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      Questions Nos. 1 to 18, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 19 to 30, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 31 to 42, inclusive, answered orally.

Housing Assistance Payment

27/02/2018WRA0070043. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he will review the housing assistance payment limits in view of a recent report 
(details supplied) on rent increases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9534/18]

27/02/2018WRA00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The increased rent limits introduced by the Government in 2016, together with the additional 
discretion available to local authorities to exceed the maximum rent limit by up to 20%, are 
allowing HAP households to find suitable accommodation. On average in 2017, 350 additional 
tenancies were supported by HAP each week, with over 33,000 households currently having 
their housing needs met under the scheme.  

From available data, at the end of Q4 2017, 22.4% of the total number of households being 
supported by HAP were benefiting from the additional flexibility. When the additional discre-
tion available to homeless households in the Dublin Region is removed, 16.7% of households 
nationally were benefiting from the additional flexibility, meaning that less than one in six ten-
ancies required additional support above the defined HAP rent limit. In those cases, the average 
rate of discretionary payment being used was 15.2% above the relevant limit.

HAP is only just about to complete its first full year of operation on a national basis. Increas-
ing the HAP rent limits in particular local authority areas could have further inflationary effects, 
leading to a detrimental impact on the wider rental market, including for those households who 
are not receiving HAP support. 

My Department closely monitors the level of discretion being used by local authorities, tak-
ing into consideration other sources of data, including Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) rent 
data published on a quarterly basis. I am satisfied that the maximum rent limits, together with 
the additional flexibility available to local authorities, are generally sufficient to support the ef-
fective operation of the HAP scheme. However, I will continue to keep the matter under review.

Planning Issues

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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27/02/2018WRA0090044. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans to initiate an independent inquiry into potential planning irregularities at a location 
(details supplied) in County Wicklow in each of the years 2001 to 2012. [9582/18]

27/02/2018WRA0100079. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he has satisfied himself that all potential irregularities concerning the planning process at a 
location (details supplied), in County Wicklow were fully addressed by the review conducted 
on the behalf of his Department by a person. [9583/18]

27/02/2018WRA01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 44 and 79 together.

The compulsory acquisition of land at Three Trouts, Charlesland, Greystones, by Wick-
low County Council was the subject of an independent review by a Senior Counsel that was 
commissioned in June 2012 by the then Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government.  This review was undertaken following representations made by three elected 
members of Wicklow County Council.

In carrying out the non-statutory review involved, Senior Counsel visited the lands involved, 
had access to all relevant Council files and engaged directly with relevant elected members and 
officials of the Council, both through meetings and written correspondence as necessary.  He 
noted, for the record, that in carrying out the review, he had received full co-operation from all 
the parties referred to.

The review found that there was no deviation by the Council from the relevant legal require-
ments and administrative requirements or practices.  The report of the review was published 
in April 2013. The conclusions and recommendations of the review were fully accepted by the 
then Minister and continue to stand. The report remains available to view on my Department’s 
website, the link for which I will arrange to have circulated with the Official Report.  http://
www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHous-
ing/Housing/FileDownLoad%2C32866%2Cen.doc

Subsequent correspondence was received from a number of parties, including current and 
former members of Wicklow County Council, on a range of issues, including matters relating 
to the lands in question.  This correspondence has been examined in detail by my Department 
and once this process is concluded, my Department will be replying to the parties concerned.

Question No. 45 answered with Question No. 42.

Tenant Purchase Scheme

27/02/2018WRA0130046. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to enable persons avail of the tenant purchase scheme that may not have a 
weekly income apart from a social welfare payment but are in a position from their own means 
or through family financial support to purchase their council family home; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the criteria of the scheme is denying such families the opportunity to 
retain their homes in family ownership; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9716/18]

27/02/2018WRA0140063. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to improve the criteria for the tenant purchase scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9717/18]

27/02/2018WRA01500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
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(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 46 and 63 together.

The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016.  The 
Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are 
available for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, includ-
ing having a minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of 
social housing support for at least one year.

The minimum reckonable income for eligibility under the scheme is determined by the 
relevant local authority in accordance with the detailed provisions of the Ministerial Direc-
tion issued under Sections 24(3) and (4) of the 2014 Act. In the determination of the minimum 
reckonable income, local authorities can include income from a number of different sources 
and classes, such as from employment, private pensions, maintenance payments and certain 
social welfare payments, including pensions, where the social welfare payment is secondary to 
employment income. 

The minimum income criterion was introduced in order to ensuring the sustainability of the 
scheme.  Applicants must demonstrate that they have an income that is long-term and sustain-
able in nature. This ensures that the tenant purchasing the house is in a financial position, as the 
owner, to maintain and insure the property for the duration of the charged period, in compliance 
with the conditions of the order transferring the ownership of, and responsibility for, the house 
from the local authority to the tenant.

In line with the commitment given in Rebuilding Ireland, a review of the first 12 months of 
the Tenant Purchase Scheme’s operation, including the income eligibility criteria referred to by 
the Deputy,  has been undertaken. The review has incorporated analysis of comprehensive data 
received from local authorities regarding the operation of the scheme during 2016 and a wide-
ranging public consultation process which took place in 2017 and saw submissions received 
from individuals, elected representatives and organisations.

The review is now complete and a full report has been prepared setting out findings and 
recommendations including one relating to the issue of the minimum reckonable income crite-
rion which the Deputy has referred to. In finalising the report some further inter-Departmental 
consultation was necessary and due consideration had to be given to possible implementation 
arrangements. These matters are now almost completed and I expect to be in a position to pub-
lish the outcome of the review shortly.

Land Issues

27/02/2018WRA0160047. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of land owned by the Housing Agency nationwide; the amount of this 
land zoned capable of residential development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9700/18]

27/02/2018WRA0170078. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the amount of land owned by local authorities nationwide; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9715/18]

27/02/2018WRA0180095. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of zoned land capable of residential development owned by local authori-
ties nationwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9699/18]

27/02/2018WRA01900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
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(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 47, 78 and 95 together.

The active management of the publicly-owned housing land bank is part of a range of com-
plementary actions being progressed under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and 
Homelessness, designed to accelerate and increase housing output.  To this end, details of some 
1,700 hectares of land in local authority and Housing Agency ownership were published on the 
Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map, with the potential to deliver some 42,500 homes nation-
ally. A detailed database and GIS map of these sites showing their location, size, boundaries and 
other information can be accessed on the Rebuilding Ireland website.

In addition to this mapping exercise, all local authorities and the Housing Agency have been 
requested to prepare Strategic Development and Management Plans for housing lands in their 
ownership, with particular emphasis on prioritising those sites with the greatest potential to 
deliver housing at scale, in the short to medium term. These plans are close to finalisation and 
will be published on the websites of the respective local authorities and the Housing Agency, 
in due course.

The delivery of additional social and affordable homes, to buy or rent, will rely on the State 
developing the full potential of its residential land bank. In relation to social housing develop-
ments, as at end Q3 2017, there were 772 schemes, involving some 12,300 homes, at various 
stages of delivery on local authority and Housing Agency lands. This Construction Status Re-
port is also available on the Rebuilding Ireland website and Minister Murphy will be publishing 
an updated report shortly, reflecting the position at end 2017.

There remains further significant potential for the delivery of social and affordable homes 
from the public land bank. Following on from the second Housing Summit with local authority 
Chief Executives on 22 January, each Chief Executive has been asked to submit in early March 
an outline of their respective housing delivery programmes. The overall scale of delivery and 
timescales will be informed by these responses. In the context of my Department’s role in driv-
ing and co-ordinating housing delivery, a dedicated Residential Land Management and Devel-
opment Group has been established to oversee this important work.  

Finally, from a longer-term strategic perspective, as part of Project Ireland 2040, the Gov-
ernment announced on 16 February its intention to establish a new National Regeneration and 
Development Agency, which will have a role in managing the State’s wider publicly-owned 
land bank to ensure that overall development needs, including housing, are met. The new Agen-
cy will work closely with local authorities, Government Departments, Agencies and other State 
and semi-State bodies to secure the best use of public lands and ensure the delivery on the ob-
jectives of the National Planning Framework and the National Development Plan.

Local Government Reform

27/02/2018WRA0200048. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the towns that will be made borough councils under local government reform plans; the 
additional statutory powers they will be granted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9697/18]

27/02/2018WRA02100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Programme for a Partnership Government (PPG) sets out a 
number of requirements in relation to local government reform. In particular, the PPG envisag-
es the submission of a report to Government and the Oireachtas on potential measures to boost 
local government leadership and accountability, and to ensure that local government funding, 
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structures and responsibilities strengthen local democracy.   

Proposals to address the PPG requirements are being submitted to Government for con-
sideration, following which it is envisaged that the matters involved will be referred to the 
Oireachtas. Among the issues being addressed in this context is municipal governance, includ-
ing the question of town or borough status as referenced in the PPG. Ahead of the completion 
of the process leading to the referral of the matters involved to the Oireachtas, I am not in a 
position to provide further information.

Commercial Rates

27/02/2018WRA0220049. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if consideration has been given to a scheme to discount commercial rates for child care service 
providers as part of the ongoing efforts to make child care more affordable; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [8824/18]

27/02/2018WRA02300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on 
any property used for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valu-
ation lists prepared by the Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  
The Commissioner of Valuation has responsibility for valuation matters, including determina-
tion of relevant property under the Acts for the purposes of rates.  The levying and collection of 
rates are matters for each individual local authority. 

The Valuation Act 2001, as amended by the Valuation (Amendment) Act 2015, provides 
that all buildings used or developed for any purpose, including constructions affixed thereto, 
are rateable unless expressly exempted under Schedule 4 of the Act.  Such exempt buildings 
would principally include those used for public worship, education and health care provided on 
a not-for-profit basis, and charitable purposes.  Included in the exemptions under Schedule 4 
are properties occupied by parties that provide early childhood care and education on a not-for-
profit basis, and properties that only provide the Early Childhood Care and Education Scheme.  
In general, the Acts maintain the long-standing position that all properties of occupiers that op-
erate with the intention of making a profit are rateable, including all private childcare facilities.  
There are no proposals under consideration for a discount of commercial rates for childcare 
service providers in this regard. 

The Acts are quite specific about the range of exemptions that can be allowed by the Com-
missioner of Valuation, who has no discretionary latitude to grant exemptions not covered by 
Schedule 4. 

There are a number of avenues of redress for an occupier of rateable property who is dis-
satisfied with a determination of valuation made under the provisions of the Acts. Firstly, before 
a determination is made, there is a right to make representations to the Valuation Office in rela-
tion to a proposed valuation.  If the occupier is still dissatisfied with the determination, there is 
a right of appeal to the Valuation Tribunal, which is an independent body set up for the purpose 
of hearing appeals against determinations of the Valuation Office. Also, there is a right of appeal 
to the Courts on a point of law.

Emergency Accommodation Provision

27/02/2018WRA0240050. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment the steps his Department is taking to support children in emergency accommodation; if 
he has satisfied himself with the efforts to tackle child and family homelessness; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8994/18]

27/02/2018WRA0250051. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that children and young persons living in emergency 
accommodation often face difficulties in accessing play or recreational facilities and the impact 
this has on their development; his plans to address the crisis of children living in emergency 
accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9021/18]

27/02/2018WRA0260057. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans to address the issue of families in emergency accommodation that are limited in their 
food options due to inadequate storage facilities in addition to the lack of access to cooking 
facilities; if his attention has been drawn to the negative impact on families’ daily food habits 
and dietary quality which can contribute to health problems for children; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9022/18]

27/02/2018WRA02700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 50, 51 and 57 together.

One of the key commitments contained in Rebuilding Ireland is to cease the use of hotels for 
accommodating homeless families except in limited circumstances. I am absolutely committed 
to this objective. Hotels are not a suitable or secure form of accommodation for families and 
especially for young children for anything other than a short period of time. 

My Department and I are working with local authorities to accelerate the delivery of social 
housing for those who need it and while these more permanent housing solutions are being put 
in place, we are working with local authorities to deliver family hubs. These family hubs are a 
first response only but do provide more suitable, safe and supported family living arrangement.

Family hubs offer family living arrangements with a greater level of stability than is pos-
sible in hotel accommodation, with the capacity to provide appropriate play-space, cooking and 
laundry facilities, communal recreation space, while move-on options to long-term independent 
living are identified and secured.  Furthermore, such arrangements will facilitate more coordi-
nated needs assessment and support planning including on-site access to required services, such 
as welfare, health, housing services and appropriate family supports. In addition, the Dublin 
Region Homeless Executive provides ongoing training to all operators of emergency accom-
modation and nutrition is addressed as part of this training.  

I fully recognise that families living in hotel accommodation face many challenges and that 
is why I want to significantly increase the accommodation available in family hubs.  There are 
currently 20 hubs in operation (17 in Dublin, 2 in Limerick and 1 in Kildare) providing almost 
500 units of family accommodation.  However, I have asked local authorities to bring forward 
proposals for further facilities of this kind, located, as much as possible, close to the communi-
ties where families are experiencing homelessness. My Department will continue to fund and 
work proactively with local authorities in relation to the delivery of these hubs.

Social and Affordable Housing

27/02/2018WRA0280052. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to address the shortage of affordable homes in many parts of the country for 
young persons, couples and families that wish to live in their local areas; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9698/18]
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27/02/2018WRA02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government acknowledges the affordability pressures faced by some households with low 
to moderate incomes in particular parts of the country. It is precisely for that reason that the 
Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness has prioritised the supply of 
new and more affordable homes. Importantly, all housing construction activity indicators are 
moving in the right direction, showing that the focus on increasing and accelerating housing 
supply is working. 

Recognising that initiatives introduced to date are having an impact and will have a greater 
impact in time, I announced last month a package of initiatives to help alleviate affordability 
pressures faced by households, particularly in areas of high housing demand and high accom-
modation costs. The measures announced were the new Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, a new 
Affordable Purchase Scheme and a new Affordable Cost Rental Scheme. Further details on this 
suite of initiatives are available on the rebuildingireland.ie website.  

The new affordable purchase scheme will be governed by the relevant provisions of the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 which will be commenced shortly.  Once the 
relevant provisions are commenced, I will develop, in consultation with the Housing Agency 
and local authorities, detailed Regulations covering the operation of the Scheme, including 
eligibility criteria.  

In order to kick-start the delivery of affordable homes, I am providing Exchequer funding of 
€25 million, over 2018 and 2019, for a targeted programme, under which local authorities will 
make low-cost serviced sites available for affordable housing, working with Approved Housing 
Bodies or co-operative housing associations as appropriate. 

A pilot project on the cost rental initiative is currently being progressed in Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council, in conjunction with the Housing Agency and Approved Housing 
Bodies, using publicly-owned land. I expect this pilot to go to the market later this year to se-
cure a development partner and the best value for the State and prospective qualifying renters.

I anticipate that there is significant potential for the delivery of affordable homes on local 
authority lands.  Following on from the Housing Summit on 22 January, I have asked local 
authority Chief Executives to submit in early March an outline of their respective affordable 
housing programmes.

Social and Affordable Housing

27/02/2018WRA0300053. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans for provision of housing delivered through the cost rental model. [9714/18]

27/02/2018WRA03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Against the background of the affordability pressures which exist in the rental market, particu-
larly in certain areas, the Government is determined to make affordable or cost rental a major 
part of the Irish housing system. 

Under this approach, rents are set at levels to recover the construction costs and to facilitate 
the management and administration of developments, but with only a minimal profit margin in-
cluded. To this end, I announced last month a suite of affordable housing initiatives, including a 
new affordable rental scheme, to be based on a cost rental model.  Further details on the suite 
of initiatives involved are available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://
rebuildingireland.ie/news/min-murphys-statement-on-affordable-homes/.
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A pilot cost rental project is currently being progressed by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Coun-
ty Council, in conjunction with the Housing Agency and Approved Housing Bodies, using land 
owned by the Agency. I expect this pilot to go to the market later this year to secure a develop-
ment partner and the best value for both the State and prospective renters. 

To deliver more affordable homes, the State must develop the full potential of its residential 
land bank. I stressed this to local authority Chief Executives at the Housing Summit on 22 Janu-
ary and asked them to submit, by early March, an outline of their respective affordable housing 
programmes. I expect further affordable rental proposals, based on the cost rental model, to 
be put forward by local authorities, especially those in the main urban centres, as part of this 
process.

In parallel, discussions are ongoing with the European Investment Bank regarding their ex-
periences in developing and supporting cost rental and other affordable models that could also 
work in Ireland.

National Planning Framework

27/02/2018WRA0320054. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the details of the new regeneration and development funds as outlined in the NPF and 
NDP; if they will replace LIHAF; if there will be a requirement to have a significant residen-
tial element to projects supported by the funds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9718/18]

27/02/2018WRA0330071. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government if 
a centre (details supplied) is eligible to draw down funding from the newly established €1 bil-
lion rural regeneration development fund or the €2 billion urban regeneration and development 
fund; if so, the level of funding that could be provided for this project under either of these fund-
ing programmes; the way in which the company can advance its proposal; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9648/18]

27/02/2018WRA03400712. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of staff that will be allocated to the National Regeneration and Development 
Agency; the budget for the agency per annum; the location of its headquarters; the operational 
timeframe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9264/18]

27/02/2018WRA03500715. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the proposed funding for the national regeneration and development agency demonstra-
tion project in Portlaoise; when the project will commence; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9393/18]

27/02/2018WRA03600734. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the way in which the national planning framework will plan the future develop-
ment of the north and south fringe in an area (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9584/18]

27/02/2018WRA03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 54, 71, 712, 715 and 734 together.

The National Planning Framework (NPF), published together with the National Develop-
ment Plan (NDP) as part of Project Ireland 2040 on 16 February 2018, sets out an ambitious 
high-level national vision for Ireland for 2040 and provides the framework and principles to 
manage future population and economic growth over the next 20 years, catering for around 1 
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million extra people, 660,000 extra jobs and 550,000 extra homes.

The NPF and the NDP principles will also shape the three Regional Spatial and Economic 
Strategies (RSESs), being prepared by the Regional Assemblies over the course of 2018, which 
will link strategic planning and investment at the national level with the physical planning and 
local economic and community development functions of local authorities.

A key component of the RSESs, already being prepared, is the preparation of initial Metro-
politan Area Strategic Plans (MASPs). In this regard, the Eastern and Midland Regional Assem-
bly, working with the relevant local authorities across the Greater Dublin Area, will co-ordinate 
a strategic metropolitan plan for the Dublin area. Engagement with each of the four Dublin local 
authorities will be undertaken as part of preparing the MASP, through the RSES process.

The MASPs will inform each local authority development plan, focusing on high-level is-
sues that affect each city as a whole across local authority boundaries, as well as setting invest-
ment priorities, ranging from planning for transport, housing and economic development to 
major regeneration areas and projects. Plans for the future development of individual areas will 
be a matter for the relevant local authority to pursue through the relevant development plan, in 
line with the overarching planning policy objectives of the NPF.

Implementation of the NPF will be supported by an investment of €2 billion for urban 
regeneration and development purposes, focusing on cities and towns in excess of 10,000 in 
population, and complemented by a similar €1 billion fund for regeneration of smaller towns 
and villages which is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund will be a competitive bid-based fund, op-
erated in line with criteria that my Department is in the process of drawing up in consultation 
with the Department of  Public Expenditure and Reform.  The funding for urban regeneration 
and development, which will become available from 2019, is additional to the Local Infrastruc-
ture Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) and at this preliminary stage, it would be expected that 
urban regeneration initiatives leveraged by the funding being made available would include the 
provision of the homes required in the cores of our cities and towns.

The overall purpose of the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund is therefore to 
achieve sustainable growth in Ireland’s five cities and other larger urban centres, complement-
ing the similar focus of the rural regeneration and development fund being developed by the 
Department of Rural and Community Development.

Given that Project Ireland 2040’s significant policy shift towards securing more compact 
and sustainable urban and rural development will require significantly more effective land man-
agement in key development areas, it is proposed to establish a National Regeneration and 
Development Agency to assist in ensuring a more effective approach to strategic land manage-
ment, particularly in terms of publicly owned land.  The Agency will act as a national centre of 
expertise, working with and supporting local authorities, public bodies and other interests, to 
harness public lands as catalysts to stimulate regeneration and wider investment and to achieve 
compact, sustainable growth, with a particular emphasis on complex regeneration projects.

The detailed arrangements in relation to the establishment, location, staffing and powers of 
the Agency will be finalised as quickly as possible.  At this point, however, I envisage that the 
Agency would be tightly focused and would seek to work primarily through the statutory pow-
ers of the stakeholders it is being established to assist, such as the local authorities who already 
have extensive powers to acquire, compulsorily if necessary, lands for development and to 
deliver infrastructure.
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Social and Affordable Housing

27/02/2018WRA0380055. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans for further social housing projects in County Meath. [9673/18]

27/02/2018WRA0390056. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of a new scheme of social housing in Kells, County Meath. [9674/18]

27/02/2018WRA04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 55 and 56 together.

Social housing need, is in the first instance, a local issue and local authorities must respond 
to the nature and extent of that local need by devising and implementing appropriate targeted 
proposals that best fit the specific needs in their areas. 

For that purpose, my Department has put in place the structures and funding required for 
the early advancement of social housing supply proposals put forward by local authorities, in-
cluding Meath County Council. €6 billion in exchequer investment has been secured to support 
the social housing targets under Rebuilding Ireland and to deliver 50,000 social housing units 
through build, refurbishment, acquisitions and leasing, over the period to 2021. 

In relation to social housing developments, the latest status report for social housing con-
struction projects, as at end Q3 2017, contains key information on current social housing con-
struction activity in all local authority areas. The Q3 2017 report details 772 schemes recently 
completed, on site, or undergoing planning, design or procurement, which will deliver some 
12,300 homes.  The Report is available on my Department’s website at the following weblink:  
http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/rebuilding-ireland/minister-murphy-announces-additional-
eu100m-housing-and-homelessness-2017. 

The report shows a strong pipeline of activity being undertaken by Meath County Council, 
in conjunction with Approved Housing Bodies, across 31 projects, delivering in the region 
of  577 homes.  My Department will continue to work with the Council to facilitate and accel-
erate the delivery of social housing in the county, through the broad range of build, leasing and 
acquisition programmes that my Department operates. 

With regard to the project in Kells referred to, my Department recently issued Stage 3 ap-
proval to enable the project to proceed to tender. It is now a matter for the Council to progress 
this scheme through Stage 4 tender approval, to construction.

Question No. 57 answered with Question No. 50.

Local Authority Members’ Remuneration

27/02/2018WRA0420058. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to establish an independent reform body to examine the issue of councillors pay 
in line with a request made to him by a group (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9696/18]

27/02/2018WRA04300732. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the proposed local authority remuneration group will be established; if this group 
will have an independent chairperson appointed; and if the group will report back in time for 
recommendations to be implemented ahead of the 2019 local elections. [9545/18]
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27/02/2018WRA04400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 58 and 732 together.

It is important that appropriate supports are available to councillors to carry out their func-
tions. 

In that regard, I introduced, with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, an allowance of €1,000 per annum for members of municipal districts and area com-
mittees with effect from 1 July 2017 to reflect their additional workload following the local 
government reforms of 2014. At the same time, I introduced a new vouched annual expenses 
allowance of up to €5,000 per annum that councillors may opt for in place of the existing un-
vouched fixed rate annual allowance of approximately €2,500. In addition, the representational 
allowance for councillors will increase in line with the reversal of pay cuts under the FEMPI 
Acts and increases under the Public Service Stability Agreement.

The question of ensuring that supports for councillors are sustainable and appropriate into 
the future will be considered further.

Fire Safety Regulations

27/02/2018WRA0450059. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he will report on alleged serious breaches of Part B (Fire Safety) of the Build-
ing Regulations (Amendment) Regulations 2006, in relation to homes in an estate (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9580/18]

27/02/2018WRA04600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2014, primary respon-
sibility for compliance of works with the requirements of the Building Regulations, including 
Part B (Fire Safety), rests with the owners, designers and builders of buildings. Enforcement 
of the Building Regulations is a matter for the 31 local building control authorities, who have 
extensive powers of inspection and enforcement under the Acts and who are independent in the 
use of their statutory powers.

In general, building defects are matters for resolution between the contracting parties in-
volved, the homeowner, the builder, the developer and/or their respective insurers, structural 
guarantee or warranty scheme. It is important to note that while my Department has overall 
responsibility for establishing and maintaining an effective regulatory framework for building 
standards and building control, it has no general statutory role in resolving defects in privately 
owned buildings, including dwellings, nor does it have a budget for such matters.

In August 2017, my Department published a Framework for Enhancing Fire Safety in Dwell-
ings, where concerns arise. The Framework is intended to be used as a guide by the owners and 
occupants of dwellings where fire safety deficiencies have been identified, or are a cause for 
concern. The Framework will also be of assistance to professional advisors, both in developing 
strategies to improve fire safety and in developing strategies to enable continued occupation in 
advance of undertaking the necessary works to ensure compliance with the relevant Building 
Regulations.

In addition, in response to the Grenfell Tower tragedy and in recognition of fears expressed 
for fire safety,  the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management  in my Depart-
ment was tasked with co-ordinating a high-level Task Force to lead a re-appraisal of fire safety 
in Ireland. The report arising from this exercise is expected to be available shortly.   
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In response to the many building failures that have emerged over the past decade, my De-
partment introduced the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2014 (S.I. No. 9 of 2014), 
which require greater accountability in relation to compliance with Building Regulations in 
the form of statutory certification of design and construction by registered construction profes-
sionals and builders, lodgement of compliance documentation, mandatory inspections during 
construction and validation and registration of certificates.  A Certificate of Compliance on 
Completion is jointly signed by the builder and the assigned certifier. This must be accompa-
nied by plans and documentation to show how the constructed building complies with the build-
ing regulations and also the inspection plan, as implemented.

In addition, in May 2017, the Government approved the draft heads of a Bill to place the 
Construction Industry Register Ireland (CIRI) on a statutory footing and the Bill was referred 
to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Planning, and Local Government for pre-legis-
lative scrutiny.  I received the Committee’s report on 14 December 2017 and I am considering 
its recommendations, with a view to progressing the drafting of the Bill.

Once enacted, the Bill will provide consumers who engage a registered builder with the as-
surance that they are dealing with a competent and compliant operator and will complement the 
reforms which have been made through the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations and 
contribute to the development of a culture of competence and compliance in the construction 
sector.

In relation to the Building Regulations, work has been on-going in my Department to review 
Part B/Technical Guidance Document (TGD) B – Fire (2006). A new Part B/TGD B Volume 
2 (2017) came into force on 1 July 2017, in relation to dwellings. Important revisions in the 
TGD B Volume 2 include enhanced provision for fire detection and alarm systems in dwelling 
houses, guidance on fire safety in community dwelling houses, guidance on timber frame con-
struction, including new provisions in respect of timber frame party walls, enhanced provisions 
in respect of loft conversions, new provisions for galleries in dwelling houses and other general 
updates. Work is currently underway on a revision to Part B/TGD B Volume 1, which will deal 
with all other buildings.

Water Services

27/02/2018WRA0470060. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the way in which persons that are experiencing faults in the water system between their prop-
erty and the mains supply are to meet the cost of repairs under Irish Water’s policy; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9704/18]

27/02/2018WRA04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has been responsible for delivering public water services, 
which includes responsibility for infrastructure such as water supply or drainage pipes extend-
ing from a waterworks or wastewater works to the curtilage of a private property.

Under sections 43 and 54 of the Water Services Act 2007, responsibility for maintenance 
and replacement of any pipes, connections or distribution systems that are located within the 
boundary of a private property rests with the owner. This was the position that pertained prior to 
the establishment of Irish Water, when individual local authorities held responsibility for public 
water services.  

In the interests of water conservation, Irish Water developed the First Fix Leak Repair 
scheme to assist customers by notifying them where suspected leakage is occurring outside 
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their house but within the boundary of their property. This is done through metering data.  The 
relevant policy document, as approved by the Commission for Regulation of Utilities on 5 
August 2015, is published on Irish Water’s website at the following weblink -  

https://www.water.ie/for-home/first-fix/first-fix-leak-repair-scheme.pdf.

I understand that to date the scheme has resulted in repairs capable of delivering savings 
equivalent to a combined total of 89 million litres of water a day.  

The Report of the Joint Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic Water Services 
(April 2017) recommended that the First Fix scheme remain in place and that further options be 
explored to address the issue of leaks within the boundaries of a users’ property.   In this regard, 
I understand that Irish Water will be engaging further with the CRU in 2018 to assess how the 
benefits of the First Fix scheme may be applied to leaks on the customer side of unmetered 
properties.

I understand that the position in relation to responsibility is less clear in respect of service 
connection pipes between the property boundary and the public water main.  I understand that 
in many cases, these were not historically taken in charge or taken into public ownership by the 
water service authorities, and so that legal responsibility for their upkeep did not pass to Irish 
Water.  I have been advised by Irish Water that as a matter of practice, Irish Water will take 
responsibility for water pipes that are in the public realm.

Local Authority Funding

27/02/2018WRA0490061. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if funding will be provided to Laois County Council  to complete the remaining unfinished 
estates in the county that do not have a bond in place and in which the developer is no longer in 
business; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9694/18]

27/02/2018WRA0500064. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if funding will be provided in cases in which no bond is in place and in which a developer 
is no longer in business for unfinished estates in County Laois; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9693/18]

27/02/2018WRA05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 61 and 64 together.

The 2016 Annual Progress Report on Unfinished Housing Developments, published in 
March 2017, highlighted that the number of ‘unfinished’ developments had reduced by over 
85%, from just under 3,000 developments in 2010 to 420 developments in 2016, with 248 de-
velopments resolved in 2016 alone.

Funding of the resolution process is now centred around investment by housing providers 
and their funders, as well as on realising income from bonds and securities.  I have no plans to 
allocate further funding to local authorities in this regard.

The level of unfinished housing developments remaining is expected to show a further re-
duction when the 2017 Annual Progress Report is published by my Department shortly.  It is 
my understanding that Laois County Council has made significant progress in further reducing 
the number of unfinished developments within its remit.
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Social and Affordable Housing

27/02/2018WRA0520062. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on whether the first tranche of 500 public private partnership social houses to 
be delivered under Rebuilding Ireland will represent value for money and will not contain the 
type of contractual problems evidenced following the collapse of a company (details supplied). 
[9687/18]

27/02/2018WRA05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Social Housing Public Private Partnership (PPP) Programme involves an investment with 
a capital value of €300 million. It is to deliver 1,500 social housing units in total, via three 
bundles. The first bundle, as referred to by the Deputy, comprises a total of six PPP sites, and 
will provide over 500 units in the Greater Dublin Area. The tender documents were issued to 
the three candidates in December 2017 and the dialogue period is presently on-going. Tenders 
for this bundle are due to be submitted in June 2018.

Regarding the value for money (VFM) for this project, the Central PPP Unit in the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform provides guidance in relation to PPP projects. It sets 
out four specific VFM tests that are applied in the case of PPPs over the course of the planning 
and procurement process. These tests focus on assessing whether or not the PPP approach com-
pares favourably with the alternative cost of using traditional procurement to achieve the same 
result. The purpose, sequence and format of the four VFM tests in the PPP approval process are 
set out clearly in the central PPP guidance.

Bundle 1 of the Social Housing PPP Programme is at a stage whereby it has successfully 
met the criteria under the first two of these VFM tests. The first of these was the Provisional PPP 
Assessment Report that was prepared by the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) in 
2014 on behalf of the Department of Finance, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, 
and my Department. It has also passed the Public Sector Benchmark (PSB) test, which was 
signed off in December 2017. Two further VFM tests will be carried out on this project prior to 
financial close on the final contract. As a result of this rigorous process, I am confident that this 
PPP project will provide value for money to the State.

This process also entails robust financial evaluation of proposed bidders at various stages, 
which is relevant to the Deputy’s query concerning contractual problems. In addition to these 
evaluations, under the terms of the PPP contract, in the case of liquidation of a consortium 
member or an entity under the contract, the PPP consortium’s funders and remaining share-
holders are required to intervene and implement rectification measures to ensure the project is 
completed to the satisfaction of the State. These measures would also apply in the case of the 
PPP contracts delivered under Rebuilding Ireland.

Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 46.

Question No. 64 answered with Question No. 61.

Social and Affordable Housing Provision

27/02/2018WRB0020065. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he will review the income limits for eligibility for inclusion on the social hous-
ing waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9535/18]

27/02/2018WRB00300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
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The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 prescribe maximum net income limits for 
eligibility for social housing support for each local authority, in different bands according to the 
area, with income being defined and assessed according to a standard Household Means Policy, 
published by my Department.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band are based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis 
of the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. The limits also reflect a 
blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to the new system coming into operation, in order 
to broaden the base from which social housing tenants are drawn and thereby promote sustain-
able communities.

As part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for 
social housing supports has commenced, with the detailed statistical work underpinning the 
review to be carried out by the Housing Agency.  I expect the results of this review to be avail-
able for publication later this year.

Rural Resettlement Scheme

27/02/2018WRB0040066. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans to establish a rural resettlement scheme to stem outward migration from rural areas. 
[8722/18]

27/02/2018WRB00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development: Realising our Potential, has a clear 
objective of working across Government Departments to deliver a co-ordinated group of strate-
gies and actions to ensure the success of vibrant rural communities across Ireland.

My Department works closely with the Department of Rural and Community Development 
on rural housing issues. In relation to social housing, it is already possible for households to 
move and relocate between local authority areas, including relocating from an urban to a rural 
location, under the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme. 

My Department is also currently examining additional ways to facilitate households, who 
are qualified for social housing, and who may wish to relocate to rural areas.

Repair and Leasing Scheme

27/02/2018WRB0060067. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to make changes to the repair and leasing scheme to secure greater a number of 
properties across the four Dublin local authorities in which the demand and need for housing is 
greatest; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9690/18]

27/02/2018WRB00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) was initially piloted in Carlow and Waterford and the 
pilot has been rolled out nationally since 23 February 2017. The scheme is one of a suite of mea-
sures available to local authorities to bring vacant properties back into use. Since the national 
roll out, my Department has been working intensively with local authorities and Approved 
Housing Bodies (AHBs) to develop and implement the scheme. There have been a number of 
national and local press advertising initiatives, as well as targeted online promotion, in an effort 
to ensure that property owners who can benefit from the scheme are aware of the benefits.
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I can confirm that at the end of 2017, applications in respect of a total of 820 houses had been 
received by local authorities nationwide. A total of 41 applications have been received across 
the four Dublin local authorities, with 26 of these properties being deemed suitable for social 
housing, and 7 unsuitable, following an initial evaluation. A Lease Agreement has been signed 
in respect of 1 property, which has now been tenanted.  A detailed breakdown of the RLS data up 
to end Q4 2017 is available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.

The nature of the RLS means that the period leading up to the signing of contracts – sourcing 
and inspecting the properties, and negotiation with owners - is the slowest part of the process. 
All local authorities are active in sourcing and identifying potential properties and it is expected 
that significant numbers of contracts will be entered into once that process is complete. Once 
contracts are signed, delivery is estimated at between 2 and 6 months, a fraction of the time 
involved for a capital acquisition or build project.

Feedback from local authorities indicates that, in many cases, properties requiring extensive 
repair work, and therefore not suitable for the RLS, have been secured under the Buy and Re-
new Scheme which facilitates local authorities or AHBs to purchase vacant properties for social 
housing use. In addition, anecdotal evidence suggests that the levels of vacancy recorded as part 
of Census 2016 have significantly reduced in the interim, particularly in urban areas like Dublin 
where many previously vacant homes have since been occupied. 

It is clear from end 2017 output, that RLS has not yet delivered the level of new social 
housing homes envisaged. I have reviewed the operation of the scheme, as part of the review of 
Rebuilding Ireland, and I have concluded that the scheme has significant potential but there are 
areas where it can be improved to make it more attractive and effective. At the Housing Summit 
held on 22 January 2018, local authority Chief Executives were advised that, from 1 February 
2018, a number of key changes were being made to the scheme. These include:

- a reduction in the minimum lease term required from 10 to 5 years;

- increasing the proportion of market rent available to property owners where they take on 
more responsibilities under the tenancy, meaning that up to 92% of market rent will be avail-
able; and

- provision of additional funding for property owners, over and above the current €40,000 
limit, where the dwelling is a bedsit type dwelling being brought into compliance with the Stan-
dards for Rented Houses Regulations and made available for social housing. 

I am making €32 million available for the scheme in 2018 and I expect local authorities 
and AHBs to continue to implement the scheme locally and to achieve the target of 800 new 
properties this year.

Private Rented Accommodation

27/02/2018WRB0080068. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
when he pans to bring forward regulations for the short-term letting sector. [9684/18]

27/02/2018WRB0090070. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he has spoken to the Minister for Finance regarding the negative effects a company’s 
(details supplied) rentals are having on the private rental market; and his plans to adopt mea-
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sures imposed in other EU cities that have tackled a similar problem. [9711/18]

27/02/2018WRB0100077. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of the working group review of short term lettings regulations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9485/18]

27/02/2018WRB01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 68, 70 and 77 together.

Under Action 18 of the Strategy for the Rental Sector, my Department established a Work-
ing Group in June 2017, with representatives of all major public stakeholders with a policy in-
terest in short-term lettings, including from the Department of Finance, to develop guidance in 
relation to planning applications, changes of use relating to short-term lettings and to examine 
the need for new regulatory arrangements.    

The proposals under consideration by the Working Group, which has met on 6 occasions 
to date, are aimed at facilitating short-term letting of accommodation within permanent resi-
dences, known as home-sharing, while protecting existing stock of residential property in areas 
of high demand, safeguarding neighbourhood amenity and consumer protection, and generating 
revenue to address any negative externalities of short-term letting.

The Working Group is now working on proposals for an appropriate comprehensive regula-
tory approach for short-term tourism-related lettings, as well as identification of amendments to 
legislation as may be necessary to give effect to such regulation.

The Group oversaw the preparation of guidance for local authorities to assist them when 
considering planning applications relating to short-term lettings. My Department issued a cir-
cular in this context to all local authorities in October 2017, a copy of which is available on my 
Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/circular_pl10_aph3_2017.
pdf. 

The guidance circular is an immediate measure intended to ensure that existing planning 
regulations are adhered to and that they are used appropriately to facilitate genuine home-shar-
ing and to protect the supply of rental accommodation and housing stock.  It provides guidance 
to planning authorities, where an application for planning permission has been made for the 
purpose of short-term letting.

There is a specific exemption in article 10(4) of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001 for, within certain limitations or restrictions, development consisting of the use of a house 
for overnight guest accommodation which, therefore, does not require planning permission. 
This exemption is typically or traditionally relied on in the context of provision of B&B type 
accommodation.  The circular does not provide guidance for planning decisions for houses that 
are covered by this exemption.

However, the term “house” does not, for the purposes of article 10(4), include a building 
designed for use or used as 2 or more dwellings or a flat, an apartment or other dwelling within 
such a building.  Providing overnight guest accommodation in such dwellings is therefore  spe-
cifically excluded from this exemption and may constitute a material change of use and, if it 
does, such use requires planning permission.

In this context, the circular provides guidance to LAs when considering applications for 
planning permission for a material change of use to allow short-term letting in such dwellings 
and also in houses that are not covered by this exemption.
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This guidance is a first step, and is not intended to resolve all the issues related to short-
term letting.  It does not constitute an alteration to the existing planning regulations, which are 
unchanged by the guidance circular.  Indeed, any changes to existing regulations relating to the 
exemption from the requirement to obtain planning permission are subject to approval of both 
Houses of the Oireachtas, as set out in the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

The broader licensing and regulatory approach, on which the Working Group is developing 
proposals, will provide the comprehensive framework to do this.  The draft report of the Work-
ing Group is currently being finalised and I will consider its recommendations when I receive 
it, before initiating a targeted public consultation on the proposals.

Social and Affordable Housing Provision

27/02/2018WRB0120069. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the stages a local authority must go through when seeking departmental approval for a new 
housing scheme; his views on whether this is efficient ; the longest and shortest timeframe, 
respectively, it has taken to go through all stages; and the reason for the variance. [9710/18]

27/02/2018WRB01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Social housing projects funded by my Department, like all publicly-funded construction proj-
ects, must comply with the Government’s Capital Works Management Framework (CWMF), 
the objectives of which are to ensure greater cost certainty, better value for money and financial 
accountability. While there are nine points of review within the CWMF, my Department has 
combined these to just four for capital-funded social housing construction projects.

My Department’s approvals themselves represent a small minority only of the time taken 
in advancing a construction project onto site. The approach that is followed means that local 
authorities forward design proposals and costings to my Department sequentially, as the local 
authorities advance the projects through their own planning work. 

However, it is important that we continuously strive for efficiency in the delivery of social 
housing. Accordingly a review was undertaken during 2017 of the processes and procedures in 
place for the approval of such construction projects.  As part of this, a joint working group of 
the County and City Management Association and my Department has agreed an overall target 
programme of 59 weeks for progressing a typical social housing construction project from ini-
tial capital appraisal submission by the local authority (Stage 1), to construction contract award. 
The group has also produced new guidelines for local authorities on advancing such projects.  
Revisions have also been made to the single-stage approval process for social housing con-
struction projects under €2m to increase its use, while projects using the framework for rapid 
delivery housing also avail of a streamlined approval process.

These improvements, in particular the target programme of 59 weeks for progressing typi-
cal social housing construction projects, are now being implemented but in respect of previ-
ous projects, as seen in the quarterly Social Housing Construction Status Reports now being 
published (see http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/quarter-3-social-housing-construction-status-
report/), the equivalent time for a range of typical projects was from 61 to 70 weeks, averaging 
at 65 weeks.  My Department remains committed to the accelerated delivery of all social hous-
ing projects and will work with all local authorities and approved housing bodies to ensure that 
quality and value for money projects are delivered efficiently and effectively.

Question No. 70 answered with Question No. 68.

Question No. 71 answered with Question No. 54.
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National Planning Framework

27/02/2018WRB0160072. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the changes made to the draft national planning framework were proofed against the 
supporting analysis and environmental report that informed the draft plan; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9713/18]

27/02/2018WRB01700716. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when the strategic environment assessment statement for the national planning frame-
work will be published; and the reason it was not ready for publication with the framework. 
[9487/18]

27/02/2018WRB01800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 72 and 716 together.

The National Planning Framework (NPF) as published by Government is underpinned and 
was informed by a comprehensive analytical, public participation and environmental assess-
ment-based approach.

The evidence base underpinning the NPF and its finalisation after the publication of the 
consultation draft includes the ESRI Research study, titled ‘Prospects for Irish Regions and 
Counties: Scenarios and Implications’, which is available on the ESRI’s website at the follow-
ing link: http://www.esri.ie/publications/prospects-for-irish-regions-and-counties-scenarios-
and-implications/.

Finalisation of the NPF was also necessarily informed by the extensive public consulta-
tion process conducted at draft stage, which included over 1,000 submissions, formal engage-
ments with the Oireachtas and interaction with key stakeholders. Crucially, the NPF was also 
informed by a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), with the SEA statement including 
a screening of changes made between the publication of the public consultation draft and the 
final Framework as published by the Government.  These changes reflected the Government’s 
concern that the final version of the document should address key points that had been raised 
through the very valuable public consultation process that had taken place.  

The SEA statement and other supporting documents will be published as soon as practi-
cable, following the completion of presentational and document design work. Copies of rel-
evant documents will be made available on the Project Ireland 2040 website, at www.gov.ie/en/
project-ireland-2040, and also on the NPF website, www.npf.ie.

Question No. 73 answered with Question No. 36.

Housing Data

27/02/2018WRB0200074. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of houses available at prices below €280,000 across the State on sites benefiting 
from LIHAF. [9685/18]

27/02/2018WRB02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 34 
projects, at a total cost of €226 million, received preliminary approval for funding in March 
2017 under the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF).  Local authorities were 
allowed to proceed to design phase on all of these projects, pending final approval and sign-off 
of a grant agreement between my Department and Local Authorities.
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To date, I have given final approval for 30 of the 34 infrastructure projects which will ac-
tivate supply of some 20,000 housing units, and grant agreements in respect of those projects 
have been signed.  The balance of the projects are being finalised or have been moved for con-
sideration under LIHAF 2 later in 2018.

Within the 20,000 units being advanced, it is expected that increased numbers of social 
housing over and above the 10% under Part V will be provided. Subject to the planning process 
and the eventual development applications made, it is estimated that approximately 3,300 of the 
20,000 new homes will be for social housing purposes, made up of Part V units and additional 
social housing which will be provided on the 13 State-owned sites benefiting from the LIHAF-
funded enabling infrastructure.  On most of these publicly-owned sites, additional affordable 
housing will also be provided for sale or for rent.   

As required under the scheme criteria and conditions, a key focus has been to ensure that 
there is a proportionate dividend for the State’s investment in infrastructure, as demonstrated by 
either provision of housing at scale at certain prices, a proportionate reduction in house prices 
across all of the homes being facilitated or a specified number of homes which will benefit from 
a larger price reduction. I intend to publish summary details on all the approved and advancing 
projects, once final positions regarding the remaining projects have been reached.

It is not possible to provide an exact number of houses that will be available at prices below 
€280,000 as it will depend on the final mix of house sizes on each site (which information will 
not be available until planning permission is approved for each site) and it will also depend on 
the market price at time of sale.  

However, based on the information provided by the local authorities in their local agree-
ments and analysis of current house prices in the areas concerned, and recognising the commer-
cial sensitivity around some of the details in the agreements reached, it is expected that at least 
a third of the projects are likely to have three-bed homes for sale for €280,000 or less.  It is also 
expected that many of the other projects, including within the Dublin area, will have one- and 
two-bed homes for sale around or under this price point. The majority of the projects will also 
have some starter homes available for between €280,000 and €320,000.

Social and Affordable Housing Provision

27/02/2018WRB0220075. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of the housing PPPs in view of the fact that five schemes were to be rolled out nation-
ally and to date none have commenced; the commencement date of these PPPs; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9701/18]

27/02/2018WRB02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Social Housing PPP Programme involves an investment with a capital value of €300 mil-
lion, with the aim of delivering 1,500 social housing homes in total, via three bundles. 

The first bundle, comprising a total of six PPP sites, will provide over 500 homes in the 
Greater Dublin Area. Two of the sites are located in the Dublin City Council area with one each 
in the County Council areas of South Dublin, Kildare, Wicklow and Louth. Part 8 planning per-
mission has been granted by the relevant local authorities for all six sites. The contract notice 
commencing the PPP tender competition was issued in May 2017. Following prequalification 
assessments, the following three candidates were shortlisted to proceed to tender in October 
2017:

- BAM PPP PGGM Cooperatie U.A;
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- Comhar;

- Torc Housing Partnership.

The full tender documents were issued to the tenderers in December 2017 and the dialogue 
period is presently on-going. Tenders for Bundle 1 are due to be submitted in June 2018.

The second bundle, comprising eight PPP sites, will provide over 450 new homes. Three 
of the sites are located in County Cork, with one in each in the cities of Galway and Waterford 
and the counties of Clare, Kildare and Roscommon. The social housing is being developed at 
all these sites in co-operation with the relevant local authorities. The Part 8 planning permission 
process is currently in progress for these sites.

The identification and selection of sites for the third project bundle is at a preliminary stage. 

It is expected that construction on the first bundle of sites will commence later this year, 
with units becoming available towards the end of 2019.

Housing Provision

27/02/2018WRB0240076. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to address the shortage of housing in County Wexford; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9311/18]

27/02/2018WRB02500721. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if each capital application to his Department from projects in County Wexford will be 
provided; the type and extent of each application; the status of each; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9412/18]

27/02/2018WRB02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 76 and 721 together.

Wexford, like many other local authorities around the country, has experienced a low level 
of house construction activity, both public and private, over the last number of years. However, 
Rebuilding Ireland is focused on accelerating delivery of housing across all tenures and a com-
prehensive programme of action is well underway, which will see investment of more than €6 
billion to deliver 50,000 social housing homes nationally, through build, refurbishment, acqui-
sitions and leasing, over the period to 2021. With the increased national targets and additional 
funding under Rebuilding Ireland, targets for 2018 to 2021 are now being finalised with local 
authorities. 

In addition to the provision of adequate funding, the availability of suitable lands for devel-
opment is key to ensuring the delivery of sufficient housing supply.  All local authorities have 
been requested to prepare Strategic Development and Management Plans for residential lands 
in their ownership to ensure they are brought forward for development at the earliest opportu-
nity. The Plans for Wexford will be reviewed by my Department once received. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, my Department is in receipt of a large volume of applications 
for funding across a wide range of capital and current related housing programmes for all local 
authorities, including Wexford County Council. Therefore, my Department is not in a position 
to provide details of all applications received from the Council. 

In relation to applications made, my Department has approved a range of projects for Wex-
ford County Council and those in the pipeline can be viewed in the latest status report for social 
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housing construction projects, as at end Q3 2017, which is available on my Department’s web-
site at the following weblink:  http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/rebuilding-ireland/minister-
murphy-announces-additional-eu100m-housing-and-homelessness-2017.  

The Q3 2017 report details 772 schemes recently completed, on site, or undergoing plan-
ning, design or procurement, which will deliver some 12,300 homes across all local authorities.  

