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     Questions Nos. 1 to 17, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 18 to 31, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 32 to 39, inclusive, answered orally.

17/04/2018WRA00700Garda Data

17/04/2018WRA0080040. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in County Clare in each of the years 2014 to 2017 
and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16560/18]

17/04/2018WRA00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I should say at the outset 
that the distribution of Garda personnel, including the allocation of newly attested Gardaí, is 
exclusively the statutory responsibility of the Garda Commissioner. 

Notwithstanding the Commissioner’s responsibility, I have provided for the record, in tabu-
lar form, the detailed information requested by the Deputy.  

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 28 February 2018, the latest date 
for which figures are available, the strength of the Clare Division was 309.  When appropriate, 
the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Economic 
Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.

I can assure the House that the Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime. To make this a reality for all, the 
Government has in place a plan for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, 
including 15,000 Garda members. 

Real, tangible progress has been made towards this goal. Garda numbers, taking account of 
projected retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since 
the end of 2016. 

The Deputy will be aware that in 2010 a previous Government closed the Garda College 
and imposed a moratorium - the measures imposed at that time had a negative impact on Garda 
numbers across all Divisions and the legacy of these decisions continues to have consequences 
for policing. When it had brought about an early exit from the bailout and stabilised the public 
finances, in September 2014 the then Government reopened the College in and since then  just 
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under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and are performing main-
stream duties nationwide, 29 of whom have been assigned to the Clare Division. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Gar-
da workforce. This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In 
total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last 
month. Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 
14,000 by the end of 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. We are now rebuilding the organisation 
and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of 
Gardaí. Undoubtedly, the ongoing recruitment process will support all Garda activities and 
enhance visibility within our communities and will enable the Commissioner to provide ad-
ditional resources across every Garda Division, including the Clare Division, as new Garda 
recruits continue to come on stream. 

Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
CLARE ENNIS 10 5 10 2 27
 KILRUSH 0 0 0 2 2
TOTAL  10 5 10 4 29
*To date in 2018

  Questions Nos. 41 and 42 answered orally.

17/04/2018WRA01100Marriages of Convenience

17/04/2018WRA0120043. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to ban 
dowries here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15368/18]

17/04/2018WRA01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There is no Irish law as 
such prohibiting the giving of a gift to or making a settlement in favour of a bride, a groom or 
a couple who are to be married, whether or not that gift or settlement is termed a ‘dowry’.  The 
term ‘dowry’ is not defined under Irish law and can have different roles in relation to marriage 
in different cultures.

The provision of a dowry on the occasion of marriage is a common practice in many coun-
tries, societies and cultures.  It has not been unknown in Irish society, particularly in the past.

The Civil Registration (Amendment) Act  2014 deals in part with the issue of marriages of 
convenience.  It provides factors for a Registrar to consider in forming the opinion that a mar-
riage could constitute a marriage of convenience. Section 25 of that Act cites whether or not 
money was paid as an inducement for a marriage as a factor which may be considered by a Reg-
istrar in forming an opinion as to whether a marriage of convenience is in question. However, 
it excludes from this consideration a case where money is paid as a dowry as appropriate to the 
culture of one or each party to the intended marriage.

I have no plans at present to bring forward legislation to prohibit the provision of dowries 
in Ireland.  

However, in the event that specific issues or concerns are brought to my attention by the 
Deputy or any other person or organisation, I will review the matter. 
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Questions Nos. 44 and 45 answered orally.

17/04/2018WRA01500Departmental Funding

17/04/2018WRA0160046. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to renew 
funding to a cultural centre (details supplied); his views on the evidence that shows that persons 
that have deeper levels of integration within communities are significantly less likely to experi-
ence crime and anti-social behaviour; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15256/18]

17/04/2018WRA01700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration (OPMI), an Office of my Department, 
allocates public funding for migrant integration projects on the basis of competitive selection 
processes carried out in a fair, open and transparent way.  This gives a wide range of community 
and voluntary organisations the opportunity to bid for government funding for projects to sup-
port the integration of migrants in our communities.

South Dublin County Partnership received funding from OPMI via South Dublin County 
Council between 2008 and 2016 under a National Integration Funding Programme that con-
cluded in 2016. In 2017, a new 3 year National Integration Funding Programme was initiated. 
Grant allocation under this programme was by way of open competitive calls for proposals. 
All organisations wishing to be considered for funding – including those who had received 
funding under the previous programme - were required to make new applications.  All eligible 
applications received were assessed by OPMI staff against the published selection criteria. The 
funding recommendations were reviewed by an assessment committee that included external 
representatives. In all, 15 projects were selected to receive funding from a total of 73 eligible 
applications.

An application was received from South Dublin County Partnership which included a re-
quest for funding to contribute to the cost of running the centre referred to by the Deputy.  Re-
grettably, this application was unsuccessful in what was a highly competitive process. 

My officials advise that at a subsequent meeting held with the Office for Promotion of 
Migrant Integration in November last year, representatives from South Dublin County Part-
nership outlined their concerns for the future of the centre in Clondalkin.  Officials of my 
Department proposed a number of alternative options to secure funding.  They invited the rep-
resentatives of South Dublin County Partnership to consider these options further and to sub-
mit proposals.  However, no such proposals have been forthcoming to date.  These options 
remain open to the organisation.

The National Funding to Promote the Integration of Immigrants is one of a number of fund-
ing programmes, administered by or on behalf of my Department to support migrant integra-
tion. We also provide funding from the Asylum Migration and Integration Fund and the Com-
munities Integration Fund. South County Dublin Partnership is in receipt of integration project 
funding under both these funds. In 2017 the Partnership was awarded a grant of €150,000 over 
three years under the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund. 

The Migrant Integration Strategy, which was published in February 2017, contains a num-
ber of very specific actions under the theme of promoting intercultural awareness and combat-
ing racism and xenophobia.  These actions, which are being implemented, include ensuring 
appropriate migrant representation on local joint-policing committees, implementing victim-
focused policing of racist crime, rapid removal of racist graffiti and the strengthening of legisla-
tion dealing with hate crime. 
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The Migrant Integration Strategy also makes provision for the continuation of funding 
through OPMI for integration related projects at community level up to and including 2020.  
Future “Calls for Proposals” under all integration funding programmes will be advertised on my 
Department’s website, the Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration and the EU Funds 
Unit of the Department.  South Dublin County Partnership is entitled to apply as appropriate.

17/04/2018WRA01800Garda Data

17/04/2018WRA0190047. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in County Westmeath in each of the years 2014 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16579/18]

17/04/2018WRA02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I should say at the outset 
that the distribution of Garda personnel, including the allocation of newly attested Gardaí, is 
exclusively the statutory responsibility of the Garda Commissioner. 

Notwithstanding the Commissioner’s responsibility, I have provided for the record, in tabu-
lar form, the detailed information requested by the Deputy.  

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 28 February 2018, the latest date 
for which figures are available, the strength of the Westmeath Division was 271. When appro-
priate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the 
National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Eco-
nomic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.

I can assure the House that the Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime. To make this a reality for all, the 
Government has in place a plan for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, 
including 15,000 Garda members. 

Real, tangible progress has been made towards this goal. Garda numbers, taking account of 
projected retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since 
the end of 2016. 

The Deputy will be aware that in 2010 a previous Government closed the Garda College 
and imposed a moratorium - the measures imposed at that time had a negative impact on Garda 
numbers across all Divisions and the legacy of these decisions continues to have consequences 
for policing. When it had brought about an early exit from the bailout and stabilised the public 
finances, in September 2014 the then Government reopened the College and since then just 
under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and are performing main-
stream duties nationwide, 32 of whom have been assigned to the Westmeath Division. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Gar-
da workforce. This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In 
total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last 
month. Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 
14,000 by the end of 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. We are now rebuilding the organisation 
and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of 
Gardaí. Undoubtedly, the ongoing recruitment process will support all Garda activities and 
enhance visibility within our communities and will enable the Commissioner to provide addi-
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tional resources across every Garda Division, including the Westmeath Division, as new Garda 
recruits continue to come on stream. 

Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
WEST-
MEATH

ATHLONE 0 5 7 0 12

 MULLIN-
GAR

5 0 15 0 20

TOTAL  5 5 22 0 32
*To date in 2018 

17/04/2018WRA02100Garda Data

17/04/2018WRA0220048. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in County Galway in each of the years 2014 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16561/18]

17/04/2018WRA02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I should say at the outset 
that the distribution of Garda personnel, including the allocation of newly attested Gardaí, is 
exclusively the statutory responsibility of the Garda Commissioner. 

Notwithstanding the Commissioner’s responsibility, I have provided for the record, in tabu-
lar form, the detailed information requested by the Deputy.  

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 28 February 2018, the latest date 
for which figures are available, the strength of the Galway Division was 575. When appropriate, 
the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Economic 
Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.

I can assure the House that the Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime. To make this a reality for all, the 
Government has in place a plan for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, 
including 15,000 Garda members. 

Real, tangible progress has been made towards this goal. Garda numbers, taking account of 
projected retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since 
the end of 2016. 

The Deputy will be aware that in 2010 a previous Government closed the Garda College 
and imposed a moratorium - the measures imposed at that time had a negative impact on Garda 
numbers across all Divisions and the legacy of these decisions continues to have consequences 
for policing. When it had brought about an early exit from the bailout and stabilised the public 
finances, in September 2014 the then Government reopened the College and since then just 
under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and are performing main-
stream duties nationwide, 22 of whom have been assigned to the Galway Division. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Gar-
da workforce. This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In 
total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last 
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month. Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 
14,000 by the end of 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. We are now rebuilding the organisation 
and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of 
Gardaí. Undoubtedly, the ongoing recruitment process will support all Garda activities and 
enhance visibility within our communities and will enable the Commissioner to provide ad-
ditional resources across every Garda Division, including the Galway Division, as new Garda 
recruits continue to come on stream. 

The Deputy will be aware, of course, that the new regional Garda headquarters for Galway 
is due to complete in Q2 2018 at a cost of some €31 million. This is one of 3 such projects, the 
other 2 being at Kevin Street in Dublin (also due to complete in Q2 2018) and Wexford (which 
was completed in September 2017), which represent a combined investment by the Govern-
ment of some €100 million in the Garda estate. 

Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
GALWAY GALWAY 5 5 7 2 19
 SALTHILL 0 0 3 0 3
TOTAL  5 5 10 2 22
*To date in 2018

17/04/2018WRA02400Diplomatic Representation

17/04/2018WRA0250049. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
fact that there may be potential security risks for the State in the near future due to the ongoing 
presence of Russian diplomats working here; if he has had discussions with An Garda Síochána 
and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade regarding these issues; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16537/18]

17/04/2018WRA02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can assure the Deputy 
that the Government affords the highest priority to the State’s security.

As he will be aware, An Garda Síochána carries out a range of functions in safeguarding our 
national security, including actions to counter terrorist threats, to support international security 
and to protect the State and its vital interests, where necessary, from espionage and unlawful 
acts of foreign interference.

In this regard the Garda authorities work very closely on a continuing basis with the De-
fence Forces and all other relevant authorities.

In respect of these functions I and the Government are briefed on an ongoing basis, both 
directly and through officials.

As the House will appreciate, it is a longstanding policy not to comment on the detail of spe-
cific security arrangements that may be put in place. To reveal the detail of such arrangements 
would be quite simply to undermine them and to hand advantage to those who my wish to do 
harm to people or to the State’s vital interests.

I feel sure the Deputy will understand when I tell him that I have no intention of departing 
from the longstanding practice of my predecessors in this regard.
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In 1967 Ireland ratified the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 1961 and the Vi-
enna Convention on Consular Relations 1963. These two international treaties codify what is 
perhaps one of the oldest and most accepted fields of international law, namely the formal rela-
tions between states and their official representatives. 

As the Deputy will be aware, Ireland maintains friendly relationships with many other states 
and all members of diplomatic or consular missions are required to respect the laws of the states 
where they are assigned, including the very clear obligations under the Vienna Conventions. 

Any breach of those obligations is treated seriously. The Deputy will appreciate that the 
accreditation of any diplomat is granted by the host state and can be terminated by the host 
state.  The termination of an accreditation of a diplomatic staff member from another state is a 
matter for the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, in line with the provisions of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations.  

17/04/2018WRA02700Direct Provision System

17/04/2018WRA0280050. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the cur-
rent management and conditions of direct provision centres here; his plans to initiate a review 
into the use of direct provision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16536/18]

17/04/2018WRA02900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy may be aware, the Direct Provision system encompasses the range of State ser-
vices including accommodation, food, health and education directly provided to international 
protection applicants through all the relevant Government Departments and Agencies.  It is 
a whole-of-government support system for those seeking international protection in Ireland, 
although the term is more often used to describe the Accommodation Centres provided by the 
Reception and Integration Agency of my Department.  Notwithstanding the criticisms, par-
ticularly in terms of length of stay, the system has proven effective in ensuring that those who 
come to our country seeking international protection receive food and shelter and have immedi-
ate access to our state services.   Over 60,000 people have been provided with shelter since its 
inception.  

It is not possible to predict how many people may arrive in any given year seeking inter-
national protection. However, the system ensures that all applicants can be offered immediate 
shelter, full board accommodation and a range of services, such as health and education while 
their applications are being processed. Not every person who seeks international protection 
chooses to accept this offer, and some choose to live independently or with friends in communi-
ties across the country, as they are entirely free to do.

If the system was simply disbanded, as some have been calling for, without a viable alter-
native, the risks of consigning vulnerable people, who know neither our country, its systems 
nor our language, to poverty, exploitation and homelessness are multiplied. The Government 
cannot countenance that. I have not heard a viable alternative put forward as to how a person, 
who has unestablished needs and turns up here unexpectedly, can be immediately provided 
with shelter and an acceptable level of care.  

In the absence of an alternative, any commitment to abolish a system that offers instant 
shelter and support would pose a serious risk to the wellbeing of protection applicants and un-
dermine our international obligations.

As the Deputy will be aware, the system has already been subject to a complete review in 
2014.  Mr. Justice Bryan McMahon chaired a Working Group comprised of advocates and of-
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ficials and made 173 recommendations for reform of the protection process including direct 
provision. The report was accepted by Government and three separate itemised progress reports 
on these recommendations were published on my Department’s website, resulting in change 
being achieved across 98% of the recommendations.  

Very significant changes and improvements have been made to our Direct Provision Centres 
over the last two years.  For example, substantial reforms to the living conditions of applicants. 
Five centres now provide independent living (food hall distribution and cooking) facilities to 
a total of 1,430 residents and it is planned that an additional 900 residents will have access to 
these facilities before the end of this year.  Indeed by early next year over half of residents will 
have access to independent living within the next year.  

Of course, individual problems and issues can and do arise when any individual interacts 
with a service provided by the state but, in such circumstances, where complaints are made and 
applicants are not happy with how matters are resolved, International Protection Applicants 
now have full access to the services of the Ombudsman and Ombudsman for Children. 

Following on from the improvements made arising from the recommendations in the Mc-
Mahon Report, the Government has looked to further consolidate those improvements and 
build upon them.  In particular, the decision to opt into the (recast) Reception Conditions Di-
rective represents another major reform of the process.  The requirements now being formally 
placed on our system of Direct Provision to comply formally with EU norms is another wel-
come advancement, which will be concluded by June of this year.  The opt-in to the EU’s Recast 
Reception Directive will further improve our processes, subject them to external oversight and 
place our services on a common European standard. The opt-in process is continuing and this 
will allow the European Commission to conduct its assessment of the management and condi-
tions pertaining to our Direct Provision system and present their findings in the future. 

I can assure the Deputy that the Government is committed to the ongoing reform in relation 
to Direct Provision or any other aspect of our asylum system that may be required in order that 
we have a system in Ireland that reaches or exceeds the standards required by the Reception 
Conditions Directive and that will compare favourably with the best systems of our EU part-
ners. 

17/04/2018WRA03000Garda Data

17/04/2018WRA0310051. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
new Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in County Louth in each of the years 2014 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16571/18]

17/04/2018WRA03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I should say at the outset 
that the distribution of Garda personnel, including the allocation of newly attested Gardaí, is 
exclusively the statutory responsibility of the Garda Commissioner. 

Notwithstanding the Commissioner’s responsibility, I have provided for the record, in tabu-
lar form, the detailed information requested by the Deputy.  

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 28 February 2018, the latest date 
for which figures are available, the strength of the Louth Division was 311. When appropriate, 
the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Economic 
Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.
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I can assure the House that the Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime. To make this a reality for all, the 
Government has in place a plan for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, 
including 15,000 Garda members. 

Real, tangible progress has been made towards this goal. Garda numbers, taking account of 
projected retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since 
the end of 2016. 

The Deputy will be aware that in 2010 a previous Government closed the Garda College 
and imposed a moratorium - the measures imposed at that time had a negative impact on Garda 
numbers across all Divisions and the legacy of these decisions continues to have consequences 
for policing. When it had brought about an early exit from the bailout and stabilised the public 
finances, in September 2014 the then Government reopened the College and since then just 
under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and are performing main-
stream duties nationwide, 69 of whom have been assigned to the Louth Division. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Gar-
da workforce. This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In 
total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last 
month. Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 
14,000 by the end of 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. We are now rebuilding the organisation 
and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of 
Gardaí. Undoubtedly, the ongoing recruitment process will support all Garda activities and 
enhance visibility within our communities and will enable the Commissioner to provide ad-
ditional resources across every Garda Division, including the Louth Division, as new Garda 
recruits continue to come on stream. 

Probationer Garda   Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
LOUTH DROGHE-

DA
5 4 16 4 29

 DUNDALK 5 13 18 4 40
TOTAL  10 17 34 8 69
*To date in 2018 

17/04/2018WRA03300Garda Data

17/04/2018WRA0340052. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in county Tipperary in each of the years 2014 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16583/18]

17/04/2018WRA03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I should say at the outset 
that the distribution of Garda personnel, including the allocation of newly attested Gardaí, is 
exclusively the statutory responsibility of the Garda Commissioner. 

Notwithstanding the Commissioner’s responsibility, I have provided for the record, in tabu-
lar form, the detailed information requested by the Deputy.  
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I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 28 February 2018, the latest date 
for which figures are available, the strength of the Tipperary Division was 390. When appro-
priate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the 
National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Eco-
nomic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.

I can assure the House that the Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime. To make this a reality for all, the 
Government has in place a plan for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, 
including 15,000 Garda members. 

Real, tangible progress has been made towards this goal. Garda numbers, taking account of 
projected retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since 
the end of 2016. 

The Deputy will be aware that in 2010 a previous Government closed the Garda College 
and imposed a moratorium - the measures imposed at that time had a negative impact on Garda 
numbers across all Divisions and the legacy of these decisions continues to have consequences 
for policing. When it had brought about an early exit from the bailout and stabilised the public 
finances, in September 2014 the then Government reopened the College and since then just 
under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and are performing main-
stream duties nationwide, 44 of whom have been assigned to the Tipperary Division. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Gar-
da workforce. This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In 
total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last 
month. Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 
14,000 by the end of 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. We are now rebuilding the organisation 
and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of 
Gardaí. Undoubtedly, the ongoing recruitment process will support all Garda activities and 
enhance visibility within our communities and will enable the Commissioner to provide addi-
tional resources across every Garda Division, including the Tipperary Division, as new Garda 
recruits continue to come on stream. 

Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
TIPPER-
ARY

THURLES 5 5 5 0 15

 CLON-
MEL

0 4 11 0 15

 NENAGH 0 5 5 4 14
TOTAL  5 14 21 4 44
*To date in 2018

17/04/2018WRA03600Diplomatic Representation

17/04/2018WRA0370053. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the level of contact 
that took place between his Department, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and An 
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Garda Síochána with regard to the recent expulsion of a Russian diplomat; if he is satisfied that 
all due process was followed with regard to the role of his Department and An Garda Síochána; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16535/18]

17/04/2018WRA03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the formal relations between states in respect of diplomatic representation are governed 
by the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 1961 and the Vienna Convention on Con-
sular Relations 1963, which Ireland ratified in 1967. These two international treaties codify 
what is perhaps one of the oldest and most accepted fields of international law, namely the 
formal relations between states and their official representatives. 

Ireland maintains friendly relationships with many other states and all members of diplo-
matic or consular missions are required to respect the laws of the states where they are assigned, 
including the very clear obligations under the Vienna Conventions. 

Any breach of those obligations is treated seriously.

Deputy Wallace will know that the accreditation of any diplomat is granted by the host state 
and can be terminated by the host state.  The termination of an accreditation of a diplomatic 
staff member from another state is a matter for the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, in 
line with the provisions of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations.

The Tánaiste announced on 27 March that The Secretary General of the Department of For-
eign Affairs and Trade had informed subsequently the Ambassador of the Russian Federation 
that the accreditation of a member of his staff with diplomatic status was to be terminated, in 
line with the provisions of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. 

It would not be appropriate to comment on the detail of any specific or individual case in 
which an accreditation would be withdrawn and I do not propose to do so.  I can assure the 
Deputy, however, that the actions taken in respect of these events were informed by a full pro-
cess of consultation between the relevant authorities here.

17/04/2018WRA03900Legislative Reviews

17/04/2018WRA0400054. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of his 
Department’s review of existing personal insolvency Acts; the main aspects of the current leg-
islation he plans to address in such a review; when the review will be completed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16528/18]

17/04/2018WRA04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is cur-
rently finalising a review of Part 3 of the Personal Insolvency Acts. Part 3 is the core of the 
legislation, dealing with the operation in practice of the three personal insolvency mechanisms 
– Debt Relief Notices, Debt Settlement Arrangements, and Personal Insolvency Arrangements. 
This review also responds to the commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government 
to review personal insolvency thresholds and processes, including for SMEs.

In practice, the insolvency legislation has already been extensively reviewed and developed 
since 2012. Key reforms already introduced include the section 115A court review process 
(which removed the so-called ‘bank veto’) and the Abhaile Mortgage Arrears Resolution Ser-
vice (which in effect ensures that borrowers at risk of losing their homes due to mortgage ar-
rears can access free independent expert financial and legal advice to get solutions into place).  

Nevertheless, we have always said that we will keep this important legislation under review, 
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and will take any further action needed to ensure that it operates effectively.   

My officials have completed extensive work on the review, which included a public consul-
tation launched last year. A range of detailed submissions were received and these have been 
carefully analysed.  Furthermore, a number of additional issues and concerns emerged in recent 
months, after those submissions concluded. The review was extended to allow these also to 
be addressed. They have been discussed in detail with the relevant stakeholders, including the 
Insolvency Service, personal insolvency practitioners and banks.  

I expect to receive a report from my officials on the review towards the end of May. In 
consultation with the Minister for Finance, I expect shortly afterwards to finalise a report to be 
laid before the Oireachtas and to bring proposals to Government to address the review’s recom-
mendations – including, subject to Government agreement, proposals for legislative change. 

17/04/2018WRA04200Garda Data

17/04/2018WRA0430055. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in County Kerry in each of the years 2014 to 2017 
and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16556/18]

17/04/2018WRA04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I should say at the outset 
that the distribution of Garda personnel, including the allocation of newly attested Gardaí, is 
exclusively the statutory responsibility of the Garda Commissioner. 

Notwithstanding the Commissioner’s responsibility, I have provided for the record, in tabu-
lar form, the detailed information requested by the Deputy.  

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 28 February 2018, the latest date 
for which figures are available, the strength of the Kerry Division was 320. When appropriate, 
the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Economic 
Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.

I can assure the House that the Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime. To make this a reality for all, the 
Government has in place a plan for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, 
including 15,000 Garda members. 

Real, tangible progress has been made towards this goal. Garda numbers, taking account of 
projected retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since 
the end of 2016. 

The Deputy will be aware that in 2010 a previous Government closed the Garda College 
and imposed a moratorium - the measures imposed at that time had a negative impact on Garda 
numbers across all Divisions and the legacy of these decisions continues to have consequences 
for policing. When it had brought about an early exit from the bailout and stabilised the public 
finances, in September 2014 the then Government reopened the College and since then just 
under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and are performing main-
stream duties nationwide, 29 of whom have been assigned to the Kerry Division. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Gar-
da workforce. This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In 
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total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last 
month. Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 
14,000 by the end of 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. We are now rebuilding the organisation 
and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of 
Gardaí. Undoubtedly, the ongoing recruitment process will support all Garda activities and 
enhance visibility within our communities and will enable the Commissioner to provide ad-
ditional resources across every Garda Division, including the Kerry Division, as new Garda 
recruits continue to come on stream. 

Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
KERRY TRALEE 9 0 10 2 21
 KILLAR-

NEY
0 0 7 1 8

TOTAL  9 0 17 3 29
*To date in 2018 

17/04/2018WRA04500Garda Data

17/04/2018WRA0460056. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in counties Laois and Offaly in each of the years 
2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16546/18]

17/04/2018WRA04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I should say at the outset 
that the distribution of Garda personnel, including the allocation of newly attested Gardaí, is 
exclusively the statutory responsibility of the Garda Commissioner. 

Notwithstanding the Commissioner’s responsibility, I have provided for the record, in tabu-
lar form, the detailed information requested by the Deputy.  

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 28 February 2018, the latest date 
for which figures are available, the strength of the Laois/Offaly  Division was 340. When ap-
propriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as 
the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National 
Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.

I can assure the House that the Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime. To make this a reality for all, the 
Government has in place a plan for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, 
including 15,000 Garda members. 

Real, tangible progress has been made towards this goal. Garda numbers, taking account of 
projected retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since 
the end of 2016. 

The Deputy will be aware that in 2010 a previous Government closed the Garda College 
and imposed a moratorium - the measures imposed at that time had a negative impact on Garda 
numbers across all Divisions and the legacy of these decisions continues to have consequences 
for policing. When it had brought about an early exit from the bailout and stabilised the public 
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finances, in September 2014 the then Government reopened the College and since then just 
under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and are performing main-
stream duties nationwide, 76 of whom have been assigned to the Laois/Offaly  Division. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Gar-
da workforce. This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In 
total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last 
month. Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 
14,000 by the end of 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. We are now rebuilding the organisation 
and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of 
Gardaí. Undoubtedly, the ongoing recruitment process will support all Garda activities and 
enhance visibility within our communities and will enable the Commissioner to provide ad-
ditional resources across every Garda Division, including the Laois/Offaly Division, as new 
Garda recruits continue to come on stream. 

Probationer Garda   Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
LAOIS /   
OFFALY

PORT-
LAOISE

4 15 32 5 56

 TUL-
LAMORE

5 5 10 0 20

TOTAL  9 20 42 5 76
*To date in 2018

17/04/2018WRA04800Garda Data

17/04/2018WRA0490057. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in County Waterford in each of the years 2014 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16549/18]

17/04/2018WRA05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I should say at the outset 
that the distribution of Garda personnel, including the allocation of newly attested Gardaí, is 
exclusively the statutory responsibility of the Garda Commissioner. 

Notwithstanding the Commissioner’s responsibility, I have provided for the record, in tabu-
lar form, the detailed information requested by the Deputy.  

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 28 February 2018, the latest date 
for which figures are available, the strength of the Waterford Division was 300. When appro-
priate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the 
National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Eco-
nomic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.

I can assure the House that the Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime. To make this a reality for all, the 
Government has in place a plan for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, 
including 15,000 Garda members. 

Real, tangible progress has been made towards this goal. Garda numbers, taking account of 
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projected retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since 
the end of 2016. 

The Deputy will be aware that in 2010 a previous Government closed the Garda College 
and imposed a moratorium - the measures imposed at that time had a negative impact on Garda 
numbers across all Divisions and the legacy of these decisions continues to have consequences 
for policing. When it had brought about an early exit from the bailout and stabilised the public 
finances, in September 2014 the then Government reopened the College and since then just 
under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and are performing main-
stream duties nationwide, 61 of whom have been assigned to the Waterford Division. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Gar-
da workforce. This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In 
total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last 
month. Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 
14,000 by the end of 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. We are now rebuilding the organisation 
and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of 
Gardaí. Undoubtedly, the ongoing recruitment process will support all Garda activities and 
enhance visibility within our communities and will enable the Commissioner to provide addi-
tional resources across every Garda Division, including the Waterford Division, as new Garda 
recruits continue to come on stream. 

Probationer Garda   Allocations 2015 – 2018* 

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
WATER-
FORD

WATER-
FORD

14 10 24 7 55

 DUNGAR-
VAN

0 0 3 0 3

 TRA-
MORE

0 0 3 0 3

TOTAL  14 10 30 7 61
*To date in 2018

17/04/2018WRA05100Closed-Circuit Television Systems Expenditure

17/04/2018WRA0520058. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the investment by 
his Department in CCTV since the commitment given in the confidence and supply agreement 
to invest in CCTV; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16491/18]

17/04/2018WRA05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Programme for a Partnership Government commits to supporting investment in CCTV 
systems at key locations along the road network and in urban centres.  This commitment is be-
ing progressed in a number of ways. 

In pursuance of this commitment, a Community-based CCTV grant-aid Scheme was 
launched by my Department in April 2017 to assist groups in the establishment of community-
based CCTV systems in their local areas.

Under the Scheme, which is being administered by my Department, eligible community 
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groups can apply for grant-aid of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV sys-
tem, up to a maximum grant of €40,000. It is intended that the Scheme will run for 3 years from 
April 2017 with funding of some €1 million being made available each year.

To date 4 applications under the scheme have been approved, with approved funding total-
ling almost €120,000 with schemes to be established in County Wexford and County Wicklow.

A further 4 applications are under active consideration and another 3 applications have been 
returned to the applicants concerned, to enable them to provide the information necessary to 
qualify for grant-aid.

That scheme supplements the existing network of CCTV systems in operation in the State.  I 
understand there are some 35 Garda CCTV schemes in operation throughout the State compris-
ing in excess of 500 cameras.  In addition, there are some 45 Community-based CCTV schemes 
in operation encompassing over 360 cameras to which An Garda Síochána have access, sup-
ported under the previous grant-aid scheme funded by my Department between 2005 and 2013.

As a condition of the scheme, there is a requirement for prior support of the relevant Local 
Authority, which must act as Data Controller. This is a long-standing statutory requirement, set 
out in the Garda Síochána (CCTV) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 289 of 2006), for the establishment and 
proper functioning of community CCTV systems generally. 

Full details of the grant aid package including guidelines, application forms, code of prac-
tice and other relevant documentation are all available to download from my Department’s 
website - www.justice.ie.  Guidance is available to help local groups in both rural and urban 
areas to apply for this important funding and I am keen to ensure that groups take full advantage 
of the availability of this funding. 

Regarding the road network, I can confirm that services under the Garda Safety Camera 
contract commenced in May 2017 and provide an annual minimum of 90,000 hours of monitor-
ing and surveying vehicle speed across 1,031 designated safety camera zones. 

Further, it should be noted that expansion of the use of technologies including CCTV and 
Automatic Number Plate Recognition is included under the Garda Commissioner’s Moderni-
sation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021.  The intention in this regard is to utilise modern 
technology to identify key criminal and terrorist targets and to enhance community safety.

These developments are underpinned by significant Government investment under the Cap-
ital Plan of some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT; as well as some €46 million 
to provide An Garda Síochána with additional high-powered vehicles to ensure that Gardaí 
can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle 
crime.

17/04/2018WRA05400Parental Leave

17/04/2018WRA0550059. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to introduce 
shared paid parental leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8405/18]

17/04/2018WRA05600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for Partnership Government includes a commit-
ment to increase paid parental leave during the first year of a child’s life, as research shows that 
parental care is of particular importance in the first year of life. 
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To further this commitment, the Government has established an interdepartmental working 
group to develop proposals to give effect to the programme commitments. The key objectives 
of this group are to:

-  Develop options as to the duration of the leave, the age of the eligible child, and the level 
of payment to be offered;

-  Determine the usefulness of adopting a phased approach;

-  Estimate the likely costs arising; and 

-  Align any proposals as much as possible with a European Commission Proposal for a 
Directive on work-life balance for parents and carers which is currently under discussion at 
working group level under the Bulgarian Presidency of the EU. 

The interdepartmental group is currently working on a policy approach and I expect it to 
report with its proposals towards the end of this month.  

The move to introduce a paid parental leave entitlement is also in keeping with the policy 
approach put forward by the European Commission’s proposal for a work-life balance direc-
tive, which is currently under discussion at working group level under the Bulgarian Presidency 
of the EU.  

The specific objectives of the Directive are:

-  To improve access to work-life balance arrangements and; 

-  To increase take-up of family-related leaves and flexible working arrangements by men. 

The Directive’s key proposal is that parental leave should be made available to parents on 
a paid basis. This approach recognises that the provision of paid parental leave will be more 
effective and more appropriate in terms of encouraging fathers to share the caring role for their 
children. All the evidence shows that in parenting, what is best for children is the involvement 
of their fathers, in addition to their mothers, in their practical care and day to day lives.

Given that discussions are on-going at EU level and the interdepartmental working group is 
not due to present its proposals until later this month, the Deputy will appreciate that it would 
be premature at this juncture to propose any detailed plans in relation to parental leave policy. 

17/04/2018WRA05700Garda Data

17/04/2018WRA0580060. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in County Limerick in each of the years 2014 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16557/18]

17/04/2018WRA05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I should say at the outset 
that the distribution of Garda personnel, including the allocation of newly attested Gardaí, is 
exclusively the statutory responsibility of the Garda Commissioner. 

Notwithstanding the Commissioner’s responsibility, I have provided for the record, in tabu-
lar form, the detailed information requested by the Deputy.  

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 28 February 2018, the latest date 
for which figures are available, the strength of the Limerick   Division was 559. When appro-
priate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the 
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National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Eco-
nomic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.

I can assure the House that the Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime. To make this a reality for all, the 
Government has in place a plan for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, 
including 15,000 Garda members. 

Real, tangible progress has been made towards this goal. Garda numbers, taking account of 
projected retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since 
the end of 2016. 

The Deputy will be aware that in 2010 a previous Government closed the Garda College 
and imposed a moratorium - the measures imposed at that time had a negative impact on Garda 
numbers across all Divisions and the legacy of these decisions continues to have consequences 
for policing. When it had brought about an early exit from the bailout and stabilised the public 
finances, in September 2014 the then Government reopened the College and since then just 
under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and are performing main-
stream duties nationwide, 53 of whom have been assigned to the Limerick   Division. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Gar-
da workforce. This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In 
total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last 
month. Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 
14,000 by the end of 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. We are now rebuilding the organisation 
and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of 
Gardaí. Undoubtedly, the ongoing recruitment process will support all Garda activities and 
enhance visibility within our communities and will enable the Commissioner to provide ad-
ditional resources across every Garda Division, including the Limerick Division, as new Garda 
recruits continue to come on stream. 

Probationer Garda   Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
LIMER-
ICK

HENRY   
STREET

5 12 14 5 36

 ROX-
BORO   
ROAD

4 5 4 4 17

TOTAL  9 17 18 9 53
*To date in 2018

17/04/2018WRA06000Departmental Operations

17/04/2018WRA0610061. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure in his 
Department for logging all contact and communications with senior management in An Garda 
Síochána; if procedures have changed in recent times; and if so, when and the way in which this 
happened. [16447/18]
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17/04/2018WRA06200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Records management 
procedures in my Department are aimed at ensuring that, whatever their provenance, letters/
emails receive appropriate attention; any decisions taken, particularly by the Minister or the Sec-
retary General, are recorded; and minutes are taken of meetings.  However, officials throughout 
my Department have very frequent contact with An Garda Síochána in line with the Depart-
ment’s responsibilities under the Garda Síochána Acts and the Deputy will understand that it 
would not be practicable to log all such contacts.  

The external review conducted by Mr Michael Collins, S.C. of my Department’s discovery 
of documents to the Disclosures Tribunal.  Mr Collins identified certain shortcomings arising 
from, in particular, the filing of electronic communications and these are being addressed.  A 
civil service-wide project is underway in relation to electronic file management and this will 
help to ensure that electronic documents, including emails, can more easily be associated with 
relevant files.  In the context of preparing for the introduction of this new system, the Depart-
ment’s procedures are currently under review. 

17/04/2018WRA06300Family Law Cases

17/04/2018WRA0640062. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
the difficulties many unmarried fathers are facing with the in camera rule and the need to re-
solve these issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16443/18]

17/04/2018WRA06500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The purpose of the in 
camera rule in family law and child care proceedings is to protect the identity of the parties and 
any child to whom the proceedings relate. While the general principle as set out in Bunreacht 
na hÉireann is that justice be administered in public, the underlying concern is that family law 
proceedings relate to matters which are sensitive and private to the parties and there is no public 
interest in requiring that their identities be published. 

The in camera rule offers protection to other family members from the publication or broad-
casting of information relating to them which would affect the anonymity of the parties or any 
child concerned. 

The in camera rule was modified by Part 2 of the Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act 2013 to allow bona fide members of the press to be present in court during family 
law and child care proceedings and to report on such proceedings subject to strict conditions.  
This reform of the in camera rule was made to enable the media, researchers and legal profes-
sionals to gain access to valuable information on the operation of the law in this area.  There has 
been increased coverage of family law proceedings in print and other media but with appropri-
ate protection of the identities of individuals involved.  

An important safeguard in this regard is section 40A of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 
2004 which makes it an offence to publish or broadcast any information which would be likely 
to lead members of the public to identify the parties to family law proceedings or any children 
to whom the proceedings relate. 

I am aware of concerns that some unmarried fathers feel that they have been given unfair 
hearings and cannot articulate this because of the in camera rule. I have no role in the making of 
court orders in relation to family law issues. This is a function of the courts, which are, subject 
to the Constitution and the law, independent in the performance of their functions.  Where a 
party to family law proceedings is dissatisfied with the outcome of the proceedings, it is open 
to that party to appeal the decision.  The in camera rule does not prevent the judiciary from rely-
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ing on judgments in previous relevant family law cases as precedents.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Judicial Council Bill 2017, which was published in June 
2017 and which is currently awaiting Committee State in Seanad Éireann, will establish a Ju-
dicial Council to promote excellence in the exercise by judges of their judicial functions and 
high standards of conduct among judges. A Judicial Conduct Committee established under the 
Bill will have a central role in considering complaints against judges and referring them either 
for resolution by informal means or for formal investigation. The Judicial Council Bill does not 
preclude the consideration of an otherwise admissible complaint because the relevant proceed-
ings have been held in camera.    

17/04/2018WRA06600Gambling Legislation

17/04/2018WRA0670063. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status on 
the working group examining the gambling control Bill; his plans to bring this legislation for-
ward in a timely manner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16444/18]

17/04/2018WRA06800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Government, on 10 January, 2018, approved the updating of the 2013 General Scheme of 
the Gambling Control Bill.  The proposed updating follows on from the review work undertak-
en in the Department of Justice and Equality over the past year and consultations with interested 
stakeholders.  Changes to the Scheme will be subject to further consultations with the Office of 
the Attorney General and other relevant Departments. 

In the context of reviewing and updating the General Scheme, I received Government ap-
proval to establish a Working Group, chaired by myself, comprising all stakeholder Depart-
ments, relevant Offices and the Office of the Attorney General. The Working Group had its 
first meeting in February 2018 and continues to meet. I hope that the Group can submit a final 
report to Government on its work in mid to late 2018.

It would be my intention to bring forward a revised General Scheme for approval by Gov-
ernment as soon as possible thereafter.

17/04/2018WRA06900Diplomatic Representation

17/04/2018WRA0700064. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has requested the 
Garda Commissioner to explain when and the way in which the information contained in the 
intelligence report that led to the expulsion of a Russian diplomat came to light regarding the 
activities of the person concerned; the number of meetings that took place between An Garda 
Síochána, the Defence Forces and other organisations in relation to completing the intelligence 
report; and if he is satisfied that An Garda Síochána has been appropriately monitoring this re-
ported security threat. [16538/18]

17/04/2018WRA07100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can assure the Deputy 
that the Government affords the highest priority to the State’s security.

An Garda Síochána carries out a range of functions in safeguarding our national security, 
including actions to counter terrorist threats, to support international security and to protect 
the State and its vital interests, where necessary, from espionage and unlawful acts of foreign 
interference.

In this regard, the Garda Authorities work very closely with their colleagues in the Defence 
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Forces on an ongoing basis and they engage with all other relevant authorities as necessary.  
The Authorities here also co-operate on an ongoing basis with their counterparts in other states.

As the House will appreciate, it is the longstanding policy not to comment on the detail of 
specific security arrangements that may be put in place.  To reveal the detail of such arrange-
ments would be quite simply to undermine them and to hand advantage to those who my wish to 
do harm to people or to the State’s vital interests. I do not propose to depart from the longstand-
ing practice of my predecessors in this regard.

17/04/2018WRA07200Garda Data

17/04/2018WRA0730065. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in counties Longford and Roscommon in each 
of the years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16582/18]

17/04/2018WRA0740070. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of new Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in County Donegal in each of the years 
2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16567/18]

17/04/2018WRA0750076. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
new Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in counties Sligo and Leitrim in each of the 
years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16565/18]

17/04/2018WRA0760079. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in County Meath in each of the years 2014 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16573/18]

17/04/2018WRA0770080. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of new Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in west County Cork in each 
of the years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16551/18]

17/04/2018WRA0780089. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in County Kildare in each of the years 2014 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16575/18]

17/04/2018WRA07900581. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in County Wexford in each of the years 2014 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16585/18]

17/04/2018WRA08000582. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
new Garda recruits assigned to each Garda station in counties Cavan and Monaghan from 2014 
to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16569/18]

17/04/2018WRA08100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 65, 70, 76, 79, 80, 89, 581 and 582 together.  

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the dis-
tribution of resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
the optimum use is made of these resources. 
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When appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national 
units such as the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the 
Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime 
Bureau.

I can assure the House that the Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime. To make this a reality for all, the 
Government has in place a plan for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, 
including 15,000 Garda members. 

Real, tangible progress has been made towards this goal. Garda numbers, taking account of 
projected retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since 
the end of 2016. 

The closure of the Garda College by the Government of the day in 2010 and the moratorium 
imposed at that time had a negative impact on Garda numbers across all Divisions and we con-
tinue to be negatively impacted by the legacy of the recession. Since when my Party took office 
in 2011 following the severe economic crash, we, along with our partners in Government, set 
about existing the bailout, stabilising the economy and returning to growth and job creation. 
We reopened the College in September 2014 and since then just under 1,800 recruits have at-
tested as members of An Garda Síochána and are performing mainstream duties nationwide. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Gar-
da workforce. This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In 
total, 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last 
month. Further, Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 
14,000 by the end of 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. We are now rebuilding the organisation 
and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of 
Gardaí. Undoubtedly, the ongoing recruitment process will support all Garda activities and en-
hance visibility within our communities and will enable the Commissioner to provide addition-
al resources across every Garda Division, as new Garda recruits continue to come on stream. 

I have set out in the attached spreadsheet the number of new Garda Recruits allocated to 
each station in the Roscommon/Longford, West Cork, Sligo/Leitrim, Donegal, Meath, Kildare, 
Cavan/Monaghan and Wexford Garda Divisions, in each of the years 2014 and to date in 2018 
as supplied by the Commissioner.

Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
ROSCOM-
MON/
LONG-
FORD

LONG-
FORD

0 5 0 0 5

ROSCOM-
MON

0 0 5 0 5

CAS-
TLEREA

0 0 5 0 5

TOTAL 0 5 10 0 15
*To date in 2018
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Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
CORK 
WEST

BANDON 5 0 10 0 15

CLON-
AKILTY

0 0 5 0 5

TOTAL 5 0 15 0 20
*To date in 2018

Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
SLIGO/
LEITRIM

SLIGO 5 5 8 0 18

TOTAL 5 5 8 0 18
*To date in 2018Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
DONE-
GAL

LETTER-
KENNY

10 5 13 4 32

TOTAL 10 5 13 4 32
*To date in 2018

Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
MEATH NAVAN 5 10 15 2 32

ASH-
BOURNE

0 9 15 3 27

TOTAL 5 19 30 5 59
*To date in 2018

Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
KILDARE NAAS 5 5 24 2 36

KILDARE 0 9 5 0 14
NEW-
BRIDGE

5 0 8 0 13

LEIXLIP 4 5 10 3 22
TOTAL 14 19 47 5 85
*To date in 2018

Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
WEX-
FORD

WEX-
FORD

9 5 15 2 31

ENNIS-
CORTHY

5 5 11 2 23
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DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
NEW 
ROSS

0 0 8 2 10

TOTAL 14 10 34 6 64
*To date in 2018

Probationer Garda Allocations 2015 – 2018*

DIVISION STATION 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL
CAVAN/
MONAGHAN

MONAGHAN 5 1 7 5 18

CAVAN 5 7 10 3 25
CARRICK-
MACROSS

0 0 5 5 10

TOTAL 10 8 22 13 53
*To date in 2018

17/04/2018WRA08200Garda Information and Communications Technology

17/04/2018WRA0830066. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the role his Depart-
ment plays in An Garda Síochána’s ICT governance board; the person that represents his De-
partment on this board; the number of meetings they attend on an annual basis; if he is updated 
on the work of the board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16534/18]

17/04/2018WRA08400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that there is regular, detailed and structured engagement between my Department and An Garda 
Síochána in relation to governance and the Garda reform programme generally, including ICT 
matters.

I am advised that the Garda Information and Communications Technology Governance 
Board was established in November 2016, building on a recommendation of the Garda Sío-
chána Inspectorate. I am further advised that the Board discharges its functions in line with its 
agreed Terms of Reference. Amongst other things, its overall role is to provide strategic direc-
tion and oversight for the ICT Programme in the context of the overall Garda reform strategy 
and to ensure that the portfolio of projects is aligned with the Modernisation and Renewal Pro-
gramme and is delivering the intended value.  

Board meetings are attended by representatives of An Garda Síochána, my Department, the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the Office of the Government Chief Informa-
tion Officer and the Policing Authority.  My Department is represented on the Board by a Prin-
cipal Officer and an Assistant Principal Officer. 

The Board generally meets on a quarterly basis.  There have been 5 meetings of the Board 
since its establishment in November 2016, with a further meeting scheduled for this month. 

17/04/2018WRA08500Community Policing

17/04/2018WRA0860067. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position on ex-
panding community policing and increasing the number of community gardaí in the Laois-
Offaly division. [15334/18]
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17/04/2018WRA08700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that it is the Garda Commissioner and his management team who are responsible for the 
distribution of all Garda resources, including personnel, and I as Minister have no role in such 
matters. However, I am informed by the Garda authorities that as of 28 February 2018, the 
number of Gardaí assigned to the Laois/Offaly Division was 340. Since the reopening of the 
Garda College in September 2014, just under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An 
Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide including 76 to the 
Laois/Offaly Division. 

Community policing, as the Deputy is well aware, is at the heart of An Garda Síochána and 
every Garda has a role to play in community policing. 

In addition, the National Community Policing Office, attached to the Garda Community Re-
lations Bureau, captures best practice in community policing initiatives and disseminates these 
practices through its communication network. 

An Garda Síochána’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 places a strong 
emphasis on developing and supporting the community policing ethos of the organisation and 
enhancing the current delivery model so that Gardaí spend more time in the community, gaining 
public confidence and trust and providing a greater sense of security. 

In terms of progress on this important initiative, I am informed by the Commissioner that a 
draft Community Policing Framework which outlines the manner in which Community Polic-
ing Teams and Community Safety Fora will be established has been completed and is subject to 
internal review before being approved by the Executive for implementation. The Commissioner 
anticipates that a number of Community Policing Teams will be established on a pilot basis this 
year.

In addition to an allocation of almost €100 million for Garda overtime to support anti-crime 
operations in 2018, the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 also provides for significant 
resourcing of An Garda Síochána. Some €46million was allocated for investment in the Garda 
fleet to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit for purpose fleet. This is 
in addition to the investment of almost €30 million in the fleet in the period 2013 to 2015. In 
total in the period 2013 to end of 2017 almost €44 million will have been invested in the fleet 
with some 2,000 vehicles coming on stream in that period.

Some €330 million, including €205 million under the Capital Plan, is being invested in 
Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 2021. This major investment will allow An Garda 
Síochána to deploy the latest cutting edge technologies in the fight against crime and will fa-
cilitate progress on important reforms arising from the Garda Inspectorate’s report on Crime 
Investigation. 

Furthermore, the substantial increase in Garda numbers is tangible progress on achieving 
this Government’s vision of an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 compris-
ing 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. Policing in Laois/
Offaly Division, and in all other areas, will undoubtedly benefit from the resources now coming 
on stream.

17/04/2018WRA08800Departmental Communications

17/04/2018WRA0890068. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is a policy in 
his Department regarding the use of non-departmental or personal email for departmental or 
Government business; if so, when this policy was put in place; if it will be published; if a re-
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view of the senior management in his Department has been carried out to ensure that senior 
officials have never used non-departmental or personal email for departmental business; if not, 
the reason therefor; his plans to undertake a review of same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16446/18]

17/04/2018WRA09000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Access for all staff of 
my Department to web based emails is restricted by security infrastructure. The Department 
provides a secure remote access service to staff who require access to Departmental systems 
including emails outside of work hours.  Like most people, officials in the Department would 
have personal email accounts and may occasionally use personal email accounts for work-
related business; this would be rare and born of necessity, for example where ICT systems are 
inaccessible.  Officials are aware that particular care is required not to communicate confiden-
tial information through non-official means.  All work-related  communications, including in 
respect of non-official email accounts, remain subject to relevant regulatory and legislative 
requirements such as FOI, archives and data protection. 

In these circumstances, there are no plans to carry out a review along the lines suggested by 
the Deputy.  The Department of Justice and Equality has an Acceptable Usage Policy in respect 
of ICT usage which was first put in place a decade ago and is currently in the process of be-
ing updated, particularly in light of ICT developments.  In addition to being made available to 
existing employees, this policy is provided to new employees when they join the Department 
and is included in their induction programme.  It does not currently address the use of non-
official email accounts.  The revised Acceptable Usage Policy will address the correct use of 
non-official email accounts for official business and when finalised will be made available on 
my Department’s website. 

17/04/2018WRA09100Garda Recruitment

17/04/2018WRA0920069. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing Garda recruitment; his plans for additional recruitment; the number of new gardaí that have 
been allocated to County Kildare in the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16527/18]

17/04/2018WRA09300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, including 
personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the 
matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in the 
context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made of 
these resources. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that the strength of the Kildare Division on 28 February 
2018, the latest date for which information is currently available, was 357. There are also 20 
Garda Reserves and 30 Garda civilian staff attached to the Kildare Division. When appropriate, 
the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Economic 
Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime.  To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an over-
all Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 
Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
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goal. 

Taking account of projected retirements, reaching a strength of 15,000 by 2021 will require 
some 1,600 new Garda members to be recruited on a phased basis over the next two years in 
addition to the 2,800 that will have been recruited by the end of this year since the re-opening 
of the Garda College in September 2014. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that since the reopening of the Garda College in Sep-
tember 2014, just under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and 
have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, of whom 85 have been assigned to the 
Kildare Division.  I am pleased to say that Garda numbers, taking account of retirements, in-
creased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since the end of 2016. 

I am also pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the 
Garda workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains 
on track. This year 800 new Garda recruits will enter the Garda College in four intakes of 200, 
the first of which entered in January. Also 800 Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the 
year- 200 of whom attested last month- which will see Garda numbers, taking account of pro-
jected retirements, reach 14,000 by the end of 2018.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties. There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training in 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are now re-
building the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy 
increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda Division, including the Kildare Division.

     Question No. 70 answered with Question No. 65.

17/04/2018WRB00300Gender Equality

17/04/2018WRB0040071. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
introduction of legislation to narrow the gender pay gap similar to that introduced in the UK 
whereby large companies are obliged to publish information on the gender pay gap in their 
company; if he has consulted with other Ministers on the Irish Human Rights and Equality 
Commission (Gender Pay Gap Information) Bill 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16177/18]

17/04/2018WRB00500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I fully support legislation along the lines described.  Action 1.23 of the National Strategy for 
Women and Girls 2017-2020 is to promote wage transparency by requiring companies of 50 or 
more employees to complete a wage survey periodically and report the results.  This reflects a 
commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government.  Minister Flanagan and I held a 
public consultation last Autumn on measures to address the gender pay gap and Ministers Fla-
nagan and Humphreys organised a successful symposium in January on the subject.

A Gender Pay Gap (Wage Transparency) Bill for publication in the Spring/Summer 2018 is 
included in the Government Legislation Programme.  A General Scheme of that Bill is currently 
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in preparation.  Ministers have been briefed on the policy intentions regarding the General 
Scheme which will be circulated to Ministers for consideration shortly.  

17/04/2018WRB00600Garda Data

17/04/2018WRB0070072. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of gardaí attached to core Garda units in the Cork city Garda division compared to 2010; 
and his views on same. [16544/18]

17/04/2018WRB0080085. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of gardaí allocated to core Garda units now compared to 2010; and his views on whether 
consideration should be given to reviewing the 2021 Garda strength targets. [16542/18]

17/04/2018WRB00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 72 and 85 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of 
resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no 
direct role in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum 
use is made of these resources.

I am informed by the Commissioner that the strength of the Cork City Division on 28 
February 2018, the latest date for which information is currently available, was 667. There are 
also 42 Garda Reserves and 69 Garda civilian staff attached to the Cork City Division. When 
appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as 
the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National 
Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime. To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an overall 
Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Re-
serve members and 4,000 civilians. This is an ambitious plan which requires significant invest-
ment in terms of recruitment, equipment, and accommodation while at the same time ensuring 
that the standard of training and supervision of the new entrants to An Garda Síochána over the 
course of the plan is not compromised. We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
goal and it is not intended at this stage to review the plan.

The closure of the Garda College by the Government of the day in 2010 and the moratorium 
imposed at that time had a negative impact on Garda numbers across all Divisions and we con-
tinue to be negatively impacted by the legacy of the recession. Since when my Party took office 
in 2011 following the severe economic crash, we, along with our partners in Government, set 
about existing the bailout, stabilising the economy and returning to growth and job creation. 
We reopened the Garda College in September 2014 and since then just under 1,800 recruits 
have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties 
nationwide. Garda numbers, taking account of retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 
2017 – a net increase of over 600 since the end of 2016. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána. We are now re-
building the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy 
increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Division, including the Cork City Division.
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I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Garda 
workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on track. 
This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. Also 800 Garda train-
ees are scheduled to attest this year - 200 of whom attested last month- which will see Garda 
numbers, taking account of projected retirements, reach 14,000 by the end of 2018.

In addition, provision has been made by the Government for the recruitment of a further 500 
civilians to fill critical skills gaps across the organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of 
Gardaí from administrative and technical duties to front-line operational duties. There are plans 
to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new Reserves expected to commence training in 2018. 

The material requested by the Deputy is not available in the manner requested. By way of 
assistance I attach a spread sheet containing the number of Gardaí by Division in 2010 and on 
28 February 2018, the latest date for which figures are currently available, as supplied by the 
Commissioner.

Garda Numbers by Division 2010 and 2018

DIVISION 2010 2018*
D.M.R. EAST              473 372
D.M.R. NORTH             803 666
D.M.R. NORTH CENTRAL     693 613
D.M.R. SOUTH             632 521
D.M.R. SOUTH CENTRAL     771 611
D.M.R. WEST              788 665
KILDARE                  323 357
LAOIS / OFFALY           320 340
MEATH                    313 308
WESTMEATH                262 271
WICKLOW                  355 306
CAVAN / MONAGHAN         391 329
DONEGAL                  466 387
LOUTH                    314 311
SLIGO / LEITRIM          320 305
KILKENNY/CARLOW          317 327
TIPPERARY                383 390
WATERFORD                302 300
WEXFORD                  281 291
CORK CITY                698 667
CORK NORTH               309 326
CORK WEST                318 298
KERRY                    334 320
LIMERICK                 643 559
CLARE                    320 309
GALWAY                   601 575
MAYO                     311 328
ROSCOMMON / LONG-
FORD     

301 314
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17/04/2018WRB01000Immigration Status

17/04/2018WRB0110073. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if corre-
spondence in relation to persons (details supplied) will be responded to; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16368/18]

17/04/2018WRB01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the records show that 
the most recent correspondence from the persons referred to by the Deputy were received on 
22 December 2017 and 17 December 2017 respectively. Both were acknowledged on 4 January 
2018 and the contents of the correspondence is being taken into account in the consideration of 
the applications. Processing of both applications is still under consideration and have not yet 
reached a conclusion. The applications will be submitted to me as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most straightforward cases are now processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRB01300Closed-Circuit Television Systems

17/04/2018WRB0140074. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
report on the roll out of his Department’s community CCTV schemes; and his plans to ensure 
schemes can proceed. [16540/18]

17/04/2018WRB01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
my Department has launched a Community-based CCTV grant-aid scheme to assist groups in 
the establishment of community-based CCTV systems in their local areas. 

There has been an increasing level of enquiries relating to the scheme. Some 11 applications 
have been received to date and I understand that a number of other applications are currently 
being readied for submission.

4 applications under the scheme have been approved to date, with approved funding total-
ling almost €120,000. A further 4 applications are under active consideration. The remaining 3 
applications received to date have been returned to the applicants concerned, to enable them to 
provide the information necessary to qualify for grant-aid.

Of the 4 approved applications for funding, 3 separate schemes are to be established in 
County Wexford and 1 in County Wicklow.
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Under the scheme, eligible community groups can apply for grant-aid of up to 60% of the 
total capital cost of a proposed CCTV system, up to a maximum grant of €40,000.

Full details of the grant aid package including guidelines, application forms, code of prac-
tice and other relevant documentation are all available to download from my Department’s 
website - www.justice.ie.

I am very conscious of the value that communities, especially rural communities, place on 
CCTV as a means of deterring crime and assisting in the detection of offenders and I would 
encourage interested groups to avail of the scheme.  

17/04/2018WRB01600Immigration Status

17/04/2018WRB0170075. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
an application by a person (details supplied) for naturalisation; the reason for the delay in this 
regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16369/18]

17/04/2018WRB01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of an ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy, is still un-
der consideration and has not yet reached a conclusion. The application will be submitted to me 
as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most straightforward cases are now processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

Question No. 76 answered with Question No. 65.

17/04/2018WRB02000Independent Review Mechanism

17/04/2018WRB0210077. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress of the statu-
tory inquiries initiated as a result of the Independent Review Mechanism; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16539/18]

17/04/2018WRB02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy is referring 
to five Statutory Inquiries which were established, under Section 42 of the Garda Síochána Act 
2005, on 15 May 2017.  These inquiries, each of which is presided over by a retired judge, arose 
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out of the recommendations of Counsel of the Independent Review Mechanism in respect of 
five complaints considered by it.  

As the Deputy will be aware, the Orders establishing these Inquiries prescribe that a re-
port will be made to me at the conclusion of each Inquiry.  

As was outlined to the Deputy in response to Question 148 of 15 February 2018, at the time 
of establishment of these Inquiries, a timeframe of six months was set out for the submission of 
final reports.  In interim reports provided to me by the judges, it was made clear that completion 
within that six month timeframe has not been possible due to a number of factors.  I therefore 
granted extensions as appropriate for each Inquiry.

Upon receipt of each final report, I will review the contents and consider whether any fur-
ther action is warranted or how I should proceed in relation to them.

At the present time, work is continuing on all five Inquiries. I expect to receive reports in 
respect of three of the inquiries by the end of April.  With regard to the remaining two inquiries, 
these have been given until the end of June to report.

As the Deputy will appreciate, certain aspects of these cases have proven very complex and 
I am anxious that the inquiries themselves are thorough and complete. 

17/04/2018WRB02300Garda Recruitment

17/04/2018WRB0240078. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps An Garda 
Síochána has taken at senior level to encourage a multi-cultural force reflecting the different 
cultural strands in society; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15158/18]

17/04/2018WRB02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, recruitment to An Garda Síochána is a matter for the Garda Commissioner and is gov-
erned by the Garda Síochána (Admissions and Appointments) Regulations 2013, and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct involvement in the matter.

The Commissioner has assured me that a concerted effort is being made to encourage wom-
en and minority communities to consider a career in An Garda Síochána so that the membership 
of An Garda Síochána will reflect the community that it serves. Recent recruitment campaigns 
made a significant effort through on line videos and other media to attract candidates from mi-
nority communities and diverse  social groups.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the total number of women in all 
ranks of An Garda Síochána as of the 28 February 2018, the latest date for which figures are 
readily available, was 3,584 or 26.5% of the total strength. This compares favourably with the 
number on 31 December 2008 which was 3,130 or 22% of the total strength and is broadly in 
line with other police services in England and Wales.

I am assured that Commissioner recognises the importance of recruiting into An Garda 
Síochána from a wide cross section of the population so that the organisation provides a Polic-
ing Service that reflects the growing diversity of Irish Society. The Commissioner’s  Policing 
Plan 2018 commits to the development of a positive action plan to attract and recruit applicants 
from minority and diverse groups and to review barriers or disincentives to entry to An Garda 
Síochána and to examine ways in which applications from diverse minority communities for 
entry into An Garda Síochána can be increased. 
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The Deputy may also be aware that the Commission on the Future of Policing - established 
by the Government - as part of its Terms of Reference are examining the composition, recruit-
ment and training of personnel to ensure that the personnel in the organisation reflect the diver-
sity of Irish society. The Commission is due to report in September 2018.

  Questions Nos. 79 and 80 answered with Question No. 65.

17/04/2018WRB02700Data Protection

17/04/2018WRB0280081. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on whether 
it is insufficient to rely on digital consent as a means to protect children’s data in view of the 
fact it places an excessive burden on parents to be active in the digital world; his further views 
on whether restrictions should be imposed on the data controllers forbidding them to use chil-
dren’s data for marketing or commercial purposes; his plans to ensure that data controllers take 
responsibility in data breaches or undue commercial targeting of children’s data while using 
their platform; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9023/18]

17/04/2018WRB02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The position is that while 
the data protection rights and protections that generally apply to adults under the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) also apply to children, the GDPR acknowledges that the per-
sonal data of children merit specific protection and it includes a number of specific measures 
for the protection of children in addition to the “digital age of consent”. 

For example, Article 6.1(f), which generally permits processing of personal data where nec-
essary for the purposes of the “legitimate interests” of a controller that is not a public authority, 
may not be relied upon where such interests are overridden by the interests or fundamental 
rights and freedoms of a data subject, in particular where the data subject is a child.  Recital 38 
states that specific protections “should, in particular, apply to the use of personal data of chil-
dren for the purposes of marketing or creating personality or user profiles and the collection of 
personal data with regard to children when using services”.

In addition, Article 12, which obliges controllers to provide information to data subjects on 
the processing of their personal data in a “concise, transparent, intelligible and easily accessible 
form”, states that its provisions shall apply “in particular for any information addressed specifi-
cally to a child.”

Recital 65 states that the right to erasure (set out Article 17) is relevant “in particular where 
the data subject has given his or her consent as a child and is not fully aware of the risks involved 
by the processing, and later wants to remove such personal data, especially on the internet.

Article 57, which requires data protection authorities to promote public awareness and un-
derstanding of the risks, rules, safeguards and rights in relation to data processing, states that 
activities addressed specifically to children must receive specific attention.  

Arising from recent discussions in the Seanad on the protection of children in the context 
of the Data Protection Bill 2018, I brought forward two new sections for inclusion in the Bill, 
namely sections 31 and 32. Section 31 makes provision for the drawing up and implementation 
of codes of conduct intended to contribute to the proper application of the GDPR with regard to 
the protection of children, as permitted under Article 40 of the GDPR. Subsection (2) provides 
for consultations with relevant stakeholders, including children and bodies representing their 
interests, during that process. Section 32 goes on to make specific provision for an enhanced 
“right to be forgotten” in the case of children in accordance with Article 17 of the GDPR.  
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I am engaged with my colleagues, Ministers Naughten, Zappone and Bruton to bring for-
ward proposals to enhance protections for children online. 

17/04/2018WRB03000Immigration Policy

17/04/2018WRB0310082. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person (details 
supplied) will be permitted to enter the State if travelling with their Irish spouse and child; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16531/18]

17/04/2018WRB03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
is required to present on arrival to an immigration officer for permission to enter the State.  In 
terms of travel document requirements, the person should be in possession of a valid passport 
or other equivalent document, issued by or on behalf of an authority recognised by the Govern-
ment, which establishes his or her identity and nationality to the satisfaction of an immigration 
officer. On the basis of the information provided by the deputy, it appears that the authorities 
concerned are willing to provide such a document.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRB03300Direct Provision System

17/04/2018WRB0340083. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps 
being taken to ensure that residents of direct provision centres are being advised of their right 
to vote in local elections in 2019; the way in which contact with candidates will be facilitated in 
order that residents can engage fully with the democratic process. [16543/18]

17/04/2018WRB03500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department, through the Reception & Integration Agency (RIA), has always facilitated and 
encouraged the registration of and voting by protection applicants in local elections.

The general policy in relation to local elections has been to allow candidates to drop off 
election leaflets which could be placed in a common area in the centre where they could be 
picked up by residents. Candidates can provide, on the leaflets, contact details or times of politi-
cal meetings outside the centre that residents can attend. 

Given the particular nature of the accommodation provided in centres, there are a number 
of factors that would deter unrestricted access by candidates to the living quarters of residents. 
These include, the communal nature of the accommodation system; the desirability that they 
operate in a politically neutral environment; the many practical and logistical difficulties that 
would arise for centre managers in providing unsupervised access in circumstances where fami-
lies and children live together.

This general policy ensures that there are no restrictions placed on residents’ voting rights, 
or on their rights to access whatever information candidates wish to convey to them, or on any 
rights to meet with candidates, albeit outside centres.  It also ensures privacy in the residential 
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units and the on-going protection of children in the centre.

There is however an opportunity for the newly established Friends of the Centre group at 
each centre to disseminate information to residents on how to register to vote and on the impor-
tance of local government within the political structure of the State as well as the responsibility 
of exercising a franchise where it has been recognised.  The Friends of the Centre groups have 
the added benefit of sharing information and raising awareness about voting, in a informal way.   
Closer to the election date, the Friends of the Centre groups will be encouraged to communicate 
with residents on this important issue.

17/04/2018WRB03600Magdalen Laundries Report

17/04/2018WRB0370084. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
measures being taken on foot of the recommendations of the State Ombudsman’s report on the 
Magdalen restorative justice scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16487/18]

17/04/2018WRB03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Last week the Taoiseach 
and I, together with our officials, met the Ombudsman to discuss my proposals to implement the 
recommendations in his report.  The meeting was positive and constructive, and today I briefed 
my Cabinet colleagues on these recommendations and the steps I am taking to implement them 
as quickly as possible.  This will involve a review of cases where there has been a dispute over 
length of stay, and assistance to applicants who lack capacity.  It will also include a focused 
and time-limited assessment of the modalities involved in applying the scheme to residents of 
adjoining institutions, and of any related issues.  I will then return to Government with final 
proposals on implementation.

 I look forward to working with the Ombudsman on the implementation of his recommenda-
tions, and I will be very happy to keep the House updated on progress on these issues.

By way of further information, a total of €25.9m in lump sums has been paid to 691 appli-
cants under the Magdalen Laundries Restorative Justice Scheme.  In addition, qualifying ap-
plicants receive additional benefits under the scheme. These include an enhanced medical card 
from the HSE and ‘top up’ pension payments from the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection.

  Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 72.

17/04/2018WRB04000Garda Reports

17/04/2018WRB0410086. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the re-
port of An Garda Síochána into the fatal shooting of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16532/18]

17/04/2018WRB04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Garda Tony Golden lost 
his life in October 2015 serving his community. His death on that day has robbed the Golden 
family of a dearly loved husband, father, brother and son. A young woman suffered serious in-
juries as a result of the events of that day and she has also endured a great deal. 

It is important, of course, that we are sensitive to those who suffered so greatly as a result of 
the dreadful events in Omeath. 

As the Deputy is aware, in late 2017 I received a report from the Garda Commissioner in 
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relation to the review by the Garda authorities of the events surrounding the fatal shooting of 
Garda Golden. 

Conscious of the gravity of the matter and concerns expressed publicly by local public rep-
resentatives, I decided in the public interest to publish the Garda report by laying it before the 
Houses. Following consultation with the Attorney General and the Garda Síochána Ombuds-
man Commission, the report was subject to a number of minor but necessary redactions for 
legal, data protection and security reasons. 

I would emphasise that the key and clear finding of the review was that the actions of Garda 
Tony Golden were beyond reproach.  He was an exemplary member of An Garda Síochána.

While the report highlights, inter alia, that two incidents of domestic violence were not 
recorded in accordance with relevant policy and procedures, the report indicates it does not ap-
pear that the classification of the incidents was a causative factor in these tragic events in the 
night of the shootings. 

The House should note that certain allegations in respect of the tragic events at Omeath are 
the subject of two investigations by GSOC and that these investigations are ongoing.  GSOC, 
as the Deputy will appreciate, carries out its work independently and it is essential that that it 
should be allowed to do so without hindrance.

Since these dreadful events, I am informed that An Garda Siochana have taken necessary 
actions in a number of areas, especially in supporting vulnerable victims of crime, particularly 
where incidents of criminality occur in a domestic setting. I note also that the Policing Author-
ity continues to monitor the work of An Garda Síochána in relation to crime classification.

17/04/2018WRB04300Road Traffic Offences

17/04/2018WRB0440087. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
for An Garda Síochána to validate the type of licence held by a driver involved in a fatal or seri-
ous collision in view of the fact that PULSE does not differentiate between full driver licences 
and learner permits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15281/18]

17/04/2018WRB04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by An Gar-
da Síochána that the recording of all Road Traffic Collisions on PULSE requires the members to 
complete licence and insurance details for each driver. In relation to the licence details, PULSE 
provides for the recording of various licence types including Full; Learner (Accompanied); 
Learner (Unaccompanied) and Novice. Furthermore, the Driver Licence and Insurance Produc-
tion (DLIP) facility also provides for the recording of the licence type presented. Both these 
methods are dependent on a visual inspection of the documents and the recording of same on 
PULSE. 

I am also advised by the Garda authorities that a pilot of PULSE access via mobile devices 
by 50 Garda members in the Limerick Division is currently underway which provides a facility 
for secure online lookup of driving license records from the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport to confirm if the license is current or disqualified. This pilot is planned to be reviewed 
for consideration for further rollout.

An Garda Síochána’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme (2016-2021) sets out key 
strategic objectives for Road Policing which will inform and guide An Garda Síochána’s Road 
Policing plans over the lifetime of the Programme. Under the Programme, the Commissioner 
will undertake a number of road safety traffic enforcement initiatives, including expanding the 



17 April 2018

37

use of technology and increasing checkpoints. 

I am committed to continuing the ongoing accelerated Garda recruitment programme and 
continued investment in fleet and Garda ICT infrastructure with a view to supporting the critical 
road traffic enforcement function performed by An Garda Síochána.

17/04/2018WRB04600Anti-Social Behaviour

17/04/2018WRB0470088. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
of measures being taken to curb the recent upsurge of joyriding and associated serious anti-
social behaviour in some areas of north Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15282/18]

17/04/2018WRB04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I would like to assure the 
Deputy that I share his concern in relation to joyriding and anti-social behaviour. We all want 
to feel safe in our communities. We want our families, friends and neighbours to feel safe. Our 
community is an extension of our home. 

Joyriding and anti-social behaviour fly in the face of what we expect when we are at home in 
our community. The result of such behaviour can be tragic: the participants in such dangerous, 
anti-social activities can become injured, sometimes seriously, and sometimes fatally. Innocent 
passers-by, including other road users and pedestrians can meet a similar fate. Families, friends 
and neighbours – communities – are left to pick up the pieces afterwards. 

The Deputy will appreciate that I have no direct role in the prevention of anti-social behav-
iour or the enforcement of road traffic legislation, which are operational matters for the Garda 
Commissioner. 

I am informed, however, that An Garda Síochána conducts operations on an ongoing basis 
to target the anti-social activities of young drivers. In order to combat this behaviour, intelli-
gence is gathered at local level and areas are targeted as appropriate. An Garda Síochána also 
works closely with local authorities with a view to reducing such incidents and opportunities 
for joyriding, anti-social behaviour and public disorder. 

As a result of the dangerous and anti-social driving behaviour experienced in a number of 
areas within the Deputy’s constituency, An Garda Síochána has introduced a robust policy of 
public order patrols at weekends over recent weeks with a view to:

- Ensuring a visible Garda presence in the communities concerned;

- Ensuring the safety of Garda members attending to calls;

- Identifying and targeting offenders; 

- Preventing anti-social behaviour.

Ongoing liaison has been maintained with Dublin City Council and local Garda manage-
ment are continuously engaging directly with the communities affected and with public repre-
sentatives. As a result of this collaborative approach, An Garda Síochána has reported a clear 
improvement in the levels of anti-social behaviour in recent weeks in the communities con-
cerned. I commend this approach and all involved. 

The Deputy will be aware that the Programme for Government underlines the need for close 
engagement between An Garda Síochána and local communities as part of the strong com-
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munity policing ethos which has long been central to policing in this jurisdiction. The active 
engagement evidenced here has proved fruitful. Now it is vital that this engagement continues.

  Question No. 89 answered with  Question No. 65.

17/04/2018WRB05000Garda Youth Diversion Projects

17/04/2018WRB0510090. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on whether the 
number of cases referred to the Garda Youth Diversion Programme in each year since 2010 are 
accurate; his further views regarding the review into the programme that is being carried out; 
and when the report will be published. [16445/18]

17/04/2018WRB05200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Garda Youth Diversion Programme is an essential part of Government strategy to help 
tackle youth crime, and it is very important that it operates effectively.

As the Deputy is aware, a number of issues which impact on the effective administration of 
the Diversion Programme were identified following the completion, in June 2017, of an exami-
nation by the Garda Professional Services Unit (GPSU), and the Garda authorities subsequently 
initiated a comprehensive review process and a dedicated Review Team has been tasked with 
coordinating this work. 

I have received updates on the progress of this review and I am advised by the Garda author-
ities that records dating from 2010 to 2017 are under examination. I understand that in the seven 
year period being examined there were in excess of 160,000 diversion referrals recorded. While 
only a proportion of these require examination in light of the concerns raised by the GPSU, the 
review involves the manual examination of several thousand records spread across all of the 28 
Garda Divisions. I am informed that the Garda authorities have established a review team in 
each Division to assist in this process.

Clearly, it is important that the Garda review is completed in a thorough and comprehensive 
manner. I share the Deputy’s concern that the issues in question are properly addressed and I 
have written to the Policing Authority, in the context of their oversight role of An Garda Sío-
chána, to share my concerns. I understand that the Policing Authority are engaging with Garda 
management in relation to the on-going review process.

I have asked the Commissioner to ensure that I am fully updated on the outcome of the 
review process and stressed that every effort should be made to complete this work as soon as 
possible. 

17/04/2018WRB05300Departmental Funding

17/04/2018WRB0540091. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the work of the integration centres in Tallaght and Clondalkin; the reason his 
Department has withdrawn funding for the centres which has resulted in their closure; the mea-
sures he will take to ensure that these services are reinstated; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16529/18]

17/04/2018WRB05500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration (OPMI), an Office of my Department, 
allocates public funding for migrant integration projects on the basis of competitive selection 
processes carried out in a fair, open and transparent way.  This gives a wide range of community 
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and voluntary organisations the opportunity to bid for government funding for projects to sup-
port the integration of migrants in our communities.

South Dublin County Partnership received funding from OPMI via South Dublin County 
Council between 2008 and 2016 under a National Integration Funding Programme that con-
cluded in 2016. In 2017, a new 3 year National Integration Funding Programme was initiated. 
Grant allocation under this programme was by way of open competitive calls for proposals. 
All organisations wishing to be considered for funding – including those who had received 
funding under the previous programme - were required to make new applications.  All eligible 
applications received were assessed by OPMI staff against the published selection criteria. The 
funding recommendations were reviewed by an assessment committee that included external 
representatives. In all, 15 projects were selected to receive funding from a total of 73 eligible 
applications.

An application was received from South Dublin County Partnership which included a re-
quest for funding to contribute to the cost of running the centre referred to by the Deputy.  Re-
grettably, this application was unsuccessful in what was a highly competitive process. 

My officials advise that at a subsequent meeting held with the Office for Promotion of 
Migrant Integration in November last year, representatives from South Dublin County Part-
nership outlined their concerns for the future of the centre in Clondalkin.  Officials of my 
Department proposed a number of alternative options to secure funding.  They invited the rep-
resentatives of South Dublin County Partnership to consider these options further and to sub-
mit proposals.  However, no such proposals have been forthcoming to date.  These options 
remain open to the organisation.

The National Funding to Promote the Integration of Immigrants is one of a number of fund-
ing programmes, administered by or on behalf of my Department to support migrant integra-
tion. We also provide funding from the Asylum Migration and Integration Fund and the Com-
munities Integration Fund. South County Dublin Partnership is in receipt of integration project 
funding under both these funds. In 2017 the Partnership was awarded a grant of €150,000 over 
three years under the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund. 

The Migrant Integration Strategy, which was published in February 2017, contains a num-
ber of very specific actions under the theme of promoting intercultural awareness and combat-
ing racism and xenophobia.  These actions, which are being implemented, include ensuring 
appropriate migrant representation on local joint-policing committees, implementing victim-
focused policing of racist crime, rapid removal of racist graffiti and the strengthening of legisla-
tion dealing with hate crime. 

The Migrant Integration Strategy also makes provision for the continuation of funding 
through OPMI for integration related projects at community level up to and including 2020.  
Future “Calls for Proposals” under all integration funding programmes will be advertised on my 
Department’s website, the Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration and the EU Funds 
Unit of the Department.  South Dublin County Partnership is entitled to apply as appropriate.

17/04/2018WRB05600Garda Reserve

17/04/2018WRB0570092. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
strengthen the Garda Reserve to deliver on the commitment to visible and responsive polic-
ing in communities throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16484/18]
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17/04/2018WRB05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the recruitment and training of the Garda 
Reserve and the distribution of resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divi-
sions. As Minister, I have no direct role in the matter.

I am advised by the Commissioner that the strength of the Reserve on the 28 February 2018 
was 569. It is regrettable that there has been a substantial reduction in the strength of the Re-
serve in recent years from a peak of 1,164 in 2013. The fall-off arises from a range of factors, 
not least the lifting in 2014 of the moratorium on recruitment of trainee Gardaí which has af-
fected Reserve numbers in two ways:

- firstly, some serving Reserves have successfully applied to become trainee Gardaí, and 

- secondly, resources in both An Garda Síochána and in the Public Appointments Service 
(PAS) have been focused on delivering an accelerated programme of recruitment of full time 
members of An Garda Síochána.

I am sure that the Deputy will agree, notwithstanding the very valuable contribution of 
Reserve members throughout the country, that it was the right decision, with finite resources, 
to prioritise the running of recruitment campaigns to replenish the full-time ranks of An Garda 
Síochána over the last three years. 

The “Programme for a Partnership Government” includes a commitment to double the Gar-
da Reserve to act in a supportive role undertaking local patrols and crime reduction measures. 
In line with this, the Government has in place a plan to achieve a Reserve strength of 2,000 by 
2021. 

With the plan to reach 15,000 Garda members well on track, it was possible for the Commis-
sioner and the PAS to undertake a new recruitment campaign for Garda Reserves last March. 
That competition attracted 2,394 applicants of whom 498 successfully completed the initial 
stages carried out by PAS. These applications are currently being processed by the Garda Ap-
pointments Office. The time frame for this can vary due to a number factors, including the 
length of the vetting process which may, for example, be more time consuming if the applicant 
has resided abroad or is deferred for medical reasons. It is expected that the first of the success-
ful candidates will commence training in the Garda College in the coming months.

In conjunction with the major expansion of the Reserve over the next number of years, we 
must ensure that it is used to optimum effect to support effective policing. To inform future de-
cisions around the use of the Reserve, An Garda Síochána is conducting a strategic review as a 
matter of priority with a view to completion in the first half of the year as set out in the Policing 
Plan 2018. 

As a first step, the Garda Executive has taken a decision to transfer the management of the 
Reserve to the Assistant Commissioner with responsibility for Community Engagement. This 
is intended to ensure that its development and deployment is viewed more broadly through a 
community policing lens. This is a very welcome step as it is my strong view that the greatest 
dividend to be gained from the Reserve is in terms of a visible presence on the ground and en-
gaging with local communities.

17/04/2018WRB05900Legislative Measures

17/04/2018WRB0600093. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if further leg-
islative measures are required to facilitate An Garda Síochána in combatting crime and in par-
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ticular organised crime; his views on whether the committal of further crime while on bail still 
continues to be a major issue; his further views on whether readily available criminal free legal 
aid is justifiable in respect of perpetrators that have re-offended while on bail previously; his 
views on whether detention instead of bail should become the first option in such cases; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16500/18]

17/04/2018WRB06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that a comprehensive body of legislation exists to provide for the prosecution for offences 
relating to organised crime. I believe that An Garda Síochána, with the support of the significant 
additional resources provided to it by this Government, will prevail in facing down the threat of 
gangland violence in our communities. An Garda Síochána have faced down this type of threat 
in the past and will do so again. As such, I do not believe that additional emergency legislation 
is required at this time. 

I can inform the Deputy that a number of legislative measures have been introduced to 
tackle gang-related and associated crime. For example, the recent Proceeds of Crime (Amend-
ment) Act 2016 provides additional powers for Gardaí; in particular, powers to allow for the 
immediate seizure of assets suspected of being the proceeds of crime to prevent them being 
disposed of has been introduced and I am pleased that the provisions of this Act are available 
to An Garda Síochána today. 

I can assure the Deputy that officials from my Department and An Garda Síochána keep all 
criminal legislation under continuous review to see whether there might be a requirement to 
change the law to further disrupt the operation of criminal groups who carry out these crimes 
and who endanger the safety of our communities.

Addressing the issue of offences committed by persons while on bail is a priority for this 
Government.  The Criminal Justice Act 2017, enacted on 28 June, 2017 made a number of 
changes to the bail laws. These changes have made the bail system far stronger and have made 
the law as effective as possible in protecting the public against crimes committed by persons on 
bail. The court has the power to refuse bail where there are reasonable grounds to believe the 
person is likely to commit a serious offence. In assessing this likelihood, the court must take 
into account the nature and seriousness of the offence, the accused person’s previous offending 
and may also take into account the danger he or she poses to the public if bail is granted. The 
Criminal Justice Act 2017 also strengthened Garda powers to deal with breaches of bail provid-
ing a power of arrest without warrant, and made provisions to increase the use of curfews and 
to facilitate the introduction of electronic tagging for those on bail in certain circumstances.    

As the Deputy will be aware, a decision to grant bail in a particular case is a matter for the 
court, which is, subject to the Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of its ju-
dicial functions. There is a constitutional presumption in favour of bail because, in the eyes of 
the law, a person is innocent until proven guilty.  It would not be constitutionally permissible to 
refuse bail for a specific category of cases.

In relation to the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme, the Deputy will be aware that it is a vital ele-
ment of the criminal justice system. The Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962 provides that 
free legal aid may be granted in certain circumstances for the defence of persons of insufficient 
means in criminal proceedings. 

Under the Act, the courts, through the judiciary, are responsible for the granting of legal 
aid. An applicant’s previous convictions are not a criterion for access to legal aid under the Act, 
however the overriding concern is to ensure that no risk arises in relation to the prosecution of 
persons charged with criminal offences before the courts. 
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My Department is preparing a draft General Scheme of a Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Bill, 
the key purpose of which is to transfer the administration of the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme to 
the Legal Aid Board and to give effect to Government Programme commitments in respect of 
criminal legal aid, including introducing a more rigorous and objective means testing system 
for criminal legal aid, provision for contributions, and new sanctions.   

17/04/2018WRB06200Restorative Justice

17/04/2018WRB0630094. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has considered 
putting in place restorative justice schemes for offenders. [15335/18]

17/04/2018WRB06400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Probation Service 
plays a key role in the delivery of restorative justice as part of its overall mission of reducing 
reoffending and further victimisation in our communities.  Referrals for restorative justice in-
terventions are provided post-conviction, within the parameters of assessment and court orders, 
including community and prison based actions.

The Probation Service, through my Department, allocates funding to a range of Community 
Based Organisations (CBOs) to support its work and mission.  In particular, two CBOs receive 
funding to deliver restorative justice programmes and interventions for adult offenders. The 
first of these is “Restorative Justice Services”, based in Tallaght, which has been allocated 
funding by the Probation Service of €369,000 in 2018.  The second is “Restorative Justice in 
the Community”, based in Nenagh, in respect of which funding of €162,000 has been provided 
in 2018.  Both organisations provide two models of restorative justice – the offender reparation 
panel and victim offender mediation services. 

In addition, bespoke restorative justice interventions are also available from Probation Of-
ficers on a national basis, in particular where a Court has requested an assessment for restorative 
justice engagement. The Probation Service staff receive accredited training on restorative jus-
tice practice.  These interventions are bespoke in the sense that they may include direct victim 
offender mediation, shuttle mediation, acts of community reparation or victim awareness work 
with the offenders.

The Probation Service Restorative Justice Strategy published in November 2013 provides a 
framework for informed, effective and integrated restorative justice practice.  The 2014  Imple-
mentation Plan for this Strategy sets out the goals and related actions for four distinct restor-
ative justice models, which complement and support court ordered sanctions. These models 
include Victim Offender Mediation, Family Group Conferencing, Reparation panels and Sup-
port Circles. 

Extending the use of restorative justice programmes is also a recommendation of the Penal 
Policy Review Group, whose report was submitted to Government by the then Minister for 
Justice & Equality in November 2014. An Implementation Group is currently overseeing the 
implementation of these recommendations. Its fifth report (February 2018), is available on my 
Department’s website.

In this context, it should be noted that Section 26 of the Criminal Justice (Victims of Crime) 
Act 2017 transposes the restorative justice provisions contained in the 2012 European Directive 
on establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime. It 
outlines very clearly the measures to be taken to ensure that victims who choose to participate 
in a restorative justice scheme have access to safe and competent services.  In order to give 
effect to this, the Probation Service’s Victim Service Team will take a lead role in further de-
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veloping capacity to respond to requests for restorative justice interventions. The service will 
continue to -

- provide an effective response to requests for restorative justice from the courts and direct 
requests from victims where the perpetrator is a current service user; 

- ensure that the appropriate training and support structures are in place to provide safe, ac-
countable and evidence informed practice as required by the legislation; 

- work in collaboration with criminal justice partners and victim support organisations.  

17/04/2018WRB06500Court Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRB0660095. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if surveys are 
being carried out on a site (details supplied) with a view to the construction of a new court-
house; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10740/18]

17/04/2018WRB06700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the 
provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service which 
is independent in exercising its functions.  

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that it is aware of the deficiencies in the court accommoda-
tion in Tralee Courthouse and that, as part of its provincial capital building programme, one of 
the objectives is to provide improved court accommodation in Tralee. 

The Courts Service has advised that it envisages a courthouse comprising four courtrooms 
and related facilities as being required to meet current and future needs in Tralee and that this 
will require a building significantly larger than the existing courthouse on Ashe Street. In terms 
of providing upgraded court accommodation the refurbishment, extension and development of 
existing courthouses has always been the Courts Service’s preference. However, while this is 
an option for Tralee, the scope for refurbishing and developing the existing courthouse on Ashe 
Street to provide the envisaged accommodation is extremely limited due to the nature of the 
building and the constraints of the site.

The Courts Service has also advised that it is currently considering a number of options for 
Tralee Courthouse, including the level of extension and refurbishment achievable within the 
confines of the existing courthouse site; whether it would be feasible to acquire an adjacent 
town centre site and the degree of extension and refurbishment this would allow. Previous ef-
forts to acquire adjacent sites on Ashe Street have not been successful as the sites could not be 
acquired at a price that represented value for money. A further option is to build a new modern 
courthouse on a greenfield/brownfield site. 

The Courts Service has also informed me that as part of the consideration of these options it 
had a site at the former Ballymullen Barracks, which is owned by the Department of Defence, 
assessed by the OPW to determine the site’s suitability as a location for a new courthouse. A 
valuation of this site was also undertaken by the Valuation Office at the request of the Courts 
Service. However, the Courts Service has advised that a decision has not yet been made and that 
all options are being kept under review.

Tralee is one of a number of provincial city/county town venues nationwide still requiring 
new or upgraded courthouse accommodation and collectively these venues will be the next 
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priority for investment in courthouse facilities outside the capital.  

17/04/2018WRB06800Crime Investigation

17/04/2018WRB0690096. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
whether further resources or initiatives are required to deal with the issue of criminal gangs, 
such as proscribing membership of such gangs leading to their detention and prosecution, not-
withstanding the considerable success of An Garda Síochána in this regard; if an audit has been 
done on the strength and membership of such gangs; his views on whether their activities are 
adequately monitored nationally and internationally; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16501/18]

17/04/2018WRB07000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can assure the Deputy 
that tackling organised crime activity is a key ongoing priority for both the Government and An 
Garda Síochána.

An Garda Síochána’s Policing Plan sets out the priorities of An Garda Síochána in tackling 
organised crime activity together with its continued commitment to pro-actively target groups 
and individuals engaged in criminal activity, including organised criminal activities.  

 The challenges presented by gangland crime over the past two years have necessitated in-
vestment in the specialist units to enhance their capacity to support the fight against this type 
of crime. Accordingly, I am advised by the Commissioner that almost 125 extra Gardaí were 
assigned to the specialist units within Special Crime Operations in 2017 and to date in 2018.  In 
addition, a dedicated Armed Support Unit for the DMR was established at the end of 2016 in 
order to enhance armed support capability in Dublin and to free up the resources of the Emer-
gency Response Unit.  

The capacity of Garda management to allocate additional resources to specialist units is a 
result of the significant investment in personnel to which the Government is committed under 
its Five Year Reform and High Level Workforce Plan for An Garda Síochána.

Also, in tackling such activity, An Garda Síochána continues to develop and implement 
operations and strategies aimed at targeting, dismantling and disrupting criminal networks, 
utilising advanced analytical and intelligence methodologies. Multi-disciplinary approaches are 
also employed to ensure the activities of individuals and groups involved in criminal enterprise 
are effectively targeted, including through the use of the Proceeds of Crime legislation, money-
laundering legislation, the provisions of the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act 2009 relating 
to organised crime and the powers of the Criminal Assets Bureau. 

While we should not underestimate the difficulties which the Garda authorities face in tack-
ling organised crime activity, we continue to see the significant results of their efforts in the 
arrests made and persons being brought before the Courts, as well as the ongoing drugs and 
firearms seizures made.   

Given the fluid nature of such criminal groupings it is extremely difficult to quantify the 
number of criminal gangs operating at a particular time. Splinter groups and new gangs can 
form overnight. Organised Crime is constantly evolving and new innovations in crime are con-
tinuously emerging.

From time to time the question has arisen of providing for an offence of membership of a 
criminal gang in a manner similar to the approach taken in the Offences Against the State Acts 
with regard to membership of a proscribed organisation.  
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In this regard, it is important to understand the issues which arise in seeking to simply out-
law membership of a criminal gang in such a manner. Most significant is the fact that a criminal 
gang is not likely to have a similar permanency of organisation and structure that might per-
tain to a typical subversive organisation or other more fixed group.  Similarly, relationships in 
criminal gangs tend to be more fluid with shifting memberships and alliances and a given indi-
vidual’s affiliation with a criminal network might itself be entirely contingent, contextual and 
ephemeral.

However, criminal legislation has been updated in recent years, with a view to ensuring that 
it provides a comprehensive range of provisions for the prosecution and punishment of crime, 
in particular the activities of those involved in organised crime.    

17/04/2018WRB07100Closed-Circuit Television Systems Provision

17/04/2018WRB0720097. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
renewing and extending Garda based CCTV systems in view of the poor uptake in grant ap-
plications to date for community based CCTV systems; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16228/18]

17/04/2018WRB07300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that CCTV systems installed for the purposes of crime prevention and as aids to policing in ar-
eas to which the general public routinely have access, such as town centres, fall into two distinct 
but complementary categories, namely Garda CCTV systems and community-based CCTV 
systems. Neither type of CCTV system may be established without authorisation by the Garda 
Commissioner under section 38 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, among other requirements.

Garda CCTV systems are planned and implemented on the basis of An Garda Síochána’s 
identified operational needs and priorities. Accordingly, decisions in relation to the introduction 
or extension of such systems are a matter for the Garda Commissioner and I, as Minister, have 
no role in that regard.  

Regarding community-based CCTV schemes, it should be noted that in late 2015, An Garda 
Síochána reviewed the effectiveness of CCTV systems in the context of the consideration then 
being given to the introduction of a new round of funding for community CCTV systems.

An Garda Síochána indicated that it utilises CCTV in almost every criminal investigation, 
during major public events and sporting occasions, in the investigation of road traffic incidents 
and in many other areas requiring police action; and that CCTV is particularly effective when 
the cameras are visible and awareness about their presence is such as to raise consciousness 
amongst would be offenders.  As such, I understand that An Garda Síochána is supportive of 
community CCTV systems. 

Under the grant-aid scheme launched by my Department last year to assist groups in the 
establishment of community-based CCTV systems in their local areas, eligible groups can ap-
ply for grant-aid of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV system, up to a 
maximum grant of €40,000.

To date 4 applications under the scheme have been approved, with approved funding total-
ling almost €120,000. This is a not inconsiderable sum for the parties concerned. A further 4 
applications are under active consideration and another 3 applications have been returned to 
the applicants concerned, to enable them to provide the information necessary to qualify for 
grant-aid.
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I am very anxious to ensure that all interested groups, in both rural and urban areas, take 
advantage of the availability of this grant aid scheme.  Full details of the grant aid package in-
cluding guidelines, application forms, code of practice and other relevant documentation are all 
available to download from my Department’s website - www.justice.ie  

Support and guidance is available to help interested groups to apply for this funding through 
a dedicated email address available for this purpose - communitycctv@justice.ie 

17/04/2018WRB07400Garda Operations

17/04/2018WRB0750098. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the meeting which 
had been scheduled for 28 February 2018 of interested bodies and parties to discuss the issue 
of problem quad and scrambler use and which was cancelled due to bad weather conditions has 
been rescheduled and taken place; if so, the next steps and timelines to address this ongoing 
issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16229/18]

17/04/2018WRB07600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I refer the Deputy to my 
response to Question No. 319 of 20 March 2018, which details the up to date position in rela-
tion to the rescheduled meeting to discuss the serious public safety issues associated with the 
misuse of scramblers and quad bikes. This meeting is now scheduled for 25 April 2018. The 
Deputy will be aware that my concerns in relation to this matter are already on the public record 
of this House. I can assure the Deputy that I will continue to promote cross-agency engagement 
in relation to this important public safety issue. 

17/04/2018WRB07700Garda Stations

17/04/2018WRB0780099. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
the new Garda station in Macroom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16485/18]

17/04/2018WRB07900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is pro-
gressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works 
(OPW), which has the responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommoda-
tion. As Minister, I have no direct role in the matter.

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021, which is an ambitious 
5-year Programme based on agreed Garda priorities, continues to benefit over thirty locations 
around the country. The Programme includes over €60 million of Exchequer funding as well 
as a major Public Private Partnership (PPP) project to deliver stations at Macroom, Sligo and 
Clonmel.

I understand that the OPW has acquired a site for the planned new station at Macroom. 

I further understand that acquisition by the OPW of sites for the new Sligo and Clonmel 
stations is well advanced.  Once that acquisition process is completed, the development of the 
PPP bundle will be progressed under the auspices of the National Development Finance Agency 
(NDFA). 

17/04/2018WRB08000Independent Review Mechanism
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17/04/2018WRB08100100. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will re-
port on the publication of the report carried out by a person (details supplied) that was published 
on 27 March 2018. [16523/18]

17/04/2018WRB08200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The report of the Inde-
pendent Review of the response of the Department of Justice and Equality to requests for docu-
ments from the Disclosures Tribunal was published by the Taoiseach on 27 March 2018.  

I want to again thank Michael Collins SC for undertaking this task, and for the comprehen-
sive, efficient and professional way in which he carried out his review.

I welcome Mr. Collins’s central conclusion that there was no attempt by my Department 
to conceal information from the Tribunal in any way and that my predecessor and Department 
officials acted at all times in good faith and believed that they were acting reasonably in the 
manner in which they conducted searches for documentation.  Mr. Collins also stated that he 
found no evidence of any failure to comply with Orders from the Tribunal.

I am of course concerned that emails of potential relevance to the Tribunal’s considerations 
were not located as part of the Department’s discovery process.  My Department is putting new 
measures in place that are aimed at ensuring that an oversight of this kind could not happen in 
future.  These plans are referred to and supported by Mr. Collins in his report.  These new mea-
sures include the use of specialist IT consultants, where needed, for discovery and the establish-
ment of a separate unit to interact with Tribunals and Commissions.  There is a civil-service 
wide initiative underway in relation to electronic file management and this will help to ensure 
that electronic documents, including emails, can more easily be associated with relevant files.  

My full statement on the matter can be found on my Department’s website, www.justice.ie.

17/04/2018WRB08300Strategic Communications Unit

17/04/2018WRB08400101. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Taoiseach the amount of the €5 million bud-
geted for the Strategic Communications Unit in Budget 2018 which will remain; the areas in 
which these remaining funds will be used; and the purpose to which he funding will be used 
[15239/18]

17/04/2018WRB08500102. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Taoiseach if there will be consequent redundan-
cies arising from the discontinuance of the Strategic Communications Unit ; if so, the number, 
position and grades of each; the redundancy payments that will arise; if no staff are exiting, the 
locations to which they will be redeployed; and the role or purpose of each; the number of posi-
tions and grades. [15240/18]

17/04/2018WRB08600103. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Taoiseach the number, positions and grade of 
each position created for the purposes of establishing the Strategic Communications Unit. 
[15241/18]

17/04/2018WRB08700104. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Taoiseach the costs and expenditure from the 
€5 million provided in Budget 2018 for the Strategic Communications Unit that have been ex-
pended up to and including 27 March 2018; the estimated further expenditure of the €5 million 
in the period between 27 March 2018 and the winding down of the unit in July 2018; and the 
amounts and purpose for which the moneys are expected to be used in tabular form. [15242/18]

17/04/2018WRB08800107. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach the location in which all of the 15 staff that 
were assigned to the Strategic Communications Unit as outlined in the report on the unit are 
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now working in his Department; and the reporting relationships of same. [16900/18]

17/04/2018WRB08900108. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach if staff that were assigned to the Strategic 
Communications Unit have been redeployed to their original positions within his Department 
or in other seconded areas. [16901/18]

17/04/2018WRB09000117. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Taoiseach if the staff employed under the Stra-
tegic Communications Unit will be paid redundancy. [15330/18]

17/04/2018WRB09100The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 101 to104, inclusive, and 107, 108 and 
117 together.

On 27 March 2018,  the Government noted the comprehensive Review of the Operation of 
the Strategic Communications Unit (SCU) completed by the Secretary General to the Govern-
ment, and accepted its recommendations. Having taken a wide range of issues into consider-
ation, as set out in the Review report, the Secretary General recommended:

 - that the SCU should be wound down;

 - that the Department should revert to a reformed Government Information Service (GIS) 
model, with a smaller budget, less staff and a more limited role than the SCU; and that measures 
should be put in place across Government Departments which preserve the valuable and neces-
sary reforms to ensure value for money, professionalisation and modernisation in government 
communications activity.

There will be a transition period until July 2018 for the implementation of all of the recom-
mended next steps as set out in the Review.

At time of publication of the Review, there were fifteen staff assigned to the SCU compris-
ing one Director (Assistant Secretary level); one Principal Officer; four Assistant Principal Of-
ficers; one Higher Executive Officer equivalent (Acting); one Higher Executive Officer; three 
Administrative Officers; three Communications & Media Assistants (Executive Officer equiva-
lent); and one Executive Officer.

The reassignment of staff is being dealt with as a confidential HR matter by the management 
of my Department in consultation with each individual staff member.  

As outlined in the Review, surplus staff will be given the opportunity to be reassigned to 
another post either within my Department or in other Departments or agencies.  In some cases, 
the duties of staff will not change as they either predated the establishment of the SCU or their 
work will continue in a reformed GIS.  There will be no redundancies arising from the imple-
mentation of the recommendations of the Review.  

Following the publication of the Review, I informed the House (and the Select Committee 
on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, and the Taoiseach) that the 2018 funding alloca-
tion for the Unit would be reduced by €2.5 million.  Indeed, my Department has subsequently 
been liaising with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to give effect to this €2.5 
million reduction in my Department’s 2018 Revised Estimate. This will result in my Depart-
ment’s 2018 Estimate being 9% less that its 2017 Estimate. 

Details of expenditure by the SCU up to the end of March 2018 are contained in Table 1.  

Table 1
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Details As at 31 March 2018                   (€) 
Travel & Subsistence 3,306.36
Advertising and Incidental Expenses 375,694.34
Postal & Telecommunications 437.11
Office Equipment 9,528.66
Total €388,966.47
The figures included in Table 1 represent actual expenditure incurred and processed through 

my Department’s financial management system to end March 2018.  Additional invoices for 
various projects are currently being processed or are yet to be received.  

Table 2 shows details of committed expenditure by the SCU of €2.2 million (inclusive of the 
€388,966.47 detailed in Table 1). This leaves a balance of approximately €265,000 for running 
costs of the Unit up to July 2018, when the Unit will be wound down.

Table 2

Campaign Media(€) Production (€) Total(€)
Healthy Ireland 214,058 35,505 249,563
Global Ireland 301,000 182,454 483,454
Education Action 
Plan 

9,330 0 9,330

Bliain Na Gaeilge 3,756 0 3,756
Self Employed 58,629 4,245 62,874
Legislation 0 10,945 10,945
Irish Aid 1,750 0 1,750
Project Ireland 2040 
launch events and 
activities

497,271 258,848 756,119

Campaigns VAT 362,892
Subtotal - Cam-
paigns

1,085,794 491,997 1,940,683

Projects
Gov.ie 35,000
Research Programme 159,900
CPD Programme 5,000
Identity Programme 35,000
2017 Projects 60,000
Subtotal - Projects 294,900

Total Committed 
Spend

2,235,583

17/04/2018WRB09200Ministerial Allowances

17/04/2018WRB09300105. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach if a ministerial allowance is claimed in re-
spect of his ministerial role at the Department of Defence. [15443/18]
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17/04/2018WRB09400The Taoiseach: I do not receive an allowance in respect of my role as Minister for Defence.  
I am in receipt of one office holder allowance - in respect of my role as Taoiseach.

17/04/2018WRB09500National Security Committee

17/04/2018WRB09600106. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach the details of all meetings of the Na-
tional Security Committee; and the dates the committee met. [15969/18]

17/04/2018WRB09700The Taoiseach: Having regard to the confidential nature of the National Security Commit-
tee, it would not be appropriate to disclose information about the dates of individual meetings 
or about its proceedings.

The Committee is chaired by the Secretary General to the Government and comprises rep-
resentatives at the highest level of the Departments of Justice & Equality, Defence and Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, and of the Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces. 

It is concerned with ensuring that the Government and I are advised of high level security 
issues and the responses to them.

The Committee meets as required and will continue to do so.  It should be noted that the 
members of the Committee also attend Cabinet Committee F and this provides the members 
with an additional forum to liaise and monitor developments that might have national security 
implications, in particular in the international arena.  Cabinet Committee F has met three times.

     Questions Nos. 107 and 108 answered with Question No. 101.

17/04/2018WRC00300Labour Market

17/04/2018WRC00400109. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach the number of persons that were classi-
fied as in employment part-time or part-time underemployed as a percentage of the number 
employed on an annual basis in each of the years 2005 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular 
form. [14910/18]

17/04/2018WRC00500Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Joe McHugh): The La-
bour Force Survey (LFS) is the official source of estimates of labour force (ILO) in the State. 
This survey replaced the Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) from Q3 2017.

The data prior to Q3 2017 includes adjustments to the historic QNHS data series to take 
account of revisions to population estimates arising from the 2016 Census of Population. In ad-
dition, adjustments have been made to this historic data to enable comparability with the new 
LFS for key headline indicators – ILO employment status, NACE Rev2 Industrial classifica-
tion, age and gender.

However as a result of changes to the questionnaire, the interview mode, the introduction 
of a new sample, data processing changes and other methodological enhancements there are 
changes in the levels of some series outside of these key indicators from Q3 2017 onwards. As a 
consequence, the series before and after the introduction of the new survey may not be directly 
comparable and this should be noted when examining annual and quarterly changes.   

The most recent LFS figures available are for the year 2017.   
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The calculation of part-time underemployment is based on ILO and Eurostat recommenda-
tions and uses the following criteria to derive underemployment:   

1. Working part-time   

2. Willing to work additional hours   

3. Available to work additional hours   

This indicator is only available from quarter 3 2008 onwards as estimates prior to that quar-
ter were based on one single question which included the need for the person to be looking for 
additional work. From quarter 3 2008 the indicator derived from a series of separate questions 
which allow this requirement to be excluded.   

The tables below show the number of persons aged 15 years and over that were classified 
as in employment (ILO) including part-time or part-time underemployed and these persons as a 
percentage of the total numbers of persons in employment from 2005 to 2017 (annual average).   

Table 1 Persons aged 15 years and over in employment (ILO) including part-time and 
part-time underemployed and these persons as a percentage of the total persons in em-
ployment, 2005 - 2011 (annual average)

‘000

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
In Employ-
ment 

2,037.8 2,130.2 2,221.4 2,199.0 2,015.2 1,925.6 1,888.5

  full-time 1,673.5 1,752.1 1,807.0 1,771.4 1,568.5 1,476.4 1,430.5
  part-time 364.4 378.1 414.5 427.6 446.7 449.2 458.0
  of 
which:part-
time,not 
underem-
ployed

: : : : 332.1 332.5 315.5

           part-
time, under-
employed

: : : : 114.6 116.7 142.4

Part-time 
employed as 
a percent-
age of total 
employment 
(%)

17.9% 17.8% 18.7% 19.4% 22.2% 23.3% 24.2%

Part-time 
underem-
ployed as 
a percent-
age of total 
employment 
(%)

: : : : 5.7% 6.1% 7.5%

Table 2 Persons aged 15 years and over in employment (ILO) including part-time and 
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part-time underemployed and these persons as a percentage of the total persons in em-
ployment, 2012 - 2017 (annual average)   

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
In Employ-
ment 

1,880.3 1,937.7 1,988.7 2,057.5 2,133.1 2,194.4

  full-time 1,416.8 1,458.2 1,509.8 1,575.7 1,638.1 1,732.6
  part-time 463.5 479.5 478.9 481.8 495.1 461.8
  of which: 
part-
time,not 
underem-
ployed

311.0 324.9 343.2 362.1 384.0 354.9

            
part-time, 
underem-
ployed

152.5 154.5 135.7 119.7 111.1 107.0

Part-time 
employed 
as a per-
centage of 
total em-
ployment 
(%)

24.7% 24.7% 24.1% 23.4% 23.2% 21.0%

Part-time 
underem-
ployed as 
a percent-
age of total 
employ-
ment (%)

8.1% 8.0% 6.8% 5.8% 5.2% 4.9%

‘000

Source: Labour Force Survey (LFS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland.

Not available prior to Q3 2008.

Data may be subject to future revision.

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Reference period: January-December.

17/04/2018WRC00600Departmental Staff Training

17/04/2018WRC00700110. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Taoiseach if training has been delivered in his De-
partment on the use of social media (details supplied); and the frequency and cost of this train-
ing. [15073/18]
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17/04/2018WRC00800111. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he or his officials have received media 
training on using social media. [15074/18]

17/04/2018WRC00900The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 110 and 111 together.

No training has been delivered in my Department on the use of social media and no media 
training on the use of social media has been provided to me or officials in my Department.  My 
Department did, however, recently run a training session on Mobile Journalism which was at-
tended by officials from other Government Departments.

Company Details Amount
Glen Mulcahy T/A Titanium 
Media

Mobile Journalism Training 
(January 2018)

€2,000.00 

17/04/2018WRC01000Cabinet Committee Meetings

17/04/2018WRC01100112. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee F (National 
Security) last met. [15075/18]

17/04/2018WRC01200The Taoiseach: Cabinet Committee F last met on 8 February and was attended by Minis-
ters and Senior Officials from the Departments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform; 
Foreign Affairs and Trade; Justice and Equality; Health; Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment; Transport, Tourism and Sport; Housing, Planning and Local Government; and 
Defence. 

Also in attendance were key personnel from the Defence Forces and An Garda Síochána.

The role of cabinet Committee F is  “to keep the State’s systems for the analysis of, prepara-
tion for, and response to, threats to national security under review and to provide for high-level 
coordination between relevant Departments and agencies on related matters”.

Arrangements are being made for the next meeting of Cabinet Committee F but a date is not 
yet finalised.

17/04/2018WRC01300Departmental Expenditure

17/04/2018WRC01400113. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Taoiseach the amount his Department has spent on 
social media training and consultancy in each year since 2016. [15080/18]

17/04/2018WRC01500The Taoiseach: My Department has not engaged any social media consultants.

A company was engaged in January of this year to provide mobile journalism training to 
press officers from Government Departments. This training concentrated on the effective use of 
mobile photo, video and audio recording equipment. 

Company Details Amount
Glen Mulcahy T/A Titanium 
Media

Mobile Journalism Training 
(January 2018)

€2,000.00 

17/04/2018WRC01600Departmental Contracts

17/04/2018WRC01700114. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Taoiseach the value of contracts for services awarded 
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to a company (details supplied) by his Department since 2010, in tabular form; and the type of 
work undertaken by the company. [15081/18]

17/04/2018WRC01800The Taoiseach: My Department has awarded no contracts to the company in question.

17/04/2018WRC01900Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

17/04/2018WRC02000115. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 
73, 75, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 103, 104, 106, 112, 115, 120, 
125, 126, 127, 129, 135, 136 and 149 of 21 March 2018, the breakdown of the €1.5 million 
indicative budget for the Project Ireland 2040 campaign; and the amount already spent in each 
category. [15103/18]

17/04/2018WRC02100The Taoiseach: The campaign for Project Ireland 2040 all events and activities had an in-
dicative budget of €1.5 million.  Of this indicative budget, to date, the Department has commit-
ted to spending almost €500,000 on this campaign.  The following table sets out the the overall 
indicative budget and the spend to date in each category: 

Project Ireland 2040 Media Budget Breakdown (ex VAT)

Channel Indicative Budget Estimated spend to date
National Press €522,200 €184,923
National Radio €50,000 €0
Regional Press €127,575 €127,575
Regional Radio €268,750 €29,000
Digital €378,970 €75,660
Cinema €80,113 €80,113
Total €1,427,608 €497,271
These costs are currently being processed through the financial system in my Department.  

Final spend will be available for publication once finalised.

17/04/2018WRC02200Departmental Expenditure

17/04/2018WRC02300116. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach the amount of expenditure on consultancy by 
his Department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the number of consultants engaged by his 
Department in those years; the names of the consultancy companies awarded contracts; and 
the steps which have been taken to reduce the expenditure on consultancy and the reliance on 
consultants by his Department in these years and for the future. [15197/18]

17/04/2018WRC02400The Taoiseach: During the period in question, just one consultancy company was engaged 
by my Department.  The details are set out in the table below:

Year Company Details Amount
2015 RA Consulting Design & Implemen-

tation of a Staff Con-
sultation Initiative 

€9,298.80

My Department has not had a requirement for this specific type of consultancy since 2015 
because my Department participates in the Civil Service Employee Engagement Survey carried 
out by the Central Statistics Office under the Civil Service Renewal Plan.
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Any decision by my Department to engage consultants in the future would, like any other 
planned expenditure, be based on a carefully identified business need, with a firm focus on en-
suring value for money.

  Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 101.

17/04/2018WRC02600Law Reform Commission

17/04/2018WRC02700118. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach the number of pieces of legislation, both 
enacted and published, by his Department which originated in work carried out by the Law 
Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and the details of each piece 
of legislation in the corresponding year. [15355/18]

17/04/2018WRC02800The Taoiseach: My Department has not enacted or published any legislation which origi-
nated in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission in the past 10 years.

17/04/2018WRC02900State Visits

17/04/2018WRC03000119. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach the number of official State visits his 
Department has been involved with for each of the past four years; and the costs associated with 
same. [15598/18]

17/04/2018WRC03100The Taoiseach: Since 2014 my Department has assisted with five State Visits to Ireland.  

The President of the Republic of Mozambique visited in June 2014, the President of the 
Federal Republic of Germany visited in July 2015, the President of Cyprus visited in October 
2016, the President of the Republic of Croatia visited in April 2017 and President of the Italian 
Republic visited in February 2018.

The total expenditure in relation to the visits by my Department was €304.50 which was for 
the purchase of gifts for presentation to the foreign dignitaries.  The major costs of such visits 
arise in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

17/04/2018WRC03200Central Statistics Office Administration

17/04/2018WRC03300120. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that the CSO was misrecording personal details when inputting census returns, in particular 
surnames and personal names which contained fadas; if such practices will cease; and the steps 
he will take to correct the recorded data to date. [15800/18]

17/04/2018WRC03400Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Joe McHugh): CSO col-
lects first names and surnames on census questionnaires to ensure that the full population is 
counted on the night of the census and to assist census enumerators in checking that all relevant 
questions have been answered on the census forms.

It is incorrect to assert that CSO misrecorded personal details in processing the census re-
turns. CSO accurately records an image of every census questionnaire received to facilitate data 
processing and also securely stores the handwritten forms. 

These will be made available to the public in line with the 100 year rule detailed in Section 
35 of the Statistics Act 1993.
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Following the recording of the form image, the first names and surnames on the question-
naires were captured using Optimal Character Recognition (OCR) software. The OCR software 
used to capture the names did not recognise characters such as numbers, fadas, apostrophes and 
hyphens and consequently these do not appear in the captured name data. This was appropriate 
for the accurate and efficient processing of the census data.

For Census 2021 CSO will continue to accurately record the form images, store the returned 
questionnaires in line with the relevant legislation and utilise OCR software to facilitate the 
capture of all handwritten information including names.

As part of its objective to modernise its statistical processes, CSO is committed to  devel-
oping a platform for online data collection with general applicability within CSO. This would 
significantly improve the office’s capacity to capture a broader range of characters including 
fadas in future surveys and censuses post 2021.

17/04/2018WRC03500Seirbhísí trí Ghaeilge

17/04/2018WRC03600121. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Taoiseach an raibh sé ar an eolas go 
raibh foireann de chuid na Príomh-Oifige Staidrimh ag ionchur sonraí pearsanta sa Daonáireamh 
is déanaí go mícheart trí shíntí fada a fhágáil ar lár; an aontaíonn sé go bhfuil an cleachtas seo 
i gcoinne na Gaeilge agus teangacha eile ina n-úsáidtear síntí fada nó siombailí eile i litriú a n-
ainmneacha pearsanta agus a sloinnte; an eiseoidh sé treoir go bhfuil sé seo mídhleathach agus 
ag teacht salach ar ról na foirne maidir le taifead beacht ar shonraí Dhaonáireamh 2016 a stóráil; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sé an cheist a phlé. [15801/18]

17/04/2018WRC03700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Joe McHugh): Bailíonn 
an Phríomh-Oifig Staidrimh túsainmneacha agus sloinnte ar cheistneoirí daonáirimh chun a 
chinntiú go ndéantar an daonra iomlán a chomhaireamh ar oíche an daonáirimh agus chun 
cabhrú le háiritheoirí daonáirimh le linn dóibh deimhin a dhéanamh de gur freagraíodh gach 
ceist ar na foirmeacha daonáirimh.

Tá sé mícheart a rá go ndearna an Phríomh-Oifig Staidrimh míthaifeadadh ar mhionsonraí 
pearsanta le linn tuairisceáin daonáirimh a phróiseáil. Déanann an Phríomh-Oifig Staidrimh 
íomhá de gach ceistneoir daonáirimh a fhaigheann sí a thaifeadadh go cruinn chun próiseáil 
sonraí a éascú agus, ina theannta sin, déanann sí na foirmeacha lámhscríofa a stóráil go dain-
gean. Cuirfear an t-ábhar sin ar fáil don phobal i gcomhréir leis an riail 100 bliain de réir mar a 
shonraítear in Alt 35 den Acht Staidrimh, 1993.

Tar éis íomhá na foirme a thaifeadadh, gabhadh na túsainmneacha agus na sloinnte ar na 
ceistneoirí trí úsáid a bhaint as bogearraí aitheanta optúla carachtar (OCR). Maidir leis na bo-
gearraí OCR a úsáideadh chun na hainmneacha a ghabháil, níor aithin siad carachtair amhail 
uimhreacha, sínte fada, uaschamóga agus fleiscíní agus, dá bharr sin, ní fheictear na carachtair 
sin sna sonraí a bhaineann le hainmneacha gafa. Ba chuí sin ar mhaithe le próiseáil chruinn 
éifeachtúil shonraí an daonáirimh.

I gcás Dhaonáireamh 2021, leanfaidh an Phríomh-Oifig Staidrimh d’íomhánna na bh-
foirmeacha a thaifeadadh go cruinn, de na ceistneoirí a thugtar ar ais a stóráil i gcomhréir leis 
an reachtaíocht iomchuí agus de bhogearraí OCR a úsáid chun gabháil na faisnéise lámhscríofa 
ar fad, lena n-áirítear ainmneacha, a éascú.

Mar chuid dá cuspóir i leith a próisis staidrimh a nuachóiriú, tá an Phríomh-Oifig Staidrimh 
tiomanta i leith ardán a fhorbairt chun sonraí a bhfuil baint acu le hobair na Príomh-Oifige 
Staidrimh i gcoitinne a bhailiú ar líne. Chuirfeadh sé sin feabhas suntasach ar chumas na hoifige 
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raon níos leithne carachtar, lena n-áirítear sínte fada, a bhailiú i suirbhéanna agus i ndaonáirimh 
tar éis na bliana 2021.

17/04/2018WRC03800Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRC03900122. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Taoiseach the number of clerical officers and cleri-
cal assistants in his Department on temporary contracts by years of service; and if these officers 
will be offered permanent positions in the civil service when they have served a fixed period of 
time. [16437/18]

17/04/2018WRC04000The Taoiseach: There are no temporary Clerical Officers or temporary Clerical Assistants 
employed by my Department.

17/04/2018WRC04100Departmental Expenditure

17/04/2018WRC04200123. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount of ex-
penditure on consultancy by his Department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the number 
of consultants engaged by his Department in those years; the names of the consultancy com-
panies awarded contracts; and the steps which have been taken to reduce the expenditure on 
consultancy and the reliance on consultants by his Department in these years and for the future. 
[15191/18]

17/04/2018WRC04300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The information 
requested by the Deputy in relation to the amount of expenditure on consultancy,the number of 
consultants and the names of the consultancy companies awarded contracts by my Department 
in each of the years 2015 to 2017 is set out in the table below:

My Department is always mindful of the costs involved in engaging consultants. External 
consultancy is only engaged when there is a clear need for specialised expertise and following 
a rigorous examination of skills and resources available in-house.

Reason for Consul-
tancy 

 Cost  Year Engaged  Company

 Research on ves-
sels linked to Roger 
Casement

 €4,605 2015 Mr. John Kearon, 
Historic Vessel 
Conservator - Master 
Shipwright

  Independent review 
of the investigation 
of the death of Pte 
Hugh Doherty and 
the disappearance 
of Pte Kevin Joyce 
(Caomhán Seoighe) 
on 27 April 1981 
while serving with 
IRISHBATT in 
the United Nations 
Interim Force in the 
Lebanon (UNFIL)

 €32,165.55  €1,500 2015 Retired High Court 
Judge Mr Roderick 
Murphy Editing 
work conducted by 
Mr Jim Blighe
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Reason for Consul-
tancy 

 Cost  Year Engaged  Company

 ICT Consultancy 
Work

  €24,752.52 2015 Fujitsu Ltd

 ICT Consultancy 
Work

  €41,401.00 2015 Bianconi Research 
Ltd T/A RITS

  ICT Consultancy   €19,130.60 2016 INFO Security As-
surance Services Ltd 
T/A ISAS

 Aviation Regulation, 
Oversight and Safety 
Management in the 
Defence Organisa-
tion 

 €35,000 2017  Bureau Veritas

 Provide support 
for a review of high 
level Command and 
Control pertaining to 
the Defence Forces

 €10,351.20 2017 Lt Gen. Stuart Beare 
(Retd)

 ICT Consultancy  €111,351.90 2017 INFO Security As-
surance Services Ltd 
T/A ISAS

17/04/2018WRC04400Air Corps

17/04/2018WRC04500124. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the steps he is 
taking to address the retention issue in the Air Corps, in particular for pilots and technicians; 
and his plans to offer additional financial incentives to pilots to stay in the Air Corps on top of 
their salary as was done in the past. [15302/18]

17/04/2018WRC04600125. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the process if 
a pilot in the Air Corps wants to buy themselves out of their contract at an earlier date; and the 
cost to the person by each possible year of exit post-qualification and pre-completion of the 
contract. [15303/18]

17/04/2018WRC04700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 124 and 125 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, under my direction, the Department of Defence brought the 
issue of the retention of certain specialist, including Air Corps pilots, to the attention of the 
Public Service Pay Commission in 2017. This matter is referenced in paragraph 6.29 of the 
Commission’s report of May 2017. 

The Government has tasked the Public Service Pay Commission with examining recruit-
ment and retention challenges in the Defence Sector in more detail and issues relating to pilots 
and technicians will be examined within this forum.  In this context, the Public Service Pay 
Commission has requested detailed information from the Department of Defence.   The Depart-
ment has forwarded an initial tranche of information to the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform and further information will be sent in the coming weeks. The Public Service Pay 
Commission is due to complete work in this regard in the second half of 2018. 

With regard to Air Corps pilots “buying out” their contracts, Defence Force Regulations 
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A.3 (Cadets) provide for the completion of a written undertaking by an Air Corps cadet, that 
in the event of resignation or voluntary retirement before the expiration of a time specified by 
the Minister (12 years), the cadet will refund the amount set by the Minister in respect of the 
cost of training. This amount includes the total pay and allowances paid while undergoing pilot 
training, costs of tuition, cost of the use of aircraft and equipment during training and all other 
costs arising from training as an aircraft pilot.

As the amounts payable are calculated on case-by-case basis, pay and allowances payable 
to an individual  in addition to the costs of educational courses vary depending on time served 
etc. Accordingly, it is not possible to provide a generic sum for the amount an officer of the 
Air Corps would be expected to repay by each possible year of exit post-qualification and pre-
completion of the contract. 

Similar undertakings also apply in many other areas of the Permanent Defence Forces, 
where there is significant training and education investment in individuals.

17/04/2018WRC04800Law Reform Commission

17/04/2018WRC04900126. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
pieces of legislation both enacted and published by his Department which originated in work 
carried out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular form; the 
details of each piece of legislation in the corresponding year; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15345/18]

17/04/2018WRC05000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There is no leg-
islation either enacted or published by the Department which originated in work carried out by 
the Law Reform Commission in the past ten years.

17/04/2018WRC05100Defence Forces Data

17/04/2018WRC05200127. Deputy John Deasy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of re-
tirees from the Defence Forces at all ranks in each of the years 2007 to 2017. [15404/18]

17/04/2018WRC05300138. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
and rank of PDF members that retired in each of the years 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018; the 
number and rank of all PDF members eligible to retire in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15958/18]

17/04/2018WRC05400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 127 and 138 together.

The number of departures from the Defence Forces at all ranks in each of the years 2002 
to 2018 is set out in the table below. (Figures quoted for 2018 are as of the 28th February 
2018). Over this time frame different strength ceilings applied to the Permanent Defence Force. 
The White Paper (2000) set the strength of Permanent Defence Force at 10,500 personnel. This 
number was reduced to 10,000 personnel following a recommendation from the Special Group 
on Public Service Numbers in July 2009. The current strength ceiling of 9,500 personnel was 
introduced in 2012 and confirmed in the White Paper on Defence (2015).   

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
LT GEN 0 0 1 0 0 1 0
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MAJ 
GEN

1 0 1 1 0 0 0

BRIG 
GEN

3 2 0 1 2 1 1

COL 2 6 5 5 5 9 1
LT COL 13 7 6 10 6 12 13
COMDT 20 19 12 19 27 28 26
CAPT 13 6 9 10 10 9 7
LT 6 1 3 7 2 3 1
Officers  58 41 37 53 52 63 49
SGT 
MAJOR

4 4 6 11 6 6 4

BQMS 9 2 4 2 7 7 1
CS/FS/
BS

18 16 22 9 16 28 16

CQMS/
FQMS

12 15 13 14 22 19 20

SGT 86 67 76 54 75 60 73
CPL 90 80 62 60 68 85 70
PTE 3 * 297 217 162 174 215 193 131
Other 
Ranks

516 401 345 324 409 398 315

CADET 8 6 9 5 8 7 2
PTE 2 * 35 20 12 33 24 28 28
AP-
PREN-
TICE

3 4 3 3 8 3 0

GRADE 
1

112 107 138 110 88 150 149

In Initial 
Training

158 137 162 151 128 188 179

Total 732 579 544 528 589 649 543
Table contd...

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
LT GEN 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0  0
MAJ 
GEN

1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0  0

BRIG 
GEN

3 1 1 2 1 2 2 1 3  0

COL 14 5 7 8 3 8 2 9 8  3
LT COL 18 17 10 16 12 16 12 12 16  0
COMDT 33 21 38 31 20 28 22 35 23  5
CAPT 10 11 13 11 20 19 30 21 20  2
LT 2 0 4 2 2 8 5 2 6  0
Officers  82 56 74 70 59 81 75 80 76  10
SGT 
MAJOR

9 4 3 7 0 5 1 3 8  2
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 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
BQMS 12 7 8 2 1 5 3 1 9  1
CS/FS/
BS

22 32 26 36 11 19 20 25 21  5

CQMS/
FQMS

24 26 26 38 14 13 11 15 19  2

SGT 93 70 84 117 52 44 73 97 71  10
CPL 59 82 79 110 55 39 70 47 57  17
PTE 3 * 164 208 271 258 147 141 217 218 237  26
Other 
Ranks

383 429 497 568 280 266 395 406 422  63

CADET 2 3 5 4 2 4 8 7 12  0
PTE 2 * 12 8 9 10 19 13 12 32 24  0
AP-
PREN-
TICE

3 1 0 0 0 1 0 4 2  0

GRADE 
1

7 2 56 111 85 104 66 126 171  11

In Initial 
Training

24 14 70 125 106 122 86 169 209  11

Total 489 499 641 763 445 469 556 655 707  84

The term departures encompasses personnel who fall into categories such as those who have 
retired on age grounds, fall below required medical standards, leave at their own request includ-
ing recruits etc. who leave during training, leave by way of purchasing their discharge, leave the 
Defence Forces having served 21 years etc. 

The military authorities have advised that the expected discharges on grounds of age in each 
of the years 2018 to 2020 are as set out in the table below. There will be additional departures 
for other reasons but it is difficult to predict such numbers.

EXPECTED  DISCHARGES ON GROUNDS OF AGE

 2018 2019 2020
LT GEN 0 0 0
MAJ GEN 0 2 0
BRIG GEN 1 2 1
COL 1 3 4
LT COL 2 5 8
COMDT 1 7 5
CAPT 0 1 2
LT 0 0 0
Total Officers 5 20 20
SGT MAJOR 3 8 6
BQMS 4 4 6
CS/FS/BS 4 6 8
CQMS/FQMS 6 5 4
SGT 8 11 20
CPL 8 15 14
PTE 3 STAR 9 24 32
Total Other ranks 42 73 90
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 2018 2019 2020
CADET 0 0 0
PTE 2 STAR 0 0 0
APPRENTICE 0 0 0
GRADE 1 0 0 0
In Training 0 0 0
Total 47 93 110
The manpower requirement of the Defence Forces is monitored on an ongoing basis in ac-

cordance with operational requirements. In 2018, the Defence Forces expect an intake of some 
800 personnel across the range of recruitment streams. To achieve this, targeted recruitment has 
been and is currently taking place so as to maintain the agreed strength levels. Current recruit-
ment campaigns include:

- General Service Recruitment 

- Air Corps Apprentice Competition 

- Officers Cadetship 

- Direct Entry Officer competitions for certain specified positions

I remain committed to continuous recruitment and ongoing developing of serving person-
nel to ensure that the Defence Forces retain the capacity to operate effectively across all roles 
assigned by Government.

17/04/2018WRC05500Cyber Security Policy

17/04/2018WRC05600128. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if there are pro-
posals to participate in a cyber security project at EU level under PESCO; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15413/18]

17/04/2018WRC05700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): PESCO is a 
mechanism provided for in the Treaty of the European Union to enable participating mem-
ber States to come together and, on a project by project basis, jointly develop military crisis 
management capabilities for use in support of the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) operations and missions in support of international peace and security. 

Ireland is a strong proponent of the important role the EU can play in support of interna-
tional peace and security and the UN. It is important therefore to remain fully engaged in all 
CSDP processes. Fully participating in these developments ensures that we have a voice and 
that we can influence their evolution. 

Since Ireland joined PESCO in December 2017 the focus has been to identify key PESCO 
projects which will enhance the capability and capacity of the Defence Forces to successfully 
undertake modern complex UN mandated missions, including CSDP operations and on sup-
porting interoperability in this regard. With that in mind Ireland confirmed participation in two 
PESCO projects - (1) The European Union Training Mission Competence Centre and (2) Up-
grade of Maritime Surveillance.  

In addition, I have also confirmed Ireland’s involvement as an observer on a number of 
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additional projects including a Greek led project on Cyber Threats and Incident Response In-
formation Sharing Platform (CTISP).  The goal of this project is the effective detection and 
response to cyber attacks (known or unknown) and it aims to implement a platform, that will 
include tools, techniques and procedures, in order to improve capabilities to deal with unknown 
cyber attacks.  

Ireland’s involvement as an observer in this Cyber project will enable us to keep fully abreast 
of project developments.

17/04/2018WRC05800Defence Forces Pensions

17/04/2018WRC05900129. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the person with 
responsibility for final sign-off of Army Pensions Board decisions; and if the Minister of State 
with special responsibility for Defence is empowered to sign off on same. [15442/18]

17/04/2018WRC06000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Under the Army 
Pensions Acts 1923-1980 a disability pension or gratuity may, following retirement, be granted 
to a former member of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) for permanent disablement due to 
a wound or injury attributable to military service (whether at home or abroad)  or to a disease 
attributable to, or aggravated by, overseas service with a United Nations Force.    

The criteria for awarding a disability pension or gratuity are based on;  

(a) whether the applicant is suffering from a permanent disablement due to wound/injury 
which is attributable to his military service at home or abroad, or to a disease attributable to or 
aggravated by service with a United Nations Force abroad,   

and

(b) the percentage degree of disablement from which the applicant is suffering.  

The Army Pensions Board is an independent statutory body consisting of a chairman and 
two ordinary members (both medical doctors). The Chairman and one doctor are civilians and 
the other member is a serving medical officer in the Defence Forces. The Board’s principal func-
tion is to investigate applications for pensions, allowances and gratuities under the Acts and to 
report to the Minister thereon.  The Board determines the question of attributability to military 
service in each case, assesses the degree of disability and reports its findings to the Minister.  
Decisions and findings of the Board are made and approved collectively by the Board. The find-
ings of the Board are final, conclusive and binding.              

The Army Pensions Acts 1923 -1980 set out the provisions that govern the award and pay-
ment of disability pensions and gratuities.  The Minister for Defence has responsibility for 
the Army Pensions Acts and has powers under the Acts.  These powers were delegated to the 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence by the Defence (Delegation of Ministerial Functions) 
Order 2017, made on 5 July 2017 under s. 2(1) of the Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment) 
(No. 2) Act 1977. 

The Minister may refer an application back to the Army Pensions Board for further consid-
eration if additional relevant information has subsequently become available.

17/04/2018WRC06100State Visits
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17/04/2018WRC06200130. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of official State visits his Department has been involved with for each of the past four years; the 
costs associated with same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15600/18]

17/04/2018WRC06300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): One of the roles 
assigned to the Defence Forces in the White Paper for Defence is the provision of ceremonial 
support. The Defence Forces were required to provide ceremonial support for five official State 
visits in the past four years. 

There are no additional costs arising which would not otherwise be incurred by the Defence 
Forces in support of their role.

I am satisfied that the attendance of Defence Forces personnel at State visits in support of 
the President is an important part of their duties.

17/04/2018WRC06400Defence Forces Equipment

17/04/2018WRC06500131. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status of 
an application to install an automatic external defibrillator at a location (details supplied) in 
County Louth. [15701/18]

17/04/2018WRC06600132. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if permission has 
been granted to install an automatic external defibrillator at defence sites; and if so, the location 
of same. [15702/18]

17/04/2018WRC06700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 131 and 132 together.

My officials have advised that a request has been received to install a Civilian Defibrillator 
on the external wall of Aiken Barracks, Dundalk, Co. Louth. 

Following consultations with the Defence Forces regarding this proposal a number of issues 
have arisen which need to be clarified in advance of any decision being taken on this proposal.  
These relate, in the main, to the ownership, operation, maintenance and location of the device.  

My Department are continuing to work with the Defence Forces and the requestor to clarify 
issues arising in relation to the proposal. 

The Defence Forces have advised that no other request has been received to install a Civil-
ian Defibrillator at any other military installation.

17/04/2018WRC06800Departmental Properties

17/04/2018WRC06900133. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views 
on a matter regarding a property (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15774/18]

17/04/2018WRC07000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Department 
of Defence previously owned a property at Iveragh Road, Killorglin, Kerry. In 2005 Kerry 
County Council acquired this property for inclusion in a major town development project and in 
exchange a new purpose built Defence Forces facility was provided on a nearby site at Iveragh 
Park. 
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I have been advised by the Defence Forces that the new facility continues to be regularly 
used primarily by the 12th Infantry Battalion, and also by other units throughout the Defence 
Forces, for a variety of activities with its primary use being for both PDF and RDF training.  
The building is regarded as being a valuable and well used Defence Force asset which greatly 
enhances operational, training and logistical outputs.

17/04/2018WRC07100Programme for Government Implementation

17/04/2018WRC07200134. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of the 14 separate commitments assigned to his Department in the Programme for Partnership 
Government that have been commenced, completed, abandoned and are ongoing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15954/18]

17/04/2018WRC07300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Programme 
for a Partnership Government contains an ambitious range of commitments that my Depart-
ment continues to prioritise. Separately, the White Paper on Defence has set the defence policy 
agenda over a ten year planning horizon. Several of the commitments assigned to my Depart-
ment arising from the Programme for a Partnership Government overlap with existing White 
Paper commitments that are being implemented. 

To date, work on all 14 of the commitments assigned to my Department is well underway, 
with two having reached completion, namely the introduction of a pilot employment support 
scheme and the award of a 1916 Centenary Commemorative medal to all members of the De-
fence Forces who were in service during 2016.  The remaining 12 commitments are continuing 
to be progressed.

17/04/2018WRC07400White Paper on Defence

17/04/2018WRC07500135. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of the 88 projects committed to in the 2015 White Paper on Defence that have been com-
menced, completed, abandoned and are ongoing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15955/18]

17/04/2018WRC07600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The 2015 White 
Paper on Defence sets the defence policy agenda over a ten year planning horizon and encom-
passes all work carried out by the Department of Defence, the Defence Forces and Civil De-
fence. It comprehends the Government’s policy on defence of the State from armed aggression, 
the defence contribution to domestic security, the defence contribution to international peace 
and security and a broad range of other “non-security” roles which the Government require the 
Defence Forces and Civil Defence to undertake. It considers the defence capabilities required 
so that the Defence Forces can successfully deliver on the roles assigned by Government. Fi-
nally, the White Paper also considers implementation and the actions required to ensure that 
defence planning and provision processes are further developed.

During scoping of the White Paper implementation programme 88 actions or projects were 
specifically identified along with 7 sub projects in the capability development area. Implemen-
tation of these specific actions is being carried out on a phased basis over a ten year period out to 
2025. Implementation on a phased basis is necessary in order to reflect Programme for Partner-
ship Government and Strategy Statement commitments, the related nature of some projects and 
resourcing implications.  This process is being kept under review and will be subject to change 
as issues arise and other business dictates.
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The 88 specific actions arising from the White Paper represent a subset of the totality of 
the work being carried out as part of the implementation process.  While it is currently in-
tended to have all 88 projects initiated or completed by the end of the ten year implementation 
programme, work in certain areas will continue beyond 2025 in order to ensure that changes, 
improvements and actions envisaged in the White Paper are fully implemented and to assure 
that positive outcomes endure and are embedded in the day to day business of the Defence 
Organisation. 

The specific actions are being implemented through the use of a project management frame-
work.  Civil/Military project teams are being established for each action as it is initiated.  To 
date, 36 actions have been progressed, with an additional 11 actions due to be initiated this 
year. These actions cover a variety of areas and are at various stages of development. Already 
5 actions have successfully closed, while another 5 of the original 36 are nearing completion 
and should close in Q2 2018. Each of the actions that have been initiated is being managed by 
a joint Civil/Military project team.

17/04/2018WRC07700Defence Forces Data

17/04/2018WRC07800136. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of personnel at each rank throughout the Permanent Defence Force; the number by gender and 
age; the number for the Reserve Defence Force by gender and age; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15956/18]

17/04/2018WRC07900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The information 
sought by the Deputy is set out in the tables below. Normal statistical returns made to me by the 
Defence Forces do not include details of age.

Permanent Defence Force Strength - as of the 28th February 2018

PDF Male Female Total
LT GEN 1 0 1
MAJ GEN 2 0 2
BRIG GEN 8 0 8
COL 37 1 38
LT COL 128 2 130
COMDT 280 47 327
CAPT 307 66 373
LT 218 21 239
Total Officers 981 137 1,118
SGT MAJOR 41 0 41
BQMS 43 0 43
CS/FS/BS 228 3 231
CQMS/FQMS 176 3 179
SGT 965 67 1,032
CPL 1,472 124 1,596
PTE 3 * 4,446 233 4,679
CADET 116 22 138
Total Other   ranks 7,487 452 7,939
 Grand Total  8,468  589 9,057 
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PTE INCLUDES 2 and 3* PTES,RECRUITS AND APPRENTICE

Reserve Defence Force Strength (Effective)- as of the 28th February 2018

RDF Male Female TOTAL
LT GEN *** *** ***
MAJ GEN *** *** ***
BRIG GEN *** *** ***
COL *** *** ***
LT COL 4 0 4
COMDT 51 2 53
CAPT 36 1 37
LT 157 27 184
Total Officers 248 30 278
SGT MAJOR 1 0 1
BQMS 6 0 6
CS/FS/BS 46 0 46
CQMS/FQMS 50 2 52
SGT 229 19 248
CPL 286 72 358
PTE 658 130 788
Total Other ranks 1,276 223 1,499
 Grand Total 1,524 253 1,777
To return to, and maintain, the agreed strength levels significant targeted recruitment has 

and will continue to take place in 2018 for the Permanent Defence Force (PDF). 

I have also directed the military authorities to maximise recruitment to the Army Reserve 
and Naval Service Reserve, having regard to training demands arising from the significant on-
going recruitment to the PDF. To that end, it is planned to launch a General Service Recruitment 
campaign for the RDF at the end of this month. 

PDF Recruitment campaigns that are currently open for applications include:

- General Service Recruitment 

- Air Corps Apprentice Competition 

- Officer Cadetships

- Direct Entry Officer competitions for certain specified positions

I remain committed to maximising recruitment of capable personnel and developing serving 
personnel to ensure that the Defence Forces retain the capacity to operate effectively across all 
roles.

17/04/2018WRC08000White Paper on Defence

17/04/2018WRC08100137. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the projects 
engaged by the defence enterprise committee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15957/18]
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17/04/2018WRC08200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Government 
approved arrangements in July 2011, whereby Enterprise Ireland would support the Depart-
ment of Defence and the Defence Forces capability development through engagement with 
Irish-based enterprise and research institutes on the use and application of innovative civilian 
technologies in the military sphere. The White Paper on Defence confirms this arrangement, 
stating the Defence Forces will make available resources and expertise, including advice and 
information, to Enterprise Ireland supported companies and research institutes.  In return the 
Defence Forces are exposed to new technologies and research that could inform the direction 
and development of  their military capabilities. 

The Defence Enterprise Committee, comprising of personnel from the Department of De-
fence, Enterprise Ireland and the Defence Forces, oversee this arrangement.  Projects proposed 
by institutes and companies, where they are seeking to partner with, or involve, Defence Forces 
participation are submitted to the Defence Enterprise Committee for consideration. All capa-
bilities to be researched are vetted and agreed at the highest level in the Defence Organisation 
to ensure compatibility with the roles assigned to the Defence Forces by the Government. 

The Defence Forces assistance to industry and research institutions is by way of providing 
evaluation of technology research and innovation, provision of information on military require-
ments and the Defence Forces considered views on trends in specific capability development 
requirements. Capabilities which have been and are being researched by the Defence Forces in 
cooperation with research companies and institutions include Maritime Surveillance; Energy 
Conservation; Counter Chemical Biological Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) research, in-
cluding CBRN Protection; overseas deployment training; and Improvised Explosives Devices 
(IED) detection and destruction.  Such capabilities may be used at home and also abroad on cri-
sis management missions and operations including humanitarian and peace-keeping missions. 

A total of nine research, training and innovation projects (including three Horizon 2020 
projects) involving Irish indigenous companies are  currently being supported by the Defence 
Forces under this initiative, details of which are attached in   Annex 1.

Project Title Research Partner(s) Project Description
1 AEOLAS HALPIN, EI, SEAI, 

NIMBUS
Kite Technology - 
The potential for 
fitting sensors in a 
Skysail type kite. 

2 Marine Insitute Marine Institute Use of Maritime 
Patrol Aircraft in the 
collection of Marine 
based research.
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Project Title Research Partner(s) Project Description
3 Tyco Tyco Tyco’s Advanced 

R&D element is 
based at Cork.  Tyco 
has partnered with 
the NS to explore 
maritime opportuni-
ties.  The NS has 
conducted a wok-
shop with Tyco’s 
R&D element to 
sense and explore 
opportunities.   NS 
ships possess Tyco 
firefighting systems.

4 SeaSearch CIT, ESA Detecting and track-
ing of small vessels 
that are not equipped 
or not using AIS

5 Wireless Sensor 
Technology

CIT This involves the use 
of wireless sensor 
technology in noisy 
and metallic environ-
ments such as ships. 

6 DELL/EMC DELL/EMC This collaboration 
focuses on vibration 
monitoring onboard 
small boats in vary-
ing sea conditions.   
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Project Title Research Partner(s) Project Description
7 CAMELOT (Hori-

zon 2020)
TEKEVER ASDS 
(Lead), BAE Sys-
tems (Operations) 
Limited (UK), 
Thales Research & 
Technology, ViaSat 
Antenna Systems, 
DCNS SA (France), 
Societe D’Ingenierie 
de Rechercheset 
D’Etudes en Hydro-
dynamique Navale, 
Thales Systèmes 
Aéroportés SAS, 
Universitat Politèc-
nica de Valencia, 
Exodus Anonymos 
Etaireia Pliroforikis, 
NATO Science and 
Technology Or-
ganisation, Fundação 
da Daculdade de 
Ci�ncias da Uni-
versidade de Lisboa, 
National Maritime 
College of Ireland, 
Romanian Border 
Police, Portuguese 
Navy, Portuguese 
National Guard, and 
Centre for Security 
Studies

The H2020 project 
CAMELOT will in-
volve carrying out a 
number of activities 
to prototype, test and 
demonstrate different 
advanced command 
and control service 
modules for multiple 
platform systems.  
The objective is to 
validate the technical 
and economic viabil-
ity of the modules. In 
addition a final dem-
onstration involving 
a great number of the 
modules is envis-
aged, involving end 
users and relevant 
stakeholders.
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Project Title Research Partner(s) Project Description
8 Gaming for Peace 

(GAP) (Horizon 
2020)

TCD, PSNI, Univer-
sity of Ulster, Laurea 
University, Finland, 
Polish DF Academy, 
Portuguese National 
Guard

The H2020 project 
GAP designs a mul-
tiple player online 
role playing game 
which simulates sce-
narios from CPPB 
missions. The GAP 
project launches an 
iterative process of 
curriculum develop-
ment and refinement 
through end users 
(military, police and 
civilian personnel) 
evaluating the game 
and embedded base 
curriculum by play-
ing the game and in 
doing so, bringing 
their own experi-
ences to the game, 
thus further develop-
ing the curriculum of 
CPPB relevant soft 
skills.

9 ROCSAFE (Horizon 
2020)

NUIG, Inov Inesc 
inovacao, Ayunta-
miento De Valen-
cia, HSE, Aeorum 
Espana S.L., Scor-
pion Networks Ltd, 
Consorzio Creo, 
UCC, reamda Ltd, 
Consiglio Nazionale 
Delle Ricerche, Ibat-
ech Technologia SL, 
Microfluidic Chip-
shop GMBH

The overall goal of 
the H2020 project 
ROCSAFE is to fun-
damentally change 
how CBRNe events 
are assessed, in order 
to ensure the safety 
of crime scene inves-
tigators by reducing 
the need for them 
to enter high-risk 
scenes when they 
have to determine 
the nature of threats 
and gather forensics. 

Question No. 138 answered with Question No. 127.

17/04/2018WRC08400Defence Forces Data

17/04/2018WRC08500139. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
and rank recruited to the Defence Forces in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018; 
the number of projected recruits in 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15959/18]
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17/04/2018WRC08600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The table below 
sets out the information requested by the Deputy for the period 2015 to 2017:

Year Category Rank Inducted
2015 General Service RECRUITS 307
2015 Cadets CADETS 49
2015 Direct Entry Medi-

cal Officers & Direct 
Entry Conductor

CAPTAINS 1

2015 Direct Entry En-
listed Engine Room 
Artificer

SERGEANTS 5

2015 Army School of 
Music

PTES 19

2015 Air Corps Appren-
tice

APPRENTICES 24

2015 Total  405
Year Category Rank Inducted
2016 General Service RECRUITS 590
2016 Cadets CADETS 100
2016 Total  690
Year Category Rank Inducted
2017 General Service RECRUITS 615
2017 Cadets CADETS 101
2017 Military Medical 

Officers 
CAPTAINS 2

2017 Direct Entry Naval 
Service Engineering

LIEUTENANTS 11

2017 Air Corps Appren-
tice

APPRENTICES 22

2017 Total  751
In 2018, as of the 11th April, 71 personnel across all ranks, have been inducted into the 

Defence Forces (43 General Service Army, 25 General Service Navy, 2 Direct Entry Medical 
Officers and 1 Direct Entry Naval Officer). 

Planned recruitment levels for 2018 will be similar to 2017 and currently there are sig-
nificant recruitment opportunities available in the Defence Forces, at both enlisted and officer 
level, for any candidate who wishes to have a rewarding and positive military career in service 
to the State. These comprise of: 

- Air Corps Apprentice Competition launched on 3 March 2018

- The first General Service Recruitment campaign of the year launched on 26 March 2018 

- The 2018 Officer Cadetships competition launched on 1st April 2018 

- The Naval Service is currently recruiting Direct Entry Officers for Bridge Watch-keeping, 
Marine Engineering and Electrical Engineering roles.

- The Defence Forces are also accepting applications from qualified doctors for careers in 
the Medical Corps.
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With regard to recruitment post-2018, the manpower requirement of the Defence Forces is 
monitored on an ongoing basis in accordance with operational requirements of each of the three 
services. As stated in the 2015 White Paper on Defence, continuous recruitment is the lifeblood 
of the Defence Forces providing young, motivated and enthusiastic personnel to replenish mili-
tary formations for operational deployments.

17/04/2018WRC08700Defence Forces Recruitment

17/04/2018WRC08800140. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the measures 
or initiatives planned to encourage more persons to seek a career in the Defence Forces; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15960/18]

17/04/2018WRC08900141. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the initiatives 
he will introduce to retain Defence Forces members and discourage them from leaving the 
Defence Forces for the private sector, particularly within the Air Corps; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15961/18]

17/04/2018WRC09000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 140 and 141 together.

The nature of military service requires that the age and health profile of personnel in the 
Defence Forces must be appropriately managed to ensure that capability requirements are met. 
In this context, the Defence Forces have a higher level of turnover than other areas of the public 
service and this is a feature of military organisations internationally.

Rates of pay and conditions of employment in the Irish public service have traditionally 
been set by, amongst other things, reference to levels of pay across the various sectors of the 
Irish public service. Defence Forces pay is increasing in accordance with public sector pay 
agreements. The focus of these increases is weighted in favour of those on lower pay. The Pub-
lic Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 provides for further increases in pay ranging from 
6.2% to 7.4% over the lifetime of the Agreement with the focus of the agreement once again 
being on the lower paid. A 1% increase in annualised salaries due from 1 January 2018 has been 
paid to members of the Permanent Defence Force.  

In 2017, under my direction, the Department of Defence raised recruitment and retention 
issues as part of the submission to the Public Service Pay Commission. In a further acknowl-
edgement of these issues the Government tasked the Public Service Pay Commission with 
examining these challenges in the Defence Sector in more detail. The Public Service Pay Com-
mission has commenced this work and has requested detailed information from the Department 
of Defence. Defence management have forwarded some material and further material will be 
sent to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in the coming weeks. The Public 
Service Pay Commission is due to complete this work in the second half of 2018. The findings 
and proposals arising will be considered at that time.

There is also an ongoing programme of HR development within the Defence Organisation, 
of which part is aimed at ensuring that there is an appropriate work-life balance. The Chief of 
Staff is actively addressing matters in the Defence Forces to this end. I have also initiated a 
number of initiatives ranging from a review of the C&A scheme, a review of the criteria govern-
ing contracts for enlisted personnel and a comprehensive skills gap analysis across the Defence 
Forces. I am also bringing forward measures to allow former members of the Defence Forces 
with specialist skills, to re-enter the Defence Forces. 

There are significant recruitment opportunities currently available in the Defence Forces, 
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at both enlisted and officer level, for eligible individuals who wishes to have a rewarding and 
positive career in service to the State.

A General Service Recruitment campaign was launched on 26 March 2018 and an Air Corps 
Apprentice Competition launched on 3 March 2018. The 2018 Officer Cadetships competi-
tion also launched last month. The Naval Service is currently recruiting Direct Entry Officers 
for Bridge Watch-keeping, Marine Engineering and Electrical Engineering roles. The Defence 
Forces are also accepting applications from qualified doctors for careers in the Medical Corps. 

The measures I have set out address a range of factors and are aimed at ensuring that the 
Defence Forces remains a career of choice, and to ensuring that the Defence Forces retain the 
capabilities to undertake the roles assigned by Government.

17/04/2018WRC09100Defence Forces Remuneration

17/04/2018WRC09200142. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views on 
whether it is acceptable that families of Defence Forces members are dependent on family in-
come supplement payments to cover household costs; the measures being undertaken to address 
this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15962/18]

17/04/2018WRC09300143. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans for 
pay restoration and restoration of allowances for Defence Forces members; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15963/18]

17/04/2018WRC09400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 142 and 143 together.

Rates of pay and conditions of employment in the Defence Forces have traditionally been 
set by, inter alia, reference to relative levels of pay across the various sectors of the Irish public 
sector.  

The Working Family Payment (formerly the Family Income Supplement) provides a means 
to supplement a family’s income, be they employed in the public or private sector. Eligibility 
for Working Family Payment is determined having regard to criteria such as family income 
and the number of dependents. Pay levels in the Public Service, including the Defence Forces, 
are determined having regard to the particular requirements for specific positions, and are not 
weighted in accordance with family circumstances.  

Defence Forces pay is increasing in accordance with public sector pay agreements. The fo-
cus of these increases is weighted in favour of those on lower pay. The Public Service Stability 
Agreement 2018-2020 provides for increases in pay ranging from 6.2% to 7.4% over the life-
time of the Agreement with the focus of the agreement once again being on the lower paid. The 
Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 will also restore payscales to all public servants 
(including members of the Permanent Defence Force) earning up to €70,000. The restoration of 
cuts to allowances will also be considered in the context of the Agreement. The first instalment 
of an increase of 1% on annualised salaries due from 1 January 2018 has been paid to members 
of the Permanent Defence Force.  

In 2017, under my direction, the Department of Defence raised recruitment and retention 
issues as part of the submission to the Public Service Pay Commission. In a further acknowl-
edgement of these issues the Government tasked the Public Service Pay Commission with 
examining these challenges in the Defence Sector in more detail. The Public Service Pay Com-
mission has commenced this work and has requested detailed information from the Department 
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of Defence. The Department has forwarded an initial tranche of information to the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform and will forward further information in the coming weeks. 
The Public Service Pay Commission is due to complete this exercise in the second half of 2018. 
The findings and proposals arising will be considered at that time.

17/04/2018WRC09500Defence Forces Personnel Data

17/04/2018WRC09600144. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
former PDF members in receipt of disability allowance as a result of injury sustained from their 
time served with the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15964/18]

17/04/2018WRC09700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Under the Army 
Pensions Acts 1923-1980 a disability pension or gratuity may, following retirement, be granted 
to a former member of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) for permanent disablement due to 
a wound or injury attributable to military service (whether at home or abroad) or to a disease 
attributable to, or aggravated by, overseas service with a United Nations Force.  The criteria for 
awarding a disability pension or gratuity are based on:  

(a) whether the applicant is suffering from a permanent disablement due to wound/injury 
which is attributable to his/her military service at home or abroad, or to a disease attributable to 
or aggravated by service with a United Nations Force abroad; and 

(b) the percentage degree of disablement from which the applicant is suffering.

The award of a disability pension or gratuity depends on the findings of the Army Pen-
sions Board, the independent statutory body appointed to adjudicate on applications, and on the 
provisions of the Acts. The rate of disability pension depends on the degree of disablement as 
assessed by that Board. 

There are currently 830 former members of the PDF in receipt of ongoing military disability 
pension payments from my Department in respect of qualifying disablements.  

In addition, 12 former PDF personnel were awarded a once-off disablement gratuity in 
2017. The average number of such once-off gratuity payments for 2015-2017 was 13.

17/04/2018WRD00200Defence Forces Equipment

17/04/2018WRD00300145. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the detail of 
the sale of all military equipment in each of the past five years; the type of equipment sold; 
the amount received; the date the sale occurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15965/18]

17/04/2018WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure the operational capability of the Defence 
Forces is maintained to the greatest extent possible so as to enable the Army, Air Corps and Na-
val Service to carry out their roles as assigned by Government. In this regard defensive equip-
ment requirements for the Defence Forces are kept under constant review. As part of the equip-
ment planning process a number of major equipment platforms were identified for disposal in 
the last few years.   

In 2013 the Naval Service Ship Offshore Patrol Vessel the former LÉ Emer was sold to 
Uniglobe Industrial Services Limited of Nigeria for a sum of €380,965.20. 
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There were no disposals of defensive equipment in 2014. 

In 2015 the Gulfstream GIV fixed wing aircraft was sold to Journey Aviation LLC of the 
United States for a sum of €418,055.20. Spare parts for the Gulfstream were also sold that year 
to the same buyer for a sum of €52,858.78. 

Also in 2015, the Naval Service Offshore Patrol Vessel the former LÉ Aoife was donated 
to the Ministry of Home Affairs & National Security, Malta to assist in the humanitarian crisis 
in the region. A nominal sum of €30,000.00 was received for the transfer of ownership of the 
vessel.

In 2015 Nineteen (19) Panhard Armoured Vehicles, including accessories and spare parts, 
were sold to Sofema S.A., of France for a sum of €130,000.00. 

There were no disposals of equipment in 2016.

Finally, in 2017 the former Naval Service Vessel the LÉ Aisling was sold by way of public 
auction to Mr Dick Van Der Kamp, a Dutch Shipbroker for a sum of €110,000.00.

There have been no disposals in 2018 to date.

Future equipment priorities for the Defence Forces are being considered in the context of 
the lifetime of the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability development and equipment 
planning process. The principal aim over the period of the White Paper will be to replace and 
upgrade, as required, existing capabilities in order to retain a flexible response for a wide range 
of operational requirements both at home and overseas.

17/04/2018WRD00500Defence Forces Equipment

17/04/2018WRD00600146. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the detail of 
the purchase of military equipment in each of the past five years; the type of equipment pur-
chased; the amount received; the date the purchase occurred; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15966/18]

17/04/2018WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the De-
fence Forces is maintained to the greatest extent possible so as to enable the Army, Air Corps 
and Naval Service to carry out their roles as assigned by Government.

In terms of suppliers of military equipment, the principle of competitive tendering is used by 
the Department of Defence for the acquisition of defensive equipment for the Defence Forces. 
Central to those procedures is the requirement to allow fair competition on the e-tenders web-
site and on the Official Journal of the European Union, where appropriate, in line with the 
European Union procurement Directives, including the Directive 2009/81/EC on the award of 
contracts in the fields of defence and security. Details of tender competitions can be accessed 
on the Government’s e-tenders website www.etenders.ie. In addition, the Department routinely 
publishes details of purchase orders for goods and services valued over €20,000 on its website 
www.defence.ie which provides details of supplies.

The most significant investment of recent years by the Defence Organisation has been on 
the procurement of the new Off-Shore Patrol Vessels for the Naval Service. This programme 
has seen the delivery of three new Naval Service vessels since 2014. The LÉ Samuel Beckett 
was commissioned in May 2014, LÉ James Joyce was commissioned in September 2015 and 
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LÉ William Butler Yeats was commissioned into service in October 2016.

In June 2016, a contract for an additional sister ship was agreed, bringing investment in 
the new ships programme to some €250 million since 2010. The fourth ship, to be named LÉ 
George Bernard Shaw is scheduled for delivery later this year.  

In relation to major equipment projects for the Army a maintenance and upgrade programme 
has commenced for the current fleet of 80 Armoured Personnel Carriers (APCs) which will seek 
to ensure viability of the fleet out to 2030. The Mowag APC is a key operational vehicle for 
overseas service.  A contract was agreed in December 2016 with General Dynamics European 
Land Systems – Mowag, the original manufacturer of the fleet based in Switzerland, for a 
maintenance and upgrade programme. The value of the contract is €55m exclusive of VAT. The 
programme of work is being carried out on a phased basis over 5-6 years to ensure the avail-
ability of vehicles for operational service during that period.

In addition, a contract for the supply of a small number of armoured logistical vehicles has 
been awarded to Westward Scania Ireland, due for delivery in 2018 and a number of armoured 
utility vehicles (24) have recently been procured from Centigon, France.  These armoured ve-
hicles, acquired at a combined cost of approx. €11m, will complement the force protection fleet 
for operational service overseas. Both contracts were awarded on foot of public tender competi-
tions.

In relation to the Air Corps, the White Paper sets out that the Cessna fleet will be replaced 
with three larger aircraft suitable equipped for Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition 
and Reconnaissance tasks. In December 2017, following an open tender competition adver-
tised on the eTenders website and on the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU) in 
accordance with national and EU procurement regulations, a contract was placed with Pilatus 
Aircraft Ltd at a cost of some €32m for the provision of three PC-12 fixed wing utility aircraft 
suitable equipped for ISTAR tasks which will replace the Cessna fleet.

Also, a decision was made in 2016 to replace a PC-9M aircraft and this aircraft was deliv-
ered from Pilatus Aircraft in Switzerland in July 2017 at a cost of €5m exclusive of VAT. The 
new aircraft brings the fleet up to 8 and will assist in a required increase in pilot training in the 
Air Corps.   

The acquisition of new equipment and equipment upgrades for the Defence Forces remains 
a clear focus for me, and the White Paper on Defence recognises that there are several new and 
or enhanced platforms to be procured. Future equipment priorities for the Army, Air Corps and 
Naval Service are being considered in the context of the lifetime of the White Paper on Defence 
as part of the capability development and equipment planning process. 

The National Development Plan provides for a Capital allocation of €541m for Defence for 
the five year period 2018-2022. This allocation will facilitate the investment necessary to en-
sure that the Defence Forces have the equipment and infrastructure to deliver on all their roles 
as set out in the White Paper.

17/04/2018WRD00800Capital Expenditure Programme Review

17/04/2018WRD00900147. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the submis-
sion made by his Department to the capital review undertaken by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform which seeks a substantial increase in capital investment, as referred to 
on page 22 in the ministerial brief published in June 2017, will be provided; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15967/18]
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17/04/2018WRD01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In 2017, as part 
of the Mid-Term Review of the Capital Plan, ‘Building on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital 
Investment 2016 – 2021’, submissions were made by Departments, including Defence,  to the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER).

These submissions, including my Department’s, are available publicly on the DPER website 
at www.per.gov.ie. 

17/04/2018WRD01100Defence Forces Properties

17/04/2018WRD01200148. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the detail of 
the sale of all lands owned by the Defence Forces in each of the past five years; the location of 
the lands; the amount received; the date the sale occurred; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15968/18]

17/04/2018WRD01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Since 1998 my 
Department has been engaged on an ongoing programme of barracks consolidation and the 
property portfolio is under continual review. This has resulted in the disposal of a range of 
properties that were identified as surplus to military requirements. The properties outlined in 
the following table are those that have been disposed of over the last five years yielding a total 
of approximately €15 million. 

Date sale closed Location / Property Amount received 
17/01/2013 Military Barracks Cavan  €1,250,000
13/09/2013 25 Orchard Park, Cur-

ragh, Co.Kildare 
€38,010

20/12/2013 RDF property, Milford, Co.
Donegal 

€30,000

23/12/2013 RDF property, Macroom, 
Co.Cork   

€75,000

10/01/2014 RDF property, Dingle, 
Co.Kerry

€85,000

16/01/2014 RDF property, Midleton, 
Co.Cork

€110,000

17/01/2014 RDF property, Kells, 
Co.Meath 

€190,000

17/01/2014 RDF property, Roscommon €105,000
21/01/2014 RDF property, Kilrush, 

Co.Clare
€27,000

24/01/2014 RDF property, Mullins, Co.
Donegal 

€37,000

13/02/2014 RDF property, Killarney, Co.
Kerry

€255,000

13/02/2014 RDF property, Manorhamil-
ton, Co.Leitrim

€62,000

25/02/2014 RDF property, Droghe-
da, Co.Louth

€150,000

08/05/2014 RDF property, Fermoy, Co.
Cork  

€140,000
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Date sale closed Location / Property Amount received 
16/05/2014 RDF property, Thurles, Co.

Tipperary
€110,000

24/01/2014 RDF property, Swords , Co.
Dublin

€175,000

06/06/2014 RDF property, Longford 
town 

€81,000

03/07/2014 RDF training camp Lahinch,   
Co.Clare

€560,000

03/07/2014 Pumphouse at RDF prop-
erty training camp, Lahinch, 
Co.Clare 

€1

26/08/2014 RDF property, Bagenal-
stown, Co.Carlow

€50,000

02/09/2014 RDF property, 
Loughrea, Co.Galway

€69,500

21/10/2014 RDF property, Dungar-
van,  Co.Waterford 

€50,000

04/11/2014 part Military barrack, 
Kildare town 

€341,600

09/04/2014 Electricty sub station at Ai-
ken Barracks, Co.Louth

€1

10/11/2014 Military barracks and 
RDF Rockhill, Co.Donegal 

€670,000

19/11/2014 part  training camp Knocka-
lisheen, Co. Clare

€14,000

20/11/2014 part Oranmore Rifle Range 
for CPO, Co.Galway

€9,462

04/02/2015 RDF property, Ball-
inasloe,  Co.Galway

€35,000

01/04/2015 RDF property, Listowel, Co.
Kerry

€76,000

01/05/2015 RDF property, Westport, 
Co.Mayo

€50,000

31/07/2015 RDF property, Murrough, 
Wicklow town 

€30,000

15/10/2015 Military barracks, Clon-
mel, Co.Tipperary

€770,000

22/10/2015 Rifle range, Kilpeddar,  Co.
Wicklow

€320,000

18/12/2015 part training camp, Knocka-
lisheen, Co.Clare

€95,000

18/12/2015 Military camp, Lifford, Co.
Donegal 

€490,000

21/01/2016 Land adjoining  former 
Military Barracks, Butte-
vant,  Co.Cork 

€1,000
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Date sale closed Location / Property Amount received 
15/03/2016 part Military Barracks, 

Kildare
€8,200,000

26/04/2016 Wayleave at military bar-
racks   Finner Camp Bun-
doran 

€1

25/07/2016 Deputy Ranger’s Lodge, 
The  Curragh, Co.Kildare

€190,000

31/08/2016 RDF property, Youghal, 
Co.Cork

€5,000

14/02/2017 part training camp Knocka-
lisheen, Co.Clare

€17,000

14/02/2017 part Military barracks  Long-
ford  

€450,000

01/06/2017 Strip of land at bound-
ary of  Nenagh Barracks, 
Co.Tipperary

€2,000

01/09/2017 part Military barracks Long-
ford  

€2,500

  €15,413,075

17/04/2018WRD01400Defence Forces Operations

17/04/2018WRD01500149. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the cash es-
corts involving the Defence Forces undertaken in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018; the costs 
incurred and recouped by the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15970/18]

17/04/2018WRD01600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Primary respon-
sibility for security matters and the internal security of the State rests with the Department of 
Justice and Equality and An Garda Síochána.  

Among the roles assigned to the Defence Forces in the White Paper on Defence is the pro-
vision of Aid to the Civil Power (ATCP) which, in practice, means to provide assistance and 
support to An Garda Síochána when requested to do so.

In 2014, the Banking and Payments Federation Ireland and its member banks decided that 
they no longer required the services of An Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces in providing 
escorts for certain cash transports and in November 2014 this service ceased.

17/04/2018WRD01700Defence Forces Operations

17/04/2018WRD01800150. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the details of 
operations of the joint task force on drug interdiction involving the Defence Forces in 2016, 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15971/18]

17/04/2018WRD01900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Joint Task 
Force on Drug Interdiction (JTF) was established in 1993 as a Government measure to improve 
law enforcement in relation to illegal drug smuggling and consists of members of An Garda 
Síochána, the Customs Service and the Naval Service. 
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Overall responsibility for the prevention of drug trafficking rests primarily with the Customs 
Service of the Revenue Commissioners, while responsibility for the prevention of crime rests 
primarily with An Garda Síochána. The White Paper on Defence (2015) reaffirms the security 
role carried out by the Defence Forces in support of this important work. 

The Defence Organisation has participated in a number of high profile drug interdiction 
operations resulting in significant seizures of drugs. For operational and security reasons, the 
Deputy will appreciate that it is not appropriate for me to disclose details of operations of the 
JTF involving the Defence Organisation.

17/04/2018WRD02000Defence Forces Operations

17/04/2018WRD02100151. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the prisoner 
escort operations involving the Defence Forces in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15972/18]

17/04/2018WRD02200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Primary respon-
sibility for security matters and the internal security of the State rests with the Department of 
Justice and Equality and An Garda Síochána. 

Among the roles assigned to the Defence Forces in the White Paper on Defence is the pro-
vision of Aid to the Civil Power (ATCP) which, in practice, means to provide assistance and 
support to An Garda Síochána when requested to do so.

The number of prisoner escort operations in which the Defence Forces were deployed in an 
ATCP role are 120 in 2016, 159 in 2017 and 27 to date in 2018.

17/04/2018WRD02300Air Corps Operations

17/04/2018WRD02400152. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the ministerial 
air transport services operations undertaken in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15973/18]

17/04/2018WRD02500153. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the details of 
meetings by the MATS review group; when the review group will publish its report; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15974/18]

17/04/2018WRD02600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 152 and 153 together.

The Ministerial Air Transport Service (MATS) provides the Government and the Presi-
dent with an independent and flexible air transport service to assist in meeting national and 
international obligations. The Service has been primarily provided by the Learjet 45 aircraft 
and information in relation to Ministerial Air Transport is available publicly via a link entitled 
Ministerial Air Transport Service (MATS) on the Department of Defence homepage at www.
defence.ie.

Following a Government decision taken in 8 July 2014, an inter-departmental high-level 
Group was established to review options, in accordance with the public spending code, for the 
future provision of the Ministerial Air Transport Service (MATS). This Review Group com-
prises representatives from the Department of Defence, the Department of An Taoiseach, the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
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Sport. When the Group has completed its work, I will bring a Report to Government with rec-
ommendations on how best to provide a MATS service into the future.

17/04/2018WRD02800Naval Service Vessels

17/04/2018WRD02900154. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the sales and 
acquisitions by the Naval Service’s vessel replacement programme; the cost of each sale and 
acquisition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15975/18]

17/04/2018WRD03000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the De-
fence Forces is maintained to the greatest extent possible so as to enable the Army, Air Corps 
and Naval Service to carry out their roles as assigned by Government.

The most significant investment of recent years by the Defence Organisation has been on 
the procurement of the new Off-Shore Patrol Vessels for the Naval Service.  This programme 
has seen the delivery of three new Naval Service vessels since 2014.  The LÉ Samuel Beckett 
was commissioned in May 2014, LÉ James Joyce was commissioned in September 2015 and 
LÉ William Butler Yeats was commissioned into service in October 2016.  

In June 2016, a contract for an additional sister ship was placed with Babcock International, 
a British company, bringing investment in the new ships programme to some €250 million since 
2010.  The fourth ship, to be named LÉ George Bernard Shaw, is scheduled for delivery later 
this year.

Future Naval Service capabilities are being planned as part of the White Paper project plan-
ning process which will determine the Defence Organisation’s maritime capabilities. The White 
Paper provides for the replacement of the current Naval Service flagship LÉ Eithne with a multi 
role vessel (MRV). It is the Government’s intent that this new vessel will provide a flexible and 
adaptive capability for a wide range of maritime tasks, both at home and overseas. Planning has 
commenced on this project and it is intended to hold a public tender competition in due course 
to cover the supply of the MRV.  This procurement is, of course, subject to the availability of 
funding within the overall Defence capital funding envelope. The cost of the MRV will only be 
known once the tender competition is concluded.

In the context of the impending entry into service of new vessels, three ships older ships 
LÉ Emer, LÉ Aoife and LÉ Aisling were decommissioned. Extensive engineering surveys and 
analyses were carried out by the Naval Service on these vessels given their age and service his-
tory prior to decommissioning. 

LÉ Emer was disposed of in 2013 by way of sale by public auction for €320,000. A slightly 
different situation arose in 2015 in relation to the disposal of the LÉ Aoife. The original in-
tention was to sell LÉ Aoife by way of public auction in the same manner. However, follow-
ing a formal expression of interest from the Maltese authorities in acquiring LÉ Aoife, and 
subsequent discussions between the then Minister for Defence and the Maltese Minister for 
Home Affairs and National Security, the plan to sell LÉ Aoife was reconsidered. The Maltese 
authorities requested the ship for their armed forces to patrol the Mediterranean Sea to endeav-
our to deal with the on-going difficult refugee crisis in the region. The then Minister agreed to 
the transfer of ownership of LÉ Aoife to the Maltese Armed Forces on humanitarian grounds. 
While the vessel was no longer viable for use in Irish waters, it was ideally suited to address a 
pressing short-term requirement for the Maltese authorities.  Last year the LÉ Aisling was sold 
by way of public auction for €110,000.
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The investment in modern new vessels  will ensure that the operational capabilities of the 
Naval Service are maintained to the greatest extent. I am satisfied that the current provisions, 
together with the courses of action in the White Paper, will continue to ensure that the Naval 
Service, as the State’s principal seagoing agency, is suitably equipped to fulfil all roles assigned 
by Government. 

17/04/2018WRD03100Air Corps Operations

17/04/2018WRD03200155. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the emergency 
aeronautical support operations undertaken in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15976/18]

17/04/2018WRD03300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Air Corps 
provides a broad range of services in accordance with its primary security role.  The Air Corps 
also undertakes a diverse range of non-security-related tasks on an ‘as available’ basis including 
the provision of air ambulance services to the Health Service Executive (HSE).  

The HSE’s Aeromedical Desk in its National Emergency Operations Centre is responsible 
for the co-ordination of all health related air transport which comprises emergency aeromedical 
support and the inter-hospital service. The Air Corps, Irish Coast Guard and private air ambu-
lance operators provide air transport for patients. 

The emergency aeromedical support service operates on a daily basis out of Custume Bar-
racks, Athlone. This service operates during daylight hours with particular emphasis on the west 
of Ireland.  The principal objective of the service is to provide rapid treatment and transport of 
patients by helicopter. Since the commencement of this service in June 2012 the Air Corps has 
completed over 2,000 missions with 90 missions to-date in 2018.

The Air Corps inter-hospital service operates out of Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel on 
an “as available” basis and provides emergency air transport for patients requiring organ trans-
plants in the UK; for spinal and serious injuries and illnesses; for neonates requiring immediate 
medical intervention within Ireland; and for Organ Retrieval Teams within Ireland.  

The following table sets out the number of missions undertaken by this service in 2016, 
2017 and to date in 2018. 

 Year    Inter-Hospital missions   
 2016 74
 2017 46
 2018 (to-date) 15 

17/04/2018WRD03400National Risk Assessment

17/04/2018WRD03500156. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status of 
the national risk assessment; if it has been sent to the European Commission as specified on 
page 33 of the ministerial briefing published in June 2017; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15977/18]

17/04/2018WRD03600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): A National Risk 
Assessment for Ireland 2017 was submitted to the European Commission on 5th December 
2017, after it had been endorsed by the Government Task Force (GTF) on Emergency Planning 
and subsequently noted by Government. It was forwarded to the European Commission in re-
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sponse to the invitation to all EU Member States (MS) to provide such a National Risk Assess-
ment (NRA) on a cyclical basis as outlined in the EU Civil Protection Mechanism.

17/04/2018WRD03700EU Battle Groups

17/04/2018WRD03800157. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status of 
the Defence Forces’ planned involvement in the German-led battle group in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15978/18]

17/04/2018WRD03900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The planned 
Defence Forces contribution to the German-led Battlegroup in 2020 will involve a Special Op-
erations Task Group comprising a Special Operations Forces Platoon, Engineer Special Search 
Capability, Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Capability and a Security Platoon together 
with staff posts at both the Operational and Force Headquarters.

The total number of Irish Defence Force personnel that will be involved in the German Bat-
tlegroup will be about 148. However, this level of resource commitment will only arise should 
the Battlegroup be called on to undertake an operation and should Ireland agree to participate.

The Government decision of 6 February to participate in the 2020 Battlegroup does not 
presume any future decision in relation to deploying the Defence Forces on an actual Battle-
group operation.  Ireland’s participation in an actual Battlegroup operation would, as always, 
be subject to the usual “Triple Lock” requirements of a UN Mandate and Government and Dáil 
approval, as appropriate, in accordance with the Defence Acts.  Ireland continues to retain the 
absolute right to determine for itself, on a case-by-case basis, whether or not it will participate 
in any particular Battlegroup operation.

The number of personnel involved leading up to and during the standby period, where the 
Battlegroup has not been mobilised to undertake an operation will be in the region of 10. These 
personnel, mainly staff officers and NCOs, will be engaged in training and planning activities 
serving in various appointments and posts, in the Operational and Force Headquarters in Ulm, 
Germany. 

Discussions are ongoing on the Battlegroup Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) which 
is an agreement between the confirmed participants comprising the Battlegroup, namely Ger-
many, Austria, Czech Republic, Ireland, Croatia, Luxembourg and the Netherlands.  This sets 
out principles in relation to the operation, deployment and management of the Battlegroup. 
While the advice to me is that Dáil approval of the MoU is not required, in the interest of trans-
parency, I have decided to proceed on the basis of a voluntary invocation of the procedure under 
Article 29 of the Constitution and to seek the approval of Dáil Éireann for the MoU once it is 
finalised. 

Ireland’s active engagement in EU Battlegroups demonstrates Ireland’s commitment to the 
development of EU capabilities in the area of crisis management and contributes to our overall 
credibility within the Union.  It also enhances our capacity to influence the ongoing develop-
ment and evolution of the rapid response capacity of the EU; in particular, the role Battlegroups 
can play in reinforcing and acting as a strategic reserve for UN blue-hat operations.

17/04/2018WRD04000Emergency Planning

17/04/2018WRD04100158. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the details on 
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all meetings of the Government task force on emergency planning; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15979/18]

17/04/2018WRD04200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Details of the 
meetings of the Government Task Force (GTF) on Emergency Planning since its formation in 
2001 are provided in the tabular list included with this reply.

The Government established the GTF as a top level structure which gives policy direction 
and coordinates emergency planning activities across all Government Departments and public 
authorities.  The GTF, which I Chair, meets every 6-8 weeks and at least 6 times a year. The 
GTF is comprised of Ministers, senior officials of Government Departments, senior officers of 
the Defence Forces and An Garda Síochána and officials of other key public authorities having 
a lead or support role in Government and national emergency planning.   

Government Task Force on Emergency Planning Meetings (From Establishment 2 Oc-
tober 2001 to 16 April 2018)

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
18 Oc-
tober

31 Janu-
ary

22 Janu-
ary

18 Feb-
ruary

8 Febru-
ary

8 Febru-
ary

14 Feb-
ruary

20 Feb-
ruary 

28 Janu-
ary

22 Oc-
tober

14 Feb-
ruary

26 Feb-
ruary

25 
March

2 March 9 March 24 April 02 April 29 April

24 Oc-
tober

7 March 5 March 22 April 26 April 3 May   4   July 08 July 30 Sep-
tember

26 Oc-
tober

17 April 20 
March

25 May 14 June 31 May 17 Oc-
tober

22 Oc-
tober

 

30 Oc-
tober

9 July 3 April 28 Oc-
tober

13 July 19 July    

1 No-
vember

3 Sep-
tember

30 April 30 No-
vember

20 Sep-
tember

3 Octo-
ber

   

6 No-
vember

8 Octo-
ber

22 July  9 No-
vember

29 No-
vember

   

8 No-
vember

 23 Oc-
tober

 8 De-
cember

    

14 No-
vember

 16 De-
cember

      

21 No-
vember

        

29 No-
vember

        

6 De-
cember

        

13 De-
cember

        

         
13 
Meet-
ings

7 Meet-
ings

9 Meet-
ings

6 Meet-
ings

8 Meet-
ings

7 Meet-
ings

4 Meet-
ings

4 Meet-
ings

3 Meet-
ings

         
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
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2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
10 Feb-
ruary

23 Feb-
ruary

5 March 18 Feb-
ruary

10 Feb-
ruary

26 Feb-
ruary

17 Feb-
ruary

8 March 21 Feb-
ruary

20 May 15 April 18 June 1 May 11 April 30 April 30 June 24 May  
24 June 30 June 24 Sep-

tember
26 June 5 June 23   July 22   July 19 July  

28 July 29 Sep-
tember

9 No-
vember

23 Sep-
tember

23 July 8 Octo-
ber

5 Octo-
ber

27 Sep-
tember

 

30 Sep-
tember

9 No-
vember

17 De-
cember

11 No-
vember

2 Octo-
ber

12 No-
vember

9 No-
vember

8 No-
vember

 

14 Oc-
tober

12 De-
cember

 16 De-
cember

13 No-
vember

 14 De-
cember

22 De-
cember

 

    18 De-
cember

    

         
6 Meet-
ings

6 Meet-
ings

5 meet-
ings

6 Meet-
ings

7 Meet-
ings

5 Meet-
ings

6 Meet-
ings

6 Meet-
ings

1 to date 

17/04/2018WRD04300Defence Forces Medicinal Products

17/04/2018WRD04400159. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the recon-
vened malaria chemoprophylaxis working group has reported back to him; if he will publish 
this report if completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15980/18]

17/04/2018WRD04500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Report of the 
Working Group on Malaria Chemoprophylaxis has been completed and provided to me. 

The report of the Working Group was prepared in the context of current and potential litiga-
tion and is therefore legally privileged and will not be published. 

The Working Group has made a total of twelve recommendations, which are intended to en-
sure that the Defence Forces medical policies and practices continually develop in light of best 
practice. I have accepted these recommendations in principle whilst recognising that certain of 
these recommendations will need to be further developed to allow for their implementation. 

Whilst acknowledging that the Report is legally privileged in the context of litigation, I can 
confirm that many of its recommendations focus on areas including planning, training and edu-
cation/information sharing as well as the establishment of a Medical Advisory Group. 

As I already indicated, proposals will be further developed in relation to the establishment 
of this new Medical Advisory Group. This will formalise the provision of on-going expert ad-
vice, including external expert medical advice, to the Defence Forces in relation to a range of 
medical matters including malaria chemoprophylaxis.  

I wish to assure the Deputy that the heath and welfare of the men and women of the Defence 
Forces is a key priority for me and for the Military Authorities.

17/04/2018WRD04600Army Barracks Closures

17/04/2018WRD04700160. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the run-
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ning and maintenance costs of Columb Barracks, Mullingar, across headings (details supplied). 
[16066/18]

17/04/2018WRD04800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Since the closure 
of Columb Barracks in 2012, my Department has explored a number of avenues to try and 
secure its long term future for the benefit of the local community. Government Departments 
and other Public Bodies, including Westmeath County Council, have been invited to declare an 
interest in acquiring the property. However no interest has been expressed from any of these 
bodies.

In May 2016 officials from my Department attended a public meeting in Mullingar on the 
future use of the barracks. A local group was subsequently established in order to prepare a fea-
sibility study on community use of the premises. No report from that group has been furnished 
to my Department.  

In April 2017, the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government, 
launched the online Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map as a key part of the Rebuilding 
Ireland initiative.  Columb Barracks was included as one of the publicly owned sites having 
potential for housing development.  However, to date there have been no formal approaches 
under this initiative.

The following is the breakdown of the costs incurred by the Department in running the Bar-
racks in 2017:

Light Heat Security Fire 
Brigade 
Callouts

Mainte-
nance

Pest Con-
trol

Total

2017 €51,221.38 n/a €37,608.48 €1,181.25 n/a €654.76 €90,665.87

As the Barracks is no longer required for military purposes, the current financial and admin-
istrative burden resulting from its retention cannot be sustained.  Accordingly, my officials are 
proceeding with its disposal.

17/04/2018WRD04900Overseas Missions

17/04/2018WRD05000161. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if members of the 
Army Ranger Wing have ever served in Afghanistan; the overseas missions in which members 
of the unit have served; and if these particular missions have been approved by Dáil Éireann 
under the triple lock system. [16069/18]

17/04/2018WRD05100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Army Ranger 
Wing (ARW) are the Special Operations Forces of the Defence Forces. Personnel from the 
ARW served in the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), Afghanistan from October 
2006 to March 2007 and from September 2014 to March 2015.  

Members of the ARW have also served in the following missions:

United Nations Operation in Somalia (UNISOM) in 1993; 

International Force East Timor (INTERFET) from October 1999 to February 2000; 

United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) from February 2000 
to June 2000; 

United Nations mission in Liberia (UNMIL) from July 2003 to March 2004; 
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European Union Force (EUFOR) CHAD in 2008; 

United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) from 2016 to date. 

Specific details of the numbers of the ARW deployed overseas are not released into the pub-
lic domain for security and operational reasons.

The conditions under which the Defence Forces may participate on overseas peace support 
operations are set out in the Defence Acts.  The conditions, known as the “triple lock”, must be 
satisfied, that is the operation must be authorised/mandated by the United Nations; it must be 
approved by the Government; and it must be approved by way of a resolution of Dáil Éireann, 
where the size of a Defence Forces contribution is more than twelve personnel. 

With regard to the above listed missions, Dáil Éireann approval was sought for all of the 
missions except for Afghanistan where the numbers involved were less than 12 personnel.

17/04/2018WRE00200Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRE00300162. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
clerical officers and clerical assistants in his Department on temporary contracts by years of 
service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil Service when they have 
served a fixed period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16427/18]

17/04/2018WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There are no 
Clerical Assistants employed in my Department.  There are eight Temporary Clerical Officers 
employed in my Department, with periods of service at this point ranging from 2 months to 19 
months.  The Department is not in a position to offer permanent positions at the conclusion of 
such temporary contracts.  Recruitment of staff to permanent Clerical Officer positions is the 
subject of a separate open competition run by the Public Appointments Service.

17/04/2018WRE00500Registration of Births

17/04/2018WRE00600163. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
statutory footing which compels those seeking a foreign birth registration certificate to provide 
State identification in order for their application to be processed; if his Department has exam-
ined the possibility that most minors under 16 years of age do not have State identification, 
which is normally a driver licence or a passport; his plans to amend this rule due to the number 
of cases on hold at present in the foreign births unit (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15004/18]

17/04/2018WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department takes very seriously its responsibilities in relation to determining entitlement to 
Irish citizenship.  State-issued photographic identification forms an essential part of the docu-
mentary requirements for all applications for Foreign Birth Registration, and this is clearly 
stated on my Department’s website and on the application form for citizenship through Foreign 
Birth Registration.

The statutory basis for the documentary requirements is set out in the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Acts and in the Foreign Birth Regulations 2013 (S.I. No 47 of 2013).

When the application for citizenship is being made on behalf of a minor, the requirement for 
photographic identification is not only important in relation to our objectives of protecting the 
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integrity of the citizenship process and minimising the risk of fraud, but also in safeguarding 
against child abduction or trafficking.

With regard to the particular individual case which the Deputy references, and on which he 
has been in correspondence with my Department, I am pleased to confirm that the additional 
document requested was provided and the applicant was entered onto the Foreign Births Reg-
ister on April 10th.

17/04/2018WRE00800Diplomatic Representation

17/04/2018WRE00900164. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he or his officials were contacted by the Russian ambassador. [15077/18]

17/04/2018WRE01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I re-
fer the Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 136, reference No. 14154-18, of 28 
March 2018.  Since then, on 2 April 2018, the Russian Ambassador contacted the Secretary 
General of my Department to advise him of Russia’s decision to convene an extraordinary 
meeting of the Executive Council of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
in The Hague.  The meeting took place on 4 April 2018.

On 12 April 2018, following a request from the Russian Embassy, the Ambassador met a 
senior official in my Department to outline his government’s position on the recent announce-
ment by the US Department of the Treasury of the imposition of sanctions against a number of 
Russian individuals and their companies.

17/04/2018WRE01100Brexit Issues

17/04/2018WRE01200165. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of contingency planning under way within his Department and State agencies 
for the impact of Brexit. [15079/18]

17/04/2018WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Co-
ordination of the whole-of-Government response to Brexit is being taken forward through the 
cross-Departmental coordination structures chaired by my Department.

Contingency planning for a no-deal or worst-case outcome, bringing together the detailed 
work being undertaken by individual Ministers and their Departments on issues within their 
policy remit, is now well advanced.  Its focus is on the immediate regulatory and operational 
challenges which would result from such an outcome.  It assumes a trading relationship based 
on the default WTO rules, but also examines the possible effects on many other areas of con-
cern.  This work is therefore providing baseline scenarios for the impact of Brexit across all 
sectors, which can then be adapted as appropriate in light of developments in the EU-UK nego-
tiations, including in regard to transition arrangements and the future relationship.  It also takes 
account of the planning being undertaken at EU level by the new Commission Preparedness 
Unit, which is issuing information notes aimed at different business sectors.

The Government is already acting in order to get Ireland Brexit ready.  Dedicated measures 
were announced in Budget 2018, including a new €300m Brexit Loan Scheme for Business and 
a €25m Brexit Response Loan Scheme for the agri-food sector as well as additional supports 
for capital investment in the food industry and Bord Bia marketing and promotion activities, 
amounting to over €50m in total.  Additional capital expenditure allocation of €4.3bn over four 
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years will also allow the State and its agencies to properly plan major infrastructure projects 
while ensuring that communities and businesses can plan ahead.  There was also increased 
funding provided to my Department for the opening of six new diplomatic missions as part of 
Global Footprint 2025, which will contribute to helping our exporters find new markets.  Our 
Government’s enterprise agencies continue to work with companies, helping them to deal with 
Brexit – making them more competitive, diversifying market exposure, and up-skilling teams.

Longer-term economic strategies will also be critically important in addressing the chal-
lenges of Brexit, notably Ireland 2040 – the National Development Plan.  The Enterprise Strat-
egy 2025 Renewed was recently launched and we are in active discussions with the European 
Investment Bank on a potential increase in investment in the country.

Before the summer the Government will finalise a paper, building on that published in May 
2017, on our approach to the negotiations and our latest assessment of the economic and sec-
toral challenges posed by Brexit and our responses to them.

17/04/2018WRE01400Location of Victims’ Remains

17/04/2018WRE01500166. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
efforts being made to contact the authorities in Northern Ireland to have the missing body parts 
of a person (details supplied) returned to the family for appropriate burial with the rest of their 
body; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15217/18]

17/04/2018WRE01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I re-
cently met with the family in the case referred to by the Deputy.  I subsequently tasked officials 
in my Department with engaging with the relevant authorities in Northern Ireland in relation 
to the issue.  My Department will keep the family informed as to the progress of these efforts.

As the Deputy will appreciate, this is a private and most difficult matter for the family and 
direct contact will therefore be maintained with the family as appropriate.

17/04/2018WRE01700Consular Services Representations

17/04/2018WRE01800167. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied) in the United 
States of America. [15644/18]

17/04/2018WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department was made aware of this case in March 2018 and officials have been providing all 
appropriate assistance to the individual and his family since then.

Consular Assistance officials in Dublin and in the Consulate General of Ireland in Boston 
continue to be in regular contact with the individual, his family, the correctional centre, and the 
Irish Pastoral Centre.

As the Deputy knows, the Government cannot interfere in a legal process in another juris-
diction.  However, my Department will continue to monitor the case closely, providing all ap-
propriate assistance to this individual and his family.

17/04/2018WRE02000Passport Applications Administration
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17/04/2018WRE02100168. Deputy James Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that passport forms do not note that in cases of pass-
ports out of date for more than five years the person must hold a public services card; his plans 
to include reference to this requirement on passport forms in future; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15018/18]

17/04/2018WRE02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
passport application form is distributed with accompanying notes which provide an overview 
for the main categories of passport application, a section by section guide on how to complete 
the application form and contact details for the Passport Service.

The Passport Service processes passport applications from many different categories of 
applicant, through a range of different channels, for Irish citizens at home and abroad.  Docu-
mentary requirements for any given category of applicant can vary considerably.  As such, the 
passport application form and accompanying notes are not intended to be exhaustive guides.

It is noted on the front of the application form that a more detailed step-by-step guide to all 
sections of the form is available online at the Passport Service’s website www.dfa.ie/passport.  
This website is regularly updated and offers comprehensive guidelines for all categories of 
passport applications, useful passport tips and current turnaround times.  In addition, the web-
site allows applicants to track the progress of their application using their 11 digit application 
number.  Applicants may also use the site’s webchat service to contact customer service directly 
about any application query they may have.

Applicants residing in Ireland who require further information on their own category of ap-
plication and who do not have access to or do not wish to use the available online resources may 
contact the Passport Service’s dedicated customer service line on 01 671 1633.

The Passport Service regularly reviews the information that it provides in its forms, leaflets 
and publications and welcomes feedback from the public on these information materials.

17/04/2018WRE02300International Sanctions Application

17/04/2018WRE02400169. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he or his officials have considered transposing the Magnitsky Act; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15024/18]

17/04/2018WRE02500170. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he or his officials have discussed the Magnitsky Act with the American ambassador or 
with officials in the USA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15025/18]

17/04/2018WRE02600171. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the Magnitsky Act was discussed at the Foreign Affairs Council recently; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15026/18]

17/04/2018WRE02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 169 to 171, inclusive, together.

The circumstances surrounding the death of Mr. Sergei Magnitsky in 2009 remain deeply 
disturbing.  From the outset, the EU called on the Russian authorities to conduct a comprehen-
sive and independent investigation, and criticised their failure to clarify the circumstances sur-
rounding Mr. Magnitsky’s death.
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A number of countries, including some EU Member States, have put in place national 
“Magnitsky Acts” freezing the assets of, and withholding visas from, certain Russian officials 
believed to have acted in violation of human rights.

The question of the nature and scope of EU sanctions is always complex and difficult.  The 
adoption of sanctions requires a unanimous decision of the Council.  As the Deputy will be 
aware, EU economic sanctions have been in place against Russia since 2014 in response to its 
illegal annexation of Crimea and its further actions to destabilise Ukraine.

To date Ireland has raised its concerns regarding human rights in Russia directly with the 
Russian authorities and through the EU, the Council of Europe and at the UN Human Rights 
Council.  In 2016, the Foreign Affairs Council adopted five principles to guide EU relations 
with Russia.  Key amongst these is strengthening our support for civil society in Russia, a posi-
tion which Ireland fully endorses.

At the Foreign Affairs Council yesterday Ministers discussed the EU’s policy on Russia.  
We agreed that the five principles represent a balanced and comprehensive framework for man-
aging our relations with Russia.  We also underlined the crucial importance of increasing EU 
support for civil society organisations and human rights activists at this time.  The question of 
further EU measures against Russia may be considered over the coming period; however, no 
decisions were taken at yesterday’s meeting.

I can confirm that my Department has not had discussions with the US authorities regarding 
the introduction of a Magnitsky Act in Ireland.

17/04/2018WRE03000International Election Monitoring

17/04/2018WRE03100172. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the financial and technical support his Department is providing either directly or through 
the EU in the run-up to the presidential elections in Colombia in 2018; his views on violence in 
the run-up to the election; the safeguards in place to protect candidates; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15128/18]

17/04/2018WRE03200173. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the financial and technical support his Department is providing either directly or through 
the EU in the run-up to the presidential elections in Colombia in 2018 to ensure a transparent 
and peaceful process and to encourage the protection of the spirit and promises of the peace 
agreement. [15129/18]

17/04/2018WRE03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 172 and 173 together.

The first round of presidential elections are due to take place in Colombia on 27 May 2018, 
following national legislative elections which took place on 11 March 2018, the first since the 
country’s historic peace accord was approved in November 2016.

I am aware of the reports of violence in Colombia in the electoral season to which the 
Deputy refers.  The security situation continues to be cause for concern, and developments in 
the aftermath of legislative elections and in advance of presidential elections are being closely 
monitored by my Department and by our Embassy in Mexico which is accredited to Colom-
bia.  I condemn unreservedly any such intimidation or violence perpetrated in Colombia and 
elsewhere.  As the Deputy will agree, peaceful and fair elections are the cornerstone of any 
democracy and this right must be guaranteed.
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Ireland has made significant financials contribution in support of the Colombian peace pro-
cess.

Ireland is a founder member and one of the largest contributors to the EU Trust Fund for 
Colombia, which aims to support the implementation of the peace agreement.  We have com-
mitted to providing €3 million in funding over the lifetime of the Fund.

In addition, in 2017, Ireland contributed €400,000 to the UN Trust Fund for Colombia and 
€300,000 to the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, to assist them in car-
rying out their vital work in Colombia.

Ireland is also funding the secondment of Mr. Pat Colgan as an adviser to the Colombian 
Ministry for Post-Conflict.  Mr. Colgan was formerly Chief Executive of the Special EU Pro-
grammes Body (SEUPB), which was set up by the British and Irish Governments to manage the 
PEACE Programmes and INTERREG Programmes in Northern Ireland.

I firmly believe that Colombia’s peace accord provides the framework in which the endemic 
violence and impunity which has afflicted Colombian society for decades can successfully be 
addressed.  Historic strides have been made to date in its implementation, including the full de-
commissioning of FARC weapons by July 2017 and the transformation of the organisation into 
a political party, which as part of the agreement is guaranteed to have five seats in each chamber 
of the national congress.

