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  Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 10 to 16, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 17 to 28, inclusive, answered orally.

28/02/2018WRC00200Hare Coursing

28/02/2018WRC0030029. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of licence breaches discovered by the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
inspectors at coursing meetings; the number of meetings at which inspectors were present in 
2016 and 2017, respectively; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10154/18]

28/02/2018WRC00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Deputy will remember my previous answers in the House on this matter.

The control of live hare coursing, including the operation of individual coursing meetings 
and managing the use of hares for that activity, is carried out under the Greyhound Industry Act 
1958, which is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. My responsibility relates to the conservation status of the hare.

In August last year, my Department issued licences under the Wildlife Acts to the Irish 
Coursing Club, covering some 87 affiliated coursing clubs, to capture and tag hares for use at 
regulated hare coursing meetings for the 2017/18 season, which extends from the end of Sep-
tember 2017 to the end of February 2018.  Those licences contained a total of 22 conditions 
which have been developed and refined over the years.  Subsequently, in October last year, my 
Department augmented the licencing conditions to provide for more strict regulation of cours-
ing trials. 

Veterinary staff from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine carry out in-
spections during the coursing season to monitor compliance with the rules governing animal 
welfare relating to greyhounds and hares.  The Irish Coursing Club also attends local coursing 
meetings.  In addition, where resources allow, local National Parks and Wildlife Service Con-
servation Rangers from my Department attend coursing meetings, on a spot-check basis, to 
monitor compliance with licences issued to the ICC and its affiliated clubs.      

It is my understanding that some twenty six coursing events were monitored by officials of 
my Department during the current 2017/18 season, including trials.  In the 2016/17 season there 
were a total of 17 coursing events monitored by my Department and the same number were 
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monitored in the previous year.  The increase from 17 events monitored in each of the previous 
two seasons to 26 in the current season marks an appreciable increase in the level of monitoring 
carried out and I will keep this matter under review with a view to increasing further the amount 
of resources I can devote to our monitoring role. The increased monitoring will allow for a more 
incisive review of the season just over. It will also assist in a more informed approach to the 
licensing of the next season.

The final event of the coursing season took place last Sunday 25th  February.  All reports 
in relation to the season will be reviewed and all issues arising, including possible breaches of 
conditions, will be investigated and considered in the context of licenses for the 2018/19 cours-
ing season.

28/02/2018WRC00500Greenways Development

28/02/2018WRC0060030. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans for future development of coastal paths, greenways and blueways in County Wexford; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9846/18]

28/02/2018WRC00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Apart 
from waterways under the aegis of Waterways Ireland and the properties within the National 
Parks and Reserves, my Department has no statutory function in relation to coastal paths, gre-
enways and Blueways.  

Waterways Ireland, a North South Implementation Body under my remit, is responsible for 
the management, maintenance, development and restoration of some 1,000km of navigable 
inland waterways principally for recreational purposes.  It has responsibility for the Shannon-
Erne Waterway, the Shannon Navigation, the Barrow Navigation, the Grand and Royal Canals, 
the Erne System and the Lower Bann Navigation.

This is a significant recreational resource and Waterways Ireland has been proactive in the 
development of Blueways and Greenways as a means to attract new visitors and in response to 
the growth for recreational activities such as walking, canoeing and cycling.  

Waterways Ireland has no development plans for County Wexford as none of its inland wa-
terways are located in the county.

Through the National Parks and Wildlife Service, a Division of my Department, I am also 
responsible for the 6 National parks and 78 Reserves, including the Wexford Wildfowl Reserve. 
In all this totals about 87,000 hectares and hundreds of kilometres of trails.

The NPWS is responsible for the maintenance of trails and pathways within the Parks and 
Reserves, as well as the provision of amenity, conservation, interpretation, scientific and visitor 
services.  Through its participation the National Outdoor Recreation Group, an ad-hoc group of 
public service recreational infrastructure providers, such as Coillte, Bord na Mona, OPW and 
Waterways Ireland, its drives interconnection and co-operation between these entities.

Within their own counties, Local Authorities are responsible for the provision and devel-
opment of the infrastructure instanced by the Deputy.  Of particular note in that regard is the 
wonderful project on Waterford’s coastline opened last year, an initiative driven by Waterford 
County Council. In that respect, the two Government Departments with primary funding re-
sponsibility are the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Department of Rural 
and Community Affairs.  In that respect, the Rural Recreation Schemes and Leader Programmes 
operated under the aegis of the latter Department are a particular point of reference.
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28/02/2018WRC00800National Development Plan

28/02/2018WRC0090031. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans under the national development plan, NDP, to deliver compliance with the EU habitats 
directive; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9979/18]

28/02/2018WRC01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Development Plan 2018-2027 sets out the funding allocated to strategic investment pri-
orities in the culture and heritage area, in recognition of its vital role in national life.

Tomorrow I will launch this element of the Plan, with An Taoiseach, Minister Paschal Dono-
hue and my colleague Minister of State Joe McHugh.

In regard to our unique natural heritage, at this point I can say that investment is being 
provided to support the objectives of the recently published National Biodiversity Action Plan 
2017-2021, including the stepping up of conservation measures to restore peatlands, wetlands 
and threatened species, measures to combat the spread of invasive alien species, implementa-
tion of Local Biodiversity Action Plans and investment in agri-environment measures to deliver 
improvements to the network of sites protected under the EU Habitats Directive.

Ireland, like all EU Member States, is bound by the requirements of the Habitats Directive 
and the Birds Directive.  These Directives aim to ensure the protection of habitats and species 
which have been selected for conservation within special areas of conservation and special pro-
tection areas.  I will also be investing in conservation measures in designated habitats.

Our National Parks and National Reserves are of course a substantial part of the network of 
protected areas required under the Habitats Directive and my Department  will shortly finalise a 
masterplan for investment in the Parks and Reserves, ensuring their protection, while providing 
for enhanced visitor amenities so that Irish and overseas visitors can have an increased aware-
ness of and access to nature and its value. 

The prioritization of this investment is driven by the interlinked objectives of community, 
amenity, conservation and well-being.  This is, I believe, the first time a National Development 
Plan has placed the biodiversity and natural capital agenda at its core and I look forward to de-
livering on our ambitious targets in that regard.

28/02/2018WRC01100Gender Equality

28/02/2018WRC0120032. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on the issue of sexual abuse and harassment exposed by women in the arts world both at 
home and abroad via movements (details supplied); the steps she is taking to address the gender 
inequality and systems of power that exist in the arts; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10099/18]

28/02/2018WRC01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I have 
repeatedly stated that everyone, regardless of their job, is entitled to work in an atmosphere in 
which respect, dignity, fairness and equality are very much the norm.  I have also reaffirmed 
my continued commitment to measures aimed at eliminating workplace harassment in the arts 
and culture sector

Last November, my predecessor met with leaders of Irish theatre organisations who had 
co-signed a statement condemning sexual harassment and abuse of power in theatre in Ireland.  
The meeting focused on how the theatre sector could come together to discuss the issues that 
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have arisen. It was agreed that my Department would assist in any practical arrangements in 
this regard.

My Department has since worked with the Irish Theatre Institute with a view to putting in 
place a series of actions that will find an appropriate way forward for the Theatre sector on this 
sensitive topic. 

As a result the Institute will be hosting a one-day event for artists and organisations on 
March 21st in Liberty Hall, Dublin.  Entitled Speak Up And Call It Out: Establishing a code of 
conduct for Irish theatre, the purpose of this event is to work towards the elimination of abuse 
of power and to safeguard the future health and wellbeing and career potential of those working 
in the sector by providing a code of conduct.  A programme for the day will be announced on 
March 8th, International Women’s Day. 

I hope that the output from the conference can be incorporated into existing measures in the 
not-for-profit sector while also considering if there are additional measures that can be taken for 
those who operate outside any organised structure.

In relation to the wider cultural sector, my Department will be organising governance work-
shops for the organisations that come under my direct remit.  The Department is also liaising 
with the Arts Council in relation to the provision of similar training to all other cultural organi-
sations and arts centres around the country through a series of regional information days.

There has to be a clear message accepted universally that a culture of dignity and respect at 
work is expected as a basic human right everywhere, regardless of the workplace.

28/02/2018WRC01400Irish Language

28/02/2018WRC0150033. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the steps being taken by her Department in relation to promoting the Irish language in theatres 
here and in particular, in the national theatre; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10081/18]

28/02/2018WRC01600Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): My Department’s role in relation to Irish extends right across the Culture Divi-
sion and the Gaeltacht Division as well as to a number of agencies including the Arts Council 
and Udaras na Gaeltachta.  My Department itself funds two important national organisations to 
provide Irish language theatre experiences.

- The National Irish language theatre, Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe is funded by directly by my 
Department.  Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe promotes the Irish language through plays, workshops 
and exhibitions.  It is in receipt of an annual operational grant of €320,00 to support the delivery 
of the theatre’s work programme.

- The National Folk Theatre, Siamsa Tire will receive funding of €310,000 my Depart-
ment in 2018.  Siamsa Tire is headquartered in Tralee and has two subsidiary “Tithe Siamsa” 
in Finuge and Carraig (Dingle).  It brings to life Irish folklore through music, song and dance.  
Its own productions are delivered over five months in summer and are delivered almost exclu-
sively through the Irish language sung rather than spoken.

- In relation to other funded theatres, including the Abbey Theatre, these are supported by 
the Arts Council and my Department does not have a direct role in relation to them.  I am aware 
that a number of theatrical organisations actively include the use of Irish language in their work.
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- I note that the Abbey Theatre in its mission statement makes a commitment  “to lead in the 
telling of the whole Irish story, in English and in Irish” and it affirms “that the Abbey is a theatre 
for the entire island of Ireland and for all its people.”

- Applications for Arts Council funding schemes are open to applicants through the medium 
of Irish and English and the Council operates funding schemes based around the Irish language 
including literature as well as funding artists and organisations in Gaeltacht areas under the 
Ealaín na Gaeltachta scheme.

- In December last year, the Taoiseach launched the Bliain na Gaeilge programme a major 
celebration marking the 125th anniversary of the start of the Irish language revival movement 
in 2018 in which people with all levels of Irish are invited participate.  Events will be organised 
around five key themes - the revival of the language over the last 125 years; the creativity of 
the language; the vibrancy of the language; the participation of the community and the value of 
the Gaeltacht.

- I will be encouraging all bodies under the aegis of my Department to promote Irish during 
Bliain na Gaeilge, including as part of the Creative Ireland Programme.

28/02/2018WRC01700Inland Waterways Development

28/02/2018WRC0180034. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
works programme for the restoration of the Ulster canal for 2018; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9885/18]

28/02/2018WRC01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In July 
2007, the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) agreed to proceed with the restoration and 
reopening of the 13km section of the Ulster Canal between Clones and Upper Lough Erne.

Government approval to restore a 2.5km stretch of the Ulster Canal from the Shannon-Erne 
waterway to the International Scout Centre at Castlesaunderson, near Belturbet, Co. Cavan was 
granted on 24th  February 2015.

The works to complete the project are in the 3rd and final phase of delivery.  This phase 
involves the creation of a new 250m section of canal and the construction of a new road bridge 
north of the existing Derrykerrib Bridge.  The recent spell of sustained heavy rainfall post 
Christmas has caused severe flooding on site and works have been temporarily suspended to 
allow the floods to recede.  Work  recommenced on 26th  February 2018 and completion has 
been rescheduled for July 2018.  In parallel, the next phase of works on the restoration is under 
active consideration.

The project is progressing incrementally and I am delighted that we have been able to prog-
ress the project to this stage.  

This project is important for the border region with potential to stimulate economic activity, 
giving a much needed boost to job creation and with the growth in water based tourism attract-
ing help attract significant numbers of visitors to the area.  This is increasingly significant in the 
context of Brexit.  

I remain committed to the project and I am keen to build on current progress and advance 
further restoration of the Ulster Canal to Clones and to progress the commitments in the Fresh 
Start Agreement in relation to the further development of the Ulster Canal.
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28/02/2018WRC02000Hare Coursing

28/02/2018WRC0210035. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the 
reports on all open hare coursing meetings including, capture forms, release forms, meeting 
reports and veterinary reports for all coursing clubs that are subject to licencing conditions will 
be published. [10010/18]

28/02/2018WRC02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Deputy is already aware from my previous response earlier that the control of live hare cours-
ing, including the operation of individual coursing meetings and managing the use of hares for 
that activity, is carried out under the Greyhound Industry Act 1958, which is the responsibility 
of my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  My responsibility relates 
to the conservation status of the hare.

In August last year, my Department issued licences under the Wildlife Acts to the Irish 
Coursing Club, covering some 87 affiliated coursing clubs, to capture and tag hares for use at 
regulated hare coursing meetings for the 2017/18 season, which extends from the end of Sep-
tember 2017 to the end of February 2018.  Those licences contained a total of 22 conditions 
which have been developed and refined over the years.  Subsequently, in October last year, 
my Department augmented the licencing conditions to provide for more strict regulation of 
coursing trials. Some of the licencing conditions included in the licences require that reports on 
coursing meetings held are submitted to my Department, for example in relation to the capture 
of hares.

Veterinary staff from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine carry out inspec-
tions during the coursing season to monitor compliance with the rules governing animal welfare 
relating to greyhounds and hares.  The Irish Coursing Club also attends local coursing meet-
ings.  In addition, where resources allow, local National Parks and Wildlife Service Conserva-
tion Rangers from my Department attend coursing meetings, on a spot-check basis, to monitor 
compliance with licences issued to the ICC and its affiliated clubs.

I have earlier informed the House that some twenty six coursing events were monitored by 
officials of my Department during the current 2017/18 season including trials compared to a 
total of seventeen meetings monitored during the previous 2016/17 season.     I will reiterate my 
desire to increase the number of coursing events that are monitored by officials of my Depart-
ment. 

All reports received from the Irish Coursing Club including veterinary reports and reports 
of meetings monitored by staff from the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department 
will be published on the website of the National Parks and Wildlife Service www.npws.ie

As I understand that hares are neither captured nor released by coursing clubs which run 
Open Coursing meeting, such forms and reports are not provided to my Department.

28/02/2018WRC02300Digital Archiving

28/02/2018WRC0240036. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the status of the research being conducted to digitally restore the contents of the Irish 
Public Record Office which was destroyed at the outset of the Civil War; the extent to which 
such records can be gathered again and restored; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[9847/18]
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28/02/2018WRC02500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Trinity 
College Dublin has commenced a project in conjunction with a number of archival partners 
including the National Archives here in Ireland; the National Archives (UK); the Public Re-
cord Office of Northern Ireland and the Irish Manuscripts Commission to digitally restore the 
layout and make-up of the Record Treasury of the Public Records Office that was destroyed at 
the commencement of the Irish Civil war in 1922.  This project has been titled Beyond 2022?.  

The Beyond 2022 team is working to assemble a complete inventory of loss and survival of 
the 1922 fire. In doing so, the team has identified ten main categories of surviving or substitute 
sources:

- Survivors: records that survived almost unscathed because they were held in the Reading 
Room of the Public Record Office, not the Record Treasury itself

- Salved records: records damaged by the fire, but not completely destroyed, now in varying 
states of conservation

- Duplicates of original records now held in partner archives

- Facsimile images made before 1922

- Antiquarian transcripts

- Printed editions

- Certified copies

- Published calendars summarizing the contents of the records

- Unpublished calendars in manuscript form

- Legal abstracts 

- The aim is to gather into a single database all the information from surviving and substi-
tute sources from archives and libraries in Ireland and internationally.  The entire archive will 
be fully searchable, with its contents ranging from basic descriptions to fully restored records 
ranging in date from the thirteenth to the nineteenth centuries.  It will not be possible to digi-
tally restore the full contents of the Record Treasury, but visitors to this virtual archive will now 
be able to see what the archive held before its destruction and a large amount of material that 
thankfully was either copied, duplicated or transcribed to other sources.

28/02/2018WRC02600Bullying in the Workplace

28/02/2018WRC0270037. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to carry out further inquiries into sexism, bullying and harassment in the arts and culture 
sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9978/18]

28/02/2018WRC0280043. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the industry wide consultation into bullying and harassment in the arts sector an-
nounced by her predecessor on 9 November 2017; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9890/18]

28/02/2018WRC02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 37 and 43 together.
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I have repeatedly stated that everyone, regardless of their job, is entitled to work in an at-
mosphere in which respect, dignity, fairness and equality are very much the norm. I have also 
reaffirmed my continued commitment to measures aimed at eliminating workplace harassment 
in the arts and culture sector.

Last November, my predecessor met with leaders of Irish theatre organisations who had 
co-signed a statement condemning sexual harassment and abuse of power in theatre in Ireland.  
The meeting focused on how the theatre sector could come together to discuss the issues that 
have arisen.  It was agreed that my Department would assist in any practical arrangements in 
this regard.

My Department has since worked with the Irish Theatre Institute with a view to putting in 
place a series of actions that will find an appropriate way forward for the Theatre sector on this 
sensitive topic. 

As a result the Institute will be hosting a one-day event for artists and organisations on 
March 21st in Liberty Hall, Dublin. Entitled Speak Up And Call It Out: Establishing a code of 
conduct for Irish theatre, the purpose of this event is to work towards the elimination of abuse 
of power and to safeguard the future health and wellbeing and career potential of those working 
in the sector by providing a code of conduct.  A programme for the day will be announced on 
March 8th, International Women’s Day. 

I hope that the output from the conference can be incorporated into existing measures in the 
not-for-profit sector while also considering if there are additional measures that can be taken for 
those who operate outside any organised structure.

In relation to the wider cultural sector, my Department will be organising governance work-
shops for the organisations that come under my direct remit.  The Department is also liaising 
with the Arts Council in relation to the provision of similar training to all other cultural organi-
sations and arts centres around the country through a series of regional information days. 

There has to be a clear message accepted universally that a culture of dignity and respect at 
work is expected as a basic human right everywhere, regardless of the workplace.

28/02/2018WRC03000Departmental Expenditure

28/02/2018WRC0310038. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
projected spending increase for her Department under the national development plan in 2018, 
2019 and 2020. [10096/18]

28/02/2018WRC03200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Project 
Ireland 2040 – the National Planning Framework and associated 10 year National Development 
Plan – explicitly recognises that our culture, language and heritage are an essential part of the 
sustainable development of the country.  This acknowledgement of the centrality of our culture 
and creativity, of our language and community and of our built and natural heritage to our na-
tional development is unprecedented in this type of planning framework.

Project Ireland has made provision for a €1 billion investment in our culture and heritage 
over the 10 years of the plan.  This is in addition to an investment of €178 million in the Irish 
language and in our Gaeltacht and Island communities.  This investment will be delivered, as 
follows, over the next three years:

-          €54 million in 2018;
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-          €75 million in 2019; and

-          €76 million in 2020.

My Department has also been advised that the allocations for 2021 and 2022 will be €80 
million and €110 million, more than double the 2018 allocation, respectively.

28/02/2018WRC03300Maoiniú d’Eagrais Ghaeilge

28/02/2018WRC0340039. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén méadú atá i gceist leis an méadú atá luaite i dTionscadal 2040 ar chaiteachas Údarás na 
Gaeltachta agus Fhoras na Gaeilge sa todhchaí; cathain go díreach a dhéanfar é seo; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  [10095/18]

28/02/2018WRC03500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Depu-
ty Joe McHugh): Tá sé fógartha ag an Rialtas sa Phlean Forbartha Náisiúnta 2018-2027 go 
mbeidh €178m in airgead caipitil ar fáil le caitheamh ar thograí Gaeilge, Gaeltachta agus oileán 
as seo go ceann 10 mbliana.  Sin €78m in airgead nua anuas ar an mbonnshuim de níos mó 
ná €10m in aghaidh na bliana atá á chaitheamh ar na nithe céanna faoi láthair.  San áireamh 
sa Phlean Forbartha Náisiúnta seo, tá gealltanas go méadófar buiséad caipitil Údarás na Gael-
tachta go €12m in aghaidh na bliana.  Déanfar cinneadh maidir le hamchlár an mhéadaithe seo 
le linn an ghnáthphróisis meastacháin sna blianta atá amach romhainn.  

Ós rud é nach bhfuil aon bhuiséad caipitil ag Foras na Gaeilge, ní bheidh aon tionchar dí-
reach ag Tionscadal Éire 2040 ar chaiteachas Fhoras na Gaeilge.

28/02/2018WRC03600Heritage Council

28/02/2018WRC0370040. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on whether the €4,000 offered by the Heritage Council for an oral history project is 
enough to halt the demise in the construction of traditional Slaney cots and traditional cot fish-
ing practices on the river Slaney; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10097/18]

28/02/2018WRC03800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I refer 
the Deputy to my reply to Question no. 103 on 23rd January, 2018. 

As I stated on that occasion, the Heritage Council is best placed to offer practical advise and 
assistance to local groups, and works in partnership with local communities, local authorities, 
voluntary groups, government departments, various agencies and national cultural institutions 
in order to deliver this vision through supporting a wide range of heritage projects and initia-
tives at community level.  

Funding decisions of the Council are a matter for the Council itself and I have no role in the 
matter.

28/02/2018WRC03900Commemorative Events

28/02/2018WRC0400041. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when the public consultation will report into the way in which the significant events of the 1918 
to 1923 period will be appropriately remembered; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [10157/18]

28/02/2018WRC04100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
State’s commemorative programme for the second half of the Decade of Centenaries will re-
member the significant historical events between 1918 and 1923 and important themes of the 
period.  The Government will continue to be supported in its approach by the guidance of the 
Expert Advisory Group on Commemorations.  

My predecessor, Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., launched the Decade of Centenaries 
public consultation process last October, in order to assist the Advisory Group in its work to 
provide advice to the Government over the remainder of the Decade.  The objective of this pro-
cess is to give interested parties the opportunity to submit their views and ideas around how the 
significant and sensitive historical events between 1918 and 1923 and related themes, might be 
appropriately and respectfully remembered, in line with the principles expressed in the Second 
Statement of the Expert Advisory Group on Commemorations.  The public consultation process 
was originally due to close on 31st January 2018 and the closing date was extended until today 
(28th February) to give all interested parties who would like to make submissions the opportu-
nity to do so.  

The Expert Advisory Group will consider the submissions received and will then provide 
advice and guidance to Government on the State’s approach to commemorations over the re-
mainder of  the Decade.

28/02/2018WRC04200Built Heritage Investment Scheme Funding

28/02/2018WRC0430042. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
funding available for the built heritage investment scheme and structures at risk fund for 2018 
to support the repair and conservation of historical buildings in County Kildare and nationwide; 
when a decision will be made on these schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10021/18]

28/02/2018WRC04400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of protected 
structures (i.e. structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures).  The scheme 
supports heritage projects across the country and creates employment in the conservation and 
construction industries, while helping to regenerate urban and rural areas, and is co-ordinated 
by each local authority.   My Department has allocated €2m under the Built Heritage Invest-
ment Scheme 2018, of which €50,000 is the indicative amount for County Kildare. 

The Structures at Risk Fund enables conservation works to heritage structures in both pri-
vate and public ownership, which are protected under the Planning and Development Acts and 
are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  Local authorities have submitted applica-
tions to my Department and they will shortly be assessed by an expert panel. Successful appli-
cants will be notified by their local authority shortly thereafter.  My Department has allocated 
€1,324,000 under the Structures at Risk Fund 2018.  While there is no specific allocation for 
each local authority, I can confirm that applications have been received in respect of County 
Kildare. 

While applications from members of the public for both the Built Heritage Investment 
Scheme and the Structures at Risk Fund 2018 have been accepted in local authorities through-
out the month of January and have now closed, projects are kept under review throughout the 
year with a view to supporting additional projects in lieu of those that do not start or accept 
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initial offers of grant in aid. I hope to be in a position to notify local authorities in respect of 
both schemes by the end of March.

  Question No. 43 answered with Question No. 37.

28/02/2018WRC04600Cúrsaí Gaeilge

28/02/2018WRC0470044. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aindrias Moynihan den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cén plean atá aici chun Bliain na Gaeilge a chur chun cinn; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas 
ina thaobh.  [10156/18]

28/02/2018WRC04800Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Mar a mhínigh mé i mo fhreagra a Cheist Dála uimhir 77 ar an 23 Eanáir 
2018, tá  Bliain na Gaeilge 2018 faofa ag an Rialtas chun ceiliúradh a dhéanamh ar ár dteanga 
dhúchais, go náisiúnta agus go hidirnáisiúnta agus, sa chomhthéacs sin, tá deontas €450,000 
ceadaithe ag Foras na Gaeilge chun tacú le Bliain na Gaeilge 2018.

Tá ról lárnach ag Conradh na Gaeilge i ndáil le mórchlár gníomhaíochtaí a chur i bhfeidhm 
ag leibhéal an phobail ar feadh na bliana agus tá tús maith curtha leis an obair sin cheana féin, 
mar shampla:

- Tá comhordaitheoir ar Bhliain na Gaeilge 2018 ceaptha chun ollchomhordú a dhéanamh 
ar an tionscnamh tras-Rialtais seo;

- Tá CISTE 125, an chéad bhabhta de dheontais (€50,000) fógartha chun cabhrú le grúpaí 
imeachtaí a eagrú go háitiúil.  Beidh an dara babhta (€75,000) le fógairt sa dara leath den bhli-
ain;

- Tá físeáin á bhforbairt agus margaíocht eile ar bun chun feasacht ar Bhliain na Gaeilge 
2018 a ardú i measc an phobail i gcoitinne;

- Tá ábhair bolscaireachta á scaipeadh ar gach scoil agus ar an bpobal; agus,

- Tá comórtais éagsúla á n-eagrú chun grúpaí ar nós ógchlubanna, coláistí/campaí samhraidh, 
coláistí tríú leibhéil a spreagadh   le páirt a ghlacadh inti agus ciste duaiseanna curtha ar fáil ina 
leith.

- Ó thaobh na n-ealaíon de, eagraíodh mórcheiliúradh seolta ar Bhliain na Gaeilge 2018 beo 
ar TG4 ar Oíche Chinn Bliana agus beidh an mórthaispeántas cultúrtha Aisling? ar chamch-
uairt náisiúnta i 2018, ag léiriú saothair nua-chumtha de mhór ealaíontóirí na Gaeltachta, idir 
ceoltóirí, filí, scríbhneoirí, dearc-ealaíontóirí agus cumadóirí.

- Ar an drochuair, ag eascairt as an drochaimsir atá geallta don tír sa tseachtain amach rom-
hainn, ní raibh an dara rogha ag Conradh na Gaeilge ach an mórshiúl ceiliúrtha, BEO, a bhí 
socraithe don Satharn 3ú Márta a chur ar athló ach táthar ag súil tabhairt faoi arís ar 14ú Aibreán 
2018.

- Tá clár imeachtaí Eanáir go Meitheamh don bhliain foilsithe cheana féin agus is féidir 
coinneáil suas go dáta nó imeachtaí breise a chlárú ar gaeilge2018.ie.

28/02/2018WRC04900Hare Coursing

28/02/2018WRC0500045. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if Na-
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tional Parks and Wildlife Service, NPWS, officers gave permission to a coursing club (details 
supplied) to hand over 29 hares to two other coursing events after their meeting on 16 and 17 
December 2017 contrary to licensing conditions; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[10009/18]

28/02/2018WRC05100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Officers 
of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department did not give permission to the 
coursing club in question to hand over hares to two other coursing clubs after its own meeting 
in December 2017.

Following examination of coursing reports received by the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service in respect of the current coursing season, my Department wrote last week to the Irish 
Coursing Club in relation to an entry in the Capture and Release returns of the club in question 
about the possible provision of hares to other coursing clubs.  On receipt of a response, my 
Department will consider the matter further.

28/02/2018WRC05200Architectural Heritage

28/02/2018WRC0530046. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to develop a vibrant, historical, cultural and heritage quarter on the Moore Street battle-
field site by recognising that the battlefield site is a national monument. [10092/18]

28/02/2018WRC05400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Deputy is aware, at a meeting with the owners of the Moore Street development site on Tues-
day, 20 February,  agreement was reached on the modalities of engagement between those own-
ers and the Moore Street Advisory Group, on the presentation of a way forward for the revital-
ization of area in a manner that will recognise the views of all stakeholders, reflect its historical 
and cultural significance, its employment and economic value to the North Inner City and all in 
a manner consonant with the recommendations of the Moore Street Consultative Group ‘s work 
“Moore Street Report Securing History”. 

The Deputy will recall that the key recommendation of this report was the establishment of 
the Moore Street Advisory Group, of which he is also a member, which has the task of devising 
an agreed plan among the key stakeholders that will take account of the  needs of the area in a 
way that also respects and acknowledges its importance in the context of the 1916 Rising and 
ultimately the foundation of the state.

Fundamental to this objective is dialogue with the owners of the  site that extends from 
Moore Street to the Carlton Cinema in O’Connell Street.  I was very pleased to hear from 
the Chair of the Advisory Group in the last few days of the constructive meeting he and the 
Oireachtas members of the Group, including the Deputy, had with the owners last week.  I be-
lieve that this is the appropriate way in which to address the issues relating to the site and its 
wider environs. 