The report shows a significant level of activity being undertaken by Wexford County Coun-
cil, in conjunction with Approved Housing Bodies, across 38 projects delivering in the region 
of 390 homes. In addition, the Council is undertaking feasibility work on  a number of further  
projects, with the potential to deliver almost 180 additional homes.

In relation to full year outputs for 2017, provisional details on the number of social hous-
ing homes delivered across the country, were published on 15 January 2018. A breakdown of 
these homes, in terms of build, refurbishment, acquisitions and leasing, across all local author-
ity areas, including Wexford, will be made available shortly, following completion of the neces-
sary validation process.

Question No. 77 answered with Question No. 68.

Question No. 78 answered with Question No. 47.

Question No. 79 answered with Question No. 44.

Question No. 80 answered with Question No. 41.

Vacant Sites Levy

27/02/2018WRB0310081. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he or officials in his Department have been lobbied by vested interests in the past eight 
months, in relation the introduction of a possible land tax; if his attention has been drawn to 
comments made by the managing director of a company (detail supplied); if his Department has 
conducted research on the way in which other European countries deal with the issue of land 
banking and hoarding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9680/18]

27/02/2018WRB0320090. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to initiate discussions with the Minister for Finance to amend the vacant site 
levy, particularly in relation to the reduced levy rates 0.75% and 1.5% that are applied if the out-
standing loans are between 75% and 100%, 50% and 75% of market value; their further plans 
to amend the zero rate of levy that applies if the outstanding amount of the site loan is greater 
than the market value of the vacant site on the date of its determination respectively; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9679/18]

27/02/2018WRB03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 81 and 90 together.

The Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 introduced a new measure, the vacant site 
levy, which is aimed at incentivising the development of vacant, under-utilised sites in urban 
areas.  Under the 2015 Act, planning authorities are required to establish a register of vacant 
sites in their functional areas, beginning on 1 January 2017, and  to issue notices to owners of 
vacant sites by 1 June 2018 in respect of vacant sites listed on their respective registers on 1 
January 2018, indicating that the levy will apply to those sites on 1 January 2019.  

The primary purpose of the levy is to act as an incentive for the bringing forward of vacant 
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under-used sites for development, for residential or regeneration purposes.  I would hope that 
as many vacant sites as possible on the local authority registers will be developed for these 
purposes, thereby avoiding liability to the levy.

Under the provisions of the Act, planning authorities are empowered to apply an annual 
vacant site levy of 3% of the market value of relevant vacant sites where a site:

- exceeds 0.05 hectares in area, 

- was, in the planning authority’s opinion, vacant or idle in the preceding year, and

- is in an area identified by the planning authority in its development plan or local area plan 
for residential or regeneration development. 

Reduced or zero rates of levy may apply in specific circumstances in order to help alleviate 
the financial burden faced by owners of vacant sites which are subject to a site loan and where 
the loan is greater than the market value of the site (i.e. a negative equity situation), and also 
where the site loan is greater than 50% of the market value of the site.

All levies due on an individual site will remain a charge on the land concerned until all out-
standing levies due are paid. Accordingly, under the vacant site levy provisions, there will be a 
cumulative effect associated with not activating a site for development purposes for each year 
that a site remains vacant or idle.

As announced in Budget 2018, it is proposed to increase the rate of levy from 3% to 7% of 
the market valuation of relevant sites with effect from January 2020 in respect of sites included 
on the local vacant site registers in 2019. Legislative provision for this increase along with 
amendments to other relevant provisions will be tabled by way of Seanad amendments to the 
Planning and Development (Amendment) Bill 2016, which is presently at Seanad Committee 
Stage. These amendments are currently being drafted by my Department in consultation with 
the Office of the Attorney General.

With regard to addressing the issue of the hoarding of residentially zoned land, a number 
of amendments to the provisions relating to the extension of duration of planning permissions 
have also been tabled in the Planning and Development (Amendment) Bill 2016. The amend-
ments proposed are collectively aimed at tightening up the provisions in relation to the exten-
sion of duration of planning permissions and ensuring that extensions of duration, without 
commencing substantial development, will no longer be facilitated.

Following a commitment given in Budget 2015, a public consultation was conducted by 
the Department of Finance on the issue of unused zoned and serviced land with a view to ex-
amining what taxation measures might be taken to penalise land owners who do not develop 
such land.  On considering the outcome of the public consultation and further to the enactment 
of the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 which introduced the vacant site levy, the 
Department of Finance determined that no new tax intended to encourage the development of 
residentially zoned and serviced land - separate to the vacant site levy - would be introduced at 
that time. 

In relation to a land tax, in the 2012 Report of the Inter-departmental Group on the Design 
of a Local Property Tax (the “Thornhill Group”), the basis of assessment for the Local Property 
Tax (LPT) was comprehensively examined, including both the “taxable value of the property” 
option and a site value tax (SVT). The report favoured the use of market value of residential 
properties as the basis of assessment and this recommendation was accepted by the Govern-
ment.



Questions - Written Answers

24

The Thornhill Group concluded that the arguments for SVT were outweighed by the likely 
difficulties in ensuring acceptance by taxpayers, i.e. arriving at values that were evidence based, 
understandable and acceptable to the public in addition to complexities and uncertainties in the 
valuation effort necessary to put an SVT in place. In contrast, the Group considered that, under 
a market value approach applied to housing, the market value of a residential property would 
be related to the characteristics of the building itself, the site on which it was located and the 
characteristics and amenities of the neighbourhood. There would be a relationship between the 
market value of a house and benefits to the owners in terms of enjoyment of the amenity value 
of the properties. 

Subsequently, at the request of the Minister for Finance, the operation of the LPT was re-
viewed in 2015 by Dr. Thornhill. A number of submissions to the review favoured changing 
the basis of determination of LPT liabilities to site value, floor area or variations thereof. Dr. 
Thornhill considered these but remained of the view that market value is the most appropriate 
and equitable basis on which to determine LPT liabilities.

Tax issues are a matter for the Minister for Finance and neither I nor my Department have 
been lobbied in relation to the possible introduction of a land tax.

Student Accommodation

27/02/2018WRB0340082. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of student accommodation units built or planned in the Dublin 1, 3 and 7 
areas since 2014 up until Q4 2017, in tabular form. [9712/18]

27/02/2018WRB03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): To 
support and drive increased student accommodation delivery, my Department has implemented 
several measures under the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies 
Act 2016, including fast-tracking planning applications directly to An Bord Pleanála for student 
accommodation projects of 200 or more bed spaces, and facilitating low-cost funding availabil-
ity from the Housing Finance Agency to the higher education institutes specifically for student 
accommodation projects. Applications for more than 1,400 student bed spaces are before An 
Bord Pleanála at present, with 2,178 having recently been granted permission at UCD Belfield.    

Furthermore, in fulfilment of Action 4.7 of the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action 
Plan on Housing and Homelessness, a national student accommodation strategy was developed 
and launched in July by my colleague, the Minister for Education and Skills.  Since the launch 
of Rebuilding Ireland in July 2016, an additional 2,687 purpose-built student beds have become 
available to the market nationally; nearly 4,500 bed spaces are under construction at present; 
and a further 8,300+ bed spaces have planning permission but as yet have not had construction 
commenced.  

Detailed information in relation to projects in particular parts of Dublin City is not held in 
my Department but may be available from Dublin City Council.

EU Directives

27/02/2018WRB0360083. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of the ongoing EU Commission and EU Court of Justice legal action against the State 
for breaches of the urban waste water treatment directive. [9686/18]
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27/02/2018WRB03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (Council Directive 91/271/EEC) mandates waste 
water collection and treatment requirements for urban agglomerations.  Member States had un-
til the end of 2000 to ensure appropriate treatment for large agglomerations (population equiva-
lent of more than 15,000) and until the end of 2005 for agglomerations of population equivalent 
greater than 2,000 discharging to freshwaters and estuaries. The Commission considers that 
Ireland has failed to fulfil its obligations under a number of articles of the Directive.

A Letter of Formal Notice (LFN), issued in October 2013, began the formal infringement 
procedure. The Commission updated the LFN in September 2015 and Ireland responded in 
January 2016. A Reasoned Opinion was issued in September 2016.

The Commission decided to refer the case to the Court of Justice of the EU in February 2017 
and the case was formally lodged with the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) on 
18 July 2017.

The Chief State Solicitor’s Office formally lodged Ireland’s Defence with the CJEU on 27 
October 2017. The written procedure in this case closed on 5 February 2018 and the Decision 
of the Court is awaited.

Social and Affordable Housing Provision

27/02/2018WRB0380084. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the projected capital funding for social housing per annum up to 2027 as announced in the na-
tional development plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9483/18]

27/02/2018WRB03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
As reflected in the National Development Plan 2018 – 2027, some €11.6 billion in capital fund-
ing will be provided for the delivery of 112,000 new social housing homes over the next decade. 

These 112,000 new social housing homes will be delivered through a range of mechanisms, 
including build, long term leasing and acquisitions. It should be noted that the delivery of the 
112,000 new social housing homes over the next decade does not include housing supports that 
will be provided to households under the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme or the 
Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS).  

The specific capital allocations underpinning the various social housing delivery pro-
grammes for each year out to 2027 will be determined in the context of the annual estimates 
process and will reflect the blend of delivery methods and approaches required to deliver on the 
targets, set out in the National Development Plan.

Fire Safety

27/02/2018WRB0400085. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he has received the report of the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency 
Management’s high level taskforce leading reappraisal of fire safety here; the recommendations 
of the taskforce; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9581/18]

27/02/2018WRB04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
the aftermath of the Grenfell Tower tragedy of 14 June 2017, and in recognition of fears ex-
pressed for fire safety, I tasked my Department’s National Directorate for Fire and Emergency 
Management with convening and coordinating a high-level Task Force to lead a re-appraisal of 
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fire safety in Ireland.

Local authorities were directed also to undertake a review of fire safety in multi-storey so-
cial housing buildings and also to review fire safety in medium to high rise buildings in their 
functional areas. The Task Force was requested to oversee and report on these initial actions as 
well as reviewing existing arrangements and systems for fire safety and related issues which im-
pact on fire safety in Ireland.  As it carries out its work, the Task Force is considering informa-
tion and developments arising from inquiries and reviews in the UK of the Grenfell Tower fire.

This initial work in relation to both multi-storey social housing buildings and medium to 
high rise buildings has been carried out and all local authorities have reported back to my 
Department as requested. The Fire Safety Task Force established two sub-groups which have 
reviewed the returns received. 

The returns indicate that multi-storey social housing buildings in Ireland are generally de-
signed, built and equipped appropriately for domestic fire risk, although a number of fire safety 
issues were identified and followed up. 

In the category of medium to high rise buildings (greater than 6 stories or 18 m high), more 
than 800 buildings were identified  through the national survey undertaken. A number of these 
were identified as having external cladding which gave rise to concerns and in these cases 
building owners have been required by local authorities, using their powers under the Fire Ser-
vices Act, to undertake fire safety assessments in these specific buildings. National guidance on 
further actions in light of the results of these fire safety assessments, taking account of emerging 
information on the cladding issue from international sources, was prepared by the Task Force 
Sub-Group and was published by my Department in  December 2017. The assessment process 
in individual buildings, and remediation work where deemed necessary in a small number of 
buildings, is on-going and may continue for some time. 

The intended preparation of an interim report from the Task Force was impacted by a num-
ber of severe weather events in late 2017, including ex-Hurricane Ophelia, which required tem-
porary re-prioritising of the National Directorate’s resources. However, the work of the Task 
Force has now advanced significantly and I expect to be provided with their report in the next 
few weeks. When I have had time to consider the Report and its recommendations, I will decide 
on and announce follow-up actions aimed at further enhancing fire safety in Ireland.

Homeless Persons Data

27/02/2018WRB0420086. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the reason for the delay in the publication of the figures for homelessness for February 2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9703/18]

27/02/2018WRB04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): Of-
ficial homeless reports are published on my Department’s website on a monthly basis. These re-
ports capture details of individuals utilising State-funded emergency accommodation arrange-
ments, that are overseen by housing authorities.  The reports are based on data provided to my 
Department by housing authorities and are published as soon as possible each month, following 
their analysis and verification.   

As such, the reports are usually published in the month subsequent to that for which the data 
was gathered and this will continue to be the practice in  2018.
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Home Loan Scheme

27/02/2018WRC0020087. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the criteria that local authorities will apply in operating the new home loan scheme announced 
under Rebuilding Ireland; the funding available for this scheme; the projected number of loans 
that will be issued under the scheme over the next five years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9719/18]

27/02/2018WRC00300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
As with the previous local authority home loan offerings, careful attention has been given to 
the terms and conditions that apply to the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, which are set out 
in the Housing (Rebuilding Ireland Home Loans) Regulations 2018.  Decisions on all loan ap-
plications must be made in accordance with the applicable statutory Credit Policy in order to 
ensure lending prudence and to assist local authorities across the sector to engage consistently 
in responsible mortgage lending.   

Full details of the loan’s eligibility criteria and other information is available from the dedi-
cated Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan website at the following link http://rebuildingirelandhom-
eloan.ie/. 

Funding of €200 million for the new Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan has been raised by the 
Housing Finance Agency (HFA) from a variety of sources, on a fixed rate basis for periods out 
to thirty years maturity. Based on the pricing achieved, local authorities can offer a first tranche 
of fixed-rate annuity finance to eligible borrowers at rates of 2.0% and 2.25% per annum, for 
terms of up to twenty five and thirty years respectively, up to an aggregate maximum of €200 
million.  As the available funding under the first tranche reduces towards €50 million, the HFA 
will access new funding at the prevailing rates in the market and will make available a second 
tranche to local authorities, which will be accessed once the first tranche is fully advanced.

This funding is not allocated to individual local authorities but rather will be drawn down 
by local authorities from the HFA to match their lending under the Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan.  It is not possible to estimate the number of fixed rate loans that will be drawn down under 
this loan.  As is currently the case, my Department will continue to publish information on the 
overall number and value of local authority loans on its website.

Housing Data

27/02/2018WRC0040088. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the proposed breakdown of the number of private, for profit and speculatively built homes to be 
built under the Project Ireland 2040 development plan; the number to be built by local authori-
ties and approved housing bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9720/18]

27/02/2018WRC00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
By 2040, the population of Ireland is expected to reach almost 6 million with a need for over 
550,000 more homes (roughly 25,000-30,000 new homes every year) and the creation of over 
600,000 additional jobs. The NPF envisages that compact growth will be key in relation to sup-
ply coming on stream, meaning that there will be more homes provided in towns and villages 
close to where people work, and where services can be provided. 

It will be for Regional Assemblies and Local Authorities to decide on the specific locations 
for housing through their development plan processes. While the NPF sets the overall national 
picture, the RSESs and local city and county development plans will provide the detail. 
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Under the National Development Plan, €11.5 billion will be provided for investment in 
social housing over the next decade, which will deliver 112,000 new social housing homes, 
maintaining the increased level of social housing building committed to under Rebuilding Ire-
land by 2021.

Social and Affordable Housing

27/02/2018WRC0060089. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on whether the clause in the affordable purchase scheme regulations (details 
supplied) will lead to a vote seeking and create an unhealthy relationship between members of 
the local authority and persons that are seeking to apply for the affordable purchase scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9683/18]

27/02/2018WRC00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local government has both a representational and an operational role, providing, inter alia, a 
forum for the democratic representation of local communities, giving expression to local iden-
tity, identifying local concerns and setting local priorities.

With regard to the scheme of priority for affordable dwelling purchase arrangements, I will 
shortly make regulations on matters to be dealt with in such a scheme, including:

- the determination of the suitability of affordable dwellings to meet identified accommoda-
tion needs and the manner in which such dwellings are provided to eligible households;

- the classification of households; and

- the order of priority for the sale of affordable dwellings, including priority within house-
hold classes.

I do not share the Deputy’s concerns regarding the role of local authority members in setting 
the scheme of priority for the sale of affordable homes, as provided for in the Housing (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Act 2009. Local elected representatives already perform a number of 
important analogous functions, including in relation to Schemes of Letting Priorities for social 
housing.

Notwithstanding this, it should be noted that there will be a requirement for the local author-
ity to provide me, as Minister, with a draft scheme or amendment to the scheme, as the case 
may be. If I deem it necessary and appropriate to do so, I will have the power to direct the local 
authority to amend their draft scheme, and under the proposed regulations, the local authority 
will be obliged to comply with any such Ministerial direction.

Question No. 90 answered with Question No. 81.

Building Regulations

27/02/2018WRC0090091. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the units built under an exemption (details supplied) will be subject to self certification 
by the owners in terms of the building regulations including fire and disability; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9682/18]

27/02/2018WRC01000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Planning and Development (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 
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2018 amend Article 10 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2017 to provide an 
exemption for the change of use, and any related works, of certain vacant commercial prem-
ises to residential use without the need to obtain planning permission.  The main objectives of 
this exemption are to facilitate the provision of increased and much needed housing supply, to 
maximise the use of vacant underutilised spaces (including over ground-floor premises) and 
assist in the rejuvenation of inner-core urban areas.

Neither the granting of planning permission nor the provision of an exemption from the 
requirement to obtain planning permission removes the requirement to comply with any other 
code, particularly the Building Regulations, a core objective of which is to provide for the 
safety and welfare of people in and about buildings. It is important to note in the context of the 
new planning exemption that compliance with the Building Regulations 1997 to 2017 must still 
be achieved and the statutory building control procedures will still apply. 

Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2014, primary responsibility for compliance with 
the requirements of the Building Regulations, including Part B (Fire Safety), rests with the 
owners, designers and builders of buildings.  In particular, the Building Control (Amendment) 
Regulations 2014 require greater accountability in relation to compliance with the Building 
Regulations in the form of statutory certification of design and construction by registered con-
struction professionals and builders, lodgement of necessary compliance documentation, man-
datory inspections during construction and validation and registration of certificates.

Traveller Accommodation

27/02/2018WRC0110092. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his views on the 45% underspend by local authorities on Traveller accommodation in 2017; and 
the steps he has taken in 2017 to address same. [9688/18]

27/02/2018WRC01200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, housing authorities 
have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of Travellers and 
the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accommodation Pro-
grammes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure that there are adequate struc-
tures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation, including 
a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.  

The allocations and recoupment profiles for capital Traveller accommodation projects can 
vary across local authorities given the local priorities, circumstances and project timelines as set 
out in the TAPs.   Local authorities adopted the fourth and current round of TAPs in April 2014, 
with the five-year rolling programmes running from 2014 to 2018.  These programmes provide 
a road map for local authority investment priorities over the period.  They also form the basis 
for the allocation of funding from my Department for Traveller accommodation. 

As part of the allocation process, local authorities submit a programme of capital works 
for individual Traveller-specific projects and developments which are assessed in my Depart-
ment, in advance of allocations being made.  Further funding is considered by my Department 
throughout the year, on a case by case basis.

In line with the commitment in Rebuilding Ireland, and reflecting the disappointing level of 
overall funding drawdown in recent years, in 2017 the Housing Agency commissioned an ex-
pert, independent review of funding for traveller-specific accommodation to date.  This review 
had regard to targets contained in the local authority TAPs and actual units delivered, the cur-
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rent status of accommodation funded and funding provided for accommodation maintenance 
and other supports.  

Following its consideration of the review, the National Traveller Accommodation Consulta-
tive Committee agreed to establish an Expert Group to examine and make recommendations on 
issues regarding Traveller accommodation policy, strategy and implementation.  The Commit-
tee will play a key role in determining the final terms of reference for the Expert Group.  My 
Department will consider any recommendations made by the Expert Group to improve the de-
livery of traveller accommodation nationally and to ensure that full use is made of the increas-
ing level of funding available for investment in Traveller accommodation.

Housing Data

27/02/2018WRC0130093. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of homes refurbished through the repair and lease scheme since its inception; his 
plans to reform the scheme; the new targets for the scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9482/18]

27/02/2018WRC01400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) has been developed to assist private property owners 
and local authorities or Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) to harness the accommodation po-
tential that exists in certain vacant dwellings across Ireland. The RLS was established on a pilot 
basis in Waterford and Carlow local authorities in October 2016 and expanded nationwide from 
23 February 2017. 

The scheme is targeted at owners of vacant dwellings, who cannot afford or access the fund-
ing needed to bring their dwellings up to the required standard for rental property. Subject to 
the suitability of the dwelling for social housing, and the agreement of the property owner, the 
cost of the necessary repairs will be met upfront by the local authority or an approved housing 
body (AHB). 

I can confirm that at the end of 2017, a total of 820 applications had been received under the 
scheme. Local authorities were engaging with the property owners in relation to 573 proper-
ties, 31 agreements for lease had been signed and 9 homes had been delivered and tenanted. A 
detailed breakdown of the RLS scheme data up to end Q4 2017 is available on my Department’s 
website at the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.

It is clear from end 2017 output, that RLS has not yet delivered the level of new social 
housing homes envisaged. I have reviewed the operation of the scheme, as part of the review of 
Rebuilding Ireland, and I have concluded that the scheme has significant potential but there are 
areas where it can be improved to make it more attractive and effective. At the Housing Summit 
held on 22 January 2018, local authority Chief Executives were advised that, from 1 February 
2018, a number of key changes were being made to the scheme. These include:

- a reduction in the minimum lease term required from 10 to 5 years;

- increasing the proportion of market rent available to property owners where they take on 
more responsibilities under the tenancy, meaning that up to 92% of market rent will be avail-
able; and
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- provision of additional funding for property owners, over and above the current €40,000 
limit, where the dwelling is a bedsit type dwelling being brought into compliance with the Stan-
dards for Rented Houses Regulations and made available for social housing. 

Funding of €32m is available for RLS for 2018 with an overall target of 800 dwellings. The 
target number of social houses to be delivered across all delivery mechanisms in each Local 
Authority area out to 2021 was confirmed to each Local Authority on 5 January 2018, with a 
particular focus on 2018 delivery. Each Local Authority Chief Executive is now required to 
furnish a report confirming and setting out how their Local Authority will deliver on its social 
housing target over the coming years. The targets and details of the delivery programme of each 
Local Authority will then be published.

Planning Issues

27/02/2018WRC0150094. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of the senior counsel review of planning inquires in County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9484/18]

27/02/2018WRC01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department received a report from Senior Counsel in June 2017 regarding his Review Into 
Certain Planning Matters In Respect Of County Donegal.

My Department is currently reviewing and assessing the contents of Senior Counsel’s report 
and I have requested the advice of the Attorney General in respect of a number of points in rela-
tion to publication of the report and further actions arising.

When I have received the Attorney’s advice, my Department will finalise a submission for 
my consideration regarding what further appropriate actions are open to me.

Question No. 95 answered with Question No. 47.

Private Rented Accommodation Evictions

27/02/2018WRC0180096. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he will meet persons facing eviction residing in apartments (details supplied) as requested. 
[9705/18]

27/02/2018WRC01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Security of tenure provisions under the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2016 apply once a 
tenant has been in occupation of a dwelling for a continuous period of 6 months, with no notice 
of termination having been served during that time. Section 34 provides that a landlord must 
state a reason for the termination in any notice served. The reason must be one of those set out 
in section 34; for example, that vacant possession is required for substantial refurbishment of 
the dwelling.

The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body 
under the Acts to operate a national tenancy registration system and to resolve disputes between 
landlords and tenants.  Section 56 of the Act provides that, where there is an abuse of the termi-
nation procedure in section 34, a tenant may bring a complaint to the RTB on the basis that they 
have been unjustly deprived of possession of a dwelling by their landlord. 

Notice periods for the termination of a tenancy by a landlord vary, depending on the dura-
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tion of the tenancy, but periods of up to 224 days are required.  If a landlord is terminating the 
tenancy on the grounds that he or she intends to substantially refurbish or renovate the dwelling 
in a way that requires the dwelling to be vacated for that purpose, the notice of termination must 
include a statement;

(a)    specifying the nature of the intended works and providing a copy of any related plan-
ning permission. Where planning permission is not required, the notice or statement must spec-
ify the name of the contractor and the proposed dates for the works.

(b)   that the landlord is required to offer to the tenant a tenancy of the dwelling if it becomes 
available for re-letting within a period of 6 months, subject to certain conditions. 

On 23 November 2017, the RTB published a comprehensive set of guidelines on what 
constitutes substantial refurbishment or renovation for the purposes of a section 34 ground for 
tenancy termination. The guidelines are available on the RTB website at the following link:   
https://onestopshop.rtb.ie/images/uploads/Comms%20and%20Research/RTB_Guidelines_
for_good_practice_on_the_substantial_change_exemption_in_Rent_Pressure_Zones.pdf

I have asked my Department to keep under review whether there is value in placing these 
guidelines on a statutory footing.

As this is a matter between landlord and tenant, it would be inappropriate for me to inter-
vene or comment on any specific case.

Question No. 97 answered with Question No. 38.

27/02/2018WRD00200Project Ireland 2040 Launch

27/02/2018WRD0030098. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Taoiseach the details of all newspaper, magazine and 
online advertisements on the launch of Project Ireland 2040; and the costs associated with each 
advertisement spot, in tabular form. [9834/18]

27/02/2018WRD00400101. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the cost of marketing the launch of the 
NDP and NPF in newspapers and social media at national and local level; if it was the strategic 
communications unit that co-ordinated the information campaign; and if there was a procure-
ment process on same. [9349/18]

27/02/2018WRD00500102. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the partnership arrangements that the 
strategic communications unit has with each national and local newspaper to promote Govern-
ment campaigns; and the cost involved. [9350/18]

27/02/2018WRD00600107. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach the number of officials and advisers from 
his Department who travelled to the launch of the NDP and NPF in County Sligo; and the cost 
of same. [9379/18]

27/02/2018WRD00700108. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the cost of his department’s involvement 
in the NDP and NPF launch that was held in County Sligo on 16 February 2018; and if these 
were the total costs. [9380/18]

27/02/2018WRD00800110. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if the strategic communications unit has 
access to other budgets in other Departments to promote the NDP and NPF. [9399/18]

27/02/2018WRD01000112. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Taoiseach the cost and expenditure of hosting the 
launch of the national planning framework and national development plan in County Sligo on 
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16 February 2018 by heading, in tabular form. [9055/18]

27/02/2018WRD01100113. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Taoiseach the number of contracts entered into by 
the strategic communications unit for the publication and launch of the national development 
plan; the cost of each contract; the purpose of each contract; and if the procurement process 
went through the Office of Government Procurement. [9098/18]

27/02/2018WRD01200115. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Taoiseach the cost of publishing the national devel-
opment plan 2018-27; the cost of its launch in County Sligo on 16 February 2018; the cost of 
the presentation that accompanied the launch; the invoices to be received and the contracts that 
have been entered into; the cost of advertising in social media for the plan and its launch; the 
cost of advertising in newspapers for the plan and its launch; the cost of the website used for 
the national planning framework; the cost of the presentation video on the national planning 
framework website; and the number of visits to that site. [9096/18]

27/02/2018WRD01300116. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Taoiseach the number of contracts entered into for 
the publication and launch of the national development plan; the cost of each contract; the pur-
pose of each contract; and if each contract was organised by the Office of Government Procure-
ment. [9097/18]

27/02/2018WRD01400117. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Taoiseach the full costs of the Project Ireland 2040 
launch in County Sligo on 16 February 2018; and the costs associated with web design, docu-
ment design, media consulting and other costs associated with the event and its preparation. 
[9057/18]

27/02/2018WRD01500118. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Taoiseach the details of the television, radio and cin-
ema advertisements for the launch of Project Ireland 2040; and the costs associated with each 
advertisement’s spot, in tabular form. [9633/18]

27/02/2018WRD01600119. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach the spend by his Department on the 
launch and promotion of Project Ireland 2040 to date; the projected future spend and allocated 
budget; the breakdown of spending by supplier and purpose of the expenditure; and the adver-
tising or advertorial commissioned. [9758/18]

27/02/2018WRD01700122. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the marketing budget allocated to the 
NDP and NPF launch; and the cost of cinema and newspaper advertisements at national and 
local level for same. [9809/18]

27/02/2018WRD01800The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 98, 101, 102, 107, 108, 110, 112, 113, 115 
to 119, inclusive, and 122 together.

An objective of the Government is to improve citizens’ understanding of what it is doing on 
their behalf, what their entitlements are, and the workings of Government in general.

In support of this objective, the Government has approved a list of policy areas for which 
citizen-focussed information campaigns will be run.

These campaigns are funded from the €5 million budget allocated to strategic communica-
tions.

As an overarching policy initiative, with significant reach, Project Ireland 2040 is the most 
important information campaign which will be run in 2018.  Given the €116 billion taxpayer 
spend envisaged, the Government believes that it is essential that citizens understand how and 
where this investment will be made and how it will impact on their lives.
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To this end, a comprehensive citizen awareness programme has been developed for the plan, 
with the goal of informing as many citizens as possible, creating awareness of the plan and en-
hancing citizen engagement with the detail in it relating to their lives.  While the full spend will 
not be finalised until the end of the campaign, an indicative budget of €1.5m has been allocated 
from within the overall €5 million allocation.  The cost for the launch event for the plan was 
approximately €45,000 ex vat.

This is a multi-faceted, year-long communications programme, co-ordinated by the Stra-
tegic Communications Unit (SCU) in my Department, which uses existing contracts (agency, 
media buying etc) and includes the following aspects:

- Comprehensive briefings from cross-Government Senior Officials

- Regional Launch Events

- Sectoral Forums

- County Forums

- Online communications programme

- Production of informational videos

- National and Regional Outdoor campaign

- National and Local Print Media - Content Partnerships

- Cinema Campaign

- Content Partnership with Regional and National Radio Stations.

No TV Advertising is included in this information programme.

In keeping with previous National Development Plans, Project Ireland 2040 is being com-
municated to citizens through media partnerships.  Content partnerships have been established 
with the following media outlets:

- Irish Times

- INM Group

- Examiner Group

- Journal Media

- 30 Regional Newspapers

- 28 Local and National Radio Stations

The media buying process to enable this was handled by a third party media buying organi-
zation, appointed via an open procurement competition.

As with previous National Development Plans, all stories run under media partnerships are 
clearly identifiable as such.

Each media organisation was provided with a content pack relating to Project Ireland 2040.  
Any decisions relating to editorial style were entirely a matter for each organisation.  The SCU 
had no input in selecting or contacting any external or third party interviewees.  The SCU had 
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no direct contact with regional media organizations.

In general, funding for campaigns will come from the Strategic Communications budget.  
In some cases, there will be a 50/50 split with the relevant Government Department, depending 
on the nature and scope of the campaign.  As regards printing costs for Project Ireland 2040, the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform was responsible for the printing costs associ-
ated for the National Development Plan and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 
Government was responsible for the costs associated with printing of the National Planning 
Framework.

Project Ireland 2040 was launched in Sligo IT on Friday February 16th 2018.  Events of 
the day included a Government meeting to approve the plan, the actual launch of the plan and 
a number of media engagements carried out by myself and the Cabinet.  My Department was 
responsible for all planning and arrangements for the day.  This involved attendance by the fol-
lowing:

- 7 Cabinet Secretariat/Protocol staff to support the Cabinet meeting

- 9 SCU staff to support the launch

- 5 Officials/advisers with policy responsibility

- 5 Press Officers to support media engagements

As the launch is very recent, payments such as travel and subsistence and hotel accommoda-
tion have not yet been processed through our financial system.

In addition to the campaign for Project Ireland 2040 outlined above, the Strategic Commu-
nications Unit utilises all media in the course of the delivery of Government priority campaigns.  
The choice of media is informed by the nature, subject and reach of the campaign.  As part of the 
Healthy Ireland Campaign, the SCU with their colleagues in the Department of Health, formed 
a media content partnership with a national daily newspaper to produce health supplements as 
part of the campaign.  Similarly, the Unit worked with the Department of Education and Skills 
on a supplement in a national daily newspaper as part of the Action Plan for Education.

Costs for these media content partnerships are as follows:

Newspaper Campaign Cost
Irish Independent Healthy Ireland €96,300 ex vat
Irish Independent Action Plan for Education €8,600  ex vat
The Project Ireland 2040 campaign is ongoing and is subject to regular review.  Therefore, 

the cost of media content partnerships is not yet finalised.  It will be published once finalised.

27/02/2018WRD01900Departmental Meetings

27/02/2018WRD0200099. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach the newspapers with which his Department 
officials have engaged regarding promoting or explaining Government business in his Depart-
ment; when these meetings took place; and if they are held on a regular basis. [10298/18]

27/02/2018WRD02100The Taoiseach: Officials from my Department engage with staff from newspapers and 
other media organisations, on an ongoing basis, in relation to a range of issues relating to Gov-
ernment business.
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27/02/2018WRD02200Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRD02300100. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Taoiseach the number of freedom of informa-
tion requests his Department has received in the past eight years; the number that were accepted 
without further escalation and not accepted, respectively; the number of requests not accepted 
that were escalated to the Information Commissioner; the number in respect of which the Infor-
mation Commissioner ruled in favour of the person requesting the freedom of information; the 
number in respect of which the Information Commissioner ruled against his Department; the 
number his Department appealed to the High Court; the number in respect of which the High 
Court ruled against his Department in favour of the applicant; and the number which were then 
brought to the Court of Appeal by his Department. [9298/18]

27/02/2018WRD02400The Taoiseach: My Department received 1,619 freedom of information requests from the 
start of 2010 to 23 February 2018.  During this period there were 57 requests for internal review 
and 17 appeals by requesters to the Information Commissioner.

In relation to the 17 appeals, the Information Commissioner affirmed my Department’s de-
cision in 5 cases while in 3 cases my Department’s decision was varied or annulled.  8 appeals 
were either withdrawn by requesters or settled after they were referred to the Commissioner.  
One appeal is currently ongoing.

My Department has not appealed decisions made by the Information Commissioner to the 
High Court.

Questions Nos. 101 and 102 answered with Question No. 98.

27/02/2018WRD02700Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

27/02/2018WRD02800103. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has spoken with the leader of the 
DUP since 13 February 2018. [9351/18]

27/02/2018WRD02900104. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has spoken with the leader of the 
Alliance Party since 13 February 2018. [9352/18]

27/02/2018WRD03000105. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has spoken with the leader of the 
SDLP since 13 February 2018. [9353/18]

27/02/2018WRD03100106. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has spoken with the leader of Sinn 
Féin in Northern Ireland since 13 February 2018. [9354/18]

27/02/2018WRD03200111. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meetings with the 
Northern Ireland parties on 18 February 2018. [9400/18]

27/02/2018WRD03300The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 103 to 106, inclusive, and 111 together.

During my visit to Belfast on 12 February, I met with the Sinn Fein, SDLP, UUP and Alli-
ance Parties to discuss the negotiations on the restoration of the Executive.  I did not have the 
opportunity to meet the DUP on that day.

I regret the fact that, in the intervening period, the talks process has stalled again.  Power 
sharing and working together are the only way forward for Northern Ireland.  The Government 
has consistently said that the restoration of the institutions is essential in the context of full 
implementation of the Good Friday Agreement.  The Government will continue to work very 
closely with the British government to support the northern parties to achieve this outcome.
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The Tánaiste and I met with Mary Lou McDonald TD and Michelle O’Neill MLA on Mon-
day evening (19 February) to review recent developments in Northern Ireland and events lead-
ing up to the breakdown in talks on Executive formation last week.

The Government has consistently affirmed our unwavering commitment to the Good Friday 
Agreement, and determination, as a co-guarantor of the Agreement, to secure the effective op-
eration of all of its institutions.

The Tánaiste and officials continue to keep in close ongoing contact with the Northern par-
ties and with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland as part of the Government’s ongoing 
engagement to give full effect to that commitment.

Questions Nos. 107 and 108 answered with Question No. 98.

27/02/2018WRD03900Strategic Communications Unit

27/02/2018WRD04000109. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the marketing budget of the strategic 
communications unit. [9398/18]

27/02/2018WRD04100The Taoiseach: The Strategic Communications Unit does not have a marketing budget.  
The Unit has a budget allocated of €5 million for 2018.  This budget will be used on a variety 
of items within the strategic communications programme, such as the implementation of the 
new Government of Ireland identity, support of the migration to gov.ie and for various priority 
information programmes.

Question No. 110 answered with Question No. 98.

Question No. 111 answered with Question No. 103.

Questions Nos. 112 and 113 answered with Question No. 98.

27/02/2018WRE00600Departmental Funding

27/02/2018WRE00700114. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach his Department’s capital allocation in 
each of the years 2018 to 2022, inclusive; and the areas to which funds will be allocated in each 
of those years. [9526/18]

27/02/2018WRE00800The Taoiseach: My Department has no capital allocation for the years 2018 to 2022.

Questions Nos. 115 to 119, inclusive, answered with Question No. 98.

27/02/2018WRE01400Departmental Communications

27/02/2018WRE01500120. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach the spend on social media advertising 
and campaigns on an itemised basis in respect of each campaign, the respective platforms, the 
number of hits or visits generated, the overall cost of each campaign and the cost per hit or visit 
in each of the years 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018. [9776/18]

27/02/2018WRE01600The Taoiseach: There was no spend on social media in 2016.  For 2017 and 2018, the spend 
on social media (Facebook, YouTube and Twitter) and the cost of campaigns to date is detailed 
in the following table:
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Campaigns 2017 Spend on social media Campaign Costs to date
Back to School €2,600
Bliain Na Gaelige €1,358.48 €2,318.55
Budget18 €3,520 €7,648.14
Rugby World Cup €6,500
Treatment Benefits €2,100

Campaigns 2018 Spend on social media
Education Action Plan 2018 €612.31
Healthy Ireland €4,999.31 €16,605.00
Irish Aid - Children’s Educa-
tional Video (charity abroad)

€1,750.00

Self Employed €1,742.00 €13,351.65
A number of these campaigns are still in progress and final costs are currently being pro-

cessed through the financial system in my Department.

This table outlines the number of hits per platform per campaign:

Campaign 2017 Twitter Facebook YouTube
Back to School 92,143 51,972 73,000
Rugby World Cup Not on twitter 905,733 272,907
#Budget18 Introduction 77,466 140,890 158,000
#Budget18 Infrastructure 122,414 61,000 40,000
Treatment Benefits 87,571 139,000 56,000
Luas 65,478 392,583 40,000
Regional Fund 11,309 80,000 44,000
Bliain na Gaeilge Not on twitter 165,992 56,000
2018
Healthy Ireland 288,455 343,530 45,000
Irish Aid 183,607 166,091 11,000
Self Employed 160,379 133,888 18,000
Education Action Plan 82,385 46,278 6,000

27/02/2018WRE01700Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

27/02/2018WRE01800121. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach the cost to his Department of his at-
tending the World Economic Forum in Davos in 2018; the costs incurred in respect of travel, 
accommodation, attendance fees and other items; the names of those who attended paid for by 
his Department; and the individual costs attached to each and all other sundry costs. [9803/18]

27/02/2018WRE01900The Taoiseach: I attended the 2018 Annual Meeting of the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland from 24 to 26 January.  I was accompanied by my Chief of Staff, the Sec-
retary General of the Department, the Government Press Secretary, my Private Secretary, and a 
Security Officer from An Garda Síochána.

As is the case with all my travel, my officials ensured costs were minimised and the best 
value for money pursued.

Hotel accommodation is allocated to delegations by the WEF.  Attached below is a break-
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down of costs which have been received by my Department to date.  The final cost of the trip 
is not yet available and details of costs will be published on my Department’s website in due 
course.  There are no fees associated with my attendance at the World Economic Forum.

Breakdown as follows:

Details Cost
Taoiseach’s Hotel Room (2 nights Davos) €1279.69
Hotel Room 1 official (2 nights Davos) €990.56
Hotel Room 1 official (1 night Zurich ) €233.64
Apartment Accommodation (4 officials x 2 
nights)

€2160.25

Total Accommodation €4664.14

Zurich - Dublin flight for one member of 
the Delegation

€269.90

Train / Metro Tickets €53.67
Car Hire Transport Costs Arranged by Irish Embassy Berne - Not yet 

invoiced

Receipted Expenses €24.29

Total costs DOT €5012.00

Question No. 122 answered with Question No. 98.

27/02/2018WRF00200Departmental Communications

27/02/2018WRF00300123. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Taoiseach if his Department has agreed a set of pri-
ority information campaigns in 2018; the subject of such campaigns to be undertaken by his 
Department; and the funding allocated for such campaigns. [9973/18]

27/02/2018WRF00400The Taoiseach: The Strategic Communications Unit in my Department has worked with 
Government Departments, Ministers and Senior Officials to agree a set of priority information 
campaigns. The list is outlined below. Other campaigns may be run throughout the year if the 
requirement arises. 

Funding for each campaign will be determined at the planning stage for the campaign.

Government Approved Priority Campaigns:

Government Approved Priority Campaigns
Agreed Priority Campaigns
Budget Year Process
10 Year National Development Plan
Public Service Reform
Public Services Card
Rebuilding Ireland
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Government Approved Priority Campaigns
National Planning Framework
10 Year National Development Plan
Sustainable Growth e.g. Water Quality and Conservation
Brexit
Innovation Ireland
Regional Jobs
Healthy Ireland
Children’s Hospital
Sláinte Care Vision
Brexit/EU Future
Global Ireland/St Patrick’s Day
Consular Services
Good Friday Agreement 20th anniversary
Creative Ireland
Bliain na Gaeilge
Pensions Consultations
Benefits Awareness
Disability
Campaign for Rural Action Plan
Libraries
Global Ireland
Food Safety
Climate Change and Sustainability
Bord Bia/Agri food
Winter Ready
Education Action Plan
Connecting Ireland e.g. Broadband
Sustainable Growth (incl. Climate Action/Energy)
Sports Capital/Indoor Arena/National Sports Policy
Greenways Strategy
Transport Infrastructure
Gardaí and Safe Society
Domestic Violence
Migrant Integration
Affordable Childcare
Early Years Strategy
Adoption Information

27/02/2018WRF00500Government Information Service

27/02/2018WRF00600124. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the reporting and accountability rela-
tionship of the Office of the Government Chief Information Officer; and if it works with the 
strategic communications unit. [10051/18]

27/02/2018WRF00700125. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the cost of his plan to transfer taoiseach.
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gov.ie to gov.ie; if outside contracts have been obtained; if they will be procured; and the details 
of same. [10052/18]

27/02/2018WRF00800126. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the estimated cost of transferring all 
Government websites to gov.ie; the way in which this is being co-ordinated; and if outside 
companies are or will be involved in same. [10053/18]

27/02/2018WRF00900The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 124 to 126, inclusive, together.

The reporting and accountability relationship of the Office of the Government Chief Infor-
mation Officer (OGCIO) is to the Secretary General of the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform.

The Strategic Communications Unit (SCU) is working with the OGCIO on the gov.ie mi-
gration project.

The project to transfer all non transactional Departmental websites, including my Depart-
ment’s website is currently being scoped.  

Costs for the project will be available when this scoping exercise has been finalised.  Re-
garding the use of external providers, it is likely that a mix of internal and external staff will be 
used depending on skills required.

Staff working on the implementation of the project will include a team from the OGCIO, 
staff from the SCU and staff from the relevant Departments as they are migrated across.

27/02/2018WRF01200Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRF01300127. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of freedom of information requests his Department has received in the past eight years; the 
number of which were accepted without further escalation and not accepted, respectively; the 
number requested which were not accepted that were escalated to the information commis-
sioner; the number on which the information commissioner ruled in favour of the person re-
questing the freedom of information; the number on which the information commissioner ruled 
against the Department; the number the Department appealed to the High Court; the number 
the High Court ruled against the Department in favour of the applicant; the number which were 
then brought to the Court of Appeal by the Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9288/18]

27/02/2018WRF01400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The number of 
FOI requests received by my Department since January 2010 are set out in the following table.

My Department processes all Freedom of Information requests received and therefore, none 
have been escalated to the Office of the Information Commissioner as a result of not having 
been processed. 

During the period since January 2010, seven FOI decisions made by my Department have 
been appealed by the requester to the Office of the  Information Commissioner.  Of these ap-
peals to the OIC, in four cases the decision of the Department was affirmed by the OIC, one 
case was subsequently withdrawn by the requester and closed by the OIC, one decision was 
annulled and one case was settled by agreement with the party and my Department.  

The Department of Defence has not appealed any decisions of the OIC to the High Court. 
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Year No. Received
2010 63
2011 40
2012 50
2013 40
2014 29
2015 94
2016 120
2017 155
2018 to date 26

27/02/2018WRF01500Capital Expenditure Programme

27/02/2018WRF01600128. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his Depart-
ment’s capital allocation in each of the years from 2018 to 2022; and the areas to which funds 
will be allocated in each of those years. [9516/18]

27/02/2018WRF01700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The National 
Development Plan sets out Departmental Capital Allocations for the period 2018 – 2022. The 
allocation in respect of Defence is as follows:

Defence Capital Allocations 2018-2022

Year 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Total
€ million 77 106 113 120 125 541
This capital funding will allow the Defence Organisation to undertake a programme of sus-

tained equipment replacement and infrastructural development across the Army, Air Corps and 
Naval Service, as identified and prioritised in the Defence White Paper.

The following projects have been prioritised for inclusion:

- Mid-life upgrade of the Army Mowag APC armoured fleet (underway), along with invest-
ment in further force protection, transport, communications and IT systems;

- Replacement of the Air Corps Cessna Aircraft (underway);

- CASA Maritime Patrol Aircraft Replacement Programme; 

- Mid-life refit of the Naval Service vessels LÉ Niamh and LÉ Roisín;

- On-going Naval vessel replacement programme;

- On-going investment in the modernisation and renewal of barrack infrastructure.

The capital allocation of €541 million for Defence for the period 2018 to 2022 in the Na-
tional Development Plan emphasises the importance attached by this Government to ensuring 
that the Defence Forces have the capabilities necessary to deliver on all the roles assigned by 
Government.

27/02/2018WRF01800Defence Forces Medicinal Products
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27/02/2018WRF01900129. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the terms of refer-
ence provided to the working group on Lariam established in 2011. [9544/18]

27/02/2018WRF02000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): A Malaria Che-
moprophylaxis Working Group was established in January 2011 and reported in April 2013. 
The Group was re-convened in August 2015 and reported in October 2017. The purpose of the 
Group was to review, inter alia, issues arising in relation to the use of Lariam, particularly in the 
context of the current and potential litigation. 

Both reports were produced by the Working Group in the context of current and potential 
litigation and are, therefore, legally privileged as is the information about the Working Group.

27/02/2018WRF02100Departmental Staff

27/02/2018WRF02200130. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the background 
checks carried out on a person (details supplied) prior to employment; and the changes that 
have been made since an issue emerged to improve background checks for those being em-
ployed by his Department.  [9548/18]

27/02/2018WRF02300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): It would be inap-
propriate for me to discuss the detail of any individual employee.  My Department has civilian 
staff employed at various military installations throughout the country to support the Defence 
Forces in tasks such as the upkeep and maintenance of military infrastructure and equipment. 
The grades are spread across a wide spectrum and include craft workers such as electricians, 
carpenters, plumbers, and welders; specialists including healthcare professionals; and techni-
cians and general operatives.  

All new entrants as civilian employees are subject to vetting and security clearance process-
es similar to those for Defence Forces’ recruits. Security is kept under review and my officials 
work closely with the Defence Forces in relation to such matters.

27/02/2018WRF02400Defence Forces Reserve

27/02/2018WRF02500131. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason a 
person (details supplied) has not received a P45, a P60 and a certificate of discharge and service 
following resignation; when these documents will be provided; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9741/18]

27/02/2018WRF02600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Members of the 
Reserve Defence Force (RDF) attend for training on a voluntary basis and, as such, they are not 
classified as employees and accordingly P45 certificates are not issued to members.  However, 
my Department can issue a Certificate of Earnings to a Reservist and this essentially serves the 
same purpose. In relation to the issue of a P60, my Department has examined the case referred 
to and the records show that the last year that the person in question attended paid training with 
the RDF was 2014. I understand that a P60 was issued to the individual concerned through his 
unit in respect of the year ending 31 December 2014. If a copy of a P60 or a Certificate of Earn-
ings for any year (including nil earnings) is required, the person in question can make contact 
with my Department’s Pay Administration Section.

I understand from the military authorities that Certificates of Discharge are not supplied to 
RDF officers who resign their commission. However, Certificates of Service are provided to 
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RDF officers by the Defence Forces’ Human Resource Branch (J1) on request from the indi-
vidual.

27/02/2018WRF02700European Defence Agency

27/02/2018WRF02800132. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the annual 
cost associated with participation in the EU Defence Agency; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9949/18]

27/02/2018WRF02900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The European 
Defence Agency was set up in 2004 during Ireland’s Presidency of the EU and Ireland joined 
the Agency in July of that year. 

Ireland’s interaction and participation in the EDA means that we are afforded the opportu-
nity of keeping track of best practice in modern technology in the development of capabilities 
which would assist our Defence Forces in their peacekeeping role. It provides access to re-
search and information on developing and maintaining professional capabilities that we cannot 
self-generate for crisis management and international Peace Support Operations. It also allows 
us to keep abreast of best practice and new developments in the defence environment particu-
larly as it impacts on multinational crisis management operations

The financial commitment to the operational budget of the European Defence Agency(EDA) 
is in accordance with EDA funding principles, based on Gross National Income (GNI) key.  The 
GNI key is calculated based on the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of participating Member 
States. 