We know from our own experience in Ireland that achieving peace can be complex and 
challenging and is far from straightforward.  Whatever the outcome of presidential elections in 
May, Ireland remains committed to supporting the full implementation of the agreement, which 
I believe will ensure a more peaceful future for all Colombians.

I wish to take this opportunity to recall the warm relations which exist between Ireland and 
Colombia, demonstrated by the announcement in October 2017 that Ireland will open an Em-
bassy in Bogotá, and I wish to extend to the people of Colombia all the best for the electoral 
period ahead.

17/04/2018WRE03500Departmental Expenditure

17/04/2018WRE03600174. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the 
number of consultants engaged by his Department in those years; the names of the consultancy 
companies awarded contracts; and the steps which have been taken to reduce the expenditure 
on consultancy and the reliance on consultants by his Department in these years and for the 
future. [15201/18]

17/04/2018WRE03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is responsible for two Votes - Vote 27 (International 
Co-operation) and Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade).

The Department seeks to minimize expenditure on consultants and commissions external 
expertise only in areas where highly specialised skills are not available within the Department 
and, in particular, where independent evaluation of programmes and projects is required.  Dur-
ing the course of their engagement, these consultants and experts may prepare reports and other 
analysis or documentation for the Department.

In-depth analysis of issues by external experts has informed, and continues to inform, the 
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Department’s policies, allowing for a more targeted use of resources and greater accountability 
in the allocation of budgets.

Some consultancies are engaged directly by Missions abroad, including to prepare technical 
reports relating to Ireland’s overseas development programme.

Certain reports commissioned by the Department are for internal management usage and 
not for publication.  However, many Irish Aid-related reports are published on www.irishaid.ie.

Consultancy services are procured by competitive tendering processes in accordance with 
EU and national rules and comply with the overall value for money objectives of the Depart-
ment.  In addition, all expenditure on consultancies is subject to audit by the Department’s 
Evaluation and Audit Unit which reports directly to the Secretary General and whose work is 
overseen by the Department’s independent Audit Committee.  The expenditure is also subject 
to audit by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General.

Details of the amount of expenditure in each of the years 2015 to 2017, the number of con-
sultants engaged, and the names of the consultancy companies awarded contracts in those years 
are detailed in the table below:

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade: Expenditure on consultancy in each of the 
years 2015 to 2017
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Year Amount of Expendi-
ture (€)

Number of Consul-
tants

Consultants awarded 
contracts/engaged 

2015 436,950 27 ASM. Alasdair Col-
lins DP Evaluation.
Ann Nolan.Cathal 
Reidy. Centre for 
Social Research.
Charles Abola.Cof-
fey International 
Development Ltd.
Crowleys DFK.
Cornelius Chipoma.
Firetail Ltd.Gemma 
O’Reilly. Ground 
Work Consultancy.
Johnny O’Regan.
Kate Bridges.Lah-
luva Consultores.
Mazars.Michael 
Shannon.Isaac 
Ngoma.Mpala 
Nkonkomalimba.
OPTIMOZ.Option 
Consultancy Servic-
es Ltd.Saferworld.
Sebastian Kevany.
Stephens Moore.
Tran Thi Ngoc Diep.
Transparency inter-
national.Wilberforce 
MUHWANA.
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Year Amount of Expendi-
ture (€)

Number of Consul-
tants

Consultants awarded 
contracts/engaged 

2016 540,865 26 Anne Nolan/Ja-
net Gruber.ASM.
Bronagh Hinds/ 
Debbie Donnelly.
Caoimhe Hughes.
CASE International.
Centre for Law and 
Democracy.Cor-
nelius Chipoma.
Eamon Brehony/
Alais Nakuyukuyo 
Morindat.Emily 
Mates.Emmanuel 
Sulle.Grant Thorn-
ton.Ingrid Obery.
Ishihaka Mwan-
dalima.Luiz Genedio 
Mendes Jorge.M 
Horizon (UK) Ltd.
McQuillans.Mer-
cer International.
Sean Mc Gearty. 
Noel Casserly.PWC.
REEV Consult 
International.Right 
to Change.Southern 
Cross Consulting.
Technopolis.The 
Institute of Interna-
tional and European 
Affairs.Willis Tow-
ers Watson.

2017 224,766 10 Amárach Research.
ASM.Ernst & 
Young (EY).Inde-
con Consultants.M 
Horizon (UK) Ltd.
Mary Brady. Mercer 
International.Noel 
Casserly.Rachael 
Twinem. Tierney & 
Associates, Risk & 
Governance Consul-
tants.

17/04/2018WRE03800Human Rights

17/04/2018WRE03900175. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that an Irish-registered non-governmental organisation 
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(details supplied) is seeking to obtain United Nations Economic and Social Council consultative 
status; if this application will be supported; if he will request countries to support and vote in 
favour of its application; and if he will meet with the organisation to discuss same. [15264/18]

17/04/2018WRE04000191. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if support will be given to an application for United Nations ECOSOC consultative status 
by an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15902/18]

17/04/2018WRE04100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 175 and 191 together.

The consultative relationship between non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and the 
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC) is governed by ECOSOC 
resolution 1996/31, which outlines the eligibility requirements for consultative status; rights 
and obligations of NGOs in consultative status; procedures for withdrawal or suspension of 
consultative status; the role and functions of the ECOSOC Committee on NGOs; and the re-
sponsibilities of the UN Secretariat in supporting the consultative relationship.

Consultative status provides NGOs with access to ECOSOC and to its many subsidiary 
bodies; to the various human rights mechanisms of the United Nations; ad-hoc processes; and 
special events organised by the President of the General Assembly.  Currently 4,862 NGOs, 
including nine Irish NGOs, hold consultative status with ECOSOC.

International, regional, sub regional and national non-governmental and non-profit, public 
or voluntary organisations may apply for consultative status.  Applications are reviewed by the 
Committee on NGOs (the Committee), a subsidiary body of ECOSOC, which consists of 19 
Member States elected on the basis of equitable geographical representation and which meets 
twice a year in January and May.  Following review, the Committee’s recommendations are 
forwarded to ECOSOC for decision.

In the course of reviewing an application, the Committee may ask questions or seek clarifi-
cation from NGOs.  This can often result in a delay in the consideration of individual applica-
tions, as the application may then be deferred to the next session.  In relation the specific organi-
sation referred to by the Deputies, I am told that it first submitted its application in 2016 but, 
because of repeated requests for further information, no recommendation has yet been made.

In the margins of the last meeting of the Committee, when its application was again de-
ferred, officials of the Permanent Mission of Ireland to the United Nations in New York met 
with representatives of the organisation, who raised the possibility of appealing directly to 
ECOSOC.  This course of action has been pursued in recent years in response to similar dif-
ficulties encountered by a number of other NGOs.  However, the application must have been 
rejected by the Committee and, unless ECOSOC decides otherwise, the organisation is then 
precluded from reapplying for a period of three years.  Moreover, the submission of a resolution 
to ECOSOC seeking to overturn the decision of the Committee carries no guarantee of success.

In the case of the organisation in question, its application has not yet been put to a vote in 
the Committee and a resolution cannot therefore be brought to ECOSOC at the present time.

It is widely accepted that there is a strong need for significant reform of the United Nations 
across much of its work and Ireland is committed to supporting Secretary General Guterres in 
his efforts in this regard.  The Committee on NGOs and the current system of determining NGO 
consultative status is clearly unwieldy and oversubscribed, and its methods of work need to be 
revisited.  While there have been some positive developments recently, including webcasting of 
the Committee’s deliberations, which has brought welcome transparency to its processes, there 
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is no doubt that the functioning of the Committee could be improved.

On a more general note, I would like to emphasise our appreciation for the valuable role that 
civil society actors play in holding countries to account for their human rights records and com-
pliance with their international treaty obligations.  Their participation enriches the deliberations 
of human rights bodies and my Department regularly includes representatives of civil society in 
our national delegations to meetings such as the Commission on the Status of Women.

Civil society space is a key priority for Ireland at the Human Rights Council (HRC) in Ge-
neva.  Recognising the shrinking space for civil society worldwide, Ireland has successfully 
led on resolutions on the creation and maintenance of safe and enabling environments for civil 
society space since 2013 and we will again present a resolution on this issue at the next meeting 
of the HRC in June 2018.

17/04/2018WRE04200Law Reform Commission

17/04/2018WRE04300176. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of pieces of legislation both enacted and published by his Department which origi-
nated in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabu-
lar form; the details of each piece of legislation in the corresponding year; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15349/18]

17/04/2018WRE04400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): No 
legislation originating from work carried out by the Law Reform Commission has been enacted 
by my Department in any of the past ten years.

17/04/2018WRE04500Diplomatic Representation

17/04/2018WRE04600177. Deputy James Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to open an embassy in Iran in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15389/18]

17/04/2018WRE04700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Embassy of Ireland in Ankara is accredited on a non-residential basis to Iran.  Ireland is also 
represented in Iran by an Honorary Consul.

A range of factors are taken into account in considering our diplomatic representation over-
seas, including our national political, economic and trade priorities, as well as the availability of 
resources.  The Government is conscious of the political, economic and trade factors that might 
warrant the opening of a resident diplomatic mission in Iran – as in a number of other countries.  
This will be taken fully into account in ongoing work on the Global Footprint to 2025.

17/04/2018WRE04800Human Rights Cases

17/04/2018WRE04900178. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
steps he has taken or will take to ensure that the Israeli authorities are contacted to express the 
opposition of the Houses of the Oireachtas to the continued use of administrative detention of 
Palestinian Legislative Council members who have been arrested and detained without being 
convicted of an offence in a manner which is in violation of all human rights standards and 
agreements under international law. [15391/18]
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17/04/2018WRE05000181. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
the detention of members of a group (details supplied) has been discussed at EU Foreign Affairs 
Council meetings; if so, the outcome of these discussions; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15630/18]

17/04/2018WRE05100184. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to intervene to highlight the arrest and continued detention of members of the Palestin-
ian Legislative Council by the Israeli Government without a proper trial or conviction; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15731/18]

17/04/2018WRE05200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 178, 181 and 184 together.

The 132 members of Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC) were elected in 2006 for a four 
year mandate.  The PLC has not held a regular session since 2007 and its mandate has since 
expired.  I regret that it has not been possible to hold long overdue elections.  I note that there 
are currently twelve members of the PLC currently held in Israeli jails with nine of these in 
administrative detention.

The continued use of administrative detention by Israel against Palestinian activists is a 
matter of concern.  The subjects of these orders are given no indication of the allegations or 
concerns for which they are being detained.

Ireland has consistently made clear our view that administrative detention, if it exists at all, 
should only be an exceptional emergency measure.  If there are genuine security concerns about 
individuals, they should be charged and tried under the law.  Detained Palestinians should have 
the same protections and conditions that Israel affords its own citizens when detained.

Ireland has conveyed these views to the Israeli authorities both directly and through our 
interventions at UN level.  In the most recent Universal Periodic Review of Israel, earlier this 
year, Ireland raised the issue of administrative detention, and made recommendations on the 
rights of detainees.

We have also worked to have the issue addressed in EU Council Conclusions.  EU Mis-
sions in Palestine, including Ireland’s, have issued statements on the practice making clear that 
detainees have the right to be informed about the charges underlying any detention and must 
be granted access to legal assistance and be given a fair trial within a reasonable time or be 
released.

We will continue to make known our concerns on the practice to the Israeli authorities at all 
appropriate opportunities.

17/04/2018WRF00200Middle East Issues

17/04/2018WRF00300179. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
diplomatic steps he has taken against Israel in order to express the Irish population’s outrage at 
the slaughter of civilians in Gaza and its ongoing consistent and flagrant breaches of interna-
tional law. [15587/18]

17/04/2018WRF00400182. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the action he will take following the recent violence in Gaza which resulted in a significant 
number of casualties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15631/18]
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17/04/2018WRF00500183. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if Ireland has raised in international fora or as a member of the European Union, the killing of 
civilians by Israeli troops recently during clashes at the Gaza and Israeli border; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15709/18]

17/04/2018WRF00600185. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has raised recent events in the Gaza Strip with the Government and Ambassador of 
Israel; his plans to pursue an international investigation into the deaths and violence which have 
occurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15748/18]

17/04/2018WRF00700190. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position with regard to the recent violence at the Gaza-Israeli border which has left a large 
number of persons dead and injured; if he has raised the issue of disproportionate use of force 
by the IDF against protesters with the Israeli Embassy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15888/18]

17/04/2018WRF00800193. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the action he plans to take regarding the suppression by Israel of the recent peaceful protest by 
Palestinians in Gaza; if he will condemn these actions by Israel; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15909/18]

17/04/2018WRF00900194. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to Israel’s recent targeting of Palestinians in Gaza (details sup-
plied); and the actions he will take in this regard.. [16221/18]

17/04/2018WRF01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 179, 182, 183, 185, 190, 193 and 194 together.

I have been greatly concerned by the events in Gaza over recent weeks, and especially by 
the appalling number of serious injuries and deaths to people engaged in demonstrations.

Every country is entitled to defend its border, but the use of force, and particularly deadly 
force, must only be used as a last resort and should be proportionate to a real and immediate 
threat. Israel is legitimately vigilant when there are mass demonstrations close to its border with 
Gaza. However, the number and nature of casualties in recent weeks, arising from the use of 
live ammunition, is difficult to understand.

I issued two public statements in relation to these incidents, on 31 March and on 9 April. I 
called on all sides to show restraint, particularly Israeli forces in their use of force. And I sup-
ported the calls by the EU and by the UN Secretary General for an independent and transparent 
investigation into these events. The Irish Ambassador in Israel has made Ireland’s concerns 
known to the Israeli authorities.

I would also stress that, as I have made clear in all my contacts in the region, the situation 
in Gaza is untenable. If the cycle of violence and depression in the Strip is not ended, events 
of this nature will inevitably recur. The long-standing blockade cannot be accepted as normal. 
It is for this reason that, in my visits to Gaza and in my many contacts at EU and international 
level, I have been particularly active in trying to encourage and promote international interest 
and alternative approaches. I will continue to make this a priority in my work.

17/04/2018WRF01100State Visits

17/04/2018WRF01200180. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
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Trade the number of official State visits his Department has been involved with for each of the 
past four years; the costs associated with same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15601/18]

17/04/2018WRF01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): A State 
Visit is the highest level of official visit from one country to another.  It is undertaken by a 
Head of State and takes place at the invitation of one State to another.  State Visits to Ireland 
include an official welcome ceremony at Áras an Uachtaráin, a wreath-laying ceremony at the 
Garden of Remembrance, a State Dinner hosted by the President and calls on the Taoiseach and 
the Oireachtas.  Other elements can include business and community receptions and visits to 
places of historical, educational or cultural interest.  As such, State Visits to Ireland provide an 
important opportunity to promote Ireland’s interests internationally and contribute to the devel-
opment of strong economic, political and cultural links with other countries.    Since 2014, the 
following five official State Visits to Ireland have taken place:

Year Country Name and Title
2014 Republic of Mozambique H.E. Mr. Armando Emílio 

GuebuzaPresident of the 
Republic of Mozambique 

2015 Federal Republic of Ger-
many 

H.E. Mr. Joachim Gauck, 
President of the Federal 
Republic of Germany 

2016 Cyprus H.E. Mr. Nicos Anastasia-
des, President of Cyprus 

2017 Republic of Croatia H.E. Kolinda Grabar-
Kitaroviæ, President of the 
Republic of Croatia

2018 Italian Republic H.E. Mr. Sergio Mattarel-
laPresident of the Italian 
Republic

The costs associated with these visits are as follows:

Costs 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Republic of 
Mozambique 

Federal 
Republic of 
Germany 

Cyprus Republic of 
Croatia 

Italian Re-
public

Amount €39,747.08 €31,821.74 €22,046.56 €29,590.19 €23,597.13*
*Plus one bill yet to be finalised.

In relation to costs for each visit, business is allocated with a view to ensuring value for 
money combined with an appropriate level of service.  

Staff costs have not been included in the reply.  The division in my Department which man-
ages State Visits also manages visits to Ireland by a range of foreign dignitaries.  Staff members 
in this unit routinely work on multiple visits at the same time and it is therefore impractical to 
identify specific staff costs related to individual visits.

Question No. 181 answered with Question No. 178.

Questions Nos. 182 and 183 answered with Question No. 179.

Question No. 184 answered with Question No. 178.
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Question No. 185 answered with Question No. 179.

17/04/2018WRF01900Passport Applications Administration

17/04/2018WRF02000186. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the measures being adopted to escalate the processing of passport applications; if the 
passport services made available to Members of the Houses of the Oireachtas to facilitate pass-
port representations are still valid (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15792/18]

17/04/2018WRF02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
quickest and easiest way for an adult to renew a passport is to apply online. These passports 
are being turned around in 10 working days or less, plus postage time. This service is currently 
only available for adults renewing their passport but it is planned to extend this service to other 
renewal categories by the end of this year.Renewals applications, through Passport Express, 
are now processed in the target timeframe of 15 working days.   I have allocated additional 
resources to the Passport Office to ensure that the target processing times continue to be met, 
and customer support provided, as we enter the peak summer season. The number of Full Time 
Equivalent staff permanently employed by my Department and assigned to the Passport Ser-
vice stood at 322 at the beginning of the year. This compares to 310 Full Time Equivalent staff 
assigned to the Passport Service at the same point last year. In addition, over 20 additional 
permanent staff have been assigned to the Passport Service in 2018. In addition 220 Temporary 
Clerical Officers have been assigned to the Passport Offices in Dublin and Cork. Targeted over-
time was also sanctioned in recent weeks for both temporary and permanent staff to help deal 
with high application volumes. 

The continuous implementation of service improvements has also been central to my De-
partment’s response to increasing application volumes. The Passport Reform Programme is 
delivering major upgrades to the passport service technology platforms and business processes 
as well as significant customer service improvements. 

The Department currently has a dedicated channel of communication for Oireachtas repre-
sentatives and my office is the dedicated point of contact for public representatives. This ensures 
consistency, efficiency and fairness in responses to the queries of all public representatives.

I am grateful to Deputies for their continued assistance in advising constituents to visit the 
Passport Service’s webpage on my Department’s website (www.dfa.ie/passport) before apply-
ing and to sign up for our passport renewal reminder service at www.eforms.gov.ie/en/reminder/
passport/.

17/04/2018WRF02200Middle East Issues

17/04/2018WRF02300187. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the actions being taken to help provide a long-term peaceful resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict in view of continued Israeli efforts to quash Palestinian political autonomy. [15810/18]

17/04/2018WRF02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ire-
land, along with our EU partners, supports the achievement of a two state solution to the Middle 
East conflict. This support includes political efforts to encourage a resumption of direct negotia-
tions, which are ultimately the only way to achieve peace. It also includes action on the ground 
on human rights and justice issues affecting Palestinians under occupation, including settlement 



17 April 2018

103

activity, which are progressively endangering the prospects of such a peace agreement.  During 
my working visit to Israel and Palestine in January, on which I have reported to the House, I met 
with both President Abbas and Prime Minister Netanyahu, as well as other representatives of 
the Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority, and discussed with them reinvigorating 
the effort towards peace in the Middle East.   In recent months the new United States adminis-
tration has been exploring the possibilities for re-launching the process to reach a comprehen-
sive peace agreement. This engagement is very welcome, and I have met myself with the US 
team to encourage their work, and to underline to them the key parameters for an agreement 
which the EU has long espoused. 

In recent discussions with my EU colleagues, I have stated that the EU must continue to 
encourage an appropriate US initiative, but that the EU must also continue our own work, 
including work on the ground, to help preserve and create the political and physical space in 
which the two state solution can be achieved, and help to combat negative trends, including the 
deteriorating situation in Gaza. Recent events in Gaza are a symptom of how difficult the situ-
ation there is, and should be a further spur to our efforts to bring about change. I am actively 
exploring with EU colleagues how this can best be done.

As a part of Ireland’s efforts towards helping lay the groundwork for the two state solution, 
successive Irish Governments have provided financial support to build the institutions of a Pal-
estinian State. Through the Irish Aid programme, which also aims to promote peace building 
and to meet the immediate needs of the Palestinian people, we currently provide some €10 mil-
lion annually in development and humanitarian assistance. Ireland’s support to the Palestinian 
Authority has a specific focus on education. 

Irish Aid also continues to address the immediate humanitarian needs of the Palestinian 
people, particularly in Gaza. Ireland has provided funding of €8 million to UNRWA’s Gaza 
Emergency Appeals since 2006, of which €500,000 was provided in 2017. In light of the ex-
ceptional circumstances UNRWA is facing, Ireland brought forward our 2018 core contribution 
to the organisation’s Programme Budget. Last month, Ireland pledged an additional €250,000 
to the Agency. 

I have given a high priority to the Middle East Peace Process since assuming office, in both 
my work at EU level and elsewhere, as I have reported to the House. 

17/04/2018WRF02500Diplomatic Representation

17/04/2018WRF02600188. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on whether the decision to expel a Russian diplomat from Ireland was premature and 
unwarranted (details supplied); if he will be apologising to the Russian ambassador; the steps 
he will take to repair Irish-Russian relations in the wake of the expulsion; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15836/18]

17/04/2018WRF02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Fol-
lowing on from extensive briefings by the United Kingdom at senior official level and to EU 
Foreign Ministers, Prime Minister Theresa May addressed the European Council on 22 March. 
She made a compelling case in support of her government’s assessment that it is highly likely 
that the Russian Federation was responsible for the poisoning of Sergei Skripal and his daugh-
ter, Yulia, with a military-grade nerve agent, and that there was no plausible alternative ex-
planation.Having listened to the Prime Minister, and to the views of other Member States in a 
position to support her account, all EU leaders agreed with the United Kingdom Government’s 
assessment. They also affirmed their unqualified solidarity with the United Kingdom in the face 
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of this grave challenge to Europe’s shared security.    The Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) has since independently confirmed the findings of the UK govern-
ment relating to the identity of the toxic chemical used in the attack. As I have previously stated, 
the use of chemical weapons, including the use of any toxic chemicals as weapons, by anyone, 
anywhere, is shocking and abhorrent. The attack in Salisbury was not just an act against the 
United Kingdom, it also represented a direct challenge to the international rules-based system 
on which we all depend for our security and wellbeing.  

In light of the European Council Conclusions, and following an assessment conducted by 
the Irish security services and relevant Government Departments, I decided to terminate the ac-
creditation of a diplomatic staff member at the Russian Embassy. This decision was not taken 
lightly. It was based on an assessment of all the relevant political and security factors, and in 
line with the provisions of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. It is noteworthy 
that a majority of Ireland’s closest international partners, both inside and outside the EU re-
sponded to the Salisbury attack in a similar manner. I am satisfied that the decision to expel a 
Russian diplomat was the most appropriate course of action in the circumstances. 

Ireland has long standing relations with Russia and this year marks the 45th   anniversary 
of diplomatic relations. We have much to gain from our trade and cultural links and through 
greater people-to-people contacts.  I hope it will be possible to continue to build on the many 
positives in our relationship. To do so effectively, we must maintain mutual trust and respect, 
which is best assured by honoring and implementing the commitments we have made as mem-
bers of the UN, OSCE, the OPCW as well as the Council of Europe. 

17/04/2018WRF02800Passport Services

17/04/2018WRF02900189. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on correspondence (details supplied); and if additional resources will be allocated to 
this service. [15837/18]

17/04/2018WRF03000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
advised by the Passport Service that the correspondence to which the Deputy refers concerns 
a passport renewal application that was processed in March of this year. I am advised, that this 
correspondence was answered by my Department on 5th April 2018. I understand that the es-
sence of this correspondence concerned a data breach that was promptly brought to the Passport 
Service’s attention and was immediately reported in line with their procedures for safeguard-
ing customer data. My Department takes our responsibilities under Data Protection law very 
seriously and accordingly, the matter was immediately escalated and brought to the attention 
of the appropriate staff members. The staff members acted promptly and in line with protocol 
for such cases to protect personal details from risk of compromise.    The correspondence to 
which the Deputy refers also highlighted the difficulties that the applicant experienced in ob-
taining updates on the progress of their application through the Passport Service’s customer 
care phone and email services. At the time that the application in question was being processed, 
the Passport Service was experiencing an exceptionally high workload owing to high applica-
tion volumes and disruption caused by adverse weather conditions and the subsequent closure 
of the Dublin and Cork passport offices for 2 days. Consequently, turnaround times for some 
categories of application were higher than target turnaround times and delays were experienced 
in response times for queries submitted to customer care. 

I would like to take this opportunity to highlight that applicants can track the status of exist-
ing applications at any time through the Passport Service’s online tracker which can be found 
on the department’s website: 
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https://passporttracking.dfa.ie/ 

The Passport Service also operates a web-chat facility where applicants and passport hold-
ers can contact the customer care team from 9am to 4pm Monday to Friday. A link to this ser-
vice can be found on the passport tracker web-page.

Measures taken by the Passport Service to enhance processing capacity include the recruit-
ment of additional staff and the use of targeted overtime. The number of Full Time Equivalent 
staff permanently employed by my Department and assigned to the Passport Service stood at 
322 at the beginning of the year. This compares to 310 Full Time Equivalent staff assigned to 
the Passport Service at the same point last year. In addition, over 20 additional permanent staff 
have been assigned to the Passport Service in 2018.

In order to respond to seasonal demands and an anticipated increase in applications, the 
Passport Service received sanction this year for 220 Temporary Clerical Officers to be ap-
pointed to the Passport Offices in Dublin and Cork. These officers are now full trained and 
assigned to duties within the two Passport Offices.  Targeted overtime was also sanctioned for 
both temporary and permanent staff to help deal with high application volumes. 

The continuous implementation of service improvements has also been central to my De-
partment’s response to increasing application volumes. The Passport Reform Programme is 
delivering major upgrades to the passport service technology platforms and business processes 
as well as significant customer service improvements. The award-winning online passport ap-
plication service, which was launched last year, will continue to make a major contribution to 
the effective management of high application volumes by allowing existing resources to be 
more effectively deployed within the Passport Service. At present, the online service is limited 
to adult renewals and passport card applications. It is planned to further expand the online pass-
port application service by the end of 2018.

Question No. 190 answered with Question No. 179.

Question No. 191 answered with Question No. 175.

17/04/2018WRF03300Ministerial Correspondence

17/04/2018WRF03400192. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the action he plans to take regarding a complaint this Deputy made to him on behalf a person 
(details supplied) who was prevented from travelling from one EU state to another EU state; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15908/18]

17/04/2018WRF03500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department has been in direct contact with the family of the individual involved and has ad-
vised that he should make direct contact with the US authorities and with the airline in order to 
ascertain the reasons he was prevented from travelling. 

I note from correspondence received by my office that the Deputy has also raised the matter 
directly with the US authorities.  

I will be responding directly to the Deputy’s letter on this matter. 

Questions Nos.193  and 194 answered with Question No. 179.

17/04/2018WRF03800Human Rights
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17/04/2018WRF03900195. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to a video (details supplied); and the actions he will take in this 
regard. [16222/18]

17/04/2018WRF04000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Offi-
cials of my Department have viewed an excerpt from the video interrogation record, and read a 
transcript.  It is disturbing to see that a 16 year old child was aggressively interrogated at close 
quarters for a long period, especially when it is not clear that any family or legal representa-
tive was present.  I was particularly shocked that threats to detain other family members were 
made in the course of the interrogation. This would be inappropriate in any jurisdiction, and 
in relation to a detained person of any age.  I refer the Deputy to my earlier reply to Question 
50 on 28 March last, in relation to this case and to issues affecting children under the military 
justice system in the Occupied Territory. As I said then, Palestinian children are clearly subject 
to widespread treatment which Israel would – correctly – consider to be unacceptable for its 
own children. The video footage only reinforces the concerns about this case which I expressed 
in my earlier replies on this issue.   The video is illuminating in terms of the pressures placed 
on detainees, including children, to accept plea bargains in the Israeli military court system. 
The fact that the Israeli military court system has a conviction rate of almost 100% raises grave 
questions about due process.

I repeat my call for the Israeli authorities to re-examine the conduct of this case, and others 
involving minors. Until they do so, the image of Israel and the legal system imposed on Pales-
tinians will be gravely impaired. 

During my visit to the Middle East in January, I raised Ireland’s concerns about the deten-
tion of minors directly with the Israeli authorities, including the issues of night-time arrests and 
blindfolding. 

I recalled that the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child entails obligations to use deten-
tion only as a means of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time, in the case of 
minors.

17/04/2018WRG00200Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRG00300196. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of clerical officers and clerical assistants in his Department on temporary contracts 
by years of service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil Service 
when they have served a fixed period of time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16431/18]

17/04/2018WRG00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Each 
year my Department recruits Temporary Clerical Officers for the Passport Service to meet the 
seasonal demand in passport applications.

We have seen a marked increase in demand for passports and citizenship via foreign birth 
registration from applicants since the Brexit vote.  Therefore, Temporary Clerical Officers have 
also been recruited to assist with this extra demand in both the Passport Office and in Consular 
Division.

In response to the increase in demand my Department is also recruiting permanent Clerical 
Officers.

My Department does not recruit Temporary Clerical Assistants.
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For 2018, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has sanctioned the recruit-
ment of 228 Temporary Clerical Officers for my Department, to be employed for a maximum 
of 6,654 weeks. As of Friday 13 April 2018 there are 174 Temporary Clerical Officers in the 
Passport Service.  

The table details the number of Temporary Clerical Officers serving in the Passport Service 
at end June in the last 3 years.

Year Temporary Clerical Officers
June 2017 232
June 2016 200
June 2015 164
My Department abides by the Protection of Employees (Fixed-term Work) Act 2003 which, 

inter alia, makes provision for certain former fixed-term employees.

17/04/2018WRG00500Immigration Data

17/04/2018WRG00600197. Deputy John Deasy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if an estimate has been made as to the number of unaccounted for American citizens currently 
resident here, that is, Irish citizens who moved to the United States of America and became 
American citizens before returning here and who have not registered with the United States 
embassy. [16506/18]

17/04/2018WRG00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
colleague the Minister of State for the Diaspora and International Development, Ciarán Cannon 
T.D., last month published a new Report on Addressing Challenges Faced by Returning Irish 
Emigrants.

That Report’s analysis of census data shows that, in 2016, 26,428 Irish emigrants returned 
home and that in the previous year the United States was the usual residence for 2,566 of them.

It is likely that some of these people returned as dual Irish and US nationals and some may 
have registered with the US Embassy as US citizens, as is their entitlement.  We have, however, 
no right of access to the records of the US Embassy and therefore we have no way of knowing 
how many of these dual-citizens have or have not registered with the US Embassy.

17/04/2018WRG00800Visa Data

17/04/2018WRG00900198. Deputy John Deasy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of working holiday authorisations granted to American citizens who have applied 
through Irish embassies and consulates in the United States over the past five years. [16507/18]

17/04/2018WRG01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In 
2008 Ireland and the US signed a memorandum of understanding on a 12 month Intern Work 
and Travel Pilot Programme (a.k.a. the Working Holiday Agreement) that enables Irish and US 
citizens to work and travel in each other’s country for up to 12 months.

The agreement reflects not only the close historical and cultural links between Ireland and 
the United States of America, but also the vibrancy of the modern economic and commercial 
relationship between our countries.
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The Working Holiday Agreement is intended to facilitate US citizens who wish to travel 
for an extended period in Ireland and to engage in employment as an incidental aspect of their 
holiday.   

The total numbers of WHAs granted to US Citizens that have applied through the Irish Em-
bassy in Washington, D.C., and our six Consulates across the US over the last five years, are as 
follows:

Total Over 5 Years: 

Year Number granted
2017 528
2016 426
2015 293
2014 323
2013 202
Total 1,772

17/04/2018WRG01100Passport Applications Data

17/04/2018WRG01200199. Deputy John Deasy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of Irish passport applications received and approved through each application channel; 
and the applicants’ countries of origin since 23 June 2016, the date of the UK Brexit referen-
dum. [16508/18]

17/04/2018WRG01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service offers a range of convenient channels for submission of passport applications 
by Irish citizens at home and abroad.  For citizens resident in the state, applications can be sub-
mitted through the Passport Express postal service, through the award-winning online passport 
application service or, in certain circumstances, in person through the counter service in Dublin 
and Cork.

Table 1 outlines the total number of passport applications received, approved and issued 
to citizens residing in the state by application channel for the period from 23 June 2016 to 12 
April 2018:

Table 1: Passports issued to applicants resident in the State during the period from 23 June 
2016 to 12 April 2018

APPLICATION CHANNEL PASSPORTS ISSUED
An Post Passport Express  715,702
Online Applications 108,483
Counter Applications (Dublin and Cork) 22,446
TOTAL 846,631
Residents of Northern Ireland may submit applications through the online passport appli-

cation service, through the Northern Ireland Passport Express service and, in certain circum-
stances, through the Dublin or Cork counter service. 

Passport applications from Irish citizens residing outside the island of Ireland may be sub-
mitted either through the online passport application service or through the network of Irish 
Embassies and Consulates worldwide. 
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For the period of 23 June 2016 to 12 April 2018, the total number of passports issued to 
Irish citizens on foot of an application through the Northern Ireland Passport Express service 
or through the online passport application service where a delivery address in Northern Ireland 
is noted was 139,062.

For the same time period, the total number of passports issued to Irish citizens on foot of 
an application made by post or in person through the London Passport Office or through the 
online passport application service where a delivery address was in Great Britain is noted was 
185,977.

Table 2 outlines the country by country breakdown of the passports issued through the on-
line passport application service for the time period requested.  The country cited is based on 
the applicant’s postal address.  

Table 3 lists the number of passports issued by each of the Irish embassies for the time pe-
riod requested. 

Both tables exclude applications from Northern Ireland and Great Britain.

Table 2: List of passports issued following applications via the online passport application 
service for the period 23 June 2016 to 12 April 2018 (Excluding Ireland, Northern Ireland and 
Great Britain):

COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE PASSPORTS ISSUED
AFGHANISTAN 4
ALGERIA 2
ANDORRA 3
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 1
ARGENTINA 39
ARUBA 1
AUSTRALIA 3,665
AUSTRIA 82
BAHAMAS 3
BAHRAIN 19
BANGLADESH 3
BARBADOS 5
BELARUS 4
BELGIUM 242
BELIZE 1
BERMUDA 28
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 3
BOTSWANA 3
BRAZIL 41
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 2
BULGARIA 20
CAMBODIA 11
CAMEROON 1
CANADA 1,572
CANARY ISLANDS 13
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COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE PASSPORTS ISSUED
CAYMAN ISLANDS 35
CHILE 12
CHINA 64
COLOMBIA 15
COOK ISLANDS 2
COSTA RICA 4
CROATIA 6
CYPRUS 22
CZECH REPUBLIC 47
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 1
DENMARK 92
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 2
EAST TIMOR 1
ECUADOR 2
EGYPT 27
ERITREA 1
ESTONIA 8
ETHIOPIA 1
FALKLAND ISLANDS (MALVINAS) 1
FIJI 2
FINLAND 44
FRANCE 721
GEORGIA 3
GERMANY 737
GHANA 2
GIBRALTAR 10
GREECE 37
GUERNSEY 24
HONDURAS 3
HONG KONG 81
HUNGARY 25
ICELAND 3
INDIA 40
INDONESIA 12
IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF 1
ISLE OF MAN 62
ISRAEL 43
ITALY 221
JAMAICA 1
JAPAN 77
JORDAN 13
KENYA 27
KOSOVO 2
KUWAIT 5
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COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE PASSPORTS ISSUED
LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUB-
LIC

2

LATVIA 5
LEBANON 6
LIBYA 2
LUXEMBOURG 124
MACAU SAR 3
MALAWI 4
MALAYSIA 31
MALDIVES 1
MALTA 36
MARTINIQUE 1
MAURITIUS 17
MEXICO 48
MONACO 7
MOROCCO 1
MOZAMBIQUE 2
MYANMAR 3
NAMIBIA 1
NEPAL 1
NETHERLANDS 457
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 1
NEW ZEALAND 949
NICARAGUA 2
NIGERIA 19
NORWAY 61
OMAN 4
PAKISTAN 7
PANAMA 9
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 2
PERU 20
PHILIPPINES 11
PITCAIRN 1
POLAND 31
PORTUGAL 71
PUERTO RICO 2
QATAR 27
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN 1
ROMANIA 13
RUSSIA 15
RWANDA 2
SAUDI ARABIA 28
SEYCHELLES 1
SINGAPORE 128
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COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE PASSPORTS ISSUED
SLOVAK REPUBLIC 11
SLOVENIA 4
SOLOMON ISLANDS 1
SOUTH AFRICA 1,189
SOUTH KOREA REPUBLIC OF KOREA 27
SPAIN 865
SRI LANKA 6
SUDAN 2
SWAZILAND 3
SWEDEN 165
SWITZERLAND 317
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 3
TAIWAN, PROVINCE OF CHINA 16
THAILAND 81
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 14
TUNISIA 1
TURKEY 35
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS 6
U.S. OUTLYING MINOR ISLANDS 2
UGANDA 4
UKRAINE 2
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 309
UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 7
UNITED STATES 6,000
URUGUAY 2
VATICAN CITY STATE 2
VENEZUELA 2
VIETNAM 51
VIRGIN ISLANDS (BRITISH) 3
VIRGIN ISLANDS (U.S) 1
ZAMBIA 6
ZIMBABWE 16
TOTAL     
          

19,617

Table 3: List of passports issued following applications made via Irish embassies and con-
sulates during the period 23 June 2016 to 12 April 2018 (Excluding Ireland, Northern Ireland 
and Great Britain):

Please Note: Many Irish Embassies are accredited to, and provide passport services for, 
Irish citizens in more than one country. The following table is organised by receiving Mission. 
Not all accreditations are listed and listing does not necessarily mean that passport applications 
have been received from each State of accreditation.



17 April 2018

113

MISSION ACCREDITED TO: PASSPORTS ISSUED
ABU DHABI  - UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, Af-

ghanistan
2,641

ABUJA  - Nigeria, Chad, Ghana, 
Senegal

497

ADDIS ABABA  - Ethiopia, South Sudan 32

ANKARA  - Turkey, Azerbaijan, Iran, 
Pakistan

191

ATHENS  - Greece, Albania, Serbia 266

BANGKOK  - Thailand, Myanmar 642

BEIJING  - China, Mongolia 1,568

BERLIN  - Germany 2,990

BERNE  - Switzerland, Algeria, 
Liechtenstein 

1,478

BRASILIA  - Brazil 221

BRATISLAVA  - Slovakia 47

BRUSSELS  - Belgium 1,117

BUCHAREST  - Romania, Moldova, Mace-
donia

135

BUDAPEST  - Hungary, Republic of 
Kosovo, Montenegro

114

BUENOS AIRES  - Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 
Paraguay, Uruguay

316

CAIRO  - Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria,

281

CANBERRA  - Australia, Fiji, New 
Zealand, Solomon Islands, 
Papua New Guinea

18,691

COPENHAGEN  - Denmark, Iceland 412
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MISSION ACCREDITED TO: PASSPORTS ISSUED

DAR-ES-SALAAM  - Tanzania, Burundi, Eritrea 65

FREETOWN  - Sierra Leone 6

HANOI  - Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos 230

HELSINKI  - Finland 143

JAKARTA  - Indonesia 118

KAMPALA  - Uganda, Rwanda 56

KUALA LUMPUR  - Malaysia 279

LILONGWE  - Malawi 44

LISBON  - Portugal, Morocco 308

LJUBLJANA  - Slovenia, Bosnia and Her-
zegovina

71

LUSAKA  - Zambia, Namibia 175

LUXEMBOURG  - Luxembourg 456

MADRID  - Spain, Andorra, Tunisia 2,828

MAPUTO  - Mozambique, Angola, 
Botswana

69

MEXICO CITY Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Peru, 
Venezuela

270

MOSCOW  - Russia, Kazakhstan, Uz-
bekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Turkmenistan

164

NEW DELHI  - India, Bangladesh, Ne-
pal, Sri Lanka, Republic of 
Maldives

247

NICOSIA  - Cyprus 242
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MISSION ACCREDITED TO: PASSPORTS ISSUED
NAIROBI  - Kenya 108

OSLO  - Norway 135

OTTAWA  - Canada, Bahamas, Ja-
maica

2,869

PARIS  - France, Monaco 3,695

PRAGUE  - Czech Republic, Ukraine 210

PRETORIA  - South Africa, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Mauri-
tius, Zimbabwe

5,094

RIGA  - Latvia 24

RIYADH  - Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Oman, Yemen

759

ROME  - Italy, Libya, San Marino 765

SEOUL  - South Korea, Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea 

148

SINGAPORE  - Singapore, Philippines, 
Brunei, East Timor 

866

SOFIA  - Bulgaria, Armenia, Geor-
gia

77

STOCKHOLM  - Sweden 430

TALLIN  - Estonia 23

TEL AVIV  - Israel 347

THE HAGUE  - Netherlands 1,317

TOKYO  - Japan 245

VALETTA  - Malta 204

VIENNA   - Austria 431
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MISSION ACCREDITED TO: PASSPORTS ISSUED
VILNIUS  - Lithuania, Belarus 61

WARSAW  - Poland 245

WASHINGTON  - USA 24,256

ZAGREB  - Croatia 7

TOTAL 79,726

17/04/2018WRG01400Passport Services

17/04/2018WRG01500200. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to restore the free passport scheme for persons over 66 years of age that was discontin-
ued as a cost saving measure in 2011 in view of improved public finances; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16589/18]

17/04/2018WRG01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
cost of the standard ten year adult Irish passport compares favourably with many other jurisdic-
tions.  At a cost of €80, which breaks down to €8 per year, the Irish passport fee compares with 
approximately €8.70 per year for a British passport, €8.60 per year for a French passport, €8.90 
per year for renewal of an American passport and €17.70 per year for an Australian passport.  
Given that the production cost of a passport is the same, irrespective of validity, and given that 
any shortfall in revenue or additional costs would have to be met by the taxpayer, I do not have 
any plans at this time to waive or reduce the application fee charged to older applicants. 

17/04/2018WRG01700Passport Applications Administration

17/04/2018WRG01800201. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the length of time to process an adult passport renewal; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16689/18]

17/04/2018WRG01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
length of time it takes to process an adult renewal passport application will depend on the chan-
nel through which the application is made.

The award winning online passport application service is currently processing applications 
in 10 working days, plus postage time.  It is the fastest and most convenient way for an adult to 
renew a passport.

An adult renewal application submitted through Passport Express is currently processed in 
the 15 working day, target timeframe.   

I would urge adult applicants wishing to renew their passports, whether residing in Ireland 
or overseas, to avail of the online passport application service where possible.

Information on the target turnaround time for all categories of applications is updated week-
ly on the Passport Service website www.dfa.ie/passport.
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17/04/2018WRG02000Passport Services

17/04/2018WRG02100202. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the communication process in place for a person looking for an update on their passport 
application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16690/18]

17/04/2018WRG02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service has established a dedicated Communication Unit to respond to queries from 
passport applicants.  This Unit can be contacted by telephone, email or by web chat on the 
contact details provided on the Passport Service website, www.dfa.ie/passport.  Due to the 
high volume of calls currently being received, the Passport Service may not be able to answer 
as many as it would like to.  However, detailed and regularly updated information on passport 
services; current average turnaround times and comprehensive guides to the various applica-
tion processes can be consulted on the Passport Service website.  In particular I would like to 
take this opportunity to highlight that applicants can track the status of existing applications at 
any time through the Passport Service’s online tracker which can be found on the department’s 
website: https://passporttracking.dfa.ie/.

The Passport Service also has a Customer Care desk in the public offices (Mount Street, 
Dublin and Cork) where applicants can visit without an appointment for an update on their ap-
plication.

17/04/2018WRG02300Passport Applications Administration

17/04/2018WRG02400203. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the new online passport portal is delivering passports in the time guaranteed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16691/18]

17/04/2018WRG02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
target turnaround time for passport applications made via the new, online passport application 
service is 10 working days, plus postage time.  This target turnaround time is currently being 
met and in many cases being exceeded by up to a week.  The online passport application ser-
vice is the cheapest and most convenient way for an adult to renew a passport as it can be done 
online anywhere in the world, 24 hours per day, 7 days per week and removes the requirement 
for forms, witnesses or printed photos.  I would urge adult applicants wishing to renew their 
passports, whether residing in Ireland or overseas, to avail of the online passport application 
service where possible.

17/04/2018WRG02600Foreign Policy

17/04/2018WRG02700204. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the recent parliamentary election result in Hungary; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16744/18]

17/04/2018WRG02800205. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views regarding the freedom of the press and NGOs in Hungary; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16745/18]

17/04/2018WRG02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 204 and 205 together.
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The elections in Hungary last Sunday week resulted in a two thirds majority for the ruling 
party led by Prime Minister Victor Orban.  The Irish Government will continue to work with 
the Prime Minister and his administration to ensure that the European Union is equipped for 
the collective challenges we face, not least in addressing the issues of greatest concerns to our 
citizens, including Brexit, the Union’s future finances and EMU.

Respect for the fundamental values on which the European Union is founded and which 
are set out in the Treaty, including respect for the rule of law and freedom of expression, must 
continue to be at the forefront of all efforts which Member States and the institutions make to 
tackle the challenges we face. 

The overall media environment in Hungary has deteriorated further in recent weeks with the 
closure of a major independent newspaper.  There are also concerns over the civic space avail-
able for NGOs to continue to operate in Hungary.  The European Commission is, in the first 
instance, charged with ensuring the application of the treaties and is responsible for promoting 
the general interest of the Union. 

Last December, the Commission announced that it was referring Hungary to the Court of 
Justice of the European Union in relation to, inter alia, the laws on higher education (the “Lex 
CEU”) and on NGOs adopted in 2017.  In the case of these two issues, Hungary is considered 
to have failed to address EU concerns about these laws or amend the legislation to bring it in 
line with EU standards.

I hope that Hungary and the European Commission will engage on these important issues 
and that, ultimately, a resolution may be achieved.

17/04/2018WRG03100Foreign Conflicts

17/04/2018WRG03200206. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the action that will be taken by the EU following the recent chemical attack in Douma, Syria; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16746/18]

17/04/2018WRG03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I was 
shocked and sickened by the images from the chemical attack which took place in Douma on 
7 March, and I condemned it unreservedly in a public statement.  In response to that horrific 
attack on civilians, a number of states took action against facilities related to the production of 
chemical weapons, with the stated objective of ensuring that such attacks do not recur.

Yesterday, I discussed the situation in Syria with my EU colleagues at the Foreign Affairs 
Council.  We condemned in the strongest possible terms the use of chemical weapons in Syria, 
and stressed the need to ensure full legal accountability for those responsible for such crimes.  
We also reiterated our support for the UN-led political negotiations to end the conflict, and the 
urgent need to reinvigorate the political track.

Ireland is strongly supportive of all efforts to strengthen the global norm prohibiting use of 
chemical weapons and supports all efforts to increase accountability for their use.  

Ireland and the EU provide political and financial support to a broad range of measures 
which aim to ensure full legal accountability for all war crimes and crimes against humanity 
committed in Syria.  This includes the International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism 
established by the UN General Assembly to assist in the investigation and prosecution of per-
sons responsible for the most serious crimes under international law committed in Syria, the 
Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Syria established by the Human Rights 
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Council, and the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons Fact Finding Mission 
and Joint Investigative Mission with the UN.  In addition, Ireland has consistently supported 
EU sanctions targeting the regime and its supporters, and will continue to do so as long as the 
situation on the ground justifies these measures.  Ireland reaffirms the need to avoid any escala-
tion of the situation in Syria, and our key concern is the protection of civilians.

The situation in Syria is appalling, and the suffering of the Syrian people cannot be ignored.  
The EU will host a donor conference for Syria later this month, as it did last year.  The EU and 
its Member States are the largest single donor to the effort to support the Syrian people.  Since 
2012, Ireland has contributed over €95 million to the humanitarian effort in response to the 
conflict in Syria, including €25 million in 2017 alone. Ireland will make a further pledge at the 
Brussels conference later this month.

17/04/2018WRG03400Northern Ireland

17/04/2018WRG03500207. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will report on recent efforts to restore the Executive in Northern Ireland; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16747/18]

17/04/2018WRG03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Over 
the course of many months, the Irish and British Governments, as co-guarantors of the Good 
Friday Agreement, have worked tirelessly to support and facilitate the parties in their efforts to 
form an Executive.

The devolved, power-sharing institutions of the Good Friday Agreement are the best means 
for achieving accountable, representative decision-making for all the people of Northern Ire-
land. The electorate in Northern Ireland affirmed their support for power-sharing through the 
institutions of the Good Friday Agreement in May 1998 and have provided a mandate to the 
political parties to form an Executive and Assembly.

Everyone agrees that devolved power-sharing institutions are in the best interests of the 
people of Northern Ireland and the Government continues to work with the British Government 
and the parties in Northern Ireland to support that outcome.

Unfortunately, to date, it has not proved possible to reach an agreement on the formation of 
an Executive, despite intensive engagement.  In light of this, the Government has been working 
with the British Government to consider means by which we can support the political process, 
in accordance with the Agreement, in the period ahead.  We are considering all possible options 
in this regard.  I met with the Secretary of State in Belfast on 10 April and in London yesterday 
and we are working to find a way forward from the current impasse.

I remain in contact also with the political parties in Northern Ireland, in working to ensure 
that every avenue is pursued and all possibilities are considered in seeking to secure a return to 
devolved power-sharing government, as provided for under the Agreement. 

The Taoiseach has spoken with Prime Minister May and emphasised the Government’s full 
commitment to the Good Friday Agreement, and our continuing determination to secure the ef-
fective operation of all of its institutions.

The Agreement was voted for by an overwhelming majority of people, in the referendums 
held, North and South on this island in May 1998.  This unassailable democratic foundation 
places an onus on all with responsibilities and mandates to strive to ensure that the political 
institutions of the Agreement can operate effectively and that the full promise of the Agreement 
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can be realised, including the commitment to the achievement of full reconciliation. 

The Good Friday Agreement is the indispensable framework for providing stable, inclusive, 
power-sharing government for all the people of Northern Ireland and for sustaining our inter-
locking relationships – within Northern Ireland, on the island of Ireland and between the UK 
and Ireland.

As co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement, both Governments have an obligation to 
uphold and protect the letter and spirit of that Agreement and we are continuing to work to that 
end.

17/04/2018WRG03700Tax Code

17/04/2018WRG03800208. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will remove VAT 
and VRT from advanced driver assistance systems on new or older vehicles to incentivise the 
public to drive much safer vehicles and promote the Vision Zero policy of road safety; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15744/18]

17/04/2018WRG03900249. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to remove VAT 
and VRT from advanced driver assistance systems on new or older vehicles to incentivise the 
public to drive much safer vehicles and promote the Vision Zero policy of road safety; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15743/18]

17/04/2018WRG04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 208 
and 249 together.

I am advised by The Revenue Commissioners that the chargeable value for the calculation 
of Vehicle Registration Tax, the open market selling price (OMSP), is provided for in the Fi-
nance Act 1992, section 133.  This section provides that the OMSP comprises the price, inclu-
sive of all taxes, duties, enhancements or accessories, that a motor distributor might reasonably 
expect to fetch for a vehicle on the open market.  Advanced driver assistance systems, whether 
as part of the basic vehicle specification or as an enhancement to the vehicle, form part of the 
OMSP for VRT purposes.

I am further advised by Revenue that the VAT rating of goods is subject to the requirements 
of EU VAT law, with which Irish VAT law must comply, and there is no provision in the Direc-
tive to allow for the removal of VAT from advanced driver assistance systems.

While all initiatives that promote road safety are welcomed I currently have no plans to 
propose or make changes to the VAT and VRT systems.

17/04/2018WRG04100Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

17/04/2018WRG04200209. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance his plans to change legislation on 
the disabled drivers scheme in view of the fact the qualifying conditions seem to be rigid and in-
flexible and may be causing inequity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15828/18]

17/04/2018WRG04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy may be aware, the Dis-
abled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT 
and VRT (up to a certain limit) on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with 
specific severe and permanent physical disabilities, payment of a fuel grant, and an exemption 
from Motor Tax.
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To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Cer-
tificate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and 
severely disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Con-
cessions) Regulations 1994.  

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure.  Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the fuel grant, the scheme cost €65m in each of 2016 and 2017.  This 
figure does not include the revenue foregone in respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided 
to members of the Scheme.  

Given the scale and scope of the scheme, I have no plans to review the medical criteria at 
this time.

17/04/2018WRG04400Home Repossessions

17/04/2018WRG04500210. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the number of family homes 
that have been repossessed by financial institutions each year since 2000; the steps being taken 
to reduce this number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15951/18]

17/04/2018WRG04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank started collecting 
and publishing Mortgage Arrears and Repossession statistics in September 2009 and so it is 
only possible to provide the figures for repossessions by financial institutions from Q4 2009 
onwards.  

I have attached a table with the figures requested by the Deputy.  

More generally, the latest Residential Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions Statistics for 
Q4 2017 which were published on 22 March 2018 are available here https://www.centralbank.
ie/docs/default-source/statistics/data-and-analysis/credit-and-banking-statistics/mortgage-ar-
rears/residential-mortgage-arrears-and-repossessions-statistics-december-2017.pdf?sfvrsn=4

As you will see from the latest figures, the number of mortgage accounts for principal 
dwelling houses (PDH) in arrears fell further in Q4 2017. This marks the eighteenth consecu-
tive quarter of decline. In addition the number of PDH mortgage accounts that were classified 
as restructured at the end of 2017 was 118,477. Of these restructured accounts, 87 per cent 
were deemed to be meeting the terms of their current restructure arrangement which shows that 
engagement between borrowers and their lenders works. The number of mortgage accounts in 
arrears over 720 days also declined in Q4 2017. This was the tenth consecutive decline in this 
category.

As the Deputy will be aware, within the remit of the Central Bank of Ireland’s responsi-
bilities for safeguarding stability and protecting consumers; its approach to mortgage arrears 
resolution is focused on ensuring the fair treatment of borrowers through a strong consumer 
protection framework and ensuring that lenders have appropriate arrears resolution strategies 
and operations.  

The Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) forms part of the Central Bank’s Con-
sumer Protection Framework.  It is a statutory Code first introduced by the Central Bank in 
February 2009, replacing the existing voluntary Code of Practice on Mortgage Arrears issued 
by the Irish Banking Federation.  The CCMA has been revised three times since 2009, with the 
current CCMA becoming effective from 1 July 2013.   The CCMA provides a strong consumer 
protection framework to ensure that borrowers in financial difficulty are treated in a timely, 
transparent and fair manner by regulated entities and it also includes timelines for regulated 
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entities before they can commence legal proceedings for repossession of a primary residence.  

The CCMA also includes requirements that repayment arrangements be sustainable and 
based on a full assessment of the individual circumstances of the borrower and that repos-
session be used only as a last resort.  Borrowers who engage, therefore, benefit from the pro-
tections afforded under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP), enhancing their 
chances of remaining in their homes.  The MARP process is a four-step process that regulated 
entities must follow and must consider the most suitable arrangement from the suite of options 
they offer.  Each regulated entity must consider the borrower’s situation in the context of the 
range of solutions it offers, which may differ from lender to lender.  The CCMA does not pre-
scribe the solution which must be offered and this remains a commercial decision for the lender 
(outside of a Court process such as insolvency).  The Central Bank has published guidance for 
supervisors on what constitutes sustainable mortgage arrears solutions.  

At the end of the MARP, regulated entities are required to provide a three-month notice 
period to allow co-operating borrowers time to consider their options, such as voluntary surren-
der or an arrangement under the Personal Insolvency Act, before legal action can commence.  
Regarding potential court proceedings for repossession, under the CCMA, a regulated entity 
may only commence legal proceedings for repossession of a primary residence where it has 
made every reasonable effort to agree an alternative repayment arrangement (ARA) with the 
borrower and other clear requirements are met.  This framework requires lenders to exhaust the 
options available from the suite of ARAs offered before taking action which may result in the 
borrower losing their home (whether by voluntary sale or repossession).  

During the legal process, borrowers have opportunities to re-engage with lenders to find a 
solution.  In some circumstances, however, loss of ownership may be unavoidable.  

As I mentioned at the outset, a key element of the Central Bank’s role is ensuring that the 
consumer protection regulatory framework is fit for purpose so that consumers best interests 
are protected.  To this end, I have asked the Central Bank to carry out a review of the CCMA to 
ensure it remains as effective as possible and for the review to be completed as soon as possible.

In June 2016, I requested the Governor of the Central Bank to provide me with a report de-
tailing the mortgage restructuring activity within banks and non-banks, the range of solutions 
offered by non-banks, assessing the range of solutions that may affect borrowers’ capacity to 
remain in their primary residences, and whether these are addressing the requirements of over-
indebted borrowers.  In that Report, the Central Bank stated ‘While repossession proceedings 
should only be initiated following the MARP, the ability to undertake secured lending is ulti-
mately dependent on the institution’s right to realise the security if needed and to price accord-
ingly.  This is a cornerstone of secured lending and, by extension, an effectively functioning 
mortgage market’.  

The Central Bank further stated that ‘Overall, there is strong evidence that banks and non-
banks are looking to exhaust available options before moving into the legal process’.

Finally, across state agencies, there are numerous bodies and processes in place to assist 
those in mortgage arrears in the hope of avoiding repossession. The Abhaile service was estab-
lished to offer help borrowers in arrears to find the best solutions and to keep them, if possible, 
in their own homes. This is assisting borrowers, particularly those in longer term arrears. A 
dedicated adviser will work with borrowers in arrears and their lender to find the best solution 
for them. Borrowers can get free advice from an expert financial adviser who can help them to 
work through their financial situation. An Expert adviser could be from MABS or a Personal 
Insolvency Practitioner (PIP) or an accountant. Borrowers may also need legal advice and un-
der Abhaile they can have a free meeting with a solicitor. If called to court to face repossession 
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proceedings on their home, they will be able to meet a Duty Solicitor at the court. A MABS staff 
member will also be present at court to help them.

A Helpline is available Monday to Friday and a face-to-face service which is completely 
free, confidential and independent is also available in more than 60 MABS locations nation-
wide.

Central Bank - Residential Mortgage Arrears and Repossession Statistics 

Family homes that have been repossessed by financial institutions 2009-2017 

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Repos-
ses-
sions

211 362 608 603 766 1,311 1,535 1,693 1,417

17/04/2018WRG04700Tax Code

17/04/2018WRG04800211. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance if VAT charges will be 
removed from the rental of disability aids during the interim period when the person is awaiting 
the delivery or installation of same; the reason that when disability aids are purchased, they are 
exempted from VAT but VAT is charged when hiring disability aids; and his views on whether 
this charge should be removed or reimbursed to persons who had to await delivery and instal-
lation of the disability aid. [16067/18]

17/04/2018WRG04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by The Revenue Com-
missioners that the VAT rating of goods and services is subject to EU VAT law, with which Irish 
VAT law must comply.  In accordance with the EU VAT Directive, the supply of the rental of 
a disability aid is considered to be a service of hiring and is liable to VAT at the standard rate, 
currently 23%.  The VAT Directive provides for particular categories of goods and services 
to which a Member State may apply a lower VAT rate or exempt from VAT.  Under Irish VAT 
legislation, the supply of a range of medical equipment and appliances, which include invalid 
carriages (excluding mechanically propelled road vehicles), orthopaedic appliances, deaf aids, 
walking frames and crutches, fall within one of these categories and are subject to the zero rate 
of VAT.

In addition, the Value-Added Tax (Refund of Tax) (No. 15) Order, 1981, provides in certain 
circumstances for the refund of VAT on goods which are aids or appliances and includes goods 
specially constructed or adapted for use that are purchased for the exclusive use of a person 
with a disability of a type specified for the purposes of the Order.  However, it is not possible 
under the requirements of EU law to extend the Order to include the rental of disability aids.

17/04/2018WRG05000Tax Reliefs Abolition

17/04/2018WRG05100212. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance if, when the decision was 
reached in 2011 to abolish tax relief on union subscriptions, there was agreement to have the 
decision reviewed in 2016; if this review took place; if not, when this review is likely to take 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16471/18]

17/04/2018WRG05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to advise the Deputy that a re-
view of the appropriate treatment for tax purposes of trade union subscriptions and professional 
body fees was carried out by my Department in 2016 and included in the 2016 report on tax 
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expenditures published on budget day 2016.  The review may be found at the following link:

http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2017/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Report%202016_fi-
nal.pdf.

17/04/2018WRH00200Fiscal Data

17/04/2018WRH00300213. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 74 of 30 November 2017 and Table 4 in the summer economic statement in 2017, if the 
planned investment in the rainy day fund needs to be deducted from the net fiscal space figures 
of €3.2 billion in 2019, €3.5 billion in 2020 and €3.6 billion in 2021; if the remaining net fiscal 
space after the rainy day fund contributions have been deducted is €2.7 billion in 2019, €3 bil-
lion in 2020 and €3.1 billion in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16619/18]

17/04/2018WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The estimates of fiscal space at the 
time, as shown in Table 4 of the Summer Economic Statement 2017, include annual contribu-
tions of €0.5 billion to the rainy day fund for 2019 - 2021.  These are in row d.

These estimates of fiscal space will be updated in the Summer Economic Statement 2018, 
following the publication of the European Commission’s Spring forecasts, when we will have 
all the relevant metrics to be used in the calculation for 2019. 

Finally, I would stress the importance of the fiscal stance rather than the fiscal space. The 
Government will formulate budget policy based on what is right for the economy, and will not 
adopt pro-cyclical policies that jeopardise the sustainability of our public finances and our fu-
ture living standards.

17/04/2018WRH00500EU Regulations

17/04/2018WRH00600214. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the policy in place at each of 
the State-backed banks regarding Part 9 of the European Union (Consumer Mortgage Credit 
Agreements) Regulations 2016, particularly with regard to the discount they apply to foreign 
earnings as a rule in mortgage applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14963/18]

17/04/2018WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Officials in the Department of Finance 
have referred the Deputy’s question to the banks and have received the following responses:

AIB:  The Mortgage Credit Directive on FX loans states that where a customer is dependent 
on non-euro income or assets to repay their mortgage, if the rate of exchange deviates by more 
than 20% from the exchange rate at the time the customer applied for their mortgage, the bank 
is required to write to that customer advising them of the implications to their repayment capac-
ity.

In line with the above if an applicant derives part or all of their income from a non-euro cur-
rency and is dependent on that income to repay their mortgage, AIB stresses the exchange rate 
applied to their gross income by a 20% factor on the current exchange rate to mitigate against 
currency risk.

PTSB: Permanent TSB’s residential mortgage lending policy outlines that income denomi-
nated in a currency other than Euro is not considered as part of the affordability assessment 
for new mortgage advances.   The Bank’s policy limits any currency exchange rate risk on the 
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consumer and is aligned with Consumer Mortgage Credit Agreements Regulations 2016.

17/04/2018WRH00800EU Budget Contribution

17/04/2018WRH00900215. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost if a member 
state’s contribution to the EU budget was to increase by 0.1%, 0.2% and 0.3%, respectively, 
of gross national income, GNI, for the period of the next multi-annual financial framework, by 
each case in each year; the estimated impact on fiscal space of these increases; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14999/18]

17/04/2018WRH01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy may be aware, the Euro-
pean Commission is yet to publish its proposal on the post-2020 Multiannual Financial Frame-
work (MFF), which is due to be released in early May. Once the proposal has been published, 
officials from across all Departments will study it in-detail to assess its implications for Ireland. 
The MFF will then be subject to intense negotiations over the subsequent 12-24 months; once 
a final agreement is reached we will have a clearer understanding of the impacts on Ireland. 

However, in the absence of a firm proposal we have made some initial projections of how 
increases in the GNI ceiling could impact on Ireland’s contributions. This work indicates that 
for every 0.1% of GNI, Ireland’s contributions increase by c. €250m. 

It should be noted that like all forecasts related to the EU budget, these forecasts are depen-
dent on a number of factors which change on an on-going basis and as such should be treated 
with caution until more details are known on the next MFF.

17/04/2018WRH01100Tax Rebates

17/04/2018WRH01200216. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance when a refund of tax will 
issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15001/18]

17/04/2018WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the re-
fund of tax due to the individual concerned has been paid to their bank account on 4 April.

17/04/2018WRH01400Central Bank of Ireland

17/04/2018WRH01500217. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Finance his plans for the Central Bank’s 
print works in Sandyford; the timeframe proposed for its possible closure; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15016/18]

17/04/2018WRH01600229. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to prevent the closure 
of the Central Bank’s print works in Sandyford in order to protect jobs and due to its strategic 
importance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15236/18]

17/04/2018WRH01700239. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank has con-
sidered plans to review the operation of the mint in Sandyford. [15449/18]

17/04/2018WRH01800254. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance if he will intervene with the 
Central Bank to ensure that the bank’s print works in Sandyford, County Dublin, are retained; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15906/18]

17/04/2018WRH01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 217, 
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229, 239 and 254 together.

Firstly, I wish to make clear that decisions on the Central Bank’s print works and the fulfil-
ment of its Eurosystem obligations for provision of its quota of banknotes are a matter for the 
Central Bank, which is statutorily independent under national legislation and EU treaties.

I am advised by the Central Bank that the Commission has accepted a management recom-
mendation that, in the absence of a viable alternative proposal, the Central Bank of Ireland 
should cease printing new euro banknotes and instead fulfil its Eurosystem obligations for pro-
vision of its quota of banknotes by sourcing them from a suitable third party in the euro area.  
The decision is made within the context that both the Central Bank and SIPTU agreed to attend 
the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) on Monday 16 April, and the Central Bank will 
not take any immediate steps to implement this proposal to allow time for a Workplace Rela-
tions Commission process.  The cessation of the printing of banknotes by the Central Bank of 
Ireland will have no impact on the supply of banknotes in Ireland, as the majority of banknotes 
used in Ireland are already produced elsewhere.

This proposal to source banknotes from a third party in the euro area is in line with the ap-
proach taken by many other national central banks.  The proposal includes the retention of a 
specialist team of technically competent staff, which will ensure the Bank can continue to meet 
its Eurosystem obligations and contribute to the design and sourcing of banknotes.  There will 
be no impact on the production of Irish euro coins or the supply of cash to the national cash 
cycle, and the Central Bank’s Currency Centre will continue to provide services such as coin-
age, circulated banknote processing and related operations.

The Central Bank has been engaging with impacted staff and their representative union on 
these matters.  The Central Bank is committed to continuing this engagement and, with the 
agreement of SIPTU, has entered into a Workplace Relations Commission process with the 
representative union.  The Central Bank is not seeking redundancies and is confident that any 
staff directly impacted by these proposals can be redeployed into other roles.  Directly impacted 
staff who wish to leave the Central Bank would be offered voluntary severance.

As I have stated both the Central Bank and SIPTU have entered into a Workplace Relations 
Commission process on the matter where the issue will be discussed in a robust and meaningful 
way. We will allow this process to proceed and await the outcome.

17/04/2018WRH02000Home Renovation Incentive Scheme Applications

17/04/2018WRH02100218. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter re-
garding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15105/18]

17/04/2018WRH02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that relief 
under the Home Renovation Incentive (HRI) scheme is applied in equal amounts (50%) over 
the two tax years following the year in which the expenditure is incurred.

Revenue has advised me that the person in question claimed relief under the HRI scheme 
on 2 January 2018 in respect of expenditure incurred in 2017. The maximum relief due to the 
person is €4,050, of which 50% was included in an amended Notice of Tax Credits that issued 
to her employer on 6 January 2018. This relief will be allowed to her over the course of 2018 
through reduced PAYE deductions from salary. The balancing 50% of the relief will be reflected 
in the person’s 2019 tax credits. 
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Revenue has confirmed to me that an official from the person’s local tax office has already 
made direct contact with her and clarified how the HRI scheme operates.

17/04/2018WRH02300Tax Credits

17/04/2018WRH02400219. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter re-
garding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15146/18]

17/04/2018WRH02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The One-Parent Family Tax Credit 
(OPFTC) was replaced by the SPCCC from 1 January 2014.  It is essential to review all tax 
reliefs, credits and incentives in order to ensure that they are properly targeted and if necessary 
re-focused in order that they can achieve the socio-economic objectives that are set for them 
within a system of finite fiscal resources. A provision that allowed, under the OPFTC, multiple 
claims in respect of the same child was unsustainable.

The OPFTC was examined by the Commission on Taxation in 2009, and its role in support-
ing the labour market participation of single and widowed parents was acknowledged.  How-
ever, it recommended that the credit should be retained but that it should be allocated to primary 
carer of the child only. Agreement as to who will be the primary carer of a child is a matter for 
the parents or guardians, and is defined for the purpose of the credit as being the person with 
whom the qualifying child is resident for the greater part of the year.

In cases where there is an exact 50:50 split between parents, the credit is allocated to the par-
ent in receipt of the child benefit payment from the Department of Social Protection.  However 
this is a secondary provision, and the main criteria for allocation of the credit is the residence 
provision above.  If a child is resident with one parent for the greater part of the year (i.e. for 183 
or more days per year), that person should qualify as the primary carer of the child and therefore 
be entitled to claim the credit in their own right as primary claimant.

All issues concerning this credit are outlined in detail in the review of the SPCCC conducted 
by my Department in 2015 contained in the Report on Tax Expenditures, available online at 

http://budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2016/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Report_pub.pdf.

I am satisfied that the SPCCC is targeting limited resources to where they are most needed. I 
am however conscious of the significant contribution made by taxpayers generally to the rebal-
ancing of the public finances, and of the challenges that individuals continue to face notwith-
standing the improving economic conditions.

For this reason Budget 2018 has for the fourth year in succession, introduced reductions 
in the income tax and USC burden with a particular focus on low and middle income earners.  
It is my intention to continue to make progress on reducing the personal tax burden in future 
Budgets subject to having the necessary resources.

17/04/2018WRH02600Tax Rebates

17/04/2018WRH02700220. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance the amount due back in tax returns 
from the Revenue Commissioners to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15150/18]

17/04/2018WRH02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it cannot 
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quantify or refund any tax until all outstanding returns are filed.

 In regard to the specific case to which the Deputy is referring, Revenue has requested the 
person in question to file their outstanding returns on a number of occasions but to date they 
have failed to do so.

Once the person files the returns Revenue will quantify their overall tax position and will 
refund the overpayment due, if any.

17/04/2018WRH02900Tax Code

17/04/2018WRH03000221. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the reason the standard cut-off in-
come rate for PAYE taxation is different for married couples with one income as distinct from 
married couples with two incomes; if an assessment has been carried out of the discriminatory 
impact this has on married persons who stayed at home to raise their children; his plans regard-
ing same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15154/18]

17/04/2018WRH03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The move towards a system of individ-
ualisation commenced in 1999, and is now integral to the overall income tax system.  When first 
announced, the stated purposes of individualisation were to ease the burden on single persons 
which accounted for 65% of the work force, to take workers on the average industrial wage out 
of the higher rate of tax and more generally to facilitate a reduction in the numbers paying tax 
at the higher rate.  Prior to this, a second spouse faced the marginal rate of tax on the first euro 
(or Punt as it was then) earned in his or her own name.

Individualisation was progressed to some extent in later years but never completed.  The 
result is that we now have a hybrid system.  Up to €9,000 of the standard-rate band can be 
transferred between spouses and the married personal tax credit can be allocated in full to one 
spouse.  Because the income tax system allows married couples to choose whether to be jointly 
or individually assessed, there can be a difference between the tax liabilities incurred by mar-
ried couples on the same household income, depending on the method of assessment chosen.

However, in lieu of fully transferable rate bands, a Home Carer Tax Credit may be claimed 
where one spouse works primarily in the home to care for a dependent person, such as a child.  
This credit was introduced in the context of the move towards individualisation, in recognition 
of the choices made by families where one spouse stays at home to care for children or the 
elderly. 

This credit was increased in both Budgets 2016 and 2017, and it now stands at €1,100 per 
year, effectively allowing the credit to shelter family income of €5,500 from taxation.

The issue of tax individualisation was assessed and considered by the Commission on Taxa-
tion in 2009, that body recommended that no change should be made to the current system.  It 
concluded that the current system represents a balance between, on the one hand, acknowledg-
ing the choices families make in caring for children and, on the other, taking account of the need 
to encourage labour market participation.

17/04/2018WRH03200Banks Recapitalisation

17/04/2018WRH03300222. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if dividends from each of 
the State-supported banks are deemed under EU fiscal rules to be financial transactions; if the 
receipt of dividends is recorded as revenue in the national accounts when they are received; if 
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moneys from the dividends are paid into the Exchequer or into the Ireland Strategic Investment 
Fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15164/18]

17/04/2018WRH03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund 
(ISIF) holds the AIB and Bank of Ireland shares on behalf of the State. Dividend payments are 
therefore made to the ISIF. Dividend payments from Permanent tsb would be made direct to 
the Exchequer.

Regarding proceeds from dividends, these are typically recorded as property income in the 
European System of Accounts (ESA 2010) framework and not as financial transactions.  There-
fore any dividend payments, to either the ISIF or the Exchequer, would be recorded as general 
government revenue and, as such, would improve both the general government balance and the 
structural balance.

As dividends are not a discretionary revenue measure, they have no impact on the expendi-
ture benchmark or fiscal space calculations.

17/04/2018WRH03500State Banking Sector

17/04/2018WRH03600223. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of dividends 
received by the State from banks (detail supplied) in 2017; the amount scheduled to be received 
in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15165/18]

17/04/2018WRH03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware in 2017 AIB 
paid a dividend of €250m to the State in respect of the financial year 2016.  As part of its recent 
annual results for 2017 the bank proposed a dividend of €326m of which the State will receive 
€231m (71%) if approved by shareholders at the forthcoming AGM on 25 April 2018. 

In the case of Bank of Ireland the bank has proposed a dividend of  €124m as part of its 
recent results announcement for the year ended 31 December 2017.  The State will receive c. 
€17m if the proposed dividend is approved by shareholders at the forthcoming AGM on 20 
April 2018.

17/04/2018WRH03800Tax Reliefs Availability

17/04/2018WRH03900224. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce tax relief on 
union subscriptions (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15183/18]

17/04/2018WRH04000225. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reintroduce 
tax relief on trade union subscriptions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15184/18]

17/04/2018WRH04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 224 
and 225 together.

A review of the appropriate treatment for tax purposes of trade union subscriptions and pro-
fessional body fees was carried out by my Department in 2016 and included in the 2016 report 
on tax expenditures published on budget day 2016. The review may be found at the follow-
ing link: (http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2017/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Report%20
2016_final.pdf)

The review concluded that
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 “...analysis of the scheme using the principles laid down by the Department’s Tax Expen-
diture Guidelines shows that it fails to reach the evaluation threshold to warrant introduction in 
this manner.

The reinstatement of this tax relief would have no justifiable policy rationale and does not 
express a defined policy objective. Given that individuals join trade unions largely for the well-
known benefits of membership, and the potential value of the relief to an individual would 
equate to just over €1 per week, this scheme would have little to no incentive effect on the 
numbers choosing to join. There is no specific market failure that needs to be addressed by such 
a scheme, and it would consist largely of deadweight.”

Given the conclusions of the review, I have no plans to reintroduce such a relief.

17/04/2018WRH04300Consultancy Contracts Data

17/04/2018WRH04400226. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Finance the amount of expenditure on 
consultancy by his Department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the number of consultants 
engaged by his Department in those years; the names of the consultancy companies awarded 
contracts; and the steps which have been taken to reduce the expenditure on consultancy and the 
reliance on consultants by his Department in these years and for the future. [15190/18]

17/04/2018WRH04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The information requested by the Dep-
uty for 2015, 2016, and Quarters 1 through 3 of 2017 are contained in documents that are al-
ready published on my Department’s website.

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/27DA6094355024798025825E0
058B867/$File/Basic%20Safety%20Standards%20Directive%20Consultation%20question-
naire.docx?openelement”>PQ 226 Table 1</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/27DA6094355024798025825E0
058B867/$File/Basic%20Safety%20Standards%20Directive%20Consultation%20question-
naire.docx?openelement”>PQ 226 Table 2</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/27DA6094355024798025825E0
058B867/$File/Basic%20Safety%20Standards%20Directive%20Consultation%20question-
naire.docx?openelement”>PQ 226 Table 3</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/27DA6094355024798025825E0
058B867/$File/Basic%20Safety%20Standards%20Directive%20Consultation%20question-
naire.docx?openelement”>PQ 226 Table 4</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/27DA6094355024798025825E0
058B867/$File/Basic%20Safety%20Standards%20Directive%20Consultation%20question-
naire.docx?openelement”>PQ 226 Table 5</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/27DA6094355024798025825E0
058B867/$File/Basic%20Safety%20Standards%20Directive%20Consultation%20question-
naire.docx?openelement”>PQ 226 Table 6</a>]

The information requested for Q4 2017 is contained in the following table. The nature of my 
Department’s work is such that, from time to time, reliance on specialist advice is the optimal 
route. In using such consultancies, my Department seeks not only to obtain value for money, 
but to target the best return possible for the State
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The 2017 Q1, Q2 and Q3 consultancy figures are also available on the website under ‘Pub-
lications’ however, Q4 is due to be published on the website shortly.

Quarter 4 2017 (Provisional):

Supplier Description Amount €
William Fry Legal advice 340,919.49
Arthur Cox Legal advice 79,383.76
Indecon Professional Advice 67,121.10
Reveal Data Corporation - 
eDiscovery 

IT Consultancy 15,867.00

Colm Mc Carthy & Associ-
ates

Professional Advice 4,920.00

Mamo TCV Legal advice 2,460.00

17/04/2018WRH04600Revenue Commissioners Data

17/04/2018WRH04700227. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide information in re-
spect of a series of queries regarding consultants and information technology external resources 
contracted to undertake information technology related work for the Revenue Commissioners 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15205/18]

17/04/2018WRH04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the de-
tails as regards consultants and information technology external resources contracted to under-
take IT related work is as follows:

Companies working on projects in each of the years 2015 to 2017

2015 2016 2017
Vendor Vendor Vendor 
Accenture Accenture Accenture
Deloitte Deloitte Deloitte
Eir eCom Eir
Ergo Eir Ergo
Fujitsu Ergo Fujitsu
SQS Fujitsu Planet 21
System Dynamics Planet 21 SQS
Version 1 SQS Version 1
 System Dynamics  
 Version 1  
Number of persons supplied to work on projects in each of the years 2015 to 2017

2015   2016   2017   
Vendor Total Average Vendor Total Average Vendor Total    
Accen-
ture

88 64 Accen-
ture

115 74 Accen-
ture

108 80

Deloitte 47 35 Deloitte 75 55 Deloitte 128 82
Eir 1  eCom 1  Eir 3  
Ergo 13 10 Eir 1  Ergo 9 6
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2015   2016   2017   
Fujitsu 28 19 Ergo 17 12 Fujitsu 27 9
SQS 3  Fujitsu 40 25 Planet 

21
11  

System 
Dynam-
ics

31 21 Planet 
21

4  SQS 14 8

Version 
1

45 35 SQS 2  Version 
1

67 44

   System 
Dynam-
ics

29 24    

   Version 
1

59 42    

The total figure is a count of all the individuals supplied in a given year rather than the maxi-
mum number of persons on site.

Amount paid to each company for services in each of the years 2015 to 2017

2015Vendor Amount 2016Vendor Amount 2017Vendor Amount
Accenture €11,122,436.51 Accenture €13,744,399.04 Accenture €13,563,253.21
Deloitte €4,903,157.46 Deloitte €7,186,560.33 Deloitte €11,171,511.88
Eir €33,283.80 eCom €41,180 Eir €177,317
Ergo €929,836.85 Eir €29,532 Ergo €78,843
Fujitsu €2,160,931.74 Ergo €1,399,693.88 Fujitsu €1,256,158.44
SQS €24,046.43 Fujitsu €3,000,557.82 Planet 21 €238,288
System Dynam-
ics

€1,540,017.14 Planet 21 €99,033 SQS €903,834.76

Version 1 €4,799,183.80 SQS €21,279 Version 1 €6,013,230.57
  System Dynam-

ics
€2,219,141.96   

  Version 1 €5,399,578.59   

The invoicing contract payment mechanism:

The Revenue contract with the suppliers of external ICT resources operates on a time and 
materials basis.  Contractors work a fixed number of hours per week (40 hours) and may be 
required to work overtime from time to time.  All time worked is recorded on a Time & At-
tendance system.  Individual line managers with reporting contractors verify and enter the at-
tendance figures into a centralised Resource Management Accounting system which calculates 
the actual costs to be paid to each vendor.

17/04/2018WRH04900Revenue Commissioners Investigations

17/04/2018WRH05000228. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commis-
sioners are investigating a number of accountancy and financial firms that have set up compa-
nies on behalf of Russian citizens; the nature and purpose of the investigation; the number of 
newly established companies being investigated; if there are concerns that Ireland is being used 
to transfer Russian money to offshore jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15208/18]
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17/04/2018WRH05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, Revenue is 
precluded by virtue of the provisions of section 851A of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997 
from providing public comment on the tax affairs of both individuals and other entities, such 
as corporates.  As a result, Revenue is, on occasion, prevented from providing a detailed break-
down of data which would facilitate the identification, with a degree of probability, of individu-
al taxpayers.  Revenue is also obliged by the provisions of the legislation to ensure that taxpayer 
information about individual taxpayers or a small group of taxpayers cannot be deduced from 
data released.  Accordingly, I am advised by Revenue that it is not in a position to make any 
comment whatever about the matters raised in this question.

It should be noted that Revenue’s responsibilities are confined to ensuring that taxpayers 
comply with tax and customs legislation.  I am advised by Revenue that its compliance man-
agement framework is data driven, based on the identification of tax risks and responsive to the 
taxpayer’s own behaviour.  The selection of a case for a compliance intervention, and the nature 
of that intervention, is determined by the tax risks presented by the case. Taxpayers are selected 
for compliance interventions based on the presence of various risk indicators in accordance 
with the “Code of Practice for Revenue Audit and other Compliance Interventions”.  This Code 
of Practice may be consulted at the following link www.revenue.ie/en/self-assessment-and-
self-employment/code-of-practice-and-compliance/index.aspx.

With regard to the Deputy’s question on the transfer of money to offshore jurisdictions, I 
would note that any business or person operating within the State, regardless of origin, is sub-
ject to anti-money laundering (AML) and countering the financing of terrorism (CFT) regula-
tory measures contained in the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) 
Act 2010, and falls under the supervision of the relevant competent authority to ensure that it is 
in compliance with these obligations.

In addition to these direct measures, Irish solicitors, auditors, bankers, paying agents and 
registrars are subject to AML/CFT requirements in respect of their own customers.  

Ireland’s AML regime has recently been peer reviewed by the FATF and this evaluation 
found that “Ireland has a sound and substantially effective regime to tackle money laundering 
and terrorist financing”. The competent authorities under the Act follow a risk-based approach 
in the supervision of their respective sectors and have established good cooperation with finan-
cial institutions and designated non-financial businesses and professions. Coordination, coop-
eration and the use of financial intelligence are strong points of the Irish AML/CFT framework. 

Question No. 229 answered with Question No. 217.

17/04/2018WRJ00200Fiscal Policy

17/04/2018WRJ00300230. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the way in which the Central 
Bank surpluses are factored into the fiscal space for the coming period; if an expected decline 
in the surplus is factored into such calculations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15295/18]

17/04/2018WRJ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the calculation 
of fiscal space decouples expenditure growth from revenue developments. Fiscal space repre-
sents the additional capacity arising from the permitted expenditure growth rate that is available 
for expenditure increases and/or tax reductions.  Fiscal space may be increased through the in-
troduction of discretionary revenue measures that increase revenue and conversely it is reduced 
by discretionary revenue measures that lower revenue. 
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As the surplus income of the Central Bank of Ireland paid to the Exchequer is not discretion-
ary it does not impact on the expenditure benchmark.

The surplus income from the Central Bank of Ireland, excluding capital gains, is counted as 
general government revenue and therefore improves both the general government balance and 
the structural balance.  Table 10 in the Economic and Fiscal Outlook issued for Budget 2018 
includes the forecasts for this surplus income out to 2021.

Finally, I would point out that I regard the fiscal stance as more important than fiscal space.  
In formulating budgetary policy, the Government will do what is right for the economy, and 
will not adopt pro-cyclical policies that jeopardise the sustainability of the public finances or 
our future living standards.

17/04/2018WRJ00500Central Bank of Ireland

17/04/2018WRJ00600231. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason the Central Bank is 
disposing of the Government floating rate note bonds at a quicker rate than necessary to avoid 
failure to comply with Article 123 of the EU Treaty; the level a decision to sell the notes is taken 
at; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15296/18]

17/04/2018WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the Central Bank 
that the position remains that it is committed to disposing of the floating rate notes acquired as 
part of the IBRC liquidation as soon as possible, provided financial stability conditions permit. 
As the Deputy is aware the Bank is statutorily independent therefore decisions around sales are 
a matter for the Bank itself.

17/04/2018WRJ00800Central Bank of Ireland Data

17/04/2018WRJ00900232. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the projected Central Bank 
surplus for each of the next five years on the basis of the minimum required rate of sale of Gov-
ernment floating rate note bonds to avoid failure to comply with Article 123 of the EU Treaty; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15297/18]

17/04/2018WRJ01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The ECB conducts an annual monitor-
ing exercise to assess the compliance of national central banks (NCBs) with the prohibitions 
of monetary financing and privileged access referred to in Article 123 (and Article 124) of the 
Functioning of the European Union. Monetary financing prohibition includes the principle that 
NCBs must ensure that they do not finance obligations of the State vis-à-vis third parties. The 
ECB report classifies problematic cases in terms of ‘violations’ (which require specific follow-
up measures) or ‘potential conflicts’ (which are not (yet) problematic but require further regular 
monitoring and should not serve as a precedent), while less clear-cut cases may be classed as 
‘concerns’.

The 2016 ECB Report on Central Bank Compliance report noted that the information re-
ceived by the ECB confirms that the provisions have generally been respected, although the 
report notes a number of cases which could raise concerns for the national central banks; in the 
case of the Central Bank of Ireland, this is in relation to the liquidation of the Irish Bank Resolu-
tion Corporation (IBRC).

As part of the liquidation of the IBRC in 2013, the Central Bank acquired a ‘Special Port-
folio’, of additional assets to the value of approximately €42.6 billion, primarily in the form of 
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eight long-dated Irish Government Floating Rate Notes amounting to  €25 billion, and €13.7 
billion NAMA bonds. The 2016 ECB report restated the opinion voiced in previous years, that 
the liquidation of the IBRC in 2013 raised “monetary financing concerns”. 

Let me reiterate that the ECB defines less clear-cut cases as ‘concerns’; the liquidation of 
IBRC is not a violation. 

The ECB Governing Council considers that the after-effects of the liquidation can be miti-
gated by the Central Bank’s disposal strategy for the Special Portfolio.

The Bank has indicated that it will sell a minimum of these securities to the following sched-
ule: 2017-2018 (€0.5 billion per annum), 2019-2023 (€1 billion per annum), and 2024 on (€2 
billion per annum until all bonds are sold). The actual sales have been well ahead of the stated 
schedule, as can be seen below:

Year   Amount Sold € billion   
2014 0.5
2015 2.0
2016 3.0
2017 4.0
2018 1.0
Total 10.5
The ECB report welcomed that disposals in 2016 were at a rate well above the minimum 

repayment schedule.

I am informed by the Central Bank that the position remains that it is committed to dispos-
ing of the Floating Rate Notes as soon as possible, provided financial stability conditions per-
mit. As the Deputy is aware the Bank is statutorily independent therefore decisions around sales 
are a matter for the Bank itself. 

The Floating Rate Notes originally amounted to €25.034 billion, this has been reduced to 
€14.534 billion as of 28 March 2018.

The Central Bank of Ireland does not publish its forecasts of surplus income.  However, the 
Central Bank does provide forecasts to my Department from time to time to support Exchequer 
budgeting, given that the bulk of any surplus is returned to the Exchequer.  These forecasts take 
account of all the Central Bank’s activities.

17/04/2018WRJ01100Mortgage Interest Relief Eligibility

17/04/2018WRJ01200233. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Finance if first time buyers that pur-
chased their home, paid their deposits and signed their contracts in 2008 but their first mortgage 
repayment was not until early 2009 ever received the increase in the tax relief at source that was 
introduced in Budget 2012 with regard to mortgage interest relief; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15327/18]

17/04/2018WRJ01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that Section 
244 Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for tax relief on qualifying interest paid in respect 
of qualifying home loans.  The applicable ceilings and rates of relief will depend on the particu-
lar circumstances of the borrower and are set out in Section 244. 

For the purposes of Section 244, a “qualifying loan” is a loan which is used by the individual 
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solely for the purpose of defraying money employed in the purchase, repair, development or 
improvement of a qualifying residence. Broadly, a “qualifying residence” is the sole or main 
residence of the individual. 

Finance Act 2012 introduced a new rate of tax relief of 30% in respect of qualifying loans 
taken out during the period 1 January 2004 to 31 December 2008, to purchase an individual’s 
first qualifying residence or second or subsequent qualifying residence, but only where the first 
qualifying residence was purchased on or after 1 January 2004. 

Where a qualifying loan is used to purchase a qualifying residence, the date that a deed of 
transfer is executed is generally taken to be the date on which the loan commences for the pur-
poses of Section 244.  In this regard, where the loan was taken out and the deed of transfer was 
executed on or before 31 December 2008 and provided the other conditions of Section 244 are 
satisfied the 30% rate applies.  This increased rate is automatically applied to loans that meet 
the criteria based on the information supplied by the borrower when applying for relief on the 
Revenue on-line tax relief at source application system.

Comprehensive guidance notes on mortgage interest relief can be found on the Revenue 
website using the following link -   Tax and Duty Manual 08.03.08. 

Individuals who consider that they meet the qualifying criteria for the 30% rate of relief but 
are currently on a lower rate of relief can contact the Revenue helpline on 1890 46 36 26 to get 
clarification on their entitlement.

17/04/2018WRJ01400Law Reform Commission

17/04/2018WRJ01500234. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of pieces of leg-
islation both enacted and published by his Department which originated in work carried out by 
the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular form; the details of each 
piece of legislation in the corresponding year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15348/18]

17/04/2018WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Many Law Reform Commission papers 
are concerned with matters which fall under the responsibility of the Minister for Justice and 
Equality. It is difficult to be definitive in respect of which legislation over the past decade was 
inspired or influenced by a Law Reform Commission report and no statistics are collated or 
maintained in this regard. 

However reports published by the Law Reform Commission in relation to areas which fall 
within the remit of this Department are considered. In this regard, the Finance (Tax Appeals) 
Act 2015 which revised the law concerning the making of appeals in matters of taxation (in-
cluding in respect of stamp duties and of duties relating to customs and excise) and established 
the Tax Appeals Commission was influenced by a Law Reform Commission Report (the 2004 
Report on a Fiscal Prosecutor and a Revenue Court (LRC 72-2004)).

17/04/2018WRJ01700Living City Initiative

17/04/2018WRJ01800235. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the uptake of the Living City Ini-
tiative in each designated city and town since its introduction. [15393/18]

17/04/2018WRJ01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Based on the most recent information 
received by Revenue from the City and County Councils, the number of applications received 
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per eligible city is set out below.

I am advised by Revenue that applications are only required to be made to the relevant local 
authority under the owner-occupier and rented residential elements of the scheme. Applications 
are not required to be made under the commercial element of the scheme.  

City Applications   Received
Dublin 43
Cork 30
Limerick 14
Waterford 16
Kilkenny 8
Galway 2

17/04/2018WRJ02000Mortgage Arrears Rate

17/04/2018WRJ02100236. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance if he will release figures or sta-
tistics on mortgage arrears on a county basis incorporating 3, 6 and 12 month arrears data, 
respectively. [15394/18]

17/04/2018WRJ02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank of Ireland that it while it produces mortgage arrears statistics on a quarterly basis, this in-
formation is not collated on a county by county basis.  The latest statistic are available at https://
centralbank.ie/statistics/data-and-analysis/credit-and-banking-statistics/mortgage-arrears.

The Central Bank of Ireland does however provide a breakdown of aggregate levels of ar-
rears by county in their Household Credit Market Report.  The report can be found at https://
centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/publications/household-credit-market-report/household-
credit-market-report-2017h2.pdf?sfvrsn=4.

17/04/2018WRJ02300Tax Code

17/04/2018WRJ02400237. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Finance his views in relation to the ex-
cise of heated tobacco products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15412/18]

17/04/2018WRJ02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The tax treatment of tobacco products 
in EU member states is provided for in Directive 2011/64/EU (the ‘Tobacco Products Tax Di-
rective’), but it does not provide explicitly for heated tobacco products.  

I am advised by Revenue that heated tobacco products, which are also known as heat-not-
burn tobacco products, are a relatively recent innovation and have yet to enter the Irish market. 
In the event that they were to be launched on the Irish market, the current national tobacco tax 
provisions are sufficiently broad to ensure that they would automatically fall to be taxed as 
‘other smoking tobacco’ and therefore subject to a rate of €246.449 per kilogram.  

I am advised that Revenue continues to monitor the situation regarding these products and 
the question of their tax treatment remains under review.

17/04/2018WRJ02600Insurance Industry
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17/04/2018WRJ02700238. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason the Central Bank 
decided to discontinue the blue book for the insurance industry; if the Central Bank will rein-
state it; the document or programme which has taken the place of the blue book; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15423/18]

17/04/2018WRJ02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, the Deputy should note 
that the decision to discontinue the production of the Blue Book is an operational matter for 
the Central Bank of Ireland, and I in my role as Minister for Finance have no influence over it.  

Notwithstanding this, my officials have had some engagement with the Central Bank on 
this matter. In response, the Bank has indicated that, the tables in the annual Insurance Statis-
tics publication, known as the ‘Blue Book’ were extracted from the Solvency I forms which 
were completed by the industry and were publicly available (in the Companies Registration 
Office).  However, with the transition from Solvency I to Solvency II (in place since 1 January 
2016), this information is no longer available to the Bank, as these forms are no longer com-
pleted due to the underlying data  now being valued on a Solvency II basis.  This change in 
prudential regime means unfortunately that the time series has been broken.  I understand that 
to reinstate the Blue Book in its old format would require an additional reporting burden on the 
industry  and would in effect means a dual reporting system for insurers which would almost 
certainly have cost implications.  

I appreciate that the discontinuation of the ‘Blue Book’ may be regrettable to particular 
interested parties, however I understand that those interested parties seeking data at company 
level can find such data in publically available reports which are required of all insurance under-
takings under the Solvency II regime.  These reports are known as the Solvency and Financial 
Condition Reports (SFCRs).  The SFCRs include a detailed narrative report on the insurance 
undertaking coupled with key quantitate reporting templates that contain premiums, claims, 
expenses, technical provisions, solvency and other information.  All SFCRs for 2016 are made 
available by the Central Bank in a dedicated SFCR repository which can be accessed at https://
www.centralbank.ie/regulation/industry-market-sectors/insurance-reinsurance/solvency-ii/
solvency-and-financial-condition-report-repository. 

In addition, the Deputy may be aware that the Central Bank publishes harmonised data that 
is consistent and comparable with other insurance supervisors in the EU.  The first data on the 
new regime was published in August 2017 covering 2016 - Aggregate Statistical Data, which 
can be accessed at: https://www.centralbank.ie/regulation/industry-market-sectors/insurance-
reinsurance/solvency-ii/supervisory-disclosures.  

Finally, the National Claims Information Database will produce an annual statistical analy-
sis of the factors related to the movement in claims costs / claims trends which will contribute 
to the improvement of data availability in the insurance sector.  This is still under development 
and by way of update to the Deputy, my Department is currently working with the Office of the 
Parliamentary Counsel and the Central Bank in drafting the legislation required to underpin the 
National Claims Information Database and it is hoped that the relevant Bill will be published 
by this summer.

Question No. 239 answered with Question No. 217.

17/04/2018WRJ03000Tax Code

17/04/2018WRJ03100240. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated budgetary im-
plications of the delay in introducing the sugar tax; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [15459/18]

17/04/2018WRJ03200251. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Finance when he plans to introduce 
the sugar tax as agreed in Budget 2018; his views on the fact that this delay is now causing 
administrative and logistical problems for many companies; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15829/18]

17/04/2018WRJ03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 240 
and 251 together.

Ireland has engaged in extensive and constructive discussions with the European Commis-
sion to ensure that once commenced, the Sugar Sweetened Drinks Tax does not infringe EU 
State aid law.  Following these constructive discussions with, and a formal notification to, the 
European Commission, a positive decision is expected very soon to allow for the commence-
ment of the tax on 1 May 2018. 

While any inconvenience caused by the short delay to the commencement is regrettable, this 
was unavoidable. The sugar-sweetened drinks tax is the first of its kind to be reviewed by the 
European Commission and will provide a benchmark for State aid decisions in this area. Key 
stakeholders were informed of the delay as soon as it became apparent that the Commission 
decision would not be communicated within the anticipated timeframe. 

The estimated yield for 2018 is in the region of €30m with the yield for 2019 and subsequent 
years €40m per annum.  On a straight line basis the estimated cost of delaying the introduction 
from 6 April to 1 May is estimated to be in the region of €2.5m.  

The yield could potentially decrease over time as consumers opt for cheaper non-tax prod-
ucts combined with continued industry reformulation.

17/04/2018WRJ03400Energy Policy

17/04/2018WRJ03500241. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance if an energy roadmap docu-
ment from a person (details supplied) will be examined; if he will relay the document to the 
relevant officials in his Department; if his officials will contact the person to meet and discuss 
the roadmap in more detail; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15473/18]

17/04/2018WRJ03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to thank the Deputy for forward-
ing the above mentioned paper which has been passed onto to my officials for their consider-
ation. The paper contains proposals in relation to vehicle and carbon taxation.  

The National Mitigation Plan sets out the Governments approach to transforming Ireland 
towards a low carbon society. The plan contains commitments in relation to carbon tax and ve-
hicle taxation which my officials are currently working on. In this regard, my Department is en-
gaged in a joint research project on carbon tax with the ESRI. While vehicle registration tax and 
motor tax are under consideration in the context of EU regulatory and technological changes to 
ensure these taxes continue to provide appropriate financial incentives for the purchase of lower 
emission vehicles. 

This body of work is pursuant to the aforementioned commitments in the National Mitiga-
tion Plan and will inform budgetary decisions.

17/04/2018WRJ03700State Savings Schemes
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17/04/2018WRJ03800242. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
regarding a person’s (details supplied) State savings bonds; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15611/18]

17/04/2018WRJ03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The National Treasury Management 
Agency (NTMA) has informed me that all State Savings Fixed Term Products are purchased 
subject to Terms and Conditions.  The Terms and Conditions do not allow assignment or trans-
fer of products, or rights under the Agreement to purchase a product.  The product may be 
redeemed before maturity without penalty, with the interest earned to that time, and then re-
invested as a Joint Holding.

Further information may be obtained by contacting Customer Service State Savings: at i, 
Phone 1850 30 50 60 or 01-7057200, or Mail at State Savings, GPO, FREEPOST, Dublin 1.

17/04/2018WRJ04000Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

17/04/2018WRJ04100243. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the status of an applica-
tion under the disabled passenger scheme by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15645/18]

17/04/2018WRJ04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the delay 
in processing the person’s Disabled Passenger Scheme application arose because she inadver-
tently provided incorrect information when registering for access to the required online system.

The issues were corrected by the person on 28 March 2018 and the necessary access infor-
mation to allow her complete the application issued to her. Revenue has also provided a direct 
contact name to her should she require any further help.

17/04/2018WRJ04300Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

17/04/2018WRJ04400244. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding the disabled passenger scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15697/18]

17/04/2018WRJ04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that an appli-
cation for exemption from Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) under the Drivers/Passengers with 
Disabilities Scheme was received on behalf of the person in question on 25 January 2018. The 
application was approved and a certificate allowing exemption from VRT issued on 7 February 
2018.

The exemption certificate was subsequently used to register the particular car on 16 Febru-
ary 2018. Sadly, the person passed away on 11 February 2018, which meant that the exemption 
was no longer valid and, as a consequence, the VRT relieved must be repaid. The legislation 
does not provide Revenue with any discretion in regard to the conditions under which the relief 
can be allowed, even in such difficult circumstances.

Revenue will liaise directly with the family concerned to explore options to assist them with 
repaying the VRT involved.

17/04/2018WRJ04600Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears
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17/04/2018WRJ04700245. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the protections that are 
available to a buy-to-let mortgage holder that is seeking to hold onto a tracker rate of interest as 
part of a restructuring of the mortgage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15727/18]

17/04/2018WRJ04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank of Ireland that the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears 2013 (‘CCMA’) contains spe-
cific protections in respect of tracker mortgages.  

However, the CCMA only applies to a mortgage loan of a borrower which is secured by his/
her primary residence.  For the purposes of the CCMA, ‘primary residence’ means a property 
which is the residential property which the borrower occupies as his/her primary residence in 
the State, or a residential property which is the only residential property in the State owned by 
the borrower.  Therefore, the protections of the CCMA only apply to buy-to-let mortgages if the 
residential property is the only residential property in the State owned by the borrower.

Provision 41 of the CCMA provides that the lender must not require the borrower to change 
from an existing tracker mortgage to another mortgage type, as part of any alternative repay-
ment arrangement offered to the borrower  , except in the circumstances set out in Provision 
46. 

Provision 46 provides that, in the case of an existing tracker mortgage, if following consid-
eration of the options in accordance with Provision 39 (which states that a lender must explore 
all of the options for alternative repayment arrangements offered by that lender), in conjunction 
with Provision 41, the lender concludes that none of the option(s) that would allow the bor-
rower to retain his/her tracker interest rate is/are appropriate and sustainable for the borrower’s 
individual circumstances, the lender may offer the borrower an alternative repayment arrange-
ment which requires the borrower to change from an existing tracker mortgage to another mort-
gage type, if that alternative repayment arrangement: 

a) is affordable for the borrower, and 

b) is a long-term sustainable solution which is consistent with Central Bank of Ireland pol-
icy on sustainability. 

For mortgages in arrears that do not fall within the scope of the CCMA, (e.g. buy to let 
properties which are not the only residential property in the State owned by the borrower), the 
provisions of the Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the Code) apply.  With respect to arrears 
resolution, the Code requires a lender to seek to agree an approach that will assist the personal 
consumer in resolving the arrears. However, it does not specifically prevent a lender from re-
moving or amending a tracker rate on a buy to let mortgage in arrears.

17/04/2018WRJ04900Vehicle Registration

17/04/2018WRJ05000246. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance if there is a concession in vehicle 
registration tax when the vehicle in question is a public service vehicle such as a hackney; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15728/18]

17/04/2018WRJ05100247. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance if there is a concession in vehicle 
registration tax when the vehicle in question is a public service vehicle such as a hackney and is 
wheel chair accessible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15729/18]

17/04/2018WRJ05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 246 
and 247 together.
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I am informed by Revenue that VRT is levied under the provisions of the Finance Act 1992, 
Part II, Chapter IV.  There are a number of exemptions and reliefs under this legislation includ-
ing a zero rating on vehicles such as ambulances and fire engines, and, under certain circum-
stances, relief from VRT and VAT under the provisions of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled 
Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.

While a vehicle may qualify under one of the above provisions, none of the provisions apply 
to public service vehicles, including hackneys, whether they are wheel chair accessible or not.

The National Transport Authority “Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle Grant Scheme” offers a 
financial grant of up to €7,500 for the purchase or conversion of a new WAV and a sliding scale 
with lesser monies being available for older cars. More information in respect of this grant is in 
the NTA Information Guide at the following link: https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/
uploads/2018/02/Information_Guide_for_WAV18_Grant_Scheme_Applicants_2018.pdf.

17/04/2018WRK00300Tax Forms

17/04/2018WRK00400248. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to consider rewording 
the incapacitated child tax credit form (details supplied). [15740/18]

17/04/2018WRK00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The legislation governing entitlement 
to the incapacitated child tax credit is contained in section 465 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997, as amended.  

Incapacitated Child Tax Credit can be claimed by filling in the form ICC1.  The wording of 
this form was updated by the Revenue Commissioners in January 2018, following an internal 
review. 

The precise nature of the issue which the Deputy wishes to raise is unclear from the details 
supplied.  Further information has been requested from the Deputy’s constituency office and I 
would be happy to address his query should the Deputy wish to ask this question again when 
such further information is available.

Question No. 249 answered with Question No. 208.

17/04/2018WRK00700Insurance Coverage

17/04/2018WRK00800250. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he has raised with the 
insurance industry the practice of refusing car insurance cover to drivers; the number of drivers 
refused insurance in 2017 and to date in 2018; the reason for these refusals; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15789/18]

17/04/2018WRK00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I 
nor the Central Bank of Ireland has the power to direct insurance companies on the pricing or 
provision of insurance products.  Indeed, the EU framework for insurance expressly prohibits 
Member States from adopting rules which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval 
of the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products.  The provision of insurance cover 
and the price at which it is offered is a commercial matter for insurance companies and is based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept and adequate provisioning to meet those 
risks.  These are considered by insurance companies on a case-by-case basis.
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Motor insurers use a combination of rating factors in making their individual decisions on 
whether to offer cover and what terms to apply.  Factors include, for example, the age and type 
of the vehicle, the age of the driver, the relevant driving experience, the claims record, the num-
ber of drivers and how the vehicle is used.

However, as the Deputy may be aware, under the terms of the Declined Cases Agreement 
(DCA), which is adhered to by all motor insurers in Ireland, the insurance market will not re-
fuse to provide insurance to an individual seeking motor insurance if he or she has approached 
at least three insurers and has not been able to obtain cover from them.  

I am not responsible for the operation of the DCA and therefore I do not have direct ac-
cess to the number of drivers who applied through the DCA process in 2017 and 2018 to date, 
and certainly not the total number of drivers who were refused a quotation over the same period, 
as such information is not collated by any organisation. 

However, in order to be as helpful as I can, my officials contacted Insurance Ireland seeking 
the DCA application figures.  In response, Insurance Ireland provided statistics on the number 
of cases it dealt with in 2017 and Q1 of 2018.  

The total number of DCA applications in 2017 was 1,423.  This represented a drop of ap-
proximately 27% on the number of cases in 2016 (1,941).  The figure for the first quarter of this 
year is 322, a decrease of 26, or 8%, on the corresponding period last year.

The total number of cases is broken down into various categories according to the main 
reason perceived by Insurance Ireland for the applicant having been declined motor insurance.  
In relation to 2017, for instance, the five categories accounting for the highest number of cases, 
in descending order, were: 

- “Hackney/Taxi Drivers” – 275 

- “Convictions” – 261

- “Cancelled/Non-Renewed Policies” – 260 

- “Claims” – 194

- “Non-Disclosures” – 109  

Other categories include: “Occupation”, “Vehicle Make/Model” and “Additional Drivers”.

In relation to these cases, Insurance Ireland has informed my officials that all applications 
submitted were accepted by Insurance Ireland for processing under the DCA.  It has also stated 
that a quotation was secured for every applicant.

Finally, the Deputy should note that the Cost of Insurance Working Group, in its Report on 
the Cost of Motor Insurance, recommended the Declined Cases Agreement process should be 
made more transparent.  On foot of this recommendation, Insurance Ireland submitted a report 
on the operation of the Agreement to my Department in July 2017.  In the report, Insurance 
Ireland states that it “believes that the time may be correct for a review of elements” of the 
Agreement.  My Department accepted this proposal and has since hosted two workshops with 
relevant stakeholders who are examining which elements of the Agreement need to be amended 
or refined.  I understand further workshops will take place throughout 2018.

Question No. 251 answered with Question No. 240.
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17/04/2018WRK01100Stamp Duty

17/04/2018WRK01200252. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) is 
entitled to consolidation relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15847/18]

17/04/2018WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume the Deputy is referring to 
the measure introduced in Finance Act 2017 to allow a farmer to claim relief from stamp duty 
where he or she both sells and purchases land for the purposes of consolidating an existing farm 
holding.  This measure has not yet been commenced as it is still being considered by my De-
partment in the context of EU State Aid requirements.  Subject to commencement, the measure 
will apply to all qualifying transactions that took place on or after 1 January 2018, so farmers 
who consolidate their holdings on or after 1 January 2018, but prior to the commencement of 
the relief, will still be eligible.    

There are a number of conditions that must be satisfied for the relief to apply.  There must 
be both a sale and a purchase of land within a period of 24 months of each other.  Where other 
qualifying conditions are satisfied, stamp duty is chargeable only to the extent that the value 
of the land that is purchased exceeds the value of the land that is sold.  A reduced rate of 1% is 
charged on the excess, if any, of the purchase value.    

An important condition for the relief is that Teagasc must issue a certificate stating that a sale 
and purchase (or an exchange of farmland) was made for farm consolidation purposes.  This 
is the certificate that is currently required in relation to the capital gains tax farm consolidation 
relief.  The criteria to be used by Teagasc for this purpose and the information to be supplied 
to Teagasc are contained in guidelines published by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.  Following the farm consolidation, a farmer must retain ownership of the farmland for 
a period of five years and must use the land for farming.  Where any part of the land is disposed 
of before the end of this five-year holding period, the stamp duty relieved can subsequently be 
recovered by Revenue, or partly recovered as appropriate. 

Where stamp duty in excess of 1% has already been paid on the excess of purchase value, 
eligible farmers may claim a refund from Revenue after the relief is commenced.  A refund 
claim is to be made on a self-assessment basis where the qualifying conditions for the relief are 
satisfied.

17/04/2018WRK01400Financial Services Regulation

17/04/2018WRK01500253. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance if he will liaise with the Central 
Bank to ensure that appropriate legislation is brought forward in order to compel vulture funds 
upon acquiring loan books from financial institutions to inform mortgage holders of the price 
paid for each loan and in the alternative the mortgage holder would be given a period of time to 
purchase or discharge the loan for the amount proposed to be paid for same by the vulture fund; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15892/18]

17/04/2018WRK01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There is no agreement on the precise 
meaning of the term “vulture funds” and it has come to have pejorative connotations.  I presume 
that the Deputy intends referring to private equity funds. 

As the Deputy may be aware, the Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing 
Firms) (Amendment) Bill 2018 was introduced by Deputy Michael McGrath on 21 February 
2018.  The Bill subsequently passed Second Stage in the Dáil on 06 March.  
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The Government has agreed to support the Bill and provide assistance to Deputy McGrath 
to develop appropriate amendments to the Bill so that it can be implemented.  

It should be noted that there are a number of technical issues with the Bill which need to 
be resolved.  My officials are engaging with the Attorney General’s Office, the Central Bank 
and Fianna Fáil in this regard.  It is important that absolute clarity is reached about the detailed 
intentions of the legislation in order to assist in accurately drafting the legislation.

Question No. 254 answered with Question No. 217.

17/04/2018WRK01800Community Banking

17/04/2018WRK01900255. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance his views on the report on 
the community banking; the reason for the delay in publishing the report; if the delay is being 
caused by a disagreement between his Department and the Department of Rural and Commu-
nity Development on the content of the report; if so, the points of disagreement; if the publica-
tion of the report will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15926/18]

17/04/2018WRK02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department, along with the De-
partment of Rural and Community Development, is assigned the responsibility of fulfilling the 
Programme for a Partnership Government commitment to “thoroughly investigate the German 
Sparkassen model for the development of local public banks that operate within well-defined 
regions”. 

Local public banking is where the state, or another public body, has ownership of a bank or 
other financial institution, as opposed to private ownership.  In Germany, local public banks are 
called Sparkassen.  Sparkassen are only permitted to operate in specific geographic regions and 
their lending activities is confined to this particular area.  The aim and philosophy of Sparkassen 
is not just profit maximization but promoting and encouraging regional economic development 
and financial inclusion.  An important part of this business model is also working closely and 
building relationships with local small and medium sized enterprises. 

As the Deputy will be aware, officials in both departments have been working closely to-
gether to conduct a thorough investigation of local public banks in Ireland, based on the German 
Sparkassen model.  This investigation included a consultation process with stakeholders and 
interested parties.  Additionally, there has been substantial engagement and a number of meet-
ings held with Irish Rural Link and the Savings Bank Foundation for International Cooperation 
(SBFIC), the international development wing of the Sparkassen group, on their proposal for a 
suggested model of local public banking in Ireland, based on the German Sparkassen system. 

Following considerable analysis by officials, my colleague, the Minister for Rural and Com-
munity Development, Michael Ring T.D., and I have taken time to carefully consider the report 
on local public banking.  I am satisfied that a thorough analysis was undertaken by officials.  
Consequently, we are now preparing to jointly submit this report for Government approval in 
the near future.  Once the report has been considered and approved by Cabinet, it will then be 
provided to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform and 
Taoiseach. 

My Department continues to work with other Government departments to develop tailored 
and innovative policy initiatives that support the on-going needs of Irish SMEs and rural eco-
nomic development.  The Deputy may rest assured this remains a key Government priority.



Questions - Written Answers

146

17/04/2018WRK02100Financial Services Sector

17/04/2018WRK02200256. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his views on the regula-
tion of personal contract plans for car purchase finance; the level of this financial debt; the role 
of the Central Bank in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15946/18]

17/04/2018WRK02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware the Com-
petition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) undertook the first comprehensive 
study of the Personal Contract Plans (PCP) market in the State.  As part of its study the CCPC 
issued detailed questionnaires to all the financial institutions that underwrite PCP finance in the 
State.  This allowed the CCPC to compile, for the first time, primary data relating to the num-
ber and value of PCP finance contracts issued.  The report was published on Tuesday 6 March 
2018 and is available at www.ccpc.ie. 

The Deputy may also be aware that an Economic Letter on this area was published by the 
Central Bank on 28 March.  This provides further comprehensive data on the PCPs market in 
Ireland, where at the end 2017 PCP finance accounted for 43%(€1.2 billion) of car-related bank 
debt.  The Economic Letter is available at www.centralbank.ie .  

My officials will examine these publications and give careful consideration to what actions, 
if any, would be appropriate and will consult with relevant stakeholders.

On the issue more generally, the Central Bank regulates financial services institutions as set 
out under legislation but does not regulate individual financial products.  Under current leg-
islation the CCPC has responsibility for authorising and supervising the credit intermediaries 
which typically sell PCP contracts to consumers, including garages and retailers.

17/04/2018WRK02400Mortgage Data

17/04/2018WRK02500257. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the number of mortgage hold-
ers that are more than 18 months in arrears on their family homes; the steps being taken to assist 
these persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15948/18]

17/04/2018WRK02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank of Ireland release 
quarterly statistics on Residential Mortgages and Repossessions.  The most recent mortgage 
arrears statistics, published on 22 March 2018 are available at https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/
default-source/statistics/data-and-analysis/credit-and-banking-statistics/mortgage-arrears/
residential-mortgage-arrears-and-repossessions-statistics-december-2017.pdf.

The Central Bank provides data on arrears in the following categories: 

- in arrears up to 90 days, 

- in arrears 91 to 180 days, 

- in arrears 181 to 360 days, 

- in arrears 361 to 720 days, and 

- in arrears over 720 days.

The category 361 to 720 days aligns closest to the information that you are requesting and 
the latest statistics state that 8,019 Principal Dwelling Homes (PDH) accounts were in arrears 
at the end of December 2017.



17 April 2018

147

Assisting those in mortgage arrears is a priority for this Government and there are a number 
of policies and supports in place for those in mortgage difficulties.  

The Deputy will be aware that the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) sets out 
statutory requirements for mortgage lenders and credit servicing firms dealing with borrowers 
in or facing arrears on the mortgage loan secured by their primary residence.   Lenders may 
only commence legal proceedings for repossession of the borrower’s primary residence after it 
follows a number of steps.  The steps include:

- making every reasonable effort under the CCMA to agree an alternative restructure ar-
rangement (ARA) with the borrower;

- time bound requirements to inform the borrower the regulated entity is not willing to offer 
an ARA and of his/her options;

- time bound requirements to inform a borrower, who is not willing to enter into an ARA, 
of his/her options; and

- a decision to classify the borrower as non-cooperating.

Lenders must ensure that the case of each borrower is individually assessed on its merits 
to ensure fairness.  The Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) framework sets out the 
steps which lenders must follow.  A lender must carry out an affordability assessment by exam-
ining each case on its own merits and must base its assessment of the borrower’s full circum-
stances including their ability to repay as determined by up to date information on a Standard 
Financial Statement (SFS). A lender must explore all options for alternative repayment arrange-
ments (that they offer) in order to offer the most viable option to each borrower.  The Code also 
requires lenders to review an alternative repayment arrangement at appropriate intervals for the 
type and duration of the arrangement.  The lender is also obliged to carry out a review of an 
alternative repayment arrangement at any time, if requested by the borrower. 

I am informed by the Central Bank that there is a broad range of available restructures of-
fered and delivered by both bank and non-bank entities and there is strong evidence that both 
banks and non-banks look to exhaust available restructure options before moving to the legal 
process. 

The Deputy will be aware of the Abhaile mortgage arrears resolution service, established 
to ensure that those either in mortgage arrears or at risk of going into mortgage arrears on their 
primary residence, are able to access State-funded professional legal or financial advice on their 
resolution options.  

The aim of Abhaile is to help mortgage holders in arrears to find the best solutions and 
keep them, wherever possible, in their own homes.  The service is proving very successful in 
assisting distressed borrowers, particularly those in longer term mortgage arrears.  A dedicated 
adviser will work with borrowers in mortgage arrears and their lender to find the best solution 
for their situation.  

If those in mortgage arrears need financial advice, they can get a free face to face meeting 
with an expert financial adviser.  The adviser can help them to work through their financial situ-
ation and explain the options available to them to help deal with their home mortgage arrears.  
The expert adviser could be a MABS Money Adviser, a MABS Dedicated Mortgage Arrears 
adviser, a Personal Insolvency Practitioner (PIP) or an accountant.

Distressed borrowers may also need legal advice on issues related to their mortgage arrears.  
Under Abhaile they can have a free face-to-face meeting with a solicitor, who will explain their 
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legal situation and advise them how best to resolve it.

If they are called to court to face repossession proceedings on their home, they will be able 
to meet a Duty Solicitor at the court. The Duty Solicitor may be able to speak for them in court 
and explain the proceedings to them.

A MABS staff member will also be present at court to help them.

A Helpline is also available Monday to Friday, and a face-to-face service which is complete-
ly free, confidential and independent is also available in more than 60 locations nationwide.

Finally, it is worth mentioning again that where a borrower actively engages with their 
lender it is more likely that an equitable arrangement will be to try to assist the borrower to 
remain in their family home.  I would therefore urge borrowers in arrears, who have not already 
done so, to contact their lender or MABS for an independent assessment of their situation and 
professional advice on available resolution options.

17/04/2018WRK02700Financial Services Regulation

17/04/2018WRK02800258. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 214 of 16 January 2018, the position regarding proposals to prohibit the payment 
of fees, commissions or non-monetary benefits to third parties, including brokers and indepen-
dent financial advisers, in relation to the provision of independent financial advice associated 
with the sale of certain financial products; the products that will be affected by the definition of 
insurance-based investment products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16060/18]

17/04/2018WRK02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, in recent years, 
the European Commission has focused on Consumer Protection with regard to the provision 
of financial services.  This began with the updating of the rules for the sale of financial instru-
ments under Markets in Financial Instruments Directive (MiFID II) and is also a focus of the 
Insurance Distribution Directive (IDD).  The aim of European legislation in these areas is to 
provide transparency and clarity to the consumer around the advice they are being given.  A way 
of achieving this is to bring in more stringent requirements around how sellers of such products 
can receive fees or inducements from third parties.  There is also a need to ensure a level play-
ing field for all the providers of products, such as insurance or financial instruments, which can 
be interchangeable in a number of cases. 

Ireland is implementing the improvements in consumer protection via the transposition of 
MiFID II, IDD and amendments to the Central Bank Consumer Protection Code 2012. 

MiFID II, which gives protection for investors in financial instruments, such as shares, 
bonds or derivatives came into effect on 03 January 2018.  Under the legislation, authorised 
investment firms are banned from accepting fees, commissions or other non-monetary benefits 
when giving “independent” investment advice.  The exception is where the non-monetary ben-
efit is minor and is of benefit to the quality of service that the firm provides.

Under MiFID II, I exercised the discretion to allow certain firms such as those authorised 
under the Investment Intermediaries Act 1995, many of whom are small brokers servicing lo-
cal markets, to be exempt from the full MiFID II requirements.  However, these firms must be 
subject to strict rules around consumer protection that are deemed “analogous” to the MiFID 
II rules including those around the acceptance of fees and commissions.  To ensure that these 
firms are covered by analogous rules, the Central Bank updated its Consumer Protection Code 
(2012) in this area in November 2017.  Under the Code, product producers must be able to 
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demonstrate that any commission arrangements based on levels of business introduced do not 
impair the intermediary’s duty to act in the best interests of the consumers and do not give rise 
to a conflict of interest between the intermediary and the consumer.

IDD replaces the Insurance Mediation Directive which currently regulates point of sale in-
surance products and following the Council of the European Union’s adoption of a Commission 
proposal must be transposed by 1 July 2018 and implemented by Member States by 1 October 
2018.  My Department is currently progressing the transposition of IDD and is liaising with the 
Office of Parliamentary Counsel and the Central Bank with a view to publishing the transposing 
Regulations well in advance of the deadline.

IDD contains a number of national discretions including in the area of fees, commissions 
or other non-monetary benefits which are open to Member States to adopt if they so wish.  My 
Department carried out a public consultation on these discretions in April 2017 and submissions 
were received from Insurance Ireland, Irish Life Group and Brokers Ireland.   

It should be noted that there is an overlap between IDD and MiFID II insofar as “function-
ally equivalent” or substitutable investment products can be sold under either Directive.  There-
fore, in order to ensure a level playing field for such products, I have decided to exercise part 
of the discretion in Article 29(3) of IDD to prohibit the acceptance and retaining of fees, com-
missions or non-monetary benefits from third parties in relation to the provision of independent 
advice for insurance-based investment products [1].  As there is no level playing field issue with 
insurance products in general, the discretion in Article 22(3) is not being availed of at this time, 
but will be considered further after the Central Bank consultation on Intermediary Inducements 
is completed later this year. 

You should also be aware that in transposing the IDD, in the main, I have decided to avail 
of discretions that allow for the continuation of the current regulatory framework, rather than 
add to the regulatory burden. 

Finally, I will further consider these discretions following the completion of the Central 
Bank’s work in this area.  In this regard, you should note that the Bank issued a Consultation 
Paper in November, which contains proposals to enhance the protections for consumers when 
seeking advice from financial intermediaries.  This includes proposals for stricter rules on how 
financial intermediaries can be paid commission (or other inducements) by the firms whose 
products they sell.  The proposed measures require firms to avoid conflicts of interest created 
by poorly designed inducement arrangements and provide greater transparency for consumers 
about how a financial intermediary, whose advice they are relying on, is getting paid. 

The Central Bank’s consultation process closed on 22 March 2018 and my officials will 
examine the Central Banks’ analysis once they have completed their work and in due course 
advise me accordingly. 

[1] Insurance-based investment products are defined in the legislation as “an insurance 
product which offers a maturity or surrender value and where that maturity or surrender value 
is wholly or partially exposed, directly or indirectly, to market fluctuations” with certain exclu-
sions such as pension products, non-life insurance products as listed in Annex I of the Solvency 
Directive; as well as life insurance contracts where the benefits under the contract are payable 
only on death or in respect of incapacity due to injury, sickness or disability.

17/04/2018WRK03000Employment Investment Incentive Scheme

17/04/2018WRK03100259. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
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drawn to the delays in the Revenue Commissioners issuing certificates for the employment in-
vestment incentive scheme to enable qualifying persons apply for refunds in respect of 2017; the 
steps being taken to address the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16104/18]

17/04/2018WRK03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of the current position re-
garding the delays in issuing Employment and Investment Incentive (EII) certificates to inves-
tors. 

Revenue has informed me that the increased complexity of the scheme, arising from chang-
es in Finance Act 2015 and 2017, means that each application takes longer to process than in 
previous years.  The increased complexity also results in a large number of incomplete appli-
cations being made, which in turn increases the volume of correspondence dealt with by the 
processing team.

To address this, last December Revenue issued a revised application form, which clearly 
outlines all of the information required, and additional staff members are being assigned to the 
processing district.  In addition, and as the Deputy may be aware, I announced that a review of 
EII was to be carried out this year.  The review will examine a range of aspects of the incen-
tive including whether whether the operational design of the scheme can be improved upon.  I 
expect that the review will be completed this summer.

17/04/2018WRK03300Tax Reliefs Availability

17/04/2018WRK03400260. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance his plans to increase the amount 
of country money tax relief available to persons or to alter the conditions of the relief; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16110/18]

17/04/2018WRK03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that they 
operate a scheme known as ‘country money’ in relation to employees in the construction sector.  
This arrangement is designed to reduce the administrative overhead for both employers and 
employees in the reimbursement of expenses.    

Section 114 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides that where an employee “is nec-
essarily obliged to incur…expenses of travelling in the performance of the duties of that em-
ployment…there may be deducted from the emoluments to be assessed the expenses so neces-
sarily incurred and defrayed”.

This provision allows for reimbursement by an employer, without deduction of tax, of ex-
penses of travel, including subsistence, necessarily incurred by an employee in the course of 
their duties. 

While this may be operated on the basis of vouched expenses, for ease of administration, 
Revenue allow the payment of certain set sums of money tax-free to employees in the construc-
tion industry while they are assigned to sites that are remote from their place of employment. 

The employee must be employed and working at a site that is 32km or more from the em-
ployer’s base.  The current rates for ‘country money’ are a maximum of €181.68 per week for 
more than four days or €36.34 per day for four days or less.   

‘Country money’ may not be paid tax-free where the employee is provided with transport 
to and from the site by the employer, provided with board and lodgings by the employer or is 
recruited to work at one site only (also known as ‘jobbed on site’ employees).     The payment of 
‘country money’ does not prevent an employee from making a claim for a deduction from tax-
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able income of the actual amount of expenses necessarily incurred by them.  However, in these 
circumstances, any amount of ‘country money’ paid or any other reimbursement of expenses by 
the employer is treated as additional emoluments and taxed accordingly. 

The rates of ‘country money’ are agreed between Revenue and relevant construction indus-
try and employee representative bodies.  I am advised that there are no plans to review these at 
present.

17/04/2018WRK03600Stamp Duty

17/04/2018WRK03700261. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on the fact that the 
anticipated revenue from commercial stamp duty is not materialising with regard to the latest 
Exchequer figures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16116/18]

17/04/2018WRK03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Pre-Budget 2018 estimates of potential 
Stamp Duty yield were based on a projection forward of receipts in the preceding years.  This 
projection included factoring out a series of significant transactions in prior years that were 
deemed to be once off and not likely to reoccur.  Estimates are therefore provided on a prudent 
basis but on the assumption of a continuation in the level of core (non-once off) activity of 
previous years.  However, the property market is transaction-based and if the level or values of 
transactions falls significantly below that seen in previous years, then Stamp Duty tax receipts 
from property may be lower.

I am advised by Revenue that provisional data for the first quarter of 2018 indicate that €115 
million has been collected in relation to Stamp Duty on property transactions (this covers both 
residential and non-residential property).  This compares to €83 million in the same period of 
2017.  Receipts of Stamp Duty on property vary by month, as borne out by collection in previ-
ous years.  While Stamp Duty receipts from property are below forecast to date in 2018, the 
projection is for the full year and given the nature and timing of property receipts, it is too early 
to reach any conclusion regarding full year collection.

17/04/2018WRK03900Banking Sector

17/04/2018WRK04000262. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the expenditure on public rela-
tions firms or media consultants for each of the State backed banks in each of the past five years, 
by firms, advisers and consultants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16117/18]

17/04/2018WRK04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): This information is not held by my 
Department but officials in the Department of Finance have received the following responses 
from the banks in relation to the Deputy’s question:

AIB:    

“In line with normal practice and for commercially sensitive reasons, AIB does not publicly 
disclose the details of contracts with individual external service providers.  The bank manages 
its public relations consultancy fees within its commercial business requirements and operating 
costs.” 

PTSB: 

“Except where required by law or regulation, and in line with how it manages its relation-
ships with its other third-party service providers, the bank does not disclose the identity of firms 
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or consultants engaged to work with the bank or the terms of such work as this information is 
deemed commercially sensitive.”

17/04/2018WRK04200Banking Sector

17/04/2018WRK04300263. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of meetings held 
by the Central Bank and by each State backed bank with the ECB or a branch of the ECB such 
as the Single Supervisory Mechanism in the past 24 months at which the issue of non-perform-
ing loans was discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16118/18]

17/04/2018WRK04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware non-performing 
loans (NPLs) remain at an elevated level across the European banking system and addressing 
this issue is one of the key priorities for the Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM).  The re-
duction of NPLs is also being given high priority at EU level with the Commission announc-
ing their “Action Plan to Tackle Non-Performing Loans in Europe” in July 2017.  The action 
plan calls upon various institutions including the Commission to take appropriate measures to 
further address the challenges of high NPL ratios in Europe.  In this regard there is ongoing 
interaction between the State backed banks and their regulator.

For clarity the Central Bank of Ireland (CBI) forms part of the Euro-system and SSM and 
delivers on its regulatory mandate and obligations with respect to significant institutions through 
the operation of Joint Supervisory Teams comprised of staff from both the CBI and ECB.

AIB have provided me with the following response:

“The Joint Supervisory Team (JST) in its role as prudential regulator under the Single Su-
pervisory Mechanism, conducts a number of regular meetings with the AIB senior management 
team

and executives across the calendar year.  These meetings discuss a range of topics including 
non-performing loans (NPLs).”   

PTSB have provided me with the following response:

“ Banks supervised by the SSM or CBI have regular engagement and interaction on multiple 
levels as part of their ongoing regulatory oversight.  There are a number of contacts at various 
levels over each month, in person, by phone and in correspondence.    This would cover the full 
range of activities within each supervised bank including NPLs.  The information requested is 
not tracked at the level requested; however the bank can confirm that the issue of NPLs is dis-
cussed very regularly between the bank and its supervisor.”

17/04/2018WRL00200Banking Sector

17/04/2018WRL00300264. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if a bank (details supplied) 
received legal advice or technical assistance in the development of its split mortgage product; 
if so, the details of the advisers and fees paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16119/18]

17/04/2018WRL00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Officials in the Department of Finance 
referred the Deputy’s question to PTSB and received the following response in this regard: 

“Permanent TSB has a requirement for legal/technical support and advice on an on-going 
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basis across different parts of its business.  It manages some of this requirement through its in-
house capabilities, as well as engaging external legal and technical advice where necessary.  Ex-
cept where required by law or regulation, and in line with how it manages its relationships with 
its other third-party advisors, the bank does not disclose the identity of such firms or individuals 
engaged to work with the bank on specific issues or the terms of such work as this information 
is deemed commercially sensitive.”

17/04/2018WRL00500Banking Sector

17/04/2018WRL00600265. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if a bank (details supplied) 
received legal advice or technical assistance in the development of its split mortgage product; 
if so, the details of the advisers and fees paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16120/18]

17/04/2018WRL00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have received the following response 
from AIB.

“The Split Mortgage solution was built in response to the Keane report by all banks across 
the industry in 2012.  It was delivered by the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Strategy (MARS) 
Programme with regular engagement between AIB and the CBI on the split mortgage design 
and delivery.

The MARS programme engaged the direct support of both PwC and Accenture in the de-
livery of AIB’s advanced forbearance solutions and associated operational processes.  Internal 
legal and compliance stakeholders were a key aspect of the overall programme and split solu-
tion delivery.

For commercial confidentiality reasons AIB does not publicly disclose the details of con-
tracts with individual external service providers.  The bank manages these fees within its com-
mercial business requirements and operating costs.”

17/04/2018WRL00800Mortgage Insurance

17/04/2018WRL00900266. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of life loans 
and life mortgages in respect of residential properties in issuance here; the amount owed on 
these loans; if such loans are still being marketed by banks; if he is satisfied that customers are 
being made fully aware of the risk associated with a life loan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16157/18]

17/04/2018WRL01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been advised by the Central 
Bank that it does not publish figures on lifetime loans. These are niche products, usually provid-
ed to those aged 60 or older.  The Consumer Protection Code 2012 defines ‘lifetime mortgage’ 
as - “a loan secured on a borrower’s home where: 

a) interest payments are rolled up on top of the capital throughout the term of the loan;  

b) the loan is repaid from the proceeds of the sale of the property; and  

c) the borrower retains ownership of their home whilst living in it; “ 

Currently the Central Bank is not aware of any banks marketing lifetime mortgages.  
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On the issue more generally, as part of the Central Banks ongoing supervisory work, 
the bank carried out some work in respect of ‘Lifetime’ loans in 2016.  Based on information 
from lenders (which represented the majority of the market at the time), there were loans of ap-
proximately €640 million to approximately 5,000 customers outstanding.

If a regulated entity wishes to engage in the provision of lifetime mortgages, the Central 
Bank requires that transparency is provided to the borrower at the outset and borrowers must be 
treated in accordance with the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the Code).  The 
Code requires that prior to offering, recommending, arranging or providing a lifetime mortgage 
to a consumer, a regulated entity must inform the consumer of the consequences of purchasing 
a lifetime mortgage and provide information on;

- the circumstances in which the loan will have to be repaid

- details of the interest rate that will be charged

- an explanation of the impact of the rolling up of the interest over the duration of the loan

- an indication of the amount required to repay the loan at maturity

- the effect on the existing mortgage, if any; and 

- an indication of the likely early redemption costs which would be incurred if the loan was 
redeemed on the third and fifth anniversary of the loan at five yearly intervals thereafter.

The Consumer Protection Code 2012 also requires, at least annually, the provision of a 
statement of account including the opening balance, all transactions, all interest charged, all 
charges, the outstanding balance and details of the interest rate(s) applied to the account during 
the period covered by the statement.

17/04/2018WRL01100Banking Sector

17/04/2018WRL01200267. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he or his Department has 
analysed the costs and benefits of the move of a bank (details supplied) to new premises in 
Dublin city centre and Leopardstown; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16204/18]

17/04/2018WRL01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the relationship 
between the Minister for Finance and AIB is governed by a relationship framework agreement, 
which can be found on my Department’s website.  In accordance with the relationship frame-
work, the Minister for Finance has no direct function in commercial decisions made by the bank 
and these decisions are the responsibility of the board and management of the institution.

AIB have provided the following information:

“AIB’s property strategy is centred around investing in modern collaborative workspaces 
for employees and buildings focused on purpose.  The new building in Central Park will be the 
focus for new customer products, digital channels and customer innovation from summer 2018.  
And by mid 2019, Molesworth Street in Dublin City Centre will become the Bank’s new Cor-
porate Office and also the centre for Corporate & Private Banking.  As part of this strategy the 
bank undertakes an ongoing review of future property needs.”

17/04/2018WRL01400Insurance Industry
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17/04/2018WRL01500268. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance the actions he is taking 
to address the situation whereby some insurance companies are refusing to insure vehicles over 
ten years old with a valid NCT certificate or charging high premiums in cases in which insur-
ance is being provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16287/18]

17/04/2018WRL01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of the concerns raised by 
the Deputy.  However as Minister for Finance, my role is limited to the development of the legal 
framework governing financial regulation.  What this means is that neither I, nor the Central 
Bank of Ireland, can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as these matters 
are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based on an assess-
ment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU framework 
for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which require in-
surance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance 
products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies as to the pricing 
level or terms and conditions that they should apply in respect of particular categories of drivers 
or vehicles. 

Notwithstanding the above, however my officials have been engaging with Insurance Ire-
land in relation to the availability and cost of insurance for older cars.  

The general response has been that while insurers will require that a car has a valid NCT 
in order to be covered, this is one amongst a number of factors they will consider. In making 
their individual decisions on whether to offer cover and what terms to apply, they will also use 
a combination of other rating factors, which include the age of the vehicle, as well as the type 
of vehicle, the age of the driver, the relevant claims record and driving experience, the number 
of drivers, how the car is used, etc.  My understanding is that insurer’s do not all use the same 
combination of rating factors, and as a result prices and availability of cover varies across the 
market.  In addition, insurance companies will price in accordance with their own past claims 
experience, meaning that in relation to the age of a vehicle and the availability of cover, differ-
ent insurance companies will use different age thresholds.

It should be noted that my Department will continue to engage with Insurance Ireland on 
this matter.

Finally, if a consumer is unable to secure a quotation on the open market, he or she may be 
in a position to avail of the Declined Cases Agreement (DCA) process.  Under the terms of the 
DCA, the insurance market will not refuse to provide insurance to an individual seeking insur-
ance if the person has approached at least three insurers and has not been able to obtain cover 
from them.  In this regard, there are further details available on the Insurance Ireland website 
while Insurance Ireland also operates a free Insurance Information Service for those who have 
queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  The relevant contact de-
tails are: feedback@insuranceireland.eu  or declined@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761914.

17/04/2018WRL01700Tax Data

17/04/2018WRL01800269. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of corporation 
tax collected for each of the years 2014 to 2017 from companies in respect of the close company 
surcharge applying to net of tax rental income not distributed; the cost of reducing this rate; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16303/18]

17/04/2018WRL01900270. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of corporation 
tax collected for each of the years 2014 to 2017 from Irish resident companies in respect of the 
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25% rate applying to net rental income; the cost of each 1% reduction in this rate; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16304/18]

17/04/2018WRL02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 269 
and 270 together.

The close company surcharge is charged on undistributed investment and estate income of 
companies. I am advised by Revenue that the available information is the amount of Corpora-
tion Tax liability associated with the close company surcharge 2014 to 2016 (the latest year 
available) and is as shown in the following table.  It is not possible to separately identify the 
liability associated with rental income only. 

Tax Year Close Company Surcharge €m
2014 20.7
2015 21.4
2016 (Provisional) 22.0
The 25% rate of corporation tax is charged on certain profits of companies including, but 

not limited to, rental income.  The 25% rate applies to non-trading income including income 
chargeable under Case III (e.g. discounts, interest, foreign income), Case IV (miscellaneous 
income) and Case V (rental income from land & buildings in the State) of Schedule D.  Also 
included at this rate is income from activities which consist of working minerals, petroleum 
activities and dealing in or developing land, other than profits from construction operations 
(section 21A TCA).

I am informed by Revenue that, as rental income is aggregated with other incomes for the 
purposes of Corporation Tax calculations, it is not possible to separately identify the Corpora-
tion Tax collected from rental income alone.  For this reason the cost of a 1 per cent reduction 
in the 25 per cent rate applying to rental income alone cannot be provided.

17/04/2018WRL02300271. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the options set out in the 
report of the working group on the tax and fiscal treatment of rental accommodation providers 
dated September 2017 have been considered; his views on the short-term, medium-term and 
long-term options; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16305/18]

17/04/2018WRL02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Report of the Working Group on 
the Tax and Fiscal Treatment of Landlords was submitted to me for consideration in Septem-
ber 2017, in advance of its publication on Budget Day, 10 October 2017.  I examined the ten 
policy options that were put forward in the report in the context of the limited tax expenditure 
resources that were available to me for Budget 2018.  As the Deputy mentions, the report put 
forward options for further consideration, rather than recommendations, and any further con-
sideration would require the participation of several Departments and organisations, including 
my own Department.

The ten options are split into short, medium and long-term options. Five potential short-term 
options were identified as measures which could potentially be implemented within 18 months, 
i.e. within Budgets 2018 and 2019.  I introduced one of these options in Budget 2018 - deduct-
ibility for pre-letting expenditure for previously vacant properties.  This measure applies to 
residential premises which have been vacant for at least 12 months and which are then let after 
the date of the passing of the Finance Act 2017, i.e. after 25 December 2017.  The expenditure 
is allowed as a deduction against rental income from that premises.  It applies to expenses that 
would be allowable if they had been incurred while the property was let, such as the cost of re-
pairs, insurance, maintenance and management of the property.  Certain limitations are in place 
regarding this measure, for example the expenditure must have been incurred in the 12 months 
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before the premises is let as a residential premises.  The total deduction allowed is capped at 
€5,000 per vacant premises and the deduction will be clawed-back if the property ceases to be 
let as a residential premises within four years of the first letting.  I prioritised this option as it 
was specifically designed to encourage an overall increase in housing supply by bringing cur-
rently vacant property back into residential use.

Another short-term option was to improve the collection and sharing of data on the rental 
accommodation sector.  A significant issue that hampered the progress of the Working Group 
was a lack of robust data on various elements of the housing market, due to the differing met-
rics used by the various agencies.  The Housing Analytics Group, chaired by the Department 
of Housing, Planning and Local Government, is currently active and a number of Departments 
and agencies are involved in its work, including the Residential Tenancies Board, the Central 
Statistics Office (CSO), Revenue and the Department of Finance.  The guiding principle for the 
Group is that housing policy requires the best evidence available to inform analysis, forecasts 
and decisions.  The Group’s initial focus is to review the various sources of housing and hous-
ing related data collected nationally.  Once gaps or deficiencies have been identified the Group 
will make recommendations for improvement.

A further short-term option was to increase the mortgage interest deduction available to 
landlords.  In this context it should be noted that in Budget 2017, a phased unwinding of the 
restriction on interest deductibility over five years for all residential landlords was provided 
for.  The second step, an increase from 80% to 85% deductibility, took effect from 1 January 
2018.  It was decided not to further accelerate this deduction in Budget 2018 as to do so would 
have undermined the social housing tenancies incentive introduced in Finance Act 2015, which 
allows 100% mortgage interest deductibility where a landlord commits to let their property to 
social housing tenants for a minimum of 3 years.  As of June 2017, the total number of tenancies 
registered for the scheme was 2,277.

Another short-term option identified by the Group was to consider introducing Local Prop-
erty Tax (LPT) deductibility for landlords with an estimated cost of €28 million in a full year. 
In view of this cost, and the recommendation of Dr. Thornhill, in his 2015 review of the LPT, 
which recommended that a deduction should not be allowed because the concept of the LPT is 
linked to the amenity value of residential property which is of benefit to the tenant in addition 
to the landlord, I do not believe it is appropriate to allow a deduction for LPT at this time. 

Five of the options put forward in the report were medium-term and long-term options.  
Medium-term options are measures which work with the current tax system but might take 
longer to develop and implement, and as such would require a longer lead-in period.  The long-
term options look at the potential for more fundamental changes to the tax system, and so would 
require significantly greater resource commitments to progress.  Consideration of these options 
will continue within the relevant time frames.

As the Deputy will be aware, taxation is only one of the policy levers available to the Gov-
ernment through which to boost rental and overall housing supply and that, in line with the Tax 
Expenditure Guidelines, consideration of whether a tax measure is the most appropriate policy 
tool for a given purpose would be required. Ireland’s past experience with tax incentives in the 
housing sector strongly suggests the need for a cautionary stance when considering intervention 
in the rental sector.  There are many competing priorities which must be considered when decid-
ing which policy measures to introduce and the rental sector is just one of many other sectors 
that may require assistance and intervention.

17/04/2018WRL02500Departmental Staff Data
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17/04/2018WRL02600272. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the number of clerical officers 
and clerical assistants in his Department on temporary contracts by years of service; if these 
officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil Service when they have served a fixed 
period of time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16430/18]

17/04/2018WRL02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that under 
a restructuring agreement in 1997 the Clerical Assistant Grade was abolished.

The Department of Finance currently has one Clerical Officer on a temporary contract since 
February, 2018.  This assignment is for a specific period of time and it is not anticipated that the 
officer’s contract will be extended as the work of the Unit is being transferred to the National 
Shared Services Office later this year.

17/04/2018WRL02800Tax Reliefs Data

17/04/2018WRL02900273. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the annual cost of tax relief 
provided to employers for employer contributions to pension schemes based on the most re-
cent data available between occupational pension schemes, PRSAs, RACs and certain overseas 
plans in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16594/18]

17/04/2018WRL03000274. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the annual cost of tax relief 
provided to employees for employee contributions to pension schemes based on the most re-
cent data available between occupational pension schemes, PRSAs, RACs and certain overseas 
plans in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16595/18]

17/04/2018WRL03100275. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the annual cost of benefit-
in-kind relief on employer contributions to pension schemes based on the most recent data 
available between occupational pension schemes, PRSAs, RACs and certain overseas plans in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16596/18]

17/04/2018WRL03200276. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the annual cost of tax relief 
provided to employees for employer contributions to PRSAs and other related accounts based 
on the most recent data available between occupational pension schemes, PRSAs, RACs and 
certain overseas plans in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16597/18]

17/04/2018WRL03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 273 
to 276, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Revenue that the following table outlines the relevant costs for the year of 
2015. 

 Cost of Tax Expen-
ditures 

2015 (€m) 2015 (Numbers)

PQ/16594 Employers’ Contri-
butions To Approved 
Superannuation 
Schemes (4)

147 342,100

PQ/16595 Employees’ Contri-
butions To Approved 
Superannuation 
Schemes (4)

580.6 618,900
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 Cost of Tax Expen-
ditures 

2015 (€m) 2015 (Numbers)

PQ/16596 Exemption of em-
ployers’ contribu-
tions from employee 
BIK (4)

559 342,100

PQ/16597 Pension Contribution 
(Retirement Annuity 
and PRSA)

215 96,200

‘Employers’ Contributions To Approved Superannuation Schemes (4)’, ‘Employees’ Con-
tributions To Approved Superannuation Schemes (4)’, ‘Exemption of employers’ contributions 
from employee BIK (4)’ relate to occupational pensions only, which are administered by the 
employer and declared to Revenue on the employer returns.  

‘Pension Contribution (Retirement Annuity and PRSA)’ consists of Retirement Annuity 
(RAC) and PRSA for the portion taken from the employer returns, while the portion of this 
which is taken from employee returns is Retirement Annuity, PRSA and QOPP (Qualifying 
Overseas Pension Plans).

This information is included in the Revenue publication ‘Costs of Tax Expenditures (cred-
its, allowances and reliefs)’ at https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/
statistics/tax-expenditures/costs-expenditures.aspx.  This publication contains data for 2015, 
the latest year for which data are currently available, data from returns for 2016 are currently 
being processed.

17/04/2018WRL03700Pension Provisions

17/04/2018WRL03800277. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has de-
veloped a costed proposal for a SSIA type scheme for pension contributions whereby the State 
will join the individual by contributing money directly to a pension scheme; if so, the estimated 
cost of such a proposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16598/18]

17/04/2018WRL03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In February of this year, the Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) published a Roadmap for Pen-
sions Reform 2018-2023, following Government approval.

The Roadmap sets out a number of pension reform actions under 6 Strands. Strand 2 pro-
poses the introduction of an automatic enrolment retirement savings system to help individuals 
accumulate sufficient wealth to sustain personal living standards in retirement.  To facilitate the 
design and development of this automatic enrolment system, the Roadmap commits to publish-
ing a ‘strawman’ automatic enrolment system.  This document is intended as a basis for public 
consultation.  The Roadmap further provides that the design of auto-enrolment will be finalised 
by the end of the first quarter next year. 

Under Strand 3, the Roadmap also allocates a range of tasks to the Interdepartmental Pen-
sions Reform & Taxation Group (IDPRTG) chaired by my Department. Action 3.13 requires 
the Group to:

“Review the cost of funded supplementary pensions to the Exchequer.  To inform decisions 
relating to financial incentives for retirement savings and underpin the development of the au-
tomatic enrolment system (see Strand 2), this will include an assessment of the economic and 
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social benefits delivered and an evaluation of equity in the distribution of tax expenditure on 
pensions”. 

My Department along with other stakeholders will work towards finalising the design of 
auto-enrolment and to completing the tasks allocated to the IDPRTG.

As the Roadmap envisages, the design of auto-enrolment is due to be finalised by end of the 
first quarter next year and to date no comprehensive assessment of the potential costs to the Ex-
chequer of implementing an ‘SSIA type’ scheme has been carried out by my Department.  Such 
an assessment, based on the relevant Revenue data, will form part of the design phase of the 
auto-enrolment system.  Work is now commencing on complying with the requirements of the 
Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018-2023 including assessing and costing suitable incentives 
to accompany the introduction of auto-enrolment.

17/04/2018WRL04000Insurance Costs

17/04/2018WRL04100278. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the financial strain being placed on community, voluntary and charitable organisations and 
groups in meeting the costs of insurance; if his attention has been further drawn to the concerns 
raised by a number of Men’s Sheds which are facing potential closure due to increases in insur-
ance premiums for policy renewals; the work his Department is undertaking to examine this 
issue more closely; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16720/18]

17/04/2018WRL04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of the concerns raised by 
the Deputy in relation to the financial strain which the cost of insurance may place on commu-
nity, voluntary and charitable organisations such as men’s sheds.  As Minister for Finance, I am 
responsible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither 
I nor the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, 
as these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies as to 
the pricing level or terms or conditions that they should apply in respect of particular categories 
of policyholders.

However, what was recognised with the establishment of the Cost of Insurance Working 
Group was that the environment within which insurers conduct their business can be better 
shaped in order to make the Irish insurance market a more competitive one and also make it 
more attractive for new entrants.  In this regard, the initial focus of the Working Group was 
the issue of rising motor insurance premiums and the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance 
was published in January 2017.  The second phase of the Cost of Insurance Working Group 
under the Chairmanship of the Minister of State for Financial Services and Insurance, Michael 
D’Arcy TD, recently concluded its report in relation to employer liability and public liability 
insurance.  This Report acknowledges that many of the difficulties being faced by business are 
also impacting community groups such as men’s sheds. 

The Working Group’s Report makes 15 recommendations with 29 associated actions to be 
carried out.  The recommendations and actions are detailed in an action plan contained in the 
report with agreed timelines for implementation.  The recommendations, covering three main 
themes, include actions to:
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- Increase Transparency: enhance levels of transparency and improve data sharing and col-
lection processes;

- Review the level of damages in personal injury cases: request that the Law Reform Com-
mission undertake a detailed analysis of the possibility of developing constitutionally sound 
legislation to delimit or cap the amounts of damages which a court may award in respect of 
some or all categories of personal injuries; and

- Improve the personal injuries litigation framework: through a number of measures, name-
ly: 

(a)   ensuring potential defendants are notified in sufficient time that an incident has oc-
curred in relation to which a claim is going to be made against their policy; 

(b)   tackling fraudulent or exaggerated claims; and 

(c)    ensuring suitable training and information supports are available to the judiciary to 
assist in the fair and consistent assessment and awarding of damages in personal injury cases.

The primary focus of these reports was to examine the cost of insurance for motorists and 
for businesses in particular.  Having said that, it is envisaged that the implementation of all the 
recommendations from the two Reports cumulatively, with the appropriate levels of commit-
ment and cooperation from all relevant stakeholders, will also beneficially impact community, 
voluntary and charitable organisations.  The objective of delivering fairer premiums for con-
sumers and businesses, including those in the community and voluntary sector remains the 
desired policy goal.

17/04/2018WRL04300Tax Rebates

17/04/2018WRL04400279. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if a refund of income tax 
is due in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16749/18]

17/04/2018WRL04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the per-
son in question is a PAYE taxpayer who to date has not requested a review of their tax situation.

If the person wishes to initiate a review of their tax liability, they can either request an End 
of Year Statement (P21) or complete a Form 12. The quickest and easiest way to have a review 
completed is via ‘PAYE Services’ in ‘myAccount’ on the Revenue website www.revenue.ie.

All review requests must be made no later than four years after the end of the tax year to 
which the claim relates. The person may currently request a review for the tax years 2014 to 
2017 inclusive.

17/04/2018WRL04600Tax Compliance

17/04/2018WRL04700280. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether there are 
problems with tax compliance in the farm contracting sector; and his further views on whether 
compliant contractors are at a disadvantage. [16759/18]

17/04/2018WRL04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that tax 
compliance rates in Ireland are consistently high with the vast majority of taxpayers and busi-
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nesses meeting their payment and returns filing obligations on a timely basis.  However any 
non-compliance, by even a minority of individuals or sectors, deprives the Exchequer of much 
needed funds and puts compliant businesses at a competitive disadvantage. 

For these reasons, Revenue is very focused on ensuring all taxpayers and businesses, includ-
ing those in the farm contracting sector, complete their tax requirements in full and on time.  
To ensure the continued integrity of the tax system, Revenue uses a very comprehensive range 
of taxpayer and third party information, data analytics and intelligence to identify tax risk and 
non-compliance across all sectors, including the farming and agricultural contracting sectors. 

Once identified, Revenue’s response to non-compliance is driven by the level of risk in-
volved and can include various intervention types such as routine assurance checks, audit or in-
vestigation with a view to prosecution in the most serious cases.  Revenue may also opt to carry 
out sectoral based intervention projects depending on the type and prevalence of the identified 
risk.  In under-payment situations, Revenue will always seek to collect interest and penalties in 
addition to the outstanding tax.   

Revenue has assured me that the farm contracting sector is subjected to the same risk-based 
scrutiny as every other sector of the economy and is liable to the same level of sanction where 
non-compliance is discovered.  Also, compliant agricultural contractors can play a vital part in 
assuring a level playing field in the sector by providing Revenue (including anonymously) with 
any information they may have in regard to persons engaged in non-compliant practices.  This 
can be done either by using Revenue’s online tax evasion reporting form or by way of a letter 
to the local Revenue office. 

Finally, if the Deputy has any specific information relating to non-compliance in the farm 
contracting sector I would urge him to immediately provide the details to Revenue.

17/04/2018WRM00200Tax Reliefs Availability

17/04/2018WRM00300281. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce tax 
relief on membership subscriptions to trade unions as applies to costs for membership or sub-
scriptions to professional bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16817/18]

17/04/2018WRM00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A review of the appropriate treatment 
for tax purposes of trade union subscriptions and professional body fees was carried out by my 
Department in 2016 and included in the 2016 report on tax expenditures published on budget 
day 2016. The review may be found at the following link:

(http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2017/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Report%202016_
final.pdf)

The review concluded that:

“...analysis of the scheme using the principles laid down by the Department’s Tax Expendi-
ture Guidelines shows that it fails to reach the evaluation threshold to warrant introduction in 
this manner. 

The reinstatement of this tax relief would have no justifiable policy rationale and does not 
express a defined policy objective. Given that individuals join trade unions largely for the well-
known benefits of membership, and the potential value of the relief to an individual would 
equate to just over €1 per week, this scheme would have little to no incentive effect on the 
numbers choosing to join. There is no specific market failure that needs to be addressed by such 
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a scheme, and it would consist largely of deadweight.”

Given the conclusions of the review, I have no plans to reintroduce such a relief.

17/04/2018WRM00500Public Sector Staff Retirements

17/04/2018WRM00600282. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the public service superannuation (miscellaneous) provisions (amendment) Bill will be pub-
lished and presented to the Houses of the Oireachtas for approval (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15534/18]

17/04/2018WRM00700285. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when the increase in retirement age for public servants from 65 to 70 years of age will come 
into effect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16006/18]

17/04/2018WRM00800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 282 and 285 together.

I refer the Deputies to my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 53517/2017 on 14 December 
2017.

The legislation is on the list of priority legislation for publication in the Spring/Summer 
Session 2018.

17/04/2018WRM00900Departmental Funding

17/04/2018WRM01000283. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the level of public and State grant aid to an organisation (details supplied) since 2015; the level 
of projected State support to the end of 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15742/18]

17/04/2018WRM01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment provided grants totalling €1.95 million to Benefacts in the period 2015 to 2017 and con-
cluded a further funding agreement with Benefacts at the end of last year. Under this agreement 
a grant of €950,000 was provided for in 2018.  This grant was included in the 2018 Estimate 
for my Department, which was discussed at the Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, and Taoiseach on 22 February and will be voted on by the House in the 
coming weeks.

I understand that other Departments are assessing the potential to provide funding on a 
smaller scale in 2018.  This would include payments to deliver potential pilot data projects and 
uptake of ‘Benefacts Analytics’.  These grant amounts would be subject to the agreement of a 
business case and the application of public procurement rules for each public body. 

The funding agreement between my Department and Benefacts includes the following spe-
cific deliverables:

- The maintenance of the database on non-profits

- The public facing website

- The provision of Open Data files
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- A data file to the Central Statistics Office and

- A link to the database for Revenue Analysts.

The grant is also given to develop, pilot and test solutions to improve:

- Transparency of the non-profit sector

- Cross-agency access to data and

- The interaction between government and non-profit organisations.

17/04/2018WRM01200National Development Plan

17/04/2018WRM01300284. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
planned investment for Athlone as part of the national development plan, NDP; the timeframe 
for delivery of this investment; and the expectant job creation and projected population increase 
as a result of this investment. [15842/18]

17/04/2018WRM01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The ten-year 
National Development Plan (NDP) has been put in place to underpin the implementation of the 
National Planning Framework (NPF) to support the development of all counties and regions, 
both urban and rural areas.

The NDP sets out an investment programme of €116 billion, aligned to the ten National 
Strategic Outcomes (NSOs) detailed in the NPF which are critical to long-term economic, so-
cial and environmental sustainability in the period to 2040.  Investment in urban and rural 
regeneration and development, drawing on two new Funds with total resources of €3 billion 
established for this purpose have the potential to have a transformative impact on both urban 
and rural areas and communities countrywide.

Total funding of €8.8 billion is allocated to the NSO of strengthened rural economies and 
communities which is a cornerstone of NDP, including in relation to the delivery of the National 
Broadband Plan and significant investment in regional and local roads.  The NDP also contains, 
as a priority, increased investment in public transport including train fleets.  

Chapter 5 of the NDP details as a fundamental objective of the Plan the investment planned 
in enhancing regional growth potential through an integrated programme of measures includ-
ing, for example, regional sectoral clustering and the promotion of entrepreneurship on a re-
gional basis.  

The Plan also highlights the importance of strengthening Ireland’s international connectiv-
ity through continued investment in ports and airports, including under the Regional Airports 
Programme.  It sets out the major programme of investment planned in the heritage area includ-
ing in national parks and nature reserves.  Continued investment over the ten years of the Plan 
to ensure the sustainable management of water resources is a further investment priority which 
is clearly relevant to all regions and counties.  

Finally the Plan sets out the investments planned in the areas of quality childcare, education 
and health services which are a defining characteristic of attractive, successful and competitive 
places.

Under the NPF, and as set out in section 6.3 of the NDP, the three Regional Assemblies are 
now responsible for co-ordinating, promoting and supporting the strategic planning and sus-
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tainable development of their regions, consistent with the objectives of the NPF, through the 
preparation of Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES).  The RSES for the Eastern 
and Midland Region provides the opportunity for the priorities for Athlone, for example, that 
are included in the existing County Development Plan, to focus on sustainable growth, quality 
of life and on achievable employment and population growth within Athlone and the Eastern 
and Midland Region to be integrated into a regional investment plan which is expected to be a 
major driver of the implementation of the NPF.

Question No. 285 answered with Question No. 282.

17/04/2018WRM01600Office of Public Works Projects

17/04/2018WRM01700286. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
progress is expected on the delivery of a €3 million property and exhibit store for Naas Garda 
station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16202/18]

17/04/2018WRM01800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works can confirm that a project to provide a Property 
Evidence Management Store (PEMS) at Naas GS is at design stage currently.

17/04/2018WRM01900Flood Risk Management

17/04/2018WRM02000287. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if a review of the CFRAM plans affecting an area (details supplied) has been carried out with 
particular reference to new residential sites the drainage of which may be affected by various 
developments with potential to negatively impact upon house insurance; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16679/18]

17/04/2018WRM02100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The core strategy for addressing areas at potentially significant risk from flood-
ing is the Office of Public Works (OPW) Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
(CFRAM) Programme.  The Programme undertaken by engineering consultants on behalf of 
the OPW working in partnership with the local authorities, has involved the production of pre-
dictive flood mapping for each location, the development of preliminary flood risk management 
options and the production of Flood Risk Management Plans. 

The CFRAM Programme focused on 300 Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs) including 
90 coastal areas, mainly in urban locations nationwide, designated in 2012 as being at potential-
ly significant risk of flooding.  The flood risk for each of these areas has been assessed, through 
detailed engineering techniques to assess their risk and impact from flooding.  This risk and the 
proposed feasible measures, both structural and non-structural, identified to manage that risk 
are outlined in the Flood Risk Management Plans.  These Plans have been submitted by the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
for his approval and are expected to be launch in May.

The areas referred to by the Deputy was assessed, using detailed engineering analysis and 
extensive public consultation as part of the Eastern CFRAM Study. This consultation included 
observations from the relevant local authority. The flood risk for the area is assessed by the 
CFRAM Programme as being relatively low. The OPW is continuing to monitor the flood risk 
for this and all areas assessed under the CFRAM Programme. The OPW flood maps cannot be 
used for commercial purposes, including insurance.
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Planning decisions are a matter for the relevant planning authorities and are informed by the 
2009 Guidelines on the Planning System and Flood Risk Management, developed by the OPW 
and Department of Housing, Planning, and Local Government.

17/04/2018WRM02200Office of Public Works Properties

17/04/2018WRM02300288. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
tus of works at a Garda station (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16766/18]

17/04/2018WRM02400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works has acquired a property in Bailieborough to pro-
vide a new Garda Station.  The OPW, in conjunction with An Garda Síochána, is now finalising 
documentation and plans regarding the proposed works.  A Part 9 Planning application will be 
lodged in the next number of weeks.

17/04/2018WRM02500Public Sector Pay

17/04/2018WRM02600289. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
and timeframe to address remaining pay inequality issues in view of the fact that the report to 
the Houses of Oireachtas on new entrant salary scales has been published; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14964/18]

17/04/2018WRM02700290. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the report on costings of pay equality and the timeframe to achieve it as called for in an amend-
ment to section 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 will be published; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15127/18]

17/04/2018WRM02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 289 and 290 together.

As part of the negotiations last year leading to the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-
2020 all parties acknowledged “issues of concern relating to the increased length of salary scale 
for post 2011” new entrants and committed to examining these issues within 12 months of the 
commencement of the agreement.

In general the issues of concern relate to the insertion of two lower salary points at the bot-
tom of the existing salary scales, thereby lowering the point at which recruitment occurs in line 
with the economic cycle.

We started examining these issues with the Parties as soon as the Agreement was ratified 
back in October of last year.  At that point we agreed with staff representatives that a data gath-
ering and analysis exercise – to determine the individuals and grades effected – was a necessary 
first step in examining the issue.

Subsequent to that an amendment to Section 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 
2011 required me to submit a report on these matters within 3 months.

This I have done and the report was laid before the Oireachtas on Friday 16th March. It 
shows that there has been strong recruitment since 2011 to the estimated 237 recruitment grades 
across the public service, with over 60,500 new entrants hired or 19% of the public service. This 
includes over 16,000 teachers, nearly 5,000 Special Needs Assistants and almost 10,000 nurses. 
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In reality this figure would be even higher as numbers who joined and left the entry grades over 
the last 7 years - whether through promotion, resignation or retirement - are excluded.

Importantly it also quantifies the cost of a two point adjustment as approximately €200m 
and the potential benefit to the individual as €3,301 on average. It should be understood that 
these costs are not included in the €887m ring-fenced for the implementation of the Public 
Service Stability Agreement and the benefits would be on top of the progressive pay increases 
negotiated under that Agreement of between 7.4% and 6.2% (or up to 10% for new entrants 
hired after 2012).

It is intended that the report will provide the evidence base for further engagement over the 
coming months between the parties to explore how the matter can be addressed.

The Report to the Oireachtas makes clear this Government’s commitment to working with 
the parties to address these issues, in accordance with the terms of the PSSA and taking account 
of the significant costs involved. 

A copy of the Report can be found on my Department’s website: 

http://www.per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Report-to-Oireachtas-on-New-Entrant-Salary-
Scale-Issues.pdf

17/04/2018WRM03000Office of Public Works Properties

17/04/2018WRM03100291. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the status of the proposed car park at a Garda station (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15133/18]

17/04/2018WRM03200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I can confirm that the Office of Public Works (OPW) received an enquiry from 
local Gardaí about developing the parking facilities at the Garda Station in question.  

All requests for capital works at Garda Stations must be approved by Garda Estate Manage-
ment (GEM) of An Garda Síochána and funding confirmed before they can be scheduled by 
OPW for delivery.

17/04/2018WRM03300Public Sector Staff Data

17/04/2018WRM03400292. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number 
of Civil Service administrative officers recruited per annum; and the number of such staff in 
service per annum from January 2010 to December 2017, by Department (details supplied). 
[15168/18]

17/04/2018WRM03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The informa-
tion the Deputy has requested on the recruitment of Administrative Officers in the civil service 
is set out in the following file.

 Administrative Officers recruited by Department 2010 - 2017 (Source - National Shared 
Service Office, April 2018)
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Dept 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Agri-
culture, 
Food & 
the Ma-
rine

1 3 2 1 7 12 10

Attorney 
General’s 
Office

1

Business, 
Enter-
prise & 
Innova-
tion

1 7 6 8

Central 
Statistics 
Office
Children 
& Youth 
Affairs

2 1 5 2 7 7

Commu-
nications, 
Climate 
Action 
and 
Environ-
ment

5 2 5 8 5 11

Comp-
troller 
and 
Auditor 
General
Courts 
Service
Culture, 
Heritage 
& Gael-
tacht

4 2

Defence 2 3
Director 
of Public 
Prosecu-
tion

1

Educa-
tion and 
Skills

2 5 2 3 6
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Dept 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Employ-
ment Af-
fairs and 
Social 
Protec-
tion

1 2 6 7 5

Finance 11 14 44 2 13 21 30 29
Foreign 
Affairs 
And 
Trade

2 11 2 2 2 2 3

Garda 
Civilian
GSOC 2 1
Health 3 1 2 2 6 7 16 14
Housing, 
Planning 
& Local 
Govern-
ment

1 3 2 2 3 4 3

Justice & 
Equality

1 6 1 2 13 20

National 
Shared 
Services 
Office

1 4 2

Office 
of Gov-
ernment 
Procure-
ment

1 1

Office of 
Public 
Works

2

Oireach-
tas
Ombuds-
man

6 1 2 6

Policing 
Author-
ity
Public 
Appoint-
ments 
Service

1 1
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Dept 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Public 
Expen-
diture & 
Reform

8 26 2 20 38 47 45

Revenue 21 17 37 33 38 48 29
State 
Labora-
tory

1 1

Taoise-
ach’s

1 1 1 5 6 5 7

Trans-
port, 
Tourism 
and Sport

2 3 3 13 8

Presi-
dents 
Estab-
lishment

2

52 36 110 56 110 159 226 220

17/04/2018WRM03600Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

17/04/2018WRM03700293. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the amount 
of expenditure on consultancy by his Department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the number 
of consultants engaged by his Department in those years; the names of the consultancy com-
panies awarded contracts; and the steps which have been taken to reduce the expenditure on 
consultancy and the reliance on consultants by his Department in these years and for the future. 
[15203/18]

17/04/2018WRM03800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy on expenditure on consultancy and related matters is being com-
piled and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy shortly.

17/04/2018WRM03900Legislative Measures

17/04/2018WRM04000294. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of pieces of legislation both enacted and published by his Department which originated 
in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular 
form; the details of each piece of legislation in the corresponding year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15353/18]

17/04/2018WRM04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment has not enacted or published any pieces of legislation which originated in work carried out 
by the Law Reform Commission in the last 10 years.

17/04/2018WRM04200Legislative Programme
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17/04/2018WRM04300295. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the Data-Sharing and Governance Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15651/18]

17/04/2018WRM04400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Data 
Sharing and Governance Bill is a priority for the Government in the spring/summer legislation 
programme. The purpose of the Bill is to promote and encourage data sharing between public 
bodies by providing a statutory framework for data sharing for legitimate and clearly specified 
purposes that are compliant with data protection law; and to improve the protection of indi-
vidual privacy rights by setting new governance standards for data sharing by public bodies.

Work on the drafting of the Bill is nearing completion. The text is currently undergoing 
quality assurance by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel and I expect to be in a position to 
circulate the draft Bill to Government very shortly. Subject to approval by Government, I hope 
to publish the Bill in mid-May.

17/04/2018WRM04500Office of Public Works Projects

17/04/2018WRM04600296. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
OPW’s plans to address coastal erosion in Laytown, Bettystown and Mornington, County 
Meath; if he will publish details on the impact of erosion of the coastline in east County Meath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15726/18]

17/04/2018WRM04700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): While the Office of Public Works (OPW) does not have responsibility for 
coastal erosion policy or strategy, the OPW has undertaken a national assessment of coastal 
erosion (including erosion rates) under the Irish Coastal Protection Strategy Study (ICPSS) and 
the results of this study have been published on the OPW website. The relevant reports and as-
sociated predictive erosion hazard mapping (to 2050) may be viewed at https://www.opw.ie/en/
flood-risk-management/floodanderosionmapping/icpss/

This Study has surveyed and assessed the coastal erosion risk along the entire national 
coastline and this information is available to all Local Authorities, including Meath County 
Council, to enable them to meet their responsibility to develop appropriate plans and strategies 
for the sustainable management of the coastline in their counties.  These plans and strategies 
include the identification, prioritisation and, subject to the availability of resources, the imple-
mentation of works both of a structural and non-structural nature.

The Local Authorities may carry out coastal erosion works using their own resources. Where 
coastal erosion could give rise to a coastal flood risk, the OPW operates the Minor Flood Miti-
gation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme, under which applications for funding from local 
authorities are considered for measures costing up to €750,000 in each instance. In that context, 
funding for coastal erosion risk management studies may also be applied for under this scheme. 
Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for projects which meet the eligibility criteria 
including a requirement that the proposed measures are cost beneficial. 

The OPW has published guidelines for coastal erosion risk management measures and 
funding applications under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme, 
available on the OPW website at: https://www.opw.ie/en/media/Final%20Guidelines%20&%20
Schedules%20A%20&%20B%2030-03-12.pdf   
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17/04/2018WRM04800National Lottery Regulator

17/04/2018WRM04900297. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to ban or regulate third party bookmakers whose business model consists of taking bets 
on the national lottery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15766/18]

17/04/2018WRM05000304. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
sales code of practice on the website of the lottery regulator was written by the regulator or by 
the lottery operator; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16140/18]

17/04/2018WRM05100305. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
body responsible for monitoring the implementation of the national lottery’s sales code of prac-
tice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16141/18]

17/04/2018WRM05200306. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of licensed lottery agents for each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16142/18]

17/04/2018WRM05300307. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of special draws and additional or top-up prizes and the value of these held by the na-
tional lottery under clause 6.9.2 of the contract awarded to a company (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16143/18]

17/04/2018WRM05400308. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
fees paid to a company (details supplied) for its role in the awarding of the national lottery con-
tract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16144/18]

17/04/2018WRM05500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 297 and 304 to 308, inclusive, together.

I have been advised by the Office of the National Lottery Regulator as follows:

Pursuant to Clause 8.12 of the Licence to operate the National Lottery, the Operator is re-
quired to prepare the sales code of practice, and submit the Code to the Regulator for approval. 
Schedule 5 of the Licence further provides that the Operator shall review the Code at least once 
in each Financial Year and may submit amendments to the code to the Regulator for approval.  
The Regulator may approve a submitted Code and may make modifications to it before approv-
ing it.

The sales code of practice, on the National Lottery website, was written by the Operator and 
approved by the Regulator.  

In relation to the monitoring of the implementation of the sales code of practice, pursuant to 
Clause 8.17 of the Licence, the Operator is required to use its best endeavours to comply with 
the sales code of practice code and is also responsible for ensuring that every Retailer uses its 
best endeavours to comply with such provisions of the code of practice as are applicable. 

The Regulator is responsible for monitoring the Operator’s compliance with the Licence, 
including the sales code of practice.

The number of licensed Lottery agents since 2014 are as follows:

Year Licensed Lottery Agents. 
2014 3,739  (Core Network)
2015 4,002  (Core Network)
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2016 5,337  (4,008 Core Network and 1,329 Lot-
tery Select)

2017 5,780  (Core Network 3,969 and 1,811 Lot-
tery Select)*

*Of these, c.500 represent post offices that are co-located with a retail outlet

Since transition to the new Licence regime, the National Lottery has supported or conducted 
a total of 34 special draws and events, which resulted in additional prizes to 837 winners, 
through a variety of competitions, promotions and top-up prizes. The Regulator has advised 
that the Operator considers the value of these prizes to be commercially sensitive and has not 
consented to the release of this confidential information in accordance with Clause 20.6 of the 
Licence. Accordingly, while the Regulator has this information, I am advised that it cannot be 
released to the Deputy in accordance with Clause 20.6 of the Licence. 

The professional fees paid for financial and commercial advice received by my Department 
regarding the competition for the current National Lottery licence was €1,189,650.  It is worth 
noting that a fee of €405m was received into the Exchequer for the award of a 20 year licence 
to the Operator, PLI, in 2014. 

In regard to the matter of third party bookmakers taking bets on the outcome of the National 
Lottery, officials in my Department are engaging with the concerned parties with a view to de-
termining the appropriate policy response.

17/04/2018WRN00200Flood Risk Assessments

17/04/2018WRN00300298. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
recent change in flood risk assessment (details supplied) for Johnstownbridge, County Kildare 
will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16071/18]

17/04/2018WRN00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The core strategy for addressing areas at potentially significant risk from flood-
ing is the Office of Public Works (OPW) Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
(CFRAM) Programme. The Programme undertaken by engineering consultants on behalf of the 
OPW working in partnership with the local authorities, has involved the production of predic-
tive flood mapping for each location, the development of preliminary flood risk management 
options and the production of Flood Risk Management Plans. 

The CFRAM Programme focused on 300 Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs) including 
90 coastal areas, mainly in urban locations nationwide, designated in 2012 as being at potential-
ly significant risk of flooding. The flood risk for each of these areas has been assessed, through 
detailed engineering techniques to assess their risk and impact from flooding. This risk and the 
proposed feasible measures, both structural and non-structural, identified to manage that risk 
are outlined in the Flood Risk Management Plans. These Plans have been submitted by the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
for his approval and are expected to be launch in May.

Johnstownbridge in County Kildare was assessed, using detailed engineering analysis and 
extensive public consultation as part of the Eastern CFRAM Study. This consultation included 
observations from Kildare County Council. The flood risk for Johnstownbridge is assessed by 
the CFRAM Programme as being relatively low. The OPW is continuing to monitor the flood 
risk for this and all areas assessed under the CFRAM Programme.
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17/04/2018WRN00500Tourism Data

17/04/2018WRN00600299. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
annual visitor numbers at the County Donegal locations under the care of the OPW which are 
staffed to accomodate the public. [16072/18]

17/04/2018WRN00700300. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount spent on an annual basis on each OPW site which are either tourist attractions or open 
to the public. [16073/18]

17/04/2018WRN00800301. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount his Department budgets annually for the maintenance and promotion of Grianán of 
Aileach, County Donegal. [16074/18]

17/04/2018WRN00900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 299 to 301, inclusive, together.

The visitor admissions in 2017 at staffed (ie: Guided) sites in Co. Donegal operated by the 
Office of Public Works were as follows:

Site Name Admissions 2017*
Donegal Castle 55,166
Glebe House & Gallery 27,998
Newmills Corn & Flax Mills 3,258
*These are provisional figures and are subject to confirmatory audit.

Funding for the upkeep of Heritage estate in State care is provided through the Vote of the 
Office of Public Works, and OPW maintains in excess of 1,000 structures on approx. 780 sites 
nationwide.  70 of these locations are open as visitor attractions on either a fulltime or seasonal 
basis and a considerable number of the remainder are available as open sites where the public 
can freely visit but where specific visitor facilities are not in place.  Funds within the Vote are 
not generally allocated on a County basis but are held as a general resource to meet require-
ments on an as needed, nationwide basis.  Funds allocated for this estate in 2018 are as follows:

Subhead No. Site €m
Subhead I1 National Historic 

Properties(Includes all op-
erational and maintenance 
costs)

15,254

Subhead I2 National Monuments (In-
cludes maintenance staff 
wages, works and materials 
costs, utilities etc)

15,487

Subhead I3 Visitor Services (includes 
costs of presentation; Guide 
staff wages, advertising, 
website etc) 

9,308

The outturn on these Subheads for 2017 was:

Subhead No. Site €m
Subhead I1 National Historic Properties 15,052
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Subhead I2 National Monuments 15,950
Subhead I3 Visitor Services  9,590
Funds within the Vote in respect of National Monuments are not allocated on a site basis 

but are held as a general resource to meet any requirements arising; on that basis, spending on 
the Grianán an Aileach site in 2017 totalled €34,036.36, including wages for Caretaking and 
maintenance charges.

17/04/2018WRN01200Office of Public Works Staff

17/04/2018WRN01300302. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of persons employed by the OPW in County Donegal that have a role in tourism or the 
accomodation of visitors; and the locations in which those employees are based. [16075/18]

17/04/2018WRN01400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Glebe House and Gallery will be open to the public from 26 May 2018 to 
30 September 2018 and will have 6 Information Guides employed there during that period to 
provide services to visitors.

Donegal Castle is open throughout the year. From 28 March 2018 to 30 September 2018, 5 
Information Guides are employed there to provide services to visitors. 2 Information Guides are 
employed during the period from September to March.

Newmills Corn and Flax Mills is currently scheduled to open from 31 May 2018 to 30 Sep-
tember 2018 and will have 3 Information Guides employed there to provide services to visitors.

Information on visitor services provided by the Office of Public Works is available on the 
Heritage Ireland website www.heritageireland.ie.

17/04/2018WRN01500Office of Public Works Properties

17/04/2018WRN01600303. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
OPW has made efforts to secure new properties or previously owned properties along the Bor-
der in preparation for Brexit. [16081/18]

17/04/2018WRN01700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I can confirm that the Commissioners of Public Works have not taken measures 
to secure either new properties or previously owned properties along the Border in preparation 
for Brexit. 

The Government is continuing to work with the EU Taskforce and its EU27 partners with 
a view to achieving an orderly withdrawal, including a transition period, as well as agreeing 
a framework for an ambitious future relationship with the UK.  In this regard, a Protocol on 
Ireland and Northern Ireland is an integral part of the draft Withdrawal Agreement.  It is drafted 
to give legal effect to the commitments and guarantees provided in the EU-UK Joint Report of 
last December on avoiding a hard border and protecting the Good Friday Agreement in all its 
parts, including North South cooperation and rights. It also reflects the agreement reached on 
the maintaining the Common Travel Area.  

The Commissioners of Public Works, in liaison with the Department of Public Expenditure 
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and Reform, continue to contribute as appropriate to the whole-of-Government response to 
Brexit, which is being taken forward through the cross-Departmental coordination structures 
chaired by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Questions Nos. 304 to 308, inclusive, answered with Question No. 297.

17/04/2018WRN02300Flood Relief Schemes Data

17/04/2018WRN02400309. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of applications that have been made under the flood relocation scheme by county; the 
number that have been successful and refused respectively, by county; and his plans to make 
changes to the scheme. [16159/18]

17/04/2018WRN02500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): On April 11th 2017, the Government agreed the administrative arrangements 
for a Once-Off Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme for those primary residential prop-
erties that flooded during December 4th 2015 to January 13th 2016. This is a national scheme 
of humanitarian assistance, targeting aid at those worst affected properties, for which there are 
no alternative feasible measures. 

The Government decision confirmed that a homeowner had to meet a number of conditions 
to be eligible for assistance under this scheme, including:

- That floodwater entered and damaged the building during the relevant dates such as to 
render it uninhabitable.

- That the property was the homeowners primary residence at the time of the floods.

- That the affected property must have a significant probability of the recurrence of the flood 
depth, duration or frequency on a scale that could cause further serious and similar damage to 
the home.

- That the property is not due to or may not benefit from a planned or possible future major, 
minor or individual flood defence scheme.

- That the property may not be protected adequately from being flooded in the future at an 
economically feasible cost through other flood mitigation works including minor works, indi-
vidual property protection or other possible measures that can be considered at this time.

- That the homeowner is unable to obtain flood risk insurance.

The OPW has been working with each of the Local Authorities, using their extensive and 
detailed local knowledge, to identify the homes that flooded during the event, and of those iden-
tified which properties may not benefit from a known or possible engineering solution. 

In addition, homeowners also had the opportunity to express an interest to be considered 
under the scheme, directly with the OPW before July 28th 2017.

The up to date position in relation to properties being considered under this scheme is:

- 74 are currently being investigated for potential remedial works. If works are not deemed 
viable those homeowners will be contacted individually, in relation to being considered further 
under this once off scheme.

- 34 homeowners, following a desk based review that may not benefit from an engineering 
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solution have been individually met by the OPW to exchange information on their flooding 
experience and details of the scheme. 

Following these individual meetings, those homeowners deemed to potentially meet the 
eligibility criteria for the scheme will, in the coming weeks, be invited to apply for a site inspec-
tion of their home. This assessment will consider the primary residence against the criteria for 
the scheme, including if there is a possible localised engineering solution. 

There are a small number of other homeowner’s that the OPW is liaising with in relation to 
their expression of interest.

The OPW has received 9 appeals from homeowners who expressed an interest, but who the 
OPW concluded their homes did not qualify for the Scheme.  

The numbers of homes within the process are changing weekly as the process evolves and 
as assessments are carried out.  

The overall number of homes currently under consideration for the Scheme is relatively low 
which presents a risk that individual homeowners could be identified by providing data on a 
County level. 

17/04/2018WRN02600Garda Station Expenditure

17/04/2018WRN02700310. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the in-
vestment made by the Office of Public Works on Malahide Garda station since 2016; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16410/18]

17/04/2018WRN02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I can confirm that a total of just under €235,000 has been spent by the Office of 
Public Works on Malahide Garda Station from 1 January 2016 to date.  This amount represents 
the cost of repairs to and maintenance of building fabric and mechanical and electrical installa-
tions and systems in the period in question.

The table below shows the breakdown of that expenditure by year.

Year Totals (to nearest €00)
2016 €71,400
2017 €90,700
2018 to date €72,900
Grand Total €235,000

17/04/2018WRN02900Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRN03000311. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of clerical officers and clerical assistants in his Department on temporary contracts 
by years of service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil Service 
when they have served a fixed period of time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16435/18]

17/04/2018WRN03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm 
to the Deputy that there are no Clerical Officers or Clerical Assistants on temporary contracts 
in my Department.
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17/04/2018WRN03200Drainage Schemes Status

17/04/2018WRN03300312. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 62 of 18 January 2018, the status of works on the river (details 
supplied). [16515/18]

17/04/2018WRN03400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) carries out a programme of Arterial Drain-
age Maintenance to a total of 11,500 km of river channel and approximately 730 km of em-
bankments nationally. These maintenance works relate to arterial drainage schemes completed 
by the OPW under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995. The OPW has a statutory duty to 
maintain the completed schemes in proper repair and effective condition. The annual mainte-
nance programme typically involves some clearance of vegetation and removal of silt build-up 
on an average five-yearly cycle. Each year, work is carried out to approximately 2,000 km of 
channel and about 200 structures around the country. Maintenance of all drainage schemes car-
ried out under earlier Acts, known as Drainage Districts, is the responsibility of the relevant 
Local Authority.

The OPW is responsible for the maintenance of the Brosna Drainage Scheme, which in-
cludes the channel that flows through Kilbrennan. The blockage at Kilbrennan was investigated 
and scheduled maintenance of the channel will commence when the environmental window al-
lows, taking account of restrictions imposed by this being a spawning channel as well as a sec-
tion of the channel being in a Special Area of Conservation. The landowner has been informed 
of the current position.

17/04/2018WRN03500State Properties Data

17/04/2018WRN03600313. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of State owned properties in each county, including property owned by local authorities; the 
acreage of land owned by the State in each county; the acreage of land owned by the State in 
each county that is suitable for residential construction; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16620/18]

17/04/2018WRN03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As part of the 
Public Service Reform Plan, one of the actions under the Government’s Property Asset Man-
agement Delivery Plan was the creation of an Intra-State Property Register. The Office of Pub-
lic Works hosts this Register, which is a work-in-progress. The Register contains basic details 
of properties held by 94 public bodies. While the Office of Public Works hosts the Register, the 
properties and the data relating to them are the responsibility of the organisation that holds the 
property. The main use of the Register is to facilitate intra-state transfer of properties which are 
surplus to one State organisation but which are required by another. Intra-State transfers of such 
property assets makes for a more efficient use of the State’s property portfolio. 

The population of the Register is ongoing by State bodies, and it includes a range of prop-
erty types with varying levels of completeness. Each State body is responsible for the data they 
provide and for responding to requests for information on the property, they hold. In relation 
to the properties held by the Commissioners of Public Works, I refer you to the recent PQ 
55217/17 answered on 16th January 2018.

Similarly, with regard to the local authority residential land bank, its active management is 
part of a range of complementary actions being progressed under the Rebuilding Ireland: Ac-
tion Plan for Housing and Homelessness, designed to accelerate and increase housing output.  
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In that regard, I refer to the reply to the identical Question asked of the Minister for Housing, 
Planning, Community and Local Government on today’s Order Paper.

17/04/2018WRN03800Office of Government Procurement

17/04/2018WRN03900314. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of tendering projects the Office of Government Procurement is managing with regards 
to the construction of residential property on State owned land; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16623/18]

17/04/2018WRN04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My colleague, 
the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, has responsibility for the delivery 
of the Government’s Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness, Rebuilding Ireland.  The Of-
fice of Government Procurement (OGP) has assisted the Department of Housing, Planning and 
Local Government in relation to one aspect of the plan through the establishment of a Frame-
work for the provision of rapid delivery housing projects.  This involves the construction of 
social housing projects on sites provided by the Contracting Authority. To date, three Local 
Authorities have tendered for six housing projects to deliver 123 social housing units under the 
Framework. While the OGP facilitated the development of the Framework, the tender processes 
and any consequent contracts awarded under the Framework are managed by the respective 
Contracting Authorities, the Local Authorities in these cases.

17/04/2018WRO00200Flood Prevention Measures

17/04/2018WRO00300315. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if flood 
alleviation funding will be made available for flood prevention works in Ballybay, County 
Monaghan; when work will commence; if planning has been commenced, completed or ap-
proved for the works; when the works will be completed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16626/18]

17/04/2018WRO00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The core strategy for addressing areas at potentially significant risk from flood-
ing is the Office of Public Works (OPW) Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
(CFRAM) Programme. The Programme, undertaken by engineering consultants on behalf of 
the OPW working in partnership with the local authorities, has involved the production of pre-
dictive flood mapping for each location, the development of preliminary flood risk management 
options and the production of Flood Risk Management Plans. 

The CFRAM Programme focussed on 300 Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs) including 
90 coastal areas, mainly in urban locations nationwide, designated in 2012 as being at potential-
ly significant risk of flooding. The flood risk for each of these areas has been assessed, through 
detailed engineering techniques to assess their risk and impact from flooding. This risk and the 
proposed feasible measures, both structural and non-structural, identified to manage that risk 
are outlined in the Flood Risk Management Plans. 

Ballybay was studied as part of the North Western – Neagh Bann CFRAM Programme. The 
proposed measure for Ballybay consists of a series of flood embankments and walls. These hard 
defences will extend for a total length of 2.5km with an average height of 1.6m. 

In summer 2017, the OPW finalised all Plans and each Plan was submitted to the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform for an independent review of the environmental assessments 
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and in last month, the Commissioners of Public Works have submitted the Flood Risk Manage-
ment Plans to the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform for approval. 

The National Development Plan 2018-2027 commits to almost €1 billion in funding for 
flood relief schemes, with annual Capital funding for the OPW doubling to €100m by 2021. 
This funding will support continued investment in schemes at construction and design. Once 
the Plans are approved, I intend to announce a prioritised initial tranche of schemes proposed 
by the Plans to progress to detailed project level assessment and that provide greatest return for 
Government investment.

17/04/2018WRO00500Foirne Scoile

17/04/2018WRO00600316. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an bhfuair 
sé comhfhreagras a sheol scoil i gContae Dhún na nGall (sonraí tugtha) chuige chun a gcás 
eisceachtúil a chur in iúl dó ó thaobh foireann teagaisc de; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina 
thaobh. [14941/18]

17/04/2018WRO00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Foilsítear na critéir a bhai-
neann le leithdháileadh poist mhúinteoireachta go bliantúil ar shuíomh gréasáin na Roinne. 
Úsáidtear an sceideal foirne don scoilbhliain ábhartha agus rolluithe na ndaltaí ar an 30 Meán 
Fómhair roimhe sin mar eochairthoisc chun na hacmhainní foirne a chuirtear ar fáil i ngach 
scoil faoi leith a chinneadh.

Tá na critéir a bhaineann le Príomhoide Riaracháin a cheapadh i scoil, a bhaineann le rollú, 
leagtha amach in Aguisín B de Chiorclán 0010/2018. Ní shásaíonn an scoil dá dtagraíonn an 
Teachta na critéir sin. Ní féidir na socruithe sin a athrú.

Feidhmítear an sceideal foirne go soiléir agus go trédhearcach agus caitear le gach scoil den 
chineál céanna ar an mbealach céanna beag beann ar an áit ina bhfuil siad.

The criteria used for the allocation of teaching posts is published annually on the Depart-
ment website. The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at indi-
vidual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on 
the previous 30 September. 

The criteria for the appointment of an administrative principal to a school, which are enrol-
ment related, are set out in Appendix B of Circular, 0010/2018. The school referred to by the 
Deputy does not meet this criteria. There is no scope to deviate from these arrangements.

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location.

17/04/2018WRO00800Third Level Expenditure

17/04/2018WRO00900317. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the budget for 
psychotherapy services for September 2018 in third level institutions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14947/18]

17/04/2018WRO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department allocates 
recurrent funding to the Higher Education Authority (HEA) for direct disbursement to HEA 
designated higher education institutions. The HEA allocates this funding as a block grant to 
the institutions. As autonomous bodies, the internal disbursement of this funding, including the 
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funding of student services, is a matter for the individual institution.

Details of expenditure incurred in respect of counselling services in the third level sector 
are outlined in the following table.  Data in respect of the academic year 2016/17 is not imme-
diately available, however, it is expected that it would be broadly in line with previous years. 

 Date Universities & Colleges 
(incl MIC, NCAD & St An-
gela’s College)

IoTs

2014/15 €3,853,638 €2,185,196
2015/16 €4,185,682 €2,299,286
Student services and associated activities are an integral part of the whole student experi-

ence at third level. Student services support each individual student achieve his/her intellec-
tual, cultural and social potential while supporting and complementing the formal academic 
programme.  Student services can fall under a number of headings, particularly ‘Welfare and 
Guidance’ which includes counselling services, health promotion, careers service, multi-faith, 
racial and ethnic cultural support.  

The Deputy may wish to note that AHEAD, the Association for Higher Education Access 
and Disability, is supported through an annual grant from the HEA towards the cost of the 
activities of the organisation.  In 2016, AHEAD in partnership with the National Learning Net-
work (NLN), published a report called ‘Mental Health Matters’, a study into the experiences 
of students with mental health difficulties.  The study found that the majority of HEIs have ser-
vices supporting students with mental health difficulties and some institutions have dedicated 
services for students. 

The report made a number of recommendations such as the promotion of mental health 
awareness to students on their induction, the provision of mental health awareness at institu-
tional level for staff and institutions adopting a whole of campus strategic response to meet the 
needs of students experiencing mental health difficulties. Implementation of the recommenda-
tions is being progressed by AHEAD and its partners. 

The HEA also plan to work with the HSE to develop national guidance for higher education 
institutions in relation to suicide risk and critical incident response, thereby helping to address 
any gaps which may exist in the prevention of suicide in higher education.

17/04/2018WRO01100Oireachtas Members’ Remuneration

17/04/2018WRO01200318. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the payments 
made to each Member of the Houses of the Oireachtas under the Oireachtas leave scheme for 
teachers in each of the years 1985 to 2009, in tabular form. [15305/18]

17/04/2018WRO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of the payments 
made to individual teacher members of the Houses of the Oireachtas who availed of the special 
leave and pay arrangement scheme that existed prior to September 2009 are personal to the 
individual.

The following table contains the aggregate payments made in the period July 2003 to De-
cember 2008 and the number of individual members who received payments under the terms 
of the scheme. This data was abstracted from information compiled a number of years ago and 
was accessible in my Department.   
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To obtain the information requested by the Deputy for the period 1985 to July 2003, it would 
be necessary to undertake a comprehensive check of historic manual files held in offsite storage 
facilities to determine what information is available for that period. This would be a significant 
administrative overhead.  The consent of the individuals for the release of the details would also 
have to be obtained.

Aggregate Payments made to Teacher Members of the Houses of the Oireachtas during the 
period July 2003 to December 2008

 - Jul - Dec 
2003

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Aggregate 
payments 
made to 
teacher 
members 
of the 
Houses 
of the 
Oireachtas 

€64,570 €77,296 €57,103 €48,668 €35,408 €11,930

Number of 
individuals 
paid

12 10 9 9 9 4

17/04/2018WRO01400Court Judgments

17/04/2018WRO01500319. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
the seven settlements made as part of the ex gratia scheme set up following a judgment (details 
supplied) that were as a result of physical abuse only.  [15373/18]

17/04/2018WRO01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In earlier PQs, I explained 
to the Deputy that because the type of abuse suffered by an individual is personal to that indi-
vidual, the information cannot be disclosed by any State body or organisation holding that data.

17/04/2018WRO01700School Patronage

17/04/2018WRO01800320. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration 
is being given to the divestment of a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15812/18]

17/04/2018WRO01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, I have announced new plans aimed at accelerating the provision of multi-denomina-
tional and non-denominational schools across the country, in line with the choices of parents, 
families and school communities and the Programme for Government commitment to reach 
400 such schools by 2030. 

In relation to the school to which the Deputy refers, my Department will consider any re-
quest that may be made by the existing patron for a transfer of patronage to a multi-denomina-
tional patron under the “early movers” provision of the Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity 
process.  I understand that multi-denominational patronage bodies are currently engaging lo-
cally to establish and progress parental wishes around alternative patronage.
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17/04/2018WRO02000School Transport Provision

17/04/2018WRO02100321. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an eligible 
or concessionary school ticket can be facilitated for a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16276/18]

17/04/2018WRO02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently over 116,000 children, including over 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at a total cost of 
almost €190 million in 2017.

Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are 
eligible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attending their 
nearest education centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos 
and language.

Bus Éireann has advised that the child in question is not attending her nearest post primary 
centre and is therefore not eligible for school transport.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only. Concessionary transport is subject to a number of terms and conditions including 
the availability of spare seats on an existing service and payment of the annual charge. 

Bus Éireann has confirmed that there are still seats available on an existing service and the 
family should liaise with their local Bus Éireann office if they wish to avail of transport on a 
concessionary basis. 

The terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme are applied equitably on a national 
basis.

17/04/2018WRO02300Education and Training Boards

17/04/2018WRO02400322. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress to 
date on the construction of a new headquarters for counties Louth and Meath Education and 
Training Board (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14943/18]

17/04/2018WRO02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may 
be aware, the project to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to the local Education 
and Training Board (LMETB).