I am pleased that a  foundation and framework has now been laid for positive and fruitful 
co-operation, dialogue and interaction between all the key interests in Moore Street under the 
aegis of the Moore Street Advisory Group.  I would encourage the Deputy to continue to engage 
and contribute to that process through his membership of the Group.

28/02/2018WRC05500Cultural Policy
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28/02/2018WRC0560047. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
details of the €460 million phases programme of investment in national cultural institutions 
over the next ten years as outlined in the national development plan, by institution, project to 
be undertaken and estimated cost; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10025/18]

28/02/2018WRC0570061. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
the key elements of the national development programme will be delivered in particular in rela-
tion to the National Museum and the Natural History Museum; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [9977/18]

28/02/2018WRC0580064. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
way in which the €725 million allocated in the capital plan will be spent on cultural infrastruc-
ture; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9887/18]

28/02/2018WRC05900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 47, 61 and 64 together.

This Government recently launched Project Ireland 2040; a comprehensive national plan-
ning framework and associated 10-year National Development Plan.  Project Ireland 2040 ex-
plicitly recognises that our culture, language and heritage are an essential part of the sustainable 
development of the country.

This acknowledgement of the centrality of our culture and creativity to our national devel-
opment is unprecedented in this type of statutory planning framework, as is the commitment 
to investment in excess of €1 billion in our culture and heritage over the next 10 years.  Of this 
investment some €725 million will be invested directly in our cultural infrastructure, in our 
creative industries and in enhancing cultural experience for our citizens.

As outlined in Project Ireland 2040, €460 million will be spent on the National Cultural In-
stitutions Investment Programme.  Over the 10 years of the plan, this will see the renovation of 
the National Library of Ireland, significant enhancements at the National Archives, investment 
at a number of sites of Natural Museum of Ireland commencing with the Natural History Mu-
seum, the renovation of the National Concert Hall and Crawford Art Gallery, the completion of 
the National Gallery master development plan, the redevelopment of the National Theatre and 
projects at the Irish Museum of Modern Art and at the Chester Beatty Gallery.  These projects 
will be sequenced and prioritised having regard to the outcome of the evaluation and planning 
processes in line with the Public Spending Code.

A further €265 million has been made available under the NDP for a culture and creativity 
investment programme.  This investment programme will be closely aligned with the Creative 
Ireland Programme.  Key areas for investment under this programme will be:

-  A programme of investments in regional arts and culture facilities to enhance opportuni-
ties for communities to participate in Irish cultural life;

-  Investment in our creative industries with a particular focus on the audio-visual sector 
which represents an important economic opportunity for Ireland;

-  A programme for the digitisation of our national collections; and

-  Investment in Galway 2020 for its year as an EU Capital of Culture.  

I will shortly launch this element of the Plan.
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28/02/2018WRC06000Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge

28/02/2018WRC0610048. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Mary Lou McDonald den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an dtabharfaidh sí tuairisc maidir le beartas a roinne i leith na Gaeilge.  [7229/18]

28/02/2018WRC06200Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Is í an Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030 bunchloch pholasaí an Ri-
altais i leith na Gaeilge.  Sa chomhthéacs sin, chun tacaíocht a thabhairt do chothabháil agus 
d’fhorbairt na Gaeilge mar theanga pobail agus teaghlaigh sa Ghaeltacht, tá cur i bhfeidhm na 
Straitéise aitheanta mar phríomh-thosaíocht sa Chlár do Rialtas Comhpháirtíochta.  Sa bhreis 
air sin, is fiú a rá go bhfuil tagairt shonrach déanta don Ghaeilge, don Ghaeltacht agus do na 
hoileáin sa Chreatlach Náisiúnta Pleanála agus sa Phlean Forbartha Náisiúnta 2018-2027 a foil-
síodh le gairid, le mír faoi leith faoin ábhar, ina chuimsítear réimsí faoi leith ann lena n-áirítear 
gnóthaí  Pleanála Teanga agus infheistíocht Údarás na Gaeltachta. 

Maidir leis an Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010–2030, is fiú a threisiú uair amháin 
eile gur gá a aithint gur le linn na géarchéime eacnamaíche is measa a bhuail an Stát riamh a 
lainseáladh an Straitéis.  Ainneoin na gcúinsí deacra ina raibh gníomhaireachtaí na Gaeilge ag 
feidhmiú, idir mo Roinn féin, Foras na Gaeilge, Údarás na Gaeltachta agus na heagraíochtaí 
éagsúla atá á maoiniú acu, táim sásta go bhfuil dul chun cinn suntasach déanta agus á dhé-
anamh maidir le raon leathan gníomhaíochtaí faoin Straitéis a chur i bhfeidhm de réir a chéile 
ar bhealach córasach laistigh de na hacmhainní atá ar fáil.  I measc na bpríomhgníomhaíochtaí 
atá bainte amach go dáta luafainn go sonrach na nithe seo a leanas:

- Tá cur i bhfeidhm an phróisis pleanála teanga a leagtar amach faoi Acht na Gaeltachta 
2012 faoi lán seoil anois. Faoin Acht seo, a rinneadh a achtú sé bliana ó shin mar chéim shunta-
sach le dlús a chur le feidhmiú na Straitéise, tugtar feidhm reachtúil don phróiseas faoina bh-
fuil pleananna teanga á n-ullmhú ag leibhéal an phobail trasna an sé chinn is fiche de limistéir 
pleanála teanga Ghaeltachta atá aitheanta faoin bpróiseas.  Ina theannta sin, tá an próiseas to-
saithe, nó ar tí tosú i gcás seacht gcinn de bhailte a d’fhéadfadh a bheith aitheanta mar Bhailte 
Seirbhíse Gaeltachta faoin bpróiseas in am trátha.  Lena chois sin, ar ndóigh, tá trí Líonra 
Gaeilge aitheanta faoin bpróiseas anois.  Sa bhliain reatha, cuirfear tús le feidhmiú pleananna 
faoi leith sa Ghaeltacht agus, chun cabhrú leis an obair seo trí chéile, is fiú a mheabhrú go bh-
fuil ciste faoi leith ar fiú €2.65m in iomlán curtha ar fáil sa bhliain reatha.  Is ionann é seo agus 
ardú €1.4m thar an méid a bhí luaite leis an gciste in 2017.  Mar thaca breise don phróiseas, tá 
ciste ar fiú €2.322m curtha ar fáil faoin gClár Tacaíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga atá á riaradh ag 
mo Roinn.  Leis an gciste breise ar fiú €900,000 atá curtha ar fáil don chlár seo sa bhliain reatha 
thar an méid a cuireadh ar fáil sna Meastacháin Athbhreithnithe 2017, táim sásta go mbeifear in 
ann an dul chun cinn cuí a dhéanamh chun tacú le feidhmiú an phróisis trí chéile - próiseas atá 
ag croílár fheidhmiú na Straitéise, ar ndóigh, mar a bhaineann sé leis an nGaeltacht;

- Tá Polasaí don Oideachas Gaeltachta 2017-2022 foilsithe agus á chur i bhfeidhm go rathúil 
agus tá Straitéis Náisiúnta Litearthachta agus Uimhearthachta á cur i bhfeidhm chomh maith;

- Tá athbhreithniú déanta ar Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003 agus d’fhógair mé an 
mhí seo caite go bhfuil Bille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú) i measc na mBillí atá ar chlár 
reachtaíochta an Rialtais don earrach/samhradh; 

- Tá buiséid bliantúla Údaras na Gaeltachta agus Fhoras na Gaeilge méadaithe le cúpla bli-
ain anuas;

- Tá cinneadh déanta deireadh á chur leis an maolú don Ghaeilge san Aontas Eorpach i 
2021; agus,
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- Tá raon leathan tionscadal á maoiniú ag mo Roinn chun an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn san 
earnáil dhigiteach.

- Sin ráite, ní miste dom a mheabhrú don Teachta go bhfuil bailchríoch á cur ag mo Roinnse 
faoi láthair  ar an bPlean Gníomhaíochta don Ghaeilge 2018-2022, a dhéanfar a fhoilsiú go 
han-luath.

28/02/2018WRC06300Foras na Gaeilge

28/02/2018WRC0640049. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the terms of the lease in relation to the new offices for Foras na Gaeilge; the length of the lease 
and break clause; the annual rent and review period; the financial commitments arising from 
Amiens Street and accommodation of ÁIS, including rent and other contributions arising with 
the lease and details of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10080/18]

28/02/2018WRC06500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): The details sought by the Deputy in regard to the lease terms attaching to the 
new offices of Foras na Gaeilge are set out in the following table:

OFFICE Annual 
Rent 

Lease Du-
ration 

Break 
Clause 

Rent Re-
view 

Insurance 
Costs 

Service 
Costs 

HQ, 
Amiens 
Street   

€593,000 30 years   15 years   5 yearly 
basis   

€8,300 - 

Áis, Dun-
shaughlin   

€35,000 10 years   7 years   5 years   €1,000 €3,000* 

* Management fee applicable to this Business Park  location

28/02/2018WRD00200Commemorative Events

28/02/2018WRD0030050. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans 
to implement the decision to name a day as national famine commemoration day; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10023/18]

28/02/2018WRD00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Famine Memorial Day Bill, which inter alia proposes the establishment of a fixed date 
for the annual commemoration, passed Second Stage last year.  A date has not yet been agreed 
for the scheduling of the Committee Stage of the Bill.  I understand that the issue of a money 
message in respect of this Bill remains under consideration.

28/02/2018WRD00500Digital Archiving

28/02/2018WRD0060051. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans 
to digitise national collections as mentioned in the national development plan; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10024/18]

28/02/2018WRD00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Development Plan will guide national, regional and local planning and investment deci-
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sions in Ireland over the next two decades including investment in the digitisation of national 
collections. 

The importance of digitisation was really underlined during the 2016 centenary year, when 
a number of our National Cultural Institutions made a wealth of material available online for 
the first time.  Digitisation also provides a very important channel to connect with our Diaspora 
– which is estimated to be up to 70 million people worldwide – and in turn encourages cultural 
tourism.    

We have already seen the transformative effect of making some of our collections available 
online.  For example, the 1901 and 1911 census are digitised, published and freely available at 
the National Archives website.  

My Department also recently announced over €2m for the new cultural Digitisation Scheme 
which will help our Cultural Institutions, together with a number of other cultural heritage 
bodies, to build on this work and digitise their rich and varied collections for the benefit of the 
public.  

Funding, for example, is being provided to the National Library of Ireland for three projects 
over the coming years including “Towards a Republic” which is a project to digitise the per-
sonal papers of the signatories of the Treaty.  This is a significant project which will take several 
years to complete.  A total of €320,000 is allocated to the project over the next three years and 
it is planned to complete digitisation of the papers in advance of the centenary of the foundation 
of the State. 

Other examples of digitisation projects to be funded over the coming years include:

- Band Aid Archives   – a tribute to Bob Geldof’s role in Band Aid and Ireland’s part in this 
global initiative of charitable donation.

- Digitisation of Church of Ireland Parish Registers, which will greatly complement the 
exising access to the Catholic Church records.

28/02/2018WRD00800Scéimeanna Teanga

28/02/2018WRD0090052. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cén 
líon scéimeanna teanga atá á chur i bhfeidhm sa Ghaeltacht i láthair na huaire; cén caiteachas 
a bheidh i gceist leis na scéimeanna teanga i mbliana; cad é an méid is mó atá ceadaithe d’aon 
scéim teanga don bhliain 2018; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [9808/18]

28/02/2018WRD01000Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Depu-
ty Joe McHugh): Den 26 limistéar pleanála teanga Gaeltachta atá aitheanta faoin bpróiseas 
pleanála teanga tá pleananna i leith na limistéar a leanas faofa agus táthar ag súil leis dá réir go 
mbeidh tús á chur lena bhfeidhmiú go luath:

- Gaoth Dobhair, Rann na Feirste, Anagaire & Loch an Iúir

- Cois Fharraige

- Cloich Chionnaola, Gort an Choirce, An Fál Carrach agus Machaire Rabhartaigh

- Na Déise, Co Phort Láirge.

- Tá pleananna teanga á mbreithniú ag mo Roinn faoi láthair i leith cheithre cinn eile de na 
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limistéir: Múscraí; An Cheathrú Rua; Dúiche Sheoigheach & Tuar Mhic Éadaigh; agus Ciarraí 
Theas.

- Lena chois sin táthar ag súil leis go mbeidh pleananna i leith na limistéar a leanas á gcur 
faoi bhráid mo Roinne chun críche faofa faoi Acht na Gaeltachta go luath:

- Ceantar na nOileán

- Conamara Láir

- Ciarraí Thiar.

Maidir leis an cúig limistéar déag eile, beifear ag súil leis go mbeidh pleananna ina leith á 
gcur faoi bhráid na Roinne chun críche ceada idir seo agus deireadh 2020 - uair a mbeifear ag 
súil leis go mbeidh feidhmiú pleananna ar bun i ngach aon cheann de na limistéir.

Ina theannta seo, tá plean á ullmhú faoi láthair do Dhaingean Uí Chúis i nGaeltacht Chorca 
Dhuibhne agus tá obair idir lámha ag Údarás na Gaeltachta chun eagraíocht a aimsiú a thab-
harfaidh faoi phlean a ullmhú agus a fheidhmiú don Clochán Liath i nGaeltacht Thír Chonaill.

Chun tacú le feidhmiú an phróisis pleanála teanga atá leagtha amach faoi Acht na Gaeltachta 
2012 agus faoina gcuimsítear na ceantair Ghaeltachta chomh maith le Bailte Seirbhíse Gael-
tachta agus Líonraí Gaeilge, tá cistíocht faoi leith ar fiú €2.65m curtha ar fáil sa bhliain reatha.  
Is ardú suntasach é seo thar an €1.25m a cuireadh ar fáil don phróiseas pleanála teanga i 2017.

Tá ciste ar fiú suas le €100,000 thar tréimhse 12 mhí iomlán le bheith ar fáil i leith gach 
limistéir Gaeltachta ina cheadaítear plean teanga chun tús a chur le feidhmiú na bpleananna 
sin.  Ina theannta sin, tá allúntas breise ar fiú suas le €50,000 thar tréimhse 12 mhí á chur ar fáil 
faoin bpróiseas pleanála teanga i leith 5 limistéar faoi leith.  Is de bharr dúshlán faoi leith atá 
bainteach leis na ceantair seo a tógadh an cinneadh seo. Is iad na ceantair atá i gceist ná:

- Gaoth Dobhair, Rann na Feirste, Anagaire & Loch an Iúir

- Cois Fharraige

- Conamara Láir

- Ciarraí Thiar.

- Is ar an mbunús go sásaíonn na limistéir thuas trí chinn den ceithre chritéar a leanas atá an 
t-allúntas breise á chur ar fail:

1.  Achar an Limistéir Pleanála teanga a bheith os cionn 200km2

2.  Daonra an limistéir níos sine ná trí bliana d’aois os cionn 5,000 duine

3. Líon cainteoirí laethúla Gaeilge taobh amuigh den chóras oideachais sa limistéir a bheith 
circa agus ós cionn 1,500 duine

4. Céatadán do chainteoirí laethúla Gaeilge an limistéar a bheith circa agus os cionn 50% de 
dhaonra iomlán an limistéir.

Ibhfianaise go bhfuil dúshlán tíreolaíoch ar leith leis na trí oileáin Árann atá aitheanta mar li-
mistéar pleanála teanga amháin, tá i gceist go dtiocfaidh an limistéar seo faoi scáth an tsocraithe 
seo chomh maith.

Lena chois sin, is fiú a lua go bhfuil €2.322m curtha ar fáil in 2018 chun cúram a dhéanamh 
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de Chlár Tacaíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga na Roinne. Mar a bhí ar bun go dtí seo, bainfear leas as 
an gclár seo, atá dírithe ar na ceantair Ghaeltachta agus atá ardaithe €900,000 thar an soláthar a 
bhí curtha ar fáil ina leith sna Meastacháin Athbhreithnithe 2017, chun tacú tuilleadh le feidh-
miú an phróisis.

Caithfear a chur san áireamh chomh maith an raon leathan clár, scéimeanna agus tionsc-
namh eile atá á maoiniú agus á riaradh ag mo Roinn, ag Údarás na Gaeltachta agus ag Foras na 
Gaeilge araon chun tacú go díreach nó go tánaisteach leis an bpróiseas.

Ag cur é seo ar fad san áireamh, táim sásta go bhfuil soláthar cuí curtha ar fáil ón státchiste 
chun cúram cuí a dhéanamh den phróiseas pleanála teanga sa bhliain reatha.

28/02/2018WRD01100Special Areas of Conservation

28/02/2018WRD0120053. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the study of Coolrain bog, County Laois; when this will be completed; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9849/18]

28/02/2018WRD01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022, published in 
December 2017, sets out how the raised bog special areas of conservation are to be managed, 
conserved and restored and how the needs of turf cutters are to be addressed. 

Within the framework of this National Plan, my Department is considering the available op-
tions in terms of relocation of turf cutters to non-designated bogs and other alternatives and the 
invocation of certain provisions of the EU Habitats Directive.  Under article 6.3 of the Directive 
consent could only be given to cut turf on a raised bog special area of conservation where it can 
be shown that such cutting will not have an adverse effect on the site.  Under article 6.4 of the 
Directive consent could only be given to cut turf on a raised bog special area of conservation 
for imperative reasons of overriding public interest and where there are no suitable alternatives. 

14 sites have been identified by the Department, after consultation with turf cutting repre-
sentatives, as suitable for investigation for the possible utilisation of Article 6.3 of the Habitats 
Directive – a list of these sites is included in the National Raised Bog Special Areas of Conser-
vation Management Plan 2017-2022. Coolrain Bog special area of conservation is included on 
this list. 

Scientific contractors engaged by my Department have undertaken a preliminary review 
of the eco-hydrological conditions present on this site to examine the potential for continued 
turf-cutting there in accordance with the provisions of the Directive.  A separate Raised Bog 
Monitoring and Assessment Survey report was prepared to outline the current ecological condi-
tion and location of active raised bog habitat and other raised bog habitats, listed in Annex 1 of 
the Directive, on the site. 

The results of these studies, amongst those for other sites, are being considered by my De-
partment within the framework of the National Plan.

28/02/2018WRD01400Historic Towns Initiative

28/02/2018WRD0150054. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the status of an application by Kildare town under the historic towns grant scheme 2018; when 
a decision will be made on these schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[10022/18]

28/02/2018WRD01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In the 
current year, €1m has been earmarked specifically by me for the Historic Towns Initiative, 
which will complement any capital component of supports for the Historic Towns Network.  
The Initiative, managed by the Heritage Council, will provide capital funding in the region of 
€150,000-€200,000 each to a number of towns in 2018. 

I understand that the Historic Towns Steering Group will assess the applications and plans 
and make recommendations for funding to the Council by the end of February 2018.  In con-
junction with the Heritage Council I will then be making a public announcement of the outcome 
of this year’s round of funding and all applicants will be notified by letter in March of the out-
come.

28/02/2018WRD01700Departmental Funding

28/02/2018WRD0180055. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which she is in a position to offer funding under various headings to cultural and 
heritage projects, community based or otherwise in 2018; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [10152/18]

28/02/2018WRD01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Both my 
Department and the bodies under its aegis operate a wide range of funding schemes in the areas 
of arts, culture and heritage.  Details of these schemes are made available on my Department’s 
website and the individual website of the bodies concerned.

For the Deputy’s convenience a summary of the various funding areas and the links to de-
tailed information in respect of funding is set out in the following tables.   

Arts, Culture and Heritage Funding Schemes available from the Department

Programme Area   Details available at:   
Arts Film and Investment   http://www.chg.gov.ie/about/information-

requests/freedom-of-information/foi-publi-
cations-scheme/services-provided-by-the-
department/arts-unit/#grantfunding 

Cultural Policy and Institutions   http://www.chg.gov.ie/about/information-
requests/%20freedom-of-information/
foi-publications-scheme/services-%20
provided-by-the-department/cultural-policy-
and-institutions-unit/#grantfunding 

Culture Ireland               http://www.cultureireland.ie/funding 
Built Heritage &   Architectural Policy   http://www.chg.gov.ie/about/information-

requests/%20freedom-of-information/
foi-publications-scheme/%20services-pro-
vided-by-the-department/built-heritage-%20
and-architectural-policy-unit/#grantfunding 
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Programme Area   Details available at:   
National Monuments Service   http://www.chg.gov.ie/about/informa-

tion-requests/freedom-of-information/
foi-publications-scheme/services-provid-
ed-by-the-department/national-monuments-
service/#grantfunding  

 

Funding available from bodies under the aegis of the Department

Body Details available at:   
Arts Council    http://www.artscouncil.ie/funding/ 
Irish Film Board    http://www.irishfilmboard.ie/funding_pro-

grammes/ 
Heritage Council   http://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding 
Údarás na Gaeltachta   http://www.udaras.ie/en/forbairt-pobail/

tionscnaimh-ealaion-chulturtha 
Waterways Ireland   https://www.waterwaysireland.org/heritage-

grant 
Foras na Gaeilge   http://www.forasnagaeilge.ie/sceimeanna-

maoinithe/ 

28/02/2018WRD02000Scéim na gCúntóirí Teanga

28/02/2018WRD0210056. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta an dtabharfaidh sí cuntas ar an dul chun cinn maidir le scéim na gCúntóirí Teanga, 
go háirithe maidir leis na poist bhreise a cheadaigh an tAire ach nár líonadh in 2017 i scoileanna 
(sonraí tugtha); cén fáth, i mBliain seo na Gaeilge, go bhfuil scoileanna ag fanacht ar chúntóir 
teanga le breis agus dhá bhliain; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [9818/18]

28/02/2018WRD02200Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Ar mhaithe lena chinntiú go bhfuil Scéim na gCúntóirí Teanga ag feidhmiú 
ar an gcaoi is fearr is féidir mar thaca don phróiseas pleanála teanga agus don Pholasaí don 
Oideachas Gaeltachta araon, tá tús curtha ag mo Roinn le hathbhreithniú ar an scéim. 

Ós rud é go bhfuil éileamh thar na bearta ó scoileanna Gaeltachta le bheith rannpháirteach sa 
scéim, beifear ag súil leis, de thoradh an athbhreithnithe, go mbeifear in ann aghaidh a thabhairt 
ar fhreastal níos fearr a dhéanamh ar an éileamh sin. 

D’eisigh mo Roinn Iarratas ar Thairiscintí i leith an athbhreithnithear ar etenders.ie ar 5 Fe-
abhra 2018 agus tá go dtí 9 Márta 2018 chun tairiscintí ina ina leith a dhéanamh.  Tá sé i gceist 
go dtosóidh feidhmiú thorthaí an atbhreithnithe sa scoilbhliain 2018/19.

28/02/2018WRD02300Special Areas of Conservation

28/02/2018WRD0240057. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the overall plan for the special areas of conservation, SAC, designation of raised bogs, 
such as Abbeyleix bog, County Laois, in view of the importance of its conservation; the time-
frame for completion of designation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9850/18]
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28/02/2018WRD02500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022, published in 
December 2017, sets out how the raised bog special areas of conservation are to be managed, 
conserved and restored and how the needs of turf cutters are to be addressed. 

This Plan sets out the national conservation target for active raised bog to be achieved 
within the raised bog special area of conservation and natural heritage area networks.

The Review of Raised Bog Natural Heritage Area Network was published in January 2014.  
The review concluded that Ireland could more effectively achieve conservation of threatened 
raised bog habitat through focused protection and restoration of a reconfigured network. This 
entails:

- The continued designation of 36 existing natural heritage areas - this includes 7 sites to be 
divided, with part to be conserved and part de-designated;

- The de-designation of 46 natural heritage areas - including the relevant areas of the 7 sites 
to be divided; and

- The designation as natural heritage areas of 25 currently undesignated raised bogs, which 
are in public ownership or where there is reduced turf cutting pressure, so as to compensate 
for the loss of habitat within the sites where it is proposed that turf cutting can be allowed to 
continue.

I do not propose to identify these 25 sites until I am in a position to apply the relevant legal 
protections to them.  Compensation will be made available to affected turf cutters from these 
sites.

The Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2016 has been presented to Dáil Éireann and is proceeding 
through the necessary stages in the Houses of the Oireachtas.  Its purpose is to provide for the 
implementation of a reconfiguration of the natural heritage area network arising from the 2014 
Review.

28/02/2018WRD02600Cultural Policy

28/02/2018WRD0270058. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
opportunities available for local groups to become involved with the European Year of Cultural 
Heritage; the funding available; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9880/18]

28/02/2018WRD02800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I was de-
lighted to launch the The European Year of Cultural Heritage in Ireland and the Heritage Coun-
cil’s online events calendar last month.  This lists all the events and activities taking place in 
Ireland under the EYCH 2018 banner and will be updated with new events throughout the year.

The best way for local groups to get involved with the year is to submit their planned events 
that fit the theme ‘Make a Connection’ to the Heritage Council through the dedicated website 
EYCH2018.ie. Successful submissions will be granted the EYCH label, added to the online 
events calendar and promoted on social media.

Regarding available funding, the Heritage Council’s Community Grant Scheme for this 
year has focused on the European Year of Cultural Heritage theme ‘Make a Connection’, with 
up to €750,000 to be allocated to voluntary and community groups to build heritage connec-
tions that will last beyond 2018.  Applications for this Scheme closed earlier this month, and 
I look forward to announcing the successful projects with the Heritage Council in due course.
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In addition, the Heritage Council is planning a special initiative, ‘Le Chéile san Eoraip’, to 
be coordinated with local authority heritage officers and community groups to research heritage 
links – literary, historical, craft, architectural, linguistic, etc. – between their community and a 
community in another European country.

28/02/2018WRD02900National Cultural Institutions

28/02/2018WRD0300059. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
reason the position of director of the Irish Museum of Modern Art has not yet been advertised; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9889/18]

28/02/2018WRD03100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Deputy is aware, the appointment of a new Director is a matter, in the first instance, for the 
Board of Irish Museum of Modern Art, subject to my approval after consultation with the Min-
ister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  My Department is in discussions with IMMA and the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform regarding the terms and conditions relating to 
this post.  It is hoped to conclude this matter shortly and once it has been finalised the position 
will then be advertised. 

In the interim, an acting Director has been appointed by the Board who will remain in place 
until the appointment of the new Director.

28/02/2018WRD03200Cultural Policy

28/02/2018WRD0330060. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the contribution being made to Galway city as capital of culture 2020; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [9879/18]

28/02/2018WRD03400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In De-
cember 2014 the Government decided that Ireland should exercise its right to nominate a Eu-
ropean Capital of Culture for 2020 and committed in principle at that time to provide €15m to 
the selected project. 

The Government’s support represents the largest  single contribution to the overall cost of 
Galway 2020 as the European City of Culture which is €45.7m.  The balance of the funding is 
sourced from city and county local authorities, and commitments from business and sponsor-
ship. The EU Commission’s award is €1.5m.

My Department officials continue to work and support the newly formed Galway 2020 
Company with the preparations for delivery of the programme, “Making Waves”.  The Board 
of Galway 2020 Company is now finalised following a skills set analysis and  Dr. Aideen Mc 
Ginley has been appointed as Chairperson, with Declan McGonagle serving as my Depart-
ment’s representative. 

The Board comprises a  very broad range of experts striking a balance between artistic 
and governance expertise.  On 17th January, this year, I met with the CEO Ms. Hannah Kiely, 
and I have accepted an invitation to meet with the wider team of Galway2020 in the not too 
distant future. 

I also note that the new Pálás art house cinema, largely funded by my Department, will 
also add significantly to the cultural infrastructure of Galway in advance of the Capital of Cul-
ture and that it will be a major asset for hosting events during Galway 2020 and beyond.
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  Question No. 61 answered with Question No. 47.

28/02/2018WRD03600Arts and Culture Capital Scheme

28/02/2018WRD0370062. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to expand the arts and culture capital scheme as mentioned in the national development 
plan; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10026/18]

28/02/2018WRD03800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Arts 
and Culture Capital Scheme which is running from 2016 to 2018 is focused on the refurbish-
ment and enhancement of the existing stock of arts and culture facilities throughout the coun-
try.  To date, funding of €10.214m has been allocated to 134 projects under three complemen-
tary grant streams.  This is the most significant investment in cultural infrastructure in a decade 
with funding provided to a range of facilities, including arts centres, theatres, galleries and 
museums, as well as artists’ studios and creative spaces.  A full list of all successful projects is 
available on my Department’s website at the following link www.chg.gov.ie/arts/creative-arts/
grants-and-funding/. 

The National Planning Framework and National Development Plan - Ireland 2040 launched 
on 16 February 2018 by An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar T.D., recognises the value and importance 
of our culture, language and heritage as an integral part of Irish life.  In these areas, the headline 
announcement from the launch is a €1 billion investment in Culture and Heritage over the 10 
year period of the plan including;

 - €460 million for our National Cultural Institutions, 

 - €265 million for cultural and creativity investment programme, and 

 - €285 million for natural and built heritage. 