In addition to Ireland’s contribution to the operational budget, in 2017 Ireland contributed 
financially to three projects in the EDA: (1) Maritime Surveillance (MARSUR) II project (2) 
The EDA Counter Improvised Explosives Devices Manual Neutralisation Techniques project 
and (3) European Centre for Manual Neutralisation Capabilities (ECMAN).

Contributions to EDA 2017.

 -  2017
Contribution to the Operational Budget  400,412
Contribution to MARSUR II  15,000
Contribution to ECMAN  75,000
Contribution to C-IED MNT  57,500
Total 2017 Contribution  547,912

27/02/2018WRF03000Partnership for Peace

27/02/2018WRF03100133. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the annual 
cost associated with participation in NATO’s partnership for peace; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9950/18]

27/02/2018WRF03200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Ireland’s relations 
with NATO are set within the framework of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC) and 
Partnership for Peace (PfP), including its Planning and Review Process (PARP). Ireland joined 
EAPC and Partnership for Peace (PfP) on 1 December 1999.

The primary aim of Ireland’s PfP participation is to enhance the Defence Forces’ interoper-
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ability with other professional military forces for the purpose of engaging in UN authorised 
peacekeeping and peace support operations led by the UN, EU or NATO. Participation in PfP is 
fundamental to Ireland being able to meet its obligations in providing professional peacekeep-
ers for international crisis management and peacekeeping operations mandated by the UN.

Membership of PfP has allowed the Defence Forces to gain access to NATO standards - 
which are internationally-recognised as representing best practice for the development of mili-
tary capabilities.  

In relation to Ireland’s participation in the Partnership for Peace, the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade meets the running costs of the office in Brussels which is staffed by the De-
partment of Defence, the Defence Forces and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade with 
average Defence staff costs totalling €216,330 annually.

27/02/2018WRF03300EU Battle Groups

27/02/2018WRF03400134. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the annual 
cost associated with participation in EU battle groups; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9951/18]

27/02/2018WRF03500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Participation in 
EU Battlegroups demonstrates Ireland’s commitment to the development of EU capabilities in 
the area of crisis management and contributes to our overall credibility within the Union. Ire-
land’s continuing active engagement in EU Battlegroups enhances our capacity to influence the 
ongoing development and evolution of the rapid response capacity of the EU, in particular, the 
role Battlegroups can play in reinforcing and acting as a strategic reserve for UN operations. 

The United Nations strongly supports the development of Battlegroups as a capability that 
could be made available in support of UN mandated missions. It also supports the development 
of rapid deployment skills and capabilities within the Defence Forces, together with improved 
interoperability with like-minded States. Participation in EU Battlegroups further supports Ire-
land’s international security and defence policy and enhances our bilateral relations with con-
tributing Member States.

To date Ireland has participated in the Nordic Battlegroup in 2008, 2011 and 2015, the 
Austro-German Battlegroup in 2012 and both the German led and UK led Battlegroups in 2016. 
The total costs directly associated with Irish participation in the two EU Battlegroups in 2016 
is €2.763m.  It should be noted that approximately two thirds of this figure relates to direct pay-
roll costs, which would have been incurred in the normal course. The remaining costs relate to 
subsistence, allowances, transport, flights and other such costs incurred during the preparation 
and standby period for the Battlegroup.

27/02/2018WRF03600Common Security and Defence Policy

27/02/2018WRF03700135. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the an-
nual cost over each of the next five years associated with participation in PESCO; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9952/18]

27/02/2018WRF03800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): PESCO is a 
mechanism provided for in the Treaty of the European Union to enable participating mem-
ber States to come together and, on a project by project basis, jointly develop military crisis 
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management capabilities for use in support of the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) operations and missions in support of international peace and security. 

Now that we are participating in PESCO, the focus for Ireland will be on identifying key 
PESCO projects which can enhance the capability and capacity of the Defence Forces to suc-
cessfully undertake modern complex UN mandated missions, including CSDP operations and 
on supporting interoperability in this regard. 

Consideration is currently being given to the potential PESCO projects in which Ireland will 
participate. The work on elaborating the details of these project proposals and potential partici-
pants is currently on-going at EU level and Ireland is playing a full part in those deliberations. 
Once these deliberations have been completed the next step will be for a Council Decision to 
approve the first tranche of PESCO projects to be developed along with the project participants. 
It is anticipated that the Council will be in a position to take that decision in early March 2018.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is difficult at this juncture to make any predictions on costs 
associated with participation over the next five years.  Any costs incurred by Ireland will be 
dependent on which projects Ireland chooses to participate in, and the provision of full project 
plans by the project leads. Project choices will take into account the on-going development of 
Defence Forces capabilities for peace support and crisis management operations. In any event, 
costs associated with the development of capabilities would be incurred in the normal course 
and will therefore be met from within the Defence Vote.

27/02/2018WRG00200Syrian Conflict

27/02/2018WRG00300136. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the informal EU Council discussed the latest killings of civilians in Syria; and if there 
were discussions regarding the way in which the EU, with the international community, can 
assist with finding a political solution to end the ongoing conflict between President Assad and 
the Syrian rebels. [10149/18]

27/02/2018WRG00400145. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the issue of Syria will be raised by him at the next EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9790/18]

27/02/2018WRG00500146. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the efforts being made by Ireland in relation to the ongoing conflict in Syria; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9791/18]

27/02/2018WRG00600147. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on the recent bombings in eastern Ghouta; the steps that will be taken by 
the EU and the international community following this attack, which has resulted in a signifi-
cant loss of life; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9792/18]

27/02/2018WRG00700149. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to speak at the next EU Foreign Ministers meeting on the need for increased 
intervention due to the increased violence and deaths in Syria (details supplied). [9659/18]

27/02/2018WRG00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 136, 145 to 147, inclusive, and 149 together.

I am extremely concerned by the recent increase in violence in Syria, and in particular the 
vicious siege of Eastern Ghouta, which has cost the lives of hundreds of civilians in recent days. 
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The barbarity of the attacks by the Syrian regime on its own people, the deliberate targeting 
of civilian infrastructure, including homes, hospitals and schools, and the refusal of the Assad 
regime to allow humanitarian aid in, or injured civilians to leave, has been shocking, even by 
the standards of the Syria conflict to date. 

I can only imagine how terrifying this is for the people there, who have no way to protect 
themselves or their children, and no way to leave.

On numerous occasions in this House, I have condemned the violence in Syria and I reiter-
ate that condemnation in the strongest terms today.

I attended a UN Security Council briefing on this issue in New York last week, where UN 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres appealed for an immediate suspension of violence in East-
ern Ghouta to allow for the delivery of humanitarian aid, and for evacuations. Ireland strongly 
endorsed this call, and welcomed the adoption of a UN Security Council resolution on Satur-
day that called for an immediate ceasefire and unimpeded humanitarian access. However, the 
bombardment of Eastern Ghouta has continued in defiance of this resolution. The international 
community must redouble its efforts to press for a full and immediate ceasefire, and unhindered 
humanitarian access to besieged populations in Syria. 

The brutal repression of dissent by the Assad regime since March 2011 has cost the lives 
of almost half a million people so far. Over 13 million people require humanitarian assistance, 
including close to 3 million people trapped in besieged and hard-to-reach areas. In addition, 5.5 
million Syrians have fled to neighbouring countries and the region. 

The Assad regime and its allies have repeatedly targeted civilians, including through use of 
“starve or surrender” techniques, forced displacement under the guise of truces, denial of hu-
manitarian assistance and deliberate attacks on civilian infrastructure such as schools, markets 
and hospitals. 

Clearly an end to the conflict, and to Assad’s barbarous rule, is urgently needed. Ireland 
fully supports the UN-led political negotiations to end the conflict based on the 2012 Geneva 
Communique and UN Security Council resolution 2254, which call for an end to violence; 
full humanitarian access, a democratic political transition and accountability and transitional 
justice.

Ireland has consistently supported EU sanctions targeting the regime and its supporters, and 
will continue to do so as long as the situation on the ground justifies these measures. 

EU Foreign Ministers discussed the situation in Syria at their informal meeting on 15 Febru-
ary and again at the Foreign Affairs Council meeting on 26 February. Ireland added its voice to 
calls for the immediate and full implementation of the ceasefire demanded by the UN Security 
Council.  

The EU provides direct assistance to the UN-brokered talks in Geneva and has launched, in 
coordination with the UN, an initiative to develop political dialogue with key actors from the 
region to identify common ground. The EU and its Member States have to date mobilised more 
than €10.4 billion for humanitarian, stabilisation and resilience assistance inside Syria and in 
neighbouring countries, making the EU the largest single donor to the effort. The EU hosted a 
donors’ conference for Syria in April 2017 at which pledges totalling €5.6 billion were made, 
and will host another donors’ conference for Syria in April 2018.

Since 2012, Ireland has contributed over €90 million to the humanitarian effort in response 
to the conflict in Syria, including €25 million in 2017 alone. Through our annual contributions 
to EU Institutions, Ireland also supports the EU’s humanitarian response to the Syria crisis. Ire-
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land also supports a broad range of efforts to ensure full legal accountability for all war crimes 
and crimes against humanity committed in Syria.

27/02/2018WRG00900Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRG01000137. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of freedom of information requests the Department has received in the past 
eight years; the number of which were accepted without further escalation and not accepted 
respectively; the number requested which were not accepted that were escalated to the informa-
tion commissioner; the number on which the information commissioner ruled in favour of the 
person requesting the freedom of information; the number on which the information commis-
sioner ruled against the Department; the number the Department appealed to the High Court; 
the number on which the High Court ruled against the Department in favour of the applicant; 
the number which were then brought to the Court of Appeal by the Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9292/18]

27/02/2018WRG01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Office of the Information Commissioner keeps the operation of the Freedom of Information Act 
under review and publishes relevant statistics in its Annual Reports. I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that, to date, for the 1,096 freedom of information requests received by my Department 
in the period 2010 to 2017 inclusive the Office of the Information Commissioner did not vary 
or annul any Department decisions referred to that Office for investigation. The question of my 
Department appealing decisions of the Information Commissioner to the High Court or to the 
Court of Appeal does not therefore arise.

The information requested by the Deputy for the eight year period in question is set out in 
the table. 

Requests Number
Number of freedom of information requests 
received 

1,096

Number of internal reviews of decisions 
sought 

50

Number of review decisions which were 
subsequently appealed to the Office of In-
formation Commissioner*

20

Number Department decisions which the 
Office of the Information Commissioner 
agreed to investigate and subsequently var-
ied or annulled

nil

* Three appeals remain under consideration by the Office of the Information Commissioner

27/02/2018WRG01200International Relations

27/02/2018WRG01300138. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on Ireland’s relationship with the Republic of Uzbekistan; the issues that 
have been raised with the Uzbek authorities in the past; and his views on the human rights situ-
ation there. [9325/18]

27/02/2018WRG01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
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does not have a resident Embassy in Uzbekistan and there is no Uzbek Embassy in Dublin, so 
contacts at political and official level with the Uzbek authorities are limited. In the absence of 
such direct links, our main channels of engagement with Uzbekistan and other countries in the 
Central Asia region are through the EU, and multilateral fora such as the UN and the OSCE.  
Trade flows are negligible.

Ireland fully supports the EU’s policy of increased cooperation with the countries of the 
Central Asia region as set out in Council Conclusions which were published last June. While 
welcoming the progress achieved in developing relations with individual countries, including 
Uzbekistan, the EU recognised the serious challenges to human rights in the region. To this end, 
the EU reaffirmed the crucial importance of continuing meaningful dialogue on good gover-
nance, the rule of law and human rights.

Since his election in 2016, the President of Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirziyoyev has launched 
significant reforms of the judiciary, administration and security services. Several human rights 
defenders have been released from prison and, in May, the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights visited Uzbekistan for the first time. The authorities have also resumed cooperation with 
Human Rights Watch, which had previously been banned from working inside Uzbekistan. In 
a further welcome development, the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief 
and the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media visited the country late last year. 

In a meeting with President Mirziyoyev in November, EU High Representative Mogherini 
commended the significant reforms which have taken place since 2016 and expressed the EU’s 
full support in turning these initiatives into concrete results. 

Ireland fully endorses this position. We will continue to monitor developments in Uzbeki-
stan and ensure that focused attention is given to the promotion of human rights and the rule of 
law.

27/02/2018WRG01500Military Aircraft

27/02/2018WRG01600139. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of military aircraft that requested to land at an airport here in 2017; and the number 
that were granted permission to land, by month, country of origin and the airport they landed 
at. [9339/18]

27/02/2018WRG01700140. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of military aircraft that passed through Irish airspace without landing at an airport here 
in 2017, by month and country of origin. [9340/18]

27/02/2018WRG01800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 139 and 140 together.

The Air Navigation (Foreign Military Aircraft) Order gives the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade primary responsibility for the regulation of activity, both landing in the State and 
overflying the State, by foreign military aircraft. During 2017, my Department received 515 
requests for landings by military aircraft at airports in Ireland. Of the 515 landing requests re-
ceived, 1 was refused and 15 were cancelled.

During 2017, there were 1,749 overflights of Irish airspace by military aircraft in accor-
dance with permissions granted.  The details are set out in the tables below broken down as 
appropriate.



Questions - Written Answers

50

Landing Details 2017

Country Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total Airports

Bahrain 1 1 1 Shannon

Belgium 2 1 3 3 Shannon

Canada 1 1 1 2 2 2 9 5 Shannon,
 4 Dublin

Czech 1 1 1 Dublin

Egypt 1 1 1 3 3 Shannon

EU 1 1 1 Dublin

France 3 2 3 6 2 5 3 1 1 5 4 35 17 Shannon, 
11 Dublin, 
1 Galway, 6 
Cork

Germany 3 2 1 1 1 8 3 Shannon, 
4 Dublin,
 1 Casement

Italy 1 2 2 2 7 5 Shannon,
 2 Dublin

Jordan 2 2 2 Shannon

Monaco 2 1 1 1 5 3 Dublin, 
1 Casement,
 1 Cork

Nether-
lands

1 1 1 1 1 5 2 Casement,
 3 Cork

Norway 1 1 1 Casement

Palestine 
Auth

2 2 2 Shannon

Poland 2 1 1 4 4 Dublin

Slovenia 1 1 1 Dublin

Spain 2 2 4 4 Dublin

Switzer-
land

2 2 1 Shannon, 
1 Knock

Turkey 1 1 2 2 Dublin

Ukraine 1 1 1 Shannon

UAE 2 2 2 Dublin

United 
Kingdom

3 2 2 1 2 1 11 2 Shannon, 
1 Dublin, 
7 Casement, 
1 Cork

United 
States

31 41 49 38 34 25 28 34 35 35 39 16 405 402 Shannon,
 3 Casement

Total 40 48 57 51 43 40 34 41 44 48 51 18 515

Over flight details

Country Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total

Australia 1 2 1 2 6

Bahrain 1 1

Belgium 1 2 5 4 1 6 2 21

Bolivia 1 1

Brazil 1 1

Cameroon 2 2

Canada 1 2 2 5 3 2 1 16

Czech 1 1 1 1 2 6

Colombia 1 1

Cyprus 2 2

Egypt 1 4 1 3 1 3 1 2 2 1 19

France 2 1 2 2 3 4 2 9 9 4 2 2 42

Germany 3 3 3 10 2 7 3 5 4 6 6 1 53
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Country Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total

Ghana 2 2

Greece 1 2 2 2 7

Hungary 1 1 2 3 7

India 2 2

Italy 3 1 6 4 4 2 1 3 24

Iran 2 2

Iraq 2 2 2 6

Ivory Coast 1 1

Jordan 2 4 4 2 2 5 5 1 4 2 31

Lebanon 2 2

Luxembourg 1 1

Malaysia 2 2

Mali 1 1

Mexico 2 1 3

Netherlands 2 2 1 1 1 2 9

Nigeria 1 1

Oman 2 2

Pakistan 4 4

Poland 1 1 1 3

Slovak Rep 2 1 1 1 3 2 2 2 2 16

Spain 1 1 2

Switzerland 2 4 2 2 10

Tunisia 2 3 1 2 8

Turkey 2 1 1 4

Ukraine 1 1

UAE 1 1

United 
Kingdom

2 1 2 5

United 
States

92 98 71 85 102 129 150 175 156 190 106 66 1420

Vietnam 1 1

Total 106 112 97 109 122 170 174 211 211 225 137 75 1749

27/02/2018WRG02000Brexit Negotiations

27/02/2018WRG02100141. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on whether the absence of a Northern Ireland Executive and assembly could 
hinder the functioning of the backstop contained in Article 49 of the Phase 1 Brexit agreement; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9345/18]

27/02/2018WRG02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Joint Report of EU and UK negotiators, published in December, states that in the event that 
it is not possible to resolve the border issue through the wider future relationship agreement 
between the EU and the UK, which has always been the preference of the Irish Government 
as well as that of the UK, or through specific solutions, the UK has committed to maintaining 
full regulatory alignment with those rules of the Customs Union and Single Market which are 
required to support North South Cooperation, protect the all-island economy and avoid a hard 
border.

The guidelines agreed by the European Council in December called on negotiators to com-
plete work on the withdrawal issues and to start drafting the relevant parts of the Withdrawal 
Agreement.  This work has been ongoing since December.  The Withdrawal Agreement, when 
finalised, will be legally binding and will reflect the principles and commitments agreed in 
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phase one, including on the Irish specific issues.

It is expected that the first draft of the Withdrawal Agreement will be published by the Com-
mission shortly and that this will give legal effect to the commitments made on the Irish specific 
issues in the Joint Progress Report.  The draft will then be discussed internally by EU Member 
States in preparation for negotiations between the EU Task Force and the UK. 

The Good Friday Agreement remains the indispensable framework for providing stable, 
inclusive, power-sharing government for all the people of Northern Ireland, and for sustaining 
the interlocking relationships on these islands - within Northern Ireland, on the island of Ireland 
and between the UK and Ireland. 

The Government has consistently affirmed our unwavering commitment to the Good Friday 
Agreement, and our determination, as a co-guarantor of the Agreement, to secure the effective 
operation of all of its institutions. 

As co-guarantor of the Agreement, the Government will continue to engage with the British 
Government and the political parties in Northern Ireland to support the urgent formation of a 
new Executive by the mandated political parties.

27/02/2018WRG02300Brexit Negotiations

27/02/2018WRG02400142. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on the nature of the implications for ongoing regulatory alignment between 
Northern Ireland and Britain, as set out in Article 50 of the Phase 1 Brexit agreement, in the 
absence of a Northern Ireland Executive and assembly; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9346/18]

27/02/2018WRG02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the 
Joint Report of EU and UK negotiators, published last December, the UK made a number of 
commitments and guarantees, including ensuring there would be no border infrastructure of 
any kind or associated checks and controls on the island of Ireland. In addition to commitments 
on Irish-specific issues, the UK made commitments across the other two exit issues; citizens’ 
rights, and the financial settlement.

The UK Government must now decide how to give effect to the commitments outlined in 
phase one of the Article 50 negotiations. In December, the European Council was clear that 
negotiations in phase two can only progress as long as all commitments undertaken in the first 
phase are respected in full and translated into legal terms as quickly as possible.

The guidelines agreed by the European Council in December called on negotiators to com-
plete work on the withdrawal issues and to start drafting the relevant parts of the Withdrawal 
Agreement.  This work has been ongoing since December. The Withdrawal Agreement, when 
finalised, will be legally binding and will reflect the principles and commitments agreed in 
phase one, including on the Irish specific issues.  

We expect the first draft of the Withdrawal Agreement to be published by the Commission 
shortly.  It will then be discussed internally by EU Member States in preparation for negotia-
tions between the EU Task Force and the UK.

27/02/2018WRG02600Capital Expenditure Programme
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27/02/2018WRG02700143. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his Department’s capital allocation in each of the years from 2018 to 2022; and the areas to 
which funds will be allocated in each of those years. [9520/18]

27/02/2018WRG02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has a total capital allocation of €13 million in 2018, 
under the Revised Estimates for Public Services 2018, across its two Votes (Vote 27 - Interna-
tional Co-operation and Vote 28 – Foreign Affairs and Trade).

Under the recently published National Development Plan 2018 - 2027, the Department will 
have capital allocations in the period 2019 - 2022 as follows:

2019  -  €17 million

2020  -  €13 million

2021  -  €13 million

2022  -  €14 million

As set out in the National Development Plan 2018 - 2027, the Department’s Strategic Capi-
tal Investment Priorities for the period 2018 - 2022 will be as follows:

- Further announcements as part of the Doubling Our Global Footprint Initiative;

- The Passport Reform Programme, 2016 - 2019;

- Investment in ICT, and

- Investment in the State’s Global Property Portfolio, including the development of Ireland 
Houses with the State Agencies and the relevant Embassy in strategic locations.

27/02/2018WRG02900Travel Documents

27/02/2018WRG03000144. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if a person can travel to the United Kingdom with only his or her public services card; the 
conditions of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9530/18]

27/02/2018WRG03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is responsible for the issuance 
of passports to Irish citizens and for the maintenance of the security and integrity of the Irish 
passport.  Immigration or administrative requirements for entry into other States, including 
what documentation is acceptable for those purposes, are not matters within the competence of 
my Department.

Ireland and the United Kingdom share a Common Travel Area and as such, a passport is 
not necessarily required for travel. The requirements of individual airlines and ferry companies 
may vary as concerns which forms of photographic identification, other than a passport, they 
may accept as proof of identity for travel between Ireland and Great Britain.

Questions Nos. 145 to 147, inclusive, answered with Question No. 136.

27/02/2018WRG03500Passport Applications
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27/02/2018WRG03600148. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
when a passport will be issued to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9953/18]

27/02/2018WRG03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): All 
passport applications are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act 2008 (“the Act”). The 
Act provides, among other things, that a person must be an Irish citizen before a passport can 
be issued to him/her. In order to meet this legal requirement, each person must demonstrate an 
entitlement to Irish citizenship in his/her passport application. Entitlement to Irish citizenship is 
governed by the terms of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 as amended (the 1956 
Act).

The application to which you refer was submitted on 9 January this year. The Passport 
Service wrote to the applicant’s parents on 24 January requesting that the application form be 
re-submitted as it was incorrectly completed. The Passport Service also requested that the es-
sential supporting documentation be provided with the new application form in respect of the 
requirement to establish the citizenship of the child applicant.

Further information on the documents required are listed on the Passport Service website at: 
www.dfa.ie/passports-citizenship/top-passport-questions/documentary-requirements-passport-
applications/.

Question No. 149 answered with Question No. 136.

27/02/2018WRH00300Human Rights Cases

27/02/2018WRH00400150. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to raise with the Israeli ambassador the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10069/18]

27/02/2018WRH00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
overall human rights situation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including the 
treatment of children in detention, remains a matter of concern. In particular, there are serious 
concerns about the Israeli military court system which is used in relation to Palestinians in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including children. The same system does not apply to Israeli 
settlers in the same geographical area. These courts have a near-one hundred percent conviction 
rate, a statistic which raises serious questions about the system’s compliance with international 
standards of due process.Ireland has raised our concerns at EU level and in international fora. In 
the most recent Universal Periodic Review of Israel, which took place last month, Ireland raised 
the issue of administrative detention, and made recommendations on the rights of detainees. 
During my visit to the Middle East last month, I raised Ireland’s concerns about the detention of 
minors directly with the Israeli authorities, including the issues of night-time arrests and blind-
folding. Ireland also provides financial support to Israeli and Palestinian NGOs who are active 
in bringing these issues to light.

In relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, the minor was not arrested directly after 
the incident, but an arrest later took place following political attention being paid to the case in 
Israel. The arrest was carried out in the middle of the night, and later broadcast on Israeli televi-
sion. This raises serious concerns. 

Irish and other EU diplomats have attended the person in question’s hearings in the military 
court, as this case has developed. The handling of this case so far is worrying. The minor is be-
ing held in Israel, which makes family visits very difficult. She is being held without bail pend-
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ing trial, which may result in a very long period of detention, on the basis that she is a danger 
to public safety. This allegation lacks serious credibility.

The individual’s mother and other family members have themselves been arrested and held. 
The heavy-handed approach to dealing with the minor and her family risks creating an impres-
sion that there is an attempt to intimidate or to punish, related to their refusal to stop protesting 
against the occupation under which they live. 

The Israeli authorities should ensure that all legal proceedings are in accordance with inter-
national standards of due process, including especially those related to children. I recall that the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child entails obligations to use detention only as a means 
of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time, in the case of minors. My Depart-
ment will continue to monitor this and other cases.

27/02/2018WRH00600Commemorative Events

27/02/2018WRH00700151. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on the involvement of his Department’s officials in planning the com-
memorations for the 20th anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement; and if an all party group 
is being established to discuss same. [9657/18]

27/02/2018WRH00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): A pro-
gramme of events, at home and abroad, is being developed to highlight this important anniver-
sary and to mark the achievement of the Agreement, which continues to be the cornerstone of 
our commitment to peace and reconciliation. My Department is engaging with other Govern-
ment Departments and, both here on the island of Ireland and through our overseas Embassy 
network, with a range of individuals, groups and institutions, who are considering and planning 
conferences, seminars, cultural responses, acts of commemoration and other initiatives to mark 
the 20th anniversary of the achievement of this seminal Agreement.  The Government’s pro-
gramme will include events in Dublin, Washington, London, and Belfast.  These will include a 
revised production of Rising to Reconciliation, which was developed for the 18th anniversary 
of the Good Friday Agreement and uses poetry, images and music to reflect on the troubled 
journey towards peace and reconciliation on the island of Ireland.  Events to mark the people’s 
vote for the Agreement on the 22nd May are also under development. 

While I do not propose to establish a dedicated all party group for the purposes of marking 
this anniversary, I would be happy to consult and engage with all political parties and other 
interested stakeholders and have asked my officials to follow up in this regard. 

The events marking this important anniversary will provide an opportunity to reflect on the 
peace process, past and present; to remember the loss of life during the years of conflict; and to 
look back at all that has happened on the journey of peace and reconciliation on the island of 
Ireland.  

This journey is of course an ongoing one, and the continued imperative to work to realise 
the full potential of the Good Friday Agreement will form an essential part of the Government’s 
approach to the 20th anniversary.

27/02/2018WRH00900Mortgage Debt

27/02/2018WRH01000152. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance when he and his departmental 
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officials were informed of the sale of mortgage debts by a bank (details supplied) to unregulated 
vulture funds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9810/18]

27/02/2018WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I was first informed by Department 
officials of PTSB’s intention to offer this particular portfolio of loans for sale on Friday 19th 
January. They were first briefed on the timing of the sale, and potential composition of the port-
folio, earlier that week. 

As this information is commercially sensitive, and as I must respect stock exchange dis-
closure rules, I was unable to discuss it openly at that point. The bank’s decision to put out a 
statement on 20th  February put many of the details into the public domain and helped clarify 
the situation.

As I indicated previously, if the transaction proceeds I would expect to be formally con-
sulted on the disposal in due course as provided for in the Relationship Framework between the 
Minister and the bank.

I should emphasize at this stage that no loan has been sold yet and we won’t know how 
many loans will be sold for a number of months. In addition, it is not known to whom the loans 
will be sold. However, I want and expect PTSB to be transparent with their customers when it 
comes to this sale process as it evolves.

I am also prepared to engage with Deputies from other parties in an effort to see if we can 
strengthen and enhance the protections that are already in place for mortgage holders in the 
coming period.

27/02/2018WRH01200Tax Code

27/02/2018WRH01300153. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Finance if there is an interdepart-
mental committee in operation examining the possibility of taxing civil servants’ car parking as 
a benefit in kind; if so, the length of time it has been in existence; when it last met; the outcomes 
that have resulted; his plans to introduce such a scheme; and the estimated amount of revenue 
that could be realised by such a measure. [10068/18]

27/02/2018WRH01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that em-
ployer-provided parking is not currently subject to benefit-in-kind taxation. I do not currently 
have any plans to change this. My officials are unaware of a committee such as the Deputy 
describes.

27/02/2018WRH01500Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRH01600154. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the number of freedom of 
information requests his Department has received in the past eight years; the number of which 
were accepted without further escalation and not accepted respectively; the number requested 
which were not accepted that were escalated to the Information Commissioner; the number 
of which the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of the person requesting the freedom 
of information; the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled against his Depart-
ment; the number his Department appealed to the High Court; the number the High Court ruled 
against his Department in favour of the applicant; the number which were then brought to the 
Court of Appeal by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9291/18]

27/02/2018WRH01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response to the Deputy’s question, 
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the following table provides the requested information where such statistics have been collated 
and are available: 

Year Total 
FoI 
requests 
received 

Total 
FoI 
requests  
granted, 
and part 
granted

Total FoI   
requests 
refused, 
with-
drawn, 
transferred  
to another 
public 
body or   
handled 
outside 
FOI

Total 
FoI 
requests 
appealed 
inter-
nally 

Total 
suc-
cessful 
appeals 

Total 
part suc-
cessful 
appeals 

Af-
firmed 
original 
decision

Total 
FoI 
requests 
appealed 
to OIC 

Total   
suc-
cessful 
appeals 

Total 
part suc-
cessful 
appeals 

Af-
firmed 
original 
decision

2018 65*** 20 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2017 406** 222 172 9 0 4 5 1 1 0 0

2016 405 266 139 9 0 4 5 4 0 0 4

2015 413 252 161 15 0 4 11 7 1 1 5

2014 165 103 62 4 0 2 2 4    

2013 220 189 31 13 0 4 9 7    

2012 265 194 71 4 0 3 1 3    

2011* 258 185 73 7 0 3 3 2    

2010* 337 286 51 11    8    

* 2010 and 2011 figures include FOI cases that would now fall under the remit of the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform

** 12 Cases received in 2017 are actively being completed

*** 31 Cases are active for 2018

Freedom of Information Disclosure Logs are available on the Departments website at: www.
finance.gov.ie/foi/foi-requests/.

27/02/2018WRH01800Banking Sector

27/02/2018WRH01900155. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has received consulta-
tion briefings from the State supported banks in 2017 and to date in 2018 under the terms of the 
relationship framework agreement; if so, the details of the briefing; the name of each bank that 
provided same; the nature of the matter on which he was consulted; his response in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9313/18]

27/02/2018WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the deputy is aware my relationship 
with the State supported banks is governed by the Relationship Framework Agreements which 
were put in place at the insistence of the European Commission as part of the recapitalisation 
of the banks. 

Under the Relationship Frameworks, the authority and responsibility for strategy and com-
mercial policies (including business plans and budgets) and the conduct of the banks day-to-day 
operations rests in all cases with the Board of the Company and its management team. How-
ever, they are required, in connection with certain specified aspects of their activities, to consult 
with the Minister for Finance.

I can confirm to the deputy that in 2017 and 2018 I have received consultation briefings from 
each of the State supported banks in relation to a range of matters of a commercially sensitive 
nature. These included board appointments and loan disposals over the designated thresholds.
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Given this and the fact that the banks are all publicly quoted entities I must therefore respect 
stock exchange market abuse regulations and I therefore am not in a position to disclose the 
detail of this commercially sensitive information.

27/02/2018WRH02100Mortgage Debt

27/02/2018WRH02200156. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the way in which persons due 
to earn compensation and redress through the tracker examination are treated in circumstances 
in which they have separated since the misselling occurred; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9322/18]

27/02/2018WRH02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank has advised that as 
part of the Tracker Mortgage Examination framework, where customer detriment has been 
identified, the Bank has clearly articulated its expectations of lenders to provide appropriate 
redress and compensation to impacted customers in line with its prescribed “Principles for 
Redress”.   

An important part of the Examination Framework is the requirement for lenders to establish 
independent Appeals Panels to deal with customers who are not satisfied with any aspect of the 
redress and compensation offers that they receive from lenders. In circumstances where lenders 
make an offer of redress and compensation in respect of a mortgage held jointly by two or more 
borrowers, the offer will be made payable to all parties to the mortgage jointly.  All parties to 
the mortgage and the offer of redress and compensation will be entitled to appeal any aspect 
of the offer to the Independent Appeals Panel(s). Where it is not possible for a co-borrower to 
obtain the consent of all co-borrowers to the mortgage, the Central Bank has set its clear expec-
tation that this will not serve as a barrier to customers wishing to appeal and such an appeal can 
proceed on an individual basis. In such circumstances, any award arising from the appeal will 
be made payable to all parties to the mortgage. This appeals process is additional to the options 
of bringing a complaint to the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman or initiating court 
proceedings.

27/02/2018WRH02400Mortgage Debt

27/02/2018WRH02500157. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the way in which compensa-
tion under the tracker examination process takes account of money and time spent in the insol-
vency process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9323/18]

27/02/2018WRH02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank has advised that 
its Tracker Examination is focused on ensuring that lenders provide fair outcomes for all cus-
tomers impacted by tracker related failings both from a contractual and transparency perspec-
tive.   

As part of the Examination framework, where customer detriment has been identified, the 
Central Bank has clearly articulated its expectations of lenders to provide appropriate redress 
and compensation to impacted customers in line with prescribed Principles for Redress. The 
provision of redress is intended to return impacted customers to the position that they would 
have been in had the relevant issue not arisen and the compensation, which  is to be reasonable, 
must reflect the detriment involved arising from and/or associated with being on an incorrect 
rate. Such compensation is to reflect the specific circumstances of each impacted customer.   

An important part of the Examination Framework is the requirement for lenders to estab-
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lish independent Appeals Panels, specifically to deal with customers who are not satisfied with 
any aspect of the redress and compensation offers that they receive from lenders. The appeals 
process is additional to the options of bringing a complaint to the Financial Services and Pen-
sions Ombudsman or initiating court proceedings. Importantly customers can also accept the 
redress and compensation offered and still make an appeal to the independent appeals panels. 
Customers’ rights to make appeals to the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman and 
through the courts are also preserved.   

For debtors who are involved in the statutory insolvency frameworks, the assets and income 
of such debtors will fall to be considered in the context of the particular framework including, 
where applicable, the particular terms of any debt settlement or personal insolvency arrange-
ment   entered into by a debtor (utilising the services of a personal insolvency practitioner) with 
his/her creditor(s).

27/02/2018WRH02700Tax Code

27/02/2018WRH02800158. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the rationale for impos-
ing a rate of 23% VAT on dog grooming services when veterinary services are taxed under the 
13.5% rate; his plans to amend the rate (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9328/18]

27/02/2018WRH02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The supply of dog grooming services 
is liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 23%.  The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply and under 
the VAT Directive there is no provision to allow the reduced rate to be applied to the supply of 
dog grooming services. 

An exception to this rating is grooming that is required in the course of a medical or surgi-
cal treatment of animals by a veterinary surgeon. Such grooming will form part of a veterinary 
procedure liable to VAT at the reduced rate of 13.5%.

27/02/2018WRH03000Tax Data

27/02/2018WRH03100159. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of appeals heard by 
the Tax Appeals Commission in 2016 and 2017 that were adjudications issued inside 28, 60, 90 
and 120 days respectively; the number of adjudications that are outstanding for more than 28, 
60, 90 and 120 days respectively; the number of open appeals, in tabular form; the number of 
cases the TAC will hear in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9363/18]

27/02/2018WRH03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the Tax Appeals 
Commission (TAC) that the following table outlines the number of appeals heard by the TAC 
in 2016 and 2017 in the bands requested by the Deputy.

Tax Appeals Commission

Appeals Heard that were deter-
mined/adjudicated        

2016 2017 

Adjudicated inside 28 days 26 16 
Adjudicated 29 – 60 days later 4 5 
Adjudicated 61 – 90 days later - 1 
Adjudicated 91 – 120 days later 2 1 
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Appeals Heard that were deter-
mined/adjudicated        

2016 2017 

Adjudicated more than 120 days 
later 

21 3 

Appeals Heard but determination/
adjudication outstanding     

2016 2017

Outstanding less than 28 days - - 
Outstanding between 29 – 60 days 
later 

- 2 

Outstanding between 61 – 90 days 
later 

- - 

Outstanding between 91 – 120 
days later 

- - 

Outstanding more than 120 days 
later 

22 61 

Total 75 89

As outlined in the table, adjudication has commenced or been completed, either with or 
without a hearing, in respect of 164 appeals in 2016 and 2017 by the TAC. Determinations have 
issued in respect of 79 of those appeals. On average it took 213 days between the hearing and 
the determination. It is of note that one of the outstanding determinations relates to an appeal 
that will directly impact on approximately 350 others.

The TAC has informed me that these figures do not reflect the complexity of the appeals or 
the reasons for any possible delay. The TAC advises that hearings can be adjourned for a num-
ber of reasons to include the submission of further evidence, for further hearing at a later date, 
to await the outcome of Court proceedings etc., and of course for consideration by the Com-
missioner of the appeal prior to the determining of same. I am further advised that in certain 
circumstances, hearings or determination can take place in respect of part of an appeal; however 
the appeal will remain open until all issues are concluded. For these reasons, it is not possible 
for the TAC to estimate how many appeals it intends to hear in 2018. The TAC is seeking to 
increase its resources and facilities to allow it increase its output and in that regard my Depart-
ment is currently reviewing a recent request for additional resources from the TAC. 

I am informed that the TAC is increasingly conducting less formal hearings with a view to 
assisting all parties reach a settlement or agreement more expeditiously. These informal hear-
ings are also being used in order to facilitate the timely progression of appeals and where pos-
sible, to agree the main points prior to the formal hearing. In the last year, the TAC has arranged 
over 200 of these informal hearings which would have directly dealt with 826 individual ap-
peals, notwithstanding that the outcomes of these may have impacted upon other appeals also. 
Although some remain to take place, the TAC has been able to proceed with 135 informal hear-
ings in relation to 618 individual appeals. A number of these proposed informal hearings have 
had to be postponed or cancelled at the request of either the Office of the Revenue Commis-
sioners or the appellants. I am informed that it is the TAC’s intention to continue with informal 
hearings, where appropriate, during 2018. 

Following its establishment in 2016, I am informed that approximately 3,322 appeals trans-
ferred to the TAC, at various stages during 2016, from both the Office of the Revenue Commis-
sioners and the Office of the Appeal Commissioners. The TAC has further advised me that, as of 
30 January, it currently has approximately 3,648 appeals. This figure comprises of the following 
active appeals:
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- Active Appeals
 Appeals received 2016:  499 
 Appeals received 2017  1,475 
 Appeals received 2018  251 
 Legacy Appeals  968 
 Pre Establishment  305 
 Cases Stated  150 

27/02/2018WRH03300Fiscal Policy

27/02/2018WRH03400160. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the revised net fiscal space fig-
ures in view of the national development plan 2019 to 2023. [9367/18]

27/02/2018WRH03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Updated calculations of fiscal space 
will be published in the Summer Economic Statement 2018 that will be prepared following the 
publication by the European Commission of the required inputs to the calculation in conjunc-
tion with its Spring Economic Forecast. These forecasts will take account of all policy changes 
announced since Budget 2018, including the impact of the National Development Plan (NDP).  

However, the specific impact of the NDP out to 2021 on the Exchequer Borrowing Require-
ment (EBR) and on fiscal space, based on certain assumptions, is set out in the table.

The NDP announced four new funds that will begin operating from 2019. These are the 
Rural, Urban, Innovation and Climate Action Funds. The funds will be partly covered by an 
unallocated capital reserve in the first instance, leaving an additional cost, which will both pre-
commit unallocated fiscal space and worsen the EBR.

The net nominal EBR increase resulting from the three funds is set out in the last row of the 
following table:

New Funds, 
€ millions

2019 2020 2021

Rural                     55 80 80
Urban                  100 120 150
Innovation             20 30 40
TOTAL                175 230 270
Less Capital Reserve -98 -136 -94
Net Increase 77 94 176

As the Climate Action Fund, set out in the table below, will be funded from the National 
Oil Reserves Agency (NORA) levy, it will have no impact on Voted Expenditure or the EBR.

€ millions 2019 2020 2021
Climate Action Fund 20 30 40

In calculating the impact on net fiscal space under the Expenditure Benchmark, it is as-
sumed that both the Urban and Rural Funds will be recorded as gross fixed capital formation 
(i.e. subject to ‘capital smoothing’ over four years) and that the Innovation and Climate Action 
Funds will be treated as capital grants (i.e. not smoothed). A further assumption is that the fund-
ing from the capital reserve will offset the Rural and Urban Funds.

Should the operation of the funds change these assumptions then the figures below will need 
to be amended.



Questions - Written Answers

62

The cost, in fiscal space terms, of the four funds is therefore:

€ millions 2019 2020 2021
Fiscal Space Used 54 36 54

27/02/2018WRH03600Insurance Industry

27/02/2018WRH03700161. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status for insurance 
brokers that refunded persons as a result of the liquidation of a company (details supplied); the 
position these brokers have in relation to claims on the proceeds of the liquidation; the process 
these brokers should take; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9382/18]

27/02/2018WRH03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Setanta Insurance was placed into liq-
uidation by the Malta Financial Services Authority on 30 April 2014. As it was a Maltese incor-
porated company, the liquidation is being carried out under Maltese law.

My officials have been advised by the Liquidator that a portion of any refunds due to poli-
cyholders may be met from the proceeds of the distribution of Setanta’s assets on completion 
of the liquidation process. The Liquidator has also indicated that whether or not the brokers 
the Deputy refers to, have claims on the proceeds of the liquidation is a question of Maltese 
Insolvency Law and would depend on the agreements entered into between the brokers and the 
policyholders. 

Consequently, in order to fully clarify this matter, brokers should talk directly to the liquida-
tor.

27/02/2018WRJ00200Tax Code

27/02/2018WRJ00300162. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance the introduction date for the 
sugar sweetened drink tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9461/18]

27/02/2018WRJ00400163. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue per an-
num from the sugar sweetened drink tax from 2018 to 2021; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9462/18]

27/02/2018WRJ00500164. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance if consideration has been given 
to ring-fencing revenue from the sugar sweetened drink tax specifically for an obesity preven-
tion fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9463/18]

27/02/2018WRJ00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 162 
to 164, inclusive, together.

It is my intention to introduce the Sugar Sweetened Drinks Tax on 6 April 2018 which coin-
cides with the introduction of a similar tax being introduced in the UK on that date.

The estimated yield for 2018 is in the region of €30m with the yield for 2019 and subsequent 
years €40m per annum.  The yield could potentially decrease over time as consumers opt for 
cheaper non-tax products combined with continued industry reformulation.

Hypothecation is not a feature of the Irish tax system in general. The Department of Finance 
is opposed to the hypothecation of revenue funds as it reduces the flexibility of the Government 
to prioritise and allocate funds as necessary at a particular time.
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An annual budget is allocated to the Department of Health as part of the estimates process 
and that is assigned according to the needs within that Department, including in relation to 
measures to tackle the problem of obesity.

27/02/2018WRJ00900Bank Charges

27/02/2018WRJ01000165. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance the engagement he has had with 
banks in regard to persons accessing their statements without being charged. [9473/18]

27/02/2018WRJ01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): All credit institutions in Ireland are 
independent commercial entities and I have no statutory role in relation to the charges applied 
by credit instructions. Section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995 came into effect in May 
1996 and requires that credit institutions and bureaux de change notify the Central Bank if they 
wish to:

- Introduce any new customer ‘charge’ for providing a service, or

- Increase any existing customer ‘charge’ for providing a service. 

‘Service’ means any service provided by a credit institution to a customer in respect of the 
following:

- Making and receiving payments;

- Providing foreign exchange facilities;

- Providing and granting credit; or

- Maintaining and administrating transaction accounts.

Should a credit institution wish to impose a new charge or increase an existing charge 
(should an existing charge be in place) for a statement on an account falling within the defini-
tion of a service, that credit institution would require approval by the Central Bank, before 
imposing that charge on customers. 

All regulated entities are required to comply with the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection 
Code 2012 (the Code).  The Code provides that a regulated entity must ensure that in all its 
dealings with customers and within the context of its authorisation it makes full disclosure of all 
relevant material information, including all charges, in a way that seeks to inform the customer.  
The regulated entities ‘terms of business’ document as required by the Code must include a 
general statement of the charges imposed directly by the regulated entity.  Prior to providing 
a product or service to a consumer, a regulated entity must provide the consumer, on paper or 
another durable medium, with a breakdown of all charges which will be passed on to the con-
sumer.  A regulated entity must display in its public offices a schedule of their fees and charges, 
and this schedule must also be placed on its website.  

A regulated entity must inform a consumer that he or she may request statements to be 
provided on paper, and provide the statements if requested.  In relation to all term and notice 
deposit accounts with a balance in excess of €20, a credit institution must provide the consumer 
with an annual statement.  An annual statement must also be provided for loans and investment 
products.

27/02/2018WRJ01200Tax Rebates
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27/02/2018WRJ01300166. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare is due a repayment on taxable income for the past four years. [9496/18]

27/02/2018WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the per-
son in question has received reviews for the tax years 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017. 

The reviews confirmed that there was no tax refundable in respect of 2014, 2015 and 2016. 
The review in respect of 2017 confirmed that a refund of tax is due, which will issue to the 
person in the coming days.

27/02/2018WRJ01500Departmental Budgets

27/02/2018WRJ01600167. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his Department’s capital al-
location in each of the years from 2018 to 2022; and the areas to which funds will be allocated 
in each of those years. [9519/18]

27/02/2018WRJ01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The recently launched National Devel-
opment Plan 2018-2024 contains the relevant information for the Deputy in pages 98 and 104, 
which outlines the allocation for the years in question under the Department of Finance Vote 
Group.

27/02/2018WRJ01800Tax Code

27/02/2018WRJ01900168. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated savings from the 
non-indexation of tax bands and credits in each of the years 2018 to 2022. [9528/18]

27/02/2018WRJ02000169. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
each of the tax bands and tax credits would increase by if they were indexed in each of the years 
from 2018 to 2022. [9529/18]

27/02/2018WRJ02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 168 
and 169 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the Programme for Partnership Government 2016, indicates that 
the income tax system will not be indexed. As part of the preparations for Budget 2018, it was 
estimated that the Exchequer yield from non-indexation of the income tax system would be in 
the region of €0.6 billion on a full year basis.   

It is important to point out that the calculation of non-indexation of the income tax system 
for 2018 was prepared on the basis of the following technical assumptions: 

1. The projected increase in non-agricultural wages in 2018 of 3.1%.   

2. The Revenue Commissioners Pre-Budget 2018 Ready Reckoner.

As the Deputy will appreciate, my Department has projected wage growth only out to 2021 
for Budget 2018.  In addition, I am advised by Revenue that Tax Ready Reckoners beyond 2018 
are not available. However, it is not expected that the full year yield for the Exchequer from 
non-indexation of the income tax system beyond 2018 would change significantly from the €0.6 
billion stated above.    

Furthermore, I am advised by Revenue that the Post-Budget 2018 Ready Reckoner, avail-
able at: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf, shows 
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on page 10 the cost to the Exchequer of a 1% indexation of a number of credits and bands in 
2018.  Further changes can be estimated on a pro-rata basis from the information shown.

27/02/2018WRJ02300Tax Code

27/02/2018WRJ02400170. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to a recent ruling by the British tax authorities, which have found against persons who work 
for an organisation (details supplied) that uses contracting companies to avoid tax; and if the 
Revenue Commissioners are investigating persons who work for television broadcasters here 
in the same manner. [9546/18]

27/02/2018WRJ02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The use of intermediary-type structures 
is becoming more prevalent as a means of providing labour.  At its simplest, an individual who 
might otherwise be engaged as an employee by the end-user of his or her services provides 
the services to the end-user through an intermediary.  Typically the intermediary used in such 
circumstances is a company.  The company can take the form of a personal services company 
(PSC), with only one worker who is also a director.  The company earns all, or almost all, of its 
income from supplying the services of the worker/director to the end user.  A variation on the 
PSC arrangement is a managed service company (MSC), which supplies the services of more 
than one individual.

I understand that the UK tax authority, HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) has recently 
been successful in the appeal case referred to by the Deputy. This appeal was taken by an inter-
mediary company which had a contract with a television company in relation to the provision 
of the services of a journalist.

The appeal case related to a charge to tax and national insurance contributions arising un-
der specific UK tax and social security legislation relating to the supply of a person’s services 
through an intermediary.  In summary, Chapter 8 of the Income Tax (Earnings and Pensions) 
Act, 2003 and the Social Security Contributions (Intermediaries) Regulations 2000 provide 
that where the services of an individual are supplied through an intermediary to an end-user in 
certain circumstances, the intermediary company is required to treat all payments and benefits, 
including for example dividends, made to that individual as employment earnings and to de-
duct and remit PAYE income tax and national insurance contributions accordingly. Those cir-
cumstances are where the individual would be regarded for income tax and national insurance 
purposes as an employee of the end-user if the services were provided under a contract directly 
between the end-user and the individual. 

I am advised by Revenue that we have no comparable legislation in Ireland governing the 
taxation of individuals engaged through intermediary companies.  As a consequence, there is no 
basis for Revenue to seek to ignore contractual arrangements entered into by such a company 
and to apply the tax treatment that gave rise to the appeal.

In relation to the question of an investigation or audit, I am further advised by Revenue that 
it cannot comment on matters relating to any specific identified taxpayer or narrowly defined 
group of taxpayers.  However, in the absence of legislation similar to that referred to above, 
there is no statutory basis for Revenue to take the approach that gave rise to the recent UK ap-
peal.