The project is currently at stage 2 B of the architectural planning process and a revised stage 
2 B cost plan, to include some necessary additional works, has been submitted to my Depart-
ment for consideration.  The project will proceed as soon as funding permits for this project 
type.

17/04/2018WRO02600Teacher Recruitment

17/04/2018WRO02700323. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the initiatives 
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or strategies under way or planned to recruit more teachers into secondary school subjects in 
which there is a shortfall in teaching applications, particularly language subjects; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14967/18]

17/04/2018WRO02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, additional investment has allowed the successful recruitment of over 5,000 additional 
teachers in the last two years.  Since 2012/2013, there are 8,900 more teachers in our schools. 
No other part of the public service has seen growth on this scale, which is testament to the Gov-
ernment’s commitment to, and the importance of education in, fulfilling our national ambitions.

The numbers of graduates from initial teacher education (ITE) programmes have also re-
mained stable. Over 8,000 primary and 7,600 second level teachers have graduated in the last 
five years and in 2018 it is estimated that approximately 3,300 primary and post primary teach-
ers will graduate.

In December of last year I launched the Strategy for Foreign Languages in Education and 
Implementation Plan, which set out a roadmap to put Ireland in the top ten countries in Europe 
for the teaching and learning of foreign languages, through a number of measures targeted at 
improving proficiency, diversity and immersion.  

As part of the implementation of the Strategy, I am determined to deliver increased teacher 
supply in foreign languages. In that regard, following consultation with the Irish Universities 
Association, I recently announced 380 additional places on post primary ITE programmes for 
2018, including 100 at postgraduate level in the priority areas such as foreign languages and 
Irish.

I also convened the first meeting of the Teacher Supply Steering Group, which is chaired by 
the Secretary General of my Department, on 26 March.  The Group will consider the issues that 
impact on teacher supply, including: policies and arrangements for schools and teachers that 
impact on teacher mobility/supply; promotion of the teaching profession; initial teacher educa-
tion policy, provision, funding and support; and data/research requirements.

The Steering Group will oversee a programme of actions according to strict timelines and 
clear deliverables to meet important needs.  In undertaking its task, the Group will be cognisant 
of the requirement that all persons wishing to teach in recognised schools must meet the profes-
sional registration standards and criteria set by the Teaching Council, which is the professional 
regulatory body for the teaching.  The Steering Group is due to meet again shortly.

17/04/2018WRO02900Teaching Qualifications

17/04/2018WRO03000324. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
amend the requirements for acceptance on a professional master of education, PME, course in 
order that recognition of prior learning is taken into account; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that more persons would apply for PME if previous qualifications were considered 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14968/18]

17/04/2018WRO03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I understand that the Dep-
uty’s question refers to recognition of additional post-graduate qualifications which a candidate 
may already have before applying for a post-primary Professional Masters in Education (PME), 
in such a way that the overall duration of the PME would be reduced for that candidate.

The introduction of changes to the duration and content of post-graduate initial teacher edu-
cation (ITE) programmes were made in response to recommendations in the National Strategy 
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to Improve Literacy and Numeracy among Children and Young People 2011-2020 and were 
incorporated into the Teaching Council’s Policy Paper on the Continuum of Teacher Education 
and Criteria and Guidelines for Programme Providers. Both were published in 2011.

The increase in duration, to two years for post-graduate ITE programmes, allows for sub-
stantial periods of school placement as well as a number of mandatory elements such as Litera-
cy & Numeracy. These reforms are focused on improving the quality of teaching in our schools, 
which is central to the educational outcomes of our children.

The Deputy may wish to note that I have recently convened the first meeting of a new 
Teacher Supply Steering Group, on 26th   March 2018, which is chaired by the Secretary Gen-
eral of my Department. The Group has a mandate to consider the issues that impact on teacher 
supply, including the length of ITE programmes, and oversee a programme of actions accord-
ing to strict timelines and clear deliverables to meet important needs. In undertaking its task, 
the Group will be cognisant of the requirement that all persons wishing to teach in recognised 
schools must meet the professional registration standards and criteria set by the Teaching Coun-
cil, which is the professional regulatory body for the teaching.

17/04/2018WRO03200Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRO03300325. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of a school building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14987/18]

17/04/2018WRO03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The building project at 
St. Conleth’s Junior & Senior National Schools is an extension refurbishment project, which 
includes an extension to each School, a new build General Purpose Hall and a Special Needs 
Unit.

The project is currently at Stage 2B of Architectural Planning - Detailed Design Stage, 
which includes applications for all statutory consents, including Planning Permission, Disabil-
ity Access Certificate and Fire Safety Certificate and also the preparation of tender documenta-
tion. Planning Permission for this project was received in August 2017.

The Stage 2B report has been received and is under review by my Department.  A letter has 
recently issued to the school with regard to a timeframe for progression to tender.

17/04/2018WRO03500Teachers’ Remuneration

17/04/2018WRO03600326. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
regularise the situation of teachers with regard to equal pay for equal work; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14991/18]

17/04/2018WRO03700340. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date 
on which the report on the costings of pay equality and the timeframe to achieve it as called for 
in an amendment to section 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 will be made; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15163/18]

17/04/2018WRO03800348. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeframe 
to end pay inequality for teachers in view of the fact the issue has been ongoing for over seven 
years (details supplied); the timeframe to act on the issue of pay inequality in view of the immi-
nent conclusion of the pay review; his plans to resolve the issue of pay inequality; and the jus-



Questions - Written Answers

186

tification of a position that is contrary to the principle of equal pay for equal work. [15285/18]

17/04/2018WRO03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 326, 340 and 348 together.

The public service agreements have allowed a programme of pay restoration for public ser-
vants to start. I, together with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, 
negotiated a 15-22% pay increase for new teachers. The agreements to date have restored an 
estimated 75% of the difference in pay for more recently recruited teachers and deliver conver-
gence of the pay scales at later points in the scale.

As a result of these changes, the current starting salary of a new teacher is €35,958 and from 
1 October 2020 onwards will be €37,692.

To have gone further than the pay increases that have been negotiated for 2018 would mean 
I would have had less money available to hire over 1,000 extra SNAs and over 1,000 extra 
teachers.

Differential pay scales were introduced by the then Government in 2010. It must be borne 
in mind that the pay reduction for post-2011 entrants applied to all public servants and not just 
teachers, and that any restoration of these measures in respect of teachers would be expected to 
be applied elsewhere across the public service.

In accordance with the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017, the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform recently laid before the Oireachtas a report on the matter of the pay of 
new entrants to the public service. The report assesses the cost of a further change which would 
provide a two scale point adjustment to new entrants recruited since 2011. The total cost of such 
an adjustment across the public sector is of the order of €200 million, of which Education ac-
counts for €83 million. The report also acknowledges that during the financial crisis there were 
policy changes which affected remuneration in different occupations across the public sector 
(including education). Addressing any issues arising from changes which are not specifically 
detailed in the report would give rise to additional costs over and above the foregoing figures.

Any further negotiation on new entrant pay is a cross sectorial issue, not just an issue for the 
education sector. The Government also supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI 
legislation, having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of 
the essential role played by public servants.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform’s report will inform discussion on remain-
ing salary scale issues with the parties to the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 in 
accordance with the commitment in the Agreement to consider the issue of newly qualified pay. 
That process commenced with a first meeting on 12 October 2017.  The three teacher unions at-
tended that first meeting. The Minister recently announced that further talks will begin on 27th 
April with all public service unions in relation to new entrant pay.

17/04/2018WRO04000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/04/2018WRO04100327. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the hours 
of special needs assistants in a school (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14992/18]

17/04/2018WRO04200405. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
review special needs assistant hours at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [15773/18]

17/04/2018WRO04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 327 and 405 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that DES Circular 0013/2017 for primary schools and 0014/2017 
for post primary schools were published on 7th March 2017. 

These Circulars set out the details of the new model for allocating special education teachers 
to schools.

The revised allocation process replaces the generalised allocation process at primary and 
post primary school level for learning support and high incidence special educational needs, 
and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocation process which provided 
additional resource teaching supports to schools, to support pupils assessed as having Low 
Incidence disabilities. 

The new Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for spe-
cial educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational 
profile. 

Allocations based on the school profiles were issued to all schools on 7th March.  

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special educa-
tional needs. Substantial research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all of the evidence points to the 
fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children.  

No school, has lost supports as a result of the implementation of the new model. In addition, 
no school received an allocation, for the support of pupils with complex needs, less than the 
allocation they received to support such pupils during the 2016/17 school year.  

An additional 900 teaching posts have been provided to support the introduction of this new 
allocation model. The provision of an additional 900 teaching posts is a very significant invest-
ment in the provision of additional teaching support for pupils with special educational needs 
in our schools.  

The additional funding provided additional supports to over 1300 schools who identified as 
needing additional supports as a result of the new model while ensuring that no school received 
a reduced allocation.

The new funding will ensure that all schools receive a sufficient allocation of special educa-
tion needs resources to provide additional teaching support to all pupils, including pupils who 
have yet to enrol in their school, who require such support.  

In relation to the school referred to by the Deputy, the profiling model had indicated a pro-
filed special educational need for this school of 47.5 teaching hours. 

However, as no school received an allocation, on the introduction of the new model, which 
was less than the allocation they received in the previous school year, the school maintained 
an allocation of 53.6 hours and it was indicated that within this allocation there was a retained 
element of 6.1 hrs. This equates to over 2 full time special education teachers in the school and 
is a very significant allocation for a school of this size.

The new Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for spe-
cial educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational 
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profile.

Under the new allocation model, schools have been provided with a total allocation for spe-
cial education needs support based on their school profile.  

Included within this is an allocation for: 

- A school educational profile component; which includes:

- An allocation for pupils with complex needs

- The learning support needs in schools as evidenced by attainment levels in standardised 
test results

- The social context of the school including disadvantage and gender

- Baseline component provided to every mainstream school to support inclusion, prevention 
of learning difficulties and early intervention. 

The provision of a profiled allocation is designed to give a fairer allocation for each school 
which recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which pro-
vides a graduated allocation which takes into account the actual level of need in each school.    

It is acknowledged and accepted that schools will have some additional pupils with special 
educational needs enrolling to their school subsequent to the profiles having been developed. 

However, for the most part these will be balanced by the fact that some students who had 
additional teaching needs in the previous year will have left the school. The baseline is also 
designed to ensure that schools have some capacity to provide additional support to pupils. 

Where a school profile significantly changes following the allocation process e.g. a devel-
oping school where the net enrolment numbers significantly increase year on year additional 
allocations may be made. 

The criteria for qualification for mainstream school developing school posts are set out in 
DES Circular 17/2017 (Primary School Staffing Schedule) and DES 10,11,12/2017 (Post Pri-
mary School Staffing Schedule).

Schools who qualified for additional mainstream developing school posts in accordance 
with these criteria also qualified for additional Special Education Teaching Allocations to take 
account of this developing status. 

It is also acknowledged that there will be some schools where exceptional circumstances 
may arise. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) will be available to support schools 
where schools have developed and implemented appropriate plans for the deployment of their 
special education needs teaching resources, but the school considers that further support may 
be required. This support may involve Continuing Professional Development or further training 
for school staff, advice in relation to the support plans that are in place, and possibly a review 
process once schools can clearly demonstrate that exceptional circumstances have arisen in the 
school. 

The NCSE has also now published details of how schools can seek a review of their alloca-
tions, including the utilisation of their allocations, in circumstances where a school considers 
that very exceptional circumstances have arisen subsequent to the development of the profile.  
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Should schools consider that they fulfil the criteria for a review on the grounds of excep-
tional circumstances, details of this review process are available at:

  http://ncse.ie/review-of-special-education-teacher-supports-where-there-are-exceptional-
circumstances-or-needs-arising-in-a-school 

The NCSE has reviewed an application from the school concerned for a review on the 
grounds of exceptional needs and has advised that it was not considered that the school re-
quired a review of its allocation. A review on the grounds of exceptional circumstances arising 
will only be conducted where the school profile changes very significantly, beyond which the 
school profile is provided to cater for, or where very exceptional circumstances have arisen in a 
school beyond a schools capacity to provide additional teaching support once their allocations 
are utilised effectively.

The NCSE has advised, however, that they will be in a position to provide additional guid-
ance or support for this school and to discuss any issues which the school may have in man-
aging their available resources, and to assist the school in managing the utilisation of their 
allocation to support all children who need additional teaching support in the school, should the 
school wish to avail of such support.

17/04/2018WRO04400DEIS Status

17/04/2018WRO04500328. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which a school (details supplied) can apply for DEIS status; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15062/18]

17/04/2018WRO04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Schools are not required 
to make an application for inclusion in the DEIS programme as all schools are assessed using 
a new uniform identification model.

We have, for the first time, introduced an objective, statistics based model for deciding 
which schools merit inclusion in the DEIS Programme, so that all stakeholders can have confi-
dence that we are targeting extra resources at those schools with the highest concentrated levels 
of disadvantage. The methodology adopted to assess levels of disadvantage in schools is based 
on centrally held data with a uniform application across the entire school system to assess levels 
of disadvantage in Primary and Post-Primary schools. 

A detailed document explaining the methodology used in the Identification process is avail-
able on the Department’s website at 

  https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Op-
portunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Identification-Process.pdf

An update of the identification model is currently underway. This will take account of up-
dated school data as provided by schools for the current school year combined with the Pobal 
HP Index of Deprivation, based on CSO Small Area Population statistics derived from the 2016 
National Census. It is envisaged that this process will be completed in the coming weeks.

Should this exercise reveal that any school, including the school referred to by the Dep-
uty, which did not qualify for DEIS in 2017 meets the criteria applicable to schools with the 
highest concentration of disadvantage based on the updated information then additional schools 
may be included subject to available resources.
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17/04/2018WRO04700Special Educational Needs Data

17/04/2018WRO04800329. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria 
employed when allocating specialist autism places to children for primary school; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15090/18]

17/04/2018WRO04900331. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the legal obliga-
tions on his Department to provide adequate specialist autism unit places to children in primary 
schools in each county and region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15093/18]

17/04/2018WRO05000332. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
specialist autism unit places in counties Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and Roscommon by school and 
county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15094/18]

17/04/2018WRO05100334. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of applications received for the academic year commencing in September 2018 by the special 
education needs organiser based in Manorhamilton, County Leitrim; the number of applications 
per school and area being sought in tabular form; the way in which he plans to accommodate the 
number of applications in the respective schools and areas for September 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15096/18]

17/04/2018WRO05200335. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the procedure 
in circumstances in which children attending school who have autism have been in mainstream 
class rooms if and when an autism specialist unit is established at the same school; if these 
children are automatically given the places in the new autism unit; if they remain in mainstream 
class rooms; if there is an assessment carried out to determine same; if so, the person or body 
which carries out same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15097/18]

17/04/2018WRO05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 329, 331, 332, 334 and 335 together.

My Department’s policy is that children with special educational needs including those with 
Autism, should be included in mainstream placements with additional supports provided, un-
less such a placement would not be in their best interests or in the interests of the children with 
whom they are to be educated, as is provided for under Section 2 of the Education of Persons 
with Special Needs Act 2004. 

To this end my Department has allocated SNA support to over 12,000 extra pupils since 
2011 and currently provides 13,400 resource teachers to meet the additional learning needs of 
children with Special Educational Needs including Autism.

Since 2011, the increase in SNAs has been 3,545, including an additional 2,080 posts in the 
last two years.

The number of resource teachers has increased by 3,660 since 2011, including 1,600 ad-
ditional posts in the past two years. The number of special classes has risen by 712 since 2011, 
including 277 new classes in the past two years. 

Most children with special education needs attend mainstream class, but some require the 
environment of a special class. This can be due to significant difficulties in areas such as behav-
iour or sensory needs which have not been ameliorated, even with appropriate intervention, in 
mainstream.

The decision to enrol a student in a special class should take account of:
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- the student’s strengths, abilities and needs

- the student’s experiences and outcomes to date (in preschool or primary as appropriate)

- the interventions that were or could be put in place, within available resources to support 
the student’s inclusion in mainstream education

- the views of parents, students, teachers and other relevant professionals, as appropriate.

In order to access a special class a student must have a report from a relevant professional 
(for example, psychologist, speech and language therapist, psychiatrist) stating that:

- S/he has a disability in line with the designation of the special class in question and

- S/he has complex learning needs that require the support of a special class setting and the 
reasons why this is the case.

Under no circumstances should a school place a student in a special class without such a 
professional report. This should be reflected in the school’s enrolment policy and where par-
ents of such students choose to apply to a school with special class places available the student 
should be admitted.

However, in schools where there are more applicants than places available a selection pro-
cess may be necessary. This selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based 
must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants. However, 
this may result in some students not obtaining a place in the school of their first choice.

Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian to the 
Secretary General of my Department, or in the case of an Educational Training Board (ETB) 
school to the ETB in the first instance, where a Board of Management of a school, or a person 
acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student in a school, expels a student or suspends 
a student for 20 or more days in any school year. Further information on the Section 29 appeals 
process is available on the Department’s website www.education.ie.

The enrolment of a child to a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents of the 
child and the Board of Management of a school. My Department has no role in relation to pro-
cessing applications for enrolment to schools and it does not maintain details of the number of 
enrolment applications in schools.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in consultation with the relevant education partners, 
is responsible for the establishment of special classes in various geographical areas where there 
is an identified need.

Schools may apply to the NCSE to open a special class where a need has been identified in 
their area. For example where a number of students have professional reports indicating they 
require the support of a special class.

Before approaching a particular school to request the establishment of a special class, SE-
NOs take into account both present and future potential need within the area and must be satis-
fied that the class is sustainable and appropriately located. 

There are currently 5 special schools and 94 special classes attached to mainstream schools 
in the Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and Roscommon areas. 

Since 2011 the number of ASD special classes have increased from 4 to 11 in Co. Sligo, 
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from 2 to 5 in Co. Leitrim, 17 to 44 in Co. Donegal and Co. Roscommon from 4 to 18 in Co. 
Roscommon. 

The NCSE has advised my Department that it intends to establish 12 new ASD classes in 
the counties referred to by the Deputy for the 2018/19 school year: 5 new Primary ASD classes 
and 7 new Post-Primary ASD classes.

The NCSE are continuing to engage with school in all areas where there is an identified need 
for additional special class provision to ensure there will be sufficient placements available to 
meet identified need.

Accordingly, the NCSE advises parents to seek to enrol their child, by applying in writing, 
to the school/s of their choice as early as possible.  Where parents have been unsuccessful in 
enrolling their child in a special school or special class placement for the 2018/19 school year, 
they should update their local SENO to inform the planning process. Contact details are avail-
able at www.ncse.ie. 

The Deputy may be aware that during the Committee Stage debate of the School Admis-
sions Bill, I outlined my intention to include a provision that will provide, based on reports and 
advice from the NCSE, a power for the Minister to require a school to open a special class or 
increase the number of special classes in schools identified by the NCSE. My Department of-
ficials are currently engaging with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel on the development 
of legislative proposals on this matter which they hope to bring forward to Government for 
approval.   

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs are available on 
www.ncse.ie in county order, and with new classes identified. 

17/04/2018WRO05400School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRO05500330. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if in order to 
qualify for future capital funding for a school, such as summer works or capital works, that the 
school must have provision for special education needs including autism; and if so, the way in 
which he plans to reconcile the existing infrastructure and staffing deficit within schools to meet 
this requirement. [15091/18]

17/04/2018WRO05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that it is not mandatory that schools make provision for special needs including autism, in order 
to qualify for capital funding, including Summer Works Scheme funding. The provision of spe-
cial education facilities is dependent on the demand and existing provision in an area.

Where additional accommodation is required, it is open to all schools to submit an applica-
tion to the Department for consideration. Application forms are available on my Departments 
website at www.education.ie.

Questions Nos. 331 and 332 answered with Question No. 329.

17/04/2018WRP00300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/04/2018WRP00400333. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the provision of a specialist autism unit for a school (details supplied); if it will be ready for the 
academic year commencing in September 2018; if not, when it will be available for use; the 
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number of places it will have; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15095/18]

17/04/2018WRP00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has recently become aware that the National Council for Special Education 
has sanctioned a special class for pupils with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) at the schools 
in question.  To date, my Department has no record of receiving an application for additional 
accommodation from the schools referred to in respect of this sanction.  

Any application received will be considered and a response will be conveyed to the school 
authority in due course.  An application form may be accessed on my Department’s website 
www.education.ie.  

Questions Nos. 334 and 335 answered with Question No. 329.

17/04/2018WRP00800Schools Facilities

17/04/2018WRP00900336. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if each school in 
County Wexford that does not have a physical education hall will be provided with same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15107/18]

17/04/2018WRP01000337. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a stan-
dard size for a school hall; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15108/18]

17/04/2018WRP01100338. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools in 
County Wexford that have applied for a new school hall or an upgrade to their school hall; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15109/18]

17/04/2018WRP01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 336 to 338, inclusive, together.  

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department is fully committed to providing that schools 
who wish to offer the new Leaving Certificate Physical Education Specification and the Senior 
Cycle Physical Education Framework (non-examinable) in the future will be able to do so.

The Deputy will be aware that under the National Development Plan (NDP), increased 
funding has been provided for the school sector capital investment programme.  This funding 
allows for a continued focus on the provision of new permanent school places to keep pace with 
demographic demand and also provides for an additional focus on the refurbishment of exist-
ing school buildings to include the building and modernisation of PE facilities in post-primary 
schools.  

Under the Ireland Project 2040, we will invest €8.4 billion (compared to €4.9 billion in the 
previous decade) in primary and post primary school buildings.  This will include the provi-
sion of 50 large scale school building projects and 20,000 school places in state of the art new 
buildings.  

This ramp up in funding will take place progressively over the period of the NDP, with sig-
nificant increases becoming available in later years.  The immediate priority of my Department 
is providing 20,000 new and replacement school places each year, to ensure that every child 
has a school place.  

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department has received an application for capital fund-
ing to provide a new P.E. Hall from the C.B.S. Secondary School, New Ross.  The increased 
funding being provided over the period of the NDP will provide an increased scope at that time 
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to address applications from schools such as CBS Secondary School, New Ross.  I also wish to 
advise the Deputy that every new post primary school is built with state of the art P.E. facilities.  
The typical size of a new PE hall is 1,048 sq. metres; this may sometimes vary depending on 
site conditions etc.  

17/04/2018WRP01500Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRP01600339. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of the construction of the new building for a school (details supplied); and when students will 
occupy same. [15137/18]

17/04/2018WRP01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers is currently scheduled for completion in May 2018.  Therefore, subject to no is-
sues arising, the building will be ready for occupation in May 2018.

Question No. 340 answered with Question No. 326.

17/04/2018WRP01900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/04/2018WRP02000341. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a student (details 
supplied) who has provided evidence of a need for a SNA will be considered for such support 
while waiting for formal diagnosis in order to provide equal opportunity to fulfil their potential. 
[15166/18]

17/04/2018WRP02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) are provided to assist recognised schools to cater for pupils with disabilities, who have 
additional and significant care needs, in an educational context and where the nature of these 
care needs have been outlined in medical and other professional reports as being so significant 
that a pupil will require additional adult assistance in order to be able to attend school and to 
participate in education.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), is responsible, through its network 
of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating a quantum of Special 
Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care 
needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on the Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA 
support will receive access to such support. 

In considering applications for SNA supports for individual pupils, the SENOs take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.  
SNA support is allocated to schools to support pupils based on their assessed care needs, as 
opposed to being allocated on the basis of a particular disability diagnosis.  The NCSE has an 
Information booklet for parents in relation to the SNA scheme on its website: www.ncse.ie.  
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Schools who wish to make applications for SNA support should apply to the NCSE.  The 
deadline for applying for SNA support for the 2018/19 school year was extended from 28 Feb-
ruary to 7 March 2018 due to the effects of adverse weather.  The NCSE continues to accept 
applications after this date. 

The NCSE aims to respond in May 2018 to valid applications for access to SNA support 
received.  

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support on the grounds that Department policy was 
not met in accordance with Circular 0030/2014. 

Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school considers that the NCSE, in apply-
ing Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level of SNA supports to the school to 
meet the special educational and/or care needs of the child/ren concerned.

If a parent considers that their child is not accessing a sufficient level of SNA support they 
should address their concerns to the school in the first instance. 

All schools have the contact details of their local SENO and parents may also contact their 
local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details 
available at http://ncse.ie/seno-contact-list.

17/04/2018WRP02200Departmental Expenditure

17/04/2018WRP02300342. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of ex-
penditure on consultancy by his Department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the number 
of consultants engaged by his Department in those years; the names of the consultancy com-
panies awarded contracts; and the steps which have been taken to reduce the expenditure on 
consultancy and the reliance on consultants by his Department in these years and for the future.  
[15199/18]

17/04/2018WRP02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of consultancy 
payments made by my Department for the years 2015 to 2017 inclusive are available on the 
Department’s website http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Corporate-Reports/Financial-
Reports/Expenditure-on-Consultancy/.  

It is the policy of my Department to minimise to the greatest extent possible the use of ex-
ternal consultancy, however external consultants are hired occasionally in circumstances where 
particular expertise is not available internally and where it is deemed to add value and indepen-
dence to the overall work of the Department.  My Department continues to monitor proposals 
to engage external consultants to ensure value for money.

17/04/2018WRP02500Post-Leaving Certificate Courses

17/04/2018WRP02600343. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the capacity for a 
community school in an area of disadvantage to offer PLC courses if it wishes to do so; the 
steps the community school must undertake to be eligible to provide PLC courses; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15206/18]

17/04/2018WRP02700344. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the conditions a 
community school has to meet to offer PLC courses; the regulations it has to meet in respect 
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of QQI; the cost of meeting these regulations; if funding is provided to community schools in 
respect of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15207/18]

17/04/2018WRP02800382. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the conditions a 
community school has to meet to offer PLC courses; the regulations to be met in respect of 
QQI; the cost of meeting these regulations; if his Department provides funding to community 
schools in respect of this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15537/18]

17/04/2018WRP02900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 343, 344 and 382 together.  

The PLC programme has a national CAP of 30,000 approved places annually. Currently all 
of these places are allocated to the Education & Training Boards (ETBs) and a number of Vol-
untary Secondary and Community and Comprehensive Schools. SOLAS are responsible for the 
allocation of PLC places, however all of the approved places have been allocated for 2018/19. 

In order to be considered by SOLAS for approval to run PLC courses, the provider must 
have a Quality Assurance System and have this Quality Assurance System approved and reg-
istered with QQI.  Also the courses (programmes) that they are seeking to offer must also be 
validated by QQI.  Any costs associated with this approval process are a matter for the provider. 
Details of this process and associated costs can be found on the QQI website: https://www.qqi.
ie.  

In January, I published the an ESRI evaluation of the PLC programme along with the SO-
LAS response, which sets out 45 recommendations to address the findings of the evaluation 
and improve the quality of the learner experience, learner outcomes and overall programme 
efficiency. 

A SOLAS led PLC Programme Improvement Advisory Committee, comprised of PLC part-
ners, has been established by SOLAS to oversee development and implementation of a three 
year programme improvement plan, based on the recommendations set out in the SOLAS re-
sponse.  These include a review of the geographic distribution of PLC places in the context of 
the overall FET provision available to meet the needs of learners and employers in each ETB 
catchment area, taking into account a number of factors including population and deprivation 
index.  

Specifically in relation to small scale provision (colleges with fewer than 100 students) the 
recommendation from SOLAS is that further analysis of small scale PLC provision should be 
carried out in the context of delivering improved resource utilisation, operational efficiencies, 
student supports and employer engagement. 

17/04/2018WRP03100Schools Building Projects

17/04/2018WRP03200345. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Topical Is-
sue No. 2 on 21 March 2018 regarding provision for a location for a school (details supplied), 
the timescale for the delivery of the new site for the school; the impediments regarding same; 
when the school will be in a position to develop this facility to the next phase; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15219/18]

17/04/2018WRP03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As outlined in my response 
to the Topical Issue to which the Deputy refers, a project to provide a permanent school build-
ing for the school in question is included on my Department’s capital programme.  Officials in 
my Department are working closely with officials in the relevant local authority in accordance 
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with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and acquisition of a 
suitable site to facilitate the school building project.  A potential site option has been identified 
and engagement with the relevant landowner is currently underway with a view to clarifying 
some outstanding technical issues.  Unfortunately it is not possible at this time to give a time-
frame for the acquisition of the school site, however all parties are working to progress the 
proposed acquisition as expeditiously as possible.  

Once the site has been secured, a project to provide permanent accommodation for the 
school will be progressed into the architectural planning process.  

17/04/2018WRP03400Third Level Fees

17/04/2018WRP03500346. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the circumstances 
in which an Irish citizen who has not been resident for the purpose of Irish and EU college fees 
for the required period of time can avail of an exception to enable them to qualify for same. 
[15257/18]

17/04/2018WRP03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The position is that in or-
der to qualify for funding towards tuition fees, students must be first-time undergraduates, hold 
inter alia EU/EEA/Swiss nationality in their own right, and have been ordinarily resident in an 
EU/EEA/Swiss state for at least three of the five years preceding their entry to an approved third 
level course.  

Where undergraduate students do not qualify for free fees they are required to pay fees to 
their higher education institution at either an ‘EU rate’ or a higher ‘Non-EU rate’.  

My Department responded previously to concerns about the impact of the free fees eligibil-
ity criteria on individuals who have had, for occupational or economic reasons, to move abroad, 
requiring them to take their children out of the Irish education system in the process.  

To this end, in March 2014 my Department requested that the Higher Education Authority 
(HEA) advise the higher education sector that full-time undergraduate students who:

- Hold EU/EEA/Swiss nationality but do not meet the residency clause of the Free Fees 
Initiative; and

- have completed five academic years of study (at either primary or post-primary level) in 
an EU/EEA/Swiss State; and 

- commence their first undergraduate course of study in an approved institution here from 
the following academic year onwards, 

should be charged the EU rate of fee rather than the higher non-EU rate by their higher 
education institution.  

This approach was implemented for new students from the commencement of the 2014/15 
academic year. 

It is a matter for the institutions to apply this policy to such students.  I am not aware of any 
particular issues arising from the implementation of this policy direction. 

17/04/2018WRP03700School Staff
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17/04/2018WRP03800347. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress a matter regarding teachers at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15280/18]

17/04/2018WRP03900393. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a recent decision 
to refuse an appeal by a school (details supplied) regarding provision of an additional teacher 
for the 2018/2019 academic year will be reversed; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15656/18]

17/04/2018WRP04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 347 and 393 together.  

The criteria used for the allocation of teaching posts is published annually on the Depart-
ment website.  The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at indi-
vidual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on 
the previous 30 September.  

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location.  

The staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staff-
ing appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board.  Details of the appeal process 
and application form are available in Circular 0010/2018, “Staffing Arrangements in Primary 
Schools for the 2018/19 School Year”, which is published on the Department website.  

The school referred to by the Deputy submitted an application for consideration by the 
Appeals Board at its March meeting under Criterion A – “Exceptional Accommodation Dif-
ficulties”.  The Appeals Board considered the appeal and determined that it did not warrant the 
allocation of an additional post under Circular 0010/2018.  

The school has been notified of the outcome of the appeal. The Appeals Board operates 
independently of the Department and its decision is final.  

Question No. 348 answered with Question No. 326.

17/04/2018WRQ00200Schools Building Projects Data

17/04/2018WRQ00300349. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
school places created and capital expenditure, both nationally and by county, on school building 
projects since 2010, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15301/18]

17/04/2018WRQ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following table out-
lines the capital spend by county on large scale projects for the period 2010 to 2017.  In addi-
tion, the table includes, on a county basis, the total number of school places provided by the 
completion of large scale projects over the same period.

County 2010 - 2017 Additional Places Replacement Places Total Places
Carlow €30,365,030.35 1,314 280 1,594
Cavan €45,086,220.99 1,140 781 1,921
Clare €20,987,184.86 1,084 936 2,020
Cork €215,520,200.35 8,978 3,678 12,656
Donegal €34,496,250.08 1,901 370 2,271
Dublin €530,011,313.22 30,348 2,432 32,780
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Galway €124,392,938.59 5,851 1,956 7,807
Kerry €30,653,306.98 548 1,396 1,944
Kildare €135,296,241.17 8,084 1,558 9,642
Kilkenny €24,852,795.80 829 336 1,165
Laois €47,469,193.86 3,664 2,696 6,360
Leitrim €2,268,824.16 100 300 400
Limerick €63,762,997.25 2,124 2,320 4,444
Longford €11,327,916.95 364 0 364
Louth €102,970,974.64 4,328 2,548 6,876
Mayo €31,689,270.87 558 280 838
Meath €152,637,287.51 11,447 2,432 13,879
Monaghan €44,233,748.39 1,595 168 1,763
Offaly €46,769,147.08 1,753 2,341 4,094
Roscommon €9,649,387.92 560 84 644
Sligo €13,659,529.50 287 837 1,124
Tipperary €35,221,463.19 340 852 1,192
Waterford €39,660,114.55 1,962 1,638 3,600
Westmeath €23,481,219.85 934 1,348 2,282
Wexford €75,620,284.53 2,832 1,554 4,386
Wicklow €70,404,352.01 2,763 2,336 5,099

17/04/2018WRQ00500Apprenticeship Programmes

17/04/2018WRQ00600350. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of the 
proposed butcher apprenticeship; when it will be launched and available for interested parties 
to apply to; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15315/18]

17/04/2018WRQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
An apprenticeship in butchery, with the Associated Craft Butchers of Ireland as industry lead 
and a consortium of industry and education and training providers, is currently being developed 
into a national apprenticeship programme, as part of the Government’s plan to double the num-
ber of apprenticeships.  The consortium submitted this programme for validation to Quality and 
Qualifications Ireland (QQI) earlier this month and subject to successful validation will get un-
derway in September 2018.  The apprenticeship will lead to an award at Level 5 on the National 
Framework of Qualifications with off-the-job training delivered in the first instance by Mayo, 
Sligo and Leitrim Education and Training Board.

17/04/2018WRQ00800Legislative Measures

17/04/2018WRQ00900351. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
legislative measures both enacted and published by his Department which originated in work 
carried out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular form; the 
details of each legislative measure in the corresponding year; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15346/18]

17/04/2018WRQ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department of Educa-
tion and Skills has not enacted or published legislation which originated in work carried out by 
the Law Reform Commission in the past ten years.
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17/04/2018WRQ01100Physical Education

17/04/2018WRQ01200352. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools being in-
cluded in the trial of physical education being taught as a leaving certificate subject; the number 
of these schools that are fee paying; the number that are public; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15357/18]

17/04/2018WRQ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Approximately 360 schools 
applied to participate in the Phase 1 roll-out of the Leaving Certificate Physical Education 
(LCPE) specification and/or the Senior Cycle Physical Education (SCPE) Framework from 
September 2018, with many applications being of high quality.  80 schools were selected for 
participation in Phase 1.  It is my intention that all schools will be able to offer LCPE and/or 
SCPE from September 2020, with preparation for their introduction commencing during the 
2019/20 school year.

 Of the 80 schools selected for participation in Phase 1 of the implementation of LCPE and 
SCPE, 7 are fee-charging schools.  The remaining 73 schools are non fee-charging schools.

17/04/2018WRQ01400Special Educational Needs

17/04/2018WRQ01500353. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children with special needs in an area (details supplied) who do not have an appropriate primary 
or second level school place in September 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15360/18]

17/04/2018WRQ01600354. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps being 
taken to ensure that a child (details supplied) in County Cork receives an appropriate second 
level school place in the child’s catchment area for September 2018. [15366/18]

17/04/2018WRQ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 353 and 354 together.

My Department provides for a range of placement options and supports for schools, which 
have enrolled students with special educational needs, including those with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD), in order to ensure that wherever a child is enrolled, s/he will have access to an 
appropriate education.

Most children with special educational needs attend mainstream class, but some require the 
environment of a special class or special school.  This decision is based on a professional as-
sessment in consultation with the NCSE.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which is a separate independent statu-
tory body, plans and co-ordinates the provision of education and support services to children 
with special educational needs, in consultation with the relevant education partners and the 
Health Service Executive (HSE).

The NCSE is aware of emerging need from year to year, and where special provision, in-
cluding special class or special school provision, is required, it is planned and established to 
meet that need.

In Cork City and County there are 222 special classes of which 23 are Early Interven-
tion ASD classes, 102 Primary ASD classes and 50 Post-Primary ASD classes in mainstream 
schools for 2017/18 school year.
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The NCSE has advised my Department that it intends to establish 27 new classes in the city 
and county for the 2018/19 school year including 4 new Early Intervention ASD classes, 17 
new Primary ASD classes and 5 new Post-Primary ASD classes.

The NCSE has advised my Department that there is an emerging need for additional Special 
School placement options in the Cork area.  My Department continues to work with the NCSE 
to ensure that there is appropriate planning in place to ensure that all children who require spe-
cial school placements can access such placements.  This process is ongoing.

The enrolment of a child in a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents of the 
child and the Board of Management of a school.  My Department and the NCSE has no role in 
relation to processing applications for enrolment to schools.

Accordingly, the NCSE advises parents to seek to enrol their child, by applying in writing, 
to the school/s of their choice as early as possible.  Where Parents have been unsuccessful in 
enrolling their child in a special school or special class placement for the 2018/19 school year, 
they should update their local SENO to inform the planning process.  Contact details are avail-
able on www.ncse.ie.

The NCSE has advised that they continue to work with schools, parents, NEPS, health 
professionals and other staff who are involved in the provision of services in the Cork area for 
children with special educational needs, to ensure that each child has a school placement ap-
propriate to their needs for the 2018/19 school year.

The Deputy may be aware that during the Committee Stage debate of the School Admis-
sions Bill, I outlined my intention to include a provision that will provide, based on reports and 
advice from the NCSE, a power for the Minister to require a school to open a special class or 
increase the number of special classes in schools identified by the NCSE.  My Department of-
ficials are currently engaging with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel on the development 
of legislative proposals on this matter which they hope to bring forward to Government for 
approval.

With reference to the student referred to by the Deputy, the NCSE has advised officials in 
my Department that, based on the professional report available to them, a post-primary place-
ment has been identified and notified to the parents.

In general, children with special educational needs are eligible for school transport if they 
are attending the nearest special class that is or can be resourced, to meet their special educa-
tional needs under my Departments criteria.  Most but not all children with Special Educational 
needs avail of this support.

17/04/2018WRQ01900Bullying in Schools

17/04/2018WRQ02000355. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if school inspec-
tors are reporting on the implementation of the anti-bullying policies (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15377/18]

17/04/2018WRQ02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Departments Anti-
Bullying Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools are designed to give direction and 
guidance to school authorities and school personnel in preventing and tackling school-based 
bullying behaviour amongst its pupils.  The procedures recognise that a positive school culture 
and climate is key and set out a very practical way on what schools must do to both prevent 
bullying and to deal with bullying when it occurs.



Questions - Written Answers

202

All primary and post primary schools are required to adopt and implement an anti-bullying 
policy that fully complies with the requirements of the procedures.  A template policy is pro-
vided in the procedures to help facilitate schools in this regard.

The procedures include a number of specific measures in respect of homophobic bullying 
including a requirement on all schools to have in place education and prevention strategies that 
explicitly deal with homophobic and transphobic bullying.  The education and prevention strat-
egies that the school will implement must be documented in the anti-bullying policy and must 
explicitly deal with the issue of identity-based bullying including in particular, homophobic and 
transphobic bullying.

To help schools in developing a positive whole-school approach the Department has pro-
duced a range of guidance documents and has also supported the provision of guidance by 
civil society organisations. “Being LGBT in School – A Resource for Post-Primary Schools 
to Prevent Homophobic and Transphobic Bullying and Support LGBT Students”, which was 
developed by the Gay and Lesbian Equality Network (GLEN) with the support of my Depart-
ment, provides guidance in relation to supporting LGBT students in schools.  The resource, 
which is available on my Department’s website, includes a section that addresses the specific 
support needs of students who identify as transgender.  The non-governmental organisation, 
Transgender Equality Network Ireland (TENI) provided advice and support to ensure that this 
information is both practical and respectful to the needs of young people who are transgender.

The Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST) Wellbeing Team have also 
developed a number of resources in the area of Relationship and Sexuality Education (RSE) in 
conjunction with representative groups.  These resources, which are available at http://sphe.ie/
resources.aspx, include guidance for teachers, schools and guidance counsellors on their role 
in supporting LGBT students.  PDST also offer a specific 1 day Seminar on Gender and Sexual 
Orientation.  This seminar is for teachers of Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) and 
RSE and explores the experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender young people.  Par-
ticipants receive the ‘Growing Up LGBT’ resource and explore how to raise awareness through 
both the curriculum and at a whole school level.

In addition, inclusive education is a mandatory area of study in programmes of initial teach-
er education (ITE).  The ITE graduate is required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
of the factors that promote and hinder learning, the impact of pupils’ backgrounds and identi-
ties on learning and the need to provide for the holistic development of the learner, particularly 
through differentiated approaches.

My Department’s Inspectorate, as part of its whole-school evaluation inspections of schools, 
specifically examines schools compliance with the anti-bullying procedures including the ac-
tions taken to create a positive school culture and to prevent and tackle bullying.  Where the 
Inspectorate encounter non-compliance with the anti-bullying procedures relevant findings are 
included in whole-school evaluation reports published on my Department’s website.

17/04/2018WRQ02200Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRQ02300356. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
proposed special school for County Louth that will merge two schools (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15378/18]

17/04/2018WRQ02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
a project to provide permanent accommodation for the schools in question is included on my 
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Department’s Capital Programme.

Officials in my Department are liaising with officials in the relevant local authority in ac-
cordance with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the acquisition of a suitable site 
to facilitate the building project.  The proposed location for the schools, on the Cement Road 
in Drogheda, has been agreed and all parties are currently working to finalise the terms of this 
proposed acquisition and advance matters as quickly as possible.

Subsequent to the completion of the site acquisition process, subject to no issues arising, the 
project to deliver the new schools will progress into architectural planning. 

17/04/2018WRQ02500Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRQ02600357. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
major building project at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15381/18]

17/04/2018WRQ02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed 
Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and Disability Ac-
cess Cert and the preparation of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have been obtained.

In May 2017, the Department gave approval to the school authorities to have their Design 
Team commence the process of Pre-Qualification of Contractors and the Department has been 
informed by the Design Team that this process is complete.

The Design Team has recently submitted a revised Stage 2(b) submission to my Depart-
ment.  Upon review of this submission and providing no issues arise, my Department will revert 
to the school with a timeframe for progression of the project to tender stage.

A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.  A letter recently issued 
from my Department to the school and its Design Team outlining the projected timeframe for 
progression of this project to tender and construction stage and the steps involved.

17/04/2018WRQ02800School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRQ02900358. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding two projects at a primary school (details supplied) in County Cork. [15392/18]

17/04/2018WRQ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): It is planned to carry out 
one project at the school to which the Deputy refers which would encapsulate traffic manage-
ment issues as necessary and if possible.

Funding was originally allocated to the school under my Department’s Additional Accom-
modation Scheme 2014 to provide 4 mainstream classrooms, 2 SET rooms and a WC for as-
sisted users.

The school subsequently sought an increase in funding to address traffic management is-
sues.  The design proposal put forward by the school in this regard was not acceptable to my 
Department.

An official from my Department’s Professional and Technical team visited the school re-
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cently.  On foot of this visit, the school was issued with alternative design suggestions.  My 
Department is awaiting a response to these from the school authority.

17/04/2018WRQ03100Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

17/04/2018WRQ03200359. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a 
scheme in place which a PLC student can access to assist in meeting accommodation costs 
while studying. [15419/18]

17/04/2018WRQ03300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
PLC learners are entitled to apply for student grant funding under the same terms, conditions 
and rates as third level students, details of which are available on the SUSI website at www.
susi.ie.

 Under the terms of the scheme, grant assistance is awarded to Post Leaving Certificate stu-
dents who meet the prescribed conditions of funding including those which relate to nationality, 
residency, approved course, previous academic attainment and means.

The student maintenance grant is a contribution towards the living costs of a student and 
is not intended to cover the full costs of attending college.  The scheme does however provide 
for different levels of maintenance support, depending on means.  Grants are also provided at 
adjacent and non-adjacent rates.  The higher non-adjacent rates are intended to provide addi-
tional support to those students, including PLC students, who may be living away from home.

17/04/2018WRQ03400Departmental Meetings

17/04/2018WRQ03500360. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
meetings officials from his Department have had with Kildare County Council in the past five 
years regarding the provision of schools for south County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15422/18]

17/04/2018WRQ03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department works 
closely with local authorities in respect of the provision of schools generally.

In the first instance, my Department is included among the prescribed bodies to whom local 
authorities are statutorily obliged to send draft local area and development plans or proposed 
variations to plans for comment and observations.  This enables local authorities to identify 
potential future school sites and to develop phasing strategies where relevant.

In order to plan for such future school provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, 
my Department divides the country into 314 school planning areas.  My Department uses a 
Geographical Information System to identify where the pressure for school places across the 
country will arise.  This system uses data from a range of sources.  Where demographic data 
indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional provision is de-
pendent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the circumstances, 
be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools

- Provision of a new school or schools.
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Where the requirement for a new school is established, my Department engages with the rel-
evant local authority under the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Minister 
for Education and Skills and the County and City Managers’ Association on the acquisition of 
sites for school planning purposes.  The MOU allows my Department to harness local authori-
ties’ long-standing experience and knowledge in respect of planning, property and acquisitions 
generally.

In the context of provision of schools for south County Kildare, there is ongoing engage-
ment with Kildare County Council at a senior level in respect of current and future school site 
requirements. 

17/04/2018WRQ03700Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

17/04/2018WRQ03800361. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the case of a per-
son (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15440/18]

17/04/2018WRQ03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Very significant numbers 
of third-level students move out of home to go to college and continue to be supported by their 
parents while in full-time education.  The purpose of the Student Grant Scheme is to provide 
additional assistance where parental income is below a certain threshold or in the case of inde-
pendent mature students, where the level of income of the student and his or her spouse war-
rants additional assistance by way of a grant.

Under the Student Grant Scheme, an applicant’s class is defined at his/her first point of entry 
to an approved higher or further education course and this will continue to apply for the dura-
tion of his/her studies.

The re-entry provision of the scheme allows mature students who have previously attended 
an approved course and are now entering an approved course following a break in studies of at 
least three years, to have their status reclassified from dependent to independent student.

I have been advised by SUSI that the student to which the Deputy refers, was assessed and 
a decision issued last November.  Under the Student Support Act 2011, an applicant who is ag-
grieved by a determination of an awarding authority can appeal to an appeals officer within the 
statutory time period of 30 days.  I have been advised by SUSI that no appeal was made by the 
student and that he is now outside of the statutory time limit for making an appeal.  The Deputy 
will appreciate that my Department cannot intervene in this statutory process. 

17/04/2018WRQ04000School Staff

17/04/2018WRQ04100362. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a matter regard-
ing a school (details supplied) will be reviewed to ensure that his Department allocates an ad-
ditional teacher to the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15447/18]

17/04/2018WRQ04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The criteria used for the al-
location of teachers to primary schools is published annually on the website of the Department 
of Education and Skills.  The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided 
at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrol-
ments on the previous 30 September.

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location.
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Staffing arrangements for the 2018/19 school year are set out in circular 0010/2018 which 
is available on my Departments website.

The staffing schedule includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal under 
certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board.  Details of the criteria for appeal are contained 
in the staffing schedule, Circular 0010/2018.

The school referred to by the Deputy submitted an appeal for consideration by the Appeals 
Board for the May 2018 meeting of the board under Criterion E – Small Schools. The school 
will be notified of the outcome of the appeal after this meeting takes place. 

The Appeal Board operates independently of the Minister and the Department and its deci-
sion is final.

17/04/2018WRQ04300Ministerial Appointments

17/04/2018WRQ04400363. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
a matter (details supplied) relating to appeals under section 29 of the Education Act 1998; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15450/18]

17/04/2018WRQ04500364. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
a matter (details supplied) relating to appeals under section 29 of the Education Act 1998; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15451/18]

17/04/2018WRQ04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 363 and 364 together.

Section 29 appeal hearing committees have to date been composed of three members, and, 
as set out in section 29 1 (2) of the Education Act, 1998 “each of which shall include in its mem-
bership an Inspector and such other persons as the Minister considers appropriate.” 

The current panel of Ministerial appointees who serve as section 29 appeal committee mem-
bers are all persons who have worked in the education sector, including teaching in and man-
aging schools in the Primary and Post-Primary sectors, working in the Educational Welfare 
Service and serving in my Department’s Inspectorate Division.

Ministerial appointments to this panel have, to date, been made following examination of 
expressions of interest, made to my Department by those who have had considerable experience 
of working at a senior level in the education sector.

No appointments have been made to this panel since 2012.

17/04/2018WRQ04800School Management

17/04/2018WRQ04900365. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the success rate 
for facilitators appointed by the section 29 appeals committees in circumstances in which such 
committees considered that it may have been possible to facilitate agreement between appel-
lants and school boards of management in brokering agreements between parties to appeals in 
each of the years 2016 and 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15452/18]

17/04/2018WRQ05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A facilitator is generally 
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appointed, within 8 to 10 days, following the receipt of an appeal under section 29 of the Educa-
tion Act, 1998.  A facilitator is not appointed in cases where the school in question is managed 
by an Educational Training Board (ETB) as all section 29 appeals relating to these schools are 
taken to the ETB, in the first instance.

The appointment of a facilitator provides assistance for both parties to the appeal to reach 
agreement on the matter which is the subject of the appeal.  Where resolution is agreed at this 
stage the appellant will withdraw their appeal and the appeal will not proceed to a hearing.  An 
appellant may also decide to withdraw an appeal after the facilitation process where they decide 
not to continue with an appeal.

In 2016, 44% of section 29 appeals lodged were withdrawn or resolved before an appeal 
hearing, in 2017 47% of appeals were withdrawn or resolved before an appeal hearing  and in 
2018, to date, 54% of appeals lodged have been withdrawn or resolved prior to hearing stage.

17/04/2018WRR00200Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRR00300366. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
application for a permanent school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15469/18]

17/04/2018WRR00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department is in the 
process of acquiring a site to accommodate the school to which the Deputy refers.  When the 
site acquisition process has been progressed further, my Department will be in a position to ini-
tiate the architectural planning process for the project.  I can assure the Deputy that every effort 
is being made to expedite the site acquisition process. 

17/04/2018WRR00500Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRR00600367. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline for 
the commencement of building works for a school (details supplied); the anticipated comple-
tion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15478/18]

17/04/2018WRR00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department is in the 
process of acquiring a site to accommodate the school to which the Deputy refers.  When 
the site acquisition process has been progressed further, my Department will be in a position 
to progress the project into architectural planning.  At this stage it is premature to give a time-
line for commencement of building works.  I can assure the Deputy that every effort is being 
made to expedite the site acquisition process. 

17/04/2018WRR00800Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRR00900368. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline for 
the commencement of building works for a school (details supplied); the anticipated comple-
tion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15479/18]

17/04/2018WRR01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Maynooth Community 
College opened in 2014 with an Irish-medium Aonad and it was stated that should the Aonad 
demonstrate sufficient viability after four years from its date of establishment, a Gaelcholáiste 
would be established, in a partnership patronage model between Kildare and Wicklow ETB and 
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An Foras Pátrúnachta. 

As part of the Major School Building Projects announcement in November 2015 and in view 
of the continued support for an independent Gaelcholáiste, it was confirmed that a Gaelcho-
láiste to serve the North Kildare area will open in 2019, subject to the continued viability of the 
Irish-medium Aonad at Maynooth Community College.

Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board is continuing to examine the options 
for accommodation for the school referred to by the Deputy which will involve consideration 
of the timing and availability of appropriate infrastructure in the area.

My Department will continue to work closely with Kildare and Wicklow Education and 
Training Board and An Foras Pátrúnachta in relation to the provision of appropriate accommo-
dation for the establishment of the school.

17/04/2018WRR01100Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRR01200369. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline for 
the commencement of building works for a school (details supplied); the anticipated comple-
tion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15480/18]

17/04/2018WRR01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b (Detailed 
Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. All statutory approvals have been secured. 

The Stage 2(b) submission has been reviewed by my Department and a letter recently is-
sued to the school and its Design Team advising them of a timeframe for the progression of this 
project.  This project has been authorised to commence the Pre-Qualification of Contractors.

17/04/2018WRR01400Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRR01500370. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline for 
the commencement of building works for a school (details supplied); the anticipated comple-
tion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15481/18]

17/04/2018WRR01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project to which the 
Deputy refers has been devolved for delivery to the local Education and Training Board (ETB). 

The ETB is currently pre-qualifying contractors for the project.

When this process has been completed, the next steps are tender and construction.  It is not 
possible to provide a timeline for the project until the tender process has been completed and a 
contract has been awarded.  

17/04/2018WRR01700Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRR01800371. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline for 
the commencement of building works for a school (details supplied); the anticipated comple-
tion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15482/18]
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17/04/2018WRR01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, a 
building project for the school to which he refers is included in the Department’s 6-Year Con-
struction Programme.  In the context of progressing the building project, my Department has 
undertaken a site visit to the school.

The building project will be devolved to Kildare Wicklow Education Training Board 
(KWETB) for delivery and my Department will be engaging with KWETB shortly in this re-
gard.

17/04/2018WRR02000Schools Site Acquisitions

17/04/2018WRR02100372. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for a permanent site for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [15483/18]

17/04/2018WRR02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department is in the 
process of acquiring a site to accommodate the school to which the Deputy refers.  When the 
site acquisition process has been progressed further, my Department will be in a position to ini-
tiate the architectural planning process for the project.  I can assure the Deputy that every effort 
is being made to expedite the site acquisition process. 

17/04/2018WRR02300School Funding

17/04/2018WRR02400373. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
assessment of an application for funding for a new build for a school (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15484/18]

17/04/2018WRR02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has re-
ceived an application for significant capital funding from the school referred to by the Deputy.

The application will be considered and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority 
as soon as the assessment process has been concluded. 

17/04/2018WRR02600School Funding

17/04/2018WRR02700374. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for funding for an extension or a new build for a school (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15485/18]

17/04/2018WRR02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my 
Department has received an application for major capital funding from the school referred to 
by the Deputy.  The application will be considered in the context of my Department’s current 
priority which is the provision of essential classroom accommodation in areas where significant 
demographic need has been established to ensure that each child will have access to a physical 
school place.

My Department’s Capital Programme (2016-2021) continues to address the challenges 
posed by the significant bulge in pupil enrolments going through our schools.  This has seen 
a significant expansion in the rate of provision of new school places.  The Capital Programme 
details the school projects that are being progressed through the architectural planning process, 
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which includes building projects for schools in the area to which the Deputy refers.

17/04/2018WRR02900School Funding

17/04/2018WRR03000375. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for funding for additional classrooms for a school (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15486/18]

17/04/2018WRR03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which 
the Deputy refers was allocated funding under my Department’s Additional Accommodation 
Scheme to provide four mainstream classrooms. 

The project has been devolved for delivery to the school authority.  My Department under-
stands that the school authority has secured planning permission for the project.  The next steps 
are tender and construction.  It is a matter for the school to progress the project accordingly.

17/04/2018WRR03200School Funding

17/04/2018WRR03300376. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for funding for a sports hall for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15487/18]

17/04/2018WRR03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department approved 
funding for the provision of two additional classrooms at the school in question together with a 
contribution towards the conversion of existing accommodation to a multi-purpose room.  

An updated Stage 2a submission (detailed design) and an updated cost plan for the proj-
ect was received in February, 2018 and, since then, my Department has approved the project to 
proceed to planning permission application stage.

17/04/2018WRR03500Multidenominational Schools

17/04/2018WRR03600377. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application 
has been received for a school building for a school (details supplied); if so, if the application 
has been assessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15488/18]

17/04/2018WRR03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, on 30 January, 2017, I announced new plans aimed at providing more multi-denomina-
tional and non-denominational schools across the country, in line with the choices of parents, 
families and school communities and the Programme for Government commitment in this area. 

While these new structures are being introduced, my Department will continue to work with 
the main stakeholders to progress delivery of diversity in areas already identified (of which 
Leixlip is one), in 2018 and beyond. 

The Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity process for supporting transfers of schools to 
multi-denominational patrons in response to the wishes of local families is based around prin-
ciples of transparency and cooperation.  Therefore, there will be a very substantial level of 
consultation of local communities in the process, both with the Education and Training Boards 
in the initial phase to establish evidence of demand by consulting pre-school parents and sub-
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sequently through the requirement for the existing patron to consult with local community and 
school interests in proposing to transfer patronage of an existing school to an alternative patron 
body.  

In that process, the existing patron will also take into account proposals from all prospective 
multi-denominational patrons that wish to be considered. In the final instance, an application 
for a formal transfer of patronage will have to be made by the existing patron under the Educa-
tion Act 1998, which will require my approval.   

I would point out that the previous model of divestment yielded only a very limited number 
of schools for transfer to multi-denominational patrons (10 since 2013).  I believe that the new 
schools reconfiguration for diversity process has the potential to significantly increase patron 
diversity in our school system with a target of reaching 400 multi-denominational and non-
denominational schools by 2030.  

17/04/2018WRR03800School Playgrounds

17/04/2018WRR03900378. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a review of 
an application for funding for the reconstruction of the schoolyard at a school (details supplied) 
can be carried out in view of the fact it was refused under the summer works scheme; if it will 
qualify under an alternative scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15489/18]

17/04/2018WRR04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Summer Works 
Scheme (SWS) is designed to allow schools to carry out small and medium sized building 
works that will improve and upgrade existing school buildings.

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department is in receipt of a Category 10 application 
from the school in question to upgrade its play area under the SWS (2016-2017).

Funding of almost €80 million has been approved in respect of 635 schools for Categories 
1 to 6 under the multi-annual Summer Works Scheme (2016-2017).  Nearly 50% of all schools 
have applied for inclusion under the scheme which reflects a very high demand. Details of suc-
cessful school applicants, in respect of Categories 1 to 6 can be accessed on my Department’s 
website www.education.ie.

The 2018 budgetary provision will allow my Department to meet the carry over costs of 
summer works projects already approved. 

It is open to the school to use its minor works grant, which all primary schools received late 
last year, to carry out the works in full or on a phased basis as that grant permits if the school 
considers them to be a priority.

17/04/2018WRR04100School Patronage

17/04/2018WRR04200379. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a roll 
number will be assigned to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15490/18]

17/04/2018WRR04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I understand that the facil-
ity to which the Deputy refers provides a private service.

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department identifies the requirement to establish 
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new schools based on demographic requirements.  Once it has been established from the de-
mographic analyses that a new school, primary or post-primary, is required to meet the demo-
graphic need in a school planning area, a separate process is conducted to establish who will 
run the school.  Under this process, the Department identifies the requirement for a new school 
in an area, the requirement is publicised and applications are invited from prospective patron 
bodies.  It is open to all patron bodies and prospective patrons, to apply for patronage of a new 
school under the patronage process.  A patron body must also satisfy the Department’s require-
ments for establishing a new school set out in the document “New Arrangements for Patronage 
of New Schools” which may be accessed on my Department’s website.  When the patronage 
has been announced and the school is established, a roll number is assigned to the school sub-
sequently by my Department.

17/04/2018WRR04400Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

17/04/2018WRR04500380. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review a 
SUSI rule (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15492/18]

17/04/2018WRR04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Very significant numbers 
of third-level students move out of home to go to college and continue to be supported by their 
parents while in full-time education.  The purpose of the Student Grant Scheme is to provide 
additional assistance where parental income is below a certain threshold or in the case of inde-
pendent mature students, where the level of income of the student and his or her spouse war-
rants additional assistance by way of a grant.

Under the Student Grant Scheme, an applicant’s class is defined at his/her first point of entry 
to an approved higher or further education course and this will continue to apply for the dura-
tion of his/her studies.

The re-entry provision of the scheme allows mature students who have previously attended 
an approved course and are now entering an approved course following a break in studies of at 
least three years, to have their status reclassified from dependent to independent student.

The duration of the break in studies required for re-classification, increased from one year 
to three years for the 2010/11 academic year.  Under previous schemes students could be re-
classified as mature students following a break of only one year.  However, this was being used 
in some cases as a “gap year” by students whose parents’ income was too high to qualify for 
a grant, to return after one year and resume their studies at postgraduate level, qualifying for 
support based on their own, rather than their parents’ income.  The increase to three years was 
to focus resources on genuine mature students. 

I have no plans at present to change the arrangements in place.  Students in third-level in-
stitutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student As-
sistance Fund.  This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might 
otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances.  
Information on the fund is available through the Access Office in the third level institution at-
tended.  This fund is administered on a confidential, discretionary basis.

17/04/2018WRR04700Sports Facilities Provision

17/04/2018WRR04800381. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the priority he at-
taches to the provision and refurbishment of sports halls in second level schools particularly in 
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view of the introduction of sport as a leaving certificate subject; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15536/18]

17/04/2018WRR04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is fully committed to providing that schools who wish to offer the new 
Leaving Certificate Physical Education Specification and the Senior Cycle Physical Education 
Framework (non-examinable) in the future will be able to do so.

 The Deputy will be aware that under the National Development Plan (NDP), increased 
funding has been provided for the school sector capital investment programme.  This funding 
allows for a continued focus on the provision of new permanent school places to keep pace with 
demographic demand and also provides for an additional focus on the refurbishment of exist-
ing school buildings to include the building and modernisation of PE facilities in post-primary 
schools.

Under the Ireland Project 2040, we will invest €8.4 billion (compared to €4.9 billion in the 
previous decade) in primary and post primary school buildings.  This will include the provi-
sion of 50 large scale school building projects and 20,000 school places in state of the art new 
buildings.

The immediate priority of my Department is providing 20,000 new and replacement school 
places each year, to ensure that every child has a school place.  The government will focus in 
the medium term on the provision of PE facilities in schools. 

Question No. 382 answered with Question No. 343.

17/04/2018WRS00200Aitheantas Scoileanna

17/04/2018WRS00300383. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén difríocht 
a dhéanfadh sé do scoil ó thaobh maoiniú agus leibhéal foirne de (sonraí tugtha) stádas neamh-
spleách a bheith aici seachas a bheith mar fho-aonad de scoil eile; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas 
ina thaobh. [15552/18]

17/04/2018WRS00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Is faoi shainchúram Bord 
Oideachais agus Oiliúna atá an tAonad agus an scoil.

Is iondúil gur leibhéil rollaithe an phríomhthoisc i socrú deontais mhaoinithe neamhthu-
arastail a íocann mo Roinn le BOO maidir le gach scoil dara leibhéal laistigh dá scéim. Tá rollú 
an Aonaid seo san áireamh cheana chun críocha áireamh deontas don BOO cuí. Dá réir sin, ba 
theoranta an t-athrú sa leithdháileadh leis an BOO dá mbeadh an tAonad ag feidhmiú mar scoil 
neamhspleách. Léireodh sé seo feidhmiú tairseach íosta maidir le deontas ar leith.

Lena chois sin, tá suíomh an Aonaid ar leithligh ón bpríomhscoil curtha san áireamh cheana 
féin maidir le leibhéil foirne a thugtar don BOO, idir fhoireann teagaisc agus chúnta. Arís, is 
athrú an-teoranta a bheadh i gceist dá mbeadh sí ag feidhmiú mar scoil neamhspleách.

Ba chóir a thabhairt faoi deara fosta go bhfuil an-chuid féinrialach ag BOO i dtaca le dáil-
eadh deontas ar a chuid scoileanna de. Dá réir sin, is faoin BOO atá sé a shocrú conas maoiniú 
a úsáid de réir tuairimí faoi riachtanais. Mar sin de, ní fhéadaim breith dheifnídeach a thabhairt 
ar cén maoiniú/fhoireann bhreise a gheobhadh an tAonad dá mbronnfaí stádas neamhspleách 
air laistigh de scéim BOO.

Níl aon chinneadh déanta maidir leis an Aonad dá dtagraíonn an Teachta stádas neamh-
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spleách a bheith aige. Tá coiste bunaithe, áfach, le hathbhreithniú a dhéanamh ar thacaíocht do 
scoileanna áirithe, an tAonad san áireamh. Tabharfar an t-athbhreithniú chun cinn in 2018.

17/04/2018WRS00500School Transport Availability

17/04/2018WRS00600384. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school trans-
port route (details supplied) will be amended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15577/18]

17/04/2018WRS00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently over 116,000 children, including almost 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at a total cost of 
almost €190 million in 2017.

Bus Éireann has advised that the extension to the service referred to is currently operating.

17/04/2018WRS00800School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRS00900385. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 243 of 20 January 2018, the status of the application; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15580/18]

17/04/2018WRS01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school in question has recently provided further information to my Department in relation to 
the application for additional accommodation. This will now be considered and a decision on 
the application will be conveyed to the school authority when the assessment process has been 
completed.

17/04/2018WRS01100Departmental Legal Cases Data

17/04/2018WRS01200386. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
legal actions currently being taken against his Department; the general nature and cause of the 
action; the county from which the legal action originates; and the cost of defending each cat-
egorised legal action in tabular form. [15590/18]

17/04/2018WRS01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The information requested 
by the Deputy is not readily available in my Department. The information is currently being 
collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

17/04/2018WRS01400School Patronage

17/04/2018WRS01500387. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision 
has been made on the future patronage and-or ethos of the proposed new secondary school for 
Harold’s Cross, Dublin 6W. [15595/18]
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17/04/2018WRS01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, I announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the next 4 years (2019 
to 2022). This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my 
Department into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and 
the 4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the neces-
sary infrastructure.

With regard to demand for particular models of school provision, it should be noted that the 
patronage process for new schools is a separate process.  This process is run after it has been 
decided that a new school is required.  Parental preferences are central to this process. The pro-
cess is fair, transparent and open to all patrons, patron bodies and prospective patrons to apply 
for patronage of any planned new school under this process.

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG).  Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG submits a report with recommendations to me for 
consideration and final decision.  The assessment reports and the NSEG recommendations for 
all such patronage processes are made available on my Department’s website.

17/04/2018WRS01700Scoileanna Lán-Ghaeilge

17/04/2018WRS01800388. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an 
bhfuil aon iniúchadh déanta ag a Roinn maidir le Gaelscoil a bhunú i mBaile Átha Cliath 12; 
agus mura bhfuil, cad iad na céimeanna atá sé ag dul a ghlacadh chun freastal ar an éileamh ar 
an nGaelscolaíocht sa cheantar. [15596/18]

17/04/2018WRS01900389. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an 
bhfuil aon iniúchadh déanta ag a Roinn maidir le Gaelcholáiste a bhunú i mBaile Átha Cliath 8, 
10 nó 12; agus mura bhfuil, cad iad na céimeanna atá sé ag dul a ghlacadh chun Gaelscolaíocht 
ar an dara leibhéal a chur ar fáil do dhaltaí sa cheantar atá á lorg agus ar gá dóibh faoi láthair 
taisteal amach as an gceantar chun freastal ar Ghaelcholáiste. [15597/18]

17/04/2018WRS02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Tógfaidh mé Ceisteanna 
Uimh. 388 agus 389 le chéile.

Mar a bheidh sé ar eolas ag an Ionadaí, d’fhógair mé pleananna chun 42 scoil úr a bhunú 
thar na 4 bliana amach romhainn (2019 go 2022), lena n-áirítear iarbhunscoil úr a bhunófar 
in 2020 agus bunscoil úr a bhunófar in 2019 chun freastal ar limistéir phleanála scoile Bhaile 
Átha Cliath 6_Cluain Sceach & ar Bhaile Átha Cliath_6W  (ina gcuimsítear cuid de cheantar 
poist Bhaile Átha Cliath 12) mar réitigh réigiúnacha. Tagann an fógra seo sna sála ar chleachtaí 
déimeagrafacha ar fud na tíre a rinne mo Roinn maidir leis an ngá a bheidh ann amach anseo 
le haghaidh bunscoileanna agus iarbhunscoileanna ar fud na tíre agus leis an tréimhse 4 bliana 
beifear ábalta na tréimhsí tosaithe maidir le pleanáil agus seachadadh an bhonneagair riachta-
naigh a mhéadú.

Nuair a chinnfear, bunaithe ar anailís dhéimeagrafach, go dteastaíonn scoil úr, tionólfar 
próiseas pátrúnachta.  Is féidir le gach iarratasóir ionchasach pátrúin soláthar oideachais trí 
Ghaeilge a mholadh ina n-iarratas.  Tá roghnachas tuismitheoirí do gach pátrún ó thuismitheoirí 
páistí atá ina gcónaí sa cheantar pleanála scoile, mar aon le méid na héagsúlachta atá ar fáil faoi 
láthair sa cheantar, tábhachtach do chinntí i dtaca le toradh an phróisis seo.  Tá roghnachas tui-
smitheoirí maidir le meán teagaisc na scoile úir ina chuid shonrach den phróiseas measúnaithe 
agus cuireann sé bonn eolais faoi chinntí maidir le meán teagaisc na scoile.
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17/04/2018WRS02200Summer Works Scheme

17/04/2018WRS02300390. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
summer works scheme for 2018. [15625/18]

17/04/2018WRS02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Summer Works 
Scheme is designed to allow schools to carry out small and medium sized building works that 
will improve and upgrade existing school buildings.

The current Summer Works Scheme 2016 -2017 was applied on a multi-annual basis.  The 
Deputy will be aware that nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the scheme 
which reflects a very high demand.  

Almost €80 million has been approved to date under the Summer Works Scheme, in respect 
of over 640 school projects in categories 1 - 6. Details of the successful school applicants are 
published on my Department’s website www.education.ie. 

The 2018 budgetary provision will allow my Department to meet the carry over costs of 
summer works projects already approved. 

17/04/2018WRS02500Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRS02600391. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school’s (details supplied) planned extension and refurbishment; the work carried out to date; 
the next steps in this regard; the timeframe of the works; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15638/18]

17/04/2018WRS02700392. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason previ-
ous parliamentary questions seeking updates on a school (details supplied) have delivered a 
paucity of information in response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15639/18]

17/04/2018WRS02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 391 and 392 together.

The Deputy will be aware that a building project for the school to which he refers is includ-
ed on the 6-year Construction Programme. In this regard, my Department has carried out a site 
visit to the school and work has progressed to the project brief stage. This process is currently 
in train. My Department will be engaging with the school authority relating to commencing the 
architectural planning process for the project shortly.

Question No. 393 answered with Question No. 347.

17/04/2018WRS03100Schools Establishment

17/04/2018WRS03200394. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he has 
taken to support the provision of an Educate Together national school in Whitehall, Dublin 9; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15708/18]

17/04/2018WRS03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, on the 30th January, 2017, I announced new plans aimed at providing more multi-de-
nominational and non-denominational schools across the country, in line with the choices of 
parents, families and school communities and the Programme for Government commitment in 
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this area. 

The Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity process for supporting transfers of schools to 
multi-denominational patrons in response to the wishes of local families is based around princi-
ples of transparency and cooperation. Therefore, there will be a very substantial level of consul-
tation of local communities in the process, both with the Education and Training Boards in the 
initial phase to establish evidence of demand by consulting pre-school parents and subsequently 
through the requirement for the existing patron to consult with local community and school 
interests in proposing to transfer patronage of an existing school to an alternative patron body.  

In that process, the existing patron will also take into account proposals from all prospective 
multi-denominational patrons that wish to be considered. In the final instance, an application 
for a formal transfer of patronage will have to be made by the existing patron under the Educa-
tion Act 1998, which will require my approval.   

I would point out that the previous model of divestment yielded only a very limited number 
of schools for transfer to multi-denominational patrons (10 since 2013).  I believe that the new 
schools reconfiguration for diversity process has the potential to significantly increase patron 
diversity in our school system with a target of reaching 400 multi-denominational and non-
denominational schools by 2030.  

While these new structures are being introduced, my Department will continue to work with 
the main stakeholders to progress delivery of diversity in areas already identified (of which 
Whitehall is one), in 2018 and beyond. 

17/04/2018WRS03400Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRS03500395. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school building project (details supplied) in County Cork; and when construction will com-
mence. [15722/18]

17/04/2018WRS03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s Capital 
Programme.

The formulation of the accommodation brief for the project is being finalised which will in 
due course allow my Department to liaise with the school in the context of initiating the archi-
tectural planning process for the project.

17/04/2018WRS03700Student Accommodation

17/04/2018WRS03800396. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has been 
drawn to the recent 27% year-on-year increase in rent at a student residence (details supplied); 
and his plans to address exorbitant rents in the student accommodation sector. [15734/18]

17/04/2018WRS03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am aware of the recent 
price increases for purpose built student accommodation in certain private developments.  

The Government’s housing strategy, Rebuilding Ireland, seeks to address the current 
shortage of housing supply. The National Student Accommodation Strategy (NSAS) which I 
launched in July 2017, together with the Minister of State for Higher Education and the Min-
ister of State for Housing and Urban Development, is an important element of this framework 
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and was developed in response to the particular issues affecting student accommodation in light 
of the pressures which currently exist throughout the rental sector.

To date, 2,687 additional bed spaces have been provided since the launch of Rebuilding 
Ireland. As of end March, 2018, there were an additional 5,842 bed spaces actively being built, 
with over 2,570 of these due to come on stream for the 2018/2019 academic year and almost 
3,270 the following year. 

Work is being progressed to address the supply of purpose built student accommodation.  In 
the interim, the Department of Education and Skills and the Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government are working with The Union of Students Ireland to support the #Homes-
forStudy campaign which promotes the provision of ‘digs’ accommodation for students as an 
alternative to both purpose built student accommodation and the general rental market. 

The Interdepartmental Working Group on Student Accommodation has been asked to assess 
the impact of licence arrangements on residents of purpose built student accommodation. 

17/04/2018WRS04000Physical Education Facilities

17/04/2018WRS04100397. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
audit school physical education and sports facilities in order that capital provision may be made 
for upgrading and construction of new school sports halls and facilities in budget 2019 (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15751/18]

17/04/2018WRS04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is fully committed to providing that schools who wish to offer the new 
Leaving Certificate Physical Education Specification and the Senior Cycle Physical Education 
Framework (non-examinable) in the future will be able to do so.

The Deputy will be aware that under the National Development Plan (NDP), increased 
funding has been provided for the school sector capital investment programme.  This funding 
allows for a continued focus on the provision of new permanent school places to keep pace with 
demographic demand and also provides for an additional focus on the refurbishment of exist-
ing school buildings to include the building and modernisation of PE facilities in post-primary 
schools.

Under the Ireland Project 2040, we will invest €8.4 billion (compared to €4.9 billion in the 
previous decade) in primary and post primary school buildings. This will include the provision 
of 50 large scale school building projects and 20,000 school places in state of the art new build-
ings.

The immediate priority of my Department is providing 20,000 new and replacement school 
places each year, to ensure that every child has a school place. The government will focus in the 
medium term on the provision of PE facilities in schools. 

I have no plans to undertake an audit of schools’ PE facilities. 

17/04/2018WRS04300Schools Establishment

17/04/2018WRS04400398. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the provision of a new secondary school for the Swords area of County Dublin as announced in 
November 2015; if locations for the proposed school have been identified; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [15758/18]

17/04/2018WRS04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may 
be aware, the proposed location for the new post-primary school referred to by the Deputy is in 
Mooretown, Swords. 

This school building project is on my Department’s Rapid Design & Build Programme and 
the project is currently at architectural planning stage.

17/04/2018WRS04600Site Acquisitions

17/04/2018WRS04700399. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new secondary school for the Malahide and Portmarnock areas of County Dublin 
as announced in November 2015; if locations for these proposed schools have been identified; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15759/18]

17/04/2018WRS04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, a 
project to deliver permanent accommodation for the new post primary school to serve Mala-
hide/Portmarnock, as announced in November 2015, is included on my Department’s capital 
plan.

Officials in my Department are continuing to liaise with officials in Fingal County Council 
under the Memorandum of Understanding for the acquisition of school sites in order to secure a 
suitable site to facilitate this project.  A suitable site has been identified and engagement in this 
regard is ongoing with a view to securing a site as expeditiously as possible.

My Department continues to keep Educate Together, as patron of the school, appraised of 
developments in the site acquisition process.

17/04/2018WRT00200Site Acquisitions

17/04/2018WRT00300400. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a permanent site for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15760/18]

17/04/2018WRT00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
the project to provide permanent accommodation for the school in question is included on my 
Department’s Capital Programme.

Officials in my Department continue to liaise with officials in the relevant local authority in 
accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and acqui-
sition of a suitable site for this school and the process is ongoing.  

My Department is in contact with the school patron to appraise them of progress in this 
regard.

17/04/2018WRT00500Site Acquisitions

17/04/2018WRT00600401. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the provision of a new site for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15761/18]
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17/04/2018WRT00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The lands at the school re-
ferred to by the Deputy, were purchased by the St Laurence O’Toole Diocesan Trust, on behalf 
of the Board of Management.

 An initial site adjacent to the school, was procured from Fingal County Council and trans-
ferred ownership on 1st June 2017. 

The second site was purchased from a private vendor and ownership transferred on 18th 
October 2017. 

17/04/2018WRT00800Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRT00900402. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding progress on a new school building project for a school (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15762/18]

17/04/2018WRT01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware the 
building project for the school in question is included on my Department’s capital programme.

A new school site is required to accommodate this project and officials in my Department 
have been in contact with the school patron and trustees in relation to the site acquisition.

17/04/2018WRT01100Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRT01200403. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the next 
phase of the school building for a school (details supplied) will commence; the status of this 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15763/18]

17/04/2018WRT01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers commenced construction on 3rd January 2018.  Works are progressing well on 
site, subject to no issues arising it is envisaged that the school will be ready for occupation in 
the 4th quarter of 2019.

17/04/2018WRT01400Site Acquisitions

17/04/2018WRT01500404. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new site for a school (details supplied) as announced in November 2015; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15764/18]

17/04/2018WRT01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
a project to provide permanent accommodation for the school in question is included on my 
Department’s Capital Programme.

Officials in my Department continue to liaise with officials in the relevant local authority in 
accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the acquisition of a suitable 
site for this school.  Discussions with relevant parties regarding the potential acquisition of a 
preferred site option are currently in progress with a view to advancing matters as expeditiously 
as possible. 

Question No. 405 answered with Question No. 327.
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17/04/2018WRT01800Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRT01900406. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a school (details supplied) and the progression of a building project; and if the school has 
progressed onto the schools building works programme. [15816/18]

17/04/2018WRT02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): While the school to which 
the Deputy refers is not included on my Department’s school building works programme, of-
ficials in my Department are working closely with officials from South Dublin County Council 
in relation to the acquisition of a suitable site for this school. A suitable site has been identified 
and discussions are ongoing in relation to the acquisition.

17/04/2018WRT02100School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRT02200407. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools for 
which new prefab rentals were arranged during the course of 2017, in tabular form. [15818/18]

17/04/2018WRT02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the information requested is currently being compiled by my Department and will be fur-
nished to him shortly.

17/04/2018WRT02400Schools Property

17/04/2018WRT02500408. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if information 
can be provided with regard to a building (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15823/18]

17/04/2018WRT02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can advise the Deputy 
that the school in question opened in 1889 and closed in 1964 upon amalgamation with another 
local school in the area concerned.  

As the school property in question closed over 50 years ago, and it is not a State owned 
property, my Department does not have any records in the matter.

It is open to the Deputy to contact the original school Patron who may have the information 
sought.

17/04/2018WRT02700Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRT02800409. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the num-
ber of steps that were due to happen for a school (details supplied) have not yet occurred; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15835/18]

17/04/2018WRT02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, a 
building project to provide permanent accommodation for the school in question is included in 
my Department’s 6 Year Construction Programme. 

The site acquisition has been agreed with the current landowner. The Chief State Solicitor’s 
Office, acting on behalf of my Department, is currently progressing the acquisition through the 
conveyancing stage.
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In tandem with this, my Department is currently finalising the project brief to facilitate the 
advancement of the project into the architectural planning process. This brief will be completed 
by the end of April and my Department will be in further contact with the school in this context. 
My Department is working to advance this project into the architectural planning process as 
quickly as possible.

17/04/2018WRT03000Emergency Works Scheme Applications

17/04/2018WRT03100410. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application by 
a school (details supplied) for emergency works has been granted; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15886/18]

17/04/2018WRT03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers applied for funding under my Departments Emergency Works Scheme (EWS) to 
install mechanical ventilation in its building together with roof insulation and window replace-
ment works.  The application was unsuccessful because this type of work is outside the scope 
of the EWS.  In addition, mechanical ventilation is not recommended or provided in any school 
building.  

Roof insulation and window replacement works are appropriate to the Summer Works 
Scheme and the school may make an application under this Scheme for those works when next 
announced.

17/04/2018WRT03300School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRT03400411. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
an application for funding for the construction of a classroom which is required as a matter of 
urgency for a school (details supplied). [15901/18]

17/04/2018WRT03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the school to which he refers has recently been approved funding under my Depart-
ment’s Additional Accommodation Scheme to provide 1 mainstream classroom with en-suite 
facilities and 1 WC for assisted users at their school. 

The school has been informed of my Department’s decision.

17/04/2018WRT03600School Transport Provision

17/04/2018WRT03700412. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a bus route 
(details supplied) will be amended in order to allow students to disembark at a school; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15981/18]

17/04/2018WRT03800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

Currently over 116,000 children, including over 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.
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The purpose of the School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available resources, to sup-
port the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their nearest school.

In general, children are eligible for school transport if they meet the distance criteria and are 
attending their nearest school.

I have requested Bus Éireann examine the service in question and report directly to the 
Deputy.

17/04/2018WRT03900Qualifications Recognition

17/04/2018WRT04000413. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
made to establish a recognised standard of training for practitioners of acupuncture as outlined 
in a report (details supplied); if he has held discussions with QQI on the report’s findings with 
the view to establishing academic validation of education and training programmes in this field; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15987/18]

17/04/2018WRT04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Standards of training for a 
practitioner of a profession are generally determined by the profession itself with such a stan-
dard traditionally recognised by a professional body or bodies established within the sector. 

The regulation of a profession, based on an established standard of training, would then be 
a question for the relevant Government Department in the first instance. In the case of acupunc-
ture, this would be the Department of Health. 

A report was commissioned by the Department of Health and HETAC on the practices of 
Academic Programme Validation of certain Complementary Therapies, including Acupuncture 
and Traditional Chinese Medicine Treatment. The report was published in 2012 and examined 
what practices were in place for the academic validation and accreditation of such programmes 
in countries where such programmes have been validated. The involvement of HETAC in this 
process concluded with the publication of this report.

Since its establishment in 2012, one of QQI’s core functions is to validate programmes of 
education and training against award standards. Prospective education and training providers 
who wish to access QQI awards may apply to become relevant providers as outlined under the 
Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and Training) Act 2012. Further information 
on this process is available from QQI’s website - http://www.qqi.ie.

17/04/2018WRT04200Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRT04300414. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
building of a new school (details supplied); and if it will be completed on time. [15988/18]

17/04/2018WRT04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The main contractor for 
the project to which the Deputy refers has recently entered into examinership. Department Of-
ficials will be meeting with the Court appointed examiner shortly to discuss the impact of this 
development on the project in question.

17/04/2018WRT04500Summer Works Scheme
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17/04/2018WRT04600415. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the summer 
works scheme will be re-opened for applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16012/18]

17/04/2018WRT04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Summer Works 
Scheme (SWS) is designed to allow schools to carry out small and medium sized building 
works that will improve and upgrade existing school buildings.

Funding of almost €80 million has been approved in respect of 635 schools for Categories 
1 to 6 under the multi-annual Summer Works Scheme (2016-2017). Nearly 50% of all schools 
have applied for inclusion under the scheme which reflects a very high demand. Details of suc-
cessful school applicants, in respect of Categories 1 to 6 can be accessed on my Department’s 
website www.education.ie.

The 2018 budgetary provision will allow my Department to meet the carry over costs of 
summer works projects already approved. The assessment of applications in the remaining 
categories 7-10 as well as proceeding with any future summer works scheme is reliant on the 
availability of funding.

17/04/2018WRT04800Site Acquisitions

17/04/2018WRT04900416. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
development and location for a school (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to de-
mand for school places in this area and the urgent need for information for parents and school-
children in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16021/18]

17/04/2018WRT05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s 6 year construction pro-
gramme.

Officials in my Department continue to liaise with officials in Fingal County Council in ac-
cordance with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and acquisi-
tion of a suitable location for the school in question and have identified a preferred site option 
within the relevant school planning areas  Negotiations with the landowner in respect of this 
proposed acquisition are currently ongoing.

Due to commercial sensitivities relating to site acquisitions generally, I am not in a position 
to provide further details at this time but the school patron is being kept appraised of develop-
ments in respect of the site acquisition process. 

17/04/2018WRU00200Literacy Programmes

17/04/2018WRU00300417. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to improve 
access to adult literacy and numeracy classes; his Department’s current budget and projected 
budget in the period ahead; and the initiatives he will take to enhance lifelong learning for 
adults and early school leavers. [16022/18]

17/04/2018WRU00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The delivery and enhancement of adult literacy and numeracy provision is being driven through 
the implementation of the Further Education and Training (FET) Literacy and Numeracy Strat-
egy which is contained in the FET Strategy 2014-19.  



17 April 2018

225

My Department, along with SOLAS, the Education and Training Boards (ETBs) and part-
ner agencies are collaborating on the ongoing development and enhancement of the structures 
required to progress its implementation.  The strategy sets out 12 inter- related elements which 
aim to promote, develop and encourage literacy and numeracy skills in the adult population.  
Progress to date includes the development and launch of the national awareness campaign, 
‘take the first step’, development of national guidelines for the initial and on-going screening 
and assessment of participants and the publication of a number of research projects including 
the examination of integrating literacy and numeracy in FET programmes and an examination 
of barriers to participation in FET programmes .

Adult literacy provision is delivered through a number of dedicated programmes including 
adult literacy groups and intensive tuition in adult basic education.  Last year, over €33million 
was provided to support adult literacy and numeracy provision for over 60,000 beneficiaries.  
The detail of resourcing and planned beneficiary numbers for overall adult literacy provision is 
not yet finalised, but will be similar to that provided last year.

Increasing participation in life-long learning is a key priority for this Government.  The 
Higher Education System Performance Framework 2018-20, which I published earlier this 
year, reinforces the target set in the National Skills Strategy 2025, to increase by 10% the 
number of those aged 25-64 engaged in lifelong learning by 2020 and by 15% by 2025.  Life-
long learning can comprise formal, non-formal and informal learning.  Research findings have 
indicated that lowering the barriers to adult participation in learning calls for increased modes 
of delivery that help overcome time constraints.  Flexibility in FET provision will continue to 
be expanded and enhanced.  Last year almost 160, 000 beneficiaries engaged on part time FET 
programmes – of which 15,000 were facilitated through evening training and a further 10,000 
online through eCollege.  As part of the National Strategy for Higher Education and the imple-
mentation of a system performance framework for the sector HEIs have agreed objectives for 
access and lifelong learning with the Higher Education Authority (HEA).  Since 2014 HEIs 
have reported on these objectives through a strategic dialogue process with the HEA.  Overall 
analyses of progress have been published in reports on higher education system performance 
(www.hea.ie).  

Finally, my Department has begun work on the development of a plan for the implemen-
tation of the EU Council Recommendation on Upskilling Pathways: New Opportunities for 
Adults Recommendation – which aims to help adults with less than upper second level educa-
tion acquire a minimum level of literacy, numeracy and digital skills.  Details of the implemen-
tation arrangements will be finalised later this year and will be submitted to the Commission.  

17/04/2018WRU00500Schools Establishment

17/04/2018WRU00600418. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to pro-
vide a second level Educate Together school in County Galway in view of the fact there are five 
such primary schools in the county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16050/18]

17/04/2018WRU00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, I announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the next 4 years (2019 to 
2022), including a new post-primary school to serve as a regional solution for the Galway City 
and Oranmore school planning areas.  This announcement follows nationwide, demographic 
exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-primary 
schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for plan-
ning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.
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With regard to demand for particular models of school provision, it should be noted that the 
patronage process for new schools is a separate process.  This process is run after it has been 
decided that a new school is required.  Parental preferences are central to this process.  The pro-
cess is fair, transparent and open to all patrons, patron bodies and prospective patrons to apply 
for patronage of any planned new school under this process.

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG).  Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG submits a report with recommendations to me for 
consideration and final decision.  The assessment reports and the NSEG recommendations for 
all such patronage processes are made available on my Department’s website.

17/04/2018WRU00800Higher Education Courses Applications

17/04/2018WRU00900419. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person 
(details supplied) will be allowed to enrol on a programme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16057/18]

17/04/2018WRU01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): HEAR is a college and 
university admissions scheme offering places on reduced points and extra college support to 
school leavers from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds. 

The HEAR scheme has been operated by the Irish Universities Association (IUA) and regu-
lated by the higher education institutions themselves and not by my Department.  The opera-
tional management of HEAR has transferred from the Shared Services Unit in the IUA to the 
CAO.

For all information required in relation to admission through the HEAR scheme the person 
should contact the CAO.

17/04/2018WRU01100Summer Works Scheme

17/04/2018WRU01200420. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there will be a sum-
mer works scheme in 2018; when the details will be announced; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16062/18]

17/04/2018WRU01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Summer Works 
Scheme is designed to allow schools to carry out small and medium sized building works that 
will improve and upgrade existing school buildings.

The current Summer Works Scheme 2016 -2017 was applied on a multi-annual basis.  The 
Deputy will be aware that nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the scheme 
which reflects a very high demand.  

Almost €80 million has been approved to date under the Summer Works Scheme, in respect 
of over 640 school projects in categories 1 - 6.  Details of the successful school applicants are 
published on my Department’s website www.education.ie.  

The 2018 budgetary provision will allow my Department to meet the carry over costs of 
summer works projects already approved.  
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17/04/2018WRU01400SOLAS Training and Education Programmes 

17/04/2018WRU01500421. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills why painter and 
decorator apprentices from County Cork must travel as far as Ballyfermot Training Centre, 
Dublin 10, for the 20 week SOLAS training period (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16065/18]

17/04/2018WRU01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The SOLAS apprenticeship scheduling management system aims to call apprentices for their 
off-the-job training, on a longest waiting basis on the day of scheduling to the nearest available 
Education and Training Board or Institute of Technology.  Whilst every effort is made to elimi-
nate unnecessary travel, unfortunately for some apprentices it is impossible to avoid having to 
attend training facilities that are not convenient to their locality.  All apprentices are advised at 
their mandatory induction briefings of the scheduling process.  

In situations where apprentices are required to move from their current place of residence, 
in order to take up an offer of a training place, they are entitled to make an application for an 
accommodation allowance, in addition to their weekly training allowance, for the duration of 
the course.

In addition, given the relatively small numbers of annual registrations for the Painter and 
Decorator Apprenticeship it is not feasible or cost-effective to offer the off-the-job training 
phase in multiple locations.

17/04/2018WRU01700School Furniture Provision

17/04/2018WRU01800422. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if successful 
contractors supplying furniture and equipment under the school bundle 5 contract will have 
their contracts honoured in view of the fact that they would have already purchased equipment 
and furniture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16070/18]

17/04/2018WRU01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In the case of all school 
building projects, it is a matter for sub-contractors and suppliers to agree terms and conditions 
and a schedule of payments with the main contractor as their direct employer or customer.

In the context of the Schools Bundle 5 PPP Project, Sammon Construction Ireland Ltd 
(SCIL) was subcontracted by Carillion Construction Ltd to undertake the school construction 
and fit-out.  SCIL, in turn, entered contractual arrangements with suppliers of furniture and 
equipment.   

Contractual/payment issues arising under these and any other sub-contracts are for the rel-
evant contracting parties to resolve.  The Department of Education and Skills is not party to 
these contracts and does not have any authority to intervene.   

SCIL is now subject to the direction of a court appointed examiner.

17/04/2018WRU02000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/04/2018WRU02100423. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he 
is taking to ensure the awareness of dyspraxia amongst teachers in publicly funded schools. 
[16076/18]
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17/04/2018WRU02200424. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports pro-
vided to schools and teachers to enable them to support children and students with dyspraxia. 
[16077/18]

17/04/2018WRU02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 423 and 424 together.

My Department provides for a range of services and supports to ensure that children of 
school going age with Special Educational Needs, including children with Dyspraxia, can have 
access to an education appropriate to their needs.  These supports include additional teach-
ing and care support, enhanced capitation, specialist school transport arrangements, assistive 
technology and/or specialist equipment, adaptations for school buildings where necessary and 
additional training for teachers of children with special educational needs.  

The functions of the National Council for Special Education (NCSE include planning and 
coordinating the provision of education and support services to children with special educa-
tional needs in conjunction with schools and the Health Service Executive (HSE).  

The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is 
responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports as 
required.  The NCSE is aware of emerging need from year to year and where special provision 
is required it is planned and established to meet that need.

The NCSE’s SENO responsibility includes planning and coordinating the provision of edu-
cation and support services to children with special educational needs, including supporting 
children and parents in identifying school placement options and resource needs.  Each SENO 
works in an assigned local area with parents, schools, teachers, psychologists, health profes-
sionals and other staff who are involved in the provision of services in that area for children 
with special educational needs.

From 21st March 2017, the Special Education Support Service (SESS), the National Be-
havioural Support Service (NBSS) and the Visiting Teacher Service for Children who are Deaf/
Hard of Hearing and Children who are Blind/Visually Impaired (VTHVI) transferred from my 
Department to the NCSE and joined with the services already being provided by NCSE’s SE-
NOs and administrative staff to form a new NCSE Support Service.  This new service aims to 
develop schools’ capacity to include students with special educational needs and to promote a 
continuum of educational provision which is inclusive and responsive.

Children with Dyspraxia may be entitled to additional teaching provision in school, under 
the new model for allocating special education teachers, which was introduced since September 
2017.  Under this model, schools are provided with an allocation for special educational support 
teaching to support all students who need such support. 

Schools now have greater discretion as to how they can deploy resources, to take account 
of the actual learning needs students have, as opposed to being guided by a particular diagnosis 
of disability.

My Department recently published guidelines for schools as to how they should utilise and 
deploy their resources under the new allocation model.  These guidelines are available at http://
www.education.ie/en/The-Department/Announcements/Guidelines-for-Schools-Supporting-
Children-with-Special-Educational-needs-in-Mainstream-Schools.html

The guidelines will support schools in how they identify students, including students with 
Dyspraxia/DCD for additional teaching support, and decide how much support to provide, tak-
ing into account the extent and severity of their needs.
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Where students have additional care needs, which are so significant that they require addi-
tional adult support in order to attend school and access the curriculum, they may be supported 
by Special Needs Assistants.  

SNA support is provided specifically to assist recognised primary, post primary and special 
schools to cater for the care needs of students with disabilities in an educational context, where 
the nature of these care needs have been outlined in professional reports as being so significant 
that a student will require adult assistance in order to be able to attend school and to participate 
in education, in accordance with the criteria set out in my Department’s Circular 30/2014.

In circumstances where students with Dyspraxia/Developmental Coordination Disorder 
(DCD) have care needs to the extent that the school considers SNA support is required for them 
to attend and access the curriculum, the school may apply to the NCSE for SNA support.

Funding is also provided to schools towards the cost of assistive technology, for children 
with special educational needs which is essential for educational purposes, to assist children 
with special educational needs in Primary, Post Primary and Special schools, in accordance 
with the criteria set out in my Department’s Circular 0010/2013.  

The NCSE provides for support for additional training needs in the area of Dyspraxia for 
teachers  through the Special Education Support Service (SESS) which manages, co-ordinates 
and develops a range of supports in response to identified teacher training needs.  The SESS 
provides Continuing Professional Development (CPD) support for teachers of pupils with Dys-
praxia through an Inclusive Learning Resource Teachers course as well as an online resource 
facility and an online book borrowing facility.

All primary and post primary schools have access to psychological assessments either di-
rectly through the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS), or through the Scheme 
for Commissioning Psychological Assessments (SCPA), full details of which are available on 
the Department’s website.  Where a NEPS psychologist is not assigned to a school, authorities 
therein may access psychological assessments through SCPA.  Under this scheme schools can 
have an assessment carried out by a member of the panel of private psychologists approved by 
NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist the fees for this assessment directly.

Post primary school students with special needs may have special arrangements made for 
them while sitting State examinations such as the Leaving Certificate and Junior Certificate.  
Candidates with disabilities can apply through their school for reasonable accommodation dur-
ing examinations.  Further details of supports are available from the State Examinations Com-
mission (SEC) Reasonable Accommodations Section.

At third level, the National Office for Equity of Access to Third Level Education, within 
the Higher Education Authority (HEA), administers a number of access measures including 
the Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD), the purpose of which is to assist students with 
disabilities.  A range of supports are available at third level colleges to support students who 
have disabilities or special educational needs.  Details of the additional support and services 
that are available for students with medical conditions/disabilities at third level colleges will be 
provided by the Disability Officers at each college.

The supports which will be provided for students with special educational needs, including 
Dyspraxia/Developmental Coordination Disorder (DCD), will take account of the needs that 
each pupil has and the type of college or course that they are attending.

Students with disabilities or severe medical conditions should contact the Disability Office 
before the beginning of the academic year to find out what disability supports will be available 
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to them and will need to discuss with the Disability/Access Officer in the college/university 
details of their needs based requirement in college.

17/04/2018WRU02500School Transport

17/04/2018WRU02600425. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the privatisation of bus routes (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16078/18]

17/04/2018WRU02700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently over 116,000 children, including over 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at a total cost of 
almost €190 million in 2017.

Bus Éireann is obliged to tender all works, goods and services in line with the European 
Directives on public procurement, which includes school transport services performed by con-
tractors under the School Transport Scheme.  

In this regard, Bus Éireann has advised that the school transport service referred to by the 
Deputy is currently out to tender.

Bus Éireann has also confirmed that the scheduled public bus services referred to will con-
tinue to operate as per the scheduled timetable.

17/04/2018WRU02800School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRU02900426. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the additional accommodation application by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16101/18]

17/04/2018WRU03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment has received an application for additional accommodation at the school referred to by 
the Deputy.

The application is currently being considered and a decision will be conveyed to the school 
authority as soon as the assessment process is completed.

17/04/2018WRU03100School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRU03200427. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication for additional accommodation by a school (details supplied); the timeframe for a deci-
sion on this application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16102/18]

17/04/2018WRU03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment has received an application for additional accommodation from the school referred to 
by the Deputy.  The application will be considered as soon as possible and a decision will be 
conveyed to the school authority as soon as this process has been completed.
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17/04/2018WRU03400School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRU03500428. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication for additional accommodation by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16153/18]

17/04/2018WRU03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has received an application for additional accommodation from the school 
in question.

The application will be assessed and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority as 
soon as the assessment process has been completed. 

17/04/2018WRU03700School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRU03800429. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an appeal 
for additional funding for a second home economics room by a school (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16156/18]

17/04/2018WRU03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has received correspondence from the school in question relating to a home 
economics room.

In this regard, my Department has sought additional information from the school authority 
and once this is received and considered, a decision will be conveyed to the school.

17/04/2018WRU04000School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRU04100430. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding in 
respect of a school (details supplied) in County Kildare will be expedited; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16277/18]

17/04/2018WRU04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment has received an application for additional accommodation from the school referred to 
by the Deputy.

The application is being considered and my Department has been in recent contact with the 
school authority in this regard.  A decision on the application will be conveyed to the school 
authority as soon as the assessment process has been completed.

17/04/2018WRU04300Schools Building Projects

17/04/2018WRU04400431. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the tender process 
and awarding of a contract to construct a new school building (details supplied) will proceed as 
soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16279/18]

17/04/2018WRU04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project to which the 
Deputy refers has been devolved for delivery to the local Education and Training Board (ETB).

The project has been tendered and the ETB recently submitted the Tender Report.  This 
Report is currently being evaluated by my Department.  My Department will be in contact with 
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the ETB as soon as possible in relation to the outcome.

17/04/2018WRU04600School Transport

17/04/2018WRU04700432. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the value of indi-
vidual contracts for school buses (details supplied) in each county; if there are large differences 
from county to county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16280/18]

17/04/2018WRU04800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently over 116,000 children, including almost 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at a total cost of 
almost €190 million in 2017.

Bus Éireann is obliged to tender all works, goods and services in line with the European 
Directives on public procurement, which includes school transport services performed by con-
tractors under the School Transport Scheme.  

The value of Contracts for school buses for each county is dependent on a number of factors 
such as the number of eligible children, size of vehicle and length of the journey.

As part of the procurement process, the rate for each Contract is evaluated through a defined 
tender process where the Contractor establishes the rate, in line with prevailing market condi-
tions.

The information in relation to individual contracts is commercially sensitive, however, the 
current procurement process complies with all guidelines associated with EU directives and is 
subject to Independent audit.

17/04/2018WRU04900Site Acquisitions

17/04/2018WRU05000433. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the site acquisition process in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Cork; when a 
planning application will be lodged; the person or body carrying out the detailed design work; 
the timeline for the construction of the new school; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16283/18]

17/04/2018WRU05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, a suitable site has been identified to accommodate the school to which he refers.  The 
conveyancing process is currently underway and all parties are working with a view to the prop-
erty transferring into the Minister’s ownership at the earliest possible date.  

The school building project for the school in question is included on the 6 year schools 
construction programme and is scheduled to commence construction in 2019-2021.  The school 
building project is currently in architectural planning.  Plans are at an advanced stage and of-
ficials in my Department will be inviting the school to view these plans in the coming weeks in 
advance of lodging the planning application.  It is not possible to provide a timeframe for pro-
ceeding to tender and construction until such time as all statutory approvals have been secured.
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17/04/2018WRV00200School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRV00300434. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps that 
have been taken to meet the temporary accommodation requirements of a school (details sup-
plied) in County Cork for the 2018-19 school year; the timeframe for the progression of the 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16284/18]

17/04/2018WRV00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project for the school 
referred to by the Deputy has been devolved to the patron body, Educate Together, for delivery.

A planning application has been submitted for temporary school accommodation which will 
consist of 12 classrooms with en-suite toilets, staffroom, 4 learning support rooms, Principals 
office, administration office, to accommodate and consolidate the school on one site for Sep-
tember 2018.  

Officials in my Department have been working towards the acquisition of a permanent site 
and have engaged with officials in the relevant local authority in that respect.  My Department 
has reached agreement with the landowner of the preferred site and the acquisition is currently 
progressing through the conveyancing stage. Preliminary design work in respect of the school 
building project has commenced and a pre-planning meeting between Department representa-
tives and local authority officials has taken place. All parties are working with a view to the 
property transferring into the Minister’s ownership at the earliest possible date.

17/04/2018WRV00500School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRV00600435. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has 
been issued by his Department, following nationwide demographic exercises, that will deter-
mine the locations in which additional school accommodation will be needed in the future; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16301/18]

17/04/2018WRV00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, I announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the next 4 years (2019 
to 2022). This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my 
Department into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and 
the 4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the neces-
sary infrastructure.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accom-
modation in other areas in the future.  Based on the current analysis, this need can be addressed 
through either planned capacity increases in existing schools or additional accommodation or 
extensions to existing schools.  Approximately 40% of extra school places are delivered by 
extending existing schools. 

I have highlighted that the requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review 
and in particular would have regard for the increased roll-out of housing provision as outlined 
in Project Ireland 2040. 

17/04/2018WRV00800Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRV00900436. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the con-
struction of a secondary school will commence on the old greyhound track in Harold’s Cross; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16326/18]

17/04/2018WRV01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The acquisition of the site 
at Harold’s Cross is in the final stages of conveyancing process. 

Once the acquisition is complete, my Department will be in a position to progress the proj-
ect to architectural planning with a view to providing permanent accommodation on the site. 

17/04/2018WRV01100Quality and Qualifications Ireland

17/04/2018WRV01200437. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the number of industrial relations cases that are ongoing in QQI at present; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16332/18]

17/04/2018WRV01300438. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
and type of industrial relations, bullying and personnel cases and grievances in which QQI has 
been involved in each year since 2012 by case type, in tabular form; the grades involved in 
each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16333/18]

17/04/2018WRV01400439. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to of the number of industrial relations cases and grievances that have been 
settled between QQI and existing or former staff since 2012; the cost of these settlements; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16334/18]

17/04/2018WRV01500440. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
cases involving outside mediation in which QQI has been involved in each of the years 2012 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; the cost of each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16335/18]

17/04/2018WRV01600441. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
reports that have been commissioned by QQI relating to industrial relations, personnel, bullying 
and related matters; the cost of each; the status of the publication of each; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16336/18]

17/04/2018WRV01700442. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
reports that have been commissioned by his Department relating to QQI to investigate indus-
trial relations, personnel, bullying and related matters; the cost of each; the status of the publica-
tion of each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16337/18]

17/04/2018WRV01800447. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to agreements reached between current and former staff of QQI which relate to 
industrial relations disputes and grievances; the number of confidentiality clauses contained in 
these; if he will seek an explanation from the board of QQI as to the rationale for the secrecy; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16342/18]

17/04/2018WRV01900448. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the number of industrial relations cases QQI has been involved in since 
its foundation involving outside agencies, such as the Labour Court and WRC, and mediation 
services; the number by case type since the foundation of QQI, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16343/18]

17/04/2018WRV02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 437 to 442, inclusive, 447 and 448 together.
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Since its establishment in 2012, QQI has been engaged in 7 cases of an industrial relations 
nature. Material in relation to these cases is set out in tabular form.

Year Case type Outcome
2012 Joint referral to a LRC con-

ciliation conference process 
by Unions representing staff 
re matters related to the 
amalgamation of FETAC, 
HETAC and the NQAI.

An agreement was reached 
on foot of this process in 
December 2012 and has 
been fully implemented. 

2014 Labour Court referral by 
a Union representing staff 
regarding linkages to the 
Education Sector and the 
Staff Structure at QQI. 

A Labour Court Recommen-
dation was issued and this 
has been fully implemented. 

2014 Referral to LRC by a Union 
representing a member of 
staff in relation to a legacy 
grading dispute.

The matter was heard by a 
rights commissioner and the 
matter was concluded. The 
concluding agreement is 
subject to a confidentiality 
clause.  

2016 Personal Grievance This matter was referred for 
mediation as part of QQI’s 
grievance procedures. As 
part of this process, a report 
was commissioned at a cost 
of €1,150. The matter was 
not resolved at mediation 
and a personal case was 
referred to the WRC where 
an Adjudicating Officer 
(AO) found in favour of 
the staff member in 2016.   
The matter was appealed 
to the Labour Court where 
the decision of the AO was 
upheld.  The decision of the 
Labour Court has now been 
fully addressed including the 
payment of a settlement of 
€10,000.



Questions - Written Answers

236

Year Case type Outcome
2016 Personal Grievance This matter was referred for 

mediation as part of QQI’s 
grievance procedures.  The 
matter was not resolved at 
mediation and a formal com-
plaint was made by the staff 
member via QQI’s internal 
procedures.  The complaint 
was fully investigated but 
was not upheld. This out-
come was further upheld on 
appeal. 

2016 Referral to WRC by a Union 
representing a member of 
staff in relation to a legacy 
grading dispute.

The matter was initially 
brought to a conciliation 
conference at WRC in 2016. 
This process was unsuccess-
ful resulting in a referral 
directly to the Labour Court.  
A Labour Court Recommen-
dation was issued on 25 July 
2016 with which QQI has 
complied. The recommenda-
tion included the commis-
sioning of an independent 
job evaluation report which 
was carried out at a cost 
of €3,600. The matter was 
referred back to the WRC 
by the Union in January 
2018 for a conciliation 
conference. QQI is awaiting 
clarification of the nature of 
the referral. This matter is 
ongoing. 

2017 Referral to the WRC regard-
ing termination of a fixed 
term contact.  

QQI is currently awaiting 
the outcome of a hearing 
before a WRC Adjudicating 
Officer. This matter is ongo-
ing.  

17/04/2018WRV02600Quality and Qualifications Ireland

17/04/2018WRV02700443. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
recruitment in QQI is not carried out via the Public Appointments Service; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16338/18]

17/04/2018WRV02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): QQI engages with and 
consults the Public Appointments Service in relation to matters of recruitment. 

QQI advertises its vacancies through the Public Jobs website for posts above those at Grade 
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III.

QQI utilises recruitment agencies approved by the Commission for Public Service Appoint-
ments for the purposes of recruitment at Grade III. The majority of these appointments are of a 
temporary nature.

17/04/2018WRV02900Quality and Qualifications Ireland Expenditure

17/04/2018WRV03000444. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the approxi-
mate cost of outside consultants engaged by QQI for the purpose of drafting reports on the func-
tion, governance and structure of the organisation in each year since 2012; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16339/18]

17/04/2018WRV03100446. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to a report (details supplied) which was published on the structure of QQI; the 
cost of the production of this report; the status of the implementation of the recommendations; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16341/18]

17/04/2018WRV03200449. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has drawn to the high number of outside consultants used by QQI since its foundation; the 
estimated cost of each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16344/18]

17/04/2018WRV03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 444, 446 and 449 together.

In 2016, my Department appointed Clarion Consulting Limited to conduct an organisational 
review of QQI. On completion of this review in December of that year, a report was provided 
to both my Department and QQI. This report identified challenges within the agency and made 
a series of recommendations to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of QQI. The value of 
this contract was €29,450. 

To facilitate the implementation of this Report, a steering committee comprised of represen-
tatives of QQI’s board, management, staff and officials from my Department was established 
in 2017. An Industrial Relations Forum was created in parallel to allow for discussion of any 
industrial relations issues arising from implementation. 

With my Department’s support, QQI has procured Rubicon Strategic Consulting to provide 
the change management expertise necessary to support the implementation of the organisa-
tional review. The process of implementation is currently underway.

17/04/2018WRV03400Quality and Qualifications Ireland Staff

17/04/2018WRV03500445. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the number of secondees from QQI; the locations in which they are working; 
the role and grade of each; if they are counted as part of the wholetime equivalent numbers for 
QQI; if they are being paid in whole or in part by QQI for each year since 2012; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16340/18]

17/04/2018WRV03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): QQI has 6 staff on second-
ment, the details of whom are reflected in the table.

Secondments are recorded as part of QQI’s reporting to my Department in relation to its 
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staffing numbers in addition to being reflected and published in the agency’s annual financial 
statement. 

Grade Seconded Location Duration   Recoupment of Sal-
ary

SLIII The Higher Educa-
tion Association 
(THEA)

2011 to date Yes

SLII Department of Edu-
cation and Skills

2013 to date Yes

SLII Education and Train-
ing Boards Ireland 
(ETBI)

2015 to date Yes

SLII Trinity College Dub-
lin (TCD) 

2016 to date No

Grade IV European Commis-
sion

2015 to date No

Grade IV Department of Edu-
cation and Skills/De-
partment of Justice 
and Equality

2016 to date Yes

Question No. 446 answered with Question No. 444.

Questions Nos. 447 and 448 answered with Question No. 437.

Question No. 449 answered with Question No. 444.

17/04/2018WRV04100Quality and Qualifications Ireland

17/04/2018WRV04200450. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the QQI budget for 2017; if there has been a shortfall; if so, if this shortfall 
has been remedied by additional funds from his Department; if additional funds provided are 
from the 2018 budget allocation; the amount involved; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16345/18]

17/04/2018WRV04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): QQI is funded both from 
the Exchequer and income generated from the charging of fees. A substantial element of QQI’s 
fee income is demand led and consequently revenue from this source can vary year on year. 
When this income has increased beyond annual projections, QQI has realised resultant savings 
in its Exchequer allocation.

Over the latter period of 2017, QQI experienced a reduction in its fee income. This is the 
first reduction in the overall level of fee income received by QQI since its establishment. De-
spite budgetary savings being identified, the agency required an additional €344,000 in Exche-
quer funding to meet its operational costs to year end.

QQI’s Exchequer funding allocation for this year has been increased from €4m to €4.505m. 
This is based on revised projections for the level of fee income to be received in 2018 and also 
provides for pay restoration under the Lansdowne Road Agreement.
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17/04/2018WRW00200Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRW00300451. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the new 
school building for a school (details supplied) will be progressed in view of the fact that there 
has been no movement on the building since the agreed schedule of accommodation with his 
Department in September 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16358/18]

17/04/2018WRW00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s Capital 
Programme.

The formulation of the accommodation brief for the project is being finalised which will in 
due course allow my Department to liaise with the school in the context of initiating the archi-
tectural planning process for the project.

17/04/2018WRW00500Schools Building Projects Data

17/04/2018WRW00600452. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
delivery of new school buildings under the ADAPT 18 programme; the number of new schools 
that have been delivered; the status of all projects under the programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [16361/18]

17/04/2018WRW00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): ADAPT stands for Accel-
erated Delivery of Architectural Planning and Tendering. 

 It is a pilot programme of 20 major projects which uses a professional external Project 
Manager (PM) to coordinate and drive the respective design teams on each project.  The inten-
tion of ADAPT is to provide an improved, accelerated delivery timeframe for each of those 
projects.

The Project Manager was appointed in mid 2015 and the design teams for each of the proj-
ects were appointed in January 2016. 

17 of the 20 projects have to date reached advanced architectural planning with most cur-
rently completing stage 2(b). 

17/04/2018WRW00800Schools Building Projects Data

17/04/2018WRW00900453. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which primary and second level school building requirements are being met in Clane, County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16367/18]

17/04/2018WRW01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department’s Capital 
Programme (2016-2021) continues to address the challenges posed by the significant bulge in 
pupil enrolments going through our schools.  This has seen a significant expansion in the rate 
of provision of new school places.  The Capital Programme details the school projects that are 
being progressed through the architectural planning process, which includes a building project 
for a primary school in Clane, County Kildare.

The Deputy will be aware that I announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools 
over the next 4 years (2019 to 2022).  This announcement follows nationwide demographic 
exercises carried out by my Department into the current and future need for primary and post-
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primary school places across the country.  The requirement for new schools will be kept under 
on-going review and in particular will have regard to the impact of the increased roll-out of 
housing provision to meet balanced regional development as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

17/04/2018WRW01100Teacher Redeployment

17/04/2018WRW01200454. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a reply 
will issue to correspondence from a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16388/18]

17/04/2018WRW01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The issues raised in the 
correspondence referred to by the Deputy have been considered by my Department.  The cor-
respondence was resubmitted to my Department and a response has issued.

The issues raised relate to teacher mobility and the redeployment arrangements at primary 
level.

The redeployment arrangements is the first method used to fill vacancies in the primary 
school system.  Permanent teaching vacancies at primary level are filled, in the first instance, 
by permanent/CID holding teachers that are surplus in their own schools. Following this pro-
cess, permanent vacancies are filled by eligible teachers on Supplementary Panels.  Once the 
redeployment panels have cleared, primary schools with permanent vacancies may proceed to 
open competition to fill these vacancies. Temporary posts are filled by open competition which 
appropriately qualified teachers are eligible to apply for.  

The redeployment arrangements are reviewed and agreed annually with the Education Part-
ners (i.e. School management bodies, Teacher Unions etc). Arrangements for the 2018/19 school 
year have been finalised and are available on the Department website in Circular 0010/2018.

Circular 0063/2017, “Leadership and Management in Primary Schools”, has introduced 
the phasing in of open competition for Deputy Principal posts. From 2022, all primary schools 
will be able to fill Deputy Principal posts through open competition, where vacancies exist. It 
is envisaged that this development will support teacher mobility and provide promotional op-
portunities for teachers.

17/04/2018WRW01400Physical Education Facilities

17/04/2018WRW01500455. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a request has 
been made by the LMETB for resources to develop playing pitches at a school (details sup-
plied); when this work will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16391/18]

17/04/2018WRW01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has re-
ceived an application from LMETB for funding to develop playing pitches at the school re-
ferred to by the Deputy.

The Deputy will be aware that my Department has already provided significant P.E. facili-
ties at the education campus in question for the benefit of the primary and post-primary schools 
on the campus. This includes two general purpose rooms, three external ball courts and two 
Junior Play areas for the primary school.  In addition, a P.E. hall and six external hard play areas 
were provided at the post-primary school. 

I understand that the LMETB has also developed a one acre pitch on the campus.
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The application from LMETB must be considered in the context of my Department’s cur-
rent priority which is the provision of essential classroom accommodation in areas where sig-
nificant demographic need has been established to ensure that each child will have access to a 
physical school place.  In the circumstances, my Department is not in a position, at this point, 
to provide funding for the purpose for which it was sought.

17/04/2018WRW01700Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRW01800456. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
planned new school development at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16392/18]

17/04/2018WRW01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 
2b (Detailed Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured.

My Department gave approval to the school authorities to have their Design Team com-
mence the process of Pre-Qualification of Contractors, my Department has been informed by 
the Design Team that this process is now complete.

The Design Team recently submitted a revised Stage 2(b) to my Department.  Upon review 
of the revised submission the Department will revert to the school with a timeframe for progres-
sion of the project to tender stage.

A letter issued to the school and it’s Design Team on 8 March 2018 outlining the projected 
timeframe for progression of this project to tender and construction stage and the steps involved.

17/04/2018WRW02000Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRW02100457. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
planned new school development at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16393/18]

17/04/2018WRW02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project to which the 
Deputy refers has been devolved for delivery to the National Development Finance Agency.  
The project is currently at stage 2 B of the architectural planning process.  Planning permis-
sion has been sought.  A request for further information by the local authority on the planning 
application was responded to recently and a decision on the planning permission application is 
now awaited.

17/04/2018WRW02300School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRW02400458. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application by a school (details supplied) for a permanent extension; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16411/18]

17/04/2018WRW02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which 
the Deputy refers was approved a grant under my Department’s Additional Accommodation 
Scheme 2017 to provide a resource room.  
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Additional funding was approved by my Department in February 2018 following a submis-
sion from the school and the scope of works was increased to bring the overall level of accom-
modation to be provided to 2 resource rooms.

The school reverted to my Department in March 2018 requesting approval for an increased 
floor area and for the resource accommodation to be provided by way of a single general sized 
classroom.  Approval was subsequently given by my Department for the school to proceed with 
this proposal on condition that the school undertakes to fund any costs over and above the grant 
for two separate resource rooms.    

As this is a devolved project it is now a matter for the School Authority to advance the 
project.

17/04/2018WRW02600School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRW02700459. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application by a school (details supplied) for additional school accommodation due to a growth 
in roll numbers; if funding will be granted for the installation and rental of two prefabricated 
buildings to accommodate two extra classes from 1 September 2018 for the 2018/2019 aca-
demic year until a permanent solution is agreed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16412/18]

17/04/2018WRW02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment has received an application for additional accommodation from the school referred to 
by the Deputy.

My Department has requested additional information from the school authority relating to 
the application and once this is received and considered, a decision will be conveyed to the 
school.

17/04/2018WRW02900School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRW03000460. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application by a school (details supplied) for an extension and associated building works; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16413/18]

17/04/2018WRW03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment has received an application for additional accommodation from the school referred to 
by the Deputy.

The application will be assessed and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority as 
soon as the assessment process is completed.

17/04/2018WRW03200Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRW03300461. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the likely 
impact on a construction project (details supplied) following the appointment of an examiner 
to a group; if the completion date will be met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16418/18]
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17/04/2018WRW03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The building project to 
which the Deputy refers is continuing to progress to schedule.  My Department and the local 
ETB, to whom the project has been devolved for delivery, are closely monitoring the project in 
the context of the main contractor having recently entering examinership.

17/04/2018WRW03500Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRW03600462. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
clerical officers and clerical assistants in his Department on temporary contracts by years of 
service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil Service when they have 
served a fixed period of time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16428/18]

17/04/2018WRW03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department currently 
has 32 Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) engaged across four locations, to supplement the 
existing staffing cohort of the Department.  The majority of TCOs have been appointed to posi-
tions which are temporary due to the short-term nature of the body of work or in a small number 
of cases the positions are to cover a number maternity or long-term sick leave absences, for 
which contracts of indefinite duration would not be warranted.

The clerical assistant grade no longer exists in the civil service.

Location Number of 
TCOs 

Less than 1 
year

1-2 years 2-3 years 3 + years 

Dublin 7 5 2 0 0
Tullamore 9 9 0 0 0
Athlone 15 5 4 5 1
Navan 1 0 1 0 0
Total 32 19 7 5 1

17/04/2018WRW03800School Funding

17/04/2018WRW03900463. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the grant fund that 
was received by a former school (details supplied). [16465/18]

17/04/2018WRW04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The table outlines annual 
funding issued by my Department to the school referred by the Deputy from 2004 – 2017.  

This includes capitation related funding that is provided by my Department to schools as 
a contribution towards ancillary costs and general running expenses including heating, light-
ing, cleaning, general upkeep, the stocking of libraries and the purchase of equipment.  It also 
includes other financial supports such as grants towards the cost of capital projects, ICT infra-
structure, etc.

The Deputy should note that funding provided in 2008/2009 includes capital funding for 
a new school and also funding provided in 2015/2016 includes capital funding for additional 
classrooms.

Year Amount
2004 €49,688
2005 €61,205
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Year Amount
2006 €106,360
2007 €97,164
2008 €2,275,374
2009 €1,658,764
2010 €110,739
2011 €117,153
2012 €163,413
2013 €111,556
2014 €146,945
2015 €715,945
2016 €541,272
2017 €172,176

17/04/2018WRW04100Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRW04200464. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the delivery of new schools (details supplied) in County Kildare. [16469/18]

17/04/2018WRW04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b (Detailed 
Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents.  A decision to grant Planning Permission and Disability Access Certificate has been 
secured from Kildare County Council.  A decision on the Fire Safety Certificate is expected 
shortly.

Once all Statutory Approvals are received the Design Team will work on finalising the Stage 
2b report which will be submitted through the Board of Management to my Department. 

Upon receipt and review of this report my Department will revert to the Board of Manage-
ment with regard to the further progression of the project at that time.

A letter issued from my Department to the Board of Management on 9 March 2018 outlin-
ing the projected timeframe for the progression of this project to tender and construction stage 
and the steps involved.

17/04/2018WRW04400Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRW04500465. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the expected com-
pletion time for an extension for a school (details supplied) in County Kildare. [16470/18]

17/04/2018WRW04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The building project to 
which the Deputy refers is expected to be completed in time for the commencement of the 
2018/19 school year.  

17/04/2018WRW04700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/04/2018WRW04800466. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the de-
cision to cut funding to a centre (details supplied) resulting in its likely closure; if the decision 
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will be reversed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16519/18]

17/04/2018WRW04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Ensuring every child is 
supported and given the opportunity to reach their full potential is a key priority for this Gov-
ernment. 

The Department is committed to improving educational outcomes for members of the Trav-
eller and Roma communities.  

St. Thomas’s Clonshaugh is a school with Special School designation dating from a period 
when separate education provision for members of the Traveller community was the norm.    

The phasing out of segregated education provision for Traveller children began in 2006 in 
accordance with Government policy which was developed in consultation with Traveller rep-
resentative groups.     

St. Thomas’s is currently the only remaining education centre for segregated post-primary 
provision for Traveller students in the country. 

The Department of Education and Skills has been engaging with the Patron of St Thomas’s 
for many years to progress the transfer of its student cohort to the mainstream school system in 
line with this agreed national policy.   

It is important to note that, as with all schools under private patronage, the decision in rela-
tion to school closure, amalgamation etc. ultimately rests with the Patron.    

In order to ensure a smooth and effective transition of provision for students, my officials 
are engaging with the school Patron and the Educational Welfare Service of Tusla in relation to 
future education provision for the current student cohort in St. Thomas’s. Tusla’s Educational 
Welfare Service is available to work with parents to source school places for the current pupil 
cohort, including 3 students at Leaving Certificate level who would be due to sit exams in 2019.    

17/04/2018WRW05000Departmental Funding

17/04/2018WRW05100467. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funds will be re-
leased to a body (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16612/18]

17/04/2018WRW05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that provision has already been made for the use of the majority of the funds realised from the 
sale of the property in question.  The further utilisation of the balance of the funds involved re-
mains under consideration and the body will be advised when possible.

17/04/2018WRX00200School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRX00300468. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has received a capital funding application by a school (details supplied) in County Mayo; if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that the project involves the inclusion of accommoda-
tion and facilities for children with additional needs; the timeframe for the processing of the 
application and commencement of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16635/18]

17/04/2018WRX00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that an ap-
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plication for additional accommodation was submitted by the school referred to by the Deputy 
to provide accommodation to facilitate children with special educational needs.

Approval in principle has been sanctioned for a devolved grant under the Additional School 
Accommodation Scheme.  The site development is complex and, in that regard, a project brief is 
nearing completion. Once completed, my Department will make direct contact with the school 
in respect of the next steps.

17/04/2018WRX00500Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRX00600469. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school build that a company (details supplied) was working on; the implications the examiner-
ship of the company will have for the build in terms of potential delays; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16637/18]

17/04/2018WRX00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The building project to 
which the Deputy refers is continuing to progress to schedule.  My Department and the local 
ETB, to whom the project has been devolved for delivery, are closely monitoring the project in 
the context of the main contractor recently entering examinership.

17/04/2018WRX00800Teacher Training Provision

17/04/2018WRX00900470. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to introduce a training scheme for teachers at both primary and secondary levels in the use of 
emergency medicines such as EpiPens and Salbutamol; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16647/18]

17/04/2018WRX01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the provisions of the 
Education Act 1998, the Board of Management is the body charged with the direct governance 
of a school.  The welfare and safety of pupils is of paramount importance and schools have a 
duty of care to the pupils under their control.  School management should, therefore, take what-
ever measures are necessary to ensure that no pupil or staff member is exposed to unacceptable 
risk.

It is important that the school management authorities would request parents to ensure that 
the school is made aware of any medical condition suffered by any pupil attending. Where the 
school is aware of potential difficulties that may arise as a consequence of a medical condition 
suffered by one or more pupils, it may be possible for the management authorities, working in 
conjunction with the parents, teachers, staff and children to put preventative measures in place 
to lessen the possibility of any difficulties arising or to ensure that, if a pupil suffers from an 
illness requiring medication, that appropriate treatment is available.

The administration of medicines in primary schools is the subject of an agreement between 
the Irish National Teachers Organisation (INTO) and the organisations representing school 
management at primary level. While this agreement specifies that no teacher can be required to 
administer medicine or drugs to pupils, it also sets out procedures that must be followed where 
a teacher or teachers agree to do so. 

Where a child requires adult assistance to administer medicine and where the extent of as-
sistance required would overly disrupt normal teaching time, SNA support may be allocated for 
this purpose.
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It is a matter for the Board of Management to ensure that SNAs are in a position to ef-
fectively meet the care needs of pupil/pupils for whom SNA support has been allocated in the 
school when appointing an SNA. 

Where specific training is required, the Board of Management should liaise with the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) in order to ensure that the HSE provides guidance and training that 
enables the SNA to meet the care needs of the pupil in an appropriate manner. It is a matter for 
individual school authorities to make such arrangements locally. 

It is my Department’s experience that once the matter has been discussed in detail with the 
Board of Management and staff of a school, and once all parties are clear as to the procedures 
to be followed, arrangements can normally be made to administer the type of medicine which 
may be required.

In September 2016, I requested the NCSE to lead a comprehensive review of the Special 
Needs Assistant Scheme to identify and recommend how, in the future, the additional care 
needs of students, over and above those needs that could be reasonably expected to be managed 
by teaching staff, should be met and to identify and recommend the most appropriate form of 
support options to provide better outcomes for students with Special Educational Needs who 
have additional care needs, having regard to the significant amount of State investment in this 
area.

The administration of medication and other such issues in schools, has been raised with the 
NCSE as part of the consultation process of this review.

In May 2017 the NCSE brought forward a number of recommendations which were urgent, 
the first related to the need to set up a separate review group to identify options for an alternate 
and improved model for providing care supports and the second, proposed a separate review of 
provision for children with complex medical needs. 

Separate Working Groups undertook that work over the months since the NCSEs recom-
mendations and reports of those working groups have been finalised. 

The full report of the SNA Comprehensive Review, which will be informed by the Report 
from the Working Group  to consider an alternative model of SNA allocation and the working 
group on Nursing Supports for students with complex medical needs has now been submitted 
to my office and its contents are under consideration.

17/04/2018WRX01100Schools Site Acquisitions

17/04/2018WRX01200471. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
made in locating a permanent site for a school (details supplied); if Dublin City Council has 
secured such a site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16667/18]

17/04/2018WRX01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A site has been identified to 
accommodate a permanent school building for the school to which the Deputy refers.  The site 
is being acquired by my Department and the acquisition is at an advanced stage.

17/04/2018WRX01400Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRX01500472. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 172 of 13 February 2018, the status of the progression on the project 
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to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16718/18]

17/04/2018WRX01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b (Detailed 
Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. All statutory approvals have been secured.  

The Stage 2(b) submission has been reviewed by my Department and a letter recently is-
sued to the school and its Design Team advising them of a timeframe for the progression of this 
project.  This project has been authorised to commence the Pre-Qualification of Contractors.

17/04/2018WRX01700Emergency Works Scheme Applications

17/04/2018WRX01800473. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
for the delay in approving a project in respect of an emergency works scheme application by 
a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16728/18]

17/04/2018WRX01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Funding has been ap-
proved for the works at the school to which the Deputy refers.  The school has been notified of 
my Department’s decision.

17/04/2018WRX02000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/04/2018WRX02100474. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if further consid-
eration will be given to an application for a special class by a school (details supplied) in view 
of the enrolment of children for September 2018 that have particular educational needs; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16735/18]

17/04/2018WRX02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for organising and planning provision for children 
with Special Educational Needs, including the establishment of special classes in mainstream 
primary and post primary schools. 

Special classes offer a supportive learning environment to students with ASD who are un-
able to access the curriculum in a mainstream class, even with support, for most or all of their 
school day. Special classes are for students who have a recommendation for a special class 
placement in their professional reports.

ASD special classes are resourced to cater for six pupils with complex educational needs 
arising from their diagnosis of autism and as such are staffed with a reduced PTR (6:1 Primary 
and 6:1.5 Post Primary) and two Special Needs Assistants.  

When new ASD special classes are established in schools, the NCSE will sanction the ad-
ditional teacher and SNA allocations. This will be reflected in the schools overall staffing al-
location for special educational needs, issued in June of each year.

Schools may apply to the NCSE to open a special class where a need has been identified in 
their area i.e. a number of students have professional reports indicating they require the support 
of a special class.

The NCSE, in looking to open special classes, must take into account the present and future 
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potential need for such classes, taking particular account of the educational needs of the chil-
dren concerned. The NCSE will also take account of location and sustainability in looking to 
establish special classes in certain areas.  

In addition, the NCSE will consider:

- the school’s accommodation and accessibility

- the number of special classes, if any, already in the school.

The NCSE has advised officials in my Department that an application has been received 
from the school referred to by the Deputy and a decision letter will issue to the school shortly. 

My Department continues to work with the NCSE to ensure that there is appropriate plan-
ning in place to ensure that all children who require special class placements can access such 
placements in schools within their communities.

17/04/2018WRX02300School Staff

17/04/2018WRX02400475. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the ad-
ditional teaching posts that have been applied for by a school (details supplied) in County Cork 
will be sanctioned; his views on whether the school is entitled to the additional teachers due 
to the number of students enrolled at the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16743/18]

17/04/2018WRX02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The key factor for deter-
mining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule 
for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. Budget 2018 
announced a one point improvement to the primary staffing schedule, which reduced the av-
erage pupil teacher ratio to 26:1.  The improved staffing schedule has been implemented for 
the 2018/19 school year and is set out in Circular 0010/2018, available on the Department of 
Education website.

In establishing their staffing for the 2018/19 school year, schools may appoint the number 
of teachers allowed for on the staffing schedule using the school enrolment of 30th   September 
2017.   Any teachers appointed from the staffing schedule must be engaged in teaching duties 
within the school.  Schools are subject to the published redeployment arrangements in filling 
teaching vacancies.

17/04/2018WRX02600Apprenticeship Programmes

17/04/2018WRX02700476. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to intro-
duce an apprenticeship or traineeship in the farm contracting sector. [16753/18]

17/04/2018WRX02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
This Government is committed to expanding the apprenticeship and traineeship model into new 
sectors of the economy.  The Government will double the number of apprenticeships through 
our Apprenticeship Plan.  Last year, a second call for apprenticeship proposals invited consortia 
of enterprise, professional bodies and education and training providers to submit proposals for 
apprenticeship programmes to be developed to meet identified skill needs in their sector.  Aris-
ing from this call, 26 new apprenticeship proposals were approved to be further developed into 
national apprenticeship programmes.  Included in these proposals are a number of farm related 
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apprenticeships which are set out on the attached table.  It is estimated that the development 
process will take between 12 and 15 months.

A range of traineeship programmes are currently available around the country. The op-
portunity to develop new programmes in response to identified skills needs is available on an 
ongoing basis.  There are currently no traineeships in the farm contracting sector but employers, 
or employer representative bodies, interested in creating a new traineeship in this sector should 
contact their local ETB.

Proposed Apprenticeships in the Farming Sector

Proposed Appren-
ticeship

Proposed Level on 
the National Frame-
work of Qualifica-
tions

Proposed Duration Proposer/Industry 
Lead

Agriculture                         
TeagascFarm Technician 6 2 years

Farm Manager 7 2 years
Equine
Sportsturf Manage-
ment

6 2 years

Stud Farm Manage-
ment

7 2 years

Horticulture
Applied Horticulture 6 2 years

17/04/2018WRX02900School Staff

17/04/2018WRX03000477. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position in 
relation to the allocation of teachers to a school (details supplied) in County Cork for the 2018-
2019 school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16758/18]

17/04/2018WRX03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The key factor for deter-
mining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing sched-
ule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. Budget 
2018 announced a one point improvement to the primary staffing schedule, which reduced the 
average pupil teacher ratio to 26:1. The improved staffing schedule has been implemented for 
the 2018/19 school year and is set out in Circular 0010/2018, available on the Department of 
Education website.

In establishing their staffing for the 2018/19 school year, schools may appoint the number 
of teachers allowed for on the staffing schedule using the school enrolment of 30th September 
2017.  Any teachers appointed from the staffing schedule must be engaged in teaching duties 
within the school.  Schools are subject to the published redeployment arrangements in filling 
teaching vacancies.

17/04/2018WRX03200Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRX03300478. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16761/18]
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17/04/2018WRX03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of the tender process. The school was recently authorized 
to issue the Letter of Intent to the preferred tenderer. Subject to no issues arising the project is 
still on track to commence construction in the second quarter of 2018.

17/04/2018WRX03500School Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRX03600479. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the revised 
plans for a school (details supplied) in County Kildare have been received, examined and ap-
proved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16791/18]

17/04/2018WRX03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department approved 
funding for the provision of 2 additional classrooms at the school in question together with a 
contribution towards the conversion of existing accommodation to a multi-purpose room.  

An updated Stage 2a submission (detailed design) and an updated cost plan for the proj-
ect was received in February, 2018 and my Department has since approved the project to pro-
ceed to planning application stage.

17/04/2018WRX03800Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRX03900480. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the project to upgrade, improve and extend facilities at a school (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16792/18]

17/04/2018WRX04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the school to which he refers is included on the 6-year Construction 
Programme. In this regard, my Department has carried out a site visit to the school.  The project 
is currently at project brief stage and this process is currently in train.  My Department will be 
engaging with the school authority relating to commencing the architectural planning process 
for the project shortly.

17/04/2018WRX04100Schools Building Projects Status

17/04/2018WRX04200481. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which progress continues to advance the schedule for a school (details supplied); if the plans 
are progressing in accordance with projections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16793/18]

17/04/2018WRX04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
the project to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to the local Education and Train-
ing Board (ETB).

The ETB is currently pre-qualifying contractors for the project.

When this process has been completed, the project will proceed to tender and construction.

17/04/2018WRX04400School Transport Applications
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17/04/2018WRX04500482. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
to date in the determination of application for school transport in the case of a child (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16794/18]

17/04/2018WRX04600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently over 116,000 children, including over 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at a total cost of 
almost €190 million in 2017.

In general, children with special educational needs are eligible for school transport if they 
are attending the nearest recognised mainstream or special school that is or can be resourced, to 
meet their special educational needs under Department of Education and Skills criteria.

The child in question is eligible for school transport, however, Bus Éireann has advised that 
there is no existing suitable service available to meet the child’s needs.

A Special Transport Grant (STG) towards the cost of private transport arrangements may 
be provided in situations where Bus Éireann is not in a position to provide a transport service.

Officials in my Department have written to the family in question regarding this matter.

17/04/2018WRX04700School Curriculum

17/04/2018WRX04800483. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills if schools can 
offer core curriculum subjects as alternatives for students that opt out of religious instruction 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16798/18]

17/04/2018WRX04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the Constitution and 
in accordance with section 30 of the Education Act, 1998 parents have the right to have their 
children opt out of religion classes if they so wish.

In relation to religious instruction in certain second level schools my Department recently 
published Circular letter 0013/2018 “Religious instruction and worship in certain second level 
schools in the context of Article 44.2.4 of the Constitution of Ireland and section 30 of the Edu-
cation Act, 1998” which sets out a new approach to the arrangements that are made for religious 
instruction and worship in Education and Training Board (ETB) and Community post primary 
schools.  These schools are State multi-denominational schools which serve the needs of their 
community.

The key change is that those pupils who do not want instruction in line with the requirements 
of any particular religion should be timetabled for alternative tuition throughout the school year 
rather that supervised study or other activities.  These changes will ensure that children who do 
not want to participate in religious instruction will have a meaningful alternative.

The new arrangements will require State multi-denominational post primary schools to con-
sult with parents to ascertain their wishes in relation to religious instruction.  Schools will be 
required to incorporate parental choice regarding religious instruction as part of the normal 
processes for planning and timetabling subject choices generally. Decisions in relation to al-
ternative subject(s) offered for those who do not want religious instruction is a matter for each 
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school concerned.

While Circular 13/2018 has immediate effect my Department acknowledges that it will take 
time for schools to reflect the new arrangements in their work of revising new timetables for 
the 2018/19 school year. Regard will also have to be made for existing curricular choices and 
arrangements in place for junior and senior years.

The manner in which schools of a religious ethos ensures that the right to opt out of religion 
classes is upheld is a matter for each individual school.    

I believe that a school’s arrangements for those students who do not wish to attend religious 
instruction should be made clear to parents at the outset.  In that regard, the Programme for 
Government contains a commitment to publish new school admission legislation taking into 
account current draft proposals.

I am bringing forward in the Education (Admission to Schools) Bill a specific requirement 
that school enrolment policies must include details of the school’s arrangements for any stu-
dents who do not wish to attend religious instruction.  I believe this is an important measure 
which will help ensure transparency from the outset as to how a school will uphold the rights 
of parents in this regard.  The Bill passed Committee Stage on 28 June 2017 and will shortly 
proceed to Report Stage.

Furthermore a crucial way of dealing with this issue is to provide additional choice to par-
ents and in this regard the Programme for Government includes a commitment to increasing the 
rate of provision of multi-denominational schools reaching 400 by 2030.

17/04/2018WRX05000Immigration Policy

17/04/2018WRX05100484. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of 
the statute to prevent persons that have abused international human rights to enter Ireland or 
from doing business here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15023/18]

17/04/2018WRX05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It is not clear from the 
Deputy’s question as to which statute he has in mind. In the context of entry to the State, an im-
migration officer, acting on behalf of the Minister for Justice and Equality may refuse entry to 
the State to a person where he or her entry or presence in the State could pose a threat to national 
security or public policy.

In addition, Section 10(2) and 10(3) of the International Protection Act, 2015 set out the 
grounds that exclude a person from being a refugee under the Act:

(2) A person is excluded from being a refugee where there are serious reasons for consider-
ing that he or she—

(a) has committed a crime against peace, a war crime, or a crime against humanity, as de-
fined in the international instruments drawn up to make provision in respect of such crimes,

(b) has committed a serious non-political crime outside the State prior to his or her arrival 
in the State, or

(c) has been guilty of acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations as 
set out in the Preamble and Articles 1 and 2 of the Charter of the United Nations.

(3) A person is excluded from being a refugee where there are serious reasons for consider-
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ing that he or she has incited or otherwise participated in the commission of a crime or an act 
referred to in subsection (2).

These grounds are considered by the International Protection Office as part of their assess-
ment of applications for International Protection.

In the context of other persons who are in the State, it is open to me, as Minister for Jus-
tice and Equality, to make a Deportation Order in respect of such a person. Section 3(2) of the 
Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) sets out the nature of person in respect of whom such an 
Order can be made. Section 3(2)(i) specifically provides for the making of a Deportation Order 
in respect of a person whose deportation would, in the opinion of the Minister, be conducive to 
the common good.

17/04/2018WRY00200Judicial Appointments

17/04/2018WRY00300485. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he or his of-
ficials have concerns regarding the Judicial Appointments Commission Bill 2017; and if he has 
met or spoken with the Taoiseach on same. [15078/18]

17/04/2018WRY00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A significant number of 
amendments originating from opposition parties were made to the Bill as passed by the Select 
Committee on Justice and Equality.  Many of the changes made at Committee Stage are a mat-
ter of concern because the Bill as amended has a large number of inconsistencies and anoma-
lous provisions which make it unworkable from a practical point of view or unacceptable from 
a legal/constitutional point of view.   One particular area of concern is a series of Committee 
Stage amendments which had the effect of removing the ‘relevant committee’ structure under 
the Commission, a mechanism to ensure membership on the part of all court Presidents in the 
selection of judges for their own courts. The removal of the relevant committees thus removed 
the presidents of the Circuit and District courts from membership of the new Commission pro-
cesses.

I have briefed the Government in relation to these matters and secured Government ap-
proval to bring forward a number of Report Stage amendments accordingly.  I am confident that 
they will repair the various deficiencies and enable the Bill to progress its passage through the 
Houses, with the benefit of positive cross-party engagement and cooperation.

It is also important to point out that the changes I am introducing should, having regard to 
the recent comments of the European Commission, have the effect of restoring a substantial 
judicial presence into the selection processes of the Judicial Appointments Commission.

17/04/2018WRY00500Departmental Reviews

17/04/2018WRY00600486. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of the 
findings of the recent counsel-led review of his Department; if he plans to publish this report; 
and the timeframe in which he will do so. [15083/18]

17/04/2018WRY00700604. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
Collins report on the practices and procedures employed in his Department published on 27 
March 2018. [16496/18]

17/04/2018WRY00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 486 and 604 together.
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The report of the Independent Review of the response of the Department of Justice and 
Equality to requests for documents from the Disclosures Tribunal was published by the Taoise-
ach on 27 March 2018.  

I want to again thank Michael Collins SC for undertaking this task, and for the comprehen-
sive, efficient and professional way in which he carried out his review.

I welcome Mr. Collins’s central conclusion that there was no attempt by the Department of 
Justice and Equality to conceal information from the Tribunal in any way and that my predeces-
sor and Department officials acted at all times in good faith and believed that they were acting 
reasonably in the manner in which they conducted searches for documentation.  Mr. Collins 
also stated that he found no evidence of any failure to comply with Orders from the Tribunal.

I am of course concerned that emails of potential relevance to the Tribunal’s considerations 
were not located as part of the Department’s discovery process.  My Department is putting new 
measures in place that are aimed at ensuring that an oversight of this kind could not happen in 
future.  These plans are referred to and endorsed by Mr. Collins in his report.  These new mea-
sures include the use of specialist IT consultants, where needed, for discovery and the establish-
ment of a separate unit to interact with Tribunals and Commissions.  There is a Civil-service 
wide initiative underway in relation to electronic file management and this will help to ensure 
that electronic documents, including emails, can more easily be associated with relevant files.  

My full statement on the matter can be found on my Department’s website, www.justice.ie.

17/04/2018WRY00900Parental Leave

17/04/2018WRY01000487. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when legislation 
will be introduced regarding parental leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15267/18]

17/04/2018WRY01100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for Partnership Government includes a commit-
ment to increase paid parental leave during the first year of a child’s life, as research shows that 
parental care is of particular importance in the first year of life. 

To further this commitment, the Government has established an interdepartmental working 
group to develop proposals to give effect to the programme commitments. The key objectives 
of this group are to:

-  Develop options as to the duration of the leave, the age of the eligible child, and the level 
of payment to be offered;

-  Determine the usefulness of adopting a phased approach;

-  Estimate the likely costs arising; and 

-  Align any proposals as much as possible with a European Commission Proposal for a 
Directive on work-life balance for parents and carers which is currently under discussion at 
working group level under the Bulgarian Presidency of the EU. 

The interdepartmental group is currently working on a policy approach and I expect it to re-
port with its proposals towards the end of this month.  Given that the interdepartmental working 
group is not due to present its proposals until later this month, the Deputy will appreciate that it 
would be premature at this juncture to advise on the precise timeframe for the proposed intro-
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duction of new parental leave legislation.

17/04/2018WRY01200Passport Controls

17/04/2018WRY01300488. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when it is planned 
to install self-scanning passport machines at the passport gate in Cork Airport to ease passenger 
congestion. [15588/18]

17/04/2018WRY01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A national framework 
contract for the supply and installation of Automatic Border Control ‘eGates’ at the Irish State’s 
ports of entry was signed on 17 July 2017. The first phase of the project has seen the installation 
of 20 eGates at Dublin Airport (10 gates each in Terminal 1 and Terminal 2).

The eGates offer certain categories of arriving passengers (passport holders from the Euro-
pean Economic Area and Switzerland who are over 18 years of age and hold a modern, chipped 
passport) a “self-service” type channel to clear immigration control.

In their first four months of operation, over 1 million passengers have successfully used 
the eGates at Dublin Airport. The Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) aims 
to further improve the service and increase the numbers of passengers using this secure entry 
channel.

Under the contract, additional e-Gates may be installed at Dublin Airport and at other ports 
of entry, should it make operational and financial sense to do so. INIS will consider the feasibil-
ity of extending the programme to other ports of entry in future. This will be done in consulta-
tion with An Garda Síochána, who have responsibility for frontline immigration controls at 
airports and ports outside of Dublin Airport and with the relevant airport/port authority. These 
considerations will be based on examining a number of factors, such as passenger volumes, pas-
senger profile and predicted eGate usage numbers at the proposed expansion locations.

17/04/2018WRY01500Road Traffic Accidents Data

17/04/2018WRY01600489. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
fatalities that have been recorded for hit and run road traffic accidents which occurred in the 
Mallow Garda district during the period 1985 to 2017. [15928/18]

17/04/2018WRY01700490. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the individual 
breakdown of hit and run fatalities for each Garda sub-district in each of the years 1985 to 2017. 
[15929/18]

17/04/2018WRY01800491. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
two or more fatalities for each hit and run accident in each of the years 1985 to 2017 for each 
Garda sub-district. [15930/18]

17/04/2018WRY01900493. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
fatal hit and run accidents that remain outstanding and unresearched in terms of no individual 
being brought before the criminal courts for each Garda sub-district in each of the years 1984 
to 2017. [15932/18]

17/04/2018WRY02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 489 to 491, inclusive, and 493 together.
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I have requested a report from An Garda Síochána in relation to the statistics sought by the 
Deputy and I will be in contact with the Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda report. 

17/04/2018WRY02300Road Traffic Offences Data

17/04/2018WRY02400492. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
successful criminal prosecutions for each Garda sub-district in regard to hit and run incidents in 
each of the years 1985 to 2017. [15931/18]

17/04/2018WRY02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which include the 
provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that convictions are not recorded by Garda sub district but by Court 
Office. The Courts Service has further advised that it is not possible to provide the information 
regarding the number of convictions in relation to hit and run incidents in each of the years 1985 
to 2017 in the time available and that the information, where available, will be forwarded to the 
Deputy as soon as it is to hand.

Question No. 493 answered with Question No. 489.

17/04/2018WRY02700Bankruptcy Data

17/04/2018WRY02800494. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons who have availed of bankruptcy each year since the change of the law in recent years 
to shorten the term of bankruptcy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15949/18]

17/04/2018WRY02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised that the 
Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI) has confirmed that the number of persons that have availed 
of bankruptcy each year since the new legislation was enacted in December 2013 is as follows:

Year Total
2014 448
2015 479
2016 526
2017 473
In December 2013, the length of bankruptcy was reduced from 12 years to 3 years. The bank-

ruptcy term was further reduced to one year under the Bankruptcy (Amendment) Act 2015, 
which took effect in early 2016. 

In each of the years listed since changes in December 2013, the number of debtors petition-
ing for their own bankruptcy has been over 90% of the total for that year.

To give an indication of the scale of the effect of the legislative change in 2013, it might be 
noted that the number of persons declared bankrupt in 2013 was 58. 

17/04/2018WRY03000Personal Insolvency Arrangements
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17/04/2018WRY03100495. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
applications under the personal insolvency arrangements that have been completed each year 
since inception; the details of plans he has to make this option more attractive to those in ar-
rears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15952/18]

17/04/2018WRY03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Personal Insolvency 
Act 2012 comprehensively reformed and updated Irish Personal Insolvency Law and brought 
Ireland in line with international best practice, by providing for a range of debt resolution op-
tions within a statutory framework which balances the rights of creditors and debtors. 

The Personal Insolvency Arrangement (PIA) is a solution which enables agreed settlement 
of secured debt up to 3 million euro, (more if all secured creditors consent) and unsecured debt 
with no limit, with a duration of up to six years.  A PIA is the insolvency solution most suited 
to a borrower in Mortgage Arrears on their family home. Under section 104 of the Personal 
Insolvency Acts, the personal insolvency practitioner (PIP) preparing a personal insolvency 
proposal has a duty, as far as reasonably practicable, to design it on terms which will not require 
the debtor to dispose of an interest in their principal private residence or to cease to occupy it.  
There are exceptions to this obligation only where the costs of remaining in the home are dis-
proportionately large, taking account of all relevant matters, or where the debtor instructs the 
PIP in writing that he or she does not want to remain in the home.

To facilitate access to the PIA as an option for borrowers where repossession proceed-
ings have been initiated, legislation was enacted in 2013, namely, the Land and Conveyancing 
Amendment Act, to specifically provide for an adjournment of a repossession court case in 
order to allow for a homeowner to apply for a PIA which would keep them in their home. 

The section 115A court review process was introduced with effect from November 2015.  
Under this provision, where a creditor or creditors refuse a proposed personal insolvency ar-
rangement which includes mortgage arrears on the debtor’s home, the Court can be asked to 
review the creditors’ refusal. Where the Court is satisfied that the proposal is overall fair and 
reasonable, it has power to impose it on the creditors.  This effectively removes the so-called 
“Bank Veto”.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI) publishes statistics 
relating to all available statutory personal insolvency solutions (including PIAs) on its website 
on a quarterly basis: therefore, the statistics sought by the Deputy are already published. 

The following are the statistics requested.   

Personal Insolvency Arrangements Approved by Year

 Year PIA
2013 0
2014 126
2015 619
2016 697
2017 733
Total 2175
This total of 2175 personal insolvency arrangements approved includes PIAs that have been 

imposed by the Courts under the section 115A court review process. 

A significant number of section 115A cases have been pending before the Courts, awaiting 
the High Court judgment in the Meeley, Taafe and Foye cases which was delivered on 5 Feb-
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ruary 2018. Effectively, many s. 115A cases were being adjourned before the Courts pending 
the outcome of two technical and procedural challenges brought by creditors, which were ad-
dressed by this judgment. 

The Meeley judgment confirmed and developed earlier High Court decisions on the parties 
entitled to bring section 115A applications. It also confirmed and developed earlier High Court 
decisions which held  that creditors are not entitled to seek their legal costs against a Personal 
Insolvency Practitioner (PIP) personally in a s. 115A application, save in ‘highly exceptional’ 
situations such as bad faith by the PIP concerned.

Subject to any possible appeal of the Meeley judgment, it is expected that these outstanding 
court review cases can now be resolved.  The Insolvency Service of Ireland, which is a notice 
party to all s. 115A applications, indicates that some 560 such cases are currently pending be-
fore the courts. The ISI has stated that it expects the number of section 115A cases brought and 
decided to rise sharply during 2018. 

In addition, my Department is currently finalising a review of Part 3 of the Personal Insol-
vency Acts, which includes reviewing the operation of personal insolvency arrangements.  My 
officials have completed extensive work on the review, which included a public consultation 
launched last year.  I expect to receive their report towards the end of May. In consultation with 
the Minister for Finance, I expect shortly afterwards to finalise a report to be laid before the 
Oireachtas, and to bring proposals to Government to address the review’s recommendations – 
including, subject to Government agreement, proposals for legislative change. 

17/04/2018WRY03300Money Laundering

17/04/2018WRY03400496. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
fourth EU anti-money laundering directive will be transposed into legislation here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16036/18]

17/04/2018WRY03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The draft Criminal Jus-
tice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) (Amendment) Bill 2018, which will transpose 
most provisions of the Fourth Anti-Money Laundering Directive, has been under preparation 
in my Department in consultation with the Department of Finance and other relevant Depart-
ments and agencies. I intend to bring the Bill to Government for approval shortly and, subject 
to that approval, to publish the Bill by the end of this month. Further legislative changes will be 
required to transpose aspects of the Directive relating to providers of gambling services. 

The Department of Finance has responsibility for the transposition of Articles 30 and 31 of 
the Directive, establishing central registers of beneficial ownership for corporates, other legal 
entities and trusts. These articles are being transposed by secondary legislation, and work on the 
required Statutory Instruments is currently well progressed. It should also be noted that the Fifth 
Anti-Money laundering Directive, which is expected to be published in the Official Journal in 
May, sets extended deadlines for the establishment of these central registers of beneficial own-
ership for companies and trusts (18-20 months respectively after 5AMLD enters into force).

17/04/2018WRY03600Road Traffic Offences Data

17/04/2018WRY03700497. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of drivers convicted of an offence under section 38(5) of the Road Traffic Act 1961, as amended 
by the Road Traffic Act 2006, who received a penalty under the subsection, that is, driving 
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while disqualified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16041/18]

17/04/2018WRY03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, and this includes 
the provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that it is not possible to provide the information requested in the 
time available and that the information, where available, will be forwarded to the Deputy as 
soon as it is to hand.

17/04/2018WRY03900Ministerial Meetings

17/04/2018WRY04000498. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has recently 
met persons (details supplied) in regard to the tragic death of their son. [16809/18]

17/04/2018WRY04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In answer to the Deputy’s 
question, I have not recently met the persons referred to in his question but I have met them in 
the past. I have immense sympathy for the family in this tragic case. 

As the Deputy is aware, a number of complaints made to the Garda Síochána Ombudsman 
Commission by members of the family are the subject of investigation by GSOC.  

I can inform the Deputy that GSOC has now completed its criminal investigation in the 
case and has provided a copy of the report to the family, the Garda Commissioner and to me as 
Minister. It is understood that GSOC will publish this report shortly.

17/04/2018WRY04200Road Traffic Offences Data

17/04/2018WRY04300499. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of drivers who failed to surrender their licence and were summoned to court for the offence; the 
number of drivers who were convicted of the offence; the amount of the fines imposed by the 
court; the number of drivers who were summoned to court in 2017 for the offence of driving 
while disqualified: the number who were convicted; the penalty imposed in each case; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15793/18]

17/04/2018WRY04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, and this includes 
the provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that it is not possible to provide the information requested in the 
time available and that the information, where available, will be forwarded to the Deputy as 
soon as it is to hand.

17/04/2018WRY04500Road Traffic Offences Data

17/04/2018WRY04600500. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-



17 April 2018

261

ber of learner drivers who failed to surrender their licence and were summonsed to court; the 
number convicted; the penalties imposed; the number of learner drivers detected driving while 
disqualified; the number summonsed to court; the number of drivers convicted; the penalties 
imposed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15794/18]

17/04/2018WRY04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested reports 
from An Garda Síochána and the Courts Service in relation to the statistics sought by the Dep-
uty and I will be in contact with the Deputy directly on receipt of these reports. 

17/04/2018WRY04800Residency Permits

17/04/2018WRY04900501. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
an application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14986/18]

17/04/2018WRY05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been informed 
by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department, that the person 
referred to by the Deputy currently has an application pending for residency in the State, since 
8 September 2017, arising from his marriage to an Irish national.  Applications of this type, in 
fairness to all other such applicants, are dealt with in chronological order and currently take 
12 months to process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the email service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

17/04/2018WRZ00200Garda Data

17/04/2018WRZ00300502. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of in-
spectors in the Cavan and Monaghan Garda division in each of the years 2011 to 2017 and to 
date in 2018 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15003/18]

17/04/2018WRZ00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, including 
personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the 
matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in the 
context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made of 
these resources.

I am informed that as of 28 February 2018, the latest date for which figures are available, 
the total number of Gardaí assigned to the Cavan/Monaghan Division was 329 of whom 7 were 
of Inspector rank.

The filling of vacancies in the supervisory rank of inspector is a matter for the Commissioner 
who has responsibility under the Garda Síochána (Promotion) Regulations 2006 (as amended) 
for holding competitions for the selection of members for promotion to this rank and also the 
rank of sergeant.  I am advised by the Commissioner that competitions for promotion to those 
ranks are in train and that the requirements of each Division including the Cavan/Monaghan 
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Division will be considered by the Commissioner when assigning successful candidates. 

For the Deputy’s information I have attached the details of number of Inspectors allocated 
to the Cavan/Monaghan Division in 2011 to 2017 and up to February 2018, the latest date for 
which figures are available.

Number of Inspectors allocated  to the Cavan/Monaghan Division 2011-2018*

Year No.
2011 6
2012 4
2013 5
2014 6
2015 5
2016 6
2017 7
2018* 7

17/04/2018WRZ00500Visa Applications

17/04/2018WRZ00600503. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a review 
can be undertaken of the refusal of an application in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15027/18]

17/04/2018WRZ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the application referred 
to was refused on 20 February 2018, and the applicant was advised accordingly.  The applicant 
was also advised that they could appeal this decision within two months.  No appeal has been 
received as yet.

Should the applicant wish to appeal the decision, they should address the reasons for refusal 
in any appeal and submit any information or documentation that they wish the Visa Appeals 
Officer to consider.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to visamail@justice.ie.

17/04/2018WRZ00800Immigration Status

17/04/2018WRZ00900504. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the residency 
status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15028/18]
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17/04/2018WRZ01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person con-
cerned is the subject of a Deportation Order signed on 11 March 2005.  This Order requires 
the person concerned to remove themselves from the State and remain outside the State.  The 
enforcement of the Deportation Order is a matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.

Representations were received on behalf of the person concerned requesting that the depor-
tation order be revoked, pursuant to the provisions of section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 
(as amended).  All relevant aspects of the case will be considered before a decision is made.

The Deputy might wish to note that the decision to ensue from the consideration of this 
request will be to have the existing deportation order ‘affirmed’ or ‘revoked’.  Once such a de-
cision has been made, this decision will be notified in writing. In the meantime, the deportation 
order remains valid and in place.

The person concerned was required to ‘present’ at the Offices of the Garda National Immi-
gration Bureau on 7 April 2005, to make arrangements for his deportation from the State.  The 
person concerned failed to ‘present’ on that occasion and is therefore recorded as a person who 
is evading deportation.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the email service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRZ01100Direct Provision System

17/04/2018WRZ01200505. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the checks and 
oversight exercised to ensure that direct provision centres are maintaining appropriate standards 
of health and safety and fire safety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15046/18]

17/04/2018WRZ01300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
All persons seeking international protection are offered accommodation and ancillary services 
by my Department.  From a contractual perspective, each accommodation centre under contract 
to the Department is inspected three times per annum: twice by officials from the Department of 
Justice & Equality, and once by an independent inspection company with expertise in food and 
fire safety.  All aspects of the accommodation are checked, including fire safety and housekeep-
ing.  The fire safety checks include examining the fire register and checking that all equipment 
is properly maintained.  Where the inspection reveals any adverse findings, the operator of the 
centre is informed immediately and a further inspection arranged if required.

In addition to this all accommodation centres must comply with statutory requirements in 
relation to fire safety, hygiene and safety etc.  Accommodation centres are subject to inspection 
by the relevant statutory services including EHOs, the relevant Fire Officer and the Office of 
the Data Protection Commissioner.

The Department of Justice & Equality actively monitors the status of the fire certification 
on each of its contracts for accommodation and requires each contractor to forward an annual 
Certificate and Opinion of Compliance with the Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003.  The Cer-
tificate and Opinion of Compliance with the Fire Services Acts document must be signed by a 
competent person.
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Since early 2017 residents in accommodation centres under contract to the Department have 
access to the Ombudsman and Ombudsman for Children and complaints that are not resolved 
locally or through the Reception and Integration Agency may be dealt with by either office as 
appropriate.

17/04/2018WRZ01400Parental Leave

17/04/2018WRZ01500506. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
increase the age of a qualifying child in relation to parental leave from eight to 12 years of age; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15101/18]

17/04/2018WRZ01600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy is aware, Section 6 of the Parental Leave Act 1998 provides for 18 weeks unpaid 
parental leave for a child up to the age of eight, or 16 years of age in the case of a child with a 
serious illness or disability.

I can advise the Deputy that there are no current plans to increase the age for parental leave 
beyond eight years of age.  However this is an issue which may be considered in the current 
broader discussions on parental leave.  As the Deputy is aware, an inter-departmental working 
group is currently working on a report in relation to the introduction of paid parental leave and 
is due to report at the end of this month.

17/04/2018WRZ01700UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

17/04/2018WRZ01800507. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 95 of 22 March 2018, the reforms needed for Ireland to ratify the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; the roadmap to 
achieve same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15102/18]

17/04/2018WRZ01900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
It is intended that the final legislative amendments needed to enable Ireland to comply with the 
Convention will be contained in the Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016 and in a 
standalone Bill on Deprivation of Liberty.

The Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016 is currently awaiting Committee Stage 
in Dáil Éireann.

At its meeting on 5 December 2017, the Government approved the publication of draft 
legislative provisions on deprivation of liberty safeguards for public consultation.  This public 
consultation formally closed on 9 March 2018.  However, at the request of a number of organi-
sations, submissions are being accepted up to mid-April.

The Government has approved both Bills to receive priority drafting within the Office of the 
Parliamentary Counsel.

The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 also needs to be commenced and this 
requires the establishment of a Decision Support Service (DSS) under the Mental Health Com-
mission.

The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 provides a modern statutory framework 
to support decision-making by adults with capacity difficulties.  The Act was signed into law 
on 30 December 2015.
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New administrative processes and support measures, including the setting up of the Deci-
sion Support Service within the Mental Health Commission (a body under the auspices of the 
Department of Health), must be put in place before the substantive provisions of the Act can be 
commenced.  A high-level Steering Group comprised of senior officials from the Department of 
Justice and Equality, the Department of Health, the Mental Health Commission and the Courts 
Service, together with the Director of the Decision Support Service, is overseeing the establish-
ment and commissioning of the Decision Support Service (DSS) and this work is ongoing.

The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 (Commencement of Certain Provi-
sions) Order 2016 (S.I. No. 515 of 2016), brought some provisions of Part 1 (Preliminary and 
General) and Part 9 (Director of the Decision Support Service) of the Act into operation on 17 
October 2016.  These provisions were brought into operation in order to progress the setting up 
of the DSS and to enable the process of recruitment of the Director of the DSS to begin.  The 
recruitment and appointment of the Director of the DSS, and the appointment of DSS staff, is 
a matter for the Mental Health Commission with the approval of the Minister for Health.  Ms 
Áine Flynn was appointed Director of the Decision Support Service on 2 October 2017.

Preparations are being made,  by the Steering Group, to allow for further commencement 
orders for the provisions of the 2015 Act to be made when the DSS is ready to roll out the new 
decision-making support options.  The Director is also working in a very determined way to get 
the necessary staff resources, processes, IT system, expert panels, codes of practice and regula-
tions in place in order that the Decision Support Service can be up and running as quickly as 
possible.  However, it is not possible at the moment to provide an exact time line for the full 
implementation of the 2015 Act, as there are many complex strands to this work, including 
involvement of multiple organisations, and the prevailing view is that the Decision Support 
Service will not be ready to become operational until 2019.

The 2018 Budget provides for an allocation of €3 million in the Justice and Equality Vote 
for the establishment of the Decision Support Service.

The commencement of Part 8 of the Act, which provides for a legislative framework for 
advance healthcare directives, is a matter for the Minister for Health.

Finally, I fully recognise the utility of the Optional Protocol to the Convention in providing 
a high degree of accountability.  My intention is that the Optional Protocol will be ratified once 
we have completed the tasks outlined above.

17/04/2018WRZ02000Garda Youth Diversion Projects

17/04/2018WRZ02100508. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for 
the Irish Youth Justice Service, IYJS, proposals to alter their service delivery model whereby 
one Garda youth diversion project will be assigned to each Garda division (details supplied) 
which may undermmine the ability of independent projects to have their tender accepted for 
larger Garda divisions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15124/18]

17/04/2018WRZ02200509. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
help young persons that have not been cautioned but whose actions have come to the attention 
of An Garda Síochána and local agencies further to the proposal from the IYJC that preference 
will be given to young persons that have been cautioned under the Garda diversion programme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15125/18]

17/04/2018WRZ02300520. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
timeframe for setting the tendering of Garda youth diversion projects, GYDP, at a divisional 
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level; if he has assessed the impact of such a measure on community-led projects; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15253/18]

17/04/2018WRZ02400521. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his 
plans to eradicate or limit the number of second referrals to GYDPs; and his rationale for doing 
so. [15254/18]

17/04/2018WRZ02500522. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when 
he plans to publish the evaluation report of GYDP structures. [15255/18]

17/04/2018WRZ02600559. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the deadline for pro-
posals in relation to proposed tendering and contracting of the Garda youth diversion pro-
gramme. [16046/18]

17/04/2018WRZ02700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 508, 509, 520, 521, 522 and 559 together.

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department is obliged to carry out a call for proposals 
process during 2018 in relation to the provision of Garda Youth Diversion Project (GYDP) ser-
vices, to fully comply with requirements related to the co-funding of projects by the European 
Social Fund Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning 2014-2020.

To ensure State-wide coverage of GYDP services for young people, (which does not exist at 
present), the intention is that, in general, service provision will be aligned with Garda Divisions 
or other appropriate local areas with a distinct community identity as may be agreed during a 
wide ranging consultation process which is currently ongoing.  Issues of community identify 
and numbers of potential participants on GYDPs in the area will be key considerations here.

The provision of GYDP services in all parts of the State has obvious advantages, particular-
ly in terms of providing services for significant numbers of young people who cannot currently 
access them.  In this regard, an independent evaluation report of the operation of an integrated 
approach to delivery of GYDP services within County Kerry, commissioned by my Department 
is expected to be finalised shortly.  This report will help with the further development GYDP 
services in the context of the Call for Proposals.

GYDPs deliver valuable services for young people who have committed a crime or may be 
at risk of offending as well as providing important support for An Garda Síochána at local level.  
I can assure the Deputy that in the context of the Call for Proposals my Department is com-
mitted to ensuring continuity of service for participants on GYDPs and maintain a community 
driven approach to their operation, as well as minimising any disruption for workers and service 
providers.  In this regard, and in line with the overall objective of providing GYDP services 
to all children and young persons who require them, I am advised that the Call for Proposals 
will require applicants to provide for continuity of GYDP services for young people currently 
participating in the service.  Furthermore, the Call for Proposals process will facilitate existing 
service providers forming consortiums, which could apply to provide services under the new 
comprehensive approach that is being developed.

GYDPs provide an effective and essential support to the operation of the statutory Garda 
Diversion Programme by An Garda Síochána.  The principal focus of GYDPs is on young 
people who receive a Garda caution under the Diversion Programme for involvement in crimi-
nal or anti-social behaviour and are referred to a local GYDP (primary referrals).  GYDPs also 
accommodate a certain proportion of young people who are considered to be at risk of involve-
ment in offending or anti-social behaviour (secondary referrals).

In relation to secondary referrals, it has to be considered if, in principle, it is appropriate to 
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refer a child to a Garda project where no criminal act has been identified.  For some, a better 
option might be referral to available mainstream youth services that could appropriately sup-
port them.  That being said, it is accepted that referrals to GYDPs must take account of local 
needs and issues in relation to access and availability of mainstream youth services.  Following 
the Call for Proposals process, GYDP services will still accommodate a certain proportion of 
secondary referrals and the proportion of these may vary from area to area depending on identi-
fied local needs.

My Department is very much aware of the range of concerns expressed in relation to the Call 
for Proposals process.  I can assure the Deputy that careful consideration is being given to all 
issues raised by stakeholders involved in GYDPs, including those of independent service pro-
viders, as part of the extensive consultation process which is currently ongoing.  This process 
includes arrangements for an extensive series of meetings with community based organisations 
and project workers which will facilitate closer communication and exchange of information 
in relation to these matters.  In addition, the consultations will include arrangements to hear the 
views of young people, including participants or former participants on GYDPs.

I can assure the Deputy that the new approach to GYDP provision which is being developed 
in preparation for the Call for Proposals will not reduce the level of service that already exists, 
or the importance of community involvement in its delivery.  On the contrary, the intention is 
to build on, update and improve a very valuable service so that it is available to every child or 
young person in the country who requires it.  This improvement to the service will have benefits 
for significant numbers of young people in the State who cannot currently access GYDP ser-
vices.  While certain aspects of the new service model have been determined, work is ongoing 
to complete the full details to be included in the Call for Proposals, which is expected to issue 
in the second quarter of this year.  I am convinced that community ownership and participation 
of the projects is an essential dimension that must be preserved and strengthened in the working 
out of this process.

17/04/2018WRZ02900Garda Youth Diversion Projects

17/04/2018WRZ03000510. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
ensure that TUPE regulations will be implemented for all staff of the Garda youth diversion 
projects regarding the change of the service delivery model; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15126/18]

17/04/2018WRZ03100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware my Department is obliged to carry out a Call for Proposals process 
during 2018 in relation to the provision of Garda Youth Diversion Project (GYDP) services, to 
fully comply with requirements related to the co-funding of projects by the European Social 
Fund Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning 2014-2020.

I can assure the Deputy that my Department is committed to ensuring continuity of service 
for participants on all GYDPs and to maintaining a community driven approach to their opera-
tion, as well as minimising any disruption for workers and service providers.  In this regard, I 
am advised that the Call for Proposals process will facilitate existing service providers forming 
consortiums which could apply to provide services under the new GYDP model.  In addition, 
and in line with the overall objective of providing GYDP services to all children and young 
persons who require them, I am advised that the Call for Proposals will require applicants to 
provide for continuity of GYDP services for young people who are participants.

I can assure the Deputy that the new approach to GYDP provision which is being developed 
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in preparation for the Call for Proposals will not reduce the level of service that already exists, 
or the importance of community involvement in its delivery.  On the contrary, the intention is 
to build on, update and improve a very valuable service so that it is available to every child or 
young person in the country who requires it.  This improvement to the service will have benefits 
for significant numbers of young people in the State who cannot currently access GYDP ser-
vices.  While certain aspects of the new service model have been determined, work is ongoing 
to complete the full details to be included in the Call for Proposals, which is expected to issue 
during the second quarter of this year.  I am convinced that community ownership and partici-
pation of the projects is an essential dimension that must be preserved and strengthened in the 
working out of this process.

Careful consideration is being given to all issues raised by stakeholders involved in GY-
DPs as part of a wide-ranging consultation process, which is currently ongoing.  This process 
includes arrangements for an extensive series of meetings with community based organisations 
and project workers which will facilitate closer communication and exchange of information in 
relation to these matters.  The consultation process will help to inform further development of 
the Call for Proposals in advance of it being issued.

As indicated above, the Call for Proposals will require applicants to provide for continuity 
of GYDP services to current participants.  It is of course a matter for organisations which apply 
to provide future GYDP services under the Call for Proposals to ensure that they comply with 
relevant legal responsibilities, including in relation to the European Communities (Protection of 
Employees on Transfer of Undertakings) Regulations 2003 (S.I. No. 131/2003).

In conclusion, I might add that while my Department does provide funding for the operation 
of Garda Youth Diversion Projects, it is not the employer of the youth justice workers on these 
projects and has no human resources or industrial relations function in this regard.

17/04/2018WRZ03200Garda Disciplinary Proceedings

17/04/2018WRZ03300511. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of sworn members of An Garda Síochána that were disciplined for internal Garda breaches in 
2017; the percentage of the overall strength of the force that this figure represents; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15152/18]

17/04/2018WRZ03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that disciplinary matters within An Garda Síochána are governed by the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 and the Garda Síochána (Discipline) Regulations 2007 and are a matter for the Garda 
Commissioner.

I have been advised by the Commissioner that in 2017 there were 145 members of An Garda 
Síochána found in breach of discipline following internal discipline investigations under the 
Garda Síochána (Discipline) Regulations 2007.

This figure represents just over 1% of the overall strength of An Garda Síochána.

17/04/2018WRZ03500Garda Youth Diversion Projects

17/04/2018WRZ03600512. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of fund-
ing the Garda youth diversion projects in 2017; the way in which that funding is distributed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15161/18]
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17/04/2018WRZ03700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The statutory framework relating to young offenders and the Garda Diversion Programme is set 
out in the Children Act 2001.  The operation of the Garda Diversion Programme is supported 
by the nationwide network of Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs).  There are now 105 of 
these projects in place nationally.

Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs) are funded by my Department and each project 
is managed locally by a Community Based Organisation (CBO).  Funding is allocated under 
multi-annual funding agreements with the CBOs.  From 2015, GYDPs have been co-funded 
under the Programme for Employability Inclusion and Learning of the European Social Fund 
(ESF) 2014-2020.  In 2017, GYDPs received a total of €14m in funding from my Department.

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department is obliged to carry out a call for proposals 
process during 2018 in relation to the provision of Garda Youth Diversion Project (GYDP) ser-
vices generally, to fully comply with requirements related to the co-funding of projects by the 
European Social Fund Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning 2014-2020.  The 
call for proposals provides the opportunity to enhance the range of supports available for diver-
sion work, and will ensure availability throughout the State of GYDP services.

17/04/2018WRZ03800Community Alert Programme

17/04/2018WRZ03900513. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding text alert rebates (details provided); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15162/18]

17/04/2018WRZ04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, Community Alert funding is allocated by my Department for the employment and as-
sociated costs of the national Community Alert programme, including the employment of re-
gional Development Officers.  These Development Officers, operating in Muintir Na Tíre, pro-
vide support to Community and Text Alert schemes and offer advice on how to establish new 
schemes.  The long-standing view has been that this is the best use of the resources available 
to them.

On 2 January 2018, I announced that my Department would be providing an additional 
€50,000 in financial support to Community Text Alert groups as a further measure in this Gov-
ernment’s support to Crime Prevention.  This is in addition to the €100,000 which I already 
announced at the National Ploughing Championships in September 2017.  I also extended the 
time period for applications under the 2017 Text Alert Rebate Scheme to 31st January 2018 and 
rebate payments under that Scheme have now commenced and all approved applicant groups 
will receive their rebate in the coming weeks.

The Deputy will appreciate that supporting documentation is often required when applying 
for particular sources of funding.  This is a standard practice and good financial governance 
especially when dealing with public money.  I understand that a very small number of groups 
have encountered difficulties with the application process but Muintir na Tire, as the adminis-
trators of the Text Alert Scheme, have been working with these groups to assist them with the 
applications insofar as possible.

17/04/2018WRZ04100Public Services Card

17/04/2018WRZ04200514. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda Sío-
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chána accepts the public services card as a form of identification for forms it administers and 
witnesses. [15169/18]

17/04/2018WRZ04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I must point out that I, as 
Minister, have no responsibility to direct Garda policies in relation to administration or iden-
tification documentation.  Section 26 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 (as amended) vests full 
control of An Garda Síochána in the Garda Commissioner and I as Minister have no power to 
interfere or intervene in such matters.

However, I can advise the Deputy I have asked the Garda Commissioner to provide infor-
mation on the Question and when this is to hand, I will write to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRZ04400Departmental Expenditure

17/04/2018WRZ04500515. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of expen-
diture on consultancy by An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the number 
of consultants engaged by his Department in these years; the names of the consultancy com-
panies awarded contracts; and the steps which have been taken to reduce the expenditure on 
consultancy and the reliance on consultants by his Department in these years and for the future. 
[15188/18]

17/04/2018WRZ04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It has not been possible 
in the timeframe allowed to compile the information requested by the Deputy.  I will revert to 
the Deputy as soon as the information has been compiled.

17/04/2018WRZ04700Departmental Expenditure

17/04/2018WRZ04800516. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of ex-
penditure on consultancy by his Department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the number 
of consultants engaged by his Department in those years; the names of the consultancy com-
panies awarded contracts; and the steps which have been taken to reduce the expenditure on 
consultancy and the reliance on consultants by his Department in these years and for the future. 
[15195/18]

17/04/2018WRZ04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to confirm to the 
Deputy that the information sought cannot be provided in the time allowed.  As soon as the 
information has been collated I will write to the Deputy on the matter.

17/04/2018WRZ05000Departmental Reports

17/04/2018WRZ05100517. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress that has 
been made with regard to releasing the Crowley report into the death of a person (details sup-
plied); if the process of proactively engaging with those that participated to waive the confiden-
tiality agreement which allegedly exists as the basis upon which they took part in the report; the 
advice he has received regarding the publication of the report with the names redacted; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15216/18]

17/04/2018WRZ05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The fatal shooting of 
Aidan McAnespie in February 1988 was a devastating tragedy for Aidan McAnespie’s family 
and for the people of Aughnacloy.  Given the public disquiet following the shooting, the then 
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Government commissioned a report into the circumstances that was carried out by then Garda 
Deputy Commissioner Crowley.

Given the circumstances in which the Crowley report was carried out and the commitments 
given to many local people who co-operated, it has not been considered possible to date to pub-
lish the report in its entirety.

The Deputy will appreciate that the Government has a persisting obligation to the commit-
ments given to those people in the locality.

I am very familiar with the case for many years and have extended my personal sympathies 
to the family.  I fully understand the frustration of the McAnespie family and their concern to 
access any information that might be available.  It is a source of regret to me that this issue 
causes any pain to them.

Given the passage of time and my desire to do all I can to assist the family, I am currently 
examining options that may be available in this regard in respect of the Crowley report and I am 
in correspondence with the Attorney General in this regard.

17/04/2018WRZ05300Garda Investigations

17/04/2018WRZ05400518. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to establish a 
model investigative team here equivalent to the historical enquiries team established in North-
ern Ireland in 2008 to examine previous crimes which were not investigated; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15218/18]

17/04/2018WRZ05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that it is the Garda Commissioner and his management team who are responsible for the 
deployment of all Garda resources, including personnel, and I have no role is such matters.  
Similarly, investigations into all forms of criminality in our State, and the manner in which 
those investigations are carried out, is solely a matter for the Commissioner.

However, I have been advised by the Garda authorities that responsibility for the investiga-
tion of criminal offences (including homicide) resides with the Superintendent of the District 
wherein the offence was committed in the first instance.

The Garda National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, which operates under the command 
of the Assistant Commissioner, Special Crime Operations, holds a national investigative remit 
and is specialised in the area of major crime investigation and undertakes and supports investi-
gations on the direction of the Commissioner of An Garda Síochána.  The support provided in-
cludes utilising the expertise of the Serious Crime Review Team (SCRT) which was established 
in 2007 to provide independent review of historical investigations including homicide.

The purpose of a review conducted by SCRT is to assist the Senior Investigating Officer 
with the criminal investigation.  Such review is an independent examination of evidence and 
other material, gathered during investigation and to ensure that it conforms to approved stan-
dards; that the investigation has been thorough; conducted with integrity and objectivity; and to 
identify further investigative opportunities.

Crime investigation is not a singular issue and other bureaux within Special Crime Opera-
tions, such as the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau (major financial fraud), Garda Pro-
tective Services Bureau (child exploitation, sexual assault), Garda Drugs & Organised Crime 
Bureau (illicit drugs trade), Garda National Immigration Bureau, Garda National Cyber Crime 
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Bureau, Criminal Assets Bureau and the Garda National Technical Bureau support major inves-
tigations at a national level depending on the category of crime under investigation.

The investigation of terrorist related offences falls under the remit of the Special Detective 
Unit under the command of Assistant Commissioner Security and Intelligence.  Other services 
within An Garda Síochána, such as the Garda Síochána Analysis Service, also provide support 
and assistance in the investigation and review of serious crime, as it has many features.

17/04/2018WRAA00150Closed-Circuit Television Systems Provision

17/04/2018WRAA00300519. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason permis-
sion to install a transmitter for a community CCTV scheme on a redundant Garda mast at Little-
ton Garda station, Littleton, County Tipperary, is held up in view of the fact that the project 
cannot proceed without this transmitter being in place; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [15238/18]

17/04/2018WRAA00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware the replacement, refurbishment and management of Garda accommodation is progressed 
by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works, which 
has the responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation. I, as Minis-
ter, have no direct role in the matter.

I understand that in some cases, a structural analysis survey may have to be completed by 
the Telecommunications Section of An Garda Síochána in response to a request for access to a 
mast.

Structural analysis of this kind is carried out in order to ensure the relevant mast is not over-
loaded in advance of any installation; to verify whether remedial works would be required prior 
to installation; as well as analysis to ensure the proposed operating frequency of the transmitter 
does not affect Garda systems. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that an application requesting access to the mast at 
Littleton Garda Station for a transmitter for a community CCTV scheme was received by the 
Telecommunications Section of An Garda Síochána from the local District Officer in Thurles.  I 
am further informed that a structural analysis of this kind was required in respect of the mast 
at Littleton Garda Station.  I further understand from the Garda authorities that this structural 
analysis of the mast is now complete and that access to the mast has been approved. 

Questions Nos. 520 to 522, inclusive, answered with Question No. 508.

17/04/2018WRAA00800Asylum Applications

17/04/2018WRAA00900523. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an ap-
plication by a person (details supplied) for asylum. [15270/18]

17/04/2018WRAA01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended),  written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned. 

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
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applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRAA01100Naturalisation Applications

17/04/2018WRAA01200524. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a person (de-
tails supplied) will receive naturalisation papers. [15271/18]

17/04/2018WRAA01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the 
application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is on-
going, with a view to establishing whether the statutory conditions for naturalisation, such as 
good character and lawful residence, are satisfied. On completion of the necessary processing 
the application will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.   

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most straightforward cases are now processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
take a considerable period of time.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

17/04/2018WRAA01400Garda Information and Communications Technology

17/04/2018WRAA01500525. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when 
PULSE will be updated to enable gardaí to differentiate between full driver licences and learner 
permits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15277/18]

17/04/2018WRAA01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda equipment and resources 
are a matter for the Garda Commissioner and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the recording of all road traffic collisions on 
PULSE requires Garda members to complete licence and insurance details for each driver. In 
relation to the licence details, PULSE already provides for the recording of various licence 
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types, including full, learner (accompanied), learner (unaccompanied) and novice.

Furthermore, the Driver Licence and Insurance Production facility also provides for the 
recording of the licence type presented. Both these methods are based on the visual inspection 
of the documents in question and the recording of relevant details on PULSE.

17/04/2018WRAA01700Asylum Seeker Accommodation

17/04/2018WRAA01800526. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if additional bed space 
on medical grounds will be provided to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15287/18]

17/04/2018WRAA01900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
It is standard practice in all accommodation centres under contract to the Department that an 
adequate number of beds are provided for those residing in each centre. Local management 
work closely with all residents to ensure that particular needs are addressed in line with this 
overall policy.

In this particular case, individual beds were provided for both parties. I understand that the 
resident decided to remove one of the beds from the apartment and put it in the hallway.  On at 
least three occasions (in August 2017, February 2018 and March 2018) the centre manager has 
tried to persuade the person in question to allow the additional bed to be placed in the apart-
ment. This request has been declined on all occasions.  I have every sympathy for the very diffi-
cult situation faced by this resident.  It would be useful if she indicate to the centre manager the 
reasons why she has refused so far to allow the additional bed to be placed in her room.  This 
would enable the centre manager to respond more effectively to her needs. 

17/04/2018WRAA02000Deportation Orders Re-examination

17/04/2018WRAA02100527. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the case of a 
person (details supplied) will be reviewed. [15291/18]

17/04/2018WRAA02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifi-
cation pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the 
person concerned has not submitted written representations. 

The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other applicable 
legislation.  If any representations are submitted, they will be considered before a final decision 
is made.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRAA02300Legislative Measures
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17/04/2018WRAA02400528. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
legislative measures enacted and published by his Department which originated in work carried 
out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular form; the details 
of each legislative measure in the corresponding year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [15352/18]

17/04/2018WRAA02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Details are set out in the 
following table of primary legislation both enacted and published by my Department which 
originated in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission (LRC) from 2008-2017.

Year of publication 
of LRC report/work  
2008 - 2017

Name of Law Re-
form Commission 
Report/Work

Title of primary 
legislation or (part 
thereof) which 
resulted from LRC 
work. 

The current status of 
that  legislation, i.e. 
published, enacted or 
otherwise.

2008 Report on  Multi-
Unit Developments

Multi-Unit   Devel-
opments Act 2011

Enacted

2010 Report: Alternative 
Dispute Resolution 
–   Mediation and 
Conciliation

Mediation Act 2017 Enacted

2010 Report: Personal 
Debt Management 
and Debt   Enforce-
ment

Civil Debt (Proce-
dures) Act 2015

Enacted (yet   to be 
commenced)*

2010 Report: Personal 
DebtManage-
ment and Debt 
Enforcement

Personal Insolvency 
Act 2012

Enacted   

2010 Legal aspects of 
family relationships

Children and Fam-
ily Relationships Act 
2015

Enacted

2013 Sexual Offences and 
Capacity to Consent

Criminal Law (Sex-
ual Offences) Act 
2017

Enacted

* Commencement of the Civil Debt (Procedures) Act 2015 requires systems to be put in 
place in the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection to handle deductions 
from social welfare payments, and Rules of Court to enable the District Court to deal with 
the enforcement of court orders (abolition of imprisonment for debtors) and in respect of the 
processes for attachment of earnings and for the relevant District Court hearings under the Act.  

It is envisaged that the Civil Debt (Procedures) Act 2015 will be commenced once the ap-
propriate procedures have been put in place in the Department of Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection and once the drafting of the necessary Rules of Court has concluded.

17/04/2018WRAA02600Direct Provision Data

17/04/2018WRAA02700529. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons residing in each of the country’s direct provision centres by category (details supplied). 
[15383/18]
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17/04/2018WRAA02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information sought 
by the Deputy cannot be provided in a single table or in a form that is readable in the response 
to the question. The information is provided in a series of tables in the attached file.  

The tables are structured, as follows:

Table 1: Number of persons by centre, age and gender.

Table 2: Duration of Stay in months since entering accommodation

Table 3: Number of Persons by Centre and Nationality

Table 4: Number of Persons by centre and family composition

The information is drawn from a dynamic database that changes on a daily basis - the tables 
represent the position at the end of March 2018.

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/7E53068E0F57FD878025827200
74B1D7/$File/ATTNZ1PD.xlsx?openelement”>Tables 1-4</a>]

17/04/2018WRAA02900Direct Provision Data

17/04/2018WRAA03000530. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of persons 
residing in each direct provision centre who have been granted leave to remain here but remain 
resident in the centre by category (details supplied). [15384/18]

17/04/2018WRAA03100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The phrase “leave to remain” in the question is being interpreted as covering persons granted 
any one of Refugee Status, Subsidiary Protection or Humanitarian Leave to Remain. The infor-
mation sought by the Deputy cannot be provided in a single table and instead is provided in a 
series of 4 tables in the attached file.  

The tables are structured, as follows:

Table 1: Number of persons by with leave to remain by centre, age and gender.

Table 2: Duration of Stay in Centre in Months since leave to remain was Granted

Table 3: The Number of Persons with with leave to remain by Centre and Nationality

Table 4: Number of Persons with leave to remain by by centre and family composition

The information is drawn from a dynamic database that changes on a daily basis - the tables  
represent the position at the end of March 2018. The information also includes data in relation to 
approximately 200 persons who have been relocated to Ireland under the relocation or resettle-
ment programme and have been accommodated in Mosney. Unfortunately it is not possible to 
separate this data from the data in relation to the other persons in Mosney (approximately 600).

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/86B122C0EFD50CA5802582720
074D892/$File/ATT6AJYB.xlsx?openelement”>Tables 1-4</a>]

17/04/2018WRAA03200Immigration Status

17/04/2018WRAA03300531. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
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regarding the determination of permission to remain, stamp 4 eligibility or otherwise in the case 
of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15406/18]

17/04/2018WRAA03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned. 

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.    

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRAA03500Leave to Remain

17/04/2018WRAA03600532. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an 
application for permission to remain in the State by a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [15425/18]

17/04/2018WRAA03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a request for permission 
to remain in the State was received from the person concerned on 15 December 2017. INIS has 
recently issued a letter to the person concerned, through their legal representative, requesting 
further information and documentation.  The case will be examined further when the informa-
tion is received.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRAA03800Visa Applications

17/04/2018WRAA03900533. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
an application for a visa by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15426/18]

17/04/2018WRAA04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised that the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department has received a request for 
permission to remain in the State in respect of the person referred to by the Deputy. This case 
is among a number of such cases which are currently being held by my Department pending 
the outcome of the appeal to the Supreme Court of the Court of Appeal judgment in Luximon 
v. Minister for Justice and Equality which was heard in the Supreme Court on 30 November 
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2017. A decision will issue in this case when the matters before the Courts have been finalised.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRAA04100Leave to Remain

17/04/2018WRAA04200534. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an 
application for permission to remain in the State by a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [15427/18]

17/04/2018WRAA04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a request for permission 
to remain in the State was received from the person on 15 December 2017. INIS has recently 
issued a letter to the person concerned, through their legal representative, requesting further 
information and documentation.  The case will be examined further when the information is 
received.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRAA04400Protected Disclosures

17/04/2018WRAA04500535. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason his Depart-
ment is not adhering to the protected disclosure policy within the Irish Prison Service; and the 
reason he has allowed the independent audit unit of his Department to refuse to investigate 
reports of continued penalisation and has instead appointed a private law firm to investigate 
same. [15429/18]

17/04/2018WRAA04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The case to which the 
Deputy refers is being dealt with in accordance with the Prison Service Protected Disclosure 
policy in place. The policy provides for the Head of Internal Audit to assign an inquiry to a 
member of the Internal Audit Unit or to an appropriately qualified professional to carry out an 
investigation.  The policy further provides that such an individual may be internal or  external 
to the Department.  In the specific case  referred to by the Deputy, the Head of Internal Audit 
decided that it would be appropriate to assign an external independent investigator to undertake 
the investigation. The legal firm assigned has experience in investigating protected disclosures 
and human resource matters and will submit its report to the Head of Internal Audit upon com-
pletion.  

17/04/2018WRBB00200Immigration Status
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17/04/2018WRBB00300536. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when resi-
dency status and citizenship will be confirmed in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15465/18]

17/04/2018WRBB00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy, who cur-
rently has permission to reside in the State until 10 August 2018, is on-going. On completion of 
the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously 
as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.   

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most straightforward cases are now processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
take a considerable period of time.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRBB00500State Visits

17/04/2018WRBB00600537. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
official State visits his Department has been involved with for each of the past four years; the 
costs associated with same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15599/18]

17/04/2018WRBB00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The organisation of State 
and official functions, including inward visits from the Heads of State or Government of other 
states are matters that fall under the responsibility of the Departments of the Taoiseach and For-
eign Affairs and Trade, which lead on the management of incoming State visits. 

I am informed that five incoming State visits have taken place since 2014 from Mozam-
bique, Germany, Cyprus, Croatia and Italy. 

In respect of some State visits, security measures are put in place by the Garda Authorities 
and I am advised by the Garda Authorities that it is not readily possible to identify additional 
costs that would have been incurred associated with these individual State visits.  That said, I 
am informed that any such costs that would have been incurred would have been minor.

17/04/2018WRBB00800Departmental Funding

17/04/2018WRBB00900538. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the rationale for 
the decision to stop funding a centre (details supplied); the amount of funding provided by his 
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Department to this service each year since its establishment; the similar services that are also 
having their funding withdrawn; and his plans to reconsider the matter and to reinstate funding 
to the centre. [15602/18]

17/04/2018WRBB01000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration (OPMI), an Office of my Department, 
allocates public funding for migrant integration projects on the basis of competitive selection 
processes carried out in a fair, open and transparent way.  This gives a wide range of community 
and voluntary organisations the opportunity to bid for government funding for projects to sup-
port the integration of migrants in our communities.

In 2017 an open selection process was conducted to allocate funding under the National 
Funding Programme to Promote the Integration of Immigrants. All eligible applications re-
ceived were assessed by OPMI staff against the published selection criteria. The funding rec-
ommendations were reviewed by an assessment committee that included external representa-
tives. In all, 15 projects were selected to receive funding from a total of 73 eligible applications.

An application was received from South Dublin County Partnership which included a re-
quest for funding to contribute to the cost of running the centre referred to by the Deputy.  Re-
grettably, this application was unsuccessful in what was a highly competitive process. 

My officials advise that at a subsequent meeting held with the Office for Promotion of 
Migrant Integration in November last year, representatives from South Dublin County Part-
nership outlined their concerns for the future of the centre in Clondalkin.  Officials of my 
Department proposed a number of alternative options to secure funding.  They invited the rep-
resentatives of South Dublin County Partnership to consider these options further and to sub-
mit proposals.  However, no such proposals have been forthcoming to date.  These options 
remain open to the organisation.

The National Funding to Promote the Integration of Immigrants is one of a number of fund-
ing programmes, administered by or on behalf of my Department to support migrant integra-
tion. We also provide funding from the Asylum Migration and Integration Fund and the Com-
munities Integration Fund. South County Dublin Partnership is in receipt of integration project 
funding under both these funds. In 2017 the Partnership was awarded a grant of €150,000 over 
three years under the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund. 

The Migrant Integration Strategy, which was published in February 2017, contains a num-
ber of very specific actions under the theme of promoting intercultural awareness and combat-
ing racism and xenophobia.  These actions, which are being implemented, include ensuring 
appropriate migrant representation on local joint-policing committees, implementing victim-
focused policing of racist crime, rapid removal of racist graffiti and the strengthening of legisla-
tion dealing with hate crime. 

The Migrant Integration Strategy also makes provision for the continuation of funding 
through OPMI for integration related projects at community level up to and including 2020.  
Future “Calls for Proposals” under all integration funding programmes will be advertised on my 
Department’s website, the Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration and the EU Funds 
Unit of the Department.  South Dublin County Partnership is entitled to apply as appropriate.

17/04/2018WRBB01100Garda Equipment

17/04/2018WRBB01200539. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of 
speed vans to monitor speed on roads around the country in 2017; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [15633/18]

17/04/2018WRBB01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by An Gar-
da Síochána that the amount paid to Road Safety Operations Ireland, trading as GoSafe, for the 
provision and operation of safety cameras was €14.6m in 2017.

The duration of the current contract is 6 years with effect from the Services Commencement 
Date (1 May 2017), with the option to extend the contract for an additional 12 months. The esti-
mated cost of the core safety camera service over 6 years is approximately €73 million exclud-
ing VAT (Total cost of the safety camera contract over 7 years is estimated at €100.4 million, 
including VAT). This represents a reduction of approximately 14% when compared with the 
cost which would have arisen over that time based on the charges under the previous contract.  