Incorporated in the Plan is the expansion of the Arts and Culture Capital Scheme.  I will 
shortly launch my Department’s sectoral plan entitled Investing in our Culture, Language and 
Heritage.  This will cover the Department’s investment programme in greater detail as part 
of the State’s overall plan.  In due course, details of further grant schemes under the Arts and 
Culture Capital Scheme will be announced in parallel with an application process which will be 
similar to the application processes operated in 2016 and 2017.

28/02/2018WRD03900Commemorative Events

28/02/2018WRD0400063. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to mark the 70th anniversary of the National Symphony Orchestra; if she has discussed 
this with the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9976/18]

28/02/2018WRD04100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): While 
the RTÉ  National Concert Orchestra does not come under the remit of my Department, I note 
that the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra did celebrate its 70th birthday with a special birth-
day concert from the National Concert Hall on 16th of February and broadcast live on Lyric 
FM.

My Department is maintaining close contact with the Department of Communications, Cli-
mate Action and Environment in relation to the RTÉ review of orchestral music as set out in my 
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reply to today’s question number 21.

  Question No. 64 answered with Question No. 47.

28/02/2018WRD04300Film Industry

28/02/2018WRD0440065. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to establish a proper and transparent structure of progression and qualification 
for trainees in the film industry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10082/18]

28/02/2018WRD0450068. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if she has satisfied herself with the conditions of employment for workers in the Irish film 
industry in terms of training, working hours, employment status and pension rights; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10083/18]

28/02/2018WRD04600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 65 and 68 together.

As part of a response to improve training  and related conditions of employment in the film 
industry, the Irish Film Board and the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland jointly commissioned a 
report on the issue of training in the Irish film, television and animation industry.  The study by 
consultants Crowe Howarth Final Report in respect of Strategy for the Development of Skills 
for  the Audio-Visual Industry in Ireland.

The Film Board through its training arm Screen Training Ireland is already acting on the 
recommendations of the Crowe Howarth Report.  Screen Training Ireland is now examining the 
report wit a view to implementing the major recommendations.  This will include:

 - Establishment of an advisory Board for Screen Training Ireland;

 - Appointment of a Training Manager;

 - Engagement with the sector with regard to the recommendations;

 - A skills-gap audit across live-action, animation and television production sectors; and

 - Consideration of accreditation models.

In  addition, international audiovisual consultants Olsberg SPI with Nordicity were commis-
sioned to undertake an economic analysis of the Irish audiovisual industry to determine its con-
tribution to Ireland’s economy and to make recommendations for policy interventions which 
would increase the value of and numbers employed in the sector.  The consultants finalised and 
submitted their report to the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and the Steering 
Group members in December 2017.

The recommendations of the economic analysis and the Crowe Horwath report are provid-
ing inputs for the development of an industry-wide long-term plan for the production of film, 
TV, drama and animation in Ireland under Pillar 4 of the Creative Ireland programme.  This 
will include the establishment of an ongoing steering group to oversee the development of the 
industry.

Employees in the film industry are entitled to all existing legal protections.  However, the 
Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2017,  which is currently before the Dáil will 
improve the security and predictability of working hours for employees on insecure contracts 
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and those working variable hours.  The Bill, which is a matter for the Minister for Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protection is being brought forward in response to the commitment in  
the Programme for a Partnership Government to address the problems caused by the increased 
casualisation of work and to strengthen the regulation of precarious work.

28/02/2018WRD04700Departmental Expenditure

28/02/2018WRD0480066. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
expenditure to date on the restoration of the Ulster canal; the provision in her Department’s 
Estimates for this project in 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9884/18]

28/02/2018WRD04900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In July 
2007, the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) agreed to a proposal to restore the section 
of the Ulster Canal from Upper Lough Erne to Clones.  Planning approvals for the project have 
been secured from the relevant authorities in the two jurisdictions.

Government approval to restore a 2.5 km stretch of the Ulster Canal from Upper Lough 
Erne to the International Scout Centre at Castle Saunderson near Belturbet in Co. Cavan, was 
secured on 24th  February 2015.

Waterways Ireland is currently working on the first phase of reopening navigation from the 
Erne to Castle Saunderson on the Ulster Canal.  The works have been temporarily suspended 
to allow flooding to recede on site following the heavy rainfall post Christmas. Work recom-
menced on 26th  February 2018.  This weather event will delay completion until July 2018. 

To date over €2.8m has been spent on the entire Ulster Canal project. Expenditure of 
€1.133m is forecast to complete navigation to Castle Saunderson in 2018.

28/02/2018WRD05000Broadcasting Sector

28/02/2018WRD0510067. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the review of orchestral provision at RTÉ which was due to report in February 2018; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9888/18]

28/02/2018WRD05200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Deputy will appreciate that there are existing legislative obligations on RTÉ in relation to the 
provision of music and that responsibility for RTÉ is, in the first instance, a matter for my col-
league the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. 

However, as Minister with responsibility for culture, and of oversight of the National Con-
cert Hall, I believe it is important that there is strong provision of orchestral music in Ireland.

In this regard, officials from my Department have met with officials from the Department 
of Communications, Climate Action and Environment to discuss the matter.  They were in-
formed that the RTÉ review is an internal review which is to make recommendations regarding 
the best configuration of the orchestras, but that RTÉ has acknowledged that the orchestras are 
integral to RTE’s arts and cultural programming, and form a key part of RTÉ’s arts and culture 
strategy. 

My Department will maintain close contact with the Department of Communications, Cli-
mate Action and Environment in relation to this matter and both Departments will consider 
the outcome of the RTÉ review when that is complete.  I understand that a final report will be 
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delivered to RTÉ shortly. 

  Question No. 68 answered with Question No. 65.

28/02/2018WRD05400Limistéir Pleanála Teanga

28/02/2018WRD0550069. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta  cé mhéad limistéar atá i gceist maidir leis na limistéir pleanála teanga i nGaillimh; cé 
mhéad plean atá faofa agus ag feidhmiú faoi láthair; cé mhéad plean atá os comhair na Roinne 
faoi láthair; cad é stádas na bpleananna eile [10078/18]

28/02/2018WRD05600Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Faoin bpróiseas pleanála teanga mar a leagtar amach é faoi Acht na Gaeltach-
ta 2012 tá Gaeltacht na Gaillimhe comdhéanta den 10 limistéar pleanála teanga Gaeltachta a 
leanas:

1.  Oileáin Árann

2.  Ceantar na nOileán

3.  An Cheathrú Rua

4.  Conamara Láir

5.  Dúiche Sheoigheach agus Tuar Mhic Éadaigh

6.  Cois Fharraige

7.  Maigh Cuilinn

8.  Bearna agus Cnoc na Cathrach

9.  Oirthear Chathair na Gaillimhe

10. An tEachréidh

Ar bhonn náisiúnta, tá pleananna teanga i leith: Ghaoth Dobhair, Rann na Feirste, Anagaire 
& Loch an Iúir; Cois Fharraige; Cloich Chionnaola, Gort an Choirce, An Fál Carrach & Mach-
aire Rabhartaigh; agus Na Déise ceadaithe anois faoin bpróiseas.

Tá pleananna teanga i leith na limistéar:  Múscraí, Ciarraí Theas; Dúiche Sheoigheach/Tuar 
Mhic Éadaigh; An Cheathrú Rua á mbreithniú ag mo Roinn faoi láthair.

Beifear ag súil leis go gcuirfear pleananna i leith na limistéar a leanas faoi bhráid mo Roinne 
chun críche faofa idir seo agus deireadh na blian.

- Ciarraí Thiar

- Ceantar na nOileán

- Conamara Láir

- Toraigh

- Tuaisceart Dhún na nGall

- Maigh Eo Thuaidh
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- Oileán Árainn

- Rath Chairn & Baile Ghib

- Dún na nGall Theas

- Árainn Mhór

Ina theannta sin tá obair ar bun chun ullmhúchán pleananna teanga i leith na limistéar eile 
a bhrú chun cinn sa bhliain reatha i dtreo is a bheith ag cinntiú go mbeidh feidhmiú pleananna 
teanga ar bun i ngach ceann den 26 limistéar pleanála teanga Gaeltachta faoi dheireadh 2020.

28/02/2018WRD05700Feabhsú Céibheanna

28/02/2018WRD0580070. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cad iad na pleananna atá aici chun feabhas a 
chur ar Ché na Reannaí ar Athphort ar oileán Árainn Mhór; an dtabharfaidh sí sonraí maidir leis 
na pleananna chun an togra a thabhairt chun críche; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  
[9817/18]

28/02/2018WRD05900Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Tá deontais éagsúla ceadaithe ag mo Roinn thar na blianta don togra atá luaite 
ag an Teachta.  Idir na blianta 2001 agus 2006, ceadaíodh deontais de luach €217,666 chun 
réamhthuarascáil a ullmhú maidir le forbairt na cé.  Sa bhliain 2008, cheadaigh mo Roinn deon-
tas €240,185 chun a chumasú do Chomhairle Chontae Dhún na nGall innealtóirí comhairleacha 
a cheapadh don tionscadal.  Bhí an dearadh, ullmhú doiciméid tairisceana agus lorg tairiscintí 
i measc na n-oibreacha a bhí le cur i gcríoch ag an gComhairle agus, mar chuid den togra, ba 
ghá ceadúnas urthrá a fháil ina leith chomh maith.  Tuigtear do mo Roinn nach bhfuil an ceadú-
nas sin faighte go fóill ag an gComhairle Chontae.  Tuigtear di chomh maith go bhfuil tuilleadh 
suirbhéanna le déanamh mar chuid den iarratas ar an gceadúnas ach go bhfuil costas ard ag 
baint leis na suirbhéanna sin.  Má fhaigheann mo Roinn iarratas ar chúnamh ón gComhairle 
Chontae chun cuidiú leo íoc as na costais sin, déanfar é a mheas chomh báúil agus is féidir, ag 
cur san áireamh na n-acmhainní atá ar fáil d’forbairt na n-oileán agus na n-éileamh éagsúla ar 
na hacmhainní sin.

28/02/2018WRD06000Hare Coursing Data

28/02/2018WRD0610071. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of hares that died while in captivity by coursing clubs in each of the years 
2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9844/18]

28/02/2018WRD06200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Figures 
available to my Department from the Irish Coursing Club indicate that during the 2015/16 and 
2016/17 hare coursing seasons the number of hares that died at coursing meetings was 36 and 
26 respectively.  Based on returns received by my Department to date from the Irish Coursing 
Club on behalf of its affiliated clubs and reports by officials of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service of my Department, 20 hares have died at or subsequent to coursing meetings during the 
current 2017/18 season.

The reports generated by the Irish Coursing Club and the National Parks and Wildlife Ser-
vice for the 2015/16 and 2016/17 seasons, which would include information to identify the 
coursing clubs where hares died, are available on the website of the NPWS at www.npws.ie.  
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Similar reports on the 2017/18 coursing season will be published on the NPWS website as they 
become available.

28/02/2018WRD06300Commemorative Events

28/02/2018WRD0640072. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
role of her Department in the planning and preparations for State commemorations up to 2021; 
and the number of staff involved and proposals under consideration. [9876/18]

28/02/2018WRD06500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Minister with responsibility for leading the State commemorative programme for the second 
half of the Decade of Centenaries, my constant priority is to bring forward commemorations 
that are inclusive, respectful and authentic.  

The Government will continue to be supported in its approach to remembering the signifi-
cant historical events between 1918 and 1923 by the guidance of the Expert Advisory Group 
on Commemorations, chaired by Dr Maurice Manning and by the All Party Group on Com-
memorations once established.

My predecessor, Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., launched a public consultation process 
last October, in order to assist the Advisory Group in its work to provide advice to the Gov-
ernment over the remainder of the Decade.  The objective of this process is to give interested 
parties the opportunity to submit their views and ideas around how the events between 1918 
and 1923 might be appropriately and respectfully remembered, in line with the principles ex-
pressed in the Second Statement of the Expert Advisory Group on Commemorations.  The pub-
lic consultation process was originally due to close on 31st January 2018 and the closing date 
was extended until today (28th February) to give all interested parties who would like to make 
submissions the opportunity to do so.  Over 50 submissions have been received to date and the 
Expert Advisory Group will consider these submissions in providing their advice and guidance 
to Government. 

The number of staff involved in planning, preparing and delivering State commemorations 
up to 2021 will vary depending on the volume and intensity of the work on hand but currently 
stands at a core team of seven staff.  This team also liaises with relevant colleagues in a num-
ber of other Government Departments including the Departments of the Taoiseach, Defence, 
Foreign Affairs and Trade and Education & Skills, along with the Office of Public Works as 
appropriate.

The 2018 Commemoration Programme comprises four thematic strands commemorating 
the significant historical event which took place in 1918:

- the death of John Redmond and the decline of the Irish Parliamentary Party

- the end of World War 1

- the introduction of voting rights for women and their right to stand in Parliamentary elec-
tions

- the emergence and divergence of Irish identity in 1918.

28/02/2018WRE00200Departmental Meetings
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28/02/2018WRE0030073. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the newspapers 
his Department officials have engaged with in relation to promoting or explaining Government 
business in his Department; when these meetings took place; if they are held on a regular basis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10290/18]

28/02/2018WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Depart-
ment’s Press Office staff and my press advisor are, as part of their normal duties,  in contact 
with a range of print and broadcast media organisations on a daily basis in response to questions 
from the media submitted to my Department. Due to the nature and extent of such contact, each 
specific encounter is not recorded.

28/02/2018WRE00500Army Barracks

28/02/2018WRE0060074. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the various long-
standing leasehold, freehold and fee farm grant agreements that are administered by him for 
both Cathal Brugha barracks and McKee barracks. [10305/18]

28/02/2018WRE00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): It is not possible, 
within the time allocated to respond to PQs, to provide the information sought by the Deputy.  
Steps are being taken to have the titles of both barracks thoroughly examined by the CSSO with 
a view to furnishing a detailed response to the Deputy in due course.

28/02/2018WRE00800Defence Forces Funding

28/02/2018WRE0090075. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the funding 
being allocated to the Defence Forces under the National Development Plan 2018 to 2027. 
[10306/18]

28/02/2018WRE01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The National De-
velopment Plan sets out Departmental Capital Allocations for the period 2018 – 2022.  A total 
of €541 million has been allocated to the Defence Vote for these years, as follows:

Defence Capital Allocations 2018-2022

Year 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Total
 €Million  77 106 113  120 125  541
This capital funding will allow the Defence Organisation to undertake a programme of sus-

tained equipment replacement and infrastructural development as identified and prioritised in 
the Defence White Paper.

28/02/2018WRE01100Air Corps

28/02/2018WRE0120076. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of Air Corps personnel that suffer from occupational asthma. [10344/18]

28/02/2018WRE0130077. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of Air Corps personnel that have been medically discharged or had service extensions refused 
due to occupational asthma. [10345/18]

28/02/2018WRE01400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 76 and 77 together.

I am advised by the military authorities that it would be necessary to examine the medi-
cal file of each individual Air Corps personnel to determine if any persons have any particular 
medical condition.  The Deputy will appreciate that it is not practical to do this. 

As I indicated in my previous reply to your PQ 30640/17 on 29th June 2017, in relation 
to discharges from the Air Corps on foot of medical boards, I am advised that in the period 
mid-2012 to mid-2017 none related to asthma.  At contract renewal stage personnel must fulfil 
certain criteria. These criteria relate to service, conduct, training and also minimum standards 
of medical and physical fitness.  Personnel who do not meet these standards are ineligible for 
contract renewal. 

In relation to renewal of contracts, I am advised that it would also be necessary to examine 
the individual medical files of each individual who left the Air Corps to determine if any per-
son was refused a contract renewal as a result of incompatible medical fitness. Within existing 
resources this is not feasible.

28/02/2018WRE01600Defence Forces Operations

28/02/2018WRE0170078. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views 
on the permanent structured co-operation from an operational point of view and Ireland’s com-
mitment to future operations. [10350/18]

28/02/2018WRE01800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Ireland has al-
ways strongly supported the development of the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) and the EU’s capacity to respond to international crises in support of the United Na-
tions.  We have participated in all aspects of the CSDP since it was established and are one of 
the leading contributors to CSDP Operations, both military and civil. 

Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) is a further initiative in strengthening the 
Union’s capacity in this regard and developments in CSDP have been supported by the UN 
Secretary General as potentially providing additional capabilities for UN mandated operations. 

While not changing Ireland’s existing security and defence arrangements, participation in 
PESCO will enhance our military capabilities for participation in UN mandated peace support 
operations; enhance interoperability and, working with our EU partners thereby ensure that our 
troops are equipped with the latest and best equipment and training.  PESCO will also facilitate 
burden-sharing of the costs of capability development across a number of like-minded Mem-
ber States by enabling participating countries to come together voluntarily and - on a project 
by project basis – to jointly develop military crisis management capabilities for use in CSDP 
operations and missions.   It was for these reasons that I sought Government approval last No-
vember to participate in PESCO, followed by Dáil approval in December. 

Our participation in PESCO involves no commitment to participate in any CSDP operation 
or to the development of any form of common military force.  It goes without saying that any 
future potential Irish participation in EU missions or operations will be considered within the 
framework of the Irish Constitution and Irish law and that there is no change to the current triple 
lock arrangements in regard to the deployment of Irish military personnel overseas. 

In considering potential future operations regard will also be had to the prevailing demands 
on the Defence Forces, our overseas commitments and available resources and the nature and 
mandate of the operation foreseen.
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28/02/2018WRE01900Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRE0200079. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
newspapers his Department officials have engaged with in relation to promoting or explaining 
Government business in his Department; when these meetings took place; if they are held on a 
regular basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10294/18]

28/02/2018WRE02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department engages with a wide range of Irish and international media publications and out-
lets on a daily basis.  The purpose of this engagement is to assist with queries submitted by the 
media concerned and as necessary, to provide relevant background information that assists with 
understanding of and reporting on the work of my Department and Ireland’s diplomatic mis-
sions abroad in support of Irish foreign policy priorities as set by Government.

The engagement most regularly occurs via email and telephone contact, with occasional in-
person meetings and briefings also taking place from time to time.

28/02/2018WRE02200Primary Medical Certificates Eligibility

28/02/2018WRE0230080. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the medical 
criteria to qualify for the primary medical certificate (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10231/18]

28/02/2018WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled 
Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT on the purchase of 
an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent physical disabilities, 
payment of a fuel grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Certifi-
cate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must satisfy one of the following 
conditions:

-  be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

-  be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

-  be without both hands or without both arms;

-  be without one or both legs;

-  be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

-  have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs. 

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure costing €65 million in each of 2016 and 
2017 (excluding motor tax foregone).  From time to time I receive representations on behalf of 
individuals who believe they would benefit from the scheme but do not qualify under the crite-
ria.  While I have sympathy for such cases, given the scale and scope of the scheme, I have no 
plans to review the medical criteria at this time.

Finally, I would like to point out that the Government’s legislative programme for 2018 
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includes the Health (Transport Support) Bill which provides for a scheme to make individual 
payments as a contribution towards transport costs to persons with severe disabilities on a low 
income who cannot access public transport.  The legislation is being brought forward by my 
colleague the Minister for Health.  Persons who do not meet the medical criteria for the Dis-
abled Drivers and Disabled Passengers Scheme may qualify for the proposed Transport Support 
Scheme.

28/02/2018WRE02500Departmental Funding

28/02/2018WRE0260081. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the funding provided to 
the Comptroller and Auditor General in each of the years 2008 to 2017 and to date in 2018. 
[10391/18]

28/02/2018WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Funding for the Office of the Comp-
troller and Auditor General is provided through Vote 8.  The salary costs of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General are provided from the Central Fund.  Details of each of these funding mecha-
nisms for each of the years 2008 to 2017 and to date in 2018 are in the following table.

Vote 8 – Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General

Total gross issues from Central Fund in respect of C&AG salary costs*

Gross €000 Net €000 Appropriations 
in Aid €000

2008 €249,689 €13,038 €7,831 €5,207
2009 €252,877 €12,150 €6,642 €5,508
2010 €215,688 €10,843 €5,063 €5,780
2011 €213,769 €11,487 €4,316 €7,171
2012 €153,561 €10,920 €5,023 €5,897
2013 €176,549 €11,098 €5,761 €5,337
2014 €175,742 €11,045 €5,244 €5,801
2015 €182,501 €12,141 €6,017 €6,124
2016 €175,742 €11,567 €5,053 €6,514
2017 €179,130 €11,925 €5,915 €6,010
2018 €28,010 €13,977 €7,927 €6,050
*These figures do not include deductions in respect of voluntary salary surrenders made 

by the relevant individuals which were credited back to the Central Fund. Please note that the 
figure for 2012 is lower than the previous years due to the fact that there was a vacancy in the 
post from March 2012 to June 2012.

28/02/2018WRE02800Insurance Compensation Fund

28/02/2018WRE0290082. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the way in which former cus-
tomers of a company (details supplied) who are owed compensation can claim reimbursement; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10213/18]

28/02/2018WRE03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Setanta was placed into liquidation 
by the Malta Financial Services Authority on 30 April 2014.  As it was a Maltese incorporated 
company, the liquidation is being carried out under Maltese law.
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The Deputy will be aware that under the Insurance Act 1964, as amended, monies may be 
paid out of the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF), with the approval of the High Court, in 
relation to an insolvent insurer, to meet claims up to a limit of 65% or €825,000 of the claim, 
whichever is the lesser.

The refund of premiums for commercial and personal insurance policies is not covered by 
the ICF.  However, a portion of any such refund due, may be met from the proceeds of the dis-
tribution of Setanta’s assets on completion of the liquidation process. 

The Deputy will also be aware of my decision in principle that the State will ensure that Se-
tanta third party claimants are compensated in full, which was announced on 30 January.  The 
Department of Finance is now working through the detailed arrangements to implement this 
decision, which is likely to require legislative change.  In this regard, the next step is to give 
consideration as to whether there is any state aid or other legal issue associated with the pro-
posed approach.  The Department is currently working with the Attorney General’s Office on 
this issue and once the position is clarified I can give an indication of the likely timeline for pay-
ment, including the payment of the additional 35% to those who have settled their claims and 
have already received compensation of 65% of their claim subject to the limit outlined above.

The liquidator for Setanta Insurance has informed me that as of 31 December 2017, there 
are 1,577 active claims, of these 573 claimants have been paid compensation from the ICF sub-
ject to the 65%/€825,000 limit.

No date has been fixed for the next payment from the ICF, but the Liquidator has informed 
me that preparatory work is underway in respect of some 275 claims to the value of c €5.8m, 
with a view to the Accountant to the High Court making an application before the end of March.  
These payments will be paid subject to the 65%/€825,000 limit. 

It is important to note that only claims which have been settled can be included in applica-
tions to the High Court for payment from the ICF.  The process of settling claims is still ongoing 
and is subject in some cases to complex negotiations between all relevant parties.  It is hoped 
that by the State taking steps to ensure that third party claimants are compensated in full, this 
will encourage the settlement of all outstanding claims as quickly as possible.

28/02/2018WRE03100Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRE0320083. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the newspapers his Department 
officials have engaged with in relation to promoting or explaining Government business in his 
Department; when these meetings took place; if they are held on a regular basis; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10293/18]

28/02/2018WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Press Office organises briefings for 
journalists upon request as part of its normal course of work to explain government business 
pertaining to the Department of Finance. In such cases, all media outlets are invited to send a 
representative. 

28/02/2018WRE03400Mortgage Book Sales

28/02/2018WRE0350084. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Finance if the split mortgage 
agreements and restructure agreements in relation to the proposed sale of loans by a bank (de-
tails supplied) some of which stretch 15 to 20 years will be honoured by the purchaser or equity 
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fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10338/18]

28/02/2018WRE03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset I should emphasize at this 
stage that no loan has been sold yet and it won’t be known how many loans will be sold for a 
number of months, nor the composition of these loans.  In addition, it is not known to whom the 
loans will be sold.  However, I want and expect PTSB to be transparent with their customers 
when it comes to this sale process as it evolves.

It is important to highlight that there are no changes to the rights or obligations of a custom-
er whose loan is sold by a bank.  All terms and conditions attached to their mortgage contract 
remain in place.  In addition, as credit servicing firms servicing loans on behalf of unregulated 
entities are required to comply with the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA), all 
protections under the CCMA are unchanged.  The customer is in the exact same position as they 
were before their loan was sold.  In relation specifically to restructured loans, including splits, 
any purchaser will be obliged to honour the terms of the restructure agreement, should such 
loans be included in the final sale. 

It is also clear that these restructured loans, where customers are meeting the terms of the 
revised contract, fall into a very different category than the others. These customers are in a 
much stronger position in every sense and hence the interested buyer of these restructured loans 
could be very different as a result.

Finally, I would reiterate that I am prepared to engage with Deputies from other parties in 
an effort to see if we can strengthen and enhance the protections that are already in place for 
mortgage holders in a sensible manner.

28/02/2018WRE03700Mortgage Arrears Proposals

28/02/2018WRE0380085. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason mortgage loans 
that have been restructured by agreement between a bank and in cases in which the borrower 
and the terms of that agreement are being fully honoured are being regarded as non-performing 
loans by the regulator; if he or the Central Bank are seeking to address this issue at a European 
level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10397/18]

28/02/2018WRE03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In answering the Deputy’s question, it 
is useful if I start by giving some historic context.  During the height of the financial crisis a key 
focus of the authorities was on stabilising and ultimately reducing mortgage arrears through the 
implementation of sustainable mortgage solutions that were agreed with borrowers. 

This led to the Central Bank of Ireland (CBI) introducing public mortgage arrears resolu-
tion targets (MART) for the banks in H1 2013.  As the MART process was rolled out a split 
mortgage solution or a part capital and interest solution that met certain criteria were accepted 
by the CBI as being sustainable for the purposes of these targets.  

Following the successful achievement of these targets by each of the banks, and since the 
implementation of the SSM in November 2014, the focus has shifted from the question of mort-
gage arrears levels and banks’ progress in restructuring loans. In fact regulatory attitudes have 
not only hardened but have changed.  This shift in focus has been accompanied by a new strict 
definition of what constitutes an NPL.  

Officials in my Department met with staff of the SSM at the highest level on two occasions 
since late 2016 and discussed NPLs.  In the course of their discussions they outlined the back-
ground and history to the restructuring effort in Ireland and questioned the logic of now clas-
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sifying some types of restructured loans as NPL, and not just for a short probationary period but 
indefinitely. 

While my Department has been informed that the SSM is looking into the regulatory treat-
ment of split mortgages across a number of European member states I have no evidence at this 
point that this categorisation is going to change.  

Aside from direct interaction with the SSM, Department officials have also been actively 
involved in the discussions on NPLs through its involvement in the European Council’s Finan-
cial Services Committee subgroup on NPLs, and the more recent European Commission Expert 
Group on NPLs.  While this has ensured that Ireland’s views are voiced and considered on the 
matter, ultimately the final arbiter on the resolution of problem loans is the SSM.

The CBI has provided me with the following comment in relation to the Deputy’s question:

“In 2014, the European Banking Authority (EBA) introduced harmonized definitions of 
forbearance and non-performing exposures for supervisory reporting purposes (referred to as 
the ITS on forbearance and non-performing exposures).  The definitions provide supervisors of 
European banks with comparable measures of asset quality and forbearance activities.  Banks 
are required to submit reporting templates (via FINREP) detailing their level of non-performing 
and forborne exposures in line with the EBA’s definitions. 

Paragraph 145 of the EBA’s ITS on forbearance and non-performing exposures provides the 
definition of non-performing while paragraph 163 defines forbearance.  Exposures should be 
classified as non-performing and/or forborne if they meet the relevant criteria outlined in the 
ITS.  In relation to curing, paragraph 157 outlines the criteria required for a non-performing 
forborne exposure to move back to performing status.

Furthermore, in March 2017 the SSM published “Guidance to banks on non-performing 
loans” which sets out supervisory expectation regarding NPL identification, management, mea-
surement and write-offs.  Information on the requirements to cure/exit from non-performing 
status is also provided, which utilises the ITS noted above. 

Therefore, restructured NPLs can migrate back to performing when the criteria outlined in 
the EBA ITS has been satisfied, and it is the bank’s responsibility to conduct that assessment.  
Depending on the specificities of the restructure, it can take at least a year for a restructured NPL 
to move back to performing status.  Restructured NPLs successfully moving back to performing 
status is one of the important factors in improvements in mortgage NPL levels in recent years.”

28/02/2018WRE04000VAT Rate Application

28/02/2018WRE0410086. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the status of the charging of VAT 
on rental income in cases (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10420/18]

28/02/2018WRE04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by The Revenue Commis-
sioners that it is not possible to provide a definitive answer based on the information provided 
by the Deputy. 

I would point out that the letting of immovable goods is exempt from VAT in accordance 
with the EU VAT Directive, with which Irish VAT law must comply.  Therefore, the rental in-
come received in respect of residential accommodation is not subject to VAT.
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However, prior to April 2007 a landlord could waive the exemption from VAT on rental in-
come from residential property.  In those circumstances VAT was charged on the rental income 
from the property and the landlord was entitled to reclaim VAT on costs incurred in developing, 
acquiring or renovating that property.  Where such a waiver was exercised the rental income 
received continues to be liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 23%, and the landlord is 
obliged to account for that VAT in his or her VAT returns. 