In January I, along with my colleague, the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection, published a report informed by the public consultation on the use of intermediary-
type structures and self-employment arrangements. The consultation invited submissions on 
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possible measures to address the loss to the Exchequer that may arise under various scenarios 
including where an individual, who would otherwise be an employee of an end user, provide his 
or her services to that end user through an intermediary vehicle.

The report concludes that the major part of the Exchequer loss is attributable to the much 
lower social insurance contribution payable by self-employed individuals as compared with 
aggregate total social insurance contribution paid by and in respect of employees.  It therefore 
recommends that the most effective step to take is to consider reducing the differential in social 
insurance rates.  

The report also examined options to address this challenge by providing that, in certain 
circumstances where an individual is engaged through an intermediary and that engagement 
bears the characteristics of dependent employment by the end user of the person’s services, 
that end-user would be required to deduct income tax and PRSI under the PAYE system. The 
report recommended that such proposals should be further explored and would have potential 
to reduce the scope for aggressive tax planning.  

I am examining these recommendations along with my colleague, the Minister for Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protection.

27/02/2018WRJ02600Motor Insurance Costs

27/02/2018WRJ02700171. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Finance the steps being 
taken to address the exceptionally high motor insurance premiums being charged to returning 
emigrants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9579/18]

27/02/2018WRJ02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to review individual cases as to the 
pricing level or terms or conditions that should apply in such cases.  

However, I wish to inform the Deputy that issues faced by returned emigrants, both from 
EU and non-EU countries, featured prominently in the Cost of Insurance Working Group’s ex-
amination of the motor insurance sector.  Accordingly, Recommendation 6 of the Report on the 
Cost of Motor Insurance aims to address the problems faced by this category of drivers.  Pursu-
ant to this recommendation, a protocol has been agreed between the Department and Insurance 
Ireland under which insurance companies have committed to accepting the driving experience 
returning emigrants gained while abroad, when the driver has had previous driving experience 
in Ireland.  The guiding principle of the protocol is to ensure that a returning emigrant is not 
treated any differently to any other driver subject to their ability to demonstrate, and the insur-
ance company to verify, continuous driving experience and the normal acceptance criteria of 
the company.  What this means is that the returning emigrant will not be disadvantaged from 
spending time abroad.  Furthermore, under the protocol insurance companies will not distin-
guish between countries on the basis of which side of the road driving takes place therein or, 
indeed, whether the country is a member of the EU or not.

In addition to the above, insurance companies have agreed to provide relevant and helpful 
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information on their websites to make it easier for consumers to understand the implications of 
their move abroad from a motor insurance perspective.  As part of this exercise, they will out-
line what people need to do under a number of different circumstances depending on the length 
of time they intend being away from Ireland. 

Insurance Ireland submitted a report on the implementation of this recommendation to the 
Department of Finance on 22 December 2017.  This report confirmed that Insurance Ireland 
members have agreed to publish the wording of the agreed protocol on their company websites 
and any other forms of social media, in addition to providing training for staff who can work 
through issues with emigrants before they leave, whilst they are out of the country and when 
they return to Ireland.  The stated intention is “to resolve any issues well before they arise and 
for the consumer to be aware of the considerations when moving abroad”.  The wording of the 
agreed protocol is also available on the Insurance Ireland website. 

The report also outlines some sample cases which demonstrate how the rolling-out of the 
protocol has already led to disputed cases being resolved to the benefit of returning emigrants, 
and provides figures indicating that the number of such cases being processed under the De-
clined Cases Agreement is decreasing.

If, however, a returning emigrant is unable to secure a motor insurance quotation on the 
open market, they may be in a position to avail of the Declined Cases Agreement process, and 
the relevant contact details are: declined@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761914.  More generally, 
Insurance Ireland operates a free Insurance Information Service for those who have queries, 
complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance, which can be accessed at feed-
back@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761820.

27/02/2018WRJ02900Tax Exemptions

27/02/2018WRJ03000172. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Finance the status of an application for the 
transfer of residence relief for vehicle registration tax by a person (details supplied); if he will 
request the Revenue Commissioners to examine the evidence provided to sanction the applica-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9592/18]

27/02/2018WRJ03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that exemp-
tion from Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) has been granted to the person in question.

The exemption was granted on foot of further supporting documentation, which was pro-
vided to Revenue on 22 February 2018.

27/02/2018WRJ03200Loan Books Purchasers

27/02/2018WRJ03300173. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of a restructuring 
arrangement entered into by a person with the original lender in the event of the loan being sold 
to an unregulated loan owner; the position that applies if the restructuring arrangement expires 
or has a review clause during the tenure of the ownership of the unregulated loan owner; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9642/18]

27/02/2018WRJ03400174. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of a restructuring 
arrangement entered into by a commercial borrower, such as an SME, with its original lender 
in the event of the loan being sold to an unregulated loan owner; the position that applies if the 
restructuring arrangement expires or has a review clause during the tenure of the ownership of 
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the unregulated loan owner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9643/18]

27/02/2018WRJ03500193. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the requirements on regu-
lated and unregulated loan owners to engage with small and medium sized enterprises, farm-
ers or other commercial borrowers with a view to debt restructuring; the regulatory status of 
requirements or targets in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10140/18]

27/02/2018WRJ03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 173, 
174 and 193 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the transfer of a loan from one entity to another does not 
change the terms of the contract or the borrower’s rights and obligations under the original 
contract. This is so regardless of the regulatory status of the entities.

The Central Bank of Ireland’s SME Lending Regulations (the Regulations) came into effect 
and apply to regulated entities from 1 July 2016 and credit unions from 1 January 2017. The 
Regulations address the procedures for dealing with arrears, set out policy for financial difficul-
ties, provision of standard information for borrowers in financial difficulties and how to com-
municate with borrowers in financial difficulties for micro and small enterprises.

The Regulations introduce specific requirements for regulated lenders (and credit servicing 
firms where relevant), including:

- Giving SME borrowers greater transparency around the application process;

- Providing SME borrowers with reasons for declining credit, in writing, that are specific to 
their application;

- Providing greater protections for guarantors;

- Contacting SME borrowers who have been in arrears for 15 working days;

- Warning SME borrowers if they are in danger of being classified as not co-operating; and

- Expanding the grounds for appeal and setting up an internal appeals panel.

The Central Bank has published a short guide for SMEs and guarantors on the protections 
available for them under the Regulations which is available on the Central Bank website.

The SME Regulations apply to all regulated financial services providers providing credit to 
SMEs in Ireland. By virtue of the Credit Servicing Act, this means these protections also apply 
where the loan was granted by a regulated entity but has since been transferred to an unregu-
lated entity, and is being serviced by a credit servicing firm.

27/02/2018WRK00200Mortgage Data

27/02/2018WRK00300175. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of the 2,329 re-
structured PDH mortgages in the Central Bank mortgage arrears statistics for the quarter ended 
30 September 2017 owned by unregulated loan owners in which the restructure was entered 
into by the unregulated loan owner as distinct from the unregulated loan owner inheriting a 
restructure entered into between the borrower and the previous loan owner; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9644/18]

27/02/2018WRK00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank of Ireland that their Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions Statistics collect the number of 



27 February 2018

69

new restructured accounts per quarter, (including new restructures and further modifications 
of existing restructures), as well as the stock of restructured account.  The Central Bank have 
stated that it is not possible to split restructures out between those inherited and those imple-
mented by the new loan owners.

27/02/2018WRK00500Mortgage Data

27/02/2018WRK00600176. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of the 449 re-
structured BTL mortgages in the Central Bank mortgage arrears statistics for the quarter ended 
30 September 2017 owned by unregulated loan owners in which the restructure was entered 
into by the unregulated loan owner as distinct from the unregulated loan owner inheriting a 
restructure entered into between the borrower and the previous loan owner; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9645/18]

27/02/2018WRK00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been advised by the Central 
Bank of Ireland that their Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions Statistics collect the number of 
new restructured accounts per quarter, (including new restructures and further modifications of 
existing restructures), as well as the stock of restructured account.  However, the Central Bank 
have stated that it is not possible to split restructures out between those inherited and those 
implemented by the new loan owners.

27/02/2018WRK00800European Financial Forum

27/02/2018WRK00900177. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on his 
address to the European Financial Forum on 31 January 2018. [7228/18]

27/02/2018WRK01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The third annual European Financial 
Forum (EFF) was held on 31 January 2018 in Dublin Castle under the heading of “Building 
a New Future for International Financial Services”.  The event, which was hosted by my col-
league Minister of State for Financial Services and Insurance Michael D’Arcy TD, is now in its 
third year and is a key deliverable as part of the Government’s International Financial Services 
2020 (IFS2020) Strategy. The organisation and execution of the Forum is the responsibility of 
IDA Ireland, with input where required from Departments and agencies as part of IFS2020.

The international financial services (IFS) industry is an important pillar of the Irish econ-
omy, directly employing over 42,000 people across the country. The employment is a mix of 
those working for international firms that have chosen to locate activities in Ireland and indig-
enous Irish firms that export internationally traded financial services.

The current Government Strategy for the IFS sector, IFS2020, was developed in 2015 to 
address the challenges of growing the sector at a time of unprecedented change. The IFS2020 
Strategy is led by Minister D’Arcy with the purpose of protecting and growing employment in 
IFS companies in the IDA and Enterprise Ireland portfolio. The vision of IFS2020 is for Ire-
land to be the location of choice for specialist international financial services, building on our 
strengths in talent, technology, innovation and excellent client services, while focusing on cap-
turing new opportunities in a changing market and embracing the highest forms of governance.

The EFF 2018 was a tremendous success with over 700 domestic and international del-
egates in attendance. The core function of the event is to promote Ireland as a location for IFS. 
This is achieved by bringing together the leading organisations in the public and private sector 
to discuss the future of the European financial system. In doing so, the Forum highlights the 
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commitment of the Government of Ireland to the European project and the range of IFS activi-
ties that are carried out from here. The Forum also highlights the commitment of the Govern-
ment of Ireland to the sector and the partnership approach it adopts with industry to grow the 
sector in Dublin and throughout the country.

The 2018 Forum was opened by An Taoiseach and featured keynote addresses from Philip 
Lane; Governor of the Central Bank of Ireland, Colm Kelleher; President of Morgan Stanley, 
and Benoît Cœuré; Member of the Executive Board of the European Central Bank to name a 
few.

As part of the Forum, I had the pleasure of delivering a keynote closing address and hav-
ing an on-stage conversation alongside Valdis Dombrovskis, Vice-President for the Euro and 
Social Dialogue, also in charge of Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capital Markets 
Union at the European Commission. This provided the opportunity for both the Vice President 
and I to share our perspectives on the policy and regulatory developments impacting financial 
services in Europe today and in the year ahead. It was particularly notable as the Vice President 
delivered his first public remarks on the final report of the High Level Expert Group on Sus-
tainable Finance, an area of key importance for the future of finance. Ireland offers a unique 
blend of expertise and a proven track record in the area of green and sustainable finance, with a 
globally-recognised cluster of talent in renewable energy finance and experience in green asset 
management, and I welcomed the Vice President’s statement.

The European Financial Forum, as a Government-led initiative, is a unique event that is 
emerging as a fixture in the international media. Having the Forum as an annual event serves 
as a focal point for the work of the IFS2020 strategy and provides a platform to respond to sig-
nificant events such as Brexit.

Preliminary planning for the 2019 Forum is currently underway, led once again by IDA Ire-
land. We hope that the 2019 EFF will build on the continued success of the EFF as a showcase 
for Ireland’s financial services environment and Ireland as a location for high-quality invest-
ment.

27/02/2018WRK01100Motor Insurance Claims

27/02/2018WRK01200178. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the status of claimants in 
respect of a company (details supplied); when they can expect to receive 100% of claims as an-
nounced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9784/18]

27/02/2018WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Setanta was placed into liquidation 
by the Malta Financial Services Authority on 30 April 2014.  As it was a Maltese incorporated 
company, the liquidation is being carried out under Maltese law.

The Deputy will be aware that under the Insurance Act 1964, as amended, monies may be 
paid out of the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF), with the approval of the High Court, in 
relation to an insolvent insurer, to meet claims up to a limit of 65% or €825,000 of the claim, 
whichever is the lesser.

The Deputy will also be aware of my decision in principle that the State will ensure that Se-
tanta third party claimants are compensated in full, which was announced on 30 January. The 
Department of Finance is now working through the detailed arrangements to implement this 
decision, which is likely to require legislative change.  In this regard, the next step is to give 
consideration as to whether there is any state aid or other legal issue associated with the pro-
posed approach.  The Department is currently working with the Attorney General’s Office on 
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this issue and once the position is clarified I can give an indication of the likely timeline for pay-
ment, including the payment of the additional 35% to those who have settled their claims and 
have already received compensation of 65% of their claim subject to the limit outlined above.

The liquidator for Setanta Insurance has informed me that as of 31 December 2017, there 
are 1,577 active claims, of these 573 claimants have been paid compensation from the ICF sub-
ject to the 65%/€825,000 limit.

No date has been fixed for the next payment from the ICF, but the Liquidator has informed 
me that preparatory work is underway in respect of some 275 claims to the value of c €5.8m, 
with a view to the Accountant to the High Court making an application before the end of March. 
These  payments will be paid subject to 65%/€825,000 limit. 

It is important to note that only claims which have been settled can be included in applica-
tions to the High Court for payment from the ICF. The process of settling claims is still ongoing 
and is subject in some cases to complex negotiations between all relevant parties. It is hoped 
that by the State taking steps to ensure that third party claimants are compensated in full, this 
will encourage the settlement of all outstanding claims as quickly as possible.

27/02/2018WRK01400World Economic Forum

27/02/2018WRK01500179. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Finance the cost to his Department 
of attending the World Economic Forum at Davos in 2018; the costs incurred by travel, ac-
commodation, attendance fees and other items; the names of those that attended paid for by his 
Department; the individual costs attached to each and all other sundry costs; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9804/18]

27/02/2018WRK01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Details of costs incurred to date by 
my Department for attendance at the World Economic Forum in Davos are set out in the table 
below. It is not possible to provide a final figure at this stage as a number of outstanding costs 
have yet to be charged to my Department.   

Delegate Accommodation Flights Sundry and Subsis-
tence 

Minister Paschal   
Donohoe, TD

€1,032.39 Government   Jet*  €30

Nicholas   O’Brien, 
Assistant Secretary

€211.71 €1,232.06  €282

Michelle   O’Connor, 
Private Secretary

€211.71 €1,232.06 €89.93

Deborah   Sweeney, 
Special Adviser

€211.71 €413.98 €419.27

*As I travelled from Dublin to Zurich (return) on the Government Jet, an administration 
charge of €20 was incurred on the cancellation of a commercial flight. 

27/02/2018WRK01700Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears

27/02/2018WRK01800180. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there is a requirement on 
an unregulated loan owner to set out in writing the reasons for refusing a proposal to restructure 
a mortgage loan made by the regulated credit servicing firm; and if he will make a statement on 



Questions - Written Answers

72

the matter. [9839/18]

27/02/2018WRK01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the Central Bank of 
Ireland that most loan agreements include a clause that allows the original lender to sell the 
loan on to another firm.  The Central Bank has no jurisdiction over unregulated third parties 
and, consequently, has no power to either impose requirements on or investigate the activities 
of such unregulated loan owners.  

Regulated credit servicing firms are firms who manage or administer loans on behalf of the 
unregulated firm and such firms must act in accordance with the requirements of Irish financial 
services law that applies to ‘regulated financial service providers’, such as the Central Bank’s 
Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears.  Again, however, the requirements of the CCMA only 
apply to the regulated firm and not the unregulated loan owner. Therefore, an unregulated loan 
owner is not required by the Central Bank to provide the reasons, in writing, for refusing a pro-
posal to restructure a mortgage loan made by the regulated credit servicing firm.

However, Section 45 of the CCMA states that in relation to regulated firms:

If a lender does not offer a borrower an alternative repayment arrangement, for example, 
where it is concluded that the mortgage is not sustainable and an alternative repayment arrange-
ment is unlikely to be appropriate, the lender must provide the reasons, on paper or another 
durable medium, to the borrower. In these circumstances, the lender must inform the borrower 
of the following:

a) other options available to the borrower, such as voluntary surrender, trading down, mort-
gage to rent or voluntary sale and the implications of each option for the borrower; and his/her 
mortgage loan account including:

(i) an estimate of associated costs or charges where known and, where not known, a list of 
the associated costs or charges;

(ii) the requirement to repay outstanding arrears, if this is the case,

(iii) the anticipated impact on the borrower’s credit rating, and

(iv) the importance of seeking independent advice in relation to these options;

b) the borrower’s right to appeal the decision of the lender not to offer an alternative repay-
ment arrangement to the lender’s Appeals Board;

c) that the borrower is now outside the MARP and that the protections of the MARP no 
longer apply; 

d) that legal proceedings may commence three months from the date the letter is issued or 
eight months from the date the arrears arose, whichever date is later, and that, irrespective of 
how the property is repossessed and disposed of, the borrower will remain liable for the out-
standing debt, including any accrued interest, charges, legal, selling and other related costs, if 
this is the case;

e) that the borrower should notify the lender if his/her circumstances improve;

f) the importance of seeking independent legal and/or financial advice;

g) the borrower’s right to consult with a Personal Insolvency Practitioner;

h) the address of any website operated by the Insolvency Service of Ireland which provides 
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information to borrowers on the processes under the Personal Insolvency Act 2012; and

i) that a copy of the most recent standard financial statement completed by the borrower is 
available on request.

27/02/2018WRK02000VAT Rate Application

27/02/2018WRK02100181. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the status of discussions at 
European Union level to designate defibrillators at a zero rate of VAT; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9840/18]

27/02/2018WRK02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Programme for Partnership Gov-
ernment recognises the difficulties faced by community groups in relation to VAT rates on 
certain products such as defibrillators. This is an EU competency and the Government has com-
mitted to work with our EU counterparts in seeking to reform this area. 

Defibrillators, other than implantable defibrillators, are liable to VAT at the standard rate, 
which in Ireland is 23%. Parts or accessories are also liable to VAT at the standard rate. There is 
no provision under existing VAT law that would make it possible to apply a reduced rate or zero 
rate to the supply of such products. Under the EU VAT Directive, Member States may retain the 
zero rate on goods and services which were in place on 1 January 1991, but cannot extend the 
zero rate to new goods and services. As such a zero rate cannot be applied to defibrillators. Any 
changes to VAT rates outside of what is currently permitted by the EU VAT Directive must be 
negotiated at EU technical working groups and ultimately agreed by the EU Council of Finance 
Ministers.

As part of the Action Plan on the future of VAT launched on 7 April 2016, which sets out 
the Commission’s pathway for modernising the VAT system, the EU Commission published its 
proposal on the structure of VAT rates on January 18, 2018. Technical and political discussions 
have commenced at EU Council among all Member States and as these discussions progress 
Ireland will take the opportunity to continue to recommend that Member States should be able 
to apply specialised VAT rating to defibrillators and other emergency-medical and rescue equip-
ment.

In advance of any change that might be made at EU level to the VAT rating of defibrillators 
and other products that pose difficulty for community groups, I am happy to draw your attention 
to the Budget 2018 announcement of a VAT compensation refund scheme, which will compen-
sate charities for the VAT they occur on their inputs, in recognition of the work undertaken by 
the charities sector.  

The scheme will take effect from 1 January 2018 but will be paid one year in arrears. That 
is, charities may make a claim in 2019 for VAT costs arising in 2018. Charities will be entitled 
to a proportion of VAT based on the level of non-public funding they receive. A capped fund of 
€5 million will be available to the scheme in 2019. The Government is committed to supporting 
community groups and we will continue to press for a reduction in the VAT rate on defibrillators 
at EU level.

27/02/2018WRK02300VAT Rate Application

27/02/2018WRK02400182. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if the feasibility of charity 
organisations purchasing defibrillators on behalf of various community groups such as the com-



Questions - Written Answers

74

munity first responders will be examined in view of the new VAT compensation refund scheme 
which will compensate charities for the VAT they incur; if this saving can then be passed on to 
the community first responder network; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9841/18]

27/02/2018WRK02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In line with my Budget 2018 announce-
ment, a VAT compensation scheme for charities will be introduced in 2019 in respect of VAT 
expenses incurred in 2018. Charities will be entitled to a refund of a proportion of their VAT 
costs based on the level of non-public funding they receive, up to a total capped fund of €5m. 

Work on the introduction of this scheme has been commenced by officials of my Department 
and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners. While the high level principles of the scheme 
were published on my Department’s website on Budget Day, the wider parameters of the op-
eration of the scheme need to be agreed, so that guidelines for charities can be published along 
with the Ministerial Order underpinning the scheme. Until such time as the wider parameters 
of the scheme have been fully agreed, and guidelines have been published, it is not possible to 
comment on the feasibility of the different ways the scheme may potentially express itself.

27/02/2018WRK02600Financial Institutions Levy

27/02/2018WRK02700183. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount paid by each 
regulated credit servicing firm to the Central Bank by way of regulatory fees since these firms 
were first recognised, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9855/18]

27/02/2018WRK02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the Central Bank of 
Ireland that due to its obligations to maintain confidentiality, it is not possible to set out the levy 
rates payable by individual firms in any sector. 

The levy rates payable by firms in the credit servicing sector during the relevant period are 
set out in the table below provided by the Central Bank.  

Year Levy   
€)

2015 8,454
2016 18,205
2017 35,067

27/02/2018WRK02900Financial Institutions Levy

27/02/2018WRK03000184. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount paid by each 
licensed credit institution to the Central Bank by way of regulatory fees, in each of the years 
since 2014, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9856/18]

27/02/2018WRK03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the Central Bank of 
Ireland that due to its obligations to maintain confidentiality, it is not possible to set out the levy 
rates payable by individual firms in any sector. However, the basis on which levies payable by 
credit institutions  (in this case referring only to banks, not credit unions) have been calculated 
in each of the years specified is set out below.

2017 - New Methodology to Calculate Funding Levies for Banks

Following a Consultation Process (CP108 – New Methodology to Calculate Funding Lev-
ies), the Central Bank has, in 2017, implemented a new methodology for the calculation of lev-
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ies payable by credit institutions. This new calculation is similar to that used by the European 
Central Bank.  It takes into account the size and risk of credit institutions, the Central Bank’s 
role in their supervision within the Single Supervisory Mechanism but also reflects the Central 
Bank’s consumer protection, anti-money laundering and financial stability mandates. The new 
methodology eliminates the cliff effects of the previous levy methodology. Banks with the abil-
ity to have the greatest impact on financial stability and consumers will continue to be levied in 
a proportionate manner to the level of supervision undertaken by the Central Bank.  

Category A1 entities (comprising sub-categories A1a and A1b  ) 

These entities will fund 80 per cent of the annual funding charge for credit institutions.

- 10 per cent of this amount will be recovered from A1a and A1b   credit institutions, split 
equally amongst them (the minimum levy).

- The remaining 90 per cent (the variable levy) will be allocated between category A1   
banks in proportion to their size and importance (as measured by Total Assets) and risk profile 
(as measured by Total Risk Weighted Exposure Amount). 

The above levy calculations will take account of the agreed recovery rates of 100 per cent 
for the ELG Scheme Institutions (sub-category A1a) and 65 per cent for other credit institu-
tions (sub-category A1b ) resulting in minimum levies in 2017 for A1a credit institutions of 
€386,458 and A1b credit institutions of €251,198.  Individual credit institution levies will then 
be adjusted for:

(i) external costs related to pre-inquiry work related to the investigation of legacy issues; 
and

(ii) levies over recovered in 2016.

Category A2 entities 

These entities will fund 20 per cent of the annual funding charge for credit institutions be-
fore adjustment for

(i) external costs related to pre-inquiry work related to the investigation of legacy issues, 
and

(ii) levies over recovered in 2016.

- 10 per cent of this amount (the minimum levy - €12,560 in 2017) will be recovered from 
all category A2   banks, split equally amongst them. 

- The remaining 90 per cent (the variable levy) will be allocated between sub-category A2a   
banks in proportion to their size and importance (as measured by Total Assets) and risk profile 
(as measured by Total Risk Weighted Exposure Amount).

Individual levy amounts will then be calculated taking account of the agreed recovery rate 
of 65 per cent, before applying an adjustment in respect of levies over recovered in 2016.

Non-retail EEA branches (sub-category A2b ) will only be subject to the minimum fee com-
ponent of the above methodology.]

2013 to 2016 - Old Methodology to Calculate Funding Levies for Banks

Between 2013 and 2016 the amount of the Industry Funding Levy payable by a credit 
institution to the Central Bank was determined by its type and impact categorisation under 
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PRISM[4]  .  The table below sets out the levy rates applicable during the period requested.  It 
must, of course, be remembered that credit institutions which had previously been admitted to 
the Credit Institutions (Eligible Liabilities Guarantee) Scheme 2009 and their subsidiaries that 
are Credit Institutions authorised under Irish legislation were required to fund 100 per cent of 
the cost of their regulation while other credit institutions were required to fund 50 per cent of 
the cost of their regulation.

In addition, relevant credit institutions were also required to fully fund the cost of any exter-
nal reviews of those institutions which were carried out during the period under review.

Credit 
Institution 
Type & 
Year

Ultra High 
Impact 
(€)

High Im-
pact 
(€)

Medium 
High Im-
pact 
(€)

Medium 
Low Im-
pact
(€)

Low Im-
pact (€)

Branch/ 
Freedom 
of Services 
(€)

A1a
2014 4,514,457 2,048,435 N/A N/A N/A N/A
2015 7,809,447 3,543,536 N/A N/A N/A N/A
2016 9,979,995 4,528,422 N/A N/A N/A N/A

A1b
2014 N/A 1,117,385 255,490 50,790 21,038 N/A
2015 N/A 1,645,681 376,285 74,804 23,751 N/A
2016 N/A 1,925,477 440,261 87,522 N/A N/A

A2/A3
2014 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 15,778
2015 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 17,814
2016 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 21,020
A5 (First 
introduced 
in 2016)
2016 N/A N/A 440,261 N/A N/A N/A
 Single Resolution Fund:

Further to the above, the Central Bank of Ireland, on behalf of the Single Resolution Board 
(“SRB”), collects contributions from credit institutions (i.e. banks) for the Single Resolution 
Fund (“SRF”). The SRF was established on 1 January 2016, pursuant to the Single Resolution 
Mechanism Regulation (EU) No. 806/2016 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
15 July 2014. An institutions annual levy is calculated in accordance with the methodology set 
out in the Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/63 of 21 October 2014. The resolution 
levies that the Central Bank collects from licensed credit institutions do not fall within the remit 
of a regulatory fee. The purpose of the resolution fund is to facilitate the use of resolution tools, 
not to pay for the cost of regulation.  

Irish credit institutions contributed the following amounts to the SRF:

2016 -   €97,138,094

2017 -   €95,216,210

Further information on the Central Bank’s Annual Industry Funding Levy can be found 
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at: https://www.centralbank.ie/regulation/how-we-regulate/fees-levies/industry-funding-levy/
guidance

27/02/2018WRK03200Vehicle Registration

27/02/2018WRK03300185. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if there is a process to be fol-
lowed before a vehicle can be confiscated (details supplied); the details of this process; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9980/18]

27/02/2018WRK03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that vehicles, 
in respect of which certain offences relating to Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) are committed, 
are liable to forfeiture and may be seized. The offences in question include evasion of VRT, fail-
ure to pay VRT, and being in possession of an unregistered vehicle unless the person concerned 
is an authorised person or the vehicle has an exemption.

Revenue’s approach to enforcement of the law relating to VRT is that each situation where 
a failure to comply with the relevant legal requirements is detected is dealt with in a manner 
that is fair and proportionate in the circumstances of the particular case. In certain instances, a 
warning will be given or a VRT Demand Notice issued. In other cases, however, such as where 
it is established that the vehicle has been in the State more than 30 days without being regis-
tered, the vehicle would be seized. Revenue may release a vehicle after seizure, in situations, 
for example, where the detected offence is a first offence and the person concerned agrees to 
pay a compromise penalty.

If a vehicle is not released following seizure, the person concerned may, if he or she con-
siders that there are grounds for doing so, serve on Revenue, within a month, a notice of claim 
indicating the reasons why it is considered that the vehicle is not liable to forfeiture.

If a notice of claim is received from the person concerned, Revenue may, if they consider 
that the vehicle should not be released, take Court proceedings to have it declared to be for-
feited.

 If a notice of claim is not received from the person concerned, the vehicle is deemed to have 
been condemned as forfeited.

27/02/2018WRK03500Vehicle Registration

27/02/2018WRK03600186. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if a vehicle can be taxed as a 
commercial vehicle (details supplied); if he will request the Revenue Commissioners to exam-
ine documentation regarding same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9988/18]

27/02/2018WRK03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that vehicles 
classed as ‘EU category N1’ are taxed as commercial vehicles. 

Revenue has also confirmed to me that tests undertaken by the National Standards Author-
ity of Ireland (NSAI), which is the relevant competent authority, have determined that vehicles 
similar to the type presented by the person in question do not meet the necessary criteria to be 
classed as ‘EU category N1’. 

A person who has paid a Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) charge may appeal the Revenue 
determination on the classification within two months of the decision date. Information on the 
VRT appeals process is available at https://www.revenue.ie/en/importing-vehicles-duty-free-



Questions - Written Answers

78

allowances/guide-to-vrt/appeals/index.aspx.

27/02/2018WRK03800Financial Services Regulation

27/02/2018WRK03900187. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the regulatory differences 
between a licensed credit institution and other financial institutions, for example, credit servic-
ing firms, debt management firms and retail credit firms; the differences in regulatory powers 
granted to the Central Bank between licensed credit institutions and other financial institutions, 
for example, credit servicing firms, debt management firms and retail credit firms; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9994/18]

27/02/2018WRK04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to advise the Deputy that a suite 
of European legislation underpins the regulation and supervision of licensed credit institutions 
(licensed under section 9 of the Central Bank Act 1971).

In relation to credit servicing firms, debt management firms and retail credit firms these are 
all domestic regulatory regimes (without an EU law underpinning).

In all of the above instances the harmonised powers of the Central Bank contained in the 
Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 will be available to the Central Bank 
depending on the circumstances.

The Central bank codes apply in all cases.

27/02/2018WRL00200Banking Sector Data

27/02/2018WRL00300188. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the latest non-performing 
loan to gross loan percentage for PDH and BTL mortgages, respectively, for each of the State 
supported banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9995/18]

27/02/2018WRL00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the deputy is aware neither AIB or 
PTSB have as yet reported their results for the full year 2017.  However as at the 30th June 
2017 the non performing loan ratio for each of the banks, based on the EBA definition of non-
performing exposures, was AIB 18.9% and PTSB 28%.  Based on the narrower definition of 
impaired loans, AIB also reported a ratio of 12.2%.

27/02/2018WRL00500Fuel Sales

27/02/2018WRL00600189. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the VAT and carbon tax 
rates and rules on the sale of solid fuels here; the way in which they differ to the rates and rules 
in Northern Ireland; his views on whether persons here are purchasing large amounts of solid 
fuel from suppliers in Northern Ireland as a result of the differences; the amount of solid fuels 
sold over the Border in 2017, by tonne and value; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9996/18]

27/02/2018WRL00700190. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the level of co-operation 
between the Revenue Commissioners and the tax authorities in Northern Ireland; the mecha-
nisms in place to deal with potential tax compliance issues in either jurisdiction; if the Revenue 
Commissioners and the tax authorities in Northern Ireland have consulted with each other in 
relation to potential compliance issues with VAT, carbon tax and the sale of hard fuels between 
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both jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9997/18]

27/02/2018WRL00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 189 
and 190 together.

Carbon tax is a charge on fossil fuels based on the amount of carbon dioxide emitted from 
the fuel on combustion.  When first introduced in Budget 2010 the tax applied to certain oil 
and gas fuels used for motor or heating purposes and was charged at a rate of €15 per tonne of 
carbon dioxide emitted from the fuel concerned.  In 2013 a carbon tax on solid fuels was intro-
duced at an initial rate of €10 per tonne.  In 2014, the rate for all carbon charges was increased 
to €20 per tonne of carbon dioxide emitted.

The application of Carbon tax on solid fuel was delayed until 2013 to allow for the intro-
duction of a regulatory framework covering the marketing, sale, distribution and burning of 
solid fuels in the State and setting out particular environmental standards for coal supplied in 
the State. This framework was required to counter potential large scale sourcing of coal from 
Northern Ireland, where lower sulphur standards apply.   

Since its introduction in 2010 to the end of 2017, Carbon tax receipts amounted to almost 
€2.9bn.   These figures include receipts from Solid Fuel Carbon tax of €91.6m from 2013 to 
2017. Further information on Carbon tax receipts is published on the Revenue statistics website 
at: 

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/excise/receipts-
volume-and-proce/excise-receipts-commodity.aspx.

The current VAT rate on solid fuel in the State is 13.5%. The rate of VAT on solid fuel in 
Northern Ireland is currently 5%.  There is not, at present, a comparable carbon tax regime in 
place in Northern Ireland.   Based on the current rate of Carbon Tax in this State of €20 per 
tonne of CO2   emitted, the specific rates for Solid Fuel Carbon Tax are as follows:

Coal:   €52.67 per tonne

Peat:   €36.67 per tonne (peat briquettes)

€17.99 per tonne (milled peat)

€27.25 per tonne (other peat)

Certain solid fuels, primarily coal, are regulated under the Air Pollution Act (Marketing, 
Sale, Distribution and Burning of Specified Fuels Regulations) 2012 (SI No. 326 of 2012), as 
amended.  These Regulations are enforced and applied by local authorities under the aegis of 
the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment.  

The following aspects of the Solid Fuel Carbon Tax should be noted:

- Solid Fuel Carbon Tax is payable by a taxable person who makes a first supply of solid 
fuel in the State;

- every supplier who intends to make a first supply of solid fuel in the State must register 
with Revenue for the purposes of the tax;

- liability to Solid Fuel Carbon Tax does not arise on the physical presence of the goods in 
the territory of the State, but on supply in the State by the taxable person who is obliged to make 
a return and pay the tax one month after the two-month accounting period;
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- a supplier based outside of the State who brings solid fuel into the State for sale direct to 
the public, must register for SFCT with Revenue; 

- the tax is not payable by private individuals travelling to the North to collect solid fuel for 
their personal consumption, provided the private individual accompanies the fuel back into the 
State;

- persons extracting peat in this State for their own use and not for supply are not liable to 
SFCT tax and are not required to register with Revenue.

The Solid Fuel Carbon Tax is applied using Revenue’s standard model of self assessment 
with liable taxpayers subject to the possibility of Revenue audit of Solid Fuel Carbon tax re-
turns.  It is important to note that European Union Single Market constraints preclude the use 
of any cross-border movement controls in the administration of this tax.  Under EU law, the tax 
cannot give rise to trade restrictions or intra-EU formalities.  While Revenue has no authority 
to stop vehicles and physically inspect loads of solid fuel, such authority would not be relevant 
from the point of view of enforcing Solid Fuel Carbon Tax, given that liability does not arise on 
the physical presence of the goods in the territory of the State.  Liability arises on the first sup-
ply of the solid fuel in the State by the taxable person who is obliged to make a return and pay 
the tax one month after expiry of the two – month accounting period.  This means that collection 
of the tax is heavily reliant on the regulatory regime for sales of certain solid fuels operated by 
the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment and enforced by local 
authorities.  I understand that there is ongoing contact between Revenue and the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment in relation to this area.

Data is not available on the amount of solid fuel sold between Northern Ireland and this 
State.  

The serious threat that fiscal fraud poses to legitimate business, to consumers and the Ex-
chequer is recognised and I am advised by Revenue that tackling this criminal activity has 
been one of its priorities over recent years.  There is extensive formal and informal coopera-
tion in place between Revenue and the UK tax authority, Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC), which is the responsible tax authority in Northern Ireland.  Where appropriate, this 
also includes An Garda Síochána and the Police Service of Northern Ireland.  The aim of this 
cooperation is to target the organised crime groups responsible for a large proportion of crimi-
nal activity, including activities aimed at combatting fiscal fraud as it relates to a range of ex-
cisable products such as mineral oils, tobacco products and alcohol.  The setting up in 2016, 
within the framework of “A Fresh Start: the Stormont Agreement and Implementation Plan”, 
of a Joint Agency Task Force, which includes Revenue as well as An Garda Síochána and their 
Northern Ireland counterparts was a further step in supporting and facilitating such cross border 
cooperation.  

Mutual Assistance procedures are also in place in both Revenue and HMRC which can 
support specific compliance interventions (including audits) relating to the tax affairs of any 
specific person.

I am advised that there has not, to date, been specific consultation between Revenue and 
HMRC in relation to the carbon tax and VAT aspects of the solid fuel sector.  In this regard it 
should be noted that there is not, at present, a comparable carbon tax regime in place in North-
ern Ireland for the sale of solid fuels.

Revenue also works in close cooperation with the relevant authorities in other jurisdictions, 
the European Anti-Fraud Office, and other international bodies and agencies in the ongoing 
programmes of action at international level to combat both the illicit fuel and tobacco trades.
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27/02/2018WRL01000Departmental Meetings

27/02/2018WRL01100191. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the number of times he or repre-
sentatives from his Department have met with an organisation (details supplied) in 2016 and 
2017. [10032/18]

27/02/2018WRL01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response to the Deputy’s question, 
the number of times that I, Ministers of State of the Department, or representatives from my 
Department have met with IBEC are 8 in 2016 and 9 in 2017.  

27/02/2018WRL01300Stamp Duty

27/02/2018WRL01400192. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance the rate of stamp duty payable 
in a case (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10125/18]

27/02/2018WRL01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the rate 
of Stamp Duty applicable to the case in question is 6%.  

The transitional arrangements from the previous 2% rate to the 6% rate as set out in the 
2017 Finance Bill only apply in situations where there was a binding contact in place prior to 
10 October 2017.

While the property in question was subject to an offer to purchase, there was no binding 
contact in place prior to 10 October 2017. As a consequence, the sale did not qualify for the 2% 
rate.

Question No. 193 answered with Question No. 173.

27/02/2018WRL01700Public Sector Pensions

27/02/2018WRL01800194. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of and timeframe for the restoration of pensions for retired civil and public servants 
whose pensions are tied to serving officers pay (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9333/18]

27/02/2018WRL01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 1 January 
2018, public service pensions impacted by the Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) quali-
fied for an effective increase by way of a lessening or amelioration of PSPR, as required under 
the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2015. I understand that such in-
creases have, in general, been implemented through pension payrolls across the various public 
service sectors.  

Separate from these PSPR-based adjustments, some public service pensions qualify to be 
increased on foot of the 1% public service pay increase which took place on 1 January 2018. 

That pay increase is one of a series of basic pay increases over the period 2018-2020 set 
out in the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 and the Public Service Stability Agree-
ment (PSSA) 2018-2020. Those pay increases, including the 1% on 1 January 2018, will apply 
to qualifying public service pensions insofar as that is in line with the public service pensions 
increase policy adopted by Government for the period to end-2020 and set out in paragraph 6.2 
of the PSSA 2018-2020. The relevant pension increases will be effective from the same dates 
as the pay increases.
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My Department issued a circular on 29 January 2018, DPER Circular 02/2018, which au-
thorises and gives guidance in relation to the application to qualifying pensions of these pay 
increases, including the 1% pay increase on 1 January 2018. Any pensions which are due to be 
increased on foot of the January 2018 pay increase, and have not yet been adjusted, should have 
that increase applied shortly, including arrears due to the start of the year.

27/02/2018WRL02000Public Sector Pensions

27/02/2018WRL02100195. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason 
a person (details supplied) is on a reduced pension; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9507/18]

27/02/2018WRL02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy 
will be aware that my responsibility extends to the Civil Service Pension Scheme only. I can 
confirm that the individual in question was employed for two periods in the civil service: from 
1959 to 1966, when she stopped working at the time of her marriage, and then from 1992, on 
her reinstatement to the civil service, until her retirement in 2007. Some of the latter period 
included short periods of job-sharing service.

As the individual refunded the marriage gratuity she had been paid, both periods of service 
were included in her reckonable pensionable service, which amounted to just over 21 years and 
four months. I have been advised that her civil service pension was calculated correctly having 
regard to the amount of her final pensionable remuneration and the period of service given.

If the Deputy’s concern relates instead to the individual’s social insurance pension entitle-
ments, I would advise him to direct his enquiry to the Minister for Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection.

27/02/2018WRL02300Freedom of Information Remit

27/02/2018WRL02400196. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
organisations (details supplied) are covered by the Freedom of Information Act 2014; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9549/18]

27/02/2018WRL02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Freedom 
of Information Act 2014 extended the remit of the legislation to a further 70 public bodies, 
bringing the overall total to some 600 bodies comprehended by the Act.  The Act provides a 
very broad definition of public bodies at Section 6(1) and a body meeting that definition is an 
FOI Body unless they are otherwise explicitly exempted.

The Act further provides that all new public bodies comprehended by this definition will au-
tomatically come under freedom of information (FOI) legislation, unless specifically exempted 
by order. This reversed the system under previous legislation whereby new bodies would have 
to be brought into the scope of the legislation by order. The Act also provides the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform with the power to make an order bringing a body under the 
Commissioner’s remit if it is financed, wholly or partly, or directly or indirectly by means of 
monies provided by a Minister of the Government.  

With regard to the entities referred to by the Deputy, the Irish Environmental Network is 
an umbrella organisation comprising some 30 non-Governmental organisations.  A preliminary 
analysis indicates that these organisations are charities or not-for-profit bodies and it is unlikely 



27 February 2018

83

that they would meet the criteria set out in Section 6(1) of the Act.  However, it would be a 
matter for the organisations themselves in the first instance to decide whether they are compre-
hended by section 6(1) of the Act or not should they receive a request under the Act.  Where 
there are differing views on the status of a body, it is open to the requestor to seek the view of 
the Information Commissioner on the matter. 

27/02/2018WRL02600Garda Stations

27/02/2018WRL02700197. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the acquisition and selection of a site for the new Garda regional headquarters in 
County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9734/18]

27/02/2018WRL02800199. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the acquisition of the site for the new Sligo Garda station; the timeframe for tendering 
for the construction of the new station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9827/18]

27/02/2018WRL02900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 197 and 199 together.

The Office of Public Works (OPW) continues to progress the procurement of a suitable site 
for the new Garda Station in Sligo.  The legal formalities are nearing completion.

Delivery of the proposed Regional Headquarters is to be provided under a Public Private 
Partnership. A timeframe for construction is not available as yet.  

27/02/2018WRL03000Garda Station Refurbishment

27/02/2018WRL03100198. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the esti-
mated cost of the refurbishment of the Stepaside Garda station; and the timeframe for its open-
ing. [9737/18]

27/02/2018WRL03200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Following the Programme for Government commitment to establish a pilot 
scheme to reopen six (6) Garda Stations, The Office of Public Works (OPW) has now received 
a  “brief of requirements” from An Garda Síochána for the re-opening of Stepaside Garda Sta-
tion.  The OPW can now carry out the necessary surveys and assessments on the building and 
prepare indicative cost estimates for any works identified.  

At this early stage in the process it is not possible to provide an estimate of the costs nor 
time-frame for its re-opening. 

Question No. 199 answered with Question No. 197.

27/02/2018WRL03400Data Sharing Arrangements

27/02/2018WRL03500200. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form if the State has been involved, either directly or indirectly, in data mining; if the State 
plans to package and sell data once the Data Protection Bill 2018 has commenced; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9862/18]

27/02/2018WRL03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Analysis of 
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data is a component element of public policy development and evaluation and State organisa-
tions use different analysis methods to achieve this.  These analyses are carried out in line with 
all relevant legislation including that relating to Data Protection.

While certain data held by the State is made available commercially, over 5,000 data sets 
are freely available on the Open Data portal data.gov.ie.  This is in line with The Open Data 
Strategy 2017-2022, which was published last year.  Two core objectives of the Strategy include 
the publication of high value government data in open format, making it publicly available and 
freely reusable; and engaging with a broad community of stakeholders to promote its social and 
economic benefits. 

In relation to my own Department, there are no plans to package and sell data.

27/02/2018WRM00200Standard Authentication Framework Environment

27/02/2018WRM00300201. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
son precedent is being given to an in-house SAFE2 form of identity verification over interna-
tionally recognised documents that allow safe passage between countries; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10002/18]

27/02/2018WRM00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): SAFE regis-
tration is the process used by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection to 
establish and verify a person’s identity in order to ensure that –

- the person using a service is the person they claim to be,

- that nobody else is using that person’s identity for the purpose of claiming a payment or 
service,

- that the person is not claiming another payment or using another service under a different 
identity and,

- to minimise the requirement for people to provide the same identity information over and 
over again when accessing different services.

The SAFE standard, which stands for Standard Authentication Framework Environment, is 
a standard for establishing and verifying an individual’s identity for the purposes of accessing 
public services, the standard was agreed by the Government in 2005.

The SAFE standard has four levels:

- SAFE 0 = No assurance of identity

- SAFE 1 = Balance of probabilities (the minimum authentication level for the allocation of 
a PPS Number)

- SAFE 2 = Substantial assurance (the minimum authentication level for issuing a Public 
Services Card)

- SAFE 3 = Beyond reasonable doubt (use of biometrics - this level is not used) 

SAFE Level 2 (SAFE 2) registration is used for the issuance of a Public Services Card and 
MyGovID, and allows a person to verify their identity to a substantial level of assurance once 
in their life for use across an increasing number of public services, both in person and online.  
SAFE 2 is the only identity registration process employed by the State that involves a face to 
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face component, in line with international best practice and the EU eIDAS regulation, which 
has direct application to Ireland.  SAFE 2 is the highest level of identity assurance available 
to public bodies, providing a more secure and robust identity infrastructure than those of other 
identity documents and cards.  Neither a passport, nor a driving licence, is sufficient to validate 
an identity to SAFE Level 2.  The State has an obligation to its citizens to employ SAFE 2, the 
best identity process currently available to it, as part of public service provision to ensure citi-
zens’ identity, data and rights are protected.

27/02/2018WRM00500National Development Plan

27/02/2018WRM00600202. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
competitive criteria that will be used for the allocation of funds through the urban regeneration 
and development fund, rural development fund, climate action fund and disruptive technologies 
fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9265/18]

27/02/2018WRM00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The competi-
tive criteria for the four funds initiated in the NDP will be prepared in the coming weeks by 
the responsible Departments, in consultation with my Department. As the funds are geared to-
wards different sectors and purposes, the same set of detailed criteria will not apply to all funds.  
However, there are a number of existing models, such as the Local Infrastructure Housing Acti-
vation Fund (LIHAF) operated by the Department of Housing Planning and Local Government, 
that will be considered when deciding on how the new funds should operate. 

Each fund will seek to leverage additional private investment, drawing on current and pre-
vious national experience and international good practice, and will also seek to encourage col-
laborative proposals from a range of different stakeholders.   

The overriding objective of the funds is to target the delivery of some of the most important 
objectives and priorities detailed in the NPF, and the criteria to be used for each fund will be 
informed by this objective.

27/02/2018WRM00800Public Private Partnerships

27/02/2018WRM00900203. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of projects that will be subject to the revised public private partnership rules as an-
nounced in the NDP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9266/18]

27/02/2018WRM01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The National 
Development Plan 2018 – 2027 summarises the key findings and recommendations agreed as 
part of the PPP review and the detailed report of the review will be published shortly.  When the 
PPP review is published, the recommendations will be included in the PPP policy guidelines 
and will apply to all future PPP projects.  

The programme of existing approved PPP projects, announced under Phases 1 – 3 of the 
Government’s Stimulus PPP programme, will continue to be procured under the pre-existing 
policy framework, as already planned, and will be unaffected by the changes being introduced.  

In ensuring Departments obtain the best value-for-money from public capital invest-
ment, PPPs, just as traditionally procured projects, are subject to the same robust and rigorous 
project appraisal process as traditionally procured projects.  

All projects over €20m are subjected to a Cost Benefit Analysis or Cost Effectiveness Anal-
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ysis.  In addition, all public investment projects valued at €20m or above must also be referred 
to the NDFA for advice in terms of the options for financing and procuring the projects.    

PPPs will therefore continue to be a procurement option available to Government for appro-
priately structured projects which demonstrate value for money over a traditional procurement 
option and which meet the robust and rigorous tests for project appraisal that apply to all public 
investment projects under the Public Spending Code.

It is essential that projects are judged on their merits and if PPPs offer better value-for-
money than traditional procurement in a particular case, they should be selected on that basis.

27/02/2018WRM01100Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRM01200204. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number of freedom of information requests his Department has received in the past eight 
years; the number of which were accepted without further escalation and not accepted, respec-
tively; the number of requests which were not accepted that were escalated to the Informa-
tion Commissioner; the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of the 
person requesting the freedom of information; the number of which the Information Commis-
sioner ruled against his Department; the number his Department appealed to the High Court; 
the number where the High Court ruled against his Department in favour of the applicant; the 
number which were then brought to the Court of Appeal by his Department; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9296/18]

27/02/2018WRM01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The num-
ber of Freedom of Information Requests received by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform in each of the years 2012 to 2017 (the Department was established during 2011) is set 
out in the following table. 