Under the current contract, GoSafe will provide an annual minimum of 90,000 hours of 
monitoring and surveying vehicle speed across 1,031 designated safety camera zones. This 
equates to a minimum of 7,400 monitoring hours and 100 survey hours a month. This represents 
an annual increase of 300 hours on the previous contract.  The current contract also contains 
provisions for up to 1,500 additional monitoring hours within any calendar month and the op-
tion to avail of fixed, temporary fixed and average speed safety camera systems. 

The role of the Safety Camera Contract is critical in the context of road traffic enforcement, 
improving road safety by changing driver behaviour in order to reduce road traffic fatalities 
and serious injuries by reducing the incidence of drivers exceeding stipulated speed limits, in 
circumstances where speeding is known to be a significant factor behind serious collisions. As 
such, the deployment of safety cameras is determined by road safety considerations as opposed 
to revenue maximisation. 

The overall impact of the safety cameras can be seen in the impact on the fatal collisions 
in the designated safety camera zones, referred to as speed enforcement zones. The designa-
tion of specific sections of road as speed enforcement zones is based on an analysis of collision 
data by An Garda Síochána. In the years 2004 to 2009 (the 6 years before the introduction of 
the safety camera network began), approximately 3 out of 10 (30%) fatal collisions occurred in 
these zones. In 2015, this figure had reduced to 16% (or 24 road deaths) in safety camera zones.

The safety camera network has made a critical contribution to road traffic enforcement and, 
by extension, road safety, since its inception, and will continue to provide valuable support 
to An Garda Síochána in the context of roads policing.

17/04/2018WRBB01400Penalty Points System Data

17/04/2018WRBB01500540. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of penalty points accumulated for speeding during 2017; the number of speeding fines paid dur-
ing 2017; the amount in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15634/18]

17/04/2018WRBB01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from An Garda Síochána in relation to the statistics sought by the Deputy and I will be in con-
tact with the Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda report. 

17/04/2018WRBB01700Garda Operations

17/04/2018WRBB01800541. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
matter of drug dealers who are informers being allowed to sell drugs in communities; if this is 
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an official policy; if his attention has been drawn to the prevalence of this policy and the quan-
tity of illegal drugs sold here annually due to this policy; and the steps he has taken to measure 
the impact of this policy on local communities. [15657/18]

17/04/2018WRBB01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have raised the matter 
referred to by the Deputy with the Garda Authorities and requested a report on the issue.  I will 
reply to the Deputy when the report is to hand. 

17/04/2018WRBB02000Garda Deployment

17/04/2018WRBB02100542. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extra gardaí 
that will be required post-Brexit if there is a hard or soft border; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15659/18]

17/04/2018WRBB02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. 

I am advised by the Commissioner that the allocation of resources is been kept under con-
stant review in line with operational and security demands including any possible policing 
requirements post Brexit.

I am further advised that An Garda Síochána is acutely aware of the ongoing complex ne-
gotiations regarding Brexit and is committed to ensuring the organisation is prepared for all 
possible outcomes and any possible policing implications and challenges arising.  I understand 
that a high level team composed of managers from across the organisation has been established 
by the Commissioner and that scoping exercises in anticipation of Brexit have been conducted 
by An Garda Síochána.

My Department is engaged on an ongoing basis with An Garda Síochána as part of the deep 
and detailed work being undertaken right across Government and the public sector in response 
to the UK decision to leave the EU.   Furthermore, An Garda Síochána is represented at a senior 
level in the ongoing discussions between the Department of Justice & Equality and the UK 
Home Office in relation to the operation of the Common Travel Area. 

The Deputy will be aware that there is close and ongoing cooperation between An Garda 
Síochána and the PSNI on all aspects of policing, with a particular focus on combatting security 
threats and cross-border crime.  The Commissioner and the Chief Constable of the PSNI, who 
are responsible for operational policing cooperation, have repeatedly emphasised the scope and 
the value of the close and high quality cooperation between the two police services in combat-
ing crime, protecting community safety and saving lives. The two police services operate a joint 
Cross-Border Policing Strategy which has as its aims to improve public safety throughout Ire-
land, to disrupt criminal activity and to enhance the policing capability of both police services 
on the island. 

I would also point to the Annual Cross Border Conference on Organised Crime and the 
Biennial Cross Border Organised Crime Threat Assessment, jointly produced by An Garda 
Síochána and the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI).  The conference provides the 
opportunity to assess and address changing trends in crime, and to build upon and enhance 
the operational actions already being undertaken.  The Threat Assessment provides an insight 
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into organised criminal activity on both sides of the border together with an assessment of the 
cross border nature of such criminality.  All of this serves to inform operational strategies and 
resource allocation decisions. 

I am confident that this cooperation will continue post Brexit and I and my officials are in 
regular contact with counterparts in the UK and with the EU Commission to ensure that crime 
and security cooperation along the border is not undermined by Brexit.  In its approach to the 
Brexit negotiations, the Government has ensured that a very high priority has been given to 
protecting the gains of the Peace Process and the avoidance of a hard border - nationally and by 
our partner Member States and by the EU Commission.

17/04/2018WRBB02300Common Travel Area

17/04/2018WRBB02400543. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
meetings of the Common Travel Area Forum since the United Kingdom triggered Article 50 of 
the Treaty of Lisbon; if he or officials from his Department have attended these meetings; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15696/18]

17/04/2018WRBB02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Since 29 March 2017, 
when the UK notified the President of the European Council of its intention to withdraw from 
the European Union, there have been two meetings of the Common Travel Area Forum (CTAF), 
on 28 June and 12 October. A third meeting is to be held in Dublin on 19 April 2018.

Meetings of the CTAF are jointly chaired by the Director General of the Irish Naturalisation 
and Immigration Service and his UK Home Office counterpart, and are attended by officials 
from both jurisdictions. The Forum acts as a steering committee for the ongoing work of pro-
tecting the Common Travel Arrangement (CTA) in relation to free movement of people be-
tween our countries while at the same time ensuring that it is not abused by those not entitled to 
avail of it. It provides a framework for a more strategic approach for the excellent co-operation 
between Ireland and the United Kingdom in this key policy area.  Other aspects of the broader 
scope of the CTA, such as access to services in each other’s countries by Irish and UK nationals 
are dealt with bilaterally by the relevant Government Departments.  

The CTAF also meets in sub-group format to address particular elements of Ireland/UK co-
operation. In addition, there is regular contact between Irish and UK officials on strategic and 
operational CTA matters.

17/04/2018WRBB02600Fines Data

17/04/2018WRBB02700544. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of 
unpaid court imposed fines in 2017; the percentage of these that were imposed for burglary of-
fences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15716/18]

17/04/2018WRBB02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the 
provision of information on the courts system, is the responsibility of the Courts Service which 
is independent in exercising its functions.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the table below sets out the information sought in relation 
to the amount of unpaid court imposed fines in 2017 and the percentage of those fines that were 
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imposed for burglary offences.

The Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 2014  provides for alternatives to imprisonment for 
non-payment of fines.  Section 7 provides for the issuing of enforcement notices where fines 
have not been paid or instalment payment arrangements have not been maintained. Therefore 
all fines  outstanding / in default imposed since January 2016 must become subject to the sec-
tion 7 procedure.  Section 7 provides for a notification procedure  specifying a return date for 
the appearance of a fined person before the District Court. The section provides alternative 
options to imprisonment that are available to the court – imposition of attachment of earnings, 
debt recovery, community service orders or imprisonment.

The Courts Service commenced a pilot implementation of the section 7 enforcement pro-
cess with the first batch of  enforcement notices issuing in July 2017 for court return dates in 
September 2017.  Procedural issues arose in respect of the section 7 process in the course of the 
Pilot, and  notices ceased issuing from Courts Service in September 2017, pending a review.  Is-
sues arising were addressed by all relevant State Agencies, including the Courts Service and An 
Garda Siochana, and the Courts Service resumed issuing  enforcement notices in January 2018.  
The resumed hearings have commenced with effect from last month, and a strategy is in place 
with a view to clearing all outstanding hearings during the course of 2019.  I have asked my 
Department to closely monitor the position with a view to ensuring a comprehensive response 
to the problem of accumulated unpaid fines. 

Year No. of unpaid 
Fines

Value of unpaid 
Fines

No. of  unpaid 
Fines for Bur-
glary

Value of unpaid 
Fines for Bur-
glary

% of fines 
imposed for 
Burglary which 
are unpaid

Jan – Dec 2017 45,720 €15,533,183.30 144 €38,150.50 32% 

17/04/2018WRBB02900Fines Data

17/04/2018WRBB03000545. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of 
unpaid court imposed fines in 2016; the percentage of these that were imposed for burglary of-
fences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15717/18]

17/04/2018WRBB03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the 
provision of information on the courts system, is the responsibility of the Courts Service which 
is independent in exercising its functions.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the table below sets out the information sought in relation 
to the amount  of unpaid court imposed fines in 2016 and the percentage of those fines that were 
imposed for burglary offences. 

The Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 2014  provides for alternatives to imprisonment for 
non-payment of fines.  Section 7 provides for the issuing of enforcement notices where fines 
have not been paid or instalment payment arrangements have not been maintained. Therefore 
all fines  outstanding / in default imposed since January 2016 must become subject to the sec-
tion 7 procedure.  Section 7 is essentially a notification procedure specifying a return date for 
appearance of the fined person before the District Court. The section provides alternative op-
tions to imprisonment that are available to the court – imposition of attachment of earnings, 
debt recovery, community service orders or imprisonment.

The  Courts Service commenced a pilot implementation of the section 7 enforcement pro-
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cess and the first batch of  enforcement notices issued in July 2017 for court return dates in 
September 2017.  Procedural issues arose in respect of the section 7 process in the course of the 
Pilot, and notices ceased issuing from the Courts Service in September 2017, pending a review.  
Issues arising were addressed by all relevant State Agencies, including the Courts Service and 
An Garda Siochana, and the Courts Service resumed issuing  enforcement notices in January 
2018.  The resumed hearings have commenced with effect from last month, and a strategy is in 
place with a view to clearing all outstanding hearings during the course of 2019.  I have asked 
my Department to closely monitor the position with a view to ensuring a comprehensive re-
sponse to the problem of accumulated unpaid fines. 

Year No of unpaid 
Fines

Value of un-
paid Fines

No of  un-
paid Fines 
for Burglary

Value of 
unpaid Fines 
for Burglary

%  of fines 
imposed for 
Burglary 
which are 
unpaid

Jan – Dec 
2016

38,848 €13,933,381.37 168 €36,296.50 44%

17/04/2018WRBB03200Extradition Arrangements

17/04/2018WRBB03300546. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
been involved in recent European Union, EU, discussions on the process of extradition of per-
sons alleged to have committed serious crimes in an EU country and in which a Europol warrant 
may be served across EU countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15750/18]

17/04/2018WRBB03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that Europol has no function in the matter of issuing warrants for extradition.

The European Arrest Warrant already provides a legal basis for the surrender of persons be-
tween EU States seeking individuals for prosecution or the service of prison sentences, includ-
ing those who are suspected of, or who have committed, serious offences. 

The legislative basis for the European Arrest Warrant in this State is the European Arrest 
Warrant Act, 2003, as amended. 

The Deputy may be referring to the Schengen Information System (SIS II), which is an EU 
information system for creating alerts and sharing data on persons or objects of interest with the 
purpose of combating serious crime and terrorism.  Alerts can be added to SIS II in relation to 
individuals subject to a European Arrest Warrant. These alerts are then visible to all EU states 
participating in the measure. Law enforcement agencies who encounter an individual subject 
to such an alert are empowered to arrest the subject as appropriate.  The SIS is in operation in 
30 European countries, including 26 EU Member States (only Ireland and Cyprus are not yet 
connected to SIS) and 4 Schengen Associated Countries (Switzerland, Norway, Liechtenstein 
and Iceland).

Ireland opted into SIS II in 2002, however, implementation was delayed until 2016 due to 
resource constraints.  Ireland’s SIS II implementation project plan, consisting of four phases, is 
currently on target and aims for deployment readiness to be achieved in the second quarter of 
2019.

17/04/2018WRBB03500Fines Data
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17/04/2018WRBB03600547. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the monetary value of 
the outstanding court fines owed to the Exchequer for the past five years in each court district; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15782/18]

17/04/2018WRBB03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, and this includes 
the provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have made enquiries with the Courts 
Service and they have provided the figures requested by the Deputy which I am including by 
way of tabular statement below.  

By way of background information I advise that the Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 
2014  provides for alternatives to imprisonment for non-payment of fines.  Section 7 provides 
for the issuing of enforcement notices where fines have not been paid or instalment payment 
arrangements have not been maintained.  Therefore all fines  outstanding / in default imposed 
since January 2016 must become subject to the section 7 procedure.  Section 7 is essentially 
a notification procedure specifying a return date for appearance of the fined person before the 
District Court. The section provides alternative options to imprisonment that are available to 
the court – imposition of attachment of earnings, debt recovery, community service orders or 
imprisonment.

The  Courts Service commenced a pilot implementation of the section 7 enforcement pro-
cess and the first batch of  enforcement notices issued in July 2017 for court return dates in 
September 2017.  Procedural issues arose in respect of the section 7 process in the course of the 
Pilot, and notices ceased issuing from the Courts Service in September 2017, pending a review.  
Issues arising were addressed by all relevant State Agencies, including the Courts Service and 
An Garda Siochana, and the Courts Service resumed issuing  enforcement notices in January 
2018.  The resumed hearings have commenced with effect from last month, and a strategy is in 
place with a view to clearing all outstanding hearings during the course of 2019.  I have asked 
my Department to closely monitor the position with a view to ensuring a comprehensive re-
sponse to the problem of accumulated unpaid fines. 

Report on the number and value of fines outstanding from 2013 – 31 March 2018:

Note: Report is based on fines imposed each year and the amount due or part due up to date.

 District   No of 
Fines 2013  

Value of Fines   
2013

No of 
Fines 2014  

Value of Fines   
2014

No of 
Fines 2015  

Value of 
Fines  2015 

DISTRICT 
NO. 1

185 €52,872.33 172 €112,307.00 279 €150,524.80

DISTRICT 
NO. 2

94 €22,855.00 80 €33,252.78 111 €55,542.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 3

69 €21,085.00 72 €21,940.00 141 €70,451.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 4

346 €108,930.70 388 €149,190.00 643 €219,356.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 5

122 €63,836.23 171 €97,804.77 225 €105,978.64

DISTRICT 
NO. 6

165 €65,540.50 191 €85,847.00 197 €103,174.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 7

127 €61,552.00 218 €79,187.70 426 €206,475.00
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 District   No of 
Fines 2013  

Value of Fines   
2013

No of 
Fines 2014  

Value of Fines   
2014

No of 
Fines 2015  

Value of 
Fines  2015 

DISTRICT 
NO. 8

224 €52,840.90 267 €68,573.50 572 €133,385.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 9

239 €83,625.00 293 €118,793.00 524 €171,453.20

DISTRICT 
NO. 10

106 €76,286.10 101 €47,094.47 207 €85,712.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 12

343 €103,030.00 296 €96,208.00 310 €124,405.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 13

767 €187,417.46 704 €236,032.71 1,353 €421,571.23

DISTRICT 
NO. 15

227 €55,580.00 317 €78,987.00 527 €162,397.80

DISTRICT 
NO. 16

170 €58,454.09 206 €76,730.89 274 €88,685.15

DISTRICT 
NO. 17

338 €98,268.00 389 €79,433.00 744 €221,015.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 18

84 €19,136.00 102 €23,923.00 118 €36,166.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 19

791 €209,013.00 682 €184,587.50 1,097 €305,580.41

DISTRICT 
NO. 20

163 €46,028.00 150 €48,323.00 293 €101,735.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 21

292 €108,882.00 290 €77,383.39 426 €164,575.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 22

198 €67,208.64 231 €95,380.46 750 €338,684.96

DISTRICT 
NO. 23

176 €55,026.67 223 €94,466.17 486 €202,467.49

DISTRICT 
NO. 24

88 €42,974.40 79 €24,650.00 106 €31,270.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 25

340 €154,888.50 437 €188,762.36 667 €264,492.90

DMD 2,833 €887,691.67 3,758 €1,350,471.65 4,713 €2,024,755.88
Total 8,487 €2,703,022.19 9,817 €3,469,329.35 15,189 €5,789,853.46

District   No of 
Fines  2016 

Value of Fines 
2016   

No of Fines 
2017   

Value of Fines 
2017   

No of 
Fines Jan - 
Mar 2018  

Value of Fines 
Jan - Mar 2018   

DISTRICT 
NO. 1

426 €160,067.91 578 €238,785.68 283 €86,219.07

DISTRICT 
NO. 2

463 €135,028.45 576 €138,846.70 283 €63,602.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 3

303 €114,404.50 397 €144,954.35 158 €63,798.50

DISTRICT 
NO. 4

1,185 €348,979.04 1,137 €348,112.88 508 €135,096.17

DISTRICT 
NO. 5

742 €242,877.63 920 €301,062.07 425 €160,964.10

DISTRICT 
NO. 6

1,071 €338,481.92 1,154 €476,197.32 268 €98,675.36

DISTRICT 
NO. 7

1,771 €558,519.00 1,817 €585,806.35 704 €213,082.75
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District   No of 
Fines  2016 

Value of Fines 
2016   

No of Fines 
2017   

Value of Fines 
2017   

No of 
Fines Jan - 
Mar 2018  

Value of Fines 
Jan - Mar 2018   

DISTRICT 
NO. 8

913 €195,653.00 1,062 €252,189.25 356 €74,558.81

DISTRICT 
NO. 9

1,682 €499,891.81 1,720 €474,705.65 563 €163,209.13

DISTRICT 
NO. 10

685 €291,096.22 908 €499,143.60 440 €243,601.13

DISTRICT 
NO. 12

1,009 €379,977.27 1,014 €424,453.72 426 €154,213.50

DISTRICT 
NO. 13

3,295 €922,345.74 3,968 €1,164,921.28 1,371 €390,874.01

DISTRICT 
NO. 15

1,072 €281,258.00 1,382 €360,700.50 635 €136,648.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 16

782 €234,369.05 802 €232,490.33 353 €118,175.65

DISTRICT 
NO. 17

1,279 €297,709.50 1,353 €398,023.56 658 €144,113.25

DISTRICT 
NO. 18

282 €79,871.64 717 €194,331.94 250 €75,601.25

DISTRICT 
NO. 19

3,667 €1,045,890.00 4,336 €1,047,569.58 1,360 €321,084.17

DISTRICT 
NO. 20

1,203 €411,789.71 1,285 €381,650.99 460 €129,042.50

DISTRICT 
NO. 21

784 €271,156.00 1,012 €340,168.93 338 €122,206.46

DISTRICT 
NO. 22

1,730 €610,645.96 1,818 €691,637.86 719 €249,844.88

DISTRICT 
NO. 23

1,116 €424,092.02 1,442 €466,812.33 424 €100,843.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 24

376 €96,936.50 499 €133,843.50 140 €36,440.00

DISTRICT 
NO. 25

1,508 €534,627.86 2,101 €678,104.50 848 €297,968.38

DMD 11,433 €5,418,188.14 13,497 €5,493,169.49 3,945 €1,503,710.54
Total 38,777 €13,893,856.87 45,495 €15,467,682.36 15,915 €5,083,572.61

17/04/2018WRBB03800Data Protection

17/04/2018WRBB03900548. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it was a deci-
sion by the drafters of the Data Protection Bill 2018 not to specifically refer to closed-circuit 
television, CCTV, and data protection impact assessments; the reason not to specifically legis-
late for two issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15786/18]

17/04/2018WRBB04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The general position is 
that the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003 apply to personal images recorded by means of vid-
eo cameras except where the recording activity relates to an individual’s own personal, family 
or recreational activities. The recording of images in public places by means of CCTV systems 
is, therefore, a form of personal data processing that is covered by general data protection rules 
and safeguards. That will continue to be the case under the General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR), which will enter into effect on 25 May next. The GDPR does not make specific provi-
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sion for Member States to give any further effect to rules and standards applicable to CCTV 
systems in their national laws. For this reason, Part 3 of the Data Protection Bill 2018, which 
gives further effect to the GDPR in certain areas, does not make any such provision. The same 
applies to Part 5 of the Bill, which transposes the law enforcement Directive into national law. 

With regard data protection impact assessments, the position is that Article 35 of the GDPR 
provides for the carrying out of impact assessments where processing of personal data is likely 
to result in a high risk for the rights and freedoms of individuals. It provides, in particular, that 
such impact assessments must be carried out in cases of systematic monitoring of publicly 
accessible areas. This GDPR obligation is directly applicable on controllers and processors 
concerned and there is no requirement for national laws to give effect to it. However, paragraph 
4 of Article 35 provides that the data protection authorities of the Member States shall prepare 
and publish a list of the kind of processing operations that are subject to the requirement for a 
data protection impact assessment. 

Article 27 of the law enforcement Directive also makes provision for the carrying out of 
data protection impact assessments by competent authorities where a type of data processing, 
including the use of new technologies, is likely to result in a high risk for the rights and free-
doms of individuals.  This obligation, which is not directly applicable, is given effect in section 
81 of the Bill. Section 81(9) provides that the Data Protection Commission established under 
Part 2 of the Bill may, following consultation with the Minister, prescribe types of processing in 
respect of which impact assessments must be carried out. Prior to making any such regulations, 
the Commission will be required to publish its draft proposals and to consider any submissions 
it receives in relation to them. 

I look forward to engaging in further discussions with The Deputy when the Data Protection 
Bill comes before the Dáil.

17/04/2018WRBB04100National Awards Scheme

17/04/2018WRBB04200549. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if special con-
sideration can be given to awarding a person (details supplied) with a national bravery award 
for their swift actions on 17 December 2017 at the Moy river in Ballina, County Mayo; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15822/18]

17/04/2018WRBB04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deeds of Bravery 
Council (Comhairle na Míre Gaile) was convened under the Deeds of Bravery Act 1947 and 
makes awards to members of the public who have performed Acts of Bravery.  To merit consid-
eration by the Comhairle, a deed of bravery is deemed as ‘an effort to save human life involving 
personal risk’.

The Comhairle, comprising of the Ceann Comhairle, (Chairperson), Cathaoirleach of Se-
anad Éireann, Chairman of the Central Council of the Irish Red Cross, Lord Mayor of Dublin, 
Lord Mayor of Cork, Chairman of the General Council of County Councils and the Commis-
sioner of an Garda Síochána meet once a year, usually in July to assess nominations.  

Staff from my Department provide secretariat support to the Comhairle, which is entirely 
independent in the consideration of nominations under the awards scheme.  As Minister, I have 
no role in the process.

To be of assistance, I can confirm that a nomination for a Deed of Bravery was received in 
this case on 14 February 2018.  The secretariat has sought relevant supporting documentation 
from the nominator, to assist the Comhairle in reaching a decision on the application.
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17/04/2018WRBB04400Passport Services

17/04/2018WRBB04500550. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a passport 
scheme exits whereby a person making a very substantial investment here by way of an enter-
prise or community project is granted an Irish passport in return for said investment; if such a 
scheme exists, the qualification criterion for the scheme; the number which availed of such a 
scheme; the investment projects which were the subject of such a scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15841/18]

17/04/2018WRBB04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department does not 
operate a scheme for the grant of an Irish passport as outlined by the Deputy.  The issue of an 
Irish passport is a matter for the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and is contingent on 
the person being an Irish citizen.

The granting of Irish citizenship is governed by the provisions of the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  Section 15 of the Act provides that the Minister may, in his 
absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate of naturalisation if satisfied that the ap-
plicant satisfies the statutory conditions for naturalisation as set out.  These statutory conditions 
include good character and residence conditions. The residence conditions are that an applicant 
must have one year of continuous residence in the State immediately before the date of appli-
cation and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have a further four years 
residence (5 years in total).

All applications for a certificate of naturalisation are considered on their own merits and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Act.  There is no provision for a grant of citizenship under 
the circumstances as outlined by the Deputy.

It is open to any individual, including an investor to the Immigrant Investor Programme 
(IIP), to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a position to meet the statu-
tory conditions as prescribed in the Act.  Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturali-
sation is available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie. 

In relation to foreign direct investment into Ireland, the Government agreed to the introduc-
tion of the Immigrant Investor Programme (IIP) in 2012, which provides non-EEA investors 
with the opportunity to invest in the State. Successful applicants are granted “Stamp 4” immi-
gration permission for themselves and their family members (nuclear family only) for an initial 
2-year period and this is renewed thereafter for 3 years and then 5 years continuous, subject to 
normal visa and security checks.  Successful applicants to the IIP are however only required to 
spend one 24-hour period in a calendar year in the State - on that basis many would never meet 
the statutory residence requirements for naturalisation.

17/04/2018WRBB04700Prison Service Data

17/04/2018WRBB04800551. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the daily regime 
which is currently undertaken by detainees in the prison system. [15844/18]

17/04/2018WRBB04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the Irish 
Prison Service that it provides a wide range of rehabilitative programmes to persons in custody 
that include education, vocational training, healthcare, psychiatric, psychological, counselling, 
welfare and spiritual services. These programmes  offer purposeful activity to those in custody 
while serving their sentences and encouraging them to lead law abiding lives on release.  These 
programmes are available in all prisons and all persons in custody are eligible to use the ser-
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vices, subject to operational constraints.  

It is the aim of the Prison Service to allow prisoners to spend as much time as possible each 
day out of their cell or room to associate with other prisoners. Rule 27(3) of the Prison Rules 
2007 states “In so far as is practicable, each convicted prisoner should be engaged in authorised 
structured activity for a period of not less than five hours on each of five days in each week”. 

In general prison cells are unlocked at approximately 8.15am each morning for breakfast. 
Prisoners collect breakfast and return to cells, which are then locked from 8.45am to 9.15am. 
Cells are again unlocked for prisoners to attend work, school , visits and exercise.  Prisoners 
return for lunch at 12:00pm and cells are locked at 12.30pm. Afternoon unlock commences at 
2.15pm and prisoners return to structured activities in schools, workshops and visits. Evening 
tea is served from 4pm and cells are locked from 4.30pm to 5.20pm when evening recreation 
commences until all cells are locked at 7.30pm. This allows for total out cell time of up to 8 
hours.

17/04/2018WRBB05000Garda Data

17/04/2018WRBB05100552. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
the reported serious deficiency in the numbers of trained forensic collision investigators in An 
Garda Síochána; the actual numbers of forensic collision investigators for each year since 2012; 
the steps he is taking to bring this critical section of An Garda Síochána up to full operational 
strength; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15889/18]

17/04/2018WRBB05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources.

I have requested the specific information sought by the Deputy from the Commissioner and 
I will write to him directly on receipt of same. 

17/04/2018WRCC00200Road Traffic Offences Data

17/04/2018WRCC00300553. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the level of 
serious traffic collisions and injuries in the Dublin region from 2014 to date; his views on recent 
reports that these serious collisions and injuries have increased over the past year in the Dublin 
region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15890/18]

17/04/2018WRCC00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am deeply conscious 
of the serious issue of road safety and mindful of the traumatic impact of road traffic collisions 
on those directly affected and their families, as well as the impact of dangerous driving more 
generally on the quality of life of residents in local communities across the country. 

Garda national road traffic enforcement statistics indicate that a total of 42 individuals have 
been involved in a road traffic collision in the year to 16 April 2018; this represents 4 less col-
lisions than that which had occurred by 16 April last year. 

Last year witnessed the lowest number of annual road traffic fatalities on record (159) and 
it is imperative that the positive momentum across road traffic enforcement and road safety 
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initiatives is harnessed towards further annual reductions in fatalities for the remainder of the 
life of the Road Safety Strategy 2013-2020. Year-on-year statistics to date indicate a continu-
ation of the improvement recorded in 2017, with 3 fewer road traffic fatalities recorded by An 
Garda Síochána in the year to 16 April 2018 (a total of 46 fatalities) in comparison with the 
same period in 2017.

An Garda Síochána benefitted from considerable resource investment by this Government 
in 2017, which has contributed to the most welcome downward trend in road traffic fatalities. 
The recruitment of an additional 150 Gardai to Roads Policing Units this year will contribute 
to a stronger road traffic enforcement capability nationwide. An Garda Síochána also intend 
to have a stronger focus on road traffic enforcement in the training provided to new recruits at 
Templemore and this will have a positive impact on enforcement and, as a result, safety on our 
roads. 

An Garda Síochána and the Road Safety Authority (RSA) continue to seek and avail of new 
opportunities to communicate with all road users and it is evident, from last year’s figures, that 
many road users are heeding road safety campaigns and are increasingly aware of the impor-
tance of responsible driving behaviour. 

The Road Safety Strategy sets an objective of reducing road deaths to no greater than 25 
fatalities per million of population by end 2020. This equates to an average of 10.3 road deaths 
per month and 124 per year by end 2020. 

The RSA published its mid-term evaluation of the Road Safety Strategy earlier this year. 
The main purpose of the mid-term evaluation is to inform the programme of work for the re-
mainder of the life of the Strategy in order that Ireland meets its road safety targets. Among 
the priorities for the final years of the Strategy is the agreement of a revised target on serious 
injuries resulting from road traffic collisions. A provisional target of a 30% reduction was set at 
the start of the life of the Strategy, however the Strategy made a provision for Ireland to review 
the target , in line with the new reporting requirements set out by the European Commission to 
produce serious injury figures using a medical definition.

The Deputy will be aware that Ireland has, over a number of years, developed a multi-
agency approach to road safety through the involvement of a number of agencies working in 
partnership, under the aegis of the Strategy. Progress in relation to the actions and outcomes set 
out in the Strategy are monitored on an ongoing basis by the RSA and the other agencies in-
volved, and overseen by a Ministerial Committee on Road Safety. This Committee is scheduled 
to meet next on 2 May 2018.  

An Garda Síochána’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme (2016-2021) sets out key 
strategic objectives for Road Policing which will inform and guide An Garda Síochána’s Road 
Policing plans over the lifetime of the Programme. Under the Programme, the Commissioner 
will undertake a number of road safety traffic enforcement initiatives, including expanding the 
use of technology and increasing checkpoints. 

This Government’s commitment to continue the ongoing accelerated Garda recruitment 
programme and continued investment in fleet and Garda ICT infrastructure will support the 
road traffic enforcement function performed by An Garda Síochána - this is a core Garda func-
tion and this Government is committed to further supporting An Garda Síochána in this regard. 

My Department has sought the information requested by the Deputy from An Garda Sío-
chána and I will contact the Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda report.
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17/04/2018WRCC00500Garda Investigations

17/04/2018WRCC00600554. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the op-
erational guidelines for forensic traffic investigators have been updated since 2007; if a review 
and urgent update of those guidelines will be carried out; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15891/18]

17/04/2018WRCC00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the review and update of such guidelines is an operational matter for An Garda Sío-
chána, and I have no direct role in the matter.

However, to be of assistance, my Department has made enquiries with An Garda Síochána 
and will contact the Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda report.

17/04/2018WRCC00800Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal Applications

17/04/2018WRCC00900555. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question Nos. 133 of 15 November 2017 and 172 of 28 March 2018, if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the sensitive documentation (details supplied) that was sent to 
and confirmed as received by the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal has been misplaced; 
the steps he will take to ensure that this extremely sensitive and personal data is located by the 
Tribunal, the original copies returned to the owner and that an apology is issued to the indi-
vidual whose documentation was misplaced and case substantially delayed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16000/18]

17/04/2018WRCC01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have made enquiries 
with the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal in this matter and have been informed that 
the documentation in question was in fact received by the Tribunal on 22 December 2017.  I 
am further advised that, at that time, the Tribunal was preparing to move offices and this un-
fortunately led to the documentation being misfiled with other Tribunal papers.  Subsequent to 
the Deputy’s previous question, the correspondence was located by staff of the Tribunal on 3 
April and I am assured by the Tribunal that at all times the documentation was in its possession.  

As all applications to the Tribunal are processed in chronological order by date received, I 
would like to advise the Deputy that the case has not been disadvantaged by this administrative 
error.  

I am informed that the Secretary to the Tribunal has written to the individual concerned 
apologising for any distress caused and for the delay in acknowledging receipt of the papers.  I 
have requested the Tribunal to return the original copies of the documentation to the applicant.

17/04/2018WRCC01100Probate Applications

17/04/2018WRCC01200556. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding a probate application (details supplied); the number ahead of it in the queue; and when 
he expects this case to be concluded. [16007/18]

17/04/2018WRCC01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Probate Office is 
an office of the High Court and management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts 
Service, which is independent in exercising its functions under the Courts Service Act 1998. 
Probate functions are also carried out by County Registrars at District Probate Registries in 14 
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provincial court offices.  

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that the probate application referred to by the Deputy was lodged 
with Cork District Probate Office on 7 February 2018. The Courts Service has informed me that 
issues with the application were identified and it was returned to the Solicitors on 12 April 2018. 

As the Deputy will appreciate all applications for Grants in deceased persons’ estates are 
made on foot of a number of mandatory legal documents which must be furnished by the ap-
plicants. These require detailed checking by the Probate Office to ensure that the estate of the 
deceased person is administered correctly and in accordance with the law.  

The Courts Service has further advised that when the application is re-lodged it will be pro-
cessed in accordance with the procedures of the Office. Priority is given to probate applications 
where there is a particular urgency or in extenuating circumstances. In such cases, it is open to 
applicants to bring the matter to the attention of the Probate Office.   

17/04/2018WRCC01400Commencement of Legislation

17/04/2018WRCC01500557. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for the 
delay in the commencement of provisions in the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 whereby 
efficient oversight and public interest provisions of the Act can be implemented; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16010/18]

17/04/2018WRCC01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The setting-up of the 
Legal Services Regulatory Authority is very much work in progress and has been underway on 
a number of fronts since July 2016. At that time Parts 1 and 2 of the Legal Services Regulation 
Act 2015 were commenced as necessary to get the new Authority appointed and underway. The 
Authority, which is independent in the performance of its functions under the 2015 Act, has 
convened regularly since its inaugural meeting on 26 October 2016 - minutes of its meetings 
are available on its website www.LSRA.ie. The challenge has been to ensure that the roll-out 
of the various components of the Authority’s regulatory functions in a legally robust manner 
can be aligned, to the satisfaction of the Authority, with its anticipated working resources as an 
independent regulator.

It will be recalled that, during its initial year of establishment, the Legal Services Regulatory 
Authority has been deeply engaged in the conduct of public consultations and in the making 
of five reports on a series of new options for the provision of legal services under sections 118 
to 120 of the Act which were also commenced. It had been obliged to complete these within 
strictly set deadlines running from its day of establishment on 1 October 2016. All of these re-
ports have now been laid, as required under the 2015 Act, before the Houses of the Oireachtas 
while also being publicly accessible on the Authority’s website. As reflected in the 2015 Act 
and the relevant reports completed by the Authority, the Government continues to give policy 
priority to the introduction of Legal Partnerships between barristers or barristers and solicitors 
by way of early structural reform in the way in which legal services are available to consumers. 

Alongside its other ongoing consultation and reporting commitments, the current working 
focus of the Authority is, I understand, very much on the managed roll-out of its remaining 
functions. This includes the matching development of the organisational capacities and office 
and staffing resources essential to effective delivery. It also includes the necessary preparatory 
steps for the establishment and application of the new Roll of Practicing Barristers under which 
both Law Library and non-Law Library practicing barristers will be regulated, for the first time 
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under legislation, by the Authority. This will also be a pre-requisite for the exercise by the Au-
thority of its public complaints functions. A further key area under development is that of the 
application of the levy that is to be made on both practicing solicitors and practicing barristers 
under Part 7 of the 2015 Act. Funding support of €1 million has recently been provided to the 
Authority from the Justice Vote for 2017. This follows an advance of the same amount that was 
provided from my Department’s 2016 Vote and a similar allocation is being made for 2018.

It should also be recalled that in parallel to the introduction of enhanced legal costs trans-
parency obligations on legal practitioners under the 2015 Act, extensive legal and technical 
preparations are also continuing separately within the courts system to complete the transition 
of the Office of the Taxing-Master to that of the Legal Costs Adjudicators. 

Following these steps, the key structural reforms of Part 6 of the 2015 Act relating to public 
complaints, professional conduct and the appointment of the Legal Practitioners’ Disciplin-
ary Tribunal dealing with both solicitors and barristers, will be commenced. It is considered 
that this component of the Act will underpin the entire new regulatory regime in terms of its 
observance and enforcement and by way of safeguarding the public interest. I will, of course, 
continue to emphasise the importance which I attach as Minister to the objective of getting the 
Authority open for business on the core public complaints function as quickly as is reasonably 
possible while also bearing in mind the risks and complexities which the Authority is having to 
carefully manage to bring that about. This work has been augmented by the appointment by the 
Authority last autumn of its first full-time Chief Executive, Dr. Brian Doherty, along with its 
securing of enhanced office accommodation.

The Regulatory Authority will soon be submitting its first full-year Annual Report having 
previously submitted a report for quarter three of 2016. It is actively preparing to conduct the 
first periodic review of the operation of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 as required un-
der section 6 of that Act. Arrangements are also at an advanced stage to fill, with the necessary 
approval of each House of the Oireachtas, a casual vacancy that has arisen on the Authority due 
to the appointment of an existing member to the judiciary. Work is ongoing between the Author-
ity and my Department on a new Corporate Governance Assurance Agreement. The Authority 
is also preparing to conduct statutory consultations and to report on the education and training 
arrangements in the State for legal practitioners. 

At this point, the Authority is nearing completion of the necessary analysis of the staffing 
needs and resources required to allow it to support the ongoing roll out of its functions to a 
structured and achievable timetable and intends to begin additional recruiting to key posts in 
the near future. Within the past week it has submitted its first Strategic Plan covering the pe-
riod 2018–2020 as required under section 20 of the 2015 Act which I will be laying before the 
Houses in the coming days. The Plan sets out the Authority’s key priorities and objectives for 
the next three years including indicative timelines for the coming into operation of its remaining 
functions. Both I and my Department will, therefore, continue to work closely with the Author-
ity to enable it to come into substantive regulatory mode at the earliest opportunity including in 
the independent delivery of its strategic objectives.

17/04/2018WRCC01700Immigrant Investor Programme Eligibility

17/04/2018WRCC01800558. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there are 
circumstances in which a non-national person legally living here under a time limited visa may 
be eligible to be considered under the immigrant investor programme provided all qualifying 
conditions are met; if it is the case the person cannot be here at the time of the application; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16029/18]
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17/04/2018WRCC01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Immigrant Inves-
tor Programme (IIP) provides the non-EEA investor with the opportunity to invest in the State. 
Applicants for the IIP must have a minimum net worth of €2 million of which at least €1.0 mil-
lion must be available for the investment, excluding for investment in a Real Estate Investment 
Trust (REIT) which requires a minimum €2.0 million. In addition, the funds invested must be 
legally acquired and owned by the investor. It is also essential that the applicant be of good 
character.  Further criteria is published on the INIS website www.inis.gov.ie

It is not a condition of the IIP that applications must be made from outside the State.  How-
ever it should be noted that the IIP application process can take approximately 16-18 weeks in 
total and there is no guarantee that the prospective investor’s application will be successful. 

Accordingly it is important that a non national applicant who is resident in the State ensures 
that their immigration permission is kept up to date at all times.

Question No. 559 answered with Question No. 508.

17/04/2018WRCC02100Leave to Remain

17/04/2018WRCC02200560. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of adults 
and children with leave to remain at the end of March 2018 that are still living in direct provi-
sion. [16088/18]

17/04/2018WRCC02300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The phrase “leave to remain” in the question is being interpreted as covering persons granted 
any one of Refugee Status, Subsidiary Protection or Humanitarian Leave to Remain. As of the 
end of March 2018, there were 520 persons with a form of leave to remain who continue to 
reside in accommodation under contract to the Department. This total figure of 520 persons 
comprises 357 adults and 163 children.

The figure of 520 persons is drawn from a dynamic database that changes on a daily basis. 
It includes data in relation to approximately 200 persons who have been relocated to Ireland 
under the relocation or resettlement programme and have been accommodated in Mosney. Un-
fortunately it is not possible to separate this data from the data in relation to the other persons 
in Mosney (approximately 600).  Therefore the figure of 520 persons with status will include a 
number of persons who arrived under the relocation programme, were accommodated in Mos-
ney and have since been granted international protection.

RIA, which administers the system of accommodation for protection applicants, has always 
provided such persons with continued accommodation while they source their own accom-
modation and while they get their affairs in order having been granted a leave to remain.  RIA 
is particularly mindful of the reality of the housing situation in the State and the pressures on 
the City and County Councils in respect of Housing Assistance Payments and Housing Lists.  
That said, the provision of housing for persons coming out of the protection process has been 
incorporated in the Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness. 

Following on from the McMahon report, my Department developed a guide to independent 
living for persons with status to provide practical assistance for them. The guide is available in 
all centres and has been published on the RIA website (www.ria.gov.ie) in a number of different 
languages. This was published in parallel with information sessions coordinated by the Citizens 
Information Bureau in accommodation centres which gave an opportunity for such persons to 
seek assistance and clarification on the services provided.  RIA, its centre managers, Citizens 
Information and those City and County Councils operating the Housing Assistance Payments 
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link with such persons in accessing the appropriate supports and services, including in respect 
of sourcing and securing private accommodation. 

In addition, following a call for proposals under the Asylum Migration and Integration 
Fund, a number of charities and NGOs were awarded funding for projects with the specific aim 
of providing assistance to those transiting from state provided accommodation to permanent 
homes in the community. I am confident that the services provided with this funding will prove 
of great assistance and benefit to all concerned.  

Assistance in moving into permanent homes in communities around Ireland is also directly 
provided to persons with status. 

In the case of persons who have been relocated to Ireland under the EU relocation pro-
gramme, we work directly with local authorities to source suitable and appropriate accom-
modation in the community. We also fund implementing partners through the local authorities 
who employ resettlement workers and intercultural workers to assist in the integration process. 

In the case of persons who have been granted a leave to remain, we are in the process of 
engaging with the services of housing agencies and other such bodies to provide assistance and 
supports to persons to move in to local authority housing or the private rented sector as the case 
may be. 

17/04/2018WRCC02400Direct Provision System

17/04/2018WRCC02500561. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there are, as per 
the McMahon report, befriending subcommittees in each direct provision centre in County 
Kerry; and if so, the work they carry out in view of the fact volunteers that are involved in be-
friending through organisations (details supplied) were not aware of their existence and do not 
want to duplicate work that may already be done. [16094/18]

17/04/2018WRCC02600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
Following on from the recommendations of the McMahon report,  there are Friends of the Cen-
tre groups operating in all established RIA centres and groups are being developed as a matter 
of priority in the newer centres.  

The two NGOs mentioned are key partners in the Friends of the Centre groups for the 
Killarney and Tralee centres.  They work closely with residents and management in the centres 
and regularly visit  the centres to meet with the residents.  Indeed they assisted the Killarney 
centres in organising a trip around the ring of Kerry for centre residents less than two weeks 
ago. The last meetings of the Friends of the Centre groups in Killarney and Tralee took place in 
February and the next meetings are in the process of being organised and are expected to take 
place in May.

17/04/2018WRCC02700Departmental Funding

17/04/2018WRCC02800562. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
capital allocation for his Department in each of the years 2019 to 2023; the areas in which this 
funding will be spent in each of these years; and the particular projects and particular areas of 
investment in this regard. [16098/18]

17/04/2018WRCC02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The capital allocation 
for the Justice Votes Group over the period 2019 to 2022, as published in the recent National 
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Development Plan, is as follows (details for 2023 are yet to be finalised):

Year Allocation € million
2019 241
2020 230
2021 208
2022 216 
Total 895
The precise breakdown of the budget across the votes and various projects will be depen-

dent on the outcome of procurement competitions and the timing of expenditure but in broad 
terms the funding will mainly be allocated to the following areas: 

- Construction of the new Forensic Science Laboratory;

- Garda Síochána Building and Refurbishment Programme including replacement of the 
Harcourt Street Complex;

- Garda ICT Programme including completion of the implementation of Schengen Informa-
tion system,

- Continuing Investment in the Garda Fleet;

- Prisons, Courts and Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service ICT investment;

- Prison Building Programme including the redevelopment of Limerick Prison; 

- New or refurbished courthouses in a number of regional cities and county towns.

17/04/2018WRCC03000Garda Remuneration

17/04/2018WRCC03100563. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
estimated cost of bringing all gardaí on salaries below €32,000 per annum up to that wage. 
[16099/18]

17/04/2018WRCC03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be 
aware that the Garda Commissioner  is responsible for carrying on and managing and control-
ling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including by arranging 
for the recruitment and training of the members of An Garda Síochána. I, as Minister, have no 
direct role in the matter. 

It may be noted that the salary for new entrants as members of An Garda Síochána rises 
from €29,669 to €51,693 over 19 years, exclusive of allowances and overtime. Accordingly all 
members reach a salary of at least €32,000 per annum in light of incremental increases on the 
salary scale. 

I have nonetheless engaged with the Garda authorities in relation to the specific information 
sought concerning the estimated cost of an increase in salaries. Unfortunately, in the time avail-
able, I am not in a position to provide the Deputy with that information however when it has 
been compiled I will revert directly to the Deputy.
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17/04/2018WRCC03300Adoption Legislation

17/04/2018WRCC03400564. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
remove the anomaly that exists under legislation providing for paid adoptive leave to enable 
same sex couples to avail of paid adoptive leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16166/18]

17/04/2018WRCC03500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy is aware, Section 6 of the Adoptive Leave Act 1995 provides for an entitlement 
to 24 weeks adoptive leave for an employed adopting mother or a sole male adopter. 

Following adoption of the 34th amendment to the Constitution and its subsequent legisla-
tive changes, my Department identified a lacuna in the Adoptive Leave Act 1995 that prevents 
male same-sex married couples from availing of adoptive leave and benefits.

To address this lacuna, my Department has prepared draft legislative proposals that will 
amend the Adoptive Leave Act and will afford the same entitlements to adoptive leave and ben-
efits to all couples who are married, co-habiting or who are in a civil partnership, irrespective 
of gender.

The Department is currently reviewing how best to advance these legislative proposals.  
One option would be to include these proposals with those planned on paid parental leave as 
part of a Family Leave Bill.  As the Deputy may be aware, an inter-departmental working group 
is due to report at the end of this month with options on paid parental leave. 

17/04/2018WRCC03600Child Protection Guidelines

17/04/2018WRCC03700565. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the recom-
mendations of the report by a person (details supplied) into the Childcare Act 1991, published 
in May 2017 will be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16167/18]

17/04/2018WRCC03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As I previously advised 
the house in reply to Question No. 66 of 6 February 2018, the Garda Commissioner engaged 
the professional services of Professor Geoffrey Shannon, Special Rapporteur on Child Protec-
tion, to conduct an independent audit of the exercise by An Garda Síochána of section 12, Child 
Care Act, 1991.  

Prof. Shannon’s final Report was published on 29 May 2017 and was welcomed by An Gar-
da Síochána. While the report identified shortcomings, particularly in relation to inter-agency 
co-operation, it is worth noting that one of its main findings was that the exercise of section 12 
of the Child Care Act, 1991 by members of An Garda Síochána has been necessary, proportion-
ate and legal in its performance and without discrimination.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the findings and recommendations of the Report 
have been carefully examined by An Garda Síochána, and responsibility for the implementa-
tion of its recommendations now rests with the National Child Protection Unit within the Garda 
National Protective Services Bureau, under the direction of Assistant Commissioner, Special 
Crime Operations. 

I understand that work is ongoing to implement the recommendations and liaison is con-
tinuing with Prof. Shannon, with an Action Plan now in place. A National Child Safeguarding 
Strategic Liaison Committee, comprising representatives from An Garda Síochána and Tusla, 
has also been established in order to progress those recommendations common to both organi-
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sations. 

An Garda Síochána, under the direction of Assistant Commissioner, Special Crime Opera-
tions and D/Chief Superintendent, Garda National Protective Services Bureau will liaise with 
all stakeholders, both internal and external, including all relevant State and non-government 
agencies, to advance the implementation of the other conclusions and recommendations in-
cluded in the Report. 

A number of the recommendations from Dr. Shannon’s report relate to the PULSE system. 
The Government has already dedicated substantial resources for investment in Garda IT in-
frastructure. A total of €342 million has been allotted between 2016 and 2021, including €217 
million in additional funding in the Capital Plan, and this investment will undoubtedly support 
a wide range of improvements to Garda systems including PULSE.

The Deputy will also be aware that a number of the issues highlighted in the Report come 
within the remit of my colleague the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs. I will, of course, 
assist Minister Zappone in addressing these issues where necessary, and I can assure the Deputy 
that An Garda Síochána will be fully supported in pursuing the very necessary reforms identi-
fied in the Report. 

17/04/2018WRCC03900Garda Operations

17/04/2018WRCC04000566. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question Nos. 272 of 13 February 2018 and 340 of 20 March 2018, if the matter 
has been referred to the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission; when a determination will 
issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16245/18]

17/04/2018WRCC04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy is aware that 
the earlier questions referred to in the Deputy’s current question were disallowed on the basis 
that I have no role, as Minister for Justice and Equality, in relation to Garda investigations, 
which constitute operational matters and are properly dealt with by An Garda Síochána in the 
first instance. 

Aside from the matters comprehended by Section 91 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, which 
relate to the investigation of complaints concerning death of, or serious harm to, a person, it is a 
matter for the Garda Commissioner to make a decision in relation to the referral of any matter to 
the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission. I have requested a Garda report in this regard in 
relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy, and I will contact the Deputy directly on receipt 
of a Garda report. 

The Deputy will also be aware that it is open to members of the public to make complaints 
to GSOC in accordance with Section 83 of the Act.  

17/04/2018WRCC04200Coroners Service

17/04/2018WRCC04300567. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the persons that 
are legally permitted to formally identify a deceased person in instances in which a person dies 
unexpectedly or in which the cause of death is unexplained; the formal procedure which must 
be carried out for the purpose of identifying the deceased; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16252/18]

17/04/2018WRCC04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The current provision 
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with regard to formal identification of a deceased person in the circumstances the Deputy de-
scribes, is section 27 of the Coroners Act 1962. The section provides as follows:

27. - (1) A coroner holding an inquest in relation to the death of any person shall, except in 
a case to which section 22 or section 23 of this Act relates, view the body unless—
  (a) it has been viewed by a member of the Garda Síochána who gives evidence to that effect at the inquest, or
  (b) it has previously been viewed by a coroner or deputy coroner.

  (2) Where a coroner is holding an inquest with a jury in relation to the death of any person, 
the jury shall view the body only if the coroner so directs or a majority of the jury so desires.

The primary identification of the deceased person where the coroner is concerned, will be 
done by a member of an Garda Síochána with any necessary information to be provided by, for 
example a medical professional, family member, etc.

The provision to have an inquest jury view a body is no longer used.

17/04/2018WRCC04500Garda Reports

17/04/2018WRCC04600568. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Questions Nos. 244 of 23 January 2018, 322 of 30 January 2018 and 136, 137, 138, 
139 and 248 of 7 February 2018, when the promised reports from An Garda Síochána will be 
issued; the reason for the delay in the issuing of these reports; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16288/18]

17/04/2018WRCC04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As I advised the Deputy 
previously, the information sought in his questions was not available at the time of asking.  I 
requested the information from the Garda Commissioner with a view to reverting to the Deputy 
when it was received.

The reports requested have now been received.  As the issues relate to a number of differ-
ent matters I am at present having the information sought by the Deputy collated into a single 
response.  I will write to the Deputy shortly with the information relevant to each Question.

17/04/2018WRCC04800Garda Data

17/04/2018WRCC04900569. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
and community gardaí stationed at Clondalkin, Lucan, Ronanstown, Ballyfermot and Rath-
coole in January in each of the years 2014 to 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16302/18]

17/04/2018WRCC05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. 

The Garda stations referred to form part of the Dublin Metropolitan Region (D.M.R) West 
Division. I am informed by the Commissioner that the number of Gardaí assigned to that Divi-
sion on 28 February 2018, the latest date for which information is readily available, was 665 of 
whom 64 are designated as Community Garda. There are also 26 Garda Reserves and 53 Garda 
civilian staff attached to the Division. When appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported 
by a number of Garda national units such as the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, 
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the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda National 
Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.  

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime. To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an over-
all Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 
Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
goal. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that since the reopening of the Garda College in Sep-
tember 2014, just under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and 
have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide including 155 to the D.M.R. West Divi-
sion. Garda numbers, taking account of retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 – a 
net increase of over 600 since the end of 2016. 

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Garda 
workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on track. 
This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In total, 800 Garda 
trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last month. Further, Garda 
numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 14,000 by the end of 
2018.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties. There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training in 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána. We are now 
rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to de-
ploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Division, including the D.M.R. West Division. 

In relation to the number of “Community Gardaí “ it is important to recognise that commu-
nity policing is not a specialist role in An Garda Síochána; rather it is the case that all Gardaí 
have a role to play in community policing in carrying out their duties. The official categorisa-
tion as a “Community Garda” simply refers to those who are exclusively assigned to building 
relationships with local communities including through the giving of talks to schools, commu-
nity groups and others. It is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the 
optimum distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her having regard to the 
profile of the area and its specific needs.

I am assured by the Commissioner that the Garda National Model of Community Policing 
plays a key part in responding to crime by taking into account and responding to local conditions 
and needs. Overall the Model advocates a partnership based, pro-active, community-orientated 
style of policing. It is focused on crime prevention, problem-solving and law enforcement, with 
a view to building trust and enhancing the quality of life of the entire community. Clear objec-
tives are set, such as high visibility in the community, ease of contact by members of the public, 
and enhanced support for crime prevention strategies. 

As part of the Community Policing Model An Garda Síochána work in partnership with lo-
cal communities, to prevent and deter crime through initiatives such as Neighbourhood Watch, 
Community Alert, Text Alert and the Garda Schools Programme as well as through more formal 
structures such as Joint Policing Committees.
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The Community Policing Model also places a strong emphasis on Crime Prevention and 
within each Garda Division, where there are specialist Crime Prevention Officers (CPOs), who 
are trained to encourage, promote and advise on crime prevention within communities. 

In addition, the National Community Policing Office, attached to the Garda Community En-
gagement Bureau, captures best practice in community policing initiatives and disseminates 
these practices through its communication network. 

I have previously stated that I welcome the strong emphasis that the Commissioner’s Mod-
ernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 places on developing and supporting the com-
munity policing ethos of the organisation and enhancing the current delivery model so that 
Gardaí spend more time in the community, gaining public confidence and trust and providing a 
greater sense of security.  In terms of progress on this important initiative, I am informed that a 
draft Community Policing Framework which outlines the manner in which Community Polic-
ing Teams will be established has been completed and is subject to internal review before being 
approved by the Garda Executive for implementation.

For the Deputy’s information, I have set out below the number of Gardaí and the number of 
Community Gardaí assigned to Clondalkin, Lucan, Ronanstown, Ballyfermot and Lucan Garda 
Stations in 2014-2017, and as of 28 February 2018, the latest date for which figures are readily 
available.

 2014
Stations Total number of Gardaí- 

each Garda has a role in 
community policing

No. who are exclusively en-
gaged in Community Gardaí

Clondalkin 89 7
Lucan 74 6
Ronanstown 91 6
Ballyfermot 85 9
Rathcoole 23 1

 2015
Stations Total Strength -each Garda 

has a role in community 
policing

No. who are exclusively en-
gaged in Community Gardaí

Clondalkin 87 8
Lucan 73 6
Ronanstown 94 10
Ballyfermot 86 7
Rathcoole 21 1

 2016
Stations Total Strength -each Garda 

has a role in community 
policing

No. who are exclusively en-
gaged in Community Gardaí

Clondalkin 94 7
Lucan 74 6
Ronanstown 91 7
Ballyfermot 85 4
Rathcoole 19 2
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 2017
Stations Total Strength -each Garda 

has a role in community 
policing

No. who are exclusively en-
gaged in Community Gardaí

Clondalkin 97 7
Lucan 70 6
Ronanstown 87 9
Ballyfermot 83 7
Rathcoole 14 1

 2018*
Stations Total Strength -each Garda 

has a role in community 
policing

No. who are exclusively en-
gaged in Community Gardaí

Clondalkin 92 7
Lucan 70 6
Ronanstown 88 9
Ballyfermot 83 7
Rathcoole 14 1
*Up to 28 February 2018

17/04/2018WRDD00200Garda Operations

17/04/2018WRDD00300570. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if serving Garda 
personnel may assist with voter registration on third level campuses or institutes of technology; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16306/18]

17/04/2018WRDD00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I should say at the outset 
that I, as Minister, have no responsibility to direct An Garda Síochána operationally or in the 
assigning of personnel to relation to particular operations. Section 26 of the Garda Síochána Act 
2005 (as amended) vests full control of An Garda Síochána in the Garda Commissioner and I, 
as Minister, have no power to interfere or intervene in such matters.

Further, voter registration is not a matter in relation to which my Department has any func-
tion.

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department sought and received clarification from him in 
relation to his question and I will revert to him as soon as the information concerned is received 
from An Garda Síochána.

17/04/2018WRDD00500Naturalisation Applications

17/04/2018WRDD00600571. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the 
options open to an American citizen (details supplied) to live and work here on a full-time basis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16365/18]

17/04/2018WRDD00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that they do not offer specific 
advice to individuals on immigration pathways.
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The person concerned might in the first instance consider consulting the INIS website www.
inis.gov.ie as it contains information on all matters relating to immigration.  Other websites of 
relevance are the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation regarding possible work 
permit requirements - www.dbei.gov.ie and the Department of Education and Skills for matters 
relating to education - www.education.ie.

The INIS Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification is found at www.inis.gov.ie/
en/INIS/Pages/immigration-policy-family-reunification and may be of relevance to the circum-
stances of the persons concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRDD00800Closed-Circuit Television Systems Provision

17/04/2018WRDD00900572. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the 
number of applications from counties Sligo and Leitrim that were made to his Department for 
funding under the CCTV scheme; when allocations will be made under this scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16399/18]

17/04/2018WRDD01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
my Department has launched a Community-based CCTV grant-aid Scheme to assist groups in 
the establishment of community-based CCTV systems in their local areas. Eligible community 
groups can apply for grant-aid of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV sys-
tem, up to a maximum grant of €40,000.

There has been an increasing level of enquiries relating to the Scheme. Some 11 applications 
have been received to date and I understand that a number of other applications are currently 
being readied for submission. Of these, 1 application was received from a group in County 
Leitrim. No application has been made to date by any group within County Sligo.

4 applications under the Scheme have been approved to date, with approved funding total-
ling almost €120,000. A further 4 applications are under active consideration. The remaining 
3 applications have been returned to the applicants concerned to enable them to provide the 
information necessary to qualify for grant-aid, including the application from County Leitrim.

Successful applicants receive an up-front payment of 50% of approved funding upon ap-
proval of the grant, with the balance to be paid when the CCTV system is fully operational.

I am very anxious to ensure that all interested groups, in both rural and urban areas, take 
advantage of the availability of this grant aid scheme.  Full details of the grant aid package in-
cluding guidelines, application forms, code of practice and other relevant documentation are all 
available to download from my Department’s website - www.justice.ie.

17/04/2018WRDD01100Naturalisation Applications

17/04/2018WRDD01200573. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the 
progress to date in the determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person 
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(details supplied); when the application will be brought to a conclusion; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16419/18]

17/04/2018WRDD01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, as indicated in my re-
sponse to the Deputy’s Parliamentary Question No. 100 of the 22nd February, the processing of 
the application for a certificate of naturalisation which was received from the person referred to 
on 12 February is ongoing and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most straightforward cases are now processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRDD01400Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRDD01500574. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set down the 
number of clerical officers and clerical assistants in his Department on temporary contracts 
by years of service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil Service 
when they have served a fixed period of time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16434/18]

17/04/2018WRDD01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In relation to the ques-
tion posed by the Deputy I would just like to clarify that the grade of clerical assistant no lon-
ger exists in the civil service.  My Department currently has 14 clerical officers employed on 
temporary contracts. The following table details the number of staff and the duration of their 
employment in my Department.

Duration of contract Number of staff
2-3 years 1
1-2 years 9
Less than 1 year 4
Total 14
Temporary Clerical Officers are typically engaged by my Department to provide cover for 

staff availing of the shorter working year scheme, to cover short term vacancies or to bridge 
vacancies that sometimes arise if there are delays in recruitment of permanent staff.

Any officers engaged as temporary clerical officers who are interested in applying for per-
manent employment in the Civil Service can register to receive notifications of recruitment 
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campaigns from the Public Appointments Service.

17/04/2018WRDD01700Visa Applications

17/04/2018WRDD01800575. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a visa for 
a person (details supplied) will be extended. [16449/18]

17/04/2018WRDD01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that they do not offer spe-
cific advice to individuals on immigration pathways. The person concerned might in the first 
instance consider consulting with the INIS website www.inis.gov.ie as it contains information 
on all matters relating to immigration and specifically the section relating to Non EEA persons 
wishing to study in the State.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRDD02000Community Courts

17/04/2018WRDD02100576. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline 
his plans to implement community courts as an alternative to formal legal proceedings; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16450/18]

17/04/2018WRDD02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
my Department led a Working Group of Justice Sector officials to consider options for moving 
forward on the proposal to establish a Community Court. Building on the recommendations of 
the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality, the Working Group consid-
ered proposals to enhance the approach to tackling low level offenders and effectively address-
ing their offending behaviour through a Community Justice Intervention type programme. This 
would be a diversion from the courts system in a way that has the potential to respond more 
effectively to one-off and repeat, low level offending with the emphasis on speedy processing 
aimed at reducing the risk of re-offending and would also offer quick referral to the necessary 
services. My Department wishes to build on this work and is still examining a number of pos-
sibilities, including the creation of a conditional cautioning system of which there are a number 
of models, which require careful consideration.

17/04/2018WRDD02300Visa Applications

17/04/2018WRDD02400577. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if passports 
supplied with recent documentation in the case of a person (details supplied) will be returned as 
a matter or urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16453/18]

17/04/2018WRDD02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the passports in the case 
of the person mentioned by the Deputy were returned on 10 April 2018.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/04/2018WRDD02600Naturalisation Certificates

17/04/2018WRDD02700578. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the number 
of certificates of naturalisation that have been granted to UK citizens by the Irish Naturalisation 
and Immigration Service in the past 20 years. [16514/18]

17/04/2018WRDD02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the retrieval and 
compilation of the information requested by the Deputy for each of the past twenty years would 
necessitate a disproportionate use of time and resources which could not be justified in cir-
cumstances where the priority is to deal with the cases on hand.  Information can, however, be 
provided for the seven years 2011 to 2017 inclusive as outlined in the following table:

 Year  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  2017
Appli-
cations 
Granted 
to UK 
citizens

 70  85  55  51  54  98  529

The recent significant increase in certificates of naturalisation granted to UK citizens is at-
tributed to the Brexit referendum which led to UK nationals, some living in the jurisdiction for 
lengthy periods of time, to apply for Irish citizenship. The number of applications received from 
UK nationals continued to increase in 2017 and this year to date, albeit from a very low base 
prior to the referendum.

17/04/2018WRDD02900Prison Education Service

17/04/2018WRDD03000579. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set down 
the number of days in the past academic year since September 2017 on which education and 
training workshops in the Irish Prison Service were closed due to the unavailability of prison 
service staff other than teaching staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16516/18]

17/04/2018WRDD03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that the Irish Prison Service provides a wide range of rehabilitative programmes to those 
in custody that include education, vocational training, healthcare, psychiatric, psychological, 
counselling, welfare and spiritual services. These programmes can offer purposeful activity to 
those in custody while serving their sentences and encouraging them to lead law abiding lives 
on release.  These programmes are available in all prisons and all prisoners are eligible to use 
the services.

The Department of Education and Skills provides an allocation of 220 whole-time teach-
er equivalents to the Prison Service through the Education and Training Boards.  Education in 
prisons is delivered in partnership between the Education and Training Boards and the Irish 
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Prison Service with a focus on providing education which is quality assured, student centred 
and which facilitates lifelong learning. The partnership endeavours to meet the needs of prison-
ers through helping them cope with their sentence, achieve personal development and prepare 
for life after release.

The guiding principles which underpin the prisons’ work and training service are to make 
available, work, work-training and other purposeful activities to all those in custody.  Training 
activities are chosen to give as much variety as possible and also to give opportunities for those 
in prison to acquire practical skills which will help them secure employment on release.

332 Work Training Officers have been appointed and assigned to areas such as catering, 
laundry, industrial cleaning, industrial skills and gym.

The manner in which records are collated does not allow us to provide statistics on the 
number of days the workshops were closed and the reasons for such closures.  However, the fol-
lowing table provides the hours workshops were closed as a percentage of potential open hours.

Month  % Closed Hours
 September 2017  31%
 October 2017  23%
 November 2017  24%
 December 2017  28%
 January 2018  22%
 February 2018  24%
The following table provides the days Education Centres were closed:

Month  No of Days per month closed due to un-
availability of Prison Service Staff (other 
than teaching staff) across 13 Education 
Centres

 September 2017 19 days
 October 2017 6.5 days
 November 2017 8.5 days
 December 2017 16.5 days
 January 2018 5 days
 February 2018 4 days
 March 2018 18 days
 April 2018 1 day
Six of the 13 Education Centres in Irish Prison Service (Arbour Hill, Castlerea, Portlaoise, 

Midlands, Shelton Abbey, Loughan) did not have school closure for any day since September 
2017.

17/04/2018WRDD03200Garda Youth Diversion Projects

17/04/2018WRDD03300580. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline 
his plans to increase funding to the Garda youth diversion programme in the north inner city in 
view of the particular difficulties faced by the area with the recent spate of gang murders; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8870/18]
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17/04/2018WRDD03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, Gardaí are providing a robust response to the threat of organised crime, particularly in 
Dublin’s North Inner-City. Operation Hybrid, which includes significant support from Armed 
Support Units, has been established to coordinate the response to violent crime in Dublin and 
address public safety concerns about community safety, particularly in the North Inner City 
area.

The statutory framework relating to young offenders and the Garda Diversion Programme is 
set out in the Children Act 2001. The operation of the Garda Diversion Programme is supported 
by the nationwide network of Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs). There are now 105 of 
these projects in place nationally.

GYDPs are funded by my Department and each project is managed locally by a Community 
Based Organisation (CBO). Funding is allocated under multi-annual funding agreements with 
the CBOs and, in 2018, approximately €14 million will be allocated for GYDPs. From 2015, 
GYDPs have been co-funded under the Programme for Employability Inclusion and Learning 
of the European Social Fund (ESF) 2014-2020.

The funding of individual GYDPs is kept under ongoing review, in conjunction with An 
Garda Síochána, in the light inter alia of experience of caseload demands on the project. There 
are currently four GYDPs operating in the north inner city. Between 2016 and 2018 these 
projects were allocated an additional €82,236.00 in funding, which is an increase of 17% from 
2016, bringing the total funding for the four projects to €566,236.00 in 2018.

In addition, my Department is obliged to carry out a call for proposals process during 2018 
in relation to the provision of Garda Youth Diversion Project (GYDP) services generally, to 
fully comply with requirements related to the co-funding of projects by the European Social 
Fund Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning 2014-2020.  The call for proposals 
provides the opportunity to enhance the range of supports available for diversion work, includ-
ing in Dublin, and will ensure availability throughout the State of GYDP services.

Questions Nos. 581 and 582 answered with Question No. 65.

17/04/2018WRDD03500Garda Deployment

17/04/2018WRDD03600583. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set down the 
manning levels as of 1 March 2018 in all Garda stations in counties Kildare, Laois and Offaly; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16648/18]

17/04/2018WRDD03700584. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set down the 
number of community gardaí allocated to stations in counties Kildare, Laois and Offaly; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16649/18]

17/04/2018WRDD03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 583 and 584 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of 
resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no 
direct role in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum 
use is made of these resources.

I am informed by the Commissioner that the strength of the Kildare and Laois/Offaly Divi-
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sions on 28 February 2018, the latest date for which information is currently available, was 357 
and 340 respectively. There are also 20 Garda Reserves and 30 Garda civilian staff attached to 
the Kildare Division and 16 Garda Reserves and 25 Garda civilian staff attached to the Laois/
Offaly Division. When appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda 
national units such as the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Unit, 
the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised 
Crime Bureau.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime. To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an over-
all Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 
Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
goal.

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, just under 1,800 recruits 
have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties 
nationwide including 85 and 76 to the Kildare and Laois/Offaly Divisions respectively. Garda 
numbers, taking account of retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 – a net increase 
of over 600 since the end of 2016.

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Garda 
workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on track. 
This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In total, 800 Garda 
trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last month.  Further, 
Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 14,000 by the 
end of 2018.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties. There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training in 2018.

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána. We are now re-
building the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy 
increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Division, including the Kildare and Laois/Offaly 
Divisions.

In relation to the number of “Community Gardaí” it is important to recognise that commu-
nity policing is not a specialist role in An Garda Síochána; rather it is the case that all Gardaí 
have a role to play in community policing in carrying out their duties. The official categorisa-
tion as a “Community Garda” simply refers to those who are exclusively assigned to building 
relationships with local communities including through the giving of talks to schools, commu-
nity groups and others.  It is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the 
optimum distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her having regard to the 
profile of the area and its specific needs.

I am assured by the Commissioner that the Garda National Model of Community Policing 
plays a key part in responding to crime by taking into account and responding to local conditions 
and needs. Overall the Model advocates a partnership based, pro-active, community-orientated 
style of policing. It is focused on crime prevention, problem-solving and law enforcement, with 
a view to building trust and enhancing the quality of life of the entire community. Clear objec-
tives are set, such as high visibility in the community, ease of contact by members of the public, 
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and enhanced support for crime prevention strategies.

As part of the Community Policing Model An Garda Síochána work in partnership with lo-
cal communities, to prevent and deter crime through initiatives such as Neighbourhood Watch, 
Community Alert, Text Alert and the Garda Schools Programme as well as through more formal 
structures such as Joint Policing Committees.

The Community Policing Model also places a strong emphasis on Crime Prevention and 
within each Garda Division, where there are specialist Crime Prevention Officers (CPOs), who 
are trained to encourage, promote and advise on crime prevention within communities.

In addition, the National Community Policing Office, attached to the Garda Community En-
gagement Bureau, captures best practice in community policing initiatives and disseminates 
these practices through its communication network.

I have previously stated that I welcome the strong emphasis that the Commissioner’s Mod-
ernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 places on developing and supporting the com-
munity policing ethos of the organisation and enhancing the current delivery model so that 
Gardaí spend more time in the community, gaining public confidence and trust and providing a 
greater sense of security.  In terms of progress on this important initiative, I am informed that a 
draft Community Policing Framework which outlines the manner in which Community Polic-
ing Teams will be established has been completed and is subject to internal review before being 
approved by the Garda Executive for implementation.

For the Deputy’s information, I have provided in tabular form the total strength and Com-
munity Gardaí strength of Garda Stations in the Kildare and Laois/Offaly Divisions as of 28 
February 2018 the latest date for which figures are readily available, as provided by the Com-
missioner.

COMMUNITY GARDA /STRENGTH KILDARE DIVISION 2018*
Station Total strength-each Garda 

has a role in community 
policing

No. who are  exclusively en-
gaged in Community Gardaí

ATHY 30 1
CASTLEDERMOT 3 0
KILDARE 36 1
MONASTEREVIN 5 0
NEWBRIDGE 52 0
RATHANGAN 3 0
CARBURY 7 0
CELBRIDGE 11 0
KILCOCK 10 0
LEIXLIP 60 0
MAYNOOTH 13 1
CLANE 8 0
KILCULLEN 2 0
NAAS 115 1
ROBERTSTOWN 2 0
TOTAL 357 4
*As of 28 February 2018
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COMMUNITY GARDA /STRENGTH LAOIS/OFFALY DIVISION 2018*
Station Total strength- each Garda 

has a role in community 
policing

No. who are exclusively en-
gaged in Community Gardaí

BANAGHER 6 0
BIRR 30 0
CLOGHAN 1 0
FERBANE 5 0
KILCORMAC 2 0
KINNITTY 1 0
SHINRONE 1 0
ABBEYLEIX 20 0
ARLES 1 0
BALLYLINAN 2 0
BORRIS-IN-OSSORY 1 0
CLONASLEE 1 0
DURROW 1 0
MOUNTMELLICK 4 0
MOUNTRATH 3 0
PORTALINGTON 14 0
PORTLAOISE 143 1
RATHDOWNEY 2 0
STRADBALLY 2 0
CLARA 5 0
DAINGEAN 2 0
EDENDERRY 16 0
RHODE 1 0
TULLAMORE 76 1
TOTAL 340 2
*As of 28 February 2018.

17/04/2018WRDD04000Domestic Violence Policy

17/04/2018WRDD04100585. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the 
further steps that need to be taken for Ireland to ratify the Council of Europe Convention on 
preventing and combatting violence against women and domestic violence; when Ireland will 
ratify it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16668/18]

17/04/2018WRDD04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I and my Government 
colleagues are totally committed to tackling violence against women and domestic violence. 
The Programme for Government commits to full implementation of the Council of Europe 
Convention on Preventing and Combatting Violence against Women (commonly referred to as 
the Istanbul Convention).

The actions necessary to ratify the Istanbul Convention are contained in the Second Nation-
al Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence 2016-2021, published in January, 
2016.
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The implementation of these actions is ongoing including public sector training/education 
by a range of State agencies, the development of a Risk Assessment Matrix by An Garda Sío-
chána and commissioning of national helpline services to respond to issues of domestic and 
sexual violence.

The outstanding actions are legislative and require delivery of two pieces of legislation:

i) The Domestic Violence Bill which was published on 3 February 2017. The Bill has passed 
all stages in the Seanad and is awaiting Report in the Dáil which is expected to commence 
shortly. It is expected that this Bill will be enacted in the near future and the legislation com-
menced as soon as practicable thereafter. The enactment of this legislation is key to advancing 
the ratification of the Istanbul Convention as its enactment will deliver four of the outstanding 
actions required under the Convention.

ii) The one remaining legislative action is the enactment of legislation for extraterritorial 
jurisdiction. Work on this action is underway and it is anticipated that this legislation will be 
published in the first half of 2018.

When the required legislative actions are implemented, Ireland will be in a position to ratify 
the Convention.

17/04/2018WRDD04300Residency Permits

17/04/2018WRDD04400586. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline his 
plans to offer stamp 4 residency status to applicants who have spent more than five years in this 
jurisdiction and who have not come to the adverse attention of An Garda Síochána; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16694/18]

17/04/2018WRDD04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There are no plans for a 
general grant of residency to persons simply because they have  spent more than 5 years in the 
State.

I am informed by my officials in INIS, however, that non-EEA nationals who, for a variety 
of reasons, have a lawful permission to be in the State may be granted on application a permis-
sion to remain on Stamp 4 conditions.  For example: non-EEA holder of 5 consecutive employ-
ment permits over a 5 year period; non-EEA Critical Skills employment permit holders and 
Researchers after 2 years; non-EEA spouse/civil partner/de facto partner of an Irish citizen; ref-
ugee/Protection Status/Programme Refugee; and non-EEA parent of Irish Citizen Child where 
parent was granted permission to remain in the State.

Other persons may, following a determination of their individual circumstances, if granted 
leave to remain, be granted a “Stamp 4” residency status.

17/04/2018WRDD04600Naturalisation Applications

17/04/2018WRDD04700587. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the 
number of non-Irish born applicants who have been approved for naturalisation in each of the 
past nine years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16695/18]

17/04/2018WRDD04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the retrieval and 
compilation of the information requested by the Deputy for each of the past nine years would 
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necessitate a disproportionate use of time and resources which could not be justified in cir-
cumstances where the priority is to deal with the cases on hand.  Information can, however, be 
provided on the number of persons born outside the island of Ireland who were approved for 
naturalisation for the years 2011 to 2018 inclusive as outlined in the following table:

Year 2011  2012  2013 2014  2015  2016 2017 2018 to 
date

Number 
of non-
Irish 
born ap-
plicants 
ap-
proved 
for 
naturali-
sation

12,800 22,000 27,000 16,700 10,700 9,300 7,200 3,400

It should be noted that adult applicants approved for naturalisation must subsequently attend 
a citizenship ceremony where they will be granted their certificate of naturalisation, accord-
ingly the numbers approved in any given year will not correspond with the number who are 
issued naturalisation certificates in the same year.

17/04/2018WRDD04900Garda Strength

17/04/2018WRDD05000588. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the 
strength of An Garda Síochána; the way in which this compares to the average over the past ten 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16696/18]

17/04/2018WRDD05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime. To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an over-
all Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 
Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
goal.

I am informed by the Commissioner that since the reopening of the Garda College in Sep-
tember 2014, just under 1,800 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have 
been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide. Garda numbers, taking account of retirements, 
increased to 13,667 at the end of March – a net increase of over 700 since the end of 2016.

I am pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the Garda 
workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on track. 
This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. In total, 800 Garda 
trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, 200 of whom attested last month.  Further, 
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Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, are on track to reach 14,000 by the 
end of 2018.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties. There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training in 2018.

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána. We are now 
rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to sup-
port all Garda activities, enhance visibility within our communities, and to provide additional 
resources across the organisation as new Garda recruits continue to come on stream.

I have set out in the following table for the Deputy’s information the strength of An Garda 
Síochána for the last 10 years, and as of 31 March 2018, the latest date for which figures are 
readily available.

 Year end Total Garda Strength
 2018* 13,667
 2017 13,551 
 2016 12,943
 2015 12,816 
 2014 12,799 
 2013 13,093 
 2012 13,424
 2011 13,894
 2010 14,377 
 2009 14,547 
 2008 14,412
*As of 31 March 2018.

17/04/2018WREE00200Garda Remuneration

17/04/2018WREE00300589. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
garda inspectors newly promoted to the rank of superintendent receive a higher remuneration 
than existing superintendents; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16697/18]

17/04/2018WREE00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is not 
aware of any case where a newly promoted Superintendent earns more than one of his or her 
longer serving colleagues.  My officials have engaged with the Association of Garda Superin-
tendents on the issue of pay on promotion to Superintendent and will be pleased to so again, if 
the Association requires further clarification.

The recent decision by the Association of Garda Superintendents to sign up to the public 
service pay agreement (the PSSA) and the subsequent arbitration award have, I hope, gone 
some way to addressing the genuinely felt grievance of the Association in relation to pay and 
has helped to address an anomaly that arose from the Labour Court recommendation in favour 
of the GRA and AGSI in 2016.
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17/04/2018WREE00500Garda Promotions

17/04/2018WREE00600590. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of vacant posts from the rank of sergeant upwards in An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16698/18]

17/04/2018WREE00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, including 
personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the 
matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in the 
context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made of 
these resources.

For the Deputy’s information I have set out below the strength of each of the Garda ranks 
and the agreed strength under the Employment Control Framework as of 31 March 2018, the 
latest date for which figures are currently available.

The Deputy will be aware that a competition is in train to select the next Garda Commis-
sioner.  The process is being undertaken by the Public Appointment Service under the auspices 
of the independent Policing Authority for the first time.  The competition closing date was 12 
April last. 

Appointments to the rank of Sergeant and Inspector are a matter for the Commissioner 
under section 14 of Garda Síochána Act 2005.  I am advised by the Commissioner that there is 
currently a competition in train for promotion to the ranks of Sergeant and Inspector with the 
aim of bringing the strength to 300 and 2,000, respectively, as agreed under the Employment 
Control Framework.  I am assured by the Commissioner that following completion of these 
competitions the needs of all Garda Divisions will be fully considered when determining the 
allocation of Garda Sergeants and Inspectors. 

Strength of each rank as compared to the ECF as of 31 March 2018

Rank Strength ECF
Commissioner 0 1
D/Commissioner 2 2
A/Commissioner 9 9
Chief   Superintendent 45 45
Superintendent 166 166
Inspector 254 300
Sergeant 1,861 2,000

17/04/2018WREE00800Garda Information and Communications Technology

17/04/2018WREE00900591. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which adequate modern technology is available to An Garda Síochána in the context of the fight 
against organised crime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16699/18]

17/04/2018WREE01000592. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the degree 
to which modern communication technology is readily available to An Garda Síochána with 
particular reference to the fight against organised crime; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16700/18]



Questions - Written Answers

318

17/04/2018WREE01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 591 and 592 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the allocation and management of 
Garda equipment and resources, including ICT, are a matter for the Garda Commissioner and I, 
as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.

I can assure the Deputy that tackling organised crime activity is a key ongoing priority for 
both the Government and An Garda Síochána. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that ICT is recognised as an essential tool for sup-
porting the day-to-day operations of over 16,000 Garda members, Garda reserves and civilian 
staff.  On an annual basis, approximately 13.5 million vehicle registrations are read by the 
Automated Number Plate Recognition System, 1.9 million records are exchanged electroni-
cally with the Court Services, 9.3 million PULSE searches are conducted, 19.5 million TETRA 
digital radio calls are made and 118,000 fingerprints are searched.  The TETRA Radio system 
provides a modern digital encrypted radio system to all operational members of An Garda Sío-
chána allowing them to communicate securely.

The Deputy will be aware that the Programme for a Partnership Government recognises 
that gardaí must have the modern technology and resources necessary to detect and investigate 
crimes, and to prevent loss and harm to citizens and their property on a 24/7 basis. 

Accordingly, the Garda Modernisation and Renewal Programme 2016 - 2021 sets out a 
series of initiatives which will enable An Garda Síochána deploy the latest cutting-edge tech-
nologies in the fight against crime.  In support of this plan, some €342 million, including €217 
million under the Capital Plan, is being invested in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 
2021. 

In this context, a broad range of ICT projects are being delivered to support existing systems 
and develop them further, with the overall goal of supporting the ongoing business require-
ments of An Garda Síochána in all fields, including the fight against organised crime activity.  

An Garda Síochána’s Policing Plan sets out the organisation’s priorities in tackling organ-
ised crime activity, together with its continued commitment to proactively target groups and 
individuals engaged in criminal activity, including organised criminal activities.   

In tackling such activity, An Garda Síochána continues to develop and implement opera-
tions and strategies aimed at targeting, dismantling and disrupting criminal networks, utilis-
ing advanced analytical and intelligence methodologies.  Multidisciplinary approaches are also 
employed to ensure the activities of individuals and groups involved in criminal enterprise are 
effectively targeted, including through the use of the Proceeds of Crime legislation, money-
laundering legislation, the provisions of the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act 2009 relating 
to organised crime and the powers of the Criminal Assets Bureau. 

At international level, An Garda Síochána utilises the available international mechanisms 
for police co-operation and training including CEPOL, Interpol, and Europol.  Garda Liaison 
Officers are based, on a full-time basis, in other EU Member States, including the Netherlands, 
France, United Kingdom, Spain and Portugal.  Garda Liaison Officers are also based at Europol. 

Additionally, An Garda Síochána continue to participate in joint and multidisciplinary and 
multi-jurisdictional investigations within the European Union and worldwide.  Successful in-
vestigations, prosecutions and disruptions of criminal activities have been and continue to be 
achieved through these parallel investigations.
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While we should not underestimate the difficulties which the Garda authorities face in tack-
ling organised crime activity, we continue to see the significant results of their efforts in the 
arrests made and persons being brought before the Courts, as well as the ongoing drugs and 
firearms seizures made.

17/04/2018WREE01300Crime Data

17/04/2018WREE01400593. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
crimes committed by prisoners while on bail in each of the past ten years to date; the number in 
respect of which more than one crime was committed while still on bail; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16701/18]

17/04/2018WREE01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, is responsible for the compilation and publica-
tion of the official recorded crime statistics, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit for 
this purpose.  I have asked the CSO to forward any available statistics in this regard directly to 
the Deputy.

17/04/2018WREE01600Prisoner Rehabilitation Programmes

17/04/2018WREE01700594. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prisoners who have not been given educational or rehabilitative training in any year in the past 
ten; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16702/18]

17/04/2018WREE01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that the Irish Prison Service provides a wide range of rehabilitative programmes to those 
in custody that include education, vocational training, healthcare, psychiatric, psychological, 
counselling, welfare and spiritual services.  These programmes can offer purposeful activity to 
those in custody while serving their sentences and encouraging them to lead law abiding lives 
on release.  These programmes are available in all prisons and all prisoners are eligible to use 
the services.  

On committal, all prisoners are interviewed by the Governor and are informed of the services 
available in the prison.  At this point prisoners may be referred to services or they can self-refer 
at a later date.  Where Governors consider, on the information available, that a prisoner needs 
a particular intervention they will initiate a referral.  The development of prisoner programmes 
forms a central part of the Irish Prison Service Three Year Strategic Plan 2016 - 2018.  There is 
a clear commitment in the Strategy to enhance sentence planning through Integrated Sentence 
Management and the delivery of prison based rehabilitative programmes.  As well as seeking 
to draw on best practice in adult and further education in the community, there has been a lot of 
curriculum development over the years that is specific to prison circumstances, such as courses 
on addiction, health issues and offending behaviour. 

The Department of Education and Skills provides an allocation of 220 whole-time teach-
er equivalents to the Prison Service through the Education and Training Boards (ETBs).  Educa-
tion in prisons is delivered in partnership between the ETBs and the Irish Prison Service with 
a focus on providing education which is quality assured, student centred and which facilitates 
lifelong learning.  The partnership endeavours to meet the needs of prisoners through helping 
them cope with their sentence, achieve personal development and prepare for life after release.  
A broad and flexible curriculum is provided which ranges from basic literacy classes and peer 
led tutoring to Open University.  There is an increasing focus on QQI accreditation as the modu-
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lar structure best meets the needs of individuals in prison.  On some occasions, prisoners may 
have to wait for a place to become available on an educational programme. 

Other areas where there has been significant progress in prison education are in physical ed-
ucation, in the provision for higher education, in the arts and in preparing prisoners for release 
and supporting their transition to life, and often to education, on the outside.  A top priority for 
the Irish Prison Service is ensuring help for those with reading and writing problems and peer 
mentoring programmes are currently active in all of our prisons.

The guiding principles which underpin the prisons’ work and training service are to make 
available, work, work-training and other purposeful activities to all those in custody.  Train-
ing activities are chosen to give as much variety as possible and also to give opportunities 
for those in prison to acquire practical skills which will help them secure employment on re-
lease.  Work Training Officers have been appointed and assigned to areas such as catering, 
laundry, industrial cleaning, industrial skills and gym.  The Irish Prison Service has also been 
expanding the number of accredited courses and opportunities available to prisoners in Work 
Training in recent years.  Enhanced partnership arrangements with accrediting bodies such as 
City and Guilds and the Guild of Cleaners and Launderers and the centralising of co-ordination 
and quality assurance arrangements have enabled us to extend the number of available courses 
and activities with certification. 

The manner in which records are collated does not allow us to provide statistics re those 
who do not engage with educational or rehabilitative training in any year in the past ten. 

However, from the records that are available I can inform the Deputy that 42.8% (1,626 per-
sons) of the prisoner population (3,797) participated in Education activities in week ending 2 
February 2018.

Similarly 23% (799 persons) of the average prison population engaged in vocational train-
ing in the month of January 2018.  

It should be noted that a prisoner may participate in more than one activity.

17/04/2018WREE01900Prisoner Data

17/04/2018WREE02000595. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
criminal gang members serving prison sentences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16703/18]

17/04/2018WREE02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by my of-
ficials in the Irish Prison Service that arising from a report compiled by them, there are cur-
rently 10 criminal groupings involving approximately 102 prisoners within the prison popula-
tion excluding the subversive groupings in Portlaoise Prison and that the situation is subject to 
continuous monitoring and assessment. 

Membership or allegiance of these criminal groups fluctuates on a continuous basis with 
some persons breaking links and others becoming affiliated on a daily basis.  It is also the case 
that prisoners will not always declare their affiliation to certain groupings and it is therefore not 
possible to provide definitive numbers in relation to the number of known members of criminal 
groupings currently in custody. 

The emergence in recent years of criminal groupings has had significant implications for the 
management of Irish Prisons.  Rivalries and feuds which develop on the outside continue inside 
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the prison.  Prison management must ensure that the various factions are kept apart, and as far 
as possible, that members of criminal groups do not have influence over other inmates in the 
prisons or criminal activities outside. 

The Irish Prison Service is committed to preventing identified members of criminal groups 
from conducting criminal activities while in custody and also to prevent them exerting inap-
propriate influence over other persons.  For example, the security initiatives undertaken by the 
Operational Support Group have made it more difficult for prisoners to engage in illegal activi-
ties while in prison.  These initiatives include the installation of airport style security including 
scanners and X-ray machines.  The core function of the Operational Support Group includes the 
gathering and collating of intelligence information on members of criminal groups in custody, 
carrying out intelligence led searches and preventing the flow of contraband, including mobile 
phones, into the prisons.

In addition, there is regular contact between the Irish Prison Service and An Garda Síochána 
to discuss security issues including the operation of criminal groupings.

17/04/2018WREE02200Garda Station Refurbishment

17/04/2018WREE02300596. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
and location of Garda stations deemed to be in need of an upgrade; the number of those likely 
to receive attention in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16704/18]

17/04/2018WREE02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The programme of re-
placement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is progressed by the Garda authorities 
working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works (OPW), which has the responsi-
bility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  This includes identifying 
and progressing any necessary remedial or refurbishment works required at individual stations.  
As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

The Garda Síochána Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016 – 2021 includes a num-
ber of projects which reflect the priorities of An Garda Síochána, including:

- a Public Private Partnership (PPP) project to deliver new Garda stations in key areas;

- major refurbishment of stations/facilities including facilities for meeting victims of crime;

- essential remedial works to existing stations; 

- development of Property and Exhibit Management Stores;

- upgrade of cells and provision of improved Custody Management Facilities.

Work is progressing with regard to the stations and facilities outlined in the Programme and 
will be progressed over the timeframe of the Programme, in conjunction with the OPW and 
other Government agencies as appropriate. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that to date in 2018, works relating to the provision 
of a dedicated custody facility at Henry Street Garda Station in Limerick have been completed 
and that Tralee Garda Station has been internally remodelled and new locker facilities have 
been provided.

In addition to the above, I understand that significant additions to the Garda estate are also 
in progress with a Divisional Headquarters at Kevin Street, Dublin due to open shortly and a 
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Regional and Divisional Headquarters at Murrough, Galway expected to open in summer 2018. 

In addition to the upgrades to existing facilities involved in the Building and Refurbishment 
Programme, I am informed by the Garda authorities that the OPW provides both planned and 
reactive maintenance to all Garda stations.  Planned maintenance includes general replacement 
programmes as well as both summer and winter maintenance plans.  The OPW advises that it is 
not possible to identify the number of Garda stations which will benefit from upgrades such as 
these during 2018 in the timeframe allowed.

In addition to the planned maintenance, Garda stations are included in the OPW Fabric 
Upgrade Programme, a rolling multi-annual programme, which provides capital upgrade work 
to Government owned properties nationwide.  Works have been approved for five Garda sta-
tions under this programme in 2018 including in Dungarvan, Monaghan, Naas, Belmullet, and 
Schull.

17/04/2018WREE02500Crime Data

17/04/2018WREE02600597. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent 
to which the various categories of crimes continue to be reported in all Garda divisions and 
districts in County Kildare; the degree to which resultant prosecutions continue to be filed and 
processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16705/18]

17/04/2018WREE02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, is responsible for 
the publication of the official recorded crime statistics.  The Deputy will be aware that the CSO 
recommenced its publication of crime statistics “under reservation” on 28 March 2018 and I 
have requested the CSO to contact the Deputy directly in relation to the information he has 
requested. 

The Deputy will also appreciate that the manner in which prosecutions are processed is 
solely a matter for the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) and I, as Minister, have no role in 
this regard. 

However, I am advised by the Garda authorities that An Garda Síochána continues to moni-
tor all new and emerging crime trends and distribute all Garda resources, including personnel, 
with regard to the overall policing needs of the country.  For its part, the Government remains 
committed to ensuring that An Garda Síochána has the necessary resources to tackle all forms 
of criminality in our State.  In this context, An Garda Síochána will undoubtedly benefit from 
the resources now coming on stream through the Garda recruitment programme, and in par-
ticular the Government’s vision of an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 
comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. 

So far this year 206 Garda trainees have attested and a further 600 trainees are scheduled to 
attest during the remainder of the year in June, September and November.  The overall Garda 
strength is on track to be 14,000 at year end - a net increase of approximately 500 on the end 
of 2017.

17/04/2018WREE02800Criminal Assets Bureau

17/04/2018WREE02900598. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the full extent 
of the scale and value of assets seized by the Criminal Assets Bureau, CAB, in the past five 
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years; if all such properties have been disposed of and the proceeds retained by the State; the 
status of such properties not yet disposed of in this context; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [16706/18]

17/04/2018WREE03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will know, 
the objectives and functions of the Criminal Assets Bureau are set out in sections 4 and 5 re-
spectively of the Criminal Assets Bureau Act 1996.  In summary, they require the Bureau to: 

(i) identify and investigate the proceeds of criminal conduct;

(ii) take action under the Proceeds of Crime Acts 1996-2016 to deny and deprive people 
of the benefit of assets that are the proceeds of criminal conduct by freezing, preserving and 
confiscating them;

(iii) take action under the Revenue Acts to ensure that the proceeds of criminal activity are 
subject to tax; and

 (iv) investigate and determine claims for or in respect of benefits under the Social Welfare 
(Consolidation) Act 1993.

The Proceeds of Crime Acts 1996 - 2016 provide the legal framework underpinning the 
Bureau’s powers to take all necessary actions, including the making of applications to the High 
Court, in relation to the seizing and securing of assets with a view to their disposal in due course 
in accordance with the provisions of that legislation. 

With regard to the specific information sought by the Deputy, I would point out that Section 
21 of the Criminal Assets Bureau Act 1996 requires the Bureau, through the Garda Commis-
sioner, to provide a report of its activities each year to the Minister for Justice and Equality who 
is then required to lay copies of the report before each House of the Oireachtas.  The Annual 
Reports, including the most recent one for 2016, are available in the Oireachtas Library and on 
the website of An Garda Síochána and my own Department.  The 2017 report is currently be-
ing prepared and will be submitted to my Department in the near future.  The published reports 
provide details of the actions taken by the Bureau under the Proceeds of Crime Act 1996 - 2016, 
including details in relation to the volume and value of assets seized and disposed of by the 
Bureau.

In order to mitigate any risk of harm to a property, the Deputy will appreciate that it would 
not be appropriate to be specific about individual properties which could be in the process of 
sale on behalf of the Bureau, or which have been purchased.

17/04/2018WREE03100Garda Deployment

17/04/2018WREE03200599. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
stationed in Whitehall Garda station at the time of its closure; the number of gardaí stationed in 
Santry and Ballymun Garda stations at that time; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[16711/18]

17/04/2018WREE03300600. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
servicing the area previously covered by Ballymun, Santry and Whitehall Garda stations; if 
these gardaí are exclusively operating from Ballymun Garda station; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [16712/18]

17/04/2018WREE03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
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tions Nos. 599 and 600 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the dis-
tribution of resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
the optimum use is made of these resources.

I have requested the specific information sought by the Deputy from the Commissioner and 
I will write to him directly on receipt of same.

17/04/2018WREE03600Departmental Reports

17/04/2018WREE03700601. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
the scoping exercise regarding a SAVI II report; the findings of the scoping group report which 
was due before Cabinet committee C on social policy and public services on 5 April 2018; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16713/18]

17/04/2018WREE03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A scoping group was es-
tablished to consider the availability of data and make recommendations on a study to identify 
the prevalence of sexual abuse and violence in Ireland today, and emerging trends.  The agreed 
terms of reference for the scoping group are available on my Department’s website.  They pro-
vide that the group will report to the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy within 3 months of 
the first meeting of the group.  The group first met on 5 January and was initially scheduled to 
report by 5 April.  The 3rd meeting of the Group had to be rescheduled due to Storm Emma.  
Following the final meeting of the group on 9 April the Group’s report is being finalised and 
the aim now is to have a report completed and submitted to me by 19 April.  On receipt of the 
report it will be considered by me and by Government.

17/04/2018WREE03900UN Conventions Ratification

17/04/2018WREE04000602. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the instrument 
of amalgamation with regard to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, UNCRPD, has been lodged; and the date on which the UNCRPD will come into 
force here.  [16757/18]

17/04/2018WREE04100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The instrument of ratification in relation to the UNCRPD was lodged with the UN on 20 March 
2018.  The date of entry into force for Ireland is 19 April 2018.

17/04/2018WREE04200Gangland Crime

17/04/2018WREE04300603. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which An Garda Síochána can engage with and offer support to local communities that have 
suffered or continue to suffer from the attention and influence of criminal gangs; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16785/18]

17/04/2018WREE04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána.  It provides a means of recog-
nising that every community - both urban and rural - has its own concerns and expectations. 
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I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that the Garda National Model of Community 
Policing plays a key part in responding to crime by taking into account and responding to local 
conditions and needs, including the tackling of criminal gangs.  Clear objectives are set, such 
as high visibility in the community, ease of contact by members of the public, and enhanced 
support for crime prevention strategies.  Community policing is not, of course, confined to 
dedicated community gardaí, all gardaí have a role to play in community policing in carrying 
out their duties.  In addition, the National Community Policing Office, attached to the Garda 
Community Relations Bureau, captures best practice in community policing initiatives and dis-
seminates these practices through its communication network. 

An Garda Síochána’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 places a strong 
emphasis on developing and supporting the community policing ethos of the organisation and 
enhancing the current delivery model so that gardaí spend more time in the community, gaining 
public confidence and trust and providing a greater sense of security. 

In terms of progress on this important initiative, I am informed by the Commissioner that a 
draft Community Policing Framework which outlines the manner in which Community Polic-
ing Teams and Community Safety Fora will be established has been completed and is subject 
to internal review before being approved by the Executive for implementation.  The Commis-
sioner anticipates that a number of Community Policing Teams will be established on a pilot 
basis this year.

Tackling criminal gangs remains a priority for this Government and in addition to an alloca-
tion of almost €100 million for Garda overtime to support anti-crime operations in 2018, the 
Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 also provides for significant resourcing of An Garda 
Síochána.  Some €46 million was allocated for investment in the Garda fleet to ensure that 
An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit for purpose fleet.  This is in addition to the 
investment of almost €30 million in the fleet in the period 2013 to 2015.  In total in the period 
2013 to end of 2017 almost €44 million will have been invested in the fleet with some 2,000 
vehicles coming on stream in that period.

Some €330 million, including €205 million under the Capital Plan, is being invested in 
Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 2021.  This major investment will allow An Garda 
Síochána to deploy the latest cutting edge technologies in the fight against crime and will fa-
cilitate progress on important reforms arising from the Garda Inspectorate’s report on Crime 
Investigation. 

Furthermore, the substantial increase in Garda numbers is tangible progress on achieving 
this Government’s vision of an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 compris-
ing 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.

Question No. 604 answered with Question No. 486.

17/04/2018WREE04600Skills Shortages

17/04/2018WREE04700605. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if the critical skills list will include the need for planners in view of the housing crisis; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14990/18]

17/04/2018WREE04800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): At 
present, ‘Town Planning Officers’ are not listed on the Highly Skilled Eligible Occupations 
List however applicants are eligible to submit an application for a General Employment Permit, 
subject to the usual criteria that apply to that permit type.
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The State’s general policy is to promote the sourcing of labour and skills needs from within 
the workforce of the State and other EEA states.  Where specific skills prove difficult to source 
within the State and wider EEA, an employment permit may be sought by an employer to hire 
a non-EEA national. 

It is imperative that the employment permits system remains correctly oriented to meet the 
State’s emerging labour market needs, be they labour or skills shortages.  My Department is 
currently undertaking a review of our economic migration policy to ensure that it is supportive 
of the State’s labour market needs.  An Interdepartmental Group is in place to steer the review 
with the principle objective to consider the policy rationale for the employment permit system 
where the economy is improving and the labour market is tightening.  The review process 
includes a public consultation phase with participation from all sectors and interested parties.  
The timeframe for submission of the report is by end of June 2018.  

 The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government is participating on this In-
terdepartmental Group reviewing the employment permits regime and housing related employ-
ments are being considered in that context.    

17/04/2018WRFF00200Work Permits Applications Data

17/04/2018WRFF00300606. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of applications for employment permits by persons at a centre (details supplied) made 
since the Supreme Court ruling granting asylum seekers the right to work; and the number of 
these applications that have been successful. [14998/18]

17/04/2018WRFF00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): From 
February 9th 2018, when section 16(3)(b) International Protection Act 2015 was struck down 
by the Supreme Court, until the date of entry into force of the EU (recast) Reception Conditions 
Directive, any eligible international protection applicants can access the employment permit 
system on the same basis as other non-EEA nationals. The opt-in process, involving formal 
discussions with the European Commission to ensure compliance with each aspect of the Direc-
tive, is expected to take four months to complete. The interim arrangements for the short period 
prior to the opt-in enables those seeking international protection to access the labour market 
through the Employment Permit Acts.  

To date no applications for an employment permit have been received by my Department 
from International Protection applicants from the Mosney Direct Provision Centre in Co Meath.

17/04/2018WRFF00500Consultancy Contracts Data

17/04/2018WRFF00600607. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount of expenditure on consultancy by her Department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the 
number of consultants engaged by her Department in those years; the names of the consultancy 
companies awarded contracts; and the steps that have been taken to reduce the expenditure on 
consultancy and the reliance on consultants by her Department in these years and for the future. 
[15196/18]

17/04/2018WRFF00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department considers hiring external consultants in cases where there is not the necessary ex-
pertise to deliver the project in-house, in cases where an external assessment is deemed es-
sential, or in cases where a project must be completed within a short time scale, and although 
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the expertise or experience may be available in-house, performing the task would involve a 
prohibitive opportunity cost.

In each particular case, criteria specific to the project are used in selecting an outside agency 
or consultancy, including cost and value for money. Contracts are awarded based on the most 
economically advantageous tender (specifying, in addition to price, various other criteria in-
cluding running costs, servicing costs, servicing costs, level of after sales service, technical 
assistance, technical merit, environmental characteristics).

My Department complies with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s guide-
lines for engagements of consultants by the civil service, having regard to public procurement 
guidelines.

In 2015, my Department spent €1,009,146 on external consultancy, and 17 companies were 
engaged: Indecon; Spectrum Logistics; Insight Statistical Consulting; Fitzpatrick Associates; 
Ernst and Young; Technopolis; CM International; The Economic and Social Research Institute; 
Byrne O’Clerigh Consulting; Trigraph; Capita Business Services; the University of Limerick; 
Mason, Hayes and Curran; Circa Group; Planet 21 Communications; Ward Solutions; Version 
1 Software.

In 2016 my Department spent €496,871 on external consultancy, and 13 companies were 
engaged: Alan R Nuzum and Associates; Insight Statistical Consulting; the Economic and So-
cial Research Institute; Indecon; PA Consulting; Technopolis; Trigraph; GPS Ltd; Chartered 
Institute of Internal Auditors; Capita Business Services; Sabeo; Ward Solutions; Storm Tech-
nology Ltd.

In 2017 my Department spent €1,133,297 on external consultancy and 18 companies were 
engaged: Alan R Nuzum and Associates; Indecon; Insight Statistical Consulting; Z-Punkt; PA 
Consulting; Technopolis; Research Matters Ltd; Behaviour and Attitudes; ASM Chartered Ac-
countants; the Economic and Social Research Institute; Ward Solutions; Version 1 Software; 
Copenhagen Economics; Deloitte; IDC UK; KPMG; IFM Education; Prospectus.

17/04/2018WRFF00800Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement Funding

17/04/2018WRFF00900608. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if her Department has been requested by the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforce-
ment for extra resources in 2017 or 2018; if so, the detail of the resources; and if they will be 
provided. [15298/18]

17/04/2018WRFF01000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement (ODCE) has not asked my Department to pro-
vide extra financial or staff resources in 2017 and 2018.  However, over recent years, a number 
of senior-level vacancies have arisen within the ODCE through a combination of retirement, 
promotion and transfer to other parts of the public service. In that context, the skill sets, com-
petencies, roles and responsibilities associated with each of those posts have been reviewed and 
reconfigured by the Director to better reflect the organisation’s current needs.

17/04/2018WRFF01100Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement Expenditure

17/04/2018WRFF01200609. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement is allowed to use unspent moneys 
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set aside for legal fees for other purposes such as hiring additional staff. [15299/18]

17/04/2018WRFF01300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
terms of staffing resource management, the Department operates under a delegated sanction 
from the Department of Public Service and Reform. The terms of the delegated sanction require 
the Department to deliver its programmes and services within its allocated pay budget. It is not 
open, therefore, for the Department to unilaterally use non-pay money such as the money pro-
vided for legal costs to supplement its pay budget.

The pay allocation provided to the ODCE in 2017 was €2.838m whereas the actual expen-
diture incurred on pay last year was €1.976m.  

Over recent years, a number of senior-level vacancies have arisen within the ODCE through 
a combination of retirement, promotion and transfer to other parts of the public service. In that 
context, the skill sets, competencies, roles and responsibilities associated with each of those 
posts have been reviewed and reconfigured by the Director to better reflect the organisation’s 
current needs.

The number of Department staff currently in place in the ODCE is 36.  In addition, the num-
ber of Gardaí assigned to the ODCE is 7.

The Department is currently engaging with the Public Appointments Service to fill, through 
open competition, two Forensic Accountant positions as well as two Enforcement Lawyers. At 
present, there are no requests for additional staffing from the ODCE.

Whilst the Office, along with a number of other State organisations, faces challenges in the 
recruitment of highly qualified professional staff, particularly in the current buoyant labour 
market, I am satisfied that it has sufficient pay monies.  

Accordingly, the question of supplementing the ODCE’s pay allocation from non-pay mon-
ies does not arise.  

17/04/2018WRFF01400Work Permits Applications

17/04/2018WRFF01500610. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion further to Parliamentary Question No. 321 of 27 March 2018, the status of a work per-
mit in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15323/18]

17/04/2018WRFF01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Sec-
tion 13(1) of the Employment Permits Act 2006 states that a request for a review of a decision 
to refuse to grant an employment permit must be submitted by the applicant within 28 days of 
the date of a decision not to grant it.

In the application you refer to, the applicant was the employer, not the employee. As the 
decision to refuse to grant this employment permit was made on 8 February 2018, the applicant 
- the employer - had until 8 March 2018 to submit a request for a review.

On 27 February 2018, the Employment Permits Section received correspondence from the 
employee for whom the employment permit had been applied requesting a review of the deci-
sion. In response, on 27 February 2018, the Employment Permits Section replied to the non-
national, clearly explaining for a second time that such a request could only be submitted by the 
applicant - the employer.
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However, as no such request was received from the applicant within this timeframe, this 
application is now closed. 

Please note that a refusal to grant an employment permit does not preclude the submission 
of another application for an employment permit.

17/04/2018WRFF01700Legislative Measures

17/04/2018WRFF01800611. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of legislative measures both enacted and published by her Department that originat-
ed in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular 
form; the details of each legislative measure in the corresponding year; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15341/18]

17/04/2018WRFF01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has not enacted or published any legislation which originated in work carried out 
by the Law Reform Commission in any of the last ten years.

17/04/2018WRFF02000Enterprise Ireland Data

17/04/2018WRFF02100612. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of companies supported by Enterprise Ireland in County Donegal in each of the 
years 2000 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [15941/18]

17/04/2018WRFF02200613. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of jobs at Enterprise Ireland supported companies in County Donegal in each 
of the years 2000 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [15942/18]

17/04/2018WRFF02300614. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the list of companies and number of employees at each individual company supported by 
Enterprise Ireland in County Donegal in each of the years 2000 to 2017 and to date in 2018. 
[15943/18]

17/04/2018WRFF02400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 612 to 614, inclusive, together.

Reflecting the strength of the Irish economy and of global markets in 2017, Enterprise 
Ireland client companies have reported strong employment performance. Enterprise Ireland’s 
2017 employment survey reported:

- the highest employment in the history of the agency with 209,338 people employed in 
Enterprise Ireland supported companies;

- the highest net job creation in the history of the agency which saw 10,309 new jobs created 
after loses are taken into account;

- the lowest number of job losses since 1998; and

- employment growth across all regions, counties and sectors.

In 2017, 3,552 people were employed in Enterprise Ireland supported companies in Done-
gal. In the period 2015 - 2017 Enterprise Ireland paid €4 million to client companies in Donegal 
to support companies innovative, improve competitiveness and to diversify their global foot-
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print.   

The North East/North West Action Plan for Jobs aims to support the creation of 28,000 jobs 
across Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal, Cavan, Monaghan and Louth by 2020. Sectors targeted as part 
of the plan include traditionally strong sectors for the region like Agri-food, Manufacturing/
Engineering and Tourism as well as Internationally Traded Services, Cleantech and the Creative 
Sector.   

Table 1 presents employment in Enterprise Ireland supported companies across the period 
2001 – 2017. 

Table 2 presents the number of plants in Donegal supported by Enterprise Ireland across the 
period 2001 – 2017.

Please note that:

- Employment data for 2000 is not available. 

- For business confidentiality reasons, Enterprise Ireland is not in a position to release em-
ployment figures at a company level.

- Enterprise Ireland collects employment figures annually via the Annual Employment Sur-
vey. Therefore, year to date employment figures for 2018 are not available.

Table 1: Employment in Enterprise Ireland supported companies in Donegal across the pe-
riod 2001 – 2017

County Donegal
Year Total Jobs
2001 4581
2002 4486
2003 3932
2004 3761
2005 3744
2006 3817
2007 3949
2008 3719
2009 3374
2010 3353
2011 3518
2012 3361
2013 3342
2014 3302
2015 3567
2016 3581
2017 3552
Source of data: Annual Employment Survey 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005,2006, 

2007,2008,2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017.

Table 2: Number of plants in Donegal supported by Enterprise Ireland across the period 
2001 – 2017.
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County Donegal
AES data No. of Plants
2001 194
2002 197
2003 192
2004 189
2005 193
2006 192
2007 197
2008 184
2009 188
2010 182
2011 181
2012 180
2013 165
2014 144
2015 142
2016 139
2017 125
Source of data: Annual Employment Survey 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005,2006, 

2007,2008,2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017.

17/04/2018WRFF02700IDA Ireland Site Visits

17/04/2018WRFF02800615. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of individual site visits in County Donegal organised by the IDA for potential 
investors in each of the years 2000 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [15944/18]

17/04/2018WRFF02900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): IDA 
Ireland continues to highlight the benefits of expanding or locating in Donegal to its client base. 
It is important to remember, however, that the final decision as to where to invest always rests 
with the company concerned. It is also the case that site visit activity does not necessarily reflect 
investment potential, as at least 70% of all new FDI comes from existing IDA Ireland client 
companies.  

Site visits nevertheless do represent an important tool through which investors can be en-
couraged to invest in regional areas - whether to Donegal or elsewhere - and the IDA always 
does its utmost to ensure that investors consider all potential locations when visiting Ireland. 

The following table sets out details on the number of IDA Ireland site visits to County Done-
gal from 2003 to 2017. Data on site visits before 2003 is not available. Figures for Quarter 1 
2018 will be compiled by the end of April.

Table of Site Visits to Donegal from 2003 to 2017

Year Number   of Site Visits 
2003 3
2004 16
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Year Number   of Site Visits 
2005 4
2006 9
2007 3
2008 3
2009 3
2010 4
2011 2
2012 1
2013 7
2014 6
2015 5
2016 7
2017 2

17/04/2018WRFF03000Financial Services Regulation

17/04/2018WRFF03100616. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion her views on the regulation of personal contract plans for car purchase finance; the role of 
the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission in this regard; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15947/18]

17/04/2018WRFF03200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
welcome the publication by the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) 
of its report into the personal contract plan car finance market (PCPs). The report was the first 
comprehensive study of the PCP market in the State. I am also aware that the Central Bank 
published “An overview of the Irish PCP Market” in recent weeks.

The CCPC’s report made a number of recommendations including to the Department of Fi-
nance and the Central Bank. These include a call for PCP agreements to be brought within the 
scope of the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code, thus mirroring the protections afforded 
to consumers when they take out other forms of credit. I understand that the recommendations 
are currently under consideration by the Department of Finance and the Central Bank.

17/04/2018WRFF03300Business Regulation

17/04/2018WRFF03400617. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the requirements relating to the publication of accounts in respect of Irish operations by suppli-
ers of energy to domestic and business consumers. [16063/18]

17/04/2018WRFF03500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
requirements regarding the preparation and publication of the financial statements of limited 
companies and groups are provided for by the EU Accounting Directive (2013/34/EU) and by 
the EU Regulation 1606/2002 and the International Financial Reporting Standards adopted by 
the EU under the provisions of that Regulation. These requirements are largely given effect in 
Irish law in the Companies Act 2014, mainly in Part 6 of that Act.  The requirements concerning 
the financial statements of unlimited companies are governed by national legislation, which is 
also provided for in the Companies Act 2014. 
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The requirements for publication of financial statements are of general application and are 
not determined on the basis of the sector in which a company or group operates. Rather the 
requirements are determined according to factors such as where a company or its parent is reg-
istered, for example, within the EEA or outside of the EEA; and the corporate form of the Irish 
business, for example a branch or a subsidiary of another company or group. 

Irish subsidiaries of companies incorporated in the EEA, may submit the audited group 
accounts of their parent to the Companies Registration Office (the CRO) instead of their own 
individual accounts provided that certain conditions are met. 

An Irish company that is a subsidiary of another company while itself being the holding 
company of yet other companies is exempt from the requirement to prepare consolidated ac-
counts where it and the group of which it is the holding company are included in the consoli-
dated accounts of the larger group and other specified conditions are met. The conditions vary 
depending on whether the holding company of the larger group is incorporated in an EEA state 
or in a country outside of the EEA. 

There are specific requirements where a company incorporated outside the State operates 
in Ireland through a branch, as distinct from a subsidiary. These are contained in Part 27 of the 
Companies Act 2014, “External Companies”, and are largely based on EU requirements. The 
company incorporated outside of the State must file its own accounts, not those of the branch, 
with the CRO. The exception to this is where the company is incorporated in a country outside 
of the EEA and that country does not require the company to prepare and publish its accounts. 
In those situations, the accounts of the Irish branch must be prepared and filed in the CRO.

17/04/2018WRFF03600Work Permits Applications

17/04/2018WRFF03700618. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the status of an application for a work permit by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16259/18]

17/04/2018WRFF03800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): An 
application for a General Employment Permit for the person concerned was received on 5th 
April 2018. The Employment Permits Section of my Department is currently processing stan-
dard applications received on 7th February 2018 and this application should be processed with-
in the next eight weeks.

17/04/2018WRFF03900Work Permits Eligibility

17/04/2018WRFF04000619. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the options open to an American citizen (details supplied) to live and work here on a full-
time basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16366/18]

17/04/2018WRFF04100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
order to work in Ireland a non-EEA National, unless they are exempted, must hold a valid 
Employment Permit. The Employment Permits Section of my Department administers the Em-
ployment Permits system.  All applications for employment permits are processed in line with 
the Employment Permits Acts and associated Regulations which lay down in legislation the 
criteria in relation to the application, grant and refusal of an employment permit.

To be eligible to apply for an employment permit a non-EEA national must have a valid job 
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offer from an Irish registered employer.

Details on how to apply for an employment permit are available on our website at the fol-
lowing link -https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Workplace-and-Skills/Employment-Permits/

My officials have produced a comprehensive Frequently Asked Question document cover-
ing all aspects of the Employment Permits regime which is available here -https://dbei.gov.
ie/en/What-We-Do/Workplace-and-Skills/Employment-Permits/FAQs/Employment-Permits-
FAQs-2018.pdf

My colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, has responsibility for issuing immigra-
tion permissions and visas.

17/04/2018WRFF04200IDA Ireland Site Visits

17/04/2018WRFF04300620. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of IDA-sponsored site visits to County Louth in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and 
to date in 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16394/18]

17/04/2018WRFF04400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): IDA 
Ireland is committed to increasing foreign direct investment (FDI) in every region of the coun-
try by 30%-40% by the end of its current strategy in 2019. Site visits do represent an important 
tool through which investors can be encouraged to invest in areas such as Louth and the IDA 
always does its utmost to ensure that overseas firms consider all potential locations when visit-
ing Ireland. It is important to remember, however, that the final decision as to where to invest 
always rests with the company concerned. It is also the case that site visit activity does not nec-
essarily reflect investment potential, as at least 70% of all new FDI comes from existing IDA 
client companies.  

The following table sets out details on the number of IDA Ireland site visits to County Louth 
from 2014 to 2017. Figures for Quarter 1 2018 will be available by the end of April.

County 2014 2015 2016 2017
Louth 10 20 24 22

17/04/2018WRFF04500Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRFF04600621. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of clerical officers and clerical assistants in her Department on temporary contracts 
by years of service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil Service 
when they have served a fixed period of time; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16423/18]

17/04/2018WRFF04700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): There 
are currently no clerical officers serving in my Department on a temporary contract.  While 
temporary vacancies at clerical officer level may arise at various times and for various reasons, 
requests to fill these vacancies are undertaken through the Public Appointments Service (PAS).  
PAS, acts as the centralised recruitment assessment and selection body for my Department.

My Department has not recruited any Clerical Assistants since the amalgamation, in 1997, 
of the Clerical Officer, Clerical Assistant and Paperkeeper grades into a common clerical grade 
with a single set of duties.
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17/04/2018WRFF04800Work Permits Data

17/04/2018WRFF04900622. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of general employment permits in circulation among non-EU or European Economic 
Area citizens; and the number being used specifically by citizens of the United States of Amer-
ica. [16509/18]

17/04/2018WRFF05000623. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of critical skills employment permits in circulation among non-EU or European Eco-
nomic Area citizens; the number being used specifically by citizens of the United States of 
America. [16510/18]

17/04/2018WRFF05100624. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of dependent, partner and spouse employment permits in circulation among non-EU 
or European Economic Area citizens; and the number being used specifically by citizens of the 
United States of America. [16511/18]

17/04/2018WRFF05200625. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of reactivation permits in circulation among non-EU or European Economic Area cit-
izens; and the number being used specifically by citizens of the United States of America. 
[16512/18]

17/04/2018WRFF05300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 622 to 625, inclusive, together.

With the commencement of the Employment Permits (Amendment) Act 2014, nine differ-
ent types of employment permits were introduced to facilitate various different employment 
permit scenarios from addressing specifically key skill shortages to temporary labour shortages, 
sporting and cultural occupations and exchanges for education purposes.

The Critical Skills Employment Permit and the General Employment Permit were intro-
duced on foot of the Employment Permits (Amendment) Act 2014.  

The specific information requested by the Deputy regarding the different types of employ-
ment permits is as follows:

Permit Type Number in Circulation Number held by Persons 
with US Nationality

Critical Skills Employment 
Permit

8,741 558

General Employment Per-
mits

4,890 237

Dependent, Partner and 
Spouse Employment Permits

749 27

Reactivation Employment 
Permits

73 1

17/04/2018WRGG00500Work Permits Eligibility

17/04/2018WRGG00600626. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the status of the review of eligibility for employment permits (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [16590/18]
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17/04/2018WRGG00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ire-
land operates a managed employment permits system which maximises the benefits of eco-
nomic migration while minimising the risk of disrupting the domestic labour market.  In order 
to ensure that the system is responsive to the changes in economic circumstances and labour 
market conditions, the Highly Skilled Eligible Occupations List (HSEOL) and the Ineligible 
Categories of Employment List (ICEL) for employment permit purposes are reviewed on a 
twice yearly basis. 

Following a review of the Highly Skilled and Ineligible lists of Employment earlier this 
year certain chef grades were removed from the ineligible occupation list.  This means that if an 
employer is unsuccessful in filling a vacancy either domestically or from across the European 
Economic Area (EEA) it can be filled by a suitably qualified non-EEA national. 

The removal of certain chef grades from the ineligible lists will ensure that there is a mecha-
nism to address the shortage of qualified chefs in the short-term.  A quota of 610 permits has 
been applied to ensure that in the longer term the demand for chefs is met from a steady sup-
ply in the Irish labour market and to that end work is underway to increase the supply of chefs 
through training initiatives such as the development of a new Commis Chef Apprenticeship and 
a Chef de Partie Apprenticeship.

In addition, a number of employments in animation were added to the highly skilled list.  
Irish animation industry has emerged as a central component of Ireland’s digital and creative 
economy.  However, the lack of available experienced highly skilled animation professionals 
limits the sector’s continued growth and expansion.  

It is also imperative that the employment permits system remains correctly oriented to meet 
the State’s emerging labour market needs, be they labour or skills shortages.  Consequently, my 
Department is undertaking a review of our economic migration policy.  An Inter Departmental 
Group to steer the review has been established with a report expected by the end of June 2018.

17/04/2018WRGG00800Job Creation

17/04/2018WRGG00900627. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of the start-up and job creation in Newcastle West, County Limerick, by a company 
(details supplied) as announced previously; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16607/18]

17/04/2018WRGG01000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ortec 
Inc., a biomaterial and polymer technology company serving the life sciences industry, previ-
ously announced plans to establish a facility in Newcastle West, Co. Limerick.  The investment, 
once in place, will lead to the creation of up to 110 skilled engineering and science jobs in the 
region.

The IDA is in regular contact with the Ortec Inc. about its investment plans.  I understand 
that the company has confirmed that it remains fully committed to the establishment of the 
facility in Limerick and it is working closely with stakeholders locally to progress the project.

17/04/2018WRGG01100IDA Ireland Site Visits

17/04/2018WRGG01200628. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of IDA supported site visits made to date 2018, by county in tabular form; and if she 
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will make a statement on the matter. [16645/18]

17/04/2018WRGG01300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
IDA collates data on the number of site visits on a quarterly basis.  Information on site visits for 
the first quarter of 2018 will be available within the coming weeks.

17/04/2018WRGG01400Enterprise Ireland Data

17/04/2018WRGG01500629. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of companies that have availed of Enterprise Ireland lean business supports which 
aim to strengthen the competitiveness and export potential of firms, by county in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16646/18]

17/04/2018WRGG01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Com-
petitiveness has always been a strategic imperative for the Enterprise Ireland (EI) client base 
given the small and open nature of the Irish economy and their resulting need to internationalise 
at an early stage.  Enterprise Ireland’s clients must continually innovate and evolve in order to 
keep pace with macroeconomic and technological changes and successfully compete and win 
sales in global markets.  Following from the Brexit vote, the business environment which Enter-
prise Ireland’s clients are operating in contains new uncertainties, including a volatile exchange 
rate.  Immediate and ongoing action is required to strengthen the competitiveness of clients and 
to reposition the Irish exporting sector for future growth.   

The Lean Programme is a response offered to Enterprise Ireland clients in an effort to sup-
port their competitiveness building activities.  The Lean programme trains management and 
staff in client companies to improve their capability and capacity to improve their operations.  
The offer is targeted to address all areas of operations from design through production to deliv-
ery and logistics.  Client projects have improved operational performance across the key areas 
of their business and across all the key sectors represented by Enterprise Ireland clients. 

The supported activities relate to the training of management and staff and include formal 
training activities, best practice study activities, network engagement with other like-mind-
ed companies who are challenging to improve their competitiveness.  Training is delivered 
by trainers who are registered on the Enterprise Ireland Directory of Lean Service Providers.  
Trainers have to meet defined criteria before they are registered on the Directory.

The IDA and Údarás na Gaeltachta have adopted the Lean Programme to support their cli-
ents on their competitiveness improvement journeys.  In addition, the LEO offices have adopted 
a Lean Start offer for their clients.  Both Teagasc and Bord Bia are now engaging with the EI 
developed Lean approach.  Initial pilots in the Horticultural (Mushroom) and protein produc-
tion (Pig) areas are underway.    

The following table shows the number of companies that have availed of Enterprise Ireland 
lean business supports by county. 

County No of Companies
Carlow 15
 Cavan 19
 Clare 16
 Cork 58
 Donegal 18
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County No of Companies
 Dublin 137
 Galway 35
 Kerry 8
 Kildare 29
 Kilkenny 9
 Laois 8
 Leitrim 5
 Limerick 20
 Longford 7
 Louth 22
 Mayo 16
 Meath 26
 Monaghan 22
 Offaly 17
 Roscommon 5&lt;
 Sligo 6
 Tipperary North 8
 Tipperary South 6
 Waterford 13
 Westmeath 16
 Wexford 20
 Wicklow 14
 Grand Total 574
Source: Report excludes infrastructural clients, recipients of Employment Subsidy Schemes 

I and II, Community Enterprise Centres and Shannon Free Zone transfer companies, and In-
novation Partnerships & Innovation Vouchers [formerly reported on MIS] and list of Lean 
Transform approvals which have been paid.

17/04/2018WRGG01700Motorised Transport Grant

17/04/2018WRGG01800630. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health when the motorised transport 
grant will recommence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14982/18]

17/04/2018WRGG01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013.  Since the closure of the Mobility Allowance, 
the Government has directed that the Health Service Executive should continue to pay an equiv-
alent monthly payment of up to €208.50 per month to the 4,133 people in receipt of the Mobility 
Allowance, on an interim basis, pending the establishment of a new Transport Support Scheme.

The Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new Transport 
Support Scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health.  The Programme for a Partnership Government acknowledges the ongoing drafting of 
primary legislation for a new Transport Support Scheme to assist those with a disability to meet 
their mobility costs.  The Health (Transport Support) Bill is on the list of priority legislation for 
publication in the Spring/Summer session 2018. I can confirm that work on the policy proposals 
for the new Scheme is at an advanced stage.  The proposals seek to ensure that: 



17 April 2018

339

-  There is a firm statutory basis to the Scheme’s operation;

-  There is transparency and equity in the eligibility criteria attaching to the Scheme;

-  Resources are targeted at those with greatest needs; and

-  The Scheme is capable of being costed and is affordable on its introduction and on an 
ongoing basis.

It is hoped to bring a General Scheme and Heads of Bill to Government shortly, seeking 
Government approval to the drafting of the Bill for the new Transport Support Payment.

With regard to the Motorised Transport Grant, this scheme operated as a means-tested grant 
to assist persons with severe disabilities with the purchase or adaptation of a car, where that car 
was essential to retain employment.  The maximum Motorised Transport Grant, which was pay-
able once in any three-year period, was €5,020.  Following closure of the scheme in February 
2013, no further Motorised Transport Grants have been payable.

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for Fi-
nance.  Specifically adapted vehicles driven by disabled persons are also exempt from payment 
of tolls on national toll roads and toll bridges.  Transport Infrastructure Ireland has responsibil-
ity for this particular Scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices.  Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.

17/04/2018WRGG02000Food Labelling

17/04/2018WRGG02100631. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if Ireland is confined to only EU 
regulations on nutritional labelling or if there is scope for member states to introduce further 
minimum standards in respect of nutrition labelling on food products. [15441/18]

17/04/2018WRGG02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Regulation (EU) No. 1169/2011 on the pro-
vision of food information to consumers (FIC) is the main regulation governing the labelling of 
foods.  It introduced a mandatory requirement in December 2015 for the provision of nutrition 
labelling on pre-packaged foods.  The mandatory information requires a declaration of the en-
ergy value, and the amounts of fat, saturates, carbohydrate, sugars, protein and salt.  The content 
of the mandatory nutrition declaration may be supplemented with an indication of the amounts 
of one or more of (a) Monounsaturates; (b) Polyunsaturates; (c) Polyols; (d) Starch; (e) Fibre; 
(f) Any of the vitamins or minerals listed in point 1 of Part A of Annex XIII to FIC, and present 
in significant amounts as defined in point 2 of Part A of Annex XIII to FIC.

The Regulation sets out the manner in which these nutrients must be presented.

In addition to the mandatory particulars, including nutrition information referred to in FIC 
[Article 9(1) and in Article 10], Member States may, under Article 39 and in accordance with 
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the procedure laid down in FIC [Article 45 - notification procedure], adopt measures requiring 
additional mandatory particulars for specific types or categories of foods, justified on grounds 
of at least one of the following:

(a) The protection of public health;

(b) The protection of consumers;

(c) The prevention of fraud;

(d) The protection of industrial and commercial property rights, indications of provenance, 
registered designations of origin and the prevention of unfair competition.

17/04/2018WRGG02300Services for People with Disabilities

17/04/2018WRGG02400632. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of students in pre-
school facilities, primary level and second level, respectively, who are awaiting an assessment 
of need in each county in tabular form; the engagement he has held with other officials on 
reducing the backlog; and his plans to amend legislation underpinning the length of time guar-
anteed for an assessment of need. [15589/18]

17/04/2018WRGG02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRGG02600Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRGG02700633. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15650/18]

17/04/2018WRGG02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.   

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.  

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRGG02900Health Services Staff Remuneration

17/04/2018WRGG03000634. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the status of the reversal 
of the Haddington Road agreement under the financial emergency measures (details supplied). 
[15658/18]

17/04/2018WRGG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Public Service Stability Agreement 
2018 to 2020 is an extension of the Lansdowne Road Agreement and applies for the period 1 
January 2018 to 31 December 2020.  Provisions of the Lansdowne Road Agreement (and earlier 
agreements as appropriate) continue to apply, save where varied by this agreement.   

Within this agreement, it has been provided that an opportunity shall be offered to public 
health service employees to permanently revert to pre-Haddington Road Agreement (HRA) 
hours.  Any individuals exercising this option will have their pay reduced commensurately.  
The application at sectoral level depends on service delivery requirements and business needs.  
Management are obliged to give due consideration to each application on its own merits, having 
regard to service exigencies.  Public health service employees have an opportunity until 1 May 
2018 to apply to permanently revert to pre HRA hours.

17/04/2018WRGG03200Motorised Transport Grant

17/04/2018WRGG03300635. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Health if a motorised vehicle grant for 
persons with disabilities which was discontinued a number of years ago will be reintroduced; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16415/18]

17/04/2018WRGG03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013.  Since the closure of the Mobility Allowance, 
the Government has directed that the Health Service Executive should continue to pay an equiv-
alent monthly payment of up to €208.50 per month to the 4,133 people in receipt of the Mobility 
Allowance, on an interim basis, pending the establishment of a new Transport Support Scheme.

The Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new Transport 
Support Scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health.  The Programme for a Partnership Government acknowledges the ongoing drafting of 
primary legislation for a new Transport Support Scheme to assist those with a disability to meet 
their mobility costs.  The Health (Transport Support) Bill is on the list of priority legislation for 
publication in the Spring/Summer session 2018.  I can confirm that work on the policy propos-
als for the new Scheme is at an advanced stage.  The proposals seek to ensure that: 

- There is a firm statutory basis to the Scheme’s operation;

- There is transparency and equity in the eligibility criteria attaching to the Scheme;

- Resources are targeted at those with greatest needs; and

- The Scheme is capable of being costed and is affordable on its introduction and on an 
ongoing basis.

It is hoped to bring a General Scheme and Heads of Bill to Government shortly, seeking 
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Government approval to the drafting of the Bill for the new Transport Support Payment.

With regard to the Motorised Transport Grant, this scheme operated as a means-tested grant 
to assist persons with severe disabilities with the purchase or adaptation of a car, where that car 
was essential to retain employment.  The maximum Motorised Transport Grant, which was pay-
able once in any three-year period, was €5,020.  Following closure of the scheme in February 
2013,  no further Motorised Transport Grants have been payable.

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for Fi-
nance.  Specifically adapted vehicles driven by disabled persons are also exempt from payment 
of tolls on national toll roads and toll bridges.  Transport Infrastructure Ireland has responsibil-
ity for this particular Scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to per-
sons with disabilities in the State and on-going work being carried out by Government Depart-
ments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport services.  
Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of pub-
lic transport for people with a disability.

17/04/2018WRGG03500Health Services Staff

17/04/2018WRGG03600636. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of psychothera-
pists employed on full-time permanent contracts by the HSE nationally; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14944/18]

17/04/2018WRGG03700637. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the numbers of psychothera-
pists employed by the HSE on rolling or yearly contracts nationally; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14945/18]

17/04/2018WRGG03800638. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to create full-time 
permanent positions for the psychotherapists employed on rolling or yearly contracts; the loca-
tions in which these positions will be offered by county in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [14946/18]

17/04/2018WRGG03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 636 to 638, 
inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly on these matters.

17/04/2018WRGG04200Nursing Homes Support Scheme

17/04/2018WRGG04300639. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the large discrepancies in fees payable to the HSE and private nursing homes under the fair 
deal scheme in County Wexford; when the findings of the review of the pricing system for long-
term residential care facilities will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14953/18]

17/04/2018WRGG04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
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Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

The Report of the NHSS Review published in 2015 identified a number of issues for more 
detailed consideration, including a review of pricing mechanism by the NTPF, with a view to:

- Ensuring value for money and economy, with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and the State and administrative burden for providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism so that existing and potential inves-
tors can make as informed decisions as possible; and

- Ensuring that there is adequate residential capacity for those residents with more complex 
needs.   

A Steering Committee has been established to oversee this review which is chaired by the 
NTPF and includes representatives from my Department and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform.  The NTPF has responsibility for the development of this report, although 
Department Officials continue to engage with the NTPF regarding the review.  The most recent 
update from the NTPF is that the report will be finalised and ready for review in the first half 
of 2018.

In relation to variations in the cost of care for public and private nursing homes it is ac-
knowledged that public nursing homes have, in general, a higher cost of care.  It is understood 
that a number of factors contribute to this such as higher dependency levels of clients requiring 
a higher staff skill mix, environmental implications for staffing levels and the geographical 
provision of residential placements.

That said, there is a need to undertake a deeper analysis of the factors driving the higher 
costs of care in public units.  This is why the 2015 Review of the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme also identified the need for a Value for Money and Policy (VFM) review of the cost dif-
ferentials in public and private/voluntary residential facilities.  My Department will be working 
on this VFM throughout the year. 

17/04/2018WRHH00200Hospital Equipment

17/04/2018WRHH00300640. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if each of the 12 hospitals which had 
the a fetal monitor (details supplied) in use will be reviewed individually to ascertain if safety 
was compromised at units over the past nine years; and if so, the details of same [14956/18]

17/04/2018WRHH00400641. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if documentary evidence is avail-
able in each of the years 2009 to 2017 and to date in 2018 in the12 hospitals which had a fetal 
monitor in use; if procedures (details supplied) were carried out; and if so, the details of same 
[14957/18]

17/04/2018WRHH00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 640 and 
641 together.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention 
and direct reply to the Deputy.
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My Department was advised on the 26th January 2018 of a matter related to an Avalon fetal 
monitors.  The HSE as a precautionary measure established a Risk Assessment Team to deter-
mine if the Avalon monitor posed a clinical risk in excess of other equivalent medical devices 
in use in the Irish market.  

My Department has been advised that the Risk Assessment Team has concluded its exami-
nation of the fetal monitors and has submitted its report to the HSE National Director, Acute 
Hospitals.

17/04/2018WRHH00700Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRHH00800642. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for an operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14958/18]

17/04/2018WRHH00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRHH01000Hospital Overcrowding

17/04/2018WRHH01100643. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his plans to find interim solu-
tions to the overcrowding in the emergency department at University Hospital, Limerick; if 
modular units are under consideration; the timeframe for such units; the other measures being 
developed to provide access to diagnostics and other services in the community that would 
avoid the necessity to go to the emergency department; his further plans to expand the services 
in ancillary hospitals in Ennis, Nenagh and St. John’s Hospital Limerick; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14961/18]

17/04/2018WRHH01200884. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health if a modular unit will be granted 
to University Hospital Limerick as a short term measure to improve bed capacity; if this will 
be integrated with an already rolling out modular project in order to further fast track; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15923/18]

17/04/2018WRHH01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 643 and 
884 together.

Against a background of growing demand for unscheduled care and high acute hospital oc-
cupancy rates, Government provided €30m in 2017 and a further €40m in 2018 for measures to 
increase acute hospital capacity and alleviate overcrowding in Emergency Departments.  Con-
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sequently, over 200 additional beds have been opened this winter across a range of sites, includ-
ing 17 beds in University Hospital Limerick. 

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department has undertaken a Health Service Capacity 
Review in line with the Programme for a Partnership Government commitment, the findings 
of which conclude that by 2031 nearly 2,600 additional acute hospital beds will be required in 
the system.  

In view of the current pressures on the hospital system, which particularly impact on 
EDs, my Department is working with the HSE to develop a plan to identify the location and 
mix of beds across the hospital system which can be opened this year and into 2019 to alleviate 
overcrowding in our hospital EDs and improve preparedness for Winter 2018/2019. 

As part of this process, I understand that the HSE has brought forward a range of propos-
als to increase bed capacity across the hospital system, which include the use of modular builds 
in certain sites.  My Department is currently examining these proposals. No final decisions have 
been made at this time.  However, I can assure the Deputy that this work is being undertaken 
with the highest priority by my Department.  

Finally, a review of the Winter Initiative 2017/18 is currently being undertaken, which will 
inform the development of a three year unscheduled care plan, and the identification of mea-
sures to improve ED performance next winter.

17/04/2018WRHH01400Hospital Charges

17/04/2018WRHH01500644. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if patients that spend the en-
tirety of their stay at a hospital on a trolley are subject to the €80 levy; the revenue that was 
raised from this levy in 2017; if the data is not available, the reason for same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14962/18]

17/04/2018WRHH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The current statutory charge for attending 
an Emergency Department is €100 which applies to out-patient services provided at any of the 
following locations: an emergency department, a casualty department, a minor injury unit or 
any other facility providing a similar service. There are a number of exemptions to this charge,  
including where a person is a medical card holder, where a person attends his or her GP and is 
referred to the emergency department, where attendance results in admission as an in-patient 
or where services are made available in respect of a prescribed disease or disability to children 
under 16 years of age. 

Where a person is admitted to a public hospital for an in-patient service, including that pro-
vided on a day case basis, the €80 statutory public in-patient daily charge (up to a maximum of 
€800 in a 12 month period) will be applied from the date of admission, subject to a number of 
exemptions, including where a person is a Medical Card holder.

The HSE has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible.

17/04/2018WRHH01700Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRHH01800645. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when they will receive a hospital appointment. [14966/18]
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17/04/2018WRHH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRHH02000HSE Staff Data

17/04/2018WRHH02100646. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 276 of 8 March 2018, the name, title, level and division of each person within the 
HSE’s management structure of CHO5, not restricted to the heads of service to whom these 
persons would report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14985/18]

17/04/2018WRHH02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

17/04/2018WRHH02300Services for People with Disabilities

17/04/2018WRHH02400647. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if home supports will be pro-
vided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14988/18]

17/04/2018WRHH02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRHH02600Services for People with Disabilities

17/04/2018WRHH02700648. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 305 of 6 February 2018, the reason students that started after 2012 are not entitled 
to transport to assist them getting to and from the service; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [14989/18]

17/04/2018WRHH02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRHH02900General Practitioner Training

17/04/2018WRHH03000649. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number by which the spe-
cialist training scheme in general practice was over or under subscribed in each of the past ten 
years; the number of places in each of those years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14996/18]

17/04/2018WRHH03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As GP training is currently the responsibility 
of the HSE, I have arranged for the question to be transferred to the Executive for direct reply 
to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRHH03200Tobacco Control Measures

17/04/2018WRHH03300650. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the health or other benefits 
of cigarettes versus nicotine reducing cigarettes (details supplied) or vaping; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15000/18]

17/04/2018WRHH03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): All products containing tobacco are harm-
ful.  Smoking is the greatest single cause of preventable illness and premature death in Ireland, 
killing almost 6,000 people a year. 

The primary objectives set out in the Tobacco Free Ireland (2013) policy document   are to 
denormalise smoking and to protect children from the dangers of tobacco consumption.  To-
bacco Free Ireland sets a target for Ireland to be tobacco free (i.e. with a prevalence rate of less 
than 5%) by 2025.  

Tobacco Free Ireland contains a number of recommendations to assist smokers in quitting 
tobacco use.  One of those recommendations is to examine the evidence regarding the outcomes 
of the use of Nicotine Replacement Therapy (‘NRT’) and other approaches.  

The Department of Health requested HIQA to undertake a Health Technology Assessment 
(‘HTA’) of the clinical and cost effectiveness of pharmaceutical and non-pharmaceutical smok-
ing cessation products and services.  The HTA was published in 2017 and found that all the 
pharmacological interventions were effective compared to no treatment and that a prescription 
only drug called varenicline was the most effective drug on its own. However, the HTA also 
found that using a combination of varenicline and NRT was the most effective pharmacological 
intervention and that people using this combination were over three and a half times more likely 
to quit than those who were in a control group and did not receive this treatment. 



Questions - Written Answers

348

Group behavioural therapy, individual counselling, intensive advice and telephone support 
were all found to be effective behavioural interventions with group therapy found to be the most 
effective of these interventions. The addition of a behavioural intervention to a pharmacological 
intervention improved the effectiveness of the intervention.

The HTA recommended that smoking cessation services should seek to increase the uptake 
of varenicline, either alone or in combination with NRT, for smokers who want to use a phar-
macological support. 

In relation to vaping, although the HTA found that results for e-cigarettes are promising, 
there is currently a lack of evidence to recommend their use as a smoking cessation aid and 
at present no e-cigarette product is licensed as a medicinal product in Ireland. The safety of e-
cigarettes is an evolving area of research; while potentially safer than smoking, evidence on its 
long-term safety has yet to be established.  In the absence of additional evidence confirming the 
effectiveness of e-cigarettes, the HTA recommended that the HSE smoking cessation services 
should seek to increase the uptake of combination NRT treatment among those for whom var-
enicline is contraindicated, not tolerated or not preferred.  

The results of the HTA are informing the development by the HSE, in conjunction with the 
National Clinical Effectiveness Committee, of national clinical guidelines. My Department will 
continue to monitor the emerging research on all products, so as to inform decisions around any 
future additional regulation in this area. 

17/04/2018WRHH03500Hospital Staff Data

17/04/2018WRHH03600651. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of orthopaedic 
procedures in the public system that were carried out by a consultant orthopaedic surgeon and 
their team (details supplied) at University College Hospital, Galway; the number of private or-
thopaedic procedures carried out by the consultant and their team in the hospital in the past five 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15006/18]

17/04/2018WRHH03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRHH03800Hospital Staff Data

17/04/2018WRHH03900652. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of orthopaedic 
procedures that were carried out by a consultant orthopaedic surgeon and their team (details 
supplied) at a hospital in the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15007/18]

17/04/2018WRHH04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Public hospital services in Ireland are pro-
vided by the HSE and are organised into seven Hospital Groups. The services delivered include 
inpatient scheduled care, unscheduled/emergency care, maternity services, outpatient and diag-
nostic services.  A wide range of emergency, diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation services are 
provided in Ireland’s public hospitals. 

However, as the Bonsecours Hospital Galway is a private facility, the Department and the 
HSE do not have a remit in this area and do not hold the requested information.
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17/04/2018WRHH04100Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRHH04200653. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
and the length of time they have been waiting for an appointment with an orthopaedic surgeon 
(details supplied) at University College Hospital, Galway in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15008/18]

17/04/2018WRHH04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRHH04400Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

17/04/2018WRHH04500654. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to the vari-
ous drugs and alcohol taskforce groups nationally since 2008; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15010/18]

17/04/2018WRHH04600655. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the additional resources that have 
been provided to drugs taskforces since the additional responsibilities for alcohol has been as-
signed to them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15011/18]

17/04/2018WRHH04700656. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the rationale for the additional al-
location of responsibility for alcohol abuse being given to drugs and alcohol taskforces nation-
ally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15012/18]

17/04/2018WRHH04800659. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the allocation 
of funding to community based drug projects and groups; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15015/18]

17/04/2018WRHH04900848. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the funding which has been 
allocated to support and enhance the capacity of local and regional drug task forces and for a 
forum to support the implementation of proposals in Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery 
2017 – 2025, by task force and region for 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15730/18]

17/04/2018WRHH05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 654 to 656, inclusive, and 659 and 848 together.

Drug and Alcohol Task Forces play a key role in assessing the extent and nature of the drug 
problem in their areas and in coordinating action at local level, so that there is a targeted re-
sponse to the problem of substance misuse in local communities. Every effort has been made to 
protect the budgets of Drug and Alcohol Task Forces in recent years. In excess of €27.6m has 
been allocated to Task Forces by the HSE and the Department of Health for community-based 
drugs initiatives this year. This level of funding is consistent with the amounts provided for the 
last four years.

The budget allocation for the twenty four Local and Regional Drug and Alcohol Task Forces 
from the Drugs Initiative of the Department of Health and the Health Service Executive for 
2010 to 2018 is set out in the table hereunder. Details of the allocations for Drug and Alcohol 
Task Forces before 2010 are not readily available.

Arising from a request from the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy a review of Task 
Forces was  completed in 2012. One of the main changes recommended by the review was that 
Drug Task Forces be renamed Drug and Alcohol Task Forces and given a role in relation to 
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tackling alcohol.

In light of their expanded role, a substance misuse measure was included in the Dormant 
Accounts Action Plan 2014 and the Task Forces were identified as the key structures through 
which the measure would be implemented.

In excess of €930,000 in additional funding was recommended for disbursement to Drug 
and Alcohol Task Forces from the Dormant Accounts Fund for substance misuse initiatives. 
The grants to Task Forces were provided from the Dormant Accounts Fund on a once-off basis 
to undertake a range of coordinated activities aimed at raising awareness of drug and alcohol-
related harm in local communities in line with the National Drugs Strategy. 

The Community Action on Alcohol Pilot Project was developed in 2014 to provide Task 
Forces with training on community mobilisation in order to develop coordinated strategies to 
change behaviour around alcohol and raise awareness of alcohol related harm. In addition, a 
number of Task Forces have benefitted from training provided by the Alcohol Forum for the 
development of local alcohol action plans.

I strongly believe that resources should be directed towards interventions that are most ef-
fective in reducing problem substance use. Measuring the effectiveness of responses to the drug 
problem is therefore an important objective of public policy. Towards this end, my Department 
will develop a performance measurement system by 2020 which will improve accountability 
across all sectors, including the task forces. 

I intend meeting with the Chairs of  the twenty four Local and Regional Drug and Alcohol 
Task Forces shortly to discuss the implementation of  the national drugs strategy, Reducing 
Harm, Supporting Recovery, including initiatives to strengthen the capacity of task forces to 
support the implementation of the strategy.

LDATF 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 DOH 2014 HSE
Ballyfermot €1,533,826 €1,492,413 €1,569,489 €1,522,404 €461,150 €1,025,582
Ballymun €1,243,552 €1,209,976 €1,180,695 €1,145,274 €632,817 €488,098
Blanchard-
stown

€1,184,200 €1,152,227 €1,124,343 €1,090,613 €179,305 €913,589

Bray €1,656,849 €1,612,114 €1,573,101 €1,525,908 €573,860 €916,271
Canal Com-
munities

€1,645,413 €1,600,987 €1,562,243 €1,515,376 €338,605 €1,141,309

Clondalkin €1,495,408 €1,455,032 €1,421,577 €1,428,930 €388,114 €1,007,948
Cork €1,662,621 €1,617,730 €1,578,581 €1,531,224 €411,988 €1,108,299
Dublin 12 €1,180,005 €1,148,145 €1,120,360 €1,086,749 €74,013 €990,134
Dublin NE €1,294,199 €1,259,256 €1,228,782 €988,234 €422,251 €594,836
Dun 
Laoghaire

€975,475 €949,137 €926,167 €898,382 €94,676 €786,755

Finglas 
Cabra

€986,452 €959,818 €936,590 €908,492 €263,277 €627,960

NIC €2,495,777 €2,428,391 €2,369,624 €2,298,535 €576,956 €1,652,623
SIC €2,276,911 €2,215,434 €2,161,821 €2,096,966 €255,720 €1,788,337
Tallaght €1,316,913 €1,281,356 €1,250,347 €1,262,837 €452,712 €782,240
Total LDATF €20,947,601 €20,382,016 €20,003,720 €19,299,924 €5,125,444 €13,823,981
       
RDATF 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 DOH 2014 HSE
East Coast 
Area

€896,933 €872,716 €851,596 €584,227 €58,200 €508,500
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LDATF 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 DOH 2014 HSE
Midland €894,739 €870,581 €849,513 €824,028 €307,810 €491,497
Mid-West €1,576,095 €1,533,540 €1,496,428 €1,451,535 €147,982 €1,260,007
North East €1,038,588 €1,010,546 €986,091 €956,508 €0 €927,813
North West €806,369 €784,597 €765,610 €742,642 €272,485 €447,878
North Dublin 
City & Co.

€870,066 €846,574 €826,087 €801,304 €456,080 €321,184

South East €1,193,005 €1,160,794 €1,132,703 €1,098,722 €0 €1,065,760
South West €894,750 €870,592 €849,524 €824,038 €102,820 €696,497
Southern €1,089,369 €1,059,956 €1,034,305 €1,003,276 €0 €973,178
Western €740,085 €720,104 €702,677 €681,597 €136,994 €524,155
Total RDATF €9,999,999 €9,730,000 €9,494,534 €8,967,877 €1,482,371 €7,216,469
Overall Total €30,947,600 €30,112,016 €29,498,254 €28,267,801 €27,648,265

table contd.

LDATF 2015 DOH 2015 HSE 2016 DOH 2016 HSE 2017 DOH 2017 HSE 2018 DOH 2018 HSE

Ballyfermot €255,446 €1,231,286 €255,446 €1,231,286 €255,446 €1,231,286 €255,446 €1,231,286

Ballymun €422,958 €697,957 €422,958 €697,957 €422,958 €697,957 €422,958 €697,957

Blanchard-
stown

€179,305 €913,589 €179,305 €913,589 €179,305 €913,589 €179,305 €913,589

Bray €573,860 €916,271 €573,860 €916,271 €573,860 €916,271 €573,860 €916,271

Canal Com-
munities

€338,605 €1,141,309 €338,605 €1,141,309 €338,605 €1,141,309 €338,605 €1,141,309

Clondalkin €388,114 €1,007,948 €388,114 €1,007,948 €388,114 €1,007,948 €388,114 €1,007,948

Cork €411,988 €1,108,299 €411,988 €1,108,299 €411,988 €1,108,299 €411,988 €1,108,299

Dublin 12 €70,997 €993,150 €70,397 €993,750 €70,397 €993,750 €70,397 €993,750

Dublin NE €422,251 €594,836 €239,971 €777,116 €239,971 €777,116 €239,971 €777,116

Dun 
Laoghaire

€94,676 €786,755 €94,676 €786,755 €94,676 €786,755 €94,676 €786,755

Finglas 
Cabra

€263,277 €627,960 €263,277 €627,960 €263,277 €627,960 €263,277 €627,960

NIC €494,856 €1,734,723 €394,856 €1,834,723 €394,856 €1,834,723 €394,856 €1,834,723

SIC €176,043 €1,868,014 €176,043 €1,868,014 €176,043 €1,868,014 €176,043 €1,868,014

Tallaght €341,438 €893,514 €336,022 €898,930 €336,022 €898,930 €336,022 €898,930

Total 
LDATF

€4,433,814 €14,515,611 €4,145,518 €14,803,907 €4,145,518 €14,803,907 €4,145,518 €14,803,907

         

RDATF 2015 DOH 2015 HSE 2016 DOH 2016 HSE 2017 DOH 2017 HSE 2018 DOH 2018 HSE

East Coast 
Area

€58,200 €508,500 €58,200 €508,500 €58,200 €508,500 €58,200 €508,500

Midland €136,816 €662,491 €136,816 €662,491 €136,816 €662,491 €136,816 €662,491

Mid-West €147,982 €1,260,007 €147,982 €1,260,007 €147,982 €1,260,007 €147,982 €1,260,007

North East €0 €927,813 €0 €927,813 €0 €927,813 €0 €927,813

North West €258,633 €461,730 €258,633 €461,730 €258,633 €461,730 €258,633 €461,730

North 
Dublin City 
& Co.

€309,778 €467,486 €266,245 €511,019 €266,245 €511,019 €266,245 €511,019

South East €0 €1,065,760 €0 €1,065,760 €0 €1,065,760 €0 €1,065,760

South West €102,820 €696,497 €102,820 €696,497 €102,820 €696,497 €102,820 €696,497

Southern €0 €973,178 €0 €973,178 €0 €973,178 €0 €973,178

Western €136,994 €524,155 €136,994 €524,155 €136,994 €524,155 €136,994 €524,155

Total 
RDATF

€1,151,223 €7,547,617 €1,107,690 €7,591,150 €1,107,690 €7,591,150 €1,107,690 €7,591,150

Overall 
Total

€27,648,265 €27,648,265 €27,648,265 €27,648,265
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17/04/2018WRJJ00200National Drugs Strategy Implementation

17/04/2018WRJJ00300657. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his views on the misuse of drugs 
within the Traveller community; the steps that have been taken to deal with this matter; the ad-
ditional resources that have been invested in addressing the challenge; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15013/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The national 
drug strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery – a health-led response to drug and alco-
hol use in Ireland 2017-2025, recognises that drug and alcohol use is a complex issue requiring 
an inter-departmental response, focused on promoting healthier lifestyles within society. 

The strategy recognises that poor living conditions and high levels of unemployment and 
educational disadvantage contribute to the higher risk of drug and alcohol misuse among the 
Travelling community. It includes specific actions to improve the capacity of services to ad-
dress the needs of people who use drugs and alcohol from specific communities, including the 
Traveller community. 

Good practice guidelines, developed by Pavee Point, provide useful and practical advice on 
supporting Travellers who need to use treatment services. The HSE recently established a pilot 
scheme to develop an information pack for early intervention for problem alcohol and drug use 
in the Traveller community which will be rolled out nationally once the pilot is complete.

In addition, the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy, published by the Depart-
ment of Justice and Equality in 2017, includes health actions dealing with substance misuse in 
the Traveller community.

The Standing Sub-Committee of Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery  drives the imple-
mentation of the strategy and promotes coordination between national, local and regional lev-
els. It plays a key role in ensuring that the statutory, community and voluntary sectors, Drug and 
Alcohol Task Forces and other key stakeholders are engaged in supporting the implementation 
of the strategy.  A representative of the Traveller organisation, Pavee Point, is a member of the 
Standing Sub-Committee.

I am satisfied that the implementation of the national drugs strategy will address the specific 
needs of the Traveller community and I encourage Traveller organisations to work with the lo-
cal drug and alcohol task forces and other agencies in achieving this objective. 

17/04/2018WRJJ00500Drugs-related Deaths

17/04/2018WRJJ00600658. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the increasing 
number of drug related deaths and suicides taking place in south-west County Dublin; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15014/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The Na-
tional Drug Related Deaths Index (NDRDI) is an epidemiological database administered by 
the Health Research Board which records cases of death by drug and/or alcohol poisoning and 
death among drug users and those who are alcohol dependent. The Health Research Board pub-
lished a report on the NDRDI in December 2017, which analyses deaths up to 2015, the latest 
year for which data are available. 
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The HRB report indicates that in 2015, there were 695 drug-related deaths in Ireland. Of 
these, 36 were recorded for individuals living in the local health office area (LHO) of Dublin 
South West. 

Of these, 14 were poisoning deaths (directly due to the consumption of drugs including 
alcohol). Most deaths involved an opioid drug. 

A further 22 were deaths recorded in people who use drugs in 2015 in LHO Dublin South 
West. Of these, 11 were due to traumatic causes and 7 were due to medical causes. 

I am committed to minimise the harm caused by the use and misuse of substances, espe-
cially where this harm can lead to death. My Department’s initiative to establish a supervised 
drug injecting facility in Dublin inner city will contribute to this objective. 

Question No. 659 answered with Question No. 654.

17/04/2018WRJJ00900Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRJJ01000660. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) will be expedited. [15021/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRJJ01200General Practitioner Contracts

17/04/2018WRJJ01300661. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the status of reforms to the gen-
eral practitioner contract in view of his recent public statement committing to same. [15030/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ01400662. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health when the most recent formal con-
tract negotiations with general practitioners were undertaken; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15031/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 661 and 
662 together.

The Government is committed to delivering more non-acute care within the primary care 
sector, so that better care close to home can be provided for communities around the country.

General Practitioners play an important role in the primary care system. It is generally 
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accepted that there is a need to modernise the current GMS contract and ensure that general 
practice is a viable and rewarding career for medical graduates. My aim is to develop a contract 
which has a population health focus, providing in particular for health promotion and disease 
prevention and for the structured ongoing care of chronic conditions. A new contract must be 
flexible and be able to respond to the changing nature of the GP workforce. It must also include 
provisions in relation to service quality and standards, performance, accountability and trans-
parency. 

It is essential that engagement on GP contractual issues is aimed squarely at meeting the 
substantial challenges, current and future, the health service and general practice face. The 
latest phase of engagement with GP representatives commenced in January 2017, and discus-
sions were progressed on a wide range of items throughout 2017. The last meeting between the 
Department of Health/HSE team and the IMO took place in December 2017. The last meeting 
with the NAGP took place in October 2017.

Discussions are currently paused, and, at my request, officials of my Department are work-
ing with their counterparts in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and in the 
HSE to ensure that the overall approach is focused fully on the strategic challenges and on the 
Government’s health services reform agenda. It is important to ensure that any new contract 
will result in service improvements across general practice benefitting both patients and GPs.

I expect that engagement with GP representative bodies will commence shortly. I look for-
ward to progress being made in the coming months on the GP contract. 

17/04/2018WRJJ01700General Medical Services Scheme Data

17/04/2018WRJJ01800663. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with a 
medical card in County Louth assigned to a general practitioner by the HSE having been un-
able to find a general practitioner themselves in the past six, 12 and 18 months, respectively. 
[15032/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ01900664. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with a 
general practitioner only card in County Louth assigned to a general practitioner by the HSE 
having been unable to find a general practitioner themselves in the past six, 12 and 18 months, 
respectively. [15033/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ02000665. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons holding a 
medical card in County Louth assigned to a general practitioner by the HSE having been unable 
to find a general practitioner themselves who were returned to the HSE by a general practitioner 
in the past six, 12 and 18 months, respectively. [15034/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ02100666. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons holding 
a medical card in County Louth registered with a general practitioner in the county; and the 
number registered with a general practitioner outside the county. [15035/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ02200667. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons holding 
a general practitioner only card in County Louth registered with a general practitioner in the 
county; and the number registered with a general practitioner outside the county. [15036/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ02300668. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons holding a 
medical card in County Louth waiting to be assigned to a general practitioner by the HSE; and 
the length of time these persons have been waiting. [15037/18]
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17/04/2018WRJJ02400669. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons holding a 
general practitioner only card in County Louth waiting to be assigned to a general practitioner 
by the HSE; and the length of time these persons have been waiting. [15038/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ02500670. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if there are persons who hold a 
medical card in County Louth who do not have a general practitioner. [15039/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ02600671. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if there are persons who hold 
a general practitioner only card in County Louth who do not have a general practitioner. 
[15040/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ02700672. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of general practitio-
ners registered within County Louth; the number of these unable to accept new patients; and the 
number eligible to retire in 2018. [15041/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ02800673. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of general practitio-
ners who have retired from practising in County Louth in each of the years 2016 and 2017 and 
to date in 2018. [15042/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ02900674. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of new general prac-
titioners who have commenced practising in County Louth in each of the years 2016 and 2017 
and to date in 2018.  [15043/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ03000684. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health his views on the cap in place for 
NEDOC visits from persons who were not registered with a general practitioner; the NEDOC 
services in CHO8 applying this cap; and the actual caps in each of these services in CHO8. 
[15098/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ03100685. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the consultation that has taken 
place between NEDOC and his Department following media reports that services covering 
counties Meath, Louth, Cavan and Monaghan have been inundated with persons unable to reg-
ister with a general practitioner in those areas. [15099/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ03200686. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if NEDOC services in County 
Louth are directing persons who are not registered with a general practitioner in the area to 
emergency departments for alternative treatments; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15100/18]

17/04/2018WRJJ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 663 to 674, 
inclusive, and 684 to 686, inclusive, together.

As these questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for them to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRKK00300Medical Card Data

17/04/2018WRKK00400675. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Louth who hold a medical card and a general practitioner only card, respectively. [15044/18]

17/04/2018WRKK00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRKK00600Medical Card Applications
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17/04/2018WRKK00700676. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Louth awaiting a decision on a medical card application. [15045/18]

17/04/2018WRKK00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRKK00900Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRKK01000677. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health when a person 
(details supplied) who has been on the waiting list for orthodontic treatment for over three years 
can expect to secure treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15060/18]

17/04/2018WRKK01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRKK01200Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/04/2018WRKK01300678. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a leg brace; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15063/18]

17/04/2018WRKK01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRKK01500Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRKK01600679. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health when a person 
(details supplied) will receive a date for surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15064/18]

17/04/2018WRKK01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRKK01800Occupational Therapy

17/04/2018WRKK01900680. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if an occupational therapy as-
sessment required for a person (details supplied) will be expedited; if the required services will 
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be implemented following this report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15065/18]

17/04/2018WRKK02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

17/04/2018WRKK02100Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRKK02200681. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early appointment will 
be made for a person (details supplied). [15086/18]

17/04/2018WRKK02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRKK02400Hospital Services

17/04/2018WRKK02500682. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the contract for dialysis 
services in County Kilkenny is being put out for tender; the length of time the current operator 
was reviewed over the past four years in the context of the quality of the service and patient 
satisfaction; and his plans on the matter and in respect of the future of the service. [15087/18]

17/04/2018WRKK02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRKK02700National Treatment Purchase Fund Eligibility

17/04/2018WRKK02800683. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health his plans to include outpa-
tient, CAMHS and child psychology appointments to be converted under the National Treat-
ment Purchase Fund in order to address substantial backlogs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15089/18]

17/04/2018WRKK02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The development of 
all aspects of mental health services for young people, as reflected in the agreed HSE Service 
Plan 2018, remains a priority for Government.  Services have benefited from the significant ad-
ditional investment for mental health over recent years which has resulted in an overall provi-
sion of some €910 million for this care programme in the current year.

There are currently 69 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) teams, 4 
CAMHS units and three Paediatric Liaison Teams.  Approximately 18,800 children will be 
referred to the CAMHS service this year, with around 14,400 to be seen by CAMHS profes-
sionals.

There are acknowledged difficulties in recruiting and retaining specialist CAMHS staff, 
particularly Consultant Psychiatrists.  Intensive recruitment efforts are ongoing but there is 
currently a serious shortage of suitably qualified CAMHS Consultants both at national and 
European level.  Steady progress is being made by the Executive in filling approved posts for 
mental health.  Despite increasing demands on CAMHS overall, the HSE Service Plan 2018 has 
a target of 72% for referrals offered or first appointment and to be seen within twelve weeks.



Questions - Written Answers

358

Individual cases professionally assessed as requiring urgent access to services receive prior-
ity.

Reducing CAMHS Waiting Lists is a priority for the HSE.  The HSE Service Plan 2018 will 
further develop CAMHS, including delivering a major improvement initiative to increase the 
numbers of CAMHS referrals to be seen in 2018 by 27%, compared to 2017 (i.e. over 3,000 
additional service users year on year).  Improvements are also planned for out-of-hours liaison, 
seven-day response services, and progressing the CAMHS Day Hospital service.

A key initiative to improve counselling services at Primary Care level has been the recent 
approval by Government for the appointment of 114 Assistant Psychologists and 20 Psycholo-
gists to assist young people.  These are currently being put in place by the HSE.

Bearing in mind all the circumstances, it is not envisaged or currently planned that CAMHS 
or child psychology appointments will be included under the National Treatment Purchase 
Fund.

Questions Nos. 684 to 686, inclusive, answered with Question No. 663.

17/04/2018WRKK03300Respite Care Services Data

17/04/2018WRKK03400687. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of hours of respite 
care offered to families of children with disabilities provided by each of the local health offices 
in each community healthcare organisation area in each of the years 2012 to 2017 and to date 
in 2018, by LHO, respite provided and year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15112/18]

17/04/2018WRKK03500688. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of hours of respite 
care offered to families of adults with disabilities provided by each of the local health offices 
in each community healthcare organisation area in each of the years 2012 to 2017 and to date 
in 2018, by LHO, respite provided and year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15113/18]

17/04/2018WRKK03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 687 and 688 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRKK03800Home Care Packages Data

17/04/2018WRKK03900689. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of home care pack-
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ages provided by each of the local health offices in each community healthcare organisation 
area in each of the years 2012 to 2017 and to date in 2018, by LHO, home care packages and 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15114/18]

17/04/2018WRKK04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRKK04100Dental Services 

17/04/2018WRKK04200690. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if a dental service (details sup-
plied) is to close; if so, the location to which existing clients will be directed; his views on 
whether this is best practice for persons who may not have the means to travel to another loca-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15117/18]

17/04/2018WRKK04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRLL00200Hospital Staff

17/04/2018WRLL00300691. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the person pro-
viding anaesthesiology services at Bantry General Hospital; the location at which he or she 
is based; the level of specialist training he or she is at; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [15130/18]

17/04/2018WRLL00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRLL00500Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRLL00600692. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a procedure for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15132/18]

17/04/2018WRLL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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17/04/2018WRLL00800Respite Care Services

17/04/2018WRLL00900693. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of funding to 
provide respite care for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15134/18]

17/04/2018WRLL01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRLL01100Health Services Provision

17/04/2018WRLL01200694. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
delays in developmental appointments for babies in the Ballymun health care facility; and the 
detail of the nurse shortage there at present.  [15135/18]

17/04/2018WRLL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

17/04/2018WRLL01400Respite Care Services

17/04/2018WRLL01500695. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the serious funding issues at an organisation (details supplied) at which an extensive 
waiting list for all forms of respite care for service users is in operation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [15136/18]

17/04/2018WRLL01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates service matters, I have arranged for the question to be re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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17/04/2018WRLL01700Health Services Access

17/04/2018WRLL01800696. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the status of an assessment of 
need for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15144/18]

17/04/2018WRLL01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRLL02300Nursing Homes Support Scheme

17/04/2018WRLL02400697. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health when he plans to publish the 
review of pricing system for long-term residential care facilities as per recommendations 
made within the review of the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15148/18]

17/04/2018WRLL02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

The Report of the NHSS Review published in 2015 identified a number of issues for more 
detailed consideration, including a review of pricing mechanism by the NTPF, with a view to:

- Ensuring value for money and economy, with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and the State and administrative burden for providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism so that existing and potential inves-
tors can make as informed decisions as possible; and

 -Ensuring that there is adequate residential capacity for those residents with more complex 
needs.

A Steering Committee has been established to oversee this review which is chaired by the 
NTPF and includes representatives from my Department and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform.  The NTPF has responsibility for the development of this report, although 
Department Officials continue to engage with the NTPF regarding the review.  The most recent 
update from the NTPF is that the report will be finalised and ready for review in the first half 
of 2018.

17/04/2018WRLL02600Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRLL02700698. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
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appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15149/18]

17/04/2018WRLL02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRLL02900Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

17/04/2018WRLL03000699. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health when COPD will be made a 
long-term disease in order that persons with same will be entitled to access the long-term illness 
book; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15151/18]

17/04/2018WRLL03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended).  The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
ing from the use of Thalidomide.  Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and 
medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme.

17/04/2018WRLL03200Counselling Services Provision

17/04/2018WRLL03300700. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adolescents in County Mayo receiving counselling and services from CAMHS; the number of 
staff who are providing these services in County Mayo; the number of children and adolescents 
who are on a waiting list to receive such services in County Mayo; the average wait time on this 
list; the details of the system for categorising patients on the waiting list; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [15153/18]

17/04/2018WRLL03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRLL03500Hospital Appointments Status
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17/04/2018WRLL03600701. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a hospital appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15159/18]

17/04/2018WRLL03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRLL03800Hospital Admissions

17/04/2018WRLL03900702. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has been refused surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15160/18]

17/04/2018WRLL04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRLL04100National Treatment Purchase Fund Payments

17/04/2018WRLL04200703. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding per pa-
tient under the NTPF for a facility (details supplied) in County Cork; and if there will be an 
increase in the NTPF payment.  [15170/18]

17/04/2018WRLL04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The National Treat-
ment Purchase Fund (NTPF) has been designated by the Minister for Health pursuant to Section 
40 of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act as a body authorised to negotiate with propri-
etors of registered nursing homes to reach agreement in relation to the maximum price(s) that 
will be charged for the provision of long-term residential care services to Nursing Homes Sup-
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port Scheme residents. 

As part of this function, the NTPF enters into “Approved Nursing Home Agreements” with 
registered private and voluntary nursing homes to record the maximum price(s) that have been  
negotiated.  The NTPF provide the HSE with the details of all Approved Nursing Home Agree-
ments.  As the NTPF is an independent statutory body I am not in a position to speculate on the 
outcome of pricing negotiations. 

The cost of care for public and private nursing homes is published on the HSE website.  The 
current cost of care negotiated by the NTPF for the Cobh Community Hospital per resident 
under NHSS is a maximum of €1,090 per week.

The most up to date costs of care can be found on the following link https://www.hse.ie/eng/
services/list/4/olderpeople/nhss/costs.html.

17/04/2018WRLL04400Departmental Expenditure

17/04/2018WRLL04500704. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the amount of expenditure on consul-
tancy by his Department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the number of consultants engaged 
by his Department in those years; the names of the consultancy companies awarded contracts; 
and the steps which have been taken to reduce the expenditure on consultancy and the reliance 
on consultants by his Department in these years and for the future. [15193/18]

17/04/2018WRLL04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is the policy of my Department only to 
engage the services of external consultants where it is felt appropriate and cost-effective, taking 
account of Government decisions and policy including procurement protocols on the matter.  
Expenditure on the engagement of consultants is paid from the Department’s A7 budget. 

The table details such expenditure for each of the years 2015 to 2017: 

Year Expenditure on Consultancy
2015 €824,262
2016 €704,804
2017 €1,341,064
The table details consultant A7 expenditure by the Department between 2015 and 2017:

Year Consultant
2015 Milliman Ltd.
 Mazars
 UCD
 UCC
 Prospectus 
 DCU
 Institute of Public Health in Ireland
 INDECON
 DKM Economic Consultants Ltd
 Aegis Media T/A Carat
 Metis Consulting
 Trutz Haase, OCC Ltd & University of 

Sheffield
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Year Consultant
 ICF Consulting Services Ltd
 UCC/UCD/NUIG collaborative team
 Amárach Research
 Mr Trutz Haase
2016 Skills for Health
 UCC
 Amárach Research
 UCD
 Mr Trutz Haase
 NUIG
 Aurion
 Centre for Effective Services
 The Performance Partnership
 Alpha Healthcare
 DCU
 Prospectus 
 RPS Group
 IPA
 Crowe Horwath
 KPMG
 Alcohol Action Ireland
 Treacy Consultancy
 Metis Consulting
 UCC/UCD/NUIG collaborative team
 ICF Consulting Services Ltd
 Trutz Haase, OCC Ltd & University of 

Sheffield
 Milliman Ltd.
2017 Work Research Centre
 Trutz Haase, OCC Ltd & University of 

Sheffield
 Mazars
 Research Matters
 Hume Brophy
 P A Consulting
 Expert Group
 Alpha Healthcare
 UCD
 Health Research Board (UCC)
 Aurion
 University of Sheffield
 Indecon
 UCC
 Stephen O’Herlihy (Barrister)
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Year Consultant
 NUIG
 McKinsey
 Deloitte
 Milliman
 Mr Trutz Haase
 Treacy Consultancy
 Centre for Effective Services
 DCU
 Prospectus
 RPS Group
 Crowe Horwarth
 Metis Consulting
 Alcohol Action Ireland

17/04/2018WRLL04700Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRLL04800705. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if the long delays for operations 
and outpatient appointments in the urology department in St James’s Hospital (details supplied) 
will be examined.  [15214/18]

17/04/2018WRLL04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving waiting times for hospital proce-
dures is a key commitment in the Programme for Government.   As such in 2018 €55 million 
has been allocated for the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF).  This more than doubles 
its 2017 total allocation which was €20 million and reflects the fact that reducing waiting times 
for patients is one of this Government’s key priorities. 

On 12 April the Department , the HSE and the NTPF published details of the Inpatient/Day 
Case Action Plan 2018.  This year will see a significant reduction in the number waiting for 
a procedure to under 70,000 by the end of the year - from a peak of 86,100 in July 2017.  In 
addition, all patients who are waiting more than 9 months for a cataract, hip and knee replace-
ment, tonsils, Gastro Intestinal scope or one of four other high-volume treatments, and who are 
clinically suitable for outsourcing, will be offered treatment in 2018.  This means that all such 
patients currently on waiting lists for these procedures will be offered treatment this year.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRLL05000Hospital Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRLL05100706. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding being 
provided in the 2018 health budget to open the 28 additional inpatient beds in University Gal-
way Hospital; when these beds will be open; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15220/18]

17/04/2018WRLL05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 
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17/04/2018WRMM00200Home Care Packages Data

17/04/2018WRMM00300707. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of winter home care 
packages provided during the winter periods 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18, respectively, by 
county and in tabular form. [15221/18]

17/04/2018WRMM00400708. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of home care pack-
ages provided during budget years 2015, 2016 and 2017, respectively, by county and in tabular 
form. [15222/18]

17/04/2018WRMM00500709. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the cost of providing winter 
home care packages during the winter periods 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18, by county in 
tabular form. [15223/18]

17/04/2018WRMM00600710. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the cost of providing home care 
packages during the winter periods 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18, respectively, by county and 
in tabular form. [15224/18]

17/04/2018WRMM00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 707 to 710, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRMM01100Health Services Data

17/04/2018WRMM01200711. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of transitional care 
beds provided during the winter periods 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18, respectively, by coun-
ty and in tabular form. [15225/18]

17/04/2018WRMM01300712. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the cost of providing transitional 
care beds during the winter periods 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18, respectively, by county and 
in tabular form.  [15226/18]

17/04/2018WRMM01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 711 and 
712 together.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRMM01600Diabetes Strategy

17/04/2018WRMM01700713. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 516 of 27 February 2018, when the tender process will be completed and a con-
tractor appointed in view of the fact that the closing date for tenders passed in February 2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15243/18]

17/04/2018WRMM01800714. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 516 of 27 February 2018, the timeframe for Sligo University Hospital and the 
Saolta group to make a submission for the full cost of this project at national level; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15244/18]
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17/04/2018WRMM01900715. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 516 of 27 February 2018, if the paediatric diabetes service referred to should read 
adult and paediatric service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15245/18]

17/04/2018WRMM02000716. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 516 of 27 February 2018, the Department that will make the decision on full 
funding approval for this project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15246/18]

17/04/2018WRMM02100717. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 516 of 27 February 2018, the length of time it will take his Department to give 
full funding approval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15247/18]

17/04/2018WRMM02200718. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 516 of 27 February 2018, the length of time after full funding approval Sligo Uni-
versity Hospital expects to have a contractor on site and ready to start the nine month timescale 
indicated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15248/18]

17/04/2018WRMM02300719. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 516 of 27 February 2018, the reason the key requirement of the 2018 Saolta ser-
vice plan for the provision of psychological services posts for diabetes patients has not been 
approved in the 2018 allocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15249/18]

17/04/2018WRMM02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 713 to 719, 
inclusive, together.

As this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

17/04/2018WRMM03100Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRMM03200720. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will have cataract surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15250/18]

17/04/2018WRMM03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRMM03400Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRMM03500721. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of progress on an opera-
tion for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15258/18]
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17/04/2018WRMM03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRMM03700Hospital Procedures

17/04/2018WRMM03800722. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of work within his 
Department to address the concerns of persons affected by the use of mesh implants; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15265/18]

17/04/2018WRMM03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is important to ensure that both the cur-
rent use of mesh implants in uro-gynaecological procedures in Ireland, and the ongoing clinical 
management of women who have had these procedures in the past are in line with international 
best practice and emerging evidence.  To ensure this, I have requested the Chief Medical Officer 
to prepare a report on the many clinical and technical issues involved.  I am informed that this 
work is advancing and involves ongoing engagement with national and international bodies, the 
professional colleges and others.  It is also my intention that I and my officials meet with some 
of the women affected, so that their concerns and experiences will inform the report, which is 
expected to be completed within the coming months.  I would ask the Deputy to await the out-
come of that work.

17/04/2018WRMM04000Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

17/04/2018WRMM04100723. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that a task force (details supplied) has been without a co-ordinator for some time and 
this is affecting the provision of services; and the timeframe for the appointment of a new co-
ordinator. [15268/18]

17/04/2018WRMM04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Drug and 
Alcohol Task Force Coordinators are, in the main, employed by the HSE.  The HSE allocates 
funding to the Regional and Local Drug and Alcohol Task Forces for various support workers, 
such as posts of development worker and administrator.

The Department of Health has no role in the recruitment of HSE employees.  Task Force 
Coordinators are normally employed by the HSE and are subject to the recruitment and employ-
ment conditions of the Executive. 

As the HSE is in the process of recruiting a Task Force Coordinator for Bray Local Drug and 
Alcohol Task Force I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly on this matter.
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17/04/2018WRNN00200Pharmacy Services

17/04/2018WRNN00300724. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the direction he plans to give the 
HSE in relation to a matter (details supplied); when the instruction will be given; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15269/18]

17/04/2018WRNN00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This report will be considered in the context 
of evaluation of pharmacy services for Irish public patients.

17/04/2018WRNN00500Hospital Staff Data

17/04/2018WRNN00600725. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the overtime rate for interns in 
each hospital in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15276/18]

17/04/2018WRNN00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

17/04/2018WRNN00800Mental Health Services Provision

17/04/2018WRNN00900726. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the counties that do not take 
emergency primary care psychology appointments; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15284/18]

17/04/2018WRNN01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRNN01100Medicinal Products Availability

17/04/2018WRNN01200727. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason Versatis plasters and 
patches are not covered by the medical card.  [15290/18]

17/04/2018WRNN01300741. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of the work within 
his Department to address the concerns of users of the Versatis patches; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15339/18]

17/04/2018WRNN01400942. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking with 
the HSE to ensure that persons who need Versatis patches are receiving them; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16260/18]

17/04/2018WRNN01500979. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the status of the withdrawal of the 
Versatis patch for persons with chronic pain; the number of persons who have been approved 
for this patch since the beginning of 2018; the number of persons who no longer have approval 
for the patch; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16442/18]

17/04/2018WRNN01600994. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the reason Versatis patch has been 
refused for a person (details supplied) in view of the fact that alternative medications are hav-
ing negative effects on them; if they can reapply again; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16611/18]

17/04/2018WRNN01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 727, 741, 
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942, 979 and 994 together.

Medicines play a vital role in improving the health of Irish patients.  Securing access to 
existing and new and innovative medicines is a key objective of the health service.  However, 
the challenge is to do this in a safe and sustainable manner.  Treatment must be appropriate 
and proportionate and clinical decision-making, such as prescribing, should be based on both 
patient needs and sound medical evidence.

Lidocaine 5% medicated plasters are licensed for the localised relief of post-shingles pain 
in adults.  This is the only licensed use for the patch in Ireland. It has been reimbursed in the 
community drugs schemes since 2010.

Clinical concern arose when, from 2012 on, usage increased significantly, to the point where, 
in Ireland, more plasters were being used in than the entire UK National Health Service.  In 
such situations, it is important and appropriate for clinicians to review usage and, in 2016, the 
HSE Medicines Management Programme (MMP) reviewed the use of the plasters.  The review 
estimated that only 5-10% of prescribing was for the licensed indication.

Following the clinical review, the HSE introduced a new reimbursement approval system 
for the patches from September 2017, to support appropriate use and patient care.  Under these 
arrangements, the patient’s GP or consultant must apply to the MMP for reimbursement ap-
proval on behalf of the patient.  In the case of a negative reimbursement decision, the treating 
clinician can appeal the decision.  Once a patient is approved for reimbursement support, irre-
spective of the indication, there will be no expiry on the duration of treatment.  This also applies 
to applications already approved by the MMP.

As of 29 March 2018, there have been 5,747 online applications from clinicians requesting 
the reimbursement of Versatis.  Of these applications, 1,205 patients (over 21%) have been ap-
proved.  Of 672 online appeals, over 71% of patients have been approved for reimbursement.  
The MMP has sought further information on another 41 appeals.  Accordingly, since 1 Septem-
ber 2017, 1,681 patients have been approved for reimbursement of lidocaine plasters, based on 
the clinical case made by their GP or consultant.

It is clear that this new process supports appropriate use and prescribing and both post-
shingles patients and other appropriate cases can continue to be treated with lidocaine plasters.

The HSE notified prescribers and pharmacies of the introduction of the new system in Au-
gust 2017.  This advice was re-issued recently, and information for patients and practitioners is 
on the HSE Medicines Management Programme website at www.hse.ie/yourmedicines.

This reimbursement decision is a matter for the HSE.  However, I fully support the objec-
tives of the HSE Medicines Management Programme.

17/04/2018WRNN01800Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRNN01900728. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a surgical procedure 
for a person (details supplied); if a date for this appointment will be provided; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15294/18]

17/04/2018WRNN02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
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individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRNN02100Hospital Consultant Recruitment

17/04/2018WRNN02200729. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in finding 
a replacement for a person (details supplied) who has retired; if there is a start date for a new 
consultant; the steps he is taking to alleviate the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15310/18]

17/04/2018WRNN02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRNN02400Primary Care Centres Provision

17/04/2018WRNN02500730. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 389 of 26 September 2017 and further to a request made by the HSE to the islands 
division to acquire an identified site for a replacement primary health centre on Inishbofin, 
County Galway, the progress made in relation to the acquisition of the site; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15314/18]

17/04/2018WRNN02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE is responsible for the delivery 
of health care infrastructure projects, the Executive has been requested to reply directly to you 
in relation to a replacement primary care centre on Inishbofin, County Galway.

17/04/2018WRNN02700Mental Health Services Staff

17/04/2018WRNN02800731. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to reinstitute the 
position of a full time psychiatric nurse at the health centre in Easkey, County Sligo in view of 
the inadequacy of the health centre’s system of two half days a week with a psychiatric nurse 
and the existence previously of a full time psychiatric nurse; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15324/18]

17/04/2018WRNN02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRNN03000Mental Health Services Staff

17/04/2018WRNN03100732. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if more extensive supervi-
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sory staff for mentally ill and vulnerable persons will be provided in view of the recent murder 
in County Sligo by a mentally ill man; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15325/18]

17/04/2018WRNN03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRNN03300Emergency Planning

17/04/2018WRNN03400733. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the reason health centres in 
west County Sligo were told by the HSE not to provide dinners in the centres to old and vulner-
able persons during Storm Emma; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15326/18]

17/04/2018WRNN03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

17/04/2018WRNN03600Nursing Homes Support Scheme

17/04/2018WRNN03700734. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the concerns of nursing home owners in relation to the disparity of fees payable under the fair 
deal scheme between HSE and private nursing homes in County Wexford (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15328/18]

17/04/2018WRNN03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

The Report of the NHSS Review published in 2015 identified a number of issues for more 
detailed consideration, including a review of pricing mechanism by the NTPF, with a view to:

- Ensuring value for money and economy, with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and the State and administrative burden for providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism so that existing and potential inves-
tors can make as informed decisions as possible; and

- Ensuring that there is adequate residential capacity for those residents with more complex 
needs.

A Steering Committee has been established to oversee this review which is chaired by the 
NTPF and includes representatives from my Department and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform.  The NTPF has responsibility for the development of this report, although 
Department Officials continue to engage with the NTPF regarding the review.  The most recent 
update from the NTPF is that the report will be finalised and ready for review in the first half 
of 2018.

In relation to variations in the cost of care for public and private nursing homes it is ac-
knowledged that public nursing homes have, in general, a higher cost of care.  It is understood 
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that a number of factors contribute to this such as; higher dependency levels of clients requir-
ing a higher staff skill mix, environmental implications for staffing levels and the geographical 
provision of residential placements.

That said, there is a need to undertake a deeper analysis of the factors driving the higher 
costs of care in public units. This is why the 2015 Review of the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme identified the need for a Value for Money and Policy (VFM) review of the cost differ-
entials in public and private / voluntary residential facilities. My Department will be working 
on this VFM throughout the year.  

17/04/2018WRNN03900Health Services Provision

17/04/2018WRNN04000735. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if his Department or the HSE 
are examining ways to ensure that persons with conditions such as multiple sclerosis, MS, have 
timely access to life changing medicines here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15331/18]

17/04/2018WRNN04100780. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to engage with 
an organisation (details supplied) and the pharmaceutical industry to ensure new medicines are 
available to persons with MS; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15604/18]

17/04/2018WRNN04200853. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if his Department and the HSE are 
engaging with an organisation (details supplied) and the pharmaceutical industry to ensure new 
medicines are made available to persons with MS.  [15765/18]

17/04/2018WRNN04300858. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health his plans to engage with an 
organisation (details supplied) and the pharmaceutical industry to ensure that new medicines 
are available to persons with MS in a timely manner; the efforts he has carried out to date to 
ensure new medicines are available in a timely manner to those that need them most; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15784/18]

17/04/2018WRNN04400929. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the engagement he has 
had with an organisation (details supplied) and the pharmaceutical industry to ensure that new 
medicines are available to persons with MS; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16163/18]

17/04/2018WRNN04500935. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to address con-
cerns (details supplied) regarding MS and drug access; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16218/18]

17/04/2018WRNN04600956. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details sup-
plied) relating to persons with MS raised in correspondence; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16363/18]

17/04/2018WRNN047001001. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to engage with an 
organisation (details supplied) and the pharmaceutical industry to ensure new and effective 
medicines are available to persons with MS through a fair and sustainable system; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16627/18]

17/04/2018WRNN048001002. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason the provision of 
new and effective medicines for MS patients undergoes such a lengthy waiting period com-
pared to other European countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16628/18]
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17/04/2018WRNN049001038. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the steps that can be taken to 
speed up the process whereby patients with multiple sclerosis can gain access to life changing 
medicines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16799/18]

17/04/2018WRNN05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 735, 780, 
853, 858, 929, 935, 956, 1001, 1002 and 1038 together.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.   As Minister for 
Health, I do not have any statutory power or function in relation to the reimbursement of medi-
cines. The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reimbursement of medicines.

In line with the 2013 Act, if a company would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE 
pursuant to the Community Drugs scheme, the company must first submit an application to the 
HSE to have the new medicine added to the Reimbursement List.

As outlined in the IPHA agreement, and in line with the 2013 Act, the HSE will decide, 
within 180 days of receiving the application (or a longer period if further information is sought 
from the company), to either add the medicine to the reimbursement list or agree to reimburse 
it as a hospital medicine, or refuse to reimburse the medicine.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE, and makes recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a decision framework 
to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible. However, because 
of the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these com-
mitments are often multi-million euro investments on an on-going basis. This can lead to a 
protracted deliberation process.

I have been informed that the NCPE is currently conducting health technology assessments 
for Ocrelizumab for the treatment of adult patients with early primary progressive multiple 
sclerosis (PPMS) and for the treatment of adult patients with relapsing forms of multiple scle-
rosis (RMS).

I am keen to engage with Industry and to explore ways in which new medicines might be 
more easily introduced in Ireland.  However, any innovative approaches that may be tabled 
must be compatible with the statutory provisions which are in place and must also recognise the 
fundamental pricing/funding issues in the context of finite Exchequer resources.  

I have indicated willingness to meet with MS Ireland and my office is in contact with the 
organisation to arrange a mutually convenient date.

17/04/2018WRNN05100General Medical Services Scheme

17/04/2018WRNN05200736. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that many general practitioners’ practices particularly in the north County Dublin area 
are charging persons with medical cards or doctor visit cards for routine blood tests deemed 
clinically necessary by their general practitioners; the steps he will take to prevent this practice; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15332/18]

17/04/2018WRNN05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the current GMS con-
tract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with  ‘’all proper and necessary treatment of 
a kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience 
of a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.” 
There is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP 
visit card to be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided by their GP which are re-
quired to either assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a condition.

The HSE has advised GPs that where a blood test forms part of the investigation or neces-
sary treatment of a patient’s symptoms or conditions, this should be free of charge for patients 
who hold a medical card or GP visit card.  Notwithstanding this, I am aware that some GPs have 
begun to charge GMS patients for phlebotomy services in some circumstances.  

This is a matter of concern for me as it has long been the position, under successive Gov-
ernments, that no user charges should apply to GP services provided to GMS and GP visit card 
patients.  If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been 
incorrectly charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient may take 
the matter up with their HSE Local Health Office, who will investigate the complaint.

If the local office determines that the charge was inappropriate, it will inform the HSE Pri-
mary Care Reimbursement Service who will arrange to refund the cost of the blood test to the 
patient and recoup this amount from the GP. The local office will inform the GP of the decision 
to deduct the payment.

17/04/2018WRNN05400Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

17/04/2018WRNN05500737. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the plans in place to extend the 
FreeStyle Libre glucose monitoring system to the entire population for persons with type 1 dia-
betes on the long-term illness scheme; if no plans are in place, if the monitoring system will be 
extended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15333/18]

17/04/2018WRNN05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRNN05700Mental Health Services Data

17/04/2018WRNN05800738. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in each 
community healthcare organisation, CHO, area who were awaiting a child and adolescent men-
tal health service, CAMHS appointment in June 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15336/18]

17/04/2018WRNN05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRNN06000Mental Health Services Data
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17/04/2018WRNN06100739. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
community healthcare organisation, CHO, area who were awaiting a primary care psychology 
appointment in June 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15337/18]

17/04/2018WRNN06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRNN06300Mental Health Services Expenditure

17/04/2018WRNN06400740. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the amount of agency fees spent 
within mental health services from June 2017 to December 2017 inclusive; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15338/18]

17/04/2018WRNN06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

     Question No. 741 answered with Question No. 727.

17/04/2018WROO00300Legislative Measures

17/04/2018WROO00400742. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of pieces of legis-
lation both enacted and published by his Department which originated in work carried out by 
the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular form; the details of each 
piece of legislation in the corresponding year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15350/18]

17/04/2018WROO00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Law Reform Commission’s Report Bio-
ethics: Advance Care Directives (2009) was taken into consideration by my Department when 
developing the policy and legislative provisions relating to advance healthcare directives.  The 
legislative provisions are in Part 8 of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015.  

17/04/2018WROO00600Hospital Procedures

17/04/2018WROO00700743. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the reason a procedure for a person 
(details supplied) took much longer than usual; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15358/18]

17/04/2018WROO00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WROO00900Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WROO01000744. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for patients with 
juvenile idiopathic arthritis in Tallaght Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15359/18]
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17/04/2018WROO01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WROO01200Hospital Facilities

17/04/2018WROO01300745. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status of the laundry de-
partment in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, County Louth; the short to medium term 
plans for the department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15362/18]

17/04/2018WROO01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly.

17/04/2018WROO01500Hospital Facilities

17/04/2018WROO01600746. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed 
new 100 bed unit at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15367/18]

17/04/2018WROO01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department has asked the Health Ser-
vice Executive to provide the Deputy directly with the information requested in respect of St 
Mary’s Hospital, Drogheda.

17/04/2018WROO01800Cancer Screening Programmes

17/04/2018WROO01900747. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 226 of 28 March 2018, the future of the provision of this service at Sligo Univer-
sity Hospital beyond 2019; the reason this service has only been renewed for 12 months; the 
cost of providing this service on an annual basis; the number of women who have availed of the 
service in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018 in County Sligo since it was returned; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15370/18]

17/04/2018WROO02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE advise that, while the Saolta Hos-
pital Group have renewed the contract for one year, there is an option to renew it for a further 
12 months if the service runs efficiently over the course of this year. 

Saolta Hospital Group have also provided details on the number of women who have availed 
of the service between November 2016 and March 2018, and the cost involved.

Week Date Attend Cancellations Did Not At-
tend

Total Cost €

Week 1 November 
2016

52 1 8  €    
25,633.29 

Week 2 March 2017 76 0 13  €    
25,658.05 

Week 3 November 
2017

113 0 16  €    
24,709.30 

Week 4 March 2018 74 0 12  €    
25,463.00 
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Week Date Attend Cancellations Did Not At-
tend

Total Cost €

 Grand Total 315 1 49  €  
101,463.64 

17/04/2018WROO02100Respite Care Services Provision

17/04/2018WROO02200748. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status on the provision of 
respite care in County Louth following the recent HSE forum held to include the recommenda-
tions from key stakeholders and representatives in the area; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15376/18]

17/04/2018WROO02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates service matters, I have arranged for the question to be re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WROO02400Hospital Car Parks

17/04/2018WROO02500749. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the process of the recently an-
nounced review of hospital car park charges; the estimated date of completion and other details 
that relate to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15380/18]

17/04/2018WROO02600951. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health when the review of hospital car 
parking charges will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16298/18]

17/04/2018WROO02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 749 and 
951 together.

Last month, I requested that the HSE carry out a review of hospital car parking charges, with 
the aim of establishing clear national guidelines in this area.  The review will involve the rel-
evant stakeholders and will take account of the income generated by charges, the impact of any 
reduction in car parking income on hospital services and the views of patient advocacy groups. 
The HSE expects that the review will be completed by mid 2018.

17/04/2018WROO02800Medical Card Data

17/04/2018WROO02900750. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the fact 
that the charges imposed on medical card holders by some general practitioners for the comple-
tion of forms such as a driver licence application are not covered by the medical card; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15382/18]
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17/04/2018WROO03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The GMS GP contract stipulates that fees 
are not paid to GPs by the HSE in respect of certain medical certificates which may be required, 
for example, “under the Social Welfare Acts or for the purposes of insurance or assurance poli-
cies or for the issue of driving licences”.

Consultation fees charged by GPs outside the terms of the GMS or GP Visit Card contracts 
are a matter of private contract between clinicians and their patients. I have no role in relation 
to such fees.

There are no plans at present to include the completion of forms required for driving licence 
applications as a service to be provided to GMS patients under the GMS or GP Visit Card 
scheme.

17/04/2018WROO03100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/04/2018WROO03200751. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if the FreeStyle Libre monitor-
ing system will be made available under reimbursement to children with type 1 diabetes who 
receive insulin from an insulin pump as opposed to multiple daily injections; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15386/18]

17/04/2018WROO03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WROO03400Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/04/2018WROO03500752. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the increased accuracy and benefits of the FreeStyle Libre system; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15387/18]

17/04/2018WROO03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WROO03700Health Services Staff

17/04/2018WROO03800753. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health further to a deferred reply 
to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 444 and 452 of 27 February 2018 by the HSE (details sup-
plied), if a further breakdown of the table contained therein that identifies the number of office 
staff and the number of trained medical staff who have availed of the shorter working hours 
scheme can be provided; if the breakdown can also include the locations of each hospital by 
name rather than by region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15410/18]

17/04/2018WROO03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

17/04/2018WROO04000Medical Aids and Appliances Provision
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17/04/2018WROO04100754. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to 
access for all type 1 diabetes patients to the FreeStyle Libre device under the reimbursement 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15411/18]

17/04/2018WROO04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WROO04300Departmental Staff Grades

17/04/2018WROO04400755. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time and 
part-time staff at AP level working in his Department’s mental health unit; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15435/18]

17/04/2018WROO04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There are five Assistant Principal Officers 
working on a full time basis in my Department’s Mental Health Unit.