The landlord may also avail of the waiver of exemption cancellation provisions set out in 
the VAT Consolidation Act, 2010 which results in the rental income being no longer subject to 
VAT.  However, cancelling the waiver may also result in a tax liability for the landlord where 
the input VAT recovered on acquisition or development of the residential property is greater 
than the output VAT on the rental income.

28/02/2018WRE04300Wards of Court

28/02/2018WRE0440087. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans to 
amend the Comptroller and Auditor General (Amendment) Act 1993 in order that the invest-
ment funds for wards of court can be audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General as recom-
mended by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice in its wards of court report. [10277/18]

28/02/2018WRE04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Consti-
tution provides that there shall be a Comptroller and Auditor General to control on behalf of 
the State all disbursements and to audit all accounts of moneys administered by or under the 
authority of the Oireachtas and that the terms and conditions of the Office of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General shall be determined by law.

Under the Comptroller and Auditor General (Amendment) Act, 1993, the Comptroller and 
Auditor General is empowered to perform the audit of accounts of moneys administered by or 
under the control of the Oireachtas.  Section 5(1)(a) of the Comptroller and Auditor General 
(Amendment) Act 1993 expressly excludes the C&AG from auditing a fund under the control 
of the courts.  

On foot of the recommendations of the Public Accounts Committee advices were sought by 
the Department of Justice and Equality from the Office of the Attorney General as to whether 
there are any constitutional impediments that may arise in the context of any measure to give 
legislative effect to the Comptroller and Auditor General auditing moneys held in trust by the 
courts for wards of court.

The Attorney General’s Office has advised that the proposal is incompatible with the Consti-
tution.  What the Constitution contemplates is the Comptroller and Auditor General’s oversight 
in respect of public funds alone.  The legislative proposal at issue contemplates the Comptroller 
and Auditor General’s oversight in respect of wardship funds, funds administered under the au-
thority of the courts.  The courts are independent in the exercise of their functions, and wardship 
funds are not public funds.  There is thus no constitutional sanction for the legislative proposal.

On the basis of advice received from the Office of the Attorney General, I have no plans to 
amend the Comptroller and Auditor General (Amendment) Act, 1993 to provide that the invest-
ment funds of wards of court can be audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General.

28/02/2018WRE04600Shared Services
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28/02/2018WRE0470088. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
steps being taken to address the ongoing problems with the PeoplePoint system for civil ser-
vants who are experiencing underpayments, overpayments, delays in processing leave, flexi 
time, sick leave and pensions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10233/18]

28/02/2018WRE0480089. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of cases in relation to underpayments, overpayments, delays in processing leave, flexi 
time, sick leave and pensions being experienced by the PeoplePoint system for civil servants 
in each department in 2017 and to date in 2018; the number of cases which have been resolved 
and are still live respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10234/18]

28/02/2018WRE04900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 88 and 89 together.

The National Shared Services Office will respond directly to the Deputy on these matters.

28/02/2018WRE05100Civil Service Staff Data

28/02/2018WRE0520090. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 147 of 31 January 2018, the number of civil servants based in 
each zone by each specific Department, agency or body listed in a document (details supplied) 
by location under the Civil Service mobility scheme, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10243/18]

28/02/2018WRE05300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy 
will be aware that the Civil Service Mobility scheme is one of a number of arrangements to be 
put in place to fulfil the requirements of Action 15 of the Civil Service Renewal Plan which 
calls to ‘Expand career and mobility opportunities for staff across geographic, organisational 
and sectorial boundaries’.  

The scheme is being phased in with Phase 1A for the grades of CO and EO moving to/from 
and outside Dublin.  

My Department does not hold information on Civil Service numbers per department within 
each zone as specified under the Civil Service Mobility scheme.  However reporting is currently 
being designed and developed per zone that will provide this information in the near future.

In the meantime, the Deputy can access information on the number of CO and EO posts 
(rather than actual headcount) per organisation and zone.  This can be viewed on the Mobility 
Map at http://hr.per.gov.ie/civil-service-mobility/.

28/02/2018WRE05400Public Private Partnerships

28/02/2018WRE0550091. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
in relation to the public private partnership projects; his further plans to lift the cap PPPs use to 
fund major public projects in view of the fact that Government direct borrowing is cheaper; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10321/18]

28/02/2018WRE05600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): An inter-
Departmental/Inter-Agency Group was established in 2017 to review Ireland’s experience 
of PPPs and to make recommendations on the future role of PPPs, in the context of the new 10 
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year National Development Plan (NDP).  The NDP summarises the key findings and recom-
mendations agreed as part of the PPP review and the detailed report of the review will be pub-
lished shortly.  Once published, the recommendations of the review will be included in the PPP 
policy guidelines and will apply to all future PPP projects.  

One of the recommendations of the review included in the NDP is that consideration of PPP 
as a procurement option should be assessed on a level-playing field with the traditional procure-
ment option.  In this context, the cap on PPP costs of 10 per cent of the aggregate Exchequer 
capital allocation in any particular year is to be discontinued, in favour of re-introducing the 
original budgetary control mechanism for PPPs.  

To put this into context, following the fiscal crisis when capital envelopes for Departments 
were significantly reduced, and PPPs offered an opportunity to deliver additional projects to 
supplement a fiscally constrained Exchequer funded capital investment programme, a new In-
vestment Policy Framework for PPPs was introduced.  In order to secure the long-term af-
fordability and sustainability of PPP commitments this included a limit of 10 per cent of the 
aggregate Exchequer capital allocation in any individual year on the total financial exposure 
associated with all PPPs for that year.   

However, following the PPP review, and in light of the very substantial new public capital 
investment programme contained in the NDP, it is now recommended that the original budget-
ary control mechanism for PPPs should be re-applied.  This requires that the capital value of 
PPPs over the construction period should be charged to the Exchequer capital allocation of the 
sponsoring Department so that PPPs and traditionally procured projects are treated equally in 
terms of determining which procurement option to adopt.

As the Deputy will be aware, PPPs are subjected to the same robust and rigorous project 
appraisal process as traditionally procured infrastructure under the Public Spending Code, a 
key objective of which is to secure the best value-for-money from public capital investment, 
whether by PPP or traditional procurement and taking into account such issues as the difference 
in funding costs for PPPs and Exchequer funded investment projects. 

The intention is that PPPs will continue to be a procurement option available to Govern-
ment for appropriately structured projects which demonstrate value for money over a traditional 
procurement option.  As the PPP Review has concluded, it is essential that projects are judged 
on their merits and where PPPs offer better value-for-money than traditional procurement in a 
particular case, they should be selected on that basis.

28/02/2018WRE05700Office of Public Works Projects

28/02/2018WRE0580092. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the works 
being carried out in the Magazine Fort in the Phoenix Park; when the works will be completed; 
when the fort will be reopened as an amenity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10323/18]

28/02/2018WRE05900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Commissioners of Public Works have an ongoing and phased programme 
of maintenance and conservation works planned at the Magazine Fort.  Alongside these works, 
OPW has recently appointed a multi-disciplinary team to put in place a master plan for the 
Phoenix Park, which will include the Magazine Fort and look at viable and sustainable uses for 
the Fort and its significant complex of military buildings. 

The Magazine Fort has being closed to the public over the winter months as per the previ-
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ous year and will re-open again for tours in April. These tours will commence from the Phoenix 
Park Visitors Centre and will run until October 2018. The tours are on Sundays only and com-
mence at 10.00am, 12noon and 2.00 pm and have a limited capacity.

28/02/2018WRF00200Public Parks

28/02/2018WRF0030093. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the length 
of time a road and park will be closed for a concert (details supplied); the security to be pro-
vided for the event; the discussions his Department has had with both Fingal and Dublin city 
councils and local residents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10324/18]

28/02/2018WRF00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Commissioners of Public Works can advise that the proposed concerts for 
Phoenix Park are still subject to a license from Dublin City Council.  As part of the licensing 
process for this event, Dublin City Council received submissions and observations from the 
public, which are being considered in advance of a decision on the license.  It is not possible to 
give information on possible road closures and security until this process is complete.

Meetings are ongoing between Fingal County Council, Dublin City Council, OPW and 
other prescribed statutory bodies in relation to the proposed event.

28/02/2018WRF00500Heritage Projects

28/02/2018WRF0060094. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the heri-
tage projects in the national development plan, NDP, in relation to the Botanic Gardens his 
Department has responsibility and funding for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10325/18]

28/02/2018WRF0070095. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the heritage 
projects in the national development plan, NDP, in relation to the Phoenix Park his Department 
has responsibility and funding for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10326/18]

28/02/2018WRF0080096. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the heri-
tage projects in the national development plan, NDP, in relation to St. Stephen’s Green his 
Department has responsibility and funding for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10327/18]

28/02/2018WRF0090097. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the heritage 
projects in the national development plan, NDP, in relation to Kilmainham Gaol his Department 
has responsibility and funding for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10329/18]

28/02/2018WRF01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 94 to 97, inclusive, together.

The National Development Plan is a framework document within which significant future 
capital development proposals, including a number related to the Heritage estate in State care, 
will be advanced over the next several years.  At this early stage however, no formal projects are 
indicated and final decisions in relation to specific funding measures will only be made when 
viable proposals have been developed.

28/02/2018WRF01400Public Sector Staff Retirements
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28/02/2018WRF0150098. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a con-
tract of employment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be extended 
beyond their 66th birthday; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10339/18]

28/02/2018WRF01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The employee is a member of the Non Contributory Pension Scheme for Non 
Established State Employees which provides that the employee may continue working up to 
age 66.  Under the Scheme, retirement is compulsory at age 66.

28/02/2018WRF01700Planning Issues

28/02/2018WRF0180099. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the techni-
cal appraisal in relation to access routes for a school (details supplied) will be completed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10211/18]

28/02/2018WRF01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As previously outlined to 
the Deputy on 7 November 2017, this is a complex planning issue and my Department is in 
ongoing contact with the relevant parties with a view to finding an acceptable solution to the 
access issue.  My Department is fully committed to bringing this project to a satisfactory con-
clusion as soon as the planning issues have been resolved and will keep the school authorities 
informed as matters progress.

28/02/2018WRF02000Schools Building Projects

28/02/2018WRF02100100. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeframe for 
completion of a permanent school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10214/18]

28/02/2018WRF02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The building project for 
Greystones Community National School is currently at advanced architectural planning.  Ten-
der documents are in preparation and the site acquisition is expected to be finalised shortly. 

It is anticipated that the project will go to tender in Quarter 2 and for construction to com-
mence in Quarter 3 2018.

28/02/2018WRF02300School Accommodation Provision

28/02/2018WRF02400101. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) will have the requested extra two prefabs in place to allow the school to accommodate 
a second junior infants class for September 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10215/18]

28/02/2018WRF02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to confirm to the 
Deputy that my Department has approved additional temporary accommodation to the school 
in question to facilitate increased enrolments.  Responsibility for installing the accommodation 
has been devolved to the Patron, Kildare Wicklow Education and Training Board (KWETB).  

KWETB has confirmed that a planning application for the accommodation has been lodged 
with Wicklow County Council and a decision on the application is awaited.
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28/02/2018WRF02600Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

28/02/2018WRF02700102. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has 
satisfied himself with the content of the board minutes of a service (details supplied); the reason 
attendance at the December 2018 meeting was not recorded; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10250/18]

28/02/2018WRF02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Caranua regularly publish 
updates on its website.  These updates include extensive details regarding the organisation’s 
activities including information regarding the number of applications received and the number 
of persons in receipt of supports, minutes of Board meetings and various related matters.  In 
relation to the minutes of the December 2017 meeting I can confirm to the Deputy that the atten-
dance at the meeting is now published on the website and can be accessed here http://caranua.
ie/caranua-board-minutes-14-december-2017

28/02/2018WRF02900Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

28/02/2018WRF03000103. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the recent 
resignation of two members of the board of a service (details supplied); and if his Department 
will respond to the issues raised by its members upon their resignations. [10251/18]

28/02/2018WRF03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am aware that 2 members 
of the Board of Caranua have resigned.  The Board of Caranua has the important job of secur-
ing the most beneficial, effective and efficient use of the resources available in the investment 
account while being fair to survivors, seeking to meet their needs and benefit as many people 
as possible.  It’s a challenging and demanding role and in accepting the resignations of the two 
board members, I thanked them for their contribution to the work of the Board.  

Caranua has an important job in securing the most beneficial, effective and efficient use of 
resources available in the investment account while being fair to survivors seeking to meet their 
needs and to benefit as many people as possible.  

In 2016, following consultation with survivors, the Board changed their criteria to include 
household goods and funeral expenses.  This was in response to what survivors were calling for 
on how the fund should be utilised.

As well as having to comply with the Code of Governance for State Bodies, Caranua are in 
process of implementing the following measures:

- It is reviewing its customer charter in consultation with stakeholders;

-  It is making data available on feedback and complaints received;

-  It is working to increase the level of face-to-face engagement with applicants. It is doing 
this through scheduled face-to-face meetings in various venues in Dublin, in the regions and in 
the UK. 

-  It is working to enhance the level of statistics it provides to the Department and to the 
public on waiting times for processing and communicating decisions.

I would also like to point out that there are still 2 survivors on the Board of Caranua and my 
Department will be seeking to replace the Board members who resigned as soon as practicable.
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28/02/2018WRF03200Higher Education Institutions

28/02/2018WRF03300104. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a per-
son (details supplied) cannot transfer the remaining fees of €1,500 from 2012 to the 2018-2019 
academic year. [10256/18]

28/02/2018WRF03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Higher education institu-
tions are autonomous bodies and therefore the day to day operations including the determina-
tion of the fee rate applicable for individual students is a matter for the Governing Authority of 
each institution. 

Accordingly, my Department has no function in relation to such matters.  The final decision 
on this issue is a matter for the individual higher education institution.

28/02/2018WRF03500Pupil-Teacher Ratio

28/02/2018WRF03600105. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
imposes caps on secondary school transition year class sizes; if additional resources will be 
provided if the demand increases in a school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10266/18]

28/02/2018WRF03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The management author-
ity of each school carries responsibility for making decisions regarding the Transition Year 
Programme in that school.  In some schools, the programme is compulsory for all students.  In 
those that offer it as an option, circumstances may arise where it is necessary to limit the num-
ber of students who can avail of it. 

It is the board of management of each individual school that decides the number of places 
available to students on programmes such as Transition Year.  In cases where restrictions apply, 
schools should have clear procedures regarding how places are allocated to students.  

My Department has recently published Circular 0007/2018 setting out the staffing  arrange-
ments for post-primary schools for the 2018/19 school year.  A proportion  of posts allocated to 
post-primary schools are determined on the basis of ratios of recognised pupils to teachers for 
the various approved programmes including  Transition Year.  The pupil teacher ratio (PTR) ap-
plicable in respect of  Transition Year pupils is equal to the PTR applicable in respect of pupils  
enrolled in programmes such as the Junior Certificate, Leaving Certificate,  Leaving Certificate 
Applied and Leaving Certificate Vocational (LCVP)  programmes.

28/02/2018WRF03800Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRF03900106. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the newspapers his 
Department officials have engaged with in relation to promoting or explaining Government 
business in his Department; when these meetings took place; if they are held on a regular basis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [10291/18]

28/02/2018WRF04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Almost one quarter of the 
Irish population are learners which generates a significant level of interest with journalists that 
write and comment on the development of education policy and training services.  Officials at 
my Department’s press office on a daily basis respond to media queries and engage with nation-
al and regional commentators in the print, radio and television media regarding developments 



28 February 2018

43

in the education sector that concern my Department.

28/02/2018WRF04100DEIS Status

28/02/2018WRF04200107. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a school 
(details supplied) was not allocated DEIS 1 status; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10332/18]

28/02/2018WRF04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): We have, for the first time, 
introduced an objective, statistics based model for deciding which schools merit inclusion in 
the DEIS Programme, so that all stakeholders can have confidence that we are targeting extra 
resources at those schools with the highest concentrated levels of disadvantage.  The meth-
odology adopted to assess levels of disadvantage in schools is based on centrally held data 
with a uniform application across the entire school system to assess levels of disadvantage in 
Primary and Post-Primary schools.  A detailed document explaining the methodology used in 
the Identification process is available on the Department’s website at https://www.education.ie/
en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-
Identification-Process.pdf

The initial application of the model assessed all schools and found that most schools had pu-
pils from disadvantaged areas but that the concentration of disadvantage varied significantly.  It 
is important to note that the Department’s assessment is not based on the location of the school 
but on the CSO small areas statistics from which a school derives its pupil cohort.  Accordingly, 
the demographics of neighboring schools can differ in terms of assessed levels of need which 
are based on the pupil cohort within each school.

An update of the identification model is currently underway.  This will take account of up-
dated school data as provided by schools for the current school year combined with the Pobal 
HP Index of Deprivation, based on CSO Small Area Population statistics derived from the 2016 
National Census.  It is envisaged that this process will be completed by the end of Quarter 1 
this year.

Should this exercise reveal that any school, including the school referred to by the Dep-
uty, which did not qualify for DEIS in 2017 meets the criteria applicable to schools with the 
highest concentration of disadvantage based on the updated information then additional schools 
may be included subject to available resources.

28/02/2018WRF04400Special Educational Needs Data

28/02/2018WRF04500108. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the number of special classrooms for children with special educational needs or low incidence 
disabilities in each school in County Cork, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10357/18]

28/02/2018WRF04600110. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the number of special needs assistants assigned to each primary and secondary school in County 
Cork, in each of the school years (details supplied), in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10392/18]

28/02/2018WRF04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 108 and 110 together.
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My Department’s policies focus on ensuring that all children can have access to an educa-
tion appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the primary and post pri-
mary school network. 

A range of placement options for pupils with special educational needs is provided, in order 
to ensure that all pupils can receive a school placement.  Many pupils with special educational 
needs will be able to attend a local mainstream school, whereas for pupils who have needs 
which require more specialist interventions, special class and special school placements are 
provided for. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from pri-
mary and post primary schools for special educational needs supports, including the establish-
ment of special classes in various geographical areas as required and for allocating a quantum 
of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the 
assessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  The NCSE 
operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.  

The NCSE welcomes expressions of interest from schools in opening special classes to meet 
the demand for special class provision.  In deciding on the location of a special class SENOs 
take into account both the present and the future potential need for special class provision and 
they must be satisfied that the special class is sustainable and appropriately located.  SENOs 
liaise with relevant professionals in their area to arrive at an informed decision.

The NCSE continues to monitor and review the requirement for special class places in par-
ticular areas and has capacity to establish such new special classes where necessary, subject to 
the willingness of schools to open classes.  All schools have the names and contact details of 
their local SENO.  Parents are encouraged to liaise with the local SENO to discuss placement 
options for their child.

Special classes within mainstream schools are intended for children who, by virtue of their 
level of Special Educational Needs, cannot reasonably be educated in a mainstream class set-
ting, but who can still attend their local school in a special class with a lower pupil–teacher ratio 
and access to Special Needs Assistant support.

The criteria by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s 
Circular 0030/2014.  In considering applications for SNA supports for individual pupils, the 
SENOs take account of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to 
identify whether additionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to 
meet the needs of the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.  The 
NCSE has confirmed to my Department that the child to which the Deputy refers has never had 
access to SNA support allocated by the NCSE.

Details on the numbers of special classes and SNA allocations in each school per county for 
the 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17 and 2017/18 school years are available on the 
NCSE’s website at http://ncse.ie/special-classes and http://ncse.ie/statistics respectively.

The number of special classes in Co Cork increased from 73 in 2011/12 to 221 in 2017/18 
while the number of SNA posts increased from 1,454 in 2011/12 to 1807 in 2017/18.

The 2011/12 figures for special class numbers and SNA allocations are unavailable at the 
links above, therefore, I will arrange for the NCSE to reply directly to the Deputy with this 
information.
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28/02/2018WRF04800Schools Data

28/02/2018WRF04900109. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the number of schools, classrooms, pupils and teachers in whole time equivalents at primary 
and secondary level in County Cork, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10358/18]

28/02/2018WRF05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The information requested 
by the deputy is contained in the following table.

Statistics for PQ 10358/18, for Margaret Murphy O’Mahony TD

Primary* Post-Primary
No. of Schools 357 85
No. of Teachers** 4,099 3412.64 (WTE)
No. of Pupils 63,262 40,585
Table refers to County Cork (academic year 2016-17)

*Primary school figures include 15 special schools and 342 mainstream schools.

**Teacher allocations are compiled on an overall national basis and not on a county basis.

The criteria used for the allocation of teaching posts is published annually on the Depart-
ment website. 

The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school 
level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 
30th September.

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of school equally, irrespective of location. 

The staffing schedule also includes an Appeals Mechanism for schools to submit an appeal,  
under certain criteria, to an independent Appeals Board. 

https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/Teacher-Allocations/

Question No. 110 answered with Question No. 108.

28/02/2018WRF05200Public Sector Staff Remuneration

28/02/2018WRF05300111. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
re-establish equal pay for equal work (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10396/18]

28/02/2018WRF05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The public service agree-
ments have allowed a programme of pay restoration for public servants to start.  I negotiated 
together with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, a 15-22% pay 
increase for new teachers.  The agreements to date have restored an estimated 75% of the dif-
ference in pay for more recently recruited teachers and deliver full equality at later points in the 
scale.

As a result of the changes I negotiated together with my colleague the Minister for Public 
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Expenditure and Reform, the current starting salary of a new teacher is €35,958 and from 1 
October 2020 onwards will be €37,692.  If full equalisation was achieved the starting salary for 
a post-primary teacher from 1 October 2020 would be €43,879 and for a primary teacher would 
be €41,511, at a cost of over €200 million across the public service.

Differential pay scales were introduced by the then Government in 2010.  It must be borne 
in mind that the pay reduction for post-2011 entrants to the public service applied to all public 
servants and not just teachers, and that any restoration of these measures in respect of teach-
ers would be expected to be applied elsewhere across the public service.  While I am not in a 
position to provide an estimate of the total cost of restoring all post-1 January 2011 entrants 
in all of the public service to the pre-2011 pay scale arrangements, I can say that in the case of 
education and training sector employees, including teachers, the estimated current full year cost 
would be in the order of €130 million.  Clearly, the cost across the entire public service would 
be substantially higher.

To have gone further than the pay increases that have been negotiated for 2018 would mean 
I would have had less money available to hire over 1,000 extra SNAs in 2018, and over 1,000 
extra teachers in 2018. 

Any further negotiation on new entrant pay is a cross sectoral issue, not just an issue for the 
education sector.  The Government also supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI 
legislation, having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of 
the essential role played by public servants. 

A commitment is included in the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 to consider 
the issue of newly qualified pay within 12 months of the commencement of the Agreement.  
That process has now commenced with a first meeting on 12 October 2017.  The three teacher 
unions attended that first meeting.

In addition, the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides that within 3 months 
of the passing of the Act, my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform will 
prepare and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the cost of and a plan in dealing with pay 
equalisation for new entrants to the public service.

28/02/2018WRF05500School Accommodation Provision

28/02/2018WRF05600112. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when pre-
fabricated buildings which accommodate all the pupils at a school (details supplied) in County 
Kildare will be replaced; if a schedule for replacement has been finalised; if this is line with 
previously announced plans to replace prefabricated accommodation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10414/18]

28/02/2018WRF05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, it is my intention to replace all purchased temporary accommodation with permanent 
accommodation, where the need is established, over the lifetime of my Department’s Capital 
Programme (2016 to 2021).  To enable this development, my Department will be carrying out 
an assessment of the number of prefabs being used in schools to deliver the curriculum.  This 
will also determine whether or not individual prefabs need to be replaced in the context of the 
long-term accommodation needs of each individual school.  When completed, this assessment 
will quantify the number of prefabs to be replaced.

It is intended that this assessment when finalised will enable the replacement of such prefabs 
to commence in 2019. A funding provision of €180 million is being made available from 2019 
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for this initiative in the programme.

28/02/2018WRG00200Gaelcholáistí Issues

28/02/2018WRG00300113. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the provision of a Gaelcholáiste in north County Kildare; the extent to which the development 
is line with previous indications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10417/18]

28/02/2018WRG00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Maynooth Community 
College opened in 2014 with an Irish-medium Aonad and it was stated that should the Aonad 
demonstrate sufficient viability after four years from its date of establishment, a Gaelcholáiste 
would be established, in a partnership patronage model between Kildare and Wicklow ETB and 
An Foras Pátrúnachta. 

As part of the Major School Building Projects announcement in November 2015 and in view 
of the continued support for an independent Gaelcholáiste, it was confirmed that a Gaelcho-
láiste to serve the North Kildare area will open in 2019, subject to the continued viability of the 
Irish-medium Aonad at Maynooth Community College.

Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board is continuing to examine the options 
for accommodation for the school referred to by the Deputy which will involve consideration 
of the timing and availability of appropriate infrastructure in the area.

My Department will continue to work closely with Kildare and Wicklow Education and 
Training Board and An Foras Pátrúnachta in relation to the provision of appropriate accommo-
dation for the establishment of the school.

28/02/2018WRG00500Schools Recognition

28/02/2018WRG00600114. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
primary and post-primary schools in north County Kildare scheduled to become co-education-
al; the progress to date in respect of each, that is, those that have been facilitated or are awaiting 
decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10418/18]

28/02/2018WRG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has recently received a request from a primary school in County Kildare 
to change its status to a co-educational school.

In considering the request, my Department has sought additional information from the Pa-
tron of the school in question. The matter can be considered further following receipt of this 
information.

28/02/2018WRG00800Schools Building Projects

28/02/2018WRG00900115. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
replace existing facilities by way of extension or provision of new school buildings on a green-
field site or existing site, as requested by the school authorities at various schools, primary and 
post-primary throughout north County Kildare, including a school (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10419/18]
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28/02/2018WRG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The brief for the major 
building project for the school to which the Deputy refers is a new 16 classroom school on the 
existing school site. 

The project is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b (Detailed Design), 
which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender documents. 
All statutory approvals have been secured.  

The Stage 2b submission has been reviewed by my Department and the Board of Manage-
ment has been advised of a timeframe for the progression of this project.

28/02/2018WRG01100Data Protection

28/02/2018WRG01200116. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
section 4 of the Data Protection Acts 1988 to 2003 applications for access to copies of personal 
data processed by An Garda Síochána in the past five years; the number of applications granted, 
part granted and refused respectively; the number of appeals processed for a refusal to release 
data; the number of cases that were appealed to the Data Protection Commissioner’s office; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10227/18]

28/02/2018WRG01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information sought 
by the Deputy is currently not to hand.  A request has been made to the Garda Commissioner 
and when the information is received I will write to the Deputy directly.

I wish to make clear to the Deputy that the collation and retention of records, responding to 
requests for personal data, are all operational matters for the Garda Commissioner. The control, 
direction and operation of An Garda Síochána is not subject to the powers of my office and 
these are limitations which must be respected.

28/02/2018WRG01400Garda Data

28/02/2018WRG01500117. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of audits conducted by the Garda professional standards unit, GPSU, of the PULSE system and 
other data systems in the past three years and to date in 2018; the number of audits conducted 
by the GPSU regarding access by officers to case files and hard copy data files over the same 
period; if irregularities were identified; the number of officers that have been disciplined for 
non-business access to data systems electronic or hard copy during the same period by district 
and division; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10232/18]

28/02/2018WRG01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information sought 
by the Deputy is currently not to hand.  A request has been made to the Garda Commissioner 
and when the information is received I will write to the deputy directly.

I wish to make clear to the Deputy that the issues under question are operational matters 
falling solely under the remit of the Garda Commissioner. The control, direction and operation 
of An Garda Síochána is not subject to the powers of my office and these are limitations which 
must be respected.

28/02/2018WRG01700Parliamentary Questions
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28/02/2018WRG01800118. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 153 of 13 January 2018, if he will request the estimated cost 
from An Garda Síochána. [10259/18]

28/02/2018WRG01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department has 
sought clarification from the Deputy in relation to this question and as soon as this is forthcom-
ing an answer can be provided.

28/02/2018WRG02000Wards of Court

28/02/2018WRG02100119. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the independent 
review of the Courts Service disposition towards and interaction with wards and their fami-
lies or guardians, which was recommended by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice and 
Equality in its report on wards of court, will commence. [10272/18]

28/02/2018WRG02200120. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps that will be 
taken to include wards of court that do not have family members to advocate on their behalf 
within the scope of the independent review of the Courts Service disposition towards and in-
teraction with wards and their families or guardians, which was recommended by the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Justice and Equality. [10273/18]

28/02/2018WRG02300121. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he will take 
to ensure engagement takes place with the families of wards of court with a view to soliciting 
their input on the terms of reference of the independent review of the Courts Service disposition 
towards and interaction with wards and their families or guardians, which was recommended by 
the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice and Equality. [10274/18]

28/02/2018WRG02400122. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to address 
major deficiencies in engagement and responsiveness on the part of the Chief State Solicitor’s 
Office for wards of court in its interactions with the families of wards of court. [10275/18]

28/02/2018WRG02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 119 to 122, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the High Court has jurisdiction in wards of court matters and 
management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in 
exercising its functions under the Courts Service Act 1998.  Furthermore, the Office of the Gen-
eral Solicitor for Minors and Wards of Court is an Office of the High Court.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had inquiries made and the 
Courts Service has assured me that it has received the report published on 22 February 2018 
by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice and Equality.  The Courts Service has advised 
that it is currently considering the report and its recommendations insofar as they relate to the 
Courts Service, including the recommendation that an independent review be carried out of the 
Courts Service’s disposition towards and interaction with wards and their families or guardians.