Year 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Number 
of FOI 
requests 
received

178 99 208 309 349 380

Statistical data in relation to Freedom of Information Requests for Government Depart-
ments and all Information Commissioner decisions can be obtained at www.oic.ie.

My Department has never appealed a decision of the Information Commissioner to the High 
Court.

27/02/2018WRM01400Capital Expenditure Programme

27/02/2018WRM01500205. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
capital spend that will be required in each of the next ten years or as far as forecasts permit that 
will be allowed to be spent, in each case, at 4% of GNI star and GDP; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9405/18]

27/02/2018WRM01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume the 
Deputy is requesting information on the projected level of gross voted capital for each year over 
the period 2018-2027 if public capital investment was fixed at a 4 per cent share of the relevant 
measure of national income referenced by the Deputy, i.e. GNI* and GDP.  
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The latest forecasts published by the Department of Finance alongside Budget 2018, as 
detailed in Annex 3 of the Economic and Fiscal Outlook are for the period to 2021.  The Ex-
chequer resources allocated for investment under the National Development Plan are based 
on projected nominal growth in national income (GNI*) averaging 4 per cent over the period 
2022-2027 (2 per cent volume growth and 2 per cent growth in the GNI* deflator). This aligns 
with the most recent projection for Ireland’s potential growth from the European Commission 
for Ireland for the 2020s.

The level of Exchequer investment that would equate to a 4 per cent share of projected 
GNI* - using the projections adopted in the NDP - and projected GDP - assuming nominal GDP 
growth of 4 per cent for the period 2022 - 2027, as well as the total for the ten-year period are 
set out in the following table.  The level of Exchequer investment set out in the NDP is also 
included in the table for the Deputy’s convenience.   

€   Billion 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 Total
Investment   
proposed under 
the NDP

5.8 7.3 7.9 8.6 8.9 9.4 10.0 10.5 11.0 11.6 91.0

Investment at   
4% of GNI*

8.0 8.3 8.6 9.0 9.3 9.7 10.1 10.5 10.9 11.4 95.8

Investment at   
4% of GDP

12.1 12.6 13.1 13.7 14.2 14.8 15.4 16.0 16.6 17.3 145.7

As the Deputy will be aware, the December 2016 report of the Economic Statistics Review 
Group recommended the use  of GNI* as the most accurate measure of the size of the Irish 
economy.  Increasing public capital investment too much or too quickly could heighten over-
heating risks and exacerbate capacity constraints in the economy.  Potential overheating risks 
were addressed as part of the review of the capital plan as published in September.  This high-
lights the importance of adopting a prudent and measured approach to increased public capital 
spending as reflected in the National Development Plan in circumstances where there is some 
uncertainty regarding the cyclical position of the economy and the risk that the continuation 
of strong economic growth could result in overheating of the economy.

27/02/2018WRM01700National Development Plan

27/02/2018WRM01800206. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if each 
capital application to his Department from projects in County Wexford will be provided; the 
type and extent of each application; and the status of each. [9411/18]

27/02/2018WRM01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I should first 
explain that my role is with respect to determining the national capital expenditure envelope, 
its allocation at the overall sectoral level and to support Departments with a framework that 
ensures resources are allocated efficiently. I do not have a role in respect of applications or pro-
posals for individual projects at county level. 

The ten-year National Development Plan (NDP) has been put in place to underpin the im-
plementation of the National Planning Framework (NPF) to support the development of all 
counties and regions, both urban and rural areas.

The NDP sets out an investment programme of €116 billion, aligned to the ten National 
Strategic Outcomes (NSOs) detailed in the NPF which are critical to long-term economic, so-
cial and environmental sustainability in the period to 2040.  Investment in urban and rural 
regeneration and development, drawing on two new Funds with total resources of €3 billion 
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established for this purpose have the potential to have a transformative impact on both urban 
and rural areas and communities countrywide.

Total funding of €8.8 billion is allocated to the NSO of strengthened rural economies and 
communities which is a cornerstone of NDP, including in relation to the delivery of the National 
Broadband Plan and significant investment in regional and local roads.  The NDP also contains, 
as a priority, increased investment in public transport including train fleets.  

Chapter 5 of the NDP details as a fundamental objective of the Plan the investment planned 
in enhancing regional growth potential through an integrated programme of measures includ-
ing, for example, regional sectoral clustering and the promotion of entrepreneurship on a re-
gional basis.  The Plan also highlights the importance of strengthening Ireland’s international 
connectivity through continued investment in ports and airports, including under the Regional 
Airports Programme.  It sets out the major programme of investment planned in the heritage 
area including in national parks and nature reserves.  Continued investment over the ten years 
of the Plan to ensure the sustainable management of water resources is a further investment 
priority which is clearly relevant to all regions and counties.  Finally the Plan sets out the in-
vestments planned in the areas of quality childcare, education and health services which are a 
defining characteristic of attractive, successful and competitive places.

Under the NPF, and as set out in section 6.3 of the NDP, the three Regional Assemblies are 
now tasked with co-ordinating, promoting and supporting the strategic planning and sustainable 
development of their regions, consistent with the objectives of the NPF, through the prepara-
tion of Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES).  The RSES for the Southern Region 
provides the opportunity for the priorities for County Wexford, for example, that are included 
in the existing Wexford County Development Plan, to focus on sustainable growth, quality of 
life and on achievable employment and population growth within Wexford and the Southern 
Region to be integrated into a regional investment plan which is expected to be a major driver 
of the implementation of the NPF.

27/02/2018WRM02000Capital Expenditure Programme

27/02/2018WRM02100207. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
new expenditure in the latest capital plan compared to the previous plan, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9436/18]

27/02/2018WRM02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, the previous capital plan Building on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital 
Investment 2016-2021, published in September 2015, provided gross voted capital expenditure 
allocations to Departments of €27 billion, covering the period 2016 – 2021.  The new National 
Development Plan covers the period 2018 - 2027, providing gross voted capital expenditure al-
locations of €91 billion. Annual allocations under both plans are set out in the following table.

€, billion 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027
NDP N/A N/A 5.8 7.3 7.9 8.6 8.9 9.4 10 10.5 11 11.6
2015 Plan 3.8 3.9 4.2 4.6 5 5.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Variance N/A N/A 1.6 2.7 2.9 3.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

The allocation of gross voted capital expenditure in the 2015 Capital Plan, Building on 
Recovery was €19.2 billion over the period 2018 – 2021.  The National Development Plan al-
locates €29.6 billion over the same period, an increase of €10.4 billion.
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27/02/2018WRM02300Capital Expenditure Programme

27/02/2018WRM02400208. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
forecast capital spend in each of the next five years; the components of this spend, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9437/18]

27/02/2018WRM02500211. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
Department’s capital allocation in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the areas to which funds 
will be allocated in each of those years. [9524/18]

27/02/2018WRM02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 208 and 211 together.

My Department’s capital allocation for the years 2018 to 2022 is outlined in the following 
table. 

 2018 2019 2020 2021  2022  Total
€5.2m €4.9m €4.9m €5.0m €5.0m €25.0m
In this period, capital expenditure by the Department will be principally invested by the Of-

fice of the Government Chief Information Officer to support the implementation of the Public 
Service ICT Strategy, as well as to invest in the Department’s own IT infrastructure.  In addi-
tion, some capital has been allocated in the 2018 Revised Estimates to complete the E-Cohesion 
project (€85,000) and to invest in the Civil Service Learning and Development learning man-
agement system (€1.6 million).  

For sectoral allocations throughout Government, I can refer the Deputy to Annex 1 of the 
recently published National Development Plan.

27/02/2018WRM02700Ministerial Meetings

27/02/2018WRM02800209. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the meet-
ings he or officials of his Department have had with an association (details supplied) in 2017 
and 2018; the nature of these meetings; and the persons who attended these meetings. [9441/18]

27/02/2018WRM02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Meetings in 
respect of collective bargaining issues involving the Association concerned are a matter in the 
first instance for my colleague the Minister for Justice and his Department. In this context my 
Department at official level only would attend such meetings as may be appropriate from time 
to time throughout the annual period.

27/02/2018WRM03000Public Services Card

27/02/2018WRM03100210. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans for the expanded use of the public services card; the services that will require presentation 
of the card to access State services and products in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9456/18]

27/02/2018WRM03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Pub-
lic Services Card (PSC), and its online counterpart MyGovID, is the Government’s standard 
personal identity verification scheme, and it is core to delivering valuable public services to 
the people who need them in a secure and efficient manner.  The Department of Employment 
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Affairs and Social Protection is the lead implementation body for the production of the Public 
Services Card, the MyGovID electronic identity service, and the SAFE 2 identity registration 
process which underpins both via their network of Intreo offices.  My Department works close-
ly with the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection to govern the develop-
ment of policy and manage the integration of the PSC and MyGovID into appropriate services 
provided by the Public Service.

In order to ensure services are provided to the right person, to protect personal data, and 
to support efficient service delivery by using a single, standard identity verification scheme 
across the public service, a growing number of public service providers are requiring that proof 
of identity is underpinned by the SAFE 2 identity verification standard.  SAFE 2 is the high-
est level of citizen identity assurance available to public service bodies, and it is a matter for 
each to decide how the SAFE 2 identity verification standard is to be utilised for their individual 
services. 

Over the course of the past year, my Department and the Department of Employment Af-
fairs and Social Protection have worked with a number of public bodies to integrate the Public 
Services Card and MyGovID, improving access to and security of their services.  Currently, the 
Public Services Card and MyGovID underpin access to social welfare entitlements, first time 
adult passport applications, citizenship applications, Revenue services and driver theory test 
applications.

My Department along with the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection continues to engage with Departments to assist with the integration of the PSC and 
MyGovID into services in line with the schedule set out in the eGovernment Strategy. The 
eGovernment Strategy 2017 - 2020, which was published last year, lists the commitments by 
Departments and Offices to adopt the PSC and MyGovID infrastructure for specified public 
services within the listed timeframes http://egovstrategy.gov.ie/.

Question No. 211 answered with Question No. 208.

27/02/2018WRM03400Public Sector Staff Redeployment

27/02/2018WRM03500212. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason the attention of a person (details supplied) was not drawn to the fact that if the person 
changed their first preference for the mobility scheme to ensure that an upgrade decision made 
by his Department under public service reform was enabled, the person would be forfeiting 
their first preference choice for transfer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9552/18]

27/02/2018WRM03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, Phase 1A of the new Civil Service Mobility scheme for the general service 
grades of CO and EO to make mobility requests within and between 46 locations (excluding 
within Dublin) launched on 13 November 2017. Other phases of the scheme, including Mo-
bility within Dublin, will launch on future dates. The scheme offers an opportunity for staff 
members to apply for mobility (i.e. transfer) through an open, fair, and transparent system. The 
centralised scheme comes under the remit of my Department, and is administered through HR 
Shared Service, National Shared Service Office.

Phase 1A of the scheme replaces the following legacy transfer mechanisms: 

- Central Transfer Lists; 

- Central Application Facility (CAF); 
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- Organisational Internal Regional Transfer Lists. 

Staff members, who previously applied under the above mechanisms, must reapply for the 
new scheme and there was an opportunity to apply their original transfer application date up 
until close of business 7 February 2018. Local HR Divisions will have the facility to initiate of-
fers of Mobility from the scheme with effect from 15 March 2018 and may continue to use the 
legacy mechanisms referred to above up until this date. 

I understand that officials from my Department are in contact with the staff member in ques-
tion with regard to her application under the new Civil Service Mobility scheme.

Additional information on the scheme can be found at http://hr.per.gov.ie/civil-service-mo-
bility/.

27/02/2018WRM03700Public Sector Staff Retirements

27/02/2018WRM03800213. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of plans to increase the compulsory retirement age from 65 to 70 years of age for public 
servants recruited after 1 April 2004 as per his announcement in December 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9626/18]

27/02/2018WRM03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 53517/2017 on 14 December 2017.

The legislation is on the list of priority legislation for publication in the Spring/Summer 
Session 2018.

27/02/2018WRN00200Flood Relief Schemes Status

27/02/2018WRN00300214. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Enniscorthy flood defence scheme will be addressed over the coming months; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9795/18]

27/02/2018WRN00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kev-
in Boxer Moran): The River Slaney (Enniscorthy) Flood Relief Scheme is being progressed 
by the Office of Public Works (OPW) in conjunction with Wexford County Council. Consul-
tants Mott Mc Donald are leading on the design of the flood defences element with Roughan 
O’Donovan commissioned to design the proposed new road bridge. Initial site investigations 
have been completed, along with archaeological and ecological assessments and reports. An ad-
vance programme to control and eradicate invasive species of vegetation is currently underway.  
Further advance construction elements which involve relocation of services and utilities along 
the Promenade is expected to commence in 2018.

It is proposed that a month-long public information event will take place in Enniscorthy in 
early Summer at which the scheme design and Environmental Impact Assessment Report and 
other relevant reports will be made available to the public. This event will be advertised and 
all stakeholders will be notified in advance. Following this event, comments received will be 
assessed, and designs may be amended as a result. Subsequently, formal Confirmation or ap-
proval for the scheme will be sought from the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and 
Reform, with construction expected to start in mid to late 2019.
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27/02/2018WRN00500Departmental Expenditure

27/02/2018WRN00600215. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
cost to his Department of attending the World Economic Forum at Davos in 2018; the costs 
incurred by travel, accommodation, attendance fees and other items; the names of those who 
attended paid for by his Department; the individual costs attached to each and all other sundry 
costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9805/18]

27/02/2018WRN00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Details of 
costs incurred to date for attendance at the World Economic Forum in Davos were charged 
to the Department of Finance. I have provided this information in response to Dáil Question 
No.179 (9804/18).

27/02/2018WRN00800Flood Prevention Measures

27/02/2018WRN00900216. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
flood protection works that the Office of Public Works will undertake to protect homes and busi-
nesses flooded in August 2017 at Tromatty and Quigley’s Point, County Donegal. [10028/18]

27/02/2018WRN01000217. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
flood protection works that the Office of Public Works will undertake to protect homes and 
sporting amenities flooded in August 2017 at Clonmany, County Donegal. [10029/18]

27/02/2018WRN01100218. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
flood protection works that the Office of Public Works will undertake to protect homes and 
businesses flooded in August 2017 at Carndonagh, County Donegal. [10030/18]

27/02/2018WRN01200219. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
flood protection works that the Office of Public Works will undertake to protect the homes 
flooded in August 2017 at a location (details supplied). [10031/18]

27/02/2018WRN01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 216 to 219, inclusive, together.

On Tuesday 22 August 2017 an extreme pluvial rainfall event occurred in Donegal. Having 
visited the area the following day I saw at first hand the extensive damage and disruption caused 
by this flood event, particularly to the community in the Inishowen Peninsula area. 

A national study to assess and propose measures to manage Ireland’s flood risk is being un-
dertaken by the Office of Public Works (OPW) through its Catchment Flood Risk Assessment 
and Management (CFRAM) Programme. The CFRAM Programme is focussing on 300 Areas 
for Further Assessment (AFAs) including 90 coastal areas, mainly in urban locations nation-
wide, designated in 2012 as being at potentially significant risk of flooding. The flood risk for 
each of these areas has been assessed, through detailed engineering techniques to assess their 
risk and impact from flooding. This risk and the proposed feasible measures, both structural and 
non-structural, identified to manage that risk are outlined in the Flood Risk Management Plans. 

Carndonagh, Clonmany and Buncrana-Luddan are three communities that have been stud-
ied as part of the North Western – Neagh Bann CFRAM Programme.

In relation to Carndonagh, the Plans propose measures consisting of using storage areas 
along with a series of embankments and walls along the Donagh River. Improved channel con-
veyance would protect properties impacted by flooding from the Carndonagh watercourse and 
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hard defences would protect properties impacted by flooding from the Glennagannon River. 
Proposed plans for Buncrana – Luddan consists of a series of sea walls, flood embankments and 
floodwalls to protect against coastal and fluvial flood events. 

While the houses in question in Elm Park are in the Buncrana and Luddan AFA, the current 
proposed measures does not protect these houses. However, when a scheme for Buncrana and 
Luddan is progressed to detailed design, the August 2017 flood events will inform the extent of 
the measures to be implemented to mitigate flood risk in the area.

Flood Relief Schemes will be subject to project-level development and assessment. Future 
development and the detailed design for the schemes will take account of recent flood events.

As the flood risk in Clonmany was assessed as relatively low no structural flood relief 
schemes are proposed, at this time. The Plans set out those non-structural measures in place or 
proposed that can benefit all at risk communities and properties, including emergency response, 
national flood forecasting, individual property protection and community resilience. 

Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to in-
vestigate and address. Donegal County Council may carry out flood mitigation works using 
its own resources. The Council may also apply to the Office of Public Works for funding of 
flood mitigation works under this Office’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protec-
tion Scheme. The purpose of this scheme, introduced in 2009, is to provide funding to Local 
Authorities to undertake minor flood mitigation works or studies to address localised flooding 
and coastal protection problems within their administrative areas. The OPW has approved 32 
Minor Works schemes in Donegal at a cost of €1.2m. Details of these schemes are on the OPW 
website, www.opw.ie.

In summer 2017, the OPW finalised all Plans and each Plan was submitted to the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform (D/PER) for an independent review of the environmen-
tal assessments. Having now received the outcomes of the independent review of the environ-
mental assessments for the Flood Risk Management Plans, the Commissioners of Public Works 
will in the coming weeks submit the Flood Risk Management Plans to the Minister for Finance 
and Public Expenditure and Reform for approval. 

27/02/2018WRN01700Garda Station Closures

27/02/2018WRN01800220. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Office of Public Works plans to sell a property (details supplied); if the property will be made 
available for social or voluntary housing under the new initiatives announced by the Govern-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10039/18]

27/02/2018WRN01900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The 2012 and 2013 policing plans for An Garda Síochána identified 139 Garda 
stations for closure including the former Garda station in Leenane, Co. Galway. Many of these 
properties reverted to the Office of Public Works (OPW) to identify an alternative State use or 
manage their disposal.

In 2016, An Garda Síochána/Policing Authority undertook a review of the closed Garda 
Stations.  In late 2017, the preliminary review initially identified six stations for re-opening.  
These were:

- Ballinspittle, Co. Cork
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- Bawnboy, Co. Cavan

- Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow

- Donard, Co. Wicklow

- Stepaside, Co. Dublin

- Rush, Co. Dublin.  

The final review has yet to be published and there may be implications in relation to the 
remaining stations that were previously closed.  

Therefore, the disposal or transfer of the former Garda station in Leenane, Co. Galway is on 
hold pending the recommendations arising from the review.

27/02/2018WRN02000National Monuments

27/02/2018WRN02100221. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of visitors who availed of guided tours of a location (details supplied); the number who 
visited only in each of the years 2014 to 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10130/18]

27/02/2018WRN02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Recorded visitor number to Castletown House and Parklands for guided tours 
and to the estate generally are as follows:

Year Visitors -
2014 20,503 Visited House (confirmed/

paid)
285,410 Total Visitors House & park-

lands (estimated)
2015 15,456 Visited House (confirmed/

paid)
297,691 Total Visitors House & park-

lands (estimated)
2016 15,674 Visited House (confirmed/

paid)
547, 324 Total Visitors House & park-

lands (confirmed  - newly 
installed people counters)

2017 26,460 Visited House (confirmed/
paid)

697,433 (TBC) Total Visitors House & park-
lands (confirmed  - people 
counters)

27/02/2018WRN02300National Monuments

27/02/2018WRN02400222. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the works 
planned for a location (details supplied) in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[10131/18]

27/02/2018WRN02500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Depending on resources available, works will continue on the restoration of 
the Castletown farmyard buildings and their integration into the visitor offering.  In addition, 
conservation works will continue within the House with particular focus on the restoration of 
the ‘Red Drawing Room’.

27/02/2018WRN02600School Management

27/02/2018WRN02700223. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a copy of his 
Department’s rules for national schools prior to the publication of the 1964 rule book will be 
provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9263/18]

27/02/2018WRN02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Following enquiries made 
within my Department the Rules and Regulations for National Schools 1932 to 1964 are avail-
able from the National Library of Ireland which is located at Kildare St, Dublin 2.

The contact details for the National Library are 01 – 6030200 or by email at info@nli.ie.

27/02/2018WRN02900Early Childhood Care and Education

27/02/2018WRN03000224. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the systems in place to accommodate children who are born at the beginning of the year and are 
precluded from availing of the ECCE scheme until the September following their third birthday 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9278/18]

27/02/2018WRN03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I would like to advise the 
Deputy that eligibility for the ECCE scheme is a matter for my colleague in Government, the 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.

27/02/2018WRN03200Freedom of Information Requests

27/02/2018WRN03300225. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of freedom of information requests his Department has received in the past eight years; 
the number of which were accepted without further escalation and not accepted, respectively; 
the number of requests which were not accepted that were escalated to the Information Com-
missioner; the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of the person 
requesting the freedom of information; the number of which the Information Commissioner 
ruled against his Department; the number his Department appealed to the High Court; the num-
ber where the High Court ruled against his Department in favour of the applicant; the number 
which were then brought to the Court of Appeal by his Department; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9289/18]

27/02/2018WRN03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department received a 
total of 4,476 Freedom of Information requests in the period 2010 to 2017 inclusive.  

The information requested by the Deputy for the eight year period in question is set out in 
the following tables.
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- No.
Number of Freedom of Information requests 
received

4,476

Number of internal reviews of decisions 
sought

163

Number of review decisions appealed to the 
Office of the Information Commissioner

48

Outcome of Office of the Information Commissioner appeals

Outcome No.
Upheld 12
Withdrawn 12
Settlement reached 9
Varied 7
Annulled 6
Appeals currently under consideration 2
There were no High Court appeals taken by my Department against decisions of the Office 

of the Information Commissioner for the eight year period in question.

The Office of the Information Commissioner keeps the operation of the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act under review and publishes relevant statistics in its Annual Reports.

27/02/2018WRN03500School Staff

27/02/2018WRN03600226. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the retention of a teacher at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9344/18]

27/02/2018WRN03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The criteria used for the 
allocation of teaching posts is published annually on the Department website. The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. 

The staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staff-
ing appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. 

The appeals process allows schools with 4 teachers or less to appeal on the basis of project-
ed enrolment for the coming September.  In the case of the school referred to by the Deputy, a 
projected enrolment of 81 for September 2018 is required to fulfill the appeal criteria. Details of 
the appeal process and application form are available in Circular 0010/2018, “Staffing Arrange-
ments in Primary Schools for the 2018/19 School Year”, which is published on the Department 
website.

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its deci-
sion is final.
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27/02/2018WRO00200National Development Plan

27/02/2018WRO00300227. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeframe 
for investment in listed projects (details supplied) at Maynooth university following the com-
mitment in the National Development Plan 2019 to 2027 to invest in the university; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [9390/18]

27/02/2018WRO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Development 
Plan (NDP) 2018-2027 references the campus development plans of the seven universities, in-
cluding Maynooth University.  These plans total over €3 billion and will be funded with a mix 
of own resources, borrowing, philanthropy and Exchequer grants. 

The NDP also signals Exchequer investments of €2.2 billion in higher education infrastruc-
ture over the coming decade. This welcome increase in funding will present major new oppor-
tunities for the higher education sector. However, it should be noted that the signficant ramp up 
in investment will take place over time and particularly in the second half of the NDP period.  
In that context, a capital investment prioritisation framework, together with updated appraisal 
approaches, will be developed over the coming months to inform funding decisions and to en-
sure that maxiumum impact and value for money can be achieved from Exchequer investments. 

Officials from my Department have met with representatives from Maynooth University 
in relation to their campus development plans.  A Cost-Benefit Analysis for the next phase of 
campus development is currently being prepared by the University and will be submitted to the 
Higher Education Authority (HEA) and the Department.

27/02/2018WRO00500State Examinations Appeals

27/02/2018WRO00600228. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
view the rechecking and appeal system for leaving certificate examination results to ensure 
that students are not prevented from securing a place in a preferred course should the recheck 
or appeal increase their points; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a person (details 
supplied) and others have missed out on availing of scholarships due to the fact the recheck or 
appeal was not carried out in a timely manner to meet the criteria for the award of these scholar-
ships; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9404/18]

27/02/2018WRO00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate exam-
inations. In view of this I have forwarded your query to the Commission for direct reply to you.

27/02/2018WRO00800National Development Plan

27/02/2018WRO00900229. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if each capital ap-
plication to his Department for schools in County Wexford will be granted; the type and extent 
of each application; the status of each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9409/18]

27/02/2018WRO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has exten-
sive information on the capital building programme including school applications and school 
projects being planned and delivered on its website www.education.ie.

This range of information is continuously kept under review to enhance the information 
available on the website particularly in the context of the increased education capital invest-
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ment announced under the National Development Plan. Details of major school projects for 
County Wexford contained in my Department’s construction programme is attached for the 
Deputy’s information.

Capital Programme –Major Projects.  

COUNTY ROLL NO SCHOOL 
NAME

SCHOOL TYPE STATUS

Wexford 63660A Loreto Second-
ary School, 
Wexford

Post Primary Completion 
Stage 

Wexford 18280I St Joseph’s 
Primary School, 
Gorey

Primary Completion 
Stage 

Wexford 01840C St Canice’s 
Convent, Ros-
bercon, New 
Ross

Primary Site acquisition 
process

Wexford 71610E Bridgetown 
College

Post Primary Project Brief 
Stage 

Wexford 20333P Wexford Edu-
cate Together 
N.S.

Primary Site acquisition 
process

Wexford 68080H Meánscoil 
Gharman, En-
niscorthy

Post Primary Site acquisition 
process

Wexford 71620H Vocational Col-
lege, Bunclody

Post Primary Project Brief 
stage  

Wexford 17217T Scoil na 
mBraithre, Wex-
ford Town

Primary Under Construc-
tion

Wexford 63640R C.B.S Second-
ary School,  
Wexford Town

Post Primary Under Construc-
tion

Wexford 08221J St. Senans 
N.S.Enniscorthy

Primary Stage 2 (b)

Wexford 19240B St. Patrick’s 
Special School, 
Enniscorthy

Primary Tender Stage

27/02/2018WRO01100School Accommodation Provision

27/02/2018WRO01200230. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
will install temporary accommodation to cater for children who have no place in a district 
secondary school in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9415/18]

27/02/2018WRO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is monitoring the school accommodation position in the Wexford town area.  
In that regard, my Department considers that the additional school accommodation planned for 
the Wexford town area should be adequate to cater for the projected increase in enrolments in 
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that area. My Department will however, continue to monitor the position, taking into account 
the latest pupil enrolment data, the impact of planned expansion of school capacity and devel-
opments in the school planning areas adjacent to Wexford town.

27/02/2018WRO01400School Patronage

27/02/2018WRO01500231. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether the decision to cap enrolment figures at a school (details supplied) contradicts a com-
mitment in the programme for Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9418/18]

27/02/2018WRO01600232. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the decision 
to cap enrolment figures at a school (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9419/18]

27/02/2018WRO01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to answer Ques-
tions Nos. 231 and 232 together.

The 2012 Report of the Advisory Group to the Forum on Patronage and Pluralism in the 
Primary Sector recommended that demand for patronage diversity should be met in areas of 
stable population by divesting patronage of existing schools where there is evidence of parental 
demand for change.   

In this context, in 2012/13, my Department undertook surveys of parental preferences in 
43 areas of stable population to establish the level of demand for a wider choice in the patron-
age of primary schools.  These areas were all stable in terms of population growth, so no new 
school places were required. However sufficient demand for more choice emerged in 28 areas, 
including in New Ross. 

In the majority of the 28 areas surveyed where sufficient demand emerged, including New 
Ross, the level of parental demand for a wider choice indicated a size of a four classroom school 
being required to accommodate such a level of demand.

Under the patronage divesting process, a school could be opened where a school building 
became, or was due to become, available as a result of an amalgamation/closure of an existing 
school.  In some areas, in responding to demand for diversity where existing patrons were un-
able make school properties available, my Department also included an examination of proper-
ties held in public ownership.

In order to facilitate the opening of these schools, their initial establishment, as with most 
new schools, has been in temporary start-up accommodation, pending a permanent school 
building being made available.  All schools, irrespective of their location, have to operate with-
in their available accommodation and manage annual pupil intake accordingly.

The initial establishment of these schools as four-classroom schools and the need to be 
cognisant of managing the available accommodation has been reflected in my Department’s 
engagement with the patron body of the schools, Educate Together.  Indeed, a case has been 
submitted by Educate Together to my Department to further expand New Ross ETNS and four 
other schools opened under the patronage divesting process and this is currently under consid-
eration.

My Department is currently carrying out nationwide demographic exercises at primary and 
post-primary level to identify areas of demographic growth and determine where additional 
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school accommodation is needed in order to plan for school provision nationwide and this work 
is almost complete.  In this context, the outcome of the nationwide demographic exercises will 
input into consideration of the case submitted by Educate Together. 

My Department has announced a new Patronage Reconfiguration process, which will ac-
celerate the delivery of multi-denominational and non-denominational schools, to reach 400 
multi-denominational and non-denominational schools by 2030. Unlike the previous process, 
this plan will focus on live transfers, so that a school which transfers under this process would 
not be reliant on temporary accommodation.

27/02/2018WRO01900Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2018WRO02000233. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the conveyancing 
process in relation to the acquisition of a site for schools (details supplied) has been completed; 
if the site is now in the ownership of his Department; when a design team will be appointed to 
move forward both projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9443/18]

27/02/2018WRO02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment is in the process of acquiring a site to accommodate the schools to which the Deputy 
refers.   The school patrons have been informed of the proposed location of the schools.

Officials in my Department are liaising with all relevant parties in order to progress the site 
acquisition. When the site acquisition process has been progressed further, my Department will 
be in a position to progress the project into architectural planning. At this point I am not in a 
position to state when a design team will be appointed but I can assure the Deputy that every 
effort is being made to expedite the site acquisition process.

Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2018WRO02300234. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills when tenders will 
be invited for a school (details supplied); the closing date for receipt of tenders if they have 
been invited; when construction of the new school is likely to commence; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9444/18]

27/02/2018WRO02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school building proj-
ect to which the Deputy refers is currently at advanced architectural planning stage. It is an-
ticipated that tenders for the school will be invited in Q1 2018 with construction anticipated to 
commence in Q3 2018. 

27/02/2018WRO02500Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2018WRO02600235. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has received a revised stage 2(b) report for a school (details supplied); when tenders will be 
invited for the project; when construction of the new school is likely to commence; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [9445/18]

27/02/2018WRO02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The building project re-
ferred to by the Deputy is for a new 24 classroom school including a Special Needs Unit, with 
a floor area of approx. 4,748m2. 
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The project is currently at Stage 2B of Architectural Planning - Detailed Design Stage, 
which includes applications for all statutory consents, including Planning Permission, Disabil-
ity Access Certificate and Fire Safety Certificate and also the preparation of tender documenta-
tion. Planning Permission for this project was received in August 2017. 

The Stage 2B report has recently been received and reviewed by my Department.  A number 
of issues were identified as needing clarification by the Design Team prior to approval of the 
Stage 2B submission. 

Once a revised Stage 2B submission which addresses these issues has been received and 
reviewed, my Department will then revert to the school with regard to a timeframe for progres-
sion to tender.

27/02/2018WRO02800Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2018WRO02900236. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if tenders have been 
invited for a school (details supplied); the closing date for receipt of tenders; when construc-
tion of the new school is likely to commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9446/18]

27/02/2018WRO03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
for the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 
2b (Detailed Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents. All statutory approvals have been secured. 

The Stage 2b submission has been reviewed by my Department and comments have is-
sued to the school and its Design Team. My Department requested confirmations from the 
Design Team that it carries out one final review of all of its tender documentation to ensure 
compliance with DoES requirements. The Design Team has been requested to submit written 
confirmation from each Design Team member including the PSDP that they have completed 
this review and are satisfied that the Tender Documents are complete, correct and in compliance 
with DoES and Building Control (Amendment) Regulations (BC(A)R) tender documentation 
requirements. 

These confirmations have recently been received and my Department will revert to the 
school in regarding a timeframe for progression of this project.

27/02/2018WRO03100Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2018WRO03200237. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if tenders have been 
invited for a school (details supplied); the closing date for receipt of tenders; when construc-
tion of the new school is likely to commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9447/18]

27/02/2018WRO03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
for the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 
2b (Detailed Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents. All statutory approvals have been secured. 

The Stage 2b submission has been reviewed by my Department and comments have re-
cently issued to the school and its Design Team. My Department requested confirmations from 
the Design Team that it carries out one final review of all of its tender documentation to ensure 
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compliance with DoES requirements. The Design Team has been requested to submit written 
confirmation from each Design Team member including the PSDP that they have completed 
this review and are satisfied that the Tender Documents are complete, correct and in compliance 
with DoES and Building Control (Amendment) Regulations (BC(A)R) tender documentation 
requirements. 

Once these confirmations have been received my Department will revert to the Board of 
Management with regard to the further progression of the project.

27/02/2018WRO03400Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2018WRO03500238. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if tenders have been 
invited for a school (details supplied); the closing date for receipt of tenders; when construc-
tion of the new school is likely to commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9448/18]

27/02/2018WRO03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The building project for 
Naas Community College has been devolved for delivery to Kildare and Wicklow Education 
and Training Board (KWETB).  

The up-to-date position is that the Department has received a Stage 2B submission for the 
project from KWETB and its Design Team.  This is the detailed design documentation on which 
the tender and construction phases will be based.  The submission is currently being examined 
by the Department’s Professional and Technical staff. As soon as this examination is completed, 
and assuming it is in order, the Department will be in contact with KWETB in relation to pro-
gressing the project to tender and construction.

27/02/2018WRO03700School Funding

27/02/2018WRO03800239. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if addi-
tional funding will made available for a school (details supplied); if not, the reason for same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9480/18]

27/02/2018WRO03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department recently 
received correspondence from the school referred to by the Deputy.  

I recognise the need to improve capitation funding for schools having regard to the reduc-
tions that were necessary over recent years.

Budget 2018 marked the second year of major reinvestment in the education sector, as we 
continue to implement the Action Plan for Education, which has the central aim to make the 
Irish Education and Training service the best in Europe within a decade.  In 2018, the budget 
for the Department of Education increased by €554 million to over €10 billion.

The process is underway for restoring grant funding that is used by schools to fund the 
salaries of ancillary staff.  The ancillary grant was increased by €6 in 2016, €5 in 2017 and €5 
in 2018, in order to enable primary schools implement the arbitration salary increase for grant 
funded school secretaries and caretakers and to also implement the restoration of salary for 
cleaners arising from the unwinding of FEMPI legislation.
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27/02/2018WRP00200School Accommodation

240. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills when approval will 
be given for an extension to a school (details supplied); the temporary arrangements that will 
be put in place to accommodate the projected growth in the school population in the 2018/2019 
academic year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9481/18]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question has submitted an application for capital funding for the provision of 
additional accommodation. My Department is currently considering the application and will 
convey a decision to the school authority as soon as the assessment process has been completed

27/02/2018WRP00500Schools Building Projects Status

241. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of school 
building projects (details supplied). [9492/18]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the information requested is currently being compiled by my Department and will be fur-
nished to him shortly.

27/02/2018WRP00800State Examinations Data

242. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the leaving cer-
tificate applied programme is being delivered in schools (details supplied) in County Leitrim; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9501/18]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Leaving Certificate 
Applied (LCA) programme is one of a number of options made available by my Department 
for Senior Cycle students which schools can choose from, based on the education needs and 
interests of their students.  The LCA programme is a two-year Leaving Certificate programme 
aimed at preparing students for adult and working life.  The programme sets out to recognise 
the talents of all students and to provide opportunities for developing personal responsibility, 
self-esteem and self-knowledge, and to help students apply what they learn to the real world.

It is the responsibility and choice of each individual school to decide to put in place the 
LCA programme, based on the educational needs and interests of their students.  It is also for 
schools to decide on the admittance of a student to the programme in their school. Schools are 
encouraged to provide maximum access to these options and to have clear procedures in place 
regarding how the available places are allocated to students.

A grant in respect of the LCA is paid annually to post-primary schools offering the pro-
gramme in June of each year. It is paid to schools for the pupils enrolled in both year one 
and year two of the programme.  The rate is €151 per pupil in accordance with Circular letter 
0029/2016 which can be accessed on the Department’s website.

In addition to the funding provided, schools that choose to organise the LCA programme 
are entitled to an additional fixed allocation of 0.5 of a teaching post, over the standard alloca-
tion. There is no minimum number of LCA pupils required for schools to secure the additional 
teaching allocation from my Department. 



Questions - Written Answers

104

My Department is committed to supporting this programme, which is appropriate for mem-
bers of the student cohort whose needs, aptitudes and learning styles are not fully catered for 
by the other two Leaving Certificate programmes (Leaving Cert Established and Leaving Cert 
Vocational Programme). That is why I have asked the National Council for Curriculum and As-
sessment to consider the LCA, as part of its review of Senior Cycle which commenced in 2017. 
This review will help to ensure curriculum development continues to respond to the changing 
needs of learners, society and the economy.

27/02/2018WRP01100Departmental Funding

27/02/2018WRP01200243. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills his Department’s 
capital allocation in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the areas to which funds will be allo-
cated in each of those years.  [9517/18]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department’s capital 
allocation for the years 2018 to 2021 is included in the table attached.

The National Development Plan signalled a capital allocation of €1.1 billion for the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills in 2022. However, this total has not yet been allocated across the 
individual capital subheads.

27/02/2018WRP01400Student Grant Scheme Applications

244. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
a matter in relation to a SUSI grant payment made to a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9543/18]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Grant applications are sub-
ject to extensive quality controls and system checks within the SUSI assessment process. Grant 
renewal applications are also reviewed on a continuous basis. As part of this process, it can 
come to attention of SUSI that an incorrect rate of grant was awarded in a prior year, or that 
the circumstances that determine a student’s eligibility have changed. In all of these cases, the 
original grant application is reviewed and a revised decision is issued.  

I have been advised that the student to which the Deputy refers, submitted a grant applica-
tion for the 2017/18 academic year. Following a review of the student’s grant application, the 
original grant awarded was revised. This revised decision was in line with the provisions of the 
Student Grant Scheme and the Student Support Act 2011, regarding the residency requirement 
to be living in the state for 3 out of the last 5 years ending on the day before taking up an ap-
proved course in an approved institution. 

In accordance with the general policy and principle regarding the recovery of debt as set out 
in the Student Support Act 2011, all student grant overpayments are liable to be repaid to the 
Exchequer. SUSI implements a flexible repayment policy with minimum instalment amounts 
and timeframes that are designed to be as student-friendly as possible. SUSI actively manages 
all overpayments as debts due to the State and continues to engage with students to seek their 
recovery. The repayments policy is published to the SUSI website at www.susi.ie  

27/02/2018WRP01700Qualifications Recognition
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245. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a quali-
fication (details supplied) is not sufficient to allow a contractor to register with the Register 
of Electrical Contractors of Ireland (RECI); and the qualifications that are recognised by the 
RECI. [9562/18]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Decisions on the recogni-
tion of qualifications for access to the Register of Electrical Contractors of Ireland (RECI) is a 
matter for the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU). 

The CRU is an independent regulator and was assigned responsibility for the regulation 
of the Irish electricity sector following the enactment of the Electricity Regulation Act, 1999 
and subsequent amending legislation.  Section 4 of the Energy Miscellaneous Provisions Act 
2006 provided CER with responsibility for the regulation of electrical contractors with regard 
to safety.

The Minister for Education and Skills has no role in this process.

27/02/2018WRP02000Third Level Funding

246. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a technical 
study of the Cassells report recommendations has been completed. [9570/18]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As committed to in the 
Programme for Government, the Report of the Expert Group on Higher Education Funding 
(Cassells Report) was referred to the Education Committee as part of the process for formulat-
ing a plan for the future funding of the sector. 

In order to inform its consideration of the report, the Committee has recently requested that 
my Department undertake an additional economic evaluation of each of the funding options 
identified by the expert group. My Department is currently considering the Committee’s request 
and will revert shortly.  

The Government established an inter-departmental technical working group in 2017 to con-
sider a range of technical and administrative issues underpinning possible new funding ar-
rangements. The work of this group is intended to assist my Department in responding to the 
recommendations of the Oireachtas Committee. 

Schools Building Projects Status

247. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status and 
timeframe for the construction of a school building (details supplied); and his views on whether 
the existing buildings are unsuitable for modern primary school education. [9571/18]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
for the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 
2b (Detailed Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents. All statutory approvals have been secured. 

The Stage 2b submission has been reviewed by my Department and comments have is-
sued to the school and its Design Team. My Department requested confirmations from the 
Design Team that it carries out one final review of all of its tender documentation to ensure 
compliance with DoES requirements. The Design Team has been requested to submit written 
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confirmation from each Design Team member including the PSDP that they have completed 
this review and are satisfied that the Tender Documents are complete, correct and in compliance 
with DoES and Building Control (Amendment) Regulations (BC(A)R) tender documentation 
requirements. 

These confirmations have recently been received and my Department will revert to the 
school regarding a timeframe for progression of this project.

27/02/2018WRP02600Teacher Recruitment

27/02/2018WRP02700248. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the recom-
mendations of the final report Striking the Balance will be implemented. [9627/18]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Additional investment has 
allowed the successful recruitment of over 5,000 additional teachers in the last two years.  Since 
2012/2013, there are 8,900 more teachers in our schools. No other part of the public service has 
seen this sort of growth, which is testament to the Government’s commitment to, and the impor-
tance of education in, fulfilling our national ambitions. The numbers of graduates from initial 
teacher education (ITE) programmes have also remained broadly constant. Over 8,000 primary 
and 7,600 second level teachers have graduated in the last five years and in 2018 it is estimated 
that approximately 3,300 primary and post primary teachers will graduate.

However, I fully acknowledge the concerns that have been expressed about teacher supply. 

The final report of the Technical Working Group on teacher supply, ‘Striking the Balance’ 
focussed on the development of a model of primary teacher supply. The report outlined the 
work which will be required to establish a long term model of post-primary teacher supply.  

I am establishing a Teacher Supply Steering Group which will consult with key stakeholders 
and consider all options to achieve the increases in teacher supply needed to address shortages 
of substitute teachers at primary level and shortages of teachers of certain subjects at post pri-
mary level.

Last month, I announced the suspension of restrictions on substitution limits for career 
breaks. Schools have also been reminded that, in considering career break applications, the 
needs of pupils should take precedence and they must take account of the availability of appro-
priate qualified replacement teachers.

At post primary level, I have announced my intention to double the number of places on un-
dergraduate courses for second level teachers, as well as a range of other policy interventions, 
including additional places at postgraduate level in areas of shortage and the further develop-
ment of upskilling or reskilling courses.

I will also ask the Teaching Council to review subject criteria and processes for assessing 
out of state qualifications and to engage more with graduate fairs, and final year students.

27/02/2018WRP02900School Accommodation

249. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the ongoing accommodation crisis in a school (details supplied); if his at-
tention has been further drawn to the fact that the building is inadequate; the timeframe for the 
transfer of the school to new premises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9628/18]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department is commit-
ted to providing a permanent accommodation solution for the school referred to by the Deputy. 
In that regard, a project to deliver a new school building on a green field site has been included 
the my Department’s 6 year Construction Programme (2016-21).

In this regard, my Department is working closely with Fingal County Council in accordance 
with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and acquisition of a 
suitable site to facilitate the school building project. A potential site option has been identified 
and engagement with the relevant landowner is currently underway. All parties are working to 
clarify some outstanding technical issues with a view to progressing with the proposed acquisi-
tion as expeditiously as possible.

My Department is in regular contact with the school in question and is currently making 
arrangements to meet with the school authority concerned

27/02/2018WRP03200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

27/02/2018WRP03300250. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrangements 
in place for parents who cannot find places for their children with special needs in schools in 
Skerries and north County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9629/18]

27/02/2018WRP03400251. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the increasing demand for autism specific services for children in north 
County Dublin; if his Department has made projections on the future needs of this area; his 
plans to address the ongoing and increasing demands for autism specific services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [9630/18]

27/02/2018WRP03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to answer Ques-
tions Nos. 250 and 251 together. 

Ensuring that children with special educational needs are supported and given the opportu-
nity to reach their full potential is a key priority for this government. 

My Department’s policy aims to ensure that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with Autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

Some students, although academically able to access the curriculum in mainstream, may 
find it too difficult to manage full-time placement there. This can be due to significant difficul-
ties in areas such as behaviour or sensory needs which have not been ameliorated, even with 
appropriate intervention, in mainstream.

Other children may have such complex needs that the recommendation in their professional 
reports state that they are best placed in a special school. 

The NCSE is aware of emerging need in the north Dublin area from year to year, and where 
special provision is required it is planned and established to meet that need.

The enrolment of a child in a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents of the 
child and the Board of Management of a school. My Department and the NCSE has no role in 
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relation to processing applications for enrolment to schools. 

In this regard, where Parents have been unsuccessful in enrolling their child in a school 
placement, for the 2018/19 school year, they should update their local SENO to inform the plan-
ning process. Contact details are available on www.ncse.ie   

The NCSE is continuing to work with schools, parents, NEPS, health professionals and 
other staff who are involved in the provision of services in the North Dublin area for children 
with special educational needs, to ensure that each child has a school placement appropriate to 
their needs for the 2018/19 school year.

The NCSE published guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Primary and 
Post Primary schools which provide information on setting up and organising special classes 
in mainstream primary and post-primary schools. These guidelines are available to download 
from the website www.ncse.ie  .

During the Committee Stage debate of the School Admissions Bill, I outlined my intention 
to include a provision that will provide, based on reports and advice from the NCSE, a power 
for the Minister to require a school to open a special class or increase the number of special 
classes in schools identified by the NCSE. My Department officials are currently engaging with 
the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel on the development of legislative proposals on this 
matter which they hope to bring forward to Government for approval.   

27/02/2018WRP03700Schools Building Projects Status

252. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of the 
site in Loughshinny, County Dublin for the relocation of a school (details supplied); if a site has 
been acquired for the purpose of relocation; the timeframe for construction to commence; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9638/18]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A project to provide a per-
manent school building for the school to which the Deputy refers is included on my Depart-
ment’s capital programme. Officials in my Department are working closely with officials in the 
relevant local authority in accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to 
the identification and acquisition of a suitable site to facilitate the school building project. A po-
tential site option has been identified and engagement with the relevant landowner is currently 
underway. All parties are working to clarify some outstanding technical issues with a view to 
progressing with the proposed acquisition as expeditiously as possible.

Once the site has been secured, a project to provide permanent accommodation for the 
school will be progressed into the architectural planning process.

27/02/2018WRQ00200Schools Data

27/02/2018WRQ00300253. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools in which transition year is compulsory. [9786/18]

27/02/2018WRQ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Transition year pro-
gramme is available to all second level schools but it is the board of management of each 
individual school that decides whether to offer the programme and if offered it decides on the 
number of places available to students on such programmes, depending on available resources. 
If offered, it also decides whether it is optional or compulsory for its students;
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My Department does not have information on which schools have decided to make Transi-
tion Year compulsory for all of their students.

27/02/2018WRQ00500Schools Data

27/02/2018WRQ00600254. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
pupils currently undertaking transition year; and the proportion of post junior certificate pupils 
that undertake same. [9787/18]

27/02/2018WRQ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The information requested 
by the Deputy is as follows for 2017/18 school year which is the most recent year for which 
information is available.

- Nos.
Number of recognised post-primary schools 714
Number of schools who returned students 
enrolled in transition year

661

Number of students enrolled in transition 
year 

44,940

Proportion of post Junior Cycle students* 
that had previously undertaken transition 
year (* Leaving Certificate/Leaving Certifi-
cate Applied/Leaving Certificate Vocational 
Year 1 students in 2017/18) 

67.2%

27/02/2018WRQ00800Transition Year Selection Process

27/02/2018WRQ00900255. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
pupils that have applied to do transition year but have been unable to do so due to a limit on 
numbers; and the number of schools that have limits on placements. [9788/18]

27/02/2018WRQ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): While Transition Year pro-
gramme is available to all second level schools, it is a matter for the board of management of 
each individual school to decide whether or not to offer the programme to it’s students and if 
offered, the board of management decides on the number of places that are available to it’s stu-
dents to participate in Transition Year. 

My Department does not have information on which schools have a limit on the number of 
places in Transition Year available to it’s students.

27/02/2018WRQ01100Speech and Language Therapy Provision

27/02/2018WRQ01200256. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
introduction of new in-school speech and language services. [9789/18]

27/02/2018WRQ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Programme for a Part-
nership Government states that a new model of In-School Speech and Language Therapy will 
be established.  

Budget 2018 provided an additional €2M to introduce a pilot/demonstration project for in-
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school Therapy services in 2018.

The demonstration project will develop and test a model for the delivery of in school speech 
and language and occupational therapy support, in a defined regional area, across a range of 
schools, in conjunction with the Health Service Executive (HSE) and supplementing existing 
HSE therapy services.

The pilot will focus on developing greater linkages between educational and therapy sup-
ports. 

I will be announcing further details in relation to the project in the near future.