17/04/2018WROO04600Mental Health Services Funding

17/04/2018WROO04700756. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated to his 
Department’s mental health unit in 2017; the funding spent by the unit in 2017; the 2018 bud-
getary allocation to the unit in terms of salary and non-slary allocations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15436/18]

17/04/2018WROO04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Department of 
Health’s Mental Health Unit comprises 1 Principal Officer, 5 Assistant Principal Officers (in-
cluding one on secondment from HSE), 1 Administrative Officer, 4 Higher Executive Officers 
and an Executive Officer.  The Unit does not have a specific budget allocation as the pay costs 
of the unit are included in the Department’s overall salary expense. Salaries are paid in line with 
Civil Service Pay Policy and pay-scales, which can be found on the website: www.circulars.
gov.ie.

Non-salary expenses are paid as and when they arise and are subject to approval. The cost 
for 2017 was €114,278. The cost for the first quarter of 2018 was €7,847. These costs include 
such items as the Youth Mental Health Task Force and the Oversight Group reviewing A Vision 
For Change. There is no estimate of cost for the remaining three quarters of this year.

17/04/2018WROO04900Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WROO05000757. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the draft legislation, law or 
policy that each AP in his Department’s mental health unit has worked on during 2017 and to 
date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15437/18]

17/04/2018WROO05100758. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of days worked on 
drafting the general scheme of his Department’s new mental health legislation; the number of 
APs who have worked on this project; his views on the delayed publication of the Bill’s draft 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15438/18]

17/04/2018WROO05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 757 and 758 together.

There is one Assistant Principal Officer in my Department working full time on mental 
health legislation, assisted by one Higher Executive Officer.  In addition and following the ap-
pointment of an additional AP to the Unit, it has been possible to reallocate the workload to 
prioritise the need to progress the Units legislative requirements.

Amendments to the Mental Health Act 2001 based on the recommendations of the Expert 
Group Review of the Act in 2015 are currently being progressed.  The review contained 165 
recommendations, most relating to proposed changes to our mental health legislation.  The 
review contains recommendations relating to revised criteria for detention, revised definitions 
of mental illness and treatment, a greater role for Authorised Officers where involuntary admis-
sions are being considered, improved safeguards for involuntary admission to Approved Cen-
tres, improved safeguards for change of status from voluntary to involuntary patient and shorter 
times for Tribunal hearings.  These changes, and others, when included in revised mental health 
legislation, will further improve the protections available to involuntary patients in this country.  

Government has approved plans to proceed with the general scheme of a bill and officials 
are working on the heads of the amending bill which will legislate for the recommendations of 
the Review.  My Department and I accept the importance of advancing this work as quickly as 
possible.  It is a comprehensive legislative undertaking which must now also take account of 
the provisions of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 which was enacted after 
completion of the Expert Group Report.  I expect the text of the General Scheme of a Bill to be 
significantly progressed by Quarter 3 2018 with consultation then to take place with the Mental 
Health Commission on refining the draft text.  Once the General Scheme is completed, it will 
be forwarded to Government for approval before publication.

In addition to the drafting of the General Scheme of a Bill, the above staff have been work-
ing on the following Bills/Acts in 2017 and to date in 2018:

- Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015;

- Mental Health (Amendment) Bill 2016;

- Mental Health (Amendment) Bill 2017;

- Mental Health Parity Bill 2017;

- Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) (Amendment) Bill 2017;

- Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards under the Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 
2016; 

Staff are also required to deal with legislative proposals emanating from other Departments 
that may have an effect on Mental Health legislation.  Such Bills would include, for example:

- Guardian Ad Litem Arrangements under the Child Care Act 1991;

- Adult Safeguarding Bill 2017;

- Corporate Manslaughter Bill 2016; and

- General Data Protection Regulations Bill 2017.

17/04/2018WRPP00300Departmental Staff Grades
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17/04/2018WRPP00400759. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of staff at AP level 
working in his Department by actual numbers and whole-time equivalents; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15439/18]

17/04/2018WRPP00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The number of staff at Assistant Principal 
Officer level working in my Department at end March 2018 is detailed as follows:

GRADE HEADCOUNT Whole time equivalent 
(WTE)

Assistant Principal 108 103.13
Assistant Principal Equiva-
lent

21 20.8

TOTAL 129 123.93

17/04/2018WRPP00600Health Services Provision

17/04/2018WRPP00700760. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the Alzheimer’s 
unit located in a day centre (details supplied) in Dublin 15; his views on concerns that the HSE 
is planning to cut funds for staff working in the unit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15445/18]

17/04/2018WRPP00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRPP00900Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

17/04/2018WRPP01000761. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address issues 
with regard to the fair deal scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15455/18]

17/04/2018WRPP01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

The Report of the NHSS Review published in 2015 identified a number of issues for more 
detailed consideration, including a review of pricing mechanism by the NTPF, with a view to:

- Ensuring value for money and economy, with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and the State and administrative burden for providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism so that existing and potential inves-
tors can make as informed decisions as possible; and

- Ensuring that there is adequate residential capacity for those residents with more complex 
needs.

A Steering Committee has been established to oversee this review which is chaired by the 
NTPF and includes representatives from my Department and the Department of Public Expen-
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diture and Reform.  The NTPF has responsibility for the development of this report, although 
Department Officials continue to engage with the NTPF regarding the review.  The most recent 
update from the NTPF is that the report will be finalised and ready for review in the first half 
of 2018.

With regard to the Deputy’s question on plans to introduce an independent appeal mecha-
nism within the NHSS to provide third party recourse for nursing home providers that cannot 
agree a fee with the NTPF, I cannot nor would I wish to, prejudge the outcomes of the NTPF 
pricing mechanism review.  However I welcome the work to date and look forward to the NTPF 
concluding the review later this year.

In relation to variations in the cost of care for public and private nursing homes it is ac-
knowledged that public nursing homes have, in general, a higher cost of care.  It is understood 
that a number of factors contribute to this, such as higher dependency levels of clients requir-
ing a higher staff skill mix, environmental implications for staffing levels and the geographical 
provision of residential placements.  That said, there is a need to undertake a deeper analysis of 
the factors driving the higher costs of care in public units.  This is why the 2015 Review of the 
Nursing Homes Support Scheme identified the need for a Value for Money and Policy (VFM) 
review of the cost differentials in public and private/voluntary residential facilities.  My Depart-
ment will be working on this VFM throughout the year. 

17/04/2018WRPP01200Hospital Services

17/04/2018WRPP01300762. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when the consultation process be-
ing conducted by his Department in respect of the delivery of clinical services at the Midlands 
Regional Hospital, Portlaoise, will commence; the person chairing this process; when meetings 
with local clinicians and the community will take place; the timeline for the conclusion of this 
process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15462/18]

17/04/2018WRPP01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It remains the case, as outlined at my meet-
ing with you and the other Laois Oireachtas members in December 2017, that no decision has 
been made yet on the draft Action Plan for Portlaoise Hospital.  I have asked my Department to 
conduct a consultation process in this regard involving local clinicians and the community and 
this is currently under consideration.

17/04/2018WRPP01500General Practitioner Services Provision

17/04/2018WRPP01600763. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health his views on the lack of general 
practitioners here with particular reference to the lack of same in the Fingal area of County 
Dublin; and the strategies in place to ensure an adequate number of general practitioners is 
available in Fingal and throughout the State. [15468/18]

17/04/2018WRPP01700764. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of general practi-
tioner practices in the Fingal area of County Dublin; the number of these practices that are not 
accepting new patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15470/18]

17/04/2018WRPP01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 763 and 
764 together.

The Government is committed to delivering more non-acute care within the primary care 
sector, so that better care closer to home can be provided for communities around the country.
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GPs play an important role in the primary care system.  The number of GPs on the specialist 
register continues to increase – up from 2,270 in 2010 to 3,637 in 2017 and there are now 2,485 
GPs contracted to the HSE under the GMS scheme compared to 2,098 in 2008.  It should be 
noted that as of 1 March there were only 23 GMS panels that do not have a permanent GP in 
place – a vacancy rate of less than 1%. 

The Government is committed to increasing GP capacity to ensure that patients across the 
country continue to have access to GP services and that general practice is sustainable in all 
areas into the future.  Efforts undertaken in recent years to increase the number of practising 
GPs include changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommodate more flexible/
shared GMS/GP contracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the GMS scheme, 
allowing GPs to hold GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday, as well as the introduction of an 
enhanced supports package for rural GP practices.

In addition, the Government has also taken steps to expand GP training.  In 2009, there were 
120 GP training places.  This year there are over 190 GP training places available for the 2018 
GP training intake.  The Government is committed to further increasing this number to 259 
places annually in future years. 

It is generally accepted that there is a need to modernise the current GMS contract and en-
sure that general practice benefits patients while providing for a viable and rewarding career for 
current and future GPs.  The aim is to develop a contract which has a population health focus, 
providing in particular for health promotion and disease prevention and for the structured ongo-
ing care of chronic conditions. 

Engagement with GP representatives on contractual issues will commence in the coming 
weeks.  It is important that any new contract will result in service improvements across general 
practice benefitting both patients and GPs.

In relation to the Deputy’s specific questions about general practice services in the Fingal 
area, as these relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRPP02000Palliative Care Services Provision

17/04/2018WRPP02100765. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health if palliative care in the home 
will be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15475/18]

17/04/2018WRPP02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRPP02300Medicinal Products Reimbursement

17/04/2018WRPP02400766. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to reduce the 
lead-in time for reimbursement of a new medicine by the HSE in order to ensure speedy access 
to new and effective treatments through a fair and sustainable system for persons who need 
them. [15476/18]

17/04/2018WRPP02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
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Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reim-
bursement of medicines.

The 2013 Act does not give the Minister for Health any powers in this regard.  The HSE 
does not require approval or consent from the Minister or Government when making a reim-
bursement decision.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE, and makes recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions.  The NCPE uses a decision framework 
to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

As outlined in the IPHA agreement, and in line with the 2013 Act, the HSE will decide, 
within 180 days of receiving the application (or a longer period if further information is sought 
from the company), to either add the medicine to the reimbursement list or agree to reimburse 
it as a hospital medicine, or refuse to reimburse the medicine.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible.  However, because 
of the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these com-
mitments are often multi-million euro investments on an ongoing basis.  This can lead to a 
protracted deliberation process.

When the decision is taken not to reimburse a medicine, there is an extension in this time-
line.  This is due to the requirement of the HSE to issue a “notice of proposal”, and to allow 
28 days for manufacturers to make representations to reconsider their decision.  The HSE must 
then consider those representations and make a formal decision.

I am keen to engage with Industry and to explore ways in which new medicines might be 
more easily introduced in Ireland.  However, any innovative approaches that may be tabled 
must be compatible with the statutory provisions which are in place and must also recognise the 
fundamental pricing/funding issues in the context of finite Exchequer resources. 

17/04/2018WRPP02600Nursing Homes Support Scheme

17/04/2018WRPP02700767. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if he will address issues in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15491/18]

17/04/2018WRPP02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Participants in the 
Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) contribute up to 80% of their assessable income and a 
maximum of 7.5% per annum of the value of assets held.  In the case of a couple, the applicant’s 
means are assessed as 50% of the couple’s combined income and assets.  The first €36,000 of 
an individual’s assets, or €72,000 in the case of a couple, is not counted at all in the financial 
assessment.  The capital value of an individual’s principal private residence is only included in 
the financial assessment for the first three years of their time in care.  This is known as the three 
year cap.

The following safeguards for participants to the scheme apply: 

- In the case of a couple, the applicant’s means are assessed as 50% of the couple’s com-
bined income and assets.
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- The principal private residence is only assessed for a maximum of three years;

- The first €36k of an individual’s assets, or €72k of a couple’s assets, is not included in the 
financial assessment.

- An applicant will keep at least 20% of his/her income or of the non-Contributory State 
Pension, whichever is the greater.  If both members of a couple are in nursing home care, they 
each retain 20% of the relevant income figure.

- No one pays more than the actual cost of their care.

- Eligibility for other Schemes (Medical Card etc) is unaffected by participation in the NHSS.

Certain payments, termed allowable deductions can be taken into account during the fi-
nancial assessment stage of the application process.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to 
request any such deductions and to provide the information that the HSE will require in order 
to permit a deduction.

Allowable deductions include health expenses, interest on loans related to the principal resi-
dence and rent if the participant lives in rented accommodation.  When determining income, the 
following deductions apply: 

1: Income tax, social insurance contributions and statutory levies shall be deducted (net of 
allowances, reliefs and exemptions which the applicant or any other person might be entitled 
to claim) 

2: Where an applicant owns their principal residence, either (a) interest on borrowings or (b) 
borrowings incurred to the extent that such amount has not been repaid, for the purchase, repair 
or improvement of the principal residence shall be deducted.  Where an individual chooses to 
avail of (b), he or she cannot also seek to offset the same mortgage against the value of the asset 
concerned.

 Where an applicant is a tenant, rental payments in respect of the residence shall be deducted 
where the applicant’s spouse/partner or a child under 21 of the couple lives in the residence.  
Deductions in respect of interest on borrowings/unpaid borrowings and in respect of rent are 
mutually exclusive and may not both be made in respect of the same applicant.  These allow-
able deductions should allow for any relief from income tax which may be claimed in respect 
of such payments. 

3: Health expenses within the meaning of section 469 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 
shall be deducted, excluding contributions payable under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme, 
but such deductions shall be net of any tax relief claimed by the applicant or their spouse or 
relative. 

17/04/2018WRPP02900Abortion Services Provision

17/04/2018WRPP03000768. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if he has had discussions with 
the representative organisations representing general practitioners regarding his proposal to de-
liver a general practitioner led abortion service up to 12 weeks of gestation; if they have agreed 
in principle to provide this service; the funding and staffing implications of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15558/18]

17/04/2018WRPP03100769. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the estimated increase in the 
number of abortions that will take place here if the Bill on terminations of pregnancy, the out-
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line of which he published recently, in conjunction with the proposal to replace the 8th Amend-
ment is passed; if these will take place in registered maternity hospitals or in specially provided 
facilities; if he has met with all the representative bodies of obstetricians and gynaecologists, 
midwives and other staff who will be involved in such procedures to discuss the implications of 
this proposed legislation; the examination that has taken place on this proposal with regard to 
staffing and financial implications; if the impact of this proposal on other services in maternity 
hospitals has been examined; if so, the conclusions of this examination; if a regulatory impact 
analysis of the proposal has been carried out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15559/18]

17/04/2018WRPP03200770. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if his Department has examined 
the jurisdictions around the world that provide a general practitioner led abortion service in 
early pregnancy; if so, the names of these jurisdictions; the conclusions of such an examina-
tion in respect of the cost and staffing implications of same; the number of practices in each 
jurisdiction that provide the service as a proportion of the total number of general practitioner 
practices; if there is a regional disparity in these jurisdictions in the availability of the service; 
if an ultrasound examination is mandatory in all or some jurisdictions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15560/18]

17/04/2018WRPP03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 768 to 770, 
inclusive, together.

The Thirty-sixth Amendment of the Constitution Bill 2018 completed all stages in the Hous-
es of the Oireachtas on Wednesday 28th March 2018. 

The Minister for Housing Planning and Local Government has made a Polling Day Order 
for a referendum to be held on Friday 25th May 2018.   

On Polling Day, the people will be asked to vote on whether they agree or disagree with the 
proposal to delete Article 40.3.3 in its entirety, and to substitute an article in the Constitution, 
the object and effect of which would be to articulate clearly the principle that laws may be en-
acted by the Oireachtas to provide for the regulation of termination of pregnancy. 

In the event that the proposed Referendum on Article 40.3.3 is passed by the people, the 
Government would seek to give effect to legislation regulating the termination of pregnancy 
in Ireland.  In such circumstances, the Department of Health would, in considering any such 
legislation, consult with representative bodies of all relevant medical practitioners on the de-
tails of the legislative proposals and possible service implications, as is the usually the case in 
developing legislation.

17/04/2018WRPP03600Liostaí Feithimh Ospidéal

17/04/2018WRPP03700771. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den Aire Sláinte cad é an t-am feithimh le 
haghaidh coinne ag clinic cluas, sróine agus scornaí na n-othar seachtrach in Ospidéal an Ma-
ter. [15576/18]

17/04/2018WRPP03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Maidir leis an gceist áirithe curtha, ó tharla 
gur ábhar seirbhíse atá i gceist, tá iarrtha agam ar an FSS freagra a sheoladh to díreach go dtí 
an Teachta.  

17/04/2018WRPP03900Hospital Waiting Lists
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17/04/2018WRPP04000772. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if treatment will be provided for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15578/18]

17/04/2018WRPP04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRPP04200Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRPP04300773. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15579/18]

17/04/2018WRPP04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRPP04500Hospital Facilities

17/04/2018WRPP04600774. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if his Department or the HSE 
has received an application to provide a modular catheterisation laboratory at WRH; his plans 
to provide funding for such a facility while a decision is being made on a permanent solution; 
the timeframe for a decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15584/18]

17/04/2018WRPP04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following an independent review of the 
need for a second cath lab in University Hospital Waterford (UHW), the Herity report conclud-
ed that the needs of the effective catchment population for Waterford University Hospital could 
be accommodated within a single cath lab.  Funding has been provided to support extension 
of the existing cath lab operating hours to 12 weekly sessions per week, or by 20%, as recom-
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mended in the Herity Report.  Recruitment efforts to support this service extension are ongoing. 

A mobile cath lab was deployed in October 2017 for an initial period of 20 weeks and 
this was extended in February for another 10 weeks to allow further time for the recruitment 
effort.  A modular cath lab has also been proposed, as an interim solution pending the outcome 
of the National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services, and my Department is currently examin-
ing this proposal. 

The aim of the National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services is to achieve optimal patient 
outcomes at population level with particular emphasis on the safety, quality and sustainability 
of the services that patients receive by establishing the need for an optimal configuration of a 
national adult cardiac service.  In terms of scope, the National Review will cover scheduled 
and unscheduled hospital-based services for the diagnosis and treatment of cardiac disease in 
adults.  The Steering Group for the review held its first meeting on 31 January last.

17/04/2018WRQQ00200Health Services

17/04/2018WRQQ00300775. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his plans to resolve the is-
sues raised by the family of a person (details supplied) regarding the care of the person and the 
high level of medication the person is taking; if a second opinion on the person’s care will be 
provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15585/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRQQ00500Pharmacy Services

17/04/2018WRQQ00600776. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health the reason pharmacists are 
obliged to ask patients to return weekly to collect regular medication when it is deemed neces-
sary for safety and compliance reasons to have their medication blisters packed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15586/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRQQ00800Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRQQ00900777. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a hospital appointment. [15593/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual. 

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
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developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRQQ01100Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRQQ01200778. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be called for an appointment at University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15594/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRQQ01400Medicinal Products Prices

17/04/2018WRQQ01500779. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his views on a difference which 
exists in the cost of medications purchased on prescription through the drug payment scheme 
and the same medication purchased over the counter (details supplied); if this is a widespread 
practice; the percentage of drugs affected by a disparity in pricing; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15603/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 780 answered with Question No. 735.

17/04/2018WRQQ01800Health Services

17/04/2018WRQQ01900781. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce an informa-
tion campaign on the contribution calcification testing could play in reducing the incidence of 
heart attacks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15605/18]



Questions - Written Answers

392

17/04/2018WRQQ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this P.Q. relates to a service issue, it has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for a direct reply.

17/04/2018WRQQ02100Cannabis for Medicinal Use

17/04/2018WRQQ02200782. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide cannabis-
based medicine for epilepsy under the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15606/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department and HSE officials are cur-
rently considering funding and access proposals for cannabis-based products for medicinal use, 
including work to establish a reliable and affordable quality controlled cannabis product supply 
for the Irish market.

17/04/2018WRQQ02400Hospital Appointments Administration

17/04/2018WRQQ02500783. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
failed to attend new and review hospital appointments in 2017, by hospital; if this was an in-
crease or decrease in numbers from 2016 in both numbers and percentage terms; the cost of 
these non-attendances in 2017, by hospital; if this was an increase or decrease in amounts from 
2016; the way in which this figure was arrived at; and the regional, county or other locational 
breakdown of non-attendees for both new and review appointments for 2017. [15609/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRQQ02700Health Services Funding

17/04/2018WRQQ02800784. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the approved annual budget 
of Cavan-Monaghan HSE and Meath-Louth HSE; and the amount spent by Cavan-Monaghan 
HSE and Meath-Louth HSE on transport for patient appointments. [15610/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRQQ03000Hospital Consultant Recruitment

17/04/2018WRQQ03100785. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that decades of underinvestment in neurological services has resulted in Ireland having 
the lowest ratio of consultant neurologists per head of population in the developed world and 
that while Ireland should have one neurologist for every 72,000 persons this is exceeded in each 
hospital group; his plans to address same; and the timeframe to achieve a one to 72,000 ratio of 
neurologists to population. [15615/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Model of Care for Neurology was 
launched by the Director General of the HSE in late 2016.  This was developed by the HSE’s 
National Clinical Programme for Neurology in collaboration with consultants, nurses, health 
and social care professionals and patient support groups.  It aims to address the need for strate-
gic development of neurology services in the provision of better care for these patients. 
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In relation to the particular queries raised, as these are service matters, I have asked the HSE 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRQQ03300Services for People with Disabilities

17/04/2018WRQQ03400786. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to create multidisciplinary 
centres to help in the management of neurological conditions such as Huntington’s disease and 
advanced Alzheimer’s; and the timeframe for same. [15616/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRQQ03600Hospital Services

17/04/2018WRQQ03700787. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 517 of 20 March 2018, the current position with the development of the neurolink service 
at St. Vincent’s University Hospital. [15617/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the matter relates to a service issue it has 
been referred to the HSE for a direct response.

17/04/2018WRQQ03900Hospital Services

17/04/2018WRQQ04000788. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 517 of 20 March 2018, the stage of development of condition-specific OPD clinics; the 
geographical spread of the clinics; and the number of hospitals currently offering condition-
specific OPD clinics. [15618/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly.

17/04/2018WRQQ04200Health Services Provision

17/04/2018WRQQ04300789. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 517 of 20 March 2018, the stage the development of nurse-led clinics is at; the geographical 
spread of the clinics; and the number of hospitals currently offering nurse-led clinics. [15619/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly.
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17/04/2018WRQQ04500Health Services Provision

17/04/2018WRQQ04600790. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the medical supports and services 
in place for MS sufferers here; the medications included on the long-term illness scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15623/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The particu-
lar issues raised by the Deputy are service matters for the Health Service Executive (HSE).  
Accordingly, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the 
Deputy.

17/04/2018WRQQ04800National Cardiovascular Health Policy 2010-2019

17/04/2018WRQQ04900791. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the progress made in implement-
ing the recommendations of the National Cardiovascular Health Policy 2010–2019, in tabular 
form. [15626/18]

17/04/2018WRQQ05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this PQ relates to approximately 70 rec-
ommendations, dealing with all aspects of cardiovascular care comprehended by the 2010-2019 
Policy and involving a range of organisations, my Department will provide the deputy with a 
comprehensive report in tabular format within 2 weeks.

17/04/2018WRRR00200Health Services Funding

17/04/2018WRRR00300792. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the funding provided in each year 
since 2010 for the implementation of the national cardiovascular health policy, in tabular form. 
[15627/18]

17/04/2018WRRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The annual Health Estimates are negotiated 
taking account of the cost to maintain existing services, in addition to developing new services 
in line with Government priorities. Following this process, the HSE is provided with an ap-
proved level of funding to meet its existing requirements and any policy developments as set 
out by the Department of Health (which would include the Cardiovascular strategy). On receipt 
of this approval, the HSE prepares its National Service Plan, setting out the quantum of services 
to be delivered within the available resources. 

As the Cardiovascular strategy includes a spectrum of services across a range of operational 
areas, we are referring this P.Q. to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/04/2018WRRR00500Hospital Services

17/04/2018WRRR00600793. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the hospitals providing cardiac 
rehabilitation, in tabular form. [15628/18]

17/04/2018WRRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

17/04/2018WRRR00800Hospital Staff
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17/04/2018WRRR00900794. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if all hospital cardiac units have 
positions (details supplied); and if not, the positions unfilled in each hospital cardiac unit, in 
tabular form. [15629/18]

17/04/2018WRRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

17/04/2018WRRR01100Hospital Services

17/04/2018WRRR01200795. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of cataract treatment for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15632/18]

17/04/2018WRRR01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRRR01400Hospitals Building Programme

17/04/2018WRRR01500796. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the status of the dedicated 
cystic fibrosis unit at Beaumont Hospital; when this unit will be completed and fully opera-
tional; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15635/18]

17/04/2018WRRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for Partnership Govern-
ment contains a Government commitment regarding the development of a dedicated Cystic Fi-
brosis (CF) Unit in Beaumont Hospital, to be progressed in the context of a CF Model of Care.

This CF Unit capital project will thus be underpinned by the “Model of Care for People 
with Cystic Fibrosis in Ireland” which is being developed by the National Clinical Programme 
for Cystic Fibrosis (NCPCF). The Model of Care will set out standards and requirements for 
the physical and human resources to be provided for treatment of cystic fibrosis patients from 
a national perspective. 

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform governs the processes surrounding the 
development of healthcare projects by way of guidelines, principally the Public Spending Code. 
Further rigour is demanded by, and set out in, relevant EU Directives. All proposed projects 
must be submitted to the HSE’s Capital and Property Steering Committee for approval and 
prioritisation prior to inclusion in its multi-annual Capital Plans. In terms of the progression of 
the CF Unit capital project I am happy to confirm that it has been included in the National Plan-
ning Framework under Project Ireland 2040, as well as being recommended for inclusion in the 
capital plan by the HSE National Capital Steering Committee.
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17/04/2018WRRR01700Proposed Legislation

17/04/2018WRRR01800797. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health when the Human Body 
Organs and Human Tissue Bill 2008 will be progressed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15636/18]

17/04/2018WRRR01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government approved the preparation 
of a General Scheme and Heads of a Human Tissue Bill last year.  The proposed legislation will 
include provisions on:

- organ donation and transplantation;

- an opt-out register for organ donation;

- post-mortem practices;

- anatomical examination/medical education and training; and

- public display of bodies after death. 

Work on drafting the General Scheme is progressing and it is proposed to seek Government 
approval to publish the General Scheme shortly.

17/04/2018WRRR02000Hospital Services

17/04/2018WRRR02100798. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health when the seven pre and 
post transplant rooms in the Mater hospital will be operational and fully staffed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15637/18]

17/04/2018WRRR02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s questions relate to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

17/04/2018WRRR02300Hospital Appointments Delays

17/04/2018WRRR02400799. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that a person (details supplied) is waiting for an operation; the reason for the 
delay in a hospital appointment; if the person will be scheduled for same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15640/18]

17/04/2018WRRR02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRRR02600Maternity Services

17/04/2018WRRR02700800. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the recommendations that have 
been fully implemented and yet to be fully implemented, respectively, of the total of 33 rec-
ommendations that were made in three separate reviews into the death of a person (details 
supplied) by the HSE, HIQA and the Coroner’s inquest in Galway University Hospital and all 
other maternity hospitals; and his views on whether he is undermining the reasons for the HSE’s 
unreserved apology, the grounds of a person’s case against the HSE, the disciplining of Galway 
University Hospital staff, the 33 recommendations and the out of court settlement in view of 
the fact that his views and statements on the 8th amendment are incongruous with the above 
actions [15642/18]

17/04/2018WRRR02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service  Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

However, I am pleased to advise progress has been made in many areas of the maternity 
services which encompass these recommendations.

 Progress to date

Ireland’s first National Maternity Strategy, ‘Creating A Better Future Together, 2016 – 2026’ 
was published in January 2016 and delivered on a recommendation in the HIQA (Galway-
Savita Halappanavar) Report to develop a Strategy to implement standard, consistent models 
for the delivery of a national maternity service that reflects best available evidence.  Indeed, 
the Strategy aims to ensure that appropriate care pathways are in place in order that mothers, 
babies and families get the right care, at the right time, by the right team and in the right place.  
It is currently being implemented on a phased basis by the National Women and Infants’ Health 
Programme, which has been established within the HSE to lead the management, organisation 
and delivery of maternity, gynaecological and neonatal services across primary, community and 
acute care.  In 2017, the Programme launched a detailed implementation plan for the Strategy, 
for which, this year, the Government has provided an additional €4.15m development funding.

Since 2016 each maternity unit publishes a Maternity Patient Safety Statement (MPSS).  The 
monthly publication of the MPSS is a significant milestone in terms of openness and transpar-
ency. It will be a core element of clinical governance arrangements and as such is a critical step 
in improving patient safety. 

I have endorsed and mandated full implementation of the following National Clinical Guide-
lines through the National Clinical Effectiveness Committee (NCEC);

- National Early Warning Score (NEWS) - February 2013.

-  Irish Maternity Early Warning System (IMEWS) -  November 2014

-  Clinical Handover in Maternity Services - November 2014

-  Sepsis Management  - November 2014

-  Clinical Handover in Acute and Children’s Hospital Services - November 2015

It should be noted that a further Maternity Guideline with the working title “Risk in Preg-
nancy” is in development. 
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In addition, HIQA published National Standards for Safer Better Maternity Services in Jan-
uary 2016 and HIQA intends to commence a monitoring process against these standards shortly.

As Minister for Health it would be inappropriate of me to comment on an individual court 
case.

17/04/2018WRRR02900Health and Social Care Professionals Registration Boards

17/04/2018WRRR03000801. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 1077 of 11 September 2017, the status of the establishment of a registration board for 
regulation of counsellors and psychotherapists; the status of the drafting of by-laws to estab-
lish a register of members of the professions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15643/18]

17/04/2018WRRR03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Further to Parliamentary Question 37780/17, 
the Joint Committee on Health met on 7 March, 2018 to consider the regulations to designate 
the professions of counsellor and psychotherapist and establish the registration board under the 
Health and Social Care Professionals Act, 2005.

These regulations were subsequently approved by both houses of the Oireachtas on 22 
March 2018 and will be signed by me later this month. 

The next steps include the appointment of the 13 members of the Counsellors and Psycho-
therapists Registration Board by way of an advertisement campaign by the Public Appointments 
Service and the submission by the service of suitable candidates for my consideration. The reg-
istration board, once appointed later this year will undertake an extensive programme of work 
including the drafting of the various bye-laws to allow it to establish its registers.

17/04/2018WRRR03200Hospital Services

17/04/2018WRRR03300802. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parlimanetary Ques-
tion No. 453 of 30 May 2017, if autologous haematopoietic stem cell transplantation treatment 
for multiple sclerosis will be made available here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15648/18]

17/04/2018WRRR03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this P.Q. relates to a service matter it has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for a direct reply

17/04/2018WRRR03500Hospital Services

17/04/2018WRRR03600803. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the details of all services pro-
vided at Portiuncula hospital, Ballinasloe. [15661/18]

17/04/2018WRRR03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

17/04/2018WRRR03800Hospital Staff Data

17/04/2018WRRR03900804. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons em-
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ployed at Portiuncula hospital, Ballinasloe. [15662/18]

17/04/2018WRRR04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

17/04/2018WRRR04050Hospital Staff Data

17/04/2018WRRR04100805. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses based in 
Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe [15663/18]

17/04/2018WRRR04150807. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of suicide crisis 
assessment nurses based in Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe [15665/18]

17/04/2018WRRR04175Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 805 and 
807 together.

As this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

17/04/2018WRRR04200Hospital Staff Data

17/04/2018WRRR04300806. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of midwives based 
in Portiuncula hospital, Ballinasloe. [15664/18]

17/04/2018WRRR04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

Question No. 807 answered with Question No. 805.

17/04/2018WRRR04900Emergency Departments Data

17/04/2018WRRR05000808. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency 
department attendances in each of the years 2009 to 2017, and to date in 2018, at Portiuncula 
hospital, Ballinasloe. [15666/18]

17/04/2018WRRR05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government has provided an additional 
€30 million in 2017 and €40 million in 2018 for measures to alleviate the additional pressure 
our Emergency Departments face this winter.  

Over 190 additional beds have been opened this winter including in Beaumont, St. James, 
Our Lady of Lourdes Drogheda, Limerick and Galway. In additional €25 million of this fund-
ing was allocated for social care measures, including Transitional Care Beds and Home Care 
Packages, to support patients to leave hospital and move back home, or to a community setting, 
when clinically appropriate. 

In relation to the specific question asked, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS00200Hospital Beds Data

17/04/2018WRSS00300809. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient beds 
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at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe in each of the years 2009 to 2017 and to date in 2018. 
[15667/18]

17/04/2018WRSS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

17/04/2018WRSS00500Emergency Departments Data

17/04/2018WRSS00600810. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients on 
hospital trolleys in each of the years 2009 to 2017 and to date in 2018 at Portiuncula Hospital, 
Ballinasloe. [15668/18]

17/04/2018WRSS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS00800Hospital Appointments Administration

17/04/2018WRSS00900811. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of outpatient 
hospital cancellations at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018. 
[15669/18]

17/04/2018WRSS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS01100Hospitals Data

17/04/2018WRSS01200812. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the spending on agency staff at 
Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe in each of the years 2009 to 2017. [15670/18]

17/04/2018WRSS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

17/04/2018WRSS01400Hospital Transfers

17/04/2018WRSS01500813. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients out-
sourced from Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe to other hospitals in each of the years 2009 to 
2017; the speciality concerned in each case; and the private facility cases that were assigned. 
[15671/18]

17/04/2018WRSS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS01700Hospitals Expenditure

17/04/2018WRSS01800814. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the annual operational spend at 
Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe in each of the years 2009 to 2017. [15672/18]

17/04/2018WRSS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
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HSE to respond to you directly.

17/04/2018WRSS02000Hospitals Expenditure

17/04/2018WRSS02100815. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the annual capital spend at 
Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe in each of the years 2009 to 2017. [15673/18]

17/04/2018WRSS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

17/04/2018WRSS02300Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRSS02400816. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients waiting 
up to three months for a CT scan at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe in each of the years 2015 
to 2017. [15674/18]

17/04/2018WRSS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS02600Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRSS02700817. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients waiting 
up to three months for a MRI scan at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe in each of the years 2015 
to 2017. [15675/18]

17/04/2018WRSS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS02900Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRSS03000818. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients waiting 
up to three months for an appointment with the ENT clinic at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe 
in each of the years 2015 to 2017. [15676/18]

17/04/2018WRSS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS03200Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRSS03300819. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients waiting 
up to three months for occupational therapy at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe in each of the 
years 2015 to 2017. [15677/18]

17/04/2018WRSS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS03500Hospital Waiting Lists Data
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17/04/2018WRSS03600820. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients waiting 
up to three months for physiotherapy at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe in each of the years 
2015 to 2017. [15678/18]

17/04/2018WRSS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS03800Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRSS03900821. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for occupational therapy at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe. [15679/18]

17/04/2018WRSS04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for hospital proce-
dures is a key priority of this Government. 

In Budget 2018 a total of €55 million was allocated to the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) to improve access and reducing waiting time for inpatient and day-case procedures. 

In relation to this particular query, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to re-
spond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS04100Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRSS04200822. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list at the radiology department at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe. [15680/18]

17/04/2018WRSS04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS04400Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRSS04500823. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for physiotherapy at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe. [15681/18]

17/04/2018WRSS04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS04700Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRSS04800824. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of procedures can-
celled and subsequently rescheduled for Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe in each of the years 
2009 to 2017. [15682/18]

17/04/2018WRSS04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRSS05000Hospital Waiting Lists Data
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17/04/2018WRSS05100825. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients that 
have had their appointment cancelled on more than one occasion for Portiuncula Hospital, Bal-
linasloe in each of the years 2009 to 2017. [15683/18]

17/04/2018WRSS05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRTT00200Hospitals Data

17/04/2018WRTT00300826. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of procedures can-
celled in which a patient did not attend for Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County Galway, 
in each of the years 2009 to 2017. [15684/18]

17/04/2018WRTT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRTT00500Hospital Appointments Administration

17/04/2018WRTT00600827. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if a text alert system to remind 
patients of their upcoming appointment is in place at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County 
Galway. [15685/18]

17/04/2018WRTT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRTT00800Hospitals Data

17/04/2018WRTT00900828. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of theatres and 
operational theatres at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County Galway, in each of the years 
2009 to 2017. [15686/18]

17/04/2018WRTT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

17/04/2018WRTT01100Hospital Facilities

17/04/2018WRTT01200829. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of all theatres at Por-
tiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County Galway. [15687/18]

17/04/2018WRTT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

17/04/2018WRTT01400Patient Data

17/04/2018WRTT01500830. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons placed 
in nursing homes who were patients at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County Galway, in 
each of the years 2015 to 2017. [15688/18]
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17/04/2018WRTT01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, I have asked the HSE to reply to you directly. 

17/04/2018WRTT01700Hospital Procedures

17/04/2018WRTT01800831. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of radiology ex-
aminations and procedures carried out at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County Galway, in 
each of the years 2011 to 2017. [15689/18]

17/04/2018WRTT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRTT02000Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRTT02100832. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on out-
patient waiting lists at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County Galway; and the procedure 
and associated waiting times involved. [15690/18]

17/04/2018WRTT02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRTT02300Hospital Car Parks

17/04/2018WRTT02400833. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the amount of money collected 
through parking charges at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County Galway, in each of the 
years 2015 to 2017. [15691/18]

17/04/2018WRTT02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

17/04/2018WRTT02600Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRTT02700834. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the average waiting times for 
scans at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County Galway, in 2017. [15692/18]

17/04/2018WRTT02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRTT02900Health Care Professionals

17/04/2018WRTT03000835. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if members of an association (de-
tails supplied) are recognised to gain employment with the HSE; if not, the reason therefore; 
if they will be recognised once regulation of the profession is in place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15693/18]

17/04/2018WRTT03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I have asked the HSE 
to respond to you directly on this matter.
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17/04/2018WRTT03200Hospital Staff Data

17/04/2018WRTT03300836. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of staff on sick leave at 
University Hospital Kerry; the amount it is costing to agency backfill as a consequence of this 
leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15698/18]

17/04/2018WRTT03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRTT03500Hospital Staff Data

17/04/2018WRTT03600837. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of health professionals 
who have left their posts at University Hospital Kerry in the past two years; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15699/18]

17/04/2018WRTT03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRTT03800Hospital Staff Data

17/04/2018WRTT03900838. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of clinical staff on the 
ground across all departments, that is, speech and language and physiotherapy at University 
Hospital Kerry by number and department in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15700/18]

17/04/2018WRTT04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRTT04100Hospital Staff Data

17/04/2018WRTT04200839. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies that exist 
for clinical staff posts at University Hospital Kerry by numbers and posts in each department in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15703/18]

17/04/2018WRTT04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRTT04400Patient Data

17/04/2018WRTT04500840. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons regis-
tered with coronary arterial disease and peripheral arterial disease around the country; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15704/18]

17/04/2018WRTT04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRTT04700Patient Data
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17/04/2018WRTT04800841. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons regis-
tered with coronary arterial disease and heart failure around the country; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15705/18]

17/04/2018WRTT04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRTT05000Patient Data

17/04/2018WRTT05100842. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons regis-
tered with coronary arterial disease and moderate renal impairment around the country; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15706/18]

17/04/2018WRTT05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRUU00200Patient Data

17/04/2018WRUU00300843. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons regis-
tered with a history of myocardial infarction and moderate renal impairment around the coun-
try; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15707/18]

17/04/2018WRUU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.  

17/04/2018WRUU00500General Practitioner Data

17/04/2018WRUU00600844. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the amount a general practi-
tioner receives per annum for each category of a general practitioner card; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15710/18]

17/04/2018WRUU00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the current General Medical Services 
(GMS) and GP Visit Card contracts, General Practitioners are reimbursed for a range of ser-
vices they provide to medical card and GP visit card holders.  GPs are remunerated for these 
services primarily on a capitation basis, with a range of additional support payments and fees 
for specific items of service.  GPs are also remunerated for services they provide on behalf of 
the HSE under other public health schemes, such as the Maternity and Infant Care Scheme, 
Primary Childhood Immunisation Scheme, etc.

The annual capitation rate payable for each person who holds a medical card or GP visit 
card on a GP’s panel vary depending on a patient’s age and gender.  An annual supplementary 
out of hours fee is also payable for each patient on a GP’s panel. The current capitation rates 
are set out as follows.

GMS Scheme: Annual Capitation Rates Payable to Gps 

Age Male Female
0-5 €125 €125
6-15 €43.29 €43.79
16-44 €55.26 €90.37
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Age Male Female
45-64 €110.38 €121.29
65-69 €116.28 €129.72
70 and over residing in the 
community

€271.62 €271.62

70 and over residing in a pri-
vate nursing home approved 
by the   HSE for continuous 
periods in excess of 5 weeks

€434.15 €434.15

Supplementary out of hours 
fee

€3.64 €3.64

Other GP fees payable under the GMS scheme include payments for consultations which 
take place outside routine surgery hours and fees for certain Special Items of Service provided 
by GPs (e.g. suturing, ECG tests, nebuliser treatment) which are provided on a fee for service 
basis.  Participating GPs also receive payments under the Diabetes Cycle of Care, the Asthma 
Cycle of Care for children under 6 and for providing dispensing services to patients in rural 
areas.

GP allowances available under the GMS scheme include contributions towards the employ-
ment of practice staff, contributions towards locum expenses to cover periods of leave, contri-
butions towards medical indemnity insurance premiums and support payments for rural GPs 
who qualify under the Rural Practice Support Framework.

The HSE also makes a contribution to a superannuation fund for GPs. In 2016, the total su-
perannuation contributions made for all GMS GPs amounted to just over €29 million.

Further detail on the fees and allowances payable to GPs is available on pages 54 - 57 of 
the PCRS Statistical Analysis of Claims and Payments 2016 Report, which is available at the 
following website: hse.ie/eng/staff/pcrs/pcrs-publications/pcrs-annual-report-20161.pdf.  This 
report also contains details of the payments made to GPs during 2016, a summary of which is 
set out as follows.

GMS Scheme: Payments to GPs 2016

FEES  - Capitation €275,547,810
  - Special   Claims/Services €33,418,043
  - Out-of-Hours €37,807,578
  - Dispensing €1,167,766
  - Item of Service   Contract €565,305
  - Asylum Seekers €374,649
  - Vaccinations €7,579,123
  - Asthma   Registration €481,350
  - Asthma Capitation €1,624,891
  - Contribution for GP 

Height Measure and   Self 
Zeroing Scales

€73,248

  - Diabetes   Capitation €7,430,644
  - Diabetes Registration €761,430
   
ALLOWANCES  - Secretarial/Nursing €85,307,443
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FEES  - Capitation €275,547,810
  - Annual Leave €10,148,270
  - Rostering/Out-of-Hours €5,964,666
  - Medical Indemnity   Insur-

ance
€7,168,851

  - Rural Practice €3,985,547
  - Study Leave €2,116,141
  - Sick Leave €1,358,424
  - Maternity   Leave/Pater-

nity Leave
€1,593,718

  - Locum and Practice   Ex-
penses

€5,484

   
SALARIES  - Benefits to retired DMOs 

and their   dependants
€3,000,931

  - Former District   Medical 
Officers

€1,341,918

   
SUPERANNUATION 
FUND

 - Contribution €29,343,755

   
TOTAL  €518,166,985

17/04/2018WRUU00800Occupational Therapy Provision

17/04/2018WRUU00900845. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare will have an assessment by an occupational therapist; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15720/18]

17/04/2018WRUU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

17/04/2018WRUU01100Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRUU01200846. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an emergency appointment will 
be scheduled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15721/18]

17/04/2018WRUU01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
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care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRUU01400Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRUU01500847. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has been waiting three years for an urgent consultant’s appointment; and when this ap-
pointment will take place. [15725/18]

17/04/2018WRUU01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

Question No. 848 answered with Question No. 654.

17/04/2018WRUU01800Hospital Waiting Lists Action Plans

17/04/2018WRUU01900849. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to 
address the serious increase in hospital waiting lists over the past seven years; if his Depart-
ment is making proposals to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform for additional 
funding in this regard over the remainder of 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15752/18]

17/04/2018WRUU02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving waiting times for hospital pro-
cedures is a key commitment in the Programme for Government and the recently launched 
Inpatient/Day Case Action Plan 2018 marks a very important milestone in delivering on this 
commitment.

The action plan outlines the steps being taken by Government to reduce the number of pa-
tients waiting for hospital operations or procedures.  

Under the action plan 2018: 

- the number of patients waiting longer than 9 months will fall by 10,000. 

- the NTPF commits to offer treatment to all patients waiting more than 9 months for treat-
ment in a number of high volume specialities - including cataract, hip and knee replacement, 
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tonsils and scopes 

- The overall number of patients waiting for hospital operations and procedures will fall to 
under 70,000 by year end, from a peak of 86,100 in July 2017.

As part of the plan, all patients who are waiting more than 9 months for a cataract, hip and/or 
knee replacement, tonsils, gastro intestinal scope or one of four other high-volume treatments 
will be offered treatment in 2018 if clinically suitable.

In 2018 the NTPF to deliver 20,000 inpatient day case treatments and 4,000 gastro intesti-
nal scopes, in addition to the 1.14 million hospital operations or procedures the HSE plans to 
deliver. 

17/04/2018WRUU02100Services for People with Disabilities

17/04/2018WRUU02200850. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the status of the intro-
duction of children disability teams under the progressing children disability services report; if 
managers have been appointed to advance this project; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15753/18]

17/04/2018WRUU02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRUU02400HSE Reports

17/04/2018WRUU02500851. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health when he expects to re-
ceive the HSE review of section 39 organisations and be in a position to lay the review before 
Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15754/18]

17/04/2018WRUU02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 9 February 2018, an agreement was 
reached between my Department, the HSE and health sector trade unions in relation to a process 
aimed at resolving the pay restoration issue for staff employed by section 39 bodies.  The HSE 
are to carry out an analysis to establish, with supporting evidence, the following: 

- Whether, when and to what extent reductions in pay rates were applied during the crisis in 
each relevant organisation;

- Whether, when and to what extent restoration of pay reductions has happened; 

- Identify the financial implications for each organisation, taking account of all sources of 
funding, associated with addressing the issues identified  and propose an appropriate plan for 
phased resolution in each case.

The HSE has issued detailed questionnaires to an agreed list of  organisations.  An interim 
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report is expected from the HSE in the coming weeks.  As this exercise is being carried out in an 
administrative capacity, there is no statutory requirement to lay the final report from the review 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

17/04/2018WRUU02700Services for People with Disabilities

17/04/2018WRUU02800852. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the additional staffing 
resources that will be provided at a facility (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15755/18]

17/04/2018WRUU02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

Question No. 853 answered with Question No. 735.

17/04/2018WRUU03100Services for People with Disabilities

17/04/2018WRUU03200854. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the full composition of staff at 
St. Joseph’s intellectual disability unit, Portrane; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15777/18]

17/04/2018WRUU03300856. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the advised full staffing rate 
necessary for St. Joseph’s intellectual disability unit, Portrane; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15779/18]

17/04/2018WRUU03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 854 and 856 together.  

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRUU03500Services for People with Disabilities

17/04/2018WRUU03600855. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients catered 
for at St. Joseph’s intellectual disability unit, Portrane; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [15778/18]

17/04/2018WRUU03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 856 answered with Question No. 854.

17/04/2018WRUU03900Respite Care Services Provision

17/04/2018WRUU04000857. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be provided with respite or long-term care. [15783/18]

17/04/2018WRUU04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

Question No. 858 answered with Question No. 735.

17/04/2018WRUU04300Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRUU04400859. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be called for a MRI in Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore. [15785/18]

17/04/2018WRUU04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
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to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRVV00200Primary Care Centres

17/04/2018WRVV00300860. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the clo-
sure of the Dunleer health centre is due to health and safety concerns or a lack of infrastructural 
investment in the centre over the past seven years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15790/18]

17/04/2018WRVV00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRVV00500Primary Care Centres

17/04/2018WRVV00600861. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health if minor capital funds will be 
made available to the HSE to refurbish Dunleer health centre to restore this facility for the use 
of the local community and to ensure the continuation of child health and development services; 
and if the centre will continue to be available to local voluntary services on a weekly basis. 
[15791/18]

17/04/2018WRVV00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE is responsible for the delivery 
of health care infrastructure projects, the Executive has been requested to reply directly to the 
Deputy in relation to the refurbishment of Dunleer health centre.

17/04/2018WRVV00800Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRVV00900862. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be called for cataract surgery in the Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital. [15809/18]

17/04/2018WRVV01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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17/04/2018WRVV01100Home Help Service Provision

17/04/2018WRVV01200863. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if additional home help hours 
can be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15825/18]

17/04/2018WRVV01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRVV01400Hospitals Data

17/04/2018WRVV01500864. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of colonoscopy 
procedures performed in each of the years 2014 to 2017, in each public hospital in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15826/18]

17/04/2018WRVV01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRVV01700Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRVV01800865. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) who 
has been waiting over two years and three months for a MRI can be seen under the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15834/18]

17/04/2018WRVV01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.

The NTPF and HSE are in the process of finalising Waiting List Action Plans and Initiatives 
for 2018.  This will include ambitious targets for both the HSE and NTPF to reduce the overall 
number of patients waiting for treatment as well as a specific focus on scheduling additional 
joint replacements and other high volume procedures.

However, it should be noted, that as MRIs are used as a diagnostic tool and not a treatment, 
they do not currently fall under the remit of the NTFP.  Therefore in relation to the waiting list 
status of the person concerned at Tullamore Hospital, as this is a service matter, I have asked 
the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

17/04/2018WRVV02000Hospitals Building Programme

17/04/2018WRVV02100866. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when construction will 
commence in Sacred Heart Hospital, Roscommon; the expected completion date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15845/18]



17 April 2018

415

17/04/2018WRVV02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): My Department has 
asked the Health Service Executive to provide the Deputy directly with the information re-
quested in respect of Sacred Heart Hospital, Roscommon. 

17/04/2018WRVV02300Health Services Data

17/04/2018WRVV02400867. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for assessment 
for occupational therapy and speech and language therapy in County Kildare; the measures that 
will be taken to end same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15846/18]

17/04/2018WRVV02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

17/04/2018WRVV02600Hospitals Data

17/04/2018WRVV02700868. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the thrombolysis rates in each 
hospital providing the service here in each of the years 2011 to 2017, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15849/18]

17/04/2018WRVV02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this P.Q. relates to a service matter it has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/04/2018WRVV02900General Practitioner Contracts

17/04/2018WRVV03000869. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the reason for the difference being 
quoted by his Department, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the HSE and 
organisations (details supplied) as to the level of FEMPI cuts imposed on general practitioners; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15850/18]

17/04/2018WRVV03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the General Medical Services (GMS) 
contract, GPs are reimbursed for a range of services they provide to medical card and GP visit 
card holders.  GPs are remunerated for these services primarily on a capitation basis, with a 
range of additional support payments and fees for specific items of service. GPs are also remu-
nerated for services they provide on behalf of the HSE under other public health schemes, such 
as the Maternity and Infant Care Scheme, Primary Childhood Immunisation Scheme, etc.

The Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (FEMPI) Act 2009, imposed a 
range of adjustments to health contractor payments.  These included different levels of reduc-
tions to various GP fees and allowances and the elimination of certain payments.

Despite reductions to the payment rates of health contractors made under FEMPI legisla-
tion, the total fees paid to GPs under the GMS scheme have increased during this period from 
just over €472 million in 2009 to approximately €517 million in 2017.  This increase in fees 
is largely due to significant developments and investment in GP services introduced in recent 
years, with more services being made available to our citizens and additional financial support 
provided by the HSE.

The adjustments to GP payments made under FEMPI were introduced by Regulations made 
under the Act.  In response to recent queries from the media, my Department has provided in-
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formation on the fee adjustments, as set out as follows.

SI 262 of 2009 applied an 8% reduction to the range of GP fees and allowances payable 
under the GMS Scheme, the Maternity and Infant Care Scheme and the (Health Amendment) 
Act 1996.

SI 638 of 2010 applied reductions to a range of GP fees and allowances payable under the 
GMS Scheme, the Maternity and Infant Care Scheme, the Health (Amendment) Act 1996 and 
the HeartWatch Programme, which equated to an approximate overall reduction of 9% to pay-
ments under these schemes. 

- A 50% reduction was applied to the capitation fee in respect of patients aged 70 years or 
more who reside in a private nursing home (approved by the HSE) for continuous periods in 
excess of 5 weeks.

- The “distance from the GP’s surgery” was removed as a factor in calculating capitation 
fees, which were standardised at the 0-3 miles rate within the various age and gender categories.

- The “distance from the GP’s surgery” was removed as a factor in calculating out-of-hours 
fees and new rates applied.

- The “distance from the GP’s surgery” was removed as a factor in calculating Special 
Type Consultation (STC) fees in respect of temporary residents, EEA visitors and consultations 
where a GP sees another GP’s patient in an emergency and a 5% reduction was applied to STC 
fees.

- The Fund for the Development of General Practice (introduced in 1993) was abolished.

- A 5% reduction was applied to payments in respect of the practice secretary/nurse/manager 
subsidy.

- An 8% reduction was applied to other payments, including special items of service; leave 
cover; locum expenses under the fee per item contract; dispensing fees; rural practice allow-
ance; and payments under the Health (Amendment) Act 1996.

- An 8% reduction was applied to fees under the Maternity & Infant Care Scheme.

- A 15% reduction was applied to fees under HeartWatch scheme. 

SI 556 of 2011 reduced the administration fees payable to GPs for childhood immunisations 
under the Primary Childhood Immunisation Scheme by 7.5%, and the fees for administration 
for influenza and pneumococcal immunisations under the GMS scheme by 33%.

In 2013, an overall reduction of 7.5% was applied to a range of GP fees and allowance.  SI 
278 of 2013 reduced the fee payable to GPs for administering the influenza vaccination to the 
same rate as the fee payable to pharmacists for administering the same vaccination.  SI 277 of 
2013 introduced the following measures:

- Elimination of the special fee payable in respect of discretionary medical cards.

- A reduction of 3.1% in respect of the following fees:

- Capitation Fees 

- Supplementary Out-of-Hours Fees

- Asylum Seekers / Non EU Nationals.
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- A reduction of 1% in respect of the practice nurse/secretary/manager subsidy.

- A reduction of 7.5% in respect of the following payments under the GMS scheme:

- Out-of-Hours fees,

- Special Type Consultations (STCs),

- Special Items of Services (excluding immunisations),

- Rural Practice Allowance, 

- Dispensing Fees,

- Second Medical Opinion,

- Leave cover.

- A reduction of 7.5% in respect of the following payments paid to GPs under the General 
Medical Services (GMS) 1972 Fee-per-Item Contract:

- Fee-per-Item Consultation Fees

- Homes for the Aged Consultations 

- Rural Practice Allowance, 

- Locum Expenses & Practice Expenses, 

- Special Items of Service. 

- A reduction of 7.5% in respect of the following payments:

- Health Amendment Act 1996 (Hepatitis C patients),

- Maternity & Infant Care Scheme, 

- HeartWatch Programme.

17/04/2018WRVV03200Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/04/2018WRVV03300870. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if the provision of an electric 
powered wheelchair will be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15853/18]

17/04/2018WRVV03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRVV03500Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRVV03600871. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the high waiting list for ENT assessments in County Cork; if the replacement consul-
tant has been appointed following the recent retirement of the previous consultant; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15854/18]
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17/04/2018WRVV03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is acknowledged that waiting times are of-
ten unacceptably long and that this places a burden on both patients and their families.  Conse-
quently, last October’s Budget announced a total 2018 allocation of €55 million for the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) for 2018 which more than doubles its 2017 total allocation 
which was €20 million. This significant increase in funding reflects the fact that reducing wait-
ing times for patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.

In order to reduce the numbers of long-waiting patients, Minister Harris has asked the HSE, 
in conjunction with the NTPF, to develop Waiting List Action Plans for 2018 in the areas of In-
patient/Daycase and Outpatient Services which will set out ambitious targets for both the HSE 
and NTPF to reduce the overall number of patients waiting for treatment.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRVV03800Prescriptions Charges

17/04/2018WRVV03900872. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 220 of 13 March 2014, when persons will be fully reimbursed for prescription charges as a 
result of the then Minister’s announcement on 2 July 2013 that eligible persons who paid pre-
scription charges prior to 1 December 2013 will be refunded; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15856/18]

17/04/2018WRVV04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRVV04100Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRVV04200873. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health when a person 
(details supplied) who has been on the waiting list for orthodontic treatment for some time can 
expect to secure treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15862/18]

17/04/2018WRVV04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRVV04400Psychological Services

17/04/2018WRVV04500874. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if increased funding and neces-
sary resources will be available to deal with the significant waiting lists for psychology treat-
ment for young persons in view of the fact there are currently over 7,000 children on a wait-
ing list for such psychological interventions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15893/18]

17/04/2018WRVV04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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17/04/2018WRVV04700Medicinal Products Licensing

17/04/2018WRVV04800875. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health when the demand for PD-L1 
biological markers in the licensing of Pembrolizumab by the HSE will be removed for patients 
suffering from lung cancer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15894/18]

17/04/2018WRVV04900876. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the demand for PD-L1 bio-
logical markers in the licensing of Pembrolizumab by the HSE will be removed on a case-by-
case basis for patients suffering from lung cancer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15895/18]

17/04/2018WRVV05000941. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if the demand for PD-L1 bio-
logical markers in the licensing of Pembrolizumab by the HSE will be removed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16258/18]

17/04/2018WRVV05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 875, 876 
and 941 together.

Neither the HSE nor the Minister for Health has any role in the licensing or authorisation of 
medicines in Ireland.  Under European and Irish legislation, before a medicine can be placed on 
the Irish market, the manufacturer must seek a marketing authorisation from the Health Prod-
ucts Regulatory Authority (HPRA) or, in the case of certain medicinal products, the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA).

In the case of pembrolizumab, because of the biotechnology nature of the active substance 
involved, the drug was centrally authorised by the EMA.  This authorisation covers several 
types of cancer, including non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) when the tumour produces a 
protein known as PD-L1.

In order to amend the authorisation of pembrolizumab, the company which holds the mar-
keting authorisation would need to submit a case and supporting data to the EMA. 

The HSE has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of li-
censed medicines, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 
2013.  It is a pre-requisite that any new medicine submitted to the HSE for reimbursement must 
first hold a marketing authorisation granted by the HPRA or the EMA.

17/04/2018WRWW00200Community Pharmacy Services

17/04/2018WRWW00300877. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if the provision of con-
tinuous glucose monitoring for all type 1 diabetics and not just persons under 18 years of age 
will be considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15905/18]

17/04/2018WRWW00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRWW00500Cannabis for Medicinal Use

17/04/2018WRWW00600878. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if cannabis based medicines will 
be made available to terminal lung cancer patients; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [15907/18]

17/04/2018WRWW00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Misuse of Drugs Act an Irish-reg-
istered doctor may apply to me for a licence for access to Tetrahydrocannabinol-based (THC) 
products for medical purposes, for named patients, where this course of treatment has been 
endorsed by the patient’s consultant who is responsible for the management of the patient and 
who is prepared to monitor the effects of the treatment over time. 

The main elements of an application submitted under the Misuse of Drugs legislation for a 
licence for THC-based cannabis for medical purposes must include:

- An outline of the treatment the patient has received to date and justification from the pre-
scriber as to why it is appropriate in their patient’s specific circumstances to prescribe cannabis 
products.

- Details of the cannabis product which it is proposed to prescribe and administer to the 
patient.

- The source of the cannabis product. 

- The arrangements for the ongoing clinical monitoring and care of the patient once the 
cannabis-based treatment has commenced. 

As the Deputy is aware it is the decision of the clinician, in consultation with their patient, 
to prescribe or not prescribe a particular treatment, including cannabis for medical use, for a 
patient under their care.  As Minister for Health I have no role in this clinical decision-making 
process.

For additional information on this matter, there are two active extracts of the cannabis plant 
that are of particular interest for medical use; tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and cannabidiol 
(CBD). 

THC is the principal psychoactive constituent of cannabis.  As described above, under the 
Misuse of Drugs Act products containing THC are strictly controlled and possession is unlaw-
ful except under licence.

CBD is derived from cannabis.  However, since it does not have psychoactive properties it 
is not controlled under the Misuse of Drugs Acts.  CBD oil is sometimes marketed as a nutri-
tional or dietary supplement, however it should be noted that it is not authorised as a medicinal 
product in Ireland.

17/04/2018WRWW00800Abortion Services Provision

17/04/2018WRWW00900879. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if a costed plan has been made 
by his Department for the potential number of abortions that will take place here if the eighth 
amendment is repealed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15918/18]

17/04/2018WRWW01000880. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if public moneys will go to-
wards private abortion clinics; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15919/18]

17/04/2018WRWW01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 879 and 
880 together.

The Thirty-sixth Amendment of the Constitution Bill 2018 completed all stages in the Hous-
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es of the Oireachtas on Wednesday 28 March 2018.  

The Minister for Housing Planning and Local Government has made a Polling Day Order 
for a referendum to be held on Friday 25 May 2018.    

On Polling Day, the people will be asked to vote on whether they agree or disagree with the 
proposal to delete Article 40.3.3 in its entirety, and to substitute an article in the Constitution, 
the object and effect of which would be to articulate clearly the principle that laws may be en-
acted by the Oireachtas to provide for the regulation of termination of pregnancy. 

In the event that the proposed Referendum on Article 40.3.3 is passed by the people, the 
Government would seek to give effect to legislation regulating the termination of pregnancy in 
Ireland.  Any necessary planning would take place at that stage.

17/04/2018WRWW01300Medicinal Products Prices

17/04/2018WRWW01400881. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if information is kept on the 
varying cost of emergency contraception; his views on establishing a maximum price; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15920/18]

17/04/2018WRWW01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRWW01600Emergency Departments Services

17/04/2018WRWW01700882. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health the timeline on the deployment 
of the modular unit project at South Tipperary General Hospital, Clonmel, County Tipperary. 
[15921/18]

17/04/2018WRWW01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Against a background of growing demand 
for unscheduled care and high acute hospital occupancy rates, as highlighted by the Health Ser-
vice Capacity Review, Government has provided €40 million in funding in 2018 for measures 
to increase acute hospital capacity and alleviate overcrowding in Emergency Departments this 
winter.   

As part of this, funding has been allocated for the provision of a new 40 bed modular unit at 
South Tipperary General Hospital.  Work on the development of the project is ongoing and the 
facility is scheduled to open in the last quarter of 2018. 

17/04/2018WRWW01900Emergency Departments Services

17/04/2018WRWW02000883. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health if modular unit projects are in op-
eration in hospitals in County Cork. [15922/18]

17/04/2018WRWW02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

Question No. 884 answered with Question No. 643.
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17/04/2018WRWW02300Health Services Funding

17/04/2018WRWW02400885. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if funding will be granted to a day 
care centre (details supplied) for two full-time staff members to meet its obligations under 
health and safety legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15925/18]

17/04/2018WRWW02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRWW02600Medicinal Products Reimbursement

17/04/2018WRWW02700886. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the reason Entresto has been 
withdrawn from the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15933/18]

17/04/2018WRWW02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRWW02900Disabilities Data

17/04/2018WRWW03000887. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children diag-
nosed with dyspraxia in each county in each of the years 2013 to 2017 and to date in 2018. 
[15934/18]

17/04/2018WRWW03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRWW03200Disability Diagnoses

17/04/2018WRWW03300888. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the person or body responsible 
within the public health service for the diagnosis of children with dyspraxia; and the desired 
length of time that the process of diagnosis should take from the report of suspected dyspraxia 
to confirmed dyspraxia by the public health service. [15935/18]

17/04/2018WRWW03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
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which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRWW03500Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRWW03600889. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be issued 
to a person (details supplied); and the steps whichh will be taken to ensure the appointment is 
maintained. [15982/18]

17/04/2018WRWW03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRWW03800Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/04/2018WRWW03900890. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the steps he must take to make 
the FreeStyle Libre glucose monitor available to all persons with diabetes based on clinical 
need at the discretion of their diabetes consultant; if the age barrier which was recently estab-
lished by the HSE will be removed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15983/18]

17/04/2018WRWW04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRWW04100Disability Services Provision

17/04/2018WRWW04200891. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when an early intervention team 
service will be provided for a person (details supplied) in Dublin 11; the reason for the delay in 
providing the service; his views on the adequacy of the existing provision; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15986/18]

17/04/2018WRWW04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
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es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRWW04400Vaccination Programme Data

17/04/2018WRWW04500892. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the vaccination rates for vac-
cines (details supplied) in each of the years 2008 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15989/18]

17/04/2018WRWW04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the information relating to vaccination 
rates is not readily available, the PQ has been referred to the Health Service Executive for at-
tention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRWW04700Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/04/2018WRWW04800893. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if the provision of funding in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork will be expedited. [15992/18]

17/04/2018WRWW04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRXX00200Respite Care Services Availability

17/04/2018WRXX00300894. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that persons in north County Cork who avail of respite care have been advised that 
their respite care is being reduced per annum as a result of difficulties in another community 
hospital (details supplied); and if the matter will be investigated. [15993/18]

17/04/2018WRXX00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRXX00500Respite Care Grant Eligibility

17/04/2018WRXX00600895. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if an allowance can be made 
available to a person (details supplied) for respite care. [15994/18]

17/04/2018WRXX00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRXX00800Medicinal Products Availability
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17/04/2018WRXX00900896. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health further to Question No. 417 of 
3 October 2017, if all persons with type 1 diabetes irrespective of age will be able to avail of the 
FreeStyle Libre glucose monitor thus removing the age barrier put in place by the HSE; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15997/18]

17/04/2018WRXX01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRXX01100Hospital Staff Recruitment

17/04/2018WRXX01200897. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the efforts that have been made 
by the HSE to fill the medical officer position at St. Patrick’s Community Hospital, Fermoy, 
County Cork. [16001/18]

17/04/2018WRXX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRXX01400Health Services Provision

17/04/2018WRXX01500898. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that a specific HSE service (details supplied) is being withdrawn from north County 
Cork; and his plans to ensure that the position is filled in a temporary capacity to ensure the 
provision of a vital service to families. [16004/18]

17/04/2018WRXX01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

17/04/2018WRXX01700Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRXX01800899. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16005/18]

17/04/2018WRXX01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRXX02000Services for People with Disabilities

17/04/2018WRXX02100900. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) who 
is currently attending an autism unit until May 2018 will be provided with a replacement ser-
vice prior to this date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16009/18]

17/04/2018WRXX02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRXX02300Mobility Allowance

17/04/2018WRXX02400901. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when a replacement 
scheme for the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant will be announced; the re-
maining steps that need to be taken in order to introduce the new scheme; the reason the new 
scheme has yet to be introduced in view of the fact it has been five years since the mobility 
allowance and motorised transport grant were removed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16014/18]

17/04/2018WRXX02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013.  Since the closure of the Mobility Allowance, 
the Government has directed that the Health Service Executive should continue to pay an equiv-
alent monthly payment of up to €208.50 per month to the 4,133 people in receipt of the Mobility 
Allowance, on an interim basis, pending the establishment of a new Transport Support Scheme.

The Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new Transport 
Support Scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health.  The Programme for a Partnership Government acknowledges the ongoing drafting of 
primary legislation for a new Transport Support Scheme to assist those with a disability to meet 
their mobility costs. The Health (Transport Support) Bill is on the list of priority legislation for 
publication in the Spring/Summer session 2018. I can confirm that work on the policy proposals 
for the new Scheme is at an advanced stage. The proposals seek to ensure that: 

- There is a firm statutory basis to the Scheme’s operation;

- There is transparency and equity in the eligibility criteria attaching to the Scheme;

- Resources are targeted at those with greatest needs; and

- The Scheme is capable of being costed and is affordable on its introduction and on an 
ongoing basis.
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It is hoped to bring a General Scheme and Heads of Bill to Government shortly, seeking 
Government approval to the drafting of the Bill for the new Transport Support Payment.

With regard to the Motorised Transport Grant, this scheme operated as a means-tested grant 
to assist persons with severe disabilities with the purchase or adaptation of a car, where that car 
was essential to retain employment. The maximum Motorised Transport Grant, which was pay-
able once in any three-year period, was €5,020.  Following closure of the scheme in February 
2013,  no further Motorised Transport Grants have been payable.

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place. This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for Fi-
nance.  Specifically adapted vehicles driven by disabled persons are also exempt from payment 
of tolls on national toll roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has responsibility 
for this particular Scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices. Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.

17/04/2018WRXX02600Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRXX02700902. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16015/18]

17/04/2018WRXX02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRXX02900Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRXX03000903. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be called for surgery as soon as possible. [16016/18]

17/04/2018WRXX03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRXX03200Medicinal Products Availability

17/04/2018WRXX03300904. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the reason for excluding per-
sons over 21 years of age with type 1 diabetes from accessing the FreeStyle Libre flash glucose 
monitoring systems for diabetics; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16018/18]

17/04/2018WRXX03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRXX03500Physiotherapy Provision

17/04/2018WRXX03600905. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the lack of physiotherapy service on a school age disability team based in Dublin 8; and if the 
case of a person (details supplied) will be examined. [16020/18]

17/04/2018WRXX03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRXX03800Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRXX03900906. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment in CUMH for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16030/18]

17/04/2018WRXX04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRXX04100EU Directives

17/04/2018WRXX04200907. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health his views on a proposal 
(details supplied); his plans to implement same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16032/18]

17/04/2018WRXX04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This questions relates to the transposition of 
the medical provisions of the Basic Safety Standards Directive (BSSD) by my Department and 
whether chiropractors will be designated as referrers and practitioners in the transposing regu-
lations.  The previous regulations did not designate chiropractors as referrers or practitioners.   

The statutory instrument transposing the BSSD will designate those who may refer for ra-
diological tests, those who may carry them out and other functions and in this  regard I propose 
to designate nurses, doctors, dentists and radiographers as appropriate.  The proposed desig-
nation of relevant  professionals is based on patient safety and public health considerations 
reflected in the advice of the Chief Medical Officer.  

My Department will finalise the medical provisions of the BSSD in the coming weeks.

17/04/2018WRXX04400Medicinal Products Availability

17/04/2018WRXX04500908. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his views on queries raised in 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding the provision of the FreeStyle Libre glucose moni-
toring system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16042/18]

17/04/2018WRXX04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRXX04700Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

17/04/2018WRXX04800909. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the process by which a 
condition is included on the long-term illness list; the previous occasion on which an additional 
condition was included on the list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16044/18]



Questions - Written Answers

430

17/04/2018WRXX04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; Parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
ing from the use of Thalidomide. Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and 
medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

The LTI Scheme was last amended in 1975. There are no plans to extend the list of condi-
tions covered by the Scheme.

17/04/2018WRXX05000Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

17/04/2018WRXX05100910. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if Crohn’s disease or 
colitis have been considered for inclusion on the long-term illness list; the status of this consid-
eration; the associated cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16045/18]

17/04/2018WRXX05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; Parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
ing from the use of Thalidomide. Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and 
medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge. 

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme.

17/04/2018WRYY00200Hospital Services

17/04/2018WRYY00300911. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the action taken by the HSE 
to address issues outlined (details supplied) by the general manager of University Hospital 
Waterford in correspondence dated 19 September 2017, relevant to a dialysis unit in County 
Kilkenny; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16056/18]

17/04/2018WRYY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRYY00500Medical Card Eligibility

17/04/2018WRYY00600912. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if medical cards will be 
issued to all persons with haemochromatosis based on their needs and requirements; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16058/18]

17/04/2018WRYY00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE’s Expert Group on Medical Need 
and Medical Card Eligibility examined the issue of awarding medical cards on the basis of ill-
ness and concluded that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically justifiable to list medical 
conditions in priority order for medical card eligibility.   The Expert Group also concluded that 
a person’s means should remain the main qualifier for a medical card.  This position remains 
unchanged.
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Medical card provision is based on financial assessment. In accordance with the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is determined by the 
HSE. The Act obliges the HSE to assess whether a person is unable, without due hardship, to 
arrange general practitioner services for himself or herself and his or her family, having regard 
to his or her overall financial position and reasonable expenditure and every application must 
be assessed on that basis. Under the legislation, having a particular illness, in itself, does not 
establish eligibility for a medical card and therefore, the medical conditions of applicants for 
this scheme are not monitored on that basis. Where the applicant’s income is within the income 
guidelines, a medical card or GP visit card will be awarded. 

Every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to support appli-
cants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the difficult cir-
cumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines. It should 
be noted, in certain circumstances, the HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, 
even though an applicant exceeds his or her income threshold, where he or she faces difficult 
financial circumstances, such as extra costs arising from an illness. Social and medical issues 
are considered when determining whether undue hardship exists for an individual accessing 
general practitioner or other medical services. The HSE affords applicants the opportunity to 
furnish supporting information documentation to fully take account of all the relevant circum-
stances that may benefit them in the assessment, including medical evidence of cost and neces-
sary expenses.

17/04/2018WRYY00800Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/04/2018WRYY00900913. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the FreeStyle Libre blood 
glucose monitor will be made available based on clinical need for all persons with type 1 dia-
betes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16059/18]

17/04/2018WRYY01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRYY01100Hospitals Expenditure

17/04/2018WRYY01200914. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion Nos. 961 of 16 January 2018 and 419 of 6 February 2018, the position regarding the con-
sideration by HSE estates at the HSE national capacity and property steering committee of the 
capital submission to address infrastructural and equipment issues at the 12 March 2018 meet-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16082/18]

17/04/2018WRYY01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE is responsible for the delivery 
of health care infrastructure and equipping, the Executive has been requested to reply directly 
to you in relation to this matter.

17/04/2018WRYY01400Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

17/04/2018WRYY01500915. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the reason for excluding per-
sons over 21 years of age with type 1 diabetes from accessing the FreeStyle Libre glucose 
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monitor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16089/18]

17/04/2018WRYY01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRYY01700EU Directives

17/04/2018WRYY01800916. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the status of his Department’s 
discussions with an association (details supplied) regarding the approval of amendments with 
respect to the implementation of the EU Directive 2013/59/EURATOM protection against io-
nising radiation. [16103/18]

17/04/2018WRYY01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials from my Department met with rep-
resentatives of this association on 1 February this year to discuss the transposition of the medi-
cal provisions of the Basic Safety Standards Directive (BSSD) by my Department and  whether 
chiropractors will be designated as referrers and practitioners  in the transposing regulations.   
The previous regulations did not  designate chiropractors as referrers or practitioners.   

The statutory instrument  transposing the BSSD will designate those who may refer for ra-
diological tests, those who may carry them out and other functions and in this  regard I propose 
to designate nurses, doctors, dentists and  radiographers as appropriate.  The proposed desig-
nation of relevant  professionals is based on patient safety and public health  considerations 
reflected in the advice of the Chief Medical Officer.  

My Department will finalise the medical provisions of the BSSD in the coming weeks.

17/04/2018WRYY02000Commencement of Legislation

17/04/2018WRYY02100917. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the technical and legal issues 
which require clarification to allow Parts 2 and 3 of the Children and Families Relationship Act 
2015 to be commenced; the timeframe he is working to for the commencement of this Act; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16111/18]

17/04/2018WRYY02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A number of technical drafting issues have 
come to light in relation to Parts 2 & 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015. The 
implications of these issues are being explored by officials in my Department and the Office 
of the Attorney General and clarification on whether primary legislation is required to resolve 
these issues is being sought. In the event that primary legislation is required I would seek to deal 
with it as a matter of urgency.

17/04/2018WRYY02300Medicinal Products Reimbursement

17/04/2018WRYY02400918. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 286 of 12 December 2017, the status of his plans for the HSE to fund PrEP in view of 
the fact that these drugs became available for prescription from 4 December 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16112/18]

17/04/2018WRYY02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
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medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reim-
bursement of medicines.

The 2013 Act does not give the Minister for Health any powers in this regard.  The HSE 
does not require approval or consent from the Minister or Government when making a reim-
bursement decision.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE). 

The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE, and makes recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a decision framework 
to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

The NCPE indicate that a HTA was commissioned by the HSE on Emtricitabine / tenofovir 
disoproxil fumarate (Truvada®) on 19 July 2017. The NCPE are currently awaiting a submis-
sion from the applicant to conduct this assessment.

Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) currently has marketing authorisation in the EU and as 
such is available from pharmacies with a private prescription.

The HIV PrEP group continues to work towards the goal of ensuring that everyone in Ire-
land has access to adequate and effective HIV prevention and remains focused on making rec-
ommendations in relation to PrEP in Ireland and developing the necessary guidance to inform 
implementation.

17/04/2018WRYY02600Health Services

17/04/2018WRYY02700919. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if opticians that provide eye 
tests for children between the ages of eight and 16 that are the holders of medical cards are 
entitled to claim a reimbursement for this service under the HSE’s community ophthalmic ser-
vices schemes; if he will instruct the HSE to provide clarity to opticians on this issue in view of 
anecdotal evidence that exists of medical card holders being charged for these eye tests; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16113/18]

17/04/2018WRYY02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRYY02900Rape Crisis Network Funding

17/04/2018WRYY03000920. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if funds will be available to fa-
cilitate the creation of a rape crisis outreach centre in Navan, County Meath (details supplied). 
[16125/18]

17/04/2018WRYY03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have referred it 
to the HSE for a direct response.

17/04/2018WRYY03200Respite Care Services



Questions - Written Answers

434

17/04/2018WRYY03300921. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if a building (details supplied) 
for respite services will be included in the commissioning of respite houses in 2018 in view 
of the fact that a section 39 service provider in County Wexford owns the building which was 
commissioned with HSE funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16128/18]

17/04/2018WRYY03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRYY03500Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/04/2018WRYY03600922. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason the FreeStyle 
Libre glucose monitor is not being made available to persons over 21 years of age with type 1 
diabetes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16129/18]

17/04/2018WRYY03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRYY03800Dental Services Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRYY03900923. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for dental surgery at Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin. 
[16136/18]

17/04/2018WRYY04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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17/04/2018WRYY04100Hospitals Funding

17/04/2018WRYY04200924. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the status of a funding 
request for a hospital (details supplied); when he expects the request to be answered; the reason 
it has yet to be answered in view of the fact that same was submitted in summer 2017; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16152/18]

17/04/2018WRYY04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

17/04/2018WRYY04400Services for People with Disabilities

17/04/2018WRYY04500925. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be placed in adult services. [16154/18]

17/04/2018WRYY04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRYY04700Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

17/04/2018WRYY04800926. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the length of time the 
women’s refuge in Rathgar has been closed; his plans to re-open same; his further plans to 
open other women’s refuges in the Dublin area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16155/18]

17/04/2018WRYY04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The Deputy’s 
question is a matter for the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.   

17/04/2018WRYY05000Home Help Service Provision

17/04/2018WRYY05100927. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if home help will be provided 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16161/18]

17/04/2018WRYY05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRZZ00200Medical Card Eligibility

17/04/2018WRZZ00300928. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health when he plans to extend the 
general practitioner visit card scheme to persons in receipt of carer’s allowance as announced 
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in December 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16162/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Government approval was given on the 11th 
of April 2018 to provide GP services without charge to persons in receipt of Carer’s Allowance 
or Carer’s Benefit.  Permission was also granted to draft the Heads of the Bill to legislate for this 
measure.  My officials are now undertaking the necessary work to prepare the draft Heads of 
the Bill.  It is my intention that this change will be implemented this year, subject to the drafting 
and enactment of the necessary legislation.

Question No. 929 answered with Question No. 735.

17/04/2018WRZZ00600Primary Care Centres

17/04/2018WRZZ00700930. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has invited ten-
ders for the sale of the old Keadue health centre, County Roscommon; the position regarding 
this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16165/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the management of the health care infrastructure estate, the Executive has been request-
ed to reply directly to you in relation to the sale of Keadue Health Centre, County Roscommon.

17/04/2018WRZZ00900Home Help Service Provision

17/04/2018WRZZ01000931. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if home help hours which have 
been allocated but have not been filled will be filled in the case of a person (details supplied). 
[16196/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRZZ01200National Children’s Hospital

17/04/2018WRZZ01300932. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the person or body with which re-
sponsibility for the children’s hospital parking arrangements currently resides; the reason there 
is a recent survey of parking needs for the new hospital being conducted; the cost of same; the 
reason this was not undertaken in advance of the decision to relocate the children’s hospital; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16198/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board (NPHDB) has statutory responsibility for the construction of the new children’s 
hospital at St. James’s Hospital and all associated issues.

All matters relating to car parking, access and traffic management were dealt with rigor-
ously as part of the planning process.  An Bord Pleánala confirmed that it was satisfied that 
appropriate plans were in place when it granted planning permission in April 2016.   

I understand from the NPHDB that  in March 2018 a further scheduled patient/visitor travel 
survey was undertaken in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital in Crumlin, to further assist and de-
velop the carpark operating model.
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I have asked the NPHDB to respond to you directly regarding that survey as soon as pos-
sible. 

17/04/2018WRZZ01500Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRZZ01600933. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) is 
awaiting an operation in Tallaght Hospital; the length of time the person is waiting for an ap-
pointment date for the operation; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the person is 
also waiting to see a gynaecologist; the length of time the person is waiting for this appointment; 
and when the person will receive a gynaecology appointment and a date for surgery. [16199/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRZZ01800Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRZZ01900934. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when persons (details sup-
plied) will receive an ENT clinic appointment in Drogheda; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16200/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

Question No. 935 answered with Question No. 735.
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17/04/2018WRZZ02200Mental Health Services Data

17/04/2018WRZZ02300936. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of referrals of per-
sons in County Wexford to the department of psychiatry in Newcastle Hospital in each of the 
years 2015 to 2017; the number of referrals of persons who do not reside in County Wexford to 
the department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16223/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRZZ02500Hospitals Data

17/04/2018WRZZ02600937. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of operations which 
have been cancelled in the past year in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes 
Hospital, Drogheda, due to beds being used to deal with alleviating the trolley crisis. [16227/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Against a background of growing demand 
for unscheduled care and high acute hospital occupancy rates, as highlighted by the Health 
Service Capacity Review, Government provided €30m in 2017 and a further €40 million in 
2018 for measures to increase acute hospital capacity and alleviate overcrowding in Emergency 
Departments this winter. 

As of today, over 200 additional beds have been opened, including 25 in Our Lady of 
Lourdes Hospital Drogheda in December.  Further beds are scheduled to open in 2018, includ-
ing at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda, which will see new ED and ward capacity come 
on line later this year.  

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRZZ02800Services for People with Disabilities

17/04/2018WRZZ02900938. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of a business case 
prepared for the proposed redevelopment of a facility (details supplied) for adults with dis-
abilities in County Donegal; when the proposal will be assessed in full and a decision made in 
respect of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16244/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 
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17/04/2018WRZZ03100Health Services Provision

17/04/2018WRZZ03200939. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health his plans to further ex-
pand specialised hospital supports and increase specialist staff for persons with Ehlers-Danlos 
syndrome; and if not, if resources will be made available for this condition; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16246/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this P.Q. relates to a service matter is has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for a direct reply.

17/04/2018WRZZ03400Hospital Procedures

17/04/2018WRZZ03500940. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) is waiting for surgery while receiving chemotherapy; and when this operation will be 
expedited. [16247/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual. 

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

Question No. 941 answered with Question No. 875.

Question No. 942 answered with Question No. 727.

17/04/2018WRZZ03900Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRZZ04000943. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16261/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual. 

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
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to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRZZ04200Disability Services Provision

17/04/2018WRZZ04300944. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when a full residential 
place will be provided for a person (details supplied). [16235/18]

17/04/2018WRZZ04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAA00200Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/04/2018WRAAA00300945. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health his plans to make FreeStyle Libre 
glucose monitors available to all persons with diabetes based on clinical need at the discretion 
of their diabetes consultant and to remove the age barrier; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16274/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAA00500Vaccination Programme

17/04/2018WRAAA00600946. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the training programmes provided 
by his Department to general practitioners in detecting adverse reactions to the HPV vaccine; 
the directive under which general practitioners have to report or not report their findings in view 
of the initial figures for 2011 and 2012, as already published; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16285/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this PQ refers to the training of general 
practitioners in relation to HPV and material provided by the HSE, I have referred it to the 
Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRAAA00800Vaccination Programme Data

17/04/2018WRAAA00900947. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of adverse reactions to 
the HPV vaccine reported by general practitioners to the HPRA in each of the years 2011 to 
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2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16286/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information that the Deputy seeks in 
relation to the number of adverse reactions from the HPV vaccine is not readily available. 
Therefore, I have asked the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) to investigate the 
matter and reply directly to the Deputy.

The HPRA is responsible for monitoring the safety and quality of all medicines including 
vaccines that are licensed in Ireland and operates a national adverse reaction reporting system, 
which members of the public and health care professionals are encouraged to submit any sus-
pected adverse reactions through this system. All Reports received by the HPRA are routinely 
transmitted to the European Medicines Agency’s adverse reaction database for inclusion in 
global signal detection and monitoring activities.

17/04/2018WRAAA01100Medical Card Eligibility

17/04/2018WRAAA01200948. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if the income limits for persons 
over 70 years of age will be increased in order for them to receive a full medical card; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16293/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Alteration of Criteria 
for Eligibility) (No. 2) Act 2013, when a person attains the age of 70, the medical card income 
limits are €500 gross income per week for a single person and €900 gross income per week for 
a couple.

Persons aged 70 or older, who are assessed as ineligible under the gross income thresholds, 
may also have their eligibility assessed under the means-tested medical card scheme if they so 
wish, for example in the event that they face particularly high expenses, e.g. nursing home or 
medication costs. This scheme is open to all persons, irrespective of their age and assessment is 
based on net income and assessable outgoing expenses. The general scheme, although having 
lower income thresholds, provides for income disregards and relevant outgoings to be taken 
into account in the assessment process.

Furthermore, persons, including those aged over 70 years, may be deemed eligible for a 
medical card on a discretionary basis, if they are judged to face undue hardship in arranging 
GP services as a result of medical or social circumstances. In addition, from August 2015, all 
persons aged 70 or older qualify for a GP Visit Card, regardless of income.

There are no proposals at present to amend the income limits for the granting of eligibility 
for medical cards for persons aged 70 and over. However, it should be noted that the gross in-
come limits are reviewed annually and considered in the context of the budget. 

17/04/2018WRAAA01400Medical Card Data

17/04/2018WRAAA01500949. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of persons over 70 
years of age who are in receipt of a full medical card; the number of persons over 70 years of 
age in receipt of a general practitioner visit only card; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16294/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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17/04/2018WRAAA01700Primary Care Centres Provision

17/04/2018WRAAA01800950. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the progress being made in pro-
viding primary care centres in Clondalkin and Lucan villages by means of a public private 
partnership; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16297/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the delivery of health care infrastructure, 
including primary care centres at Clondalkin and Lucan village,  is a service issue and your 
question has been forwarded to the HSE for direct reply.

Question No. 951 answered with Question No. 749.

17/04/2018WRAAA02100National Treatment Purchase Fund

17/04/2018WRAAA02200952. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the allocation 
of €55 million in 2018 to fund the National Treatment Purchase Fund to address waiting lists; 
the amount of this funding that has been spent; the number of patients who have been treated 
under the auspices of the fund to date in 2018; and the total number who have been treated since 
the fund’s restoration in 2016. [16307/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving waiting times for hospital pro-
cedures is a key commitment in the Programme for Government and as part of this €55 million 
was allocated to the NTPF in 2018. 

The recently launched Inpatient Day Case Action Plan 2018 commits the NTPF to deliver 
20,000 Inpatient Day Case treatments and 4,000 Gastro Intestinal Scopes. 

For the first quarter of this year 5,278 people were removed from the Active IPDC waiting 
list as a result of accepting offers of treatment funded through the NTPF and 547 patients were 
removed from the GI Scopes waiting list. 

In 2017 a total of 8,192 people were removed from the Active IPDC waiting list as a result 
of accepting offers of treatment funded through the NTPF. As a result of the NTPF Scopes Ini-
tiative, 1,328 patients were removed from the GI Scopes waiting list. The total estimated cost 
of treatment for those who accepted offers in 2017 is €20.5m. 

The NTPF did not have a direct role in the commissioning of patient treatments in 2016. The 
procurement of treatments was carried out by the HSE and the role of the NTPF was adminis-
tration of the payments to the hospitals.

17/04/2018WRAAA02400National Cardiovascular Health Policy 2010-2019

17/04/2018WRAAA02500953. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if changes are being proposed to 
the national cardiovascular health policy; if reconfiguration of services is being carried out or 
proposed; if all hospitals providing cardiovascular services will continue to do so; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16308/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Cardiovascular Policy (2010-
2019) made recommendations across a range of areas including prevention, primary care, acute 
services and rehabilitation. These are continuing to be implemented by the HSE and its clinical 
programmes on heart failure, acute coronary and stroke. Since the publication of the strategy, 
there have been a number of service developments including structured care for heart failure 



17 April 2018

443

and the expansion of stroke services including stroke units and the provision of thrombolysis. 
Cardiovascular disease prevention will be included as part of the contractual framework for 
GPs. Given the on-going implementation of the policy, there are no changes proposed. 

It should be noted though that a National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services started 
work on January 30th 2018. Given the breadth of this Review’s scope, it’s possible that some of 
its recommendations may have an impact on cardiovascular services. However, this Review is 
still in its early stages and a Final Report is not expected to be produced until 2019.

17/04/2018WRAAA02700Service Level Agreements

17/04/2018WRAAA02800954. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of service level 
agreements that exist between the HSE and religious orders to deliver services; the nature of 
services delivered by order and duration of the agreements, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16330/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters I have referred it to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/04/2018WRAAA03000Mental Health Policy

17/04/2018WRAAA03100955. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health his plans for a redress 
scheme for persons who were forcibly committed by the State prior to the enactment of the 
Mental Health Act 2001; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16362/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I have no plans to 
introduce a redress scheme along the lines suggested by the Deputy.

The involuntary admission of persons to a psychiatric hospital or unit prior to the introduc-
tion of the Mental Health Act 2001 was governed by statute, in this case the 1945 Mental Treat-
ment Act. The 1945 Act specifically allowed for the admission and detention without their con-
sent, of a person as a ‘temporary patient’ or a ‘person of unsound mind’.  Such admissions took 
place following an application made in this regard and required a medical certificate signed by 
a doctor and also a reception order signed by a consultant psychiatrist.

The Act also provided patients with the right to contact the Minister for Health, the Inspec-
tor of Mental Hospitals or the President of the High Court in relation to their detention.  In addi-
tion, it also required the Inspector of Mental Hospitals, in the course of his inspections, to visit 
any patient “the propriety of whose detention he had reason to doubt”.

Question No. 956 answered with Question No. 735.

17/04/2018WRAAA03400Health Services

17/04/2018WRAAA03500957. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will address a series of 
issues in regard to a service (details supplied) in County Cork. [16373/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.
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17/04/2018WRAAA03700Maternity Services Provision

17/04/2018WRAAA03800958. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 20-
week anomaly scans for all expectant mothers at the Midlands Regional Hospital, Mullingar. 
[16374/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Maternity Strategy is very 
clear that all women must have equal access to standardised ultrasound services.  The Strategy 
will be implemented on a phased basis and this work will be led by the National Women and 
Infants Health Programme.  The Programme’s Implementation Plan for the Strategy includes 
a number of actions to facilitate the provision by all maternity hospitals/units of dating and 
anomaly scans to all pregnant women.  Indeed, the issue of anomaly scanning is a priority issue 
for the Programme and I am assured that it will continue to work with the six Hospital Groups 
to assist in increasing access to anomaly scans for those units with limited availability.

I can confirm that additional funding has been made available for anomaly scanning in 
2018.  In relation to the specific query raised concerning Midlands Regional Hospital Mullin-
gar, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

17/04/2018WRAAA04000General Practitioner Data

17/04/2018WRAAA04100959. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of general prac-
titioners required based on the population of a town; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16377/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): General Practitioners are private contrac-
tors. There is no prescribed ratio of GPs to patients and the State does not regulate the number 
of General Practitioners that can set up in a town or community.

Under the provisions of the Health (Provision of General Practitioner) Act 2012, a GP can 
enter into a state contract to provide GP services provided he/she is on the Medical Council’s 
Specialist Register in  General Practice, irrespective of the number of GPs that are already es-
tablished in an area.

Under the terms of the General Medical Services and GP Visit Card contracts, the number 
of persons who hold a medical card or GP visit card on a GP’s patient panel may not exceed 
2,000, except in exceptional circumstances. Under the terms of the contract for the provision 
of services to children under six years of age, the aggregate number patients under six and all 
other patients who hold a medical card or GP visit card on a GP’s patient panel may not exceed 
2,200, except in exceptional circumstances. The State does not prescribe the number of private 
patients that may be registered with a GP; this is a matter for individual GP practices.

17/04/2018WRAAA04300HSE Properties

17/04/2018WRAAA04400960. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the refur-
bishment to the HSE-owned property on Drogheda Street, Monasterevin, County Kildare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16378/18]

17/04/2018WRAAA04500961. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the delays that are prevent-
ing the completion of the refurbishment of the HSE-owned property on Drogheda Street, Mon-
asterevin, County Kildare. [16379/18]
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17/04/2018WRAAA04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 960 and 
961 together.

As the HSE is responsible for the delivery of health care infrastructure projects, the Execu-
tive has been requested to reply directly to you in relation to the property on Drogheda Street, 
Monasterevin, County Kildare.

17/04/2018WRBBB00200Parliamentary Questions

17/04/2018WRBBB00300962. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 312 of 5 December 2017, the reason it took his Department from 27 November 
2017 until 5 March 2018 to provide a reply to same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16382/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 5 December 2017, I asked the HSE to 
reply directly to you in respect of the service matter raised in Parliamentary Question 312 of 5 
December 2017. 

I have asked the HSE to reply to you directly in relation to the query now raised. 

17/04/2018WRBBB00500Medical Register Administration

17/04/2018WRBBB00600963. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the steps he has taken to ad-
dress the issue of doctors working in hospitals as consultants who are not on the Medical Coun-
cil’s specialist register as such; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16384/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under section 57 of the Health Act 2004, the 
HSE’s regulatory functions include responsibility for all Consultant appointments in the public 
health service in Ireland including HSE hospitals, voluntary  hospitals,  mental health services  
and other agencies; whether additional, replacement, temporary or locum. 

In March 2008 the HSE amended the qualifications specified for Consultant posts to require 
membership of the specialist division of the Register of Medical Practitioners maintained by the 
Medical Council.  The HSE Policy in respect of all Consultant Appointments, both permanent 
and temporary is a requirement that they are on the Specialist Register. 

The HSE issued instructions to all managers in July 2017 in relation to the management 
of those in posts who are not on the Specialist Register. These include putting in place a risk 
mitigation plan where the appointee does not hold the specified qualifications. This can include 
appropriate senior clinical oversight, if required.  Consultants appointed prior to 2008 who do 
not hold specialist registration are to be supported in achieving registration.  

Employers have also been asked to ensure that the contracts of temporary or locum doctors 
who do not hold the qualifications required for the post they occupy be ended and employment 
terminated.  There are limited circumstances where, an experienced doctor, usually a Senior 
Registrar, who would not be on the Specialist Register may cover for an absent Consultant. This 
is in order to ensure senior medical coverage and to ensure the provision of safe quality care.  
The HSE has stated that this only occurs as a final option, in emergency circumstances. 

Any doctor who occupies a consultant post, even if he/she is not on the specialist register 
would still hold a medical licence and would be on a division of the Medical Council Register.  
They are also fully qualified to practice medicine.
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I expect the HSE to comply with statutory and policy requirements when filling consultant 
posts and I am satisfied that it has taken the steps necessary to do so.

17/04/2018WRBBB00800HSE Data

17/04/2018WRBBB00900964. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health when work on the redevelop-
ment of sites (details supplied) will commence; the number of beds in operation at the facilities; 
the number of beds to be made available in the proposed redeveloped facility; when the redevel-
opment is expected to be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16387/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRBBB01100Primary Care Centres Provision

17/04/2018WRBBB01200965. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in the 
development of a proposed new primary care centre to serve the Laytown and Bettystown areas 
of County Meath; the amount spent by the HSE to date on the project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16390/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBB01400Nursing Home Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRBBB01500966. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health when work on the development 
of the new public nursing home facility at St. Brigid’s Hospital, Ardee, County Louth, will com-
mence; the number of long-term nursing beds in operation at the St. Joseph’s facility, Ardee; the 
number of beds to be made available in the proposed new facility; when the new development 
is expected to be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16397/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRBBB01700Birth Certificates Administration

17/04/2018WRBBB01800967. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if after implementation 
through the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill 2017, a partner in a same-sex relationship and 
parent to a child who was born before the implementation of the Bill will retrospectively be 
listed as a parent on the child’s birth certificate along with their partner due to the fact that Parts 
2 and 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 have not yet been implemented. 
[16398/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There are a number of interconnections be-
tween Parts 2 & 3 of the Children and Family Relationships 2015 and the provisions outlined 



17 April 2018

447

in the General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill 2017.  In an effort to ensure 
that a coherent and consistent approach is adopted in relation to the broader regulatory frame-
work for assisted human reproduction, these interconnections and their compatibility are being 
examined and considered as part of the process of drafting the Assisted Human Reproduction 
Bill.  Sections 20 - 23 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 are intended as an 
enabling provision for the retrospective recognition of parentage in circumstances such as those 
described.  These sections will come into effect when Parts 2 & 3 of the Children and Family 
Relationships Act 2015 are commenced.

A number of technical drafting issues have come to light in relation to Parts 2 & 3 of the 
Children and Family Relationships Act 2015.  The implications of these issues are being ex-
plored by officials in my Department and the Office of the Attorney General and clarification on 
whether primary legislation is required to resolve these issues is being sought.  In the event that 
primary legislation is required I would seek to deal with it as a matter of urgency.

17/04/2018WRBBB02000Departmental Staff Redeployment

17/04/2018WRBBB02100968. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase staff num-
bers in the cross-border directive office in view of the volume of applications it is receiving; if 
applications can be processed more promptly and efficiently; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16400/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRBBB02300Ambulance Service Data

17/04/2018WRBBB02400969. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulances 
and crews covering Sligo town throughout the day on a 24-hour basis; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16401/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

17/04/2018WRBBB02600Ambulance Service Data

17/04/2018WRBBB02700970. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulances 
and crews that cover County Sligo throughout the day on a 24-hour basis; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16402/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

17/04/2018WRBBB02900Ambulance Service Data

17/04/2018WRBBB03000971. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health if there are different numbers 
of ambulances and crews available during the week and different times during the day; if so, 
the reason therefor; the breakdown in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[16403/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

17/04/2018WRBBB03200Ambulance Service Data

17/04/2018WRBBB03300972. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the procedures which govern 
the handover of patients to hospitals by ambulances; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16404/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

17/04/2018WRBBB03500Ambulance Service Data

17/04/2018WRBBB03600973. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the length of time a handover 
of a patient to hospital by an ambulance crew takes at Sligo University Hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16405/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

17/04/2018WRBBB03800Ambulance Service Provision

17/04/2018WRBBB03900974. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health when additional ambulances 
and crews will be made available to County Sligo and Sligo town; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16406/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

17/04/2018WRBBB04100Ambulance Service Data

17/04/2018WRBBB04200975. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the geographical areas of 
County Sligo and Sligo town ambulances and crews cover; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16407/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

17/04/2018WRBBB04400Mental Health Services Provision

17/04/2018WRBBB04500976. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be offered comprehensive services from CAMHS; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16420/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
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matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRBBB04700Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRBBB04800977. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the number of clerical officers 
and clerical assistants in his Department on temporary contracts by years of service; if these 
officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil Service when they have served a fixed 
period of time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16432/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department has one temporary clerical 
officer who has been engaged on a contract of two years’ duration for specific work to be com-
pleted over a fixed period of time and it is not anticipated that this temporary clerical officer will 
be retained beyond the end of that period. 

17/04/2018WRBBB05000Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/04/2018WRBBB05100978. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the reason for excluding persons 
over 21 years of age with type 1 diabetes from accessing the FreeStyle Libre device which will 
assist in their health situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16439/18]

17/04/2018WRBBB05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

     Question No. 979 answered with Question No. 727.

17/04/2018WRCCC00300Hospital Appointments Status

17/04/2018WRCCC00400980. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare will be called for a medical procedure.  [16468/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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17/04/2018WRCCC00600Disease Management

17/04/2018WRCCC00700981. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health his plans to implement a similar 
practice to that in Germany for the detection and treatment of Lyme disease; his further plans to 
improve follow up care for persons following diagnosis; his views on whether current training 
for doctors is adequate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16503/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC00800986. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health his plans to implement a similar 
practice to that in Germany for the detection and treatment of Lyme disease; his plans to im-
prove follow up care for persons following diagnosis; his views on whether current training for 
doctors is adequate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16520/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC009001029. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health his plans to implement a similar 
practice to that in Germany for the detection and treatment of Lyme disease; his plans to im-
prove follow up care for persons following diagnosis; his views on whether current training for 
doctors is adequate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16760/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 981, 986 
and 1029 together.

Lyme disease (also known as Lyme borreliosis) is an infection caused by a spiral-shaped 
bacterium called Borrelia burgdorferi.  It is transmitted to humans by bites from ticks infected 
with the bacteria.  The infection is generally mild affecting only the skin but can occasionally be 
more severe and highly debilitating.  Lyme disease is diagnosed by medical history and physi-
cal examination.  The infection is confirmed by blood tests which look for antibodies produced 
by an infected person’s body in response to the infection.  These normally take several weeks 
to develop and may not be present in the early stages of the disease.  The standard laboratory 
approach to Lyme diagnostics is a two-stage approach and has been agreed by experts from the 
Scientific Advisory Committee of the Health Protection Surveillance Centre and other Irish and 
international experts.  This testing is available in Ireland.

Laboratories in Ireland generally follow the laboratory testing recommendations of the US 
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, the Infectious Disease Society of America, the Eu-
ropean Federation of Neurological Societies, and the British Infection Association.  Irish labo-
ratories have their own quality assurance methods to make sure the tests are working correctly 
as well as being accredited by the Irish National Accreditation Body to perform the test cor-
rectly.   In undertaking Lyme testing, it is essential that the results are interpreted in the light of 
the clinical condition of the patient.  If the result of this initial screen is equivocal, the patient’s 
samples are referred to the U.K.’s Rare and Imported Pathogens Laboratory.  This laboratory 
uses a two-tier system recommended by American and European authorities which involves a 
screening test followed by a confirmatory test.

Testing which is performed abroad may be performed in laboratories which have not met 
National or International Accreditation (Quality Standards).  These tests may be more likely to 
give a “false positive” result. 

Lyme disease can be very successfully treated using common antibiotics by General Practi-
tioners.  These antibiotics are effective at clearing the rash and helping to prevent the develop-
ment of complications.  Antibiotics are generally given for up to three weeks.  If complications 
develop, intravenous antibiotics may be considered.

The HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre website (www.hpsc.ie) gives extensive in-
formation on Lyme disease diagnosis, treatment and how to avoid tick bites.  A Lyme Disease 
Subcommittee of the Scientific Advisory Committee of HPSC with professional clinical, ento-
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mological, scientific and environmental health expert representation (including a representative 
of the Lyme Support Group, Tick-Talk Ireland) has been established to explore all possible 
ways of raising awareness about Lyme disease.  This Subcommittee is expected to meet shortly 
with a view to finalising it report.  This report will cover a number of areas, including initiatives 
undertaken to date, summary advice relating to awareness, preventive advice for the general 
public, preventive advice and material for those responsible for sites or locations known to have 
or suspected as having higher densities of ticks, and summary advice relating to GP manage-
ment of the condition.  Any person who is suffering ill health is eligible to seek medical atten-
tion, and to access appropriate health and social care services, irrespective of the cause of their 
symptoms. 

17/04/2018WRCCC01100Medicinal Products Availability

17/04/2018WRCCC01200982. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if the drug Ocrelizumeb will be 
approved for MS sufferers here (details supplied).  [16504/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reim-
bursement of medicines.

The 2013 Act does not give the Minister for Health any powers in this regard.  The HSE 
does not require approval or consent from the Minister or Government when making a reim-
bursement decision.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE). 

The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE, and makes recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a decision framework 
to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention

As outlined in the IPHA agreement, and in line with the 2013 Act,  the HSE will decide, 
within 180 days of receiving the application (or a longer period if further information is sought 
from the company), to either: 

1. add the medicine to the reimbursement list or agree to reimburse it as a hospital medicine,

2. refuse to reimburse the medicine. 

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible and within the 180 
days. However, because of the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price 
is achieved, as these commitments are often multi-million euro investments on an on-going 
basis. Successful price negotiations also allow for further drugs to be approved within the finite 
budget available. 

I have been informed that the NCPE are currently conducting health technology assess-
ments for Ocrelizumab for the treatment of adult patients with early primary progressive mul-
tiple sclerosis (PPMS) and for the treatment of adult patients with relapsing forms of multiple 
sclerosis (RMS).
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Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRCCC01350983. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that more than 900 children are on the waiting list for three years in Crumlin children’s 
hospital to be seen, diagnosed and treated for juvenile arthritis; if his attention has been fur-
ther drawn to the fact that the World Health Organization recommends a country of Ireland’s 
population should have a minimum of six paediatric rheumatologists with a treatment waiting 
time of no more than six weeks; and the steps being taken to ensure more timely treatment is 
provided in these cases.  [16505/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC013751017. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health the actions the HSE has 
taken to date to deal with the increasing waiting lists for children seeking paediatric rheumatol-
ogy treatment; the number of children on the waiting list; the waiting period involved; if this 
number is compliant with the World Health Organization standards; if not, his plans or those 
of the HSE to deal with this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16709/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC013871037. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to 
reduce the waiting list in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin for children to be seen, diag-
nosed and treated for juvenile arthritis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16779/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC01393Minister for Health(Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 983, 1017 
and 1037 together.

I am aware that there are challenges in meeting the growing demand for rheumatology 
services, and that the Health Service Executive is working towards improving access to such 
services.  In relation to rheumatology service provision, as this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible. 

17/04/2018WRCCC01400Paediatric Services

17/04/2018WRCCC01500984. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to amend or abolish the 
terms of loco parentis in paediatric home care packages; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16517/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC01600985. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to request that the HSE 
take on board the recommendation for a parent representative to be included on the Primary 
Care Steering Group in view of a motion of support for same passed by Seanad Éireann earlier 
in 2018.  [16518/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 984 and 
985 together.

As this question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to 
the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

Question No. 986 answered with Question No. 981.

17/04/2018WRCCC02000Cross-Border Health Services Provision

17/04/2018WRCCC02100987. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive a decision on their application to the Cross Border Direc-
tive for reimbursement of expenses for a medical procedure which was sent in January 2018; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16521/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the relevant legislation, 
Statutory Instruments 203 of 2014 and 65 of 2015, the Health Service Executive operates the 
EU Directive on Patients’ Rights in Cross Border Healthcare in Ireland, including the reim-
bursement of patients.

Accordingly the HSE has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRCCC02300Paediatric Services

17/04/2018WRCCC02400988. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the status of the Primary 
Care Steering Group (details supplied); the status of the abolition of the loco parentis clause in 
paediatrics homecare packages; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16587/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

17/04/2018WRCCC02600Disease Management

17/04/2018WRCCC02700989. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 174 of 14 December 2016 and 227 of 24 May 2017, the status of the work of the 
Lyme borreliosis subcommittee; his plans to update processes for the detection and treatment 
of Lyme disease; his further plans to improve follow up care for persons following diagnosis; 
his views on whether training for doctors is adequate in this regard; the screening processes in 
place to ensure that blood donations are screened for Lyme borreliosis; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16588/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this PQ refers to the Lyme borreliosis 
subcommittee of the Health Protection Surveillance Centre, I have referred it to the Health Ser-
vice Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRCCC02900Protected Disclosures

17/04/2018WRCCC03000990. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the refusal by the management at Our Lady’s Hospice in Harold’s Cross to accept a protected 
disclosure from members of its staff; the obligations on employers under this legislation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16591/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the question refers to a Section 38 Agen-
cy which is governed by the Health Service Executive, this is a matter for the HSE.

This question has been referred to the Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRCCC03200Home Help Service Provision

17/04/2018WRCCC03300991. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
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plied) will be considered for additional hours of home help; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16599/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRCCC03500Home Care Packages Provision

17/04/2018WRCCC03600992. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health when a home care package 
awarded to a person (details supplied) will be put in place.  [16601/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRCCC03800Disabilities Assessments

17/04/2018WRCCC03900993. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for an assessment of needs; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16603/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 994 answered with Question No. 727.

17/04/2018WRCCC04200Mental Health Services Data

17/04/2018WRCCC04300995. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of minors under 18 
years of age in adult psychiatric units by CHO in January, February and March 2018, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16613/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRCCC04500Hospital Beds Data

17/04/2018WRCCC04600996. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the bed capacity numbers allo-
cated for minors under 18 years of age by CHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [16614/18]

17/04/2018WRCCC04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRDDD00200Mental Health Services Data

17/04/2018WRDDD00300997. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for minors under 
18 years of age to be admitted to age-appropriate mental health facilities by CHO in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16615/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRDDD00500Hospital Overcrowding

17/04/2018WRDDD00600998. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of older persons be-
tween 80 and 90 years of age who have been on trolleys by CHO for periods of up to 6, 12, 24 
and in excess of 24 hours in January, February and March 2018, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16616/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRDDD00800Hospital Overcrowding

17/04/2018WRDDD00900999. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of persons over 90 
years of age who have been on trolleys by CHO for periods of up to 6, 12, 24 and in excess of 
24 hours in January, February and March 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16617/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRDDD01100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/04/2018WRDDD012001000. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if funding has been approved 
for a powerchair for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; if so, when funding will 
issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16618/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

Questions Nos. 1001 and 1002 answered with Question No. 735.

17/04/2018WRDDD01600Disease Awareness
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17/04/2018WRDDD017001003. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health when the Lyme disease sub-
committee of the scientific advisory committee of the Health Protection Surveillance Centre, 
HPSC, will publish its report on the possible ways of raising awareness regarding the disease; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16634/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this Question refers to a Lyme disease 
subcommittee of the HPSC scientific advisory committee, I have referred it to the Health Ser-
vice Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRDDD01900Hospital Transfers

17/04/2018WRDDD020001004. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the delays in the intra-hospital transfer of a person (details supplied) requiring urgent 
treatment in the hospital they are referred to; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16636/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have referred it 
to the HSE for a direct response.

17/04/2018WRDDD02200Health Services Staff Data

17/04/2018WRDDD023001005. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of community oph-
thalmic physicians, orthoptists, nurses and administration staff assigned to primary care eye 
services in each local health office area; and the equivalent figures in 2016 and 2017, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16638/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

17/04/2018WRDDD02500Waste Disposal

17/04/2018WRDDD026001006. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health if the HSE is statutorily obliged 
to assess and monitor the risk to human health should An Bord Pleanála approve a company’s 
(details supplied) application to burn waste at its plant in County Limerick. [16642/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have been advised by the HSE that there 
is no environmental or planning legislation which obliges it to assess and monitor the risk to 
human health from a particular site specific development following the granting of planning 
permission.  

The licence assessment process, which is the responsibility of the EPA, includes considering 
elements of human health.  The emission standards are set to take account of impacts on envi-
ronment and human health.  The HSE contributes to the consultation on the licence application 
process.

17/04/2018WRDDD02800Health Services Staff Data

17/04/2018WRDDD029001007. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of paediatric 
rheumatologists and associated staff teams by hospital and location; his plans to increase the 
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number in this regard; if his attention has been drawn to the WHO recommended number of 
paediatric rheumatologists per head of population; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16643/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible. 

17/04/2018WRDDD03100Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRDDD032001008. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
who are on the waiting list for two years of more in all children’s hospitals waiting for a diagno-
sis and treatment for juvenile arthritis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16644/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for hospital pro-
cedures is a key priority of this Government.  On 12 April 2018 the Minister launched the In-
patient/Day Case Action Plan 2018. This plan was compiled by the Department of Health, the 
Health Service Executive, and the National Treatment Purchase Fund. 

As part of the plan the HSE will deliver 1.14 million hospital operations or procedures and 
the NTPF will deliver 20,000 Inpatient Day Case treatments.  Under the plan there will be a 
significant reduction in the overall number of people waiting for a procedure.  The target is that 
the waiting list numbers will fall to 70,000 by the end of the year, from a peak of 86,100 in July 
2017.

In relation to your particular query, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to re-
spond to the Deputy directly. 

17/04/2018WRDDD03400Home Help Service Data

17/04/2018WRDDD035001009. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
employed as home help by the HSE in counties Kildare, Laois and Offaly at the end of each 
of the years 2010 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16650/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WRDDD03700Disease Management

17/04/2018WRDDD038001010. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the supports in place for 
persons with Lyme disease. [16651/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this Question refers to service issues re-
garding Lyme disease, I have referred it to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRDDD04000Legislative Reviews
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17/04/2018WRDDD041001011. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the progress on the Mental 
Health Act 2001 in regard to the recommendations by the expert group review of the Mental 
Health Act 2001 in 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16652/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): An Expert Group 
Review of the Mental Health Act 2001 was published in 2015.  There are 165 recommenda-
tions contained in the review and most of these relate to amendments to the Mental Health Act.  
The changes are progressive in nature and first and foremost seek to move away from the often 
paternalistic interpretation of the existing legislation to one where, insofar as is possible, the 
individual has the final say in what he or she deems to be in his or her best interests.

The previous Government granted approval for the preparation of a general scheme of a 
bill to reflect the recommendations of the review in revised mental health legislation.  Work is 
ongoing on this comprehensive updating of our mental health legislation and the draft heads are 
expected to be significantly progressed by end of Q3 2018, at which point consultation with the 
Mental Health Commission will take place.  It is essential that the Mental Health Commission, 
which has a very significant and important role in overseeing the safeguards provided in the 
Act, have full input into the framing of the many amendments to be included in revised mental 
health legislation.

17/04/2018WRDDD04300Hospital Services

17/04/2018WRDDD044001012. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 618 of 20 March 2018, the reason for the high number of cancellations in Our 
Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda in the urology department in comparison to other acute 
hospitals; if the reduction of urology consultant hours from 82 to 55 hours per week will be 
investigated; his plans to increase the number of contracted hours; the average waiting times 
for urology procedures across the RCSI hospital group; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16654/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRDDD04600Hospital Services

17/04/2018WRDDD047001013. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health his plans to reopen the pre-
discharge unit, PDU, in Kilcreene Orthopaedic Hospital, County Kilkenny, to bring 26 beds 
back on stream for use as stepdown, rehabilitation or respite to alleviate congestion at St. 
Luke’s Hospital, County Kilkenny; if the possibility of utilising the four private rooms in the 
PDU Kilcreene to accommodate isolation patients and in turn take high infection cases out of 
an acute setting at St. Luke’s Hospital will be investigated; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16656/18]

17/04/2018WRDDD04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WREEE00200Hospital Services

17/04/2018WREEE003001014. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the fu-
ture of Kilcreene Orthopaedic Hospital, County Kilkenny; his plans to utilise same to alleviate 
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emergency and elective orthopaedic waiting lists in Waterford regional hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [16657/18]

17/04/2018WREEE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WREEE00500Nursing Staff Recruitment

17/04/2018WREEE006001015. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health his views on the adequacy of 
measures in place to recruit and retain highly skilled nurses here and abroad; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16658/18]

17/04/2018WREEE00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government and the HSE remain com-
mitted to recruiting and retaining nurses and midwives in the public health service.  As part of 
the Nursing Recruitment and Retention Agreement with the INMO and SIPTU, the HSE agreed 
to appoint 1,224 additional nurses and midwives in 2017.  The HSE is finalising the report set-
ting out progress on implementation of the Agreement as at end December 2017.  Indications 
are that there has been significant growth in the appointment of nurses and midwives in the final 
months of the year with 942 WTE of the 1,224 posts filled (including student nurses) or 69% 
(847 WTE) excluding the student nurses.  The HSE remain committed to the Agreement and 
efforts will continue to fill the remaining posts.

The measures put in place by the HSE to recruit nurses and midwives included two inter-
national recruitment campaigns in 2017 the “Bring Them Home” campaign and the “New Year 
New Career”.  Nurses who relocate to work in the Irish public health service can receive up to 
€3,000 in relocation expenses.  The HSE has also offered all graduate nurses permanent posts 
within a Hospital Group or CHO subject to them attaining registration and satisfactory perfor-
mance.

Some of the retention measures undertaken by the HSE include providing 120 Advanced 
Nurse Practitioner education places, a pre-retirement initiative, career breaks and education and 
training opportunities.

The Public Service Pay Commission has already recognised that nurses and midwives are 
one of the grades which have recruitment and retention difficulties.  Their second phase of work 
is underway, with nurses and midwifery grades being one of the first groups to be looked at.  I 
expect their report in June and look forward to hearing what recommendations they will make.

17/04/2018WREEE00800Suicide Prevention

17/04/2018WREEE009001016. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated for the provi-
sion of applied suicide intervention skills training, ASIST, courses; the number of such courses 
held to date since January 2018; if the HSE has run ASIST courses since January 2018; if the 
HSE plans to run ASIST courses in 2018 which are not outsourced; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16678/18]

17/04/2018WREEE01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.    Question No. 1017 answered with Question No. 983.
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17/04/2018WREEE01100Mental Health Services Funding

17/04/2018WREEE012001018. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health the measures he is taking to 
resolve the underfunding of child and adolescent mental health services in County Wexford; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16710/18]

17/04/2018WREEE01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/04/2018WREEE01400Hospital Appointments Delays

17/04/2018WREEE015001019. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16721/18]

17/04/2018WREEE01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WREEE01700Home Care Packages

17/04/2018WREEE018001020. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if the abolition of the in loco 
parentis clause with regard to paediatric home care packages will be reviewed.  [16724/18]

17/04/2018WREEE01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

17/04/2018WREEE02000Hospital Consultant Recruitment

17/04/2018WREEE021001021. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if he with the HSE will secure 
an additional paediatric rheumatologist for Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin, in view 
of the fact that there are over 900 children on a waiting list for over three years to be seen in the 
hospital to be treated for juvenile arthritis. [16725/18]

17/04/2018WREEE02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WREEE02300Services for People with Disabilities

17/04/2018WREEE024001022. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding par-
ent representation on the HSE primary care steering group for children with special needs; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16732/18]

17/04/2018WREEE025001023. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to 
the in loco parentis clause in respect of paediatric home care packages; if the matter will be 
reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16733/18]

17/04/2018WREEE02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1022 and 
1023 together.
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As these question(s) relate to service matters, I have arranged for them to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

17/04/2018WREEE02800Orthodontic Services Provision

17/04/2018WREEE029001024. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will have orthodontic treatment carried out. [16736/18]

17/04/2018WREEE03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WREEE03100Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WREEE032001025. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
and adolescents in Cork city and County Cork on a waiting list for orthodontic assessment and 
orthodontic treatment, respectively; the length of time they have been waiting; the number of 
consultants providing such services in the location, including vacancies; the steps being taken 
to reduce the waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16737/18]

17/04/2018WREEE03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WREEE03400Health Services Provision

17/04/2018WREEE035001026. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the 
necessary steps can be undertaken with a view to early diagnosis in the case of a person (details 
supplied); if arrangements will be made to isolate the cause of their condition; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16748/18]

17/04/2018WREEE03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the specific case raised, as this 
is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

17/04/2018WREEE03700Health Services

17/04/2018WREEE038001027. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of works planned for 
a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16754/18]

17/04/2018WREEE03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WREEE04000Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

17/04/2018WREEE041001028. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of an application by a 
person (details supplied) for the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16756/18]

17/04/2018WREEE04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

Question No. 1029 answered with Question No. 981.

17/04/2018WREEE04400Emergency Departments Data

17/04/2018WREEE045001030. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency de-
partment new attendances at Cavan General Hospital in each of the years 2012 to 2017 and to 
date in 2018 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16767/18]

17/04/2018WREEE04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government provided an additional €30 
million in 2017 and €40 million in 2018 for measures aimed at alleviating pressure on Emer-
gency Departments this winter.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WREEE04700General Practitioner Services Provision

17/04/2018WREEE048001031. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the roll-out of 
the proposed out-of-hours general practitioner service for north County Wicklow; if a service 
provider has been selected; the service to be provided; the scheduled start date for the service; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16770/18]

17/04/2018WREEE04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service matter, 
I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

17/04/2018WRFFF00200Disease Incidence

17/04/2018WRFFF003001032. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to research conducted by the HSE to ascertain the prevalence of sickle cell disease in the State; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16774/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service matter it 
has been referred to the HSE for a direct reply.

17/04/2018WRFFF00500Health Services Provision

17/04/2018WRFFF006001033. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the system the HSE has in 
place to enable it to deal with persons living with sickle cell disease; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16775/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service issue it 
has been referred to the Health Service Executive for a direct reply.

17/04/2018WRFFF00800Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRFFF009001034. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
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outpatient waiting lists in each of the years 1999 to 2010, in tabular form. [16776/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRFFF01100Hospital Waiting Lists Data

17/04/2018WRFFF012001035. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
inpatient waiting lists in each of the years 1999 to 2010, in tabular form.  [16777/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRFFF01400Hospital Charges

17/04/2018WRFFF015001036. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if the imposition of the €80 
charge on sufferers of haemochromatosis will be reconsidered in view of the impact it is having 
on persons requiring venesection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16778/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Act 1970 (as amended) provides 
that all people ordinarily resident in Ireland are entitled, subject to certain charges, to pub-
lic in-patient hospital services including consultant services and to public out-patient hospital 
services. Under Section 52 of the Health Act 1970, as amended by Section 12 of the Health 
(Amendment) Act 2013, a person who has been referred to a hospital for an in-patient service, 
including that provided on a day case basis, will have to pay the statutory daily charge, currently 
€80 per day, up to a maximum of €800 per year. On this basis, where venesection is classed as 
a day case procedure and is not carried out in an out-patient setting, the public in-patient charge 
applies.

My Department is currently considering the issue of the application of the public in-patient 
charge of €80 for venesection in Acute Hospitals as well as broader issues in relation to the 
treatment of patients with Hereditary Haemochromatosis. 

Question No. 1037 answered with Question No. 983. 

Question No. 1038 answered with Question No. 735.

17/04/2018WRFFF01800Hospital Waiting Lists

17/04/2018WRFFF019001039. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16819/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.   

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
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tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.   

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/04/2018WRFFF02100Hare Coursing

17/04/2018WRFFF022001040. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps 
his Department will take in view of renewed calls to ban hare coursing and hare hunting follow-
ing a warning from wildlife experts that the Irish hare is in trouble, with dwindling numbers; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15999/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Coursing is 
regulated under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly by the Irish Coursing Club (ICC), 
subject to the general control of Bord na gCon.

The ICC is committed to maintaining high standards in the sport of coursing, and it actively 
promotes the protection and conservation of the Irish hare. The ICC has assured my Department 
that it has extensive systems and practices in place to underpin the welfare of hares and grey-
hounds involved in coursing and also that it goes to great lengths to ensure the highest standards 
of welfare are adhered to.

Coursing operates in a highly regulated environment coupled with a comprehensive set of 
rules directly applied by the ICC. It operates under a licence from the Minister of Culture, Heri-
tage & the Gaeltacht, issued annually with a total of 26 conditions. These include a variety of 
measures, including a requirement that a qualified veterinarian attends at all coursing meetings 
to report on the health of the hares, a prohibition on the coursing of hares more than once in the 
same day, a prohibition on the coursing of sick or pregnant hares and a requirement that hares 
be released back into the wild during daylight hours.

The ICC undertakes a range of actions to address issues related to health and welfare. Cours-
ing clubs are required to comply fully with directives, instructions and guidance notes issued by 
the ICC in all matters relating to the capture, keeping in captivity, tagging, marking, coursing 
and release of hares, and the muzzling of greyhounds.

A monitoring committee on coursing is in place, comprising officials from my Department, 
the ICC and the National Parks and Wildlife Services (NPWS), to monitor developments in 
coursing and in that regard the situation is kept under constant review to ensure that coursing is 
run in a well controlled and responsible manner in the interests of both hares and greyhounds.

The committee meets after each coursing season to review the outcome of all coursing meet-
ings, having particular regard to hare and greyhound welfare.   

I believe that it is critically important that those involved in coursing operate in accordance 
with the regulatory framework and that the welfare of both hares and greyhounds is at the fore-
front at all times. I have no plans at present to alter this arrangement.

17/04/2018WRFFF02400Wind Energy Generation

17/04/2018WRFFF025001041. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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his views on the report that wind farm developers (details supplied) forecast they will make a 
€100 million profit from a €25 million investment in wind energy over a four year period; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15002/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF026001042. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on the report that developers (details supplied) forecast they will make a €100 million 
profit from a €25 million investment in wind energy over a four year period; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15017/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1041 and 1042 together.

Coillte was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters are the responsibility of the company.

 I am aware of the press announcement by Coillte, on 22 March 2018, of a process to ex-
plore investor interest in acquiring Coillte’s 50% stake in each of its joint venture wind farms at 
Raheenleagh, Cloosh Valley and Castlepook and a 25% stake in Sliabh Bawn was noted.  As a 
shareholder, I had given my approval to Coillte to explore the sale of these assets given the cur-
rent positive market conditions. This approval was given together with the other shareholder, 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. Any final decision on sales will be a matter for 
the Board of Coillte and will require the approval of the shareholding Ministers.

17/04/2018WRFFF02900GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRFFF030001043. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
farmers will receive the balance of GLAS payments due since December 2017. [14942/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Balancing 
Payments for the GLAS scheme can only commence when the Member State has verified that 
all eligibility conditions have been met. This is a requirement in the relevant EU Payment Regu-
lations and is a long-standing EU audit requirement.

DAFM is currently under-taking the required level of inspections required to facilitate the 
balancing payments and is working to have this completed by mid-May. It is anticipated that 
GLAS balancing payments will then commence in mid-May.

I would encourage any GLAS applicant with outstanding obligations, such as the submis-
sion of a Nutrient Management Plan or a Commonage Management Plan to speak to their 
advisor and ensure that this work is completed as a priority. Without the submission of all the 
required information, these applicants will be ineligible for their balancing payment. 

17/04/2018WRFFF03200Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Eligibility

17/04/2018WRFFF033001044. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the need to assign disadvantaged status to lands owned by a person (details supplied) in County 
Wexford will be examined in view of the fact the land is poor and unsuitable for intensive farm-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14969/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In line with 
requirements under EU regulation, land to be deemed as eligible under the Areas of Natural 
Constraint (ANC) Scheme is being reviewed and designated using a set list of bio-physical 
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criteria such as soil drainage, texture and slope.   

My Department has commenced work on this project, and relevant technical experts are 
currently working on analysing the data in relation to the new criteria. Once this process is com-
plete, the data will provide the basis for the identification of eligible areas in the ANC Scheme 
from 2019 onwards. 

In order to progress this work, my Department is in on-going communication with the 
EU Commission in relation to the accepted parameters and technical aspects of this project. 
Any change to the ANC scheme on foot of this process will require formal agreement with the 
EU Commission via an amendment of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme 2014 - 2020.

17/04/2018WRFFF03500Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

17/04/2018WRFFF036001045. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an agri-environment options scheme, AEOS, payment for a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14997/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named is a participant in the AEOS3 scheme which commenced on 1 May 2013 and is due to 
complete participation on 31 December 2018. All payments have issued in respect of the 2013 
to 2016 scheme years.

In 2017 the application was subject to inspection. The results of this inspection are currently 
being finalised and the 2017 payment will issue shortly.

17/04/2018WRFFF03800Aquaculture Licence Applications

17/04/2018WRFFF039001046. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 433 of 17 October 2017, if a response was received 
by his Department in respect of an aquaculture licence for a person (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15029/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment received an application for an Aquaculture Licence from the person referred to by the 
Deputy in June 2017. 

As the Deputy is aware, my Department discovered an error of a technical nature with this 
application. I can confirm that this error has now been addressed by the applicant. 

The application is currently being assessed by my Department in accordance with the ap-
plicable legislation and it would not be appropriate for me to comment further pending the 
conclusion of that process. 

17/04/2018WRFFF04100GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRFFF042001047. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons waiting for GLAS payments; the number of part payments issued; and his 
plans to have the outstanding payments processed. [15061/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF043001074. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the number of 2017 GLAS payments outstanding to farmers; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15770/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1047 and 1074 together.

As of 12 April, 46,835 participants have received a 2017 advance payment. This represents 
over 98% of all eligible applicants. There will be another payment run this week also.

Of the remaining cases, the majority are the responsibility of the applicant and the payment 
is delayed due to the applicant not meeting his or her obligations under the scheme. I would 
encourage all applicants to ensure that any outstanding issues are resolved in order to allow the 
Department to make the payment. 

The remaining cases after these are those which require individual attention from my De-
partment and which we are working through to finalise as quickly as possible. This attention 
is usually required to make an amendment to the payment to reflect a change request from the 
applicant for e.g. withdrawing or amending an action or an eligible parcel under the scheme. 

17/04/2018WRFFF04500Commonage Division

17/04/2018WRFFF046001048. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to review rules setting the minimum and maximum agricultural activity for commonage 
in view of these rules impacting on the most economically challenged families; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15138/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The legal re-
quirements on agricultural activity with regard to eligibility of land, including commonage, are 
established in EU Regulation 1307/2013.  My Department issued written guidelines concerning 
land eligibility in the booklet ‘A guide to Land Eligibility Direct Payment Schemes’, which was 
circulated to farmers in 2015. This booklet is also available on my Department’s website: www.
agriculture.gov.ie.  The Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) terms and conditions 2018 refer to the 
requirement to have “activity throughout the parcel”.  These documented rules with regard to 
activity are required since 2015 and will continue to be required in 2018.  

17/04/2018WRFFF04800Knowledge Transfer Programme

17/04/2018WRFFF049001049. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a person (details supplied) will receive a knowledge transfer payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15143/18]

17/04/2018WRFFF05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Knowledge 
Transfer is one of a suite of measures included under the Rural Development Programme 2014-
2020 and involves the formation of knowledge transfer groups across the beef, dairy, equine, 
sheep, tillage and poultry sectors. 

The person named is a primary participant in the Knowledge Transfer Beef Programme. A re-
imbursement of €750 per annum is due to farmer participants who complete all scheme commit-
ments in each year of the three year programme.

In Year One of the programme participants were required to attend KT Group meetings and 
complete a Farm Improvement Plan with their group facilitator. The Animal Health Measures 
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of the Farm Improvement Plan is completed with a private veterinary practitioner. 

The person  named attended three of the five meetings required under the programme and 
did not avail of the opportunity to attend a KT Event in lieu of one of the required meetings. Un-
der the terms and conditions of the programme this non-compliance entails a payment reduction 
of 60%.

The person named also did not meet the scheme requirement to complete the Animal Health 
Measures by the deadline of 23rd August, 2018.  This incurs a payment reduction of 30%.

Thus the payment to the person named is subject to a total reduction of 90%. Payment runs 
in respect of Year One are ongoing and it is expected that payment will issue to the person 
named shortly.

17/04/2018WRGGG00200Consultancy Contracts Data

17/04/2018WRGGG003001050. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the 
number of consultants engaged by his Department in those years; the names of the consultancy 
companies awarded contracts; and the steps which have been taken to reduce the expenditure 
on consultancy and the reliance on consultants by his Department in these years and for the 
future. [15202/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment seeks to minimise the use of consultants and only engages consultancy companies when 
particular additional expertise is required for delivery of the services which support the busi-
ness processes of the Department.  Such services are used in areas where the Department does 
not have the required expertise or internal capacity to deliver the services required and where it 
would not make practical, operational or economic sense to build up this capability within the 
Department. 

The information requested by the Deputy is being compiled and will be forwarded directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

17/04/2018WRGGG00500Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

17/04/2018WRGGG006001051. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on whether it is realistic to expect that a shortfall from Brexit in the Common Agricul-
tural Policy, CAP, 2020 will be made up in full by European Union member states; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15237/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There will be 
budgetary challenges facing the CAP post 2020 budget, arising not only from the UK’s decision 
to exit the EU, but also from the need to address other EU policy priorities such as migration 
and security.

The determination of budgetary ceilings and contributions is ultimately a matter for EU 
Heads of State and  Finance Ministers.  The Taoiseach, in his address to the European Parlia-
ment in January 2018, indicated that Ireland is open to contributing more to the EU budget, but 
only if it is spent on policies that contribute to the advancement of the European ideal. How-
ever, not all Member States are in favour of increasing their contributions.  
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Furthermore, Commissioner Oettinger has indicated that  he expects a cut of between 5% 
and 10% in CAP funding, in circumstances where some member states are seeking a cut of up 
to 30%.

Against that background, the forthcoming negotiations on the Multi Annual Financial 
Framework, and on the share to be attributed to the CAP, are likely to be difficult.  I have ar-
gued at the Council of Agriculture Ministers that the maintenance of a strong CAP budget will 
be more important than ever in the period post 2020, against the background of Brexit and given 
the increased ambition for the policy in terms of climate change and other public goods. I can 
assure the Deputy that I will continue to argue for the maintenance of the strongest possible 
budget for CAP in the years ahead. 

17/04/2018WRGGG00800Coillte Teoranta Activities

17/04/2018WRGGG009001052. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the numbers of Coillte farm partnerships in each county in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15263/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Coillte was 
established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and day-to-day 
operational matters, such as the Coillte Farm Partnership Scheme, are the responsibility of the 
company.   

The company has, however, provided the following information in relation to the Coillte 
Farm Partnership Scheme:

County Partnerships Leased Area (Ha)
Carlow 13 166
Cavan 29 469
Clare 33 559
Cork 62 1108
Donegal 21 366
Galway 99 1850
Kerry 13 216
Kilkenny 73 1380
Laois/Kildare 19 350
Leitrim/Sligo 10 134
Limerick 37 724
Longford 17 256
Mayo 7 90
Meath/Louth 11 140
Monaghan 6 59
Offaly 5 73
Roscommon 14 180
Tipperary 99 1891
Waterford 44 904
Westmeath 19 447
Wexford 22 464
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County Partnerships Leased Area (Ha)
Wicklow/Dublin 42 977
Total 695 12803
Coillte advise that the figures for counties where there are less than 5 partnerships have been 

included with the neighbouring county.  I understand that, while Coillte has circa. 630 Farm 
Partners, there are circa. 695 farm partnerships in total, as shown in the table.

17/04/2018WRGGG01100Coillte Teoranta Activities

17/04/2018WRGGG012001053. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of Coillte partnerships in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15266/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Coillte was 
established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and day-to-day 
operational matters, such as the Coillte Farm Partnership Scheme, are the responsibility of the 
company.   

The company has, however advised that there are 13 Coillte farm partnerships in County 
Kerry which cover 216 hectares.  

17/04/2018WRGGG01400Departmental Funding

17/04/2018WRGGG015001054. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the fund-
ing that has been made available to beekeeping organisations over the past three years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15312/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment provides an annual grant to both the Federation of Irish Beekeepers’ Associations (FIB-
KA) and the Native Irish Honey Bee Society (NIHBS).  The objective is to assist both organisa-
tions with their operating costs and in promoting the craft of beekeeping among their members, 
support the conservation of the Native Irish Bee as well as informing the general public about 
the role of bees in the environment.     

My Department provides a number of additional supports for the beekeeping sector.    

My Department implements the annual Scheme of Investment Aid for the Development of 
the Commercial Horticulture Sector (‘Scheme’) under which beekeepers can apply for fund-
ing. This competitive grant aid Scheme is fully funded by the Irish Exchequer and provides up 
to 40% grant aid (50% for approved applicants under 35 years of age) towards the cost of ap-
proved capital investments in specialised horticultural equipment and buildings. These include 
investments in bee breeding and honey production equipment as well as facilities e.g. honey 
houses, honey extractors and bottling equipment. Grant aid is not paid for bee colonies.  The 
minimum proposed investment for beekeepers is €2,000 excluding VAT.     

The Department and the European Commission co-fund Ireland’s National Apiculture Pro-
gramme which is supporting a project exploring alternative methods to control the varroa mite 
under Irish conditions, monitoring overwinter colony loses as part of the international COLOSS 
research network and providing training workshops for beekeepers. This project is being run in 
collaboration with Teagasc, National University of Ireland (Galway and Maynooth), Limerick 
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Institute of Technology, the Federation of Irish Beekeepers’ Associations (FIBKA) and the Na-
tive Irish Honey Bee Society (NIHBS).     

My Department also provides support for beekeepers by covering the costs of laboratory 
analysis of samples of bees and brood submitted for disease diagnostics. Potential funding  also 
available under the Scheme for Conservation of Genetic Resources to develop breeding pro-
grammes/strategies to protect the Irish Dark Native Honey Bees.    

Grant aid and financial assistance amounting to €8,000 in 2015, €12,000 in 2016 and 
€26,900 in 2017 has been paid out to the beekeeping sector by my Department under the above 
measures.

17/04/2018WRGGG01700Coillte Teoranta

17/04/2018WRGGG018001055. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will release the names of farmers involved in Coillte partnerships to an organisation (details 
supplied) to ensure that the farmers in question are satisfied with the partnership agreement; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15316/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Coillte was 
established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and day-to-day 
operational matters, such as the Coillte Farm Partnership Scheme, are the responsibility of the 
company.   

The entry into a farm partnership was a contractual matter between Coillte and the land-
owner and my Department does not have such records.  My Department could not, in any event, 
under data protection legislation, release such personal data.

17/04/2018WRGGG02000Agriculture Scheme Appeals

17/04/2018WRGGG021001056. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
payment for a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15318/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A review by 
the  Director of Agriculture Appeals Office of the decision of the Appeals Officer has been 
requested in this case in accordance with the provisions of the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001.  
The outcome of this review will be notified to the person named by the Director of the Agricul-
ture Appeals Office in due course.

17/04/2018WRGGG02300Fisheries Protection

17/04/2018WRGGG024001057. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the consultation process as part of the consultation paper to review the options for more 
restricted access for large fishing vessels trawling inside Ireland’s six nautical mile zone is ex-
pected to commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15322/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG025001068. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the consultation on fishing inside the 12 mile limit is likely to commence; the time limit 
for submissions; when the results will be known; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[15434/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1057 and 1068 together.

The issue of limiting access to different categories of vessels in inshore waters and within 6 
nautical miles has been raised by a number of stakeholders.  My Department is currently in the 
final stages of preparing a formal paper to include possible measures.  I hope to be in a position 
to present this paper for a full public consultation in the coming weeks. 

The potential impact of limiting access to different categories of vessels in inshore waters 
and within 6 nautical miles has been the subject of scientific and economic reports by the 
Marine Institute and Bord Iascaigh Mhara.  There has also been preliminary engagement with 
fisheries representative groups in respect of these reports.  The forthcoming consultation paper 
will set out possible measures and their potential impacts.

The consultation will be advertised in the National press to ensure the widest possible audi-
ence.  Let me reassure the Deputy that once the public consultation begins, adequate time will 
be provided to ensure that the diverse interests of all stakeholders are considered and any pos-
sible measures will be fair and balanced. 

In relation to the Deputy’s other question, my Department is not currently preparing a con-
sultation regarding the 6 to 12 nautical mile limits.

17/04/2018WRGGG02700Legislative Measures

17/04/2018WRGGG028001058. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of legislative measures both enacted and published by his Department which originated 
in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular 
form; the details of each legislative measure in the corresponding year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15340/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has neither enacted nor published any legislation 
originating in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission in the relevant period. 

My Department recognises the values promoted by the Law Reform Commission in the 
area of modernising and consolidating legislation and keeps its own legislation under constant 
review.     

17/04/2018WRGGG03000Fish Farming

17/04/2018WRGGG031001059. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
incident (details supplied) was reported to the relevant authorities; if so, when; the authority to 
which it was reported; the date on which the incident occurred; the farm from which the fish 
escaped; if Inland Fisheries Ireland was informed of this escape; the details of the year class and 
so on of the escaped fish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15374/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The incident 
referred to by the Deputy was reported to my Department by the operator on 4 July 2017.  The 
report confirmed that approximately 20,000 fish at an average weight of 189 grams escaped 
from a site at Glinsk in Mulroy Bay on 3 July 2017.
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My Department’s records indicate that all relevant stakeholders, including Inland Fisheries 
Ireland, were informed in accordance with the applicable aquaculture licence conditions.

17/04/2018WRGGG03300Trade Agreements

17/04/2018WRGGG034001060. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to visit Iran to explore possible trade links; his plans for greater Irish-Iranian agri-trading 
relations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15390/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The pursuit 
and development of new markets for Irish agri-food exports is of course an ongoing and central 
component of the strategic development of the agri-food sector, as evidenced by its placement 
right at the centre of Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development over the com-
ing decade. Indeed, this is all the more relevant after the UK’s decision to leave the EU, which 
presents significant new challenges for the agri-food sector.   

Food Wise 2025 outlines the huge potential for growth in agri-food exports to new and 
emerging markets, including in Asia, Africa and the Gulf region.    

There has been strong appetite from Irish food and drink exporters to capitalise on increas-
ing opportunities in the Gulf region - a market that has grown by over a third in the last 5 years 
to a value of over €400m in 2017.  Indeed Iran, with a population of 80m and a relatively 
wealthy middle class, had been identified by Irish exporters as a market worthy of  further ex-
ploration , and in particular for dairy ingredients.  Against that background, my Department led 
a trade mission to Iran, along with Bord Bia and a number of Irish food manufacturers,  in 2016.    

I have no further plans to visit Iran in the immediate future. However, the Gulf region does 
remain firmly in our sights.  I led a trade mission to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates in February of last year.  Bord Bia, the body responsible for marketing 
Irish food, has offices in Dubai to uncover and capitalise on opportunities for Irish food in the 
region, including Iran, on an ongoing basis.  The Irish Ambassador in Ankara, Turkey, has also 
visited Iran frequently, working both bilaterally and in cooperation with the state agencies to 
assist Irish companies exploring opportunities there.

17/04/2018WRGGG03600Fish Landings

17/04/2018WRGGG037001061. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
level of fish landings at the State fishery harbour centre in Dunmore East in each of the years 
2010 to 2017. [15396/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Sea Fish-
eries Protection Authority (SFPA) is the agency responsible for recording landings of fish into 
Irish Ports. The following table sets out the information provided to me by the SFPA regarding 
fish landings into Dunmore East Fishery Harbour Centre.

Dunmore East FHC Landing Figures 2010-2017
Year Sum of Tonnes Sum of Value in € No. of Landings
2010 8,387 13,671,679 1,129
2011 8,518 12,845,299 1,018
2012 13,489 17,775,643 1,398
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Dunmore East FHC Landing Figures 2010-2017
2013 11,994 14,640,503 1,303
2014 11,534 16,569,162 1,245
2015 10,978 16,183,456 1,189
2016 10,387 19,021,468 1,529
2017* 7,779 14,302,403 1,469
Total 83,065 125,009,613 10,280
*Most recent estimates, may be subject to change.

17/04/2018WRGGG03900Afforestation Programme

17/04/2018WRGGG040001062. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications granted by county under the afforestation grant and premium scheme in 
each of the years 2013 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [15397/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The number 
of applications that received technical approval by county under the Afforestation Grant and 
Premium Scheme in each year requested are indicated in the following table.  The 2018 figures 
are up to 5th April.

Grant and Premium Scheme

County 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Cork 150 194 140 98 84 26
Clare 63 160 125 127 97 24
Cavan 53 78 90 93 61 23
Carlow 7 9 12 16 16 0
Dublin 6 0 5 2 6 1
Donegal 14 19 19 5 14 8
Galway 65 132 105 110 68 19
Kildare 19 20 9 18 11 2
Kilkenny 49 46 44 30 32 3
Kerry 131 96 101 90 81 21
Longford 57 83 88 51 60 9
Louth 1 5 6 6 6 1
Limerick 61 78 78 42 24 10
Leitrim 45 114 124 102 91 25
Laois 28 36 32 32 22 3
Meath 30 23 27 29 20 9
Monaghan 20 24 30 17 30 4
Mayo 73 192 128 121 87 27
Offaly 35 43 42 43 41 10
Roscommon 63 130 139 120 115 25
Sligo 51 114 111 79 59 17
Tipperary 62 117 73 46 47 6
Waterford 35 41 45 36 20 4
Westmeath 49 47 50 59 64 17
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County 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Wicklow 24 24 26 28 31 6
Wexford 38 48 27 31 18 7

17/04/2018WRGGG04200Forestry Data

17/04/2018WRGGG043001063. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications granted by county under the woodland reconstruction scheme in each 
of the years 2013 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [15398/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The number 
of applications that have received approval for the Woodland Reconstitution Scheme for the 
years requested are indicated in the following table.  2018 figures relate to approvals up to 5th 
April.

COUNTY 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
CORK 19 3 5 3 37  1
CLARE 9 1 3 10 25 11
CAVAN 6  1 3 5  1 4
CARLOW 3   5 6  
DUBLIN    1  2
DONEGAL 1  1     
GALWAY 6  3 16 8 2
KILDARE 2   2 5 3
KILKENNY 46 3 1 17 26 14
KERRY 3  1 3  2  55  1
LONGFORD 6  1 3  1
LOUTH 1   1   
LIMERICK 10  1 2 27 2
LEITRIM 3  8 6 1  
LAOIS 5   3 10  
MEATH 6 1  2 2 5
MONAGHAN 3    2  
MAYO 7  2 1 1 3  
OFFALY 6   1  3
ROSCOMMON 2  1 6  1  
SLIGO 2 2   2  
TIPPERARY 28  5 14 22 17
WATERFORD 4 1  3 8  
WESTMEATH 2   4  2
WICKLOW 2  3  2 1
WEXFORD 11  3 16 6 2

17/04/2018WRGGG04500Woodland Improvement Scheme

17/04/2018WRGGG046001064. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications granted by county under the woodland improvement scheme in each of 
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the years 2013 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [15399/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The number 
of applications that have received approval for the Woodland Improvement Scheme for the 
years requested are indicated in the following table.  2018 figures relate to approvals up to 5th 
April.

Woodland Improvement Scheme

County 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Carlow 1 2 4 1 1 0
Cavan 18 15 8 8 10 5
Clare 11 6 18 9 10 2
Cork 11 11 27 30 20 7
Donegal 1 0 5 1 4 1
Dublin 0 1 0 0 1 0
Galway 6 7 10 9 9 2
Kerry 14 10 11 10 10 2
Kildare 12 2 7 12 8 2
Kilkenny 12 5 23 4 10 5
Laois 9 6 15 10 8 1
Leitrim 5 8 6 5 5 1
Limerick 11 3 10 6 14 6
Longford 7 4 3 5 7 3
Louth 0 1 2 0 2 0
Mayo 11 5 11 10 3 5
Meath 6 16 22 18 10 6
Monaghan 2 6 3 5 8 0
Offaly 23 22 24 12 15 1
Roscom-
mon

7 3 7 6 2 1

Sligo 1 3 6 5 4 0
Tipperary 33 26 32 21 19 10
Waterford 8 6 14 10 10 0
Westmeath 14 8 16 16 12 5
Wexford 9 4 29 17 2 1
Wicklow 2 0 6 6 8 1

17/04/2018WRGGG04800Forestry Data

17/04/2018WRGGG049001065. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications granted by county under the native woodland establishment scheme in 
each of the years 2013 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [15400/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The num-
ber of applications that received technical approval for the Native Woodland Establishment 
Scheme are indicated in the following table.  2018 figures relate to approvals up to 5th April.  

Native Woodland Establishment Scheme 
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County 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Carlow 0 0 0 1 0 0
Cavan 0 1 1 0 1 0
Clare 2 1 2 1 0 0
Cork 0 2 2 4 2 0
Donegal 0 0 0 0 1 0
Dublin 0 0 0 1 0 0
Galway 1 0 2 1 3 0
Kerry 1 5 6 9 14 0
Kildare 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kilkenny 2 5 3 6 2 0
Laois 0 0 0 1 0 0
Leitrim 1 2 0 2 1 0
Limerick 0 0 0 0 0 0
Longford 0 1 1 0 1 0
Louth 0 0 1 0 0 0
Mayo 6 3 1 3 2 0
Meath 0 0 1 1 1 0
Monaghan 1 0 0 0 1 0
Offaly 0 0 2 0 1 0
Roscom-
mon

1 0 0 0 2 0

Sligo 1 0 1 0 1 0
Tipperary 0 1 0 1 0 0
Waterford 0 0 2 1 0 0
Westmeath 2 0 0 3 0 0
Wexford 0 0 5 5 2 0
Wicklow 1 1 3 3 6 0

17/04/2018WRGGG05100Forestry Data

17/04/2018WRGGG052001066. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications granted by county under the forest road scheme in each of the years 
2013 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [15401/18]

17/04/2018WRGGG05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The number 
of applications that received approval by county under the Forest Road Scheme for the years 
requested are in the following table.  2018 figures relate to approvals up to 5th April 2018.

 Forest Road Scheme

County 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Carlow 1 2 2 0 3 1
Cavan 11 20 11 20 29 5
Clare 30 57 36 40 24 8
Cork 60 58 43 60 49 12
Donegal 11 23 18 15 17 4
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County 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Dublin 0 1 0 1 5 0
Galway 28 35 26 33 21 2
Kerry 55 75 47 61 65 7
Kildare 0 8 5 6 5 1
Kilkenny 15 17 12 15 16 6
Laois 6 13 13 14 13 1
Leitrim 22 74 41 23 21 5
Limerick 21 27 29 37 23 2
Longford 13 9 7 9 15 5
Louth 0 0 3 0 1 0
Mayo 21 37 28 28 20 2
Meath 4 6 12 6 5 0
Monaghan 0 3 1 2 10 1
Offaly 6 23 15 9 17 2
Roscom-
mon

24 46 28 31 28 5

Sligo 14 64 21 17 21 11
Tipperary 21 43 35 32 33 4
Waterford 17 16 6 33 7 0
Westmeath 3 12 9 15 9 6
Wexford 7 9 11 12 6 0
Wicklow 9 17 10 10 14 5 

17/04/2018WRHHH00200Bord na gCon

17/04/2018WRHHH003001067. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 269 of 21 March 2018 (details supplied), if he will address the 
fact that a greyhound which he reportedly co-owned was used in both hare coursing and grey-
hound racing. [15420/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial State Body, established in 1958 under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chief-
ly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry. 

The Irish Coursing Club is subject to the general control and direction of Bord na gCon.

Bord na gCon is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine.

I wish to confirm that I do not own nor have I ever owned the greyhound Swift Starlet 
as stated in the Deputy’s question.

The issue raised regarding the racing of greyhounds, be they track-bred or coursing-bred 
greyhounds, is a matter for Bord na gCon.

Question No. 1068 answered with Question No. 1057.

17/04/2018WRHHH00600Inshore Fisheries
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17/04/2018WRHHH007001069. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the consultation document which is under preparation regarding inshore waters is likely to be 
published and put on public display; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15456/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH008001070. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps 
he plans to take to protect the inshore boats which operate within the six nautical mile coast 
line; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15457/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1069 and 1070 together.

This Government has committed to the development of the inshore sector in the current 
Programme for a Partnership Government. The programme identifies a number of methods 
for supporting the sector, such as ensuring smaller inshore boats are given new opportunities 
for commercial fishing. Support is being provided under the European Maritime and Fisher-
ies Fund Operational Programme (EMFF OP) for enhanced management and conservation of 
inshore stocks, including v-notching of lobster, more selective fishing gear and preparation and 
implementation of management plans for a sustainable inshore fishery. Funding of some €6 mil-
lion has been earmarked under the programme for the Inshore Fisheries Conservation Scheme.   

I meet regularly with the National Inshore Fisheries Forum (NIFF). The NIFF and its sup-
porting network of six Regional Inshore Fisheries Forums (RIFFs) cover the entire coast. The 
Inshore Forums provide a platform for the discussion of problems facing the inshore sea-fish-
eries sector and have been making recommendation to me on issues of concern for their sector.

The NIFF is taking the lead in setting priorities for the inshore sector, including developing 
for the first time a dedicated strategy. From my meetings with the NIFF, I have introduced a 
number of industry-led initiatives, developed through the forum structures, following extensive 
consultation.  These include conservation measures for inshore stocks such as velvet crab and 
scallop off the coast of Wexford.  Public consultations were also held earlier this year (2018) on 
proposed management measures recommended to me by the NIFF in respect of brown crab and 
razor clam in the North Irish Sea. 

The issue of limiting access to different categories of vessels in inshore waters and within 6 
nautical miles has been raised by a number of stakeholders. My department is currently in the 
final stages of preparing a formal paper to include possible measures. I hope to be in a position 
to present this paper for a full public consultation in the coming weeks. 

The potential impact of limiting access to different categories of vessels in inshore waters 
and within 6 nautical miles has been the subject of scientific and economic reports by the 
Marine Institute and Bord Iascaigh Mhara. There has also been preliminary engagement with 
fisheries representative groups in respect of these reports. The forthcoming consultation paper 
will set out possible measures and their potential impacts.

Let me reassure the Deputy that once the public consultation begins, adequate time will be 
provided to ensure that the diverse interests of all stakeholders are considered and any possible 
measures will be fair and balanced.

17/04/2018WRHHH01100GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRHHH012001071. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if farm 
payments for persons (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15467/18]
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17/04/2018WRHHH01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All GLAS 
payments in this case are fully up to date.

17/04/2018WRHHH01400Farm Assist Scheme Payments

17/04/2018WRHHH015001072. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
farm income supplement payment for a person (details supplied) for February 2018 will be 
reinstated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15608/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The move-
ment of any animal into a restricted holding is prohibited, except with written permission of the 
RVO and following a movement permit. Payment of or eligibility for Income Supplement and 
Hardship Grants will cease for the remainder of the restriction from the date animals are moved 
into the herd and Depopulation Grants will not be paid in respect of animals moved in during 
the restriction period other than the following exceptions: (where permission is also required) 

 (i)  Introduction of a replacement stock bull(s). A 30 day pre-movement test is required 

(ii)  Emergency replacement suckler calf (notified on relevant NBAS 31F form - where a 
calf to a suckler cow dies). 

In this case the person named moved animals into his holding during his restriction and 
is therefore ineligible for payment of income supplement. The RVO will contact the person 
named in relation to the date of movement of his animals to request proof of the error and fol-
lowing receipt of same a decision will be made in relation to this case. 

17/04/2018WRHHH01700Fodder Crisis

17/04/2018WRHHH018001073. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to rollout a meal voucher scheme to enable farmers to purchase feed for their live-
stock; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15769/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH019001146. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce a meal voucher scheme in view of the ongoing fodder shortages; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16801/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1073 and 1146 together.

 In response to the problems experienced in parts of the West and North-West in the late 
autumn and winter I took a number of steps to address issues around the availability of fodder.  

 I asked Teagasc from an early stage to work locally with affected farmers in areas with fod-
der difficulties and support them on fodder budgeting for the winter ahead.

I prioritised the payment of farm supports to assist farmers with cash flow. In this regard 
my Department has paid out over €1.6bn to Irish farmers under Pillar I and Pillar II and will 
continue to make residual payments. 

As a further early intervention, and to ensure a co-ordinated approach to the issue of fodder 
availability in affected areas, I convened a fodder group chaired by Teagasc, and comprising of 
all the main stakeholders including feed merchants and co-ops, banking, farm bodies etc.  
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I introduced a targeted ‘Fodder Transport Support measure’ on 29th   January 2018 to 
provide additional assistance to those livestock farmers in parts of the West and North West 
severely affected by on-going fodder shortages. The main purpose of the measure was to sup-
port the cost of transporting fodder between those areas where it was plentiful and those where 
it was scarce. It is operated primarily through the Co-operative structure. 

The continuation of cold wet weather throughout March resulted in a serious delay to the 
onset of spring. Grass growth remained negligible, ground stayed wet and livestock had to re-
main housed in many cases. This resulted in the fodder problem extending countrywide with a 
consequent tightening of fodder availability nationally. 

In response I extended the fodder transport measure to all counties and also introduced a 
Fodder Import Support Measure, to ensure that there was adequate fodder available to feed the 
national herd. This measure was introduced on 5th   April to reduce the cost to farmers of im-
ported forage (hay, silage, haylage etc.) from outside the island of Ireland. Northern Ireland is 
excluded. The measure is operated through Co-operatives and other importers approved by the 
Department. It covers forage imported up to 30th April 2018.  Support under the measure will 
substantially reduce the cost to farmers of imported fodder by approximately one third. This 
initial allocation will support the importation of up to 20,000 tons of fodder into the country 
and this will be kept under on-going review until the current crisis is over.  Together these two 
measures address remaining issue around fodder availability and it is not planned to introduce 
meal vouchers.

In other supports, planning continues with a view to commencement of balancing payments 
under certain Pillar II schemes including the Sheep Welfare Scheme followed by the GLAS 
scheme in the near future. 

The GLAS Traditional Hay Meadow grazing date has been extended to 1 May 2018, and 
this makes available an additional 27,000 ha of grazing for livestock which would not otherwise 
be available.

Furthermore, I am presently engaging in a series of meetings with the CEO’s of the main 
banks to discuss any cash flow issues arising from the recent bad weather and access to finance 
for the sector generally. During these meetings I continue to stress that in the context of the cur-
rent situation the banks should be flexible and put measures in place to support their customers.

Through my officials I am monitoring the fodder situation on a daily basis and engaging 
with all stakeholders in addressing the remaining challenges around fodder supply this spring. 
The next step will be to prevent this situation arising again, through supporting farmers to ef-
fectively plan and manage their grass and fodder supplies for the coming winters.

Question No. 1074 answered with Question No. 1047.

17/04/2018WRHHH02200Fodder Crisis

17/04/2018WRHHH023001075. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on lifting the 100km restricion on the transport subsidy scheme for the collection and 
distribution of fodder; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15771/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH024001077. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on recommendations by an association (details supplied) to address the growing num-
ber of farmers experiencing fodder shortages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15787/18]
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17/04/2018WRHHH025001124. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
consideration will be given to the issues raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16414/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH026001128. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will address a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16467/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH027001137. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to ease the fodder crisis in counties Cavan and Monaghan and nationally; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16752/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1075, 1077, 1124, 1128 and 1137 together.

 In response to the problems experienced in parts of the West and North-West in the late 
autumn and winter I took a number of steps to address issues around the availability of fodder.  

 I asked Teagasc from an early stage to work locally with affected farmers in areas with fod-
der difficulties and support them on fodder budgeting for the winter ahead.

I prioritised the payment of farm supports to assist farmers with cash flow. In this regard 
my Department has paid out over €1.6bn to Irish farmers under Pillar I and Pillar II and will 
continue to make residual payments. 

As a further early intervention, and to ensure a co-ordinated approach to the issue of fodder 
availability in affected areas, I convened a fodder group chaired by Teagasc, and comprising of 
all the main stakeholders including feed merchants and co-ops, banking, farm bodies etc.  

I introduced a targeted ‘Fodder Transport Support measure’ on 29th   January 2018 to 
provide additional assistance to those livestock farmers in parts of the West and North West 
severely affected by on-going fodder shortages. The main purpose of the measure was to sup-
port the cost of transporting fodder between those areas where it was plentiful and those where 
it was scarce. It is operated primarily through the Co-operative structure. 

The continuation of cold wet weather throughout March resulted in a serious delay to the 
onset of spring. Grass growth remained negligible, ground stayed wet and livestock had to re-
main housed in many cases. This resulted in the fodder problem extending countrywide with a 
consequent tightening of fodder availability nationally. 

In response I extended the fodder transport measure to all counties, reduced the minimum 
distance to 50 km and also introduced a Fodder Import Support Measure, to ensure that there 
was adequate fodder available to feed the national herd. This measure was introduced on 5th 
April to reduce the cost to farmers of imported forage (hay, silage, haylage etc.) from outside 
the island of Ireland. Northern Ireland is excluded. The measure is operated through Co-oper-
atives and other importers approved by the Department. It covers forage imported up to 30th 
April 2018.  Support under the measure will substantially reduce the cost to farmers of imported 
fodder by approximately one third. This initial allocation will support the importation of up to 
20,000 tons of fodder into the country and this will be kept under on-going review until the 
current crisis is over.

In other supports, planning continues with a view to commencement of balancing payments 
under certain Pillar II schemes including the Sheep Welfare Scheme followed by the GLAS 
scheme.
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The GLAS Traditional Hay Meadow grazing date has already been extended to 1 May 2018, 
and this makes available an additional 27,000 ha of grazing for livestock which would not oth-
erwise be available.

Furthermore, I am presently engaging in a series of meetings with the CEO’s of the main 
banks to discuss any cash flow issues arising from the recent bad weather and access to finance 
for the sector generally. During these meetings I continue to stress that in the context of the cur-
rent situation the banks should be flexible and put measures in place to support their customers.

Through my officials I am monitoring the fodder situation on a daily basis and engaging 
with all stakeholders in addressing the remaining challenges around fodder supply this spring. 
The next step will be to prevent this situation arising again, through supporting farmers to ef-
fectively plan and manage their grass and fodder supplies for the coming winters.

17/04/2018WRHHH02900Fodder Crisis

17/04/2018WRHHH030001076. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on putting on hold all non-emergency farm inspections by his Department in view of 
the fact that the fodder crisis is putting undue pressure on farmers and a farm inspection will 
only add to this pressure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15772/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The EU regu-
lations governing the Direct Payment Schemes and Rural Development measures require my 
Department to conduct inspections to ensure compliance with scheme eligibility criteria and 
Cross Compliance requirements. These inspections are mandatory and there are minimum 
numbers and types of inspections that must take place annually. In the case of scheme eligibil-
ity inspections, the inspection must be completed before payments under the schemes can be 
finalised and issued to applicants.

 All of my Department’s inspecting officers are very experienced and fully aware of the 
difficulties being encountered by farmers due to the adverse weather conditions and the fodder 
issues. Each inspected case will have all factors, including the poor weather conditions, taken 
into account when arriving at any decision on the outcome of an inspection.

 Inspecting Officers are fully trained to maintain a positive engagement with farmers and 
also to take account of any situation where it is evident that a farmer may be under stress. Every 
effort is made by inspecting officers to minimise this and to ensure that a reasonable approach 
is maintained.

Question No. 1077 answered with Question No. 1075.

17/04/2018WRHHH03300GLAS Data

17/04/2018WRHHH034001078. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers in counties Mayo and Galway that were in GLAS in 2017; the number in 
each county that have received their 85% payment for that year; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15797/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): 5,096 par-
ticipants in County Mayo have received a 2017 advance payment with 405 cases continuing 
to be processed. For County Galway 5,573 have received a 2017 advance payment with 311 
cases continuing to be processed. The majority of unpaid cases at this stage are due to the 
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applicant not completing all the requirements to trigger the payment. These include the non-
submission of documentation including commonage management plans, low emission slurry 
spreading forms, rare breed’s forms and 2017 BPS application issues that remain to be resolved

Payments continue to issue on a weekly basis as cases are cleared.

17/04/2018WRHHH03600Animal Welfare

17/04/2018WRHHH037001079. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures his Department will take to ensure that the welfare of animals is maintained and pro-
tected during spells of extreme weather as recently experienced (details supplied); if additional 
funding and resources for State agencies charged with animal welfare to combat neglect and 
abuse during future spells of cold or other extreme weather will be considered; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15817/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 the primary duty for ensuring the welfare of an animal 
including horses lies with the person having possession or control of the animal.  A person who 
fails to comply with this commits an offence.

In order to assist the work of animal welfare charities, my Department funds a scheme of 
ex-gratia payments . In December 2017,  111 animal welfare organisations received funding  of 
€2.56m which represents  the largest amount allocated to date. This record allocation together 
with the fund raising efforts of the animal welfare charities will greatly assist their work in 
course of 2018 including the excellent work conducted by the charities during the course of the 
recent adverse weather events.

I should add that my Department operates a confidential animal welfare helpline through 
which members of the public can report incidents of animal cruelty and neglect for investiga-
tion: 

Call Save 0761 064408

01 6072379

Email address - animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.ie.   All calls received are followed up as 
appropriate. 

17/04/2018WRHHH03900European Court of Justice Rulings

17/04/2018WRHHH040001080. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the amounts payable to individual farmers following the 2017 judgment of the European Court 
of Justice on the excess levies paid in respect of sugar beet has been finalised.  [15831/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): On 9 February 
2017, the European Court of Justice delivered a judgment declaring invalid the EU Commission 
Regulations fixing the production levies and the coefficient for calculating the additional levy 
in the sugar sector for the marketing year 1999/2000 and for the marketing year 2000/2001. 
The Court ruled that the EU Commission was incorrect in calculating the annual levies set for 
the period in question. The Court also found that the method used by the EU Commission to 
fix the levies was incorrect because it led to an over-estimation of the costs to be covered and 
consequently overcharged to Greencore and the former beet growers. The levies for the market-



17 April 2018

485

ing years in question, set by EU Regulation, provided for a self-financing system for the sugar 
sector by means of flexible production levies.  Under EU Regulations the common organisation 
of the markets in the sugar sector was based on the operation of a quota system on the principle 
that producers should bear full financial responsibility for the losses incurred each marketing 
year due to disposing of surplus sugar over the production quota allocated. 

In this connection a new Council Regulation (EU)2018/264 signed into law on the 19 Feb-
ruary 2018 fixed the production levies and the coefficient for calculating the additional levy in 
the sugar sector for the 1999/2000 marketing year and fixing the production levies in the sugar 
sector for the 2000/2001 marketing year, giving effect to the Court decision. The principle 
amount to be re-imbursed to the former sugar processor Greencore and the sugar beet grow-
ers for the years in question will be €933,435 (plus interest to be added). No further details are 
available at this time on the level of refund or the number of recipients. 

17/04/2018WRHHH04200European Court of Justice Rulings

17/04/2018WRHHH043001081. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will request a company (details supplied) to consider foregoing the compensation payment 
due to it under the 2017 judgment of the European Court of Justice on the excess levies paid 
by sugar processors and in turn pass on this compensation payment to the sugar beet growers.  
[15833/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I know the 
Deputy will already be aware that the repayment of sugar levies fall due to be repaid to Green-
core and the former beet growers as a result of a court case brought to the European Court of 
Justice however and for the Deputy’s information I wish to restate the current position. 

On 9 February 2017, the European Court of Justice delivered a judgment declaring invalid 
the EU Commission Regulations fixing the production levies and the coefficient for calculating 
the additional levy in the sugar sector for the marketing year 1999/2000 and for the marketing 
year 2000/2001. The Court ruled that the EU Commission was incorrect in calculating the an-
nual levies set for the period in question. The Court also found that the method used by the EU 
Commission to fix the levies was incorrect because it led to an over-estimation of the costs to 
be covered and consequently overcharged to Greencore and the former beet growers. The levies 
for the marketing years in question, set by EU Regulation, provided for a self-financing system 
for the sugar sector by means of flexible production levies. Under EU Regulations the common 
organisation of the markets in the sugar sector was based on the operation of a quota system on 
the principle that producers should bear full financial responsibility for the losses incurred each 
marketing year due to disposing of surplus sugar over the production quota allocated. 

A new Council Regulation (EU) 2018/264 signed into law on the 19 February 2018 fixed 
the production levies and the coefficient for calculating the additional levy in the sugar sector 
for the 1999/2000 marketing year and fixing the production levies in the sugar sector for the 
2000/2001 marketing year, giving effect to the Court decision. The former sugar processor, 
Greencore and the sugar beet growers for the years in question will be reimbursed in due course. 

You will appreciate as Minister, I must fully comply with the judgement of the European 
Court.

17/04/2018WRHHH04500GLAS Payments
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17/04/2018WRHHH046001082. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15861/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The GLAS 
payments due to person named are fully up to date.

The TAMS application referenced has also  been finalised and payment has issued to the 
person named.

17/04/2018WRHHH04800GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRHHH049001083. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15863/18]

17/04/2018WRHHH05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All GLAS 
payments in this case are fully up to date. 

17/04/2018WRJJJ00200GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ003001084. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15864/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The GLAS 
payments due to person named are fully up to date.

17/04/2018WRJJJ00500GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ006001085. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15865/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

The GLAS participation of the person named was subject to inspection and a letter advising 
of the final outcome of the inspection has issued.  Once all issues relating to the inspection have 
been finalised this case will move to the payment stage.

17/04/2018WRJJJ00800GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ009001086. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15866/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The GLAS 
payments due to person named are fully up to date.
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17/04/2018WRJJJ01100GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ012001087. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15867/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016 and 
has received the 85% advance payment in respect of 2016.

The case was the subject of an inspection. Following this my Department has been in regu-
lar direct contact with the applicant in relation to an outstanding issue. My Department will 
continue to work with the herd owner to resolve the issue.

17/04/2018WRJJJ01400Agriculture Scheme Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ015001088. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15869/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The appeal 
received from the person named in respect of the burning of land outside of the permitted pe-
riod in 2017 has been reviewed and accepted by my Department.  As a result my Department 
has decided to waive the administrative penalty applied in this case. However payment will not 
issue in respect of the area of land determined to have been burned illegally.

A payment of the amount due has issued to the nominated bank account of the person named 
and a letter has issued to him outlining the position.  This letter also outlined the option avail-
able of appealing the decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

17/04/2018WRJJJ01700GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ018001089. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15870/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All GLAS 
payments in this case are fully up to date.

17/04/2018WRJJJ02000Agriculture Scheme Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ021001090. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15871/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The appeal 
received from the person named in respect of the burning of land outside of the permitted period 
in 2017 has been reviewed and accepted by my Department. As a result the Department has de-
cided to waive the administrative penalty applied in this case. However payment will not issue 
in respect of the area of land determined to have been burned illegally.
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A payment of the amount due has issued to the nominated bank account of the person named 
and a letter has issued to him outlining the position.  This letter also outlined the option avail-
able of appealing the decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

17/04/2018WRJJJ02300Basic Payment Scheme Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ024001091. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to outline the status of a basic payments scheme payment for a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15872/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2017 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes application on 11 
May 2017. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full 
and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (satellite) 
inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion. This inspection, which included a field visit to determine the position on the ground, iden-
tified over-declarations in area exceeding 10% of the area claimed. This resulted in the area 
determined being reduced by 1.5 times the difference between the area claimed and area deter-
mined, as required under the governing EU regulations. The final position was that no payment 
was due under the 2017 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraints Schemes.

A letter detailing the initial inspection findings issued on 15 January 2018 and afforded 
the person named the opportunity to submit comments on the findings within 14 days. While 
comments were received from the person named these were received after the 14 day period 
and the inspection outcome was finalised. A letter detailing the final outcome of the inspection 
issued on 6 February 2018.

A review of the case is currently being undertaken taking account of the comments received 
and this process is nearing completion. The person named will be notified of the outcome of this 
review shortly. In the event that there is any change to the inspection outcome following this 
review, any monies due under these schemes will be processed promptly.

In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of this review, the deci-
sion can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months.

17/04/2018WRJJJ02600GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ027001092. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15873/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All GLAS 
payments in this case are fully up to date.

17/04/2018WRJJJ02900GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ030001093. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [15877/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All GLAS 
payments in this case are fully up to date.

17/04/2018WRJJJ03200Basic Payment Scheme Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ033001094. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a basic payments scheme payment for a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15879/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Terms and Conditions of the Basic Payment Scheme, an applicant, as well as meeting the 
scheme criteria, must comply with EU regulatory requirements relating to Cross Compliance.  
The penalty applied under the 2017 Basic Payment Scheme related to a breach of Cross Com-
pliance requirements.

The Department’s records indicate that in 2016, the amount of nitrogen from livestock ma-
nure applied to land on the holding of the person named, (including that deposited by animals), 
was 192 kg per hectare, which exceeded the limit of 170 kg per hectare set down in the Nitrates 
Regulations for farmers without an approved derogation.

As similar breaches under the Nitrates Regulations had been identified within the previous 
three years, the regulatory provisions required that the rules on reoccurrence be applied and this 
resulted in a final penalty of 9% being applied against the 2017 Direct Schemes payments. The 
person named was notified of this decision on 24th November 2017.

The person named sought a review of the decision and the outcome of the review was to 
remove the cross compliance penalty. Monies due as a result of this decision issued to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named under the Basic Payment Scheme and Areas of Natural 
Constraints Scheme on 29 January 2018 and 20 February 2018, respectively.

17/04/2018WRJJJ03500Tillage Sector

17/04/2018WRJJJ036001095. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he is considering derogation from the three-crop rule for 2018 due to the late planting season 
ruling out certain crop choices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15882/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The difficult 
and prolonged winter of 2017, and very late and wet spring, has caused great difficulties for 
both livestock and tillage farmers in Ireland.

Tillage farmers in receipt of the greening payment are required to comply with the obli-
gations that exist under the Crop Diversification and Ecological Focus Area measures.  Un-
der Crop Diversification farmers with greater than 30 hectares of arable land are required to 
have three crops with the main crop not exceeding 75% and the two main crops not exceeding 
95%. Those with between 10 and 30 hectares are required to have two crops with the main crop 
not exceeding 75%.

As a consequence of the extreme weather I have made a very robust case to the EU Com-
mission for an exemption from the Crop Diversification obligations in 2018.
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Officials from my Department are now in discussion with the EU Commission on how this 
proposed derogation would operate in practice for 2018.

17/04/2018WRJJJ03800GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ039001096. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15883/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016 and 
has received all payments in respect of 2016.

Validation checks must be passed on all actions on GLAS claims and all cases must clear 
these checks before payment can issue. My Department is working proactively to complete 
these checks on all claims to allow for the issue of payments. Once this case clears validations 
the 2017 advance payment will be made. GLAS payments are issuing on a weekly basis.

17/04/2018WRJJJ04100Sheep Welfare Scheme

17/04/2018WRJJJ042001097. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15885/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion was received under the Sheep Welfare Scheme from the person named on 16 January 2017.  
Under the terms and condition of the scheme, applicants to the scheme are required to submit 
the annual Sheep Census return in accordance within the set deadlines.

In the case of this application, the Sheep Census Return for 2016 was not received within 
the required deadlines and thus the application for participation in the scheme was not accepted.

The applicant submitted an initial appeal on this decision to the Department.  However, this 
appeal was unsuccessful. A subsequent appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office by the appli-
cant was deemed successful and the Department were notified of the decision of the Agriculture 
Appeals Office in a letter dated 12th February 2018.  The application will now be processed for 
payment accordingly.

17/04/2018WRJJJ04400Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ045001098. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of an agri-environment options scheme payment for a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15887/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A letter was 
issued to the person named on 28 August 2017 stating that, following a review, the decision to 
terminate the AEOS contract was upheld. The person named was also informed of his option to 
appeal this decision to the Agricultural Appeals Office.

I understand that an appeal was received by the Agricultural Appeals Office on 6 October 
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2017. The Oral Hearing requested and had been scheduled for 31 January 2018 but the appel-
lant subsequently cancelled this hearing and  indicated that they were unavailable to attend an 
Oral Hearing until February.

An oral hearing was held on 8 February. On 23 March the Agricultural Appeals Office wrote 
to the person named and the Department informing both that the decision was that the appeal 
was partially upheld.

The Department will now implement the decision of the Appeals Office and make adjust-
ments to the contract as outlined in the appeal decision.

17/04/2018WRJJJ04700GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ048001099. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to set out the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15897/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016 and 
has been paid in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

An inspection of the GLAS actions was carried out which found an issue with one of the 
actions chosen. The Department has been notified that an appeal has been lodged with the Agri-
cultural Appeals Office (AAO) in respect of this. The GLAS payment will be further processed 
when the outcome of the appeal is issued.

17/04/2018WRJJJ05000Basic Payment Scheme Payments

17/04/2018WRJJJ051001100. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if pay-
ment to farmers in County Kerry, whose payments were reduced due to gorse fires for which 
they were not responsible, will be reinstated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15898/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJ05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment wrote to  a number of farmers in Kerry about the detected illegal burning of land on the 
applications submitted by them under the 2017 Basic Payment scheme. The farmers concerned 
were advised of the implications for them of declaring the lands concerned and of their right to 
seek a review from my Department.

Some of these farmers submitted requests for reviews and included supporting documenta-
tion for consideration by my Department. The review process has been concluded in respect 
of some of the farmers in Kerry and supplementary payments have issued where appropriate.

I must point out that my Department has decided to waive the administrative penalty where 
it was applied in these cases. However payment will not issue in respect of the areas of land 
determined to have been burned illegally.

In each case a letter has issued directly to the farmers concerned setting out the position.  
This letter also outlined the option available of appealing the decision to the Agriculture Ap-
peals Office.
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17/04/2018WRKKK00200GLAS Payments

1101. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15899/18]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The GLAS 
payments due to person named are fully up to date, with the exception of the GLAS plus ad-
vance payment which is expected to be processed shortly.

17/04/2018WRKKK00500GLAS Payments

1102. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of outstanding GLAS payments by county; the period of time that each application is 
delayed; the steps his Department has taken to alleviate the issues surrounding delayed GLAS 
payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15903/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The infor-
mation requested is provided below in tabular form.  As of 12 April, 46,835 participants have 
received a 2017 advance payment.  This represents over 98% of all eligible applicants.  There 
will be another payment run this week also.

The majority of the remaining cases are the responsibility of the applicant and the payment 
is delayed due to the applicant failing to meet his or her obligations under the scheme.  I would 
encourage all applicants to ensure that any outstanding issues are resolved in order to allow the 
Department to make the payment

Once cases are cleared payment issues without delay and weekly updates are published on 
my Department’s website.

Payments

 - GLAS 1  GLAS 2  GLAS 3  TOTAL  
County Ad-

vance 
paid 

Adv not 
paid

Ad-
vance 
paid 

Adv not 
paid

Ad-
vance 
paid 

Adv 
not 
paid

Ad-
vance 
paid 

Adv 
not 
paid

Carlow 261 10 115 9 124 3 500 22
Cavan 871 29 401 26 521 13 1,793 68
Clare 1,531 66 651 30 783 23 2,965 119
Cork 2,037 82 933 55 888 44 3,858 181
Donegal 1,835 80 939 52 1,348 59 4,122 191
Dublin 54 4 17 0 18 1 89 5
Galway 2,859 170 1,187 89 1,527 52 5,573 311
Kerry 1,665 88 810 55 721 38 3,196 181
Kildare 221 20 63 13 101 13 385 46
Kilkenny 409 15 192 15 176 15 777 45
Laois 353 13 182 8 217 14 752 35
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 - GLAS 1  GLAS 2  GLAS 3  TOTAL  
Leitrim 981 29 395 24 510 13 1,886 66
Limerick 1,007 33 274 22 392 8 1,673 63
Longford 497 12 327 13 320 8 1,144 33
Louth 133 13 69 8 92 2 294 23
Mayo 2,334 196 1,188 129 1,574 80 5,096 405
Meath 402 15 189 6 235 14 826 35
Monaghan 550 20 139 3 332 3 1,021 26
Offaly 451 23 253 21 280 13 984 57
Roscom-
mon

1,465 48 511 34 692 20 2,668 102

Sligo 885 46 341 21 478 13 1,704 80
Tipperary 1,065 51 466 23 478 13 2,009 87
Waterford 320 33 111 19 109 12 540 64
Westmeath 621 17 248 11 267 12 1,136 40
Wexford 694 52 232 28 280 27 1,206 107
Wicklow 306 17 141 10 191 8 638 35
TOTAL 23,807 1,182 10,374 724 12,654 521 46,835 2,427

17/04/2018WRKKK00800Basic Payment Scheme Applications

1103. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
advice will be provided on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15916/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A 2015 Basic 
Payment Scheme application in respect of the person named was received on 1 May 2015.  The 
application was submitted by the applicant’s authorised agent.  As part of the 2015 application, 
the applicant’s share of a commonage parcel was reduced from 10/125 to 2/125.  This reduction 
was also included in his 2016 and 2017 applications.  The person named has now requested that 
this share be increased again to the pre-2015 level.

Applicants/agents are permitted under the regulations to increase their claims without pen-
alty only up to the closing date for amendments of 31 May for each of the Scheme years.  Un-
fortunately it is not possible to increase the claimed areas at this late stage.  If the person named 
submits an appeal together with any relevant supporting documentation it will be examined by 
my Department.

17/04/2018WRKKK01100Agriculture Scheme Penalties

1104. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
fine imposed on a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15953/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was a participant in the AEOS2 scheme which finished on 31 December 2016.

One of the actions selected was Conservation of Genetic Resources.  The terms and condi-
tions relating to this action require the participant to be a member of the relevant breed society 
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for the full term of the contract. 

As the person named has not complied with this requirement, he is not eligible for payment 
under this action and all money paid for this action over the course of the scheme must be re-
couped.

The person named will be offered the opportunity to request a review of this decision in-
cluding any relevant supporting documentation.  Should a review be requested the original 
decision will be reviewed within the Department.  The person named will be informed in writ-
ing of the outcome of such a review and if they remain dissatisfied with the decision they will 
have the option to submit an appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office.  

17/04/2018WRKKK01400Animal Identification Schemes

1105. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress and timeframe for the introduction of mandatory electronic tagging of cattle; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15998/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment provides for the use of EID (electronic tags) in the supply of official bovine identification 
tags to herd keepers by approved tag vendors.  In this regard herd keepers can on a voluntary 
basis choose to identify bovine animals using a conventional and electronic tag. 

Regulation (EU) No 653/2014 provides for the introduction of electronic identification of 
bovines on a voluntary basis or mandatory basis from 18 July 2019 whereby each Member State 
shall ensure that the necessary infrastructure is in place for the electronic identification of ani-
mals.  The European Commission plans to introduce the required Implementing and Delegated 
Acts prior to July 2019 and in this regard my Department will keep the position under review 
at EU level.

I am considering the scope for the possibility of introducing mandatory electronic identifica-
tion of bovines in the context of the benefits that EID will provide to all interested stakeholders.  
The development of a plan to implement EID will require consultation with all stakeholders, 
including farm organisations, Associated Livestock Marts (ALM), ICOS, Meat Industry Ireland 
(MII) and approved tag suppliers.  

The schedule for any implementation of mandatory EID would obviously be influenced by 
this consultation process and would need to take into consideration a number of challenging 
practical logistical issues, such as tag supply capacity, the integration of a new EID system with 
the conventional tagging system which currently exists in the national herd, etc.  My officials 
have had some preliminary discussions with the farm organisation on the introduction of man-
datory EID recently.

17/04/2018WRKKK01700GLAS Payments

1106. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay to 
date for the payment not issuing; if the solution identified by his Department has been success-
fully implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16023/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
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has received the payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

The Department is aware of an issue with this case that has delayed the 2016 and 2017 
payments.  It is expected that the matter will be resolved and payment will issue very shortly.  
GLAS payments are continuing to issue on a weekly basis.   

17/04/2018WRKKK02000GLAS Payments

1107. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine when a GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay 
to date for the payment not issuing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16024/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2017.

An issue has presented in relation to the individual’s BPS application, and my Department 
has been in contact with the relevant parties in an effort to resolve this issue.  Once this issue 
is finalised the GLAS application will be processed for payment.  GLAS payments are issuing 
on a weekly basis.

17/04/2018WRKKK02300GLAS Payments

1108. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine when a GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay 
to date for the payment not issuing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16025/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of January 1 2016 and 
has received all payments in respect of the 2016 scheme year.

A finalised commonage management plan (CMP) must be submitted in respect of GLAS 
participants with a commonage action.  This requirement has not been met by the applicant and 
payment cannot issue until it does.

17/04/2018WRKKK02600GLAS Payments

1109. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine when a GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay 
to date for the payment not issuing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16026/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has been fully paid in respect of 2015 and 2016.

A Commonage Management Plan (CMP) needs to be finalised in this case.  This require-
ment has not been met by the applicant.  The 2017 advance payment cannot issue until the CMP 
requirement is met. 

GLAS Payments
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1110. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine when a GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay 
to date for the payment not issuing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16027/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received all payments in respect of 2015 and 2016.

The Department is aware of an issue with this case that resulted in the 2017 advance pay-
ment not being made and is working to resolve the issue as soon as possible.  GLAS payments 
continue to issue on a weekly basis. 

17/04/2018WRKKK03200GLAS Payments

1111. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay 
to date for the payment not issuing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16028/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has been fully paid in respect of 2015 and 2016.

A Commonage Management Plan (CMP) needs to be finalised in this case.  This require-
ment has not been met by the applicant.  The 2017 advance payment cannot issue until the CMP 
requirement is met. 

17/04/2018WRKKK03500Agricultural Production Costs

1112. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the steps he is taking to have tariffs and duties removed from fertiliser costs in the EU 
in order to reduce the cost of fertiliser to farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16049/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am very con-
scious that fertiliser is a major input cost on farms.  Indeed EUROSTAT estimates that fertiliser 
is the third most important expenditure item on EU farms, accounting for €19.2 billon of input 
costs in 2014.  In terms of Irish farms, the Central Statistics Office 2017 Preliminary estimates 
of Output, Input and Income in Agriculture identifies fertiliser expenditure at €513 million in 
2017, an increase of 0.8% on 2016. 

I have long believed that the elimination of fertiliser tariffs and anti-dumping duties is some-
thing that could help farmers reduce their input costs and this is something that I have actively 
pursued at the Agri Fish Council in 2016 and 2017, both with the Commission and in consulta-
tion with my Council colleagues. 

At the Agri Fish Council in June 2017, I asked the Commission to address the significant 
overpricing of fertilisers in the EU brought about by the imposition of anti-dumping duties on 
imports. 

In that context, in August 2017 the Commission gave notice of its intention to conduct a 
partial interim review of the anti dumping measures applicable to imports of ammonium nitrate 
originating in Russia.  It is expected that this review will be completed in late 2018 as per Eu-
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ropean Commission notification (2017/C271/07).  However I understand that  there may be an 
interim decision from the Commission on the review of the anti dumping levy shortly.  If that is 
the case, I look forward to the interim decision and my officials will review accordingly.

I should point out however, that while Commissioner Hogan acknowledged the desirability 
of bringing about lower prices, he has also indicated that, despite considerable efforts on his 
part both with other Member States and internally within the Commission, consensus will be 
difficult to achieve.

17/04/2018WRKKK03800Ash Dieback Threat

17/04/2018WRKKK039001113. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a report which has to be compiled by an official in his Department concerning the ash dieback 
disease in a person’s (details supplied) plantation will be carried out; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [16093/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Further to a 
report from the person’s Registered Forester of symptoms of ill-health in ash trees in the forest 
plantation in question, a Forestry Inspector from the Department attended the site last Autumn 
(2017) and samples were taken to be analysed in a laboratory for the presence of Hymenoschy-
phus fraxineus, Chalara ash dieback disease. 

The analysis of these samples, which was undertaken at the Department’s Plant Health 
Laboratory, proved negative for presence of the disease.  The person’s Registered Forester was 
advised of this negative result by the Department by e-mail at the end of February 2018.

In relation to the submission of a Form 3 application for the payment of the 2nd instalment 
afforestation grant, there appears to be a misunderstanding of the options available to the forest 
owner and/or their Registered Forester.  It has been Department policy since April 2017 that 
Form 3s may be submitted for processing, notwithstanding a suspected presence of Chalara ash 
dieback disease in a forest plantation.  In such cases, the application will be processed so long 
as the plantation has otherwise been successfully established to Department’s standards. 

Details of this and other relevant policies can be found in Circular No. 6 of 2017 and are 
posted on the Department’s website at:   

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/schem-
ecirculars/2017/Circular6RevisionsRADWIS270417.pdf

The Department will send a reminder e-mail, and contact the Registered Forester in person, 
to reconfirm the results of the tests undertaken and to refer them to the relevant policy docu-
ments and options open to them and their client.

17/04/2018WRKKK04100Transfer of Entitlements

1114. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
farmer that as part of an agreement to lease land transfers their BPS entitlements to the leasee 
can recover these entitlements along with the land at the termination of the lease; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16114/18]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Entitlements 
transferred by farmers by way of lease to a third party will revert to the farmer at the end of the 
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relevant scheme year of the lease period. The reversion of entitlements on expiry of a lease is 
not considered a transfer of entitlements. 

17/04/2018WRKKK04400Transfer of Entitlements

1115. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
farmer leasing land and transferring entitlements as part of the lease must retain some land and 
corresponding entitlements in order to be able to recover the entitlements at the termination of 
the lease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16115/18]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Entitlements 
transferred by farmers by way of lease to a third party will revert to the farmer at the end of the 
relevant scheme year of the lease period. The reversion of entitlements on expiry of a lease is 
not considered a transfer of entitlements. Transfers of entitlements by way of lease may be with 
or without land. 

17/04/2018WRKKK04700Agriculture Scheme Appeals

1116. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an appeal for a farm payment by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16160/18]

17/04/2018WRKKK04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was the subject of a Nitrates inspection on 9 and 22 February 2017, carried out by my 
Department on behalf of the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.  This 
inspection identified a range of non-compliances with the cross compliance requirements under 
the Nitrates Regulations.  Due to the level and serious nature of the non-compliances deter-
mined, an intentional penalty of 100% was applied to the 2017 Direct Schemes payments.  The 
person named was notified of this decision on 13 March 2017. 

The person named sought a review of this decision and this process is nearing completion.  
The person named will be notified of the outcome shortly.

In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of this review, the deci-
sion can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months.

17/04/2018WRKKK05000Transfer of Entitlements

1117. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
transfer of entitlements has been completed for a farmer (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16194/18]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named person submitted a 2018 Transfer of Entitlements application to my Department. The 
closing date for receipt of applications is 15 May 2018.  Processing of 2018 applications will  
commence  after 15 May and the person named will then be notified in writing of the outcome 
of their application when the processing is completed.

17/04/2018WRLLL00200GLAS Payments
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17/04/2018WRLLL003001118. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16195/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full payments in respect of 2015 and 2016.

Administrative checks involving a number of sections within the Department take place on 
all GLAS claims. All cases must clear validation checks before payment can issue. Department 
officials are working proactively to complete the checks to allow for the issue of payments. 
Once this case clears validations the 2017 advance payment will be made. GLAS payments are 
being made on a weekly basis.

17/04/2018WRLLL00500GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRLLL006001119. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16201/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full payments in respect of 2015. The 2016 payment was made less the payment 
due for two Hen Harrier Actions. The outstanding payments for 2016 will be processed in due 
course according to the regulatory requirements.

The 85% 2017 Advance Payment has been made in full for 2017 including the GLAS+ 
Advance Payment.

17/04/2018WRLLL00800Greyhound Industry Data

17/04/2018WRLLL009001120. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of individual registered and unregistered greyhound pups born each year to litters reg-
istered with organisations (details supplied) in each of the years 2010 to 2017. [16253/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial State Body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.

Bord na gCon is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine. The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Bord 
na gCon.

I will request officials in my Department to refer the question to Bord na gCon for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRLLL01100Greyhound Industry Data

17/04/2018WRLLL012001121. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number unregistered greyhounds rehomed directly by the Irish Greyhound Board in each of the 
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years 2010 to 2017. [16254/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial State Body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.

Bord na gCon is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine. The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Bord 
na gCon.

I will request officials in my Department to refer the question to Bord na gCon for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRLLL01400GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRLLL015001122. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status 
of an application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16255/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The GLAS 
payments due to person named are fully up to date.

17/04/2018WRLLL01700Special Areas of Conservation

17/04/2018WRLLL018001123. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the official policy and protocols regarding the seeking of application for planting forestry in a 
special area of conservation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16364/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The overall 
aim of the European Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) is to maintain or restore 
the favourable conservation status of habitats and species which are threatened throughout Eu-
rope and deemed highly sensitive to change. These habitats and species are listed in the Habi-
tats Directive and the Birds Directive (Directive 2009/147/EC). Special Areas of Conservation 
(SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) – also known as Natura sites – are designated to 
afford protection to the most vulnerable of these habitats and species. As such, SACs and SPAs 
are a key component in the protection of rare and endangered habitats and species, both in Ire-
land and at a European and international level.

One of the key protective measures under this European legislation is the requirement under 
Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive to apply an appropriate assessment procedure, 
to consider any possible impact on the conservation objectives of a Natura site that might arise 
from a plan or project, before a decision is taken whether or not to allow that plan or project 
to proceed. The application of appropriate assessment in Ireland is governed by the European 
Communities (Birds & Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477 of 2011).

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine is listed as a ‘public authority’ under 
these Regulations. Therefore, this Department is required to carry out a screening for Appropri-
ate Assessment, and the Appropriate Assessment itself, if deemed necessary, in relation to all 
such applications for afforestation. For further information on how this procedure is applied to 
afforestation applications, please see Section 20 of the Department’s Forestry Standards Manu-
al at https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2015/
ForestryStandManNov15050116.pdf.
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Question No. 1124 answered with Question No. 1075.

17/04/2018WRLLL02100Departmental Staff Relocation

17/04/2018WRLLL022001125. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason the office of his Department in Ros’a Mhíl, Contae na Gaillimhe is not included as 
a transfer location in the central list of locations that civil servants can express a preference to 
transfer to; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16421/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I understand 
from the Human Resources Division within my Department that this office is listed as a transfer 
location under the Civil Service Mobility Scheme at the following address:

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Zone 19), Sea Fisheries Protection Au-
thority, The Pier, H91 K765, Co. Galway.

Ros a Mhíl is located at Zone 19 on the map pertaining to Civil Service Mobility which may 
be accessed through the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) website at the 
following address: http://hr.per.gov.ie/civil-service-mobility/

17/04/2018WRLLL02400Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRLLL025001126. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of clerical officers and clerical assistants in his Department on temporary contracts 
by years of service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil Service 
when they have served a fixed period of time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16422/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Currently my 
Department recruits temporary clerical officers (the clerical assistant grade no longer exists) 
from specific recruitment processes run by the Public Appointment Service.  This recruitment 
process is solely aimed at meeting short term business requirements only and is not for the 
purpose of filling permanent positions.  The Department also recruits clerical officers for per-
manent positions through the Public Appointments Service. 

My Department avails of workforce planning processes to identify the critical resource 
needs required to deliver our business goals.  Staffing needs are constantly monitored, including 
those involving temporary Clerical Officers.

17/04/2018WRLLL02700GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRLLL028001127. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a GLAS payment for a farmer (details supplied); the reason for the delays in process-
ing this payment, which are placing undue financial hardship on the person and the person’s 
family and business; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16454/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January  2016 and 
has received all payments in respect of 2016.
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Administrative checks involving a number of sections within the Department take place on 
all GLAS claims. My Department is making every effort to complete the checks required and 
once this case clears validations the 2017, advance payment will be made. GLAS payments are 
continuing to issue on a weekly basis.

Question No. 1128 answered with Question No. 1075.

17/04/2018WRLLL03100Food Industry Development

17/04/2018WRLLL032001129. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
range of specific financial and-or advisory supports available to small indigenous and artisan 
food producers from his Department and agencies under its auspices, specifically for marketing, 
promotion and branding. [16513/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Food Wise 
2025, the strategy for the Agri-food industry acknowledges the unique and important posi-
tion of the artisan food sector in both the rural and national economy and its positive growth 
prospects and recommends actions to support the sector to realise its potential. These include 
supports for artisan food businesses, a pipeline for new entrants to the Artisan Food Market at 
Bloom, promoting meet the buyer opportunities, delivery of small business specific consumer 
and market insights, and programmes to assist producers to extend business reach and festival 
markets.