The Courts Service has further advised that it is committed to providing a high quality and 
professional service to all users of the courts and that their Customer Service Charter can be 
accessed on the Courts Service website, which sets out the standard of service that all of their 
customers can expect.   

The Courts Service has informed me that, under current legislative provisions, when a per-
son is taken into Wardship the President of the High Court appoints a Committee (usually one 
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person) to deal with the Ward’s property and, in certain cases, to make recommendations to the 
Registrar of the Wards of Court for the Ward’s personal welfare or on items of expenditure.  
These recommendations are taken into account when decisions are being taken on such issues. 

In approximately 75% of cases the Ward’s Committee is a family member or trusted friend.  
In cases where there is no suitable relative who is prepared to act, or where there is disagree-
ment among the Ward’s relatives which cannot be resolved, or where a conflict of interest 
arises, the Court may appoint the “General Solicitor for Minors and Wards of Court” to act as 
Committee.  In such cases, the General Solicitor is appointed as an independent committee to a 
Ward by the President of the High Court or other High Court judge. 

The Committee acts under the directions of the Court either personally or through their So-
licitor.  In dealing with the affairs of a Ward of Court the General Solicitor is generally under 
a duty to ensure that confidentiality be afforded to a Ward.  There is also a relationship of solici-
tor/client confidentiality for General Solicitor cases which limits the type of communication she 
may have with others, even at times family members. 

The General Solicitor does, from time to time, seek information from family members and 
third parties when dealing with Ward’s affairs.  In the majority of cases a family member or 
a trusted friend is appointed as the Ward’s Committee.  In all cases the Wards of Court Office 
appoints a case officer to deal with the affairs of a ward of court and the case officer liaises and 
consults with the Committee in relation to the management of the Ward’s affairs.

28/02/2018WRG02900Departmental Communications

28/02/2018WRG03000123. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the newspapers his 
Department officials have engaged with in relation to promoting or explaining Government 
business in his Department; when these meetings took place; if they are held on a regular basis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10297/18]

28/02/2018WRG03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Staff from my Depart-
ment’s Press and Communications Office respond on a daily basis to media queries and brief 
journalists from all media organisations, including newspapers, with regard to government 
business undertaken in my Department.

28/02/2018WRG03200Garda Vetting of Personnel

28/02/2018WRG03300124. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when an appli-
cation by a person (details supplied) for security clearance to work for the Irish Prison Service 
will be processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10312/18]

28/02/2018WRG03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, given the nature of the functions of the Irish Prison Service, it is necessary for checks 
secondary and in addition to vetting to be carried out on persons considered for employment in 
the Irish Prison Service.

These checks can take time to complete for a variety of reasons depending on the individual 
case.  However, I can assure the Deputy that every effort is made to expedite this process to the 
greatest extent possible and to ensure that there is no undue delay arising.

I have been in contact with the Garda Authorities to make the necessary enquiries in respect 
of the individual case the Deputy has raised and I will correspond directly with the Deputy 
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when they have been completed. 

28/02/2018WRG03500Road Safety Authority Data

28/02/2018WRG03600125. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
report on the road safety authority strategy 2013 to 2020, page 24 (details supplied); if this data 
collection has changed due to the updating of the CT68 form on 1 January 2014; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10314/18]

28/02/2018WRG03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from An Garda Síochána in relation to the information sought by the Deputy and I will be in 
contact with the Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda report.

28/02/2018WRG03800Personal Insolvency Arrangements

28/02/2018WRG03900126. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
personal insolvency arrangements made, including arrangements that were both accepted and 
rejected by the financial institution in relation to residential mortgage loans, by each financial 
institution in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018; the number refused in relation 
to residential mortgage loans by each financial institution in the same period; the number of re-
fusals in relation to residential mortgage loans that have been referred to the courts by financial 
institution for the same years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10336/18]

28/02/2018WRG04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Insolvency Service of Ireland, (ISI) is an independent statutory body under my remit.  
The ISI’s mission is, by operating the statutory framework for personal insolvency solutions, to 
return insolvent people to solvency and full participation in social and economic activity.

The Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI) does not record information in relation to each indi-
vidual financial institution.  However, the ISI issues quarterly statistics setting out the number 
of personal insolvency arrangements and the acceptance level by creditors in aggregate.  These 
statistics are published on the ISI website www.isi.gov.ie.  The specific data requested by the 
Deputy is not available in tabular form

I can inform the Deputy that, to date, the ISI has returned over 6,000 debtors to solvency 
with over 2,000 of those cases being Personal Insolvency Arrangements (PIAs) which deal with 
mortgage debt.  In over 90% of these PIA cases, debtors have been able to stay in their homes.

The solutions introduced in the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 have also had an indirect 
impact on the number and quality of over 120,000 informal agreements between debtors and 
creditors, as reported by the Central Bank of Ireland. Because arrangements agreed under the 
Act are public and court approved, they set precedents for the terms of agreements that will be 
acceptable to a court.  Debtors now have realistic alternative options available to them through 
the ISI if negotiations break down.

The Section 115A court review process, introduced with effect from November 2015, per-
mits a debtor to ask the court to review and assess the reasonableness of a Personal Insolvency 
Arrangement proposal which has been refused by creditors, and which includes mortgage ar-
rears on the debtor’s home.

Currently, there are over 500 such cases before the courts.  I am advised that a significant 
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High Court judgment in early February addressed two key issues that had become a logjam 
in the process.  Namely, technical issues around the application for a court review and a fear 
from personal insolvency practitioners that creditors might pursue them for costs in a personal 
capacity.  I understand that these issues have now been adequately addressed.  The judgment 
has been positively received by both the Insolvency Service of Ireland and Personal Insolvency 
Practitioners.  Subject to any possible appeal, it is expected the judgment will lead to increased 
activity in Personal Insolvency Arrangements.

I can also advise the Deputy that Abhaile, the Government’s national Mortgage Arrears 
Resolution Service, ensures that people who are in danger of losing their home have access to 
free professional advice, including advice from a Personal Insolvency Practitioner.  As of 23 
February 2018, 8354 vouchers for professional financial advice and help on home mortgage ar-
rears from a Personal Insolvency Practitioner have been issued through Abhaile.  Additionally, 
a borrower may apply for legal aid to the Legal Aid Board to seek a court review under section 
115A where their proposed Personal Insolvency Arrangement had been rejected by the credi-
tors.  Up to 23 February, legal aid had been approved under the Abhaile scheme for 607 such 
reviews brought under the personal insolvency legislation.

28/02/2018WRG04100Road Traffic Offences Data

28/02/2018WRG04200127. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
drug driving arrests made by county in the south eastern Garda division in the past four years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10341/18]

28/02/2018WRG04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from An Garda Síochána in relation to the statistics sought by the Deputy and I will be in con-
tact with the Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda report.

28/02/2018WRG04400Legal Aid Service Data

28/02/2018WRG04500128. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of pro-
viding free legal aid and free civil aid over the past seven years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10342/18]

28/02/2018WRG04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that the provision of legal aid falls within two separate categories, that is, civil legal aid 
and criminal legal aid.  Details in respect of each category are outlined below.

Civil Legal Aid   

The Legal Aid Board, established under the Civil Legal Aid Act, 1995 provides civil legal 
aid and advice to persons of limited means, who cannot afford to pay a solicitor privately.   The 
Legal Aid Board operates 30 full time law centres and a number of part time law centres in 
Ireland. 

The majority of the Board’s income consists of a grant received from the Department of 
Justice and Equality.  Funding provided by my Department for the last seven years is provided 
in the table.
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Year Expenditure €000
2017 39,708
2016 34,838
2015 32,471
2014 32,574
2013 33,759
2012 32,922
2011 30,370

Criminal Legal Aid

The Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962 provides that free legal aid may be granted in 
certain circumstances for the defence of persons of insufficient means in criminal proceedings.  
Under the 1962 Act, the courts, through the judiciary, are responsible for the granting of legal 
aid.  I have no function in such determinations.

Year Expenditure €000
2017 58,139
2016 52,998
2015 50,879
2014 49,890
2013 50,863
2012 50,534
2011 56,116

28/02/2018WRG04700Departmental Legal Cases

28/02/2018WRG04800129. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason his 
Department is appealing a judgment (details supplied) in the Supreme Court concerning the 
rights of the unborn child; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10365/18]

28/02/2018WRG04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that this case relates to 
a person who was the subject of a Deportation Order made on 20 October, 2008.  The person 
referred to brought a Judicial Review of this decision to the High Court.  As the appeal of the 
High Court decision is now before the Supreme Court and as the case is still sub judice I do not 
propose to comment further.  The State has presented its case before the Supreme Court and 
judgment is awaited.   

28/02/2018WRG05000Departmental Legal Cases Data

28/02/2018WRG05100130. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status and 
number of legal representatives his Department has engaged in the appeal of a judgment (details 
supplied) in the Supreme Court. [10366/18]

28/02/2018WRG05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
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Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that three Junior Coun-
sel and three Senior Counsel are engaged in the appeal of this judgment which is before the Su-
preme Court.  While this was an immigration related case, it had wider implications involving 
a number of Departments and agencies.  The level of representation in any particular case is a 
matter for the Office of the Attorney General.    

28/02/2018WRG05300Irish Prison Service

28/02/2018WRG05400131. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the compensa-
tion payments made by the Irish Prison Service to prison officers, other prison staff and mem-
bers of the public in 2016 and 2017, by year, amount paid and the general nature of claim made 
for the payment, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10394/18]

28/02/2018WRG05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Prison Service that the majority of compensation cases are managed by the State Claims Agen-
cy and Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal respectively and are independent of the Irish 
Prison Service.  Where compensation is awarded it is subsequently paid from the Prison Service 
vote.

The tables show the total amount paid in each category of claim to Prison Service Staff and 
to members of the public for the years 2016 & 2017.

Prison Staff Compensation 2016

Amount Hazard Category Hazard Descriptors Year
€230,686.50 Behavioural Hazards Violence, Harass-

ment, Aggression
2016

€394,465.19 Biological Hazards Bacteria, Virus 2016
€197,152.80 Chemical Hazards Particulates, Gas 2016
€57,457.22 Crash/Collision Crash, Collision 2016
€1,065,966.89 Physical Hazards Slips, Trips, Falls 2016

Prison Staff Com-
pensation 2017
Amount Hazard Category Hazard Descriptors Year
€1,117,619.60 Physical Hazards Slips, Trips, Falls 2017
€516,903.50 Behavioural Hazards Violence, Harass-

ment, Aggression
2017

€158,182.85 Biological Hazards Bacteria, Virus 2017
€291,449.84 Crash/Collision Crash/Collision 2017
€110.00 Property   Damage/

Loss (non crash/col-
lision)

Property   Damage/
Loss (non crash/col-
lision)

2017
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Civilian Compensation 2016

Compensation Hazard Category 
(Exposure to)

Hazard Descriptors Year

€22,987.00 Behavioural Hazards Violence, Harass-
ment, Aggression

2016

€27,652.34 Crash/Collision Crash, Collision 2016
€25,842.00 Physical Hazards Slips, Trips, Falls 2016
€40,000.00 Psychological Haz-

ards
Wrongful Death 2016

Civilian Compensa-
tion 2017
Compensation Hazard Category 

(Exposure to)
Hazard Descriptors Year

€19,247.60 Crash/Collision Crash, Collision 2017
€167,500.00 Physical Hazards Slips, Trips, Falls 2017

28/02/2018WRG05600Garda Data

28/02/2018WRG05700132. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
behaviour warnings, as provided for by Part 13 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006, issued by An 
Garda Síochána in each of the past ten years, by Garda division, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10421/18]

28/02/2018WRG05800133. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
meetings to discuss anti-social behaviour by a child, as provided for by Part 13 of the Criminal 
Justice Act 2006, as convened by An Garda Síochána in each of the past ten years, by Garda 
division, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10422/18]

28/02/2018WRG05900134. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
good behaviour contracts, as provided for by Part 13 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006, formed 
by An Garda Síochána in each of the past ten years, by Garda division in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10423/18]

28/02/2018WRG06000135. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
applications for behaviour orders, as provided for by Part 13 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006, 
made by An Garda Síochána in each of the past ten years, by Garda division, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10424/18]

28/02/2018WRG06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 132 to 135, inclusive, together.

I have requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matters raised by the 
Deputy and I will contact her again when the report is to hand. 

28/02/2018WRH00500Garda Compensation

28/02/2018WRH00600136. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when compensation 
will be paid to a person (details supplied) of An Garda Síochána in County Mayo. [10426/18]
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28/02/2018WRH00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can confirm to the Dep-
uty  that two applications for compensation under the  Garda Síochána (Compensation) Acts, 
1941 and 1945, were made by the person concerned. On 3rd October 2008 and 15th November 
2012, authorisations were granted to the claimant on both applications.  In accordance with 
the Acts, the applicant’s legal representative were notified to proceed to the High Court for 
compensation in respect of each case.  As such, these applications  have been dealt with by my 
Department and I, as Minister, have no further role in the matter.

28/02/2018WRH00725Research and Development Data

28/02/2018WRH00750137. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
year in which Ireland is likely to meet the relevant research and development national income 
targets as a result of the NDP; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10427/18]

28/02/2018WRH00775Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation(Deputy 
John Halligan): I presume the Deputy is referring to Ireland’s R&D intensity target which is 
for Gross Expenditure on R&D (public and private) to reach 2.5% of GNP by 2020.

Notwithstanding that we have increased both public and private R&D spending in recent 
years, Ireland’s R&D intensity rate (R&D budget as a percentage of GNP) was estimated at 
1.43% of GNP in 2016.  The recent fall has been due, in part, to the increase in GNP, which was 
particularly strong in 2015.  While Ireland has not yet reached its 2020 target, it is worth noting 
only 2 of the EU27 countries have reached their targets as per latest figures.

The CSO introduced a new indicator in July 2017 (modified GNI or GNI*) designed to 
exclude globalisation effects that disproportionately impact the measurement of the size of the 
Irish economy.  When using GNI* as a complementary indicator, the R&D intensity rate is es-
timated at 1.72% for 2016.

The NDP indicative allocation of €9.4 billion for the National Strategic Outcome “A Strong 
Economy, supported by Enterprise, Innovation and Skills” to be invested by my Department 
and the Department of Education and Skills, is very welcome.  It will support the delivery of 
key strategic investment priorities, including a Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund, ex-
pansion of advanced manufacturing supports, new cycles for the Programme for Research in 
Third Level Institutions, expanding Enterprise Ireland’s budget for R&D and strengthening SFI 
Research Centres and Enterprise Ireland / IDA Technology Centres in higher education in all 
regions.  While the precise timing of the rollout of the above initiatives has yet to be finalised, 
in time, this investment will play a key role in facilitating Ireland reaching its R&D intensity 
target.

28/02/2018WRH00806Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRH00837138. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
newspapers her Department officials have engaged with in promoting or explaining Govern-
ment business in her Department; when these meetings took place; if they are held on a regular 
basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10287/18]

28/02/2018WRH00868Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Awaiting reply from Department.
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28/02/2018WRH00884Motorised Transport Grant

28/02/2018WRH00900139. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of the new transport 
support scheme for disabled persons; his plans to ensure that the new scheme includes persons 
under 16 and over 66 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10244/18]

28/02/2018WRH01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013. Since the closure of the Mobility Allowance, 
the Government has directed that the Health Service Executive should continue to pay an equiv-
alent monthly payment of up to €208.50 per month to the 4,133 people in receipt of the Mobility 
Allowance, on an interim basis, pending the establishment of a new Transport Support Scheme.

The Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new Transport 
Support Scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health.  The Programme for a Partnership Government acknowledges the ongoing drafting of 
primary legislation for a new Transport Support Scheme to assist those with a disability to meet 
their mobility costs. The Health (Transport Support) Bill is on the list of priority legislation for 
publication in the Spring/Summer session 2018. I can confirm that work on the policy proposals 
for the new Scheme is at an advanced stage. The proposals seek to ensure that: •There is a firm 
statutory basis to the Scheme’s operation;•There is transparency and equity in the eligibility 
criteria attaching to the Scheme;•Resources are targeted at those with greatest needs; and•The 
Scheme is capable of being costed and is affordable on its introduction and on an ongoing basis.

It is hoped to bring a General Scheme and Heads of Bill to Government shortly, seeking 
Government approval to the drafting of the Bill for the new Transport Support Payment.

With regard to the Motorised Transport Grant, this scheme operated as a means-tested grant 
to assist persons with severe disabilities with the purchase or adaptation of a car, where that car 
was essential to retain employment. The maximum Motorised Transport Grant, which was pay-
able once in any three-year period, was €5,020.  Following closure of the scheme in February 
2013,  no further Motorised Transport Grants have been payable. It is important to note that the 
Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated by the Revenue Commissioners, 
remains in place. This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, an exemption from road tax and a 
fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who qualify under the relevant criteria set 
out in governing regulations made by the Minister for Finance.  Specifically adapted vehicles 
driven by disabled persons are also exempt from payment of tolls on national toll roads and toll 
bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has responsibility for this particular Scheme.

28/02/2018WRH01100Long-Term Illness Scheme Administration

28/02/2018WRH01200140. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health when the last review of the long-
term illness scheme took place; if changes were made to the scheme as a result of a review; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10249/18]

28/02/2018WRH01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was 
established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended).

The scheme was last reviewed in 2015. No changes were made to the scheme on foot of the 
review.
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28/02/2018WRH01400Psychological Services

28/02/2018WRH01500141. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a child psychology appointment; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10212/18]

28/02/2018WRH01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this question 
relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) for direct reply as soon as possible.

28/02/2018WRH01700Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2018WRH01800142. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will expedite ortho-
paedic surgery for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10216/18]

28/02/2018WRH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

28/02/2018WRH02000Hospital Appointments Delays

28/02/2018WRH02100143. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a matter regarding the case of a 
person (details supplied) will be investigated. [10220/18]

28/02/2018WRH02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to the Deputy directly.

28/02/2018WRH02300Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2018WRH02400144. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10226/18]

28/02/2018WRH02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

28/02/2018WRH02600HSE Reports

28/02/2018WRH02700145. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health if a full report on the pilot re-
enablement intervention programme in Dublin in 2013 to 2014 was completed; if he will pro-
vide a copy of this report; his plans to conduct further pilot trials or to extend this service; the 
long-term costs or savings to the HSE as a result of this pilot programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10228/18]

28/02/2018WRH02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

28/02/2018WRH02900Health and Social Care Professionals Regulation

28/02/2018WRH03000146. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health his views on media reports that 
there is a lack of appropriate regulation applied to the role of health care support assistants; if 
the structures and practices surrounding core issues will be examined (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10237/18]

28/02/2018WRH03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Department is 
currently engaged in a detailed process to develop plans for a new statutory scheme and system 
of regulation for home care services. The statutory scheme for home care will introduce clear 
rules in relation to the services for which individuals are eligible and in relation to service-
allocation. The system of regulation for home care will help to ensure that the public can be 
confident that the services provided are of a high standard. 

As the issues of continuity of care on the rosters, appropriate time  afforded to fulfil duties 
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required, a maximum cap being applied to  rosters and travel time included on rosters  are a  
service matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

28/02/2018WRH03200Blood Transfusion Service Provision

28/02/2018WRH03300147. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if he has had discussions 
with the Irish Blood Transfusion Service regarding offering a service to persons with haemo-
chromatosis at donation clinics at local level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10240/18]

28/02/2018WRH03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The IBTS contributes to addressing the is-
sue of Hereditary Haemochromatosis through providing venesection services in Stillorgan and 
D’Olier Street (Dublin) and in St Finbarr’s Hospital (Cork) on the basis of referrals from treat-
ing clinicians.

The IBTS propose to initiate a pilot mobile clinic for Hereditary Haemochromatosis pa-
tients in the South West in the coming months.  The degree to which people avail of this service 
will inform whether the extension of the service to other areas over time is advisable.

28/02/2018WRH03500Medical Card Appeals

28/02/2018WRH03600148. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of medical card appeals 
that were recorded in County Wicklow over the past 12 months; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10241/18]

28/02/2018WRH03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this issue.

28/02/2018WRH03800Medical Card Applications Data

28/02/2018WRH03900149. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of medical card appli-
cations from County Wicklow that were successful following an appeal in the past 12 months; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10242/18]

28/02/2018WRH04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this issue.

28/02/2018WRH04100Hospital Transfers

28/02/2018WRH04200150. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive a date for transfer from Letterkenny University Hospital 
to the National Rehabilitation Hospital, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10247/18]

28/02/2018WRH04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
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plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service issues, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2018WRH04400Commencement of Legislation

28/02/2018WRH04500151. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the full com-
mencement of all provisions of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015; and the reason 
for the delay. [10254/18]

28/02/2018WRH04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials in my Department are undertaking 
the work necessary to facilitate the commencement of Parts 2 & 3 of the Children and Family 
Relationships Act 2015. A small number of technical and legal issues have arisen which require 
clarification, and it is important that these are resolved before Parts 2 & 3 of the Act are com-
menced.  I hope to be in a position to lay the Regulations before the Houses of the Oireachtas 
as early as possible in 2018.

28/02/2018WRH04700Services for People with Disabilities

28/02/2018WRH04800152. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the lack of funding for premises and transport for the provision of places at training 
centres in 2018 for second level students graduating from a service (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10257/18]

28/02/2018WRH04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

28/02/2018WRH05000HSE Reviews

28/02/2018WRH05100153. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason an internal HSE re-
view of cancer screening at Wexford General Hospital did not refer to concerns expressed by 
a person employed by the HSE regarding a clinician (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10260/18]

28/02/2018WRH05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

28/02/2018WRH05300HSE Reviews
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28/02/2018WRH05400154. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason open disclosure was 
not maintained between the HSE and families affected by probable missed cancers at Wexford 
General Hospital during the completion of the external review of a case (details supplied) in 
spite of the HSE’s prior commitment to open disclosure with the families concerned; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10261/18]

28/02/2018WRH05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

28/02/2018WRJ00200HSE Investigations

28/02/2018WRJ00300155. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason families affected by 
cases linked to a clinician at Wexford General Hospital were not contacted regarding concerns 
expressed by a person who reported the matter to the HSE, as noted in a case report (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10262/18]

28/02/2018WRJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

28/02/2018WRJ00500Hospital Facilities

28/02/2018WRJ00600156. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if a second dialysis unit is 
being developed in Letterkenny University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10267/18]

28/02/2018WRJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

28/02/2018WRJ00800Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2018WRJ00900157. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect an appointment. [10279/18]

28/02/2018WRJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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28/02/2018WRJ01100Primary Care Services Provision

28/02/2018WRJ01200158. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the scanning or diagnostic 
equipment which the HSE will be installing in the new primary care centre in Balbriggan; the 
staff that have or will be recruited to operate this equipment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10282/18]

28/02/2018WRJ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

28/02/2018WRJ01400Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRJ01500159. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the newspapers his Department of-
ficials have engaged with in promoting or explaining Government business in his Department; 
when these meetings took place; if they are held on a regular basis; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10295/18]

28/02/2018WRJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials in my Department hold briefing 
sessions where necessary to provide information to members of the media on Department poli-
cies. Representatives of all relevant media organisations are invited to attend.  My Department 
also responds on a daily basis to media queries and facilitates requests for interviews where 
possible.

A key public health information campaign for my Department is Healthy Ireland - the na-
tional framework for action to improve the health and well-being of people living in Ireland.

As part of the initial phase of the Healthy Ireland 2018 Campaign, the following outputs 
were delivered with the Irish Independent:

the 2018 calendar which accompanied the  newspaper as a supplement  on 16th December 
2017, three sponsored features which appeared in the newspaper’s Saturday magazine on 13; 20 
and 27 January 2018 (respectively on Walking, Healthy Eating and Mental Well-being); and a 
48-page magazine supplement which accompanied the newspaper on Saturday 3rd February 
2018.

The content of the magazine and the three sponsored features was aligned to the key themes 
and messages of the campaign, i.e. Healthy Eating, Physical Activity and Mental Well-being. 

The purpose of the articles and the magazine was to promote awareness for the public of 
these themes and the campaign, provide information and tips about what changes people can 
make in their daily lives to improve their own health, and signpost to various initiatives and 
supports such as HSE websites and resources and cross-sectoral initiatives such as Get Ireland 
Walking and Healthy Ireland At Your Library.

Department Officials met with an editorial team from the Irish Independent on Thursday 4 
January 2018 to agree a high level content plan for the magazine. During the subsequent weeks 
until delivery of the outputs my Department had ongoing engagement with the Irish Indepen-
dent on the final content to ensure the information given to the public was accurate and in line 
with national guidelines.

28/02/2018WRJ01700Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications
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28/02/2018WRJ01800160. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if an application by a person 
(details supplied) under the fair deal nursing home scheme will be expedited. [10301/18]

28/02/2018WRJ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

28/02/2018WRJ02000Electronic Health Records

28/02/2018WRJ02100161. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of the e-health strategy; 
if the plan has been implemented in full; if the electronic health record and individual health 
identifier is rolled out fully; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10304/18]

28/02/2018WRJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since the publication of ‘eHealth Strategy 
for Ireland’ in 2013 there has been continued progress on the delivery of eHealth initiatives and 
the deployment of ICT in healthcare settings.  This includes new HSE organisational structures 
for the delivery of eHealth and the setting up of eHealth Ireland as an entity within the HSE, 
the establishment of the Irish eHealth ecosystem and the development of the eHealth Ireland 
Advisory Committee.  The role of the Office of Chief Information Officer and head of eHealth 
Ireland was established and the vacancy left by the previous holder of that role is currently be-
ing filled.

The Sláintecare report of the Committee on the Future of Healthcare advocates the

“Continued strong support of the e-health strategy – particularly ensuring the necessary 
funding for timely roll-out of the EHR system”

Working closely with the Sláintecare Project team, the eHealth aspects of the implementa-
tion plan are being developed and will address how eHealth and ICT can support the wider 
goals of health service reform outlined in Sláintecare.  Work is also continuing on developing 
the eHealth strategy to identify the most effective and appropriate approach to the approvals 
process for the procurement of a national Electronic Health Record solution particularly in the 
context of the New Children’s Hospital development. The recently published Project Ireland 
2040: National Development Plan 2018-2027 states that:

“The National Development Plan will support the provision of digital health services, in-
cluding the development of electronic health records in many health care settings such as the 
New Children’s Hospital over the 10-year implementation timescale and reflects what was en-
visaged in the eHealth strategy for Ireland.” 

This vision will also be reflected in the forthcoming response to the Sláintecare report. 

The Individual Health Identifier (I.H.I.) is an integral part of the eHealth strategy and is 
given a legal basis in the Health Identifiers Act 2014.   On 30 May 2017, a Commencement 
Order and Regulations under the Health Identifiers Act 2014 were signed, allowing for the 
implementation of the Individual Health Identifier.  An Individual Health Identifier (I.H.I.) pilot 
programme was initiated by the HSE across a number of selected services and users in May/
June 2017 and GP Practice Systems are configured to store and display the IHI and is available 
to GPs for eReferrals.

The implementation of a national Electronic Health Record and the Individual Health Iden-
tifier are challenging long-term programmes within the context of the overall eHealth strategy 
that will be supported in the years ahead in the context of Sláintecare and the National Develop-
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ment Plan.  

Further information and updates on eHealth strategic programmes can be found at http://
www.ehealthireland.ie/.