27/02/2018WRQ01400School Transport Eligibility

27/02/2018WRQ01500257. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
improve the criteria for school transport eligibility commencing for the 2018/2019 school year 
in view of the difficulties that families have faced in rural areas; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9797/18]

27/02/2018WRQ01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently over 116,000 children, including almost 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at a total cost of 
almost €190 million in 2017.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Children are generally eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criteria and 
are attending their nearest school.  It is important to note that all eligible children are accom-
modated under the terms of the scheme.

Arising from commitments in the Programme for Government, a review of the Concession-
ary Charges and Rules element of the School Transport Scheme was undertaken. 

The review was published in December 2016 and made recommendations on both the 
charges and the rules element of concessionary school transport.  

With regard to the charges for concessionary school transport the recommended course of 
action was to continue with the current position whereby charges remain in place for those in 
receipt of concessionary places.  I agreed with this recommendation on the basis that those ap-
plying for concessionary transport are making a conscious decision to do so, understand that 
they are not eligible for school transport and understand the implications of this choice at the 
time of application.

The report also recommended that the number of concessionary places should be reduced in 
line with the rules introduced in 2012 on a phased basis.  Previous plans to advance this option 
were put on hold, pending the completion of the review. 

However upon consideration of the review and following discussions with the Cross Party 
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Working Group which I established to feed into the review, I decided that there should be no 
planned programme of downsizing in the coming years except in line with normal operational 
decisions within the current scheme.

The terms of the School Transport Scheme are applied equitably on a national basis.

27/02/2018WRQ01700School Enrolments

27/02/2018WRQ01800258. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school 
place can be found for a person (details supplied) requiring a place in a specialist unit within 
a mainstream primary school in north County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9813/18]

27/02/2018WRQ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Ensuring that children with 
special educational needs are supported and given the opportunity to reach their full potential is 
a key priority for this government. 

My Department’s policy aims to ensure that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with Autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

Some students, although academically able to access the curriculum in mainstream, may 
find it too difficult to manage full-time placement there.  This can be due to significant difficul-
ties in areas such as behaviour or sensory needs which have not been ameliorated, even with 
appropriate intervention, in mainstream.

Other children may have such complex needs that the recommendation in their professional 
reports state that they are best placed in a special school. 

The NCSE is aware of emerging need in County Kildare from year to year, and where spe-
cial provision is required it is planned and established to meet that need.

There are currently 70 special classes in the County, including 62 ASD special classes. A 
further 282 students, including students with ASD, are placed in 4 special schools in Kildare.

The enrolment of a child in a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents of the 
child and the Board of Management of a school.  My Department and the NCSE has no role in 
relation to processing applications for enrolment to schools. 

The parents of the child referred to by the Deputy are encouraged to contact their local 
SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs and request assistance in iden-
tifying educational placements.  Contact details are available on www.ncse.ie   

The NCSE is continuing to work with schools, parents, NEPS, health professionals and 
other staff who are involved in the provision of services in the Kildare area for children with 
special educational needs, to ensure that each child has a school placement appropriate to their 
needs for the 2018/19 school year.

27/02/2018WRQ02000Parliamentary Questions
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27/02/2018WRQ02100259. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 206 of 13 February 2018, the reason it was not answered and put on 
the record of Dáil Éireann on 13 February 2018; when a reply will issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9837/18]

27/02/2018WRQ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A response will issue very 
shortly to the Deputy in this regard.

27/02/2018WRQ02300Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2018WRQ02400260. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
decision on tenders in regard to a school (details supplied) will be announced; when commence-
ment will occur; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9838/18]

27/02/2018WRQ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of the tender process. The school was recently authorised 
to issue the Letter of Intent to the preferred tenderer. Subject to no issues arising it is anticipated 
that construction will commence in the second quarter of 2018.

27/02/2018WRQ02600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

27/02/2018WRQ02700261. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has 
been made on an application by a school (details supplied) for extra supports for a person; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9854/18]

27/02/2018WRQ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department provides 
an extensive range of supports for pupils with Specific Speech and Language Disorder (SSLD) 
including provision for the establishment of special classes for Specific Speech and Language 
Disorder in primary schools.  Speech and Language Therapy services are provided to these 
classes by the Health Service Executive (HSE). 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), which is an independent statutory 
agency, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is respon-
sible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, including 
the establishment of additional special classes in various geographical areas, where a need has 
been identified.  The NCSE operates within the Department’s criteria in allocating such sup-
port and applications meeting the criteria are approved by the NCSE.  Applications meeting the 
criteria are approved by the NCSE.  

The SENO for Moyderwell National School has confirmed that there is a special speech and 
language class attached to this school.

The criteria for specific speech and language disorder are set out in my Department in Cir-
culars 08/99, 08/02 and 02/05 and these criteria are consistent with the recommendations in the 
Special Education Review Committee (SERC) Report.  Appendix 1 of Circular 02/05 Organi-
sation of Teaching Resources for Pupils who need additional Support in Mainstream Primary 
Schools states the following in relation to specific speech and language disorder: 

Such pupils should meet each of the following criteria:

- The pupil has been assessed by a psychologist on a standardised test of intelligence that 
places non-verbal or performance ability within the average range or above.
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- The pupil has been assessed by a speech therapist on a standardised test of language devel-
opment that places performance in one or more of the main areas of speech and language devel-
opment at two standard deviations or more below the mean, or at a      generally equivalent level.

- The pupil’s difficulties are not attributable to hearing impairment; where the pupil is af-
fected to some degree by hearing impairment, the hearing threshold for the speech-related fre-
quencies should be 40Db;

- Emotional and behavioural disorders or a physical disability are not considered to be pri-
mary causes.

- Pupils with speech and language delays and difficulties are not to be considered under this 
category.

- In the case of specific speech and language disorder it is a pupil’s non-verbal or perfor-
mance ability that must be within the average range or above. (i.e. non-verbal or performance 
IQ of 90, or above).

- The  pupil must also have been assessed by a speech and language therapist and found to 
be at two or more standard deviations (S.D.) below the mean, or at a generally equivalent level 
(i.e. - 2 S.D. or below, at or below a standard score of 70) in one or more of the main areas of 
speech and language development.

Two assessments, a psychological assessment and a speech and language assessment are 
necessary in this case.

The NCSE has stated that the student in question did not, at the time, have a speech and 
language disorder diagnosis. If this child’s diagnosis has changed to one of specific speech and 
language disorder and if the professional reports confirm same and recommend special class 
placement for the child, the child’s parents can apply for a place in the Speech & Language 
class in this school for next September.

27/02/2018WRQ02900Disadvantaged Status

27/02/2018WRQ03000262. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 152 of 7 February 2018, if the identification levels for disadvantaged schools 
is based in the data received from the schools combined with the census or if it is based on the 
census only data; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9857/18]

27/02/2018WRQ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As stated in my last reply, 
the identification of levels of disadvantage in schools is based on data provided by schools 
themselves, combined with publicly available CSO Small Area of Population Census data as 
represented by the Pobal HP Index. 

A comprehensive document, explaining the methodology used in the DEIS Identification 
process is available on the Department’s website at   https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-
Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Identification-
Process.pdf 

27/02/2018WRQ03200Schools Building Projects Applications

27/02/2018WRQ03300263. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
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plication for a proposed new school (details supplied). [9858/18]

27/02/2018WRQ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A project to provide a new 
school building for the school to which the Deputy refers is included on my Department’s capi-
tal programme.  

The relevant Education and Training Board, as patron of the school in question, is currently 
in the process of finalising the acquisition of property to facilitate this building project.

Once this acquisition is complete the project to deliver the new school building can progress 
into architectural planning.

27/02/2018WRQ03500Home Tuition Scheme Provision

27/02/2018WRQ03600264. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the maxi-
mum allowable hours for a child that wishes to receive home tuition; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9864/18]

27/02/2018WRQ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The purpose of the Home 
Tuition Grant Scheme is to provide funding towards the provision of a compensatory educa-
tional service for 

1. Early educational intervention for children with autism who meet the schemes eligibility 
criteria 

2.  Students with special educational needs seeking an educational placement in a recog-
nised school 

3. Students, enrolled in schools, with significant medical conditions which has caused, and 
is likely to continue to cause, major disruption to their attendance at school 

The preferred approach is that children are educated in school settings where children may 
have access to fully qualified teachers, individualised education programmes, special needs 
assistants, school curriculum with the option, where possible and appropriate, of full or partial 
integration and interaction with other pupils. 

Accordingly, Home Tuition is provided as an interim measure only for children for whom 
a placement in a recognised school is not available and should not be regarded as an optional 
alternative to a school placement.  

Each of the strands of the scheme prescribe the hours available for allocation. For children 
with Autism aged from 2.5 years to 3 years the number of tuition hours available is 10. From 3 
years, for children with Autism for whom school placements are not available, the number of 
available tuition hours is 20 per week. 

For children with special educational needs over 4 years for whom school placements are 
not available, the number of available tuition hours is 20 per week. 

For children with medical conditions the hours granted are reflective of the time the child 
has been absent from school and these are listed in the Department’s Home Tuition circular. 

I do not intend to make changes to the number of hours applicable under the 2017/18 Home 
Tuition scheme. 

I have attached my Departments Circular 0050/2017, which sets out the number of hours ap-
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plicable under each strand of the scheme. 

27/02/2018WRQ03800Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

27/02/2018WRQ03900265. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the recent resignation of two members of the board of an organisation 
(details supplied); the reason for the resignations; his views on the reason provided for the res-
ignations; if his attention has been further drawn to the lack of progress in respect of ongoing 
issues at the organisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9867/18]

27/02/2018WRQ04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am aware that 2 members 
of the Board of Caranua have resigned.  The Board of Caranua has the important job of secur-
ing the most beneficial, effective and efficient use of the resources available in the investment 
account while being fair to survivors, seeking to meet their needs and benefit as many people 
as possible.  I thanked both of the former survivor members for their contribution to the work 
of the Board.  

Caranua has, up until the end of December, expended €72.5m on services for survivors.  The 
services include:

Applications Value by Category Type Cumulative
Health €19.7 million
Housing €51.3 million
Education €1.3 million
Exceptional Needs €170,709
Total Value of Applications Paid €72.5 million
They are now publishing statistics on the feedback they receive from survivors and for 

2017, there was a 90% satisfaction rate.   

In 2016, following consultation with survivors, the Board changed their criteria to include 
household goods and funeral expenses.  This was in response to what survivors were calling for 
on how the fund should be utilised.

As well as having to comply with the Code of Practice for the Governance for State Bodies, 
Caranua are in process of implementing the following measures:

- It is reviewing its customer charter in consultation with stakeholders;

- It is making data available on feedback and complaints received;

- It is working to increase the level of face-to-face engagement with applicants. It is doing 
this through scheduled face-to-face meetings in various venues in Dublin, in the regions and in 
the UK. 

- It is working to enhance the level of statistics it provides to the Department and to the 
public on waiting times for processing and communicating decisions.  

Following the resignation of two members, there are still two survivors on the Board of 
Caranua and my Department will be seeking to replace the Board members who resigned as 
soon as practicable.
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27/02/2018WRR00200Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

27/02/2018WRR00300266. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has 
satisfied himself with the operation of an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9868/18]

27/02/2018WRR00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Caranua has the important 
job of securing the most beneficial, effective and efficient use of the resources available in the 
investment account while being fair to survivors, seeking to meet their needs and benefit as 
many people as possible.   

Caranua has, up until the end of December, expended €72.5m on services for survivors.  The 
services include:

Applications Value by Category Type Cumulative
Health €19.7 million
Housing €51.3 million
Education €1.3 million
Exceptional Needs €170,709
Total Value of Applications Paid €72.5 million
They are now publishing statistics on the feedback they receive from survivors and for 

2017, there was a 90% satisfaction rate.   

As well as having to comply with the Code of Practice for State Bodies, Caranua are cur-
rently implementing a number of measures, such as:

-  It is reviewing its customer charter in consultation with stakeholders;

-  It is making data available on feedback and complaints received;

-  It is working to increase the level of face-to-face engagement with applicants. 

-  It is working to enhance the level of statistics it provides to the Department and to the 
public on waiting times for processing and communicating decisions.

27/02/2018WRR00500Teachers’ Remuneration

27/02/2018WRR00600267. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of per-
sons in the teaching profession who worked overseas for a number of years under a group (de-
tails supplied) in view of the fact that their service overseas was recognised by his Department 
for incremental purposes but not for superannuation pension purposes; his plans to include 
these years for superannuation and pension purposes; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9903/18]

27/02/2018WRR00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Comhlámh is the umbrella 
organisation which acts as a conduit between voluntary organisations in this country who work 
in developing countries and the Irish Government agency Irish Aid which is part of the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  

Where a person, employed in an approved teaching post in a recognised school, is granted 
approved unpaid leave to work in developing countries under the auspices of Comhlámh, the 
period of such leave is not pensionable in its own right under the teachers’ pension scheme.  
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However, the period of the overseas contract may be purchased at full actuarial cost.  It is a mat-
ter between the teacher and Comhlámh as to whether the contract provides for such payment 
and under what conditions.  Where my Department is provided with written confirmation of an 
agreement under which Comhlámh has undertaken to pay the appropriate pension contributions 
on behalf of the teacher, it will invoice Comhlámh for the full cost and upon receipt of the pay-
ment will then credit the person with the appropriate service credit for pension purposes.

 If a circumstance were to arise where payment by Comhlámh had not been agreed with the 
teacher, then it would be open to the teacher in his/her own right to purchase the period at full 
actual cost and my Department would provide a quotation to him/her on request.

27/02/2018WRR00800Residential Institutions Redress Scheme Eligibility

27/02/2018WRR00900268. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
parliamentary question numbers 204 of 27 June 2017, 224 of 20 September 2017, 51 of 25 Oc-
tober 2017 and 57 of 16 January 2018, when the eligibility review will be published; when the 
review was commenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9922/18]

27/02/2018WRR01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The review of eligibility 
to apply for Caranua is confined to the issue of eligibility of persons who may access the fund.  
No other issues form part of the review.

The draft terms of reference were published on the website of the Department of Education 
and Skills on 13 February 2017 and submissions were invited with a closing date of 8th March 
2017.  

The review will be published in the coming weeks.

27/02/2018WRR01100Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

27/02/2018WRR01200269. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria available to 
a person (details supplied) to prove independent living status towards qualification for a third 
level grant when that independent living took place in a foreign country; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9932/18]

27/02/2018WRR01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Very significant numbers 
of third-level students move out of home to go to college and continue to be supported by their 
parents while in full-time education. Confirmation that a student is living separately from his/
her parents is of itself, not sufficient to establish independent status.

When considering whether a student meets the conditions to be assessed independently of 
his or her parents, grant awarding authorities like SUSI are obliged to satisfy themselves be-
yond doubt that an acceptable degree of proof of independent living in the relevant period has 
been submitted by the grant applicant.

For student grants purposes, a student may be assessed as an independent student if he/she 
has attained the age of 23 on the 1st of January of the year of first entry to an approved post 
leaving certificate course or an approved higher education course or of re-entry to an approved 
course following a break in studies of at least three years, and is not ordinarily resident with his/
her parents from the previous 1 October. Otherwise he/she would continue to be assessed on the 
basis of his/her parents’ income. 
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The onus is on the grant applicant to provide the necessary documentary evidence as re-
quested by the relevant grant awarding authority. Such documentary evidence will vary from 
student to student, depending on each individual’s particular set of circumstances.

The type of documentary evidence required by SUSI can be viewed at the following link: 
https://susi.ie/eligibility/applicant-class/   

It is important to note that each year a significant number of student grant applicants are as-
sessed as ‘independent’ students and awarded student supports on that basis.  

If an individual applicant considers that he/she has been unjustly refused a student grant, he/
she may appeal, in the first instance, to his/her awarding body. Where an individual applicant 
has had an appeal turned down in writing by the awarding authority and remains of the view 
that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal outlining the posi-
tion may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board.

27/02/2018WRR01400Capitation Grants

27/02/2018WRR01500270. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number and 
proportion of schools that have been rewarded with extra capitation grants arising from compli-
ance with circular 0032/2017. [9933/18]

27/02/2018WRR01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In April 2017, I published 
Circular Letter 0032/2017 which requires school authorities to adopt the following principles 
of cost-effective practice which will put a greater emphasis on reducing the cost of school uni-
forms and other costs:

- All elements of a school should be purchasable from various stores;

-  Only “iron on” or “sew on” crests should be used;

- Wherever possible, generic rather than branded items should be specified (e.g. uniform, 
clothing, IT tablets, sports equipment etc.);

- Provide parents with a list of all required items and indicate the likely costs of these re-
quired items at best value stores;

- Provide a book rental scheme;

- Phase out, between now and September 2018, the use of workbooks which cannot be re-
used;

- Where an exclusive supply arrangement applies, it should be tendered for regularly.

- The Board of Management in each school will have to review the cost of items which they 
require parents to purchases and to make this information available to the school community.

In the Circular Letter I also set out my intention, as resources permit, to reward schools that 
can provide evidence of having adopted the principles of cost-effective practice. It is intended 
that this could be done through some premium in capitation grants for schools.

I do recognise the need to improve capitation funding for schools having regard to the re-
ductions that were necessary over recent years. Budget 2018 marks the second year of major re-
investment in the education sector, as we continue to implement the Action Plan for Education, 
which has the central aim to make the Irish Education and Training service the best in Europe 
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within a decade.  In 2018, the budget for my Department will increase by €554 million to over 
€10 billion. One of the actions of the 2016-2019 Action Plan is to restore capitation as resources 
permit. Capitation funding remains a priority for me to address as part of the Action Plan.

The process is under way for restoring grant funding that is used by schools to fund the 
salaries of ancillary staff.  Circular 0079/2017 outlines the current rate increases in order to en-
able schools implement the arbitration salary increase for grant funded school secretaries and 
caretakers and to also implement the restoration of salary for cleaners arising from the unwind-
ing of FEMPI legislation.

In relation to the timeline for payment of a premium in capitation grants, this can only be 
determined when there is funding available through the budgetary process for improvements 
in capitation grants. A decision will have to be taken at that time on whether any such funding 
should be channelled in the first instance to delivering on the commitment in the Action Plan 
2016 to 2019 to restore capitation funding over a 3 year period before looking at premium pay-
ments for schools who have adopted the principles of cost effective practice. 

When budgetary resources are available to provide a premium capitation payment for 
schools, my Department will then consider the most appropriate mechanism to gather evidence 
on whether or not schools have adopted the principles of cost-effective practice.

Issues in relation to school costs will also be dealt with through the Parents and Students 
Charter, which each school will develop and operate, following the enactment of the Education 
(Parent and Student Charter) Bill 2016.

27/02/2018WRR01700Teachers’ Remuneration

27/02/2018WRR01800271. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
detail to teaching unions the way in which the Government plans to achieve equal pay for 
all teachers into the future by 13 March 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9954/18]

27/02/2018WRR01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The public service agree-
ments have allowed a programme of pay restoration for public servants to start. I negotiated 
together with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, a 15-22% pay 
increase for new teachers. The agreements to date have restored an estimated 75% of the dif-
ference in pay for more recently recruited teachers and deliver full equality at later points in the 
scale.

As a result of the changes I negotiated together with my colleague the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, the current starting salary of a new teacher is €35,958 and from 1 
October 2020 onwards will be €37,692. If full equalisation was achieved the starting salary for 
a post-primary teacher from 1 October 2020 would be €43,879 and for a primary teacher would 
be €41,511, at a cost of over €200 million across the public service.

Differential pay scales were introduced by the then Government in 2010. It must be borne 
in mind that the pay reduction for post-2011 entrants to the public service applied to all public 
servants and not just teachers, and that any restoration of these measures in respect of teach-
ers would be expected to be applied elsewhere across the public service. While I am not in a 
position to provide an estimate of the total cost of restoring all post-1 January 2011 entrants 
in all of the public service to the pre-2011 pay scale arrangements, I can say that in the case of 
education and training sector employees, including teachers, the estimated current full year cost 
would be in the order of €130 million. Clearly, the cost across the entire public service would 
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be substantially higher.

To have gone further than the pay increases that have been negotiated for 2018 would mean 
I would have had less money available to hire over 1,000 extra SNAs in 2018, and over 1,000 
extra teachers in 2018. 

Any further negotiation on new entrant pay is a cross sectoral issue, not just an issue for the 
education sector. The Government also supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI 
legislation, having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of 
the essential role played by public servants. 

A commitment is included in the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 to consider 
the issue of newly qualified pay within 12 months of the commencement of the Agreement. 
That process has now commenced with a first meeting on 12 October 2017.  The three teacher 
unions attended that first meeting.

In addition, the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides that within 3 months 
of the passing of the Act, my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform will 
prepare and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the cost of and a plan in dealing with pay 
equalisation for new entrants to the public service. 

27/02/2018WRR02000DEIS Eligibility

27/02/2018WRR02100272. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to re-
view the criteria for entry into the DEIS scheme; if a public consultation on the proposed crite-
ria will be part of the process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10035/18]

27/02/2018WRR02200273. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to in-
crease the weighting given to Travellers that are attending schools in the assessment of DEIS 
eligibility in view of the fact that Travellers have historically had a much lower achievement in 
school than the population as a whole; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10036/18]

27/02/2018WRR02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): DEIS Plan 2017 was the 
culmination of more than 18 months of consultation and discourse with education partners and 
other stakeholders to ensure that identification of schools and future delivery of interventions is 
fully informed by the practical experience of teachers, parents, students and non-governmental 
organisations working on behalf of children at risk of educational disadvantage and their fami-
lies. 

The report of the review is available on my Department’s website at https://www.educa-
tion.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/
DEIS-Review-Report.pdf  and DEIS Plan 2017, which details the range of actions identified 
during the review, is available at   https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/
DEIS-Plan-2017.pdf.

A comprehensive document, explaining the methodology used in the Identification process 
is available on the Department’s website at   https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Ser-
vices/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Identification-Process.pdf

The arrangement for the identification of schools for DEIS are set out in DEIS Plan 2017 
and I have no current plans to review these arrangements.
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27/02/2018WRR02500Schools Site Acquisitions

27/02/2018WRR02600274. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the criteria used 
and copies of the way in which the technical assessment was carried out, including a copy of 
the technical assessment sheet, are publicly available; if so, the location in which they may be 
accessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10037/18]

27/02/2018WRR02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of technical guid-
ance documents are available on my Department’s website (www.education.ie). 

Where my Department is acquiring a site for the purposes of delivering school accommoda-
tion thereon, identified site options are technically assessed in line with the provisions of my 
Department’s Technical Guidance Documents for school sites (TGD 25 and TGD 27), as avail-
able on the Department’s website. 

If the Deputy is referring to technical assessments of a different nature, or of a specific 
technical assessment, I would be pleased to further address his query in the context of any 
clarification.

27/02/2018WRR02800Gaelscoil Issues

27/02/2018WRR02900275. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
new Gaelscoil (details supplied); if approval has been given in principle for the provision of this 
school; if a site has been identified for the school; if not, the reason the demand of 800 parents 
for a Gaelscoil in this area is being ignored; the criteria applied in assessing the need for a Gael-
scoil in an area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10043/18]

27/02/2018WRR03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department uses a 
Geographical Information System to identify the areas under increased demographic pressure 
nationwide.  The system uses data from the Central Statistics Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland, 
the Department of Social Protection and information from my Department’s own databases. 
With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to deter-
mine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.  

When it is decided that a new school is required to meet demographic needs in an area, my 
Department runs a separate patronage process to decide who will operate the school.  It is open 
to all patrons and prospective patrons to apply for patronage of a school under this process and 
parental preferences for each patron, along with an analysis of existing provision in the area, are 
key to decisions in relation to the outcome of the process.

This process was followed in relation to the decision on the patronage of the new primary 
school which opened in September 2016 to serve the Drumcondra_Marino_Dublin 1 area.  My 
Department assessed the applications received from the prospective patrons, including exam-
ining the parental preferences received in the applications to ensure they represented children 
living within the school planning area which the school is set up to serve.  My Department 
prepared an assessment report for the consideration of the New

Schools Establishment Group (NSEG) which then submitted a report with recommenda-
tions to me for consideration and final decision. 

The patronage assessment report which is published on my Department’s website, while 
indicating substantial support for an Irish medium school, reflects nearly twice as many valid 
preferences for an Educate Together school in this area as for a Gaelscoil. I accepted the rec-
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ommendation of the NSEG and the school under the patronage of Educate Together opened in 
September 2016.

While there are three Gaelscoileanna already operating in the area, the NSEG, in their report 
to me, noted the strong level of demand from parents for Irish-medium education in the area 
and recommended that this should be kept under review in the context of future demographic 
exercises. In this regard, my Department is currently carrying out nationwide demographic 
exercises at primary and post-primary level to identify areas of demographic growth and deter-
mine where additional school accommodation is needed in order to plan for school provision 
nationwide and this work is almost complete. 

27/02/2018WRR03100School Admissions

27/02/2018WRR03200276. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills when an applica-
tion for change of status from a girls only school to a coeducational school by a school (details 
supplied) made on 7 February 2018 will be decided; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10044/18]

27/02/2018WRR03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to confirm that an 
application from the school referred to by the Deputy, in respect of a change of status from a 
junior mixed/senior girls school to fully vertical co-educational school, was received earlier this 
month, by my Department.  The application in question is currently being considered and fur-
ther information is required from the Patron.  In that regard, my Department intends to contact 
the Patron directly in the coming days.

27/02/2018WRR03400Oibreacha Feabhsúcháin do Scoileanna

27/02/2018WRR03500277. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén uair a 
dhéanfar cinneadh ar iarratas ó Bhord Oideachais agus Oiliúna na Gaillimhe agus Ros Comáin 
ar chóiríocht fheabhsaithe, seomra acmhainní san áireamh, do scoil (sonraí tugtha) ar cuireadh 
iarratas isteach ina leith i mí an Mheithimh 2017; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[10074/18]

27/02/2018WRR03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Ba mhaith liom a chur in 
iúl go bhfuil an t-iarratas ar chóiríocht bhreise ag an scoil i gceist fós á phlé. Táimse ag súil go 
n-eiseofar cinneadh go díreach chuig údarás na scoile gan mhoill.  

27/02/2018WRR03700Stádas Scoile

27/02/2018WRR03800278. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén uair a 
thabharfar stádas neamhspléach do scoil (sonraí tugtha) mar scoil neamhspléach; cén chúis atá 
leis an moill an cinneadh seo a dhéanamh; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [10075/18]

27/02/2018WRR03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Tá coiste athbhreithnithe 
bunaithe chun athbhreithniú a dhéanamh ar an soláthar oideachais ar fud scoileanna ar oileáin. 
Tá an obair seo ag an gcéim thosaigh a bhaineann lena forbairt agus déanfar í a chur chun cinn 
in 2018. Beidh an Roinn i dteagmháil leis na páirtithe ábhartha, an t-údarás scoile dá dtagraítear 
ina measc.
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27/02/2018WRS00200Schools Site Acquisitions

27/02/2018WRS00300279. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new secondary school for the Swords area of County Dublin, as announced in 
November 2015; if  locations for the proposed school have been identified; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10085/18]

27/02/2018WRS00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform 
the Deputy that the acquisition of a site at Mooretown, Swords to accommodate the new post 
primary school has completed.

The planning application for the permanent school building, as included on my Depart-
ment’s capital plan, is currently being finalised and is expected to be lodged shortly. 

27/02/2018WRS00500Schools Site Acquisitions

27/02/2018WRS00600280. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the provision of a new secondary school for the Malahide and Portmarnock areas of County 
Dublin, as announced in November 2015; if locations for these proposed schools have been 
identified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10086/18]

27/02/2018WRS00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, a project to deliver permanent accommodation for the new post primary school to serve 
Malahide/Portmarnock, as announced in November 2015, is included on my Department’s cap-
ital plan.

Officials in my Department are continuing to liaise with officials in Fingal County Council 
under the Memorandum of Understanding for the acquisition of school sites in order to secure a 
suitable site to facilitate this project.  A suitable site has been identified and engagement in this 
regard is ongoing with a view to securing a site as expeditiously as possible.

My Department continues to keep Educate Together, as patron of the school, appraised of 
developments in the site acquisition process.

27/02/2018WRS00800Schools Site Acquisitions

27/02/2018WRS00900281. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a permanent site for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10087/18]

27/02/2018WRS01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
the project to provide permanent accommodation for the school in question is included on my 
Department’s Capital Programme.

Officials in my Department continue to liaise with officials in the relevant local authority in 
accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and acqui-
sition of a suitable site for this school and the process is ongoing.  

My Department is in contact with the school patron to appraise them of progress in this 
regard.
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27/02/2018WRS01100Schools Site Acquisitions

27/02/2018WRS01200282. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the provision of a new site for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10088/18]

27/02/2018WRS01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The lands at Hedgestown 
National school, as referred to by the Deputy, were purchased by the St Laurence O’Toole Di-
ocesan Trust, on behalf of the Board of Management.

An initial site adjacent to the school, was procured from Fingal County Council and trans-
ferred ownership on 1st June 2017. 

The second site was purchased from a private vendor and ownership transferred on 18th 
October 2017. 

My Department received copies of the deeds of transfer in November 2017.

27/02/2018WRS01400Schools Site Acquisitions

27/02/2018WRS01500283. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding progress on a new school building project for a school (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10089/18]

27/02/2018WRS01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware the 
building project for the school in question is included on my Department’s capital programme.

A new school site is required to accommodate this project and officials in my Department 
have been in contact with the school patron and trustees in relation to the site acquisition.

27/02/2018WRS01700Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2018WRS01800284. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the next 
phase of the school building for a school (details supplied) will commence; the status of this 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10090/18]

27/02/2018WRS01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that construction of the second phase of the school building project in question com-
menced in January 2018 and subject to no issues arising the project should take approximately 
18 months to complete,

27/02/2018WRS02000Schools Site Acquisitions

27/02/2018WRS02100285. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new site for a school (details supplied) as announced in November 2015; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10091/18]

27/02/2018WRS02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
a project to provide permanent accommodation for the school in question is included on my 
Department’s Capital Programme.
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Officials in my Department continue to liaise with officials in the relevant local authority in 
accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the acquisition of a suitable 
site for this school.  Discussions with relevant parties regarding the potential acquisition of a 
preferred site option are currently in progress with a view to advancing matters as expeditiously 
as possible. 

I can assure the Deputy that my Department is in communication with the school patron and 
representatives to keep them appraised of progress and they will be informed of the proposed 
location as soon as it is possible to do so.

27/02/2018WRS02300Schools Site Acquisitions

27/02/2018WRS02400286. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
will engage with officials from Kildare County Council to resolve the issue of the siting of a 
proposed new school (details supplied) in County Kildare in order that the project can be ad-
vanced through architectural planning; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10132/18]

27/02/2018WRS02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the school in question is included in my Department’s 6-Year Con-
struction Programme. 

A site is required to progress the building project.  The Patron is providing the site for the 
new school and the site originally offered by the Patron was not suitable.  The Patron has been 
requested to identify an alternative site and a response from the Patron is awaited. 

27/02/2018WRS02600Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2018WRS02700287. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has appointed 
a design team for the required refurbishment and extension to a school (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10133/18]

27/02/2018WRS02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department is commit-
ted to providing a permanent accommodation solution for the school referred to by the Deputy.  
In that regard, a building project for the school to which he refers is included on my Depart-
ment’s 6 year Construction Programme.  In the context of progressing the building project, my 
Department has undertaken a site visit to the school.  The next step includes the formulation 
of the accommodation brief for the project and this process is in train.  My Department will 
be liaising with the school in due course in the context of initiating the architectural planning 
process for the project.

27/02/2018WRS02900Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2018WRS03000288. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has appointed 
a design team for the required refurbishment and extension to a school (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10134/18]

27/02/2018WRS03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department is commit-
ted to providing a permanent accommodation solution for the school referred to by the Deputy.  
In that regard, a building project for the school to which she refers is included in my Depart-
ment’s 6-Year Construction Programme.  In the context of progressing the building project, my 
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Department has undertaken a site visit to the school.

The building project will be devolved to Kildare Wicklow Educational Training Board 
(KWETB) for delivery and my Department will be engaging with KWETB shortly in this re-
gard.

27/02/2018WRS03200Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2018WRS03300289. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has satisfied 
himself that the construction of a campus (details supplied) in County Kildare is progressing 
according to the timeframe; if the project will be completed on time in May 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10137/18]

27/02/2018WRS03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project to which the 
Deputy refers is progressing satisfactorily.  There is no reason at this point in time to suggest 
that the project will not be completed within contract with the due completion date being May 
2019.

27/02/2018WRS03500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

27/02/2018WRS03600290. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a case in 
County Kildare in which a person (details supplied) has been unable to secure a place for school 
will be examined. [10158/18]

27/02/2018WRS03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department provides 
for a range of placement options and supports for schools which have enrolled students with 
special educational needs, in order to ensure that wherever a child is enrolled, s/he will have 
access to an appropriate education.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is a separate independent statutory 
body whose functions include planning and co-ordinating the provision of education and sup-
port services to children with special educational needs in conjunction with schools and the 
Health Service Executive (HSE).  The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational 
Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from schools for special 
educational needs supports as required.  The NCSE is aware of emerging need from year to year 
and where special provision is required it is planned and established to meet that need.

The NCSE’s SENO responsibility includes planning and co-ordinating the provision of edu-
cation and support services to children with special educational needs, including supporting 
children and parents in identifying school placement options and resource needs.  Each SENO 
works in an assigned local area with parents, schools, teachers, psychologists, health profes-
sionals and other staff who are involved in the provision of services in that area for children 
with special educational needs.

In dealing with parents of children with special educational needs, SENOs support children 
and their parents in identifying school placement options and resource needs; keeping parents 
informed of what resourcing decisions are being made on their child’s behalf.  The SENO will 
also discuss any concerns that parents have about the present or future educational needs of 
their child.  The local SENO is available to discuss the issues the parents have with regard to 
a special school placement for the child in question and to offer support and expertise. SENO 
contact details can be obtained at: http://ncse.ie/seno-contact-list.
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The enrolment of a child in a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents of the 
child and the Board of Management of a school.  This Department has no role in relation to 
processing applications for enrolment to schools. 

Accordingly, parents are advised to seek to enrol their child, by applying in writing, to their 
school/s of their choice as early as possible.

It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrol-
ment policy in accordance with the Education Act, 1998.  The criteria to be applied by schools 
in such circumstances are a matter for the schools themselves.  This selection process and the 
enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly 
in respect of all applicants.  Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is 
legally obliged to publish its enrolment policy.

Section 29 of the Education Act 1998, provides parents with an appeal process where a 
board of management of a school or a person acting on behalf of the Board refuses enrolment 
to a student.  Where a school refuses to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform parents 
of their right under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to either the 
relevant Educational Training Board or to the Secretary General of this Department.

27/02/2018WRS03800Parental Leave

27/02/2018WRS03900291. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that a parent can lose out on parental leave by virtue of the fact their 
child reaches the upper qualifying age limit in cases in which the parent is out on carer’s leave 
caring for another child in the family with a disability; his plans to address this issue; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9392/18]

27/02/2018WRS04000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, the Government has approved drafting of a Family Leave Bill, 
which will consolidate all existing family leave legislation such as parental leave, carer’s leave, 
maternity leave and adoptive leave into one Act while making necessary amendments and im-
provements. 

There will be an opportunity for any anomalies, such as the one that the Deputy has raised, 
to be considered within the context of this project.

27/02/2018WRT00200Criminal Prosecutions Data

27/02/2018WRT00300292. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pros-
ecutions for the use of false identities to acquire driving licences in each of the years from 2010 
to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form. [9812/18]

27/02/2018WRT00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which include the 
provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had inquiries made with the 
Courts Service and the information requested will be forwarded to the Deputy in due course.
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27/02/2018WRT00500Garda Data

27/02/2018WRT00600293. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if all 999 calls to An 
Garda Síochána in the Dublin metropolitan area are archived for ten years; and, if not, the num-
ber of years for which they are archived. [9267/18]

27/02/2018WRT00700294. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if metadata for all 999 
calls to An Garda Síochána in the Dublin metropolitan area are archived for ten years; and if 
not, the number of years for which they are archived. [9268/18]

27/02/2018WRT00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 293 and 294 together.

I have requested the information sought by the Deputy from the Garda Commissioner and 
when this is to hand, I will write to the Deputy directly.

I wish to make clear to the Deputy that the archiving of records, in this case metadata, is 
an operational matter for the Garda Commissioner.  The control, direction and operation of An 
Garda Síochána is not subject to the powers of my office and these are limitations which must 
be respected.

27/02/2018WRT01000Garda Deployment

27/02/2018WRT01100295. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí allocated to Carrigaline Garda station for each of the past ten years. [9279/18]

27/02/2018WRT01200296. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of community gardaí who have been attached to Carrigaline Garda station for each of 
the past eight years; and the other stations community gardaí would have been attached to at the 
same time over that period. [9280/18]

27/02/2018WRT01300297. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the 
Togher Garda district has sought additional staff for the Carrigaline subdistrict recently; and, if 
so, the number allocated. [9282/18]

27/02/2018WRT01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 295 to 297, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the dis-
tribution of resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
the optimum use is made of these resources. 

In regard to the deployment of Garda personnel, a distribution model is used which takes 
into account all relevant factors including population, crime trends and the policing needs of 
each individual Garda Division.  Where a deficiency in resources is identified the matter is 
considered fully and addressed accordingly.  In addition, as you will appreciate, in order to 
deliver an effective policing service, it is essential that Garda management have the flexibility 
to deploy Garda resources to meet operational policing needs and address critical issues as they 
arise.  For this reason, the number of Garda available in any one Garda Station on a particular 
day is subject to the operational requirements of the overall Division.
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As the Deputy will be aware Carrigaline Garda Station forms part of the Togher District.  I 
am informed by the Commissioner that the strength of the Togher District on 31 January 2018, 
the latest date for which information is readily available, was 120 of whom 6 are designated 
Community Garda.  There are also 3 Garda Reserves and 11 Garda civilian staff attached to 
the Togher District.  When appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of 
Garda national units such as the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support 
Units, the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organ-
ised Crime Bureau. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime.  To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an over-
all Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 
Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
goal. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that since the reopening of the Garda College in Sep-
tember 2014, just under 1,600 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána of 
whom 10 have been assigned to the Togher District.  I am pleased to say that Garda numbers, 
taking account of retirements, increased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 
600 since the end of 2016. 

I am also pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the 
Garda workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains 
on track.  This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College.  Also 800 
Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year which will see Garda numbers, taking ac-
count of projected retirements, reach 14,000 by the end of 2018.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties.  There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training in 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to 
deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda District, including the Togher District.

In relation to the number of “Community Gardaí” it is important to recognise that commu-
nity policing is not a specialist role in An Garda Síochána; rather it is the case that all Gardaí 
have a role to play in community policing in carrying out their duties.  The official categorisa-
tion as a “Community Garda” simply refers to those who are exclusively assigned to building 
relationships with local communities including through the giving of talks to schools, commu-
nity groups and others.  It is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the 
optimum distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her having regard to the 
profile of the area and its specific needs.

I am assured by the Commissioner that the Garda National Model of Community Policing 
plays a key part in responding to crime by taking into account and responding to local conditions 
and needs.  Overall the Model advocates a partnership based, pro-active, community-orientated 
style of policing.  It is focused on crime prevention, problem-solving and law enforcement, with 
a view to building trust and enhancing the quality of life of the entire community.  Clear objec-
tives are set, such as high visibility in the community, ease of contact by members of the public, 
and enhanced support for crime prevention strategies. 
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As part of the Community Policing Model An Garda Síochána work in partnership with lo-
cal communities, to prevent and deter crime through initiatives such as Neighbourhood Watch, 
Community Alert, Text Alert and the Garda Schools Programme as well as through more formal 
structures such as Joint Policing Committees.

The Community Policing Model also places a strong emphasis on Crime Prevention and 
within each Garda Division, where there are specialist Crime Prevention Officers (CPOs), who 
are trained to encourage, promote and advise on crime prevention within communities.  In 
addition, the National Community Policing Office, attached to the Garda Community Engage-
ment Bureau, captures best practice in community policing initiatives and disseminates these 
practices through its communication network. 

I have previously stated that I welcome the strong emphasis that the Commissioner’s Mod-
ernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 places on developing and supporting the com-
munity policing ethos of the organisation and enhancing the current delivery model so that 
Gardaí spend more time in the community, gaining public confidence and trust and providing a 
greater sense of security.  It will result in the introduction of multi-skilled Community Policing 
Teams in every District.  In terms of progress on this important initiative, I am informed that a 
draft Community Policing Framework which outlines the manner in which Community Polic-
ing Teams will be established has been completed and is subject to internal review before being 
approved by the Garda Executive for implementation.

For the Deputy’s information I have set out in tabular form the total Garda strength and the 
Community Garda strength of Carrigaline Garda station for the years 2009 - 2017, and as of 
31 January 2018.  I have also set out similar information in relation to the other stations in the 
Togher Garda District over that period.

Strength of Carrigaline Garda Station 2009 - 2018*
Year Community   Gardaí Gardaí Total
2009 1 19 20
2010 1 20 21
2011 1 19 20
2012 1 18 19
2013 1 20 21
2014 1 18 19
2015 1 18 19
2016 1 19 20
2017 1 19 20
2018 1 18 19
*Up to 31 January 2018

Togher Garda Station 2009 - 2018*
Year Community   Gardaí Gardaí Total
2009 2 59 61
2010 2 58 60
2011 2 53 55
2012 2 53 55
2013 2 49 51
2014 2 50 52
2015 1 49 50
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Togher Garda Station 2009 - 2018*
Year Community   Gardaí Gardaí Total
2016 2 44 46
2017 2 54 56
2018 2 55 57
*Up to 31 January 2018

Bishopstown Garda Station 2009 - 2018*
Year Community   Gardaí Gardaí Total
2009 2 23 25
2010 2 20 22
2011 2 22 24
2012 2 20 22
2013 2 19 21
2014 2 19 21
2015 2 19 21
2016 2 19 21
2017 1 18 19
2018 1 19 20
*Up to 31 January 2018

Douglas Garda Station 2009 - 2018*
Year Community   Gardaí Gardaí Total
2009 2 20 22
2010 2 25 27
2011 2 25 27
2012 2 24 26
2013 2 22 24
2014 2 22 24
2015 2 19 21
2016 2 18 20
2017 2 17 19
2018 2 18 20
*Up to 31 January 2018

27/02/2018WRT01700Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRT01800298. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of freedom of information requests his Department has received in the past eight years; the 
number of which were accepted without further escalation and not accepted, respectively; the 
number requested that were not accepted and were escalated to the Information Commissioner; 
the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of the person requesting 
the freedom of information; the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled against 
his Department; the number his Department appealed to the High Court; the number the High 
Court ruled against his Department in favour of the applicant; the number which were then 
brought to the Court of Appeal by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [9295/18]

27/02/2018WRT01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department pro-
cesses all Freedom of Information requests received.  From 1 January 2010 - 31 December 2017 
my Department has received 5,580 requests.  

All requests are dealt with upon receipt and therefore none have been escalated to the Office 
of the Information Commissioner as a result of not being processed.

During this timeframe, the Office of the Information Commissioner reviewed 146 FoI deci-
sions made by my Department.  Collated information on the number which were then affirmed, 
varied or annulled by that office is not readily available.

My Department has not appealed any decision made by the Office of the Information Com-
missioner to the Courts.

27/02/2018WRT02000Personal Insolvency Arrangements

27/02/2018WRT02100299. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
times the banks’ veto has been successfully challenged through the personal insolvency pro-
cess; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9320/18]

27/02/2018WRT02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The section 115A court 
review process, introduced with effect from November 2015, permits a debtor to ask the court 
to review and assess the reasonableness of a Personal Insolvency Arrangement proposal which 
has been refused by creditors and which includes mortgage arrears on the debtor’s home.  Dur-
ing the section 115A court review, the court considers the reasonableness of the refusal using 
a balanced range of criteria and has power, if satisfied, to impose the proposed personal insol-
vency arrangement on the dissenting creditor(s).  This court based review effectively removes 
the so called “Bank Veto”.

Since the introduction of the section 115A court review, 78 cases have been approved by the 
courts in favour of the debtor.

Currently, there are over 500 cases before the courts.  A significant High Court judgment 
in early February addressed two key issues that had become a logjam in the process.  Namely, 
technical issues around the application for a court review and a fear from personal insolvency 
practitioners that creditors might pursue them for costs in a personal capacity.  These issues 
have now been adequately addressed.  The judgment has been positively received by both the 
Insolvency Service of Ireland and Personal Insolvency Practitioners.  Subject to any possible 
appeal, it is expected the judgment will lead to increased activity in Personal Insolvency Ar-
rangements. 

The High Court has published a number of important detailed judgments on the criteria that 
will be applied by the courts in section 115A review cases, and the types of mortgage arrears 
resolutions that may be imposed.  Those precedents involved the following issues.

- Separated Spouses - a case involving a separated spouse who restructured her mortgage.  
The Court rejected a claim by the bank that, before any restructure, the bank needed the co-
operation of the other joint borrower.

- Rejection of unsustainable warehousing proposal and approval for negative eq-
uity write-off - a case where the mortgage lender wanted to warehouse part of a mortgage. 
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The Court ruled that this could not be done unless there is a reasonable prospect of the couple 
paying back the warehoused amount.  The Court, instead, imposed the Personal Insolvency Ar-
rangement which wrote off most of the negative equity.

- Fixing interest rate for the long term - a case concerning a mortgage rate fixed for 27 
years.  In assessing if this unfairly prejudiced, the financial institution (a fund rather than a 
bank), the court held that it was appropriate to compare with market investment returns rather 
than with the interest rates and terms that are available to a bank which also has to raise capital.  
The Court decided that the Personal Insolvency Arrangement proposal, including the fixed in-
terest rate, was fair and reasonable in this context and was not unfairly prejudicial.

Under Abhaile, the Government’s national Mortgage Arrears Resolution Service, a bor-
rower may apply for legal aid to the Legal Aid Board to seek a court review under section 115A 
where their proposed Personal Insolvency Arrangement has been rejected by the creditors.

27/02/2018WRT02300Personal Insolvency Arrangements

27/02/2018WRT02400300. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason not 
all examples of possible solutions such as write-downs and debt for equity are not included on 
the website of the Insolvency Service of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9321/18]

27/02/2018WRT02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Section 102(6) of the 
Personal Insolvency Act 2012 contains a non-exhaustive list of secured debt treatment that may 
be included in the terms of a personal insolvency arrangement.  This list includes interest only 
payments for the term of the arrangement, part interest and part capital payments, interest rate 
reductions, principal reductions and creditor agreement to a reduction in the principal sum in 
return for a share in the equity of the debtor’s property, also known as, debt for equity.

A number of personal insolvency arrangement scenarios are included on the website of the 
Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI) which include examples of both secured and unsecured debt 
write-downs.  These scenarios reflect the range of standard offerings that creditors have agreed 
with personal insolvency practitioners in successfully concluded arrangements approved by the 
courts.

The ISI monitors the outcomes of personal insolvency arrangements, in particular they 
monitor the commercial terms of successful arrangements.  Where a new trend emerges, the ISI 
will add to the scenarios on its website.

I am advised that the ISI is not aware of any creditor whose credit guidelines provide debt 
for equity as a standard offering to personal insolvency practitioners.  However, the ISI is 
aware of a number of debt for equity solutions that have been proposed by personal insolvency 
practitioners to cater for the exceptional circumstances of individual debtors.  These proposals 
are currently subject to the section 115A court review process.  I understand that the ISI will 
continue to monitor the progress of these cases and will publish such a scenario on its website 
if cases are successful.

27/02/2018WRT02600Personal Insolvency Arrangements

27/02/2018WRT02700301. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to re-
form the insolvency process as per the programme for Government or other means; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [9324/18]

27/02/2018WRT02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Personal Insolvency 
Act 2012 has modernised the regime for personal insolvency and brought Ireland in line with 
international best practice by providing for a range of debt resolution options within a statu-
tory framework which balances the rights of creditors and debtors.  The Personal Insolvency 
Arrangement, in particular, is an innovative solution that seeks to restructure or settle secured 
debt. Other important elements of this framework include the statutory protections regarding 
the debtor’s reasonable living expenses and their home.

Since its establishment in 2013, the Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI) has returned over 
6,000 debtors to solvency with over 2,000 of those cases being Personal Insolvency Arrange-
ments (PIAs) which deal with mortgage debt. In over 90% of these PIA cases, debtors have 
been able to stay in their homes.  This is a significant achievement given that many cases in-
volved arrears exceeding 720 days.

In addition, the solutions introduced in the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 have served as a 
catalyst for over 120,000 informal agreements between debtors and creditors, as reported by 
the Central Bank of Ireland.  Debtors now have realistic alternative options available to them 
through the ISI if negotiations break down.

The Government has introduced a number of amendments and supports, since 2012, to en-
sure the success of the solutions provided by the personal insolvency legislation.  These include 
the section 115A court review process and the Abhaile Mortgage Arrears Resolution Service.

The section 115A court review process permits a debtor to ask the Court to review and as-
sess the reasonableness of a rejected PIA and, where satisfied as to its reasonableness, make an 
order confirming the PIA proposal.  This removes the so-called “Bank Veto”.

