sna líonraí Gaeilge: Cluain Dolcáin; Inis, Co an Chláir agus 
Baile Loch Riach, Co na Gaillimhe.

- roinnt bearta a chur sa tsiúil ar bhonn lárnach chun tacú tuilleadh le feidhmiú an phróisis 
trí chéile.

Is fiú a mheabhrú chomh maith, ar ndóigh, go bhfuil leas á bhaint i gcaitheamh an ama as 
an raon scéimeanna, bearta agus tionscnaimh atá á maoiniú ag mo Roinn ar bhonn leanúnach, 
neamhspleách ón gciste faoi leith thuasluaite, ar mhaithe le cabhrú tuilleadh le feidhmiú an 
phróisis, ar leas na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltachta.

24/04/2018WRGG01800Regulation of Lobbying

24/04/2018WRGG01900632. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
under the lobbyist register it is expected that calls from lobbyists are recorded; if this is the 
practice in her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17994/18]

24/04/2018WRGG02000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 requires a person carrying out lobbying activities to register 
and submit returns of such activity. The obligation to register and submit returns rests with the 
person lobbying, not the Designated Public Official. The returns register is publicly available to 
view and records relevant communication between a registered person and a Designated Public 
Official. 
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There is no obligation or facility under the Regulation of Lobbying Act for Designated Pub-
lic Officials to record calls from lobbyists.