28/02/2018WRJ02300Health Services Data

28/02/2018WRJ02400162. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons availing 
of the long-term illness scheme and the high-tech scheme in 2017; the amount of expenditure 
on both schemes respectively in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10307/18]

28/02/2018WRJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2018WRJ02600Medicinal Products Expenditure

28/02/2018WRJ02700163. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the expenditure on medicines in 
each of the years 2015 to 2017; the projected spend in 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10308/18]

28/02/2018WRJ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2018WRJ02900Medicinal Products Expenditure

28/02/2018WRJ03000164. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the value and volume of generic 
medicines and branded medicines reimbursed by the HSE in each of the years 2013 to 2017, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10309/18]

28/02/2018WRJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2018WRJ03200Disability Services Data

28/02/2018WRJ03300165. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Questions Nos. 36 of 8 February 2018, 25 and 204 of 7 February 2018, if there are places for 
all persons who need them at a school (details supplied); if not, if he is liaising with the school 
and the HSE regarding additional resources required; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10316/18]

28/02/2018WRJ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
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es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

I understand that this question relates to school leavers who are entering a day service. As 
the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be referred 
to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2018WRJ03500Hospitals Data

28/02/2018WRJ03600166. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of cataract sur-
gery procedures that were carried out in hospitals in County Cork in each of the years 2014 to 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10348/18]

28/02/2018WRJ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

28/02/2018WRJ03800Parliamentary Questions

28/02/2018WRJ03900167. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health further to Par-
liamentary Question Nos. 368 and 369 of 28 November 2017, when the deferred response will 
issue from the HSE further to the provisions contained in Standing Order 42A of Dáil Éireann; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10353/18]

28/02/2018WRJ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

28/02/2018WRJ04100Home Help Service Provision

28/02/2018WRJ04200168. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will request the HSE to 
reassess a person (details supplied) with a view to providing additional home help service in the 
mornings. [10355/18]

28/02/2018WRJ04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

28/02/2018WRJ04400Hospital Staff Data

28/02/2018WRJ04500169. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
nurses and doctors, by grade and type, at Bantry hospital on 1 January in each of the years 2014 
to 2017 and 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10356/18]

28/02/2018WRJ04600170. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
administrative staff, by grade and type at Bantry General Hospital on 1 January 2014, 2015, 
2016, 2017 and 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10359/18]
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28/02/2018WRJ04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 169 and 
170 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on these matters. 

Question No. 170 answered with Question No. 169.

28/02/2018WRJ04900Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRJ05000171. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the contact or meetings he or 
his Department have had with members of a group (details supplied) in the past three years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10363/18]

28/02/2018WRJ05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I met with the group referred to by the 
Deputy on 9 February 2018.

28/02/2018WRJ05200Services for People with Disabilities

28/02/2018WRJ05300172. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if it is now the practice 
that incontinence wear will be supplied to persons who need it free of charge by section 38 
agencies which care for persons with an intellectual disability in full-time residential settings; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10367/18]

28/02/2018WRJ05400174. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
who have been recompensed and repaid the cost of the incontinence charges by section 38 
agencies that care for persons with an intellectual disability in full-time residential settings be-
tween 2001 and 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10369/18]

28/02/2018WRJ05500175. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
who were charged for incontinence wear by section 38 agencies that care for persons with an 
intellectual disability in full-time residential settings between 2001 and 2013 but have not re-
ceived repayment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10370/18]

28/02/2018WRJ05600176. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
with an intellectual disability in full-time residential settings between 2001 and 2013 who were 
recompensed for charges they had paid for incontinence wear under the terms of the health re-
payment scheme 2006; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10371/18]

28/02/2018WRJ05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 172, and 174 to176, inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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28/02/2018WRJ05800Services for People with Disabilities

28/02/2018WRJ05900173. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if it was the practice to 
charge persons for incontinence wear in addition to the normal charges by section 38 agencies 
that care for persons with an intellectual disability in full time residential settings between 2001 
and 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10368/18]

28/02/2018WRJ06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Questions Nos. 174 to 176, inclusive, answered with Question No. 172.

28/02/2018WRK00400Mental Health Services Provision

28/02/2018WRK00500177. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
high support hostel placements, as outlined in A Vision for Change, in the County Kildare and 
west County Wicklow region; the improvements that have been made in the level of provision 
in the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10373/18]

28/02/2018WRK00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

28/02/2018WRK00700Mental Health Services Provision

28/02/2018WRK00800178. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the way in which the plans for 
a new acute mental health unit at Naas General Hospital may help to free up space from the old 
Lakeview unit for enhanced capacity at Naas General Hospital; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10374/18]

28/02/2018WRK00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

28/02/2018WRK01000HSE Funding

28/02/2018WRK01100179. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to a 
funding freeze imposed by the HSE in south County Dublin (details supplied); when this freeze 
will be lifted; if his attention has been further drawn to the distress this freezing is placing on 
families; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10425/18]

28/02/2018WRK01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
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matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

28/02/2018WRK01300GLAS Payments

28/02/2018WRK01400180. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 227 of 1 February 2018, the status of a GLAS pay-
ment for a person (details supplied); when the payment will issue in view of the fact that it has 
been prioritised by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10224/18]

28/02/2018WRK01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received the payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

The Department is aware of an issue with this case that has delayed payments. This case is 
being processed at the moment and payment will issue when all relevant checks are complete. 
GLAS payments are continuing to issue on a weekly basis.

28/02/2018WRK01600GLAS Payments

28/02/2018WRK01700181. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10230/18]

28/02/2018WRK01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of January 1st 2017. 

All GLAS claims must clear validation checks before payment can be made. My Depart-
ment is working proactively to complete the checks required to allow for the issue of payments. 
Once this case clears the validations the 2017 advance payment will be processed. GLAS pay-
ments are issuing on a weekly basis.

28/02/2018WRK01900GLAS Payments

28/02/2018WRK02000182. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); the reason for the delays in process-
ing this payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10238/18]

28/02/2018WRK02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of January 1st 2016 and 
has received all payments in respect of 2016. 

All GLAS claims must clear validation checks before payment can be made. My Depart-
ment is working proactively to complete the checks required to allow for the issue of payments. 
Once this case clears the validations the 2017 advance payment will be processed. GLAS pay-
ments are issuing on a weekly basis.

28/02/2018WRK02200GLAS Payments
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28/02/2018WRK02300183. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10253/18]

28/02/2018WRK02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This person 
has received all payments due to date.

28/02/2018WRK02500Fishery Harbour Centres

28/02/2018WRK02600184. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 169 of 21 February 2018, the contractual commitments 
contained as part of the recently announced funding commitments for Killybegs harbour centre 
(details supplied); the reason the figures do not correlate between those provided by his De-
partment and the figures provided in his reply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10263/18]

28/02/2018WRK02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I want to 
clarify to the Deputy that in my response to Parliamentary Question No. 169 of 21 February 
2018 I set out the context and reasons for the €5.08m contractual commitment figure allocated 
under the 2018 Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Capital Programme. 

I also set out the two main components of the €5.08m figure, namely €3.47m for the com-
pletion of the Smooth Point(phase 1) project and €1.26m for the completion of the Landing Pier 
Upgrade project which between them account for €4.73m. 

The remaining €350,000 is accounted for by €100,000 which is allocated as a contractual 
commitment for the completion of the Small Craft Harbour project, on which €2.9m has been 
spent to date.   In addition a further €250,000 was allocated as a contractual commitment for 
completion of the Harbour Electrical Upgrade project which received €499,000 in funding in 
2017.

I trust this clarifies the position.

28/02/2018WRK02800GLAS Payments

28/02/2018WRK02900185. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under GLAS 2 will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10264/18]

28/02/2018WRK03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of January 1st 2016 and 
has received all payments in respect of scheme year 2016.

All cases must clear validation checks before payment can issue. Department officials 
are working proactively to complete these checks. Once this case clears validations the 2017 
advance payment will be made. GLAS payments are being made on a weekly basis.

28/02/2018WRK03100Basic Payment Scheme Applications

28/02/2018WRK03200186. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a deci-
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sion has been made in respect of an application by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10265/18]

28/02/2018WRK03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application under the 2017 BPS on 6 May 2017.   

As part of the process of determining land eligibility, parcels declared by the person named 
on his 2017 BPS application have been identified as having been burned outside of the permit-
ted timeframes.  

Accordingly, such lands are not eligible for the purpose of a BPS payment and this has cre-
ated an over claim on the named person’s BPS application.  

The person named was notified by my Department about the burned land parcel(s) in ques-
tion, and has submitted an appeal. This appeal is being examined  with a view to an early resolu-
tion.  Should additional information be required, my Department will contact the person named 
directly.

28/02/2018WRK03400Departmental Staff

28/02/2018WRK03500187. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
employment records of a person (details supplied) can be altered to reflect an employment. 
[10270/18]

28/02/2018WRK03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The matter 
of pension entitlements for former employees is a matter for Human Resources (HR) Division 
within my Department. I would like to assure the Deputy that a member of the HR team will 
contact the person directly to assist with their  enquiry.

28/02/2018WRK03700Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRK03800188. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
newspapers his Department officials have engaged with in promoting or explaining Govern-
ment business in his Department; when these meetings took place; if they are held on a regular 
basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10286/18]

28/02/2018WRK03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Press and 
Information Office in the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine provides a service in 
respect of all general media enquiries, including those in relation to Government business. This 
service responds to ad-hoc media queries and does not include any regularly scheduled meet-
ings with specific media outlets.

28/02/2018WRK04000Animal Welfare

28/02/2018WRK04100189. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his at-
tention has been drawn to the conditions at a pound (details supplied) which is the subject of a 
social media video displaying appalling living conditions for animals; if he is satisfied that the 
standard of welfare at this facility meets the welfare standards regarding all animals, including 
dogs seized, accepted or detained under the Control of Dogs Acts and under the Animal Health 
and Welfare Act 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10343/18]
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28/02/2018WRK04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Control of Dogs Acts, local authorities have responsibility for the management of dog pounds. 
Enforcement of welfare standards for animals, including dogs come under the Animal Health 
and Welfare Act 2013. My Department maintains a close working relationship with local au-
thorities on dog welfare matters and has consulted with the relevant local authorities who avail 
of the services of the enterprise referenced, all of which have indicated that the facility is main-
tained to a very high standard and has passed all recent unannounced veterinary inspections.

28/02/2018WRK04300GLAS Payments

28/02/2018WRK04400190. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10351/18]

28/02/2018WRK04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of January 1st 2017.

All cases must clear validation checks before payment can issue. My Department is working 
proactively to complete these checks. Once this case clears validations the 2017 advance pay-
ment will be made. GLAS payments are being made on a weekly basis.

28/02/2018WRK04600Basic Payment Scheme Data

28/02/2018WRK04700191. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine the number of persons in west County Cork in receipt of the BPS and greening pay-
ments in ranges (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10398/18]

28/02/2018WRK04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Please find 
below information as requested by the Deputy.

Range BPS Applicants Greening Applicants
01-Between 0   and 10000 7262 8196
02-Between   10001 and 20000 885 103
03-Between   20001 and 30000 107 14
04-Between   30001 and 40000 38 2
05-Between   40001 and 50000 10 0
06-Between   50001 and 60000 7 0
07-Between   60001 and 70000 4 0
08-Between   70001 and 80000 2 0
09-Between   80001 and 90000 0 0
10-Between 90001 and 100000 0 0
11-Over   100001 0 0
TOTAL 8315 8315

28/02/2018WRK04900Departmental Correspondence

28/02/2018WRK05000192. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when a 
reply will issue to correspondence (details supplied) dated 8 November 2017 sent to him and 
acknowledged by his Department on 16 November 2017; the reason for the delay in replying to 
the correspondence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10217/18]
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28/02/2018WRK05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): A final reply is now 
being issued to the Deputy in relation to the issue raised.  The delay was due to the very signifi-
cant workload within the Road Safety Division of my Department.

The Deputy’s correspondence related to a person who has experienced an issue as regards 
his medical fitness to drive.  Medical Fitness to Drive standards including as regards eyesight 
are set at European and not at national level.  The Medical Fitness to Drive Guidelines are avail-
able on the RSA’s website at http://rsa.ie/RSA/Licensed-Drivers/Safe-driving/Medical-Issues/  

I cannot comment on individual cases such as the case raised by the Deputy.

28/02/2018WRK05200Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRK05300193. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the news-
papers his Department officials have engaged with in promoting or explaining Government 
business in his Department; when these meetings took place; if they are held on a regular basis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10299/18]

28/02/2018WRK05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My officials do not 
have regular meetings with any newspapers regarding the promotion or explanation of Govern-
ment business in my Department.

Officials from my Department provided technical briefing support as part of an engage-
ment process with a range of stakeholders led by the Department of an Taoiseach in the lead 
up to the launch of Project Ireland 2040. Three officials from my Department accompanied me 
to the recent launch of Project Ireland 2040 at which members of the media, including newspa-
pers, would also have been present and may have attended briefing sessions. 

In addition, officials in my Department’s Press Office answer general media queries on De-
partmental business on an ongoing basis.

28/02/2018WRK05500GLAS Payments

28/02/2018WRK05600194. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10303/18]

28/02/2018WRK05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The transition to al-
ternatively fuelled vehicles is a necessary step-change for Ireland to effect a substantial reduc-
tion in transport emissions.  I am very much committed to exploring mechanisms to encourage 
more individuals to switch to electric vehicles (EVs).  In fact, in the National Policy Frame-
work for Alternative Fuels Infrastructure for Transport in Ireland 2017-2030 published last 
year by my Department, we set a clear ambition that all new cars and vans sold in Ireland from 
2030 onwards will be zero emission (or zero emission-capable).  (Available at http://www.dt-
tas.ie/sites/default/files/publications/public-transport/english/npf-picture/6186npfalternative-
fuelsengv5.pdf.  This ambition was reiterated in both the Government’s National Mitigation 
Plan (https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/National%20Mitigation%20Plan%202017.pdf) and 
the recent National Development Plan 2018-2027 (http://www.per.gov.ie/en/national-develop-
ment-plan-2017-2028/).

In this regard, it may interest the Deputy to know that my Department and the Department 
of Communications, Climate Action and Environment, jointly convened an interdepartmental 
Low-Emitting Vehicles (LEV) Task Force to consider a wide range of measures and options 
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available to Government for the purpose of accelerating the deployment of low carbon tech-
nologies – specifically that of EVs.  The work of the Taskforce has been divided into three work 
streams focusing on: Market Growth Stimuli and Visibility (Working Group 1); Infrastructure, 
Energy Regulation and Pricing (Working Group 2); and Planning Legislation, Building Regu-
lations and Public Leadership (Working Group 3).  Preliminary recommendations from the 
Taskforce were considered in the 2018 budgetary process and a suite of continued and new 
EV supports were subsequently announced.  A list of current incentives to promote EVs is 
presented in the table below and is promoted on the SEAI website (https://www.seai.ie/grants/
electric-vehicle-grants/).  As you will see there is a particular focus on raising public awareness 
and promoting citizen engagement with EVs. 

In terms of the number and location of publicly accessible charging stations, I understand 
that there are currently c. 1,200 charge points (79 fast chargers) available across the island of 
Ireland which is among the more comprehensive networks currently in place across Europe.  At 
present the fast charge points are primarily located on corridors that facilitate intercity travel.  
However, during 2018 Working Groups 2 and 3 of the Taskforce will comprehensively consider 
the future development of the EV charging network as a key element to support greater EV use.  
In relation to dedicated parking for EVs, under the Road Traffic Act 1994 it is a matter for each 
individual local authority to make bye-laws governing the type of paid parking controls in their 
jurisdictions.  However, the role of parking as an incentive is currently under consideration by 
Working Group 1 of the Taskforce and a series of stakeholder engagements with local authori-
ties have already taken place.  The LEV Taskforce expects to   report its findings to Government 
in Q2 2018.

Finally, I was delighted to secure funding as part of Budget 2018 to help encourage the 
transition of our Taxi/Hackney/Limousine sector towards EVs.  This sector can play a vital role 
in championing the use of EVs to members of the public and in reducing harmful tailpipe emis-
sions, particularly across our urban areas.  The grant scheme was launched on February 1st and 
is administered on behalf of my Department by the National Transport Authority (NTA). This 
scheme is available nationwide and supports both new and second-hand EVs. 

Current Electric Vehicle Incentives

Current Incentives -
VRT Relief   Continuation of VRT relief in Budget 2018 

-Up to €5,000 for new EVs until end 2021   
Up to €2,500 for new PHEVs until end 
2018   

SEAI Grant Scheme Continuation of SEAI Purchase Grant -  Up 
to €5,000 towards the purchase of a new EV 
or PHEV

Accelerated Capital Allowance (ACA) EVs and charging infrastructure are qualify-
ing equipment under the ACA scheme

Charging Supports A new grant to support installation of home 
charger points for buyers of new and sec-
ond-hand EVs from January 1st

SPSV Grant Scheme A new grant and supporting measures to 
stimulate take-up of EVs in the taxi /hack-
ney/limousine sector
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Current Incentives -
0% Benefit-in-Kind (BIK) A new BIK 0% rate to incentivise EVs 

without mileage conditions for at least three 
years

Public Body Procurement National Procurement Service to introduce a 
new public procurement framework con-
tract for EVs in 2018 to allow public bod-
ies to buy EVs with reduced administrative 
burden

Public Engagement Programme National awareness campaign  Driver expe-
rience roadshow  Public sector and com-
mercial fleet trials  Support for EV use in 
car sharing trials

Toll Incentive Regime A reduced tolling regime for EVs is expect-
ed to be introduced in 2018. 

28/02/2018WRL00200Road Safety Authority Data

28/02/2018WRL00300195. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will report on the Road Safety Authority Strategy 2013 to 2020, page 24 (details supplied); 
the way in which data collection has been improved; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10313/18]

28/02/2018WRL00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

28/02/2018WRL00500Bus Services

28/02/2018WRL00600196. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
allocated to the BusConnects programme for Dublin; the funds that have been set aside for land 
acquisition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10322/18]

28/02/2018WRL00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Budget 2018 provides 
for an increase in the multi-annual capital investment for public transport with a four-year 
capital envelope of €2.7 billion over the period 2018-2021. This substantial multi-annual enve-
lope includes funding of over €770 million for the BusConnects programme to fundamentally 
transform our bus system, so that journeys for bus passengers will be fast, reliable, punctual, 
convenient and affordable. 

The recently launched National Development Plan also identifies the BusConnects pro-
gramme as a key public transport investment priority for completion in the GDA over the period 
of the plan. 

Work is ongoing on the redesign of the bus services network in the Greater Dublin Area 
(GDA) and also on infrastructure proposals for Core Bus Corridors which will be an integral 
part of the programme.  When this work is complete, the National Transport Authority will 
launch public consultations that are expected to commence in April and May of this year. The 
results of the public consultation will inform the final decisions to be made on the network re-
design, Core Bus Corridors routes and park and ride facilities. The costs of the various elements 



Questions - Written Answers

76

of the overall BusConnects programme will be confirmed as part of the appropriate appraisal 
and procurement processes required under the Public Spending Code.

28/02/2018WRL00800Bus Éireann Services

28/02/2018WRL00900197. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if the No. 206 bus route and No. 221 route in County Cork are to merge; when this merger will 
take place; the reason this merger has been suggested; the route it will take through Cork city; 
and the route it will take to the airport. [10335/18]

28/02/2018WRL01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Bus Éireann and I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within ten working days.

28/02/2018WRL01100Taxi Regulations

28/02/2018WRL01200198. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the reason a company (details supplied) is prevented from advertising its services here; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10347/18]

28/02/2018WRL01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Section 27 of the Taxi 
Regulation Act,2013 prohibits advertising of a small public service vehicle (SPSV) for hire in 
this jurisdiction where there is no licence in force in this jurisdiction in respect of an SPSV ser-
vice to which the advertisement relates.  The provisions of the Section do not apply where the 
advertisement relates to services provided outside the jurisdiction.

As regards the future, the Deputy may wish to be aware that both jurisdictions intend, in 
due course, to develop and introduce legislation that would regulate cross border taxi services.

28/02/2018WRL01400Dublin Bus Services

28/02/2018WRL01500199. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
Dublin Bus has removed its city centre discount fare; if this decision was made by Dublin Bus 
or by the National Transport Authority; if he was notified of this move; the way in which such 
a step is in keeping with stated policy of encouraging persons to use public transport especially 
in city centre areas suffering from heavy congestion; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10372/18]

28/02/2018WRL01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Dublin Bus and I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within ten working days.

28/02/2018WRL01700Road Projects Status

28/02/2018WRL01800200. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
plans to upgrade the N4 road prior to the shelving of this plan in 2011; if this route will become 
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a dual carriageway or a motorway; if the preparatory work which was previously undertaken on 
this route can be used on this occasion; the timeframe for this project; and the stages this project 
will have to go through. [10395/18]

28/02/2018WRL01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects  
is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation 
of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of 
the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

28/02/2018WRL02000Rail Network Expansion

28/02/2018WRL02100201. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the extent of upgrading of commuter rail facilities along the Leixlip, Maynooth, Kilcock and 
Enfield commuter line in accordance with Project Ireland 2040; the extent to which increased 
passenger capacity, extension of station facilities, extra track or other facilities is anticipated; 
the full extent of the expenditure involved; the timeframe for provision of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10415/18]

28/02/2018WRL02200202. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent of upgrading of commuter rail facilities along the Hazelhatch, Sallins, Newbridge and 
Kildare commuter line in accordance with Project Ireland 2040; the extent to which increased 
passenger capacity, extension of station facilities, extra track or other facilities is anticipated; 
the full extent of the expenditure involved; the timeframe for provision of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10416/18]

28/02/2018WRL02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 201 and 202 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the National Transport Authority’s (NTA) ‘Transport Strategy for 
the GDA 2016-2035’ proposes implementation of the overall DART Expansion Programme.  
As outlined in the recently published ‘National Development Plan 2018-2027, Project Ireland 
2040’ (NDP), the DART Expansion Programme is a series of projects that will create a full 
metropolitan area DART Network? for Dublin with all of the lines linked and connected over 
the period of the plan.  

The initial sequencing of investment under the NDP will focus on delivery of non-under-
ground tunnel elements of the Programme using the recently opened rail link and existing con-
nector tunnel under the Phoenix Park (which has provided the option for Kildare commuters to 
access the city centre stations of Connolly, Tara Street and Pearse).  This sequencing and focus 
includes buying additional fleet for the DART network and measures such as re-signalling, 
junction and station changes to provide expanded services.  The next step will be to provide 
fast, high-frequency electrified services to Drogheda on the Northern Line, Celbridge/Hazel-
hatch on the Kildare Line, Maynooth and M3 Parkway on the Maynooth/Sligo Line, while 
continuing to provide DART services on the South-Eastern Line as far south as Greystones.  
It will also include new stations to provide interchange with bus, LUAS and Metro networks.

The significant benefit to using the recently opened rail link and existing connector tunnel 
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under the Phoenix Park and the proposed sequence of investment, is that it will enable addi-
tional passenger services to be put in place much earlier using existing infrastructure with some 
enhancements.  This integrated rail network will provide a core, high-capacity transit system 
for the region and will deliver a very substantial increase in peak-hour capacity on all lines from 
Maynooth and Celbridge/Hazelhatch as well as Drogheda and Greystones.  The route for the 
remaining element of the overall DART Expansion Programme, the DART Underground Tun-
nel, will be established and protected to allow for its future delivery.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility in this area, I have forwarded the Deputies’ questions to 
the Authority for further information on the issues raised.  Please advise my private office if you 
do not receive a response within ten working days.

28/02/2018WRL02500Child and Family Agency Data

28/02/2018WRL02600203. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of cases awaiting allocation to a social worker in each Tusla local office area in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10223/18]

28/02/2018WRL02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Addressing the 
number of children who are awaiting the allocation of a social worker is one of my key priori-
ties.  I secured funds in Budget 2018 which will allow Tusla to carry out the third year of a 3 
year plan to provide for the allocation of a dedicated social worker to all children who need one.  
Tusla are also funded to recruit family support workers, social care staff and administrative staff 
to work alongside social workers in supporting vulnerable children and families. 

An unallocated case relates to a case about a child who is deemed to need a social work 
assessment, but has not yet been allocated to a social worker.  All urgent and emergency cases 
receive immediate attention by the local duty social work team. The majority of  unallocated 
cases are new referrals, however they may also include children living with their families who 
had an allocated social worker, or to a child in care, where there is now a social work vacancy. 

I am informed by Tusla that a case awaiting allocation may be listed as ‘active on duty’. 
Tusla indicate that this may includes checking with professionals who see the child regularly, or 
visiting the child and family at home, getting additional information about the child’s situation 
and, in some instances where a child is in care, organising a Care Plan Review and visiting the 
child. 

Information about unallocated cases is published monthly on the Tusla website. The most 
up to date data available is for November 2017.  I can inform the Deputy that there were 24,445 
open cases nationally at the end of November. Of these, 4,760 were awaiting allocation of a 
social worker. This information is provided in the table below, in the format requested by the 
Deputy. Tusla have experienced an increase of referrals to child protection and welfare services. 
There were 4,651 referrals received in November 2017, an increase of 749 (19%) on the same 
period in 2016.  

I, and my officials, will continue to engage directly with the Tusla Board and Senior Man-
agement Team to monitor and  review progress.

Cases open to Tusla social work awaiting allocation to a social worker, by Tusla Area
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Tusla Area Number of cases awaiting allocation to a 
social worker 

Dublin South East/Wicklow 105 
Dublin South West/Kildare/West Wicklow 805 
Dublin South Central 233 
Midlands 241 
Dublin North City 369 
Dublin North 462 
Louth/Meath 240 
Cavan/Monaghan 234 
Kerry 107 
Cork 605 
Carlow/Kilkenny/South Tipperary 255 
Waterford/Wexford 232 
Donegal 467 
Sligo/Leitrim/West Cavan 64 
Mayo 0 
Galway/Roscommon 185 
Midwest 156 
Total Cases 4,760

28/02/2018WRL02800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

28/02/2018WRL02900204. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the qualifica-
tions of a special needs assistant can be accepted for the early years childcare programme action 
and inclusion model; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10252/18]

28/02/2018WRL03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In June 2016, 
I introduced the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM), a new programme of supports to enable 
children with a disability to access and fully participate in the free pre-school programme.

AIM is not an SNA model.  Rather, it is a holistic model designed to support pre-school 
providers to deliver an inclusive pre-school experience.

One of the supports offered under AIM – Level 7 – is additional capitation.  Where approval 
for additional capitation has been agreed, and in circumstances where the maximum capitation 
has been approved, it can be used in one of two ways.  It can be used to reduce the adult to child 
ratio in the pre-school room, for example from 1 adult and 11 children down to 1 adult and 8 
children, without any financial loss to the pre-school provider.  Alternatively, it can be used to 
buy in additional assistance to the pre-school room.

Applicants who intend to use additional capitation provided under AIM Level 7 to employ 
an additional person for the pre-school room or increase hours for existing staff must ensure 
that such staff have a Level 5 major award in early childhood care and education.

In order to meet the minimum regulatory standard, a qualification must show that the holder 
of the qualification has completed studies in the area of:

Child Development 0-6 years

Early Childhood Education – Theory and Practice
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Child Health and Welfare 0-6 years

My Department maintains a list of Early Years Recognised Qualifications, a copy of which 
can be found on the Department’s website www.dcya.gov.ie.  This list shows all qualifications 
which have been approved by DCYA for work in the Early Years sector in Ireland to date.  
Where a qualification is not published on the list of DCYA Early Years Recognised Qualifica-
tions but the holder considers it to be an appropriate Major Award at or above Level 5 on the 
NFQ (National Framework of Qualifications) or equivalent, they can apply to the Department 
to have their qualifications assessed for approval.

The Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 allow for 
an exemption to the qualification requirements for an employee of a registered childcare pro-
vider receiving funding under Level 7 of AIM.  This exemption is for children with medically 
complex needs who require specialised health support which is critical to the child’s meaning-
ful participation in the ECCE programme.

There are no immediate plans to review these qualification requirements relating to AIM.

28/02/2018WRL03100Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRL03200205. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the newspa-
pers her Department officials have engaged with in promoting or explaining Government busi-
ness in her Department; when these meetings took place; if they are held on a regular basis; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [10288/18]

28/02/2018WRL03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
would engage on a daily basis with journalists working for newspapers and other media outlets, 
for example, in relation to answering queries from them and issuing press releases. Officials of 
my Department would not otherwise engage with newspapers. On occasion, I would engage in 
press briefings attended by a range of media outlets and I have also given interviews to same.

28/02/2018WRL03400Early Childhood Care and Education Data

28/02/2018WRL03500206. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
creches in the early childhood care and education, ECCE, scheme, by county; if her attention 
has been drawn to the number of creches by county that refused to join the scheme; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10331/18]

28/02/2018WRL03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Below are the 
services with contracts issued under Early Childhood Care and Education scheme (ECCE) in 
2017/18 listed by county:

County Services in Contact
Carlow 50
Cavan 60
Clare 130
Cork 442
Donegal 141
Dublin 1111
Galway 252
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County Services in Contact
Kerry 126
Kildare 194
Kilkenny 95
Laois 77
Leitrim 29
Limerick 173
Longford 33
Louth 112
Mayo 120
Meath 198
Monaghan 57
Offaly 72
Roscommon 54
Sligo 65
Tipperary 157
Waterford 90
Westmeath 77
Wexford 134
Wicklow 162
Grand Total 4211
The total number of service providers that have signed up to deliver the ECCE scheme is 

4211. There is no obligation on service providers to join the scheme and my Department does 
not record statistics on the services that decide not to join. It should also be noted that some 
services may not be eligible to provide ECCE, (eg. an afterschool only service) while other 
services may opt to provide one of the other childcare subvention schemes only.  

I would advise any service provider with queries about the ECCE scheme to contact their 
local City and County Childcare Committee for further information.