Another important enhancement is Abhaile, the Government’s national Mortgage Arrears 
Resolution Service.  This was introduced in 2016 to ensure that people who are in danger of 
losing their home have access to free professional advice, including advice from a personal 
insolvency practitioner.  In addition to detailed financial advice, Abhaile offers legal advice to 
homeowners in mortgage arrears with the aim of allowing them to find a solution to their arrears 
and to stay in their homes where possible.

Since 2016, the Abhaile Scheme has engaged with over 10,000 people in mortgage arrears, 
most of them in the chronic arrears category over 360 or 720 days in arrears.  Up to 19 February 
2018, Abhaile has provided: 

- financial advice and negotiation help – through Dedicated Mortgage Advisers working 
with MABS – to over 4,900 borrower households in home mortgage arrears;

- vouchers for professional financial advice and help on home mortgage arrears from a Per-
sonal Insolvency Practitioner, to 8,292 borrowers;

- vouchers for legal advice on home mortgage arrears from a Legal Aid Board solicitor, to 
2,285 borrowers;

- help from a duty solicitor for unrepresented borrowers before a County Registrar’s court 
on home repossession, to over 3,340 borrowers.

My Department is also finalising a review of the operation of the Personal Insolvency Acts.  
The review is taking place under section 141 of the Personal Insolvency Act 2012, which re-
quires the Minister for Justice and Equality (in consultation with the Minister for Finance) to 
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review the operation of Part 3 of the 2012 Act, and responds to a commitment in the Programme 
for a Partnership Government.

Submissions made by stakeholders via a public consultation on the operation of Part Three 
of the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 contain a range of recommendations to enhance the pro-
cess and to support increased engagement with the personal insolvency system.  These submis-
sions are being analysed and considered by my Department as part of the review along with 
recent developments in personal insolvency, including recent High Court judgments related to 
the process.  I look forward to bringing proposals to Government in the coming months to ad-
dress the conclusions of the review.

27/02/2018WRT02900Immigration Status

27/02/2018WRT03000302. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an asy-
lum application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9357/18]

27/02/2018WRT03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned is 
the subject of a deportation order made on 16 December 2010. 

Representations were received on behalf of the person concerned requesting that the depor-
tation order be revoked, pursuant to the provisions of section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 
(as amended).  All relevant aspects of the case will be considered before a decision is made.

The Deputy might wish to note that the decision to ensue from the consideration of this 
request will be to have the existing deportation order ‘affirmed’ or ‘revoked’.  Once such a de-
cision has been made, this decision will be notified in writing. In the meantime, the deportation 
order remains valid and in place.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/02/2018WRT03200Immigration Status

27/02/2018WRT03300303. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
a request by a person (details supplied) for a review of the decision to refuse their application 
under the European Communities (Free Movement of Persons) Regulations 2015; and when a 
decision will issue. [9358/18]

27/02/2018WRT03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been informed 
by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person 
concerned was refused a residence card on 10 October 2017 as they were not in compliance 
with the European Communities (Free Movement of Persons) Regulations 2015.

I also understand that INIS received a request for a review of that decision on 25 October 
2017.  The Deputy will appreciate that review applications are dealt with in strict chronologi-
cal order and there will be no avoidable delay in issuing a decision.  In the interim, INIS has 
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provided the person with temporary permission to remain in the State under Stamp 4 conditions 
until 24 August 2018.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/02/2018WRT03500Garda Training

27/02/2018WRT03600304. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if members of An 
Garda Síochána receive specific training for dealing with persons suspected to be suffering with 
mental health issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9359/18]

27/02/2018WRT03700305. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if mental health 
response units are available for members of An Garda Síochána to contact in cases of a mental 
health emergency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9360/18]

27/02/2018WRT03800306. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda Síochá-
na has a dedicated mental health unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9362/18]

27/02/2018WRT03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 304 to 306, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for carry-
ing on and managing and controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda 
Síochána and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter. 

I have sought a report from the Garda Commissioner in relation to the information requested 
by the Deputy and I write directly to the Deputy when the report is to hand. 

27/02/2018WRU00400Garda Deployment

27/02/2018WRU00500307. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of full 
time equivalent gardaí stationed in Ronanstown and Ballyfermot Garda stations, by type of 
gardaí (details supplied); his plans to increase the number of gardaí stationed at these stations in 
the coming years; if his attention has been drawn to the level of antisocial behaviour in Palm-
erstown, Dublin 20 which is served by these two stations; and his views on whether the current 
allocation of gardaí is sufficient to address the needs of the areas covered. [9387/18]

27/02/2018WRU00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. 

As the Deputy will be aware the Garda Stations of Ballyfermot and Ronanstown form part 
of the Dublin Metropolitan Region (DMR) West Division. I am informed by the Commissioner 
that the strength of the DMR West Division on 31 January 2018, the latest date for which infor-
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mation is readily available, was 667 of whom 64 are designated as Community Gardaí. There 
are also 26 Garda Reserves and 53 Garda civilian staff attached to the DMR West Division. 
When appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units 
such as the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda 
National Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime. To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an over-
all Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 
Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
goal. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that since the reopening of the Garda College in Sep-
tember 2014, just under 1,600 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána of 
whom 137 have been assigned to the DMR West Division. Of these 18 and 14 have been as-
signed to Ronanstown and Ballyfermot Garda Stations respectively. 

I am pleased to say that Garda numbers, taking account of retirements, increased to 13,551 
at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since the end of 2016. 

I am also pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the 
Garda workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on 
track. This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. Also 800 Garda 
trainees are scheduled to attest during the year which will see Garda numbers, taking account 
of projected retirements, reach 14,000 by the end of 2018.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties. There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training in 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána. We are now 
rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to de-
ploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Division, including the DMR West Division.

I have requested a report from the Commissioner in relation to the measure in place to tackle 
antisocial behaviour in the area referred to by the Deputy and I will write directly to the Deputy 
when the report is to hand.

For the Deputy’s information I have set out below in tabular form the total number of 
Gardaí and the number of Gardaí categorised as Community Gardaí attached to Ballyfermot 
and Ronanstown Garda stations as of 31 January 2018, the latest date for which figures are 
readily available.

Station Community Gardaí Gardaí Total
Ballyfermot 6 77 83
Ronanstown 10 78 88

27/02/2018WRU00700Sentencing Policy

27/02/2018WRU00800308. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the penalties in 
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place for theft will be examined in view of the rise in the number of work and farm equipment 
burglaries; his plans to address the penalties which are in place for such offences and for repeat 
offenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9407/18]

27/02/2018WRU00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can assure the Deputy 
that the law already treats theft and burglary very seriously.  Theft carries a maximum penalty of 
10 years’ imprisonment. For burglary, the maximum penalty is 14 years’ imprisonment, and for 
aggravated burglary, a sentence of up to life imprisonment can be imposed.  In 2015, the law in 
this area was further strengthened by the introduction of legislation targeting repeat offenders.  
The Criminal Justice (Burglary of Dwellings) Act 2015 seeks to ensure that persons awaiting 
trial for burglary of a dwelling who have recent convictions or pending charges for domestic 
burglaries can be denied bail in appropriate cases.  The Act also provides for consecutive sen-
tences for prolific burglars of dwellings.  In addition, the Criminal Justice Act 2007 provides 
for presumptive minimum sentences for certain repeat offences in certain circumstances.  The 
offences to which these presumptive minimum sentences apply include aggravated burglary. 

I will continue to keep this area of law under review.

27/02/2018WRU01000Prisoner Transfers

27/02/2018WRU01100309. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the criteria 
used to determine whether to grant an application from a prisoner to transfer to a different 
prison; if there are different procedures for different categories of prisoners, different stages of 
their sentences and different prisons; if agreement on a Ministerial, governor’s or head of the 
Prison Service basis is required; the number of such requests referred to the Minister each year; 
and the number granted and refused respectively. [9408/18]

27/02/2018WRU01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by my of-
ficials in the Irish Prison Service (IPS) that prisoner transfers are carried out for a number of 
reasons but in general they fall into two categories, i.e. those carried out for operational reasons 
and those effected at the request of a prisoner. 

Transfers for operational reasons may be necessary for a variety of reasons including over-
crowding, the need to protect a prisoner from other prisoners or to reallocate cell space to an-
other prisoner or group of prisoners. Other common reasons for prisoner transfers include court 
appearances, to participate in a particular training or educational course or to assist in reintegra-
tion. Recommendations are also made to me in relation to the transfer of long term sentenced 
prisoners by the Parole Board.

When making decisions in relation to the transfer of prisoners for the two categories listed 
above, a range of factors are taken into consideration including: 

- The safety and best interests of the prisoner

- The nature and gravity of the offence

- Length of sentence served to date 

- Length of sentence left to serve 

- Behaviour in prison

- Prisoner’s medical needs
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- Previous criminal record

- The views of local management and services

- The capacity of a receiving prison to accommodate a given prisoner

My statutory powers in relation to decision-making in respect of transfers have been del-
egated to a number of senior officials in the IPS. The consent of neither prison governors nor 
the Director General IPS is required.

All decision making staff are aware of the need to take appropriate account of all the criteria 
to be applied to decision making in a balanced and considered manner.

I am advised by the IPS that statistics are not kept concerning the category of transfer ap-
plications, however the figures for all prison transfer applications from 2016 to date are outlined 
in the table below.

 

2016 table 
Prison Total Applica-

tions
Approved Rejected Deferred

Arbour Hill 
Prison

144 96 47 1

Castlerea Prison 675 615 59 1
Cloverhill Re-
mand Prison

908 869 33 6

Cork Prison 767 729 35 3
Limerick Prison 859 800 52 7
Loughan House 
Place Of Detn.

515 273 234 8

Midlands Prison 1,672 1,528 132 12
Mountjoy 
Prison (Female) 

56 55 1 0

Mountjoy 
Prison (Male) 

718 559 149 10

Portlaoise 
Prison

627 572 48 7

Shelton Abbey 
Place Of Detn.

586 237 344 5

St. Patricks 
Institution

16 13 3 0

Training Unit 
Place Of Detn.

370 223 140 7

Wheatfield 
Place of Deten-
tion

1,869 1,810 52 7

Total  9,782 8,379 1,329 74
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2017   table 
Prison   Total   Applica-

tions
Approved Rejected Deferred

Arbour   Hill 
Prison

144 96 47 1

Castlerea   
Prison

675 615 59 1

Cloverhill   Re-
mand Prison

908 869 33 6

Cork   Prison 767 729 35 3
Limerick   Pris-
on

859 800 52 7

Loughan   
House Place Of 
Detn.

515 273 234 8

Midlands   
Prison

1,672 1,528 132 12

Mountjoy   
Prison ( Female)

56 55 1 0

Mountjoy   
Prison ( Male ) 

718 559 149 10

Portlaoise   
Prison

627 572 48 7

St.   Patricks 
Institution

16 13 3 0

Training   Unit 
Place Of Detn.

370 223 140 7

Wheatfield   
Place of Deten-
tion

1,869 1,810 52 7

Total 9,196 8,142 985 69

2018 table (to 
date)
Establishment 
Name

Total Applica-
tions

Approved Rejected Deferred

Arbour   Hill 
Prison

54 34 20 0

Castlerea   
Prison

139 132 6 1

Cloverhill   Re-
mand Prison

117 116 1 0

Cork   Prison 150 129 20 1
Limerick   Pris-
on

122 116 6 0
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2018 table (to 
date)
Establishment 
Name

Total Applica-
tions

Approved Rejected Deferred

Loughan   
House Place Of 
Detn.

67 44 23 0

Midlands   
Prison

354 329 22 3

Mountjoy   
Prison ( Female)

16 16 0 0

Mountjoy   
Prison ( Male ) 

136 119 14 3

Portlaoise   
Prison

145 137 8 0

Shelton   Abbey 
Place Of Detn.

42 29 12 1

Wheatfield   
Place of Deten-
tion

356 346 8 2

Total 1,698 1,547 140 11

27/02/2018WRU01300Garda Accommodation

27/02/2018WRU01400310. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if each capital 
application to his Department for An Garda Síochána projects in County Wexford will be pro-
vided; the type and extent of each application; the status of each; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9413/18]

27/02/2018WRU01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is pro-
gressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works, 
which has the responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.

This includes identifying and progressing any necessary remedial or refurbishment works 
required at individual stations. As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

The Deputy will be aware, however, that the new Divisional Garda Headquarters in Wex-
ford is now fully operational having been opened on 22 September 2017.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the specific information requested by the Deputy 
and will revert directly to him when it is to hand. 

27/02/2018WRU01600Garda Deployment

27/02/2018WRU01700311. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí allocated to Douglas Garda station, County Cork; and the number that have 
been allocated for each of the past eight years. [9427/18]

27/02/2018WRU01800312. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
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number of gardaí allocated to Passage West Garda station, County Cork; and the number that 
have been allocated for each of the past eight years. [9428/18]

27/02/2018WRU01900313. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí allocated to Bishopstown Garda station, County Cork; and the number that 
have been allocated for each of the past eight years. [9429/18]

27/02/2018WRU02000314. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí allocated to Togher Garda sub district, County Cork; and the number that have 
been allocated for each of the past eight years. [9430/18]

27/02/2018WRU02100315. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí allocated to Carrigaline Garda station, County Cork; and the number that have 
been allocated for each of the past eight years. [9431/18]

27/02/2018WRU02200316. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí allocated to Blackrock Garda station, County Cork; and the number that have 
been allocated for each of the past eight years. [9433/18]

27/02/2018WRU02300317. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí allocated to Anglesea Street sub district Garda station, County Cork; and the 
number that have been allocated for each of the past eight years. [9434/18]

27/02/2018WRU02400318. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí allocated to Crosshaven Garda station, County Cork; and the number that 
have been allocated for each of the past eight years. [9435/18]

27/02/2018WRU02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 311 to 318, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the dis-
tribution of resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
the optimum use is made of these resources. 

The Deputy will be aware that Douglas, Passage West, Bishopstown, Togher, Carrigaline, 
Blackrock, Anglesea Street and Crosshaven Garda Stations are located in the Cork City Divi-
sion.  I am informed by the Commissioner that the strength of the Cork City Division on 31 
January 2018, the latest date for which information is currently available, was 666.  There are 
also 42 Garda Reserves and 68 Garda civilian staff attached to the Cork City Division.  When 
appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as 
the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National 
Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime.  To achieve this the Government has put in place a plan for an over-
all Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 
Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. We are making real, tangible progress on achieving this 
goal. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that since the reopening of the Garda College in Sep-
tember 2014, just under 1,600 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and 
have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, of whom 38 have been assigned to the 
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Cork City Division. I am pleased to say that Garda numbers, taking account of retirements, in-
creased to 13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since the end of 2016. 

I am also pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the 
Garda workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on 
track. This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. Also 800 Garda 
trainees are scheduled to attest during the year which will see Garda numbers, taking account 
of projected retirements, reach 14,000 by the end of 2018.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties. There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training in 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are now re-
building the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy 
increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Division, including the Cork City Division.

For the Deputy’s information I have set out below in tabular form the strength of the Garda 
stations concerned for the years 2010 to 2017 and as of 31 January 2018.

Strength of Douglas Garda Station 2010-2018*
Year Total
2010 27
2011 27
2012 26
2013 24
2014 24
2015 21
2016 20
2017 19
2018 20
*Up to 31 January 2018

Strength of Passage West Garda Station 2010-2018*
Year Total
2010 4
2011 3
2012 3
2013 3
2014 3
2015 2
2016 2
2017 2
2018 2
*Up to 31 January 2018
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Strength of Bishopstown Garda Station 2010-2018*
Year Total
2010 22
2011 24
2012 22
2013 21
2014 21
2015 21
2016 21
2017 19
2018 20
*Up to 31 January 2018

Strength of Togher Garda Station 2010-2018*
Year Total
2010 60
2011 55
2012 55
2013 51
2014 52
2015 50
2016 46
2017 56
2018 57
*Up to 31 January 2018

Strength of Carrigaline Garda Station 2010-2018*
Year Total
2010 21
2011 20
2012 19
2013 21
2014 19
2015 19
2016 20
2017 20
2018 19
*Up to 31 January 2018

Strength of Blackrock Garda Station 2010-2018*
Year Total
2010 30
2011 29
2012 33
2013 31
2014 32
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Strength of Blackrock Garda Station 2010-2018*
Year Total
2015 25
2016 23
2017 23
2018 23
*Up to 31 January 2018

Strength of Anglesea Street Garda Station 2010-2018*
Year Total
2010 275
2011 274
2012 271
2013 278
2014 275
2015 270
2016 282
2017 297
2018 295
*Up to 31 January 2018

Strength of Crosshaven Garda Station 2010-2018*
Year Total
2010 3
2011 3
2012 3
2013 3
2014 2
2015 2
2016 2
2017 2
2018 2
*Up to 31 January 2018

27/02/2018WRV00300Cash for Gold Trade Regulation

27/02/2018WRV00400319. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to regulate 
the trading of scrap metal and cash for gold outlets; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9438/18]

27/02/2018WRV00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The regulation of these 
two sectors is a commitment in the Programme for Government. My department is continuing 
to evaluate the scope of the sectors, with a particular focus on the Cash for Gold sector, with a 
view to determining the level of regulation which will be proportionate and appropriate. 

I am of course keenly aware of the long standing public concern about the way in which 
Cash for Gold businesses might be abused by criminal elements, particularly burglars. This 
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concern has been highlighted recently in media reports of such abuse. It is, however, important 
to recognise that regulation of this sector could potentially have a very significant impact on a 
broad range of businesses, such as jewellers and antique dealers. The regulatory and resource 
burden of such measures, both for the affected businesses and for the public service, requires 
careful examination to ensure that it is proportionate to the issue and carefully targeted.

This requires consultation with An Garda Síochána and other Government Departments and 
stakeholders, which is currently underway. There has already been one round of public consul-
tation on the cash for gold issue, and this has been valuable in feeding into the continuing work 
within my Department to draw up a workable approach. It may be appropriate to consider a 
further round prior to finalising proposals for regulation. It is my intention that we will be in a 
position to publish these proposals within a year.

27/02/2018WRV00600Firearms Licences

27/02/2018WRV00700320. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
amend legislation to allow for persons to hold pepper spray or an electroshock weapon in their 
own homes for the purposes of self defence in view of recent reports that members of An Garda 
Síochána have used pepper spray more than 500 times in 2017; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9442/18]

27/02/2018WRV00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Pepper sprays and elec-
troshock weapons are considered to be prohibited weapons under the Firearms Act 1925, as 
amended. A prohibited weapon is defined as a firearm under the same Act, and accordingly the 
restrictions that apply to firearms in the Firearms Acts apply to pepper sprays and electroshock 
weapons.  I have no plans to amend these provisions.  

In considering whether or not to grant licences for the possession, use or carriage of fire-
arms, An Garda Síochána take into account a number of factors provided for in the relevant leg-
islation. In this context, in September 2009, the Garda Commissioner issued revised guidelines 
in relation to the operation of the firearms legislation which are designed to be of benefit to both 
members of the Gardaí and members of the public.    

These guidelines state that:  “The protection of life and property is a function of the Garda 
Síochána and civilians are only entitled to use reasonable force to protect  themselves and their 
property.  The combined effect of this means that there is no justification for seeking to possess 
a firearm for purposes of personal protection or protection of property.  When assessing an ap-
plication for a firearm certificate, a superintendent or chief superintendent should not take into 
account as part of a ‘Good Reason’ a reference to personal protection.”

27/02/2018WRV00900Garda Station Closures

27/02/2018WRV01000321. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda stations that have been closed in each of the years 2012 to 2017 and to date in 2018, by 
location; the number of Garda stations open in counties Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and Roscom-
mon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9495/18]

27/02/2018WRV01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that, during 2011 and 2012, An Garda Síochána completed a comprehensive review of its dis-
trict and station network. The objective of this review was to identify opportunities to intro-
duce strategic reforms to enhance service delivery, increase efficiency and streamline practices 
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within the organisation. 

The review concluded that a revised district and station network commensurate with the 
organisation’s resource base would best meet public demand.  

In the case of certain stations, many of which were only open part-time and manned by a 
single Garda, the review determined that resources could be better deployed and more effec-
tively used on the front line if those stations no longer had to be staffed and maintained.   

In reaching these conclusions, Garda management reviewed all aspects of the Garda Sío-
chána policing model, including the deployment of personnel, the utilisation of modern tech-
nologies and the overall operation of Garda stations.  

As a result, the Garda District and Station Rationalisation Programme was implemented in 
2012 and 2013. 

This was reflected in An Garda Síochána’s Policing Plans for 2012 and 2013 which set out 
the details of the closure of 39 Garda stations in 2012 and 100 Garda stations in 2013 and the 
amalgamation of twenty eight Garda districts to fourteen enlarged Garda districts.  

I have been informed by the Garda authorities that the closures allowed front line Garda to 
be managed and deployed with greater mobility, greater flexibility and in a more focused fash-
ion particularly with regard to various targeted police operations.  As a result of the Programme, 
communities have benefited from increased Garda visibility and increased patrolling hours 
which has enabled An Garda Síochána to deliver an improved policing service to the public.

The stations closed under the 2012 and 2013 Policing Plans are set out below: 

No. Garda Station County No. Garda Station County
1 Abbeydorney Kerry 71 Glenville Cork
2 Aclare Sligo 72 Goleen Cork
3 Adrigole Cork 73 Grangemockler Tipperary
4 An Clochán Kerry 74 Harcourt Terrace Dublin
5 Annagaire Donegal 75 Hollymount Mayo
6 Ardagh Longford 76 Hollywood Wicklow
7 Baldwinstown Wexford 77 Inagh Clare
8 Ballacolla Laois 78 Inchigeela Cork
9 Ballinahowan Westmeath 79 Inistioge Kilkenny
10 Ballinakill Laois 80 Johnstown Kilkenny
11 Ballinalee Longford 81 Keshcarrigan Leitrim
12 Ballinderry Tipperary 82 Kilchreest Galway
13 Ballinskelligs Kerry 83 Kilcolgan Galway
14 Ballinspittle Cork 84 Kilconly Galway
15 Ballintubber Roscommon 85 Kilfinnane Limerick
16 Ballinure Tipperary 86 Kilgarvan Kerry
17 Ballycastle Mayo 87 Kill Kildare
18 Ballyduff Waterford 88 Kill O The Grange Dublin
19 Ballyfarnon Roscommon 89 Kilmeedy Limerick
20 Ballyfeard Cork 90 Kilmessan Meath
21 Ballyforan Roscommon 91 *Lisseycasey Clare
22 Ballyglass Mayo 92 Kiltealy Wexford
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No. Garda Station County No. Garda Station County
23 Ballygurteen Cork 93 Kiltullagh Galway
24 Ballylongford Kerry 94 Kiltyclogher Leitrim
25 Ballymoe Galway 95 Knockcroghery Roscommon
26 Ballymore Eu-

stace
Kildare 96 Knocknagree Cork

27 Ballyragget Kilkenny 97 Labasheeda Clare
28 Ballytore Kildare 98 Lahardane Mayo
29 Ballyvary Mayo 99 Lahinch Clare
30 Ballywilliam Wexford 100 Lauragh Kerry
31 Barrack Street Cork 101 Leenane Galway
32 Bawnboy Cavan 102 Leighlinbridge Carlow
33 Beaufort Kerry 103 Loughlynn Roscommon
34 Bellacorick Mayo 104 Malin Donegal
35 Blacksod Mayo 105 Mallow Road Cork
36 Broadford Clare 106 Mary Street Limerick
37 Brosna Kerry 107 McCurtain St Cork
38 Bunnanadden Sligo 108 Meelin Cork
39 Camp Kerry 109 Menlough Galway
40 Carrigaholt Clare 110 Mountshannon Clare
41 Castletown Cony-

ers
Limerick 111 Moyvane Kerry

42 Castletown 
Geoghegan

Westmeath 112 Mulranny Mayo

43 Castletownsend Cork 113 Na Brocacha / 
Cloghan

Donegal

44 Church Hill (Min 
an Lábain)

Donegal 115 New Inn Galway

45 Cliffoney Sligo 114 New Inn Tipperary
46 Clontibret Monaghan 116 Newbliss Monaghan
47 Cloone Leitrim 117 Newtowncashel Longford
48 Cootehall Roscommon 118 Quin Clare
49 Corrandulla Galway 119 Rathduff Cork
50 Corrinshigagh Monaghan 120 Rathowen Westmeath
51 Crossakiel Meath 121 Rearcross Tipperary
52 Culdaff Donegal 122 Redhills Cavan
53 Dalkey Dublin 123 Rush Dublin
54 Donard Wicklow 124 Shanaglish Galway
55 Doochary Donegal 125 Shanagolden Limerick
56 Doon Limerick 126 Shannonbridge Offaly
57 Doonbeg Clare 127 Shantonagh Monaghan
58 Dromahair Leitrim 128 Smithborough Monaghan
59 Dromod Leitrim 129 Stepaside Dublin
60 Drumkeeran Leitrim 130 Stradbally Waterford
61 Dundrum Tipperary 131 Stradone Cavan
62 Dunkineely Donegal 132 Tarmonbarry Roscommon
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No. Garda Station County No. Garda Station County
63 Easkey Sligo 133 Terryglass Tipperary
64 Fenit Kerry 134 Tourmakeady Mayo
65 Finea Cavan 135 Tournafolla Limerick
66 Galbally Limerick 136 Tullyvin Cavan
67 Geashill Offaly 137 Tynagh Galway
68 Gleann Cholm 

Cille
Donegal 138 Valentia Island Kerry

69 Glenfarne Leitrim 139 Whitehall Dublin
70 Glenisland Mayo
*With regard to Lisseycasey Garda station (No. 91), it should be noted that while Kilmihil 

Garda station closed in 2013 it was subsequently reopened in 2015 and Lisseycasey closed in 
its place. 

The tables below contain details of Garda stations that are currently open in counties Sligo, 
Leitrim, Donegal and Roscommon:

Sligo – 11 Garda Stations

Sligo -
Sligo                         Ballymote              
Colloney Enniscrone
Coolaney Gurteen
Grange Riverstown
Rosses Point Tubbercurry
Skreen -
Leitrim - 7 Garda Stations 

Leitrim -
Carrick on Shannon Kinlough
Ballinamore Manorhamilton
Carrigallen Mohill
Drumshambo -
Donegal - 37 Garda Stations 

Donegal  - - -

Letterkenny Buncrana               Ballyshannon     Milford
Ballybofey            Burnfoot Ardara Bunbeg
Carrigans Carndonagh                     Ballintra Burtonport
Castlefin Clonmany                                     Bundoran Carrigart
Convoy Moville Carrick Creeslough
Lifford Muff Clogher Dunfanaghy
Newtowncunning-
ham

Donegal                                 Dungloe (An   Clo-
chan Liath)

Raphoe Glenties    Falcarragh
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Donegal  - - -

- Killybegs Kerrykeel
- Mountcharles Kilmacrennan
- Pettigo Ramelton
- Rathmullen
Roscommon - 14 Garda Stations 

Roscommon -
Roscommon          Castlerea   
Athleague Ballaghaderreen   
Clonark Ballinlough
Taughmaconnell   Boyle   
- Elphin   
- Frenchpark
- Keadue
- Rooskey
- Strokestown   
- Tulsk

27/02/2018WRV01200Immigration Status

27/02/2018WRV01300322. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an ap-
plication for residency by a person (details supplied); the determination date for same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9497/18]

27/02/2018WRV01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it wrote to the per-
son concerned on 21 February 2018 requesting further documentation in connection with their 
application for a residence card pursuant to the European Communities (Free Movement of 
Persons) Regulations 2015. 

I am further informed that INIS requested that the information be submitted within 10 work-
ing days. I understand that INIS expects to issue a decision on the application for a residence 
card in March 2018 based on the information available at that stage.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/02/2018WRV01500Crime Data

27/02/2018WRV01600323. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
burglaries recorded by An Garda Síochána in each district in the Leitrim and Sligo divisions in 
each of the years 2014 to 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9502/18]



27 February 2018

151

27/02/2018WRV01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Central Statistics Of-
fice (CSO), as the national statistical agency, is responsible for the compilation and publication 
of the official recorded crime statistics, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit for this 
purpose.  I have asked the CSO to forward the available statistics in relation to the information 
requested directly to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRV01800Departmental Funding

27/02/2018WRV01900324. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his Department’s 
capital allocation in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the areas to which funds will be allo-
cated in each of those years. [9523/18]

27/02/2018WRV02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The capital allocation 
for the Justice Vote Group over the period 2018 to 2022,  as published in the recent National 
Development Plan, is as follows:

Year Allocation - € million
2018 145
2019 241
2020 230
2021 208
2022 216 
Total 1,040
The precise breakdown of the budget across the votes and various projects will be depen-

dent on the outcome of procurement competitions and the timing of expenditure but in broad 
terms the funding will mainly be allocated to the following areas: 

- Construction of the new Forensic Science Laboratory;

- Garda Síochána Building and Refurbishment Programme including completion of Di-
visional Headquarters in Galway and Kevin Street, Dublin together with replacement of the 
Harcourt Street Complex;

- Garda ICT Programme including completion of the implementation of Schengen Informa-
tion system,

- Continuing Investment in the Garda Fleet;

- Prisons, Courts and Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service ICT investment;

- Prison Building Programme including the redevelopment of Limerick Prison; 

- New or refurbished courthouses in a number of provincial cities and county towns.

27/02/2018WRV02100Irish Youth Justice Service

27/02/2018WRV02200325. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of persons employed in the Irish Youth Justice Service of his Department in each of the years 
2014 to 2017 and to date in 2018; the role of each; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [8830/18]
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27/02/2018WRV02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that my Department’s team in the Irish Youth Justice Service is led by a Principal Officer 
and has responsibility for Youth Crime Policy and Programmes. Their role is to develop and 
support implementation of youth justice policy including funding and oversight of the operation 
and development of the nationwide network of Garda Youth Diversion Projects, in consultation 
with the Garda authorities, as well as supporting a number of other community programmes 
and projects.

The table below shows the staff numbers and grades  in the Irish Youth Justice Service from 
2014-2018. 

- End 2014 End 2015 End 2016 End 2017 Current
PO 1 1 1 1 1
AP 1 1 1 2 2
HEO 1 1 1 1 1
AO    1 1
EO 5 5 4 2 2
CO 2 1 2 2 2
Total 10 9 9 9 9

27/02/2018WRV02400Garda Resources

27/02/2018WRV02500326. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda 
Síochána uses drones to support policing work; if so, the resources that have been provided for 
this purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9600/18]

27/02/2018WRV02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is statutorily responsible for the allocation and management 
of Garda resources in the State and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.

I have requested the specific information sought by the Deputy from the Commissioner and 
I will write to him on receipt of same. 

27/02/2018WRV02700Garda Data

27/02/2018WRV02800327. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of vacancies in each Garda division for Garda juvenile liaison officers as of 31 December 2015, 
2016 and 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9601/18]

27/02/2018WRV02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, including 
personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the 
matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in the 
context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made of 
these resources. 

I am advised by the Commissioner that Garda Juvenile Liaison Officers (JLOs) are specially 
trained to fulfil a key role in implementing the Garda Diversion Programme at local level. This 
role may include the administration of formal and informal cautions as well as appropriate su-
pervision of children who have been admitted to the Diversion Programme as provided for in 
Part 4 of the Children Act 2001.
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For the Deputy’s information I have attached in tabular form the total number of JLOs as-
signed to Garda Divisions for 2015 - 2017 and as of 31 January 2018, the latest date for which 
figures are readily available.

-
Juvenile Liaison Officers - 2015 to 31 January 2018
Division 2015 2016 2017 2018
D.M.R.S.C. 5 5 5 5
D.M.R.N.C  4 3 4 4
D.M.R.N.  13 13 12 12
D.M.R.E.  6 5 5 5
D.M.R.S.  10 10 10 10
D.M.R.W.  9 11 11 11
Waterford  4 3 4 4
Wexford  3 3 2 2
Kilkenny/Car-
low

 2 2 2 2

Tipperary  3 3 3 3
Cork City 7 7 10 10
Cork North  3 3 3 3
Cork West  2 2 2 2
Kerry  4 4 4 4
Limerick  6 4 5 5
Donegal  3 3 3 3
Cavan/
Monaghan

 2 1 2 2

Sligo/Leitrim  1 1 1 1
Louth  3 3 3 3
Clare  2 2 2 2
Mayo  2 2 2 2
Galway  4 4 3 3
Roscommon/
Longford

 2 2 2 2

Westmeath  2 2 2 2
Meath  3 3 3 3
Kildare  3 3 3 3
Laois/Offaly  2 2 2 2
Wicklow  4 4 4 4
Total 114 107 114 114

27/02/2018WRV03000Garda Stations

27/02/2018WRV03100328. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to open a 
Garda station in the Cherrywood area of Dublin; and the details of those plans. [9608/18]

27/02/2018WRV03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that it is the Garda Commissioner who is primarily responsible for the effective and efficient 
use of the resources available to An Garda Síochána. This includes matters in relation to the 
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opening and closing of Garda stations and, as Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for a Partnership Government commits to a 
pilot scheme to reopen 6 Garda stations, both urban and rural, to determine possible positive 
impacts that such openings will have on criminal activity, with special emphasis on burglaries, 
theft and public order. The Garda Commissioner’s final report, which was noted by Govern-
ment on 19 December 2017, recommends that the following six stations be included in the 
pilot: Ballinspittle, Co. Cork, Bawnboy, Co.Cavan, Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow, Donard, Co. 
Wicklow, and Rush and Stepaside, Co. Dublin.

The Report also makes reference to the possibility of locating a Garda station at, for ex-
ample, locations experiencing significant growth in population. In this regard, the Report refer-
ences Cherrywood as one such area and I understand that An Garda Síochána is exploring the 
feasibility of such a proposition.

27/02/2018WRV03300Protected Disclosures

27/02/2018WRV03400329. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a reply will 
issue to correspondence; and if the person (details supplied) will be protected in line with 
whistleblower legislation. [9610/18]

27/02/2018WRV03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The issues raised in the 
letter are being reviewed by officials in my Department and a reply will issue to the Officer in 
due course. 

The Officer in question has raised a number of issues which have been and are being dealt 
with in line with the legislation on protected disclosures.

In addition to the proceedings in the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) of which the 
Deputy is aware, my Department has engaged an external legal firm to independently examine 
other complaints set out by the Officer.  This process is underway and has been communicated 
to the Officer. 

27/02/2018WRV03600Film Industry

27/02/2018WRV03700330. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in which 
the pan European gaming information system or other age rating systems for video games is 
incorporated into Irish law; the penalties applying to retailers that sell games with a specific age 
rating to children below that age; the legislation in which this is set down; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9619/18]

27/02/2018WRV03800331. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the statutory body 
or bodies with responsibility for the age rating of video games. [9620/18]

27/02/2018WRV03900332. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in which 
video games and gaming are regulated in terms of content, age rating, sale to minors, purchase 
of online upgrades, the prevalence of gambling and so on; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9623/18]

27/02/2018WRV04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 330 to 332, inclusive, together.
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The legislation dealing with the sale and/or distribution of video games is the Video Re-
cordings Act 1989.  Video games are exempted works for classification purposes unless they 
fall within the terms provided for in section 3(1)(a) or (b), which covers the grounds for the 
prohibition of works.

Ireland is part of the Pan European Game Information (PEGI) system, which is a Europe-
wide rating system with regard to video games.  The Director of the Irish Film Classification 
Office (IFCO) is on the council of PEGI.

PEGI is not incorporated into Irish law.  It is a European self-regulation initiative set up in 
2003 to rate video games on the basis of age classification.  These classifications are then sub-
ject to independent verification before a supply licence is issued to the publisher. Video games 
are classified by age appropriateness at the following age levels: 3+, 7+, 12+, 16+ and 18+. 

I understand that it is now normal practice for IFCO to view video games which are rated as 
18+ to allow the Director of Film Classification to form an opinion as to whether such games 
fall within the terms provided for in section 3(1)(a) or (b) of the Video Recordings Act 1989.

A key component of video game arrangements is that the classification systems set out 
above are designed to provide useful information as to the content of the product. In particular, 
the intention is to assist parents/guardians in making informed choices concerning the media 
they acquire for their children or which they permit their children to use.

In the context of the Questions raised by the Deputy, I take the reference to “prevalence of 
gambling” as relating to “in app purchases” or “loot boxes” which appear in video games to 
enable a player to increase the chance of success in the game. There is no element of gambling 
involved in such purchases. These purchases do not involve placing a bet or the taking of risk 
either on a party to party or exchange basis. I understand that such purchases, as an e-Com-
merce activity, are the responsibility of the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation.

27/02/2018WRW00400Immigration Status

27/02/2018WRW00500333. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the residency 
status of a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; the reason for the delay in this case; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9785/18]

27/02/2018WRW00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of an ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is under 
consideration and has not yet reached a conclusion but I understand however that the case is due 
to be submitted for decision very shortly.

The records show the person concerned currently has permission to reside in the State until 
18 March 2018.  All non-EEA nationals are required to keep their permission to remain in the 
State up to date at all times and failure to do so may adversely affect an application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay.  While most cases are now generally processed within six months, the 
nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases will 
take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can take 
a considerable period of time.
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As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/02/2018WRW00700Proposed Legislation

27/02/2018WRW00800334. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to introduce hate crime legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9819/18]

27/02/2018WRW00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government is com-
mitted to ensuring that the legislative tools are in place to address racism and xenophobia in all 
forms.

Under Irish law, hate crime is addressed through both the Incitement to Hatred Act 1989, 
and also through the wider criminal law.

The Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred Act 1989 includes offences of incitement to hatred 
on account of race, religion, nationality, ethnic or sexual orientation.  In brief, it is an offence 
to use words, behave, publish or distribute written material, or broadcast any visual images or 
sounds which are threatening, abusive or insulting and are intended, or, having regard to all the 
circumstances, are likely to stir up hatred.  

“Hatred” is defined in that Act as “hatred against a group of persons in the State or else-
where on account of their race, colour, nationality, religion, ethnic or national origins, member-
ship of the travelling community or sexual orientation”.  

Where a criminal offence such as assault, criminal damage or a public order offence is com-
mitted against a person based on their race, religion, colour, ethnicity or some other ground, the 
offence is prosecuted through the wider criminal law.  It is accepted that such an offence can 
be more serious on account of the hate or prejudice motivating the crime and Irish courts do 
consider evidence of a crime being motivated by hate or prejudice as an aggravating factor at 
sentencing.

My Department is currently engaging in a review of the Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred 
Act 1989 as well as the criminal law dimension of the wider Government objective of tack-
ling hatred and xenophobia in Irish society.  The review will take account of the progress of the 
Private Members Criminal Law (Aggravation by Prejudice) Bill 2016.

27/02/2018WRW01000Garda Station Closures

27/02/2018WRW01100335. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
final review of closed Garda stations will be completed; and the plans for Moyvane Garda sta-
tion, County Kerry. [9822/18]
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27/02/2018WRW01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is pro-
gressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works 
(OPW), which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  
This includes identifying and progressing any necessary remedial or refurbishment works re-
quired at individual stations.  As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that, under the Garda Station Rationalisation Pro-
gramme of 2012 and 2013, one hundred and thirty-nine Garda Stations were closed, includ-
ing Moyvane station.  I am further informed that the closures have allowed front line Garda 
to be managed and deployed with greater mobility, greater flexibility and in a more focused 
fashion, particularly with regard to various targeted police operations.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for a Partnership Government commits to a 
pilot scheme to reopen 6 Garda stations, both urban and rural, to determine possible positive 
impacts that such openings will have on criminal activity, with special emphasis on burglaries, 
theft and public order.

The Garda Commissioner’s final report, which was noted by Government on 19 December 
2017, recommends that the following six stations be included in the pilot: Ballinspittle, Co. 
Cork, Bawnboy, Co.Cavan, Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow, Donard, Co. Wicklow, and Rush and 
Stepaside, Co. Dublin.

The Deputy will appreciate that the question of the dispersal and use of resources available 
to An Garda Síochána in the delivery of policing services to local communities and the appro-
priate structures and management arrangements for delivery of these services is under consid-
eration by the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and the Commission on the Future of Policing in 
Ireland respectively.  Both bodies are expected to report later this year.

27/02/2018WRW01300Garda Operations

27/02/2018WRW01400336. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 2017 Garda 
overtime spent on operation Thor for the Sligo Leitrim Garda division compared to other divi-
sions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9828/18]

27/02/2018WRW01500337. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 2017 Garda 
overtime spent on operation Thor for the Sligo Leitrim Garda division, by rank; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9829/18]

27/02/2018WRW01600338. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 2017 Garda 
overtime spent on operation Thor for the Sligo Leitrim division on front line operational duty 
for crime prevention versus administration duty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9830/18]

27/02/2018WRW01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 336 to 338, inclusive, together.

The Deputy will be aware that the allocation and management of Garda resources, including 
the overtime budget, is the responsibility of the Garda Commissioner having due regard to his 
operational needs.  As Minister, I have no role in the matter.

I have been provided with the details below which set out the nationwide expenditure relat-
ing to Operation Thor for 2017 by Division and Branches.
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Division  -
Cavan/Monaghan €76,673
Clare €104,507
Cork City €178,004
Cork North €134,730
Cork West €134,726
DMR East €601,565
DMR North €254,036
DMR North Central €793,634
DMR South €229,795
DMR South Central €931,177
DMR Traffic Corps €37,093
DMR West €156,944
Donegal €186,542
Galway €229,510
Kerry €233,106
Kildare €110,602
Kilkenny/Carlow €698,047
Laois/Offaly €154,553
Limerick €164,945
Louth €51,248
Mayo €132,536
Meath €8,231
Roscommon/Longford €130,987
Sligo/Leitrim €99,860
Tipperary €164,754
Waterford €233,666
Westmeath €99,742
Wexford €291,993
Wicklow €84,038
National Units and Garda HQ €2,745,287
Total €9,452,529
 

Information relating to certain specialist Branches and Divisions have been amalgamated 
into National Units and the Garda authorities have indicated that further detail is not provided 
due to operational reasons.

The breakdown by rank for the Sligo/Leitrim Division is some €72,829 for Gardaí and some 
€27,031 for Sergeants.  The Garda authorities have informed me that they are not in a position 
to attribute these amounts between spending on front line operational duty and administration 
duty.

27/02/2018WRW02000Naturalisation Applications

27/02/2018WRW02100339. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if con-
sideration will be given to specific circumstances in a proposed naturalisation application by a 
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person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9891/18]

27/02/2018WRW02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It is open to any individ-
ual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and when they are in a position to 
meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, 
as amended.  A determination on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to 
naturalisation can only be made after an application for naturalisation has been received.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of 
the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  The Act sets out the statutory 
conditions which must be met for naturalisation.  These include that, regardless how long an 
applicant may have resided in the State, the applicant must have a period of 1 year’s continu-
ous residence in the State immediately before the date of application and, during the 8 years 
immediately preceding that period, have had a further total residence amounting to 4 years (in 
the case of an application based on being the spouse or civil partner of an Irish citizen the Act 
reduces this further period to 2 years during the preceding 4 years).  

The guidance notes attached to the application form inform applicants that arrangements 
for assessment of residence are on the basis that the person is physically resident in the State 
for the required period of time and that where there are significant absences from the State the 
application may be refused. 

Where an applicant is found to be non-resident for substantial periods of time such periods 
will not be reckonable for the purposes of satisfying the statutory residency conditions for natu-
ralisation.  While the Act clearly stipulates the statutory minimum periods of residence required 
in the State, and that the final year be continuous residence, it has long been recognised that 
many people may travel abroad for a holiday, or may have some unexpected or unavoidable 
reason to travel abroad.  In this regard it is considered that a reasonable and generous period of 
up to 6 weeks be allowed for absences from the State for normal holidays and other short term 
and temporary nature absences, such as for business meetings or a family wedding or bereave-
ment or medical emergency while abroad, and that such short term nature absence from the 
State would not impact on the statutory residence requirement.  The Minister may allow some 
further discretion where there are wholly exceptional or unavoidable circumstances.  Every 
application is considered on its own merits having regard to the statutory conditions set out in 
the Act.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

27/02/2018WRW02300Proposed Legislation

27/02/2018WRW02400340. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 278 of 30 January 2018, if he has read the report of the Oireachtas 
Joint Committee on Justice and Equality; the status of the preparation a new Communications 
(Retention of Data) Bill; the timeframe for its introduction; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9900/18]

27/02/2018WRW02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The report of the Oireach-
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tas Joint Committee on Justice and Equality on pre-legislative scrutiny of the General Scheme 
of the Communications (Retention of Data) Bill 2017 was received in my private office on 5 
February last. 

I have read the Committee’s report and I am in the process of considering the recommenda-
tions made to see whether changes are required to be made to the Bill, which is currently with 
the Office of the Parliamentary Council for drafting, with a view to publication in this spring/
summer session.

27/02/2018WRW02600Garda Data

27/02/2018WRW02700341. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Garda National 
Immigration Bureau routinely report to him; if so, the frequency with which it reports to him; 
and if the Bureau’s reports will be made available. [9904/18]

27/02/2018WRW02800342. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has oversight 
of immigration enforcement activities by Garda National Immigration Services; and if so, his 
oversight responsibilities and the mechanisms available to him for same. [9905/18]

27/02/2018WRW02900343. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to publish 
immigration enforcement statistics as provided to the European Commission each year; and if 
not, the reason therefor (details supplied). [9906/18]

27/02/2018WRW03000344. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the staffing breakdown 
for the Garda National Immigration Bureau in terms of Garda and civilian members. [9907/18]

27/02/2018WRW03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 341 to 344, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of 
resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and specialist units includ-
ing the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB), and I, as Minister, have no direct role in 
the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that as of 31 January 2018, the latest date for which fig-
ures are currently available, there are a total 121 members of the Garda Síochána and 16 Garda 
Civilian Staff members attached to the GNIB. 

The GNIB reports to the Garda Commissioner through the normal Garda reporting relation-
ships and is subject to the same oversight arrangements as set out in the Garda Síochána Act 
2005, as amended.  Obviously, because of the operational nature of the various duties carried 
out by the GNIB, the Bureau work very closely with the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration 
Service (INIS) of my Department to deliver on overall immigration objectives.   

With regard to statistics on refusals of leave to land, the UN Committee Against Torture, in 
its concluding observations on the second periodic review of Ireland, requested that the State 
“provide the Committee with data on the countries of origin of persons denied leave to land 
and the point of embarkation for the State party to which they were returned in its next peri-
odic report.”  The next periodic report for Ireland is due to be submitted in August 2021, and 
it is intended that Ireland will be in a position to respond fully to this recommendation well in 
advance of that date. 
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27/02/2018WRX00300Garda Station Refurbishment

27/02/2018WRX00400345. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if provision 
has been made in budget 2018 for essential renovations to a Garda station (details supplied) in 
County Sligo in view of the fact that funding was originally allocated for the renovations in the 
budget 2017 and the work did not commence that year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9908/18]

27/02/2018WRX00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is pro-
gressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works 
(OPW), which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation. 

This includes identifying and progressing any necessary remedial or refurbishment works 
required at individual stations. As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

The Deputy will be aware that the Garda Síochána Building and Refurbishment Programme 
2016 – 2021, which is an ambitious 5 year building Programme reflecting the priorities of An 
Garda Síochána, will benefit some 30 locations throughout the State.  This Programme is in ad-
dition to the investment of some €100 million for the construction of 3 new Divisional Regional 
headquarters in Dublin (Kevin Street), Wexford (completed) and Galway.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that, while the Programme does not include provi-
sion for the Garda station to which the Deputy refers, An Garda Síochána is currently liaising 
with the OPW in relation to options for improving the accommodation situation in the station.  

27/02/2018WRX00600Courts Service

27/02/2018WRX00700346. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to parlia-
mentary question No. 144 of 14 February 2018, the dates for which each special exemption 
order were granted. [9917/18]

27/02/2018WRX00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which include the 
provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has provided the information in the table below regarding the dates for which 
each special exemption order was granted further to parliamentary question number 144 of 14 
February 2018.

I have been advised by the Courts Service that, on their further examination, it has emerged 
that some of the information provided to my Department and subsequently included in my re-
sponse to Parliamentary Question 7681/18 (Question No. 144) of 14 February 2018 is incorrect 
and I wish to make a correction for the Dáil record. The correct information is that the number 
of special exemption orders granted for the Abbey Inn, Bridge Street, Tralee, Co. Kerry on 20 
April 2016 is 6. 