Supports for the artisan food sector are available from the development agencies. Many 
artisan businesses have participated in the Food Academy programme developed by Bord Bia, 
Local Enterprise Offices and Musgraves/SuperValu; the Food Works programme (developed by 
Bord Bia, Teagasc and Enterprise Ireland for start-up food entrepreneurs) and from technical 
assistance from Teagasc. 

In terms of small food businesses in general, close to 500 food companies with a turnover of 
€100,000 to €3.5m are registered with Bord Bia for supports and services. These owner man-
aged businesses produce high-end products with a strong focus on the domestic market.

The farmhouse cheese sector alone includes over 50 cheese-makers producing more than 
150 types of cheese valued at over €12 million per annum at farm gate level. The sector is in-
novative with over 17 new farmhouse cheeses developed in the past year. My Department has 
supported a three year Bord Bia farmhouse cheese programme under the EU Promotion regime. 

Farmers markets remain a valuable entry point for many potential food entrepreneurs and 
those building a local and visitor customer base. In the past year Bord Bia ran workshops for 
market managers to support the development of this important local route to market. Feedback 
was highly positive. 

My Department provides bursaries for the UCC Diploma in Speciality Food Production, a 
food science and business course for food producers, potential start-ups and those interested in 
developing businesses and /or promoting the artisan sector. Bord Bia, Teagasc and the FSAI 
contribute to the work of the Diploma. Over 180 students have graduated; many are success-
fully running small artisan and speciality food businesses. 

Growth prospects for the sector are positive overall, driven by increased consumer inter-
est in the provenance of food, environmental concerns, health and a desire to support the local 
economy. 
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There is also provision in the Rural Development Plan (RDP), for funding to support new 
and existing artisan, micro and small food producers to address emerging challenges through 
investment in areas such as market development, competitiveness and innovation. This funding 
will be delivered using the LEADER methodology.

17/04/2018WRLLL03400National Raised Bog Management Plan

17/04/2018WRLLL035001130. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps that have been taken to explore new crop production techniques such as paludiculture 
by his Department since responsibility for this action under the national peatlands strategy was 
allocated to it and to the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment. 
[16675/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Minister 
for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, announced the publication of the National Raised Bog 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) Management Plan 2017-2022 in December 2017.

This is the first national plan for Ireland’s raised bog SAC network and together with the Na-
tional Peatlands Strategy (2015) and the Review of Raised Bog Natural Heritage Area Network 
(2014) form the Government’s approach to the management of Ireland’s peatlands.

The independently chaired Peatlands Council was established to assist the Government and 
stakeholders regarding certain issues related to the management of Ireland’s peatlands and was 
specifically requested to oversee the drafting of a National Peatlands Strategy.

The National Peatlands Strategy sets out how to sustainably manage and protect/conserve 
our national peatland resource. This strategy estimated that Irish peatlands store some 1,566 
million tonnes of carbon, representing approximately 64% of the total soil organic carbon stock 
present in Ireland.

The direction Ireland takes in managing its peatland is and will be informed by best scien-
tific knowledge. I am aware that extensive research on the role and functioning of peatlands has 
been undertaken and further work is on-going. The future use of Ireland’s peatlands will also be 
influenced by national, EU and international legal considerations and obligations.

DAFM operate several schemes which incorporate standards which ensure the sustainable 
use of land, the maintenance of natural resources and limiting climate change, for example, the 
Basic Payment Scheme and other area based schemes such as the Greening Payment, the Areas 
of Natural Constraints Scheme (ANC) including Islands and the Green Low Carbon Agri En-
vironment Scheme (GLAS). Monitoring and implementation of these standards is carried out 
through cross-compliance inspections thereby ensuring that agricultural land is maintained in 
good agricultural and environmental condition.

17/04/2018WRLLL03700Achomhairc Talmhaíochta

17/04/2018WRLLL038001131. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén uair 
a dhéanfar cinneadh ar athbhreithniú atá iarrtha ag a Roinn ar chinneadh a rinne an tOifigeach 
Achomhairc maidir le hachomharc a rinne feirmeoir i gContae na Gaillimhe (sonraí tugtha); 
cén fáth a bhfuil moill fhada ar an gcinneadh; an bhfuil an litir dar dáta an 5 Deireadh Fómhair 
2017 a chuir an feirmeoir chuig an Oifig Achomhairc á cur san áireamh san athbhreithniú atá ar 
siúl agus an dtabharfar seans don fheirmeoir a chás a chur os comhair an Oifigigh Achomhairc 
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uair amháin eile ag éisteacht ó bhéal, mar atá iarrtha aige; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina 
thaobh. [16676/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Dheimhnigh 
an Oifig Achomhairc Talmhaíochta neamhspleách gur iarradh ar athbhreithniú ar chinneadh 
an Oifigigh Achomhairc. Is gnách go ndéileáiltear le hathbhreithnithe san ord a fhaightear iad. 
Fuarthas roinnt iarrataí ar athbhreithniú ar chinntí an Oifigigh Achomhairc sula ndearnadh an 
iarraidh a rinneadh agus tá iad seo á bpróiseáil faoi láthair. Cuireadh an t-achomharcóir ar an eo-
las ar na forais a bhain leis an iarraidh ar an athbhreithniú agus tugadh cuireadh dó a bhreathnói-
reacht ar na forais siúd a sheoladh ar aghaidh. Déanfar breithniú ar fhreagairt an achomharcóra 
a bhí ina litir dar dáta an 5 Deireadh Fómhair 2017 mar chuid den athbhreithniú a dhéanfar ar 
chinneadh ar an Oifigigh Achomhairc nuair a chuirfear tús leis an athbhreithniú sin. Maidir lena 
iarraidh ar éisteacht ó bhéal, dheimhnigh an Oifig Achomhairc Talmhaíochta gur thit éisteacht 
ó bhéal ar achomharc an achomharcóra amach an 23 Feabhra 2017 sular eisíodh cinneadh an 
Oifigigh Achomhairc. Foráiltear san Acht um Achomhairc Talmhaíochta, 2001, arna leasú, gur 
féidir leis an Stiúrthóir Achomhairc Talmhaíochta cinneadh Oifigeach Achomhairc a athbhre-
ithniú más dealraitheach dó nó di go raibh an cinneadh earráideach mar gheall go ndearnadh 
botún éigin maidir leis an dlí nó na fíricí. Níl aon fhoráil sa reachtaíocht ar éisteacht bhreise ó 
bhéal mar chuid den phróiseas athbhreithnithe ag an Stiúrthóir.

17/04/2018WRLLL04000GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRLLL041001132. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway under the 2017 GLAS 
scheme; the reason for the delay in issuing this payment in view of the fact that his Department 
is of the view there is no issue with the GLAS plan; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16677/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of October 1st 2015 and 
has received all payments in respect of 2015 and 2016 scheme years.

Administrative checks take place on all GLAS claims. All cases must clear validation checks 
before payment can issue. My Department is working proactively to complete the checks in this 
case. Once this case clears validations the 2017 advance payment will be made. GLAS pay-
ments are being made on a weekly basis. 

17/04/2018WRLLL04300Tillage Sector

17/04/2018WRLLL044001133. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding tillage farmers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16715/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The difficult 
and prolonged winter of 2017, and very late and wet spring, has caused great difficulties for 
both livestock and tillage farmers in Ireland.  

Tillage farmers in receipt of the Greening payment are required to comply with the obliga-
tions that exist under the Crop Diversification and Ecological Focus Area measures.  Under 
Crop Diversification farmers with greater than 30 hectares of arable land are required to have 
three crops with the main crop not exceeding 75% and the two main crops not exceeding 95%. 



17 April 2018

505

Those with between 10 and 30 hectares are required to have two crops with the main crop not 
exceeding 75% 

As a consequence of the extreme weather I have made a very robust case to the EU Com-
mission for an exemption from the Crop Diversification obligations in 2018.

Officials from my Department are now in discussion with the EU Commission on how this 
proposed derogation would operate in practice for 2018.

17/04/2018WRLLL04600GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRLLL047001134. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when an 
application will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16734/18]

17/04/2018WRLLL04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of October 1st 2015 and 
has received all payments in respect of 2015 and 2016.

All cases must clear validation checks before payment can issue. My Department is working 
proactively to complete the checks to minimise delays in payments. It is expected that this case 
will clear the validations shortly. GLAS payments are being made on a weekly basis. 

17/04/2018WRMMM00200Farm Safety

17/04/2018WRMMM003001135. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on whether in the interests of public safety and legal compliance the business of farm and 
agricultural contracting should be licensed or regulated. [16750/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The safety 
of both the public and farmers is of paramount importance in all areas of agricultural activity.  
I would draw your attention to the implementation of the Machinery Directive and the on-
going work in the area of workplace safety, both of which are the responsibility of the Health 
and Safety Authority under the aegis of the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation.  
That Department also has responsibility for the regulation of businesses. 

17/04/2018WRMMM00500Drainage Schemes

17/04/2018WRMMM006001136. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce grant aid for land drainage for farmers due to severe wet weather; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16751/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The budget 
for the Targeted Agriculture Modernisation scheme (TAMS) of €395m under the Rural Devel-
opment programme is fully committed at this stage.  Support for land drainage is not included 
as an eligible item in the current programme.  It is not possible to include additional investment 
items within the available budget. 

Question No. 1137 answered with Question No. 1075.
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17/04/2018WRMMM00900Forestry Sector

17/04/2018WRMMM010001138. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of plans to introduce reform of the forestry programme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16755/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The current 
forestry programme was introduced in January 2015 and has recently been subject to a midterm 
review (MTR).  The aim of this MTR was to compare targets against outturn, identify why tar-
gets were not achieved and propose measures to help address barriers to achieving these targets.  
The MTR process itself encompassed a public call for submissions and a series of consultation 
meetings with stakeholders and the European Commission.  Draft proposals were then subject 
to a Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment screening exercise.  My 
Department is currently in the process of implementing the changes introduced as part of this 
review.

In the recently launched National Development Plan 2018 -2027, the Government has stated 
that a publicly funded capital programme for afforestation will be supported beyond the lifetime 
of the current programme. 

17/04/2018WRMMM01200Fodder Crisis

17/04/2018WRMMM013001139. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications received from counties Cavan and Monaghan and the rest of the country 
under the fodder transport scheme in tabular form. [16762/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): To date 22 
applications have been received for the Fodder Transport Support Measure. 

No applications have been received yet from counties Cavan or Monaghan. 

17/04/2018WRMMM01500GLAS Payments

17/04/2018WRMMM016001140. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons in counties Cavan and Monaghan waiting for GLAS payments; the number 
of part payments issued; and his plans to process the outstanding payments. [16763/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM017001141. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of delayed GLAS payments to persons in counties Cavan and Monaghan in 2017; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16764/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1140 and 1141 together.

A 2017 GLAS advance payment has issued to 1,793 farmers in Cavan with 68 cases con-
tinuing to be processed.  For County Monaghan 1,021 farmers have been paid with 26 continu-
ing to be processed.  The majority of the outstanding cases are the responsibility of the applicant 
and the payment is delayed due to the applicant failing to meet his or her obligations under the 
scheme.  I would encourage all applicants to ensure that any outstanding issues are resolved in 
order to allow the Department to make the payment as soon as possible. 
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17/04/2018WRMMM02000Brexit Issues

17/04/2018WRMMM021001142. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to offset the impact of Brexit on farmers in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16765/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Brexit has the 
potential to have a very significant impact on the agri-food sector throughout Ireland, including 
in counties Cavan and Monaghan. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the agri-food sector is of critical importance to the Irish econ-
omy, and its regional spread means it underpins the socio-economic development of rural Ire-
land, and of the border region in particular. 

The primary means through which the Government is seeking to minimise the impact of 
Brexit is through the negotiated outcome.  In a border context, and in terms of mitigating the 
impact in counties Monaghan and Cavan, the UK commitment in the Joint EU-UK Report of 
last December to avoid a hard border on the island of Ireland was extremely important.  At the 
Government insistence this commitment is now being translated into legal form in the draft of 
the Withdrawal Agreement, and we are currently working closely with our EU counterparts and 
the European Commission Task Force to achieve progress in the actions necessary to avoid a 
hard border on the island of Ireland.

During my recent visit to London on St Patrick’s week I met with my UK counterpart, 
Secretary of State Michael Gove and stressed the importance of avoiding a hard border on the 
island in order to facilitate bilateral trade post Brexit, without undermining the Single Market. 

Since the Brexit vote, the Government has introduced a range of measures to help the agri-
food sector navigate the short-term impacts.  In Budget 2017, I introduced measures to help 
reduce farm gate business costs, including a €150 million low-cost loan scheme, new agri-tax-
ation measures and increased funding under the Rural Development and Seafood Development 
Programmes. 

In 2018 Budget I announced a €50m Brexit support package, which will comprise a number 
of initiatives.  Firstly, in cooperation with my colleague, the Minister for Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation, I have recently announced a new Brexit Loan Scheme aimed at providing af-
fordable, flexible financing to Irish businesses that are either currently impacted by Brexit or 
who will be in the future, at least 40% of which will be available to food businesses.  

I am also considering the development of a separate loan scheme similar to the 2017 low-
cost scheme, based on €25m funding from my Department to the Scheme.  These measures are 
aimed at enhancing competitiveness within the sector.

I have also introduced supports for Bord Bia for investment in market insight and market 
prioritisation initiatives, which are aimed at identifying and developing potential diversification 
opportunities.  I had already increased funding to Bord Bia by €10 million since the Brexit vote, 
and a further €4.5 million is allocated in Budget 2018.  Following on from the successful trade 
mission to the USA and Canada in February of this year I will, as part of the marketing effort, 
lead further trade missions in 2018 to promote Irish food and drink in key markets.  I will lead 
a trade mission to China and Hong Kong next month to develop our relationship further, which 
takes on additional importance now that we have succeeded in opening this market to beef ex-
ports from Ireland.

To enhance product diversification, I have also allocated funding to support the develop-
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ment of the new National Food Innovation Hub, which will be located in the Teagasc Moore-
park complex. 

I wish to assure the Deputy that the Government remains very focused on supporting farm-
ers and the agri-food industry through the challenges ahead, whether they are based in Cavan, 
Monaghan or any other part of the country. 

17/04/2018WRMMM02300Forestry Sector

17/04/2018WRMMM024001143. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the percentage of lands in counties Cavan and Monaghan and the entire 
country used for a purpose (details supplied); the way in which this is monitored; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16768/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): According to 
the National Forest Inventory (NFI) 2012 total forest cover in Counties Cavan and Monaghan  is 
8.7% and 4.3% respectively  - information is set out in the table below.

National Forest Inventory

Cavan 16,830 ha.s 8.7%
Monaghan 5,598 ha.s 4.3%
Total for Country 731,652 ha.s 10.5%

The National Forest Inventory (NFI) is the principal means of monitoring national forest 
cover in Ireland.  The NFI records and assesses the extent and nature of Ireland’s forests, both 
public and private, in a timely, accurate and reproducible manner.  The NFI is a detailed periodic 
survey of permanent forest sample plots based on a randomised systematic grid sample design.  
The exercise is repeated every 5 years with the most recent NFI available for 2012. Work on the 
next NFI is currently underway.  Results from this NFI are expected to be published this year. 

17/04/2018WRMMM02600Farm Inspections

17/04/2018WRMMM027001144. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a farm (details supplied) has not been assessed; the status of the farm; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16769/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Further to 
PQ13611/18 answered on 27th March 2018, the laboratory result from the animal referred to 
previously has been received and it is negative.  As required, a further herd test was carried out 
on 7th April 2018 and 5 further reactors were disclosed.  Blood samples were taken from these 5 
animals on 9th April 2018 and sent to the laboratory for analysis.  My Department is continuing 
to engage with the herdowner.

17/04/2018WRMMM02900Fodder Crisis

17/04/2018WRMMM030001145. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the transport subsidy will be applicable to all fodder sourced from outside our jurisdiction in-
cluding Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16800/18]
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17/04/2018WRMMM03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In response to 
the problems experienced in parts of the West and North-West in the late autumn and winter I 
took a number of steps to address issues around the availability of fodder.  

 I asked Teagasc from an early stage to work locally with affected farmers in areas with fod-
der difficulties and support them on fodder budgeting for the winter ahead.

I prioritised the payment of farm supports to assist farmers with cash flow.  In this regard 
my Department has paid out over €1.6bn to Irish farmers under Pillar I and Pillar II and will 
continue to make residual payments. 

As a further early intervention, and to ensure a co-ordinated approach to the issue of fodder 
availability in affected areas, I convened a fodder group chaired by Teagasc, and comprising of 
all the main stakeholders including feed merchants and co-ops, banking, farm bodies etc.  

I introduced a targeted ‘Fodder Transport Support measure’ on 29th January 2018 to provide 
additional assistance to those livestock farmers in parts of the West and North West severely af-
fected by on-going fodder shortages.  The main purpose of the measure was to support the cost 
of transporting fodder between those areas where it was plentiful and those where it was scarce.  
It is operated primarily through the Co-operative structure. 

The continuation of cold wet weather throughout March resulted in a serious delay to the 
onset of spring.  Grass growth remained negligible, ground stayed wet and livestock had to re-
main housed in many cases.  This resulted in the fodder problem extending countrywide with a 
consequent tightening of fodder availability nationally. 

In response I extended the fodder transport measure to all counties and also introduced a 
Fodder Import Support Measure, to ensure that there was adequate fodder available to feed the 
national herd.  This measure was introduced on 5th April to reduce the cost to farmers of im-
ported forage (hay, silage, haylage etc.) from outside the island of Ireland.  Northern Ireland is 
excluded.  The measure is operated through Co-operatives and other importers approved by the 
Department.  It covers forage imported up to 30th April 2018.  Support under the measure will 
substantially reduce the cost to farmers of imported fodder by approximately one third.  This 
initial allocation will support the importation of up to 20,000 tons of fodder into the country and 
this will be kept under on-going review until the current crisis is over.  

In other supports, planning continues with a view to commencement of balancing payments 
under certain Pillar II schemes including the Sheep Welfare Scheme followed by the GLAS 
scheme.

The GLAS Traditional Hay Meadow grazing date has been extended to 1 May 2018, and 
this makes available an additional 27,000 ha of grazing for livestock which would not otherwise 
be available.

Furthermore, I am presently engaging in a series of meetings with the CEO’s of the main 
banks to discuss any cash flow issues arising from the recent bad weather and access to finance 
for the sector generally.  During these meetings I continue to stress that in the context of the cur-
rent situation the banks should be flexible and put measures in place to support their customers.

Through my officials I am monitoring the fodder situation on a daily basis and engaging 
with all stakeholders in addressing the remaining challenges around fodder supply this spring.  
The next step will be to prevent this situation arising again, through supporting farmers to ef-
fectively plan and manage their grass and fodder supplies for the coming winters. 

Question No. 1146 answered with Question No. 1073.
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17/04/2018WRMMM03300Agrifood Sector

17/04/2018WRMMM034001147. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will seek measures to be implemented at EU level to support pig producers in view of ongo-
ing downward pressure on prices and increasing costs of feed stuff and other input costs; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16818/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Price volatility 
has been a significant challenge for the pig meat sector and developments over the last few years 
emphasising the cyclical nature of prices in the sector.  Current prices stand at €139.2/100kg 
which is 15% below prices at the same time in 2017 (an exceptional year for pig prices), but 
remain above the price at the same stage in 2016.

My Department and I have made a substantial effort to encourage market diversification.  
The importance of this is illustrated by the significant expansion in Ireland’s pig meat exports 
to East Asia, and to China in particular.  The ongoing uncertainty surrounding Brexit lends an 
even greater importance to expansion of access to international markets.  

In June of 2017 I visited Mexico, the fourth largest importer of chilled and frozen pork in 
the world.  With Mexican demand continuing to grow I have made access to that market a top 
priority.  I also travelled to Japan and the Republic of Korea last autumn to promote the devel-
opment of further opportunities for Irish producers in these markets as I want to continue the 
diversification of markets to which Ireland has access.  Exports to Japan more than doubled to 
€22m in 2017, putting it in second place in international markets.  We can also expect that the 
new free trade agreement with Japan (JEEPA) will further enhance trade opportunities.  Growth 
in the Philippines was also strong, up 54%, making it the third-largest international market for 
Irish pigmeat exports.  China is now the largest third country market with exports of €102m last 
year and I will lead a trade mission to China next month visiting Beijing and Shanghai.  This 
visit will include events, in association with Bord Bia, to promote Irish pork to further develop 
export opportunities.

With Irish production up 1.2% in 2017 and export value increasing by 8% to €790m, I will 
continue to work closely with the sector and, by focusing on insight-led growth strategies, take 
advantage of opportunities for Irish pig meat exporters on international markets. 

17/04/2018WRMMM03600Waste Disposal

17/04/2018WRMMM037001148. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the €75 allowance for households with medical waste will come into effect; 
the way in which persons will apply for the allowance; the documentation that will be required; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15259/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In line with the commitments set out in A Resource Opportunity - Waste Manage-
ment Policy in Ireland, published in 2012, and in the interest of encouraging further waste pre-
vention and greater recycling, flat-rate fees for kerbside household waste collection are being 
phased out over the period autumn 2017 to autumn 2018, as customers contracts come up for 
renewal.  The necessary regulatory steps have been put in place to give effect to this measure.  
It is worth noting that this measure is not ‘new’ for about half of kerbside household waste cus-
tomers, who are already on an incentivised usage pricing plan, i.e., a plan which contains a per 
lift or weight related fee. 
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As announced in mid-2017, mandatory per kilogramme ‘pay by weight’ charging is not 
being introduced.  Allowing for a range of charging options, which encourage householders 
to reduce and separate their waste, provides flexibility to waste collectors to develop various 
service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances.  Consequently, a pure kilo-
gramme charge for waste collection may not be selected by some households.  Instead, some 
households may use a ‘per lift’ type charge or a ‘weight allowance’ collection service.  

An annual support of €75 per person will be made available for persons with lifelong or 
long-term medical incontinence.  This will help people meet the average annual cost for the 
disposal of medical incontinence products.  My Department is currently in discussion with the 
Department of Health and the Health Service Executive with a view to finalising the details and 
arrangements of the support.

17/04/2018WRMMM03900Energy Policy

17/04/2018WRMMM040001149. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if an energy roadmap document from a person (details supplied) will be ex-
amined; if he will relay the document to the relevant officials in his Department; if his officials 
will contact the person to meet and discuss the roadmap in more detail; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15471/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Following a request from the Deputy to my Office, officials from my Department 
met the individual referred to on 1 February last during which the energy roadmap proposals 
prepared by the individual were presented. In this meeting, my officials took the opportunity 
to set out information on the background to, current position on, and pending developments in 
relation to national climate and energy policy and officials agreed to retain the contact details of 
the individual for use in future relevant consultations by my Department.   

I also understand that the individual’s proposals had previously been submitted to the Citi-
zens’ Assembly public consultation on how the State can make Ireland a leader in tackling cli-
mate change.  I understand that over 1,200 submissions were made to this consultation and that 
these submissions informed the Assembly’s subsequent deliberations and recommendations on 
this module.  I understand that the Citizens’ Assembly expects shortly to submit its final report 
on this module to the Oireachtas for further consideration.

17/04/2018WRMMM04200Fishing Licences

17/04/2018WRMMM043001150. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when salmon fishing licences will be issued to those that were not part of the 
salmon hardship fishing group and have been waiting for the recovery of stocks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [15612/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM04400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): Commercial fishing licences issue each year in respect of Rivers 
and estuaries which have harvestable surpluses and where such fisheries exist.  Harvest fisheries 
are only permitted on individual rivers which are sufficiently exceeding their individual conser-
vation limit and in estuaries where all contributing rivers are also exceeding their conservation 
limits.   

Management is based on the fact that each of Ireland’s 147 salmon rivers, river sections etc. 
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has a genetically unique stock of fish.  The conservation limit is the number of adult spawning 
fish required to sustain a healthy population in the individual river Management advice from 
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is supported by the annual assessments by, and advice from, the 
Standing Scientific Committee comprised of scientists from a range of organisations.  

In light of the scientific advice of the Salmon Standing Scientific Committee for the 2018 
season and determined by IFI as ensuring sustainable exploitation and avoiding indiscriminate 
harvesting in line with the conservation imperative, 105 licences are available for issue to com-
mercial fishermen in those fishery districts where waters are open for harvest.  The Commercial 
fishing season opens on 12 May.

The Control of Fishing for Salmon Order, S.I. 83 of 2018 regulates the issue of commercial 
salmon fishing licences for the 2018 season.  The licences will be allocated on the basis of the 
criteria provided for in the Order.  I am providing a copy of the Order for the Deputy’s informa-
tion. 

In 2007, the indiscriminate mixed stock fishery at sea was closed for conservation reasons.

17/04/2018WRMMM04500Fishing Licences

17/04/2018WRMMM046001151. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the categories of licence issued for eel fishing. [16225/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM047001152. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the difference between the licences issued for salmon fishing and licences issued 
for eel fishing. [16226/18]

17/04/2018WRMMM04800Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1151 and 1152 together.  

The licencing of fisheries species is part of the management regime which reflects the make-
up and characteristics of each stock. 

The European Eel is a panmictic species which is a single spawning stock spread over the 
entire European continent.  Eels migrate as adults from European waters to spawn in the Sara-
gossa Sea and the juveniles return to Europe in a random fashion.  

Management of salmon is based on the fact that each of Ireland’s 147 salmon rivers, river 
sections etc. has a genetically unique stock of fish.  Salmon migrate as juveniles and return as 
adults to spawn in the river of their birth.  Each individual salmon river has its own conserva-
tion limit which is the number of adult spawning fish required to sustain a healthy population 
in the individual river. 

Management advice from Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) for both stocks is supported by the 
advice from Stranding Scientific Committees comprised of scientists from a range of organisa-
tions.  

The licences issued for eel fishing were commercial licences only, no licences were issued 
for recreational eel fishing.  The following were the types of licence available: 

-    Eye, gap or basket for taking eels in or on a fishing weir or a fishing mill dam; 

-    Eel trap as used under licence in Drogheda and Ballyshannon Fishery Districts; 
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-    Long Line for eels; 

-    Coghill net for eels; and  

-    Fyke nets for eels.

Ireland’s Eel Management Plan (EMP) under EU Regulation 1100/2007, which included a 
closure of commercial fishing, was approved by the European Commission in 2009. 

I have provided funding to IFI for a collaborative research initiative involving IFI scientists 
and a number of former eel fishermen to further develop national knowledge of the species and 
its medium to longer term potential for recovery.  This 3 year scientific fishery was commenced 
in 2016.

The latest advice from the International Council for the Exploration of the Seas (ICES) for 
2018 (published November 2017) is that “the status of eel remains critical and that all anthro-
pogenic mortality (e.g. recreational and commercial fishing, hydropower, pumping stations, 
and pollution) affecting production and escapement of silver eels should be reduced to – or kept 
as close to – zero as possible.  There is no change in the status of the stock as being critically 
endangered”.

No licences for Eel fishing have been issued since 2008.

Officials of the Department have written to the European Commission outlining Ireland’s 
intention to fund a support scheme for former eel fishermen.

In relation to salmon, recreational angling licences are issued as a national licence or spe-
cific to a Fishery District on an annual, twenty one day or one day basis.

The commercial fishing licences issued are Draft Net, Draft Net (Special tidal waters) and 
Snap Nets.  105 licences are available for issue to commercial fishermen in those fishery dis-
tricts where waters are open for harvest.  The Commercial fishing season opens on 12 May.

Commercial Salmon fishing licences issue each year in respect of Rivers and estuaries which 
have harvestable surpluses and where such fisheries exist.  Harvest fisheries are only permitted 
on individual rivers which are sufficiently exceeding their individual conservation limit and in 
estuaries where all contributing rivers are also exceeding their conservation limits.

17/04/2018WRNNN00300Inland Fisheries

17/04/2018WRNNN004001153. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which salmon numbers in the various rivers here continue to be 
monitored; if there has been a noticeable drop-off in salmon returning to traditional spawning 
grounds; if wild salmon is a threatened species; if overfishing off Greenland has affected the 
numbers returning to spawn in rivers here; if there is a record of the number of salmon caught 
in each of the main salmon fishing rivers in recent times for comparison with previous years; if 
specific action is warranted, notwithstanding the EU and Irish conservation policies; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16790/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN00500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Kyne): Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is the State Agency statutorily 
responsible for the management and conservation of Ireland’s Inland fisheries resources in-
cluding wild Atlantic salmon. IFI manages salmon stocks on an individual river basis as each 
of Ireland’s 147 salmon rivers (including river sections and estuaries) has its own genetically 
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unique stock of salmon.

IFI is supported in its management role by the independent Standing Scientific Committee 
(SSC), comprising scientists from a range of organisations.  Scientific and management assess-
ments of each of the distinct stocks are carried out every year with IFI engaged in extensive 
stock monitoring which feeds into the SSC’s annual reviews. The SSC uses catch returns to 
individual rivers (rod catch, catch and release and any commercial catch) over the previous five 
years to estimate the total salmon returns in each of the previous five years.  The use of a five 
year average ensures that a good or bad year does not have a disproportionate impact on the 
stock assessment in any single year.

Each river has an individual conservation limit which is the number of adult salmon re-
quired to maintain a healthy population.  Rivers which sufficiently exceed their conservation 
limit may be opened for harvest fisheries (recreational and/or commercial). Rivers which meet 
50% of their conservation limit may be opened for catch and release (C&R) angling which 
permits enjoyment of angling while having a negligible impact of vulnerable fish stocks and 
encouraging the shared responsibility to contribute to conservation and the potential rebuilding 
of these stocks.  For 2018, 78 rivers in Ireland were open to harvest or catch and release fishing. 

The decline in wild Atlantic Salmon is an international issue manifesting in rivers in all 
countries around the North Atlantic with scientific analysis from the International Council for 
the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) estimating that marine survival of migrating salmon has been 
at or below 5% in the North Atlantic for more than a decade. 

Marine survival is considered to have the biggest influence on return, from far North At-
lantic feeding grounds, of salmon to all rivers on Atlantic coasts.  Climate change in the ocean 
is considered to be a major factor.  There is also evidence that heavy sea-lice infestation from 
salmon farming has resulted in additional mortality in respect of migratory North Atlantic salm-
on generally.  In freshwater, water quality and a range of pressures such as afforestation, drain-
age, effluent discharge, siltation and agricultural enrichment can all have an impact on juvenile 
salmon production.

The protection and conservation of salmon internationally is managed through the North At-
lantic Salmon Conservation Organisation (NASCO) with which Ireland is aligned through the 
European Union. Concerted international co-operation has ensured that restrictions in Green-
land and Faroese waters have been in place for a number of years via NASCO agreement. In 
June this year my officials and those of IFI will join delegates from the EU, USA, Canada, Nor-
way, the Russian Federation, Greenland and the Faroes in seeking to negotiate a continuation 
of restrictions in these waters. 

Specifically in relation to Greenlandic waters, the majority component of the stock complex 
migrating to these waters originates from the North American Continent.  The is no commercial 
harvest in Faroese waters where the migratory stock complex comprises a majority component 
of European river stocks including those from Ireland.   

The Atlantic salmon is a protected species under the EU Habitats Directive with which Ire-
land’s current salmon management regime complies. In order to align fully with the Directive 
and the North NASCO principles, Ireland closed mixed stock fisheries at sea since 2007.

17/04/2018WRNNN00600Renewable Energy Projects

17/04/2018WRNNN007001154. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his views on the entitlement to compensation of residents affected by a de-
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velopment in view of reports (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15002/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN008001155. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his views on the entitlement to compensation of residents affected by devel-
opments (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15017/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN00900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1154 and 1155 together.

In relation to developing Ireland’s energy sector, the Programme for Government seeks a 
better balance between the concerns of local communities and the need to invest in indigenous 
energy projects and my Department is currently finalising the new Renewable Electricity Sup-
port Scheme which is being designed to assist in Ireland meeting its renewable energy contribu-
tion to EU wide targets out to 2030. An important element of this new scheme will be providing 
for increased community based ownership and participation in and benefit from renewable elec-
tricity projects in line with the 2015 Energy White paper.  Community benefit can encompass a 
range of measures that a project can bring to those living in its surrounding area.

In addition, my Department and the Department of the Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment are currently working together on revising the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 
to ensure there is a better balance between the concerns of local communities and the need to 
invest in indigenous energy projects. These guidelines will be subject to public consultation in 
the next few months before they are finalised by Government. 

Furthermore, in December 2016, the Irish Wind Energy Association and the Irish Wind 
Farmers Association voluntarily signed up on behalf of their members to the ‘Code of Good 
Practice for Wind Energy Development- Guidelines for Community Engagement’ issued by my 
Department to ensure that there is full engagement with communities at each stage of wind farm 
development. The Code is available on my Department’s website at www.dccae.gov.ie 

17/04/2018WRNNN01100Cyber Security Policy

17/04/2018WRNNN012001156. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the budget allocated to cybersafety and cyberdefence by his Department; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15020/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) is located within my Department, and serves 
to provide a range of cyber security services to owners of Government IT infrastructure and 
Critical National Infrastructure (CNI). While my Department does not release specific details in 
relation to the staff or precise funding allocated to the NCSC for operational security reasons, 
I can confirm that in Budget 2018 additional funding was secured for additional capacity in the 
NCSC, both in terms of personnel and additional technology, and a significant programme of 
further recruitment will commence shortly.

The expertise contained within the NCSC covers a broad range of capabilities including 
computer science, software engineering, malware analysis and information technology fo-
rensics. The NCSC is also home to the national Computer Security Incident Response Team 
(CSIRT-IE) and is responsible for acting as a conduit for information to constituents (including 
operators of Critical National Infrastructure, Government Departments and Agencies), provid-
ing expert advice and analysis on cyber security issues and for coordinating significant inci-
dents. Like similar bodies in other jurisdictions, the NCSC acts as a central contact point in the 
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event of a government or nation-wide cyber security incident affecting the State. The NCSC 
received International Accreditation in 2017.

17/04/2018WRNNN01400Departmental Expenditure

17/04/2018WRNNN015001157. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department in each of the years 
from 2015 to 2017; the number of consultants engaged by his Department in those years; the 
names of the consultancy companies awarded contracts; and the steps taken to reduce expen-
diture on consultancy and the reliance on consultants by his Department in these years and for 
the future. [15189/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): My Department’s remit includes complex policy areas, oversight of State regulation and 
service provision across key strategic services such as energy, environment, climate change and 
public broadcasting, as well as regulation of sectors such as mining and hydrocarbon explora-
tion. Given the technical complexity, economic significance and community interest in these 
areas, there is a requirement to disseminate information and to address specific issues as they 
arise. My Department therefore necessarily incurs some expenditure on consultancies from 
time to time.

In procuring these services, my Department always seeks to ensure value for money and 
keeping expenditure to the minimum necessary.

Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

Tobin Consulting 
Engineers

National Litter Pol-
lution Monitoring 
System Report

€49,077 2015

Tobin Consulting 
Engineers

National Litter Pol-
lution Monitoring 
System Report

€49,077 2016

Tobin Consulting 
Engineers

National Litter Pol-
lution Monitoring 
System Report

€47,109 2017

Eunomia Research & 
Consulting Ltd.

Update of Ministe-
rial Guidelines on 
Access to Informa-
tion on the Environ-
ment

€36,975 2017

Indecon International 
Economic Consul-
tants

Review of Designat-
ed Events of Major 
Importance to Soci-
ety under the Broad-
casting Act 2009

€82,719 2015

Tekenable Review of TV Li-
cence Database and 
System Review

€36,017 2015
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Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

Indecon International 
Economic Consul-
tants

Review of the 
Impact of Opt-Out 
Advertising on the 
Irish Broadcasting 
Sector

€45,446 2016-2017

Department of Envi-
ronment – Northern 
Ireland engaged 
consultants to carry 
out a joint Republic 
of Ireland-Northern 
Ireland Study. The 
consultants were: 
Ricardo*

Payment for NSMC 
Study into household 
emissions final pay-
ment & CPD charges

€23,263 2016

Quadra Ltd Health and Safety 
Report

€5,166 2017

Fehily, Timoney & 
Company Ltd

Fehily Timoney & 
Company (FTC) 
were appointed to 
provide support 
services to Ecode-
sign and Labelling 
Market Surveillance 
(ELMS) division of 
the Department. The 
operational function 
of Market Surveil-
lance has since been 
transferred to the 
SEAI.

€35,411 2015

Fehily, Timoney & 
Company Ltd

Fehily Timoney & 
Company (FTC) 
were appointed to 
provide support 
services to Ecode-
sign and Labelling 
Market Surveillance 
(ELMS) division of 
the Department. The 
operational function 
of Market Surveil-
lance has since been 
transferred to the 
SEAI.

€10,872 2016

The Warmth & Well-
being 



Questions - Written Answers

518

Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

London School of 
Hygiene and Tropi-
cal Medicine

Scheme is a pilot ini-
tiative that will run 
for at least 3 years. 
Research work will 
proceed in parallel 
with scheme delivery 
and will completed 
after the scheme’s 
conclusion.

€14,734 2017

KPMG Study of the wider 
economic costs and 
benefits of potential 
extensions of the 
Irish Natural Gas 
Network 

€208,879 2017

AMEC Earth & 
Environmental (UK) 
Ltd

Provision of Mine 
Expert Services for 
Mine Inspections 
and Environmental 
Advice

€48,688 (2015) 3 year contract, 2012 
- 2016

Wardell Armstrong 
LLP

Provision of Mine 
Expert Services for 
Mine Inspections 
and Environmental 
Advice

€62,318 (2016 + 
2017)

3 year contract, 2016 
- 2019

SLR Consulting 
Ireland Ltd

Expert Consultancy 
Services to provide 
guidance documents 
for certain mineral 
exploration activi-
ties and their likely 
significant effect on 
the environment

€59,040 (2016 + 
2017)

2016

CDM Smith Ireland 
Ltd

Provision of Envi-
ronmental Moni-
toring Services at 
the former mining 
areas of Silvermines 
(Co Tipperary) and 
Avoca (Co Wicklow)

€286,720 (2015 + 
2016)

3 year contract, 2012 
- 2015, extended by 
1 year to 2016
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Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

CDM Smith Ireland 
Ltd

Provision of Envi-
ronmental Moni-
toring Services at 
the former mining 
areas of Silvermines 
(Co Tipperary) and 
Avoca (Co Wicklow)

€97,543 (2017) 6 month contract, 
2017

CDM Smith Ireland 
Ltd

Provision of techni-
cal, design, procure-
ment and project 
management for 
remediation works at 
the Avoca Mine Site 
via a Single Supplier 
Framework Agree-
ment.

€1,064,777 (2015, 
2016 + 2017)

3 year contract, 2013 
- 2016, extended by 
1 year to 2017

CDM Smith Ireland 
Ltd

Provision of Envi-
ronmental Moni-
toring Services at 
the former mining 
areas of Silvermines 
(Co Tipperary) and 
Avoca (Co Wicklow)

€0 to date 3 year contract, 2017 
- 2020

Priority Construction 
Ltd

Engineering and Site 
Safety Works at East 
Avoca Mines, Co. 
Wicklow (part of 
the Single Supplier 
Framework Agree-
ment above)

€1,192,229 (2016 + 
2017)

2016

Aurum Exploration 
Ltd

Engagement of a 
competent candidate 
to carry out the con-
struction of database 
templates for explo-
ration methodologies 
and populate with 
data provided

€193,367 4 month contract, 
2017

Mr Colin Andrew Provision of services 
regarding the prepa-
ration of and atten-
dance at a private 
minerals compensa-
tion hearing at the 
Mining Board

€6,857 2017
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Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

All About Trees Ltd Provision of Treat-
ment of Infestations 
of Invasive Plant 
Species at Various 
Locations at the Av-
oca Former Mining 
Area, Co Wicklow

€12,511 2017

Reidy Brophy Oil Emergency Man-
agement Programme 
Phase 1

€35,670 2015

ASM Audit of NORA 
Levy returns for 
Marine Bunkers and 
Aviation Fuels

€25,663 2016

ASM Audit of NORA 
Levy returns for 
Marine Bunkers and 
Aviation Fuels (con-
tinued)

€3,386 2017

Reidy Brophy Oil Emergency Man-
agement Programme 
Phase 2

€47,724 2017

RPS Group Ltd. To undertake a Stra-
tegic Environmental 
Assessment / Appro-
priate Assessment on 
the Draft Bioenergy 
Plan

€11,316 paid in 2015  
€46,899 paid in 2016

2015

€129,766
Element Energy Provision of consul-

tancy services to the 
Department of Com-
munications, Climate 
Action and Environ-
ment (DCCAE) for 
an economic analysis 
of the Renewable 
Heat Incentive for 
Ireland

(€116,789 paid in 
2016 and €12,977 
paid in 2017)

2016

Ernst & Young were 
contracted to provide 
a Temporary Head of 
Internal Audit Unit 
in March 2014.

 €125,009 2015= 
€89,512 2016= 
€35,497 

2014
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Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

Ernst & Young
ASM were con-
tracted to provide 
co-sourced internal 
audit services in 
2014.

 €133,5942015 = 
€65,342   2016 = 
€66,8262017 = 
€1,426

 2014

ASM Belfast
ASM were contract-
ed to provide inter-
nal audit services in 
2016.

€35,989 2017

ASM Belfast
External Assessment 
of Internal Audit 
Unit

€9,200

Crowe Horwath 2017
Doyle Kent Planning 
Partnership Ltd

Environmental 
advisory services in 
relation to NBP

€7,995 2014

Prisa Technologies 
Ltd

Technical advisory 
services in relation 
to NBP

€313,090 2013

Vilicom Engineering 
Ltd

Technical advisory 
services in relation 
to NBP

€1,317 2014

Analysys Mason Technical advisory 
services in relation 
to NBP

€2,308,676 2015

Mason Hayes & 
Curran

Legal advisory ser-
vices in relation to 
NBP

€3,799,532 2014

Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers

Economic and strate-
gic advisory services 
in relation to NBP

€1,943,514 2015

KPMG Financial and pro-
curement advisory 
services in relation 
to NBP

€4,586,059 2015

RPS Group Ltd Environmental 
advisory services in 
relation to NBP

€70,502 2016

KPMG Specialist personnel 
to support NBP

€2,020,164 2016
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Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

Deloitte Provision of tax and 
VAT advice in rela-
tion to NBP

€21,648 2016

Marsh Ireland Ltd Provision of insur-
ance advice in rela-
tion to NBP

€0 to date 2016

Here and Now Busi-
ness Intelligence

Provision of commu-
nications advisory 
services in relation 
to NBP

€13,284 2016

Achilles Procure-
ment Services

Provision of pro-
curement support 
services in relation 
to NBP

€5,166 2016

Eamonn Halpin & 
Co Ltd 

Valuation Report 
and advice on Water-
ford and Dungarvan 
Metropolitan Area 
Networks 

€9,225 2015

Analysys Mason Review of Pricing 
and Access Ar-
rangements for the 
Metropolitan Area 
Networks 

€110,700 2017

Analysys Mason Technical, Financial 
and Procurement Ad-
vice for the Galway 
Mayo Management 
Services Entity Pro-
curement Process

€59,000 2015

Analysys Mason Technical, Financial 
and Procurement Ad-
vice for the Galway 
Mayo Management 
Services Entity Pro-
curement Process

€9,000 2016

Analysys Mason Technical, Financial 
and Procurement Ad-
vice for the Galway 
Mayo Management 
Services Entity Pro-
curement Process

€5,000 2017
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Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

Analysys Mason Technical, Financial 
and Procurement Ad-
vice for the ECAS 
Procurement Process

€365,793 2015-2018

Mason Hayes & 
Curran

Legal Advice for the 
ECAS Procurement 
Process 

€266,438 2015-2018

Norcontel Financial advice 
relating to the con-
cessionaire model 
for the Metropoli-
tan Area Networks 
(MANS)

€28,228 2016

Crowleys DFK Review of the Tax 
Implications of the 
formation of the Dig-
ital Hub Company

€12,000 2015

Indecon Provision of Macro-
Economic Research 
(2016) to determine 
the characteristics 
of Ireland’s Digital 
Economy

€91,106 2015

Indecon Review of policy 
underpinning the 
NDRC Programme

€51,948 2017

Indecon Post Project Re-
view of the National 
Broadband Scheme

€70,338 2017

Change Exploratory Workshop Facilita-
tion and Report 

€1,250 2017

Abby Semple Speaker Fees – GPP 
Event

€838 2017

Mandy Johnston 
Communications

Provision of Com-
munications Advice 
in respect of Nation-
al Waste Campaign

€8,700 2017

Focus Advertising Provision of Com-
munications Advice 
in respect of Nation-
al Waste Campaign

€15,585 2017

KHSK Economic 
consultants

Study on obstacles 
which hindered the 
rollout of pay by 
weight in 2016.

€13,431 2017
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Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

DKM Economic 
Consultants

Household Waste 
Management Costs 
in Ireland

€10,762 2015

Indecon An Economic Evalu-
ation of the Geosci-
ence Sector

€66,929 2017

RPS Group Strategic Environ-
mental Assessment/
Appropriate Assess-
ment (SEA/AA) for 
Renewable Energy 
Policy Development 
Framework

€54,750 2015

UCC Energy modelling €110,700 2015
Doyle Kent Planning 
Partnership

Planning Consul-
tancy services

€28,290 2015

RPS Group Noise modelling €17,853 2016
Doyle Kent Planning 
Partnership

Planning Consul-
tancy services

€34,023 2016

UCC Energy modelling to 
underpin Ireland’s 
negotiations with the 
European Commis-
sion regarding the 
energy and climate 
framework for 2030

€70,352 2016

Cambridge Econom-
ic Policy Associates 
(CEPA)

Provision of an 
Economic Analysis 
to underpin a new 
Renewable Electric-
ity Support Scheme 
in Ireland

€191,190 2017

Denis Cagney ISEM €10,455 2017
RPS Group Noise modelling €17,872 2017
Energy Institute (Re-
public of Ireland)

Energy Research €10,000 2017

Mahon Kelly Associ-
ates Ltd

Leadership Develop-
ment Programme for 
all AP-ASEC grades

€86,469 2015

Mahon Kelly Associ-
ates Ltd

Leadership Develop-
ment Programme for 
all AP-ASEC grades

€79,581 2016
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Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

Baker Tilly Ryan 
Glennon           

Dignity at Work 
Policy Training

€9,796 2015

UCD Energy Insti-
tute**  

Consultancy to 
support work of the 
Technical Research 
and Modelling 
(TRAM) Group. 

€77,243 2017

EnvEcon Decision 
Support Ltd **

Consultancy to 
support work of the 
Technical Research 
and Modelling 
(TRAM) Group. 

€433,206 2017

Economic and Social 
Research Institute 
(ESRI)**

Consultancy to 
support work of the 
Technical Research 
and Modelling 
(TRAM) Group. 

€117,175 2016 - 2017

RPS Consulting En-
gineers Limited***

Strategic Environ-
mental Assessment 
and Natura Impact 
Statement for the 
National Mitigation 
Plan

€90,440 2015 - 2017

Aistrid Consulting 
Ltd led consortium 
including NRG Well 
Management and 
INDECS Consulting

Provision of services 
in respect of assess-
ment of Indemnity/
insurance require-
ments of Petroleum 
authorisation holders

€162,481 2017

Arthur Cox Provision of legal 
advice in respect 
of Corrib Gasfield 
Project

€398,652

Botanical, Environ-
mental & Conserva-
tion Consultants Ltd

Provision of Con-
sultancy Services in 
respect of assistance 
with statutory as-
sessment of Environ-
mental Statements 
and Natura Impact 
Statements and 
Exploration Drilling 
applications.

€102,498 2014 and 2016 (ser-
vice re-tendered)

David Fox and As-
sociates

Provision of petro-
leum engineering 
consultancy services

€218,475 2012 and 2016 (ser-
vice re-tendered)
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Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

Doyle Kent Planning 
Partnership

Provision of services 
in respect of Strate-
gic Environmental 
Assessment require-
ments

€6,150 2016

Gluyas Petroleum 
Geoscience

Provision of geosci-
ence consultancy 
service

€1,957 2015

Keane Offshore 
Integrity Ltd

Corrib Gas field 
Development Verifi-
cation Audit

€318,828 Prior to 2015

Morgan Geophysics Provision of petro-
leum geophysical 
consultancy services

€239,724 2014

Ramboll Environ 
UK

Provision of con-
sultancy services to 
monitor compliance 
of consent conditions 
for the construction 
of the Corrib gas 
pipeline

€218,824 (costs 
recouped from Shell 
E&P Ireland)

2011

Ramboll Environ 
UK

Provision of con-
sultancy services to 
monitor compliance 
of consent conditions 
for the operation 
of the Corrib gas 
pipeline

€174,757 (costs 
recouped from Shell 
E&P Ireland)

2015

Ramboll Environ 
UK

Provision of con-
sultancy services 
in respect of Corrib 
gas pipeline – gap 
analysis

€111,467

Ramboll Environ 
UK

Provision of con-
sultancy services in 
respect of conduct 
of an Irish Offshore 
Strategic Environ-
mental Assessment 
(IOSEA5)

€195,150 2013

RPS Consulting 
Engineers Ltd

Provision of environ-
mental consultancy 
services in respect of 
proposed decommis-
sioning of Kinsale 
Area gas fields

€13,415 2017
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Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

Selgovia Limited Provision of Petro-
leum Engineering 
consultancy services

€110,744 2016

Wood Mackenzie Provision of con-
sultancy services in 
respect of oil and gas 
fiscal terms

€17,845 2014

Larry Staines
To provide commu-
nications and mar-
keting services for 
the National Post-
code System

€63,468 in 2015 Prior to 2015

Philip O’Reilly To provide manage-
ment services in 
relation to Public 
Sector Bodies for the 
National Postcode 
System

€58,763 in 2015 Prior to 2015

Ervia  To Provide project 
management sup-
port for the National 
Postcode System

€201,424 in 2015 Prior to 2015

Gemserv Limited To provide an in-
terim privacy impact 
assessment on the 
implementation of 
the National Post-
code System

€12,759 in 2015 Prior to 2015

PA Consulting To provide technical 
advice and support 
services to assist the 
Department in the 
implementation of 
the National Post-
code System

€80,867 in 2015 Prior to 2015

Philip O’Reilly 
To provide manage-
ment services in 
relation to Public 
Sector Bodies and 
the National Post-
code System

€31,365 in 2016 Prior to 2015
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Consultancy expenditure 2015 – 2017
Name of consultants Details of Work un-

dertaken
Cost (including VAT) Year Consultants 

engaged (2015, 2016 
or 2017)

Ervia To provide project 
management sup-
port for the National 
Postcode System

€45,559 in 2016 Prior to 2015

PA Consulting To provide technical 
advice and support 
services to assist the 
Department in the 
implementation of 
the National Post-
code System

€40,551 in 2016 Prior to 2015

PA Consulting To provide technical 
advice and support 
services to assist the 
Department in the 
implementation of 
the National Post-
code System

€5,436 in 2017 Prior to 2015

Philip O’Reilly To provide manage-
ment services in 
relation to Public 
Sector Bodies and 
the National Post-
code System

€12,915 in 2017 Prior to 2015

*This consultancy was commissioned by Department of Ireland Northern Ireland, but costs 
were shared with DECLG. Part of the amount falling to the South was paid by the DECLG, 
the remainder (which is what is stated in the attached) is what was paid by DCCAE after the 
reconfiguration of Departments.

** Technical support for the development and management of key operational elements in 
the national climate and energy policy process is provided by the Technical Research and Mod-
elling Group (TRAM). TRAM has assisted the Government in developing the NMP. TRAM 
research is paid for from the Subhead F7 of the DCCAE Vote and in 2017 €1.75m was allocated 
for this work.

*** This cost (€90,442 including VAT) was co-funded, on an equal share basis, by the De-
partment of Transport, Tourism and Sport; the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine; 
the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government; and the Department of 
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, as they were known in 2015 when engaging 
the RPS Consultants for this work.

17/04/2018WRNNN01700Illegal Dumping

17/04/2018WRNNN018001158. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment the amount allocated to Cork County Council for clean-up 
projects to tackle illegal dumping in each of the years from 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15260/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN019001159. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment the number of bogus waste collectors prosecuted, by local 
authority area, in each of the years from 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15261/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN020001160. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment the number of prosecutions and convictions, respectively, for 
illegal dumping and on the spot fines in County Cork since 2012, by local area district; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15262/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1158 to 1160, inclusive, together.

Enforcement actions against illegal waste activity are a matter for the Local Authorities and 
the Office of Environmental Enforcement (OEE) within the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and my Department does not compile statistics in relation to prosecutions taken or fines 
imposed. Information is available through the Local Government Management Agency’s series 
of service indicators annual reports available from the publications section of the LGMA’s 
website http://www.lgma.ie/en/publication-category/service-indicator-reports-2004-2010 and 
the enforcement section of the EPA’s website http://www.epa.ie/enforcement/prosecute/.

Illegal dumping is first and foremost a matter of individual responsibility and compliance 
with the law.  While enforcement action in this area is a matter in the first instance for local 
authorities, the Department encourages a multi-facetted approach to tackling the problem, in-
corporating enforcement, public awareness and education and, as such, my Department pro-
vides funding to support the activities of the Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authorities 
(WERLAs) of approximately €1 million per annum and of the network of local authority waste 
enforcement officers of approximately €7.4 million per annum.  Cork County Council receives 
a grant of €455,000 in this regard.

In addition, my Department has developed an Anti-Dumping Initiative to work in partner-
ship with local authorities and community organisations in identifying high risk or problem 
areas, developing appropriate enforcement responses and carrying out clean-up operations. I 
secured funding of €1.26 million for the 2017 Anti-Dumping Initiative which supported over 
200 projects across the country. Cork County Council received an allocation of €40,229 under 
this initiative. This year, I am increasing the allocation to €2 million to build on the momentum 
that has now been created and to provide for an increased focus on identifying and prosecuting 
illegal dumpers. 

17/04/2018WRNNN02400Law Reform Commission

17/04/2018WRNNN025001161. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of pieces of legislation enacted and published by his Department 
which originated in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten 
years, in tabular form; the details of each piece of legislation in the corresponding year; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15343/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): There were five Acts relevant to this Department that the Law Reform Commis-
sion reviewed and subsequently published revised versions on their website. Details of those 
Acts are outlined in the following table.
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These revised acts by the Law Reform Commission are an administrative consolidation of 
the Acts.

The Law Reform Commission (LRC) is an independent body established under the Law 
Reform Commission Act 1975. It is a function of the LRC under that Act to keep the law under 
review and to undertake revision and consolidation of statute law. It is a matter for the LRC as 
to which Acts it undertakes to revise. The LRC have revised circa 300 Acts across Departments 
to date. All revised Acts including the five Acts referred to are all available on the LRC website 
at the following link - http://revisedacts.lawreform.ie/revacts/intro

The number of pieces of legislation both enacted and published by DCCAE which origi-
nated in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission from 2008 to date
Title of legislation Description of legislation Year (2008 to date)
National Oil Reserves 
Agency Act 2007

AN ACT TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE TRANSFER OF 
THE SHARE HELD BY 
THE IRISH NATIONAL 
PETROLEUM CORPO-
RATION LIMITED IN 
THE NATIONAL OIL 
RESERVES AGENCY 
LIMITED TO THE MINIS-
TER FOR COMMUNICA-
TIONS, MARINE AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES; 
TO CONTINUE IN EXIS-
TENCE THE NATIONAL 
OIL RESERVES AGENCY 
LIMITED AS AN GH-
NÍOMHAIREACHT CHÚL-
TACA OLA NÁISIÚNTA 
OR THE NATIONAL OIL 
RESERVES AGENCY; TO 
DEFINE ITS FUNCTIONS, 
INCLUDING THOSE 
RELATING TO OIL 
STOCKHOLDING OBLI-
GATIONS; TO IMPOSE 
A LEVY ON RELEVANT 
DISPOSALS OF PETRO-
LEUM PRODUCTS; TO 
AMEND THE IRISH 
NATIONAL PETROLEUM 
CORPORATION LIM-
ITED ACT 2001; AND TO 
PROVIDE FOR RELATED 
MATTERS.

Enacted 13 March 2007Re-
vised by LRC up to 1st 
January 2017
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The number of pieces of legislation both enacted and published by DCCAE which origi-
nated in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission from 2008 to date
Title of legislation Description of legislation Year (2008 to date)
Electricity Regulation Act 
1999

AN ACT TO ENABLE EF-
FECT TO BE GIVEN TO 
DIRECTIVE NO. 96/92/EC 
OF THE EUROPEAN PAR-
LIAMENT AND OF THE 
COUNCIL OF 19 DECEM-
BER 1996, TO ESTABLISH 
A BODY KNOWN AS AN 
COIMISIÚN UM RIALÁIL 
LEICTREACHAIS OR 
IN THE ENGLISH LAN-
GUAGE THE COMMIS-
SION FOR ELECTRICITY 
REGULATION, TO GIVE 
POWER TO THAT COM-
MISSION TO GRANT 
LICENCES TO GENER-
ATE AND SUPPLY ELEC-
TRICITY AND TO GRANT 
AUTHORISATIONS TO 
CONSTRUCT GENER-
ATING STATIONS, TO 
PROVIDE FOR ACCESS 
TO THE TRANSMISSION 
OR DISTRIBUTION SYS-
TEM BY HOLDERS OF 
LICENCES, HOLDERS OF 
AUTHORISATIONS OR 
BY ELIGIBLE CUSTOM-
ERS, TO AMEND AND 
REPEAL CERTAIN PRO-
VISIONS OF THE ELEC-
TRICITY (SUPPLY) ACT, 
1927 AND TO PROVIDE 
FOR RELATED MAT-
TERS.

Enacted 11 July 1999Re-
vised by LRC up to 3rd 
January 2018
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The number of pieces of legislation both enacted and published by DCCAE which origi-
nated in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission from 2008 to date
Title of legislation Description of legislation Year (2008 to date)
Energy (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act 2006

AN ACT TO AMEND 
THE LAW RELATING TO 
ELECTRICITY AND THE 
REGULATION OF THE 
ELECTRICITY INDUSTRY 
AND THE NATURAL GAS 
INDUSTRY, TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE ISSUE OF CAPI-
TAL STOCK IN BORD 
GÁIS ÉIREANN, TO PRO-
VIDE FOR THE AMEND-
MENT OF THE TURF DE-
VELOPMENT ACT 1998, 
TO MAKE PROVISION AS 
RESPECTS THE EFFECT 
OF CERTAIN AMEND-
MENTS OF THE PLAN-
NING AND DEVELOP-
MENT ACT 2000 MADE 
BY THE PLANNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT 
(STRATEGIC INFRA-
STRUC-TURE) ACT 2006, 
TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
TREATMENT OF LANDS 
AFFECTED BY MINES 
AND FORMER MINES BY 
THE REHABILITATION 
OF SUCH LANDS AND 
FOR THE COMPULSORY 
ACQUISITION OF LANDS 
FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
SUCH REHABILITATION 
AND TO PROVIDE FOR 
RELATED MATTERS

Enacted 24th Dec 2006 Re-
vised by LRC up to 26 July 
2017
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The number of pieces of legislation both enacted and published by DCCAE which origi-
nated in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission from 2008 to date
Title of legislation Description of legislation Year (2008 to date)
Energy (Biofuel Obligation 
and Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act 2010

AN ACT TO FURTHER PRO-
MOTE THE USE OF BIOFUEL 
IN THE STATE AND FOR THAT 
PURPOSE TO PROVIDE FOR 
THE INCREASED SUPPLY OF 
BIOFUEL IN THE STATE BY 
MEANS OF A BIOFUEL OB-
LIGATION REQUIRING THAT 
A SPECIFIED AMOUNT OF 
ROAD TRANSPORT FUEL IS 
BIOFUEL; TO IMPOSE A LEVY 
ON RELEVANT DISPOSALS OF 
BIOFUEL; TO CONFER ADDI-
TIONAL FUNCTIONS ON THE 
NATIONAL OIL RESERVES 
AGENCY TO ADMINISTER 
THE BIOFUEL OBLIGATION; 
TO GIVE EFFECT TO CERTAIN 
PROVISIONS OF DIRECTIVE 
2009/28/EC OF THE EURO-
PEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF 
THE COUNCIL OF 23 APRIL 
2009 ON THE PROMOTION 
OF THE USE OF ENERGY 
FROM RENEWABLE SOURCES 
AND AMENDING AND SUB-
SEQUENTLY REPEALING 
DIRECTIVES 2001/77/EC AND 
2003/30/EC; FOR THOSE AND 
OTHER PURPOSES TO AMEND 
AND EXTEND THE NATIONAL 
OIL RESERVES AGENCY ACT 
2007 ; TO AMEND THE FUELS 
(CONTROL OF SUPPLIES) ACT 
1971, THE FUELS (CONTROL 
OF SUPPLIES) ACT 1982, THE 
ELECTRICITY REGULATION 
ACT 1999 AND THE ENERGY 
(MISCELLANEOUS PROVI-
SIONS) ACT 2006 AND TO 
PROVIDE FOR RELATED MAT-
TERS.

Enacted 9th June 2010Re-
vised by LRC up to 30th 
June 2016
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The number of pieces of legislation both enacted and published by DCCAE which origi-
nated in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission from 2008 to date
Title of legislation Description of legislation Year (2008 to date)
Energy (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act 2012

AN ACT TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE PENSION EN-
TITLEMENTS OF EM-
PLOYEES OF BORD GÁIS 
ÉIREANN WHO TRANS-
FER TO GASLINK AND 
OF EMPLOYEES OF THE 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY 
BOARD WHO TRANSFER 
TO EIRGRID PLC AND 
ESB NETWORKS LTD., 
TO AMEND THE ENERGY 
(MISCELLANEOUS PRO-
VISIONS) ACT 1995 AND 
THE ELECTRICITY REG-
ULATION ACT 1999, TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE PRO-
MOTION OF ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY, TO REPEAL 
CERTAIN PROVISIONS 
OF ACTS RELATING TO 
GAS OR ELECTRICITY 
AND TO PROVIDE FOR 
RELATED MATTERS.

Enacted 25th Feb 2012Re-
vised by LRC up to 4th Feb 
2015

17/04/2018WRNNN02700Natural Gas Grid

17/04/2018WRNNN028001162. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to extend the natural gas pipeline to Dungarvan, County Waterford; if 
there are no plans the reason therefor; and the towns next in line for connection. [15395/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN02900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The factual position in relation to the routing of gas pipelines or the connection of 
towns to the gas pipeline network is the following. These are matters for Gas Networks Ireland, 
a commercial State-sponsored body under the aegis of the Minister for Housing, Planning and 
Local Government, and the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU), the statutorily inde-
pendent energy regulator, which conducts consultations on its regulatory decisions.

In relation to bringing gas supply to any new town, I am informed that such towns are evalu-
ated in accordance with the criteria in the Connections Policy as approved and published by the 
CRU. This means that the cost-benefit for the connection needs to be positive i.e. the expected 
revenues over a period of time must exceed the projected costs for the project to be viable. 
The Connections Policy appraises both domestic and industrial/commercial demand, and so 
proximity to a major pipeline and a large industrial/commercial gas load tend to be the most 
significant factors in town appraisals. 

I am further informed that the last assessment of this region concluded that it is not econom-
ically viable to connect Dungarvan. However, this outcome may change in the future depending 
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on the emergence of significant new demand for gas connections in the locality.

To address a question as to whether network extensions, where economically feasible and 
in line with our energy policy, could contribute to regional and rural development, I have com-
missioned a study on the wider costs and benefits of gas network extensions, to include pos-
sible climate and decarbonisation aspects, as well as regional and rural development benefits. 
Independent consultants were appointed last October, and I expect that they will complete their 
work shortly.

17/04/2018WRNNN03000Departmental Meetings

17/04/2018WRNNN031001163. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will report on the meeting with officials of his Department and Eir-
Grid to discuss the proposal by the company to commence work on an electricity substation at 
Coolnabacca, County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15461/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN032001191. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the action he plans to take to address issues highlighted on 18 January 2018 by 
a group (details supplied) in relation to EirGrid’s governance and behaviour and the Laois-
Kilkenny reinforcement project. [16145/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1163 and 1191 together.

At the meeting referred to which I attended with officials along with my colleague, the 
Minister for Justice and Equality, the Ratheniska, Timahoe, Spink and Surrounding Areas Sub-
station Action Group outlined aspects of the project with which they were dissatisfied. These 
aspects covered issues of concern from the origins of the project in 2009 to the present day. I 
listened carefully to the many views expressed and I undertook to further consider the issues 
raised.

The Laois-Kilkenny electricity project is to improve the security of electricity supply across 
counties Kilkenny, Carlow, Kildare and Laois. It is a €110 million investment in the area de-
signed to ensure that the electricity network can meet the present and future needs of all users, 
from homes to farms and small businesses to industrial customers. The project was granted 
planning permission in 2014 by An Bord Pleanála. That decision was subject to Judicial Review 
proceedings which were dismissed in January 2015.

Since the meeting my officials have engaged with EirGrid and other parties in an effort to 
explore the issues raised. I am now examining the report that has been completed and I will be 
happy to brief the Deputies in due course.

17/04/2018WRNNN03400Recycling Policy

17/04/2018WRNNN035001164. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his plans to introduce a recycling deposit scheme for plastic containers 
following the example of the UK and EU member states; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15466/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN036001165. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to introduce a deposit return scheme for plastic, drinks and bottle cans 
similar to the one recently announced in the United Kingdom; and if he will make a statement 



Questions - Written Answers

536

on the matter. [15538/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1164 and 1165 together.  

In July 2014, the then Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government 
published a Review of the Producer Responsibility Initiative model in Ireland.  As part of this 
review, a wider examination of issues within the packaging sphere (which included plastic con-
tainers) was undertaken and consideration was given to the introduction of a deposit and refund 
scheme.

The review report did not recommend the introduction of a deposit and refund scheme and 
concluded that to establish such a scheme was inappropriate, in view of the operation of the 
existing successful packaging scheme (operated by Repak).  It also pointed to current policies 
concerning household waste collection and the high administrative costs of introducing such a 
system.

Notwithstanding this, on foot of a Private Members Bill tabled by Deputy Ryan recently, I 
have asked the Joint Committee on Communications, Climate Action and Environment to look 
at the implementation issues, the likely costs and the effectiveness of a proposed deposit and 
refund scheme in Ireland. I am awaiting the outcome of this before taking any further action.

17/04/2018WRNNN03900Environmental Policy

17/04/2018WRNNN040001166. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the discussions his Department has had in respect of an EU plastics tax; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15539/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN041001173. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the actions being taken to examine the phasing out of non-compostable disposable 
cups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15547/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN042001181. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his plans to introduce legislation to ensure that all food containers are recyclable 
rather than plastic; if discussions have taken place with industry representatives; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15807/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN043001188. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the options available to him to prevent the sale of goods which use packaging that 
cannot currently be recycled here. [16096/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1166, 1173, 1181 and 1188 together. 

My Department has not held any discussions with the Commission in relation to a European 
level plastics tax. While I am aware that the Budget Commissioner has commented on a variety 
of options in the context of future EU budgets, there have been no specific proposals made to 
Council. 

Discussions between my Department and the EU in relation to actions on plastics have been 
in the context of the European Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy which the Commis-
sion published on 16 January 2018. The strategy is built around 4 key actions: 

- Improving the economics and quality of plastics recycling 
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- Curbing plastic waste and littering 

- Driving innovation and investment towards circular solutions and 

- Harnessing Global Action.

The strategy focuses on plastics production and use and sets a goal of ensuring all plas-
tic packaging is recyclable by 2030.  The strategy lists future EU measures and recommends 
measures to national authorities and industry for the attainment of its goals. I am committed 
to full engagement with this Strategy and indeed expressed my commitment to Commissioner 
Karmenu Vella in a personal letter last February.

Non-compostable disposable cups food containers are classed as packaging for the purposes 
of the EU Packaging Directive.  This Directive prohibits Member States from impeding the 
placing on the market of any packaging (including that which cannot be recycled here) which 
satisfies the provisions of the Directive.  Notwithstanding this, in my letter to EU Commis-
sioner Vella, in the context of the EU plastic strategy, I urged the EU to take collective action 
and to consider the banning of single use plastics, such as coffee cups and cutlery.

Meetings have taken place with stakeholders including IBEC and packaging producers to 
discuss the Strategy and other issues in relation to plastic packaging.

17/04/2018WRNNN04500Waste Management

17/04/2018WRNNN046001167. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to amend legislation pursuant to section 14 of the Waste Management 
Act 1996, and specifically under article 11 of Waste Management Regulations 2007 and as 
amended in 2008, to allow for increased capacity of importation of all soil and stones to a maxi-
mum tonnage of 500,000 in order that private operators already in possession of a certificate of 
registration from their local authority do not need to go to the expense of applying to the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency to increase their intake if the facility already has the capacity; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15541/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN04700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Waste Management (Facility Permit and Registration) Regulations 2007, S.I. 
821 of 2007 set out waste activities which may be authorised under a waste facility permit or 
certificate of registration as opposed to being authorised under a waste licence. Different thresh-
olds (above which a licence is required) apply to different waste activities, depending on the 
nature of the waste activity concerned.

The Regional Waste Management Offices published a report on construction and demoli-
tion waste (soil and stone) recovery and disposal capacity in December 2016. The report made 
a number of recommendations, including that consideration should be given to increasing the 
maximum tonnage of soil and stone which could be recovered at a facility authorised under a 
waste facility permit (currently set at 100,000 tonnes over the lifetime of the facility for that 
particular waste activity). 

My Department circulated a consultation paper in December 2017 to seek the views of 
stakeholders on the thresholds set in the Waste Management (Facility Permit and Registration) 
Regulations 2007, S.I. 821 of 2007 for the recovery of soil and stone. The submissions received 
are currently under consideration.
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17/04/2018WRNNN04800Waste Management

17/04/2018WRNNN049001168. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if Ireland is achieving EU targets in respect of end of waste for recycled aggre-
gates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15542/18]

17/04/2018WRNNN05000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Environmental Protection Agency exercises an independent statutory function 
in relation to ‘end of waste’ in accordance with Article 28 of the European Communities (Waste 
Directive) Regulations 2011, S.I 126 of 2011. Where criteria have not been set at EU level as 
referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 6 of the Waste Directive, the Agency may decide 
case by case whether certain waste has ceased to be waste in accordance with the criteria set out 
in Article 28(1) of S.I 126 of 2011, taking into account the applicable case law. Accordingly, 
queries on end of waste should be directed to the Agency.

The Environmental Protection Agency compiles and publishes statistics on waste, including 
in relation to EU waste targets which are available to download at http://www.epa.ie/national-
wastestatistics/targets/

17/04/2018WROOO00200Television Licence Fee Collection

17/04/2018WROOO003001169. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of persons who have evaded paying their television licence between 
2015 and 2017 and to date in 2018; his plans to tackle this problem; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15543/18]

17/04/2018WROOO00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In estimating the national evasion rate, my Department takes into account a range 
of factors including the overall number of occupied houses and liable businesses, the levels of 
vacant units and the estimated television penetration rate, that is to say the estimated number 
of homes possessing a television set. Based on currently available information, my Department 
estimates that the current level of evasion is 14.6%. This equates to a loss of €40m per annum 
to public service broadcasting.

To address this issue, my Department has been working with An Post and RTÉ on an on-
going basis to ensure that the TV licence collection system is working as effectively as possible. 
Measures such as marketing campaigns, more evening and weekend inspection and appoint-
ment of additional temporary inspectors are just some of the initiatives that have been utilised 
to enhance sales and improve compliance rates.

While these measures are important steps, I believe that the current system needs to be 
reformed. As the Deputy will be aware, I obtained Government approval last year to draft a 
number of legislative amendments to the Broadcasting Act 2009, including amendments for the 
tendering of TV Licence fee collection. The proposed amendments were considered under Pre-
Legislative Scrutiny by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Climate Action & 
Environment and I received their report on 8 March. My officials are considering the contents 
of this report and it is also being considered by Parliamentary Counsel in the drafting process.

17/04/2018WROOO00500Renewable Energy Generation Targets

17/04/2018WROOO006001170. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment the actions he is taking to advance the development of solar energy here; the 
amount of solar power he anticipates will be generated here in each of the years 2018 to 2022; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15544/18]

17/04/2018WROOO00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Energy White Paper presents a long-term strategic vision that is intended to 
guide the direction of Irish energy policy from now until 2030. It identifies the long-term strate-
gic importance of diversifying Ireland’s energy generation portfolio and largely decarbonising 
the energy sector by 2050.  It does not set out targets for specific renewable technologies; rather 
it provides a framework to guide policy between now and 2030.

Increasing renewable technology diversity is one of several policy objectives of my De-
partment. Current financial supports for renewable electricity projects in Ireland are largely 
provided via the Renewable Electricity Feed-In-Tariff (REFIT) schemes, which support renew-
able electricity generated and exported onto the national grid. To date, onshore wind has been 
the largest driver of growth in renewable electricity. My Department is currently developing 
a proposed new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) which will be designed to as-
sist Ireland in meeting its renewable energy contributions out to 2030. The design of the new 
scheme has included an extensive independent economic appraisal which compared the cost of 
supporting a range of commercial renewable technologies including Solar PV at various scales 
to ensure that the new scheme delivers value for money for energy users whilst also delivering 
on the energy pillars of sustainability and security of supply. 

While at this point no final decisions have been made as regards which technologies will be 
supported, I welcome and have noted with interest the falling costs of renewable technologies, 
including solar PV and offshore wind over the past number of years, not only compared with 
other renewables but also with conventional forms of generation. Furthermore, a recent report 
by the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA 2017) forecasts that solar PV costs will 
continue to fall by a further 50% out to 2020.

Ireland’s renewable energy portfolio post-2020 will have regard to our obligations and 
member state contributions that may be agreed as part of an EU-wide renewables target under 
the new Renewable Energy Directive, that is currently being negotiated under the Clean Energy 
Package. 

As set out in the National Mitigation Plan, a very significant increase in effort is required to 
realise the potential of the residential sector to contribute to the low carbon transition. Already, 
solar PV is supported (for farms, businesses and homes) by my Department through the SEAI’s 
Better Energy  Communities Scheme and the Deep Retrofit Pilot. 

17/04/2018WROOO00800Renewable Energy Generation Targets

17/04/2018WROOO009001171. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the action he is taking to advance the development of wave energy here; the 
amount of wave power he anticipates will be generated here in each of the years 2018 to 2022; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15545/18]

17/04/2018WROOO01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Ocean energy can play a critical role in helping Ireland meet its medium to long 
term energy targets.

The 2014 Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (OREDP) sets out the Govern-
ment’s policy for the sustainable development of our abundant offshore renewable energy re-
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sources.  Ireland has a sea area of 900,000 square kilometres, 10 times its landmass, and some 
of the best offshore renewable energy resources in the world. The Strategic Environmental As-
sessment that underpinned the OREDP found that 4,500 MW of offshore wind and 1,500 MW 
of wave and tidal generation could be sustainably developed in Irish waters in the period to 
2030. An interim review of the OREDP was commenced in 2017 and will be published shortly 
on my Department’s website (www.dccae.gov.ie).

In contrast to offshore wind, wave energy is still at the R&D stage globally.  Notwithstand-
ing the development of promising experimental devices, much more research, development and 
trials are required to bring wave energy technology to commercial viability.   

Under the OREDP, Exchequer support for research, development and demonstration of 
ocean renewable energy (ORE) technology has been increased. Between 2014 and 2017 capital 
funding of €17.7 million was allocated by my Department for research and development of 
ORE technology. A further €4.5 million has been allocated by my Department in 2018.

This funding supports Ireland’s commitment to world class test facilities including the Lir 
National Ocean Test Facility in Cork, the quarter scale Galway Bay test site and the full-scale 
Atlantic Marine Energy Test Site (AMETS), off the coast of Mayo.  It also supports the Proto-
type Development Fund, which is operated by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, and 
provides grant aid to support developers in bringing their ocean energy devices from prototype 
to full-scale commercial viability. Within the R & D funding allocation for ocean technologies 
provided by my Department since 2009, €14 million has been awarded through the Prototype 
Development Fund and over 100 projects have been supported.

17/04/2018WROOO01100Renewable Energy Generation Targets

17/04/2018WROOO012001172. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the estimated level of fines that Ireland will face by missing the 2020 renewable 
energy targets; the short-term and immediate actions he is taking to avoid or reduce these fines; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15546/18]

17/04/2018WROOO01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The EU Renewable Energy Directive 2009/28/EC set Ireland a legally binding target of 
meeting 16% of our energy demand from renewable sources by 2020. While good progress has 
been made to date, with the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) advising that 9.5% 
of Ireland’s overall energy requirements in 2016 were met from renewable sources, meeting the 
16% target remains challenging. The SEAI’s most recent assessment is that Ireland will achieve 
between 13.2% and 15.4% of its 16% renewable energy target by 2020, indicating that Ireland 
should be between 82% to 96% towards its target.

The Renewable Energy Directive provides a comprehensive framework for Member States 
to work towards achieving individual and EU renewable energy targets, including mechanisms 
for countries to work together such as statistical transfers, which allow Member States to meet 
their targets by purchasing credits from Member States that overachieve on their renewable 
targets.

In the absence of an established market mechanism, estimates of the cost of using instru-
ments such as statistical transfers are necessarily tentative. Work undertaken by the SEAI in 
2016 indicated that the cost to Ireland of not meeting our overall renewable energy targets may 
be in the range of €65 million to €130 million for each percentage point Ireland falls short of 
the overall 16% renewable energy target.  Present indications – based on trades agreed by Lux-
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embourg late last year - are that the costs per percentage point for statistical transfers could be 
below the lower end of the range suggested by SEAI.

While the focus of my Department remains firmly on meeting our 2020 target and on im-
plementation of renewable energy measures, including a new Renewable Electricity Support 
Scheme (RESS) and a new Support Scheme for Renewal Heat (SSRH), contingency planning 
has commenced to explore the potential extent, mechanisms and cost of addressing our target 
within the framework of the Directive.

Any requirement for statistical transfers to meet compliance would be undertaken against a 
background of discussions by the Irish authorities with the EU Commission and relevant Mem-
ber States. As any purchases arising would be made over a period, the costs to the Exchequer of 
acquiring statistical transfers to meet any potential shortfall would likely be spread over several 
years and the cumulative costs would not be known until 2021, the deadline for completion of 
all purchases. 

Question No. 1173 answered with Question No. 1166.

17/04/2018WROOO01500National Broadband Plan Implementation

17/04/2018WROOO016001174. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to address problems with broadband provision in the Dublin mountains; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15548/18]

17/04/2018WROOO01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed 
broadband access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of 
location.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. Today, 
almost 7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband. 
Since this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high 
speed broadband. This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection. This is being 
achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.

In April 2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie.  This map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide 
high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area 
under the National Broadband Plan (NBP). 

The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/eircode:  

-   The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.  

-   The BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently deliver-
ing or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

-    The LIGHT BLUE areas represent eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to rollout 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises by the end of this year as part of a Commitment 
Agreement signed with me in April.

Premises in the Dublin mountain area fall into all of these categories. Individuals can them-
selves check whether their premises are in an AMBER, BLUE or LIGHT BLUE area by ac-
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cessing the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their eircode at www.broadband.gov.ie.

My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area. That procurement process 
is now in its final stages. When the procurement process reaches a satisfactory conclusion for 
Government, a contract will be awarded and the network rollout will commence and will in-
clude AMBER premises in the Dublin mountains.

In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis. eir has com-
mitted to completing the rollout by the end of this year.  Information on eir’s planned rural 
deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/. A copy of the Commitment 
Agreement is available on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie.    

Quarterly updates on eir’s rural deployment are published on this website. eir has passed 
a total of 121,000 premises as of December 2017, including areas such as Blessington, Poula-
phouca, Kilbride, Hempstown and Raheen, with other areas to follow.

Prior to the rollout of the State led intervention network, practical initiatives will continue 
to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address ob-
stacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone and broadband 
services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.  There 
is a link to a list of these local Broadband Officers on my Department’s website.

17/04/2018WROOO01800Waste Management Regulations

17/04/2018WROOO019001175. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when he plans to update legislation that takes into account recyclable plastics as 
a usable product and not a waste product; and if he will issue orders on a case-by-case basis to 
acknowledge current market practices by companies seeking to reduce and adapt waste prac-
tices across the country. [15655/18]

17/04/2018WROOO02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Environmental Protection Agency already exercises an independent statutory 
function in relation to ‘end of waste’ in accordance with Article 28  of the European Communi-
ties (Waste Directive) Regulations 2011, S.I 126 of 2011.

Where criteria have not been set at EU level as referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 
6 of the Waste Directive, the Agency may decide case by case whether certain waste, including 
plastic waste, has ceased to be waste in accordance with the criteria set out in Article 28(1) of 
S.I 126 of 2011, taking into account the applicable case law.

17/04/2018WROOO02100Warmer Homes Scheme Data

17/04/2018WROOO022001176. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of households that have availed of the warmer homes scheme in each 
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of the years since its existence. [15712/18]

17/04/2018WROOO023001177. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if perons who have already benefitted from the warmer homes scheme can apply 
again for the additional benefits further to his recent announcement regarding improvements 
under the scheme. [15713/18]

17/04/2018WROOO02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1176 and 1177 together.

The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is administered by the Sustainable Energy Au-
thority of Ireland (SEAI) on behalf of my Department. The Scheme delivers a range of energy 
efficiency measures free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty, who 
meet the defined eligibility criteria.  

I recently announced that the standard measures available under the scheme are being ex-
panded in 2018. This expansion relates to the types of wall insulation being offered, to include 
dry lining and external insulation where cavity wall insulation is not appropriate. This will in-
crease the number of properties that can get their walls insulated under the scheme and reduce 
the number of people whose applications are cancelled because their walls are not suitable for 
cavity wall insulation. 

Replacement windows may be offered in limited circumstances, most likely where external 
wall insulation is being carried out and the existing windows are very poor performing and need 
to be replaced to ensure the insulation performs effectively.

Heating measures will continue to be offered to high priority homes, for example homes 
with no central heating systems in place. As part of the measures offered, I have asked the SEAI 
to start introducing renewable heating options on a phased basis, where deemed suitable for the 
property and homeowner. This change is likely to be introduced from late 2018 at the earliest.

The changes will be introduced over the next two months and updates will be provided on 
SEAI’s website shortly; until then, current rules and eligibility criteria continue to apply.

SEAI currently operate a ‘one home one visit’ rule in order to ensure that as many eligible 
homes as possible receive an upgrade. This still stands for 2018. However, revisits will be pos-
sible later in 2019. This will mean that people who only had their attic insulated previously 
could become eligible for wall insulation. 

Since 2000, 134,883 homes have been upgraded under the scheme. A full breakdown of 
homes upgraded each year is provided in the following table.

Year Number of homes
2000 1,430
2001 1,500
2002 1,600
2003 1,768
2004 1,947
2005 1,813
2006 2,102
2007 3,378
2008 5,343
2009 16,240
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Year Number of homes
2010 24,291
2011 20,388
2012 12,175
2013 9,803
2014 9,056
2015 6,867
2016 6,743
2017 6,555
2018 1,833*
* At end March 2018

Further information can be found on the SEAI’s website: https://www.seai.ie/grants/home-
grants/warmer-homes-scheme/.

17/04/2018WROOO02600Renewable Energy Generation

17/04/2018WROOO027001178. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the level of energy being produced each day from renewable sources; 
his targets for wind and solar generated power by 2025; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15756/18]

17/04/2018WROOO02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Energy White Paper presents a long-term strategic vision that is intended to 
guide the direction of Irish energy policy from now until 2030. It identifies the long-term strate-
gic importance of diversifying Ireland’s energy generation portfolio and largely decarbonising 
the energy sector by 2050.  It does not set out targets for specific renewable technologies; rather 
it provides a framework to guide policy between now and 2030.

Increasing renewable technology diversity is one of several policy objectives of my Depart-
ment. Current financial supports for renewable electricity projects in Ireland are largely pro-
vided via the Renewable Electricity Feed-In-Tariff (REFIT) schemes, which support renewable 
electricity generated and exported onto the national grid. To date, onshore wind has been the 
largest driver of growth in renewable energy electricity.  My Department is currently develop-
ing a proposed new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) which will be designed to 
assist Ireland in meeting its renewable energy contributions out to 2030. While at this point no 
final decisions have been made as regards which technologies will be supported, I welcome and 
have noted with interest the falling costs of renewable technologies over the past year, such as 
offshore wind and solar PV.  

In addition, Ireland’s renewable energy portfolio post-2020 will have regard to our obliga-
tions and member state contribution that may be agreed as part of an EU-wide renewables tar-
get under the new Renewable Energy Directive, that is currently being negotiated under the 
Clean Energy Package. 

Details in relation to electricity system demand and fuel mix are publicly available on the 
EirGrid website at http://www.eirgridgroup.com/. 

The following table provides a breakdown of 2016 generation for all technologies on a per-
centage basis.  
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Generation Technology Proportions of electricity generated (%) 
(2016) 

Oil 1.0%
Peat 7.7%
Coal 15.6%
Natural Gas 50.6%
Wind (normalised) 20.4%(22.3%)
Hydro(normalised) 2.3%(2.5%)
Other Renewables & Wastes 2.5%
Total 100%

17/04/2018WROOO02900Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge

17/04/2018WROOO030001179. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son na 
hAeráide agus Comhshaoil cé na céimeanna atá glactha aige lena chinntiú go mbeidh Raidió 
Rí-Rá ar fáil d’aos óg iomlán na tíre ar a chuid tonnta féin chomh maith le bheith ar fáil ar an 
idirlíon chun go gcomhlíonfar an gealltanas sa Straitéis Fiche Bliain don Ghaeilge maidir le 
stáisiún raidió Gaeilge dá gcuid féin a bheith ag aos óg na tíre [15795/18]

17/04/2018WROOO03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In 2017, bhuail mé leis an lucht bainistíochta sa stáisiún Raidió Rí-Rá agus sheol 
mé an aip nua don stáisiún, uirlis a thugann deis do dhaoine ar fud an domhain éisteacht lena 
gcuid clár. Bhí deis againn ag an am sin plé a dhéanamh ar obair an stáisiúin go dtí seo, agus ar 
na pleananna atá acu don am atá le teacht.

Faoin Acht Craolacháin, 2009, déantar foráil do chreat reachtúil le haghaidh seirbhísí  
craolacháin agus ilphléacs a cheadúnú agus a rialáil. Bunaíodh an tÚdarás Craolacháin na hÉ-
ireann (ÚCÉ) leis an Acht sin mar chomhlacht reachtúil neamhspleách chun ábhair i ngach 
seirbhís chraolacháin in Éirinn a rialáil.

Tá an ÚCÉ freagrach as seirbhísí neamhspleách um chraoladh raidió a cheadúnú, agus leag-
tar amach i gCuid 6 den Acht Craolacháin, 2009 an sásra trína gcuirfear an próiseas ceadúnaithe 
ar fáil mar a bhaineann sé le seirbhísí raidió tráchtála, pobail, sealadacha agus insitiúideacha. 
Níl feidhm agam maidir le seirbhísí craolacháin a cheadúnú.

Tá athbhreithniú á dhéanamh ag an ÚCÉ ar a Straitéis um Sheirbhísí Craolacháin faoi 
láthair. Mar chuid den phróiseas seo, tá aighneachtaí á lorg acu ó pháirtithe leasmhara maidir le 
seirbhísí craoltóireachta fuaime breise a chur ar fáil, agus beidh an deis ag Raidió Rí-Rá páirt a 
ghlacadh sa phróiseas seo.

17/04/2018WROOO03200Energy Conservation

17/04/2018WROOO033001180. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if detailed information on the deep retrofit grant scheme will be provided; the way 
in which households qualify for this scheme; the level of grant funding available; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15802/18]

17/04/2018WROOO03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Deep Retrofit Pilot scheme is funded by my Department and administered by 
SEAI. It commenced operation in 2017 with initial funding of €5 million, and is set to operate 
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up to 2019. The scheme aims to investigate the challenges and opportunities that are in place for 
the deep retrofit of Ireland’s housing stock. Learnings from the pilot scheme will inform how 
we can support large scale deep retrofit going forward.

Grant funding will be provided for deep retrofit projects that include groups of 5 or more 
households. Applications are currently accepted from organisations such as local authorities, 
energy agencies and other community groups. The scheme will cover up to 50% of total capital 
and project management costs for retrofit projects which meet SEAI’s project evaluation cri-
teria. Funding of up to 95% of total capital and project management costs will be provided for 
projects involving voluntary housing association homes and homes that are in energy poverty. 
Successful projects must deliver a minimum Building Energy Rating of A3 and must incor-
porate renewable heating solutions. Detailed information on grant support, evaluation criteria 
and the application process is publicly available on SEAI’s website: https://www.seai.ie/grants/
home-grants/deep-retrofit-programme/

The pilot is designed to inform a model by which we can deliver high quality retrofit to indi-
vidual households across Ireland. SEAI are not currently accepting applications from individual 
homeowners. Homeowners who are interested in applying should contact their local authority, 
energy agency or community group to enquire as to whether they can apply through them. 

The SEAI operates a number of other scheme for homeowners. Details are provided be-
low and further information is available on SEAI’s website, https://www.seai.ie/grants/home-
grants/.

The Better Energy Homes (BEH) scheme provides grant aid to private homeowners who 
wish to improve the energy performance of their home. Fixed grants are provided towards 
the cost of a range of measures including attic insulation, wall insulation, heating systems up-
grades, solar thermal panels and accompanying Building Energy Rating (BER).

The Better Energy Warmer Homes (BEWH) scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency 
measures free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty. The mea-
sures available typically include draught proofing, attic insulation, lagging jackets for hot water 
tanks, low energy light bulbs, cavity wall insulation and roof and wall ventilation. I recently 
announced the expansion of the scheme to include internal and external wall insulation in order 
to increase the number of people that can receive upgrades. 

The Warmth and Wellbeing Pilot Scheme commenced in 2016. It is funded by my Depart-
ment as a joint policy initiative with the Department of Health, and is operated by SEAI and 
the HSE. The aim of the pilot is to provide deep energy efficiency interventions to people living 
with chronic respiratory conditions who are in or at risk of energy poverty. By making their 
homes warmer, more comfortable and cheaper to run, it is hoped that this will improve their 
health and wellbeing. The pilot scheme is currently operating in Dublin 8, 10, 12, 22 and 24.

Question No. 1181 answered with Question No. 1166.

17/04/2018WROOO03600Capital Expenditure Programme

17/04/2018WROOO037001182. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the capital allocation for his Department in each of the years 2019 to 2023; the 
areas in which this funding will be spent in each of these years; and the particular projects and 
areas of investment in this regard. [15936/18]

17/04/2018WROOO03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
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Naughten): My Department will oversee significant capital investment amounting to €1.27 
billion over period 2019 to 2022. Annual capital ceilings in respect of this four year period were 
published in the National Development Plan, and are set out in the following table.  The 2023 
capital ceiling for my Department will be agreed and published later this year as part of the 
Estimates process for Budget 2019.  

Year Capital Ceiling
2019 €256m
2020 €297m
2021 €317m
2022 €400m
Detailed programme allocations for each of the years 2019 to 2023 will be agreed as part 

of the annual Estimates process and published in the Revised Estimates Volume subsequent to 
each Budget Day.  

During the period, my Department and its agencies will play a lead role in the delivery of 
a number of the strategic investment priorities identified in the National Development Plan.  
An ambitious programme of climate action measures, including energy-related investments 
by commercial State companies, will position Ireland on a sustainable trajectory to achieve a 
low-carbon and climate-resilient economy and society.  A significant expansion of investment 
in energy efficiency upgrades, including deep retrofitting of housing, commercial and public 
building stock, will accelerate the contribution of the built environment to the collective ef-
fort to reduce CO2 emissions.  Other key energy measures include the rollout of the Support 
Scheme for Renewable Heat and the Electric Vehicle Grant Scheme which are aimed at promot-
ing the electrification of heat and transport, along with increased investment in energy research.

Delivery of the new high speed broadband network under the National Broadband Plan will 
ensure that the opportunities presented by the digital transformation are available to every com-
munity in Ireland.  Investments will also be focussed on supporting the transition to a circular 
and resource efficient economy and protecting our environment, while ensuring the sustainable 
management of our natural resources.

17/04/2018WROOO03900Electricity Transmission Network

17/04/2018WROOO040001183. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the funding allocated to the delivery of the Celtic interconnector project with 
France in each of the years 2019 to 2023; the cost of delivering of this project; and the expected 
timeline for completion. [15937/18]

17/04/2018WROOO04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Celtic Interconnector is an estimated €1 billion electricity interconnector joint-
ly proposed by EirGrid and their French counterparts, the French transmission system operator, 
RTÉ (Reseau de Transporte d’Électricite). It is proposed as a 500km long (subsea), 700MW 
high voltage direct current line that would run from the north-west coast of France to Ireland’s 
south coast. At this scale it would be able to provide electricity for some 450,000 homes.

The Celtic Interconnector has the potential to provide a reliable high-capacity electricity 
link between Ireland and France that would have significant benefits for the people of Ireland. 
The project would provide access to the European electricity market, leading to expected in-
creased competition and lower prices in Ireland.  It would also improve security of electricity 
supply and facilitate increased capacity for renewable energy here via export access to the 



Questions - Written Answers

548

mainland European markets.

It is too early to provide the level of detail being sought by the Deputy at this time. The 
project is currently in the initial design and pre-consultation phase and there are a variety of ap-
provals required, including regulatory and planning consents, before construction could com-
mence. The current phase includes a wide variety of studies and engagements. Land studies are 
considering environmental, technical and planning constraints regarding potential landing and 
connection points. Marine studies are considering the potentail route of the interconnector, as 
well as specific nearshore analyses. EirGrid has also held public information events and consul-
tations and has carried out a social impact assessment screening process that has led to a formal 
social impact assessment of the project.

In addition, as a formally-designated EU Project of Common Interest, the interconnector has 
successfully applied for Connecting Europe Facility funding to date (almost €8m for feasibility 
studies) and will also be in a position to apply for funding towards construction. The cost of 
the interconnector will not be borne by the exchequer - its cost will be included in the costs of 
distribution networks in the same way as all other electricity infrastructure investments are paid 
for. The interconnector is currently planned to be operational in 2025-26.

17/04/2018WROOO04200Renewable Heat Incentive

17/04/2018WROOO043001184. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment the status of the introduction of a renewable heat incentive scheme 
in 2018; when he expects the scheme to be announced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16019/18]

17/04/2018WROOO04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Support Scheme for Renewable Heat was approved by Government in De-
cember 2017. The details of the scheme, including the tariffs that will apply, are published on 
my Department’s website. My Department is engaging with the European Commission regard-
ing the necessary State Aid approval for the scheme. The scheme is planned to commence op-
eration later this year subject to State Aid approval.

An allocation of €7 million has been provided for the scheme in Budget 2018. In addition, 
the National Development Plan sets out an indicative resource allocation of €300 million for the 
rollout of the scheme for the period 2018-2027.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) will administer the scheme and are cur-
rently developing the detailed Terms and Conditions.   

17/04/2018WROOO04500RTÉ Staff

17/04/2018WROOO046001185. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the orchestral review; if cross-departmental responsibility will be 
taken for developing a national strategy for orchestras here involving his Department and the 
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht along with RTÉ and the Arts Council; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16034/18]

17/04/2018WROOO04700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): RTE has a statutory requirement under Section 114(1) of the Broadcasting Act, 
2009 to ‘establish and maintain orchestras, choirs and other cultural performing groups’.  RTÉ 
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has acknowledged that that the orchestras are integral to RTÉ’s arts and cultural programming, 
and form a key part of RTÉ’s arts and culture strategy. The review of orchestral services cur-
rently underway has been commissioned by RTE with the aim of making recommendations re-
garding the best configuration of the orchestras and staff for RTÉ to deliver upon its objectives.

I understand that the review is nearing completion and that a final report will be delivered to 
RTÉ shortly. It is intended that the final report will be shared with both my Department and the 
Department for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

In addition, officials from both Departments have met to discuss this matter and will meet 
again when the review is complete to discuss next steps.  

17/04/2018WRPPP00200Bituminous Fuel Ban

17/04/2018WRPPP003001186. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the date Polish coal can no longer be sold here; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16090/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The ban on the marketing, sale and distribution of bituminous coal, or ‘the smoky 
coal ban’ as it is commonly known, was first introduced in Dublin in 1990, and subsequently 
extended to our major cities.  Following a public consultation process, it was further extended 
in 2012, and now applies in 26 urban areas nationwide.  The ban has proved very effective in 
reducing particulate matter and sulphur dioxide levels and has had the effect of significantly 
improving public health.  Research indicates, for example, that the ban has resulted in over 350 
fewer annual deaths in Dublin alone.

Scientific understanding has evolved in the intervening years, however, and numerous stud-
ies now indicate that air pollution has impacts on human health at lower levels than was previ-
ously understood.  Consequently, it is necessary to continue to strengthen policy to enhance air 
quality for the protection of people’s health and the environment.

Recent monitoring has also revealed that the air quality in some of our smaller towns in win-
ter is worse than that in larger towns where the ban is in place.  Given the clear human health 
benefits, I am committed to extending the ban nationwide.

This process necessarily involves discussion and consultation with a wide number of stake-
holders, including with the European Commission, relevant Government Departments and 
Agencies, the residential fuel industry, and the general public.  Discussions with many of these 
stakeholders on issues that may arise in connection with the proposed nationwide ban are un-
derway, and the next step will be the introduction of the specific legal measures to give effect to 
the ban over a twelve month period commencing in Autumn 2018.  This period of 12 months’ 
lead-in time will allow both the industry and householders to ‘wash through’ existing stock in 
preparation for the full ban on the marketing, sale, distribution and burning of bituminous coal 
coming into effect throughout the State from Autumn 2019.  Further details on the specific dates 
will be available in due course.

For householders who rely on solid fuel for heating, there is now a range of innovative low 
smoke solid fuel products, including low smoke coal products, available on the market.  Low 
smoke solid fuel is cleaner and more energy-efficient.  It can deliver improved air quality as 
well as human health benefits.  Consumers should contact their solid fuel provider to clarify 
which of their products are low smoke and which are not.
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In relation to cost, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland has published figures com-
paring the respective costs of domestic fuels.  These are available online at https://www.seai.
ie/resources/publications/Domestic-Fuel-Cost-Comparison-October-2017.pdf and show that 
while low smoke fuels are typically more expensive to buy on a weight-by-weight basis, they 
have a higher heat output than coal or lignite nuggets.  Low smoke fuels, therefore, represent 
good value for money.

17/04/2018WRPPP00500Recycling Policy

17/04/2018WRPPP006001187. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the action he is taking to promote the development of facilities here for the 
recycling of soft plastics; and the requirements set down in respect of the recycling industry to 
have such facilities or to have the option of subcontracting this type of material to companies in 
another country in which soft plastics can be recycled. [16095/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Waste Management Act 1996 and the Waste Management (Licensing) Regula-
tions 2004 govern the process under which waste licence applications can be made to the EPA.  
This is an open and transparent process and aims to strike a balance between the interests of all 
stakeholders.  I have no function in relation to the assessment of licence applications and under 
section 60(3) of the Waste Management Act 1996, as Minister, I am precluded from exercising 
any power or control in relation to the performance by the EPA, in particular circumstances, of 
a statutory function vested in it.

A specific investment decision by a private company providing services in Ireland is a mat-
ter for that company and its board.  Individual planning decisions are a matter for the relevant 
planning authority.  Broader planning issues affecting the development of industry in Ireland 
are matters for my colleague the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government.

Question No. 1188 answered with Question No. 1166.

17/04/2018WRPPP00900Recycling Policy

17/04/2018WRPPP010001189. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the basis on which companies are permitted to put a recyclable logo or emblem 
on the packaging of their goods; if there is a system to limit the use of this logo or emblem here 
to packaging that can be recycled here; and the way in which this is currently policed here. 
[16097/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Green Dot symbol is an internationally recognised trademark used on packag-
ing and means that for such packaging a financial contribution has been paid to a compliance 
system legally licensed, and a company set up in accordance with the principles defined in 
European Directive 94/62 and the respective national law, which is responsible for the recovery 
of used packaging.

In effect, this means that the producer of the packaging has made a financial contribution to 
a waste packaging compliance scheme – such as Repak or a similar organisation in Europe – to 
fund the recovery of the packaging.

The Green Dot system is managed by PRO Europe (Packaging Recovery Organisation Eu-
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rope) on behalf of the main packaging compliance schemes (“Green Dot organisations”) across 
Europe and in some other countries.  Currently, producer responsibility organisations in 29 
countries are using the Green Dot as a financing symbol to finance the collection, sorting and 
recovery of used (mainly household) packaging.

Repak, the packaging compliance scheme, is the sole licensee for Ireland. Repak licences 
the use of the Green Dot to packaging producers in Ireland.  All members of Repak are entitled 
to use the Green Dot.  Non�members can apply to Repak for a license.  Under the licence agree-
ments, packaging producers are required to adhere to the core requirements of the trademark.

Additional background information is available at https://www.repak.ie/for-business/mem-
bers/become-a-repak-member/the-green-dot/.  Details on Green Dot in Europe are available at 
http://www.pro-e.org/.

17/04/2018WRPPP01200Mobile Telephony Use

17/04/2018WRPPP013001190. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to safety concerns from being constantly exposed 
to mobile phones or Wi-Fi; if studies have been undertaken here or at EU level regarding same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16100/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I am aware of safety concerns in relation to exposure to non-ionising radiation 
(NIR) from mobile phones and WiFi.  Extensive research in this area has been undertaken at 
national and international level by a number of organisations, including the European Union 
and the World Health Organization.

The International Commission on Non-Ionising Radiation Protection (ICNIRP), which is 
a body of independent scientists with extensive experience in researching the possible health 
effects of exposure to NIR, has published guidelines in this area which are widely accepted 
internationally, including in Ireland.  All available evidence to date indicates that no adverse 
short- or long-term health effects have been demonstrated to arise from exposure to NIR at lev-
els below the limits recommended by the ICNIRP.  WiFi systems transmit at low power levels 
and are in widespread use.  All modern short range radio systems such as WiFi, Bluetooth or 
Ultra-wide Band are assessed for safety by the strength and frequency of their radio emissions.  
These emissions are then compared with the ICNIRP limits, and are considered safe if below 
the specified limits.  The advantage of having adopted international exposure limits is that they 
provide manufacturers with information on the required levels of electromagnetic field expo-
sure within which they must manufacture their devices.  Within the European Union, devices 
having the “CE” mark are considered to be safe for their intended purpose.  In the Irish context, 
two major reports have been published on NIR, the 2007 Health Effects of Electromagnetic 
Fields available at:

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Health%20Effects%20of%20Electromagnetic%20
Fields.pdf.  and a 2016 report by the Netherlands National Institute for Public Health and the 
Environment (RIVM) Electromagnetic Fields in the Irish Context available at:

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Electromagnetic%20Fields%20in%20the%20
Irish%20Context%202015.pdf.  The main findings of both these reports substantiate the view 
of the World Health Organization and ICNIRP that there is insufficient evidence to establish a 
causal relationship between exposure to low-frequency electromagnetic fields and cancer.

Question No. 1191 answered with Question No. 1163.
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17/04/2018WRPPP01600Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRPPP017001192. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of clerical officers and clerical assistants in his Department on 
temporary contracts by years of service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in 
the Civil Service when they have served a fixed period; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16425/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department does not currently employ any Clerical Officers or Clerical As-
sistants on a temporary contract basis.

17/04/2018WRPPP01900Broadband Service Provision

17/04/2018WRPPP020001193. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of broadband for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16460/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans 
to provide high speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis.  
eir has committed to completing this rollout by year end.  Information on eir’s planned rural 
deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/.  My Department’s High Speed 
Broadband Map, available at www.broadband.gov.ie, shows that the premises referenced by the 
Deputy (depicted Light Blue on the Map) falls within eir’s planned rural deployment.

As at the end of December 2017, a total of 121,000 premises of the 300,000 premises 
planned rural deployment were passed by eir including 9,797 premises in Co Kerry.  A further 
15,790 premises in Co. Kerry are due to be passed by eir as part of its planned rural deploy-
ment.  Officials from my Department have queried the status of the referenced premises with 
eir, who have confirmed that the premises has been passed and that a connection request was 
received.  I understand, however, that eir has encountered an issue with a blocked duct on public 
land preventing the completion of the connection request.  An application for a road opening 
licence has been made to Kerry County Council as of March 2018 and is pending approval.  I 
further understand that eir has escalated the licence application.  Following resolution of this 
issue, the premises will be able to access high speed broadband.

17/04/2018WRPPP02200Telecommunications Services Provision

17/04/2018WRPPP023001194. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when Eir’s broadband and landline services will be available at an address (details 
supplied). [16472/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  
The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector.  Today, almost 
7 out of 10 of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband.  Since 
this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high speed 
broadband.  This will increase to nearly 8 out of 10 premises by the end of this year and by 



17 April 2018

553

2020, 9 out of 10 premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection.  This is be-
ing achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.

In April 2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie.  This map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide 
high speed broadband services (BLUE or LIGHT BLUE) and the areas that will be included in 
the State Intervention Area under the NBP (AMBER).

Eir is in the process of delivering high speed fibre broadband as part of its ongoing invest-
ment in its network.  This includes some 300,000 rural premises on a commercial basis in ac-
cordance with a Commitment Agreement signed with me in April 2017.  The premises referred 
to by the Deputy is a new build and officials from my Department have queried the status of 
this premises under eir’s high speed fibre broadband deployment plans.  eir has confirmed to my 
Department that the premises in question will be included in that plan.

17/04/2018WRPPP02500Waste Management Data

17/04/2018WRPPP026001195. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if each residential dwelling here has a refuse account and bin collection service; 
the number that do not have a service by county; the way in which compliance is monitored; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16608/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The latest figures produced by the CSO on how households manage their waste, 
including the percentage of households which use a collection service for general and recycling 
waste, are available to view at http://cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/q-env/qnhsenviron-
mentmoduleq22014/.

Each local authority is responsible for the supervision and the enforcement of the relevant 
provisions of the Waste Management Act 1996 in relation to the holding, recovery and disposal 
of waste within its functional area.  Local authorities have specific powers under the Act to 
require measures to be taken, or to take measures directly, to prevent or limit environmental 
pollution caused or likely to be caused by the holding, recovery or disposal of waste, and to 
mitigate or remedy the effects on the environment of such activity.

My role, as Minister, is to provide the legislative and policy framework under which both 
local authority and Environmental Protection Agency enforcement action is initiated.  Enforce-
ment action against illegal waste activity is a matter for the local authorities and the Office of 
Environmental Enforcement of the EPA as appropriate.

Underpinning waste enforcement is state funding for waste enforcement officers.  I have 
made €9 million available from the Environment Fund this year to support the Waste Enforce-
ment Regional Lead Authorities and the recruitment and continued employment of a network of 
local authority waste enforcement officers.  This investment is critical in providing an enhanced 
response on the ground to other infractions of the waste code.

In terms of monitoring how households manage their waste, certain local authorities have 
already introduced bye-laws which require householders to sign up to a household waste col-
lection service.

The Regional Waste Management Planning Offices are also currently preparing a template 
to help standardise bye-laws on the presentation of waste.  The draft template bye-laws aim to 
place the onus of proof on the householder to prove that they are managing their waste cor-
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rectly by signing up to a waste collection service or providing receipts for the deposit of waste 
in authorised facilities.

In addition, the Regional Waste Management Plans contain further measures to identify 
areas of low collection and to work with communities and collectors to address this issue.

17/04/2018WRPPP02800Environmental Regulations

17/04/2018WRPPP029001196. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if An Bord Pleanála is required to assess potential breaches of the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants when considering a company’s (details supplied) 
application to burn waste at its plant in County Limerick. [16639/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Matters pertaining to planning legislation and policy, including the role of An 
Bord Pleanála, do not fall under my remit as Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment.  Queries should be directed to the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government or to An Bord Pleanála as appropriate.

17/04/2018WRPPP03100Environmental Regulations

17/04/2018WRPPP032001197. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the consequences if industrial plants are found to be in breach of the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. [16640/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is responsible for granting and en-
forcing licences for industrial plants.  Whether or not an installation needs a licence depends on 
the activities being carried out on the site and the scale of those activities.  These activities and 
thresholds are defined in legislation.  Industrial licences are enforced by the Office of Environ-
mental Enforcement (OEE) of the EPA who conduct environmental inspections which cover all 
aspects of the environmental effects from the installations licensed by the Agency.  Such opera-
tions are required to operate to Best Available Techniques (BAT) and are required to comply 
with BAT reference documents (BREFs) and BAT Conclusions which address certain aspects 
of the EU’s obligations under the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants.

Where a breach of a licence condition occurs, it is a matter for the Agency to ensure that 
licensed facilities address any non-compliances and take the necessary corrective actions.  En-
forcement actions may be escalated up to and including legal proceedings if necessary.  All 
monitoring and site inspection reports are published on the EPA website.

17/04/2018WRPPP03400Environmental Protection Agency Remit

17/04/2018WRPPP035001198. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the EPA is compelled to monitor and assess risks to health from carcinogenic 
dioxins that may be emitted from industrial plants. [16641/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The EPA is responsible for the licence and enforcement of large industrial plants 
listed in the First Schedule of the EPA Act 1992 (as amended).  This includes incineration and 
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co-incineration plants.

The Industrial Emissions Directive (2010/75/EU) specifies the emission limit values for di-
oxins that apply to incineration and co-incineration facilities.  This Directive also stipulates the 
frequency at which licensees must monitor dioxins.  Conditions implementing the Directive’s 
requirements are written into Industrial Emissions Licences granted by the EPA.  The reports of 
all monitoring conducted by licensed facilities are submitted to the EPA for assessment, and are 
available on the EPA’s website.

In addition, the EPA carries out a programme of independent air emissions monitoring at 
industrial licensed sites to check compliance with the emission limit values specified in the li-
cence.  If dioxin monitoring is specified in the Industrial Emissions Licence, then the facility is 
monitored by the EPA on at least an annual basis.  Monitoring visits are typically unannounced, 
and the reports of the monitoring are available on the EPA’s website.

Separately, the EPA conducts an annual milk survey to assess dioxin exposure in the air.  
The latest report available is the 2016 dioxin survey, the results of which are available online 
and which form part of the EPA Air Quality in Ireland 2016 report.  This report shows that 
concentrations of dioxins remain at a consistently low level in the Irish environment, and is 
available at http://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/air/quality.

17/04/2018WRPPP03700Broadband Service Provision

17/04/2018WRPPP038001199. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the provision of broadband services in Ballymore, County West-
meath; if work is still scheduled to be carried out in this area during autumn 2018, as stated in 
the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 516 of 30 January 2018. [16659/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans 
to provide high speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis.  eir 
has committed to completing this rollout by the end of this year.  Information on eir’s ongoing 
rural deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/.  A copy of the Commit-
ment Agreement is available on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie.

Quarterly updates on eir’s rural deployment are published on this website.  eir has passed a 
total of 121,000 of the committed premises as of December 2017.  This figure includes 2,750 
premises in Westmeath passed to date, with a further 4,000 to follow this year.

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department’s High Speed Broadband Map (www.broad-
band.gov.ie) shows that 99% (134 premises) of the townland of Ballymore, Co Westmeath are 
to receive access to a high speed broadband connection via eir’s ongoing rural fibre deploy-
ment.  According to eir’s own estimate, the premises in Ballymore within their deployment plan 
are due to be passed in the second half of 2018.

A further 1% (2 premises) of the townland will receive access to high speed broadband via 
the State led intervention.  My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a com-
pany who will roll-out a new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area.  That 
procurement process is now in its final stages.

In the interim, practical initiatives will continue to be addressed through the work of the 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address obstacles and improve connectivity in re-
spect of existing and future mobile phone and broadband services.
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Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.  There 
is a link to a list of these local Broadband Officers on my Department’s website.

17/04/2018WRPPP04000Fisheries Protection

17/04/2018WRPPP041001200. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the eel fisherman compensation scheme. [16660/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP04200Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): Ireland’s Eel Management Plan (EMP), including the closure of 
commercial fishing, was approved, in 2009, by the European Commission under EU Regulation 
1100/2007.  Fishing for eel was by way of public licence and therefore the issue of compensa-
tion does not arise.

However, I directed my officials to write to the European Commission in relation to Ire-
land’s proposals to fund a support scheme for former eel fishermen.  A response is awaited 
before the terms and conditions for, or the prospective number of participants in, any potential 
support measure can be elaborated on.

Consultation with the Revenue Commissioners may also be required.

17/04/2018WRPPP04300Nuclear Plants

17/04/2018WRPPP044001201. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if Ireland will support the findings and recommendations of the Aarhus Con-
vention Compliance Committee, which found that both Germany and the UK were in breach of 
the public participation requirements of the Convention in respect of the transboundary consul-
tations provided for in the decision to approve the development consent for the nuclear power 
project in the UK, Hinkley Point C (details supplied); if attempts by the UK, the EU, other 
parties to the Convention and the nuclear lobby to undermine and weaken these findings of non-
compliance which may occur at the September 2018 meeting of the parties to the Convention 
will be resisted; if not, the basis for the State’s decision; the person or body that will represent 
Ireland at the upcoming Aarhus meeting in Montenegro from 11 to 14 September 2018; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16671/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP04500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I would like to clarify at the outset that there is no meeting of the Parties to the 
Aarhus Convention scheduled to take place in September 2018.  The meeting referred to in the 
question appears to be the 6th Meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention, which took 
place in Budva, Montenegro from 11 to 14 September 2017.  Ireland was represented by of-
ficials from my Department at this meeting.  The record of the meeting is available at https://
www.unece.org/env/pp/aarhusmop6&prtrmopp3/main.html.  The next such Meeting of the Par-
ties is scheduled to take place in 2021.

As regards the substantive issues raised by the Deputy, I can confirm that, in Budva, Ireland 
did not object to the findings and recommendations of the Aarhus Convention Compliance 
Committee regarding the compliance of the United Kingdom (reference ACCC/C/2013/91), 
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which were duly endorsed by the Meeting of the Parties in September 2017.

As regards the findings and recommendations of the Compliance Committee with regard to 
Germany’s compliance with the Convention (reference ACCC/C/2013/92), it is recorded that 
Germany was not found to be in non-compliance.

I trust that I have clarified the position.

17/04/2018WRPPP04600Television Licence Fee Collection

17/04/2018WRPPP047001202. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if, under the current section 145 of the Broadcasting Act 2009, a statutory 
body can be appointed at his discretion as the collection agent of the television licence fee and 
continue to have the full powers of enforcement as currently utilised by An Post; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16797/18]

17/04/2018WRPPP04800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Section 145 (1) of the Broadcasting Act 2009 defines ‘issuing agent’ as An Post 
“or another person designated by the Minister” under Section 145 (3) of the Act.

A statutory body designated as an issuing agent under Section 145 (3) of the Act would have 
the same powers of prosecution as An Post currently has under Section 151 of the Act.

The Act does not currently provide for the tendering of licence fee collection and I ob-
tained Government approval in May 2017 for the drafting of the Broadcasting (Amendment) 
Bill which includes an amendment to allow for tendering of licence fee collection by public 
procurement.  The Bill was examined under pre-legislative scrutiny by the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Communications, Climate Action & Environment, who published their report on 
8th March.  My Department and Parliamentary Counsel will consider the Report in the drafting 
process.

17/04/2018WRQQQ00200Road Tolls

17/04/2018WRQQQ003001203. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of vehicles under each heading that use the Dublin Tunnel (details supplied).  [15123/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ004001211. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of cars using toll roads here in each of the years 2013 to 2017; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15059/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ005001213. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the capac-
ity of the Dublin Tunnel; and when it operates to capacity during a 24 hour cycle. [15115/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ006001214. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rev-
enue generated by the Dublin Tunnel through tolling since 2012.  [15116/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1203, 1211, 1213 and 1214 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy in 
relation to roads.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects on na-
tional roads are a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 
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in conjunction with the relevant local authority.  For regional and local roads it is a matter for 
each respective local authority.

More specifically, the statutory powers to levy tolls on national roads as well as regional and 
local roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors are 
vested in TII (for national roads) and each local authority (for regional and local roads) under 
Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and 
the Roads Act 2007).   Accordingly, the information requested all falls within the operational 
capacity of TII.

Noting the above, I am referring the question, in relation to National Roads, to TII for direct 
reply within 10 working days.  Please inform my private office if you do not receive the infor-
mation.

17/04/2018WRQQQ00800Departmental Offices

17/04/2018WRQQQ009001204. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
a person (details supplied) - who has been waiting for more than two months - will receive a 
certificate of competency from the marine office and the reason for the delay in the marine of-
fice in his Department; if his attention has been drawn to the consequences this has on persons 
who cannot apply for work until they receive it from the office; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [15309/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Department can-
not comment on individual applications.  There are various reasons why delays will occur in the 
application process including incomplete information being provided by the applicant.   I am 
not aware of delays generally in processing applications within the Marine Mercantile Office.  
However, if any fishers are experiencing particular delays, I would urge them to contact the 
Mercantile Marine Office in the first instance. 

17/04/2018WRQQQ01100EU Funding

17/04/2018WRQQQ012001205. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding received from the EU in each year since 2000 to date for the purposes of spe-
cifically assisting the provision of transport infrastructure such as rail, ports, roads and airports; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15798/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Ireland has received 
EU funding for transport infrastructure projects from a range of EU funding programmes since 
2000, not limited to the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), now considered to be the principal 
EU co-funding mechanism for transport infrastructure.  As my Department is not responsible 
for the administration of all EU funding for such projects, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to the agencies under my remit for direct reply in respect of EU funding which they each has 
received since 2000.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive replies within 10 
working days. 

Details of EU funding directly administered by the Department are being collated and will 
be communicated directly to the Deputy. 

Details in relation to Irish transport projects under CEF, Horizon 2020 and under Trans-
European Network-Transport before the current CEF programme are available online at the 
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following link: https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility/cef-transport/projects-
by-country/ireland. 

Trans European Transport Network Programme

17/04/2018WRQQQ015001206. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason for the decision in 2011 to remove projects from the application for EU Trans-European 
Transport Network, Ten-T funding; the projects that were removed from the application; the 
reason they were removed; the criteria used to decide which projects were removed; and the 
projects that remained.  [16249/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ016001207. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
projects which were removed in 2011 from the application to the European Commission’s 
Trans-European Transport Network Ten-T programme. [16250/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ017001208. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son for the removal of each project from the Ten-T funding programme application; the criteria 
used to remove projects from the application; and the criteria used to decide which projects 
would remain on the application. [16251/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1206 to 1208, inclusive, together.

The basis for the current TEN-T network is the European Commission’s planning methodology, 
available online at https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52013SC0542.

The methodology highlights the criteria used for the identification of the comprehensive 
network (Chapter 1) and also those parts of the comprehensive network that are identified as 
the core network (Chapter 2).  Ireland’s core transport network, which is a subset of our com-
prehensive network, is required to be completed by 2030 and was identified on the basis of this 
planning methodology, which identified the most important urban nodes, ports and airports.  
These nodes are connected on the TEN-T maps via multimodal transport links.  The technical 
specifications of the Comprehensive Network are also required to be completed by 2050.  

Against the backdrop of a very difficult economic climate in 2011, Ireland was required to 
consider the specific implications of the proposed network for Ireland’s transport infrastructure, 
as well as our financial capacity to complete the technical specifications of our portion of the 
network within the timeframes proposed.  

Inclusion of transport routes on TEN-T could potentially allow projects on those routes to 
be part-funded by the EU.  However, this could only be done through competitive EU-wide 
processes which were expected to be considerably over-subscribed.  The majority of costs of 
any capital project being funded by the Exchequer would still be borne by the Exchequer, with 
just the potential, if applications were successful, of a minority of grant funding coming from 
EU sources.  All projects would also require accompanying cost-benefit analyses.

It was in this context that Ireland, as with other Member States, liaised with the European 
Commission regarding its views on the appropriateness of the draft Network in line with the 
proposed methodology and with the affordability of completion of the network at that time.  
This resulted in sections of the proposed network not ultimately being included in the final 
TEN-T maps agreed in 2013. 

Irish projects have to date been successful in obtaining funding under the Connecting Eu-
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rope Facility (CEF) mechanism and details of these projects are available online, at the fol-
lowing link: https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility/cef-transport/projects-by-
country/ireland. 

Despite the economic challenges the country has faced, a priority has been placed on access 
to and within the North-West. The most notable demonstration of this is the Gort-Tuam motor-
way, which is the largest transport investment completed anywhere in the country since 2011. 

That priority is maintained in the National Development Plan, Project Ireland 2040. Project 
Ireland 2040 places a strong emphasis on further improving connectivity, including the devel-
opment of the strategic Cork to Limerick road link.

There will be a review of the implementation of the core network by end 2023. The Com-
mission will consult with Member States and will evaluate progress made in the implementa-
tion of the TEN-T Regulation, as well as the impact of evolving traffic patterns and relevant 
developments in infrastructure investment plans. The Regulation further sets out that the Com-
mission, in consultation with EU Member States, will evaluate whether the core network should 
be modified to take into account developments in transport flows and national investment plan-
ning. In the meantime, the recently published Project 2040 by Government includes a range of 
potential transport projects, including key transport projects in the West and Northwest regions.

17/04/2018WRQQQ02100Public Transport Data

17/04/2018WRQQQ022001209. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of times delays occurred on the Luas due to medical emergencies in each of the years 
2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018, by month and Luas line in tabular form. [14995/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA), in conjunction with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII) and the Luas operator, Transdev.  Therefore, I have forwarded the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

17/04/2018WRQQQ02400Cycling Facilities Provision

17/04/2018WRQQQ025001210. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the fund-
ing being provided in 2018 and 2019 for the provision of cycle lanes; if there is a scheme open 
to local authorities to apply for funding for cycle lanes; and if not, when such a scheme will 
open; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15019/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport, includ-
ing the provision of cycle lanes. 

I  am pleased to inform the Deputy that over €110 million in capital funding is directly allo-
cated to develop cycling and walking infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, Galway, Limer-
ick, Cork and Waterford over the period 2018-2021.  This programme will provide active travel 
routes to help alleviate congestion by providing viable alternatives and connectivity with exist-
ing public transport infrastructure.  Allocation of funding and details of individual projects are 
managed by the National Transport Authority in conjunction with the relevant local authorities. 
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A further €135 million capital funding is allocated over this same period for investment in 
Sustainable Urban Transport projects, and these will include projects that will provide either di-
rect or indirect improvements for urban cycling.  This programme builds on investment to date 
to deliver improvements in public and sustainable transport infrastructure in the regional cities 
and the GDA.  It includes traffic management, bus priority and other smarter travel projects, 
which will allow transport infrastructure to function more effectively and will help relieve traf-
fic congestion.   Again, allocation of funding and details of individual projects are managed by 
the National Transport Authority in conjunction with the relevant local authorities. 

Furthermore, investment of more than €750 million on the BusConnects Programme in the 
same period, will deliver a transformative investment package that will finance new and ex-
panded bus routes, greatly improve bus access, and includes designated segregated cycle lanes.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred your question to the NTA for 
a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

Question No. 1211 answered with Question No. 1203.

17/04/2018WRQQQ02800Sports Capital Programme Administration

17/04/2018WRQQQ029001212. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the date it 
was decided to have an appeals process for sports capital applications; if there was an appeals 
process for previous versions of the sports capital programme; if so, when; if a system (details 
supplied) had to be used to process the appeals; if the system had to be changed in order to 
process these appeals; the work titles and grades of each person in or outside his Department 
that was involved in assessing the sports capital grants and appeals; if advisers were involved 
in the sports capital process; if so, the way in which they were involved; if information on ap-
plications or appeals prior to announcement of decisions was shared with individuals or parties 
outside his Department; if so, the information shared; the way in which it was shared; the reason 
therefor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15092/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ03000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The introduction of an appeals process was formally approved by the Minister, 
Deputy Ross and me on 5 December 2017 following a recommendation from departmental 
officials.

The 2017 round of the Sports Capital Programme (SCP) was the first round of the pro-
gramme under which every valid local application received an offer of funding.  Consequently, 
the decision to make an application invalid certainly cost the applicants a grant offer.  Ac-
cordingly, in the interests of equity and fairness, an appeals system was introduced for the 
2017 round and will be available for all future rounds of the SCP.   There was no formal appeals 
system in place for the rounds of the SCP prior to the 2017 round. 

The introduction of the appeals process ensures that the SCP now accords with the Depart-
ment’s Customer Action Plan which commits to maintaining “a formalised, well publicised, 
accessible, transparent and simple to use system of appeal/review for customers who are dis-
satisfied with decisions in relation to service”. 

The Department moved to a new IT system (OSCAR) in 2014 which provides a single sys-
tem for managing all aspect of the SCP.  This system was used to inform applicants that appeals 
were being accepted.  Appeals were submitted using a dedicated email address.  Some minor 
changes were made to the “back-office” element of the OSCAR system to allow officials to 
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record the outcome of appeals and to track appeals as they were processed.  

No person from outside the Department was involved in the assessment of individual ap-
plications or appeals.  In the case of the original grant applications, the assessments were nor-
mally undertaken by Clerical Officers, Executive Officers and Higher Executive Officers from 
within the SCP Division of my Department.  These officers consulted with more senior staff 
in the Division as necessary in relation to any non-standard issues which arose.  In the case of 
the appeals process, each appeal submitted was initially assessed by a HEO not involved in 
the original assessment of that application.  All decisions on appeal were also reviewed by at 
least two more senior officials up to Principal Officer level.  A general review of the proposed 
appeals decisions, and the reasoning behind the proposed approach, was also undertaken at As-
sistant Secretary level. 

Advisors had no role in relation to decisions on any individual allocation or appeal.   

The formal grant announcements for local applications took place on the 30th of November 
2017 and for regional allocations on the 21st of December 2017.  The sports capital programme 
is important to thousands of communities throughout Ireland.  The programme is frequently 
raised with me by Oireachtas members of all parties and none.  I am always willing to engage 
with interested parties on the programme given its huge benefits for so many people and clubs. 

A review of the 2017 round of the programme is now being finalised and will be published 
on my Department’s websitewww.dttas.ie  in the very near future.

Questions Nos. 1213 and 1214 answered with Question No. 1203.

17/04/2018WRQQQ03300Traffic Data

17/04/2018WRQQQ034001215. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sources 
for his Department’s information on congestion times in Dublin; the way in which this informa-
tion is arrived at and compiled; and if he is satisfied that this information is accurate. [15122/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In 2017, my Depart-
ment undertook a research project to estimate the cost of ‘aggravated congestion’ across Ire-
land’s transport system, and it also presented an estimate of the annual value of time lost to road 
users due to aggravated congestion in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA).  The study was carried 
out in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA), Transport Infrastructure Ire-
land (TII) and Dublin City Council (DCC), with particular support from the NTA’s modelling 
team in producing the modelled outputs. 

The study utilised data from a variety of sources - including Census data on travel to work, 
NTA travel surveys for the GDA, car ownership data, and CSO statistics on small area popula-
tion - to estimate activity and operation on the transport network.  The data was used to model 
for both a base year (2012) and a future year, 2033, to project the future cost of aggravated 
congestion.  The 2033 scenario modelled the 2017 traffic network and utilised population and 
macroeconomic forecasts to estimate likely travel demand.  

I understand that the analysis was conducted utilising the Eastern Regional Transport Model 
(ERM) which is managed and operated by the NTA.  The ERM includes all of the main surface 
modes of travel, including travel by car, bus, rail, heavy goods vehicles, walking and cycling, 
and the ERM output can show location, time of day, and travel model.  Each of the data sources 
used in the NTA’s ERM to estimate and forecast of travel in Dublin are updated periodically, 
to allow it to remain up-to-date with respect to travel demand, population characteristics and 



17 April 2018

563

wider economic conditions.

The Deputy may be aware that there are some other useful data studies/surveys carried out 
annually by Dublin City Council, in conjunction with the NTA, to monitor traffic crossing the 
canals, however, this only informs on travel patterns and mode share.

Appointments to State Boards Data

17/04/2018WRQQQ037001216. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that two worker directors at Dublin Port and Shannon 
Foynes Port were discriminated against as a result of the insertion by the 2015 amendment to 
the Harbours Act 1997 of a clause which limits their term of office to ten years when no such 
limit applies in other commercial State companies, for example, ESB, DAA, Bord na Móna, 
An Post and CIÉ; the reason this discrimination exists; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15139/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ038001217. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the 2015 amendment to the Harbours Act 1997 
which was signed on 25 December 2015 provides for retrospective application in that it cov-
ers the period from 1997, that is, when the port companies were corporatised; the reason this 
retrospective application was included in the 2015 amendment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15140/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ039001218. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that a current worker director based in a port here was 
re-elected as a worker director to the board of that port in July 2017; if his attention has been 
further drawn to the fact that their re-election was in accordance with the regulations; if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that the election result was validated by the returning officer 
that was also the company secretary; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that the 
person has been refused a mandate; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the person 
has been refused a letter of appointment as a director of the port company; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15141/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1216 to 1218, inclusive, together.

The Harbours Act 2015 introduced changes in legislation in line with Government policy 
and to strengthen and improve corporate governance arrangements for port company boards, 
including the introduction of a 10-year limit on the period served by a director of a port com-
pany. 

Section 30(6) of the Harbours Act 1996, as substituted by section 39 of the Harbours Act 
2015, provides that a person shall not serve as a director of a port company for a period that is 
longer than 10 years in total.  This applies equally to all directors of port companies, including 
employee directors.

The Harbours Act 2015 was signed into law on 25 December 2015.  Accordingly the 10-
year limit applies to all directors of port companies from that date forward, including serving 
directors at the time of enactment.

In 2017, employee director elections were held in a number of the port companies. In the 
case of the port referenced by the Deputy, the employee who went forward for election was an 
existing employee director and had already served as an employee director for 10 years and 
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was therefore not eligible to be appointed for a further term of office.   My Department advised 
the company that the 10-year limit applies to all directors including employee directors and the 
process for election of an employee director was reheld.   A number of candidates went forward 
and a new employee director is now in place.  All employee director positions in port companies 
have been filled and no vacancies will arise for a number of years.

17/04/2018WRQQQ04300Bus Services

17/04/2018WRQQQ044001219. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
ongoing disruption to a commuter service (details supplied) will be investigated; and if he will 
contact Bus Éireann on the issue. [15147/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQ04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Bus Éireann and I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within ten working days.

17/04/2018WRRRR00200Consultancy Contracts Data

17/04/2018WRRRR003001220. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the expen-
diture on consultancy and contractors by the Irish Aviation Authority in each of the years from 
2015 to 2017, respectively; the number of consultants and contractors engaged by the authority 
in these years; the names of the consultancy companies awarded contracts; and the steps taken 
to reduce expenditure on consultancy and contractors and the authority’s reliance on them in the 
years in question and for the future. [15185/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issues raised  are 
operational matters for the Irish Aviation Authority.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
Company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
ten working days.

17/04/2018WRRRR00500Consultancy Contracts Data

17/04/2018WRRRR006001221. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the expen-
diture on consultancy and contractors by the Commission for Aviation Regulation in each of 
the years from 2015 to 2017, respectively; the number of consultants and contractors engaged 
by the commission in the years in question; the names of the consultancy companies awarded 
contracts; and the steps taken to reduce expenditure on consultancy and contractors and the 
commission’s reliance on them in the years in question and for the future. [15186/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issues raised are 
operational matters for the Commission for Aviation Regulation.  I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the Commission for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not re-
ceive a reply within ten working days.

17/04/2018WRRRR00800Consultancy Contracts Data

17/04/2018WRRRR009001222. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the expendi-
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ture on consultancy and contractors by the National Roads Authority in each of the years from 
2015 to 2017, respectively; the number of consultants and contractors engaged by the authority 
in the years in question; the names of the consultancy companies awarded contracts; and the 
steps taken to reduce expenditure on consultancy and contractors and the authority’s reliance on 
them in the years in question and for the future. [15187/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and operation of the national road network, 
including the engagement of consultants and contractors, is a matter for Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/04/2018WRRRR01100Consultancy Contracts Data

17/04/2018WRRRR012001223. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the expen-
diture on consultancy by his Department in each of the years from 2015 to 2017, inclusive; the 
number of consultants engaged by his Department in the years in question; the names of the 
consultancy companies awarded contracts; and the steps taken to reduce expenditure on consul-
tancy and the Department’s reliance on consultants in the years in question and for the future. 
[15194/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Details of all consul-
tancy payments by the Department are available on my Department’s website: www.dttas.ie/
corporate/english/expenditure-external-services.

The website is updated on a six monthly basis and the second six months for 2017 will be 
available shortly.

It is the policy of the Department in the exercise of its function to use internal resources as 
far as possible.  However, external consultants are hired occasionally in circumstances where 
particular expertise is not available internally and where it is deemed to add value and indepen-
dence to the overall work of the Department.

My Department is constantly looking at ways to upskill internal staff to minimise the need 
to use external consultants.  All administrative budget expenditure within my Department is 
undertaken in accordance with public financial procedures.

17/04/2018WRRRR01400Rail Network Expansion

17/04/2018WRRRR015001224. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress of the report into the feasibility of the western rail corridor (details supplied); the terms 
of reference of the report; the independent consultant that has been appointed to produce the 
report; the level of engagement the consultants will have with all stakeholders on the closed 
railway from Athenry to Claremorris; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15228/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, both the “Programme for a Partnership Government” and the recently published “Na-
tional Development Plan” commit to independent review of the costings for a proposal to ex-
tend the existing Western Rail Corridor.  My Department is currently at an advanced stage in 
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developing an approach for progressing such a review in line with these commitments, and 
I expect to be in a position shortly to decide on the approach to be taken.  I am cognisant of the 
need for stakeholder consultation as part of the process, and can assure the Deputy that this will 
be an integral part of the review’s arrangements.

17/04/2018WRRRR01700Parking Provision

17/04/2018WRRRR018001225. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
matter (details supplied) will be addressed regarding coach parking in Dublin city; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15230/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the issue of Dublin City coach parking and charging is a matter for Dublin City Council 
(Parking Enforcement and Policy Section) in the first instance. 

The Deputy is probably aware that the National Transport Authority (NTA), which has stat-
utory responsibility for the development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin 
Area (GDA), has recently developed the North Wall Coach Park. Due to numerous competing 
demands, the availability of kerbside space for coach parking is extremely limited in Dublin 
City Centre.  This has given rise to issues where tour coaches have difficulties in dropping pas-
sengers and collecting them subsequently at the same location.  Contributing to this issue are 
coaches who park at the designated on-street coach parking spaces for lengthy periods, pre-
cluding the use of those spaces for drop-off and collection.  Notable among the streets affected 
is Nassau Street which, despite having a considerable number of coach spaces, suffers from 
coaches occupying those spaces for several hours at a time.

To address the issue of multi-hour on-street coach parking during business hours, the NTA 
decided to develop a coach parking facility where coaches could lay-over during daytime hours, 
thereby freeing up the available on-street spaces.  In order for such a coach park to meet its 
objective, it had to be located close to the city centre, to ensure short journeys from the pas-
senger locations and to be useful for short-stay coaches.  Planning permission was granted for 
a coach space facility in North Wall from Dublin City Council in 2015, was subsequently ap-
pealed and a grant of permission with a number of conditions was issued by An Bord Pleanala 
in May 2016.  

Discussions were held by the NTA with the Coach Tourism Transport Council (CTTC) in 
advance of the construction contract for the facility so as to ensure that the coach park would 
be used by their members, where feasible, during its hours of operation.  A Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) was signed by both the NTA and the CTTC in January 2017, which set 
out the operational hours of the coach park, the charges that will apply for parking in the facil-
ity, and the commitment of CTTC to encourage use of the facility by their members. 

In light of their responsibility in this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
National Transport Authority for a direct response.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a reply within ten working days.

17/04/2018WRRRR02000Airport Development Projects

17/04/2018WRRRR021001226. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 538 of 27 March 2018, the legal basis upon which the DAA is per-
mitted to withhold public information from residents, namely, the longitudinal data which have 
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long been outstanding that are being withheld on the basis of pending litigation. [15304/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the daa has statutory responsibility to manage, operate and develop Dublin Airport, in-
cluding the North Runway project.  

As previously stated, the legal proceedings in question are not, in fact, completed. It would 
therefore be inappropriate for me to comment further on issues to which these proceedings re-
late.  I will be happy to arrange for the provision of any information that is appropriate to release 
when the litigation is concluded.

17/04/2018WRRRR02300Haulage Industry

17/04/2018WRRRR024001227. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to increase the number of non-EU work permits to allow an organisation (details sup-
plied) to fill vacancies in the truck driving industry; the working terms and conditions of those 
employed in the industry with specific reference to wage structures; the position regarding the 
roll-out of the three-year HGV driver apprenticeship by the organisation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15308/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Following a review 
carried out by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, during which my Depart-
ment was consulted, non-EU/EEA HGV drivers were removed temporarily from the Ineligible 
Categories of Employment List, subject to a maximum quota of 120 general employment per-
mits under the Employment Permit Regulations 2017 effective from 3 April 2017.

It is my understanding from the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation that a 
substantial number of the 120 permits available have not been availed of to date.  The position 
will be kept under review.

Wages in the haulage industry are subject to market conditions rather than direct regulation.  
The Workplace Relations Commission has responsibility for employee rights and the regula-
tions governing terms and conditions of employment.

The development of an apprenticeship programme for HGV drivers is a matter for SOLAS, 
the state agency with responsibility for the management of the national apprenticeship system.

17/04/2018WRRRR02600Legislative Measures

17/04/2018WRRRR027001228. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of Bills both enacted and published by his Department which originated in work carried 
out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years, in tabular form; the details of 
each Bill in the corresponding year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15356/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department has 
had no legislation which was either enacted or published that originated in work carried out by 
the Law Reform Commission.

17/04/2018WRRRR02900Greenways Provision
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17/04/2018WRRRR030001229. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the proposed Boyneside cycleway trail project for Drogheda and east County Meath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15363/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department is 
currently finalising our Greenways Strategy.  I expect to announce the funding call following 
the completion of the Strategy.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is responsible for the development and implemen-
tation of public transport and sustainable transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area 
(GDA).

I understand that the NTA has been working with the relevant local authority in progressing 
this particular cycleway.  Given the NTA’s involvement on this basis, I have referred your ques-
tion to the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a reply within 10 working days.

17/04/2018WRRRR03200Road Safety Authority Campaigns

17/04/2018WRRRR033001230. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has had engagement or consultation with the Road Safety Authority regarding the one meter 
clearance when overtaking a cyclist in 50km/h areas and under and 1.5 meters in areas over 
50km/h campaign; the research and briefing that was undertaken by him and-or the RSA re-
garding arriving at the conclusion that a one meter clearance when overtaking a cyclist in areas 
50km/h and under and 1.5 meters in areas over 50km/h are the most appropriate margins in re-
spect of a campaign (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15372/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In January this 
year, I tasked the Road Safety Authority with carrying out a study of best international practice 
in relation to the minimum passing distance when overtaking cyclists.  The Road Safety Au-
thority produced a report at the end of February, this report - a pre-legislative scrutiny examin-
ing the international research evidence in relation to minimum passing distances for cyclists - is 
available on my Department’s website www.dttas.ie (see Publications under the Roads section). 

17/04/2018WRRRR03500Road Projects Status

17/04/2018WRRRR036001231. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the Ardee bypass project; the projected end date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15375/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects  is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and 
prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with 
Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
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17/04/2018WRRRR03800Regional Airports

17/04/2018WRRRR039001232. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding Waterford Airport has received from his Department under the capital expenditure 
grant scheme in each of the years 2013 to 2017. [15402/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Regional Air-
ports Programme operated by my Department provides Exchequer funding in the form of both 
capital and operational grants towards necessary safety and security related projects and activi-
ties at the four regional airports, including Waterford Airport.

Details of grants, both capital and operational, provided to Waterford Airport under the Pro-
gramme for the years 2013 to 2017 are set out in the Table. 

Since Waterford Airport has not had any scheduled passenger air services since June 2016, 
no Exchequer funding was provided in 2017.  As the Deputy will be aware, the fundamental 
rationale for providing Exchequer support to any of the four regional airports is that scheduled 
services are provided at those airports on a year-round basis for the travelling public.

However, my Department provided a sum of €375,000 to the Airport in January last to safe-
guard the Coast Guard Search and Rescue service for the first six months of this year.  This was 
an exceptional measure, given the Airport’s current difficult financial situation and will ensure 
that the important work of the Search and Rescue service can continue while an evaluation of 
the Airport’s future is undertaken.

Table - Funding under Regional Airports Programme to Waterford Airport 2013-2017

Year Capital Grants (€)         Operating Grants (€) Total (€) 
2013 361,686  1,121,399  1,483,085
2014 533,210  1,038,784  1,571,994
2015 776,125  1,139,030  1,915,155
2016   18,381  1,020,215  1,038,596
2017  0  0  0
TOTAL 1,689,402  4,319,428  6,008,830

17/04/2018WRRRR04100Sports Capital Programme Expenditure

17/04/2018WRRRR042001233. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
allocated by sport or governing body since the sports capital programme was introduced; and 
the percentage each sport has received of the overall allocation during that period. [15403/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR04300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme is the primary vehicle for Government support for 
the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal 
sports equipment throughout the country.  Details of all allocations under the SCP since 1998 
are published on the Department’s website www.dttas.ie.

The Department moved to a new IT system in 2014 which provides a single system for 
managing all aspect of the Sports Capital Programme.  The breakdown of allocations by sport 
since this new IT system was introduced is contained in the table.  The allocations for individual 
clubs/organisations for the period 1998 to 2014 are also published.  The production of accurate 
consolidated information by sport for the 1998 to 2014 period would require significant re-
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sources to produce as such consolidated information is not readily available.   

SportSport Type Type € Allocated since 2014 % of Total
American Football 91,036 0.05%
Angling/Fishing 158,852 0.08%
Archery 173,139 0.09%
Athletics 2,545,478 1.34%
Badminton 391,996 0.21%
Baseball 12,800 0.01%
Basketball 436,552 0.23%
Billiards & Snooker 59,000 0.03%
Bowls 351,867 0.19%
Boxing 3,248,386 1.71%
Camogie 531,369 0.28%
Canoeing / Kayaking 682,113 0.36%
Clay Pigeon Shooting 78,500 0.04%
Community Games 251,300 0.13%
Cricket 754,203 0.40%
Cycling 292,686 0.15%
Diving/Snorkelling 980,296 0.52%
Equestrian Sports 368,200 0.19%
Fencing 24,199 0.01%
Gaelic Games (includes 
€30,000,000 towards re-
development of Páirc Uí 
Chaoimh)

85,810,198 45.16%

Golf 2,973,591 1.57%
Gymnastics 1,294,665 0.68%
Handball 1,422,820 0.75%
Hillwalking 145,000 0.08%
Hockey 1,520,706 0.80%
Judo 8,778 0.00%
Ladies Gaelic Football 17,600 0.01%
Martial Arts 323,569 0.17%
Modern Pentathlon 13,391 0.01%
Motor Sport 20,000 0.01%
Motorcycling 49,198 0.03%
Mountaineering 224,580 0.12%
Multi-sport 39,361,967 20.72%
Olympic Handball 20,000 0.01%
Orienteering 45,000 0.02%
Pitch and Putt 520,059 0.27%
Raquetball 12,000 0.01%
Rock Climbing 4,850 0.00%
Rowing 2,987,751 1.57%
Rugby 9,325,286 4.91%
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SportSport Type Type € Allocated since 2014 % of Total
Sailing 2,783,297 1.46%
Shooting Sports 97,729 0.05%
Skateboarding 4,000 0.00%
Skydiving 50,000 0.03%
Soccer 20,330,986 10.70%
Special Olympics 203,205 0.11%
Squash 182,500 0.10%
Surfing 12,500 0.01%
Swimming 1,412,508 0.74%
Table Tennis 81,800 0.04%
Taekwondo 50,215 0.03%
Tennis 6,233,225 3.28%
Tenpin bowling 8,000 0.00%
Triathlon 360,510 0.19%
Tug of War 22,752 0.01%
Volleyball 62,000 0.03%
Waterskiing & Wakeboard-
ing

88,000 0.05%

Weightlifting 103,806 0.05%
Wheelchair Sport 351,998 0.19%
Wrestling 28,500 0.01%
Grand Total 190,000,512 100.00%

17/04/2018WRRRR04400Road Projects Expenditure

17/04/2018WRRRR045001234. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of projects (details supplied) in each of the years from 2019 to 
2023, respectively. [15414/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR046001256. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the national road network in each of the years from 2019 to 
2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the projects; and the expected timeline for 
completion. [15507/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR047001257. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to enhancing capacity on the M50 and M11 in each of the years from 2019 
to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering these projects; and the expected timeline 
for completion. [15508/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR048001258. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of plans, announced in his speech on budget 2018, to relieve 
bottlenecks and improve access to regional locations in each of the years from 2019 to 2023, 
respectively; the exact projects that have been decided on; the funding allocated for each proj-
ect in each of the years 2019 to 2023; the estimated cost of delivering these projects; and the 
expected timeline for completion. [15509/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR049001259. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of M7 Naas bypass widening in each of the years from 2019 
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to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for 
completion. [15510/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR050001260. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the Dunkettle interchange in each of the years from 2019 
to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for 
completion. [15511/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR051001261. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N4 Collooney to Castlebaldwin road in each of the years 
from 2019 to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected 
timeline for completion. [15512/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR052001263. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of investment in roads in County Donegal after flooding in 
each of the years from 2019 to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; 
and the expected timeline for completion. [15514/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR053001265. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the M20 Cork to Limerick road in each of the years from 
2019 to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected time-
line for completion. [15516/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR054001266. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N6 Galway ring road in each of the years from 2019 to 
2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for 
completion. [15517/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR055001267. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the Listowel bypass in each of the years from 2019 to 2023, 
respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for comple-
tion. [15518/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR056001268. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N28 Cork to Ringaskiddy road in each of the years from 
2019 to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected time-
line for completion. [15519/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR057001269. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N21/N69 Limerick to Adare to Foynes road in each of 
the years 2019 to 2023; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline 
for completion. [15520/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR058001270. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N22 Ballyvourney to Macroom road in each of the 
years 2019 to 2023; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for 
completion. [15521/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR059001271. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N72/N73 Mallow relief road in each of the years 2019 
to 2023; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for completion. 
[15522/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR060001272. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N59 Moycullen bypass in each of the years from 2019 
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to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for 
completion. [15523/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR061001273. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N25 New Ross bypass in each of the years from 2019 
to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for 
completion. [15524/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR062001274. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the M11 Gorey to Enniscorthy road in each of the years 
from 2019 to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected 
timeline for completion. [15525/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR063001275. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N4 Collooney to Castlebaldwin road in each of the years 
from 2019 to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected 
timeline for completion. [15526/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR064001276. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N5 Westport to Turlough road in each of the years from 
2019 to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected time-
line for completion. [15527/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR065001277. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N5 Ballaghderreen to Scramogue road in each of the 
years from 2019 to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the ex-
pected timeline for completion. [15528/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR066001278. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N52 Ardee bypass in each of the years from 2019 to 
2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for 
completion. [15529/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR067001279. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N2 Slane bypass in each of the years from 2019 to 2023, 
respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for comple-
tion. [15530/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR068001280. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N56 Dungloe to Glenties road in each of the years from 
2019 to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected time-
line for completion. [15531/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR069001282. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the N56 Mountcharles to Inver road in each of the years 
from 2019 to 2023, respectively; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected 
timeline for completion. [15533/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR07000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1234, 1256 to 1261, inclusive, 1263, 1265 to 1280, inclusive, and 1282 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and operation of 
individual roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within the budget available to 
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it, the allocation of funding to individual projects is a matter for TII.

The first five year reporting period for the National Development Plan is 2018 to 2022 and 
indicative Exchequer costs are being compiled by TII for this period.  This will form the basis 
for updating the Capital Tracker which is published by the Department for Public Expenditure 
and Reform.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/04/2018WRRRR07100Sports Capital Programme Administration

17/04/2018WRRRR072001235. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the number of spot checks on capital projects in the past three years under the sports capi-
tal programme and swimming pools; the number of checks that raised concerns; the way in 
which these cases and-or issues were resolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15416/18]

17/04/2018WRRRR07300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Spot-checks in relation to the Sports Capital Programme (SCP) and Local Au-
thority Swimming Pool Programme (LASPP) are carried out in accordance with the relevant 
Department of Finance Guidelines and are carried out by the Finance Unit of my Department.  
Checks are undertaken in respect of payments made in the previous year so visits undertaken 
in 2017 related to payments made in 2016.  The checks are primarily designed to  ensure that 
the work undertaken by grantees is consistent with that indicated in the grant award, ensure that 
payments were paid correctly and in a timely manner, and that appropriate insurance is in place 
for grant aided facilities.  The inspections are also used to obtain feedback from grantees on the 
Sports Capital Programme. 

In relation to the inspections carried out in the last three years, the information sought by 
the Deputy is set out in the table.

Year of  Spot-check inspec-
tion

Number of checks Number of concerns raised

2015 13 SCP 1 LASPP 0
2016 14 SCP checks  1 LASPP 3 in relation to SCP
2017 19 SCP checks 1 LASPP 

check
0

In relation to the issues that caused concern in 2016, they included lack of adequate insur-
ance for sports equipment, lack of disabled access to playing areas and a delay in installing 
material funded by the Department.  Following subsequent liaison with the clubs in question, in 
all cases the matters were subsequently resolved to the satisfaction of the Department. 

17/04/2018WRRRR07400Sports Capital Programme Data

17/04/2018WRRRR075001236. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of sports capital grant applications received in 2016 and 2017; the number for those 
years that were declined; the number of applicants contacted prior to a decision on the grant to 
provide further information or offer clarity in respect of their application; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15417/18]
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17/04/2018WRRRR07600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme is the Government’s primary vehicle for sup-
porting the development of sports facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment 
throughout the country.

There was no round of the Sports Capital Programme (SCP) in 2016. Under the 2017 round 
of the Programme, 2,320 applications were submitted with 7 of these subsequently withdrawn 
by applicants.  

Applicants were only contacted by the Department during the assessment process for one 
of two  reasons:  Firstly where the online system had not forced them to upload a mandatory 
document or secondly, where they were party to a joint application and had also made an ap-
plication in their own right. In these latter cases, the organisation was asked which application 
it wished to have considered (under the terms of the SCP, organisations such as sports clubs and 
community groups are only allowed to have one application considered).  

Following the conclusion of the assessment process, all applicants were contacted with de-
tails of the outcome of the assessment of their application, including details of why applications 
were deemed invalid. A total of 663 applications were deemed either invalid or partially invalid. 
In the case of these invalid applications, all organisations were invited to appeal the decision if 
they believed an error was made in deeming their application invalid. 149 such appeals were 
submitted and of these 35 were upheld. 

Including these successful appeals, a total of 1,837 of the applications under the 2017 round 
of the programme received a grant offer. 

A review of the 2017 round of the programme is now being finalised and will be published 
on my Department’s website (www.dttas.ie) in the very near future. 

17/04/2018WRSSS00200National Lottery Funding Disbursement

17/04/2018WRSSS003001237. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has engaged with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to trying to 
free up funds from the unclaimed prize fund of the National Lottery to top up the sports capital 
programme; if not, his plans to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15418/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The recently published National Development Plan (NDP) contains a commit-
ment that at least €100m will be available for the Sports Capital Programme (SCP) over the 
coming four years. This amount will cover all existing commitments including all allocations 
made under the 2017 round of the SCP and will also allow for new allocations under the scheme. 

In relation to future rounds of the SCP, my Department will be engaging with the Depart-
ment of  Public Expenditure and Reform in the coming weeks in relation to the timing and the 
scale of the next round including the funding available for it. Any sources of additional fund-
ing will be considered in this context.  An announcement regarding the next round of the SCP 
will be made once these discussions are complete.

17/04/2018WRSSS00500Sport Ireland

17/04/2018WRSSS006001238. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the national evaluation and its outcomes that Sport Ireland carried out of the various 
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programmes developed and funded in 2016 in view of the fact that each programme was to have 
strict evaluation criteria with regard to learners’ reaction and impact of programmes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15421/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sport Ireland, which 
is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the promotion, devel-
opment and co-ordination of sport. This includes responsibility for the allocation of funding for 
sports programmes and their subsequent evaluation.

As the finer details of the reply to this question would be a matter for Sport Ireland, I have 
referred the question to Sport Ireland for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to inform my of-
fice if a reply is not received within 10 days.

17/04/2018WRSSS00800Sports Capital Programme Applications

17/04/2018WRSSS009001239. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
review the capital grant application of a club (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15428/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The organisation referred to by the Deputy made an application under the 2017 
Sports Capital Programme (SCP) but was deemed invalid at assessment stage for reasons which 
were notified to the club. All applicants deemed invalid or partially invalid were invited to 
appeal the Department’s decision if it was felt that an error had been made in the assessment 
process but the organisation in question did not lodge any such appeal. 

All clubs with applications that remain invalid have been informed that they can resubmit 
their 2017 application, along with any corrected documentation to make their application valid 
for the next round of the SCP without the necessity of submitting a full new application. I ex-
pect an announcement will be made shortly regarding when the new round of the programme 
will be open for applications.

17/04/2018WRSSS01100Road Toll Operators

17/04/2018WRSSS012001240. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 472 of 8 March 2018, if he will notify officials in the 
relevant section of his Department that a person (details supplied) continues to receive corre-
spondence from a toll operator; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15458/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The matter of the 
individual concerned receiving a penalty fine for an outstanding toll was addressed in my previ-
ous reply to PQ Ref 10953/18.

My Department notified eFlow that the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) record 
had been updated and that the individual concerned ceased to be the owner of the vehicle with 
effect from January 9, 2018.

My Departments officials have again contacted eFlow regarding this matter and have been 
informed that the notice they issued, dated March 27, 2018 was done so due to an administra-
tive error.

I understand that eFlow have contacted the individual concerned directly to apologise and 
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assure him that he is not responsible for payment of this fine, and that a letter from eFlow will 
also issue confirming same.

17/04/2018WRSSS01400Road Safety

17/04/2018WRSSS015001241. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of proposed minimum passing distances to increase the safety of cyclists; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15460/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I have put in motion 
the necessary steps to legislate for the introduction of a minimum passing distance (MPD) for 
cyclists. As all existing overtaking offences are set out in secondary legislation, this is the most 
appropriate route for introducing the MPD. Following the finalisation and approval by the Of-
fice of the Attorney General, the regulations will be introduced once the required equipment for 
measuring the minimum passing distance has been tested, approved and procured by An Garda 
Síochána.

17/04/2018WRSSS01700Public Transport

17/04/2018WRSSS018001242. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of improvements in public transport infrastructure referenced 
in his budget 2018 speech in each of the years 2019 to 2023; and the way in which the funds 
will be spent. [15493/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS019001243. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of BusConnects in each of the years 2019 to 2023; the esti-
mated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for completion of the project. 
[15494/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS020001244. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the upgrade to rail infrastructure in each of the years 2019 
to 2023; the estimated cost of delivering the required upgrade to rail infrastructure; the way in 
which the funding will be spent in each of the years 2019 to 2023; and the expected timeline for 
completion of an upgrade to rail infrastructure. [15495/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS021001245. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the city centre resignalling project in each of the years 2019 
to 2023; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for its comple-
tion. [15496/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS022001246. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the new central traffic control centre in each of the years 
2019 to 2023; the estimated cost of its delivery; and the expected timeline for completion. 
[15497/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS023001247. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to increasing the rail fleet in each of the years 2019 to 2023; the estimated cost 
of its delivery; and the expected timeline for completion. [15498/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS024001248. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of electrification of the northern line to Balbriggan in each of 
the years 2019 to 2023; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline 
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for completion. [15499/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS025001249. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of electrification of the Maynooth line in each of the years 
2019 to 2023; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for com-
pletion. [15500/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS026001250. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of electrification of the Kildare line to Hazelhatch in each of 
the years 2019 to 2023; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline 
for completion. [15501/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS027001251. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of investment in maintenance and safety projects on the rail 
network as referenced in his budget 2018 speech in each of the years 2019 to 2023. [15502/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS028001252. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the metro link in each of the years 2019 to 2023; the esti-
mated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for completion. [15503/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS029001253. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the retrofitting of existing public transport facilities to 
improve accessibility as referenced in his budget 2018 speech in each of the years 2019 to 
2023; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for completion. 
[15504/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS030001254. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the environmental sustainability schemes as referenced in 
his budget 2018 speech in each of the years 2019 to 2023; the estimated cost of delivering these 
schemes; and the expected timeline for completion. [15505/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS031001255. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the urban walking and cycling routes in each of the years 
2019 to 2023; the estimated cost of delivering the projects; the details of expected routes and 
projects; and the expected timeline for completion. [15506/18]

17/04/2018WRSSS03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1242 to 1255, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, Budget 2018 provided a four-year enhanced capital envelope for 
public transport of over €2.7 billion to 2021 including funding of over €400 million for invest-
ment in public transport in 2018.  As I announced at the time of Budget 2018, this increased 
funding will allow roll out of a number of key programmes to address congestion and emerging 
capacity constraints on our public transport system across our cities.  It includes: 

-  investment of more than €750m for the BusConnects programme - a transformative in-
vestment to enhance and expand the bus network, improving bus access through and around the 
Capital, and including designated segregated cycle lanes.

-  over €110 million for new urban cycling and walking routes in the Greater Dublin Area 
(GDA), and in Galway, Limerick, Cork and Waterford Cities areas, which will provide ad-
ditional sustainable travel options to complement increased capacity and faster, higher quality 
public transport in our main cities. 

-  over €220 million capital investment in additional heavy rail infrastructure between now 
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and 2021.  This will deliver:  the City Centre Re-signalling Project to improve speeds on main-
line rail; a new rail Central Traffic Control Centre; progress on the DART Expansion Pro-
gramme to include increase rail fleet and further progress on electrification of both the Northern 
rail line to Balbriggan and the Maynooth line.

-  funding of almost €460 million investment in light rail for additional Luas capacity - with 
additional trams and longer trams across the Luas network - and to progress the Metro Link, 
with construction work starting on the project in 2021, and passenger services commencing in 
2027.

-  investment in maintenance and safety projects to maintain safety and service levels in 
railway operations of our national railway system.

-  multi-annual funding of almost €30 million over the next four years to continue the pro-
gramme of retro-fitting older, existing public transport facilities to improve their accessibility 
features.  This effectively triples the previously planned investment amount.

-  funding in the region of €130 million over the next four years for traffic management, bus 
priority and other smarter travel projects in our cities.

-  €35 million to back new ideas that will help decarbonise the transport sector, including pi-
lot initiatives for low emission technologies. This is complemented by the investing of €15 mil-
lion in lower energy lighting on national roads.

Building on the enhanced 4-year capital allocations to Departments announced last October 
as part of Budget 2018, more recently we have now published the new National Development 
Plan (NDP) which will run from 2018 to 2027.  It sets out how the State’s overall capital invest-
ment of €116 billion for the lifetime of the NDP is being allocated on a thematic basis across 
all ten of the National Strategic Objectives (NSOs) that are identified in the National Planning 
Framework (NPF).  The NDP sets out Strategic Investment Priorities and indicates some of 
the specific investments which have been identified by the relevant Departments, including 
my own, as central to the delivery of the NPF vision.  The NDP is a 10-year investment plan 
and it recognises that there are different planning and delivery horizons applying to different 
types of capital expenditure depending, for example, on whether they involve the construction 
or development of major new infrastructure, the purchase of new capital assets, protecting the 
quality and value of existing infrastructure, or providing a programme of capital grants.

The NDP will enable extensive investment across Ireland’s transport sector, supporting and 
will support the overall development of an integrated and sustainable national public transport 
system.  Investment priorities to be delivered over the full lifetime of the NDP include the fol-
lowing:

-  delivery of the BusConnects programme,

-  provision of additional capacity on the Luas Green Line; 

-  construction and opening of the new MetroLink;

-  delivery of priority elements of the DART Expansion Programme, including investment 
in new train fleet, and extended electrification;

-  investment to protect the quality and value of the existing rail network and to support 
safety and service levels;

-  investment in strategic park and ride sites including investment in expanding existing 



Questions - Written Answers

580

parking facilities at rail and Luas locations; 

-  completing construction of the National Train Control Centre and the city centre resignal-
ling project; 

-  supporting programmes of railway and bus station improvement/development;

-  passenger information programmes; 

-  accessibility enhancements; 

-  smarter travel projects along with new urban walking and cycling routes; and 

-  the appraisal, planning and design of LUAS network expansions to ensure readiness when 
and where extensions are needed.

It is worth noting that as part of the annual Estimates process, the multi-annual capital al-
locations for Government Departments under the NDP will be reviewed and extended annually 
on a rolling basis to cover the coming 5-year period.  This will provide Government with an 
annual opportunity to review the allocations in light of any implementation issues arising and/
or new priorities which may emerge as the NDP is implemented.  

The NDP also commits to a full mid-term review of the Plan in 2022, to allow Government 
to take stock of progress in terms of delivery of the planned projects and programmes, and to al-
low Government to review and reaffirm its investment priorities.  It is envisaged that the review 
will be carried out in order to prepare and publish a new updated 10-year plan for public capital 
investment in 2023, covering the period 2023 to 2032. 

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) - working with 
the other relevant State bodies - is responsible in the main for ensuring the planning and deliv-
ery of the public transport infrastructure priorities.  Therefore, in light of the NTA’s role, I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for further response.

     Question Nos. 1256 to 1261, inclusive, answered with Question No. 1234.

17/04/2018WRTTT01000Sports Facilities Expenditure

17/04/2018WRTTT011001262. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the national velodrome and badminton centre in each of the 
years 2019 to 2023; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for 
completion. [15513/18]

17/04/2018WRTTT01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The recently launched 
National Development Plan 2018-2027 reiterated the Government’s commitment to the devel-
opment of the National Sports Campus. As part of this development, an amount of €16 million 
has been committed for the development of a National Velodrome and Badminton Centre. Plan-
ning permission is in place and construction is scheduled to commence in 2020. The project is 
due for completion by 2021.

The proposed facility will comprise a 250 metre cycling track, 12-16 Badminton Courts in 
the in-track area, spectator seating and ancillary facilities including office space. The Centre 
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will be developed by Sport Ireland to the construction specification of the Union Cycliste Inter-
nationale and the Badminton World Federation. 

As the first indoor velodrome on the island, this arena will be hugely valuable resource for 
our athletes while also helping to increase participation levels in both cycling and badminton.

Question No. 1263 answered with Question No. 1234.

17/04/2018WRTTT01400Sports Capital Programme Expenditure

17/04/2018WRTTT015001264. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund in each of the years 2019 to 
2023; and the projects planned to be undertaken in this time. [15515/18]

17/04/2018WRTTT01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Up to now, the Sports Capital Programme (SCP) has been the primary means of 
providing Government support to sports clubs and organisations for sports capital works. In re-
lation to future investment, the recently published National Development Plan (NDP) contains 
a commitment to establish a new “Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund” (LSSIF) with at least 
€100m available over the coming years. 

The annual amounts provided for the fund will be decided as part of each Estimates process 
and the capacity of chosen projects to draw down funding will be relevant in this regard. The 
NDP also commits to a full mid-term review of the Plan in 2022, to allow the Government to 
take stock of progress in terms of delivery of the planned projects and programmes, and to al-
low Government to review and confirm its investment priorities. The review will be carried 
out in order to prepare and publish a new updated 10-year plan for public capital investment in 
2023, covering the period 2023 to 2032.

My officials will draft the terms and conditions of the new LSSIF over the coming months. 
The Fund will be for larger projects where the proposed Government contribution would ex-
ceed the amount currently available for individual larger projects under the SCP. All projects 
funded under the scheme will be subject to the Public Spending Code and State Aid require-
ments. In terms of calls for proposals, it is envisaged that the views of the National Governing 
Bodies of Sport and local authorities would be sought regarding the prioritisation of projects for 
possible inclusion. In advance of the call for proposals, it is not possible to say which specific 
projects will be funded. 

Question No. 1265 to 1280, inclusive, answered with Question No. 1234.

17/04/2018WRUUU00650Road Projects Expenditure

17/04/2018WRUUU013001281. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to the delivery of the A5 road development in each of the years 2019 to 
2023; the estimated cost of delivering the project; and the expected timeline for completion. 
[15532/18]

17/04/2018WRUUU01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The planning and 
implementation of the A5 project is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland authorities.  The 
Stormont House Agreement and Implementation Plan - A Fresh Start - reaffirmed the Govern-
ment’s commitment to provide funding of £50 million for the A5 project and committed an 
additional £25 million to ensure that Phase 1 of the project (Newbuildings to north of Strabane) 
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can commence as soon as the necessary planning issues have been resolved by the Northern 
Ireland authorities.  In this context the commencement of this project has been subject to vari-
ous legal challenges. 

Under the 2017 Capital Plan Review provision was made for my Department to meet the 
Government’s €75 million (sterling) funding commitment under the Fresh Start Agreement 
in the period 2019 to 2021.  

Question No. 1282 answered with Question No. 1234.

17/04/2018WRUUU01600Seirbhísí Iompair

17/04/2018WRUUU017001283. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Iompair, Turasóireachta agus Spóirt 
an bhfuil i gceist aige rialacha nó dlí a thabhairt isteach lena gcuirfí iallach ar sholáthraithe 
seirbhísí bus rialta faoi cheadúnas ó ÚNI leithreas a bheith ar a gcuid busanna acu i gcás an 
tseirbhís do thógáil níos mó ná dhá uair an chloig go dtí an ceann scríbe; agus an ndéanfaidh sé 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [15554/18]

17/04/2018WRUUU01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Tá an tÚdarás 
Náisiúnta Iompair (ÚNI) freagrach as ceadúnú Seirbhísí Paisinéirí Bus Poiblí faoi fhorálacha 
an Achta um Rialáil Iompair Phoiblí, 2009.  Sheoil mé do cheist chuig an ÚNI le freagra a she-
loadh chugat féin go díreach.  

Cuir m’oifig phríobháideach ar an eolas le do thoil, mura bhfaigheann tú freagra laistigh de 
10 lá oibre.

17/04/2018WRUUU01900Rail Network Expansion

17/04/2018WRUUU020001284. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the review of the feasibility of opening the second phase of the western rail corridor from Tuam 
to Claremorris will commence in view of the recent commitment in Project Ireland 2040 on 
this matter; the terms of reference of the review; the person or body will carry out the review; if 
public consultation will form part of the review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15574/18]

17/04/2018WRUUU02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, both the “Programme for a Partnership Government” and the recently-published “Na-
tional Development Plan” commit to independent review of the costings for a proposal to ex-
tend the existing Western Rail Corridor.  My Department is currently at an advanced stage in 
developing an approach for progressing such a review in line with these commitments, and 
I expect to be in a position shortly to decide on the approach to be taken.  I am cognisant of the 
need for stakeholder consultation as part of the process, and can assure the Deputy that this will 
be an integral part of the review’s arrangements.   

17/04/2018WRUUU02200Road Network

17/04/2018WRUUU023001285. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to the number of times the Limerick tunnel was closed in 2016 and 
2017 and to date in 2018, due to over height vehicles especially on the northbound approach to 
the tunnel; the actions he will take to minimise tunnel closures due to this ongoing problem; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [15646/18]

17/04/2018WRUUU024001286. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to the number of times the Limerick tunnel was closed in 2016, 
2017 and to date in 2018, due to over height vehicles; if there is an additional cost to the State 
due to the lower than expected number of vehicles using the tunnel; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15647/18]

17/04/2018WRUUU02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1285 and 1286 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and operation of 
individual roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/04/2018WRUUU02700Public Transport

17/04/2018WRUUU028001287. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the decision to reduce the trams on the Luas Red line (details supplied); his further views 
on the impact on the frequency of Luas trams; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15732/18]

17/04/2018WRUUU02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland and Transdev and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days

17/04/2018WRVVV00200Harbour Authorities

17/04/2018WRVVV003001288. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
a company (details supplied) is compelled in line with the Government ports policy to take on 
overall responsibility for Dún Laoghaire Harbour; and if funding will be provided to create a 
reserve to assist Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council in outstanding liabilities as part of 
a final agreement of transfer. [15737/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Dun Laoghaire 
Harbour Company (DLHC), as a Port of Regional Significance, is designated under National 
Ports Policy 2013 to transfer to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council.  The Harbours Act 
2015 provides the necessary legal framework for the transfer to take place.

In preparation for the transfer of the port, the Chief Executive (CE) undertook both a due 
diligence and a risk assessment.  At a special meeting of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County 
Council on 6th March 2018, the CE presented her final report to Council.

National Ports Policy recognised that the future of Dun Laoghaire port lies in marine leisure, 
maritime tourism, cultural amenity and urban redevelopment. In addition, it clearly states that 
there is no Exchequer funding for any port company. 
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On transfer, all assets and liabilities will transfer to the local authority.  In addition, 
the port will continue to generate income from marine-related and other activities such as rents, 
leases and car parks. In the ports sector, remedial and engineering works are normally priori-
tised and the funding of those works is planned and the funding allocated to undertake those 
works over a period of time (immediate, medium and long term).

17/04/2018WRVVV00500Road Safety

17/04/2018WRVVV006001289. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will hold discussions with the motor industry and promote policies to ensure that all new 
cars and commercial vehicles have advanced driver assistance systems as standard features of 
all new vehicles being imported here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15745/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV007001291. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will promote policies to ensure that key advanced driver assistance systems (details sup-
plied) become standard features of all vehicles being driven on roads here to move towards an 
Irish vision zero road deaths and injuries target; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15747/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1289 and 1291 together.

My Department is fully committed to promoting safety on Irish roads and is constantly 
working to improve standards.  I would be glad to facilitate discussions with representatives 
from the motor industry in order to advance that aim.

A number of legislative policies governing vehicle safety standards are already in effect.  
The current Regulations (EC) No 661/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
13 July 2009 concerning type-approval for the general safety of motor vehicles, their trailers 
and systems, components and separate technical units, underpins the construction requirements 
for new vehicles.  This Regulation contains provisions relating to the mandatory fitment of 
certain advanced safety features such as Electronic Stability Control Systems (ESC), Advanced 
Braking Systems (ABS) and Lane Departure Warning Systems (LDW) and has applied since 1 
November 2011.  

Further to this, the European New Car Assessment Programme (EURO NCAP) is a vehicle 
safety rating system used to rate the performance of a vehicle over a range of tests aiming to 
replicate crash scenarios.  The EURO NCAP provides an assessment of the safety performance 
of some of the most popular cars sold in Europe which consumers can use to compare the safety 
performance of similarly sized vehicles.

17/04/2018WRVVV00900Driver Test

17/04/2018WRVVV010001290. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the way in which he plans to address concerns over the high level of no-shows at driver tests; 
the way in which he will encourage learner drivers to complete their training; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15746/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.
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Question No. 1291 answered with Question No. 1289.

17/04/2018WRVVV01300Airport Authorities

17/04/2018WRVVV014001292. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
his Department has undertaken to operate a piece of equipment (details supplied) at airports 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15767/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The matter raised 
by the Deputy in relation to the use of a specific piece of equipment at airports in Ireland is an 
operational matter for the airports themselves.

Specifically in relation to the three State airports at Dublin, Cork and Shannon, the daa and 
Shannon Group have statutory responsibility to operate, manage and develop those airports.  
In the circumstances, I have forwarded the question to the companies for direct reply. If the 
Deputy does not receive a reply within ten working days, please advise my Private Office.

17/04/2018WRVVV01600Rail Services

17/04/2018WRVVV017001293. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it is stan-
dard practice for Irish Rail to confiscate a return ticket from a student (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15780/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is an 
operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the com-
pany for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 
ten working days.

17/04/2018WRVVV01900National Driver Licensing Service

17/04/2018WRVVV020001294. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the number of the 9,449 drivers disqualified in court in 2017 that surrendered their licence to 
the RSA’s NDLS. [15793/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority, I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

17/04/2018WRVVV02200Driver Licences

17/04/2018WRVVV023001295. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the number of learner drivers that obtained their learner permit on or after 1 August 2014 that 
were since disqualified having reached the threshold of seven penalty points; the number of 
those learners that surrendered their licence to the NDLS; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15794/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The number of learner 
drivers that have obtained their learner permit on or from 1st August 2014 to 31st March 2018 is 
218,754, of which 544 learner drivers have been disqualified having reached the seven penalty 
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points threshold and 263 of these learner drivers have surrendered their licence to the NDLS.

17/04/2018WRVVV02500Swimming Pool Programme

17/04/2018WRVVV026001296. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for a public swimming pool in north County Kildare in view of the fact no such facility 
exists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15811/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV02700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme (LASPP) provides grant aid 
to local authorities towards the capital costs of new swimming pools or the refurbishment of 
existing pools.  

In January 2016 the Department contacted local authorities and sought expressions of inter-
est in a limited round of swimming pool allocations.  There were three expressions of interest 
received for new pools, two of which were valid and both in Dublin, one in Lucan and the other 
in Ballyogan.  The third was for North Kildare but was not valid as the Council did not have 
title to the proposed site.  Following consideration of the expressions of interest, and the two 
valid proposals for new pools, it was decided to include the proposal from South Dublin County 
Council (SDCC) for a new swimming pool in Lucan in the LASPP.

Accordingly, there are now four swimming pool projects in the current LASPP and the pri-
ority in 2018 will be on progressing these projects.

In relation to the future funding of swimming pools, the upcoming National Sports Policy, 
which I expect will be considered by Government in the coming weeks, with a view to its pub-
lication shortly thereafter, will include a specific focus on how Government should fund sports 
facilities, including swimming pools, in the years ahead.

17/04/2018WRVVV02800Road Projects Status

17/04/2018WRVVV029001297. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of a road project (details supplied); the proposed timeline for progression; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15821/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects  is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and 
prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with 
Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/04/2018WRVVV03100Sport Ireland

17/04/2018WRVVV032001298. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if matters 
related to an organisation (details supplied) will be clarified; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [15838/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV033001304. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the sig-
nificant budget changes in an organisation (details supplied) will be examined; if a clarification 
of a rise in staff costs and reduction in athlete grants will be sought; if an explanation from the 
organisation on the new ratio split between staff costs and athlete funding will be sought; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16011/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV03400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1298 and 1304 together.

Sport Ireland is the statutory body with responsibility for the promotion, development and 
co-ordination of sport.  This includes responsibility for the allocation of funding to the Na-
tional Governing Bodies of sport, including to the organisation mentioned by the Deputy.  I 
have therefore referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

17/04/2018WRVVV03500Airport Passenger Data

17/04/2018WRVVV036001299. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the market 
share of each airport here for each year since 2005; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15852/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Central Statistics 
Office (CSO) publishes data relating to passenger numbers for Irish airports annually.  The De-
partment of Transport and Tourism also publishes data relating to passenger numbers for Irish 
airports quarterly, although this data is provisional and subject to review.  However, in order to 
be of assistance to the Deputy, information on the market share for the airports, based on the 
information available to the Department, is set out in the table attached.

Passenger Number Distribution by Airport (%)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

DUBLIN 72.3 73.1 74.6 75.3 75.4 77.6 78.6 79.9 81.1 81.7 83.8 84.6 85.1

CORK 10.7 10.4 10.2 10.5 10.2 10.2 9.9 9.8 9.1 8.1 6.9 6.8 6.6

SHAN-
NON

12.9 12.5 11.6 10.2 10.3 7.4 6.9 5.8 5.6 6.2 5.7 5.3 5.0

DONE-
GAL

0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

KERRY 1.5 1.4 1.2 1.4 1.3 1.6 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0

KNOCK 2.1 2.2 1.8 2.0 2.2 2.5 2.7 2.9 2.7 2.6 2.3 2.2 2.2

WATER-
FORD*

0.3 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.05 0.01

17/04/2018WRVVV03800Driver Licence Applications

17/04/2018WRVVV039001300. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the identification documents required when applying for a driver licence or learner permit in 
view of the recent different reports from the Road Safety Authority; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15924/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.



Questions - Written Answers

588

17/04/2018WRVVV04100Bus Services

17/04/2018WRVVV042001301. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the proposals for BRT between Swords and Dublin city centre in view of the recently 
announced MetroLink plans; if the BRT scheme will be progressed during the planning and 
construction phase of MetroLink; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15985/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, Budget 2018 provides for an increase in the multi-annual capital investment for public 
transport with a four-year capital envelope of €2.7 billion over the period 2018-2021.  This 
substantial multi-annual envelope includes funding of over €770 million for the BusConnects 
programme to fundamentally transform our bus system, so that journeys for bus passengers will 
be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable. 

The recently launched National Development Plan also identifies the BusConnects pro-
gramme as well as MetroLink as key public transport investment priorities for completion in 
the GDA over the period of the plan. 

I wish to advise the Deputy, that work is ongoing on the redesign of the bus services network 
in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) and also on infrastructure proposals for Core Bus Corridors 
which will be an integral part of the programme.  When this work is complete, the Nation-
al Transport Authority (NTA) will launch a number of public consultations over the coming 
months.  The results of the public consultation will inform the final decisions to be made on the 
network redesign and Core Bus Corridors routes.  Furthermore, integration between MetroLink 
and other modes of transport including BusConnects is a feature of the recent MetroLink public 
consultation material published by the NTA and TII.  

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter I have referred the Deputy’s query to the NTA 
for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
10 working days.

17/04/2018WRVVV04400Greenways Development

17/04/2018WRVVV045001302. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
he plans to launch the National Greenways Strategy; the reason for the delay in this regard; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15990/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I expect to be in a po-
sition to launch the National Greenways Strategy before the end of Q2 2018.  The Strategy will, 
amongst other things, set out the criteria for projects to be eligible for funding over the coming 
decade.  Many submissions were made during the public consultation process.  All of these 
have been considered and some matters remain to be addressed before the strategy is finalised.

The Strategy will determine the type of project that will be funded over the coming decade 
by my Department.  I was very pleased to achieve additional funding for Greenways last year 
and expect that the €56m to be spent between this year and 2021 will see a number of high qual-
ity Greenways built around the country.

17/04/2018WRVVV04700Driver Licences

17/04/2018WRVVV048001303. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
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a HGV driver licence is now only issued for five years in view of the fact that a regular driver 
licence is issued for ten years at the same cost; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15996/18]

17/04/2018WRVVV04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Categories of driv-
ing licence and periods of validity are set in the first instance at EU level.  Member States may 
lower the period in cases where a person’s medical condition means that a shorter term of valid-
ity followed by a renewed medical report is required.

EU law requires that the period of validity for a category C licence - which covers HGVs 
- should be 5 years, while a category B licence - for a car - has a period of 10 years.  This has 
been the case since January 2013.

Question No. 1304 answered with Question No. 1298.

17/04/2018WRWWW00200Fáilte Ireland

17/04/2018WRWWW003001305. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the second round of Fáilte Ireland grants will be delivered; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16047/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): This is a matter for the board and management of Fáilte Ireland.  Accordingly, I 
have referred the Deputy’s question to the agency for further information and direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

17/04/2018WRWWW00500Road Projects Data

17/04/2018WRWWW006001306. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
major road projects planned to be completed before the end of 2021 under the current national 
development plan, NDP; the progress to date with the design, planning and construction of each 
project; the projected cost; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16051/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and operation of individual roads is a matter 
for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned.  Within the budget available to it, the allocation of funding to 
individual projects is a matter for TII.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to TII for direct re-
ply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

As regards major regional road projects, implementation of these projects is the responsibil-
ity of the relevant road authority.  The following table sets out the information available to my 
Department:

Total Esti-
mated Cost 
of   Project  
€m   

Name of 
Project    

Location 
(County)   

Status of 
Project   

Construction 
Timescale   

Completion 
Date   
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18 Garavogue 
River and ap-
proach roads

Sligo Land acquisi-
tion, advance 
works and 
preparation 
of   contract   
documents. 

2.5 yrs 2021

11 Tralee North-
ern Relief 
Road

Kerry At Detailed 
Appraisal

3 yrs 2021

15 R498 Latter-
agh realign-
ment

Tipperary At planning 
stage

3 yrs 2021

16 Shannon 
Crossing

Clare At land 
acquisition 
stage

2.5 yrs 2021

16 Sligo West-
ern Distribu-
tor Road

Sligo At land 
acquisition 
and advance 
works stage

2 yrs 2020

42 Portlaoise 
Southern 
Distributor 
road

Laois At tender 
stage

2yrs 2020

67 R407 Sallins 
By Pass 

Kildare At Construc-
tion.

3 yrs 2020

18 Adamstown 
and Nangor 
Road Im-
provements

Dublin At Construc-
tion 

2 yrs 2019

17/04/2018WRWWW00800Rail Network Expansion

17/04/2018WRWWW009001307. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rail 
projects planned for completion before the end of 2021 under the national development plan, 
NDP; the progress to date with the design, planning and construction of each project; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16052/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The recently pub-
lished National Development Plan (NDP) sets out how the State’s overall capital investment of 
€116 billion for the lifetime of the NDP 2018-2027 is being allocated on a thematic basis across 
all ten of the National Strategic Objectives (NSOs) that are identified in the National Planning 
Framework (NPF).  The NDP sets out Strategic Investment Priorities and indicates some of 
the specific investments which have been identified by the relevant Departments, including 
my own, as central to the delivery of the NPF vision.  The NDP is a 10-year investment plan 
and it recognises that there are different planning and delivery horizons applying to different 
types of capital expenditure depending, for example, on whether they involve the construction 
or development of major new infrastructure, the purchase of new capital assets, protecting the 
quality and value of existing infrastructure, or providing a programme of capital grants.

The NDP will enable extensive investment across Ireland’s transport sector, and the rail-
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based investments that it will support will contribute to the overall development of an integrated 
and sustainable national public transport system.  Specifically in the rail area, the investment 
priorities to be delivered over the full lifetime of the NDP include the following:

-  construction of the new MetroLink;

-  delivery of priority elements of the DART Expansion Programme, including investment 
in new train fleet, and extended electrification;

-  investment to protect the quality and value of the existing rail network and to support 
safety and service levels;

-  delivery of additional capacity on the Luas Green Line; 

-  investment in strategic park and ride sites including investment in expanding existing 
parking facilities at rail and Luas locations; 

-  completing construction of the National Train Control Centre and the city centre resignal-
ling project; 

-  supporting programmes of railway station improvement/development;

-  passenger information programmes; 

-  accessibility enhancements; and

-  the appraisal, planning and design of LUAS network expansions to ensure readiness when 
and where extensions are needed. 

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport and the National Transport Authority (NTA) - working 
with the other relevant State bodies - is responsible in the main for ensuring the planning and 
delivery of the rail based public transport infrastructure priorities.  Therefore, in light of the 
NTA’s role, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for further response.

17/04/2018WRWWW01100Sports Capital Programme

17/04/2018WRWWW012001308. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when he plans to launch the next round of the sports capital grant programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16061/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The 2017 round of 
the Sports Capital Programme (SCP) closed for applications on the 24th February 2017.  In 
November and December last, Minister Ross and I announced €60m in allocations to a record 
1,800 projects under the 2017 round. 

A review of the 2017 round of the programme is now being finalised and will be published 
on my Department’s website (www.dttas.ie) in the very near future.

17/04/2018WRWWW01400National Transport Authority

17/04/2018WRWWW015001309. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the NTA has prepared a code of practice providing practical guidance regarding compliance 
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with the Vehicle Clamping Act 2015 and the regulations and establishing standards in relation 
to the general behaviour, performance of duties and conduct of parking controllers and clamp-
ing operators with regard to clamping activities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16080/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is 
a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days.

17/04/2018WRWWW01700Rail Network Expansion

17/04/2018WRWWW018001310. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the proposed independent review into the western rail corridor will be completed and pub-
lished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16126/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, both the “Programme for a Partnership Government” and the recently-published “Na-
tional Development Plan” commit to independent review of the costings for a proposal to ex-
tend the existing Western Rail Corridor.  My Department is currently at an advanced stage in 
developing an approach for progressing such a review in line with these commitments, and 
I expect to be in a position shortly to decide on the approach to be taken.  I am cognisant of the 
need for stakeholder consultation as part of the process, and can assure the Deputy that this will 
be an integral part of the review’s arrangements.

17/04/2018WRWWW02000National Transport Authority

17/04/2018WRWWW021001311. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the National Transport Authority’s national rail review will be published; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16127/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Rail Review 
Report was undertaken jointly by the National Transport Authority (NTA) and Iarnród Éireann 
and was published in 2016. 

The public consultation process held by the NTA following the publication of the Rail Re-
view in 2016 helped to begin an informed discussion about the current and future role of rail 
transport in Ireland. Over 300 submissions were received in response to that consultation pro-
cess. The NTA has prepared a report of those submissions, which it recently updated to reflect 
the increased funding made available in Budget 2018 for both current subvention and, in par-
ticular, the Capital Plan 2018 to 2021.   

The NTA’s updated report on the consultation was received by my Department in February.  
I intend is to bring the updated consultation report to Government shortly and I would expect 
that the consultation report would then be published thereafter by the NTA.

17/04/2018WRWWW02300Road Safety

17/04/2018WRWWW024001312. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will address a matter regarding safety improvements at a road junction (details supplied); 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16149/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and operation of individual roads is a matter 
for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned.  Within the budget available to it, the allocation of funding to 
individual projects is a matter for TII.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to TII for direct re-
ply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/04/2018WRWWW02600Public Transport

17/04/2018WRWWW027001313. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of quality bus corridors in Dublin that constitute 100% of the route from terminus to termi-
nus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16281/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW028001314. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
first quality bus corridor will be introduced under BusConnects; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16282/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1313 and 1314 together.

As the Deputy is aware, Budget 2018 provides for an increase in the multi-annual capital 
investment for public transport with a four-year capital envelope of €2.7 billion over the period 
2018-2021. This substantial multi-annual envelope includes funding of over €770 million for 
the BusConnects programme to fundamentally transform our bus system, so that journeys for 
bus passengers will be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable. 

The recently launched National Development Plan also identifies the BusConnects pro-
gramme as a key public transport investment priority for completion in the GDA over the period 
of the plan. 

Work is ongoing on the redesign of the bus services network in the Greater Dublin Area 
(GDA) and also on infrastructure proposals for Core Bus Corridors which will be an integral 
part of the programme.  When this work is complete, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
will launch public consultations in the coming months. The results of the public consultation 
will inform the final decisions to be made on the network redesign and Core Bus Corridors 
routes. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply on BusConnects and to his query on the  number and length of 
Quality Bus Corridors currently in use. Please contact my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

17/04/2018WRWWW03100Traffic Management

17/04/2018WRWWW032001315. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he has taken to date to alleviate city centre traffic congestion; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16300/18]
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17/04/2018WRWWW03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy will re-
call that, in 2015, Dublin City Council and the National Transport Authority (NTA) jointly 
published the Dublin City Centre Transport Study setting out the various measures proposed to 
ensure the efficient functioning of transport within Dublin’s city centre.  In preparing the study, 
Dublin City Council and the NTA reviewed the current and future transportation needs of the 
City Centre.  Their report recognised that the continued and welcome economy recovery and 
increased employment would lead to traffic congestion and longer journey times on the key 
routes to Dublin City and within the City Centre itself, and therefore that positive interventions 
would be needed so as to counteract this trend.  The report acknowledged measures that were 
being taken in preparation for the new Luas Cross City line.  It also acknowledged the poten-
tial impact on the reliability of the bus network given its interaction with other road traffic and 
pointed out that a rebalancing of the available road space would be required on various streets 
to facilitate the introduction of additional capacity for public transport, cycling and walking.  
Overall, the Report identified that significant changes to the traffic network in the City Centre 
would be necessary.  Through a multi-agency approach by NTA, DCC, and TII working in con-
junction with the various Public Transport Operators, the measures set out in the 2015 Study 
are being progressed so as to ensure that Dublin City transport system is capable of operating 
efficiently and reliably, with consistent journey times, and that it is facilitating the City’s con-
tinued development and growth.

As Minister for Transport, I am ensuring continued investment to build on recent public 
transport projects and initiatives across the Dublin region to alleviate congestion including the 
city centre rail signalling upgrade, the opening of the Phoenix Park Tunnel, Luas Cross City, 
ongoing bus fleet replacement and expansion, and other sustainable transport projects such as 
building cycling and walking networks and the expansion of public bicycle share schemes.

Looking to the future I have ensured that Budget 2018 increased the multi-annual capital in-
vestment funding envelopes for the coming four-year period, including providing an enhanced 
capital envelope of €2.7 billion for Ireland’s public transport investment programme between 
2018 and 2021. Furthermore, Government’s Public Transport investment priorities are also set 
out in the recently published National Development Plan (NDP) and include the aim of improv-
ing and expanding attractive and sustainable public transport capacity alternatives to private 
based car transport to reduce congestion in the Dublin Area. These alternatives include pro-
grammes such as BusConnects, MetroLink, DART expansion, continued investment in Dub-
lin’s light rail and heavy rail networks, cycling and walking and traffic management measures. 
These programmes will be implemented by the NTA which has statutory responsibility for 
development of Public Transport in the GDA. All the planned investment in public transport 
combined will add greatly to the choice and experience of the travelling public, connecting 
more people with more places and ease congestion in Ireland’s cities.

Noting the responsibility of the NTA in this matter, I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions 
to the NTA for a more detailed reply. Please inform my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

17/04/2018WRWWW03400Road Network

17/04/2018WRWWW035001316. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding road markings in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16331/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
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national roads programme.  The planning, design and operation of individual roads is a matter 
for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned.  Within the budget available to it, the allocation of funding to 
individual projects is a matter for TII.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to TII for direct re-
ply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/04/2018WRWWW03700Road Safety Authority Campaigns

17/04/2018WRWWW038001317. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount spent by the Road Safety Authority, RSA, in 2017 and to date in 2018, on promoted 
social media advertisements and content by the amount spent per campaign and social media 
platform; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16385/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

17/04/2018WRWWW04000Rail Services Provision

17/04/2018WRWWW041001318. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
frequency of trains on the Maynooth to Connolly route will be increased in view of the number 
of large scale developments planned or under way in western areas of County Dublin; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16416/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is 
a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Iarnród Éireann and 
I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

17/04/2018WRWWW04300Bus Services

17/04/2018WRWWW044001319. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
more direct bus route to connect western areas of County Dublin and the south side of Dublin 
city centre will be deployed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16417/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with the relevant transport 
operator and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

17/04/2018WRWWW04600Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRWWW047001320. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of clerical officers and clerical assistants in his Department on temporary contracts 
by years of service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil Service 
when they have served a fixed period of time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[16438/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): There are currently 7 
Clerical Officers on temporary assignment in my Department.  There are no Clerical Assistants.

The duration  and period of a temporary contract varies from post to post. There is no en-
titlement to a permanent position.

17/04/2018WRWWW04900Coast Guard Services

17/04/2018WRWWW050001321. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of missions carried out by Irish Coast Guard helicopter crews by search and rescue base in 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16681/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW051001322. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of missions carried out by Irish Coast Guard helicopter crews by search and rescue base in 
2017 specifically to assist the national ambulance service; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16682/18]

17/04/2018WRWWW05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1321 and 1322 together.

Coast Guard helicopter services are provided under contract to my Department by CHC 
Ireland. These services are delivered from four bases located at Sligo, Shannon, Waterford and 
Dublin airports. The primary role of the Coast Guard helicopter service is maritime search and 
rescue. In addition aeromedical support services are provided under arrangements agreed with 
the HSE National Ambulance Service on a request and ‘as available’ basis. Coordination of 
these services is managed by Coast Guard Rescue Coordination centres based in Malin Head, 
Valentia and Dublin.

In 2017 Coast Guard helicopters were tasked for a total of 755 missions of which 144 were 
carried out on request from the National Ambulance Service. Of these, 74 were provided by the 
Sligo Base, 48 by the Shannon base, 14 by the Waterford base and 8 by the Dublin base.

In relation to the overall number of missions, 308 were operated by the Sligo base, 231 by 
the Shannon base, 117 by the Waterford base and 99 by the Dublin base.

17/04/2018WRXXX00300Project Ireland 2040

17/04/2018WRXXX004001323. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
under Project Ireland 2040 for Waterford Airport; his plans in the short term to extend the run-
way; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16683/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The new National 
Development Plan, Project Ireland 2040, provides for continued Exchequer support for the 
smaller regional airports through my Department’s Regional Airports Programme.

As the Deputy will be aware, capital supports under this Programme are targeted at grant-
aiding investments in the areas of safety and security and to assist the smaller airports in ensur-
ing compliance with international regulatory requirements in these areas. 

Waterford Airport has received substantial Exchequer support in the past under the Regional 
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Airports Programme - €20 million over the past 10 years - to assist it with implementing neces-
sary safety and security related projects and activities.  

The scope of the Regional Airports Programme does not extend to supporting  the develop-
ment of capacity expansions at the regional airports. The Exchequer does not invest in airports 
for development purposes, whether at State airports or regional airports.  Decisions of that 
nature - for example, the proposed runway extension at Waterford - are commercial matters for 
airports themselves and are outside the scope of the Programme. 

Unfortunately, Waterford Airport has been without any scheduled air services since mid-
2016. We must have regard to the prudent use of taxpayers’ money and we will not be in a posi-
tion to consider further Exchequer support for Waterford unless and until we have visibility on a 
sustainable future for the airport. The airport authorities in Waterford are aware of this position.

The current position is that my Department is arranging for an independent consultant to 
undertake a review of the options for Waterford Airport and it is hoped to have this review 
completed by mid-year.

17/04/2018WRXXX00600Roads Maintenance

17/04/2018WRXXX007001324. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
in the short term to address poor road quality, potholes and so on in rural areas as a result of 
the extreme weather events experienced in recent months; and the extra funds that have been 
allocated to each local authority to address these issues in tabular form. [16684/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of local authorities, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are 
funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selec-
tion and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

I announced the 2018 regional and local road allocations on 29th January and all grant fund-
ing available to my Department has now been allocated.  It is for each Council to determine its 
priorities and decide its work programme on that basis, taking available grant funding and its 
own resources into account.  At present, there is no additional funding available to my Depart-
ment.

17/04/2018WRXXX00900Road Projects

17/04/2018WRXXX010001325. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when up-
grade works to the N4 will be carried out; the timeframe for these works. [16742/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and operation of individual roads is a matter 
for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned.  Within the budget available to it, the allocation of funding to 
individual projects is a matter for TII.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to TII for direct re-
ply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
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17/04/2018WRXXX01200Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

17/04/2018WRXXX013001326. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
length of time the women’s refuge in Rathmines has been closed; when it is planned to reopen; 
her plans to open additional refuges in the Dublin region; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [16389/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has statutory responsibility for the care and protection of victims of domes-
tic, sexual and gender-based violence. 