28/02/2018WRL03700Haddington Road Agreement Implementation

28/02/2018WRL03800207. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her attention 
has been drawn to the fact that funding allocated to community youth projects, such as projects 
(details supplied), does not enable them to implement the pay restoration as outlined under the 
Haddington Road agreement without having a serious effect on the provision of youth services 
by such groups; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10337/18]

28/02/2018WRL03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): City of Dublin 
Youth Service Board is a statutory body which administers grants to approximately ninety 
youth projects throughout Dublin city.  I am aware that a number of youth workers based in 
Dublin City and employed in projects administered by the City of Dublin Youth Service Board, 
are on scales linked to public pay scales and may be eligible for increases under the Hadding-
ton Road agreement. In this regard, I was advised by City of Dublin Youth Service Board of a 
circular issued by the Department of Education and Skills in 2017 and that this circular applies 
to these youth workers. 

It is important to note that the youth workers employed by these services are not public ser-
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vants and that this local arrangement is unique to services operating in Dublin City. I am also 
advised that all other youth services operating in Dublin and in the rest of the country are not 
impacted by the Haddington Road agreement. 

Based on the information provided to my Department, the cost of implementing the Had-
dington Road agreement in these Dublin City services is more than offset by the increases 
provided to all youth services over the past two years. In 2016, all staff-led youth services were 
provided with a 2.5% increase in allocation. In 2017, services were provided with a 5% increase 
in their allocation. 

My Department has commenced a process with national organisations and local services, 
including Ballymun Regional Youth Service, to identify service development needs for 2018 
and to finalise the 2018 allocations. The primary purpose of this process to ensure that youth 
services are sufficiently resourced to meet the needs of young people and particularly those who 
are at risk of drugs or alcohol misuse, early school leaving, homelessness or who are living in 
disadvantaged communities. Every effort will be made to complete this process as soon as pos-
sible and notify all youth services of their allocation for the year.

In this regard, officials within my Department have recently met with and are continuing to 
work with officials from the City of Dublin Youth Service Board to identify service needs and 
emerging trends in Dublin City.

28/02/2018WRL04000Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRL04100208. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the con-
tact or meetings she or her Department have had with members of a group (details supplied) in 
the past three years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10364/18]

28/02/2018WRL04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Since I became 
the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in May 2016, I have met with a representative from 
the group in question on two occasions. My Department has had no such meetings.

28/02/2018WRL04225Local and Community Development Programme Expenditure

28/02/2018WRL04250209. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
amount spent on the local and community development programme in each of the years 2007 
to 2017; and the allocated spend for 2018. [10302/18]

28/02/2018WRL04275Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Community Development Programme (LCDP) was launched on 1 January 2010; it superseded 
the Local Development Social Inclusion Programme (LDSIP) and the Community Develop-
ment Programme (CDP). The Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SI-
CAP) replaced the LCDP from 1 April 2015 in most parts of the country.

Funding under the various Programmes for the years in question are outlined in the follow-
ing table:

Year  Spend
 2007*  €81.344m
 2008*  €81.120m
 2009*  €68.588m
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Year  Spend
 2010  €65.211m
 2011  €58.853m
 2012  €50.446m
 2013  €44.827m
 2014  €45.244m
 2015  €41.609m
 2016  €36.497m
 2017  €37.299m
 2018  €38.028m (Allocation)
* Combined funding under the Local Development Social Inclusion Programme (LDSIP) 

and Community Development Programmes (CDP)

28/02/2018WRL04300Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

28/02/2018WRL04400210. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when an application for domiciliary care will be finalised for persons (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10222/18]

28/02/2018WRL04500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): This domiciliary care allowance claim has been finalised.   This 
lady was notified on the 24 February 2018 that her domiciliary care allowance has been award-
ed from the 1st July 2017. Arrears due for this period will issue with her March 2018 payment 
on the 20th   March 2018. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2018WRL04600Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

28/02/2018WRL04700211. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to allow for full carer’s allowance and a half rate to be provided to families of 
children with severe disabilities or illnesses that require the full time care of both parents (de-
tails supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10229/18]

28/02/2018WRL04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Car-
er’s Allowance is a means tested social assistance payment, made to persons who are providing 
full time care and attention to a person requiring such care. The carer may work or engage in 
training for a maximum of 15 hours per week and still be regarded as providing full-time care 
and attention.

Only one carer’s allowance is payable in respect of any one caring situation, however two 
carers who are sharing care in an established pattern can be accommodated on the carer’s allow-
ance scheme. All the usual qualifying conditions for carer’s allowance apply to carers availing 
of these arrangements.  Each carer may share the carer’s allowance income support payment 
and the annual carer’s support grant. A carer providing full time care on a part time basis is re-
quired under legislation to provide care for a complete week i.e. Monday to Sunday. 

Other financial assistance may be available to the family.  Domiciliary Care Allowance 
(DCA) is a monthly payment for a child aged under 16 with a severe disability, who requires 
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ongoing care and attention, substantially over and above the care and attention usually required 
by a child of the same age.  It is not means tested.  The family may also claim a Carer’s Support 
Grant, which is paid each year during the month of June.

I have no plans to change the current care sharing arrangements which would have to be 
considered in a budgetary context.

I hope that this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

28/02/2018WRL04900Fuel Allowance Eligibility

28/02/2018WRL05000212. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to allow for a carer’s allowance to be a qualifying payment for receipt of fuel 
allowance (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10235/18]

28/02/2018WRL05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
fuel allowance is a payment of €22.50 per week for 27 weeks from October to April, to over 
338,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €227 million in 2018.  The purpose of 
this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The allowance represents a 
contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended to meet those costs in 
full.  Only one allowance is paid per household. 

The Government values the role of carers very much and it is for this reason that they re-
ceive significant income supports from the Department. In addition to carer’s allowance carers 
receive additional support in the form of free travel and household benefits (for those who live 
with the person for whom they care) and the annual respite care grant in respect of each person 
for whom they care.  

If a person is getting certain qualifying social welfare payments and also providing full 
time care and attention to another person, they can keep their main social welfare payment and 
get the half-rate carer’s allowance as well.  They can also receive an extra half-rate carer’s al-
lowance if they care for more than one person.  From October 2013 onwards, the payment of 
half-rate carer’s allowance does not preclude a person from qualifying for fuel allowance. If 
a person is in receipt of a non-contributory social welfare payment and a half-rate carer’s al-
lowance, then they are deemed to have satisfied the means test and fuel allowance is payable 
subject to all remaining criteria being satisfied.  If a person is in receipt of a contributory social 
welfare payment and a half-rate carer’s allowance then they will have to undergo a means test 
for fuel allowance.

Any decision to amend the criteria for receiving fuel allowance to include carer’s allowance 
would have to be considered in the overall policy and budgetary context.  

Under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme, exceptional needs payments may be 
made to help meet an essential, once-off cost which customers are unable to meet out of their 
own resources and this may include exceptional heating costs.  

The best way to tackle fuel poverty in the long term is to improve the energy efficiency of 
the dwelling.  My Department works closely with the Department of Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment to help identify people in energy poverty who are living with chronic 
respiratory conditions so they can avail of the Warmth and Well-being Scheme which aims to 
make homes warmer and healthier to live in.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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28/02/2018WRL05200Carer’s Allowance Applications

28/02/2018WRL05300213. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a matter regarding repayments in the case of a person (details supplied) will be 
reviewed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10236/18]

28/02/2018WRL05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
confirm that my Department received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person 
concerned on 23 August 2017.  

The application was awarded to the person concerned on 15 January 2018 with effect from 
24 August 2017 and the first payment issued to her nominated bank account on 1 February 
2018.  

It is proposed to withhold arrears of allowance due to the value of €1,776.34 for the period 
24 August 2017 to 31 January 2018 as the person concerned has an outstanding one-parent fam-
ily payment debt owing to my Department of €12,751.80.

My Department is obliged to seek recovery of debts owed to it as quickly as possible, hav-
ing due regard to the circumstances of the debtor.  

My Department’s debt recovery unit wrote to the person concerned on 12 February 2018 
advising of the withholding of her arrears and the proposal to recover the balance of the debt 
owing by deductions of €30.00 per week to commence on or after 8 March 2018.

Before the withholding of arrears and commencement of deductions, the person concerned 
is being afforded the opportunity within 21 days of the date of the letter dated 12 February 2018 
to make any comment on the proposed method of recovery of the debt.

If the person concerned is experiencing difficulties with regards to this proposal, she should 
state clearly as part of her comments her current weekly income and expenditure. A debt recov-
ery officer will take into consideration her ability to pay and accordingly set an amount to be 
deducted weekly from her CA payment.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2018WRL05500Free Travel Scheme Administration

28/02/2018WRL05600214. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if the free travel pass entitlements for persons in receipt of carer’s allowance will be reviewed 
to allow for a companion or partner pass (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [10239/18]

28/02/2018WRL05700216. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the rationale for the reason carers under 66 years of age cannot nominate their partner to 
travel with them under the travel pass scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10246/18]

28/02/2018WRL05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 214 and 216 together. D.):

The current free travel scheme provides free travel on the main public and private trans-
port services for those eligible under the scheme.  These include road, rail and ferry services 
provided by companies such as Bus Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as 
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Luas and services provided by over 80 private transport operators.  There are currently approx. 
904,000 customers with direct eligibility with an annual allocation of €90 million.  

The scheme is available to all people aged over 66 living permanently in the State.  To 
qualify for the scheme, applicants who are under age 66 must be in receipt of a qualifying pay-
ment.  These are invalidity pension, blind pension, disability allowance, carer’s allowance or 
an equivalent social security payment from a country covered by EC Regulations or one with 
which Ireland has a Bilateral Social Security Agreement.  

A companion free travel pass entitles the pass holder to have any one person, aged 16 years 
or over, to accompany him/her free of charge when travelling.  In addition to this, people in 
receipt of carers allowance or benefit from my Department are also entitled to a free travel pass 
in their own right.  Therefore if the person being cared for has a companion travel pass they can 
nominate a person other than the carer to travel with them and the carer may travel on the single 
free travel pass they have received.

Under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme (SWA) the Department of Social Pro-
tection may award a travel supplement in any case where the circumstances of the case so war-
rant.  The supplement is intended to assist with ongoing or recurring travel costs that cannot be 
met from the client’s own resources and are deemed to be necessary.  Every decision is based 
on consideration of the circumstances of the case, taking account of the nature and extent of the 
need and of the resources of the person concerned. 

There are no plans at this time to increase the number of free travel companions that may 
travel without charge under the scheme.  Any such expansion would have significant budget-
ary implications, particularly if it was a general, rather than a targeted provision, such as that 
already provided for under the SWA travel supplement.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputies.

28/02/2018WRL05900Fuel Allowance Expenditure

28/02/2018WRL06000215. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of extending fuel allowance to all those in receipt of carer’s allowance. 
[10245/18]

28/02/2018WRL06100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Fuel allowance is a payment of €22.50 per week to recipients of a qualifying social welfare 
payment to assist with the energy costs of low-income households.  While carer’s allowance is 
not a qualifying payment for fuel allowance, it is possible for a person in receipt of a half-rate 
carer’s allowance and a qualifying social welfare payment to qualify for the scheme. 

It is not known how many carer’s allowance recipients would satisfy the household compo-
sition requirements to qualify for fuel allowance.  

Based on the 2018 estimated recipient numbers of carer’s allowance, the cost of paying 
fuel allowance to all those in receipt of carer’s allowance would be €47.9 million over the 27 
weeks of the fuel season.  However, this estimated cost would be impacted by the fact that some 
of these recipients, i.e. those who are paid half-rate carer’s allowance alongside their primary 
payment, may already be in receipt of a fuel allowance with their primary payment, and others 
would not qualify for the scheme.
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        Question No. 216 answered with Question No. 214.

28/02/2018WRM00300Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

28/02/2018WRM00400217. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an appeal for jobseeker’s allowance by a person (details supplied) will be examined; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [10278/18]

28/02/2018WRM00500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was 
referred to an Appeals Officer who has decided after due consideration, to hold an oral hearing 
in this case on 9th   March 2018.  The person concerned has been notified of the arrangements 
for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2018WRM00600Carer’s Allowance Applications

28/02/2018WRM00700218. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the delay in the processing of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details sup-
plied) will be investigated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10283/18]

28/02/2018WRM00800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
confirm that my Department received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person 
concerned on 10 August 2017.  

CA is a means-tested social assistance payment, made to persons who are providing full-
time care and attention to a person who has a disability such that they require that level of care.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

As the person concerned was working outside the home in excess of 15 hours per week, her 
application was disallowed on 13 December 2017.

Following receipt of evidence that the person concerned was reducing her hours of employ-
ment to no more than 15 hours per week from 8 January 2018, her application was awarded on 
22 February 2018 and the first payment will issue to her nominated account on 1 March 2018.  

Arrears of allowance due from 11 January 2018 to 28 February 2018 have also issued.  

The person concerned was notified on 22 February 2018 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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28/02/2018WRM00900JobPath Programme

28/02/2018WRM01000219. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of companies subcontracted by companies (details supplied) to provide 
information sessions to persons on the JobPath scheme network personnel; the expenditure to 
date on subcontracted work in the context of the delivery of JobPath; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [10284/18]

28/02/2018WRM01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
the Deputy will be aware, JobPath is a service designed to support people who are long term 
unemployed to obtain and sustain employment in the open labour market.

The service is being delivered by Seetec and Turas Nua under a payment by results model, 
with all costs being borne by the companies themselves.  The companies are paid an initial reg-
istration fee and thereafter job sustainment fees only.  Job sustainment fees are only payable for 
each 13 week period of sustained employment, up to a maximum of 52 weeks (i.e. 4 payments).  
The Department was careful in designing the service to ensure that payments to contractors are 
conditional on people not just finding a job, but finding sustainable employment.

The Agreements entered into between my Department and the JobPath companies include a 
provision for the engagement of sub-contractors in the delivery of the service.  The Agreements 
further provide that overall responsibility for the performance of the service contract, irrespec-
tive of whether the tasks are performed by the Contractor or through sub-contractors, rests with 
the Prime Contractors that is Seetec and Turas Nua.  

Turas Nua delivers the service directly to JobPath clients and has not engaged sub-contrac-
tors for the end to end delivery of the service.  Seetec provides the JobPath service directly 
and also through the following sub-contractors: Coláiste De Danann trading as Cenit College; 
Network Personnel; People 1st   Employment and Skills; CMD Group and Skills Team Em-
ployment Services. Any expenditure attaching to the provision of the service by these sub-
contractors is a matter between Seetec and its sub-contractors.

In addition to the above, it is important to note that both companies engage a range of pro-
viders to deliver training and others supports to Jobseekers.

28/02/2018WRM01200Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRM01300220. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the newspapers her Department officials have engaged with in promoting or explaining 
Government business in her Department; when these meetings took place; if they are held on a 
regular basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10292/18]

28/02/2018WRM01400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
There has been no such engagement by officials in my Department to promote or explain Gov-
ernment business.

28/02/2018WRM01500Invalidity Pension Applications

28/02/2018WRM01600221. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for an invalidity pension by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10311/18]
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28/02/2018WRM01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully consid-
ered all of the available evidence including that adduced at the oral hearing, has decided to al-
low the appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals 
Officer’s decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Schemes Data

28/02/2018WRM01750222. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of full-rate qualified child increases and half-rate qualified child increases 
respectively in payment at the end of 2017 to persons in receipt of payments (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10320/18]

28/02/2018WRM01775Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested is shown in the following table.  The age breakdown mentioned in the 
Deputy’s clarification of this question will be supplied by my officials as soon as possible in 
answer to the Deputy’s related question (9332-18).

Number of qualified child increases paid to recipients of Weekly Social Welfare Payments, 
December 2017

Scheme Full Rate Half Rate Other
State Pension (Non-
Contributory)

473 112 0

State Pension (Con-
tributory)

1,257 729 0

Widow/er’s or Sur-
viving Civil Part-
ner’s Contributory 
Pension

10,908 0

Supplementary Wel-
fare Allowance

8,520 0

Maternity Benefit 758 155 0
Rural Social Scheme 1,504 523 0
TUS - Community 
Work Placement

2,190 2,073

Back To Work Enter-
prise Allowance 

6,489 1,921

Back To Education 
Allowance(3)

4,327 1,100 0

Partial Capacity 
Benefit

396 394 0

Disability Allowance 29,028 10,945 0
Carer’s Allowance 3,910 40,942 0
Illness Benefit 7,910 6,603 0
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Scheme Full Rate Half Rate Other
Interim Illness Ben-
efit

105 50 0

Injury Benefit 176 120 0
Invalidity Pension 5,630 7,944 0
Working Family 
Payment

129,274

28/02/2018WRM01800Live Register Data

28/02/2018WRM01900223. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of casual, part-time employees in receipt of social welfare payments such as 
jobseeker’s allowance, jobseeker’s benefit and family income supplement, by the 20 largest 
private sector employers and occupation type; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10352/18]

28/02/2018WRM02000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): At 
the end of January 2018, there were 50,231 casual and part-time workers on the Live Register. 
Equivalent figures for all months from May 2002 to January 2018 are published by the Central 
Statistics Office (CSO), based on returns made to them by my Department, in Table 7 of the 
Live Register statistical release (available at http://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/
lr/liveregisterjanuary2018/).

A tabular statement giving a breakdown of this total by last held occupation prior to com-
mencement of Jobseeker claim is attached. This occupational breakdown for casual and part-
time workers on the Live Register is fully consistent with the occupational breakdown for the 
Live Register as a whole published in Table 5 of the CSO’s Live Register statistical release. 

I note, however, that this table may not reflect the current   occupational status of casual and 
part-time workers where this is different from their stated last held occupation at claim com-
mencement.

Meanwhile, I regret that the breakdown requested by 20 largest employers is not available 
either in my Department or through the data published by CSO.

In relation to other benefits, I note the definition of ‘casual and part time workers’ used by 
my Department and published by CSO:

People who work for part of a week may be eligible for Jobseeker’s Benefit or Jobseeker’s 
Allowance and may also be included on the Live Register, if the Department of Social Protec-
tion is satisfied that they are not in full-time employment, are available for work and are looking 
for full-time employment.  

This definition excludes Systematic Short Time workers in receipt of Jobseeker’s Benefit 
(there were 426 such people at the end of January 2018), as well as all those who are in receipt 
of benefits which allow the recipient to work or study full-time while retaining benefit eligibil-
ity, such as Back to Work Enterprise Allowance, Back to Education Allowance or One-Parent 
Family Payment.

In particular, only people who work 38 or more hours per fortnight in a job which is likely 
to last at least 3 months are eligible to receive Working Family Payment (formerly known as 
Family Income Supplement), so that it is not possible for a casual worker to be in receipt of this 
benefit.
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Tabular statement

Table 1 - Casual Workers on the Live Register by Last Held Occupation and payment 
type, January 2018
Broad occupational 
group prior to start 
of claim(CSO cat-
egorisation)

Casual Jobseekers 
Allowance

Casual Jobseekers 
Benefit

Grand Total

Associate Profes-
sional And Technical 
Occupations

789 363 1,152

Clerical And Secre-
tarial Occupations

3,119 1,786 4,905

Craft and Related 
Occupations

7,917 1,775 9,692

Managers and Ad-
ministrators

703 528 1,231

Other Occupations 4,013 771 4,784
Personal And Protec-
tive Service Occupa-
tions

8,058 2,533 10,591

Plant And Machine 
Operatives

6,099 1,637 7,736

Professional Occu-
pations

1,461 993 2,454

Sales And Customer 
Service Occupations

5,018 1,424 6,442

Unknown or no 
stated occupation 
or those who never 
worked

1,163 81 1,244

Grand Total 38,340 11,891 50,231

28/02/2018WRM02100Social Welfare Overpayments

28/02/2018WRM02200224. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason a person (details supplied) in Dublin 11 has had their social welfare payment cut; 
and if the correct rate will restored and the balance refunded without further delay. [10354/18]

28/02/2018WRM02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is in receipt of a Jobseekers Allowance payment since the 24th October 2017. 

The reduction in the person’s payment related to the recovery of an overpayment.  Their 
debt with the Department was suspended on the 13th February 2018 as they have lodged an 
appeal with the Social Welfare Appeals Office.  Deductions to recover the debt have been sus-
pended pending the outcome of this appeal. 

Since the 14th February 2018 they are in receipt of the full entitlement of €193.00 per week.

The Office awaits a decision from the Social Welfare Appeals Office regarding their appeal 
and the issue of the overpayment.
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I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2018WRM02400Unfinished Housing Developments

28/02/2018WRM02500225. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if requests from a local authority (details supplied) will be considered; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10258/18]

28/02/2018WRM02600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The 2016 Annual Progress Report on Unfinished Housing Devel-
opments was published in March 2017 and is available at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/resolving_unfinished_hous-
ing_developments_-_2016_annual_progress_report.pdf  

As outlined in the Report, the numbers of unfinished housing developments has reduced by 
over 85% from just under 3,000 developments in 2010 to 420 developments in 2016, with 248 
developments resolved in 2016 alone.

Funding of the resolution process is now firmly centred around investment by housing pro-
viders and their funders, as well as income from bonds and securities.  In that context, I have 
no plans to allocate further funding to local authorities, and the level of unfinished housing de-
velopments remaining is expected to show a further reduction when the 2017 Annual Progress 
Report is published by my Department shortly.

The taking-in-charge of housing developments is a matter for the relevant local authority 
under section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). My Department 
launched the National Taking-in-Charge Initiative (NTICI) in April 2016 to trial new approach-
es and working methods in supporting and accelerating overall national and local action on the 
taking-in-charge process of housing estates, including estates with developer-provided water 
services infrastructure (DPI). 

Under the terms of the NTICI, which was underpinned by €10m in funding, developments 
subject to valid taking-in-charge applications were eligible for inclusion in the call for funding 
proposals under Circular FPS 3/2016, which is available at the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/circular_fps3_2016_nation-
al_taking_in_charge_initiative_3.pdf  

Findings and recommendations from the NTICI process will be included in a report on the 
initiative that I intend to publish in the coming weeks. The publication of the NTICI report will 
be of value to local authorities and other stakeholders in applying the lessons from the pilot 
authorities, in a more general roll-out of a streamlined approach to taking-in-charge.

The recently published National Development Plan provision of €31 million for the period 
2018-2021 for developer-provided infrastructure is evidence of the Government’s commitment 
to transition from the pilot phase under NTICI to a programme phase, commencing with an 
estimates provision of €3m in 2018 on which further details will be announced in due course.

28/02/2018WRM02700Local Authority Housing Data

28/02/2018WRM02800226. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
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ernment the number of single stage process projects below €2 million for the delivery of social 
housing units under way nationally by local authority and municipal district; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10269/18]

28/02/2018WRM02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): To 
date, 13 social housing capital projects are being advanced by local authorities via the single-
stage approval process for projects with a maximum all-in budget up to €2m. These projects 
have been proposed by the local authorities in Meath, Louth, Laois, Cavan, Leitrim, Roscom-
mon, Fingal, Wicklow and Galway County.

Revisions to the single-stage approval process were recently introduced, so I expect the 
take-up on this option will increase over time.

28/02/2018WRM03000Local Authority Housing Data

28/02/2018WRM03100227. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of four stage process projects for the delivery of social housing units under 
way nationally by local authority and municipal district; the stage each project is at; the names 
and locations of each site in the four stage process stream of projects; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10271/18]

28/02/2018WRM03200233. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if caps are placed on budgets for four stage process projects to deliver social housing 
units; the way in which funding is released or withheld in the context of projects in the four 
stage process; the way in which a budget is set for projects that are one bedroom apartment units 
contained within a subdivided structure, terraced housing and multi bedroom apartment units; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10333/18]

28/02/2018WRM03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 227 and 233 together.

Social housing projects funded by my Department, like all publicly funded construction proj-
ects, must comply with the Government’s Capital Works Management Framework (CWMF), 
the objectives of which are to ensure greater cost certainty, better value for money and financial 
accountability. While there are nine points of review within the CWMF, my Department has 
combined these to just four for capital-funded social housing construction projects.

My Department now publishes Social Housing Construction Status Reports on a quarterly 
basis. These reports provide information on the social housing construction programme un-
derway for each local authority area and contain details such as the stage each project is at, 
the names and locations of each project and the number of new social homes each project is 
delivering. 

The last published report sets out the position at the end of quarter 3 of 2017. It has informa-
tion on the delivery of over 12,000 new social housing homes, including those on site and under 
construction, those progressing through planning and design and those delivered in 2016 and to 
the end of quarter 3 of 2017. The majority of the schemes listed in the Status Report progress 
through the four stage process under the CWMF.  That report is available on the Rebuilding 
Ireland website at the following link: 

http://rebuildingireland.ie/install/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Q3-2017-Construction-Sta-
tus-Report.pdf  
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The construction schemes progressing through the 4 stage approval process are reviewed 
at each stage by my Department’s Social Housing Delivery team, including architectural and 
quantity surveyor (QS) advisors. The assessment of costs takes into account the wide range of 
factors that will influence projects, such as house or apartment type, location, land costs and 
conditions, scale of the development and the terms of the planning approval.  The professional 
QS staff assess costs in relation to all projects realistically, based on the range of the above fac-
tors that might apply and funding is released to local authorities based on the costs they have 
incurred in the delivery of the constructions projects. Local authorities are encouraged to draw-
down funding on a timely basis.

28/02/2018WRM03400Planning Guidelines

28/02/2018WRM03500228. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of information sessions for local authorities and approved housing bodies 
on the principles and requirements arising from the quality housing for sustainable communities 
and the design manual for urban roads and streets that were held in the context of standards and 
oversight in 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10276/18]

28/02/2018WRM03600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): My Department’s publication Quality Housing for Sustainable 
Communities (2007), for local authorities, sets out best practice for the use of all involved in 
the provision of housing, including architects, urban designers, engineers, planners, quantity 
surveyors, developers, practitioners and housing authorities.  

The guidelines identify the principles and criteria that are important in the design of hous-
ing in order to facilitate the delivery of better homes, better neighbourhoods and better urban 
spaces.  

The guidelines provide advice on site selection in areas with good access to a wide range of 
services including shops, schools and other facilities and without creating an overconcentration 
of a single tenure type. A range of key design priorities are emphasised in the guidelines includ-
ing the need to ensure designs are socially, environmentally and architecturally appropriate, 
safe, secure and healthy; affordable; durable; and accessible and adaptable. Such themes are 
amplified in the later Design Manual for Urban Spaces (DMURS).

These design guidelines for local authorities seek to promote quality and value for money in 
publicly funded housing and seek to maintain this level of quality, including where other fund-
ing streams are fully or partially involved.

In relation to the guidelines, my Department is in regular contact with Local Authorities 
where design proposals for social housing developments are considered for consistency with 
the Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities guidelines and I am satisfied that the appro-
priate arrangements are in place.

In regard to the DMURS, this was jointly published by my Department and the Department 
of Transport, Tourism and Sport in 2013 and was followed by a series of nationwide informa-
tion seminars in early 2014 and 2015.

The purpose of this Manual is to ensure that the welfare and needs of pedestrians are priori-
tised in the design of streets in urban areas, so that roadways for cars don’t dominate our towns 
and cities. It also promotes short actively fronted movement systems to better facilitate and 
encourage pedestrian movement, and is fully consistent with our planning intentions to create 
more compact settlements.
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28/02/2018WRM03700Local Authority Housing Funding

28/02/2018WRM03800229. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if funding for a housing estate (details supplied) in County Longford will be provided; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10281/18]

28/02/2018WRM03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Section 58 of the Housing Act 1966 provides that the management and maintenance of lo-
cal authority housing stock is a matter for each individual local authority. This includes the 
achievement of energy efficiency, the implementation of planned maintenance programmes and 
carrying out of responsive repairs and pre-letting repairs.

Local authorities are currently undertaking an ambitious programme of insulation retrofit-
ting, with the support of my Department, on the least energy efficient social homes. Funding 
of some €115.7 million has been provided from 2013 to the end of 2017 to improve energy 
efficiency and comfort levels in almost 64,000  local authority homes, benefitting those at risk 
of fuel poverty and making a significant contribution to Ireland’s carbon emissions reduction 
targets and energy reduction targets for 2020. 

The Energy Efficiency Retrofitting Programme is being implemented in a number of phases: 
Phase 1 commenced in 2013 and is focused on providing attic/roof insulation and the less intru-
sive cavity wall insulation in all relevant properties while Phase 2 of the Programme, which has 
been piloted in both Fingal and Westmeath County Councils, will focus on the external fabric 
upgrade of those social housing units with solid/hollow block wall construction. Funding may 
also be provided under Phase 2 to upgrade poorly performing windows and doors in specific 
circumstances.

In 2018, the main focus of the available funding for the Energy Efficiency Retrofitting 
Programme will be on the completion of the remaining Phase 1 works and formally rolling out 
Phase 2. My Department will, shortly, be asking local authorities including Longford County 
Council to submit details of their work proposals and related funding requirements for this 
programme in 2018. In relation to the project referred to by the Deputy, my Department will, of 
course, consider that project for funding once an application has been submitted to the Depart-
ment. 

In the meantime, if a local authority identifies a tenanted dwelling  which requires a specific 
and urgent energy efficiency upgrade, especially in those dwellings which accommodate el-
derly people and people with disabilities, then a special case should be made to my Department 
to have these works funded.

28/02/2018WRM04000Home Loan Scheme

28/02/2018WRM04100230. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if social welfare payments can be used when determining income levels in order 
to qualify under the Rebuilding Ireland loan scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10285/18]

28/02/2018WRM04200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is not, as a general rule, available to those in receipt of 
unemployment or other social welfare benefits.  However, where there is a primary income of 
a waged or salaried nature, long term state benefit payments may be considered.  State benefit 
payments allowable are:  
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- State Pension (Contributory);

- State pension (Non-Contributory);

- Widow’s / Widower’s Pension;

- Blind Pension;

- Invalidity Pension;

- Disability Allowance.

The long-term nature of the payment must be confirmed by the Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection or other relevant Government Department.  Independent confir-
mation is required in such circumstances. 

Further information is available on the dedicated website, www.rebuildingirelandhomeloan.
ie.

28/02/2018WRM04300Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRM04400231. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the newspapers his Department officials have engaged with in promoting or explaining Govern-
ment business in his Department; when these meetings took place; if they are held on a regular 
basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10296/18]

28/02/2018WRM04500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The information requested in relation to my Department is currently being compiled and will 
be forwarded to the Deputy in accordance with Standing Orders.

28/02/2018WRM04600Water Services Provision

28/02/2018WRM04700232. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when funding will be provided for the Oylegate water treatment scheme in County Wex-
ford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10310/18]

28/02/2018WRM04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives in relation to water services.  The team can be contacted via email to 
oireachtasmembers@water.ie   or by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

Question No. 233 answered with Question No. 227.

28/02/2018WRM05000National Planning Framework

28/02/2018WRM05100234. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the reason the population for Drogheda by 2040 data was not mentioned in the national 
planning framework 2040 document; if data both for Drogheda and Dundalk will be supplied; 
if this data is computed using existing boundary definitions; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [10393/18]

28/02/2018WRM05200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The National Planning Framework (NPF) sets the framework for future planning in Ireland at 
a national and regional scale. In addition to Ireland’s five cities, the NPF recognises the impor-
tant regional roles of three other centres as well as the Drogheda-Dundalk-Newry cross-border 
network. 

The Framework indicates that all of these centres and networks should each lead the devel-
opment of their regions to 2040. The extent to which they should plan to grow in population by 
2040 is a matter for local and regional consideration, as part of the regional planning process 
that is now underway, further to publication of the NPF.

The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) process has commenced and must 
address the growth of each region in accordance with the overall parameters of the NPF. This 
enables local and regional decision-making at the appropriate level, to make choices as to the 
extent to which each regional centre and cross-border network can and should plan to grow its 
population to 2040.  

One of the important reasons for this is the need to consider the capacity and potential of 
each town in the context of their wider hinterland and region. While growth plans to 2040 may 
be ambitious, they must also be realistic and support the objectives of the NPF with regard to 
compact, balanced growth and development.

Existing population data regarding all settlements in Ireland is provided at Appendix 2 of 
the NPF, using Central Statistics Office (CSO) data. This includes data for the settlements of 
Drogheda and Dundalk, using the CSO defined and mapped continuous built-up area, or ‘foot-
print’, of each settlement, which in the case of Drogheda, included part of two counties.

The NPF, including appendices, is available at the following link:

http://npf.ie/wp-content/uploads/Project-Ireland-2040-NPF.pdf.

28/02/2018WRM05300National Development Plan

28/02/2018WRM05400235. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
heritage projects in the national development plan for the National Museum, Collins Barracks, 
her Department has responsibility for funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10330/18]

28/02/2018WRM05500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): This 
Government recently launched Project Ireland 2040; a comprehensive national planning frame-
work and associated 10-year National Development Plan.  Project Ireland 2040 explicitly recog-
nises that our culture, language and heritage are an essential part of the sustainable development 
of the country.  

This acknowledgement of the centrality of culture and creativity to our national develop-
ment is unprecedented in this type of statutory planning framework, as is the commitment to 
investment in excess of €1 billion in our culture and heritage over the next 10 years.  Of this 
investment some €725 million will be invested directly in our cultural infrastructure, in our 
creative industries and in enhancing cultural experience for our citizens.   As outlined in Proj-
ect Ireland 2040, €460 million will be spent on the National Cultural Institutions Investment 
Programme.  As part of this programme there will be a significant investment in the National 
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Museum of Ireland, which is currently in the process of developing a comprehensive 15 year 
development plan for all of its sites including Collins Barracks.

I will shortly launch my Department’s plan for investment in Culture, Language and Heri-
tage.

28/02/2018WRM05600National Parks

28/02/2018WRM05700236. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the 
possibility of purchasing available lands (details supplied) adjoining Killarney National Park in 
County Kerry will be investigated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10218/18]

28/02/2018WRM05800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment is aware of the land available for sale adjoining Killarney National Park. Through 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), the Department of Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht manages a property portfolio in respect of national parks and reserves of approxi-
mately 87,000 hectares. These important biodiversity areas are located all around the country. 
Given the limited  resources available for capital investment within the National Parks and 
Nature Reserves, I recognise the need to focus on the core responsibilities relating to the man-
agement of the existing Parks and Reserves lands. The Department has no plans at this time to 
purchase the lands in question.

28/02/2018WRN00200Commemorative Events

28/02/2018WRN00300237. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht her plans to mark the 100 year anniversary of female suffrage here; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10268/18]

28/02/2018WRN00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I marked 
the centenary of the passage of the Representation of the People Act 1918 on the afternoon of 
6 February 2018 by launching the State programme to commemorate the introduction of vot-
ing rights for women and their right to stand in parliamentary elections.  The launch at Marlay 
House in Marlay Park was well attended and the programme well received.  

Later that evening I led statements in this House marking this important centenary.  I have 
sent a copy of the State Programme to every member of both the Dáil and the Seanad and the 
programme is available on my Department’s website and the dedicated Decade of Centenaries 
website.  

The State Programme outlines some of the key commemorative events which will be held 
during the year, and also includes reference to some of the events organised by the Houses of 
the Oireachtas which also has its origins in the general election of 1918. The State programme 
will complement the programme of events organised by the Houses of the Oireachtas as part of 
the Vótáil100 commemorative programme.

28/02/2018WRN00500Departmental Meetings

28/02/2018WRN00600238. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
newspapers her Department officials have engaged with in promoting or explaining Govern-
ment business in her Department; when these meetings took place; if they are held on a regular 
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basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10289/18]

28/02/2018WRN00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In light 
of the range of enquires required to be made to gather the information requested by the Deputy, 
arrangements are being made for this information to be compiled and forwarded to the Deputy, 
in accordance with the timelines set out in Standing Orders.

28/02/2018WRN00800Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

28/02/2018WRN00900239. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
compensation for the cessation of turf cutting for a person (details supplied) will commence; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10300/18]

28/02/2018WRN01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question. With re-
spect to 36 raised bog natural heritage area sites, the qualifying criteria for the scheme are that:

The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut turf)) 
in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf from 
the property on that date;

The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period up to 14 January 2014;

The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and

No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.

My Department is examining the application in view of the qualifying criteria for the 
scheme. I am advised that an inspection of the plot of bog in respect of which the applicant has 
applied for compensation is to be undertaken. My Department will be in a position to further 
process the application when this inspection has been completed.

28/02/2018WRN01100Planning Issues

28/02/2018WRN01200240. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of times since the introduction of the development application tracking system in the 
NPWS that planning permission has been granted to develop a built structure in an area which 
is a designated area. [10334/18]

28/02/2018WRN01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
granting of planning permission in respect of developments is a matter for the relevant lo-
cal authority or An Bord Pleanála.  As I do not have the powers to grant planning permission, 
therefore the Deputy will appreciate that the question of providing the data requested is moot.

Planning authorities may of course refer planning applications to me for comment in my 
role as a prescribed body under Planning and Development law.

28/02/2018WRN01400Arts Funding
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28/02/2018WRN01500241. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on whether it is necessary to put Aosdána on a statutory footing; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [10346/18]

28/02/2018WRN01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Aosdána 
is a unique initiative established by the Arts Council in 1981 to honour creative artists who have 
made a significant contribution to the arts in Ireland.  It is an Arts Council initiative and there 
are no proposals to place it on a statutory footing.  Under section 24(2) of the Arts Act 2003 the 
Council is independent of the Minister in its funding decisions. 

Following recommendations in the Value for Money Policy Review of the Arts Council - 
undertaken under the guidance of an expert Steering Committee chaired by Dr. John O’Hagan, 
Professor of Economics at Trinity College  as well as an internal audit of Aosdána, the Arts 
Council is reviewing all aspects of the administration and procedures of Aosdána.   This review 
will ensure the most appropriate governance and oversight arrangements are in place.  

There are currently some 250 members of Aosdána.  Members who are resident in Ireland 
and are full-time practising artists can qualify for an Arts Council means-tested payment known 
as the Cnuas.  Approximately two-thirds of Aosdána members qualify for the cnuas.  Along 
with all Arts Council grantees, recipients of the cnuas and amounts paid are published in the 
Arts Council annual Report available at

http://www.artscouncil.ie/uploadedFiles/Arts_Council_AR16_final_visual.pdf

28/02/2018WRN01700National Monuments

28/02/2018WRN01800242. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which adequate methods exist to protect historic sites throughout the country; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10399/18]

28/02/2018WRN01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): All mon-
uments listed in the Record of Monuments and Places are protected under the National Monu-
ments Acts 1930-2004.  

As Minister, I am the owner or guardian under the National Monuments Acts of approxi-
mately 1,000 national monuments located at approximately 750 sites.  Maintenance of such 
monuments is undertaken on my behalf by the Office of Public Works. The Acts allow me to 
make a preservation order where I consider a national monument to be at risk. Local authori-
ties are responsible under the Acts for maintaining the national monuments of which they are 
owners or guardians.  

My Department records all reports of damage to recorded monuments. Such reports usually 
emanate from members of the public, local authorities or heritage-based NGOs.  

My Department also liaises regularly with the utility and infrastructure providers and has 
agreed codes of practice with a number of these agencies aimed at safeguarding archaeologi-
cal sites and monuments. In addition, awareness programmes are in place with the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Teagasc and farm organisations that are aimed at raising 
awareness in relation to farming and archaeology.

Notwithstanding the wide ranging legal provisions and other programmes in place, damage 
to archaeological sites and monuments does occur from time to time. Cases involving alleged 
wilful damage to monuments, such as occurred last year at a site in Co. Longford, are followed 
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up in liaison with An Garda Síochána.  

Prosecutions in respect of damage to recorded monuments are initiated by my Department 
where warranted and there have been a number of convictions for such offences in recent years.

28/02/2018WRN02000Heritage Sites

28/02/2018WRN02100243. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which she expects Project Ireland 2040 to influence developments that fall 
under the responsibility of her Department with particular reference to preservation and or 
development of historical and cultural buildings and sites; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [10400/18]

28/02/2018WRN02200245. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which she anticipates the future development of heritage sites for educational 
and tourism purposes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10402/18]

28/02/2018WRN02300246. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to identify cultural or heritage sites that might be at risk with a view to protec-
tion, preservation and utilisation for the benefit of tourism and education; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [10403/18]

28/02/2018WRN02400251. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which particular historical sites or buildings in County Kildare are deemed to 
be at risk; the action taken or pending to address such issues; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10408/18]

28/02/2018WRN02500256. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which she continues to liaise with the Office of Public Works to ensure that 
heritage sites and buildings continue to be protected and if necessary sealed to prevent water 
damage; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10413/18]

28/02/2018WRN02600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 243, 245, 246, 251 and 256 together.

My role, as Minister, with regard to the protection and management of our architectural 
heritage, is set out in the provisions of relevant legislation, as are the roles of local authorities 
and the responsibilities of owners as regards heritage assets.  

Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides for the protec-
tion of architectural heritage.  The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to 
identify and protect the architectural heritage by including relevant structures on the Record of 
Protected Structures.  Inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures places a duty of care on 
the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to 
deal with development proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future.

I also have a role, as Minister, in terms of being a prescribed body under the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001-2015, whereby development proposals that may impact on our 
built heritage are referred by planning authorities to my Department so that recommendations 
can be made as appropriate to avoid or mitigate any such impacts.

My Department has a number of measures at its disposal to facilitate the maintenance and 
restoration of  historical or cultural sites.  As Minister, I am the owner or guardian under the 
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National Monuments Acts 1930-2014 of approximately 1,000 national monuments located at 
approximately 750 sites and in such cases there is a statutory duty to maintain the national 
monument.  Such maintenance is undertaken by the Office of Public Works (OPW).  Local 
authorities are responsible under the National Monuments Acts for maintaining the national 
monuments of which they are owners or guardians.  

My Department is also providing €350,000 of funding to the OPW in 2018 to assist in the 
conservation and presentation of historic buildings and national monuments in State ownership.  
My Department’s National Monuments Service works in close collaboration with the OPW on 
survey, excavation and research work to optimise the protection, management, interpretation 
and presentation of national monuments in State care. 

Under the provisions of the National Monuments Acts, my Department has established and 
maintains the Record of Monuments and Places, which affords legal protection to all recorded 
archaeological sites and monuments in the State.  Anyone proposing works to, at or in the vi-
cinity of a monument that is included in the Record of Monument and Places must give my 
Department two months prior notice before works can start.

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of pro-
tected structures (i.e. structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures). The 
scheme supports heritage projects across the country and creates employment in the conserva-
tion and construction industries, while helping to regenerate urban and rural areas, and is co-
ordinated by each local authority.   My Department has allocated €2m under the Built Heritage 
Investment Scheme 2018, of which €50,000 is the indicative amount for County Kildare. 

The Structures at Risk Fund enables conservation works to heritage structures in both pri-
vate and public ownership, which are protected under the Planning and Development Acts and 
are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  Local authorities have submitted applica-
tions to my Department and they will shortly be assessed by an expert panel. Successful ap-
plicants will be notified by their local authority shortly thereafter. My Department has allocated 
€1,324,000 under the Structures at Risk Fund 2018. While there is no specific allocation for 
each local authority, I can confirm that applications have been received in respect of County 
Kildare. 

Receipt of applications for both the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and Structures at 
Risk Fund are now closed, however on-going queries can be addressed to all respective local 
authorities who are implementing both schemes throughout 2018.

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage is a state initiative to identify, record, 
and evaluate the post-1700 built heritage of Ireland, uniformly and consistently as an aid to its 
protection and conservation. The NIAH building surveys provide the basis for my recommen-
dations, as Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, to the planning authorities for the 
inclusion of particular structures in their Record of Protected Structures. The published surveys 
are a source of information on the selected structures for relevant planning authorities.  They 
are also a research and educational resource. 

Through the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), my Department manages a prop-
erty portfolio in respect of national parks and reserves of approximately 87,000 hectares. While 
the existing National Parks are managed from a conservation perspective, it is also recognised 
that they are ‘core assets’ which play a very important role in Ireland’s tourism industry. 

My Department has entered into a Strategic Partnership with Fáilte Ireland and is finalising 
a Tourism Interpretation Masterplan; “Experiencing the Wild Heart of Ireland”. This plan sets 
out projects that could be developed in the National Parks to enhance their tourism offering in 
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a managed and sustainable way. 

An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar T.D., recently launched the National Planning Framework and 
the National Development Plan – Ireland 2040.  The Framework and Plan recognise the value 
and importance of our culture, language and heritage as an integral part of Irish life and have 
built in significant support for these areas into both the plan and framework.  Further details on 
my Department’s investment programme will be provided in the Department’s sectorial plan – 
Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage – which will be launched on 1 March 2018.

28/02/2018WRN02700Cultural Policy

28/02/2018WRN02800244. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to create a greater awareness of culture and heritage among young persons 
through schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10401/18]

28/02/2018WRN02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Cre-
ative Youth was launched on 7th December 2017. It sets out measures to deliver on one of the 
key goals of the Creative Ireland Programme, to ensure that every child in Ireland has practical 
access to tuition, experience and participation in music, drama, art and coding by 2022. 

Underpinning the vision behind Creative Youth   are four long-term strategic objectives: 
Supporting collaboration between Formal and Non-Formal approaches to Creativity in Educa-
tion: Extending the Range of Creative Activities for our Young People; Embedding the Creative 
Process by developing programmes that will enable teachers to help young people learn and 
apply creative skills and capacities; Continuing Professional Development (CPD) for teachers 
working in Early Years, Primary and Post Primary Schools. 

The first stage of implementation of Creative Youth, which is a five-year Programme, in-
volves 18 actions to be progressed in 2018-2019. Actions in the Plan include:

Scoileanna Ildánacha/Creative Schools initiative, bringing artists into the classroom, will be 
piloted. This has been launched and activated by the Arts Council.

A Creative Clusters School Scheme to generate creative cultural and artistic projects will 
be piloted.

Creativity programmes for young people in disadvantaged communities will be developed.

 An Early Years CPD Project will be developed and existing Primary Schools and Post-
Primary Schools CPD Projects will be mainstreamed.

Increased opportunities for students to learn coding and computational thinking will be 
introduced.

Opportunities to participate in drama/theatre outside of school will be expanded.

A strategy to develop and extend choral singing will be developed.

Cruinniú (formerly Cruinniú na Cásca)will be redesigned and developed as a national cre-
ativity day for children and young people in consultation with the local authorities;

Local Creative Youth Partnerships will be established on a pilot basis.

Implementation of additional elements of the Arts in Education Charter will be supported.
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Music Generation Programme will now be extended countrywide as soon as possible, and 
certainly by 2022.

In addition to this, the Heritage Council also have an extensive schools Programme which 
aims to bring an appreciation and connection with our heritage to children and young people.

Questions Nos. 245 and 246 answered with Question No. 243.

28/02/2018WRN03200Film Industry Development

28/02/2018WRN03300247. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which her Department continues to support and encourage the film industry, 
including the use of Ireland as a film location; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10404/18]

28/02/2018WRN03400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Irish 
Film Board is the national development agency for the Irish film, TV Drama and the animation 
industry.  Its statutory remit is to assist and encourage the making of film in the State and the 
development of the industry in Ireland.  In 2018, I allocated an increase of €1.55 million to the 
Irish Film Board increasing its annual budget by 9.3% to €18 million, 29% more than it was in 
2014.

The Film Board also supports the Irish screen industries at major international markets and 
festivals, promotes inward investment, the use of Ireland as a location for international produc-
tion and provides support for companies filming in Ireland. The Board liaises with IDA Ireland 
and Tourism Ireland to maximise opportunities for the promotion of Ireland as a location for 
film productions. Information on its funding scheme is available on the Irish Film Board web-
site at www.irishfilmboard.ie.

The Government also supports the film industry through the film tax relief scheme -   Sec-
tion 481 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  The twin approach of direct funding and tax 
expenditure measures maximises the benefits of the Government’s support to the audiovisual 
industry.

In partnership with the Departments of Communications, Climate Action and Environment 
and Business, Enterprise and Innovation, my Department commissioned an economic analysis 
of our screen based creative industries.  This Report which is now complete, will provide an 
input for the development of an industry-wide long term plan for Ireland as a global hub for 
the production of Film, TV Drama and Animation under Pillar 4 of the Creative Ireland Pro-
gramme.

28/02/2018WRN03500Heritage Sites

28/02/2018WRN03600248. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the degree to which excavations are planned or in progress at various historical sites 
throughout the country, with particular reference to the need to maintain the integrity of the 
sites while maximising the educational and tourism potential; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10405/18]

28/02/2018WRN03700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The role 
of the National Monuments Service of my Department is to preserve, protect and promote Ire-
land’s unique archaeological heritage. It fulfils this role through a variety of measures, one of 
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which includes the regulation of archaeological excavations in the State. 

All archaeological excavations are undertaken under licences issued by the Minister in ac-
cordance with S.26 of the National Monuments Act 1930. Such licences are only issued to suit-
ably qualified archaeologists who submit proposals with a sound rationale and methodologies 
that comply with standards of best practice. Excavations may be carried out at national monu-
ments in my ownership or guardianship to facilitate conservation works and to improve presen-
tation for educational and tourism purposes.  Recent excavations carried out for such purposes 
have included St. John’s Castle, Carlingford, Co. Louth,  Glendalough, Co. Wicklow and at the 
Rock of Cashel, Co. Tipperary. 

My Department also supports a programme of research excavations through the Standing 
Committee for Archaeology in the Royal Irish Academy and current projects include excava-
tions at Caherconnell in the Burren, Co. Clare, which has become a busy tourist attraction and 
at Ballynamintra Cave, Co. Waterford. 

A number of other research excavations, predominantly organised by the academic sector, 
were licensed last year at sites in counties Clare, Cork, Galway, Kerry, Mayo and Sligo.

28/02/2018WRN03800Arts Promotion

28/02/2018WRN03900249. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which her support for the arts sector continues to result in continued activity 
and employment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10406/18]

28/02/2018WRN04000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The na-
ture of employment within the arts sector encompasses a wide range of activities, from theatre 
and music to architecture and sculpture as well as encompassing the industrial creative sectors 
and audiovisual production.  My primary role is to support artists and the creative industries 
in Ireland using the mechanisms available to me.  The Arts Council is the primary mechanism 
through which the Government channels funding to the Arts.  Over the past 2 years my Depart-
ment’s allocation to Arts Council has increased by €8m which is a significant support to the arts 
sector.

In addition, the Creative Ireland Programme is an all-of-government high level, high am-
bition initiative which aims to place creativity at the centre of public policy.  The Programme 
encourages and supports active participation in creative activity, particularly but not exclu-
sively through the arts and culture based on the belief that nurturing the creative imagination 
is crucially important for individual well-being, social cohesion and economic success.  The 
Programme is delivered primarily through existing structures – the Arts Council, the 31 local 
authorities, the Film Board, and relevant Government Departments, including my own Depart-
ment.

This Government recently launched Project Ireland 2040; a comprehensive national plan-
ning framework and associated 10-year National Development Plan.  Project Ireland 2040   ex-
plicitly recognises that our culture, language and heritage are an essential part of the sustainable 
development of the country.  

This acknowledgement of the centrality of culture and creativity to our national develop-
ment is unprecedented in this type of statutory planning framework, as is the commitment to 
investment in excess of €1 billion in our culture and heritage over the next 10 years.  Of this 
investment some €725 million will be invested directly in our cultural infrastructure, in our 
creative industries and in enhancing cultural experience for our citizens.  
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All of this represents real and substantial funding increases across the cultural areas of my 
Department, which will lead to greater employment in these areas.

28/02/2018WRN04100Arts Funding

28/02/2018WRN04200250. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which the arts sector continues to attract support from philanthropists; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [10407/18]

28/02/2018WRN04300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Private 
support for the arts is an important funding source and the Government continues to support 
this through tax incentives and other initiatives.  The Programme for a Partnership Government 
contains a commitment to encourage strong, mutually beneficial links between the business 
community and the arts community to assist arts organisations to capitalise on sponsorship op-
portunities and to develop business partnerships and fundraising skills.  In this regard, I recog-
nise the important work carried out by Business to Arts for which my Department provides 
some assistance.

In addition, the Arts Council operates the RAISE programme, which seeks to enhance fund-
raising skills in arts organisations with a view to diversifying the sector’s sources of funding.  
It is designed to assist the sector in securing philanthropic contributions to the arts in Ireland.     

In terms of other capital investment requiring co-funding, I have announced my Department 
has announced investment of over €10m for arts and cultural centres, focussed on upgrading 
the existing stock of such centres around the country.  The funding is dependent on matching 
funding being secured by project promoters and will therefore provide an opportunity for phi-
lanthropists to involve themselves in the arts. 

My Department’s capital plan for investment in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 - 
2027 will also provide opportunities for philanthropic support of the sector.

Question No. 251 answered with Question No. 243.

28/02/2018WRN04500Arts Promotion

28/02/2018WRN04600252. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to enhance the promotion and development of an awareness of the arts and cul-
ture with a view to maximising economic benefit in the future; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10409/18]

28/02/2018WRN04700253. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to maximise the economic benefit from investment in the arts; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10410/18]

28/02/2018WRN04800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 252 and 253 together.

The Creative Ireland Programme is a cross-Government initiative to mainstream culture 
and creativity in the life of the nation and to promote individual, community and national well-
being. 

The Programme embraces the whole cultural sector, bringing together all those involved 
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in the arts, film, broadcasting, visual arts, cultural heritage, the Irish language and Gaeltacht, 
with Government Departments and State agencies. Implementation of the Programme is under-
pinned by three essential operating principles - collaboration and communication, community 
empowerment and internationalisation.

The programme is based on five pillars which are: enabling the creative potential of every 
child, enabling creativity in every community, investing in our creative and cultural infrastruc-
ture, establishing Ireland as a centre of excellence in media production and unifying our global 
reputation. Implementation of the Programme, while under the aegis of my Department, will, 
where the opportunity arises, primarily be through, and in collaboration with existing agencies, 
local authorities, cultural institutions, State bodies and other cultural partners.  Pillars 2, 3 and 
4 of the Programme are of particular relevance to the economic development of communities. 

My Department, together with its other partners, is now in the process of finalising plans to 
further the implementation of the Creative Ireland Programme for the coming years in respect 
of the five pillars of the programme, working collaboratively with colleagues across Govern-
ment and in the sector.

28/02/2018WRN05000Waterways Ireland

28/02/2018WRN05100254. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which outstanding matters relating to the use of the canals by traditional ca-
nal dwellers or other users have been resolved; the degree to which conflict between Waterways 
Ireland and other such users have been resolved amicably; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [10411/18]

28/02/2018WRN05200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Our in-
land waterways are host to a myriad of user communities, and, as Minister, I need to be mindful 
of all of their needs. As does Waterways Ireland.

Waterways Ireland continues to work closely with boat owners using the canals, adjacent 
land owners, representative groups and committees.  Meetings are held with the key stakehold-
er interest groups, the Royal Canal Amenity Group, Inland Waterways Association of Ireland 
(IWAI) and the Heritage Boat Association (HBA).  

In addition, Waterways Ireland works alongside the Friends of the Grand Canal and Royal 
Canal Clean-Up Group in Dublin and the newly established Grand Canal Dock Group, which, 
like many of the communities throughout the waterways, support the maintenance and opera-
tion of the canals. 

Waterways Ireland staff meet canal users on a daily basis and provide a wide range of ser-
vices as well as managing boat use on the canals in accordance with the 1988 Canal Bye-laws.  
In this regard, Waterways Ireland continues to concentrate on boats which consistently remain 
in breach of the Bye-laws.  Where a boat owner fails to respond to requests to comply, after no-
tification by letters, telephone calls and formal notice, a programme of boat removal continues. 

In Grand Canal Dock, where boat owners have refused to move and are seeking to perma-
nently reside on their vessels in breach of the Bye-laws, regulation of use of these prime loca-
tion berths is being taken forward under the 1988 Canal Bye-laws to protect these public ame-
nities.  A group of Heritage Boat Association vessels are using the newly secured and serviced 
moorings in Grand Canal Outer Dock over the winter of 2017/18, before moving to Athlone in 
September 2018 for the World Canal Conference, which is once again to be held in Ireland (last 
hosted here  in 2002).
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28/02/2018WRN05300Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme

28/02/2018WRN05400255. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which all outstanding issues affecting persons cutting turf arising from the habitats 
directive have been resolved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10412/18]

28/02/2018WRN05500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Ireland, 
like all EU Member States, is bound by the requirements of the Habitats Directive and the Birds 
Directive. These Directives aim to ensure the protection of habitats and species which have 
been selected for conservation within special areas of conservation and special protection areas.

Significant efforts have been made by the State to resolve the issue of the protection of 
Ireland’s raised bog special areas of conservation within the framework of the Habitats Direc-
tive. This has included intense and on-going engagement with turf cutting interests, the farming 
community, non-governmental organisations and with the European Commission, as well as 
the establishment of a long-term compensation scheme, including relocation where feasible, for 
affected turf cutters. 

13,446 annual payments and 994 deliveries of turf have been made in respect of applications 
received under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme for raised bog special areas 
of conservation. 737 annual payments and a delivery of turf have been made to applicants from 
raised bog natural heritage areas under the scheme. In addition, 1,824 once-off incentive pay-
ments of €500 have been made, of which 42 relate to natural heritage areas.

Relocation of turf cutters to non-designated bogs is a complex process. Notwithstanding 
this, progress in relocation has been achieved in a number of cases. In addition, my

Department is moving forward in the relocation process for 8 relocation sites. 

The National Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022, 
published in December 2017, sets out how the raised bog special areas of conservation are to be 
managed, conserved and restored and how the needs of turf cutters are to be addressed, includ-
ing exploring the options in terms of certain provisions of article 6 of the Habitats Directive. 

Final resolution of all issues in relation to the protection of Ireland’s protected raised bogs 
will only be brought about by everyone working together, within the law, with my Department 
and with the Peatlands Council, which was established for the purpose of ensuring the input 
from all stakeholders.

Question No. 256 answered with Question No. 243.