I have requested the required information from Tusla in order to respond to this question. I 
will forward this information to the Deputy when it has been received.

17/04/2018WRXXX01500Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

17/04/2018WRXXX016001327. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
reason requests by individuals and groups to have their evidence heard in public have been re-
fused by the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [16714/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In accordance 
with section 9 of the Commissions of Investigation Act 2004, it is essential to recognise that the 
Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes is independent in the performance 
of its functions. The engagement with witnesses is a matter for the Commission to manage and 
progress and I do not have any role or information in this regard.

The legislative framework requires that evidence is given in private to facilitate fact finding 
while also protecting the rights of all individuals and groups to fair procedure. The Commission 
may hear all or part of the evidence of a witness in public if it is satisfied that it is in the interests 
of both the investigation and fair procedures to do so, or where the Commission agrees to the 
request of a witness to provide all or part of his or her evidence in public. These are operational 
considerations for the independent Commission.

17/04/2018WRXXX01800Family Resource Centres

17/04/2018WRXXX019001328. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of family resource centre funding applications received under the last round of funding 
by county in tabular form; the criteria used in determining the outcome of the applications; the 
nature of the appeals process; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15110/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In Budget 2018, 
I secured an additional €3.0m for Tusla to support the Family Resource Centre Programme. The 
additional funding provided is being used to support the 109 existing Family Resource Cen-
tres, and also provides for expansion of the Programme with the inclusion of 11 new centres. 
Following a public application process, Tusla recently announced the eleven centres which are 
being included in the Programme this year. 

Tusla received a high number of applications, 47 in total, for inclusion in the programme. 
The criteria considered included the size and make-up of the geographical area; the social and 
economic conditions of the specified area; and the overall population breakdown of the area that 
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would be serviced by the centre. The criteria also considered the structure of the organisation(s) 
applying to the Programme; their objectives, targets, and current relationships with other organ-
isations; and the inclusion of available research, community projects, and needs assessments 
with the application. Tusla has advised that there is no process in place for appeals.

It is important that the needs of children and families are met in the best way possible, 
particularly in areas of disadvantage. Through its Prevention, Partnership and Family Support 
network, Tusla will continue to provide supports through the targeting of additional resources to 
services that will impact positively on vulnerable children and families. I will continue to sup-
port the work of Family Resource Centres and family support services throughout the country.

The number of applications to the Family Resource Programme, and their county of origin, 
are outlined in the following table.

 County Number of Applications 
1. Carlow 0 
2. Cavan 1 
3. Clare 2
4. Cork 7
5. Donegal 2
6. Dublin 6 
7. Galway 2 
8. Kerry 1 
9. Kildare 2 
10. Kilkenny 1 
11. Laois 1 
12. Leitrim 0 
13. Limerick 3 
14. Longford 1 
15. Louth 1 
16. Mayo 1 
17. Meath 2 
18. Monaghan 3 
19. Offaly 1 
20. Roscommon 1 
21. Sligo 0 
22. Tipperary 4 
23. Waterford 1 
24. Westmeath 0 
25. Wexford 2 
26. Wicklow 2 
   
 Total 47

17/04/2018WRXXX02100Family Resource Centres

17/04/2018WRXXX022001329. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
the next round of funding for family resource centres will become available; and if she will 
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make a statement on the matter. [15111/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As part of Bud-
get 2018, I secured an additional €3.0m for Tusla to support the Family Resource Centre Pro-
gramme in 2018, and was pleased to announce the inclusion of an additional 11 community 
organisations to the Programme. 

It is not possible at this stage to speculate as to the level of funding that may be available 
to Tusla to further support the Family Resource Centre Programme in 2019. This issue will be 
clarified in the context of the 2019 Estimates process, and having regard to the overall level of 
funding available to Tusla next year. 

I very much value the excellent work of the Family Resource Centres as they seek to combat 
disadvantage and to provide supports for the improvement of family life. The Family Resource 
Centre Programme emphasises the involvement of communities in tackling the problems they 
face, working inclusively with service users, and creating successful partnerships between vol-
untary and statutory agencies at community level.

17/04/2018WRXXX02400Children First Guidelines

17/04/2018WRXXX025001330. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
Department has written to employers of persons designated as mandated reporters under the 
Children First Act 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15177/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has not written to employers of persons designated as mandated persons under the Children 
First Act.  As with any regulatory regime, it is a matter for each organisation to establish wheth-
er it has any statutory obligations under the Act and to discharge those obligations accordingly. 

17/04/2018WRXXX02700Children First Guidelines

17/04/2018WRXXX028001331. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her De-
partment has offered in-person training for persons designated as mandated reporters under the 
Children First Act 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15178/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is the respon-
sibility of each organisation to ensure that its staff receive adequate and appropriate child wel-
fare and protection training to meet their child protection obligations under the Act. 

To assist organisations in this regard, my Department and Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency, worked collaboratively to produce a suite of information and training resources, which 
were launched on 2nd October 2017. 

These resources included the revised and updated edition of Children First: National Guid-
ance for the Protection and Welfare of Children, which was prepared by my Department, and an 
e-learning training module, entitled Introduction to Children First, which was prepared by Tusla. 

The e-learning programme is a 90 minute training module which is universally available 
and free of charge. The module covers the recognising and reporting of child abuse, the role 
of mandated persons, and the safeguarding responsibilities of organisations working with chil-
dren. The training module is available through the Tusla website www.tusla.ie .
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17/04/2018WRXXX03000Children First Guidelines

17/04/2018WRXXX031001332. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a more 
specific definition of the term “relevant person” will be provided, who will serve as the first 
point of contact in respect of an organisation dealing with children and young persons as set out 
on page 30 of the Children First Guidelines 2017, if this person is a child protection officer; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15179/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Section 8 of the 
Children First Act defines a relevant person as “a person who is appointed by a provider of a 
relevant service to be the first point of contact in respect of the provider’s child safeguarding 
statement.” 

It is a matter for each provider to appoint a relevant person for the purposes of the child 
safeguarding statement. While this person may be the child protection officer of an organisa-
tion, there is nothing in the legislation which requires this.

17/04/2018WRXXX03300Children First Guidelines

17/04/2018WRXXX034001333. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her De-
partment monitors organisations working with children and young persons to verify whether 
they have developed a child safeguarding statement. [15180/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
will not be monitoring all organisations providing relevant services to children to establish 
whether they have developed a child safeguarding statement. 

The obligations of all Government Departments regarding oversight and compliance with 
the Children First Act are set out in section 27 of that Act. 

Section 27 requires each Government Department to prepare and publish a Sectoral Imple-
mentation Plan that outlines the programme of measures to be taken to ensure that the Depart-
ment, and any body that provides a relevant service and receives funding from that Department, 
comply with the provisions of the Act.

The Sectoral Implementation Plan for my Department, which was published in March 2018, 
is available on www.dcya.gov.ie. It contains information about:

a) relevant services provided by or on behalf of the Department;

b) measures taken or proposed to be taken to promote, review and report on compliance 
with the provisions of the Act and of the guidelines issued by the Minister under Section 6;

c) monitoring and review procedures, and 

d) such other matters (if any) as the Minister considers appropriate.

The Deputy may wish to note that sections 12 and 13 of the Children First Act provide that 
Tusla has the authority to establish a maintain a register of non-compliance to those organisa-
tions who fail to produce a child safeguarding statement when requested to do so. Tusla has 
recently established a Child Safeguarding Compliance Unit and is currently developing a strat-
egy to support implementation of this provision. As this is a new statutory obligation for many 
organisations, Tusla will focus on encouraging and supporting providers of relevant services to 
meet their statutory obligations and will endeavour only to place relevant service providers on 
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the register where a supportive approach has proved unsuccessful.

17/04/2018WRXXX03600Children First Guidelines

17/04/2018WRXXX037001334. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
Department applies a sanction to organisations that have a statutory responsibility under the 
Children First Act 2015 to conduct a risk assessment and to prepare a child protection statement 
and they fail to do so; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15181/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Children 
First Act 2015 was fully commenced on 11 December 2017. The provisions commenced on that 
date include those relating to the obligations on organisations providing services to children to 
keep children safe from harm, to carry out risk assessments and to prepare and publish Child 
Safeguarding Statements.

Providers of relevant services to children were required to meet their statutory obligations 
[i.e. to undertake a risk assessment and to prepare and publish a Child Safeguarding Statement] 
within three months of the date of commencement, i.e. by 11th March 2018.

Sections 12 and 13 of the Children First Act make provision for the Child and Family Agen-
cy to establish and maintain a register of non-compliance for providers of relevant services who 
fail to provide a copy of the Child Safeguarding Statement to Tusla when requested to do so. 
Tusla has recently established a Child Safeguarding Compliance Unit and is currently develop-
ing a strategy to support implementation of this provision. As this is a new statutory obligation 
for many organisations, Tusla will focus on encouraging and supporting providers of relevant 
services to meet their statutory obligations and will endeavour only to place relevant service 
providers on the register where a supportive approach has proved unsuccessful.

17/04/2018WRXXX03900Child Protection Guidelines

17/04/2018WRXXX040001335. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
criteria by which Tusla social workers assess a child protection welfare concern that has been 
reported to the agency at the initial stage will be published; the criteria used to assess whether 
the concern should be given further examination; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15182/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla’s response 
to all reports of child welfare and protection is detailed in the Tusla Child Protection and Wel-
fare Practice Handbook, which is available on the Tusla website (www.tusla.ie).  This covers 
both the immediate and initial areas of consideration and the various responses Tulsa offer to 
children and families to ensure child protection and welfare concerns receive the right response 
at the right time for the right reasons.

A child welfare concern can be a problem experienced directly by a child, or the family of a 
child, that is seen to impact negatively on the child’s health, development and welfare, and that 
may need assessment and support, but is not presenting as child protection.

A child protection concern  arises when there are reasonable grounds for believing that a 
child may have been or is at risk of being physically, socially or emotionally abused or ne-
glected.

The first consideration when receiving a referral is the immediate safety of the child. All 
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referrals to the Social Work Service of Children and Family Services are screened on the day 
they are received irrespective of the source.

Upon receipt of a referral, the Duty Social Worker carries out preliminary enquiries to clari-
fy the nature of the concern, records the personal details of the child and family, and checks the 
Social Work records for previous contact. 

Unless the concern is resolved in the course of the referral process, an initial assessment 
is undertaken. This will include meeting the child and meeting the child’s parents, as well as 
contacting professionals involved in order to develop an understanding of the child and their 
circumstances. The purpose of the assessment is to reach a preliminary conclusion about unmet 
need and risk of harm in order to plan and provide an appropriate response.

Where, following initial assessment or at any other juncture in the child protection and wel-
fare process, it is necessary to carry out a more specific or comprehensive analysis of a child‘s 
circumstances, a further assessment will be undertaken. Further assessment may be in the form 
of a core social work assessment or may be based on specialist assessment by an allied service 
– e.g. addiction services, child psychology or adult mental health. 

When an initial assessment concludes that a child has unmet needs requiring Social Work 
intervention but the child is not at ongoing risk of significant harm, a Family Support Plan is 
agreed with the family and reviewed at intervals not exceeding 6 months. The Family Support 
Plan may be developed at a formal meeting or by informal contacts with the child, family and 
professionals involved. 

Where, following initial assessment, the primary concern is physical abuse, sexual abuse, 
emotional abuse or neglect, and it is determined that a child is at ongoing risk of significant 
harm, the child protection process outlines the pathway that must be followed. Formal oversight 
of the safeguarding of this cohort of children by the Principal Social Worker for Children and 
Family Services is a crucial feature of the child protection process.

The criteria for a member of the public or a mandated person to consider a referral of a 
child protection or welfare concern is also detailed in Children First National Guidance and 
in Tusla’s Children First Guide for the Reporting of Child Welfare and Protection Concerns. All 
these documents are accessible to the public through the Tusla website.

17/04/2018WRXXX04200Consultancy Contracts Data

17/04/2018WRXXX043001336. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount of 
expenditure on consultancy by her Department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the number of 
consultants engaged by her Department in those years; the names of the consultancy companies 
awarded contracts; and the steps that have been taken to reduce the expenditure on consultancy 
and the reliance on consultants by her Department in these years and for the future. [15204/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Depart-
ment engages a wide variety of professional services to provide advice within a particular field 
of expertise where such expertise is not readily available within my Department.  This ranges 
from archaeology services to the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes 
to ICT related professional services, such as web design and maintenance.  Other areas include 
graphic design, copy editing, proof reading, audit and HR related services such as learning & 
development supports.

The amount of expenditure spent on such consultancies in the period 2015 to 2017 is set out 
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in the table. This expenditure related to eighty four individual consultants or consultant compa-
nies. These figures do not include details of legal opinions or advices received as they are not 
defined as consultants.

2015 2016 2017 Overall Total
Total Expendi-
ture

€552,584 €643,743 €1,251,263 €2,447,590

Name of Company
Aidan Harte T/A Munster Archaeology
Atlas Geophysical Ltd.
Axiseng - Professional Service
Beaumont Hospital - Risk Assessment
Brenda O’Hanlon
Brian Harvey Social Research
Capita
Carmel Corrigan
Carole C Devaney
Centre for Effective Services
Dan Mulvihill & Assoc. Consulting Engineers Ltd
Dara Dooge
Darragh Buckley
Deirdre Fullerton - Insights 
Deirdre McGuillicuddy
Nick Frost
Dermot O’ Brien
DIT
Downes Associates
Dr Anne Sanson
Dr Brian Farrell
Dr John Bynner
Dr Satya Brink
Dr. Nelleke Bakker
Dymphna Devine
Educative
Elliot & Fitzgerald -Warehouse Premises & Land Valuation
EMC Radar Consulting
Ernst & Young
Eurofins Forensic Services Ltd
Foroige
Fusio
Glasgow Caledonian University
Hugh Kavanagh
ICA Training
Imelda Coyne
IT Executive Focus
James Gallen 



17 April 2018

605

Name of Company
James Hutton Limited
Javelin Direct Marketing - Oberstown Brochure Design
Jim Halley T/A 2 Collaborate Ltd
JJ Campbell & Associates - Engineering Consultancy
John Malone - Process Auditor
Kathleen C O’Flaherty
Linda Lynch
Liz Harper
Malayo Ltd
Mandy Johnston
Mazars
Media Coop Productions Ltd.
Michael Little
Middlequarter
Mindful Facilitation
Monsignor Gordon F Read
Naomi Eisensdtadt
Niamh Malone
Niamh McCullagh
NJN Consulting
Noel Fitzgerald
NYCI
O’Hanlon Media
OSC Consulting Engineers Ltd
Paul Boland Consultancy
Paul Harrison
Paul Snell
Penhouse Design Ltd
Persuasion Republic
Peter Smyth Consultancy
Print Media Services Ltd.
Professor Gordon T Cook
QSR International (UK) Ltd
Research Matters Ltd.
Sandra Roe
Scottish Universities
Screenlink
Shorecontrol Safety 
SouthPaw Pictures
Susan Carey 
Tallaght West Childhood Development Initiative
TCD
Tom Beegan & Associates
UCC - Deirdre Horgan
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Name of Company
UCC - Ursula Kilkelly
UCL Consulting (Ingrid Schoon)
In order to reduce costs, my Department avails of Framework Agreements negotiated by 

the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) where possible.  A number of areas where con-
sultancy costs are being experienced do not always lend itself to OGP frameworks.  This can 
arise particularly in the area relating to the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby 
Homes and the Irish Youth Justice Services.

My Department is developing its internal resources to help reduce dependance on certain 
types of consultancies such as internal audit, HR and ICT advice.

17/04/2018WRXXX04500Legislative Measures

17/04/2018WRXXX046001337. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of legislative measures both enacted and published by her Department which originated in 
work carried out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular form; 
the details of each legislative measure in the corresponding year; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15342/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX04700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Since the es-
tablishment of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in 2011, none of the legislation 
enacted or published by this Department originated in work carried out by the Law Reform 
Commission.

17/04/2018WRXXX04800Child and Family Agency Staff

17/04/2018WRXXX049001338. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of permanent staff employed by Tusla in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018. 
[15581/18]

17/04/2018WRXXX05000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla has ad-
vised that the number of permanent staff employed by Tusla in each of the year 2014 to 2017 
and up to the 28 February 2018 (latest data available), is as follows:

2014  2015  2016  2017  Feb-18  
Head-
count

WTE Head-
count

WTE Head-
count

WTE Head-
count

WTE Head-
count

WTE

3666 3265.61 3835 3238.79 3738 3326.81 3821 3424.09 3859 3433.53

17/04/2018WRYYY00200Child and Family Agency Staff

17/04/2018WRYYY003001339. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
bers of agency staff employed by Tusla in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018. 
[15582/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla has ad-
vised that the number of agency staff deployed in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 
February 2018 (latest data available), is as follows:
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December 2014               307
December 2015               225
December 2016                280
December 2017                503
February 2018                  453
Given the front-line nature of Tusla’s services, agency staff are essential to ensure services 

for vulnerable children and families are maintained.

17/04/2018WRYYY00500Early Childhood Care and Education

17/04/2018WRYYY006001340. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a child 
born on 1 January 2016 will be eligible to enrol in the ECCE programme commencing in Sep-
tember 2018 in view of the fact that a child born on this date will meet the ECCE minimum age 
criteria of two years and eight months of age. [15768/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From Septem-
ber 2018, all children meeting the minimum age requirement of 2 years and 8 months will be 
eligible for a full two programme years on the Early Childhood Care and Education programme 
(ECCE). This measure refines the development introduced last year and  increases the duration 
of each registered child on ECCE from a current average of 61 weeks, to a potential duration of 
76 weeks (two programme years). This delivers fully on a commitment in the Programme for a 
Partnership Government that is good for children, families and Early Years providers. 

This minimum age was chosen based on national experience and a review of international 
practice. It also had regard to the regulatory environment for early years care and education in 
this country and issues such as child development readiness and adult-child ratios. The upper 
age limit will remain the same (i.e. a child is not eligible if they will be 5 years and 6 months 
before the end of the programme year). 

In order for a child to be eligible to be enrolled for free pre-school on 1st September 2018 
they must have been born between 1st January 2014 and 31st December 2015, they must have 
reached 2 years and 8 months on or before 31st   August 2018. Please see the following link for 
further details on eligibility start dates.

In the example cited by the Deputy, the child will not be able to commence their ECCE in 
September 2018 as they will not have reached the age of 2 years and 8 months on or before 
31st August 2018. However, they will be able to commence ECCE in September 2019, and 
continue for a further year from September 2020, commencing school in September 2021. 

Some parents of children born around this time of the year may prefer for their children to 
start school at 4 rather than 5. These parents may therefore opt for 1 year of ECCE only. In such 
circumstances, they  should note that the new universal subsidy for 0-3 years of age, of €1040 
per year, is available to parents of children in registered childcare until the child is eligible for 
ECCE. Please see affordablechildcare.ie for more information.

17/04/2018WRYYY00800Early Childhood Care and Education

17/04/2018WRYYY009001341. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a per-
son (details supplied) in County Cork can avail of a specific allowance when it is required. 
[15884/18]
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17/04/2018WRYYY01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From Septem-
ber 2018, all children meeting the minimum age requirement of 2 years and 8 months will be 
eligible for a full two programme years on the Early Childhood Care and Education programme 
(ECCE). This measure refines the development introduced last year, whereby three intake dates 
were adopted, and will increase the duration of each registered child on ECCE from a current 
average of 61 weeks, to a potential duration of 76 weeks (two programme years). This further 
enhancement delivers fully on a commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government 
that is good for children, families and Early Years providers.

A child born in December 2014 is eligible for free pre-school from January to June 2018 
and from September 2018 to June 2019. It is unclear whether or not the parents in question are 
having difficulty finding a place for 5 days for their child or if they are unaware that their child 
is, in fact, eligible for pre-school for the dates referred to. If the parents are having difficulty 
finding a place for their child I would urge them to contact their local Childcare Committee, 
contact details, phone 022 23880, email info@corkchildcare.ie

17/04/2018WRYYY01100Children in Care

17/04/2018WRYYY012001342. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of adults and children who spent time in Tusla funded domestic violence refuge and step down 
accommodation in 2017 and the first quarter of 2018; and the average length of time these fami-
lies spent in emergency accommodation. [16085/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has statutory responsibility for the provision of care and protection to vic-
tims of domestic, sexual and gender-based violence. In discharging its statutory responsibility, 
Tusla supports 20 emergency refuge and support services in providing services for women and 
children fleeing domestic violence. Twenty four community-based domestic violence support 
services and 16 rape crisis centres also receive financial support from Tusla. Funding for these 
services was increased by €1.7m in 2018, to a total of €23.8m.

Tusla funds 155 family units, comprising 147 emergency refuge family units and 8 emer-
gency non-refuge family units. The remit of these services is to provide safe emergency accom-
modation on a short-term basis.

Tusla does not have access to live data on refuge use. However, information provided by 
funded domestic violence services indicates that refuges consistently operate at full or near 
full-capacity. Any vacancies are generally attributed to the turnover between the discharge and 
admission of clients.

Tusla-funded services provide data to Tusla retrospectively on an annual basis. The data 
provided below refers to the use of services in 2016. 2017 data will be made available later in 
the year.

In 2016, a total of 1,520 women were accommodated in emergency refuge accommodation 
and an additional 42 women were accommodated in emergency non-refuge accommodation. In 
total 1,562 women were accommodated.

In 2016, a total of 2,223 children were accommodated in emergency refuge or emergency 
non-refuge accommodation. 

Some service users are admitted to emergency refuges on more than one occasion over the 
course of a year, and as a result, the number of individual admissions is greater than the number 
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of   women admitted. In 2016, services reported on 1,604 separate admissions to emergency 
or emergency non-refuge accommodation. 

Services report on the “length of stay” of individuals in their care by selecting from a num-
ber of categories representing different lengths of stay.  Of the 1,604 admissions reported for 
2016, 766 were for between 1 and 7 days; 263 were for between 8 days and 14 days; 266 were 
for between 15 days and 6 weeks, and the remaining 309 stayed for more than 6 weeks.

17/04/2018WRYYY01400Family Support Services

17/04/2018WRYYY015001343. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the meth-
odology and criteria that her Department and Tusla used to select the locations of the 11 new 
family resource centres; the specific definitions and sources of data used; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [16150/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY016001344. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
Department used the Pobal HP deprivation index to determine the locations of the new family 
resource centres; and if not, the reason therefore. [16151/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1343 and 1344 together.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency is responsible for the administration of the Family Re-
source Centre Programme.

A high number of applications - 47 in total - were submitted to Tusla, who carried out an 
assessment process. The assessment included consultation with Tusla staff in operational and 
regional roles, and with Children and Young People’s Services Committees around the country. 

The methodology and criteria considered in selecting the locations of the 11 new family re-
source centres included the size and make-up of the geographical area; the social and economic 
conditions of the specified area; and the overall population breakdown of the area that would be 
serviced by the centre. The criteria also considered the structure of the organisation(s) applying 
to the Programme; their objectives, targets, and current relationships with other organisations; 
and the inclusion of available research, community projects, and needs assessments with the 
application. 

While the deprivation index referred to by the Deputy is specific to a particular organisation, 
Tusla has advised that deprivation is factored into its commissioning process. The Resource 
Allocation Profile model, which is used by Tusla, utilises a deprivation-related algorithm to 
weight various agreed criteria. The model is used to inform the allocation of total available 
development resources within Tusla, in conjunction with other criteria such as that provided 
above.

It is important that the needs of children and families are met in the best way possible, 
particularly in areas of disadvantage. I will continue to support the work of Family Resource 
Centres and family support services throughout the country.

17/04/2018WRYYY01900Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRYYY020001345. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of clerical officers and clerical assistants in her Department on temporary contracts by years 
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of service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil Service when they 
have served a fixed period; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16424/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
currently employs four temporary clerical officers (TCO’s) who came from the Public Appoint-
ments Service (PAS) Temporary Clerical Officer panel in May, June July and October 2016 
respectively. All four TCO’s have been provided with contracts to undertake specified project 
work, on completion of which, their services will no longer be required. 

Permanent clerical officer positions in this Department are filled through the clerical officer 
competitions run by PAS.

17/04/2018WRYYY02200Early Childhood Care and Education Programmes

17/04/2018WRYYY023001346. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
to reintroduce the three enrolment points to the ECCE programme in view of the fact that some 
children will wait an inordinately long period for enrolment due to recent changes; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16693/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From Septem-
ber 2018, all children meeting the minimum age requirement of 2 years and 8 months will be 
eligible for a full two programme years on the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
scheme. The current take up of ECCE averages at 61 weeks, up from 38 weeks when ECCE 
was first introduced. From September 2018, all eligible children can avail of two full years of 
ECCE (76 weeks). This further enhancement delivers on a commitment in the Programme for a 
Partnership Government that is good for children, families and Early Years providers.

This new measure will address the inconsistencies that led to a wide range in the number 
of free preschool weeks; some children could avail of 61 weeks, while others could avail of 88 
weeks, and will ensure a programme that is more equitable for children.

The number of entry points into ECCE will revert to one at the beginning of the 2018 pro-
gramme year (September). One enrolment period at the start of the pre-school year will help 
streamline the administration process and will make it easier for childcare providers to operate 
and budget for the programme year. This will also make it simpler for parents to secure places 
on the ECCE programme for their children.

17/04/2018WRYYY02500Local and Community Development Programme Expenditure

17/04/2018WRYYY026001347. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount spent on the local and community development programme in each of the years 
2015 to 2017 by county in tabular form. [15227/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY02700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I would like 
to refer the Deputy to the reply to PQ11821/18 (Question No 907) of 20 March 2018, which sets 
out all Local Community Development Programme (LCDP) funding in the requested format.

The LCDP was replaced by the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme 
(SICAP) from 1 April 2015 in most parts of the Country.

The reply to PQ13350/18 (Question No 274) of 22 March 2018, sets out SICAP funding in 
the requested format.
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17/04/2018WRYYY02800Local Improvement Scheme Funding

17/04/2018WRYYY029001348. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Rural and Commu-
nity Development the number of local improvement scheme applications made in 2017 that will 
be funded via the €1 million allocated for 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15279/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY030001350. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Rural and Commu-
nity Development the amount of the €1 million being made available to County Cork under the 
local improvement scheme that will be made available for 2018 or new applications; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15306/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1348 and 1350 together.

The Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) is a programme for improvement works on small 
private/non-public roads. The scheme is currently funded by my Department and administered 
through the Local Authorities.

Following on from the successful relaunch of the scheme in 2017, I announced details of the 
2018 Local Improvement Scheme on 27th February last. A total of €10.8 million was allocated 
to County Councils around the country for LIS road improvements, of which €1,000,000 was 
allocated to County Cork.

The selection of roads to be included in the scheme for 2018 is a matter for each County 
Council, provided the roads in question meet with the relevant scheme criteria. Most Councils 
have now submitted lists of projects that they plan to undertake under the scheme this year to 
my Department. County Cork has notified the Department that 41 roads will be improved with 
their funding.

Detailed information regarding all of the 2018 LIS road projects to be undertaken across the 
country will be made available on my Department’s website shortly. 

17/04/2018WRYYY03200Community Services Programme

17/04/2018WRYYY033001349. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
funding will be sourced for a centre (details supplied) in County Leitrim which provides essen-
tial community services to older persons and which has had a cut of almost 50% of its funding 
through Pobal. [15286/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Com-
munity Services Programme (CSP) supports community organisations to provide local services 
through a social enterprise model.  Some 400 organisations are supported under the CSP, with 
funding provided as a contribution to the cost of a manager and an agreed number of full-time 
equivalent positions. 

The organisation in question has been awarded a one-year grant agreement to end-Decem-
ber 2018 and may resubmit a revised business plan to Pobal as part of the re-contracting process 
for 2019-2020. The business plan, which must be submitted by end-June 2018, can include a 
business case for increased support from January 2019 to December 2020. A decision on fund-
ing for 2019-2020 will be taken towards the end of this year.

In the meantime, the organisation might contact the relevant local development company, 
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which may be able to advise on alternative sources for funding for the organisation.

Question No. 1350 answered with Question No. 1348.

17/04/2018WRYYY03600Legislative Programme

17/04/2018WRYYY037001351. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of Bills both enacted and published by his Department which originated in work 
carried out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular form; the 
details of each Bill in the corresponding year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15354/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY03800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment has not enacted or published any legislation since the date the Department was estab-
lished, on 19 July 2017.

17/04/2018WRYYY03900Library Services

17/04/2018WRYYY040001352. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
his plans for Ballygar library, County Galway, which remains closed after the retirement of its 
librarian in the past weeks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15361/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY04100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Under the 
Local Government Act 2001, each local authority Chief Executive is responsible for the staffing 
and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of their local author-
ity.  Accordingly, it is a matter for each Chief Executive to recruit and assign staff to the library 
service.

That said, I understand that filing the post in Ballygar Library is a priority for Galway 
County Council.  It has commenced the process and will fill the post as soon as is possible.

17/04/2018WRYYY04200Community First Responders Network

17/04/2018WRYYY043001353. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Rural and Community De-
velopment the funding streams accessible by local authorities and voluntary responder groups 
to equip communities with the essential equipment needed by community first responders and 
public access defibrillator schemes to provide their key services across both rural and urban 
areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15371/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY04400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I can con-
firm that my Department currently provides funding for a number of programmes which are 
relevant to the matter raised. 

Firstly, CLÁR (Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) is a targeted investment programme for 
rural areas that aims to provide funding for small infrastructural projects and other initiatives in 
areas that have experienced significant levels of population decline.

I launched the 2018 CLÁR Programme on 15 March, with an indicative allocation of €5 
million across three Measures as follows: 

Measure 1: Supports for School and Community Safety Measures
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Measure 2: Play Areas

Measure 3: First Response Supports

There is an indicative allocation of €1 million for the First Response Supports Measure. 
This measure is open to established organisations that operate entirely on a voluntary basis and 
are involved in emergency rescue or first response efforts in the community.  Funding under 
the measure will allow for the replacement or upgrading of old vehicles or equipment directly 
involved in emergency rescue/first response efforts, and could include the purchase of defibril-
lators.

The scheme will provide up to 85% of the total cost of the equipment being applied for. A 
match funding contribution of 15% is required. 

Application forms and detailed scheme documentation are available on my Department’s 
website at http://drcd.gov.ie/about/rural/clar/, or by contacting my Department directly at  
CLAR@DRCD.gov.ie

The provision of defibrillators may also be considered eligible for funding under my Depart-
ment’s LEADER Programme, the Communities Facilities Scheme and the RAPID Programme.

LEADER funding is delivered through Local Action Groups (LAGs) in 28 sub-regional 
areas across Ireland, in line with the Local Development Strategies developed by each LAG.

Funding under LEADER is available for a range of defined themes, which include enter-
prise development and job creation, the development of rural towns, social inclusion, and the 
environment.

The Social Inclusion theme of the LEADER Programme focuses on the provision of servic-
es for people living in rural and remote areas and, in that context, the provision of defibrillators 
could be considered eligible for LEADER funding.

However, individual project approvals are a matter for the Local Action Group (LAG) in 
the relevant area and I have no function in relation to such approvals.  In order for a project to 
qualify for funding, it must be compatible with the actions outlined in the approved Local De-
velopment Strategy for the sub-regional area concerned, and it must comply with the Operating 
Rules and EU Regulations in place for the LEADER programme. 

Applications for project funding should be made directly to the relevant LAG.  Contact 
details for all LAGs are available on my Department’s website at http://drcd.gov.ie/wp-content/
uploads/list-of-LAGs.pdf   

The Communities Facilities Scheme (CFS) was launched on 10 March 2017.  It was target-
ed at disadvantaged urban and rural areas, but not exclusively so.  The funding related to capital 
projects only.  The CFS is administered by the Local Community Development Committees, in 
each Local Authority area, on behalf of my Department.  I am delighted to confirm that I have 
also secured a €2 million allocation for the CFS in Budget 2018.  The modalities of the CFS for 
2018 are currently under consideration.

The RAPID (Revitalising Areas by Planning, Investment and Development) Programme 
was launched on 2 November 2017.  The Programme funding was for capital grants only and 
was aimed at funding projects in disadvantaged urban areas and provincial towns.   The RAPID 
Programme is also administered by the Local Community Development Committees.  I have 
also secured a €2 million allocation for RAPID in Budget 2018.  The modalities of the RAPID 
Programme for 2018 are currently under consideration.
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17/04/2018WRYYY04500Leader Programmes Expenditure

17/04/2018WRYYY046001354. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount of Leader funding which has been issued to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15463/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY047001355. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the estimated amount of Leader funding expected to be issued by the end of 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15464/18]

17/04/2018WRYYY04800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1354 and 1355 together.

LEADER is a multi-annual EU co-funded programme to support rural development.  Ire-
land has an allocation of €250 million under the programme over the period 2014-2020, includ-
ing both national and EU funding.  The programme is administered by Local Action Groups 
(LAGs) who deliver funding in accordance with Local Development Strategies that have been 
produced for each LAG area. 

Funding Agreements for the current LEADER programme were, for the most part, signed 
with the LAGs in the second half of 2016 and the programme effectively became operational 
from that date.  The funding allocation for each sub-regional area is provided for the duration 
of the Programme rather than on an annual basis. This provides greater flexibility to the Local 
Action Groups in managing their resources. 

As of 16th   April 2018, the total amount of Leader funding which has been issued since 
the commencement of the 2014-2020 Programme is €17,452,596. This includes claims paid to 
project Promoters and administration fees paid to LAGs.

A total of €40 million has been provided in the 2018 Estimates to support the LEADER pro-
gramme; reflecting voted provision of €35m supplemented by capital carryover of €5m. I am 
satisfied this level of budgetary provision is in line with anticipated activity under the LEADER 
Programme in 2018.  My Department will be keeping this under review.

17/04/2018WRZZZ00200CLÁR Programme

17/04/2018WRZZZ003001356. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
his plans to review the CLÁR areas based on the result of the 2016 census; if so, when this re-
view will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15550/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme was originally launched in October 2001 to provide for targeted investment in 
disadvantaged rural areas.  The areas originally selected for inclusion in the programme were 
those which suffered the greatest population decline from 1926 to 1996, with the exception of 
the Cooley Peninsula which was included on the basis of the serious difficulties caused in that 
area by Foot and Mouth disease.  The average population loss in the original CLÁR regions 
over the period 1926 to 1996 was 50%.

In 2006, an analysis of the 2002 Census data was carried out by the National Institute for 
Regional and Spatial Analysis (NIRSA) at Maynooth University and the programme was ex-
tended to include areas with an average population loss of 35% between 1926 and 2002. 

CLÁR was effectively closed to new applications in 2010 due to the economic crisis but, 
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as the Deputy will be aware, I reopened the programme in 2016. Areas for inclusion in the pro-
gramme since then have been based on NIRSA’s 2006 analysis.  

Almost 900 projects have been approved for CLÁR funding in 2016 and 2017, and I have 
recently launched the 2018 CLÁR programme which has a closing date of 30 April.

It is my intention to carry out a full assessment of the CLÁR areas later this year on the basis 
of the 2016 Census of Population data.  The rate of depopulation will continue to be a primary 
factor in deciding whether the CLÁR designation should apply to an area.  I plan to begin the 
assessment process in the coming months with the aim of having the exercise completed be-
fore the end of this year. 

The findings of the review will inform the future operation of the CLÁR scheme.

17/04/2018WRZZZ00500CLÁR Programme

17/04/2018WRZZZ006001357. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the population of the CLÁR area in each county based on the 2006 census, in tabular form; the 
disbursements in each county to date under the 2016 CLÁR programme and the 2017 CLÁR 
programme, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15551/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The attached 
table provides a breakdown of:

- the 2006 population in CLÁR areas by county, based on the 2006 Census data as provided 
in an analysis carried out by NIRSA (National Institute for Regional Spatial Analysis), and

- the allocations and disbursements by county under CLÁR in 2016 and 2017. 

The Deputy will note that Counties Dublin, Kildare and Wexford had no designated CLÁR 
areas in 2006. 

County 2006 Popula-
tion in CLÁR 
Areas

2016 CLÁR 
allocation

Total amount 
paid CLÁR 
2016 Scheme  

2017 CLÁR 
Allocation 

Total amount 
paid CLÁR 
2017 Scheme 
as at 31st 
March 2018

Carlow 3,180 €80,000 €80,000 €178,760 €156,444
Cavan 51,929 €498,184 €498,184 €310,182 €273,579
Clare 48,787 €284,000 €284,000 €351,733 €285,350
Cork 87,909 €562,222 €562,222 €260,916 €647,638
Donegal 68,771 €878,633 €878,633 €245,482 €157,442
Dublin
Galway 68,003 €392,000 €392,000 €611,539 €566,945
Kerry 75,982 €744,964 €744,964 €261,173 €168,017
Kildare
Kilkenny 8,773 €223,000 €223,000 €161,932 €107,030
Laois 10,015 €148,900 €148,900 €51,395 €51,395
Leitrim 28,950 €274,800 €274,800 €486,153 €419,000
Limerick 22,311 €235,000 €235,000 €180,533 €165,428
Longford 23,239 €237,560 €237,560 €283,467 €200,484
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County 2006 Popula-
tion in CLÁR 
Areas

2016 CLÁR 
allocation

Total amount 
paid CLÁR 
2016 Scheme  

2017 CLÁR 
Allocation 

Total amount 
paid CLÁR 
2017 Scheme 
as at 31st 
March 2018

Louth 8,632 €173,520 €173,520 €245,869 €63,329
Mayo 88,811 €976,869 €976,869 €879,882 €600,480
Meath 4,180 €127,600 €127,600 €104,000 €67,000
Monaghan 31,422 €356,440 €356,440 €594,338 €337,156
Offaly 4,916 €123,398 €123,398 €186,954 €185,665
Roscommon 45,011 €406,497 €406,497 €372,441 €321,273
Sligo 29,563 €598,400 €598,400 €351,216 €253,236
Tipperary 33,884 €371,000 €371,000 €250,714 €240,178
Waterford 13,322 €261,600 €261,600 €329,549 €322,368
Westmeath 11,171 €214,280 €214,280 €81,097 €57,549
Wexford
Wicklow 1,744 €70,000 €70,000 €133,025 €104,886
Total 770,505 €8,238,867 €8,238,867 €6,912,350 €5,751,871

17/04/2018WRZZZ00800Action Plan for Rural Development Implementation

17/04/2018WRZZZ009001358. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 540 of 8 March 2018, when the next six-monthly prog-
ress report will be published on the Realising our Rural Potential: The Action Plan for Rural 
Ireland; the reason this report was not published in time and is now two months overdue; the 
reason this Deputy was informed that it would be published soon; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15555/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Action 
Plan for Rural Development contains over 270 measures for delivery across a range of Govern-
ment Departments, State agencies and other organisations, to support the economic and social 
development of rural Ireland.

Progress updates on each of these actions were collated from the various implementing 
bodies at the start of this year for inclusion in the Second Progress Report on the Action Plan.  
However, for the sake of completeness, a number of these reports required to be updated to re-
flect full-year statistical data for 2017 which subsequently became available, as well as to take 
account of new commitments under the National Development Plan.

The Second Progress Report on the Action Plan for Rural Development will be submitted to 
Government in the coming weeks, prior to publication.

17/04/2018WRZZZ01100Recreational Facilities

17/04/2018WRZZZ012001359. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
his plans to implement the recommendations of the review of Comhairle na Tuaithe which was 
completed in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15561/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As the Dep-
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uty is aware, an independent review of Comhairle na Tuaithe and the Countryside Recreation 
Strategy was carried out in 2016 to assess, inter alia, the current appropriateness and effective-
ness of the body in an evolving outdoor recreation sector.

I met with the members of Comhairle na Tuaithe on 13th February last to hear directly 
from them their views on the recommendations of the independent review, the future direction 
of Comhairle, and the development of the outdoor recreation sector in Ireland generally.  The 
meeting was very constructive in helping me to formulate proposals for the future development 
of the sector.

I am currently finalising my policy proposals in the context of a wider focus on the devel-
opment of the rural recreation sector and I intend to outline these proposals to Comhairle na 
Tuaithe in the coming weeks.

17/04/2018WRZZZ01400Recreational Facilities

17/04/2018WRZZZ015001360. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the dates of all the meetings of Comhairle na Tuaithe that were held since March 2011; the 
number of those attended by the relevant Minister or Minister of State; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15562/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Table 1 be-
low provides details of the dates of meetings of Comhairle na Tuaithe which were held since 
March 2011.

I can confirm that the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government 
attended the meeting of Comhairle on 9th December 2013.

I attended the meeting of the Comhairle members on 13th February this year. 

As the Deputy is aware, my Department currently provides the Chair and secretariat sup-
port for Comhairle Na Tuaithe.  A Principal Officer within my Department chairs the meetings 
at which the group discusses matters relating the implementation of the priorities as set out in 
the National Countryside Recreation Strategy, rural recreation, activity tourism and other re-
lated issues of interest as they arise. 

I expect that a further meeting of Comhairle na Tuaithe will be convened in the coming 
weeks.

Table 1 - Comhairle na Tuaithe Meeting Dates

YEAR DATE 
2011 5th October 
  7th December 
2012 8th February 
  4th April 
  20th September 
  6th December 
2013 27th February 
  13th June   
  9th December   
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YEAR DATE 
2014 24th March   
  12th June   
  11th September   
  3rd December   
2015 19th February   
  4th June   
  13th November   
2016 6th April   
  30th November   
2017 24th January   
2018 13th February   

17/04/2018WRZZZ01700Leader Programmes Funding

17/04/2018WRZZZ018001361. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the approvals to date by each local action group of funding for projects under the Leader pro-
gramme; the amount of expenditure to date on projects by local action group; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15567/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ01900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER is 
a multi-annual EU co-funded programme to support rural development.  Ireland has an alloca-
tion of €250 million under the programme over the period 2014-2020, including both national 
and EU funding.  The programme is administered by Local Action Groups (LAGs) which de-
liver funding in accordance with Local Development Strategies that have been agreed for each 
LAG area. 

As of 15 April, 2018, 900 projects with a value of over €26.2 million have been approved for 
LEADER funding by the LAGs. A further 285 projects requesting over €16.1 million in funding 
are at various stages in the approval process. This funding will be drawn down as projects start 
to incur expenditure and submit payment claims.

Project payments amounting to €1,530,538.65 have been made up to April 15th 2018.

A breakdown of project approvals and project expenditure by each Local Action Group is 
provided at Appendix 1.

While the pace of approvals varies between Local Action Groups, I am confident that the 
progress made by the LAGs going forward in 2018, along with the administrative improve-
ments which my Department introduced last year, will result in a significant increase in project 
approvals and payments under the LEADER programme over the coming months.

Appendix 1: Project Approvals and Payments as of 15th April 2018.  

- -- Projects Approved Amount Paid
Local Action Group No. Value  (€) Value  (€)
Carlow 14 1,040,008.72 98,664.16 
Cavan 15 834,353.54 0
Clare 64 1,262,459.77 15,407.46 
Cork North 20 895,265.83 0
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- -- Projects Approved Amount Paid
Cork South 10 327,863.73 0
Cork West 15 402,159.07 0
Donegal 73 2,596,203.17 194,969.28 
Dublin Rural 23 555,103.98 26,218.50 
Galway East 0 0   0
Galway West 6 92,554.17 0
Kerry 119 2,124,935.17 8,562.27 
Kildare 10 282,492.48 0
Kilkenny 33 891,175.45 79,849.16 
Laois 33 653,387.42 24,712.50 
Leitrim 20 498,252.21 0
Limerick 51 1,977,772.31 0
Longford 14 233,184.45 0
Louth 21 261,386.87 23,882.08 
Mayo 43 1,674,113.47 187,625.08 
Meath 10 282,470.70 16,497.70 
Monaghan 20 1,022,262.22 77,933.63 
Offaly 52 1,052,654.47 193,600.36 
Roscommon 14 404,653.94 0
Sligo 40 1,250,999.34 265,231.08 
Tipperary 65 1,638,091.05 69,900.00 
Waterford 25 1,899,074.96 173,586.85 
Westmeath 31 473,460.36  10,230.68 
Wexford 46 1,427,818.14  63,667.86 
Wicklow 13 238,614.97 0
Grand Total 900 26,292,771.96 1,530,538.65

17/04/2018WRZZZ02000Community Banking

17/04/2018WRZZZ021001362. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment his views on the report on the community banking; the reason for the delay in publishing 
the report; if the delay is being caused by a disagreement between his Department and the De-
partment of Finance on the content of the report; if so, the points of disagreement; if the publi-
cation of the report will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15927/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ02200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to investigate a new model of 
community banking for Ireland, including an investigation of the German Sparkassen model for 
the development of local public banks that operate within well-defined regions.

A project team comprising officials from my Department and the Department of Finance 
was established last year to progress this commitment.  The project team carried out detailed 
research into the concept of a public banking model, with a particular focus on the Sparkassen 
model.  In addition, a public consultation process, seeking views on the concept of a commu-
nity banking model, ran for four weeks.  A total of 16 replies from a range of stakeholders was 
received.
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Additionally, there has been substantial engagement and a number of meetings held with 
Irish Rural Link and the Savings Bank Foundation for International Cooperation (SBFIC) - the 
international development wing of the Sparkassen group - on its proposal for a suggested model 
of local public banking in Ireland, based on the Sparkassen system.  

The officials from both Departments took the time to carefully analysis the proposal, as well 
as to assess all the submissions received during the consultation process in order to make sure 
that all the ideas and opinions were captured and reflected in their report.  The Departmental 
officials have finalised their report and have submitted their findings to the Minister for Finance 
and myself.

Both Minister Donohoe and I are in agreement with the findings and conclusions of the 
report.  I anticipate that the report will be brought to Government in the next few weeks with a 
view to its publication.

17/04/2018WRZZZ02300Recreational Facilities

17/04/2018WRZZZ024001363. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the progress made since March 2011 regarding the rollout of the mountain access project and in 
particular the rollout of the project since August 2015 when the Comhairle na Tuaithe mountain 
access project toolkit was published in draft form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15991/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ02500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Comhairle 
Na Tuaithe (The Countryside Council) was established in February 2004 as a non-statutory 
body with a primary focus on the priority areas of:

- access to the countryside,

- developing a countryside code, and

- developing a countryside recreation strategy.  

I understand that under a Comhairle na Tuaithe initiative, in 2011, a Mountain Access 
Scheme to facilitate access to the uplands for hill walking and similar activities was developed 
in two pilot areas; one at Mount Gable in Connemara and the other in the MacGillycuddy Reeks 
in Co Kerry. 

In order to help progress the Mountain Access Scheme, SLR Consultants with the support of 
the former Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, South Kerry Development 
Partnership and Fáilte Ireland, were tasked with assessing the potential for structured permis-
sive access to the MacGillycuddy Reeks uplands and to identify the most appropriate manage-
ment structure to ensure the sustainable management of the integral environmental and cultural 
heritage of the Reeks, while providing long term clarity on permissive recreational access to 
the mountains.

On foot of the recommendations in the SLR report, a management Forum, whose job it was 
to oversee the implementation of the recommendations of the report, was established in the 
Kerry pilot area in 2014. 

Comhairle na Tuaithe also established a Mountain Access Project Steering Group in 2014, 
which was tasked with reviewing progress in respect of the Mountain Access Pilots, develop-
ing signage for Mountain Access Pilot areas, and issues around a National Indemnity Scheme.  
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During this time, tendering took place for the design of a mountain access logo, and mountain 
access signage and information panels for the two pilot areas, which are now in place.

The Kerry Forum continues to progress and has been very successful in sourcing funding 
under various programmes including the REDZ Programme in both 2015 and 2016, to carry out 
an extensive path repair programme and associated training.  

I understand that in early 2018, the Forum was also successful in securing funding under the 
Locally Led Schemes operated by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine which 
will provide a funding stream over the coming three years or so for further path repairs and 
other works. 

As the Deputy is aware, the draft mountain access project toolkit was published in 2015. 
I believe that this toolkit, along with the learning from the operation of the MacGillycuddy 
Reeks mountain access management Forum, will inform important elements of my Depart-
ment’s work as we move forward.

17/04/2018WRZZZ02600Town and Village Renewal Scheme

17/04/2018WRZZZ027001364. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment when the grants for refurbishing old buildings in rural communities that were announced 
in the action plan for rural development will be available; the details of the scheme; the grant 
assistance which will be available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16008/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ028001365. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Rural and Community De-
velopment further to Parliamentary Question No. 1527 of 16 January 2018, the status of the 
establishment of a pilot scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16035/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ02900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1364 and 1365 together.  

A pilot scheme to encourage residential occupancy in rural towns and villages is currently 
being developed as part of the Town and Village Renewal Scheme which is administered by my 
Department.  The pilot will consider ways in which properties that are currently not in use in 
town centres can be renovated to allow them to be used for residential purposes.  This will help 
to rejuvenate town centres while also contributing to the housing needs of individuals. 

I have established a Steering Group to oversee the design and delivery of the pilot scheme.  
The Steering Group is chaired by my Department, and involves a number of other key Depart-
ments and agencies, including the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the Department of Finance, and the County 
and City Management Association which provides representation from the Local Authority 
sector.  

Work in relation to developing the pilot scheme is ongoing and I hope to be in a position to 
announce details of the pilot scheme shortly.

17/04/2018WRZZZ03100Departmental Expenditure

17/04/2018WRZZZ032001366. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the reason the gross expenditure for his Department was 35.5% behind schedule at the end of 
March 2018, including 71.1% behind profile on the capital expenditure and 27.5% on current 
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expenditure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16053/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ033001367. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the capital and current expenditure to date in 2018 against profile by subhead in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16054/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1366 and 1367 together.  

The Revised Estimates in respect of the Department of Rural and Community Development 
sets out gross capital expenditure of €87.5m and current expenditure of €144m in respect of 
my Department for 2018. The capital expenditure is supplemented by some €7.7m in respect of 
capital carried forward from 2017.

The figures referred to in the Deputy’s question are drawn from the Fiscal Monitor, which 
reflects the estimate of monthly expenditure. 

I have set out in the attached table details of actual expenditure to end of March against 
profile (current (-23%) and capital (-65%)) as requested. These differ slightly from the figures 
referenced by the Deputy as they take account of payments made at the end of March which 
were not foreseen at the time of the compilation of the Fiscal Monitor figures.

Current expenditure was behind profile at end March largely due to timing differences in the 
payment of funding in respect of the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme 
(SICAP) (Subhead B4) which is distributed across Ireland’s 51 geographic SICAP Lots. Sig-
nificant payments amounting to €9.5 million which were originally scheduled to be made in 
March were paid out in early April and will be reflected in the end-April expenditure report. 

A significant portion of capital underspend against profile at the end of March relates to 
the Town and Village Scheme (Subhead A8), which funds capital projects administered by the 
Local Authorities.  I am conscious of the particular demands which were placed on Local Au-
thorities in the early months of this year in responding to severe weather emergencies and these 
may have been a contributory factor to the underspend. However, my Department is in regular 
contact with Local Authorities and other stakeholders with a view to accelerating activity on 
all capital schemes, including the Town and Village Renewal Scheme and I expect to see an 
increase in capital spending as the year progresses.

For example, while the LEADER programme also shows an underspend against profile to 
the end of March, the delivery of this programme on the ground is continuing to grow rapidly.  
At the end of March 2018, 852 projects with a value of over €24.3 million had been approved 
for funding by the LEADER Local Action Groups.  More than 200 further projects were going 
through the approvals process.  Payments will be made to all of these projects as they become 
operational and submit payment claims.  

Finally, it should be noted that all figures provided are provisional, pending audit by the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. The Department is also in the process of building a financial 
system which will be incorporated into the Shared Services for Payroll and there may be some 
minor revisions to figures as that process is completed.

Current Profile Expenditure Difference
V42 –   GROSS 53,631 41,510 -22.60%
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Current Profile Expenditure Difference
A - RURAL DE-
VELOPMENT & 
REGIONAL AF-
FAIRS

2,058 1,551 -24.7%

A.1 -   ADMINIS-
TRATION –PAY

920 879 -4.5%

A.2 -   ADMINIS-
TRATION - NON 
PAY

289 32 -88.8%

A.3 -   DORMANT 
ACCOUNT MEA-
SURES

0 0 0.0%

A.4 -   WESTERN 
DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION

369 331 -10.2%

A.5 -   NATIONAL 
RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT SCHEMES

350 138 -60.6%

A.7 -   TIDY 
TOWNS COMPETI-
TION

0 0 0.0%

A.9 -   RURAL 
BROADBAND, 
REGIONAL ECO-
NOMIC        DE-
VELOPMENT

130 170 30.8%

    
B - COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT

50,602 39,343 -22.3%

B.1 -   ADMINIS-
TRATION - PAY

624 525

B.2 -   ADMINIS-
TRATION - NON 
PAY

265 40 -84.8%

B.3 -   SUPPORTS 
FOR COMMUNITY 
AND VOLUNTARY 
SECTOR (NAT 
LOTT)

4,426 5,262 18.9%

B.4 -   SICAP, LO-
CAL/REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
SUPPORTS (NAT 
LOTT)

19,355 9,657 -50.1%
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Current Profile Expenditure Difference
B.5 -   LOCAL 
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEES 
(SUPPORT)

80 87 8.8%

B.6 -   RAPID 542 42 -92.3%
B.7 -   DORMANT 
ACCOUNTS MEA-
SURES

1,000 314 -68.6%

B.8 -   PRO-
GRAMME FOR 
PEACE AND REC-
ONCILIATION

859 317 -63.1%

B.9 -   IRISH WA-
TER SAFETY

253 129 -49.0%

B.10   - LIBRARY 
DEVELOPMENT 
AND ARCHIVE 
SERVICE

187 41 -78.1%

B.12   - COMMU-
NITY SERVICES   
PROGRAMME

23,011 22,928 -0.4%

B.13   - SOCIAL IN-
CLUSION UNITS

0 0 0.0%

B.14   PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 
NETWORKS

0 0 0.0%

B.15   - OTHER 
SERVICES

0 0 0.0%

C -   CHARITIES 
REGULATORY 
AUTHORITY

971 617 -36.5%

C1 -   ADMINIS-
TRATION  PAY

0 0

C.2 -   ADMINIS-
TRATION - NON 
PAY

0 0 0.0%

C.3 -   CHARITIES 
REGULATORY 
AUTHORITY

971 617 -36.5%

Capital Profile Expenditure Difference
V42 - GROSS 12,103 4,294 -65%
A   - REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT & 
REGIONAL AF-
FAIRS

11,926 4,073 -66%
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Capital Profile Expenditure Difference
A.2 - ADMINIS-
TRATION - NON 
PAY

41 77 87%

A.3 - DORMANT 
ACCOUNT MEA-
SURES

0 0 0%

A.5 - NATIONAL 
RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT SCHEMES

279 632 127%

A.6 - LEADER 
- RURAL ECON-
OMY SUB PRO-
GRAMME

3,908 2,647 -32%

A.8 - TOWN AND 
VILLAGE REGEN-
ERATION

7,589 647 -91%

A.9 - RURAL 
BROADBAND, 
REGIONAL ECO-
NOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT

109 70 -36%

A.10 - LOCAL 
IMPROVEMENT 
SCHEMES

0 0 0%

    
B   - COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT

177 221 25%

B.2 - ADMINIS-
TRATION - NON 
PAY

0 44 0%

B.6 - RAPID 4 4 0%
B.8 - PRO-
GRAMME FOR 
PEACE AND REC-
ONCILIATION

173 173 0%

B.10 - LIBRARY 
DEVELOPMENT 
AND ARCHIVE 
SERVICE

0 0 0%

B.11 - COMMU-
NITY FACILITIES 
FUND

0 0 0%

17/04/2018WRZZZ03600CLÁR Programme

17/04/2018WRZZZ037001368. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
an application for CLÁR funding for a group (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16383/18]
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17/04/2018WRZZZ03800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged rural ar-
eas that have experienced significant levels of de-population.  

The 2018 CLÁR programme was launched on 15th March 2018 with an indicative alloca-
tion of €5 million for this year.  The scheme will provide funding under the following measures:

Measure 1: Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures 

Measure 2: Play Areas (including Multi-Use Games Areas) 

Measure 3: First Response Support Measure 

The closing date for receipt of applications under the scheme is 30th April 2018.  I can con-
firm that, to date, no application has been received from the group referred to by the Deputy.  
However, as will be seen from above, Group Water Schemes are not an eligible Measure under 
the 2018 Scheme.

17/04/2018WRZZZ03900Departmental Staff

17/04/2018WRZZZ040001369. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of clerical officers and clerical assistants in his Department on temporary contracts 
by years of service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in the civil service 
when they have served a fixed period of time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16436/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ04100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): There are 
two currently temporary Clerical Officers employed in my Department.  Both of these employ-
ees are employed are on a contract of six months duration to carry out a specific role for the 
six month period.  They will not be offered permanent positions and the contracts will not be 
renewed or extended when they expire.

17/04/2018WRZZZ04200Community Services Programme

17/04/2018WRZZZ043001370. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
an organisation (details supplied) will receive feedback for a failed community services pro-
gramme application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16451/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ04400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Com-
munity Services Programme (CSP) supports community organisations to provide local services 
through a social enterprise model.  Some 400 organisations are supported under the CSP, with 
funding provided as a contribution to the cost of a manager and an agreed number of full-time 
equivalent positions. 

The organisation in question submitted a business plan to Pobal during 2016 as part of 
the normal CSP Re-Contracting Process.  The organisation did not meet the criteria for contin-
ued funding and it was advised that funding support would cease in 2018.  In the meantime, and 
pending an appeal, funding was approved for a manager and two full-time equivalent staff for 
18 months to June 2018.  The organisation did not appeal the decision.   

Pobal has engaged with the organisation on the matter on a number of occasions since the 
decision was made and feedback has been provided on the unsuccessful business plan.
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17/04/2018WRZZZ04500Employment Support Services

17/04/2018WRZZZ046001371. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the policies and supports in place to encourage employers to engage persons with disabili-
ties, particularly persons with Down’s, syndrome to work for them; if additional supports are 
planned to promote same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14965/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ04700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Through the Comprehensive Employment Strategy, the Govern-
ment recognises the importance for people with disabilities of participation in employment.  As 
part of the strategy, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection is committed 
to improving employment outcomes and removing barriers to employment for persons with a 
disability.  

The Department’s supports for people with disabilities have been designed to enable per-
sons with a disability to achieve their employment ambitions by focusing on the individual 
person’s ability and capacity rather than taking an approach that focuses on a particular type of 
disability such as that linked with Down Syndrome.

The Department engages regularly with employers to highlight the benefits of employing 
people with disabilities and the department promotes workplace supports for people with dis-
abilities and engages with employers on an ongoing basis.  For instance, the Employer Informa-
tion Pack (which is available on the Department’s website at http://www.welfare.ie/en/down-
loads/employerpack.pdf) contains information on supports available to people with disabilities 
and employers.  The range of supports and services available to employers are regularly high-
lighted at for example, “road shows” and Job Fairs directed at employers.  

The Department provides a range of work related supports for employers who recruit and 
employ people with disabilities, these include: 

- The Wage Subsidy Scheme (WSS) that has been designed to increase the likelihood of 
people with disabilities participating in the open labour market by providing financial incen-
tives to private sector employers;

- The Reasonable Accommodation Fund that assists employers to take appropriate measures 
to enable a person with a disability/impairment to have access to employment by providing a 
range of grants. These grants and supports include the Workplace Equipment Adaptation Grant, 
the Personal Reader Grant, the Job Interview Interpreter Grant and the Employee Retention 
Grant. 

I trust this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRZZZ04800Gender Recognition

17/04/2018WRZZZ049001372. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if there is provision for Irish citizens living in Northern Ireland to obtain a gender recogni-
tion certificate from the State; if not, her plans to facilitate such a provision; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [16002/18]

17/04/2018WRZZZ05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Section 9 of the Gender Recognition Act 2015, sets out the persons who may apply for a gender 
recognition certificate from the State.  There is no provision for an Irish citizen whose birth was 
registered in Northern Ireland and who is resident in Northern Ireland to apply for a Gender 
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Recognition Certificate.  

A review of the Act is currently underway and this issue is one of the issues being consid-
ered by the group established to conduct the review.  Under the terms of reference, it is intended 
that the group’s report will be submitted to me by the end of May.

17/04/2018WRAAAA00200Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRAAAA003001373. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14970/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s Allowance (CA) is a means-tested payment, made to a person providing full-time care 
and attention to a child or an adult who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 25 October 2017.

It is a condition for receipt of CA that the carer’s means must be less than the statutory limit.

It is a further condition that the carer must provide full-time care and attention and that if the 
carer is employed outside the home, the hours of employment cannot exceed 15 hours per week.

The application was disallowed on the grounds that the carer did not satisfy any of these 
conditions.

The person concerned was notified on 14 March 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA00500Carer’s Allowance Payments

17/04/2018WRAAAA006001374. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14971/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

CA was awarded to the person concerned on 27 February 2018 and the first payment issued 
to her nominated bank account on 4 March 2018.

Arrears of allowance due from to 16 November 2017 have also issued.  The person con-
cerned was notified of these details on 27 February 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA00800Carer’s Allowance Applications
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17/04/2018WRAAAA009001375. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14972/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
the 23 February 2018.

Additional information was requested from her on 6 April 2018.  Once the information is 
received the application will be processed and she will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA01100Carer’s Allowance Payments

17/04/2018WRAAAA012001376. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14973/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

CA was awarded to the person concerned on 9 March 2018 and first payment issued to her 
nominated post office on 15 March 2018.

Arrears of allowance due from to 31 August 2017 to 14 March 2018 have also issued.

The person concerned was notified on 9 March 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA01400Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRAAAA015001377. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14974/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

An application for Carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 25 
September 2017. 

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
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ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care. 

The person concerned was notified on 13 March 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of his right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA01700Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRAAAA018001378. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14975/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

An application for (CA) was received from the person concerned on 23 January 2018.  Ad-
ditional information in relation to the person’s application was requested on 21 March 2018.

Once the information is received the application will be processed and the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA02000Carer’s Allowance Appeals

17/04/2018WRAAAA021001379. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14976/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 12 July 
2017.

It is a condition for receipt of CA that the person concerned must be providing full-time care 
and attention.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that the evidence did not indicate that this condition was satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on 13 October 2017 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

My department were notified on 10 November 2017 that the person concerned had appealed 
this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  A submission in support of the 
decision was forwarded to the SWAO on 21 November 2017.

On 23 February 2018 the SWAO notified the person concerned that their appeal was disal-
lowed.
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Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of an Appeals Officer is final and conclusive 
and may only be reviewed in the light of relevant additional evidence or new facts.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA02300Carer’s Allowance Payments

17/04/2018WRAAAA024001380. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14977/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

CA was awarded to the person concerned on 9 April 2018 and first payment issued to his 
nominated bank account on 12 April 2018.

Arrears of allowance due from to 23 November 2017 to 11 April 2018 have also issued.

The person concerned was notified on 9 April 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and of 
his right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA02600Carer’s Allowance Appeals

17/04/2018WRAAAA027001381. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14978/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
registered in that office on 8 March 2018.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These 
papers have been received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 15 March 2018 and the case 
will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based 
on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA02900Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRAAAA030001382. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 



Questions - Written Answers

632

will make a statement on the matter. [14979/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 24 January 
2018.

It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have such a dis-
ability that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continual supervision in 
order to avoid danger to him or herself and likely to require this level of care for at least twelve 
months.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on 26 March 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of his right of review and appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA03200Carer’s Allowance Payments

17/04/2018WRAAAA033001383. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied). [14980/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

CA was awarded to the person concerned on 9 April 2018 and the first payment issued to her 
nominated bank account on 12 April 2018.  

Arrears of allowance due from to 14 December 2017 have also issued.  The person con-
cerned was notified of these details on 9 April 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA03500Disability Allowance Appeals

17/04/2018WRAAAA036001384. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [14981/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from 
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These papers have been received 
in the Social Welfare Appeals Office and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who 
will make a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if 
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required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA03800Disability Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRAAAA039001385. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [14983/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA04000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this gentleman on 18 January 2018.

On 10 April 2018 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documentation 
required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on his eligibility.

On receipt of this information a decision will be made on his DA application and the person 
concerned will be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA04100Disability Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRAAAA042001386. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [14984/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA04300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that an application from this lady for disability allow-
ance (DA) was received by the Department on 29 January 2018.

The processing time for individual DA claims may vary in accordance with their relative 
complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circumstances and the 
information they provide in support of their claim.

The application has been referred to a Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for a report on the 
person’s means and circumstances.  Once the SWI has submitted his/her report to DA section, a 
decision will be made on the application and this lady will be notified directly of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA04400Disability Allowance Payments

17/04/2018WRAAAA045001387. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance for a person (details supplied). [14993/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA04600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
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(Deputy Finian McGrath): This gentleman was in receipt of another social welfare payment, 
or an increase was paid to another for his benefit, during the period 15 November 2017 to 20 
March 2018.  Consequently, the amount of social welfare already paid required calculation and 
was deducted from any arrears due.  The figure deducted from arrears due did not include any 
additional amounts for fuel allowance or for living alone allowance.

This process was completed by my department as quickly as possible.  Disability allowance 
arrears issued to the person in question on 27 March 2018.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA04700Disability Allowance Payments

17/04/2018WRAAAA048001388. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [14994/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA04900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded disability allowance with 
effect from 20 December 2017.  The first payment will be made by his chosen payment method 
on 11 April 2018.

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is cal-
culated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments (if applicable).

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRAAAA05000Disability Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRAAAA051001389. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [15005/18]

17/04/2018WRAAAA05200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that my department received an application for disabil-
ity allowance (DA) from this gentleman on 21 February 2018.  On completion of the necessary 
investigations on all aspects of the claim a decision will be made and the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome.

The processing time for individual DA claims may vary in accordance with their relative 
complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circumstances and the 
information they provide in support of their claim.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB00200Disability Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRBBBB003001390. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance for a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15047/18]
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17/04/2018WRBBBB00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned submitted an application for disability al-
lowance (DA) on 9 October 2017.  Their application, based upon all the evidence submitted, 
was refused on medical grounds as it was not found that this gentleman was substantially re-
stricted in taking up employment. 

The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 19 February 2018 and was 
also notified of their right to request a review of this decision or to appeal it to the independent 
Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  No request for an appeal or review has been received. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB00500Disability Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRBBBB006001391. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [15048/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this gentleman on 26 January 2018.  

On 10 April 2018 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documentation 
required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on his eligibility. 

On receipt of this information a decision will be made on his DA application and the person 
concerned will be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB00800Disability Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRBBBB009001392. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance for a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15049/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 11 January 2018.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection  These 
papers have been received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 12 February 2018 and the 
case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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17/04/2018WRBBBB01100Disability Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRBBBB012001393. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance for a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15050/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned submitted an application for disability al-
lowance (DA) on 4 September 2017.  Their application, based upon all the evidence submitted, 
was refused on medical grounds as it was not found that this gentleman was substantially re-
stricted in taking up employment.  The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision 
on 16 November 2017.

Further medical evidence was received and a review of this decision was carried out.  The 
original decision was upheld and the person concerned was notified in writing on 8 March 
2018.  He was also advised of his right to appeal this decision to the independent social welfare 
appeals office.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB01400Carer’s Allowance Appeals

17/04/2018WRBBBB015001394. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15051/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully con-
sidered all of the available evidence including that adduced at the oral hearing, has decided to 
disallow the appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned was notified of the Appeals 
Officer’s decision on 3 April 2018.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB01700Carer’s Allowance Appeals

17/04/2018WRBBBB018001395. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15052/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
referred to an Appeals Officer on 16 March 2018, who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB02000Social Insurance Payments

17/04/2018WRBBBB021001396. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason a person (details supplied) has been paying class B PRSI contributions as 
opposed to class A from 1998/99; if the PRSI record will be amended should the original clas-
sification be incorrect; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15053/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Scope insurability section in my Department is responsible for decisions on the insurability of 
employment under the Social Welfare Acts. Employers, employees or the self-employed may 
apply to the section to have an employment or self-employment status investigated and the cor-
rect class of pay-related social insurance (PRSI) determined. 

No application for a decision has been received from the individual referred to by the Dep-
uty.

The person concerned may apply to Scope section to have the circumstances of their em-
ployment established with a view to determining the correct class of PRSI.  If the wrong class 
of PRSI has been returned, the employer would be required to pay the correct contribution for 
the period in question.  The individual’s record would be amended accordingly.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB02300Public Services Card

17/04/2018WRBBBB024001397. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 544 of 8 March 2018 and 972 of 20 March 2018, 
the way in which customers with passports who collect their payments on a weekly basis in the 
post office authenticate identity to SAFE 2 standard for the purposes of enabling the collection 
of PSI data by post; and the location in which the existing photos utilised to complete the SAFE 
2 process are obtained. [15068/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has operated a number of methods to SAFE register a person.  One of these was via 
post where the customer had already successfully applied for and held a passport. 

In the case of the Passport Office data, the photograph is verified in a face-to-face interac-
tion at the passport application stage.  

The postal method of registration was offered in the following circumstances

1.  The customer was in receipt of a payment from the Department;

2.  The customer was over 66 years of age and had a Free Travel entitlement; and

3.  The Public Service Identity (PSI) data provided to the passport office exactly matched the 
data held on the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) system.

In these circumstances the customer was issued a form (PSC1) offering them the facility to 
complete the SAFE registration process by post.  It was highlighted in the communication that 
this would only take place with the clear consent of the customer.  Thereafter my Department 
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would utilise the passport photograph to complete the SAFE 2 process.  This eliminated the 
need to attend at an Intreo Centre or a dedicated SAFE registration centre specifically for the 
purpose of registering to SAFE 2.   

If and only if the customer consented to completing SAFE registration via this method, the 
photograph supplied to the passport office was securely uploaded to the DEASP system.  

As 76% of the adult population, including 91% of all free travel customers, are now SAFE 
registered, this Department is no longer offering this method of registration. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB02600Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRBBBB027001398. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15069/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully consid-
ered all of the available evidence including that adduced at the oral hearing, has decided to al-
low the appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals 
Officer’s decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB02900Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRBBBB030001399. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15070/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
referred to an Appeals Officer on 27 March 2018, who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB03200Carer’s Allowance Appeals

17/04/2018WRBBBB033001400. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an oral hearing will be considered in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
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she will make a statement on the matter. [15071/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
referred to an Appeals Officer on 27 March 2018, who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Deputy’s request for an oral hearing of this case will be brought to the attention of the 
Appeals Officer. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB03500Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRBBBB036001401. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15072/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

My Department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 6 December 
2017. 

It is a condition for receipt of CA that every claimant shall furnish such certificates, docu-
ments, information and evidence as may be required for the purposes of deciding their claim.

This application was disallowed on the grounds that the carer was not providing full-time 
care and attention as required and that she failed to furnish information requested by the decid-
ing officer on 28 February 2018. 

The person concerned was notified on 9 April 2018 of this decision, the reasons for it and of 
her right of review and appeal.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB03800Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRBBBB039001402. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will be made on a carer’s allowance application by a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15142/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.
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I confirm that my Department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
the 16 January 2018.  

The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB04100Living Alone Allowance

17/04/2018WRBBBB042001403. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if payments will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15145/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB04300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded Living Alone Allowance 
(LAA) with effect from 21 February 2018.  A letter issued to this gentleman informing him of 
this on 15 March 2018.

Arrears of payment due issued to the person concerned on 15 March 2018.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy

17/04/2018WRBBBB04400Community Employment Schemes Operation

17/04/2018WRBBBB045001404. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the measures taken by her Department to ensure that the attention of those on community 
employment schemes is drawn to their holiday pay entitlement; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [15167/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
When Community Employment (CE) applicants are appointed, the Sponsor, as the employer, 
is fully responsible for all aspects concerning the management and welfare of participants. An 
employment contract and description of work tasks must be drawn up between the Sponsor and 
each participant.

A CE participant engaged for the full duration of a 52-week project is entitled to 81 hours 
holidays per project year (or on a pro-rata basis 8% of time worked). Where a lesser period is 
worked, holidays should be calculated on a pro rata basis.  CE participants are entitled, without 
loss of pay, to all public holidays that fall on days they would normally work.  Holidays must 
be taken within the 52-week project period.  Holiday pay/time off is earned against time worked 
and CE participants have an entitlement to pay in lieu of any untaken holidays at the end of 
their CE placement under Section 23 of the Organisation of Working Time Act 1997, similar to 
other workers.

A CE Supervisor qualifies for the statutory holiday entitlement, which is 8% of the hours 
an employee works in a leave year (but subject to a maximum of 4 working weeks) plus public 
holidays. Holidays must be taken within the 52-week period of the project.

A formal process of recording annual leave is required for the Supervisor(s) and participants.  
A leave sheet for each Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) 
funded employee (Supervisors, Assistant Supervisors and participants) signed by the Sponsor 
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should be made available to the DEASP Officer. 

Since 1 August 2015, an employee can accumulate statutory annual leave entitlement during 
a period of certified sick leave.  Employees on long-term sick leave can retain annual leave they 
could not take due to illness for up to 15 months after the end of the year in which it is accrued. 

It is a matter for the Sponsor/Supervisor to ensure that all holiday entitlements are taken as 
leave before the end of the participant’s contract.  Holiday arrangements are a matter of agree-
ment between the Sponsor and the participant. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRBBBB04700Pensions Data

17/04/2018WRBBBB048001405. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of qualified adults over 66 years of age to which the primary payment is the 
State pension; and the gender breakdown in this regard. [15172/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB049001406. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of men and women in receipt of the State pension (contributory). [15173/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB050001407. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of men and women in receipt of the State pension (non-contributory). [15174/18]

17/04/2018WRBBBB05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1405 to 1407, inclusive, together. 

The information requested by the Deputy is detailed in the following table.

Scheme Increase for Qualified Adult 
age over 66

Recipients Total Num-
ber of Ben-
eficiaries 
aged over 66 
years

Male Female Male Female Total
State Pension 
Contributory

1,184 48,405 249,569 147,806 446,964

State Pension 
Non Con-
tributory

4 1 36,675 57,774 94,454

Totals 1,185 48,406 286,244 205,580 541,418

17/04/2018WRCCCC00300Widow’s Pension Data

17/04/2018WRCCCC004001408. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of men and women in receipt of the widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil 
partner’s pension. [15175/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC00500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): At 
the end of March, 120,485 people were in receipt of a widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil 
partner’s pension (contributory), of whom 102,549 were female and 17,936 were male.
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The weekly average number of recipients of widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s 
pension (non-contributory) in the first quarter of this year was 1,450; a similar breakdown by 
male/female is not readily available in respect of this scheme.

17/04/2018WRCCCC00600Social Welfare Benefits Data

17/04/2018WRCCCC007001409. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of men and women in receipt of death benefit. [15176/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC00800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
average number of Death Benefit payments made each week during the first quarter of this year 
was 718; a breakdown by male/female is not readily available by my Department.

17/04/2018WRCCCC00900Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

17/04/2018WRCCCC010001410. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the amount of expenditure on consultancy by her Department in each of the years 2015 to 
2017; the number of consultants engaged by her Department in those years; the names of the 
consultancy companies awarded contracts; and the steps which have been taken to reduce the 
expenditure on consultancy and the reliance on consultants by her Department in these years 
and for the future. [15200/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
procurement of services is essential to support the Department in providing a high quality ser-
vice to the public in a cost effective and efficient manner and is governed by a comprehensive 
regulatory, legal and procedural framework. 

The Department is engaged in a number of service delivery modernisation and transforma-
tion programmes involving business process, organisational and technological change.  These 
programmes are supported by the procurement of external consultants to provide advice, and 
the separate engagement of external development services (IT external service provision).  

The procurement of external consultancy services is essential to support the Department 
in meeting its objectives.  Where required, external consultants are engaged for a fixed period 
following procurement exercises conducted in accordance with Department procedures that are 
compliant with EU and national legislation and with guidelines set down by the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform. 

A breakdown of annual expenditure on consultancy and IT external service provision, and 
a list of purchase orders for €20,000 and above, are published on the Procurement Policy page 
of Department’s website www.welfare.ie.  In addition, in accordance with FOI legislation with 
effect from January 2016, details of public contracts awarded over €25,000 are also available 
on www.welfare.ie.  Details of expenditure on consultancy for the years 2015 to 2017 are set in 
the tables below. 

My Department closely monitors expenditure on consultancy and it is kept to a minimum.  
All procurements under Consultancy Expenditure must be approved by the Department’s Proj-
ect Governance Committee prior to tendering for the service.  In 2017, expenditure on con-
sultancy increased due to the legislative requirements to undertake an actuarial review of the 
Social Inclusion Fund, a commitment to the Oireachtas to undertake an independent review of 
the Amendments to the One Parent Family scheme, and work undertaken to ensure compliance 
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with the forthcoming data protection regulation.  

During the period 2015 – 2017 the engagement of external consultants was necessary in or-
der to provide valuable support for the Department’s service delivery modernisation and trans-
formation programmes.  The procurement of external consultants was undertaken in compli-
ance with best practice and achieving best value for money.  My Department will continue to 
procure external consultants, where essential, who work in tandem with staff of my Department 
to ensure that the highest standard of customer service is delivered. 

2017

Consultancy Company Amount -
KPMG €256,670 Actuarial Review of the 

Social Insurance Fund
Mazars €209,100 Compliance with EU GDPR
Indecon €104,944 Independent Review of the 

Amendments to OFP
ESRI €61,500 Joint Research Programme 

on Retirement
Consult Hyperion €61,194 SAFE - Expert Advice
Mazars €56,734 Outsourced Internal Audit 

Expertise
ESRI €15,678 Measurement and Analyses 

of Income and Living Con-
ditions

Clickworks Limited and 
iReach

€11,808 Strategic Review of DSP 
Website

Irish Research Council €10,558 Social Protection Research 
Innovation Awards

Grant Thornton €7,749 Security Partner Services
Total €795,935
2016

Consultancy Company Amount
ESRI €63,975 Analysis & Measurement of 

Poverty & Social Exclusion 
Consult Hyperion €39,307 SAFE - Expert Advice
Irish Research Council €29,940 Social Protection Research 

Innovation Awards
National College of Ireland €29,900 Development of NFQ 

Programme for Training in 
DEASP

Indecon €29,077 Review of Local Employ-
ment Services

Mazars €15,074 Outsourced Internal Audit 
Expertise 

The Analytics Store €9,471 Predictive Analytics Model-
ling



Questions - Written Answers

644

Consultancy Company Amount
Grant Thornton €14,637 Provision of Security Partner 

Services
Renaissance Contingency 
Services Ltd

€7,749 Business Continuity Man-
agement Programme

Total €239,130
2015

Consultancy Company Amount -
Mercer €278,479 Implementation of Mediated 

Agreement on Hogan Case
ESRI €67,973 Analysis & Measurement of 

Poverty & Social Exclusion
Indecon International Eco-
nomic Consultants

€59,280 Provision of Consultancy 
Services to review the 
EmployAbility (Supported 
Employment) Service  

Irish Research Council €42,250 Social Inclusion Research 
Innovation Awards

Consult Hyperion €25,709 SAFE - Expert Advice 
Mel Cousins €18,000 Review of Rent Supplement 

under Equal Status Acts
RITS Information Security €11,480 Confidential Forensic Ser-

vices
ESRI €6,285 Evaluation Research 

(BTEA)
EisnerAmper Ireland €5,535 External Assessment of 

Internal Audit Unit
ESRI €4,000 Action Learning, Behav-

ioural Economics & Pay-
ments Migration

Total €518,991

17/04/2018WRCCCC01200Rural Social Scheme Eligibility

17/04/2018WRCCCC013001411. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to abolish the six-year rule for participants in the rural social scheme over 55 
years of age; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15231/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC01400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
rural social scheme (RSS) provides opportunities for farmers and fishermen/women who are 
currently in receipt of specified social welfare payments to work to provide certain services of 
benefit to rural communities.  Communities benefit from the skills and talents of local farmers 
and fishermen and participants have the opportunity to improve existing skills, or develop new 
skills, while performing this valuable work in their local communities

Since 1st February 2017, all participants commencing on the RSS have to be over 25 years 
of age and a 6 year overall participation limit on the work scheme also applies.  This new mea-
sure ensures that places become available to provide opportunities for other farmers and fisher-
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men to take part in the scheme. Currently, there are no plans to change the eligibility conditions 
for persons over 55 years of age.  RSS participants who commenced on the scheme prior to 1st 
February 2017 will remain on the scheme, as long as they continue to remain eligible for the 
scheme.  To be eligible to participate on the RSS, an individual must satisfy the qualifying cri-
teria for the scheme.  This includes having an entitlement to one of the qualifying social welfare 
payments, be actively farming and maintaining an underlying entitlement to Farm/Fish Assist.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRCCCC01500Rural Social Scheme Eligibility

17/04/2018WRCCCC016001412. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to revise the rural social scheme eligibility rules to allow extended members of 
farming families, such as nephews and nieces of the herd owner, to participate on the scheme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15232/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Rural Social Scheme (RSS) is an income support initiative to provide part-time employment 
opportunities for farmers or fishermen who are in receipt of certain social welfare payments and 
are underemployed in their primary occupation.  The work undertaken is primarily to support 
local service provision via community, voluntary and not-for-profit organisations, provided that 
this does not displace existing service provision or employment. 

In order to be eligible to participate on the RSS, participants must be actively farming/ fish-
ing and have an entitlement to an underlying qualifying DEASP payment.  An eligible farmer 
must also have a valid herd number.  Participation is by voluntary self-selection and is depen-
dent on the availability of vacancies in the relevant locality. 

There is provision under the scheme for an eligible applicant to use a herd number belong-
ing to a spouse, parent or a sibling provided they satisfy the other conditions of the scheme, 
including being actively farming.  There are no plans to extend the scheme to nephews and 
nieces of the herd owner.  This is to ensure that access to limited places is available for those 
who need it most.  

The Deputy will appreciate that there is significant demand for places on the RSS and only 
people who satisfy the conditions can be considered for participation.  However, it should be 
noted that my Department keeps all aspects of its programmes under review to ensure the best 
outcomes for participants and communities.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRCCCC01800Tús Programme

17/04/2018WRCCCC019001413. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to reverse proposed cuts to the Tús scheme which would reduce the current 
national quota of 8,500 to 6,500 participants and reduce 388 supervisors to 325; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15233/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC020001414. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if the referral of names from her Department to participate on Tús will be accelerated 
in order that implementing bodies can fill their quotas; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15234/18]



Questions - Written Answers

646

17/04/2018WRCCCC02100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to answer Questions Nos 1413 and 1414 together. 

Tús is one of a range of supports provided by my Department to cater for long-term un-
employed jobseekers and those most distant from the labour market. The scheme commenced 
operation in 2011 as a response to the high level of unemployment and the large numbers on 
the Live Register at that time.  There are 47 Local Development Companies (LDCs), as well as 
Údarás na Gaeltachta, involved in the delivery of the Tús programme - known as Implementing 
Bodies (IBs).   

Recently changes were introduced to the selection criteria for Tús which should broaden the 
availability of Tús to a greater number of people on the Live Register.  This includes an increase 
in the percentage of assisted referrals from 20% to 30%, as well as permitting someone who has 
had a break of up to 30 days on the Live Register in the past 12 months to be considered eligible 
for Tús selection.  If an IB is experiences any difficulty obtaining referrals from DEASP, they 
should liaise with the local DEASP Division who seek to ensure seamless referral of jobseekers 
to match recruitment patterns. 

The Deputy will appreciate that the reduction in the unemployment rate is a factor in re-
cruitment to all programmes.  Given the welcome improvements in the labour market in recent 
years with reducing numbers of long-term unemployed on the Live Register, which is the target 
cohort for Tús, it is proving difficult to fill the number of places available nationwide.  In ad-
dition, long-term unemployment is expected to fall further this year.  In the five years since the 
end of December 2012, there has been a 48% fall in the numbers on the Live Register who are 
more than 1 year unemployed.  

In this context the Department is currently engaging with the Irish Local Development Net-
work – the representative body for the IBs.

The Department keeps all aspects of its activation programmes under review to ensure the 
best outcomes for participants and communities.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRCCCC02300Labour Activation Programmes

17/04/2018WRCCCC024001415. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on whether feedback to implementing bodies on the experience and effec-
tiveness of JobPath is largely negative; her further views on whether the Tús community work 
placement scheme is more effective and represents better value for money; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [15235/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department provides a range of activation supports and programmes, including JobPath, cater-
ing for long-term unemployed jobseekers and those most distant from the labour market.  These 
supports include the JobPath service and programmes such as Community Employment (CE) 
and Tús.

The feedback on the JobPath service has been quite positive; the Department recently pub-
lished the results of the 2017 Customer Satisfaction Survey. While the results of the 2016 sur-
vey revealed high levels of customer satisfaction, the 2017 survey has shown an improvement 
across all aspects of the service.
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Overall satisfaction has improved from mean score of 4.05 (2016) to 4.26 (2017), on a five 
point scale where the top score possible is 5.0. Scores are very strong across all assessment ar-
eas (Offices, Staff, Services and Processes) and JobPath clients are most satisfied with the staff 
and offices.   

The strongest improvements are noted in the performance of JobPath providers in deliver-
ing a good understanding of the service being offered, timely organisation of the first meeting 
and personal advisor aid to develop a Personal Progression Plan. Just over 80 % of clients agree 
that the JobPath service has helped improve their prospects in getting a job.   

The results of the Independent Customer Satisfaction Survey are available on the Depart-
ment’s website at – http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/2017_CSSResults_JobPath.pdf. 

As at end of March, approximately 155,878 Jobseekers have engaged with the service, with 
only 567 complaints received in total – 0.36 per cent. Of these 377 were related to Customer 
Service, 118 involved policy issues, 54 related to clients not wishing to engage, 11 Data Protec-
tion queries and 7 related to Legislation.  To date only six customers have requested my Depart-
ment to review their complaint, all have been finalised.

Schemes such as Tús provide part-time temporary work in local communities, as a stepping-
stone back to employment.  However, it is important to note that these placements are not 
full-time sustainable jobs.  Instead, they are designed to break the cycle of unemployment and 
maintain work readiness, thereby improving a person’s opportunities of returning to the labour 
market or getting a job for the first time.  

JobPath aims to place jobseekers into full-time sustainable employment by providing inten-
sive individual support to help them to overcome barriers to employment.  

The Department is very conscious of the valuable contribution the Tús scheme is making in 
the provision of services to individuals and communities across Ireland.  

I am satisfied that both JobPath and Tús play an important role in customer activation and 
employment support, however they are services with a different nature and direction and are 
not directly comparable.

The Department keeps all aspects of its activation programmes under review to ensure the 
best outcomes for participants

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRCCCC02600Mortgage Arrears Information and Advice Service

17/04/2018WRCCCC027001416. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the schemes in place to help a person who is struggling to meet monthly mortgage repay-
ments; and if there is a scheme to replace mortgage interest supplement. [15307/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
most appropriate way in which customers experiencing mortgage difficulties can be supported 
is through on-going engagement with their lender to explore sustainable solutions..

The Deputy may be aware that the Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS), under 
the aegis of the Citizens Information Board, provides assistance to people, in particular those 
on low incomes or living on social welfare payments, who are over-indebted and need help 
and advice with debt problems.  As part of its free services, MABS provides help and advice to 



Questions - Written Answers

648

those in mortgage arrears.  

The role of MABS was expanded in 2015 with the establishment of a Dedicated Mortgage 
Arrears MABS service (DMA MABS) across the MABS network, to help people specifically 
with home mortgage arrears.  There are 32 specialist DMA advisors working across 27 locations 
countrywide, assisting borrowers to assess the options available to them and, where required, 
negotiating with lenders on their behalf.  To date, the DMA service has helped approximately 
5,150 such borrowers.  

Additionally, MABS provides a national network of court mentors who attend each listed 
repossession Court hearing countrywide. The mentors provide support to distressed borrowers 
who are facing the loss of their home and signpost them to the appropriate services.  To date, 
over 1,400 borrowers have been referred onward to MABS advisors through the court mentor 
service.  

In 2016, a further initiative was announced by Government, known as Abhaile.  This scheme 
further extends the free services already available to borrowers through the DMA MABS ser-
vice and the court mentor service.  This voucher based scheme, for which MABS is the gate-
way, provides access for people, who are insolvent and in home mortgage arrears, to access 
independent expert financial and/or legal advice and assistance, free of charge.  To date, ap-
proximately 11,700 vouchers for services have been issued, in respect of c. 7,000 principle 
private residences.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRCCCC02900Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Applications

17/04/2018WRCCCC030001417. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of the partial capacity benefit for a person (details supplied); when a decision will 
be made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15317/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC03100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person in question was in receipt of Illness Benefit and ap-
plied for Partial Capacity Benefit.  In accordance with standard procedure they were referred 
for a medical assessment to determine their eligibility for this scheme.  This assessment is due 
to be conducted on 25 April at a location suitable for the applicant.  Following the medical as-
sessment a Deciding Officer will determine if the applicant qualifies for this scheme and the 
applicant will be notified in writing.

17/04/2018WRCCCC03200Carer’s Allowance Data

17/04/2018WRCCCC033001418. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons in receipt of carer’s allowance in circumstances in which the pay-
ment is paid in respect of a carer caring for a child with a life-limiting condition; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15319/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): At 
the end of March 2018, carer’s allowance was in payment to 76,097 carers who are providing 
full-time care and attention to 83,014 people; of these 23,626 (29%) are aged less than 18 years.

My Department does not collate data on the numbers of care recipients by type of condition.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRCCCC03500Legislative Programme

17/04/2018WRCCCC036001419. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of Bills both enacted and published by her Department which originated in 
work carried out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular form; 
the details of each Bill in the corresponding year; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15347/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department engages with the Law Reform Commission from time to time.  For example, on 
occasions between 2010 and 2016  my Department and the Commission engaged in projects in 
relation to establishing the current status of post 1922 legislation (both primary and secondary), 
for which my department has responsibility .

My Department, however, has not enacted any legislation in the period concerned, which 
originated in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission.  

17/04/2018WRCCCC03800Poverty Data

17/04/2018WRCCCC039001420. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the recent Social Justice Ireland poverty focus 2018 report on poverty levels among 
workers includes the circa 57,000 households in receipt of family income supplement, now the 
working family payment; if not, the bearing this would have on the report’s findings; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [15405/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Poverty Focus 2018 report was produced by Social Justice Ireland and represents their analysis 
of the 2016 CSO SILC data. My Department cannot therefore comment with certainty on the 
detail of the analysis in the report.

The most up to date data on poverty in Ireland is contained in the CSO’s annual Survey on 
Income and Living Conditions (SILC) results. 

The SILC report for 2016 indicated that the risk of poverty for those in work was 5.6%.  
Here, a person is defined as being at risk of poverty if living in a household with an equivalised 
income below 60% of the median income in the country. Household income is defined as inclu-
sive of all social transfers.

In response to an inquiry from my Department, the CSO has indicated, based on analysis 
of the underlying SILC data, that the risk of poverty among those in work would have been 
6.1% if reported income from Family Income Supplement had been excluded from the reported 
income of all households.  It should be noted that exclusion of FIS from the concept of income 
would lead to some small change in the median income (and thus of the poverty threshold) by 
comparison with the median income data published in the official SILC report.

17/04/2018WRCCCC04100Household Benefits Scheme

17/04/2018WRCCCC042001421. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
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tection if the removal of a household benefits package for a person (details supplied) can be 
re-examined with a view to reinstating this payment; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15407/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
household benefits package (HHB) comprises the electricity or gas allowance, and the free tele-
vision licence.  The package is generally available to people living in the State, aged 66 years 
or over who are in receipt of a social welfare type payment or who satisfy a means test.  The 
package is also available to carers and people with disabilities under the age of 66 who are in 
receipt of certain welfare type payments.  Widows and widowers aged from 60 to 65 whose late 
spouses had been in receipt of the household benefits package retain that entitlement.  

Therefore anyone aged under 70 years of age must be in receipt of a qualifying payment 
from the Department or satisfy a means test in order to qualify for HHB.  They must also sat-
isfy the household composition test meaning they must live alone or only with certain excepted 
people, who are -

- A qualified adult (a spouse, civil partner or cohabitant is considered a qualified adult if a 
person is receiving an allowance for him/her with their payment, or would be receiving a pay-
ment for them but for the fact that they are in receipt of a payment   in their own right)

- Dependent children under the age of 18, or under the age of 22 if in full-time education (a 
certificate from the school/college must be supplied for those aged 18 or over)

- A person who is so incapacitated as to require constant care and attention for at least 12 
months (medical certification may be required)

- A person(s) who would qualify for the allowance in his/her own right (for example, a per-
son getting a State pension)

- A person who is providing the claimant or someone in their household with constant care 
and attention, if they are so incapacitated as to require constant care and attention for at least 12 
months (medical certification may be required). 

The records of the Department show that the son of the person concerned, who is currently 
employed, resides in the household.  As such he is not considered an excepted person as out-
lined above.

Any decision to change the qualifying conditions for receipt of HHB would have to be con-
sidered in the context of overall budgetary negotiations.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

17/04/2018WRCCCC04400Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

17/04/2018WRCCCC045001422. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the level of savings a person may have and still qualify for a means-tested payment 
or part thereof; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15408/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): So-
cial welfare legislation provides that the yearly value of property (including capital) owned 
but not personally used or enjoyed is assessable for social assistance payments.  Such property 
includes all monies held in financial institutions or otherwise, the market value of shares and 
houses and premises owned by a claimant which may or may not be put to commercial use.  
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However, it does not include property such as the family home or, for example, a premises used 
by the claimant in carrying out a business. 

The capital assessment formula for social assistance schemes provides for an initial dis-
regard of a certain amount of capital, and an increasing notional weekly value for amounts in 
excess of the disregarded amount.  For most schemes, such as jobseeker’s allowance, farm as-
sist, one-parent family payment and the state pension non-contributory, the initial disregard is 
€20,000 of capital.  The capital disregard in the case of disability allowance is €50,000 and, for 
supplementary welfare allowance, is €5,000. 

The capital assessment formula is outlined in the table below.

AMOUNT OF CAPITAL WEEKLY MEANS ASSESSED
Initial capital disregard for the scheme Nil
Next €10,000 €1 per each €1,000
Following €10,000 €2 per each €1,000
Remainder €4 per each €1,000
The amount of savings that a person can have and still qualify for a part payment varies by 

scheme.  For instance, some schemes, such as the state pension non-contributory, one-parent 
family payment and carer’s allowance, have a general means disregard.  State pension non-
contributory (SPNC) has a general means disregard of €30 per week.  This means that a person 
in receipt of SPNC with no other income can have savings of €40,000 (which would result in 
a weekly means assessment from capital of €30) and qualify for the maximum weekly rate of 
payment.  An SPNC recipient can have up to €257.70 of weekly means and qualify for a mini-
mum payment.  Accordingly, a single pensioner could have €96,000 in savings and no other 
means, which would be assessed as €254 weekly means and a weekly SPNC payment of €7 per 
week.  The pensioner could also qualify for fuel allowance, the household benefits package, the 
living alone increase, the new telephone support allowance, and Free Travel.

A jobseeker can have €20,000 in savings and qualify for the maximum weekly rate of job-
seeker’s allowance.  A single claimant could have savings of €80,000 and no other means, 
which would be assessed as weekly means of €190.  The jobseeker could qualify for a €8 per 
week payment, and be eligible for a range of employment supports.

It should be noted that no account is taken of interest or dividend payments received in the 
means assessment.  The assessment formula reflects the fact that there is an expectation that 
people with reasonable amounts of capital and property are in a position to use that capital or 
to realise the value of property to support themselves without having to rely solely on a means-
tested welfare payment. 

17/04/2018WRCCCC04700JobPath Programme

17/04/2018WRCCCC048001423. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the full extent and scale of the services provided to her Department by Seetec Ire-
land; if she has received complaints regarding the manner in which the public are dealt with; if 
action is warranted or has been taken arising therefrom; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15409/18]

17/04/2018WRCCCC04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Seetec is one of two companies contracted to provide the JobPath service on behalf of my De-
partment. Seetec deliver the service in the northern half of the State
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As the Deputy will be aware JobPath is an employment activation service that supports 
people who are long-term unemployed to secure and sustain full-time paid employment.  

Participants on JobPath receive intensive individual support to help overcome barriers to 
employment and to find jobs. Each person is assigned a personal advisor who assesses their 
skills, experience, challenges and work goals and agrees a personal progression plan that in-
cludes a schedule of activities, including relevant training and educational programmes to assist 
them in finding full-time sustainable employment. 

The JobPath providers arrange for the delivery of a broad range of education and training 
courses with a particular and strong focus on upskilling the long term unemployed. Some of 
these courses are provided in-house while others are provided by specialist training providers 
including the Education and Training Boards (ETBs). 

The overall reaction to JobPath has been very positive. The Department recently published 
the results of the 2017 Customer Satisfaction Survey. While the results of the 2016 survey re-
vealed high levels of customer satisfaction, the 2017 survey has shown an improvement across 
all aspects of the service.

Overall satisfaction has improved from mean score of 4.05 (2016) to 4.26 (2017), on a five 
point scale where the top score possible is 5.0. Scores are very strong across all assessment ar-
eas (Offices, Staff, Services and Processes) and JobPath clients are most satisfied with the staff 
and offices.   

The strongest improvements are noted in the performance of JobPath providers in deliver-
ing a good understanding of the service being offered, timely organisation of the first meeting 
and personal advisor aid to develop a Personal Progression Plan. Just over 80 % of clients agree 
that the JobPath service has helped improve their prospects in getting a job.   

The results of the Independent Customer Satisfaction Survey are available on the Depart-
ment’s website at – http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/2017_CSSResults_JobPath.pdf.

In regard to complaints, as at end of March 2018 , 155,878 Jobseekers have engaged with 
the service, with only 567 complaints received in total – 0.36 per cent.  377 of these were related 
to Customer Service, 118 involved policy issues, 54 related to clients not wishing to engage, 11 
Data Protection queries and 7 related to Legislation.  

Of these, 526 have been responded to and are now closed, 41 are in progress. 

My Department logs and records all complaints received in respect of the JobPath service. 
Strict timeframes apply to the issuing of acknowledgements and responses and these are con-
stantly monitored to ensure adherence. 

The contract requires the JobPath provider to respond to all complaints in the first instance. 
Each JobPath provider has a comprehensive Complaints Procedure which is advertised in ev-
ery location.  The procedure contains levels of escalation whereby complaints are dealt with 
at the appropriate level of authority and ensuring that matters are fully addressed.  In the event 
a customer has availed of this procedure but remains dissatisfied with the response to their 
complaint, they may request my department to carry out a review.  Customers may also refer a 
complaint to the Office of the Ombudsman for review once they have exhausted the available 
complaints process.

To date six customers have requested my department to review their complaint and all have 
been finalised.
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17/04/2018WRDDDD00200Invalidity Pension Appeals

17/04/2018WRDDDD003001424. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a decision to refuse invalidity pension will be reviewed in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15433/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

To qualify for IP a claimant must, inter-alia, have at least 260 (5 years) paid PRSI contribu-
tions since entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid or credited in the last or second 
last complete contribution year before the date of their claim.  Only PRSI classes A, E , H or S 
contributions are reckonable for IP purposes. PRSI contributions paid at class S are reckonable 
for claims received on or after 01 December 2017. 

The Department received a claim for IP for the lady concerned on the 01 December 2016. 
She was refused IP on the grounds that the contribution conditions for the scheme were not 
satisfied, specifically she does not have 260 paid PRSI contributions.  She was notified on the 
12 January 2017 of this decision, the reasons for it and of her right of review and appeal. The 
lady concerned requested a review of this decision and following a review of all the information 
available it was decided that there was no change to the original decision.  She was notified on 
13 February 2017 of the outcome of the review and of her right to appeal the decision to the 
independent Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) within 21 days.

The lady concerned appealed the decision and an appeals officer (AO), having taken all 
available information into account, upheld the Department’s decision and disallowed the ap-
peal.  She was notified of the decision of the AO on the 04 January 2018.  The decision of an 
AO is final and conclusive in the absence of additional relevant evidence not available at the 
time of the appeal.  

A person who has an insufficient PRSI contribution record to qualify for a social insurance 
benefit/pension may apply for the appropriate means-tested social assistance scheme. Disability 
Allowance (DA) is a weekly allowance paid to people with a specified disability who are aged 
over 16 and under 66. The disability must be expected to last for at least one year and the allow-
ance is subject to a medical assessment, a means test and a habitual residency test.

DA remains in payment to the lady in question at a reduced rate based on her weekly means.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRDDDD00500Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRDDDD006001425. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the position on an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15535/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 
the 20 February 2018.

CA is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident 
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in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person who has such a dis-
ability that they require that level of care.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

As the applicant is a self-employed farmer, the matter was referred to a local social welfare 
inspector (SWI) on 9 April 2018 to assess the level of care being provided, assess means and 
confirm that all the conditions for receipt of carer’s allowance are satisfied. 

Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made and the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRDDDD00800Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRDDDD009001426. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a carer’s allowance will be awarded in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [15613/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 29 September 2017.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

As the applicant is a self-employed farmer, the matter was referred to a local social welfare 
inspector (SWI) on 20 February 2018 to assess the level of care being provided, assess means 
and confirm that all the conditions for receipt of carer’s allowance are satisfied. 

On 9 March 2018 the SWI requested 2017 farm accounts from the person concerned and is 
awaiting this information in order to complete his report. 

Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made and the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRDDDD01100Disability Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRDDDD012001427. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a disability allowance will be awarded in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [15614/18]
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17/04/2018WRDDDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that an application from this gentleman for disability 
allowance (DA) was received by the Department on 15 December 2017.  

The processing time for individual DA claims may vary in accordance with their relative 
complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circumstances and the 
information they provide in support of their claim.

The application has been referred to a Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for a report on the 
person’s means and circumstances.  Once the SWI has submitted his/her report to DA section, a 
decision will be made on the application and this lady will be notified directly of the outcome. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRDDDD01400Private Pension Levy Collection

17/04/2018WRDDDD015001428. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of non-public service class D workers impacted by the private pension levy; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15621/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD016001429. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on whether there is an unfairness in the way in which non-public service class 
D workers are affected by the private pension levy which is still being levied by pension trusts 
when compared to full civil service workers that have had their pension cuts restored or will see 
them restored; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15622/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1428 and 1429 together.

My Department has no responsibility for matters pertaining to the private pension levy or 
its effects.  Any questions about the private pension levy should be directed to the Minister for 
Finance.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

17/04/2018WRDDDD01900Working Family Payment Data

17/04/2018WRDDDD020001430. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons in receipt of the family income supplement in January and 
February 2018; the spend on FIS in each of the years 2015 to 2017; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15649/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD02100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) formerly known as Family Income Supplement (FIS) is an 
in-work support which provides an income top-up for employees on low earnings with children. 
The number of persons in receipt of WFP for January and February 2018 is:

 - January 2018 February 2018
Recipients 57,678 57,299
Expenditure in relation to WFP is as follows:
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Year Expenditure € million Recipients - Families
2015 368 55,913
2016 410 55,674
2017 *416 57,745
*estimated figure as appropriation accounts are yet to be finalised.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRDDDD02200Supplementary Welfare Allowance Data

17/04/2018WRDDDD023001431. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons who received a supplementary welfare payment for clothing in each 
of the years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; the number of persons who have been refused a 
supplementary payment in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15660/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Un-
der the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, my Department may make a single 
exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off expenditure which a person 
could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income. The Government has 
provided over €36 million for exceptional payments in 2018. 

The ENP scheme is demand led and payments are made at the discretion of the officers 
administering the scheme taking into account the requirements of the legislation and all the rel-
evant circumstances of the case in order to ensure that the payments target those most in need 
of assistance. 

There is no specific clothing allowance scheme. It is expected that   weekly social welfare 
payments should cover normal clothing needs. However, in exceptional circumstances support 
is available for clothing under the ENP scheme. 

Statistics are maintained relating to payments under the ENP scheme, however they are not 
maintained on the number of applications or the outcome of those applications. The attached 
tabular statement provides details of ENP payments for clothing for the years 2014 to 2017 and 
to end of March 2018. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Tabular Statement:  Summary of ENP payments in respect of Clothing, 2014 - 2018 
(end of March) 

Year Expenditure on ENPs in 
respect of Clothing

Number of Payments in 
respect of Clothing

2014 €2.5m 23,200
2015 €2.3m 20,800
2016 €2.1m 18,700
2017 €2.1m 17,000
2018 (end March) €0.55m 4,300

17/04/2018WRDDDD02500Public Services Card Authentication
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17/04/2018WRDDDD026001432. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an adoption certificate is still required for all public services card applications in view of 
recent media reports of a person who was awarded a public services card without an adoption 
certificate; if short form birth certificates are now acceptable for all applications; the impact of 
this on her Department’s SAFE 2 authentication process; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [15695/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
media reports about this case are incorrect. The certificate presented by the person concerned 
was, in fact, their adoption certificate, following which the SAFE registration was successfully 
completed.

A Public Services Card (PSC) may be issued to a person who has successfully completed 
a SAFE 2 identity registration.  The person’s Public Service Identity Dataset is verified as part 
of this process.  Adopted people are treated in the same way as other individuals in terms of 
verification of identity.   Name, date of birth, place of birth and mother’s birth surname are gen-
erally verified from the birth certificate or, in the case of an adopted person, from an adoption 
certificate. 

Generally, in the case of an adopted person, the details on the birth register will be different 
to those on the adoption register and are not consistent with their current identity.  

As my Department has access to the Irish Birth Register, the above details can be verified 
without the need for the individual to physically present a birth certificate, providing that the 
record can be located on the Register.  

However, in contrast, my Department does not have access to the Irish Adoption Register.  
Accordingly, staff would not be aware of a customer’s adoption status.  In such circumstances, 
the individual is asked to bring a copy of their adoption certificate.  This requirement is stated 
clearly in SAFE 2 registration invitation letters and on my Department’s website. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRDDDD02800Back to Education Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRDDDD029001433. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a back to education allowance application by a person (details supplied) will be 
reviewed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15714/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned submitted an application for a back to education allowance in 2015 which 
was not approved on the basis that he did not fulfil the eligibility criteria to participate in this 
scheme. 

The grounds for the original refusal may not have been clear to the individual and therefore 
we will contact the customer and identify the required documentation that would be required to 
support his request for a review.  

I trust this clarifies the mater for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRDDDD03100Back to Education Allowance Appeals
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17/04/2018WRDDDD032001434. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the appeals process in place for a person who wishes to appeal a back to education 
allowance decision; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15715/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD03300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Back to Education Allowance (BTEA), is a non-statutory scheme and operates on an admin-
istrative basis.  The guidelines and applications processes are published on my Department’s 
website - www.welfare.ie.  Decisions made at local Intreo office level are subject to review 
should an applicant be dissatisfied with the decision and/or explanation provided.  The review 
is conducted by a more senior officer not involved in the original decision.

The reviewing officer will ensure the original decision is in line with the scheme guidelines, 
while also considering any new evidence supplied by the applicant.  The outcome of a review 
will then be communicated clearly to the applicant outlining in detail why the application has 
been awarded or refused and noting that all new evidence has been taken into consideration in 
coming to a final determination. 

All customers of the department also have the right to make a complaint to the Office of the 
Ombudsman if they are dissatisfied with a decision made by the department.

17/04/2018WRDDDD03400Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Applications

17/04/2018WRDDDD035001435. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) will receive a decision on their application for partial 
capacity benefit; and if a decision will be made on the matter. [15724/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD03600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been in receipt of  Invalidity Pension 
and applied for transfer to the Partial Capacity Benefit scheme.  In accordance with standard 
procedure all applicants for this scheme must be assessed by a medical assessor.  An appoint-
ment is being scheduled for this applicant and I have asked my officials to attend to this as a 
matter of urgency.  Once an appointment has been arranged my officials will inform the appli-
cant accordingly.

17/04/2018WRDDDD03700Social Welfare Benefits Applications

17/04/2018WRDDDD038001436. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the rewording of the domiciliary care allowance form, the carer’s allowance and benefit 
form and the carer’s support grant will be considered (details supplied). [15738/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) application form was revised following a review of the 
DCA scheme itself in 2013.  The redesign of the form was intended to obtain all necessary and 
relevant information needed to allow a fully informed decision on the application to be made 
by a deciding officer. The application form seeks to capture the relevant facts as early as pos-
sible in the process and minimise the need to request further supporting evidence at a later date, 
thereby minimising the time to finalise a decision for the applicant. The version currently in use 
was finalised after examination of the application processes used for similar schemes in other 
countries.  The process also involved representatives from a range of advocacy and parent rep-
resentative groups who were part of the review group.  There are no further plans to amend the 
DCA application form at this time.
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The Carer’s Allowance application form has been recently reviewed.  The redesign involved 
consultation with carers and their representative organisations.  The design of the form is in-
tended to obtain all necessary and relevant information needed to allow a fully informed deci-
sion on the application to be made by a deciding officer.  The form has been expanded to allow 
the carer to provide much greater detail of the care requirements of the person they are caring 
for.  It has also been re-designed with the intention to capture as many relevant facts as early as 
possible in the process and minimise the need to request further supporting evidence at a later 
date, thereby reducing the time taken to finalise a decision for the applicant.  The new form 
should be available shortly.   

The Carer’s Benefit form will be reviewed and will take the format of  information gathered 
from the Carer’s Allowance application review.

The Carer’s Support Grant is received automatically by recipients of the Carer’s Benefit, 
Carer’s Allowance and Domiciliary Care Allowance payments on the first Thursday of June 
each year and other “stand alone” cases require a separate application. Changes to other carers 
forms will inform any future changes in respect of “stand alone” applications for the Carer’s 
Support Grant.

17/04/2018WRDDDD04000Carer’s Benefit Payments

17/04/2018WRDDDD041001437. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to increase the length of carer’s leave for persons caring for children in view of 
the fact the length of leave has not been reviewed for in excess of ten years. [15739/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Carer’s Benefit scheme provides income support to full-time carers who leave the work-force 
temporarily to provide full-time care and thereby assist in maintaining care recipients in the 
community.  This, and other care-related supports, such as the carer’s allowance payment and 
the carer’s support grant provide recognition and support for the valuable role of carers.

The duration of carer’s benefit is aligned with the duration of carer’s leave, available under 
the Carer’s Leave Act, 2001. The Department of Justice and Equality have responsibility for 
policy in relation the Carer’s Leave Act. A carer providing full-time care and attention to a per-
son requiring such care is not required to be in receipt of carer’s benefit or carer’s allowance to 
qualify for carer’s leave.

The 104 week duration represents a reasonable length of time to support a carer’s temporary 
absence from work and there are no plans currently to increase the duration of carer’s leave or 
benefit. Carers may work and engage in training for an aggregate of 15 hours per week and 
continue to be regarded as providing full-time care and attention.

Where care is provided beyond the period of entitlement to carers benefit, the means tested 
carer’s allowance is available for those who are in need of income support.  There may also be 
an entitlement to carers support grant if the conditions are met.  These arrangements ensure an 
efficient use of public funds while assisting those who are in most need of an income support. 

The Programme for Partnership Government commits the Government to increase paid 
parental leave in the first year of a child’s life.  An inter-departmental working group has been 
established, chaired by the Department of Justice and Equality, which is examining options for 
delivering on this commitment.  The working group will report on its work shortly.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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17/04/2018WRDDDD04300JobPath Programme

17/04/2018WRDDDD044001438. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the procedures regarding JobPath and the signing of a personal progression plan; if the 
procedure has been changed or altered; and if a person in receipt of a welfare payment that is 
on JobPath is obliged to sign a form. [15776/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
primary goal of the Department’s activation services is to move people from unemployment to 
full-time and sustained employment. Jobseekers are required to engage with the Department’s 
activation services and this obligation applies irrespective of whether the service is provided by 
the Department’s own case officers or those advisors employed by external contractors such as 
the JobPath providers. 

All jobseekers referred to Department’s activation services including those referred to the 
JobPath service are requested to complete a personal progression plan (PPP) which contains a 
schedule of activities; actions and job focused targets, taking into account a person’s specific 
qualifications and employment preferences. The person will be requested to sign the PPP as an 
indication of their agreement to the activation measures contained in the document.  Should 
a customer fail to agree a PPP it may be one of a number of factors that would be considered 
by a Deciding Officer of my Department when considering a penalty rate of payment for non-
engagement with activation services.

The process for sanctioning clients who do not engage with the JobPath activation process 
is exactly the same as the process for clients who fail to engage with the Department’s other 
activation services provided by Intreo Centres, Local Employment Services and Job Clubs.  

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRDDDD04600Social Welfare Appeals

17/04/2018WRDDDD047001439. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15788/18]

17/04/2018WRDDDD04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was re-
ferred to an Appeals Officer on 9 April 2018, who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRDDDD04900Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRDDDD050001440. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [15799/18]
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17/04/2018WRDDDD05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

An application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 29 
December 2017.

Additional information was requested on 4 April 2018.  Once this information is received 
the application will be processed and the person concerned will be notified directly of the out-
come.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WREEEE00200Carer’s Benefit Eligibility

17/04/2018WREEEE003001441. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will address a matter in relation to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15813/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a pay related social insurance (PRSI) based payment, made to per-
sons who are providing full-time care and attention to a person who has a disability such that 
they require that level of care.  It is payable for a maximum of 104 weeks for each person being 
cared for.

In order to qualify for CARB, certain PRSI contributions must be met.

The carer must have 156 paid contributions since their entry into insurable employment and 
one of the following:

39 paid contributions in the second last complete contribution year before the beginning of 
the benefit year in which the claim is due to start

Or

39 paid contributions in the 12 months before carers benefit is due to start

Or 

26 paid contributions in each of the second last and third last complete contribution years 
before the beginning of the benefit year in which the claim is due to start

Credited or voluntary contributions cannot be used to satisfy this condition. 

The paid PRSI contributions must belong to the following PRSI classes: A, B, C, D, H and 
E.

The Department has not yet received an application for CARB from the person concerned.  
However as she only has 151 paid contributions, she would not qualify.  Credited or voluntary 
contributions cannot be used to satisfy this condition. 

The person concerned has applied for carer’s allowance.  This is a means-tested payment, 
made to a person providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a dis-
ability that they require that level of care.  An increased payment can be made where full-time 
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care is being provided to two people.   

Additional information was requested from the person concerned on 12 March 2018.  Once 
the information is received the application will be processed without delay and she will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WREEEE00500Maternity Benefit

17/04/2018WREEEE006001442. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a maternity benefit claim by a person (details supplied); when a decision will 
be made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15824/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
claim for maternity benefit was received from the person concerned on 26th March 2018, with 
a maternity leave start date of 31st May 2018.

Maternity benefit claims are processed in leave commencement date order.  Processing 
claims by leave commencement date order ensures that those claimants whose maternity leave 
is starting first receive priority.  On this basis, the claim is due to be processed in early May, 
with a view to having a decision made and communicated to the person concerned in advance 
of her maternity leave commencing.

The Department also facilitates online applications for maternity benefit and an automated 
decision is made immediately where the applicant submits all necessary information and where 
the detail provided can be validated.  I would ask the Deputy to encourage women who are 
planning maternity leave to use this channel, if possible, as it provides the most effective meth-
od of applying for maternity benefit.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.  

17/04/2018WREEEE00800Carer’s Allowance Review

17/04/2018WREEEE009001443. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the decision to disallow carer’s allowance to a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15830/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 22 August 
2017.  

CA is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident 
in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person who has such a dis-
ability that they require that level of care.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

It has been decided that this condition has not been satisfied and their application was disal-



17 April 2018

663

lowed. 

The person concerned was notified on 4 January 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

A review of this decision was sought on 9 January 2018 and further evidence submitted in 
support of same.  This evidence was examined and it was determined that this evidence was 
insufficient to show that the provision of full-time care and attention condition is being met.

The outcome of the review is that the original decision is confirmed.  The person concerned 
was notified on 13 March 2018 of this outcome, the reason for it and of her right of appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WREEEE01100Social Insurance Data

17/04/2018WREEEE012001444. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 406 and 407 of 29 March 2018, the full year cost 
of increasing all social insurance and social assistance payments by €5, €10, €15, €20 and €25, 
respectively by payment type in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15832/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
costings sought by the Deputy are detailed in the following tables.

Table 1: Cost of varying amounts in all weekly social insurance payments 

- Full year 
cost of a  €5  
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €10 
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €15 
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €20 
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €25 
increase  

Scheme €m €m €m €m €m
Social 
Insurance 
Schemes

Pension Pay-
ments 
State Pension 
(Contribu-
tory)

102.29 204.58 306.87 409.16 511.45

Widow/er’s 
Contribu-
tory Pension 
(Aged 66 and 
over) 

21.04 42.08 63.12 84.16 105.2

Deserted 
Wife’s Ben-
efit (Aged 66 
and over) 

0.58 1.16 1.74 2.32 2.9
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- Full year 
cost of a  €5  
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €10 
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €15 
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €20 
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €25 
increase  

Scheme €m €m €m €m €m
Death Ben-
efit Pension 
(Aged 66 and 
over) 

0.18 0.36 0.54 0.72 0.9

Working Age 
Payments 
Widow/er’s 
or Surviving 
Civil Part-
ner’s (Con) 
Pension

7.57 15.14 22.71 30.28 37.85

Deserted 
Wife’s Ben-
efit

1.08 2.16 3.24 4.32 5.4

Invalidity 
Pension                                      

17.15 34.3 51.45 68.6 85.75

Guardian’s 
Payment 
(Contribu-
tory)

0.27 0.54 0.81 1.08 1.35

Disablement 
Pension

1.25 2.5 3.75 5 6.25

Illness Ben-
efit

14.43 28.86 43.29 57.72 72.15

Injury Ben-
efit

0.42 0.84 1.26 1.68 2.1

Incapacity 
Supplement

0.28 0.56 0.84 1.12 1.4

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

8.55 17.1 25.65 34.2 42.75

Carer’s Ben-
efit

0.74 1.48 2.22 2.96 3.7

Health and 
Safety Ben-
efit

0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.05

Maternity 
& Adoptive 
Benefit 

5.16 10.32 15.48 20.64 25.8

Paternity 
Benefit 

0.26 0.52 0.78 1.04 1.3

Total Social 
Insurance 
Schemes 

181.26 362.52 543.78 725.04 906.3
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Table 2: Cost of varying amounts in all weekly social assistance payments 

- Full year 
cost of a  €5  
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €10 
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €15 
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €20 
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €25 
increase  

Scheme €m €m €m €m €m
Social As-
sistance 
Schemes

Pension Pay-
ments 
State Pension 
(Non Con)

25.15 50.3 75.45 100.6 125.75

Carer’s 
Allowance 
(Aged 66 and 
over) 

0.63 1.26 1.89 2.52 3.15

Half Rate 
Carer’s 
Allowance 
(Aged 66 and 
over) 

1.51 3.02 4.53 6.04 7.55

Working Age 
Payments 
Blind Pen-
sion                            

0.34 0.68 1.02 1.36 1.7

Widow/ers 
or Surviving 
Civil Part-
ner’s (Non-
Con) Pension                    

0.36 0.72 1.08 1.44 1.8

Deserted 
Wife’s Al-
lowance 

0.03 0.06 0.09 0.12 0.15

One-Parent 
Family Pay-
ment                     

10.1 20.2 30.3 40.4 50.5

Carer’s Al-
lowance                                     

10.88 21.76 32.64 43.52 54.4

Half Rate 
Carer’s Al-
lowance 

2.98 5.96 8.94 11.92 14.9

Guardian’s 
Payment 
(Non-Con-
tributory)

0.13 0.26 0.39 0.52 0.65
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- Full year 
cost of a  €5  
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €10 
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €15 
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €20 
increase  

Full year 
cost of a €25 
increase  

Scheme €m €m €m €m €m
Jobseeker’s 
Allowance 

44.88 89.76 134.64 179.52 224.4

Jobseeker’s 
Allowance 
- for those 
aged 18 to 24 
years of age 

2.63 5.26 7.89 10.52 13.15

Jobseeker’s 
Allowance 
- for those 
aged 25 years 
of age

0.65 1.3 1.95 2.6 3.25

Pre-Retire-
ment Allow-
ance

0.04 0.08 0.12 0.16 0.2

Disability 
Allowance

37.54 75.08 112.62 150.16 187.7

Farm Assist 2.34 4.68 7.02 9.36 11.7
Back to Edu-
cation Allow-
ance 

2.48 4.96 7.44 9.92 12.4

Back to Work 
Enterprise 
Allowance 

2.78 5.56 8.34 11.12 13.9

Community 
Employment 

6.07 12.14 18.21 24.28 30.35

TÚS 1.89 3.78 5.67 7.56 9.45
Rural Social 
Scheme 

0.99 1.98 2.97 3.96 4.95

Gateway 0.0 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.02
Supplemen-
tary Welfare 
Allowance

4.7 9.4 14.1 18.8 23.5

Total Social 
Assistance 
Schemes 

159.1 318.2 477.3 636.4 795.5

The costs shown above are on a full year basis and are based on the estimated number of 
recipients in 2018.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context of 
emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2019.  

It should also be noted that these costings include proportionate increases for qualified 
adults and for those on reduced rates of payment, where relevant.  

17/04/2018WREEEE01400Departmental Expenditure
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17/04/2018WREEEE015001445. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the moneys spent by her Department for work done a company (details supplied) in relation 
to the restructuring of the CIB; and the itemised detail of the work involved. [15848/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has not paid any money to the company mentioned by the Deputy in relation to the 
restructuring of the governance arrangements of the network of Citizens Information Services 
(CIS’s) and the Money Advice and Budgeting Services (MABS).   

17/04/2018WREEEE01700Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Applications

17/04/2018WREEEE018001446. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a partial capacity benefit application by a person (details supplied); when a 
decision will issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16055/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE01900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned applied for partial capacity benefit and has 
been assessed as medically eligible for this scheme with a severe level of restriction on his ca-
pacity for work.  This means that he will be entitled to 75% of his illness benefit rate should he 
choose to commence work. 

17/04/2018WREEEE02000Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WREEEE021001447. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when an application by a person (details supplied) will be processed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16079/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) was re-
ceived from this lady on the 15th February 2018.  Applications received in late January and 
early February 2018 are currently being finalised.  This application will be considered by a 
deciding officer and the decision notified as soon as possible.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WREEEE02300Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WREEEE024001448. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) will be deter-
mined and expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16091/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
department received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 
the 20 February 2018.  

CA is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident 
in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person who has such a dis-
ability that they require that level of care.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
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gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

As the applicant is a self-employed farmer, the matter was referred to a local social welfare 
inspector (SWI) on 9 April 2018 to assess the level of care being provided, assess means and 
confirm that all the conditions for receipt of carer’s allowance are satisfied. 

Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made and the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WREEEE02600Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WREEEE027001449. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) will be deter-
mined and expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16092/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
the 23 March 2018.  

The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WREEEE02900JobPath Implementation

17/04/2018WREEEE030001450. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a situation in which a person (details supplied) was not allowed to seek employ-
ment outside that being offered by Seetec which they were engaging with at the time will be 
investigated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16121/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
primary goal of the Department’s activation services is to move people from long term unem-
ployment to full-time and sustained employment.  Participants on JobPath receive intensive 
individual support to help overcome barriers to employment and to find jobs.  Each person is as-
signed a personal advisor who assesses their skills, experience, challenges and work goals and 
agrees a “personal progression plan” that includes a schedule of activities, including relevant 
training and educational programmes to assist them in finding full-time sustainable employ-
ment.  The JobPath providers are required to support customers in working towards their job 
goals to find and keep full time paid employment.  There are no barriers to any participant using 
other methods to source employment outside of those being offered by the JobPath provider 
and the provider will continue to work with each person and provide in-employment support 
irrespective of how the employment was sourced. 
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In the case of jobseekers already in part-time employment, this support may focus on op-
tions or opportunities to increase the level of employment in their current role, or look at possi-
bilities in other areas, which may also involve some training, but could provide a more sustain-
able income and a move away from dependence on jobseeker payments. 

In regard to the individual case raised by the Deputy, this person is not currently engaged 
with the JobPath service and there is nothing notable on his record of engagement with the Job-
Path service to suggest that any issue of complaint regarding employment was raised with the 
provider or the department.  While referenced above that there are no barriers to any participant 
using other methods to source employment outside of those being offered by the JobPath pro-
vider, if the Deputy wishes to supply further details regarding the allegation they will be fully 
investigated.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WREEEE03200Invalidity Pension Applications

17/04/2018WREEEE033001451. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a decision will be made on an invalidity pension claim by person (details sup-
plied). [16197/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE03400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for the gentleman referred to on 12 January 2018.  
He was refused IP on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not satis-
fied.  He was notified on the 10 April 2018 of this decision, the reasons for it and of his right of 
review and appeal.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WREEEE03500Tax Data

17/04/2018WREEEE036001452. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the contribution rate for PRSI class K; the benefits that accrue from same; the number 
of workers that pay PRSI class K; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16203/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): All 
workers pay PRSI on their earnings from employment or self-employment.  In the case of indi-
viduals who have more than one income source, PRSI is generally paid on all forms of income.  

Prior to 2013, exemptions from PRSI applied to the self-employed income of specific 
groups.  These exemptions have since been abolished. 

Since 2013, modified rate employees contributors (i.e. civil and public servants recruited 
prior to 1995) who also have income from self-employment or unearned income over €5,000 
per annum are liable to pay PRSI on that income which was previously exempt.  This income is 
liable at the class K rate of 4%.  Entitlement to social insurance benefits does not accrue from 
the payment of this charge.  
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Since 2014, all employees (in the public and private sector) and occupational pensioners 
under 66 years, with unearned income only, are liable to pay Class K PRSI on that annual 
unearned income where it exceeds €5,000.  Class K PRSI is charged at 4% and does not give 
access to social insurance entitlements based on the payment of the charge.  Prior to 2014 these 
employees were exempt from PRSI on such unearned income, which includes rental and in-
vestment income, dividends and interest on deposits.  This provision applies to all employees, 
regardless of the PRSI class they pay on their employment income.  

All workers pay PRSI on their earnings from employment.  If an employee has income 
from self-employment e.g. taxi driver, farmer etc. he or she also pays PRSI as a self-employed 
contributor on the profits from, say, the taxi driving plus any other unearned income he or she 
might have e.g. rental income.  The measure to charge Class K PRSI on employees who were 
previously exempt was introduced to ensure equity by ensuring that PRSI is chargeable, regard-
less of the source of the employee’s additional income.  

Employees paying Class K PRSI on unearned income can generate entitlement to social 
insurance benefits based on PRSI they pay on their employment income.  Class A employees 
with unearned income already have access to the full range of social insurance benefits, because 
of their PRSI Class A status.  Modified rate employees have access to a limited range of social 
insurance benefits but have entitlement to generous Exchequer-funded occupational pensions.

In 2016 there were 91,068 Class K contributors.  

17/04/2018WREEEE03800Question Heading for question(s)  1453

17/04/2018WREEEE039001453. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for disability allowance by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16219/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE04000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that my department received an application for disability 
allowance (DA) from this lady on 27 March 2018. On completion of the necessary investiga-
tions on all aspects of the claim a decision will be made and the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual DA claims may vary in accordance with their relative 
complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circumstances and the 
information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WREEEE04100State Pensions

17/04/2018WREEEE042001454. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the correct level of State pension and dependent allowance payable in the case of 
a person (details supplied) and their spouse; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16224/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The person concerned is in receipt of a reduced weekly rate of state pension (contributory) of 
€238.50 with effect from 31 March 2007.  This rate is based on an assessed yearly average of 
44 contributions over the person’s working life from April 1957 to December 2006.  According 
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to the records of my Department, the person has a social insurance record of 2187 reckonable 
contributions and credits and is in receipt of the correct rate of state pension (contributory) 
based on this record. 

The person is also in receipt of a means tested increase for qualified adult payment, payable 
at maximum rate, in respect of their spouse who is aged over 66.  My Department is currently 
reviewing the person’s continuing entitlement to this means tested increase.  A questionnaire 
regarding the means of the person’s spouse was issued on 5 March 2018.  As no response was 
received, a reminder was issued on 4 April 2018. 

On return of the completed questionnaire, the entitlement of the person concerned to in-
crease for qualified adult will be reviewed and they will be notified in writing of the outcome 
without delay.  As failure to return the requested information will result in payments being 
stopped, it is important that the person concerned gives this matter their early attention.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WREEEE04400Social Welfare Benefits Data

17/04/2018WREEEE045001455. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the average wait time for social protection payments (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16275/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested (where available) by the Deputy in relation to schemes that fall under the 
remit of my Department is detailed in the attached tabular statement.

I would like to advise the Deputy that the Disabled Passenger scheme and the Medical Card 
do not fall under the remit of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

Furthermore the Pre-Retirement Allowance scheme closed to new entrants on the 4 thof 
July 2007.

Average time to Award for principal DEASP schemes, March 2018

Schemes Average time to award (weeks)
Jobseeker’s Benefit 1
Jobseeker’s Allowance 2
One-Parent Family Payment 5
State Pension Contributory 4
Widow, Widower’s and Surviving Civil 
Partners Contributory Pension 

4

Widowed Parent Grant 1
State Pension Non-Contributory 11
Household Benefits 1
Free Travel 1
Domiciliary Care Allowance 9
Supplementary Welfare Allowance 1
Child Benefit 3
Working Family Payment 2
Carer’s Allowance 19
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Schemes Average time to award (weeks)
Carer’s Benefit 10
Disability Allowance 14
Invalidity Pension 6
Illness Benefit 1
Occupational Injury Benefit 1

17/04/2018WREEEE04700Fuel Allowance Payments

17/04/2018WREEEE048001456. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the action she is taking through her Department or through the Citizens Information 
Board to ensure there is greater uptake of the UK’s winter fuel payment by eligible persons resi-
dent here and to raise awareness of the availability of the scheme and the hard and soft criteria 
applying to the scheme. [16291/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Citizens Information Board (CIB), under the aegis of my Department, has statutory responsibil-
ity for supporting the provision of information, advice and advocacy on a wide range of public 
and social services. 

CIB’s website www.citizensinformation.ie  provides information on my Department’s Fuel 
Allowance and includes a link to the relevant webpage on Gov.UK https://www.gov.uk/winter-
fuel-payment which provides full details on eligibility and application procedure for the Winter 
Fuel Payment.

The information and associated links on the website (citizensinformation.ie) is used by in-
formation providers in the Citizens Information Services in all 268 locations around the country 
to ensure that clients are fully informed of their entitlements.  Where enquiries are received 
from UK pensioners living in Ireland, in person or by way of telephone enquiry, regarding eli-
gibility for the winter fuel payment, they are directed to the specific UK government website.

In addition, CIB distributes information and raises awareness of issues via fortnightly news-
letters, monthly Know Your Rights columns in local newspapers, the Relate Journal and on the 
citizensinformation.ie website ‘What’s New’ page.  CIB also distributes information by way of 
social media channel Twitter. 

CIB will continue to raise awareness of the UK winter fuel payment during the 2018/19 
winter season through the communications channels outlined above.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

17/04/2018WREEEE05000Personal Public Service Numbers

17/04/2018WREEEE051001457. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an application by a person (details supplied) for a PPS number; and if the ap-
plication will be expedited. [16292/18]

17/04/2018WREEEE05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
PPS Number for the person concerned was allocated on the 6th of April 2018 and the notifica-
tion letter of this allocation was issued to her on that day. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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17/04/2018WRFFFF00200Fuel Allowance Payments

17/04/2018WRFFFF003001458. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to extend the fuel allowance payment for an additional three weeks in view of 
recent poor and cold weather; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16299/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
fuel allowance is a payment of €22.50 per week from October to April, to over 338,000 low 
income households, at an estimated cost of €227 million in 2018.  The purpose of this payment 
is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The allowance represents a contribution 
towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended to meet those costs in full.  Only one 
allowance is paid per household. 

In Budget 2018 the duration of the Fuel Allowance season was extended by one week to 
27 weeks, i.e., over half the year.  This is clearly longer than the winter period in Ireland, and 
provides assistance during what are largely colder weeks, when heating costs are expected to 
be at their highest. Therefore, the 2017/18 Fuel Allowance season ran to the first week in April. 

Given the severity of the weather at the start of March, I paid all people in receipt of the 
Fuel Allowance an extra payment of €22.50 at that time.  The additional payment was paid au-
tomatically during the week commencing 12th March and brought the Fuel Allowance payment 
to €45 that week.  

I have no plans to extend the fuel season at this time. Any decision to do so would have 
budgetary consequences and would have to be considered in the context of budget negotiations.

Under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme, exceptional needs payments may be 
made to help meet essential, once-off costs which customers are unable to meet out of their own 
resources and this may include exceptional heating costs.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRFFFF00500Tús Programme

17/04/2018WRFFFF006001459. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection her plans to introduce measures that will allow for Tús participants working with 
community groups extend their placements in circumstances in which the community organisa-
tion is keen to retain their services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16329/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
the Deputy will be aware, my Department provides a range of activation supports catering for 
long-term unemployed jobseekers and those most distant from the labour market. These sup-
ports include employment schemes such as Tús. Tús provides part-time temporary work in 
local communities, as a stepping stone back to employment. The objective of the scheme is to 
break the cycle of unemployment and maintain work readiness, thereby improving a person’s 
opportunities in returning to the labour market. 

All participants and community groups are aware of the time limits for participation on 
these schemes. The twelve month duration of the Tús contract is set to reflect a number of inter-
related elements. These include the need to ensure the benefit of participation on a work scheme 
is available to the widest possible number of jobseekers and that weaknesses identified in other 
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work programmes with longer duration placements are not replicated in Tús. Accordingly, there 
are currently no plans to extend the Tús scheme to longer than 12 months duration.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRFFFF00800Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

17/04/2018WRFFFF009001460. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the position on the means test for jobseeker’s allowance for adult children living at 
home with their parents; if the income of the parents is a factor in the means test; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16355/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): So-
cial welfare legislation provides that where a person under 25 years of age claims jobseeker’s 
allowance or supplementary welfare allowance and is living with a parent or step-parent in the 
family home, an assessment is made of the yearly value of any benefit and privilege enjoyed by 
that person by virtue of residing there. 

The value of the benefit and privilege assessed is based on the level of the parents’ assess-
able income. Assessable parental income is calculated as gross income less tax, PRSI, Uni-
versal Social Charge, superannuation and union dues.  Rent or mortgage repayments are then 
disregarded, where appropriate, and, finally, a parental allowance of €600 per week per couple 
plus €30 per week in respect of each additional dependent child is also disregarded. The balance 
is assessed at 34% and this constitutes the weekly value of benefit and privilege to the claimant.  
This weekly value is deducted from the maximum personal rate applicable to determine the 
level of weekly entitlement.  Where the level of entitlement as calculated is at least €1 per week 
and less than €40 per week, a minimum rate of €40 per week is payable. 

There are some exceptions to this rule.  No assessment is made where a son or daughter and 
his or her spouse/civil partner/partner is living with his/her parents.  No assessment is made 
where a son or daughter has a child dependant and is living with his/her parents.  In addition, 
where a person returns to the parental home having had an independent life elsewhere in Ireland 
or abroad for an appreciable length of time e.g. at least three years, the assessment in this case 
is €7 per week.

It should be noted that once a person reaches 25 years of age, the value of any benefit and 
privilege is no longer regarded as means.

17/04/2018WRFFFF01100JobPath Programme

17/04/2018WRFFFF012001461. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection the consequences for a jobseeker who does not want to sign a contract with a 
private company for a JobPath scheme or similar; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16356/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Par-
ticipants with any of the Department’s contracted activation services such as JobPath or the Lo-
cal Employment Service (LES) are not required to sign a contract with the companies but they 
are, in the same manner as customers referred to the Department’s own Intreo activation service  
requested to agree and sign a personal progression plan (PPP).

A PPP contains a schedule of activities; actions and job focused targets, taking into account 
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a person’s specific qualifications and employment preferences.  The person will be requested 
to sign the PPP as an indication of their agreement to the activation measures contained in the 
document.  Should a customer fail to agree a PPP it may be one of a number of factors that 
would be considered by a Deciding Officer of my Department when considering a penalty rate 
of payment for non-engagement with activation services.

The process for sanctioning clients who do not engage with the JobPath activation process 
is the same as the process for clients who fail to engage with the Department’s other activation 
services provided by Intreo Centres, Local Employment Services and Job Clubs.  

It is important to state that all decisions regarding a person’s welfare entitlements are taken 
only by Department officials and not by the external contractors. 

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRFFFF01400Low Pay Commission

17/04/2018WRFFFF015001462. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when she plans to review the operation of the Low Pay Commission; if she will publish 
the terms of reference for such a review three years after the establishment of the commission; 
her plans to reappoint the current members of the commission; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [16395/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
July this year the Low Pay Commission will complete its first three years in existence.  The Na-
tional Minimum Wage (Low Pay Commission) Act 2015, which established the Commission, 
provides that the Commission shall, once every three years, report generally on the operation 
of the Act and, in particular, on the impact of minimum wage recommendations on low pay, 
income distribution and employment costs.  

I expect that I will receive this report from the Commission in the second half of the year, 
and will consider it carefully.  In accordance with the legislation it will be laid it before the 
Houses of the Oireachtas within three months of receipt.  

With regard to the membership of the Low Pay Commission the legislation provides that 
the term of office for members of the Commission is three years from date of appointment.  The 
legislation permits membership of the Commission for two consecutive terms.  I anticipate that 
any vacancies to be filled will be advertised through the Public Appointments Service.

17/04/2018WRFFFF01700Invalidity Pension Appeals

17/04/2018WRFFFF018001463. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision will be made on an invalidity pension claim by a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16396/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF01900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for this lady on 08 September 2017.  She was refused 
IP on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not satisfied. She was notified 
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on 07 November 2017 of this decision, the reasons for it and of her right of review or appeal.

She requested a review of this decision and submitted further medical evidence on 08 De-
cember 2017 in support of his request.  Following a review of all the information available it 
was decided that there was no change to the original decision.  She was notified on 05 February 
2018 of the outcome of the review and of her right to appeal the decision to the independent 
Social Welfare Appeals Office within 21 days.

The lady in question lodged an appeal of the decision to the independent Social Welfare 
Appeals Office (SWAO) on 13 February 2018 and submitted additional medical evidence in 
support of her appeal.  Following a review of all the information available it has been decided 
that there is no change to the original decision and a submission has been prepared by the de-
partment and forwarded to the SWAO for determination.  The SWAO will be in touch with her 
directly in relation to the progress of her appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRFFFF02000Wage Subsidy Scheme

17/04/2018WRFFFF021001464. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to introduce changes to the wage subsidy scheme for persons with brain 
injuries in view of the fact that the requirement of working 21 hours as a minimum is often too 
difficult for many persons with this type of injury; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16409/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Wage Subsidy Scheme (WSS) was established to provide an 
incentive for private sector employers to create new opportunities for people with disabilities 
to access the open labour market.  For employers to participate in the WSS, an employee must 
work a minimum of 21 hours per week up to a maximum of 39 hours per week.  The objective 
to incentivise the employment of people with disabilities in the open labour market provided the 
basis for the establishment of the WSS within FÁS and for its subsequent transfer with similar 
conditions to the DEASP when the services merged in 2012. 

A proposal to reduce the hours worked condition for the WSS may not be consistent with 
the aim of supporting open market employment and consequently there are no plans to change 
the hours worked condition at this time.

There are other supports available to persons with a disability such as the Partial Capacity 
Benefit or the income disregards and taper as part of the Disability Allowance payment.  Further 
details are available through the Intreo service.

More generally, the DEASP is consulting with disability groups in relation to the recommen-
dations of the Make Work Pay report and in particular how to get better employment outcomes 
for persons with disability.  The Department will report back on the results of that consultation 
to Government later this year.  The Government will consider what additional measures might 
be undertaken to improve employment outcomes.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRFFFF02300Departmental Staff Data
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17/04/2018WRFFFF024001465. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of clerical officers and clerical assistants in her Department on temporary 
contracts by years of service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil 
Service when they have served for a fixed period; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16429/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Temporary clerical staff are recruited to cover absences of permanent staff on maternity leave, 
long term sick leave, other statutory leave and also to provide cover for some staff availing of 
the shorter working year scheme. They are also recruited to alleviate work pressure in certain 
areas, and to assist in the roll-out of the Public Services Card project.

Temporary contracts are offered for a fixed term or a fixed purpose.  In the case of a fixed 
purpose contract the term can vary according to the purpose of the contract. All temporary con-
tracts are kept under review and are terminated when the purpose for the contract has ceased.

In 2012, my Department commenced the appointment of temporary clerical officers (TCOs) 
to support the roll out of the Public Services Card project. These TCOs were assigned from 
panels established by the Public Appointments Service (PAS) and issued with contracts for the 
specified temporary purpose of supporting the roll out of the project.

Notwithstanding the Fixed Term Work Act 2004, contracts for TCOs who were recruited 
for the Public Services Card project are now reviewed once the officer has attained 4 years’ ser-
vice and consideration is given to the approval of a contract of indefinite duration following a 
manager’s satisfactory assessment.  Reviews of temporary contracts for TCOs for the PSC that 
commenced in 2012 and 2013 are currently underway.

There are currently 275 TCOs employed in my Department as follows:

Contract commence-
ment year

Number of TCOs Public Service Card 
TCOs

Staff Members ab-
sence/project TCOs

2012 15 15 Nil
2013 9 9 Nil
2014 24 24 Nil
2015 18 15 3
2016 30 25 5
2017 106 50 56
2018 73 12 61

17/04/2018WRFFFF02600Direct Provision Payments

17/04/2018WRFFFF027001466. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing the allowance for adults in direct provision from 
€21.60 per week to €22, €23, €24 and €25, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16473/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF027501467. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing the allowance for children in direct provision 
from €21.60 to €22, €23, €24 and €25, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16474/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): It is 
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proposed to take Questions Nos. 1466 and 1467 together.

The direct provision allowance is a non-statutory payment administered by my Department 
on behalf of the Department of Justice and Equality to persons in the direct provision system.  
The Government has provided over €5.6 million for the allowance in 2018. 

There are approximately 3,700 adults and 1,600 children residing in the system of direct 
provision in respect of whom the direct provision allowance is being paid. The full-year costs, 
based on the current numbers, of increasing the weekly adult rate and the weekly child rate from 
€21.60 to €22, €23, €24 and €25 is provided in the tabular statement. 

Any increases to the rate of direct provision allowance would have to be approved by Gov-
ernment and considered in a budgetary context.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Adult Rate Direct Provision Allowance and full-year cost of rate increase.

Adult Rate Additional full year cost to increase adult 
rate from €21.60 to amount (based on 3,700 
adult recipients)

Increase to €22 €76,960
Increase to €23 €269,360
Increase to €24 €461,760
Increase to €25 €654,160
Child Rate Direct Provision Allowance and full-year cost of rate increase.

Child Rate Additional full-year cost to increase child 
rate from €21.60 to amount (based on 1,600 
child recipients)

Increase to €22 €33,280
Increase to €23 €116,480
Increase to €24 €199,680
Increase to €25 €282,880

17/04/2018WRFFFF02900Social Welfare Benefits Expenditure

17/04/2018WRFFFF030001468. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing payments (details supplied) by €5, in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16475/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF031001470. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year-cost of increasing the rate of maternity benefit by €5, €10, €15 and 
€20, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16477/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF032001471. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing paternity benefit by €5, €10, €15 and €20, respec-
tively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16478/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF033001472. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing the qualified child payment by €2, €3, €4 and €5, 
respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16479/18]
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17/04/2018WRFFFF03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1468 and 1470 to 1472, inclusive, together.

The costings sought by the Deputy are detailed in the following series of tables.

  Table 1: Full year cost of increasing various payments by €5 per week

Scheme €5 increase  €m
Carer’s Allowance 16.0
Carer’s Benefit 0.7
Disability Allowance  37.5
Illness Benefit 14.4
Blind Pension 0.3
Invalidity Pension 17.2
It should be noted that the cost for Carer’s Allowance includes an increase for those aged 

under and over 66 years of age as well as a proportionate increase for those in receipt of a half 
rate payment. 

  Table 2: Full year cost of increasing Maternity Benefit by varying amounts 

€5  increase  €10 increase  €15 increase  €20 increase  
Schemes €m €m €m €m
Maternity Ben-
efit  

5.2 10.3 15.5 20.6

  Table 3: Full year cost of increasing Paternity Benefit by varying amounts 

€5  increase  €10 increase  €15 increase  €20 increase  
Schemes €m €m €m €m
Paternity Ben-
efit  

0.3 0.5 0.8 1.0

  Table 4: Full year cost of increasing the Increase for a Qualified Child by varying 
amounts  

€2 increase  €3 increase  €4 increase  €5 increase  
Schemes €m €m €m €m
Increase for a 
Qualified Child

37.0 55.4 73.9 92.4

All of the costs shown above are on a full year basis and are based on the estimated number 
of recipients in 2018.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context 
of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2019.  It 
should also be noted that these costings include proportionate increases for qualified adults and 
for those on reduced rates of payment, where relevant.

17/04/2018WRFFFF03500Rent Supplement Scheme Data

17/04/2018WRFFFF036001469. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing rent supplement limits by 10% on average; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [16476/18]
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17/04/2018WRFFFF03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Rent supplement plays a vital role in housing families and individuals, with the scheme sup-
porting approximately 31,720 recipients for which the Government has provided €180 million 
for in 2018. 

Taking into account the contribution of the customer to their housing costs under the scheme, 
increasing rent limits by 10% would result in a full year cost of approximately €24 million for 
rent supplement. 

In recognition of the on-going rental market difficulties, my Department continues to imple-
ment a targeted case-by-case policy approach that allows for flexibility where landlords seek 
rents in excess of the rent limits.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Questions Nos. 1470 to 1472, inclusive, answered with Question No. 1468.

17/04/2018WRFFFF04100School Meals Programme

17/04/2018WRFFFF042001473. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of increasing expenditure on the school meals programme by 5%, 10%, 
15% and 20%, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16480/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Funding towards school meals is being provided in over 1,580 schools and other organisa-
tions, supporting over 248,000 children at a cost of some €54 million in 2018, representing an 
increase of €6.5 million over the previous year.  The programme is an important component of 
policies to encourage school attendance and extra educational achievement.

Based on the 2018 budgetary allocation of €54 million, the estimated cost of increasing ex-
penditure on the school meals programme by 5%, 10%, 15% and 20% is provided in the tabular 
statement. Changes to increase the funding of any scheme administered by my Department 
would have to be considered in a budgetary context. 

Tabular Statement: Additional annual costs of expanding the school meals programme

Increase in expenditure Additional annual cost 
5% €2.7m
10% €5.4m
15% €8.1m
20% €10.8m

17/04/2018WRFFFF04400Living Wage Expenditure

17/04/2018WRFFFF045001474. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the expenditure on the Living Wage Commission; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [16481/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department assumed responsibility for Employment Affairs on 2nd of September 2017, includ-
ing the Low Pay Commission.  This was previously the responsibility of the Department of 
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Business, Enterprise and Innovation.

The total expenditure for the Low Pay Commission for 2017 was €297,459.

17/04/2018WRFFFF04700Pensions Data

17/04/2018WRFFFF048001475. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of defined contribution schemes; the net asset value of these schemes; 
the average return on these schemes; the number of defined benefit schemes here; the net as-
set value of these schemes; the average return on these schemes; the number of PRSAs here; 
the average annual return on these schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16593/18]

17/04/2018WRFFFF04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
number of schemes and net asset values are set out in tabular form below.  Neither the Pensions 
Authority nor my Department collates data on the average return on schemes.

- No. of schemes Net asset value
Defined Contribution 
Schemes

70,700 €35bn.

Defined Benefit Schemes 640 €60.8 bn. 
PRSAs (number of con-
tracts)

264,664 €6.3bn.

Scheme data are based on the scheme registration data submitted to the Pensions Authority 
by regulated entities. 
The number of DB and DC schemes and PRSAs is as 31 December 2017.

  The asset value for DC scheme assets is an estimation based on the Annual Scheme Infor-
mation returns submitted to the Pensions Authority by regulated entities.

The asset value for DB schemes is based on the Annual Actuarial Data Returns (AADRs) 
which have been submitted to the Pensions Authority by 31 March 2017.  The effective date 
of each AADR is the end date of the relevant scheme year.  As different schemes have differ-
ent scheme year end dates, this means there is no single return date for the data.  The effective 
dates are spread over the 2015 and 2016 calendar years.  The average return date was February 
2016.  For simplicity, the data in this report is referred to as the 2016 data.  No adjustments 
have been made to the data to allow for the different reporting dates, e.g., total assets reported 
have not been adjusted to estimate what might have been the asset value at a particular date.  A 
report on DB schemes 2016 statistics was published on 8 August 2017 on the Pension Author-
ity’s website.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRGGGG00200Child Benefit Eligibility

17/04/2018WRGGGG003001476. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to extend eligibility for child benefit to those children over 18 years of age 
that are still in full time secondary education; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16680/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child Benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
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children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up 
to their 18th birthday who are in full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child Benefit is 
currently paid to almost 628,000 families in respect of over 1.2 million children, with an esti-
mated expenditure of more than €2 billion in 2018. 

Given the universality of Child Benefit, extending entitlement to parents of full time stu-
dents in second level education who are over 18 years of age would not be a targeted approach.  
The adoption of such a proposal would have significant cost implications and would have to be 
considered in an overall budgetary context. 

Families on low incomes can avail of a number of social welfare schemes that support chil-
dren in full-time education until the age of 22, including: 

- Increase for a Qualified Child (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments; 

- the Working Family Payment (formerly Family Income Supplement) for low-paid employ-
ees with children; 

- the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance for low income families (paid at the 
full-time second-level education rate). 

As part of the measures under Budget 2018, the qualified child payment which is paid each 
week to families with children was increased from €29.80 to €31.80 for each child.  This is an 
increase of 6.7%, and will benefit over 400,000 children.

The Working Family Payment earnings thresholds were also increased by €10 per week for 
families with up to three children.  This will particularly benefit low-income working families.

These schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked to household income and 
thereby support low-income families with older children participating in full-time education. 

Given the above, I have no plans to extend eligibility for Child Benefit to those children 
over 18 years of age that are still in full time secondary education.

17/04/2018WRGGGG00500Legislative Measures

17/04/2018WRGGGG006001477. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when legislation will be brought forward to give effect to the approach that was an-
nounced to correct the anomalies in relation to contributory pensions post-2012; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16686/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
new interim Total Contributions Approach to determining the level of pay, including the in-
troduction of the new HomeCaring credit, for recipients of the State Pension (contributory) 
affected by the 2012 rate band changes was agreed by the Government in January.  

Instructions for legislation to give effect to this change are currently being set out.  When 
drafted, the legislation will be brought forward at the next available opportunity.  Changes in 
payment level for those pensioners who benefit will be effective from 30 March 2018.

Plans for legislation to introduce a Total Contributions Approach for all new pensioners 
from 2020 onwards will be brought to Government following a public consultation later this 
year.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRGGGG00800State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

17/04/2018WRGGGG009001478. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the circumstances under which or reason a person can avail of ten years credited 
contributions, which is distinct from the 20 years allowed for home making and caring duties, 
in relation to the total contributions approach for the contributory pension (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16687/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
PRSI contributions can be credited to people in a number of contexts, for example when in re-
ceipt of a Jobseekers or Illness benefit payments.  Where applicable, these may be used towards 
PRSI-based social protection payments, including the State pension contributory.  To qualify 
for a credit you must have worked and paid at least one PRSI contribution at PRSI Class A, B, 
C, D, E, or H and have paid or credited contributions in either of the last two completed tax 
years.  Not all credits are reckonable for a State pension contributory.

Under the interim Total Contributions Approach announced in January, a person who reached 
pension age after 1 September 2012 and has a 40 year record of paid and credited social insur-
ance contributions, subject to a maximum of 20 years of credits, will qualify for a maximum 
contributory pension where they satisfy the other qualifying conditions for the scheme.

Up to 20 years of HomeCaring credits, and/or 10 years of other qualifying credits, for ex-
ample when unemployed or ill, may be used, subject to the total number of credits not exceed-
ing 20 years.

So, for example, a person might receive a maximum pension based on 20 years paid PRSI 
contributions, 5 years jobseeker credits, and 15 years HomeCaring Credits, over a 50 year pe-
riod. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRGGGG01100State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

17/04/2018WRGGGG012001479. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the number years in addition to the number of months a person has worked will 
be taken into consideration under the total contribution approach to calculating entitlement 
to the contributory pension (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16688/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
interim Total Contributions Approach (TCA) which will apply to those affected by the change 
in rate bands in September 2012, and before the full TCA comes in from 2020, will see entitle-
ments based on the pensioner’s total contributions.  While the details regarding the operation of 
the scheme have to be finalised, and based on a total of 40 years of contributions (comprising 
both qualifying and credited contributions), someone with 36 years and 8 months contributions 
would be expected to receive a pension of approximately 91.67%, and someone with 36 years 
and 4 months would be expected to receive a pension of approximately 90.83%.  This does 
not take into consideration any additional credited contributions either party may be entitled 
to depending on their particular circumstances.  It will be possible to give details of payment 
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rates only when the legislation has been finalised and the particular personal records have been 
examined.

The details of the Total Contributions Approach to determining rate of pay to those who 
reach state pension age from 2020 onwards will be finalised following a public consultation 
with relevant stakeholders over the coming months.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRGGGG01400Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

17/04/2018WRGGGG015001480. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when an application by a person (details supplied) will be processed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16692/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG01600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was re-
ceived from this lady on 1 February 2018.  Applications received in late January early February 
2018 are currently being finalised.  The application will be considered by a deciding officer and 
the decision notified as soon as possible.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 1481 withdrawn.

17/04/2018WRGGGG01700Bereavement Grant

17/04/2018WRGGGG018001482. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to introduce a non-means tested grant for children’s funerals under 16 years of 
age in view of the tragic circumstances that surround such occasions and the limited nature of 
the exceptional needs payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16717/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Un-
der the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, my Department may make a single 
exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off expenditure which a person 
could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  The Government has 
provided over €36 million for exceptional and urgent needs payments in 2018. 

An ENP is a means tested payment payable at the discretion of the officers administering 
the scheme taking into account the requirements of the legislation and all the relevant circum-
stances of the case in order to ensure that the payments target those most in need of assistance. 

An application can be made under the ENP scheme for assistance with funeral and burial 
expenses where there is an inability to pay these costs, in part or in full, by the family of the 
deceased person without causing hardship.  In 2017 almost 2,800 ENPs were paid at a cost of 
€5.1 million towards funeral and burial expenses. 

There are no current plans to introduce a grant scheme as outlined by the Deputy.  The in-
troduction of any new scheme would have to be considered in a budgetary context and within 
the scope of the overall resources available for welfare improvements.  However should the 
Deputy be aware of a case which may require an ENP to assist with the cost of a funeral for a 
child under age 16 years, the family should be advised to contact their local community welfare 
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service who may be able to offer assistance. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRGGGG02000Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Eligibility

17/04/2018WRGGGG021001483. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the operation of the invalidity pension and the payment of partial capacity benefit with 
regard to a person being assessed for PCB that is only able to get insecure casual work will be 
reviewed (details supplied); if the scheme will be reviewed to allow for variations in earnings 
resulting from casual work; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16727/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Partial Capacity Benefit (PCB) is a scheme which allows a person 
return to employment if they have a reduced capacity for work while continuing to receive a 
payment from my department.  A person who applies for PCB will, in the first instance, be as-
sessed by a medical assessor who assesses the degree of capacity.  If awarded, PCB will allow 
them to continue to receive a percentage of their Illness Benefit (IB) or Invalidity Pension (IP) 
payment while working.  Participation in the PCB scheme is voluntary and to apply a person 
must be in receipt of either IP or IB (for at least six months at the date of application).  Payment 
of PCB lasts for as long as the customer has an underlying entitlement to payment of IB or IP.    

The rate of payment depends on the personal rate of the qualifying scheme (IB or IP) from 
which the customer originates and the medical assessment of the customer’s capacity for work.  
A person medically assessed as profound will qualify for 100%  of the qualifying payment 
while, a person medically assessed as severe or moderate will qualify for 75% or 50% , of the 
underlying payment respectively. 

PCB is paid in addition to and is independent of a person’s income from employment and 
given the objectives of the scheme, it would not be appropriate to vary the payment by level of 
earnings.

17/04/2018WRGGGG02300Exceptional Needs Payments

17/04/2018WRGGGG024001484. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when an exceptional needs payment will issue in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16730/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
exceptional needs payment towards the cost of funeral expenses, in the case of the person con-
cerned, was approved on 23/3/18.  A payment was issued by cheque to the person concerned 
on 5/4/2018.

I trust this clarifies the mater for the Deputy.

17/04/2018WRGGGG02600Departmental Schemes

17/04/2018WRGGGG027001485. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the statutory basis for the fuel allowance scheme, the household benefits package and 
the free travel scheme. [16771/18]
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17/04/2018WRGGGG02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
fuel allowance scheme, the household benefits scheme and the free travel scheme are non-
statutory schemes which are operated by my Department.  The schemes were introduced and 
extended by Ministerial Announcement. 

Decisions in relation to applications for non-statutory schemes are made by Officers of my 
Department based on published guidelines setting out the conditions of entitlement in detail.

There are currently no plans to place the non-statutory schemes on a statutory basis.  The 
major advantage of schemes being on a non-statutory basis is that they can be modified with-
out needing a legislative change in response to customer needs, subject to the availability of 
resources.  A recent example of this was the double week payment of fuel allowance during the 
cold weather event at the start of March. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

17/04/2018WRGGGG02900Disability Support Services Provision

17/04/2018WRGGGG030001486. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason for a survey or consultation process with persons with disabilities and parents 
of children with disabilities and, in particular, those in receipt of domiciliary care allowance; if 
this process could permit an opt-in or opt-out option in the context in which parents might feel 
that their child on medical grounds is not able to participate in the workforce; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16824/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am assuming that the Deputy is referring to a national consultation process  in relation to a 
number of recommendations made in the Make Work Pay (MWP) for people with disabilities 
report, organised by the Department.  The MWP report itself was published in April 2017 fol-
lowing a commitment in the Comprehensive Employment Strategy for people with disabilities 
2015 -2024 and was undertaken in order to better identify how people with disabilities could be 
supported to achieve their employment ambitions.

The consultation reflects a commitment made at the time of the publication of the MWP re-
port to consult widely with persons with disabilities and their families in relation to the number 
of recommendations about the principle of early engagement and a proposed reconfiguration 
of the Disability Allowance payment.   One MWP recommendation is to support young adults 
through education, training and social inclusion according to their capacity, and to change the 
qualifying age for disability allowance.  The other recommendation was to adopt an early en-
gagement approach in order to support the employment ambitions of people with disabilities.  
Early engagement would mean that the State will support people with disabilities at the earliest 
stage possible to help them achieve their employment goals. To this end, people with disabili-
ties would begin receiving assistance, advice and support from the departments Intreo service 
(or other related services) when they apply for a disability income support payment.

At the launch of the consultation process, I together with the Minister of State for Disabili-
ties made clear that engagement would be voluntary: in other words, it would be a matter for 
persons with disabilities themselves to decide whether they wanted to avail of the supports of-
fered through the Intreo service.  This has been stressed at all stages throughout the consultation 
process.

The national consultation process concluded on April 13 and now will be followed by fur-
ther consideration of the results with a stakeholder focus group.  This group comprises of per-
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sons with experience of disability issue was established last September and has helped my 
Department with the design of the national consultation process. 

I together with my Government colleagues, look forward to learning the outcome of the 
consultation process in due course.

I hope this clarifies the issue for the deputy.

17/04/2018WRGGGG03200Water Quality

17/04/2018WRGGGG033001487. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the steps he will take to address a serious risk to the highly vulnerable aquifer posed by a 
company’s reinforcement project (details supplied) in counties Laois and Kilkenny particularly 
in view of the pollution incident that occurred in March 2018 during which kerosene entered the 
Fethard water supply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15209/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG034001488. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he is satisfied that there is no risk to the groundwater, groundwater dependent habitats 
and highly vulnerable regionally important aquifer situated under counties Laois and Kilkenny 
reinforcement project substation in County Laois in view of the fact that operational risks did 
not form part of the environmental assessment of the project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15211/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1487 and 1488 together.

The project in question has been granted planning permission by An Bord Pleanála and  
environmental and other considerations would have been taken into account as part of the plan-
ning process. 

Local authorities have a general responsibility for the monitoring, management, protection 
and improvement of water quality. The Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts 1977 and 
1990 carry a general prohibition on the entry of any polluting matter to waters. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency is the statutory body for investigating complaints of pollution and 
for the enforcement, both directly and through oversight of local authorities, of environmental 
legislation in Ireland. 

Neither I nor my Department has any direct role in monitoring or supervising the delivery 
of water services or any pollution incidents arising therefrom.   

17/04/2018WRGGGG03700Library Services Data

17/04/2018WRGGGG038001489. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of librarians in the past five years by county in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15292/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG039001490. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of librarians that have retired in the past five years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15293/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1489 and 1490 together.
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My Department is responsible for workforce planning for the local government sector, in-
cluding the monitoring of local government sector employment levels. To this end, my Depart-
ment gathers quarterly data on staff numbers in local authorities; however, the data gathered 
does not provide details in terms of the number of librarians employed or the number that 
retired by county or local authority. Accordingly, the information requested is not available in 
my Department.

17/04/2018WRGGGG04200Rent Controls

17/04/2018WRGGGG043001491. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the protections he will introduce for students reliant on affordable accommodation mak-
ing specific reference to a case (details supplied). [15694/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG044001556. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his attention has been drawn to the recent 27% year-on-year increase in rent at a student resi-
dence (details supplied) in a rent pressure zone, bringing total rent per annum to €8,695; and 
his plans to ensure that rent caps of 4% per annum apply to purpose built or contracted student 
accommodation. [15735/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG045001579. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to ensure that dedicated student accommodation is not exempt from rent 
pressure zone regulations; if such accommodation will be subject to the work of the Residential 
Tenancies Board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15984/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG04600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1491, 1556 and 
1579 together.

Rent Pressure Zones have their legal basis under the Residential Tenancies Act 2004, as 
amended.  This legislation regulates the landlord-tenant relationship in the private rented resi-
dential sector.  Pursuant to section 3(1), this Act applies to every dwelling that is the subject of 
a tenancy. The provisions of the Act, including those provisions providing for the rent pressure 
zone measure, does not apply where the dwelling is occupied by a person under an arrangement 
which is not a tenancy.  

Licensing arrangements such as those that apply to some types of student accommodation 
are not covered by the legislative protections of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004, because 
they are not deemed to be tenancies for the purposes of the Act.  Consequently, the restrictions 
on rental increases in Rent Pressure Zones, provided for in the Residential Tenancies Act, do 
not therefore apply to accommodation types that are not normally subject to tenancies.

However, if there is any doubt as to the type of arrangement in place, whether it is a tenancy 
or licence, the matter should be referred to the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) for a deter-
mination.  

I understand that the Department of Education and Skills (DES) are to examine the case for 
inclusion of purpose-built student accommodation within the Rent Pressure Zone legislation, 
including through the forum of the Inter-Departmental Working Group on Student Accommo-
dation which is convened by DES.

17/04/2018WRGGGG04700Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan Implementation
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17/04/2018WRGGGG048001492. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the position with regard to the so-called Dublin array of offshore wind turbines; 
the status of the proposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15757/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG04900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Saorgus Energy Limited lodged an application for a foreshore 
lease to develop a windfarm on the Kish and Bray Banks in 2009 which are located approxi-
mately 10km from the Dublin and Wicklow coasts. The company also published an Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS) in respect of the proposal, which is known as the Dublin Array.  
The applicant held its own public consultation process around that time; however, the applica-
tion has not yet been approved by my Department to proceed to public consultation under the 
Foreshore Consent Application Process. 

It should also be noted that a foreshore lease is only one of a number of conditions required 
by prospective developers in this sector.  Other conditions necessary to ensure the viability of 
offshore renewable energy projects include the ability to output to the national grid as well as 
subsidy support.  Policies in relation to these matters are the responsibility of the Commission 
for Regulation of Utilities and the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment, respectively.

17/04/2018WRGGGG05000Housing Data

17/04/2018WRGGGG051001493. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of Rebuilding Ireland home loans that have been applied for since 1 Febru-
ary 2018, by county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16122/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG052001494. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of Rebuilding Ireland home loans that have been turned down since 1 Feb-
ruary 2018, by county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16123/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG053001495. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of Rebuilding Ireland home loan applications pending a decision, by coun-
ty, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16124/18]

17/04/2018WRGGGG05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1493 to 1495, inclusive, together.

As with the previous local authority home loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan, which was introduced on 1 February 2018, is a local authority product and loan applica-
tions are made directly to the local authority in whose area the property proposed for purchase 
is situated.  My Department does not collect information on the number of enquiries to local 
authorities regarding the loan, the number of complete loan applications received by local au-
thorities, or the reasons as to why a loan application may be declined.

As is currently the case, my Department will continue to publish information on the overall 
number and value of (1) local authority loan approvals and (2) local authority loan drawdowns 
on its website at the following link:   http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-prices-
loans-and-profile-borrowers/local-authority-loan-activity.

This information is currently updated to end Q3 2017; it is anticipated that Q4 data will be 
published shortly. 
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17/04/2018WRHHHH00400Housing Data

17/04/2018WRHHHH005001496. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount spent on constructing residential units on State owned land in each of the 
years 2012 to 2017 and to date in 2018; the model used to construct residential units on State 
owned land; if a form of public private partnership is used; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16622/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH006001620. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of residential units that have been constructed on State owned lands in each 
of the years 2012 to 2017 and to date in 2018; the number of residential units in the planning 
process to be built on State owned land; the number of residential units with An Bord Pleanála 
to be built on State owned land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16625/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1496 and 1620 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, residential construction on state lands over the period 2012-
2017 has been primarily for social housing purposes.

Through the supports made available from my Department, funding is available to all lo-
cal authorities to deliver additional social housing stock through new construction projects, 
through the acquisition of new and previously owned houses/apartments and through working 
with approved housing bodies under a range of delivery options.

Details on the number of properties purchased and built in each local authority area, for let-
ting to those on the social housing waiting lists, are available on my Department’s website at 
the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/node/6338. 

Information on quarter four of 2017 is currently being finalised and will be published short-
ly. It should be noted that the total build output may also include a small number of turnkey 
developments not built on State lands but funded through the same capital programme. In addi-
tion to direct build projects, local authorities are also delivering additional social housing units, 
in partnership with approved housing bodies, on local authority land. 

In relation to the amount spent on constructing residential units on State owned land in each 
of the years 2012 to 2017, the following table sets out the expenditure on local authority social 
housing build over the period 2012 to date. This does not include Part V, Turnkey or approved 
housing body schemes.

 Year Total        €m
2018 (to 13/4/18) 41.94
2017 109.47
2016 35.46
2015 29.73
2014 24.46
2013 28.49
2012 44.51
In relation to the number of residential units in the planning process to be built on State 

owned land, at end February 2018, approximately 3,000 social housing units were advancing 
through the Part 8 planning process. The Department is not aware of any developments for 
residential units to be built on other publicly owned land which are currently with An Bord 



17 April 2018

691

Pleanála. 

The delivery of additional social and affordable homes, to buy or rent, will rely on the State 
developing the full potential of its residential land bank. Following the second Housing Summit 
in January 2018, local authorities were asked to submit their plans to develop their land bank 
for social and wider housing development, including an outline of their respective proposed 
affordable housing programmes and to indicate their social housing delivery out to 2021. My 
Department is currently working through these returns and I will be announcing delivery targets 
for all local authorities very shortly.

From a longer-term strategic perspective, as part of Project Ireland 2040, the Government 
announced on 16 February its intention to establish a new National Regeneration and Develop-
ment Agency, which will have a role in managing the State’s wider publicly-owned land bank to 
ensure that overall development needs, including housing, are met. The new Agency will work 
closely with local authorities, Government Departments, Agencies and other State and semi-
State bodies to secure the best use of public lands and ensure the delivery on the objectives of 
the National Planning Framework and the National Development Plan.

Regarding the social housing Public Private Partnership (PPP) programme, which the Dep-
uty refers to, this provides for an investment of €300 million and is expected to deliver 1,500 
social housing units in total, via three bundles. The first bundle, comprises six PPP sites deliver-
ing over 500 units in the greater Dublin area.  Two of the sites are located in Dublin City, with 
one each in South Dublin, Kildare, Wicklow and Louth.  Dublin City Council has been ap-
pointed to act as the lead local authority for the delivery of this first bundle. The second bundle, 
comprising eight PPP sites, will deliver over 450 units across the country. Three of the sites are 
located in County Cork, with one each in the cities of Galway and Waterford. There is a further 
one site in each of counties Clare, Kildare and Roscommon.  Cork County Council is the lead 
local authority for this bundle. Sites for the third bundle are currently being identified and will 
be announced in the coming months.

The PPP programme complements the increased exchequer-funded capital expenditure, 
which is part of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan.  It allows for more social housing to be 
built in the context of available State resources. The sites being used will remain in local author-
ity ownership and are being provided under licence for the duration of the 25-year PPP contract.   
The PPP programme is based on what is termed an ‘availability-based’ PPP model, in which 
a private sector company designs, builds, finances and maintains the social housing units over 
a 25 year period in return for a monthly ‘unitary payment’.  The housing units will be handed 
back to the local authority after 25 years in a predefined, good quality condition. The sites will 
remain in State ownership for the entire period.  

It should be noted that the Office of Public Works (OPW) has the central role in managing 
the State’s diverse property portfolio, and is responsible for co-ordinating policy in maintaining 
and efficiently organising the property asset portfolio of the State.

17/04/2018WRHHHH00800Postal Voting

17/04/2018WRHHHH009001497. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to extend postal voting rights to persons who are due to be abroad on holidays 
on 25 May 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16950/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH010001525. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to extend the postal vote system for persons who are out of the country 
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further than the persons currently provided for, such as consular staff and families, Defence 
Forces and so on, on polling days for referendums and elections; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15321/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH011001537. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to make the supplement to the postal voters list available to those voters who 
on polling day have elective medical procedures, are in the final stages of pregnancy or are in 
the early stages after a pregnancy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15453/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH012001552. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and 
Local Government his views on extending the entitlement to a postal vote to those who are on 
holidays on polling day, abroad on pilgrimage, overseas on education courses or abroad work-
ing on a part-time basis; his further views on this in the context of the forthcoming referendum; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15592/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH013001569. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if a postal vote will be given to a person who has already made travel arrangements 
and will not be in the country on the date of the referendum; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15900/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH01400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1497, 1525, 1537, 1552 and 
1569 together.

Postal voting is provided for in electoral law in respect of a number of categories of electors 
- whole-time members of the Defence Forces, members of An Garda Síochána, Irish diplomats 
serving abroad and their spouses/civil partners, electors living at home who are unable to vote 
because of a physical illness or a physical disability, electors whose occupation, service or 
employment makes it likely that they will be unable to vote in person at their local polling sta-
tion on polling day, full-time students registered at their home who are living elsewhere while 
attending an educational institution in the State, prisoners and certain election staff employed 
at the poll outside the constituency where they reside. Potential voters falling into these cat-
egories who are not already postal voters have until 28 April 2018 to apply to their registration 
authorities for inclusion in the supplement to the postal voters list to avail of a postal vote in the 
forthcoming referendum.

While electoral law is subject to ongoing review I have no proposals at present to extend 
existing arrangements for postal voting.  However, in response to the evolving needs of Irish 
society and its relationship with the wider Irish diaspora, the Government agreed in March 2017 
to accept in principle the main recommendation in the Fifth Report of the Convention on the 
Constitution that Irish citizens resident outside the State, including citizens resident in Northern 
Ireland, should have the right to vote at presidential elections and that a referendum would be 
held to amend the Constitution to seek to give effect to this.  In order to inform public discourse 
on this significant policy change, an Options Paper was published on 22 March 2017 by my 
Department and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

The Options Paper, which is available on my Department’s website at www.housing.gov.ie, 
sets out a broad range of options for the extension of voting rights, international comparisons, 
the estimated costs involved and related resource issues as well as many of the legal, policy and 
logistical challenges associated with extending voting rights to Irish citizens resident outside 
the State.  As set out in the Options Paper, postal voting would be the most likely means by 
which Irish citizens resident outside the State could exercise their right to vote if a referendum 
were to be held and passed by the people in due course.   
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To address a number of Government commitments on the holding of referendums, the Gov-
ernment announced on 26 September 2017 that it had agreed indicative dates for the holding 
of a number of referendums in 2018 and 2019, subject to the timely passage of Constitution 
Amendment Bills by each House of the Oireachtas.  Included in the list is the proposed refer-
endum on extending the franchise at presidential elections to Irish citizens resident outside the 
State which it is intended will be held on the same date as the local and European elections in 
late May/early June 2019.  My Department will, in consultation with the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, bring forward an appropriate Constitution Amendment Bill on extending the 
franchise at Presidential elections to Irish citizens resident outside the State in good time for the 
holding of the referendum.

17/04/2018WRHHHH01500Planning Issues

17/04/2018WRHHHH016001498. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the statutory authority under which he issued  circular letter PL 02/20189 (details sup-
plied). [14948/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH017001499. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he obtained legal advice before issuing circular letter PL 02/20189. [14949/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH018001500. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he or his officials had discussions with an association (details supplied) before he issued 
circular letter PL 02/20189. [14950/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH019001501. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he or his officials had discussions with the law agents of planning authorities before he 
issued circular letter PL 02/20189. [14951/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH020001502. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the way in which it came to his attention that individual planning applications made 
under Part 3 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, are increasingly being 
discussed at municipal district area committee and-or council meetings of some local authori-
ties prior to a decision being made on the application concerned, as referred to in circular letter 
PL 02/20189. [14952/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1498 to 1502, inclusive, together.

Following engagement with the Land Use and Transport Committee of the County and 
City Management Association (CCMA) in relation to the discussion of individual planning 
applications at Municipal District and Area Committee meetings or at full Council meetings in 
some local authorities, my Department issued Circular PL 02/2018 to planning authorities on 9 
March 2018.

The purpose of this Circular was to remind planning authorities and elected members 
that they are required to consider planning applications in accordance with the open, transpar-
ent and verifiable written process set down in planning legislation and that planning authorities, 
when making their decisions, are restricted to considering the proper planning and sustainable 
development of the area concerned.

The Circular further indicates that, while the statutory Development Management Guide-
lines issued to planning authorities under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 
2000, as amended, recognise that elected members may be informed by planning staff of fac-
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tual matters relating to particular planning applications, the provision of such information is 
intended to inform elected members who may wish to make substantive comments on planning 
applications by way of formal written submissions or observations to the planning authority.

In this regard, the Circular points out that discussion of the merits of individual planning 
applications at Municipal District and Area Committee meetings or full Council meetings does 
not form part of the statutory process for the consideration of planning applications, and that 
the practice could be viewed as an attempt to undermine due process and exert undue influence 
on the planning authority to make a decision that would not be in the interests of the proper 
planning and sustainable development of the area concerned. The Circular also states that the 
practice of discussing planning applications at relevant Council meetings could convey an er-
roneous impression to the public of the role of elected members in the statutory process for 
deciding on planning applications.

As the Circular restates and does not amend the relevant provisions of the Development 
Management Guidelines issued to planning authorities, it was not necessary to seek legal advice 
or to formulate further statutory guidance in the matter.  The Circular was issued to planning 
authorities as part of the normal process of communication by my Department with planning 
authorities in relation to issues of common concern and with a view to ensuring that common 
approaches and practices are adopted by planning authorities in the performance of their statu-
tory planning functions generally.

17/04/2018WRHHHH02600Local Government Audit Service

17/04/2018WRHHHH027001503. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the town and borough councils that had an auditor’s report prepared and issued by the 
Local Government Audit Service for 2013, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14954/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH028001504. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the town and borough councils that did not have an auditor’s report prepared and issued by 
the Local Government Audit Service for 2013, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14955/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH02900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1503 and 1504 together.

Government policy on local government reform was set out in the Putting People First, Ac-
tion Programme for Effective Local Government (the ‘Action Programme’).

Many of the reforms set out in the Action Programme were introduced with effect from 1 
June 2014. These included the merging of the city and county councils of Waterford and Limer-
ick and the two county councils in Tipperary, the dissolution of town and borough councils, the 
introduction of 95 municipal districts and a new regional assembly structure. 

These factors contributed to a delay in the production of 2013 draft accounts by some au-
thorities, which had an adverse impact in the delivery of a timely and efficient audit programme.

Section 120 of the Local Government Act 2001 states that “on completion of the audit of 
accounts of a local authority or other body, the local government auditor....may prepare a report 
(in this Chapter referred to as an ‘‘auditor’s report’’) on any matter or matters which come to 
his or her notice during the course of the audit and such report shall accompany the audited 
financial statement.”
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Due to the fact that Town and Borough Councils were dissolved with effect from 1 June 
2014 and that the majority of audits would not be completed by that date, it was decided that 
it was not necessary to issue an audit report on completion of the audits of Town and Borough 
Councils unless significant audit issues arose. However any issues arising were to be followed 
up with the relevant local authority staff. I can confirm that all audits of Town and Borough 
Councils were completed for 2013 and, with the exception of Sligo Borough and Ballinasloe 
Town Councils, that audit reports to the members were not issued.   Any significant or on-going 
issues in relation to former town councils would have been identified as part of the annual audit 
of the County Council in 2014 and if necessary reflected in the statutory audit report for that 
Council.

17/04/2018WRHHHH03100Building Regulations Amendments

17/04/2018WRHHHH032001505. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to change section J3 of the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2014; 
if so, when the change will be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14960/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH03300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Second Schedule to the Building Regulations 1997 to 2017, 
which are made under the Building Control Act 1990, as amended, set out the minimum legal 
requirements applicable to the construction of all new buildings, extensions to existing build-
ings, as well as for material alterations and certain material changes of use to existing buildings. 
These requirements are set out in 12 parts, classified as Parts A to M. The accompanying Tech-
nical Guidance Documents (TGDs) provide guidance on how owners, builders, developers and 
designers can achieve compliance in practice.

Part J of these regulations deals with heat producing appliances and was amended in 2014. 
The Building Regulations (Part J Amendment) Regulations 2014 and the accompanying Tech-
nical Guidance Document J – Heat Producing Appliances (2014), includes the requirement, J3, 
that a heat producing appliance and any flue pipe shall be so designed and installed and any 
fireplace and any chimney shall be so designed and constructed, in a manner that will reduce to 
a reasonable level the risk of the building catching fire in consequence of its use.

There are no further plans to amend Part J at this time.

17/04/2018WRHHHH03400Appointments to State Boards

17/04/2018WRHHHH035001506. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Lo-
cal Government his views on whether it is a conflict of interest that a person (details supplied) 
is also a board member of an organisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15022/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) is governed by the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004 – 
2016.  Section 153 of the Act provides that the members of the Board shall be appointed from 
time to time as occasion requires by the Minister.  The Act requires that Board members shall 
be persons who, in the Minister’s opinion, have experience in a field of expertise relevant to the 
Board’s functions.

In accordance with the Government Decision regarding appointments to vacancies on State 
Boards, with effect from 1 November 2014, such vacancies must be advertised openly on the 
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State Boards portal, www.stateboards.ie, operated by the Public Appointments Service (PAS). 

The Government believes that putting in place a system for appointments to State Boards 
that is open, accessible, rigorous and transparent, will yield additional applications from ac-
complished, experienced and qualified individuals who wish to make a commitment to public 
service that might not have previously been identified as available for appointment to State 
Boards.  One of the core elements of the model agreed by Government is the operation by PAS 
of an independent, expert, rigorous and transparent system of assessment.

On appointment, RTB Board members are required to sign and adhere to the code of prac-
tice for Board members as detailed on the RTB website at the following link:

https://onestopshop.rtb.ie/images/uploads/general/Code_of_Conduct_for_Board_Mem-
bers_2017.pdf .

As outlined in the Code, the activities of the Board must be conducted in an objective man-
ner. Board members must also comply with the requirements of section 170 of the Residential 
Tenancies Act, 2004 in relation to disclosure of interests and must disclose outside business or 
employment interests in conflict or in potential conflict with the business of the RTB.  A conflict 
of interest may arise where a board member’s relationships, interests (including business, pro-
fessional and/or employment interests) or attitude influences or might be perceived as influenc-
ing his/her decision in relation to a matter or being in conflict with the objectives and activities 
of the Board.  Conflicts may arise generally in relation to the Board’s activities or in relation to 
particular matters that are subject to Board decisions.

Board members must submit all declarations of interests statements required under the pro-
visions of the Ethics in Public Office Acts.  Where a Board member has an actual or perceived 
conflict in relation to a matter to be considered by the Board or by the Director and officers of 
the RTB, then it is expected that:

- The interest and its nature be disclosed in advance; 

- He/she does not influence or seek to influence a decision to be made in relation to the mat-
ter; 

- He/she absents him/herself from any meeting or part of a meeting at which the conflict of 
interest or potential conflict of interest is discussed; 

- He/she does not vote on any matter in which they have a conflict of interest; 

- The disclosure of the interest will be recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is 
considered

I am satisfied the RTB is committed to maintaining the highest standards of corporate gov-
ernance, in compliance with the Codes of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies.

17/04/2018WRHHHH03605Fire Safety

17/04/2018WRHHHH036091507. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing; Planning and Local Govern-
ment the hospitals in the Dublin region that were assessed for compliance under the early risk 
categorisation procedure undertaken by his Department post the Grenfell fire. [15054/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH036181508. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing; Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a building (details supplied) had been included in the early risk category undertaken on 



17 April 2018

697

high-rise buildings post the Grenfell fire. [15055/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH036271510. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing; Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the early risk categorisation report carried out by each fire authority and sent 
to his Department for observation some years ago; the outcome of the process; and if it is under 
review. [15057/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH036361514. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing; Planning and Local Govern-
ment the way in which the investigation of early risk categories in relation to early risk cat-
egorisation was undertaken in a Dublin context; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15106/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH03645Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1507, 1508, 1510 and 1514 together.

I presume the phrase “early risk categorisation” refers to the “area risk categorisation” pro-
cess provided for in the national policy document “Keeping Communities Safe - A Framework 
for Fire Safety in Ireland” (KCS).

The provision of a fire service in its functional area is a statutory function of individual fire 
authorities under the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003. Dublin City Council provides fire ser-
vices on behalf of the four Dublin local authorities.

My Department supports the fire authorities through setting national policy, providing a 
central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and pro-
viding capital funding for priority infrastructure projects. 

National policy in relation to fire safety is set out in KCS, which is based on the interna-
tionally-used systemic risk management approach and places emphasis on fire prevention and 
fire protection facilities in buildings, as well as on fire service response. For the first time, this 
document set out a national process and standards against which local authorities can bench-
mark their fire services. 

This policy document provides for each fire service to undertake an Area Risk Categorisa-
tion process in respect of each of its fire station areas. In 2013/14, following the publication of 
“Keeping Communities Safe”, and before the Grenfell Tower fire occurred in June 2017, each 
fire authority undertook an initial area risk categorisation process for its functional area and re-
ported on the process.  The outcome of this process is a judgement by fire service management 
to establish a risk grading across very high risk, high risk, medium risk, low risk or very low 
risk categories. The initial fire station risk ratings for Ireland’s 217 fire stations are published in 
the 2016 report “Local Delivery – National Consistency – Fire Services in Ireland”, a copy of 
which is available on my Department’s website at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/lo-
cal-government/fire-and-emergency-management/fire-services-ireland-local-delivery-national.

The approach to undertaking the initial Area Risk Categorisation Process is set out in KCS. 
The Area Risk Categorisation process uses nine specific criteria, including 3 years of actual fire 
data, census data relating to population of main urban areas, the total population of the station 
ground, the number of dwellings in the station ground and the annual dwelling fire rate. The 
initial process was based on analysis of three years of actual fire data generated from the three 
Computer Aided Mobilisation (CAMP) Centres. This provided spatial analysis of fire service 
historical incident data in line with the international trend towards the use of a risk-based ap-
proach to managing emergency service provision.  

It is the predominant risk in an area that defines its risk categorisation. While buildings with 
significant hazards may be identified/highlighted as part of the process, it is not seen as neces-
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sary or appropriate to undertake a building by building appraisal for the purposes of the initial 
area risk categorisation process. An area risk categorisation process does not assess compliance 
of hospitals or other individual buildings with fire safety standards, as appears to be suggested 
in two of the Deputy’s Questions. 

However, significant buildings are readily known by the people working in each station 
ground and, based on a prioritisation by local fire station officers, fire services undertake “Pre-
Incident Planning” in relation to what they perceive as the individual major fire risk buildings 
within their fire station areas. It is a matter for Dublin City Council to identify and prioritise 
buildings for “Pre-Incident Planning” in the Dublin area.

I am not in a position to say, and the Deputy should be advised by Dublin City Council, as 
to what buildings are prioritised and have been through the pre-incident planning process in the 
Dublin area. 

Over the course of 2014/2015, the National Directorate Management Board’s External Vali-
dation Group (EVG) visited every fire service in the country as part of a new external validation 
of area risk categorisation in Ireland.  In April 2016, the Board published the first EVG report 
titled “Local Delivery - National Consistency”. The report concluded, inter alia, that:

-  Fire Services are applying and refining internationally-recognised risk management ap-
proaches to reduce the fire risk and the annual toll of life and property loss caused by fire.

-  Local authorities are matching the assessed fire risk in their individual fire station areas 
with services based on both full-time and retained fire service models, with a comprehensive 
support infrastructure, and applying a range of appropriate fire prevention and fire protection 
approaches.

-  Local authorities have prioritised and maintained the financial and personnel resources in 
their fire services at a time when they have implemented significant reductions in all other areas.

-  Local authorities have benchmarked their fire services against national standards and na-
tional norms, and a strong degree of consistency, linked to area risk categorisation, now exists 
in fire service provision; all local authorities are using, or are working towards, national norms 
as minimum standards.

Arising from the work of the EVG, I am satisfied that the fire services provided in Ireland 
are operating to appropriate standards.

A consultation exercise with staffing interests was commenced in March 2016 through the 
Fire Services National Oversight and Implementation Group (FSNOIG) with a view to iden-
tifying potential enhancements to the initial Area Risk Categorisation and associated external 
validation process. The initial area risk categorisation reports of all 27 fire services, as well as 
the External Validation Group report referred to above, were provided to the staff side at that 
time. However, no progress has been made between management and the staff side in relation 
to identifying specific issues with the current process or potential enhancements.

The initial area risk categorisation process undertaken in Dublin was in line with national 
guidance and the fire station risk ratings for Dublin are included in the 2016 report “Local De-
livery – National Consistency – Fire Services in Ireland” referred to above.

17/04/2018WRHHHH03659Fire Safety
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17/04/2018WRHHHH036721509. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the advice given to residents of high rise buildings in the event of fire breaking out - if 
it is to remain in the building or to evacuate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15056/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH03686Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In accordance with section 18(2) of the Fire Services Acts 1981 
and 2003, it is the responsibility of the ‘person having control’ over the premises to ensure the 
safety of persons in the premises in the event of fire. The fire safety strategy and associated 
procedures to ensure the safety of people in any high-rise building is usually, therefore, the 
responsibility of the relevant management company. The management of the building puts pro-
cedures in place, including procedures for evacuation of the building in the event of fire, based 
on implementing the design strategy for fire safety in that building. It is the responsibility of 
the person having control also to ensure that all building occupants are aware of and practiced 
in the arrangements in place and that fire detection and alarm systems are operating and main-
tained in accordance with relevant standards.

In most buildings and circumstances, the safest approach and the default option is for all oc-
cupants of the building to evacuate in the event of a fire or a fire alarm being activated. Special 
provisions are necessary for buildings, such as hospitals or nursing homes, where evacuation of 
patients or residents may not be feasible or advisable.

In the case of buildings containing flats, the current fire safety guidance provides for two-
tier fire detection and alarm systems. Firstly, each flat should be provided with its own internal 
domestic detection and alarm system, which gives an initial warning only within the flat when 
fire or smoke is detected. The intention is that residents should evacuate, closing doors behind 
them, in the event of a fire or alarm in their own flat.  Secondly, for protection of the shared 
areas of the building, a fire detection and alarm system is provided to detect fire or smoke in the 
shared escape routes, or a developing fire in an individual flat which may begin to threaten the 
shared escape routes. Buildings containing flats are intended to have a degree of fire resistance, 
to prevent the fire spreading beyond the flat of origin. This second system will give warning to 
residents throughout the building. Generally, unless alternative procedures are specified, where 
residents receive warning of a fire in the building, they should evacuate the building.

In the case of very large or high rise buildings containing flats, there is provision for the 
fire detection and alarm system to initially warn the occupants in the areas of the building most 
likely to be affected by fire.  In this way, phased evacuation can be provided for. Following the 
initial warning, the fire detection and alarm system can give warning in areas more remote from 
the fire.

In all cases, residents of premises containing flats should be informed by the ‘person having 
control’ regarding the strategy and arrangements in place in their particular building.

Where fire services attend a fire in a building containing flats, the Incident Commander may 
decide to instruct an evacuation of the building, or, where it is considered that a fire is small, 
with localised effects, and can be readily brought under control, they may advise residents to 
stay in place while the fire is brought under control.

Question No. 1510 answered with Question No. 1507.

17/04/2018WRHHHH03700Vacant Properties Data

17/04/2018WRHHHH038001511. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment his views on the accuracy of figures for vacant housing in view of the fact that the CSO 
refused to publish Garda figures for homicide on the grounds of debatable accuracy. [15058/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Central Statistics Office is the principal statutory compiler and publisher of official statis-
tics in Ireland, and the 5-yearly Census is a detailed account which records and classifies, inter 
alia, all households and dwelling types throughout the country on a particular night. The vacan-
cy figures recorded in the Census are the result of the application of consistent, transparent and 
well tested methodologies and definitions across the entire country by a dedicated field-force 
of over 5,000 staff members who receive detailed training and whose work is closely managed 
and subject to ongoing structured quality assurance. 

I note that the results of Census 2016 show that vacancy levels in urban areas have de-
creased compared with the previous Census, while in rural areas vacancy remains high. The 
data provided by the Census is a valuable starting point for the work of my Department but as 
it includes short-term vacancy (e.g. property for sale or between tenancies on the night of the 
Census) and complex vacancy issues (e.g. probate), it is important to build on that data to derive 
the more targeted data that local authorities need in order to tackle vacancy effectively. 

My Department is working with the CSO, the Housing Agency and the local government 
sector to identify the subset of the headline vacancy figures provided by the Census that are 
houses capable of being brought back into use quickly in areas of high housing need. The key 
focus is to enable local authorities to quickly identify any vacancy hotspots in their areas so 
existing empty housing stock can be re-used and provide much needed homes. 

The expertise of the CSO, combined with the on-the-ground knowledge of local authorities, 
is important to inform our actions in this regard.

17/04/2018WRHHHH03925Fire Service

17/04/2018WRHHHH039501512. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if Dublin Fire Brigade has the ability to deal with fires that break out in high rise develop-
ments in Dublin. [15067/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH03975Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The provision of a fire service in its functional area is a statutory 
function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003. Dublin City 
Council provides fire services on behalf of the four Dublin local authorities.

My Department supports the fire authorities through setting national policy, providing a 
central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and pro-
viding capital funding for priority infrastructure projects. 

National policy in relation to fire safety is set out in the 2013 document titled “Keeping 
Communities Safe – A Framework for Fire Safety in Ireland”.  For the first time, this document 
set out a national process and standards against which local authorities can benchmark their fire 
services. 

This policy document provides for each fire service to undertake an Area Risk Categorisa-
tion process in respect of each of its fire station areas. The outcome of this process is a judge-
ment by fire service management to establish a risk grading across very high risk, high risk, 
medium risk, low risk or very low risk categories. 
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The initial fire station risk ratings for Dublin are published in the 2016 report “Local Deliv-
ery – National Consistency – Fire Services in Ireland”, and are set out in the following table.

FIRE   SERVICE FIRE STATION ARC RATING
DUBLIN Tallaght A1
DUBLIN Tara Street A1
DUBLIN Dolphins Barn A2
DUBLIN Finglas A2
DUBLIN Kilbarrack A2
DUBLIN Phibsboro A2
DUBLIN Swords A2
DUBLIN Blanchardstown B1
DUBLIN Dunlaoghaire B1
DUBLIN North Strand B1
DUBLIN Rathfarnham B1
DUBLIN Donnybrook B2
DUBLIN Balbriggan C1
DUBLIN Skerries D1
The Keeping Communities Safe policy document requires fire services to have an initial 

response capability in place which is linked to the assessed Area Risk Category, as set out in 
the following table.

Risk Catego-
ryDescription

Risk Category Standard Fire   
Appliance 
(Class B) Re-
sponse Capabil-
ity

Fire Brigade 
Travel   Times

Associated 
Crew   Levels 
(incl. crew com-
manders)

Very High A 1st2nd3rd 4th in 8 minsin 10 
minsin 15 min-
sin 20 mins

591317

High B 1st 2nd 3rd in 10 minsin 15 
minsin 20 mins

5913

Medium C 1st 2nd3rd in 10 minsin 20 
minsin 30 mins

5 913

Low D 1st 2nd in 20 minsin 40 
mins

59

Very Low E 1 2 in 30 minsin 60 
mins

59

Arising from the work of the External Validation Group mandated by the Management 
Board of the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management which prepared the 
“Local Delivery – National Consistency” report referred to above, I am satisfied that the fire 
services provided in the Dublin area are meeting the above standards. 

In relation to fighting fires in high rise buildings, my Department issued guidance titled 
“Fighting Fires in High-Rise Buildings” in April 2011. This was part of a suite of 47 Standard 
Operational Guidance documents developed by fire service personnel and issued by the Na-
tional Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management. 

The primary means of ensuring fire safety in high rise buildings derives from the passive 
and active fire safety features in the building which enable fires to be detected at an early stage 
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and safe evacuation of occupants to take place, as well as containing fires within compartments. 

While it is not possible to provide absolute guarantees in relation to fire safety in all build-
ings at all times, I believe that the current arrangements in place at both national and local level 
for fire safety and fire service response, including in Dublin, are appropriate and effective. 

17/04/2018WRHHHH04000Fire Service

17/04/2018WRHHHH041001513. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the instructions being given to Dublin Fire Brigade regarding the outbreak of fires in high 
rise buildings. [15104/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH04200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The provision of a fire service in its functional area is a statutory 
function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003. Dublin City 
Council provides fire services on behalf of the four Dublin local authorities.

My Department supports the fire authorities through setting national policy, providing a 
central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and pro-
viding capital funding for priority infrastructure projects. 

National policy in relation to fire safety is set out in the 2013 document titled “Keeping 
Communities Safe – A Framework for Fire Safety in Ireland”.  For the first time, this document 
set out a national process and standards against which local authorities can benchmark their fire 
services. 

An External Validation Group was mandated by the Management Board of the National 
Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management to visit all 27 fire services and review the 
state of local authority fire services. They prepared the 2016 Report “Local Delivery – National 
Consistency - Fire Services in Ireland” .  Arising from their work, I am satisfied that the fire 
services provided in the Dublin area are operating to  appropriate standards. 

My Department does not issue instructions to local authority fire services but has developed 
a close collaborative working arrangement since the establishment of the National Directorate 
for Fire and Emergency Management in 2009. 

In relation to fighting fires in high rise buildings, my Department issued guidance titled 
“Fighting Fires in High-Rise Buildings” in April 2011. This was part of a suite of 47 Standard 
Operational Guidance (SOG) documents developed between 2010 and 2012 by fire service 
personnel and issued by the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management. A copy 
of the SOG concerned, SOG 3.02, is available on my Department’s web-site at the following 
link:    http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/Community/
FireandEmergencyServices/FileDownLoad%2C33367%2Cen.pdf.  

The National Directorate has engaged fire services staff working in local authorities to devel-
op  a further four SOGs addressing - SOG 3.16 Compressed Air Foam Systems (CAFS), version 
1.0 (September, 2015); SOG 7.02 (A) Incidents involving acetylene (September, 2015); SOG 
4.04 Aircraft incidents (August, 2015); SOG 5.14 Body retrieval and suicide attempts (Sep-
tember, 2015). These draft SOGs, in the same format as the previous 47, were submitted on 10 
March 2016 to trade unions for consultation  as part of the new Fire Services National Over-
sight and Implementation Group (FSNOIG) process. However, no progress has been made with 
these documents through this process, despite the implications for health and safety of staff.
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A National Incident Command System was also developed and promulgated by the National 
Directorate in 2009 with appropriate training and support materials. Operational response to a 
particular incident or category of incidents is a matter for each fire service, taking account of 
national policy and guidance. The Incident Commander is the person who will decide on the 
appropriate course of action to be taken in any given situation, taking into consideration the 
balance of needs, risk and resources with particular regard to the health, safety and welfare of 
the fire-fighters.

Question No. 1514 answered with Question No. 1507.

17/04/2018WRHHHH04300Fire Service

17/04/2018WRHHHH044001515. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on the age of the Dublin Fire Brigade fleet of vehicles; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15120/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH04500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The provision of fire services in local authority areas, including 
the establishment and maintenance of fire brigades, the assessment of fire cover needs and the 
provision of premises, is a statutory function of the individual fire authorities under the provi-
sions of the Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003. 

My Department supports the fire authorities through setting national policy, providing a 
central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and pro-
viding capital funding, including recoupment (within the overall funding available) of costs in-
curred by fire authorities in relation to the approved purchase of fire appliances and emergency 
equipment, as well as construction and upgrading of fire stations.  

Dublin City Council provides fire services on behalf of the four Dublin local authorities.  
My Department has recently received an update report from Dublin City Council in relation 
to its fire appliance fleet and will be liaising with the Council in relation to determining priority 
projects for financial support in the years ahead. Continued investment in the fire appliance fleet 
is one of the key national priorities for the Fire Services Capital Programme. 

A new national joint-procurement programme was announced in 2017 to purchase 20 new 
fire appliances, under which Dublin City Council’s Fire Service received an allocation of three 
new ‘Class B’ appliances. In 2015 under a similar programme, Dublin’s Fire Service was also 
allocated three ‘Class B’ appliances. They requested and received approval to substitute the cost 
of one of those appliances to purchase a pre-used turntable ladder. In addition to these, since 
2008, my Department has also funded four ‘Class B’ appliances and one turntable ladder for 
Dublin.

Management of the number, type and age profile of fire appliances is a matter for each of 
the fire authorities. In the assessment of their fire cover needs, including the provision and man-
agement of a fleet adequate to their requirements, fire service management use evidence based 
on multi-annual data of actual fires in determining fire station area risk categorisations and have 
regard to standards set out in the national policy document “Keeping Communities Safe” for 
benchmarking their services. My Department also includes the area risk categorization process 
in determining priority projects for financial support. 

17/04/2018WRHHHH04600Consultancy Contracts Data
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17/04/2018WRHHHH047001516. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department in each of the years 2015 to 
2017; the number of consultants engaged by his Department in those years; the names of the 
consultancy companies awarded contracts; and the steps which have been taken to reduce the 
expenditure on consultancy and the reliance on consultants by his Department in these years 
and for the future. [15192/18]

17/04/2018WRHHHH04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
information requested on expenditure and the number of consultants engaged by my Depart-
ment is set out in the following table. The information relates to the current configuration of my 
Department and does not include any expenditure in respect of functions that have transferred 
to other Departments, i.e. Rural Affairs, Social Enterprise, Climate Action, Environment and 
Community Development, which transferred out of my Department between 2016 and 2017.   

  2015 2016 2017
Consultancy Expen-
diture

€0.784m €0.495m €0.436m

No. of Consultants 
engaged 

12 15 21

The names of the consultants are set out below as follows (1):

Consultants
A&L Goodbody Solicitors
AECOM
Artefact Limited
ASM Chartered Accountants
Bid Management Services
Bruce McCormack
CAAS Ltd(2)
Capita Transformation(2)
Deloitte
Des Johnson
Dr. Dagmar Stengel
Eamon O’Boyle & Associates Limited
Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI)
Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks
Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency(2)
PACEC(2)
Invas Biosecurity
Ipsos MRBI(2)
IT Executive Focus
KOSI Ltd
Limerick Institute of Technology(2)
Local Government Management Agency (LGMA)
MacCabe, Durney Barnes
Marine Institute
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Consultants
Martinplan Consulting
Mazars Consulting
Mr. Hendrik W van der Kamp
National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI)
O’Brien Learning
Optimize
Rory Mulcahy, Senior Counsel
RPS Group
School of Psychology, Trinity College Dublin(2)
Steering Group on Fire Safety Review
 (1) Certain consultants were engaged in more than one year and on more than one contract.

 (2) No expenditure incurred during 2015 to 2017.

My Department’s expenditure on consultancy has declined during the years in question and 
work will continue to ensure consultancy expenditure is kept to the minimum consistent with 
meeting key business needs. 

In this regard, the Department’s consultancy budget is managed in accordance with Govern-
ment policy and consultants are only engaged where specific expertise is required which is not  
available in the organisation at the required time. The approach taken is to secure outside assis-
tance when it is needed and to work to obtain organisational learning from the engagement so 
as to reduce costs in the future. The Department uses its training and development budget to up-
skill staff with expertise necessary for the ongoing performance of the Department’s business.

17/04/2018WRJJJJ00200Planning Issues

17/04/2018WRJJJJ003001517. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if planning permission for a strategic infrastructure development will be amended by An 
Bord Pleanála while the planning permission in question is the subject of an enforcement no-
tice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15210/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
There is no provision in the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, prohibiting 
the making of a request to alter the terms of a planning permission, approval or other consent 
granted under the Act in respect of a strategic infrastructure development which is the subject of 
an enforcement notice served by a planning authority.  Neither is there a provision in the 2000 
Act empowering or requiring An Bord Pleanála to refuse to consider, or to defer consideration 
of, a request made in such circumstances.

17/04/2018WRJJJJ00500Planning Guidelines

17/04/2018WRJJJJ006001518. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the system for controlling environmental impact statement and appropriate assess-
ment documents which underpin planning applications in order that the documents are publicly 
available for compliance monitoring after planning permission has been granted but cannot be 
tampered with or altered. [15212/18]
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17/04/2018WRJJJJ00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Sections 38, 141 and 146 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, require a 
planning authority and An Bord Pleanála, respectively, within 3 working days of making a deci-
sion on a planning application or appeal, to make the relevant documents (including any envi-
ronmental impact statement or Natura impact statement) available for inspection and purchase 
during office hours at the relevant offices.  These documents must continue to be made available 
to the public for at least 7 years after the making of the decision on a planning application or 
for at least 5 years beginning on the third day following the making by the Board of a decision 
on an appeal.  

It is a matter for each planning authority and the Board, as appropriate, to take the necessary 
measures to prevent any unauthorised interference with documents made available to the public 
in accordance with these provisions.

17/04/2018WRJJJJ00800Fire Safety

17/04/2018WRJJJJ009001519. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the way in which the early risk categorisation of buildings was carried out in view of the 
fact that cladding on high rise buildings was not the cause of fire in Grenfell but, rather, the 
material concealed underneath the cladding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15215/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I pre-
sume the Deputy is referring to the “area risk categorisation” process provided for in the national 
policy document “Keeping Communities Safe - A Framework for Fire Safety in Ireland” which 
was published by my Department in February 2013. For the first time, this document set out a 
national process and standards against which local authorities can benchmark their fire services.  
A copy of  “Keeping Communities Safe - A Framework for Fire Safety in Ireland” is available 
on my Department’s website at: http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/
Publications/Community/FireandEmergencyServices/FileDownLoad%2C32381%2Cen.pdf.

This policy document provides for each fire service to undertake an Area Risk Categorisa-
tion process in respect of each of its fire station areas. In 2013/14, following the publication of 
“Keeping Communities Safe”, each fire authority undertook an initial area risk categorisation 
for its functional area and reported on the process. The outcome of this process is a judgement 
by fire service management to establish a risk grading across very high risk, high risk, medium 
risk, low risk or very low risk categories. The initial fire station risk ratings for Ireland’s 217 
fire stations are published in the 2016 report “Local Delivery – National Consistency – Fire Ser-
vices in Ireland”. A copy of  “Local Delivery – National Consistency – Fire Services in Ireland” 
is available on my Department’s website at:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/evg_report_-_april_2016_-_
final.pdf.

The Keeping Communities Policy document requires fire services to have an initial re-
sponse capability in place which is linked to the assessed Area Risk Category. Arising from the 
work of the External Validation Group mandated by the Management Board of the National Di-
rectorate for Fire and Emergency Management which prepared the “Local Delivery – National 
Consistency” report referred to above, I am satisfied that the fire services provided in Ireland 
are meeting the appropriate standards. 

The Area Risk Categorisation process uses nine specific criteria, including 3 years of actual 
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fire data, and it was not considered necessary or appropriate for the area risk categorisation pro-
cess to look at fire safety in individual buildings. For individual buildings, fire services, based 
on a prioritisation by local fire station officers, undertake “Pre-Incident Planning” in relation to 
what they perceive as the major fire risk buildings within their fire station areas. 

The fire in Grenfell Tower occurred in June 2017, a number of years after the initial area 
risk categorisation process had been completed by fire authorities. In this context, the connec-
tion suggested in the Question between the cause of the fire in Grenfell Tower (an individual 
building) and the area risk categorisation process undertaken by fire authorities (an area based 
process) is unclear. 

Following the Grenfell Tower fire tragedy, my Department asked fire authorities to identify 
buildings of more than six stories or more than 18m in height in their functional areas. Among 
these medium to high rise buildings, fire authorities were asked to identify those buildings with 
cladding and to consider if the use of the power under section 18(6) of the Fire Service Acts 
1981 and 2003, to require the person having control over the building to carry out a fire safety 
assessment of the building, including the cladding, was warranted. 

In December 2017, my Department issued a guidance note “Fire Safety Guidance Note 01 
of 2017 Assessing Existing Cladding Systems in Buildings of More than Six Storeys, or More 
than 18m in Height”. The guidance note was circulated to fire authorities and placed on my 
Department’s website as a support for those undertaking assessments of cladding in existing 
medium to high rise buildings. The guidance note includes consideration of the components of 
the cladding system, including insulation and cladding materials and is available at:http://www.
housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/fire_safety_guidance_note_01_of_2017.pdf.

17/04/2018WRJJJJ01100Social and Affordable Housing Provision

17/04/2018WRJJJJ012001520. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the new affordable housing scheme will be announced; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15272/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The delivery of more affordable homes, to buy or rent, is a major priority for Government, 
focusing in particular on the cities of Dublin, Galway and Cork, where people are facing the 
greatest affordability challenge.  Increased delivery of homes at more affordable prices will 
involve local authorities developing their own residential land bank, comprising some 1,700 
hectares, to its full potential.  Where appropriate, it will include local authorities working with 
approved housing bodies and realising a mix of tenures from these lands, including affordable 
purchase and/or cost rental.  

Recognising that there are enabling infrastructure requirements on some sites, I am also pro-
viding Exchequer funding of €25 million over 2018 and 2019 for a targeted programme, where 
the local authority will make low-cost serviced sites available for affordable housing, within 
the parameters of the overall affordable purchase scheme that will be set down in Regulations.  
My Department is currently drawing up the criteria for access to this fund, taking account of 
broader policy on affordable housing, and will be inviting submissions from local authorities 
in the coming weeks.

I expect local authorities to be pro-active in developing and bringing forward innovative 
concepts regarding the use of their land for the delivery of both affordable homes for purchase 
and rent.  Arising from the second Housing Summit with local authority Chief Executives in 
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January 2018, I asked each local authority to furnish a report to me, setting out their plans for 
delivery of both social and affordable housing, with a particular focus on affordable home 
provision in the main urban centres, where the greatest challenges exist. These reports have 
recently been received and are under consideration by my Department.

In overall terms, from initial estimates, I expect that in the region of 3,000 new affordable 
homes can be made available through a range of schemes and initiatives, with the long-term 
ambition for some 10,000 additional affordable homes to be provided for sale or rent, as the 
initiatives are rolled out.

The affordable purchase scheme will be based on the relevant provisions of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the relevant commencement provisions and enabling 
regulations are currently in preparation and will be finalised in the coming weeks. In terms of 
cost rental initiatives, my Department is working with local authorities and other stakeholders 
with a view to announcing the first major cost rental project in Dublin shortly, with a cost rental 
programme across Dublin and other cities to follow.

17/04/2018WRJJJJ01400Planning Issues

17/04/2018WRJJJJ015001521. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the obligations an applicant is under in respect of the new fast-track planning application 
process directly to An Bord Pleanála to advertise such applications; the obligations An Bord 
Pleanála has to make the records from such applications available for view both in local govern-
ment offices and online; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15275/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 provides for 
new streamlined arrangements to enable planning applications for strategic housing develop-
ments (SHD) to be made directly to An Bord Pleanála (the Board) for determination.  The 
Planning and Development (Strategic Housing Development) Regulations 2017 supplement 
the provisions in the 2016 Act and prescribe the detailed procedural and administrative matters 
relating to proposed SHD. 

The new procedures relating to applications for SHD include provisions relating to public 
notification, site notice and public consultation of any such proposals.  In this regard, the appli-
cant must (i) erect a site notice in a conspicuous position on the land in which it is proposed to 
carry out a SHD, (ii) publish a notice of a SHD proposal in one or more newspapers circulating 
in the area in which it is proposed to carry out a SHD, and (iii) make the application available 
for public viewing on a website set up for this purpose. Furthermore, a SHD application must 
also be available to view by members of the public in the offices of the Board and the relevant 
planning authority, while members of the public also have the opportunity of a 5-week public 
consultation period to submit any written observations on a proposed SHD to the Board before 
the Board makes a determination on the application.  

Additionally, the 2017 Regulations provide for the publication of a weekly list of applica-
tions received and applications determined or otherwise disposed of by the Board in relation 
to SHD cases.  These weekly lists are available to view on the Board’s website at http://www.
pleanala.ie/ .

17/04/2018WRJJJJ01700Pyrite Remediation Programme
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17/04/2018WRJJJJ018001522. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if a review of the pyrite remediation scheme will be carried out with a view to includ-
ing all homes with a category one rating in the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15288/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ019001523. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the definition of his Department’s view of the exceptional circumstances clause when 
accessing appeals of refusals for applications to the pyrite remediation scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15289/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ02000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1522 and 1523 together.

The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework for the establishment of 
the Pyrite Resolution Board and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme to be imple-
mented by the Board with support from the Housing Agency. The pyrite remediation scheme is 
a scheme of “last resort” for affected homeowners who have no other practical option to obtain 
redress and is limited in its application and scope. The full conditions for eligibility under the 
scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on the Board’s website, www.pyriteboard.
ie. 

 The scheme is applicable to dwellings which are subject to significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave established, in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor 
hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  In this regard, it is a condi-
tion of eligibility under the scheme that an application to the Board must be accompanied by a 
Building Condition Assessment with a Damage Condition Rating of 2.  Dwellings which do not 
have a Damage Condition Rating of 2 are not eligible to apply under the scheme.  This ensures 
that, having regard to the available resources, the focus of the scheme is on dwellings which are 
most severely damaged by pyritic heave.  I have no proposals to amend this eligibility criterion.

Where a dwelling, otherwise not eligible for inclusion in the scheme, adjoins a dwelling 
already included in the scheme, such a dwelling may be considered in accordance with the 
exceptional circumstance provisions set out in section 17 of the Act. Section 17 provides that 
exceptional circumstances may apply where -

- failure to include a dwelling in the scheme may result in damage to that dwelling or dam-
age to the dwelling being remediated under the scheme, or

- pyrite remediation work is causing or may cause damage to a dwelling.

The Housing Agency will consider if exceptional circumstances apply when the Remedial 
Works Plan is being drawn up and the Board will be informed of any recommendation for a de-
cision in the matter.  To date, no dwellings have been included in the pyrite remediation scheme 
under the exceptional circumstances provisions of the Act. My Department is in regular contact 
with the Board and the Housing Agency in relation to the implementation of the scheme and is 
satisfied with the arrangements that are currently in place, including in relation to appeals.

The Report of the Pyrite Panel   (June 2012) recommended a categorisation system as a 
means of prioritising pyrite remediation works in recognition of the expensive and intrusive 
nature of pyrite remediation and the unpredictability of pyritic heave. The independent Pyrite 
Panel was clear in its view that only dwellings with significant damage due to pyritic heave 
should be remediated and that it would be unreasonable to expect dwellings not exhibiting such 
damage to be remediated. 

Dwellings which have no significant damage but have reactive pyrite in the hardcore mate-
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rial should be monitored and only remediated if they display significant damage due to pyritic 
heave. This remains the position with regard to dwellings which do not display significant py-
ritic damage. 

On foot of this recommendation of the Pyrite Panel, the National Standards Authority of 
Ireland (NSAI) published I.S. 398-1:2013 Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material Part 1: 
Testing and categorisation protocol in 2013.The standard provides the means by which dwell-
ings that may be affected by pyrite can be tested and categorised. 

In late 2015, the NSAI commenced a review of I.S. 398-1:2013 in the light of practical ex-
perience since the standard was first introduced in January 2013. The standard was updated and 
revised to reflect the on-site experiences and evidence gathered by technical experts, such as 
engineers, geologists, professionals providing sampling and testing services and other techni-
cal experts, who have been using the standard over the past four years and was published on 4 
August 2017.

I welcome the revised standard published by the NSAI and in this context I signed the Py-
rite Resolution (Standard for Testing) Regulations 2017 (S.I. No. 556 of 2017) on 6 December 
2017. These Regulations provide that pursuant to section 14(9)(a) of the Pyrite Resolution Act 
2013, the “standard for testing” for the purpose of the Act shall be Irish Standard 398-1:2017 
Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material —Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol, as 
published by the National Standards Authority of Ireland on 4 August 2017. 

Any amendments which the Pyrite Resolution Board consider are required to the scheme as 
a result of the revised standard will be given full consideration should they be submitted to me 
in accordance with the requirements of the Act.

The latest figures available indicate that a total of 2,031 applications have been received 
under the pyrite remediation scheme.  Of the 2,031 applications received so far, 1,594 dwellings 
have been included in the pyrite remediation scheme and the applicants notified accordingly.

A further 85 applications have been validated and referred to the Housing Agency for the 
Assessment and Verification Process, while another 225 applications are at the initial Applica-
tion and Validation Process. 127 applications under the scheme were not successful.

Of the 1,594 dwellings that have been included in the pyrite remediation scheme:

- 284 are at remedial works planning stage, 

- 85 are at tender / tender analysis,

- 208 are under remediation, and  

- 1,017 are complete. 

A sum of €30 million was announced under Budget 2018 to fund the operation of the pyrite 
remediation scheme this year.  This allocation will facilitate the remediation of some 430 ad-
ditional dwellings and is a clear signal of the continuing importance attached by Government to 
addressing the issue of significant pyritic damage in private dwellings. 

17/04/2018WRJJJJ02200Residential Property Sales

17/04/2018WRJJJJ023001524. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if legislative proposals are being considered to examine the legal principle of caveat 
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emptor in respect of property transactions with the view to giving added protection to buyers 
and to guard against potential losses being suffered by home owners owing to structural defects 
which may have been undetected at the time of purchase; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15300/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ02400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The examination of the principle of caveat emptor in respect of 
property transactions is a complex legal matter with potential implications for the entire legal 
system, as well as for the insurance industry. 

In this context, in February 2018, my Department wrote to the Law Reform Commission 
and also corresponded with those involved with the review of the administration of Civil Justice 
in Ireland, requesting that they consider the issue of effective and accessible legal remedies for 
homeowners who discover defects in their homes.

In general, building defects are matters for resolution between the contracting parties in-
volved, i.e. the homeowner, the builder, the developer and/or their respective insurers, structur-
al guarantee or warranty scheme. It is important to note that while my Department has overall 
responsibility for establishing and maintaining an effective regulatory framework for building 
standards and building control, it has no general statutory role in resolving defects in privately 
owned buildings, including dwellings, nor does it have a budget for such matters. In this regard, 
it is incumbent on the parties responsible for poor workmanship and/or the supply of defective 
materials to face up to their responsibilities and take appropriate action to provide remedies for 
the affected homeowners.

Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2014, primary responsibility for compliance of 
works with the requirements of the Building Regulations rests with the owners, designers and 
builders of buildings. Enforcement of the Building Regulations is a matter for the 31 local 
building control authorities, who have extensive powers of inspection and enforcement under 
the Acts and who are independent in the use of their statutory powers.

It should be noted that in response to the many building failures that emerged in the last 
decade, my Department has focussed on a building control reform agenda, including the fol-
lowing:

- the introduction of the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2014, which require 
greater accountability in relation to compliance with Building Regulations in the form of statu-
tory certification;

- working closely with the Local Government Management Agency on the oversight and 
governance of the local authority Building Control System to improve its effectiveness; and

- progressing primary legislation, the Building Control (Construction Industry Register Ire-
land) Bill 2017, to develop and promote a culture of competence, good practice and compliance 
with the building regulations in the construction sector.

Question No. 1525 answered with Question No. 1497.

17/04/2018WRJJJJ02600Legislative Programme

17/04/2018WRJJJJ027001526. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of pieces of legislation both enacted and published by his Department 
which originated in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten 
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years in tabular form; the details of each piece of legislation in the corresponding year; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15351/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
While my Department does not routinely collect data of this nature, in the past ten years, there 
were two sections of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 which implement-
ed Law Reform Commission recommendations and are detailed in the table below:

Year Title of Act Section of Act Law Reform Com-
mission   Recom-
mendation

2010 Planning and Devel-
opment   (Amend-
ment) Act 2010

Section 59 (amended 
Section 180 of the 
Planning and Devel-
opment Act 2000)

Report on Multi-
Unit   Developments, 
published June 2008 
- recommended that 
it should be owners 
of units only who 
would have the right 
to determine whether 
a housing/residen-
tial estate is taken 
in charge by the 
planning authority, 
in certain circum-
stances.  

Section 32 (amended 
section 50A of the 
Planning and Devel-
opment Act 2000)

Report on Judicial 
Review Procedure, 
published Febru-
ary 2004 – recom-
mended to introduce 
a   judicial discretion 
whereby the judge 
can proceed to hear 
the leave stage of 
Judicial Reviews on 
an ex parte or inter 
partes basis. 

17/04/2018WRJJJJ02900Seaweed Harvesting Licences

17/04/2018WRJJJJ030001527. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of an application by a company (details supplied) for a foreshore licence to 
harvest seaweed off the coast of County Mayo; and if his attention has been drawn to the con-
cerns raised by local persons. [15364/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ03100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): This application, along with others, most of which are by compa-
nies, is effectively on hold until such time as I am in a position to bring clarity to the regula-
tory regime applying to the harvesting of wild seaweed, including the interaction between the 
applications on hand from companies and any seaweed related rights that exist along the west 
coast.  At that point the applications on hand will come before me for determination.  Work on 
this complex legal issue is continuing and I hope to have made substantial progress on the mat-
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ter later in the second quarter of this year.

17/04/2018WRJJJJ03200Legislative Programme

17/04/2018WRJJJJ033001528. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of the Maritime Area and Foreshore (Amendment) Bill 2013. [15365/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ03400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Considerable work has been undertaken to advance the drafting 
of the Maritime Area and Foreshore (Amendment) Bill, including through engagement with 
the Marine Coordination Group and a number of workshops and bilateral meetings with rel-
evant policy Departments and the Office of the Attorney General throughout 2017 and early 
2018.  Legal advice from the Office of the Attorney General will be available to my Depart-
ment shortly, which will inform the further drafting of the legislation.

17/04/2018WRJJJJ03500Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

17/04/2018WRJJJJ036001529. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if funding will be made available through the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation 
Fund, LIHAF, or other viable funding streams within his Department to progress the port ac-
cess northern cross route project in Drogheda; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15379/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The first call for proposals under the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) 
was issued to all local authorities in August 2016 and 34 projects received preliminary approval 
in March 2017.

Louth County Council submitted three projects for consideration under LIHAF.  Funding 
was approved for an access road at Newtown Road, Drogheda in the amount of €1.22 million 
and for road improvements at Mount Avenue, Dundalk in the amount of €3.33m.  However, the 
proposal for the Port Access Northern Access Route (PANCR), Drogheda was not approved for 
funding at that time.

As part of Budget 2018, I announced that an additional €50 million Exchequer funding will 
be available for a second LIHAF call. This will, as was the case in the original LIHAF call, be 
subject to matching funding by local authorities, where the Department will provide 75% Ex-
chequer funding, with the Local Authorities themselves providing 25% matching funding. This 
will bring overall LIHAF funding under both calls to €266 million.

I anticipate that there will be a further call for proposals under phase 2 of LIHAF shortly.  
It will be open to all local authorities to submit new projects or resubmit previous projects for 
consideration at that time.  Following assessment and selection of successful projects, it is ex-
pected that these LIHAF 2 projects would commence towards the end of 2018.

17/04/2018WRJJJJ03800Mortgage Interest Rates

17/04/2018WRJJJJ039001530. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to extend the loan interest rates currently available under the Rebuilding 
Ireland home loan scheme to existing local authority mortgage holders; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [15385/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ040001621. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to enable existing local authority mortgage holders to avail of new interest 
rates in the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16629/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1530 and 1621 together.

Following a review of the two existing local authority home loan schemes, the House Pur-
chase Loan and the Home Choice Loan, a new loan offering known as the Rebuilding Ireland 
Home Loan was introduced, with effect from 1 February 2018. The new loan enables credit-
worthy first-time buyers to access sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-
hand properties in a suitable price range. The low rate of fixed interest associated with the 
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan provides first-time buyers with access to mortgage finance that 
they may not have otherwise been able to afford at a higher interest rate. 

As with previous local authority house purchase loan finance, the Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan is available to first-time buyers only. This is to ensure the effective targeting of limited 
resources and there is no change in this regard. 

The low interest rates for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan have been secured through 
the raising of  €200 million by the Housing Finance Agency (HFA) on a fixed-rate basis for 
periods out to thirty years’ maturity. Based on the pricing achieved, local authorities can offer a 
first tranche of fixed-rate annuity finance to eligible borrowers at rates of 2.0% and 2.25% per 
annum, for terms of up to 25 and 30 years respectively, up to an aggregate maximum of €200 
million.

As such, these conditions are solely available to new applicants under the specific terms 
and conditions of the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan. Existing local authority mortgage hold-
ers remain subject to the terms and conditions of their loans as originally agreed at the point of 
drawdown of their individual loans.

17/04/2018WRJJJJ04200Housing Assistance Payment

17/04/2018WRJJJJ043001531. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if a landlord is discriminating against a tenant by not signing up to the housing assis-
tance payment in certain circumstances (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15388/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Limerick City and County Council provide a highly effective transactional shared service in re-
spect of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme, on behalf of all local authorities. This 
HAP Shared Services Centre (SSC) manages all HAP related rental transactions for the tenant, 
local authority and landlord. Once a HAP application has been received and confirmed as valid 
by the relevant local authority, it is then processed by the HAP SSC. On average, HAP applica-
tions are processed by the HAP Shared Service Centre within 1 working day of receipt. Any 
rental payment arising for a given month will then be made to a landlord on the last Wednesday 
of that month. 

A landlord or an agent acting on behalf of a landlord is not legally obliged to enter into a 
tenancy agreement with a HAP recipient. However, on 1 January 2016, the Equality (Miscel-
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laneous Provisions) Act 2015 introduced “housing assistance” as a new discriminatory ground. 
This means that discrimination in the provision of accommodation or related service and ame-
nities against people in receipt of rent supplement, HAP or other social welfare payments is 
prohibited. Further information is available at https://www.ihrec.ie/your-rights/i-have-an-issue-
with-a-service/i-have-an-issue-about-accommodation/.

If a person feels that they have been discriminated against by a landlord or their agent, they 
can make a complaint under the Equal Status Acts to the Workplace Relations Commission; fur-
ther information is available on the Commission’s website, https://www.workplacerelations.ie.    

Over 35,000 eligible households are currently being supported through HAP, with over 
21,000 individual landlords and agents providing accommodation via the scheme. 

My Department continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme under review. In gen-
eral, I am satisfied with the operation of the HAP and I consider it to be a key vehicle for meet-
ing housing need and fulfilling the ambitious programme outlined under Rebuilding Ireland.

17/04/2018WRJJJJ04500Fire Stations Upgrade

17/04/2018WRJJJJ046001532. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the status of funding for fire stations (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15415/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ04700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In February 2016, my Department announced a five-year Fire Ser-
vices Capital Programme with an allocation of €40 million, based on the current annual €8 mil-
lion allocation, to be used for the purchase of fire appliances and specialist equipment, building 
or upgrading of prioritised Fire Stations, an upgrade of the Communications and Mobilisation 
system and improvements to Training Centres.

The projects in the capital programme are reassessed on an annual basis and priority may 
be adjusted to bring forward projects offering best value-for-money and to take account of the 
state of readiness of projects generally.

An upgrade of Killarney fire station is provided for in the five-year programme as the prior-
ity project in Kerry.  Updated project documentation, including a capital appraisal and detailed 
cost plan, was received in my Department in March 2017, indicating a total project cost of 
€498,500.  In April 2017, my Department approved Kerry County Council to proceed to tender 
for the proposed works.  A firm tender proposal is awaited from the Council, and on receipt of 
same my Department will progress this project to the next stages with the Council.

Approval was granted to Kerry County Council to proceed to planning stage for a new fire 
station in Kenmare under the 2008 Capital Programme.  It is understood that planning permis-
sion was granted. The Council was notified in 2009 that, in light of budgetary constraints, there 
was limited scope to progress the project. My Department has had no further communication 
from the Council regarding this project.

My Department has not received any funding request from Kerry County Council regarding 
refurbishment of Listowel fire station.

17/04/2018WRJJJJ04800Irish Water
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17/04/2018WRJJJJ049001533. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will request Irish Water to examine the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15430/18]

17/04/2018WRJJJJ05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels.  The circumstances de-
scribed arose in the context of Irish Water’s fulfillment of its operational activities and I have 
no function in the matter.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie   
or by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

17/04/2018WRKKKK00200Water Services

17/04/2018WRKKKK003001534. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the progress made in identifying and registering assets which belong to the public water 
system. [15431/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Section 12 of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides for the transfer, by Ministerial 
Order, of the property of a water services authority (a city council, county council or city and 
county council) to Irish Water.  The process requires that any land transferred to Irish Water 
must be clearly and unambiguously identified.  Accordingly, land (including water services as-
sets) is being transferred by reference to its Property Registration Authority folio number.

Considerable complex work is required to identify all of the folios containing water services 
assets with many of the folios being of mixed use thus requiring sub-division before transfer to 
Irish Water.

Prior to the vesting of assets by Ministerial Order, local authorities working in conjunction 
with Irish Water and the Property Registration Authority (PRA), with the support of my Depart-
ment, ensure that each asset has been correctly identified and included on a Manager’s Order for 
subsequent inclusion in the Ministerial Order.  My Department also provides funding to local 
authorities to facilitate the asset transfer process.

Up to end 2017, a total of 12 Ministerial Orders have been made to transfer water services 
assets from the local authorities to Irish Water accounting for some 2,015 assets or approxi-
mately 30% of the currently known asset base of 6,696.  Subsequent to my signing of a Min-
isterial Order, the PRA undertakes the process of registration of the water services assets with 
Irish Water.  The focus has been on the transfer of larger assets resulting in approximately 64% 
of water supply capacity and approximately 67% of wastewater treatment capacity currently 
transferred to Irish Water.

Further Ministerial Orders are being completed in line with the receipt of the Manager’s 
Orders from local authorities.

17/04/2018WRKKKK00500Planning Data

17/04/2018WRKKKK006001535. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 666 of 13 February 2018, the number of applica-
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tions made to An Bord Pleanála to date under the fast track planning system; the number of 
these applications that have been declared invalid; the number of applications that have been re-
fused and that were successful, respectively; and the average processing times for pre-planning 
decision and a final decision, respectively in tabular form. [15446/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 provides for 
new streamlined arrangements to enable planning applications for strategic housing develop-
ments, of 100 housing units or more or student accommodation developments of 200 bed spaces 
or more, to be made directly to An Bord Pleanála (the Board) for determination.

From the time that the new arrangements came into operation in July 2017 up until 31 
March 2018, the Board received 47 valid pre-application consultation requests in respect of 
which 39 opinions have already issued.  The Board has subsequently received 19 planning ap-
plications and has issued decisions in respect of 12 cases to date.

The following table sets out the statistics requested in relation to Strategic Housing Devel-
opments up to 31 March 2018:

Number of SHD planning applications 
made to An Bord Pleanála 

 19

The number of these applications that have 
been declared invalid 

 0

The number of applications that have been 
successful 

 9*

The number of applications that have been 
refused

 3

The average processing time for forming a 
pre-planning opinion

c. 8 weeks 

The average time for final decisions on 
planning applications

c. 14 weeks

* 1 decision was granted in part.

17/04/2018WRKKKK00800Home Loan Scheme

17/04/2018WRKKKK009001536. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the eligibility conditions that apply for separated or divorced applicants for the Rebuilding 
Ireland home loan scheme according to the credit policy 2018; and if the same credit policy 
applies across all local authorities. [15448/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK010001605. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans for the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme’s criteria to be altered or ex-
tended to allow applications from those that are not seen as first-time buyers due to having 
previously purchased a home, but due to separation or divorce have no entitlement to the first 
house and that have a housing need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16349/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1536 and 1605 together.

As with the previous local authority loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan 
is available to first-time buyers only.  There is no change to this regard.  This is to ensure the 
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effective targeting of limited resources.

Applicants who are separated or divorced may be treated as first-time buyers if they meet 
certain conditions, including:

- They are separated or divorced under a court order or by a separation agreement;

- The property being purchased is the first property since leaving the family home;

- They have left the family home and retain no interest in it; or

- The other party has remained in the family home.

The option currently available for non-first-time buyers is to seek home loan facilities from 
one of the commercial lending institutions.

Detailed information on the new mortgage is available on the dedicated  www.rebuildingire-
landhomeloan.ie website, or directly from local authorities.

Regarding the credit policy, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Credit Policy 2018 has been 
in operation since 1 February 2018.  This document replaces the previous Credit Policy issued 
under Circular HPS 4/2009.  The revised credit policy provides written guidance for all local 
authorities for the processing of loan applications and the making of loans under the Housing 
(Rebuilding Ireland Home Loans) Regulations 2018, which sets out the regulatory framework 
for the new Scheme.

Question No. 1537 answered with Question No. 1497.

17/04/2018WRKKKK01300Local Authority Funding

17/04/2018WRKKKK014001538. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when funding will be allocated to Galway County Council and Galway City Council in 
respect of the 2018 housing aid for older people scheme, the housing adaptation scheme and the 
mobility aids scheme; the amount of money that will be allocated under these schemes to both 
councils; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15477/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK01500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Notification of the 2018 funding allocations to individual local authorities, including Galway 
County Council and Galway City Council, will issue shortly in respect of the Housing Adapta-
tion Grants for Older People and People with a Disability.

Ahead of the notification of these allocations, work in respect of these programmes can 
continue.  All local authorities may commit up to 65% of their 2017 allocation in approving ap-
plications for 2018.  This interim funding provision will comfortably allow local authorities to 
advance work under these programmes pending full year allocations for 2018 being confirmed 
shortly.

17/04/2018WRKKKK01600Seaweed Harvesting Licences

17/04/2018WRKKKK017001539. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the steps he is taking to update the maritime area and foreshore laws particularly for 
seaweed harvesting; if prior to publishing new legislation he plans to set up a forum represen-
tative of all interests, namely, State, industry, owners and harvesters, relevant to the seaweed 
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industry; if the best way forward will be examined and recommendations made to him; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15553/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK01800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English):  My current focus in relation to seaweed harvesting is the legal in-
terface between the rights held by seaweed harvesters and the foreshore licensing regime.  Once 
I am in a position to address the rights question I will announce my decision on further policy 
development including the question of an overall forum.

17/04/2018WRKKKK01900Local Government Reform

17/04/2018WRKKKK020001540. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he plans to make a decision on the report regarding the amalgamation of Galway 
City and County councils; if legislation will be required to implement the recommendations of 
the report; the timescale for introducing such legislation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15556/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK021001541. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when he plans to appoint a commission to examine the electoral areas of Galway City 
and County Councils ahead of the 2019 local elections; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15557/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK02200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1540 and 1541 together.

The final report of the Galway Expert Advisory Group on Local Government Arrangements 
in Galway is expected to be submitted before the end of April, at which point arrangements 
for the review of local electoral areas will be put in place without delay.  Pending receipt and 
consideration of this report, it is not possible to indicate what measures might arise from the 
recommendations of the Group.

17/04/2018WRKKKK02400Tenant Purchase Scheme

17/04/2018WRKKKK025001542. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the report on the tenant incremental purchase scheme 2016 will be published; the 
reason for the delay in doing so; his plans to implement its recommendations; when he plans to 
do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15563/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
line with the commitment given in Rebuilding Ireland, a review of the first 12 months of the 
Tenant Purchase Scheme’s operation has been undertaken.  The review has incorporated analy-
sis of comprehensive data received from local authorities regarding the operation of the scheme 
during 2016 and a wide-ranging public consultation process which took place in 2017 and saw 
submissions received from individuals, elected representatives and organisations.

The review is now complete and a full report has been prepared setting out findings and 
recommendations. In finalising the report some further inter-Departmental consultation was 
necessary and due consideration had to be given to possible implementation arrangements.  
These matters are now almost completed and I expect to be in a position to publish the outcome 
of the review shortly.
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17/04/2018WRKKKK02700Tenant Purchase Scheme Data

17/04/2018WRKKKK028001543. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of houses sold by local authorities to date in 2018 under the tenant incre-
mental purchase scheme 2016 by local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15564/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authorities are by law (Section 63(1) of the Local Government Act 2001) independent in 
the performance of their functions.  The operation of the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme 
2016 is a matter for individual local authorities, in line with relevant legislation, including the 
Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015.

The data requested by the Deputy is not yet available.  However, information on sale of lo-
cal authority houses in previous years up to 2016 can be found on my Department’s website at 
the following link:

 http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/social-and-affordble/other-local-authority-
housing-scheme-statistics.

17/04/2018WRKKKK03000Water Services Infrastructure

17/04/2018WRKKKK031001544. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the estimated number of domestic wastewater systems here in tabular form; the number 
of other private housing estate wastewater systems by local authority area; the number of each 
registered by local authority area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15568/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Water Services (Amendment) Act, 2012 each water services authority is required to 
establish and maintain a register of domestic waste water treatment systems situated within its 
functional area.

The most recent Census, published in 2016 by the Central Statistics Office, indicated that 
there were 438,319 septic tanks and 50,750 individual treatment systems in Ireland.  A total of 
464,114 systems are registered at present.

The following table gives the breakdown of registrations by local authority.  Statistics are 
not available in relation to whether a particular registration refers to an individual or shared 
septic tank.

Domestic Wastewater Registrations by LA

Water Services Authority Registered Properties
Carlow County Council 6,420
Cavan County Council 14,075
Clare County Council 20,134
Cork City Council 610
Cork County Council 52,213
Donegal County Council 29,333
Dublin City Council 133
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 1,155
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Water Services Authority Registered Properties
Fingal County Council 3,392
Galway City Council 788
Galway County Council 40,178
Kerry County Council 33,003
Kildare County Council 14,052
Kilkenny County Council 13,569
Laois County Council 10,104
Leitrim County Council 7,774
Limerick City Council 281
Limerick County Council 21,563
Longford County Council 7,438
Louth County Council 9,698
Mayo County Council 28,478
Meath County Council 18,967
Monaghan County Council 11,258
North Tipperary County Council 12,082
Offaly County Council 9,741
Roscommon County Council 14,641
Sligo County Council 11,478
South Dublin County Council 1,242
South Tipperary County Council 13,206
Waterford City Council 403
Waterford County Council 9,583
Westmeath County Council 11,428
Wexford County Council 24,354
Wicklow County Council 11,340
Total: 464,114

17/04/2018WRKKKK03300Wastewater Treatment

17/04/2018WRKKKK034001545. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to provide a free desludging service to all domestic wastewater systems (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15569/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Section 70 of the Water Services Act 2007 places a duty of care on the owner of a premises to 
ensure that their waste water treatment systems are kept so as not to cause, or be likely to cause, 
a risk to human health or the environment, including risk to water, the atmosphere, land, soil, 
plants or animals, or create a nuisance through odours.  The duty of care provisions have been 
augmented by the Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 and associated regulations.

Any person who considers that his or her treatment system constitutes, or may constitute, 
a risk to human health or the environment is responsible for having any necessary remediation 
works carried out without delay.  The Act assigns responsibility to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) to make a National Inspection Plan (NIP) for domestic wastewater treatment 
systems and neither I nor my Department has any direct role in monitoring the implementation 
of the plan by the local authorities.
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The Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Financial Assistance) Regulations 2013, a 
copy of which is available in the Oireachtas library, brought into operation a grant scheme to 
assist with the cost of remediation of septic tanks and domestic waste water treatment systems 
which are deemed, following inspection under the Environmental Protection Agency’s National 
Inspection Plan, to require repair or upgrading.  The Regulations provide that, subject to the 
applicant meeting all qualification criteria, a local authority may pay a grant to a person who 
is required, following an inspection, to undertake repairs or upgrades to, or replacement of, a 
septic tank or other domestic waste water treatment system.  Applications for grant aid are ad-
ministered by the local authority in whose functional area the particular domestic waste water 
treatment system requiring remediation is situated.  The local authorities then seek recoupment 
of the amounts paid from my Department.  Where a local authority pays a grant under the 
scheme, my Department will recoup to the local authority 100% of the amount paid.

Full details of the scheme, including eligibility criteria, are set out in the explanatory leaflet 
and application form published on my Department’s website at the following link:

 http://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-quality/domestic-waste-water-systemsseptic-tanks/
domestic-waste-water-treatment-0.

The grants scheme ensures that the limited financial resources available are targeted towards 
householders, particularly those on lower incomes, who incur expenditure directly as a result of 
the inspection scheme.  My Department is revising this scheme to better support the programme 
of measures in the finalised River Basin Management Plan 2018 - 2021 which is being pub-
lished today.  The scheme is being extended in order to provide particular support to high status 
waters and areas identified for priority action in the River Basin Management Plan.

I have recently approved the establishment of a Working Group to conduct a review of the 
wider investment needs relating to rural water services.  The review will focus on the actions 
required to improve and sustain rural water services and will consider issues such as gover-
nance, supervision and monitoring of the sector, in addition to capital investment priorities and 
requirements across all elements of rural water services, including domestic waste water treat-
ment systems.  The establishment of the Working Group is being undertaken in response to the 
recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic Water 
Services.

In its April 2017 Report the Committee recommended that, “the principles of equity of 
treatment and equivalent financial support should be applied equally between households on 
public water supplies and those availing of private water services”, and that my Department 
should conduct a review in consultation with relevant stakeholders “to quantify what additional 
investment will be required to equalise treatment between those availing of domestic water 
services and those availing of private services.”  The review will consider how best to position 
and resource water services in rural areas so that they can contribute further to the development 
and long-term sustainability of a comprehensive and cohesive Rural Water Sector that will have 
the capacity to produce quality outcomes comparable to those available to customers of public 
water services.

The Terms of Reference of the review provide that there will be a two-strand approach to the 
considerations of the Working Group.  Strand 1 will consider the composition and distribution 
of funding for the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme from 2019 up to 2021, while Strand 2 
will consider the more complex longer-focus issues surrounding the long-term future resourc-
ing of the Rural Water Sector.  It is intended that by the end of July 2018, the Working Group 
will produce a summary report on Strand 1 of its deliberations which will outline the rationale 
for funding priorities for the next cycle of the Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme up to 
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2021.  At that time the Working Group will also set out time frames for its consideration of and 
reporting on the more complex longer-focus (Strand 2) matters.

The organisations that are participating on the Working Group reflect the importance and 
wide ranging impact of the Rural Water Sector.  In addition to my Department, the Working 
Group is to comprise the following other Departments and bodies: the Department of Rural and 
Community Development, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Health Service Execu-
tive, the National Federation of Group Water Schemes and the County and City Management 
Association.  It is expected that the Working Group will consult with other relevant stakehold-
ers in respect of specific topics under consideration.

17/04/2018WRKKKK03600Wastewater Treatment Facilities Inspections

17/04/2018WRKKKK037001546. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of inspections carried out each year since the introduction of mandatory 
registration of single house wastewater systems in 2012 and 2013, by local authority; the num-
ber of these that resulted in work having to be carried out on the system; the number of grants 
approved; the total cost of the grants by year and local authority area in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15570/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 assigns responsibility to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) to make a National Inspection Plan (NIP) for domestic wastewater treatment 
systems and neither I, nor my Department, has any direct role in monitoring the implementation 
of the plan by the local authorities.

The EPA was the supervisory body for the purposes of the National Inspection Plan 2013: 
Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems, which was adopted and published by the EPA in 
February 2013.  The EPA has conducted a review of the implementation of the Plan for the 
period from 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014.  The report contains a breakdown by county of inspec-
tions that have taken place and includes details relating to non-compliant treatment systems and 
advisory notices.  It is available on the Agency’s website at the following link:

 http://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/water/wastewater/Report%20National%20Inspection%20
Plan%20Web.pdf.

A further NIP Inspection Data Report 1st July 2013 - 31st December 2014 provided an 
update to the previous review and included data from inspections carried out in the period 1st 
July 2013 to 31st December 2014.  This is available at: http://www.epa.ie/water/wastewater/
nip/nip2013inspectiondatareport/.

The National Inspection Plan 2015 to 2017: Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems was 
adopted and published by the EPA in 2015.  The Plan provides for a minimum of 1,000 in-
spections to be carried out by the water services authorities (which are the 31 county, city, and 
county and city councils) on an annual basis up to December 2017.  Details of the minimum 
number of inspections to be carried out in each county are included in the Plan.  This plan is 
also available on the Agency’s website at:

 http://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/water/wastewater/nationalinspectionplan2015-2017.html.

The Agency has published the third National Inspection Plan for the period 2018 to 2021: 
Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems Draft for Consultation, which closed on 26 January 
2018.  The draft plan is available on the Agency’s website at the following link:  http://www.
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epa.ie/pubs/consultation/.

The following table gives details of grants paid in accordance with the requirements of the 
Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 by local authorities for domestic waste water treatment 
systems from 2014 to date in 2018.

Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems (including Septic tanks) - Recoupments by Dept 
of Housing, Planning & Local Government to Local Authorities to cover costs of grants paid 
by Local authorities.

~ 2014 ~~ 2015 ~ 2016 ~ 2017 ~ 2018 ~

County No. of 
Grants 
Paid

Amount 
Recouped 
to the 
Council €

No. of 
Grants 
Paid

Amount 
Recouped 
to the 
Council €

No. of 
Grants 
Paid

Amount 
Recouped 
to the 
Council €

No. of 
Grants 
Paid

Amount 
Recouped 
to the 
Council €

No. of 
Grants 
Paid

Amount 
Recouped 
to the 
Council €

Cavan 1          
2,370.95 

                
1 

     
4,000.00 

Clare 7  €         
21,270.53 

3  €       
10,500.00 

4        
11,700.00 

                
3 

     
9,954.40 

Cork 6  €         
10,098.98 

12  €       
27,132.56 

3          
6,276.34 

                
4 

   
10,141.63 

Donegal 6  €         
15,281.26 

 €                      
-   

Fingal 1  €           
2,951.20 

 €                      
-   

Galway 4  €  
15,300.06 

8  €         
28,912.20 

2  €         
6,744.00 

9        
26,199.44 

Kerry 4  €           
9,359.06 

5  €       
16,542.38 

3          
9,581.18 

                
1 

     
3,368.68 

Kildare 2  €           
8,000.00 

 €                      
-   

1          
4,000.00 

                
1 

     
2,500.00 

Laois 1  €         
4,000.00 

3          
9,448.00 

Leitrim 1  €    
2,500.00 

 €                      
-   

                
1 

     
1,203.10 

Limerick 4  €  
14,500.00 

6  €         
17,661.60 

5  €       
17,238.72 

2          
6,500.00 

                
3 

     
9,750.00 

Longford 1  €    
4,000.00 

2  €           
6,500.00 

 €                      
-   

                
1 

     
4,000.00 

Louth 1  €    
4,000.00 

 €                      
-   

Mayo 6  €         
23,818.60 

7  €       
19,538.56 

12        
36,923.14 

                
3 

     
9,999.20 

Meath 9  €  
30,476.00 

4  €         
12,536.20 

11  €       
41,000.00 

8        
29,000.00 

                
3 

   
12,000.00 

Monaghan 5  €         
17,053.00 

4  €       
12,837.00 

                
2 

     
5,703.00 

Offaly 4  €         
12,126.51 

 €                      
-   

Roscom-
mon

1  €    
4,000.00 

12  €         
40,251.28 

4  €       
16,000.00 

7        
25,000.00 

                
2 

     
7,296.00 

Sligo 3  €  
11,161.75 

6  €         
22,106.00 

4  €         
8,821.74 

1          
4,000.00 

Tipperary 4  €    
9,741.25 

3  €       
10,290.78 

1          
4,000.00 

Waterford 2  €         
4,903.20 

West-
meath

1  €    
2,896.20 

1  €               
150.00 

1  €         
3,690.89 

Wexford 5  €           
8,482.45 

8  €       
12,760.00 

6        
17,822.63 

                
5 

   
14,810.50 

Wicklow 1          
6,500.00 
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~ 2014 ~~ 2015 ~ 2016 ~ 2017 ~ 2018 ~

County No. of 
Grants 
Paid

Amount 
Recouped 
to the 
Council €

No. of 
Grants 
Paid

Amount 
Recouped 
to the 
Council €

No. of 
Grants 
Paid

Amount 
Recouped 
to the 
Council €

No. of 
Grants 
Paid

Amount 
Recouped 
to the 
Council €

No. of 
Grants 
Paid

Amount 
Recouped 
to the 
Council €

Totals 29  €  
98,575.26 

85  €       
256,558.87 

72  €    
211,999.83 

62     
199,321.68 

             
30 

   
94,726.51 

17/04/2018WRKKKK03900Wastewater Treatment

17/04/2018WRKKKK040001547. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to abolish the means test for the private wastewater upgrade grant and increase 
the grant to 100% in view of the fact that domestic wastewater charges have been abolished on 
public schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15571/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK041001548. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to make all registered owners of domestic wastewater systems eligible for the 
private wastewater upgrade grant rather than those that registered before 1 February 2013; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15572/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK042001549. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to extend the private wastewater scheme to those that are registered and have 
a malfunctioning system to allow them to apply to the local authority for an inspection and to 
make them eligible for the grant in the event that they have to carry out works on their system; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15573/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1547 to 1549, inclusive, together.

The Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Financial Assistance) Regulations 2013, a 
copy of which is available in the Oireachtas library, brought into operation a grant scheme to 
assist with the cost of remediation of septic tanks and domestic waste water treatment systems 
which are deemed, following inspection under the Environmental Protection Agency’s National 
Inspection Plan, to require repair or upgrading. 

The Regulations provide that, subject to the applicant meeting all qualification criteria, a lo-
cal authority may pay a grant to a person who is required, following an inspection, to undertake 
repairs or upgrades to, or replacement of, a septic tank or other domestic waste water treatment 
system.  Applications for grant aid are administered by the local authority in whose functional 
area the particular domestic waste water treatment system requiring remediation is situated.  
The local authorities then seek recoupment of the amounts paid from my Department.  Where a 
local authority pays a grant under the scheme, my Department will recoup to the local authority 
100% of the amount paid.

Full details of the scheme, including eligibility criteria, are set out in the explanatory leaflet 
and application form published on my Department’s website at the following link:

 http://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-quality/domestic-waste-water-systemsseptic-tanks/
domestic-waste-water-treatment-0.

The grants scheme ensures that the limited financial resources available are targeted towards 
householders, particularly those on lower incomes, who incur expenditure directly as a result of 
the inspection scheme.  My Department is revising this scheme to better support the programme 
of measures in the finalised River Basin Management Plan 2018 - 2021 published today.  The 
scheme is being extended in order to provide particular support to high status waters and areas 
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identified for priority action in the River Basin Management Plan.

I have recently approved the establishment of a Working Group to conduct a review of the 
wider investment needs relating to rural water services.  The review will focus on the actions 
required to improve and sustain rural water services and will consider issues such as gover-
nance, supervision and monitoring of the sector, in addition to capital investment priorities and 
requirements across all elements of rural water services, including domestic waste water treat-
ment systems.  The establishment of the Working Group is being undertaken in response to the 
recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic Water 
Services.

In its April 2017 Report the Committee recommended that, “the principles of equity of 
treatment and equivalent financial support should be applied equally between households on 
public water supplies and those availing of private water services”, and that my Department 
should conduct a review in consultation with relevant stakeholders “to quantify what additional 
investment will be required to equalise treatment between those availing of domestic water 
services and those availing of private services.”  The review will consider how best to position 
and resource water services in rural areas so that they can contribute further to the development 
and long-term sustainability of a comprehensive and cohesive Rural Water Sector that will have 
the capacity to produce quality outcomes comparable to those available to customers of public 
water services.

The Terms of Reference of the review provide that there will be a two-strand approach to the 
considerations of the Working Group.  Strand 1 will consider the composition and distribution 
of funding for the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme from 2019 up to 2021, while Strand 2 
will consider the more complex longer-focus issues surrounding the long-term future resourc-
ing of the Rural Water Sector.  It is intended that by the end of July 2018, the Working Group 
will produce a summary report on Strand 1 of its deliberations which will outline the rationale 
for funding priorities for the next cycle of the Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme up to 
2021.  At that time the Working Group will also set out time frames for its consideration of and 
reporting on the more complex longer-focus (Strand 2) matters.

The organisations that are participating on the Working Group reflect the importance and 
wide ranging impact of the Rural Water Sector.  In addition to my Department, the Working 
Group is to comprise the following other Departments and bodies: the Department of Rural and 
Community Development, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Health Service Execu-
tive, the National Federation of Group Water Schemes and the County and City Management 
Association.  It is expected that the Working Group will consult with other relevant stakehold-
ers in respect of specific topics under consideration.

Householders who do not meet the eligibility criteria for the grant under the aforementioned 
Regulations and who wish to remediate or upgrade their on-site treatment systems may qualify 
for relief under the Home Renovation Incentive (HRI) Scheme introduced pursuant to section 5 
of the Finance (No. 2) Act 2013.  The HRI Scheme covers main residence repairs, renovations 
and improvements, including the repair or replacement of septic tanks.  The Scheme is admin-
istered by the Revenue Commissioners and full details are published on the Revenue Commis-
sioners’ website at www.revenue.ie.

17/04/2018WRKKKK04600Ceadúnas Imill Trá agus Dobharshaothraithe

17/04/2018WRKKKK047001550. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais 
Áitiúil an bhfuil cás dlí á thabhairt nó an bhfuil bagairt dlí déanta in aghaidh na breithe ón Roinn 
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ceadúnas imeall trá a cheadú d’Fhoras na Mara uimh. thag. FS006566 do láthair thástála gar 
don Spidéal i gContae na Gaillimhe; má tá, cén staid ina bhfuil cúrsaí; agus an ndéanfaidh sé 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [15575/18]

17/04/2018WRKKKK04800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Fuair an Roinn seo páipéir dhlíthiúla ar an 29 Márta 2018.  Ós rud 
é gur ábhar sub judice é seo, ní féidir liom aon rud eile a rá.

17/04/2018WRLLLL00200Register of Electors Administration

17/04/2018WRLLLL003001551. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Lo-
cal Government the dates for applying for inclusion on the supplementary register of electors; 
the latest date for applying for postal votes; the eligibility for inclusion on the register of elec-
tors for those turning 18 years of age in the run-up to polling day for the forthcoming referen-
dum scheduled to take place on 25 May 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[15591/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Eligible voters, including those who will have reached the age 
of 18 years by polling day, who are not on the register of electors but who wish to vote at the 
forthcoming referendum should apply for inclusion in the supplement to the register of electors. 
Applications should be made to the local City, County or City and County Council, as appro-
priate, from whom the application form is available. Forms are also available on-line at www.
checktheregister.ie. The closing date for receipt of applications for inclusion in the supplement 
to the register of electors is 8 May 2018; the closing date in the case of applications for entry to 
the Supplement to the Postal or Special Voters list is 28 April 2018.

Question No. 1552 answered with Question No. 1497.

17/04/2018WRLLLL00600Water Services Infrastructure

17/04/2018WRLLLL007001553. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding drinking water; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15624/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has been the statutory authority responsible for the delivery 
of public water services, which includes responsibility for the provision of water services infra-
structure at national, regional and local levels. 

Conservation of water supplies is a key policy imperative as the treatment and distribution 
of drinking water is expensive and the supply of treated water is finite. Rain water harvesting at 
individual property level is a key element of Irish Water’s water conservation messaging as it 
reduces the need for treated potable water. 

However, the suggestion of retrofitting a new dual system of distribution pipes for treated 
and untreated water across the public water network nationally would be economically pro-
hibitive and massively disruptive. Irish water is currently managing 88,000 kilometres of pipe 
network, which is largely underground and concentrated in densely populated towns and cities, 
together with some 7,000 water and wastewater assets nationwide. 

The immediate priority in conservation terms will continue to be the ongoing national Leak-



Questions - Written Answers

728

age Reduction Programme.  This will include investment of some €250 million over the next 
four years under the Find and Fix repair scheme and the Water Mains Rehabilitation programme.

It may be helpful to note that while water sustainability systems (e.g. rain water recovery 
systems, grey water usage, etc.) are not mandatory, they are being used increasingly in homes 
and buildings, and my Department has ensured that appropriate standards are referenced under 
Part H – Drainage and Waste Water Disposal – of the Building Regulations and the accompany-
ing Technical Guidance Document H 2010.  My Department also publishes design guidance for 
local authorities - Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities –   which emphasises envi-
ronmental sustainability and resource efficiency. The influence of this guidance extends beyond 
social housing provision to provide an important reference point in promoting sustainability 
issues generally.

17/04/2018WRLLLL00900Home Loan Scheme

17/04/2018WRLLLL010001554. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the options available to persons, who had hoped to obtain a house purchase loan from a local 
authority and had saved the 3% deposit required, since the abolition of the house purchase loan 
and its replacement with the Rebuilding Ireland home loan which has a 10% deposit require-
ment (details supplied).  [15641/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following a review of the two existing local authority home loan schemes, the House Purchase 
Loan and the Home Choice Loan, a new loan offering, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, 
was made available from 1 February 2018. The new loan will enable credit worthy first-time 
buyers to access sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties. The 
low rate of fixed interest associated with the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan provides first-time 
buyers with access to mortgage finance that they may not otherwise have been able to afford at 
a higher interest rate.

As with the previous local authority loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is 
available to first-time buyers only. This is to ensure the effective targeting of limited resources 
and there is no change in this regard.

To support prudential lending and consistency of treatment for borrowers, a Loan to Value 
ratio of 90% applies to the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan as per the Central Bank’s pruden-
tial lending guidelines. Therefore, in order to avail of the loan, applicants must have a deposit 
equivalent to 10% of the market value of the property. I have no plans to change this as this 
provision is financially prudent and helps to protect both borrowers and lenders alike.

Applicants must provide bank or similar statements (such as post office, credit union, etc.) 
for a 12-month period immediately prior to making an application, clearly showing a credible 
and consistent track record of savings. The cash savings should be no less than 3% of the market 
value of the property. Gifts are permissible up to 7% of the market value of the property, where 
their source is verified.   

For prospective purchasers of newly built properties, the availability, through the Revenue 
Commissioners, of the Help to Buy Initiative for first-time buyers may provide additional as-
sistance to prospective applicants for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan. Up to 5% of the 
purchase price of properties below €400,000 could be available, which represents a significant 
contribution towards the relevant deposit requirements.
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17/04/2018WRLLLL01200Local Authority Housing

17/04/2018WRLLLL013001555. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if local authority tenants are liable for the cost of repairing internal leaks found by Irish 
Water; if not, if it is the responsibility of the local authority as the landlord; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15711/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL01400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has been responsible for delivering public water services, 
which includes responsibility for maintaining water supply pipes extending from a waterworks 
or wastewater works to the curtilage of a private property.

Under sections 43 and 54 of the Water Services Act 2007, responsibility for maintenance 
and replacement of any pipes, connections or distribution systems that are located within the 
boundary of a private property rests with the owner. This was the position that pertained prior to 
the establishment of Irish Water, when individual local authorities held responsibility for public 
water services.

Under the ‘First Fix Free’ leak repair scheme operated by Irish Water, as approved by the 
Commission for Regulation of Utilities,  Irish Water assists customers by notifying them where 
suspected leakage is occurring within the boundary of their property. Leaks which are identified 
on the external supply pipe serving a property are offered a free leak repair. The First Fix Free 
scheme does not apply to leaks within a dwelling.

In the context of a local authority tenancy, section 58 of the Housing Act 1966 provides that 
the management and maintenance of local authority housing stock is a matter for each indi-
vidual local authority. This includes the implementation of planned maintenance programmes 
and the carrying out of responsive repairs and pre-letting repairs.

Question No. 1556 answered with Question No. 1491.

17/04/2018WRLLLL01600An Bord Pleanála

17/04/2018WRLLLL017001557. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the additional resources and personnel he plans to allocate to An Bord Pleanála; 
the cost and timing of these additional supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15741/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL01800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department engages with An Bord Pleanála (the Board) on an ongoing basis to ensure that it 
has the appropriate resources to perform its broad range of functions.

Section 116 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 provides for the payment to the 
Board in each financial year of a grant of such amount as the Minister may fix, with the consent 
of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. The grant goes towards financing the ad-
ministration and general expenses of the Board.  The grant allocation for 2018 is €17.2m.  The 
staffing complement of the Board at the end of February 2018 was 147.8 (whole-time equiva-
lent).  There are also currently 10 Board members, including the Chairperson.

Under the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016, the 
Board received additional functions in relation to determining planning applications for stra-
tegic housing developments which will apply until end-2019 and, subject to a review, may be 
extended until end-2021.  The legislation provided for the establishment of a new Strategic 
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Housing Division within the Board to decide on these applications, requiring the appointment 
of two additional ordinary Board members.  

The first additional Board member was appointed on 12 February 2018 and I expect to make 
the second appointment shortly.  In addition, the filling of an additional dedicated 10 profes-
sional and administrative posts was sanctioned by my Department to support the new Division 
and the relevant staff are in place since 2017. The annual cost of these additional resources is 
estimated to be of the order of €800,000.  

17/04/2018WRLLLL01900Approved Housing Bodies

17/04/2018WRLLLL020001558. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of approved housing bodies in operation; the names of the bodies; the annual 
allocation each received in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15781/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992, housing authorities may 
provide assistance to Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) for the provision and management of 
housing accommodation in accordance with the Housing Acts. As Minister, I am empowered to 
grant approved status to housing bodies for this purpose.

There are 547 bodies with approved status. The register of AHBs can be found on my De-
partment’s website at:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/voluntary-and-cooperative-housing/
register-housing-bodies-approved-status.

There are a range of funding and delivery mechanisms available to local authorities to deliv-
er social housing supports in partnership with AHBs through capital funding and social housing 
current expenditure funding. The funding under these programmes is provided directly to local 
authorities who, in turn, advance the funding to AHBs, as appropriate. 

The total funding provided by local authorities to AHBs in 2017 was €228.73m. As the 
schemes are administered by the local authorities, my Department does not have details of the 
funding specifically allocated by them to each individual AHB.

17/04/2018WRLLLL02200Irish Water

17/04/2018WRLLLL023001559. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the detail of Irish Water’s figures on the first fix free scheme for each quarter in 2017; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [15803/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL024001560. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the reason Irish Water’s figures on the first fix free scheme are no longer being published on its 
website as a matter of course; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15804/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL025001561. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if Irish Water will be penalised for ceasing to publish data on the first fix free scheme on its 
website; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15805/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1559 to 1561, inclusive, together.
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Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
vices planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels.

I understand that Irish Water publishes quarterly reports relating to the First Fix Free leak 
repair scheme on its website once the reports have been submitted to and reviewed by the 
Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU). Reports for each quarter to Q2 2017 can be 
accessed on Irish Water’s website at the following weblink - https://www.water.ie/for-home/
first-fix/. I understand that Irish Water is currently finalising the report for the third quarter 
of 2017 for submission to the CRU and has begun compiling its report for the final quarter of 
2017.  Both reports will be published on Irish Water’s website once the reports have been re-
viewed by the CRU.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. The team can be contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

17/04/2018WRLLLL02900An Bord Pleanála Data

17/04/2018WRLLLL030001562. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he will ask local authorities to provide full details of planning permission decision appeals 
to An Bord Pleanála including observations deadlines; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [15808/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
the case where a planning authority is notified by An Bord Pleanála that a decision made by the 
authority on a planning application has been appealed to the Board, articles 68 to 70 of the Plan-
ning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, require the  authority to—

make a copy of the appeal available for inspection or purchase during office hours at the 
authority’s offices until the appeal is withdrawn or dismissed or is determined by the Board;

give written notice of the appeal to any person who made a submission or observation on 
the planning application to which the appeal relates, stating that submissions or observations in 
relation to the appeal may be made in writing to the Board within the appropriate period speci-
fied in section 130 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, and on payment of 
the appropriate fee; and include in its weekly list of planning applications an indication of any 
planning application in respect of which it has been notified during the week concerned that an 
appeal has been made to the Board. 

It is also common practice for planning authorities, when making documents relating to a 
planning application available for public inspection in electronic form, to indicate those appli-
cations in respect of which an appeal has been made to the Board.

Pending the enactment and implementation of the Planning and Development (Amend-
ment) Bill 2016, which proposes to introduce a mandatory requirement on planning authorities 
to make documents relating to planning applications available for public inspection in elec-
tronic form, I have no proposals to expand the existing requirements on planning authorities in 
relation to the notification of appeals made to the Board.

17/04/2018WRLLLL03200Housing Assistance Payment Data

17/04/2018WRLLLL033001563. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment the number of HAP recipients in each county in 2017; the value paid to landlords by 
county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15814/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL034001564. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the contributions paid by tenants in County Tipperary who are part of the HAP scheme in 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15815/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1563 and 1564 together.

The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme was initially implemented, on a statutory 
phased pilot basis, in September 2014, and rolled out across local authorities incrementally over 
the last number of years. HAP became a national scheme on 1 March 2017.

The following table reflects the number of HAP tenancies set up and the annualised cost 
of the average monthly rent paid to landlords under HAP for all local authorities at the end 
of 2017. The HAP scheme is funded through a combination of Exchequer monies and tenant 
differential rents collected in respect of HAP tenancies. In relation to the Deputy’s specific 
query regarding contributions paid by tenants in County Tipperary that are part of the HAP 
scheme, the average weekly differential rent for Tipperary County Council at the end of 2017 
was €33.22.

Local AuthorityArea  Total HAP tenancies set-up Annualised cost of the aver-
age monthly payment paid 
to landlords under the HAP 
scheme €

Carlow County   Council   725 6,504
Cavan County   Council    143 5,160
Clare County Council    1,565 5,160
Cork City Council    1,867  8,664
Cork County Council    3,199  8,268
Donegal County  Council    2,036  4,596
Dublin City Council*    1,040 15,096
Dún Laoghaire Rathdown 
County Council*   

 166  15,432

Fingal CountyCouncil*  491 15,504
Galway City Council  978  9,408
Galway County  Council 792  7,824
Kerry County Council   449  6,024
Kildare County  Council  1,553  10,932
Kilkenny County Council  1,160  6,672
Laois County Council 324  6,420
Leitrim County  Council      104  4,896
Limerick City & County 
Council   

 2,474  6,624

Longford County Council       142  4,764
Louth County Council    2,314  9,168
Mayo County Council    942  5,868
Meath County Council    1,332  10,848
Monaghan County Council    570 5,484
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Local AuthorityArea  Total HAP tenancies set-up Annualised cost of the aver-
age monthly payment paid 
to landlords under the HAP 
scheme €

Offaly County Council   797  5,784
Roscommon County Coun-
cil   

 182  5,364

Sligo County Council   525  5,856
South Dublin County Coun-
cil*   

 2,339  13,764

Tipperary County Council    1,952  5,652
Waterford City & County 
Council   

 1,961  5,868

Westmeath  County Council    379  6,480
Wexford County  Council   569  6,024
Wicklow County  Council    433  11,700
*In Dublin City Council, DLR, Fingal and South Dublin County Councils, eligible home-

less households are assisted under the Homeless HAP scheme operated by the Dublin Regional 
Homeless Executive, under which additional discretion is available in recognition of the dif-
ficulty that can exist in housing homeless households. These homeless HAP numbers are not 
included in the HAP numbers identified under each of these Dublin LA areas in the table above.

17/04/2018WRLLLL03700Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee Report

17/04/2018WRLLLL038001565. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the local area boundary committees that have been charged with making recommen-
dations in respect of the local electoral area boundaries for Cork city and county will engage in 
a public consultation exercise and invite submissions from members of the public.  [15819/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL03900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I established two independent Local Electoral Area Boundary 
Committees on 13 December 2017 to review and make recommendations on all local electoral 
areas other than those in Cork and Galway.  In broad terms, these reviews are being undertaken 
in advance of the next local elections which are scheduled for late May/early June 2019 and 
having regard to the results of Census 2016 as well as the commitment to consider reducing the 
size of territorially large local electoral areas as set out in A Programme for Partnership Govern-
ment (May 2016).  The Committees are tasked with reporting to me within six months, that is 
by 13 June 2018.

On 23 March 2018, I made a further announcement appointing the existing two Local Elec-
toral Area Boundary Committees to review and make recommendations on local electoral areas 
in Cork city and Cork county.  These reviews will be conducted on the basis of the revised 
boundary between the city and county, as proposed by the Cork Implementation Oversight 
Group and agreed by Government, and which will be given legal effect by forthcoming legisla-
tion.  The review of Cork county will be undertaken by Committee No. 1 while Committee No. 
2 will report on Cork city.

My Department understands that a public consultation, in respect of the reviews in Cork city 
and county, was announced by the two committees on 11 April 2018 inviting submissions from 
all relevant stakeholders, interested parties and members of the public.  Submissions may be 
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sent by e-mail to boundarycommittee@housing.gov.ie or, alternatively, by post to: 

Secretary

Local Electoral Area Boundary Committees

Room 1.67

Custom House

Dublin 1

D01 W6X0

The closing date for receipt of submissions is 5:00 p.m. on 9 May 2018.

17/04/2018WRLLLL04000Rent Pressure Zones

17/04/2018WRLLLL041001566. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a review of the way in which rent pressure zones are performing has been completed; 
and the future plans for these zones. [15843/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL04200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department recently conducted a review of the Rent Predictability Measure on the basis of 
the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) rent data and the recently conducted public consulta-
tion on the operation of the Rent Pressure Zones.  In September 2017, arising from the review 
findings, I announced a number of measures to further strengthen the effectiveness of the rent 
setting and rent review laws including the implementation of a change plan to develop and 
strengthen the role of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB), particularly with regard to en-
forcement.

These measures include the intention to make it an offence to increase rents in contravention 
of the legislation and to provide the RTB with the necessary powers and resources to protect 
tenants from illegal rent increases. 

A landlord will be required to notify the RTB of any exemption claimed from the rent in-
crease limits and the RTB will be empowered to take follow-up enforcement action, if required. 
These changes will strengthen the impact of the Rent Predictability Measure and should con-
tribute to a further slowing in the growth in rents, in tandem with increasing supply.  These 
enhanced enforcement procedures to be introduced in 2018 will reform the Rent Pressure Zone 
mechanism to deliver a more effective and transparent approach to its operation. 

The Government has given priority to the drafting and early publication of a Residential 
Tenancies (Amendment) Bill to address these and other urgent issues in the residential rental 
sector.

The RTB is also planning to move towards annual registration of tenancies, which will 
permit the building of a national rent dataset. This enhanced data will be key to understanding 
trends and behaviour in the rental market as well as informing future policy decisions.

The Residential Tenancies Board’s latest quarterly Rent Index Report for Q4 2017, which 
was published last month, shows reductions in the rate of rental inflation across both national 
and Dublin rents.  The slowdown in the quarterly growth rate in Dublin rents to 1.1% in Q4 
2017 is particularly noteworthy, bringing the annualised growth rate over 2017 to 5.2%, a drop 
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from 8% in the year to Q3 2017.  Significantly, this 5.2% increase for Dublin is the lowest annu-
al growth rate since 2013.  This latest quarterly index provides  evidence that the introduction of 
the RPZs, in December 2016, is having a positive effect on rent inflation, particularly in Dublin.

17/04/2018WRLLLL04300Housing Adaptation Grant

17/04/2018WRLLLL044001567. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the definition of net income as applied to a self-employed person and-or farmer in the 
context of the local authority housing adaptation grants; and if the net figure is to be used by 
the local authority before or after expenses incurred by a person (details supplied).  [15857/18]

17/04/2018WRLLLL04500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The annual gross income, not the net income, of a registered property owner together with all 
household members over 18 (or over 23 if in full-time education) in the previous tax year, is 
used to calculate household income for the purposes of the Housing Adaptation Grant schemes 
for Older People and People with a Disability.   

Certain income is not taken into account, or is disregarded, in calculating household income, 
including €5,000 for each member of the household up to 18 years, Family Income Supplement, 
Domiciliary Care Allowance and Carer’s Benefit or Carer’s Allowance if paid in respect of the 
person to whom the grant application relates.

17/04/2018WRMMMM00200Electoral Reform

17/04/2018WRMMMM003001568. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will extend voting rights to Irish citizens living abroad; the consideration given to 
this matter to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15874/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): In response to the evolving needs of Irish society and its relation-
ship with the wider Irish diaspora, the Government agreed in March 2017 to accept in principle 
the main recommendation in the Fifth Report of the Convention on the Constitution that Irish 
citizens resident outside the State, including citizens resident in Northern Ireland, should have 
the right to vote at presidential elections and that a referendum would be held to seek to amend 
the Constitution to give effect to this.

In order to inform public discourse on this significant policy change, an Options Paper was 
published on 22 March 2017 by my Department and the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade.  The Options Paper sets out a broad range of options for the extension of voting rights, 
international comparisons, the estimated costs involved and related resource issues as well as 
many of the legal, policy, administrative and logistical challenges associated with extending 
voting rights to Irish citizens resident outside the State.

In addition, the Options Paper provided a basis for the discussion on voting rights which 
took place at the second Global Irish Civic Forum in Dublin on 5 May 2017.  This second 
Forum attracted significant attention with more than 220 individuals, representing over 150 
organisations, attending over the two day period.  The outcome of the discussions at the Forum 
will also inform the Government’s decision on a preferred option to be put to the people in a 
referendum.

The Government announced on 26 September 2017 that it has agreed indicative dates for 
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the holding of referendums in 2018 and 2019, subject to the timely passage of Constitution 
Amendment Bills by each House of the Oireachtas.  Included in the list is the proposed refer-
endum on extending the franchise at presidential elections to Irish citizens resident outside the 
State which it is intended will be held on the date of the local and European elections in late 
May / early June 2019.

My Department will, in consultation with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
bring forward an appropriate Constitution Amendment Bill on extending the franchise at Presi-
dential elections to Irish citizens resident outside the State in good time for the holding of the 
referendum.  The extension of voting rights at other elections to Irish citizens resident outside 
the State is not under consideration at present.

Question No. 1569 answered with Question No. 1497.

17/04/2018WRMMMM00600Rental Sector

17/04/2018WRMMMM007001570. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the measures he is taking to address the growing problem of access to the rental 
market for older persons in view of the fact that monthly rents have risen above the average 
contributory State pension rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15910/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Strategy for the Rental Sector, published in December 2016, recommended the introduc-
tion of a Rent Predictability Measure to moderate rent increases in those parts of the country 
where rents are highest and rising and where households have greatest difficulties in finding ac-
commodation they can afford.  The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Ten-
ancies Act 2016 provided for the Rent Predictability Measure and for areas designated as Rent 
Pressure Zones (RPZs), where rents can now only rise by a maximum of 4% annually for a 
period of 3 years.  

The Residential Tenancies Board’s latest quarterly Rent Index Report for Q4 2017, which 
was published last month, shows reductions in the rate of rental inflation across both national 
and Dublin rents.  The slowdown in the quarterly growth rate in Dublin rents to 1.1% in Q4 
2017 is particularly noteworthy, bringing the annualised growth rate over 2017 to 5.2%, a drop 
from 8% calculated in the 12 months to Q3 2017 and the lowest annual rental growth rate in 
Dublin since 2013.  This latest Quarterly Index provides evidence that the introduction of the 
RPZs, in December 2016, is having a positive effect on rent inflation.   

Rebuilding Ireland aims to ensure that older people have a range of housing choices avail-
able to them and there is an overall commitment to examine the potential of targeted schemes to 
meet differing housing needs.  Social housing supports are provided to households through the 
private sector under schemes such as the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS), Housing As-
sistance Payment (HAP) and by the leasing of properties from private owners by local authori-
ties and AHBs, funded under the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP).

Leasing is used to accommodate households from local authority waiting lists and leased 
properties are allocated to tenants, in accordance with the relevant local authority’s allocation 
scheme.  RAS is a targeted scheme that allows households to transfer from rent supplement to 
social housing if they have been in receipt of rent supplement for 18 months or more.  RAS 
tenants can find their own private rental accommodation or a local authority can source that ac-
commodation for them.  HAP provides fast, flexible housing support to households in an area 
of their choice. A key principle of the HAP scheme is that eligible households source their own 
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accommodation in the private rented sector.  Under these schemes, local authorities or AHBs 
make a monthly payment to the landlord, subject to conditions, on the tenant’s behalf. In return, 
the tenant pays a contribution towards their rent to the local authority or AHB concerned. This 
contribution is based on the household income and ability to pay.  These options are available 
to all people who qualify for social housing support.

The provision and allocation of social housing are matters for individual local authorities in 
accordance with their allocation schemes. Planning authorities are required, under section 94 
of the Planning and Development Act 2000, to include a housing strategy in their development 
plans which must outline the authorities’ plans for the existing and future housing needs of the 
population of their areas. The strategy must include provisions to ensure that a mixture of house 
types and sizes is developed to reasonably match the requirements of the different categories 
of households including the special requirements of older people and people with disabilities.

17/04/2018WRMMMM00900Social and Affordable Housing Data

17/04/2018WRMMMM010001571. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans and proposed outputs for public housing for older persons with supports; 
when such housing will be delivered; the locations in which they will be delivered; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15911/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM011001575. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of senior social housing units available per county in each of the years 
2016, 2017 and to date in 2018; his plans to increase availability of such units according to de-
mographic needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15915/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM01200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1571 and 1575 together.

My Department is committed to supporting older people to live in their own home with 
dignity and independence for as long as possible, as this has the best outcomes both for the 
individual and for society as a whole.

 The Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan   aims to ensure that older people have a 
range of housing choices available to them and there is an overall commitment to examine the 
potential of targeted schemes to meet differing housing needs. To this end, my Department, in 
conjunction with the Department of Health, is developing policy options for supported housing/
housing with care so that older people have a wider range of accommodation choices available 
to them, options that will enable them to choose accommodation that is appropriate and suited 
to their needs. A joint policy statement on Housing for Older People is being finalised and is 
expected to be published shortly. 

The St Michael’s Estate site in Inchicore, Dublin 8 has been identified for a “housing with 
support” pilot project under Rebuilding Ireland, which will deliver 52 living with care homes. 
This project offers the opportunity for an Approved Housing Body (AHB), in this case Circle 
AHB, who are collaborating with Alone, to design, build and operate a unique development 
which is intended to set a new standard for the future of housing provision for older people and 
act as an exemplar for others to follow. The homes are due for completion in 2020.

The housing with support model to be provided brings together a range of services and sup-
ports - principally relating to housing, community, social and care needs. It seeks to provide an 
appropriate physical and supportive environment that enables older people to live full lives in 
their own homes within their own community. The overall aim of this project is to develop a 
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new model of housing for older people where the key components, physical environment and 
care supports are provided on site, integrated into the community, and are designed with older 
people at the centre.  The project has been approved for funding of almost €15 million under 
my Department’s Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) with a contribution of €450,000 from the 
Department of Health towards additional communal facilities for the residents. The Capital As-
sistance Scheme (CAS) provides 100% funding to an AHB for the provision of accommodation 
for people requiring specific categories of accommodation, including older people. 

Exchequer funding is also provided by my Department to local authorities for the delivery 
of social housing projects, including projects that incorporate housing for older people. In ad-
dition, the Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability 
provide a range of grants for improvement works or adaptations to houses in order to facilitate 
the continued independent occupancy of their own homes. Funding is also provided under the 
Disabled Persons Grants (DPG) scheme to local authorities for adaptations and extensions to 
the existing social housing stock to meet the needs of older local authority tenants and people 
with a disability. 

The provision and allocation of social housing  are matters for individual local authorities 
in accordance with their allocation schemes. Accordingly, my Department does not collect data 
from local authorities on their allocations to individual categories of applicant. However, plan-
ning authorities are required, under section 94 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, to 
include a housing strategy in their development plans which must outline the authorities’ plans 
for the existing and future housing needs of the population of their areas. The strategy must 
include provisions to ensure that a mixture of house types and sizes is developed to reasonably 
match the requirements of the different categories of households including the special require-
ments of older people and people with disabilities.   Housing strategies must also have regard 
to relevant policies or objectives of the Government. 

In addition, I wrote to all local authorities in January this year in relation to their overall 
social housing delivery targets out to 2021 under Rebuilding Ireland. Specifically my letter in-
dicated that the delivery of social housing should be consistent with housing need as identified 
in the annual Summary of Social Housing Assessments over the period, which will facilitate 
addressing this particular demographic need.

17/04/2018WRMMMM01300Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

17/04/2018WRMMMM014001572. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if the grant funding for housing adaptations will be returned to 2010 levels; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15912/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM01500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
am conscious of the social benefit accruing from the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants for 
Older People and People with a Disability, particularly in terms of facilitating the continued 
independent living by older people and people with a disability in their own homes.  This is also 
recognised in the Programme for a Partnership Government and as a consequence, funding for 
these schemes has been increased year on year since 2014 with the 2017 funding allocation of 
€60.5m - comprising €48.8m Exchequer funding and €12.1m from local authority resources - 
being an increase of some 6% on the previous year.  

I have further increased the funding for the schemes in 2018 to a total of €66.25m. The ex-
chequer funding this year totals €53m, an increase of 11% on the 2017 figure, with the balance 
from the local authorities. Further consideration will be given to increasing this funding over 
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the coming years in the context of the range of housing supports and provision being made un-
der the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness.

17/04/2018WRMMMM01600Housing Adaptation Grant Data

17/04/2018WRMMMM017001573. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of applicants for grant funding for housing adaptations in 2016, 2017 
and to date in 2018; the number of these applications approved and rejected, respectively, in 
each of these years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15913/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM01800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department allocates funding to local authorities, firstly, towards the cost of adaptations 
and extensions to social housing to meet the needs of tenants with a disability and, secondly, 
towards the Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability, 
in respect of private houses. The detailed administration of the grants, including the assessment 
and approval of grants, is the responsibility of the relevant local authorities, who prioritise 
applications on the basis of medical need and on the urgency and necessity of the identified 
works. My Department does not hold information in relation to the number of applications for 
grant funding or the number of these applications which were approved or rejected.

Information on these grant schemes, including the numbers of grants funded per annum and 
the funding provided to each local authority, is available on my Department’s website at the 
following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/social-and-affordble/other-local-authority-
housing-scheme-statistics.

17/04/2018WRMMMM01900Rental Sector Strategy

17/04/2018WRMMMM020001574. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when legislation will be brought forward for the implementation of longer term 
leases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15914/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2016 set out the rights and obligations of landlords and 
tenants in the private rented sector. The Acts apply to tenancies of up to 35 years in duration. I 
consider a 35-year lease to be a long-term lease and I have no plans to alter the current applica-
tion of the Act in this regard.

The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body 
under the Acts to operate a national tenancy registration system and to resolve disputes between 
landlords and tenants. 

Under Action 7 of the Strategy for the Rental Sector, published in December 2016, the Gov-
ernment is committed to encouraging longer-term letting by amending the Housing (Standards 
for Rented Houses) Regulations to allow for unfurnished lettings in the case of long leases, with  
the objective of providing incentives to landlords who offer long term leases. Draft revised 
Regulations in this regard are at an advanced stage of preparation.

The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 extended the 
term of Part 4 tenancies from 4 to 6 years as a first step in the move to tenancies of indefinite 
duration, which is being considered in the context of proposed legislative change later this year.
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Question No. 1575 answered with Question No. 1571.

17/04/2018WRMMMM02300Housing Loans

17/04/2018WRMMMM024001576. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the reason persons who purchased a house under the affordable housing scheme are 
unable in practice to switch the mortgage from one lender to another (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15938/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Purchasers of dwellings under previous affordable housing schemes, including dwellings sold 
by way of shared ownership at less than market value, have a clawback charge placed on the 
property.  The primary purpose of the clawback regime was to prevent short-term profit-taking 
on the resale of affordable homes.  As such, it should, therefore, only have effect in the event 
of the house being sold.  However, as a result of the way in which the clawback legislative ar-
rangements are structured, they have an impact on affordable homeowners wishing to switch 
mortgage provider or take out an equity release “top-up” mortgage.  This arises because of the 
time-sensitive manner in which charges on property apply.   

The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 which will be commenced shortly will al-
low purchasers under the new Affordable Dwelling Purchase arrangements to re-mortgage or 
top-up their mortgage without triggering the clawback. The Act, however, does not provide this 
facility retrospectively for purchasers under previous affordable housing or shared ownership 
arrangements. I have requested my Department to arrange to have the provisions necessary to 
address this matter included in the first appropriate legislative vehicle that becomes available.

17/04/2018WRMMMM02600Housing Loans

17/04/2018WRMMMM027001577. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the penalties which will apply and the formula in this regard for calculating such a 
penalty, in circumstances in which a person takes out a Rebuilding Ireland home loan fixed rate 
offer in the event they sell their property after a period of time or wish to switch their loan to a 
commercial lender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15940/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The new Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan enables credit-worthy first-time buyers to access sus-
tainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable price range. 
The low rate of fixed interest associated with the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan provides first 
time buyers with access to mortgage finance that they may not otherwise have been able to af-
ford at a higher interest rate.

During the period of a fixed-rate mortgage, persons may be liable for a breakage fee if they 
switch to a variable rate or pay off all or part of their mortgage early. A breakage fee will only 
apply if, at the time of breakage, the costs of funds to the local authority at the prevailing market 
rate, result in the local authority incurring a loss in repaying its loans to the Housing Finance 
Agency.

The details in relation to this, including the formula to be applied in such a case, are on the 
Rebuilding Ireland homeloan website at http://rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie/faq/.
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17/04/2018WRMMMM02900Mortgage to Rent Scheme Data

17/04/2018WRMMMM030001578. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applications under the mortgage to rent scheme that have been completed 
each year since its introduction; the steps he plans to take to make this option more attractive 
to persons with unsustainable mortgage arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15950/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Agency publishes, on a quarterly basis, detailed statistical information on the 
operation of the Approved Housing Body (AHB) Mortgage to Rent (MTR) scheme, including 
the number of completed transactions. This information is available on the Agency’s website at 
the following link:

  https://www.housingagency.ie/our-services/housing-supply-services/mortgage-to-rent.
aspx.

Following a Review of the MTR Scheme, published on 8 February 2017, a range of amend-
ments to the eligibility criteria and administration of the MTR scheme came into effect to enable 
more properties to qualify and to make the scheme more flexible and accessible to borrowers. 
The Review, which is available at http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/changes-in-mortgage-to-
rent-scheme/, explored the impediments to participation in the scheme and recommended a 
number of actions to make the scheme work better for borrowers.  My Department and the 
Housing Agency are working with all stakeholders to ensure that the actions set out in the Re-
view are being effectively implemented to benefit a greater number of households.  I am provid-
ing an additional €5m for the AHB MTR scheme in 2018, which will support at least 250 ad-
ditional cases to be completed by AHBs working together with lenders using the MTR scheme.

The MTR Review also concluded that the current financial model of the scheme may not, in 
its current configuration, be capable of delivering the scale of successful cases that could benefit 
from the scheme over time.  In order to test the operability of alternative funding models for the 
scheme, the Housing Agency initiated a call for Expressions of Interest from bodies interested 
in participating in a new MTR pilot scheme.  Two submissions were received by the Housing 
Agency in response to the Expressions of Interest request.  One of these submissions has been 
deemed to meet the EOI criteria and the proposer will now participate in the new MTR Pilot 
Scheme on delivering at least 50 cases in 2018. Discussions are currently on-going with the 
other entity.  Subject to the successful progress towards delivery of these initial cases under the 
Pilot Scheme, consideration will be given to delivering further numbers of MTR cases using 
this alternatively funded long-term lease model.

Question No. 1579 answered with Question No. 1491.

17/04/2018WRMMMM03300Local Authority Housing Applications

17/04/2018WRMMMM034001580. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the reason the bidding system for local authority housing has not been introduced in 
Sligo County Council to date; if a system such as that in operation in the UK will be introduced 
in County Sligo; his views on the fact that in 2017, 50% of the 203 housing offers made were 
refused; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16003/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The allocation of social housing support is a matter for the relevant local authority in accor-
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dance with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated regulations. Sec-
tion 22 of the 2009 Act requires all local authorities, as a reserved function, to make an alloca-
tion scheme determining the order of priority to be accorded in the allocation of dwellings to 
households qualified for social housing support and to households approved for a transfer, the 
allocation of which would, in the opinion of the authority, meet the accommodation needs and 
requirements of the households.   

On 30th September 2016, the Social Housing Allocation (Amendment) Regulations 2016 
were made, which required that all local authorities must, if they had not already done so, 
provide for Choice Based Letting (CBL) as a potential method of allocation in their allocation 
schemes by 31 December 2016.

Where a local authority, having included a provision on CBL in its allocation scheme, de-
cides to operate a CBL scheme, it must implement it in accordance with Regulations 6 – 11 of 
the 2011 Regulations.  Decisions on which properties are to be included under a CBL scheme 
is a matter for individual authorities.

My Department is committed to monitoring the roll-out of CBL across all Local Authorities, 
and undertook a survey in the last quarter of 2017 to determine the uptake and impact of CBL. 
Of the local authorities who have implemented it, the majority said that CBL has had a positive 
impact on how they allocate dwellings.

Following a survey undertaken by my Department in December 2017, 16 local authorities 
including Sligo County Council indicated they are currently operating a choice based lettings 
model as part of their allocation scheme. A further two have indicated their intention to imple-
ment a pilot CBL scheme in the near future.

My Department will continue to liaise with local authorities during 2018 with a view to 
ensuring that CBL is implemented, as widely as possible, across the country given the benefits 
it can offer tenants and local authorities alike.

The position in relation to the refusal by households of offers of social housing tenancies 
is set down in Regulation 12 of the Social Housing Allocation Regulations 2011, made under 
section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009. 

Under Regulation 12, a household that refuses two reasonable offers of such tenancies in 
any twelve-month period, other than an offer made under the CBL procedure, will not receive 
any further offers from any local authority for a period of one year from the date of the second 
refusal and the latter period is not subsequently reckonable for the purposes of determining the 
household’s relative priority for another social housing tenancy.  

Under Regulation 12(3) of the 2011 Regulations, an offer is deemed to be reasonable where 
the dwelling concerned would, in the opinion of the authority, meet the housing needs of the 
household and, except in an emergency, is located in an area of choice specified by the house-
hold. 

The only exception to this is where a local authority makes an offer because of specified 
exceptional circumstances, including displacement because of fire, flood or other emergency, 
development, redevelopment and regeneration of an area or on exceptional and compassionate 
grounds. In these circumstances, the local authority concerned does not have to offer the house-
hold accommodation in their area of choice for it to be considered a reasonable offer.

My Department does not hold information on the allocation of, or refusal of offers of, social 
housing supports to households on the waiting list.
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17/04/2018WRMMMM03600Mayoral Election

17/04/2018WRMMMM037001581. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans and timeframe to establish an elected mayor with executive powers for 
the Dublin region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16037/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM03800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Programme for Partnership Government includes a commit-
ment to consider directly elected mayors in cities as part of a broader range of local government 
reform measures aimed at strengthening local democracy. In response to this commitment, 
work on a policy report on local government leadership, including directly elected mayors for 
cities, is advancing in my Department. 

This report will examine the range of functions that might be assigned to a directly elected 
mayor for cities, the geographic areas applicable, and the governance arrangements underpin-
ning the role.

The intention is that, once approved by Government, the policy report will proceed to the 
Oireachtas for consideration.

17/04/2018WRMMMM03900Local Government Reform

17/04/2018WRMMMM040001582. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to overhaul local government management structures in the four Dublin 
local authority areas in order to expedite the construction of social and affordable housing. 
[16038/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible 
for staffing and organisation arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the local 
authorities for which he or she is responsible. 

In this regard, the assignment of local authority staff to a particular function is a matter for 
the Chief Executive. My Department, however, works closely with all local authorities with 
regard to housing delivery and the implementation of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on 
Housing and Homelessness, and all local authorities have been invited to submit staffing sanc-
tion requests to facilitate its delivery.

The issues of social and affordable housing are already firmly on the Government’s agenda 
and actively being pursued under a range of actions under Rebuilding Ireland, the implemen-
tation of which is well underway and making significant progress. Social Housing Output in-
dicative figures published in January 2018 show that nearly 26,000 households had their social 
housing need met in 2017. These have now been validated and final figures will be published 
shortly. Together with the 19,000 social housing supports provided in year 1 of the Plan, this 
means that just under 45,000 households have had their housing need met by the end of year 2 
of the Rebuilding Ireland Plan - that is 33% of those targeted under the Plan. 

In relation to the delivery of affordable homes, initial estimates suggest that in the region of 
3,000 new affordable homes can be made available through a range of schemes and initiatives, 
with the long-term ambition for some 10,000 additional affordable homes to be provided for 
sale or rent, as the initiatives are rolled out.

In relation to the local government structures in place in the four Dublin local authority 
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areas, each of the local authorities concerned are working in a collaborative and co-ordinated 
manner. I will, of course, keep the matter under review.

17/04/2018WRMMMM04200Homelessness Strategy

17/04/2018WRMMMM043001583. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to create a Dublin housing executive with executive powers and dynamic 
leadership to address the levels of homelessness in the capital in view of the exclusion of per-
sons on lower income from affordable housing. [16039/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Homeless services are administered at regional level across the country. 

The Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) is provided by Dublin City Council 
as the lead statutory local authority in the response to homelessness in Dublin and adopts a 
shared service approach across South Dublin County Council, Fingal County Council and Dún 
Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council.  A statutory Management Group is in place for each 
region, comprised of representatives from the relevant housing authorities and the Health Ser-
vice Executive.  The Management Group is responsible for considering the need for homeless 
services and the planning, implementation, funding and co-ordination of such services.  I have 
no plans to change these regional structures at this time.

The long-term solution to the current homeless crisis is, clearly, to increase the supply of 
homes for those who need them. Under Rebuilding Ireland, 50,000 new social housing homes 
will be delivered over the period to 2021, supported by €6 billion in funding.

17/04/2018WRMMMM04500Housing Policy

17/04/2018WRMMMM046001584. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his views on whether the Dublin region needs a housing tsar to lead a regional 
housing executive with wide executive powers to address the deteriorating housing situation in 
Dublin. [16040/18]

17/04/2018WRMMMM04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
direct response to the housing challenge and in order to support housing authorities deliver on 
their responsibilities and obligations, a number of dedicated structures have been put in place in 
the Dublin region and also nationally over the last number of years.  

The Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) is provided by Dublin City Council 
as the lead statutory local authority in the response to homelessness in Dublin and adopts a 
shared service approach across South Dublin County Council, Fingal County Council and Dún 
Laoghaire- Rathdown County Council. The DRHE is responsible for the planning, co-ordina-
tion and administration of funding in relation to the provision of quality services to people who 
are homeless in the Dublin area, and for the development of responses to prevent homeless-
ness. The Executive works in partnership with a range of voluntary and statutory agencies and 
supports the Dublin Joint Homelessness Consultative Forum and Management Group.

A dedicated Housing Delivery Office (HDO) was also established within my Department 
in September 2017 to support local authorities, approved housing bodies and all stakeholders 
involved in the delivery of key elements of the ambitious private and social housing targets in 
the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan. The purpose of this office is to accelerate and monitor hous-
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ing delivery, both private and social, on key sites, identify further mechanisms to accelerate 
delivery, and support the roll-out of complex construction projects, including identifying and 
resolving barriers to delivery.

I believe what is critical at this stage is to ensure that all of the structures already in place 
are aligned, co-ordinated and co-operating towards a shared vision. This includes my own De-
partment, the Housing Agency and the Housing Finance Agency working with local authorities 
and approved housing bodies across the country. I am satisfied at this time that appropriate 
arrangements are in place to deliver much needed social and affordable homes in Dublin and 
across the country.

17/04/2018WRNNNN00200Nursing Homes Support Scheme

17/04/2018WRNNNN003001585. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 120 of 22 March 2018, the work being undertaken 
by his Department to encourage those availing of the nursing homes support scheme to make 
their vacant homes available for sale or rental; his plans to address the issue of financial disin-
centives as part of this work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16043/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Review of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), also known as the Fair Deal 
Scheme, was published by the Minister for Health in July 2015.  A Working Group is oversee-
ing the implementation of its recommendations, including any legislative changes that may be 
required. 

Action 17 of the Strategy for the Rental Sector undertakes to examine the treatment un-
der the NHSS’s financial assessment of income from the rental of a person’s principal private 
residence (PPR), where they move into long-term residential care. This examination aims to 
explore the potential to encourage vacant accommodation to be brought into active use.

My Department is currently engaging with the Department of Health in relation to this ac-
tion.  The Department of Health has received legal advice that changes to the treatment of rental 
income in the Fair Deal Scheme would require primary legislation.  Both Departments are ex-
ploring proposals to enable vacant properties owned by patients in long-term nursing home care 
to be brought back into early use, through adjustments to the treatment of rental income and 
house sale proceeds derived from a PPR in the financial assessment of income for the purposes 
of the Fair Deal Scheme.

It will remain a personal choice for any individual as to whether or not they wish to sell or 
rent out their home upon taking up residence in a nursing home.

17/04/2018WRNNNN00500Water Services Provision

17/04/2018WRNNNN006001586. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans for a water fountain scheme for towns and cities here similar to the one estab-
lished in London; the amount such a scheme would cost; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16048/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
understand that the scheme referred to is one initiated by the Mayor of London aimed at reduc-
ing the use of plastic bottles.  My Department is not currently involved in the development of 
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plans for such a scheme in Ireland.

 There are comprehensive existing arrangements in place for the public provision of water 
services, which are supportive of the use of tap water.  Each household on the public water 
supply provided by Irish Water can use up to a threshold amount of 213,000 litres of water per 
annum without charge.  Households with more than four occupants can apply for an additional 
allowance amount of 25,000 litres per additional person per annum.  The manner in which these 
threshold and allowance amounts are set is prescribed in Section 9 of the Water Services Act 
2017.  The costs associated with the delivery of public water services by Irish Water are met by 
Exchequer funding provided through the vote of my Department.

 It should be noted that proposals to encourage consumers to use tap water and the question 
of free public access points to drinking water are among the initiatives contained in the Euro-
pean Commission proposals for a recast of Directive 98/83/EC on the quality of water intended 
for human consumption, published on 1 February 2018.   My Department provided the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government with an Information Note 
on the proposed directive and attended a meeting of the Committee on 21 March 2018 as part 
of its scrutiny process on the proposals.  I understand that the Committee has communicated 
views on the proposals contained within the draft directive to the European Commission.  My 
Department expects that there are a number of issues contained in the current draft which will 
be the subject of debate before finalisation.  My Department looks forward to engaging further 
with the European Commission and Member States on this matter as part of the process leading 
to the agreement of a final text, and has undertaken to update the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
as this process evolves.

17/04/2018WRNNNN00800Homeless Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRNNNN009001587. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the national quality standards framework and inspection regime for homeless 
services. [16083/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommoda-
tion and related services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities. This 
includes operational issues such as ensuring that contracted services are delivered in a profes-
sional manner, that inspections take place and that homeless families/individuals can report 
issues to the relevant authority. 

In this regard, the Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) has been overseeing the 
development of a quality standards framework, coordinating this work in consultation with an 
advisory group, which includes representation from various housing authorities, service provid-
ers, Tusla, clients and other stakeholders, with a view to having the finalised standards adopted 
on a national basis by individual housing authorities. The draft standards have been piloted in a 
number of selected services across the country and positive feedback has been received. 

I understand that the DRHE is preparing a final draft quality standards framework for formal 
submission to my Department.  On receipt of this, along with any recommendations with regard 
to implementation from the DRHE and the advisory group, I will give consideration to how 
such standards could be applied on a national basis by housing authorities.
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17/04/2018WRNNNN01100Homeless Persons Data

17/04/2018WRNNNN012001588. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of adults, families and children who spent time in emergency homeless ac-
commodation in 2017; and the average length of time spent in emergency accommodation for 
individuals and families respectively. [16084/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national framework of 
policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing home-
lessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommodation 
and associated services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities. Official 
homeless reports are published on my Department’s website on a monthly basis and can be ac-
cessed using the following link: 

  http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.  

These monthly reports include a breakdown based on accommodation type. Commercial 
hotels are included within the private emergency accommodation (PEA) category as are other 
commercially provided emergency accommodation arrangements.  The specific data requested 
by the Deputy is not available in my Department.

17/04/2018WRNNNN01400Homeless Persons Data

17/04/2018WRNNNN015001589. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of homeless families living in commercial hotels in each month from January 
2017 to March 2018, in tabular form. [16086/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): Of-
ficial homeless reports are published on my Department’s website on a monthly basis and can 
be accessed using the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.  

These monthly reports include a breakdown based on accommodation type. Commercial 
hotels are included within the private emergency accommodation (PEA) category as are other 
commercially provided emergency accommodation arrangements. The Dublin Region Home-
less Executive publishes specific information on the numbers of families in hotels in the Dublin 
region on its website, at www.homelessdublin.ie/reports.

17/04/2018WRNNNN01700Rental Sector Strategy

17/04/2018WRNNNN018001590. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the work of the short-term letting working group; the number of meetings 
held by the group; the number of meetings held with third parties; the organisations and indi-
viduals in this regard; and when he will bring forward regulations or legislation on the issue of 
short term lets. [16087/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under Action 18 of the Strategy for the Rental Sector, my Department established a Working 
Group in June 2017, with representatives of all major public stakeholders with a policy interest 
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in short-term lettings, to develop guidance in relation to planning applications, changes of use 
relating to short-term lettings and to examine the need for new regulatory arrangements.   

The proposals under consideration by the Working Group, which has met on six occasions 
to date, are aimed at facilitating short-term letting of accommodation within permanent resi-
dences, known as home-sharing, while protecting existing stock of residential property in areas 
of high demand, safeguarding neighbourhood amenity and consumer protection, and generating 
revenue to address any negative externalities of short-term letting.

The Working Group completed guidance for local authorities on planning applications relat-
ing to short-term lettings and my Department issued a circular on the matter last October. 

The Group is now focused on developing proposals for an appropriate comprehensive regu-
latory approach for short-term tourism-related lettings as well as identification of amendments 
to relevant legislation that may be necessary to give effect to such a regulatory regime. 

The report of the Working Group has been submitted to my Department and, following 
completing my consideration of its recommendations shortly, I will be initiating a targeted pub-
lic consultation on the proposals.

17/04/2018WRNNNN02000Homeless Accommodation Provision

17/04/2018WRNNNN021001591. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if homeless families with young children are being allocated access to emergency 
accommodation after 8 p.m.; the number of times this happened in 2018; his plans to address 
this issue with particular reference to the risk to children who have no place of safety; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16130/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN022001592. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if homeless families in Dublin have been referred to Garda stations late at night 
due to an inadequate supply of housing and emergency accommodation; his plans to address 
this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16131/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN023001593. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the plans in place to provide a place of safety for homeless families that are not 
allocated emergency accommodation until late at night and that have nowhere safe to stay while 
they await emergency accommodation placement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16132/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN024001594. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the measures in place to provide for the protection and welfare of homeless chil-
dren whose families are not allocated emergency accommodation until late in the evening and 
that have nowhere safe to stay while they await emergency accommodation placement; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16133/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN025001595. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the large number of families that are allocated 
emergency accommodation on a one night only basis (details supplied); his plans to address this 
issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16134/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1591 to 1595, inclusive, together.
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My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommoda-
tion and associated services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.  The 
matter raised by the Deputy is an operational issue in the day-to-day delivery of services and is 
a matter for the relevant housing authorities.

17/04/2018WRNNNN03100Homeless Persons Data

17/04/2018WRNNNN032001596. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of homeless families in emergency accommodation that do not have 
an allocated support worker; his plans to address this issue; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16135/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national framework of 
policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing home-
lessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommodation 
and associated services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.  The 
matter raised by the Deputy is an operational issue in the day-to-day delivery of services and is 
a matter for the relevant housing authority.

17/04/2018WRNNNN03400An Bord Pleanála

17/04/2018WRNNNN035001597. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that An Bord Pleanála is using threats of legal costs 
to force a community to drop its request for appeal of judicial review in an environmental case; 
his views on whether this is acceptable as a policy for the board; the other remedy that exists 
for persons concerned regarding a planning matter in their area; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16148/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
am not aware of any case where An Bord Pleanála has acted inappropriately in the manner al-
leged in the Question.  However, before parties incur substantial costs in a judicial review of a 
decision made by the Board, it would seem reasonable for the Board to make its position clear 
in relation to seeking its costs, within the law, in the event that the Court does not grant the 
reliefs sought.  

In this connection, pursuant to the UNECE Aarhus Convention on access to information, 
public participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters, and also 
pursuant to relevant EU Directives, section 50B of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended, provides that, subject to stated exceptions, each party to specified judicial review 
proceedings relating to the environment shall bear its own costs.

17/04/2018WRNNNN03700Housing Adaptation Grant

17/04/2018WRNNNN038001598. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to alter the conditions of the housing aid for older persons to include persons 
under 66 years of age that medically need heating in their home; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [16257/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN03900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Housing Aid for Older People Scheme provides support 
for people aged over 66 in certain circumstances where the household has no current heating 
system. The scheme is focused on people over 66 and, therefore, I have no plans to alter the 
conditions of the scheme.  

The Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability provides support where heating 
needs to be extended to cover adaptations or extensions to homes that have been made under 
the scheme to improve the living conditions of the applicant.

17/04/2018WRNNNN04000Fire Safety Regulations

17/04/2018WRNNNN041001599. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the outcome of the review for fire safety in the multi-storey social housing sector which 
was requested from local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16295/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN042001600. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the progress being made by the fire safety task force established after the Grenfell fire 
disaster; if the task force has completed its review of buildings over 18 m in height; if it has it 
published its findings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16296/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1599 and 1600 together.

On 27 June 2017, in response to the Grenfell Tower tragedy and in recognition of fears ex-
pressed for fire safety, I tasked my Department’s National Directorate for Fire and Emergency 
Management with coordinating a high-level Task Force to lead a reappraisal of fire safety in 
Ireland. The Task Force was requested to oversee and report on a number of initial steps, and to 
urgently consider any potential life safety issues and appropriate responses. 

In addition to establishing the Task Force, I requested that a number of immediate initial 
actions be taken. Local authorities were directed to undertake a review of fire safety in multi-
storey social housing buildings and to also review fire safety in medium to high rise buildings 
in their functional areas. The Task Force was mandated to oversee and report on these initial 
actions as well as reviewing existing arrangements and systems for fire safety and related issues 
which impact on fire safety in Ireland. 

This initial work in relation to both multi-storey social housing buildings and medium to 
high rise buildings has been carried out and all local authorities have reported back to my De-
partment as requested. The Fire Safety Task Force established two sub-groups to review the 
returns received from local authorities. The returns indicate that multi-storey social housing 
buildings in Ireland are generally designed, built and equipped appropriately for domestic fire 
risk, although a number of fire safety issues were identified and followed up. 

With regard to the review of medium to high rise buildings (greater than 6 stories or 18m 
high), more than 800 buildings were identified through the national survey undertaken. A num-
ber of these were identified as having external cladding which gave rise to concerns and in these 
cases building owners have been required by local authorities, using their powers under the 
Fire Services Acts, to undertake fire safety assessments. National guidance on further actions in 
light of the results of these fire safety assessments, taking account of emerging information on 
the cladding issue from international sources, was prepared by the Task Force sub-group and a 
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guidance note – “Fire safety Guidance Note 01 of 2017 Assessing Existing Cladding Systems 
in Buildings of More than Six Storeys, or More than 18m in Height” – was published by my 
Department in December 2017. The guidance note was circulated to fire authorities and placed 
on my Department’s website as a support for those undertaking assessments of cladding in me-
dium to high rise buildings. The assessment process in individual buildings, and remediation 
work where deemed necessary in a small number of buildings, is on-going and in some cases is 
expected to take a number of months to complete. 

As it carries out its work, the Task Force is considering information and developments 
arising from inquiries and reviews in the UK in relation to the Grenfell Tower fire. However, 
the initial indications are that the specific conditions which appear to have existed in Grenfell 
Tower do not exist in buildings in this country.

The work of the Task Force is advanced significantly and I expect to be provided with its 
report by the end of April 2018. I will consider its conclusions and recommendations without 
delay.

17/04/2018WRNNNN04500Solar Energy Guidelines

17/04/2018WRNNNN046001601. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to develop guidelines for planning authorities with respect to solar farm 
projects; the criteria used in the absence of guidelines to determine planning applications; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16327/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN047001602. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if the chairperson of An Bord Pleanála formally requested that national guidelines 
for solar farm projects should be provided to planning authorities; if so, his views on same; the 
nature of the response; if not, his plans to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16328/18]

17/04/2018WRNNNN04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1601 and 1602 together.

There are no specific planning guidelines in place in respect of solar farms. Proposals for 
individual solar farm developments are subject to the statutory requirements of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended, in the same manner as other proposed developments. 
Planning applications are made to the relevant local planning authority with a right of appeal to 
An Bord Pleanála.

Under the Planning and Development Act, each planning authority’s development plan 
must set out an overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable development of the area 
concerned. Section 10 of the Act requires a development plan to include, inter alia, objectives 
for the provision or facilitation of the provision of infrastructure, including energy facilities, 
and many local authorities have developed renewable energy strategies for their areas in this 
context.

In making decisions on planning applications, planning authorities and the Board must con-
sider the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to the provi-
sions of the local development plan, any submissions or observations received and relevant 
Ministerial or Government policies, including any relevant guidelines issued by my Depart-
ment. Planning authorities must then make their own decisions based on the specific merits or 
otherwise of individual planning applications. 
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My Department has not received a formal request from the Chairperson of An Bord Pleanála 
to provide solar farm planning guidelines for planning authorities.

I am satisfied that the planning code is sufficiently robust to facilitate the assessment of in-
dividual planning permission applications for solar farm developments. However, the matter is 
being kept under review, in consultation with my colleague, the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and the Environment, and his Department - which leads on renewable energy 
policy - in the context of the Government’s White Paper on Energy Policy published in Decem-
ber 2015, is working on the development of a Renewable Electricity Policy and Development 
Framework, as well as the finalisation of a new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme.  

On foot of engagement between our two Departments, where the need for specific planning 
guidance for solar farms, in the context of developing renewable energy policy, is identified, my 
Department will develop such guidance as deemed appropriate.

17/04/2018WROOOO00300Social and Affordable Housing Data

17/04/2018WROOOO004001603. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment to set out the number of applications that have been processed and approved under the 
Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme since it was launched; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16347/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO005001604. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment to set out in tabular form by county the number of applications received and approved 
under the Rebuilding Ireland scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16348/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO006001623. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment to set out the number of applicants for the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme; the 
number of successful applicants; the value of loans distributed to date for the scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16631/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1603, 1604 and 1623 together.

Following a review of the two existing local authority home loan schemes, the House Pur-
chase Loan and the Home Choice Loan, a new loan offering, known as the Rebuilding Ireland 
Home Loan, was introduced on 1 February 2018.

As with the previous local authority home loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan is a local authority product and loan applications are made directly to the local authority 
in whose area the property proposed for purchase is situated. My Department does not col-
lect information on the number of enquiries to local authorities regarding the loan, the number 
of complete loan applications received by local authorities, or the reasons as to why a loan ap-
plication may be declined.

As is currently the case, my Department will continue to publish information on the overall 
number and value of (1) local authority loan approvals and (2) local authority loan drawdowns 
on its website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-prices-
loans-and-profile-borrowers/local-authority-loan-activity.

This information is currently updated to end Q3 2017; it is anticipated that Q4 data will be 
published shortly.
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  Question No. 1605 answered with Question No. 1536.

17/04/2018WROOOO01000Home Loan Scheme

17/04/2018WROOOO011001606. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment to outline his plans to review the income thresholds under the Rebuilding Ireland 
home loan scheme for couples (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16350/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO01200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): It 
continues to be the case under the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, which was introduced on 1 
February 2018, as with the previous local authority House Purchase Loan, that single applicants 
applying for the loan must not be earning more than €50,000 gross per annum and the combined 
income of joint applicants must not be greater than €75,000 gross per annum. This is to ensure 
the effective targeting of limited resources. I have no plans to review these income limits at 
present.

The option for borrowers with incomes in excess of the income limits set for the Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan is to seek housing finance from a commercial lender.

17/04/2018WROOOO01300Homelessness Strategy

17/04/2018WROOOO014001607. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment to outline the steps being taken by his Department to ensure the opening of a facility 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16359/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO01500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national framework of 
policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing home-
lessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of homeless services 
rests with individual housing authorities. My Department does not fund any service directly, 
but provides funding to housing authorities towards the operational costs of homeless services.

Under the ‘Section 10’ funding arrangements in place between my Department and housing 
authorities, Exchequer funding is provided on a regional basis, whereby it is delegated to a lead-
authority in each region.  Decisions on the organisation and range of accommodation services 
to be provided are a matter for the individual housing authorities in consultation with the statu-
tory Management Group of the relevant regional Joint Homelessness Consultative Forum, and 
my Department has no function in relation to such operational decisions.

Responsibility for policy development in relation to addiction and rehabilitation issues rests 
with the Minister for Health and the delivery of services in this regard is managed through the 
Health Service Executive.  In relation to the facility referred to, these services fall into this cat-
egory and the funding for these services is, therefore, a matter for the HSE in the first instance.

I am advised that the HSE has been liaising directly with the organisation referred to, who 
in turn have been liaising with the relevant local authority on the matter.

17/04/2018WROOOO01600Fire Safety
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17/04/2018WROOOO017001608. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment to outline the position regarding assistance to owners of houses who do not comply 
with fire safety standards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16380/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO01800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In general, building defects are matters for resolution between the 
contracting parties involved, i.e. the homeowner, the builder, the developer and/or their respec-
tive insurers, structural guarantee or warranty scheme. It is important to note that while my 
Department has overall responsibility for establishing and maintaining an effective regulatory 
framework for building standards and building control, it has no general statutory role in resolv-
ing defects in privately owned buildings, including dwellings, nor does it have a budget for such 
matters. In this regard, it is incumbent on the parties responsible for poor workmanship and/or 
the supply of defective materials to face up to their responsibilities and take appropriate action 
to provide remedies for the affected homeowners.

Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2014, primary responsibility for compliance of 
works with the requirements of the Building Regulations, including Part B (Fire Safety), rests 
with the owners, designers and builders of buildings. Enforcement of the Building Regulations 
is a matter for the 31 local building control authorities, who have extensive powers of inspection 
and enforcement under the Acts and who are independent in the use of their statutory powers.

In August 2017, I published a Framework for Enhancing Fire Safety in Dwellings, which is 
intended to be used as a guide by the owners and occupants of dwellings where fire safety de-
ficiencies have been identified, or are a cause for concern. The Framework is also of assistance 
to professional advisors both in developing strategies to improve fire safety and in developing 
strategies to enable continued occupation in advance of undertaking the necessary works to 
ensure compliance with the relevant Building Regulations.  The framework is available on my 
Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publi-
cations/files/framework_for_enhancing_fire_safety_in_dwellings.pdf.

It should be noted that in response to the many building failures that emerged in the last de-
cade, my Department has been advancing a building control reform agenda in order to develop 
and promote a culture of competence, good practice and compliance with the building regula-
tions in the construction sector. This agenda includes: the introduction of the Building Control 
(Amendment) Regulations 2014, which require greater accountability in relation to compliance 
with Building Regulations in the form of  statutory certification; working closely with the Lo-
cal Government Management Agency on the oversight and  governance of the local author-
ity Building Control System to improve its effectiveness; and progressing primary legislation, 
the Building Control (Construction Industry Register Ireland) Bill 2017.

17/04/2018WROOOO01900Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

17/04/2018WROOOO020001609. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when funding regarding the local infrastructure housing activation fund will be 
made available in view of the fact that south County Kildare needs funding for a new bridge. 
[16381/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The funding of transport infrastructure in general is a matter within the remit of my colleague, 
the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  The planning, design and implementation of 
individual road projects on national roads are a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under 
the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the relevant local authority.  For regional and 
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local roads, it is a matter for each respective local authority.

The Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) is a key element of Pillar 3 
of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing & Homelessness. The objective of the Fund 
is to provide public off-site infrastructure to relieve critical infrastructure blockages to enable 
the accelerated delivery of housing on key development sites in Dublin and in urban areas of 
high demand for housing. The types of infrastructure being provided can include roads, bridges, 
diversion of powerlines, drainage works as well as public amenities.

Funding is only available under the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund in respect 
of enabling infrastructure which activates or accelerates housing development and which is in 
accordance with the qualifying criteria set down in the call for proposals.  It is not a substitute 
for the normal funding methods for transport infrastructure.

The first call for proposals under LIHAF was issued to all local authorities in August 2016. 
Kildare County Council submitted 7 proposals in respect of Naas, Kildare, Maynooth, New-
bridge, Celbridge, Leixlip and Sallins.  Kildare County Council received approval for the pro-
posals at Maynooth, Naas and Sallins, which have an aggregate allocation of €21.4 million.

As part of Budget 2018, I announced that an additional €50 million Exchequer funding will 
be available for a second LIHAF call, to be made shortly.  It will be open to all local authorities, 
including Kildare, to submit new projects or resubmit previous projects for consideration at that 
time, provided they meet the criteria for the Fund.

17/04/2018WROOOO02200Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

17/04/2018WROOOO023001610. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment to outline his plans to provide funding to extend the Clane ring road, County Kildare in 
view of the increased number of housing units being developed in the town; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16386/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO02400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The funding of transport infrastructure in general is a matter within the remit of my colleague, 
the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  The planning, design and implementation of 
individual road projects on national roads are a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under 
the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the relevant local authority. For regional and lo-
cal roads, it is a matter for each respective local authority.

The Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) is a key element of Pillar 3 
of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing & Homelessness. The objective of the Fund 
is to provide public off-site infrastructure to relieve critical infrastructure blockages to enable 
the accelerated delivery of housing on key development sites in Dublin and in urban areas of 
high demand for housing. The types of infrastructure being provided can include roads, bridges, 
diversion of powerlines, drainage works as well as public amenities.

The first call for proposals under LIHAF was issued to all local authorities in August 2016. 
Kildare County Council submitted 7 proposals in respect of Naas, Kildare, Maynooth, New-
bridge, Celbridge, Leixlip and Sallins.  Kildare County Council received approval for the pro-
posals at Maynooth, Naas and Sallins, which have an aggregate Exchequer allocation of €21.4 
million. No proposal was received in respect of extending the Clane Ring Road at that time.

As part of Budget 2018, I announced that an additional €50 million Exchequer funding 
will be available for a second LIHAF call, with a further €17 million to be contributed by local 
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authorities. I anticipate that there will be a further call for proposals under phase 2 of LIHAF 
shortly.  It will be open to all local authorities, including Kildare County Council, to submit 
new projects or resubmit previous projects for consideration at that time, provided they meet 
the criteria for the Fund.

17/04/2018WROOOO02500Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WROOOO026001611. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment to set out the number of clerical officers and clerical assistants in his Department on 
temporary contracts by years of service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in 
the Civil Service when they have served a fixed period; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16433/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO02700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
There are currently two Temporary Clerical Officers employed in my Department.  Both are 
employed on three month contracts with the option to extend for two additional three month 
periods subject to business needs.  Both were recruited through a competition run by the Public 
Appointments Service and, in line with the terms and conditions of the competition, the assign-
ments are to temporary positions only with no entitlement to a permanent position.

17/04/2018WROOOO02800Home Loan Scheme

17/04/2018WROOOO029001612. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a copy of the credit policy 2018 which is used in respect of the Rebuilding Ireland home 
loan scheme will be provided; the reason the credit policy is not publicly available in order that 
persons can understand the criteria by which their applications are being assessed under the 
scheme; and the reason he has requested that this information not be made public; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16440/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO03000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Credit Policy 2018, which has been in operation since 1 
February 2018, was issued in accordance with the Housing (Rebuilding Ireland Home Loans) 
Regulations 2018, which set out the regulatory framework for the operation of the Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan scheme. This document replaces the credit policy that was in place for the 
local authority lending schemes that were replaced by the new home loan scheme.

The revised credit policy is designed as an internal document to provide written guidance 
to local authorities for the processing of loan applications and the making of loans under the 
Regulations. Decisions by local authorities as to whether to advance a loan to an individual are 
taken on a case-by-case basis within the criteria as set out in the credit policy.

The scheme enables local authorities to act as lenders of last resort to individuals who can-
not access a mortgage from a commercial lender in order to purchase a home. As such, the 
policy is a commercially sensitive document, as would be the case with any other lender. There-
fore, it would not be in the public interest to publish it, as this would conflict with the economic 
interests of the State, and could seriously compromise the ability of local authorities to lend in 
an effective manner or otherwise impair their functions in this regard.

On this basis, I intend to continue the policy which has been in place in relation to credit 
policies that governed previous local authority loan schemes, and treat it as confidential.
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17/04/2018WROOOO03100Social and Affordable Housing Provision

17/04/2018WROOOO032001613. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment to explain the reason for the delay in publishing the revised local authority social hous-
ing construction targets; if they will be published; and, if so, when they will be published. 
[16455/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO033001615. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment to explain the reason for the delay in publishing the quarter 1 2018 social housing con-
struction pipeline report; if this report will be published; and if so, when it will be published. 
[16457/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1613 and 1615 together.

At the second Housing Summit, held in January of this year, I asked each local authority 
Chief Executive to furnish a report, confirming and setting out how their local authority in-
tended to deliver on its social housing targets over the coming years.

My Department has reviewed these returns, re-calibrated 2018 targets for each local author-
ity having regard to the overall national ambition and also housing capacity at local level.  I 
will be publishing the outcome of this exercise shortly, which will include details of individual 
local authority social housing targets for build, acquisition and leasing over the course of 2018-
2021.

The process involved reconciliation and comparison with the 2017 social housing output 
and involved significant analysis of the construction pipeline currently in place, particularly 
the pipeline of projects on-site and due for delivery in 2018. Given the detail, and volume of 
projects involved, this exercise was necessarily time consuming.

The Q4 2017 Construction Status Report will be published shortly, along with the final 2017 
Social Housing Output and the outcome of the targets exercise referred to above.

17/04/2018WROOOO03500Construction Industry

17/04/2018WROOOO036001614. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment to outline the reason for the delay in publishing the reports by the Housing Agency and 
his Department regarding construction sector costs; if both reports will be published; and, if so, 
when they will be published. [16456/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO03700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Under the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan, my De-
partment committed to undertaking a detailed analysis, in conjunction with the construction 
sector, to benchmark housing delivery input costs in Ireland, in order to facilitate an increased 
level of housing output.

To advance this work, a working group, chaired by my Department, was established specifi-
cally to review the delivery costs and viability for affordable residential developments in the 
domestic market. In parallel, the Housing Agency carried out a comparative analysis of inter-
national construction costs.

In addition, arising from the initial findings of the review of delivery costs and viability 
for affordable residential developments and in the interest of improving the viability of apart-



Questions - Written Answers

758

ment development in our cities and towns, I established a working group, in October 2017, to 
undertake a focused review of the 2015 Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New 
Apartments – Guidelines for Planning Authorities. A cost analysis was carried out on the chang-
es to the guidelines, which were published last month.

The groups working on the various reports have completed the three pieces of analysis and 
the individual reports involved: review of Delivery Costs and Viability for Affordable Residen-
tial Developments; cost analysis of the updated Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards 
for New Apartments, Guidelines for Planning Authorities; and comparison of Residential Con-
struction Costs in Ireland to other European Countries.  The reports were published by my De-
partment on 12 April 2018 and are available on my Department’s website at the following link: 
http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/rebuilding-ireland/construction/minister-eoghan-murphy-
publishes-analyses-cost-delivering.

  Question No. 1615 answered with Question No. 1613.

17/04/2018WROOOO03900Traveller Accommodation

17/04/2018WROOOO040001616. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment to outline the status of the establishment of the expert group on the Traveller accommoda-
tion programmes. [16458/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO04100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In line with the commitment in Rebuilding Ireland, in 2017 the 
Housing Agency commissioned an expert, independent review of funding for traveller-specific 
accommodation to date.  This review had regard to targets contained in the local authority 
Traveller Accommodation Programmes and actual units delivered, the current status of accom-
modation funded and funding provided for accommodation maintenance and other supports.

Following its consideration of the review, the National Traveller Accommodation Consulta-
tive Committee agreed to the establishment of an Expert Group to examine and make recom-
mendations on issues regarding Traveller accommodation policy, strategy and implementation.  
The Committee has played a key role in determining the terms of reference for the Expert 
Group, which I understand are near finalisation.  It is my intention to establish the group as soon 
as possible with a view to it concluding its work within a short timeframe.  My Department will 
consider any recommendations made by the Expert Group to improve the delivery of Traveller 
accommodation nationally and to ensure that full use is made of the increasing level of funding 
available for investment in Traveller accommodation.

17/04/2018WROOOO04200Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

17/04/2018WROOOO043001617. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment to set out the criteria used by his Department and local authorities to determine if appli-
cants for the local infrastructure housing activation fund required the funding from a project 
activation point of view; and if some of the projects awarded funding in the final 30 contracts 
would have proceeded in a similar timeframe without LIHAF funding. [16459/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The objective of the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) is to provide pub-
lic off-site enabling infrastructure to relieve critical infrastructure blockages to activate key 
development sites to bring forward housing quickly.  The infrastructure will be built by Local 
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Authorities and will be for the use of the general public.

All proposals for funding under LIHAF were evaluated and assessed in line with the criteria 
set out in Appendix 1 to the original Call for Proposals.  These criteria were: Project Proposal 
and Link to Housing Delivery; Innovation and Collaboration; Strategic Fit; Financial Package 
and Prudence; and Delivery. The detailed criteria are available at www.rebuildingireland.ie/
lihaf/.

In relation to the 30 approved projects, they have been approved for funding on the basis 
that the public infrastructure being provided will ensure that the delivery of housing on the as-
sociated development sites will be activated and accelerated.

When the proposals were submitted, the local authorities advised that there was a signifi-
cant infrastructure blockage that would delay the development of housing. I am satisfied that 
the delivery of housing will, therefore, be significantly accelerated by removal of infrastructure 
blockages through up-front funding of enabling works as a result of LIHAF funding, particu-
larly in those cases where the Local Authority involvement has contributed to overcoming com-
plex issues such as multiple land ownerships and external access to development sites.

17/04/2018WROOOO04500Home Loan Scheme

17/04/2018WROOOO046001618. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when a decision on an application by a person (details supplied) under the Rebuilding 
Ireland home loan scheme will issue. [16600/18]

17/04/2018WROOOO04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is operated directly by local authorities and the final deci-
sion on loan approval is a matter for each local authority and its Credit Committee.  Decisions 
on all housing loan applications are made on a case-by-case basis.  These decisions must be 
made in accordance with the statutory credit policy that underpins the scheme in order to ensure 
consistency of treatment for all applicants.

As such, my Department has no role in the processing of individual applications. Therefore, 
in this instance, the applicant should contact their local authority directly for an update regard-
ing their application.

Loan applicants who are dissatisfied with a loan application decision of a local authority 
Credit Committee may appeal that decision to the local authority. Details of the appeals process 
can be obtained from the relevant local authority.

17/04/2018WRPPPP00200State Properties Data

17/04/2018WRPPPP003001619. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of State owned properties in each county including property owned by local 
authorities; the acreage of land owned by the State in each county; the acreage of land owned 
by the State in each county that is suitable for residential construction; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16624/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Office of Public Works (OPW) has the central role in managing the State’s diverse property 
portfolio, and is responsible for co-ordinating policy in maintaining and efficiently organising 
the property asset portfolio of the State.  
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While my Department does not collate the information sought in relation to lands in the 
ownership of local authorities, all local authorities are required to record assets, including 
all land assets, in their annual Statement of Financial Position (Balance Sheet), in accordance 
with the Local Authority Accounting in Ireland Code of Practice and Accounting Regulations.

The active management of the publicly-owned housing land bank is part of a range of com-
plementary actions being progressed under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing 
and Homelessness, designed to accelerate and increase housing output.  Working with local 
authorities and the Housing Agency, my Department has collated details of local authority lands 
acquired for housing purposes.  To this end, details of some 1,700 hectares of land in local 
authority and Housing Agency ownership were published on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing 
Land Map, with the potential to deliver some 42,500 homes nationally. In addition, 30 sites 
(covering some 200 hectares), which are owned by State or semi-State bodies and deemed suit-
able for housing purposes, were also mapped.  These mapped sites can be viewed at the follow-
ing link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/.   

Local authorities are also required to confirm and update the data on a quarterly basis to 
ensure that the information held on this mapping database is fully up to date. 

The delivery of additional social and affordable homes, to buy or rent, will rely on the State 
developing the full potential of its residential land bank. Following the second Housing Summit 
with local authority Chief Executives in January 2018, local authorities were asked to submit 
their plans to develop their land bank for social and wider housing development, including an 
outline of their respective proposed affordable housing programmes and to indicate their social 
housing delivery for 2018 and 2019-2021. My Department is currently working through these 
returns and I will be announcing delivery targets for all local authorities shortly.

Finally, from a longer-term strategic perspective, as part of Project Ireland 2040, the Gov-
ernment announced on 16 February its intention to establish a new National Regeneration and 
Development Agency, which will have a role in managing the State’s wider publicly-owned 
land bank to ensure that overall development needs, including housing, are met. The new Agen-
cy will work closely with local authorities, Government Departments, Agencies and other State 
and semi-State bodies to secure the best use of public lands and ensure the delivery on the ob-
jectives of the National Planning Framework and the National Development Plan.

  Question No. 1620 answered with Question No. 1496.

  Question No. 1621 answered with Question No. 1530.

17/04/2018WRPPPP00700Repair and Leasing Scheme

17/04/2018WRPPPP008001622. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to reform the repair and leasing scheme; the annual target for units; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16630/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP00900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) was initially piloted in Carlow and Waterford and the 
pilot has been rolled out nationally since 23 February 2017. The scheme is one of a suite of 
measures available to local authorities to bring vacant properties back into use. 

Since the national roll out, my Department has been working intensively with local authori-
ties and Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) to implement the scheme. There have been a num-
ber of national and local press advertising initiatives, as well as targeted online promotion, in 
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an effort to ensure that property owners who can avail of the scheme are aware of the benefits.

By the end of 2017, a total of 820 applications had been received under the scheme. Local 
authorities were engaging with the property owners in relation to 573 properties, 31 agree-
ments for lease had been signed and 9 social housing homes had been delivered and tenanted. A 
detailed breakdown of the RLS scheme data up to end Q4 2017 is available on my Department’s 
website at the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.

The nature of the RLS means that the period leading up to the signing of contracts, which 
entails sourcing and inspecting the properties, and negotiation with owners, is the slowest part 
of the process. All local authorities are active in sourcing and identifying potential properties 
and it is expected that significant numbers of contracts will be entered into once that process is 
complete. Once contracts are signed, delivery is estimated at between 2 and 6 months, a fraction 
of the time involved for a capital acquisition or build project.

Feedback from local authorities indicates that, in many cases, properties requiring extensive 
repair work, and therefore not suitable for the RLS, have been secured under the Buy and Re-
new Scheme which facilitates local authorities or AHBs to purchase vacant properties for social 
housing use. In addition, anecdotal evidence suggests that the levels of vacancy recorded as part 
of Census 2016 have significantly reduced in the interim, particularly in urban areas like Dublin 
where many previously vacant homes have since been occupied. 

It is clear that by the end of 2017, RLS had not yet delivered the level of new social housing 
homes envisaged. I reviewed the operation of the scheme, as part of the review of Rebuilding 
Ireland, and concluded that the scheme has significant potential but there are areas where it can 
be improved to make it more attractive and effective. Accordingly, from 1 February 2018, a 
number of key changes were made to the scheme. These include:

- a reduction in the minimum lease term required from 10 to 5 years;

- increasing the proportion of market rent available to property owners where they take on 
more responsibilities under the tenancy, meaning that up to 92% of market rent will be avail-
able; and

- provision of additional funding for property owners, over and above the current €40,000 
limit, where the dwelling is a bedsit type dwelling being brought into compliance with the Stan-
dards for Rented Houses Regulations and made available for social housing. 

I am making €32 million available for the scheme in 2018 and I expect local authorities 
and AHBs to continue to implement the scheme locally.   

Over the period 2016 to 2021, the national target is for the delivery of an additional 50,000 
social housing homes through Build, Acquisition and Leasing Schemes. The ambition is for 
33,500 of these homes to be delivered through new build programmes including Part V; for 
6,500 to be delivered through Acquisition programmes including the Housing Agency Acquisi-
tion Programme; and for the remaining 10,000 homes to be delivered under a range of leasing 
initiatives including the RLS. It is expected that the RLS will deliver up to 3,500 homes over 
the lifetime of Rebuilding Ireland, with a target of 800 to be delivered in 2018.

In January 2018, I asked all local authorities to provide a detailed report of their social 
housing delivery profiles out to 2021. These returns are currently being analysed with a view to 
issuing local authority targets under the heading of Build, Acquisition and Leasing very shortly.
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  Question No. 1623 answered with Question No. 1603.

17/04/2018WRPPPP01100Housing Data

17/04/2018WRPPPP012001624. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the expected number of affordable homes under the Rebuilding Ireland home loan 
scheme to be completed in 2018; the number completed to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16632/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The new Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is designed to enable credit-worthy first-time buyers 
to access sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable 
price range. The scheme is targeted at first-time buyers who have access to an adequate deposit 
and have the capacity to repay a mortgage, but who are unable to access a mortgage sufficient 
for them to purchase their first home.

Other aspects of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness are 
more directly designed to address the delivery of more affordable homes. This is a major pri-
ority for Government, focusing in particular on the cities of Dublin, Galway and Cork, where 
people are facing the greatest affordability challenge. In addition to ramping up supply of new 
homes to meet demand across all tenures, it is also intended that increased delivery of homes at 
more affordable prices will involve local authorities developing their own residential land bank, 
comprising some 1,700 hectares, to its full potential.

I am providing Exchequer funding of €25 million, over 2018 and 2019, as a key contribution 
towards the delivery of more affordable housing, through the provision of on-site infrastructure 
to help reduce overall costs. A second tranche of the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation 
Fund (LIHAF) with a total public fund of €67m, will also help fund enabling works for strategi-
cally located sites with an appropriate cost reduction on new homes facilitated.

I expect that in the region of 3,000 new affordable homes can be made available through a 
range of schemes and initiatives, with the long-term ambition for some 10,000 additional af-
fordable homes to be provided for sale or rent, as these and other affordable initiatives are rolled 
out.

17/04/2018WRPPPP01400Home Loan Scheme

17/04/2018WRPPPP015001625. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 636 and 642 of 27 March 2018, if continuous em-
ployment as outlined on the website refers to full-time contious employment but not considered 
permanent employment. [16633/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is targeted at first-time buyers who wish to own their own 
home, have access to an adequate deposit and have the capacity to repay a mortgage, but who 
are unable to access a mortgage sufficient for them to purchase their first home.  As with the 
previous local authority loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is available to first-
time buyers only, to ensure the effective targeting of limited resources.

The primary earner on the application must have at least two years’ continuous employment  
and the second applicant must have continuous employment for at least one year. Both self-
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employment and employment with a number of different employers can be counted as part of 
this continuous employment.

Full details of the loan’s eligibility criteria and other information are available from the 
dedicated Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan website http://rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie/.

17/04/2018WRPPPP01700Commencement of Legislation

17/04/2018WRPPPP018001626. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when section 28(1) of the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Ten-
ancies Act 2016 will be commenced; and the reason for the delay. [16669/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
I refer to my reply to Question No. 629 of 27 March 2018 in this matter.  The position is un-
changed.

17/04/2018WRPPPP02000Housing Data

17/04/2018WRPPPP021001627. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of residential units built by each local authority in each of the years 2012 to 
2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16685/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Detailed data in relation to local authority construction for the years 2012 to 2016 is avail-
able on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/attachments/1b1-la-bld-by-area_10.xlsx.

In January 2017, I published details of the 2017 provisional social housing outputs, includ-
ing details as to the number of social housing homes constructed in 2017. During last year, just 
under 26,000 households had their social housing need met, well ahead of the target of just over 
21,000. Details are available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/2017-social-housing-output-figures-published/.

The 2017 full year local authority construction outturn figures are currently being verified 
and finalised and will be published shortly. Details of the number of residential homes built by 
each local authority in 2018 will be published in the normal way in due course.

17/04/2018WRPPPP02300Tenant Purchase Scheme Review

17/04/2018WRPPPP024001628. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the review of the new tenant purchase scheme will be finalised; the changes which 
are proposed as a result of the review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16820/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
line with the commitment given in Rebuilding Ireland, a review of the first 12 months of the 
Tenant Purchase Scheme’s operation has been undertaken. The review has incorporated analy-
sis of comprehensive data received from local authorities regarding the operation of the scheme 
during 2016 and a wide-ranging public consultation process which took place in 2017 and saw 
submissions received from individuals, elected representatives and organisations.
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The review is now complete and a full report has been prepared setting out findings and 
recommendations. In finalising the report some further inter-Departmental consultation was 
necessary and due consideration had to be given to possible implementation arrangements. 
These matters are now almost completed and I expect to be in a position to publish the outcome 
of the review shortly.

17/04/2018WRPPPP02600Commemorative Events

17/04/2018WRPPPP027001629. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to make 6 December a national holiday to commemorate the signing of the Articles of 
Agreement for a Treaty Between Great Britain and Ireland in 1921 (details supplied). [15082/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP02800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921 was signed on 6th December by the British and Irish delegates in 
London in the aftermath of the truce which ended the War of Independence.  The signing of the 
1921 Treaty is recognised as one of the seminal moments on Ireland’s journey towards self-
determination and independence. 

The Expert Advisory Group on Commemorations is currently finalising the advice that 
it will provide to Government to inform how the State will approach the remembrance of 
these complex and sensitive events over the remainder of the Decade of Centenaries.  The 
State’s approach to the appropriate remembrance of this difficult period in our history will be 
guided at all times by the expertise of the Advisory Group and the principles expressed in the 
Group’s Second Statement, which can be found on my Department’s website.  

My Department will continue to consult and collaborate with relevant stakeholders, includ-
ing the local authority network, in developing the State commemorative programme over the 
remainder of the Decade.

17/04/2018WRPPPP02900National Parks and Wildlife Service

17/04/2018WRPPPP030001630. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of times planning applications have been referred to the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service, NPWS, for comment as a prescribed body under planning and development legislation 
since the introduction of designated area tracking system within the NPWS. [16137/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP031001631. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of planning application referrals to the National Parks and Wildlife Service, NPWS, 
since the introduction of the designated area tracking system, by county. [16138/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP032001632. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of planning applications referrals that have been have been granted or returned with no 
comment by the National Parks and Wildlife Service, NPWS. [16139/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP03300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1630 to 1632, inclusive, together.

The granting of planning permission is a matter in the first instance for the planning authori-
ties and I have no role in this regard.  Up to 10th  April, 2018, 35,016 planning applications 
were referred to the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of my Department in my role 
as a prescribed body under the Planning and Development Acts since the introduction of the 
Development Application Tracking System in 2005. The following table sets out the referrals 
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by county.

Where the NPWS of my Department has no observations to make on a planning application 
referred to me in my role as a prescribed body under the Planning Acts e.g. where the matter is 
not relevant to NPWS, no response will issue to the planning authority concerned in that regard. 
Given the number of referrals since 2005, it is not possible to collate this data set. 

Table 1: NPWS figures for referrals 2005-2018

County Total
An Bord Pleanála 117
Carlow 391
Cavan 809
Clare 1700
Cork 1582
Donegal 5388
Dublin City 574
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 339
Fingal 321
South Dublin 166
Galway 3412
Kerry 1555
Kildare 779
Kilkenny 626
Laois 447
Leitrim 838
Limerick 757
Longford 307
Louth 488
Mayo 3785
Meath 1410
Monaghan 381
Offaly 1064
Roscommon 538
Sligo 1763
Tipperary 803
Waterford 745
Westmeath 1254
Wexford 909
Wicklow 1762
OPW 6
Total 35016

17/04/2018WRPPPP03600Special Areas of Conservation

17/04/2018WRPPPP037001633. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
mechanism available to protect a priority habitat as defined in the habitats directive in view of 
the fact that National Parks and Wildlife Service has ceased designating further special areas of 
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conservation, SAC; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16147/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP03800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Ireland 
has identified 439 sites for protection as special areas of conservation under the EU Habitats 
Directive and 154 sites for protection  as special protection areas under the Birds Directive. 
These are known as Natura 2000 sites. Particular attention was paid to the protection of the best 
examples of priority habitat in the designation of Natura sites.

The designation process is almost complete although the National Raised Bog Special Areas 
of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022 includes proposals to designate two new special 
areas of conservation, which are more than 50 per cent owned by Bord na Móna. 

Given the comprehensive network of protected sites already in place in Ireland in accor-
dance with the Nature Directives, I currently have no further plans to propose sites for designa-
tion as special areas of conservation or special protection areas.

A habitat may also be afforded protection in a county development plan, or it may be pro-
tected from certain threats through the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive  process, or 
under other environmental legislation.

Ireland’s network of Natura 2000 sites is complemented by Natural Heritage Areas under 
the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000. There are 148 Natural Heritage Areas (all bog sites) desig-
nated in accordance with the provisions of that Act.  In addition, there are 630 proposed natural 
heritage areas. While a review of these sites is an action included in the National Biodiversity 
Action Plan 2017-2022, this will not take place in the immediate future, having regard to the 
resources available to my Department. Although proposed natural heritage area sites are not 
subject to designation under the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000, they are recognised in many 
local authority development plans.

17/04/2018WRPPPP03900Departmental Schemes

17/04/2018WRPPPP040001634. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the grants available to assist an individual to renovate a 100 year old property which was left to 
them by a family member; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16653/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP04100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Finan-
cial support is provided by my Department through a number of schemes for the conservation 
and protection of historic buildings. These schemes are administered by local authorities and 
include the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and the Structures at Risk Fund. 

Projects to be funded under these schemes in 2018 were announced recently and details are 
available on all local authority websites and on my Department’s website. While the closing 
date for the 2018 schemes has now passed, my Department remains in contact with local au-
thorities throughout the year to ensure the best possible use of funding, including by reallocat-
ing funds when, for example, projects do not go ahead.

In the context of a particular building, the best advice may be to contact the Architectural 
Conservation Officer or Heritage Officer in the local authority who will be able to advise on the 
various types of funding available to assist with the building.

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage.
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17/04/2018WRPPPP04200National Monuments

17/04/2018WRPPPP043001635. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
will designate Emmett Hall, Inchicore, as a national monument in view of the role played by 
the building in the period 1913 to 1916. [15118/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP044001636. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if her attention has been drawn to correspondence sent to a number of Deputies (details 
supplied); her plans to review same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15119/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP045001649. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to designate a building (details supplied) as a national monument; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15904/18]

17/04/2018WRPPPP04600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1635, 1636 and 1649 together.

The importance of Emmet Hall stems from its role as the home of 1916 leader Michael Mal-
lin who was one of the major figures of the 1916 Rising. His part n the insurrection and in the 
republican movement at the time is undoubtedly more than worthy of remembrance and com-
memoration.  The immensely successful 1916 Commemorations that took place nationwide in 
the centenary year included the creation of permanent tributes to many of those who, like Com-
mandant Mallin, had fought, and in his case died, during the Rising.

Over a thousand national monuments are in State care under the National Monuments 1930 
- 2004, the vast majority of which are archaeological structures or features pre-dating the year 
1700.  This reflects the core focus of the Acts on ancient archaeological remains rather than on 
buildings of a historic nature but of relatively much more recent origin. There is, of course, also 
the input of significant financial resources that is required to ensure the proper management and 
maintenance of these national monuments that are already in State care.  

The decision for the State to take action under the National Monuments Acts in relation 
to the buildings at Nos. 14 – 17 Moore Street, which might be seen as somewhat comparable 
to Emmet Hall, was strongly influenced by the fact that these buildings had played a very di-
rect, distinct and significant role in the Rising itself.  One of the key and defining moments of 
the insurrection, the decision to surrender, happened in No. 16 and, at one point, the buildings 
also accommodated several hundred insurgents who had escaped from the GPO. Other factors 
in that decision were that these were also the most complete and original pre-1916 buildings 
on the street, that they contained physical evidence of the presence of the rebels in the form of 
the openings cut through the buildings as they made their way up Moore Street from their entry 
point at No. 10 and that a particular opportunity had emerged for the State to gain ownership on 
an agreed basis in time for the 1916 Centenary through the involvement of the National Asset 
Management Agency. 

Emmet Hall is outside the normal framework that would determine that a individual build-
ing constituted a national monument that warranted a Preservation Order being placed on it 
under the National Monument Acts at this particular time. Such powers are intended to preserve 
monuments that are at grave and immediate risk of destruction and were primarily devised to 
protect archaeological sites or ancient ruinous remains from being irreparably  damaged.  The 
Moore Street buildings were significantly run down and were at risk of being demolished to 
facilitate wider redevelopment proposals. Neither do the other special circumstances I have 
outlined in relation to Moore Street apply to an equivalent extent in relation to Emmet Hall, im-
portant though it may be in its own right.  
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I understand that a proposal to develop the rear of Emmet Hall, which is still in use, is cur-
rently the subject of an appeal to An Bord Pleanála and it would not therefore be appropriate 
for me comment on that aspect of the case. I would, however, point to the Register of Protected 
Structures (RPS) as provided for in the Planning and Development Acts which allows local 
authorities to consider the future of historic buildings, including those in current use.  Part IV of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, gives primary responsibility to planning 
authorities to identify and protect the architectural heritage by adding particular structures on 
the RPS.  Inclusion on the RPS places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected 
structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with development proposals af-
fecting them in order to safeguard their future. The addition of a structure to the Record of 
Protected Structures is a reserved function of the members of the relevant planning authority.

17/04/2018WRQQQQ00300Appointments to State Boards Data

17/04/2018WRQQQQ004001637. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
details of all State board appointments since the general election in 2016; the person who rec-
ommended each appointment; the credentials of those appointed; if the vacancy was publicly 
advertised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15171/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ00500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
advised that all appointments to State boards under the aegis of my Department since the Gen-
eral Election in 2016 are as set out in the following table. The Public Appointments Service 
(PAS) operates a dedicated website, www.stateboards.ie, through which it advertises such va-
cancies.  Since this website was set up in 2014 it has consistently been used by my Department 
to identify suitably qualified members of the public who are interested in serving on boards 
under my remit. Candidates must meet specific and detailed criteria that I have determined, in 
consultation with the relevant Chair, as necessary for the effective performance of the Board. 
These are then agreed with PAS and details of vacancies, essential and desirable requirements 
for the role(s) and the application process are published. Applications are assessed by an expert 
panel established by PAS and a list of suitably qualified candidates is proposed from which the 
Minister selects Board appointees 

There are a number of specific exceptions from these arrangements including the appoint-
ment of members to a Board on an ex officio basis and nominations by a third party organisation 
such as a local authority and these are also listed in the following table. Appointments to boards 
of North/South bodies are also exempt from this process and are made by the North South Min-
isterial Council, on the basis of 50:50 nominations from each jurisdiction.

State Board Name Position Date Ap-
pointed

Date Reap-
pointed

Expiry Date Appointment 
Type

Arts Council Helen Shaw Board Mem-
ber

14/12/2016 13/12/2021 PAS Process

Arts Council Loughlin 
Deegan

Board Mem-
ber

14/12/2016 13/12/2021 PAS Process

Arts Council Martina 
Moloney

Board Mem-
ber

14/12/2016 13/12/2021 PAS Process

Arts Council Paddy Gla-
ckin

Board Mem-
ber

14/12/2016 13/12/2021 PAS Process

Arts Council Pádraig Ó 
Duinnín

Board Mem-
ber

14/12/2016 13/12/2021 PAS Process

Arts Council Damien 
Downes*

Board Mem-
ber

14/12/2016 10/10/2017 PAS Process
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State Board Name Position Date Ap-
pointed

Date Reap-
pointed

Expiry Date Appointment 
Type

Crawford Art 
Gallery

Josephine 
Browne

BoardMem-
ber

15/03/2017 14/03/2022 PAS Process

Crawford Art 
Gallery

Catherine 
Hammond

BoardMem-
ber

15/03/2017 14/03/2022 PAS Process

Crawford Art 
Gallery

Karen Kelly BoardMem-
ber

15/03/2017 14/03/2022 PAS Process

Crawford Art 
Gallery

Rose 
McHugh

Chairperson 15/03/2017 14/03/2022 PAS Process

Crawford Art 
Gallery

Frank Nyhan BoardMem-
ber

15/03/2017 14/03/2022 PAS Process

Crawford Art 
Gallery

Gareth 
O’Callaghan

BoardMem-
ber

15/03/2017 14/03/2022 PAS Process

Crawford Art 
Gallery

Barrie 
O’Connell

BoardMem-
ber

15/03/2017 14/03/2022 PAS Process

Crawford Art 
Gallery

Eamonn 
Maxwell*

BoardMem-
ber

15/03/2017 16/05/2017 PAS Process

Heritage 
Council

Brian Walsh Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2016 19/07/2020 PAS Process

Heritage 
Council

Finnuala 
May

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2016 19/07/2020 PAS Process

Heritage 
Council

Ivor 
McElveen

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2016 19/07/2020 PAS Process

Heritage 
Council

Jane Max-
well

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2016 19/07/2020 PAS Process

Heritage 
Council

Kieran 
Coughlan

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2016 19/07/2020 PAS Process

Heritage 
Council

Marie 
Bourke

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2016 19/07/2020 PAS Process

Heritage 
Council

Mary C. 
Gallagher

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2016 19/07/2020 PAS Process

Heritage 
Council

Miriam Fitz-
patrick

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2016 19/07/2020 PAS Process

Heritage 
Council

Muiris 
O’Sullivan

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2016 19/07/2020 PAS Process

Heritage 
Council

Sinead Mc-
Cartan

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2016 19/07/2020 PAS Process

Irish Film 
Board

Larry Bass Board Mem-
ber

30/03/2017 29/03/2020 PAS Process

Irish Film 
Board

Mark Fenton Board Mem-
ber

30/03/2017 29/03/2020 PAS Process

Irish Film 
Board

Rachel Ly-
saght

Board Mem-
ber

30/03/2017 29/03/2020 PAS Process

Irish Film 
Board

Kate Mc-
Colgan

Board Mem-
ber

30/03/2017 29/03/2021 PAS Process

Irish Film 
Board

Marian 
Quinn

Board Mem-
ber

30/03/2017 29/03/2021 PAS Process

National 
Archives of 
Ireland

Mr Justice 
John Hedi-
gan

Chairperson 19/07/2017 18/07/2022 PAS Process

National 
Archives of 
Ireland

Hiram Mor-
gan

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2017 18/07/2022 PAS Process
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State Board Name Position Date Ap-
pointed

Date Reap-
pointed

Expiry Date Appointment 
Type

National 
Archives of 
Ireland

Ciara 
Breathnach

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2017 18/07/2022 PAS Process

National 
Archives of 
Ireland

Kieran 
Hoare

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2017 18/07/2022 PAS Process

National 
Archives of 
Ireland

Natalie Har-
rower

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2017 18/07/2022 PAS Process

National 
Archives of 
Ireland

John Gren-
ham

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2017 18/07/2022 PAS Process

National 
Archives of 
Ireland

Elizabeth 
Mullins

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2017 18/07/2022 PAS Process

National 
Archives of 
Ireland

Catriona 
Mulcahy

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2017 18/07/2022 PAS Process

National 
Archives of 
Ireland

Michael 
Nolan

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2017 18/07/2022 PAS Process

National 
Archives of 
Ireland

Stephen Mac 
Eoin

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2017 18/07/2022 PAS Process

National 
Archives of 
Ireland

Brian Mc-
Gee

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2017 18/07/2022 PAS Process

National 
Archives of 
Ireland

Deirdre 
Raftery

Board Mem-
ber

19/07/2017 18/07/2022 PAS Process

Nationa Con-
cert Hall

Maura Mc-
Grath

Chairperson 15/04/2014 24/06/2016 23/06/2021 PAS Process

Nationa Con-
cert Hall

Rebecca 
Gageby 

Board Mem-
ber

15/04/2014 24/06/2016 23/06/2020 PAS Process

Nationa Con-
cert Hall

James Cava-
nagh

Board Mem-
ber

24/06/2016 23/06/2020 PAS Process

Nationa Con-
cert Hall

Gerard Gil-
len

Board Mem-
ber

24/06/2016 23/06/2020 PAS Process

Nationa Con-
cert Hall

Eleanor 
McEvoy

Board Mem-
ber

24/06/2016 23/06/2019 PAS Process

Nationa Con-
cert Hall

Máire 
O’Connor

Board Mem-
ber

24/06/2016 23/06/2021 PAS Process

Nationa Con-
cert Hall

Michael 
O’Donovan

Board Mem-
ber

24/06/2016 23/06/2019 PAS Process

Nationa Con-
cert Hall

John Reyn-
olds

Board Mem-
ber

24/06/2016 23/06/2019 PAS Process

Nationa Con-
cert Hall

Don Thorn-
hill

Board Mem-
ber

24/06/2016 23/06/2021 PAS Process

National 
Gallery of 
Ireland

Michael 
Cush (Chair 
2011-2016)

Board Mem-
ber

22/02/2010 17/11/2016 16/11/2021 PAS Process

National 
Gallery of 
Ireland

Ann Prend-
ergast

Board Mem-
ber

17/11/2016 16/11/2021 PAS Process
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State Board Name Position Date Ap-
pointed

Date Reap-
pointed

Expiry Date Appointment 
Type

National 
Gallery of 
Ireland

Barney 
Whelan

Board Mem-
ber

17/11/2016 15/11/2021 PAS Process

National 
Gallery of 
Ireland

Gary Jermyn Board Mem-
ber

17/11/2016 16/11/2021 PAS Process

National 
Gallery of 
Ireland

Jacqueline 
Hall

Board Mem-
ber

17/11/2016 15/11/2021 PAS Process

National 
Gallery of 
Ireland

Lesley Tully Board Mem-
ber

17/11/2016 15/11/2021 PAS Process

National 
Gallery of 
Ireland

Lynda Car-
roll

Board Mem-
ber

17/11/2016 15/11/2021 PAS Process

National 
Gallery of 
Ireland

Owen Lewis Board Mem-
ber

01/12/2016 N/a Ex-Officio - 
VP, RDS 

National 
Gallery of 
Ireland

Maurice 
Buckley

Board Mem-
ber

12/12/2016 N/a Ex-Officio - 
Chairperson 
OPW 

National 
Gallery of 
Ireland

James Eng-
lish

Board Mem-
ber

05/05/2017 04/05/2020 RHA Nomi-
nee

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Aidan Walsh Board Mem-
ber

06/07/2016 05/07/2021 PAS Process

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Ambrose 
Loughlin

Board Mem-
ber

06/07/2016 05/07/2021 PAS Process

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Andrew 
Power(DR.)

Board Mem-
ber

06/07/2016 05/07/2021 PAS Process

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Catherine 
Heaney

Chairperson 06/07/2016 05/07/2021 PAS Process

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Declan 
Nelson

Board Mem-
ber

06/07/2016 05/07/2021 PAS Process

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Denise Mo-
roney

Board Mem-
ber

06/07/2016 05/07/2021 PAS Process

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

John R. 
Bowen

Board Mem-
ber

06/07/2016 05/07/2021 PAS Process

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Judith Mc-
Carthy

Board Mem-
ber

06/07/2016 05/07/2021 PAS Process

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Lynn Scarff Board Mem-
ber

06/07/2016 05/07/2021 PAS Process

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Mary Crotty Board Mem-
ber

20/01/2011 06/07/2016 05/07/2021 PAS Process
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State Board Name Position Date Ap-
pointed

Date Reap-
pointed

Expiry Date Appointment 
Type

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Virginia 
Teehan

Board Mem-
ber

06/07/2016 05/07/2021 PAS Process

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Gearóid Ó 
Tuathaigh*

Board Mem-
ber

20/01/2011 06/07/2016 18/01/2018 PAS Process

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Ingrid Hook Board Mem-
ber

06/07/2016 05/07/2021 RDS Nomi-
nee

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Kathleen 
James-
Chakraborty
(Prof.)

Board Mem-
ber

06/07/2016 05/07/2021 RIA Nomi-
nee

National 
Museum of 
Ireland

Mary 
O’Dowd 
(Prof.)

Board Mem-
ber

06/07/2016 05/07/2021 RIA Nomi-
nee

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Dáibhí Ó 
Cróinín

Board Mem-
ber

01/02/2014 26/06/2017 10/07/2020 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

James Kelly Board Mem-
ber

01/02/2014 26/06/2017 10/07/2020 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Jane Ohl-
meyer

Board Mem-
ber

01/02/2014 26/06/2017 10/07/2020 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Prof. John 
McCafferty

Chairperson 01/02/2014 26/06/2017 10/07/2022 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Máire Mac 
Conghail

Board Mem-
ber

01/02/2014 26/06/2017 10/07/2020 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Thomas 
O’Connor

Board Mem-
ber

01/02/2014 26/06/2017 10/07/2020 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Dr. Hiram 
Morgan

Board Mem-
ber

26/06/2017 10/07/2022 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Dr. Ciara 
Breathnach

Board Mem-
ber

26/06/2017 10/07/2022 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Dr. Liam 
Chambers

Board Mem-
ber

26/06/2017 10/07/2022 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Ms. Kate 
Manning

Board Mem-
ber

26/06/2017 10/07/2022 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Dr. David 
Hayton

Board Mem-
ber

26/06/2017 10/07/2022 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Dr. Patrick 
Geoghegan

Board Mem-
ber

26/06/2017 10/07/2022 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Prof. Marian 
Lyons

Board Mem-
ber

26/06/2017 10/07/2022 PAS Process
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State Board Name Position Date Ap-
pointed

Date Reap-
pointed

Expiry Date Appointment 
Type

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Prof. Alvin 
Jackson

Board Mem-
ber

26/06/2017 10/07/2022 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Dr. Elva 
Johnston

Board Mem-
ber

26/06/2017 10/07/2022 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Ms. Nicola 
Morris

Board Mem-
ber

26/06/2017 10/07/2022 PAS Process

Irish Manu-
scripts Com-
mission

Mary 
O’Dowd

Board Mem-
ber

01/02/2014 26/06/2017 10/07/2020 PAS Process

Foras na 
Gaeilge

Conor Mc-
Guinness**

Board Mem-
ber

24/06/2016 13/12/2016 23/06/2021 North/South 
Body Ex-
empt

Foras na 
Gaeilge

Barra Ó 
Muirí**

Chairperson 07/07/2016 13/12/2016 06/07/2021 North/South 
Body 

Foras na 
Gaeilge

Máire Ní 
Neachtain**

Board Mem-
ber

13/12/2016 12/12/2020 North/South 
Body

Foras na 
Gaeilge

Mairéad 
Connolly**

Board Mem-
ber

13/12/2016 12/12/2021 North/South 
Body 

Foras na 
Gaeilge

Mairéad Far-
rell**

Board Mem-
ber

13/12/2016 12/12/2021 North/South 
Body 

Foras na 
Gaeilge

Niall Ó Gal-
lochobair**

Board Mem-
ber

13/12/2016 12/12/2021 North/South 
Body 

Foras na 
Gaeilge

Sorcha Ní 
Chéidigh**

Board Mem-
ber

13/12/2016 12/12/2020 North/South 
Body 

Foras na 
Gaeilge

Pól Ó 
Gallchóir**

Chairperson 13/12/2016 12/12/2020 North/South 
Body 

Foras na 
Gaeilge

Rosie Ní 
Laoghaire*

Board Mem-
ber

24/06/2016 12/12/2016 North/South 
Body 

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

Anna Ní 
Ghallachair

Chairperson 20/11/2012 12/01/2018 11/01/2023 PAS Process

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

Eunan Mac 
Cuinneagáin

Board Mem-
ber

20/11/2012 12/01/2018 11/01/2023 PAS Process

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

Ian Mac 
Aindriú

Board Mem-
ber

20/11/2012 12/01/2018 11/01/2023 PAS Process

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

Seosamh Ó 
Laoi

Board Mem-
ber

20/11/2012 12/01/2018 11/01/2023 PAS Process

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

Siobhan 
Seoighe

Board Mem-
ber

22/06/2015 12/01/2018 11/01/2023 PAS Process

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

Mary Uí 
Chadhain

Board Mem-
ber

12/01/2018 11/01/2023 PAS Process

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

Debra Ní 
Shúilleab-
háin

Board Mem-
ber

12/01/2018 11/01/2023 PAS Process

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

John Shé-
amuis Ó 
Fearraigh

Board Mem-
ber

12/01/2018 11/01/2023 Donegal 
CoCo Nomi-
nee

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

Seán Mac 
Congamhna

Board Mem-
ber

12/01/2018 11/01/2023 Mayo CoCo 
Nominee
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State Board Name Position Date Ap-
pointed

Date Reap-
pointed

Expiry Date Appointment 
Type

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

Séamus 
Walsh

Board Mem-
ber

12/01/2018 11/01/2023 Galway 
CoCo Nomi-
nee

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

Séamus 
Cosaí Mac 
Gearailt

Board Mem-
ber

20/11/2012 12/01/2018 11/01/2023 Kerry CoCo 
Nominee

Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

Máire Seo 
Breathnach 

Board Mem-
ber

15/02/2017 14/02/2019 Waterford 
CoCo Nomi-
nee (2yrs)

Ulster-Scots 
Agency

David Mc-
Narry**

Board Mem-
ber

13/12/2016 12/12/2021 North/South 
Body 

Ulster-Scots 
Agency

Julie An-
drews**

Board Mem-
ber

13/12/2016 12/12/2021 North/South 
Body 

Ulster-Scots 
Agency

Iain Carl-
isle**

Board Mem-
ber

13/12/2016 12/12/2021 North/South 
Body 

Ulster-Scots 
Agency

Keith 
Gamble**

Chairperson 13/12/2016 12/12/2021 North/South 
Body

*Have resigned their positions on State Boards

**Appointments to boards of North/South bodies are made by the North South Ministerial 
Council, on the basis of 50:50 nominations from each jurisdiction.

17/04/2018WRQQQQ00600Consultancy Contracts Data

17/04/2018WRQQQQ007001638. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
amount of expenditure on consultancy by her Department in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the 
number of consultants engaged by her Department in those years; the names of the consultancy 
companies awarded contracts; and the steps that have been taken to reduce the expenditure on 
consultancy and the reliance on consultants by her Department in these years and for the future. 
[15198/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ00800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Expen-
diture on consultancy from the administrative budget of my Department  was €33,937 in 2015 
and €2,514 in 2016 with no such expenditure in 2017.

The consultancies commissioned for the period in question are set out in the following table.

Commissioned Company Subject of Report
2015 Public Affairs Ireland (PAI) Review of Management   

Structure and Ireland (PAI) 
Grading of   Senior Manage-
ment Posts within Údarás na 
Gaeltachta

2015 Acadamh   na hOllsco-
laíochta Gaeilge

Coimriú ar an tSeirbhís   
Rapporteur don Díospói-
reacht Oscailte ar Pholasaí 
faoin Straitéis Fiche   Bliain 
don Ghaeilge, 2010 – 2030
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2016 The Vat Practice To inform administra-
tive   decisions in relation 
to compliance with VAT tax 
obligations 

Contracts for the provision of services are not included in this Table. I would also point 
out that my Department also commissions engineering, environmental and other experts from 
time to time to provide technical reports or activities on specific issues, as required. While the 
providers of these services are consultant engineers, environmental consultants etc. or may de-
scribe themselves in other such terms, their work is not classified as consultancy services and 
is not funded from my Department’s Administrative Budget. Value for money is always a key 
consideration of the Department when engaging consultants.

17/04/2018WRQQQQ00900Waterways Ireland Funding

17/04/2018WRQQQQ010001639. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will provide a breakdown of spending on Waterways Ireland in the past five years. 
[15278/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ01100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Water-
ways Ireland is co-funded by my Department and the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) in 
Northern Ireland. The current expenditure of the body is funded 85% by my Department and 
15% by DfI, which reflects the distribution of the navigable waterways in each jurisdiction. 
Capital expenditure is funded 100% in the jurisdiction in which the capital works are carried 
out.

The amount of funding allocated to Waterways Ireland from my Department’s Vote for each 
of the past five years is set out in the following table:

Year €m Current Capital 
2013 €25.463m €21.292m €4.071m 
2014 €24.183m €20.325m €3.858m 
2015  €23.426m €20.058m €3.368m 
2016  €22.799m €20.119m €2.680m 
2017  €22.859m €20.179m €2.680m 
Waterways Ireland has been allocated €24.106m (Current €20.526m, Capital €3.580m) 

from my Departments Vote for investment in the management, maintenance and development 
of the inland waterways under its control for 2018.

17/04/2018WRQQQQ01200Primary Care Centres Provision

17/04/2018WRQQQQ013001640. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht further to Parliamentary Question No. 389 of 26 September 2017 and further to a request 
made by the HSE to the islands division to acquire an identified site for a replacement primary 
health centre on Inishbofin, County Galway, the progress made on the acquisition of the site; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15313/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ01400Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, in 2017, my Department undertook a public 
consultation process whereby it sought submissions from interested parties in relation to the 
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future use of both Clifden and Inishbofin airstrips and surrounding sites.  A large number of 
submissions were received and these are currently being reviewed by my Department.  As part 
of this process, my Department is assessing a request from the HSE regarding the possibility of 
making available to that body, a site upon which a primary health centre for the island would be 
developed.  A decision on this matter will be made in due course. 

17/04/2018WRQQQQ01500National Monuments

17/04/2018WRQQQQ016001641. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the national monuments located in County Kerry in the care of her Department; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15329/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ01700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): A list of 
the national monuments in Co Kerry that are in my ownership or guardianship as Minister is 
available on my Department’s National Monuments Service website at https://www.archaeol-
ogy.ie/sites/default/files/media/pdf/monuments-in-state-care-kerry.pdf

All of these national monuments are managed and maintained by the Office of Public Works.

17/04/2018WRQQQQ01800Legislative Measures

17/04/2018WRQQQQ019001642. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of pieces of legislation both enacted and published by her Department that originat-
ed in work carried out by the Law Reform Commission in each of the past ten years in tabular 
form; the details of each piece of legislation in the corresponding year; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15344/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ02000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
advised that, during the period in question, my Department has not enacted or published legisla-
tion, which originated from work carried out by the Law Reform Commission.  

17/04/2018WRQQQQ02100Deer Culls

17/04/2018WRQQQQ022001643. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to cull deer in an area (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15607/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ02300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): It should 
be noted that my Department does not own the deer population.  Wild deer in the State are pro-
tected under the Wildlife Acts. They roam freely throughout the countryside and are present in 
many parts of the country. Deer can cover large distances on a daily or seasonal basis in search 
of food. There is a significant challenge in attempting to balance the demands of agriculture, 
forestry and conservation with the need to ensure that deer populations occupying the same 
land resources are managed at sustainable levels, and in a responsible and ethical manner. Ul-
timately, however, where deer species are increasing in range and numbers, depending on the 
annual count and instances of damage caused by deer to habitats (especially woodland), culls 
need to be carried out to ensure that deer populations do not reach levels that would have nega-
tive ecological consequences.

The area referred to by the Deputy is a large tract of land incorporating both private property 
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and state-owned National Park land. Control of deer on private property is the responsibility of 
landowners. Wild deer in the State are protected under the Wildlife Acts, however, there is an 
annual open season during which deer can be legally shot under licence. 

The open season for deer operates generally from 1 September to the last day of February, 
depending on the species and gender of deer. Landowners may also apply to my Department 
for a permission under section 42 of the Wildlife Acts to cull deer where this is necessary out-
side the annual open seasons.  These permissions offer a facility whereby a person can obtain a 
permit, on a case by case basis, to prevent serious damage caused by individual deer on specific 
lands. Permissions are only issued where there is evidence of such damage. My Department 
has granted over 5,000 deer hunting licences for the current deer hunting  season.  Licences are 
issued for an annual period with all licences expiring on 31 July, 2018.

With regard to the National Park in question, my Department actively manages the deer 
populations within the park on an ongoing basis. 97 deer have been culled there this year. 

17/04/2018WRQQQQ02400Gaelscoil Issues

17/04/2018WRQQQQ025001644. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if fund-
ing will be provided to carry out substantial refurbishment works at a school (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15653/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ02600Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): The college to which the Deputy refers in his question has long been recognised 
as an Irish summer college under the Department’s Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge (Irish 
Language Learners’ Scheme) and was, therefore, in receipt of the standard subvention provided 
under the scheme to a number of such residential Irish language summer colleges.

I understand that the possible redevelopment of the building is currently being actively ad-
vanced by the college authorities and, in that regard, that an application for funding has been 
received by my Department. Accordingly, my Department will be seeking to further discuss the 
matter with the college authorities as soon as possible.

Without prejudice to the outcome of those discussions, the Deputy can be assured that the 
college’s application for capital funding will receive careful consideration in accordance with 
the terms of the Public Spending Code.

17/04/2018WRQQQQ02700Architectural Heritage

17/04/2018WRQQQQ028001645. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
there is funding available that a voluntary group can apply for that would assist financially in 
the restoration of a building (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15736/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
building mentioned has been recorded by my Department as being of Regional significance on 
the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage and recommended for inclusion in the Record 
of Protected Structures (RPS) by the planning authority. Inclusion on the RPS places a duty of 
care on the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities a 
number of powers to deal with such structures and safeguard their future. The inclusion of a 
structure on the RPS is a reserved function of the planning authority.
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Financial support is provided by my Department through a number of schemes for the con-
servation and protection of heritage buildings. These schemes are administered by local au-
thorities and include the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and the Structures at Risk Fund. 

Projects to be funded under these schemes in 2018 were announced recently and details are 
available on all local authority websites and on my Department’s website. While the closing 
date for the 2018 schemes has now passed, my Department remains in contact with local au-
thorities throughout the year to ensure the best possible use of funding, including by reallocat-
ing funds when, for example, projects do not go ahead.

In the context of a particular building, the best advice may be to contact the Architectural 
Conservation Officer or Heritage Officer in the local authority who will be able to advise on the 
various types of funding available to assist with the building.

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage.  It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide 
how its funding should be allocated across the range of research, education and conservation 
programmes it supports annually, having regard to competing priorities for limited resources.  
Grant schemes for 2018 are advertised by the Heritage Council on its website www.heritage-
council.ie.

17/04/2018WRQQQQ03000Ministerial Meetings

17/04/2018WRQQQQ031001646. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the dates of meetings held with officials or by officials with other Ministers on the issue of 
funding for a project (details supplied); and the Ministers that were involved in these meetings. 
[15775/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ03200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment continues to engage, through correspondence and discussion, with the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform and with the relevant local authority on the complex issues sur-
rounding the project to which the Deputy refers.  Officials from my Department accompanied 
my predecessor to a meeting with the then Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment in relation to the project in September 2016. 

17/04/2018WRQQQQ03300Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge

17/04/2018WRQQQQ034001647. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén plé atá déanta aici nó ag a Roinn leis an Aire Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son na hAeráide 
agus Comhshaoil maidir le seirbhís iomlán raidió Gaeilge a bheith ar fáil d’aos óg na tire mar 
atá geallta sa Straitéis Fiche Bliain don Ghaeilge.  [15796/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ03500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Tá Raidió Rí-Rá ar an bhfód ón mbliain 2008 agus á mhaoiniú ag mo Roinn ó 
2009 ar aghaidh.  I mbliana, beidh mo Roinn ag cur maoinithe de €75,000 ar fail don stáisiún.  
Díríonn an stáisiún seo ar an aos óg agus cuirtear béim ar cheol phríomh srutha seachas ceol 
ailtéarnach. Tá an stáisiún á chraoladh ar an idirlíon ar feadh 24 uair a chloig in aghaidh an lae 
ó 1 Márta 2008. Tá sé ar fáil ar an bhfeidhimchlár don iFón agus d’Android agus bíonn sé ar fáil 
ar FM ar feadh thréimhsí chomh maith. Tá an líon éisteoirí atá ag an stáisiún ag méadú i gcónaí. 

Is í an aidhm atá ag Raidió Rí-Rá stáisiún raidió náisiúnta lánaimseartha den chéad chaigh-
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deán a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge a bhéas dírithe ar dhaoine óga ar an iliomad ardán. Tagann an 
aidhm seo le cuspóir an Rialtais sa Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030. 

Tá cruinnithe tionólta idir oifigigh mo Roinne agus a gcuid comhghleacaithe sa Roinn Cu-
marsáide agus Gníomhaithe ar son na hAeráide agus Comhshaoil maidir le cur chun cinn an 
stáisiúin.  Anuas air sin, bíonn mo chuid oifigigh i dteagmháil go leanúnach le lucht bainistíoch-
ta Raidió Rí-Rá.  

Tuigim go raibh cruinniú ag lucht Raidió Rí-Rá le mo chomhghleacaí, an tAire Cumarsáide 
agus Gníomhaithe ar son na hAeráide agus Comhshaoil i mí Mheán Fómhair na bliana seo caite 
faoi thodhchaí an stáisiúin agus faoin bhféidearthacht é a chur ag craoladh ar FM go lánaim-
seartha. Tá plé ar bun idir lucht an stáisiúin agus an Roinn sin ó shin. 

Idir an dá linn, tá plé ar bun idir Raidió Rí-Rá agus RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta, RTÉ 2FM 
agus TG4 maidir le bealaí gur féidir le Raidió Rí-Rá comhoibriú leis na stáisiúin seo ar mhaithe 
lena lucht éisteachta a leathnú amach.

17/04/2018WRQQQQ03600Wildlife Control

17/04/2018WRQQQQ037001648. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she will implement measures to control the seagull population in Howth, County Dublin; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [15875/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ03800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment has no statutory function in actually controlling seagull numbers.

The EU Birds Directive allows Member States to make derogations from its protective 
measures in respect of certain wild bird species in certain circumstances – for example, where 
they are causing damage to crops, livestock and fauna or represent a threat to public health or 
safety or to air safety.  The Declarations to implement these derogations are renewed annually 
and an annual review of the Declarations is undertaken prior to their expiry.  The review process 
includes consideration of the views of stakeholders, such as hunting and conservation bodies, 
and airport authorities on the operation of the declarations.     

This review for the period 1 May 2017 to 30 April 2018 took into account the issue of 
seagulls in the North Dublin area especially in Balbriggan which had been the subject of cor-
respondence to my Department from some community groups and other residents which pro-
posed the inclusion of seagull species in the Declaration.    

Following consideration of the matter, the current Declaration, which is effective from 1 
May 2017 to 30 April 2018, includes methods to control seagull species in the Balbriggan area 
for public safety reasons.  The control method can involve the removal of eggs and nests only; 
the culling of seagulls is not permitted.      

These changes were introduced on a one year pilot basis and will be subject to review as part 
of a wider comprehensive review of the operation of the derogations this year.  This compre-
hensive review will take account of all relevant factors, including perceived threats, distribution 
and population data available in respect of all the bird species in the declaration. 

My Department appointed ANIAR Ecology earlier this year to undertake the review fol-
lowing a public tendering process.  An interim report is due from the consultants this month 
to include recommendations in respect of the derogation process including in relation to the 
2018/19 declarations.
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It is my understanding that the consultants  commenced an initial  consultation process with 
relevant stakeholders and a wider more detailed public consultation process will be carried out.

  Question No. 1649 answered with Question No. 1635.

17/04/2018WRQQQQ04000Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

17/04/2018WRQQQQ041001650. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
the inspection of a bog has been carried out in line with an application for the cessation of turf 
cutting compensation scheme (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16013/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ04200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question. With re-
spect to 36 raised bog natural heritage area sites, the qualifying criteria for the scheme are that:

- The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date;

- The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period up to 14 January 2014; 

- The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and#

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.   

My Department is examining the application in view of the qualifying criteria for the 
scheme. I am advised that an inspection of the plot of bog in respect of which the applicant has 
applied for compensation has recently been undertaken. My Department will be in a position to 
further process the application when a report on this inspection, including any necessary follow 
up, has been completed.

17/04/2018WRQQQQ04300Arts Promotion

17/04/2018WRQQQQ044001651. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the orchestral review; if cross-departmental responsibility will be taken for developing 
a national strategy for orchestras here involving her Department and the Department of Com-
munications, Climate Action and Environment along with RTÉ and the Arts Council; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16033/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ04500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Under 
Section 114(1) of the Broadcasting Act 2009, RTÉ has a statutory requirement to ‘establish and 
maintain orchestras, choirs and other cultural performing groups’.  RTÉ has acknowledged that 
its orchestras are integral to RTÉ’s arts and cultural programming, and form a key part of RTÉ’s 
arts and culture strategy.  

The review of orchestral services was commissioned by RTE with the aim of making rec-
ommendations regarding the best configuration of the orchestras and staff for RTÉ to deliver 
upon its objectives and I understand that the review is due to be published shortly.  



17 April 2018

781

Officials from both Departments continue to liaise in relation to the matter.

17/04/2018WRQQQQ04600Capital Expenditure Programme

17/04/2018WRQQQQ047001652. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1085 of 20 March 2018, the details of expenditure of the 
€54 million in additional funding allocated to the national planning framework for 2018 under 
the headings of culture, arts and the Gaeltacht respectively; and the spending that has been al-
located to specific projects in each of these categories. [16105/18]

17/04/2018WRQQQQ04800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Details 
of the specific individual allocations which comprise the €54 million in capital funding allocat-
ed to my Department for 2018 are available as part of the Revised Estimates for 2018 published 
by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform http://www.per.gov.ie/en/rev/

17/04/2018WRRRRR00200National Planning Framework

17/04/2018WRRRRR003001653. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1085 of 20 March 2018, the details of expenditure of the 
€75 million in additional funding allocated to the national planning framework for 2019 under 
the headings of culture, arts and the Gaeltacht respectively; and the spending that has been al-
located to specific projects in each of these categories. [16106/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Development Plan provides an annual breakdown of the proposed investment for my 
Department over the next five years.  These figures  provide the necessary clarity to allow my 
Department to properly schedule the delivery of projects and programmes.  

More details on the commencement and completion dates for projects and programmes, as 
well as the timing of the expenditure in relation to them, will emerge as we go through the pro-
cess of appraisal and planning as required under the Public Spending Code.  

However, as I have previously indicated, I expect that the next five years will see the deliv-
ery of significant renovations projects at a number of our National Cultural Institutions, invest-
ment in our built and natural heritage, investment in our regional arts and culture facilities, the 
digitisation of large parts of the National Collections as well as increased investment in the Irish 
language and Gaeltacht and Island communities. 

17/04/2018WRRRRR00500National Planning Framework

17/04/2018WRRRRR006001654. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1085 of 20 March 2018, the details of expenditure of the 
€76 million in additional funding allocated to the national planning framework for 2020 under 
the headings of culture, arts and the Gaeltacht respectively; and the spending that has been al-
located to specific projects in each of these categories. [16107/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Development Plan provides an annual breakdown of the proposed investment for my 
Department over the next five years.  These figures provide the necessary clarity to allow my 
Department to properly schedule the delivery of projects and programmes.  
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More details on the commencement and completion dates for projects and programmes, as 
well as the timing of the expenditure in relation to them, will emerge as we go through the pro-
cess of appraisal and planning as required under the Public Spending Code.  

However, as I have previously indicated, I expect that the next five years will see the deliv-
ery of significant renovations projects at a number of our National Cultural Institutions, invest-
ment in our built and natural heritage, investment in our regional arts and culture facilities, the 
digitisation of large parts of the National Collections as well as increased investment in the Irish 
language and Gaeltacht and Island communities. 

17/04/2018WRRRRR00800National Planning Framework

17/04/2018WRRRRR009001655. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1085 of 20 March 2018, the details of expenditure of the 
€80 million in additional funding allocated to the national planning framework for 2021 under 
the headings of culture, arts and the Gaeltacht respectively; and the spending that has been al-
located to specific projects in each of these categories. [16108/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Development Plan provides an annual breakdown of the proposed investment for my 
Department over the next five years.  These figures provide the necessary clarity to allow my 
Department to properly schedule the delivery of projects and programmes.  

More details on the commencement and completion dates for projects and programmes, as 
well as the timing of the expenditure in relation to them, will emerge as we go through the pro-
cess of appraisal and planning as required under the Public Spending Code.  

However, as I have previously indicated, I expect that the next five years will see the deliv-
ery of significant renovations projects at a number of our National Cultural Institutions, invest-
ment in our built and natural heritage, investment in our regional arts and culture facilities, the 
digitisation of large parts of the National Collections as well as increased investment in the Irish 
language and Gaeltacht and Island communities.

17/04/2018WRRRRR01100National Planning Framework

17/04/2018WRRRRR012001656. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1085 of 20 March 2018, the details of expenditure of the 
€110 million in additional funding allocated to the national planning framework for 2022 under 
the headings of culture, arts and the Gaeltacht respectively; and the spending that has been al-
located to specific projects in each of these categories. [16109/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Development Plan provides an annual breakdown of the proposed investment for my 
Department over the next five years.  These figures provide the necessary clarity to allow my 
Department to properly schedule the delivery of projects and programmes.  

More details on the commencement and completion dates for projects and programmes, as 
well as the timing of the expenditure in relation to them, will emerge as we go through the pro-
cess of appraisal and planning as required under the Public Spending Code.  

However, as I have previously indicated, I expect that the next five years will see the deliv-
ery of significant renovations projects at a number of our National Cultural Institutions, invest-
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ment in our built and natural heritage, investment in our regional arts and culture facilities, the 
digitisation of large parts of the National Collections as well as increased investment in the Irish 
language and Gaeltacht and Island communities. 

17/04/2018WRRRRR01400National Development Plan

17/04/2018WRRRRR015001657. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
projected spend on the €460 million phased investment programme in the national institutions 
in each of the years 2018 to 2027 in respect of additional expenditure arising from the national 
development plan in tabular form. [16205/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR016001660. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
investment allocation for the National Library of Ireland renovation in each of the years 2018 to 
2022 in respect of additional expenditure arising from the national development plan in tabular 
form. [16208/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR017001661. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the investment allocation for the National Archives of Ireland in each of the years 2018 to 2022 
in respect of additional expenditure arising from the national development plan in tabular form. 
[16209/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR018001662. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the investment allocation for the National Museum of Ireland in each of the years 2018 to 2022 
in respect of additional expenditure arising from the national development plan in tabular form. 
[16210/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR019001663. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the investment allocation for the National Concert Hall renovation in each of the years 2018 to 
2022 in respect of additional expenditure arising from the national development plan in tabular 
form. [16211/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR020001664. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the investment allocation for the Crawford Art Gallery renovation in each of the years 2018 to 
2022 in respect of additional expenditure arising from the national development plan in tabular 
form. [16212/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR021001665. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the investment allocation for the National Gallery of Ireland in each of the years 2018 to 2022 
in respect of additional expenditure arising from the national development plan in tabular form. 
[16213/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR022001666. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
investment allocation for the Abbey Theatre redevelopment in each of the years 2018 to 2022 
in respect of additional expenditure arising from the national development plan in tabular form. 
[16214/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR023001667. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the investment allocation for the Irish Museum of Modern Art renovation in each of the years 
2018 to 2022 in respect of additional expenditure arising from the national development plan 
in tabular form. [16215/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR024001668. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the investment allocation for the Chester Beatty Library in each of the years 2018 to 2022 in 
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respect of additional expenditure arising from the national development plan in tabular form. 
[16216/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR025001669. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the investment allocation for the Chester Beatty Library in each of the years 2018 to 2022 in 
respect of additional expenditure arising from the national development plan in tabular form. 
[16217/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR02600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1657 and 1660 to 1669, inclusive, together.

The Taoiseach and I recently launched my Department’s capital plan ‘Investing in our Cul-
ture, Language & Heritage 2018 - 2027’ as part of Project Ireland 2040.  This plan provides for 
total investment of over €1.1 billion over the period 2018 to 2027 in our culture, heritage, lan-
guage and our islands.

Under this plan over the period 2018 to 2027 the Government intends to invest €460m in a 
significant number of capital projects in our National Cultural Institutions.  Indicative invest-
ment levels for key projects are as follows:

- National Library of  Ireland           €23m

- National Archives                          €22m

- National Museum of  Ireland         €85m

- National Concert Hall                    €78m

- Crawford Art Gallery                     €22m

- National Gallery of Ireland            €54m

- Abbey Theatre                                €80m

- Irish Museum of Modern Art         €36m

- Chester Beatty Library                  €20m

Under the National Development Plan my Department’s capital allocation over the next five 
years is provided in the table below.

This is the capital envelope from which the Department will deliver on the projects, schemes 
and programmes identified in our capital plan over the next five years, including the projects in 
our national cultural institutions as outlined above.  This will provide my Department with the 
necessary clarity to schedule the delivery of all its projects and programmes.

In terms of the selection process, investments under our capital plan are subject to appraisal 
and evaluation in line with the Public Spending Code.  This includes the consideration of a 
range of options prior to committing any funding to the project, an evaluation of the financial 
and economic implications of the project prior to procuring the project, and robust project man-
agement arrangements throughout the implementation phase. 

More details on the delivery of these projects and programmes will emerge as the Depart-
ment goes through this process of appraising and planning for these important investments.  
This process will  provide more information on which to base decisions around the distribution 
of funding on a project by project, year by year basis within the annual capital allocation set out 
in the NDP and through the annual estimates process.
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  2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 
 NDP Alloca-
tion   

€54 million   €75 million   €76 million   €80 million   €110 million   

17/04/2018WRRRRR02700Arts and Culture Capital Scheme

17/04/2018WRRRRR028001658. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the projected spend on the arts and cultural capital scheme in each of the years 2018 to 2027. 
[16206/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Under 
the Arts and Culture Capital Scheme 2016-2018, a total €10.2m was allocated to 134 arts and 
culture organisations across the State.  Organisations undertaking capital projects usually re-
quire a number of years to draw down capital following the year of allocation, and while €0.5m 
of this has been paid out to date, it expected that all grants will be paid out this year and the 
following 2 years.

The Taoiseach and I recently launched my Department’s capital plan ‘Investing in our Cul-
ture, Language & Heritage 2018 - 2027’ as part of Project Ireland 2040. This plan provides for 
total investment of over €1.1billion over the period 2018 to 2027 in our culture, heritage, lan-
guage and our islands. 

Under the National Cultural Institutions Investment Programme of €460 million as part of 
Project Ireland 2040, a total of €40 million programme will be invested in cultural infrastruc-
ture across all regions.  This will support the maintenance and development of regional arts 
centres, theatres, regional museums, galleries, archives, multi-use facilities, artist studios etc.  
This will facilitate the reopening of the Arts and Culture Capital Scheme later this year, and 
in general to maintain expenditure on these facilities at an average of €4m per annum over the 
coming decade.

17/04/2018WRRRRR03000National Development Plan

17/04/2018WRRRRR031001659. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the projected spend on the €285 million investment on natural heritage, biodiversity and built 
heritage respectively, in each of the years 2018 to 2027 as outlined in the national development 
plan in respect of additional expenditure arising from the plan in tabular form. [16207/18]

17/04/2018WRRRRR03200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Development Plan has provided the following details of my Department’s capital alloca-
tion over the next five years in the table below.   This is the capital envelope from which my 
Department will deliver on the projects, schemes and programmes identified in “Investing in 
our culture, language and heritage” over the next five years.  For the years following 2022, the 
annual allocation will be advised as part of the annual estimates process based on the overall 
allocation for my Department under the NDP and having regard to the scheduling of projects 
and programmes under the plan.

The inclusion of this detail in the NDP has afforded my Department the necessary clarity to 
properly schedule the delivery of our projects and programmes.

In terms of the selection process, investments under Investing in our culture, language and 
heritage are subject to appraisal and evaluation in line with the Public Spending Code.  This 
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includes the consideration of a range of options prior to committing any funding to the project, 
an evaluation of the financial and economic implications of the project prior to procuring the 
project, and robust project management arrangements throughout the implementation phase. 

More details on the delivery of these projects and programmes will emerge as my Depart-
ment goes through this process of appraising and planning for these important investments.  
This process will provide more information on which to base decisions around the distribution 
of funding on a project by project, year by year basis within the annual capital allocation set out 
in the NDP and through the annual estimates process.

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
NDP Alloca-
tion

€54 million €75 million €76 million €80 million €110 million

Questions Nos. 1660 to 1669, inclusive, answered with Question No. 1657.

17/04/2018WRSSSS00200Departmental Staff Data

17/04/2018WRSSSS003001670. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of clerical officers and clerical assistants in her Department on temporary contracts 
by years of service; if these officers will be offered permanent positions in the Civil Service 
when they have served a fixed period; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16426/18]

17/04/2018WRSSSS00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am ad-
vised that 15 Temporary Clerical Officers were appointed to my Department from 01/01/2017 
to date.  The duration of the contracts was a minimum of 8 weeks to a maximum of 50 weeks, 
with no contract exceeding a year in duration.  No permanent position was offered following 
these temporary contracts as the work was for a fixed period of time to meet business needs 
within particular units.

17/04/2018WRSSSS00500Archaeological Sites

17/04/2018WRSSSS006001671. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the stage the development plan for Brú na Bóinne is at; when it will be published; the necessary 
investment in this regard; and the timescale for development. [16464/18]

17/04/2018WRSSSS00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I refer 
the Deputy to my reply to Question No. 11341/18 on 8 March 2018. The matter is unchanged 
in the interim.

17/04/2018WRSSSS00800Built Heritage Investment Scheme Funding

17/04/2018WRSSSS009001672. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if funding will be provided for a project (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16466/18]

17/04/2018WRSSSS01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Structures at Risk Fund (SRF) supports conservation works to heritage structures in both pri-
vate and public ownership, which are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  The 
Fund encourages the regeneration and reuse of heritage properties and helps to secure protected 
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structures which might otherwise be lost. 

Local authorities were invited to put forward up to four projects for funding under SRF in 
2018.  A fifth application was permitted if it related to an Irish Historic House in Private owner-
ship. 

In total my Department received 128 applications from 30 local authorities.  

The structure referred to by the Deputy was not successful on this occasion. The full list of 
successful projects is on the Department’s website.

Eleven projects in Sligo have been approved for funding under BHIS and SRF this year. 

Applications were assessed by an expert panel in accordance with the terms of the Circular 
governing the scheme. Due to the volume of applications received this year, and the high stan-
dard of applications generally, it was not possible to fund every eligible project. 

76 projects have been approved for funding under SRF 2018. Details of the scheme, together 
with a list of the successful projects and grants awarded are available on my Department’s web-
site and each participating local authority has been informed in writing of the outcome of the 
assessment process.  If any applicant would like feedback on how their application performed 
at assessment, they should contact their local authority who will liaise with my Department in 
this regard.

17/04/2018WRSSSS01100Departmental Strategies

17/04/2018WRSSSS012001673. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the assessment, priority ranking, indicative costs, duration and exact scope of research 
required, which was to be developed by her Department and the Environmental Protection 
Agency, in respect of eight areas of peatland research to be pursued under the national peatlands 
strategy. [16670/18]

17/04/2018WRSSSS01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am ad-
vised that the information sought is not complete at this time. It will be compiled and forwarded 
to the Deputy in accordance with the timeline set out in Standing Orders.

17/04/2018WRSSSS01400National Parks

17/04/2018WRSSSS015001674. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if she will address a matter (details supplied) regarding staffing at Killarney National Park; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16729/18]

17/04/2018WRSSSS01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am ad-
vised that since 2016 my Department has invested over €3 million in Killarney National Park. 
This spend represents a large proportion of my Department’s overall budget for our six national 
parks and 80 reserves and reflects our commitment to the park.  There has been significant in-
vestment in the upkeep of the park, the upgrading of its roads and of course the multi-million 
refurbishment of Killarney House and Gardens. My Department continues to manage Killarney 
National Park in order to abide by the strict criteria and standards for national parks as set by the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature in 2015.  At present there are 49 permanent 
staff and 4 seasonal staff based in Killarney National Park and its environs.
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Staffing levels across my Department are kept under regular review in line with emerging 
business needs and Government policy on public sector pay and staffing as advised by the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform. Of my Department’s total staff, I understand that 
some 330 work in the area of natural heritage through the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS).  In addition, my Department takes on in the region of 70 seasonal staff during the 
year to assist the NPWS. Conservation Rangers are deployed through a regional structure and 
assignments are determined in light of Departmental business needs and priorities.