Special Exemption Orders Granted in Court District No. 17 from 20 April 2016 to 1 
May 2016  
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DATE GRANTED DISTRICT COURT 
GRANTED

PREMISES NO. OF EXEMP-
TIONS GRANT-
ED

DATES FOR WHICH 
SPECIAL EXEMPTION 
ORDER GRANTED 

20/04/2016 TRALEE THE ABBEY INN, 
BRIDGE STREET, 
TRALEE, CO.   KERRY

6 20/21 April 2016, 27/28 
April 2016, 21/22 
April 2016,24/04/2016, 
01/05/2016,02/05/2016

21/04/2016 KILLORGLIN THE OLD FORGE INN, 
KILLORGLIN, CO. 
KERRY

8 01/05/2016, 08/05/2016, 
15/05/2016, 29/05/2016, 
05/06/2016, 19/06/2016, 
03/07/2016, 05/06 June 2016

21/04/2016 LISTOWEL J.D. O’MAHONY’S, 
MAIN STREET, BAL-
LYBUNION,   CO. 
KERRY

4 24/04/2016, 01/05/2016, 
08/05/2016, 01/02 May 2016

27/04/2016 TRALEE THE BLASKET BAR, 
CASTLE ST., TRALEE, 
CO. KERRY

10 01/05/2016, 08/05/2016, 
15/05/2016, 22/05/2016,01/02 
May 2016, 03/04 May 2016, 
10/11 May 2016, 17/18 
May 2016, 24/25 May 
2016, 07/05/2016

27/04/2016 TRALEE QUARTERS NIGHT 
CLUB, GODFREY 
PLACE, TRALEE,  CO. 
KERRY

4 02/05/2016, 08/05/2016, 
15/05/2016, 22/05/2016

27/04/2016 TRALEE THE MERMAIDS, LIS-
TOWEL, CO. KERRY

15 01/05/2016, 08/05/2016, 
15/05/2016, 22/05/2016, 
29/05/2016, 12/06/2016, 
19/06/2016, 26/06/2016, 
03/07/2016, 10/07/2016, 
24/07/2016, 31/07/2016, 
07/08/2016, 02/05/2016, 
01/08/2016

27/04/2016 TRALEE JACKS BAR, CRO-
MANE, KILLORGLIN, 
CO. KERRY

5 30/04/2016, 
07/05/2016,05/06/2016, 
17/07/2016, 04/05 August 
2016

27/04/2016 TRALEE MCSORLEY’S, 
COLLEGE STREET, 
KILLARNEY, CO. 
KERRY 

7 28/29 April 
2016,05/05/2016, 30/04/2016, 
07/05/2016, 01/05/2016, 
08/05/2016, 02/05/2016

27/04/2016 TRALEE AN DROICHEAD 
BEAG, DINGLE, CO. 
KERRY

8 28/29 April 
2016,05/05/2016, 30/04/2016, 
07/05/2016, 01/05/2016,  
08/05/2016, 02/05/2016,08/09 
May 2016 

27/04/2016 TRALEE THE SQUARE PINT & 
INDIGO CAFÉ, KEN-
MARE, CO. KERRY

5 30/04/2016, 07/05/2016,01/05/
2016, 08/05/2016,02/05/2016 

27/04/2016 TRALEE SEA LODGE HOTEL, 
WATERVILLE, CO. 
KERRY

5 01/05/2016, 05/06/2016, 
12/06/2016, 11/06/2016,12/13 
June 2016

27/04/2016 TRALEE TATLER JACK, 
KILLARNEY, CO. 
KERRY

2 01/05/2016, 02/05/2016

27/04/2016 TRALEE THE WESTERING 
INN, BROSNA, CO. 
KERRY

1 02/05/2016 

27/02/2018WRX00900Court Orders

27/02/2018WRX01000347. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of all 
special exemption orders granted by Court District No. 17 from 16 February to 16 March 2015; 
and the date granted, date granted for, premises and district court, in tabular form. [9918/18]

27/02/2018WRX01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
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bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which include the 
provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has provided the following information regarding special exemption orders 
granted in Court District No. 17 from 16 February 2015 to 16 March 2015.

Special Exemption Orders Granted in Court District No. 17 from 16 February 2015 to 
16 March 2015

DATE GRANTED DISTRICT COURT 
GRANTED

PREMISES NO. OF EXEMP-
TIONS GRANTED

DATES FOR WHICH 
SPECIAL EXEMPTION 
ORDER GRANTED 

18/02/2015 Tralee The Hillgrove Hotel, 
Dingle

3 22/02/2015, 01/03/2015, 
08/03/2015

18/02/2015 Tralee The Abbey Inn, Tralee 4 19/20 February 2015,21/02/2
015, 22/02/2015,25/26 Febru-
ary 2015

18/02/2015 Tralee The Blasket Bar, Tralee 3 21/02/2015, 22/02/201525/0
2/2015

19/02/2015 Listowel The Golf Hotel, Bal-
lybunion 

1 01/03/2015

19/02/2015 Listowel The Mermaids, Listowel 17 21/02/2015, 28/02/2015, 
07/03/2015, 14/03/2015,   
21/03/2015, 28/03/2015, 
11/04/2015, 15/03/2015, 
22/03/2015, 29/03/2015, 05/
04/2015, 12/04/201516/03/2
015, 23/03/2015, 30/03/2015, 
06/04/2015,   13/04/2015

19/02/2015 Killorglin The Square Pint and 
Café Indigo, Kenmare

4 28/02/2015, 07/03/2015,01/03
/2015, 08/03/2015

19/02/2015 Killorglin An Droichead Beag, 
Dingle

4 28/02/2015, 07/03/2015,01/03
/2015, 08/03/2015

19/02/2015 Killorglin McSorley’s, Killarney 7 26/27 February 2015,5/6 
March 2015, 28/02/2015
, 07/03/2015,01/03/2015, 
07/03/2015,03/04 March 2015

25/02/2015 Tralee The Abbey Inn, Tralee 4 26/27 February 
2015,28/02/2015, 
01/03/201504/05 March 2015 

25/02/2015 Tralee The Blasket Bar, Tralee 3 28/02/2015, 
01/03/2015,04/03/2015

25/02/2015 Tralee Horan’s Hotel, Tralee 1 26/27 February 2015

27/02/2015 An Daingean Tatler Jack, Killarney 2 01/03/2015, 01/02 March 
2015

06/03/2015 Kenmare Tatler Jack, Killarney 1 08/03/2015

12/03/2015 Caherciveen O’Connell’s Harp, 
Caherciveen 

5 22/03/2015, 29/03/2015,05/
04/2015, 12/04/2015,05/06 
April 2015

12/03/2015 Caherciveen Tatler Jack, Killarney 3 15/03/2015, 17/03/2015, 
18/03/2015

12/03/2015 Caherciveen An Droichead Beag, 
Dingle

4 14/03/2015, 15/03/2015, 
21/03/2015, 22/03/2015

12/03/2015 Caherciveen The Square Pint & Café 
Indigo

4 14/03/2015, 15/03/2015, 
21/03/2015, 22/03/2015

12/03/2015 Caherciveen McSorley’s, Killarney 7 12/13 March 2015,14/03
/2015, 15/03/2015,16/17 
March 2015,19/20 March 
2015,21/03/2015,
 22/03/2015

10/03/2015 Killarney Mustang Sally’s, 
Killarney  

3 15/03/2015, 18/03/2015, 
22/03/2015   
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DATE GRANTED DISTRICT COURT 
GRANTED

PREMISES NO. OF EXEMP-
TIONS GRANTED

DATES FOR WHICH 
SPECIAL EXEMPTION 
ORDER GRANTED 

11/03/2015 Tralee Killarney Grand Hotel, 
Killarney 

26 21/03/2015, 22/03/2015, 
22/23 March 2015, 23/24 
March 2015, 24/25 March 
2015, 25/26 March 2015, 
26/27 March 2015, 
28/03/2015, 29/03/2015, 
29/30 March 2015, 30/31 
March 2015, 31/01 March/
April 2015, 01/02 April 2015, 
05/04/2015, 05/06 April 
2015, 06/07 April 2015, 07/08 
April 2015, 08/09 April 2015, 
09/10 April 2015,11/04/2015, 
12/04/2015, 12/13 April 2015, 
13/14 April 2015, 14/15 April 
2015, 15/16 April 2015, 16/17 
April 2015

11/03/2015 Tralee Horan’s Hotel, Tralee 2 16/17 March 2015, 
18/03/2015

11/03/2015 Tralee Hillgrove Hotel, Dingle 3 15/03/2015, 22/03/2015, 
29/03/2015

11/03/2015 Tralee The Blasket Bar, Tralee 4 14/03/2015, 15/03/2015, 
17/03/2015, 18/03/2015

11/03/2015 Tralee The Abbey Inn 4 12/13 March 
2015,14/03/2015, 15/03/2015, 
18/19 March 2015

11/03/2015 Tralee J.D.O’Mahony’s, Bal-
lybunion

3 15/03/2015, 22/03/201516/17 
March 2015 

11/03/2015 Tralee The Old Forge, Kil-
lorglin

8 16/17 March 
2015,05/04/2015, 05/06 
April 2015, 12/04/2015, 
19/04/2015,   26/04/2015, 
03/05/2015, 10/05/2015

04/03/2015 Tralee The Brogue Inn, Tralee 5 08/03/2015, 15/03/2015, 
22/03/2015, 29/03/2015,   
05/04/2015

04/03/2015 Tralee Hennessy’s Bar, Tralee 22 08/03/2015, 08/09 March 
2015,09/10 March 2015,12/13 
March 2015, 14/03/2015, 
15/03/2015, 15/16 
March 2015, 17/03/2015, 
17/18 March 2015, 19/20 
March 2015,   21/03/2015, 
22/03/2015, 22/23 March 
2015, 23/24 March 
2015,26/27 March 2015, 
28/03/2015, 29/03/2015, 
29/30 March 2015, 30/31 
March 2015,   05/04/2015, 
06/04/2015, 06/07 April 2015

04/03/2015 Tralee Glenduff House, Tralee 1 15/03/2015

04/03/2015 Tralee Ballyroe Heights Hotel, 
Tralee

2 11/12 March 201526/27 
March 2015

04/03/2015 Tralee The Abbey Inn, Tralee 4 05/06 March 2015, 
07/03/2015, 08/03/2015, 
11/12 March 2015

04/03/2015 Tralee The Blasket Bar, Tralee 3 07/03/2015, 08/03/2015, 
11/03/2015

04/03/2015 Tralee Horan’s Hotel, Tralee 1 05/06 March 2015

27/02/2018WRX01200Court Orders

27/02/2018WRX01300348. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the licensed prem-
ises granted temporary and annual dance licences by Court District Number 17 from 1 January 
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to 31 December 2016. [9919/18]

27/02/2018WRX01400349. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the licenced prem-
ises granted temporary and annual dance licences by Court District Number 17 from 1 January 
to 31 December 2014. [9920/18]

27/02/2018WRX01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 348 and 349 together.

As the Deputy is aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management 
of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its 
functions, which include the provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that it is not possible to provide the information requested by the 
Deputy in the time available. The information will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is 
to hand.

27/02/2018WRX01700Bankruptcy Data

27/02/2018WRX01800350. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his 
plans to amend the maintenance of the bankruptcy register to allow discharged bankrupts to be 
removed from the register after a certain period of time; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9939/18]

27/02/2018WRX01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Bankruptcy Register 
is held by the Examiner’s Office, an office of the High Court. 

The question of removal from the Register is complicated by the fact that under the Bank-
ruptcy Acts, where a person is adjudicated bankrupt his or her property will, as a general rule, 
automatically vest on the date of adjudication in the Official Assignee, to be realised for the 
benefit of creditors. 

While the bankrupt person is now, in normal course, discharged from bankruptcy after one 
year, any such property which has not yet been sold will, as a general rule, remain vested in the 
Official Assignee to be sold for the benefit of creditors. 

The Bankruptcy Amendment Act 2015 introduced an exception to this general rule regard-
ing the family home of the bankrupt person. Under this exception, the bankrupt person’s inter-
est in their home will automatically re-vest in the bankrupt person, if the Official Assignee has 
not applied to Court for its sale before the third anniversary of the person being adjudicated 
bankrupt. 

Because bankruptcy adjudication means that the bankrupt no longer owns their former prop-
erty and cannot validly enter into any transactions regarding it, and because that property gen-
erally remains vested in the Official Assignee after the person is discharged from bankruptcy, 
the practice has been that solicitors for a purchaser of property will search on the Bankruptcy 
Register to verify that the vendor has not been adjudicated bankrupt. 

I am advised that some jurisdictions do provide for removal from the register following dis-
charge, but it must be borne in mind that conveyancing law and property registration systems 
can vary substantially, even between common law countries. 

My officials are examining this issue and will keep it under review in the context of overall 



Questions - Written Answers

166

development of insolvency and bankruptcy registers.  

27/02/2018WRX02000Prisoner Data

27/02/2018WRX02100351. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the places in 
which prisoners serving sentences in jails last lived by the smallest geographical area available, 
by county or postal district. [10063/18]

27/02/2018WRX02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Prison Service that it conducts an analysis of the snapshot of the prison population on the last 
day of each month.   The most recent analysis of the snapshot of the prison population was con-
ducted on 31 January 2018.  This includes a breakdown by county/place of residence declared 
by persons on committal. This analysis has been used to provide the information requested by 
the Deputy.  

According to that snapshot, the following table shows the breakdown by county/place of 
residence by prisoners serving sentences on that date.

County Female Male   Total
Antrim  1 1
Armagh  3 3
Carlow  34 34
Cavan 2 35 37
Clare 1 42 43
Cork 12 283 295
Derry  1 1
Donegal  42 42
Down  5 5
Dublin 37 1,123 1,160
Galway 4 85 89
Kerry  60 60
Kildare 2 92 94
Kilkenny  34 34
Laois  58 58
Leitrim  8 8
Limerick 9 187 196
Longford 1 24 25
Louth 7 92 99
Mayo  47 47
Meath 3 62 65
Monaghan 1 22 23
No Fixed Abode 23 143 166
Not Stated  14 14
Offaly 1 26 27
Outside Country 3 11 14
Roscommon 1 26 27
Sligo  25 25
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County Female Male   Total
Tipperary  106 106
Tyrone  6 6
Waterford 2 62 64
Westmeath  38 38
Wexford  62 62
Wicklow 2 49 51
Total 111 2,908 3,019
 

27/02/2018WRX02300Prisoner Data

27/02/2018WRX02400352. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimat-
ed annual costs of keeping a prisoner in jail; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10064/18]

27/02/2018WRX02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that the average annual cost of an available staffed prison space for 2016, the latest year 
for which a figure is available, was €69,421. 

27/02/2018WRX02600Forensic Science Ireland Laboratory

27/02/2018WRX02700353. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if revised tender doc-
uments have been issued for the construction of the new State forensics laboratory; the deadline 
for receipt of tenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10135/18]

27/02/2018WRX02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The delivery of the new 
Forensic Science Laboratory at the Backweston campus is being managed by the Office of Pub-
lic Works (OPW) on behalf of my Department.

Due to recent changes in international forensic laboratory standards, it was necessary to 
add further material to the tender documentation. Forensic Science Ireland (FSI) and the OPW 
design team are currently examining the issues involved which relate primarily to laboratory 
interior finishes and mechanical and electrical adjustments. 

Once this examination has been completed, the OPW will review all tender documentation 
and intends to re-issue a complete set of documents. No specified date has been set, but it is 
anticipated that the revised tender documents should issue in Q2 2018, with a closing date for 
receipt of tenders to be set at 30 days thereafter. 

The Deputy should be aware that enabling works for Forensic Science Ireland that com-
menced in October 2017, will be completed by the end of March.

27/02/2018WRX02900Visa Applications

27/02/2018WRX03000354. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a visa applica-
tion by a person (details supplied) will be granted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10184/18]
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27/02/2018WRX03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a decision has been 
made on this application, and the applicant has been advised accordingly.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to visamail@justice.ie.

27/02/2018WRX03200Garda Data

27/02/2018WRX03300355. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Mus-
lim persons serving in An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10186/18]

27/02/2018WRX03400356. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Polish 
persons serving in An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10187/18]

27/02/2018WRX03500357. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Lithu-
anian persons serving in An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10188/18]

27/02/2018WRX03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 355, 356 and 357 together.

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that since November 2006 the number of per-
sons who have joined An Garda Síochána as members and who identify themselves as being 
of Polish or Lithuanian nationality is 16 and 3 respectively. Data predating November 2006 is 
not readily available and would take a disproportionate amount of Garda resources and time to 
collate. 

I am advised by the Commissioner that it is not the practice of An Garda Síochána to record 
the religion of Garda personnel. Therefore the information requested by the Deputy in respect 
of the number of personnel who are Muslim is not available to the Commissioner.

Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRY00250358. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of freedom of information requests her Department has received in the past 
eight years; the number of which were accepted without further escalation and not accepted 
respectively; the number requested which were not accepted that were escalated to the Informa-
tion Commissioner; the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of the 
person requesting the freedom of information; the number of which the Information Commis-
sioner ruled against her Department; the number her Department appealed to the High Court; 
the number the High Court ruled against her Department in favour of the applicant; the number 
which were then brought to the Court of Appeal by her Department; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [9286/18]
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27/02/2018WRY00262Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys)(Deputy 
Heather Humphreys): The information requested by the Deputy relating to the freedom of in-
formation (FOI) requests received by my Department and its Offices over the period 2010 to 
2017 is set out in the following tables.

None of the FOI request received in my Department during the period in question have been 
the subject of proceedings in the High Court.

 FOI Requests Received by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
(DBEI) over the Period 2010 - 2017

Year Total Num-
ber of FOI 
Requests 
Received*

Total Num-
ber of FOI 
Requests 
Granted

Total Num-
ber of FOI 
Requests Part 
Granted

Total Num-
ber of FOI 
Requests 
Refused

Total Num-
ber of Re-
quests for 
Internal 
Review Re-
ceived

2010 130 31 49 13 3
2011 79 28 28 9 3
2012 86 26 36 12 4
2013 52 17 11 9 2
2014 72 19 18 8 3
2015 211 58 39 30 19
2016 218 61 50 28 11
2017 310 48 87 45 13
Total 1,158 288 318 154 58
* This includes FOI requests received which were subsequently transferred to other Depart-

ments and FOI Requests which were subsequently withdrawn.

FOI Requests Dealt with by DBEI which were appealed to Office of the Information 
Commissioner (OIC) over the Period 2010 - 2017

Year  Total Number 
of FOI Requests 
Dealt with by 
DBEI which 
were appealed 
to Office of 
the Informa-
tion Commis-
sioner (OIC) 

Total Number 
of FOI Requests 
which were af-
firmed by OIC 

Total Number 
of FOI Requests 
which were 
partly affirmed 
by OIC  

Total Number 
of FOI Requests 
in which ap-
peal to OIC was 
not accepted or   
application was 
withdrawn 

2010 3 1  2
2011 2   2
2012 4 3  1
20133 3  2 1
2014 2 1 1  
2015 3 2 1  
2016 1   1
2017 0    
Total 18 7 4 7
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IDA Ireland Site Visits

27/02/2018WRY00275359. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of site visits made to specific locations (details supplied) in County Cork in the past 
five years, in tabular form.  [9326/18]

27/02/2018WRY00281Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys)(Deputy 
Heather Humphreys): IDA Ireland remains committed to increasing foreign direct investment 
(FDI) in every region of Ireland by 30% to 40% by the end of the Agency’s current strategy in 
2019.  Progress is being made towards that target, with half of all jobs created in the first three 
years of that strategy based outside of Dublin.

IDA Ireland continues to highlight the benefits of expanding or locating in County Cork to 
its client base and it makes every effort to ensure that FDI is spread as widely as possible across 
the county. It is important to remember, however, that the final decision as to where to invest 
always rests with the company concerned.  It is also the case that site visit activity does not 
necessarily reflect investment potential, as at least 70% of all new FDI comes from existing 
IDA Ireland client companies.  

Site visits nevertheless do represent an important tool through which investors can be en-
couraged to invest in regional areas and the IDA always does its utmost to ensure that investors 
consider all potential locations when visiting Ireland.

IDA Ireland collates data for site visits at a county level only, so information is not avail-
able on visits to particular areas within a county.  The table sets out the number of site visits to 
County Cork for the period from 2013 to 2017.

Site visits to Cork 2013 to 2017

Year 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Cork 31 30 48 49 51

Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

27/02/2018WRY00287360. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the specific actions that will be taken to assist the SME sector to prepare for Brexit in particular 
food companies such as those based in County Kildare following the publication of the national 
development plan; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9389/18]

  Reply awaited for Question No. 360.

Capital Expenditure Programme

27/02/2018WRY00293361. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
her Department’s capital allocation in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the areas to which 
funds will be allocated in each of those years.  [9512/18]

27/02/2018WRY00296Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys)(Deputy 
Heather Humphreys): The 2018 Revised Estimates Volume published by the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform provided for capital expenditure funding of €555 million for 
use by my Department in 2018.  My Department’s definitive capital allocations for the other 
years referred to by the Deputy i.e. 2019 out to 2022 will be determined as part of the relevant 
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annual Estimates processes.

The Deputy will be aware that the recently published National Development Plan (NDP) 
sets out a high-level financial and budgetary framework, which includes indicative Exchequer 
allocations, for each Ministerial Vote Group, over a five-year period from 2018 to 2022.  The 
indicative allocations for my Department are set out in the following table:

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
€555 million €620 million €630 million €640 million €715 million
At this stage it is too early to state definitively the specific funding that will be provided to 

support the different capital projects in my Department.  The Deputy will be aware, however, 
that the allocations set out in the NDP are intended to enable Departments to implement the 
Strategic Investment Priorities to deliver on the National Strategic Outcomes identified in the 
National Planning Framework (NPF). 

Insofar as my Department is concerned, the NDP sets out a number of specific Strategic 
Investment Priorities to deliver on the “Strong Economy, supported by Enterprise, Innovation 
and Skills” National Strategic Outcome identified in the NPF.  These priorities include:

Business Enterprise Innovation
Expansion of Advanced Manufacturing   
Supports, linking centres and capacity in the 
regions

New Cycles of the Programme   for Re-
search in Third Level Institutions, benefit-
ting Higher Education in all   regions

New regional “Technology &   Innovation 
Poles”

Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund

New Regional Sectoral   Clusters to scale 
and internationalise enterprise in the regions

Strengthened Science Foundation   Ireland 
Research Centres and Enterprise Ireland 
Technology Centres

Brexit Business   Transformation through 
firm level supports           

Participation in EU High   Performance 
Computing (HPC) Programme

Expanding Enterprise Ireland   budget for 
research and development           

Upgrading the Tyndall   National Institute in 
Cork

Expanding IDA Regional   Property Pro-
gramme, to attract investment to regions

New Space Technologies   Programme, to 
the benefit of firms in the regions

A National Design Centre Membership of CERN
Seed and Venture Capital Funding to sup-
port regional start-ups and growth
eHubs for entrepreneurship
Following the publication of the Plan, my focus along with the focus of my Ministerial col-

leagues is to ensure that the Investment Priorities of the Plan are implemented and delivered 
upon.  For my part, the “Strong Economy, supported by Enterprise and Innovation” National 
Strategic Outcome is a key cornerstone to ensuring that the vision set out in the NDP is deliv-
ered.  My Department’s Strategic Investment Priorities will ensure that the requirement for an 
additional 660,00 jobs envisaged in the NPF will be met and I am determined that these Priori-
ties will be implemented over the lifetime of the Plan.

Job Creation

27/02/2018WRY00298362. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise 
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and Innovation the level of expenditure by Enterprise Ireland and the local enterprise office in 
counties Offaly, Laois, Longford and Westmeath to promote job creation and the establishment 
of new businesses and enterprises; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9641/18]

27/02/2018WRY00299Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys)(Deputy 
Heather Humphreys): On an annual basis, Enterprise Ireland (EI) works with approximately 
5,000 companies through a network of market and sector advisers based across 10 national 
offices and 33 international offices.  These manufacturing and internationally traded services 
companies are a critical source of existing employment and job creation in every county in 
Ireland.  EI’s focus for 2018 is to help clients build on the strength of their 2017 performance 
by supporting them to innovate, be competitive and to diversify their global footprint -  key at-
tributes required to be resilient to economic shocks, such as those emerging from any kind of 
Brexit.

Enterprise Ireland is committed to job growth throughout the country.  This was reflected in 
its end of year statement for 2017, which saw job growth in every county.  Laois, Longford, Of-
faly and Westmeath all saw net job increases in EI supported client companies of 5% or greater. 

Table 1 presents payment made to companies by Enterprise Ireland in Laois, Longford, Of-
faly and Westmeath in 2017. 

Table 1: Enterprise Ireland’s Payment to Companies in 2017 

EI Payments to Companies 2017
Laois €345,759
Longford €1,076,148
Offaly €1,408,973
Westmeath €1,163,469
The Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) are the ‘first-stop-shops’ in Laois, Longford, Offaly 

and Westmeath for providing advice and guidance, financial assistance and other supports to 
those wishing to start or grow their own business in the area. 

Total expenditure by the four LEOs in these counties for 2017 was €3,322,225 (current and 
capital).  The expenditure includes a financial contribution by the Local Authorities for each of 
the LEOs towards the administrative (current) costs associated with the provision of the LEO 
services.  Details of the number of jobs created in 2017 by companies who received financial 
support from the four LEOs will be published shortly.

Table 2: Local Enterprise Office Expenditure in Laois. Longford, Offaly and West-
meath for 2017 

County Capital Current Total
Laois 510,020 254,268 764,288
Longford 402,973 303,493 706,466
Offaly 553,347 282,905 836,252
Westmeath 701,029 314,190 1,015,219
My Department, through EI and the LEOs, will continue to support indigenous companies 

as they start, scale and endeavour to create quality jobs throughout the country.

27/02/2018WRY00300Company Closures
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27/02/2018WRY00350363. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the measures being undertaken by her Department to address business closures in Sligo town; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [9725/18]

  Reply awaited for Question No. 363.

Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

27/02/2018WRY00387364. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the contingencies and supports in place to safeguard small and medium enterprises, SMEs, and 
export businesses from a hard Brexit scenario including revision of state aid rules; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [9796/18]

27/02/2018WRY00393Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys)(Deputy 
Heather Humphreys): The long-term response to Brexit is for companies to become more 
competitive, more innovative and to diversify their export footprint into more markets.  The 
agencies under my Department have a wide range of supports available to enable companies to 
consolidate market share within the UK, and also to become more resilient by broadening their 
sales to other international markets.

Enterprise Ireland (EI) and the LEOs are actively supporting their clients to achieve this.  
My Department provided for additional monies in 2017 to enable EI and the LEOs to ramp up 
their supports in light of Brexit to drive improvements in: 

- productivity,

- innovation,  

- management capability and leadership skills, and really driving the ambition of managers 
to look to other markets around the world.

At the centre of EI’s strategy, Build Scale, Expand Reach 2017 – 2020, are strategic targets 
focused on: 

- Assisting clients to create 60,000 new jobs by 2020 while sustaining the existing record 
level of jobs;

- Growing the annual exports of client companies by €5bn to €26bn per annum;

- Increasing the level of spend made by client companies in the Irish economy by €4bn to 
€27bn per annum by 2020; and

- Inspiring more Irish owned companies to have global ambition.

In support of this, EI is implementing extensive trade mission and event schedules focused 
on global and sectoral opportunities, further developing in-market expertise and networks, 
placing greater focus on identifying new sectoral opportunities and stimulating demand for 
Irish products and services through international marketing campaigns. In 2017, EI launched a 
new Eurozone Strategy to increase exports to Eurozone countries by 50% by 2020. 

The first year of the Strategy was a very strong year for job creation among EI clients with 
over 19,300 new jobs created in 2017, resulting in a net gain of 10,309 jobs across the country. 
In 2017 EI supported companies employed 209,338 people. 65 % of client employment is out-
side of Dublin.
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EI has introduced a number of Brexit specific programmes to help Irish companies remain 
resilient in the face of uncertainty. One of these measures is an online “Brexit SME Scorecard” 
to help all Irish businesses self-assess their exposure to Brexit.  The Scorecard generates a re-
port on weak areas and suggests some initial next steps.  1,909 companies had used the Score-
card by mid-December of 2017.  In addition, a €5k “Be Prepared Grant” is available for SMEs 
to help support the costs involved in preparing a plan to mitigate risks and optimise opportuni-
ties arising from Brexit.

We are seeing growth in traditional industry sectors such as construction and manufacturing 
as well as in the Digital technology and Life Sciences sectors. 

The Local Enterprise Offices are supporting their clients by providing information, training 
and mentoring on Brexit related issues as well as advice on other sources of support. LEO’s 
2017 results are expected to be available in early March.

To support the eight Regional Action Plans, and as part of the Government’s strategic re-
sponse to Brexit, additional funding of up to €60m is being rolled out by EI over the next 4 
years. The Regional Enterprise Development Fund will support the development and imple-
mentation of collaborative and innovative projects that can sustain and add to employment at a 
national, regional and county level.  Twenty-one successful applicants representing all regions 
of the country have secured up to €30.5m for their projects in the first competitive call.  I intend 
to launch the second call towards the end of March.

 My Department recently launched a €300 million Brexit Loan Scheme to provide afford-
able working capital financing to Irish businesses that are either currently impacted by Brexit, 
or will be in the future. The Scheme will be delivered by SBCI through commercial lenders to 
get much needed working capital into Irish businesses, and will be open to both State Agency 
clients and those businesses that do not have any relationship with State Agencies.

On the State Aid aspects, In November 2017, the then Tánaiste met with Commissioner 
Vestager (who has responsibility for EU State aid policy).  An outcome from this meeting was 
the establishment of a Working Group comprising representatives from DG Competition, the 
Department of Business, Enterprise & Innovation, Enterprise Ireland and Department of Ag-
riculture, Food and the Marine.  The objective of the Group is to scope and design schemes to 
support enterprises impacted by Brexit in line with State Aid rules.  The Working Group has met 
three times and in between these meetings, there has been engagement on specific issues in or-
der to continue to progress matters.  Should issues arise that require an approach that does not fit 
within the existing State Aid rules, this will be raised as part of the Working Group discussions.

As one part of a suite of measures to mitigate against the effects of Brexit, a Rescue and Re-
structuring (R&R) Scheme notified to the Commission was approved in late November 2017.  
This scheme has been put in place as it is considered prudent to have contingency measures in 
place so that we can respond swiftly to changing circumstances as necessary. 

A key priority of mine is to ensure that this Government remains true to our export led 
growth policies.  We will continue to support start-ups and ambitious companies across the 
country and help them scale faster through the work of the Local Enterprise Offices and En-
terprise Ireland.  I will keep a focus on regional initiatives, on building strength and resilience 
among existing exporting companies and also on broadening the exporting base by doing all we 
can to get Irish companies the supports they need to get exporting and thereby create sustain-
able quality jobs.

Departmental Expenditure
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27/02/2018WRY00400365. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the cost to her Department of attending the World Economic Forum at Davos in 2018; the costs 
incurred by travel, accommodation, attendance fees and other items; the names of those that 
attended paid for by her Department; the individual costs attached to each and all other sundry 
costs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9806/18]

27/02/2018WRY00500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department did not pay for anyone to attend the 2018 World Economic Forum in Davos.

27/02/2018WRY00600Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement Legal Cases

27/02/2018WRY00700366. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of persons brought to court by the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforce-
ment in each of the years 2012 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [9815/18]

27/02/2018WRY00800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Court 
proceedings initiated by the ODCE in the years 2012 to 2018 are set out in the following table:

 2012 2013  2014  2015  2016  2017  2018 to 
date

 No. of   per-
sons (individuals 
and companies) 
subject to Court 
Proceedings Initi-
ated by ODCE

 31  37  28  6  10  4  0

The table above reflects the total number of persons (both individuals and companies) 
against whom the ODCE has initiated Court proceedings since 2012.   This includes cases

- where prosecutions were taken before the Circuit Criminal Court by the DPP on foot of 
files submitted by the ODCE;

- summary prosecutions taken directly by the ODCE in the District Court;

- disqualification applications made by the ODCE in the High Court; 

-other Court actions taken by the ODCE or which the ODCE was otherwise a party to.

In addition to these Court actions initiated by the ODCE, the Office also responded to sev-
eral other Court actions initiated by other parties.  For example, the Office has responded to a 
number of applications for relief from Restriction Orders previously made by the Courts.

The lower numbers in more recent years are attributable to two principal factors.

Firstly, as has been detailed in previous responses, the ODCE’s enforcement strategy in 
recent years has been to concentrate its resources on investigating more serious indications of 
wrongdoing the result of which is, typically, the submission of a file to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions (DPP) for consideration. By definition, these investigations, when compared with 
District Court prosecutions (which make up the bulk of the earlier years’ numbers): 

- are substantially larger in scale; 

- are far more complex;
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- are substantially more labour intensive, particularly as regards Garda and professional 
resources;

- typically involve the issuing of multiple Production Orders to multiple parties;

- typically involve multiple possible offences over multiple years;

- are prone to give rise to novel issues of law, for example, the interaction between criminal 
investigation and individuals’ privacy rights;

- typically involve substantial volumes of documents (often into thousands of documents 
from multiple sources in both hard copy and electronic form) and significant numbers of wit-
nesses. 

As such, investigations of this nature, for obvious reasons, take considerably longer to bring 
to a conclusion than is the case with District Court prosecutions. In that context, it is also im-
portant to bear in mind that, as has also been detailed in previous responses, in the case of files 
referred to the DPP, it is the DPP and not the ODCE that takes the decision as to whether to 
direct charges. Therefore, the matter of direction of charges on indictment is entirely outside 
the control of the ODCE.

Secondly, on legal advice received from Senior Counsel following two High Court judge-
ments in disqualification applications brought by the ODCE in 2014, the ODCE suspended that 
programme of activity pending an appeal by the ODCE to the Court of Appeal.  In 2016, the 
Court of Appeal overturned the decision made by the High Court in one of these cases.  Based 
on the decision in the Court of Appeal, the Office has recently recommenced its programme of 
seeking the disqualification of directors in appropriate cases.  However, many of these are now 
being dealt with by way of undertakings rather than Court applications and, as such, the effect 
of the undertakings regime introduced by the Oireachtas in the Companies Act 2014 will be to 
reduce the number of people having to appear before the Courts, thereby freeing up Court time 
for other matters and reducing the associated costs to the individuals concerned. 

In addition to the Court actions initiated by the ODCE, nearly 1,000 company directors have 
been restricted or disqualified on foot of Court applications made by liquidators over the same 
period.  In every one of these cases, the ODCE has first reviewed the circumstances of the case 
and, having examined the liquidator’s report, has determined that the liquidator should not be 
relieved of the obligation to make such applications.

Finally, I would note that not all enforcement actions taken by the ODCE result in Court ap-
plications.  Rather, the ODCE operates a graduated approach towards enforcement, i.e., where 
deemed an appropriate response, indications of non-compliance are dealt with, inter alia, by 
way of warning, statutory direction (i.e., directing compliance) etc. 

Industrial Development

27/02/2018WRY00950367. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
projects the IDA has in 2018 (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[9821/18]

27/02/2018WRY00975Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys)(Deputy 
Heather Humphreys): This Government is committed to increasing regional development in 
2018.  My Department and its agencies are working towards ambitious targets to ensure that 
employment and investment are distributed as evenly as possible across the country.  This in-
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cludes County Carlow, which is marketed by the IDA as part of the South-East region.  IDA 
Ireland client companies in the South-East created 1,200 new jobs last year, bringing total em-
ployment in overseas companies in the region to 14,785 people.

A key IDA client company in Carlow is MSD.  Last year the firm announced the creation of 
330 new jobs and an investment of €280m over the next three years at two of its manufacturing 
sites in Carlow and Cork.  As part of this investment the company will create a new state-of-the-
art manufacturing facility in Carlow along with 120 new roles.  This facility will be the com-
pany’s first stand-alone vaccine and biologics facility outside the US.  This significant invest-
ment in the County will also help the Agency’s efforts to attract even further investment there.

IDA Ireland continues to work with its existing client base to identify new opportunities for 
expansion in the South-East.  In addition, the Agency is itself investing in property solutions to 
drive the growth of foreign direct investment (FDI) in the region.  The IDA’s €150m regional 
property programme includes the construction of nine new advance facilities around the coun-
try, one of which will be located in Carlow.  This building is currently at design stage and I am 
advised by the IDA that it expects to begin construction this year, with the aim of completing 
the facility by 2019. Once in place, that should also help to bring more FDI to the area.

Enterprise Ireland Investments

27/02/2018WRY01000368. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
steps being taken by Enterprise Ireland to foster the development of the augmented reality and 
virtual reality industries here; the companies that are supported; her plans to address the expan-
sion in the sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10045/18]

27/02/2018WRY01100372. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
conferences and events focused on augmented reality and virtual reality Enterprise Ireland has 
been involved in; the plans for participation by Enterprise Ireland in these events; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10049/18]

27/02/2018WRY01200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 368 and 372 together.

From an Enterprise Ireland perspective, the technology that underpins the augmented reality 
and virtual reality industries is currently niche and developmental. Enterprise Ireland has ap-
proved funding for a number of research and innovation projects in this area and has seen some 
client activity in this space, particularly in the areas of education, entertainment and marketing.  
Going forward, Enterprise Ireland would expect a greater number of companies to be involved 
in augmented reality and virtual reality industries, particularly in the above areas. To support 
these companies, Enterprise Ireland offers an array of supports and I am satisfied that these 
supports will assist entrepreneurs and companies in the augmented and virtual reality sectors to 
realise their ambitions. 

- Start-Ups:   Enterprise Ireland’s provides support to start-up companies to assist with 
business planning, mentoring and development advice, feasibility funding and finance, often 
in the form of equity investment, as appropriate to the founder’s ambitions and the company’s 
potential and stage of growth.

- Competitiveness:   Enterprise Ireland  recognises that Irish companies must be competi-
tive in order to succeed in international markets.  Enterprise Ireland’s Lean Business Offer en-
courages client companies to adopt lean principles and to build the capability and capacity of 
their people to identify problems and improve operations. 
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- Capability & Management Development:   In addition to providing tailored support in 
creating and implementing business growth plans, Enterprise Ireland’s Capability and Mentor-
ing Department has developed a number of programmes focused on supporting leadership and 
management and building international sales and marketing capabilities in Irish companies.

- Supporting Internationalisation, including market diversification:   For Irish owned 
companies internationalisation is vital for growth. To support this, Enterprise Ireland has a 
presence in 33 overseas locations worldwide to give client companies access to foreign mar-
kets. Enterprise Ireland  assists companies to build the knowledge and capability required for 
success in international markets by providing financial and non-financial supports. In addition, 
Enterprise Ireland runs Trade Missions to support clients win new export business and build 
international networks and partnerships.

- Access to Finance:   Enterprise Ireland offers a range of financial supports to assist clients 
through all stages of the business development cycle.  The nature and level of support offered 
to clients will depend on the individual company’s development needs and is assessed in con-
sultation with their development adviser. In addition, the State, through Enterprise Ireland, has 
invested heavily in stimulating and facilitating the availability of Seed and Venture Capital to 
provide access to finance for SMEs.

- Innovation:   Enterprise Ireland recognises that innovation is critical to the continued suc-
cess of client companies in order to gain competitive advantage and create the next generation 
of winning products and services. Enterprise Ireland provides financial and non-financial sup-
port to companies to further improve their innovative capability and capacity.

- Research Collaboration:   In order to promote business innovation with the ultimate aim 
of creating jobs, Enterprise Ireland works with the broader enterprise base in Ireland including 
foreign-owned MNCs and with the research community.  The Technology Centre programme 
which Enterprise Ireland runs jointly with IDA Ireland brings consortia of indigenous firms 
and multinational companies together with academia to tackle problems that are prevalent in 
specific sectors or technology areas.

Innovation continues to be a priority for Enterprise Ireland. In 2017 it had 1,065 collabora-
tive innovations between industry and Higher Education Institutes, 436 Technology Gateway 
projects for industry, and helped client companies secure €475 million in Horizon 2020 fund-
ing. I am confident that the work of my Department, through Enterprise Ireland, will result in 
exciting developments in all technologies, including virtual and augmented reality technology.

27/02/2018WRY01300IDA Ireland Data

27/02/2018WRY01400369. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
steps being taken by the IDA to attract companies operating in the augmented reality and virtual 
reality sectors to invest here; the investment that has been successfully secured in the sector; her 
plans to attract future investment opportunities in view of the expansion of the sector; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10046/18]

27/02/2018WRY01500371. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the interaction the IDA has had with an annual conference (details supplied); the support it has 
provided to this event which attracts significant interest throughout the national and interna-
tional augmented reality and virtual reality sectors; if her attention has been drawn to the fact 
that Invest NI was among the supporters of this event; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10048/18]
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27/02/2018WRY01600373. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the conferences and events focused on augmented reality and virtual reality the IDA has been 
involved in; the plans for participation by the IDA  in these events; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10050/18]

27/02/2018WRY01700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 369, 371 and 373 together.

IDA Ireland is committed to diversifying the type of investment attracted to Ireland. The 
Agency has, with that goal in mind, established a specialist Division to examine new forms of 
investment, including opportunities in sectors such as Robotics, Augmented and Virtual Reality 
(AR/VR), Artificial Intelligence and Data Analytics. 

Ireland now has a growing base of investment by technology companies in this area. IDA 
Ireland client companies who are part of an AR/VR cluster in Ireland include DAQRI, Intel, 
Valeo Vision Systems, Microsoft, Accenture, Google, Facebook and SAP. The Agency has also 
identified and engaged with a number of other AR/VR companies overseas with a view to 
bringing more such investment to Ireland. 

As part of its work to attract investment by companies in emerging technologies to Ireland, 
the Agency participates in a number of global AR/VR conferences each year. The IDA, for 
example, supported the AR/VR Innovate conference in Dublin in 2015, including through a cli-
ent dinner in the margins of the event. The Agency’s staff will continue to participate in future 
events that have the potential to attract investment from overseas AR/VR firms, with the aim of 
both attracting new employment to the country and developing the sector further here. 

27/02/2018WRY01800Enterprise Ireland Data

27/02/2018WRY01900370. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the interaction Enterprise Ireland has had with an event  (details supplied); the support it has 
provided to this event which attracts significant interest throughout the national and interna-
tional augmented reality and virtual reality sectors; if her attention has been drawn to the fact 
that Invest NI was among the supporters of this event; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10047/18]

27/02/2018WRY02000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): En-
terprise Ireland, an Agency of my Department, will be presenting at this year’s Augmented 
Reality Virtual Reality (ARVR) Conference. Enterprise Ireland is currently in discussions with 
the event organisers on this matter. Enterprise Ireland was not involved with this event last year.

Invest Northern Ireland is the Business Development Agency for Northern Ireland and re-
ports to the Department for the Economy in Northern Ireland. It would not be appropriate for 
me to comment on their involvement in any specific business events or conferences.

Question No. 371 answered with Question No. 369.

Question No. 372 answered with Question No. 368.

Question No. 373 answered with Question No. 369.

27/02/2018WRY02400Brexit Issues
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27/02/2018WRY02500374. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if she will report on the role her Department’s officials have in coordinating the response from 
businesses, particularly in the Border area, to prepare for Brexit. [9656/18]

27/02/2018WRY02600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): En-
terprise Ireland (EI) and the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) are the primary providers of sup-
ports to assist enterprises within the indigenous sector that are facing challenges arising from 
Brexit. They are working vigorously to enable companies to consolidate market share within 
the UK and also to become more resilient by broadening their sales to other international mar-
kets. 

The six LEOs in the Border region are also working together with their Northern Ireland 
counterparts under the EU Co-Innovate Programme.  

I am conscious that further efforts are needed to ensure that companies in the Border Region 
are resilient to economic shocks, such as Brexit. To this end, I am committed to ensuring that 
Enterprise Ireland and the LEOs will continue to work with companies from the region to drive 
their innovation, competitiveness, internationalisation and Brexit preparedness.

My Department provided additional capital funding in 2017 to enable EI and the LEOs to 
ramp up its supports in light of Brexit to drive improvements in: 

- productivity, 

- innovation, 

- management capability and leadership skills,

and really driving the ambition of managers to look to other markets around the world.

My Department has been working with the Department of Finance, Enterprise Ireland (EI) 
and Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and others to develop potential supports 
to respond to the needs of businesses impacted by Brexit. The Brexit Loan Scheme, announced 
during Budget 2018, will provide affordable working capital financing to eligible Irish busi-
nesses that are either currently impacted by Brexit, or which will be in the future. The Scheme 
will be delivered by the SBCI through commercial lenders to get much needed working capital 
into Irish businesses. 

In 2017 my Department provided for an increased current expenditure pay provision of 
€1.7m to enable EI recruit 39 Brexit specific posts to work at home and across the globe in EI’s 
33 offices abroad.  My Department provided EI with a further €1.3 million in Budget 2018 to 
recruit approximately 18 additional staff.

Specific programmes introduced during 2017 have included;

- A ‘Prepare for Brexit’ online portal and communications campaign.

- An enhanced programme of trade and investment missions and other trade promotional 
events.

- An online ‘Brexit SME Scorecard’ to help all Irish businesses self-assess their exposure 
to Brexit. The Scorecard generates a report on weak areas and suggests some initial next steps. 
1,909 companies had used the Scorecard by mid-December of 2017.

- A new Eurozone Strategy to increase exports to Eurozone countries by 50% by 2020. 
This strategy aims to support companies to broaden their export footprint beyond the UK, and 
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thereby improve economic resilience.

- A new €5k “Be Prepared Grant” that supports the costs of SME clients in preparing a plan 
to mitigate risks and optimise opportunities arising from Brexit.

- EI is hosting “Prepare for Brexit” breakfast roadshows nationally to engage with compa-
nies.

- Three new strategic communications campaigns launched to target separate elements of 
Brexit preparedness. ‘Global Ambition’ is aimed at encouraging companies to export; ‘Prepare-
forBrexit’ highlights actions required by companies to improve resilience; and a new ‘Irish Ad-
vantage’ campaign will target Eurozone buyers to buy Irish innovation in key Brexit impacted 
sectors.

This Brexit focus has continued into the 2018 plan. In recent weeks, EI launched its new 
Market Discovery Fund to help more Irish companies accelerate their market diversification 
efforts.

InterTrade Ireland also has a programme of initiatives to increase the awareness and capac-
ity of companies to deal with the practical consequences of Brexit for cross-border trade. The 
north east/north west Regional Action Plan will also boost enterprise and job creation across 
the border regions.

In summary, I am committed to support the agencies under my remit to continue to respond 
to the needs of companies affected by Brexit to protect jobs and build resilience across the 
country.  

27/02/2018WRY02700IDA Ireland

27/02/2018WRY02800375. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of the identification of a replacement industry for a site (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10136/18]

27/02/2018WRY02900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
I have previously noted, the property in question was placed on the open market last summer. 
The IDA continues to engage with the owner about its potential sale and is actively drawing the 
attention of the Agency’s clients to the property. 

27/02/2018WRY03000Speech and Language Therapy Provision

27/02/2018WRY03100376. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the action being taken by his 
Department to assist a school (details supplied) which has had the number of HSE provided 
speech therapy hours reduced by a third; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9742/18]

27/02/2018WRY03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.
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As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRY03300Patient Safety

27/02/2018WRY03400377. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when section 4 of the Criminal 
Liability Amendment Act 2014 will be commenced; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9947/18]

27/02/2018WRY03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Part 4 of the Civil Liability (Amendment 
) Act 2017 which provides for the voluntary open disclosure of patient safety incidents was 
signed into law in November  2017.  

Work has commenced on the drafting of Regulations to accompany Part 4 of the Act.  Con-
sultation with the various stakeholders including the Health Service Executive, HIQA and the 
the Regulators is underway. It is intended to commence Part 4 in the near future. 

27/02/2018WRZ00200Hospitals Building Programme

27/02/2018WRZ00300378. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health if phase 3C of Naas General Hos-
pital (details supplied) will be considered for inclusion in the 2,600 acute beds to be provided 
under the national development plan 2018 to 2027; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10138/18]

27/02/2018WRZ00400379. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health when tenders will be invited for 
the new endoscopy unit, physical medicine unit, physical therapy unit, oncology unit and day 
procedure department at Naas general hospital in view of the fact that planning permission was 
granted for the project on 22 December 2014 and the project is included in the 2018 to 2027 
national development plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10139/18]

27/02/2018WRZ00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 378 and 
379 together.

The Government recently published the National Development Plan which outlines the 
capital investment programme for the next ten years, 2018 to 2027. The National Development 
Plan provides €10.9 billion to invest in infrastructure, equipment and additional service capac-
ity for the public health sector. This represents an increase of 165% in capital funding over the 
previous decade.

We must ensure that we carefully plan the use of this capital funding so as to meet the popu-
lation needs and achieve value for money. Health capital projects and programmes currently 
underway will continue. As to be expected with a ten year plan, many proposals are at an early 
stage and will require to progress through appraisal, planning design and tender before a firm 
timeline or funding required can be established. 

In looking at new projects and programmes, appraisal and planning across all Community 
Healthcare Organisations and Hospital Groups, in line with health strategies and demographic 
needs, will inform the selection of the projects and programmes for improvements in health 
infrastructure, equipment and additional health service capacity.

As the HSE is responsible for the delivery of health care infrastructure projects, the Execu-
tive has been requested to reply directly to you in relation to the current position on proposed 
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developments at Naas General Hospital.

27/02/2018WRZ00700Hospital Equipment

27/02/2018WRZ00800380. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision and 
replacement of ceiling track hoists; if the HSE plans to review the process of provision and re-
placement of these hoists through Wexford County Council’s disabled person’s grant; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9262/18]

27/02/2018WRZ00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRZ01000Home Care Packages Provision

27/02/2018WRZ01100381. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason there have been 
changes to a person’s (details supplied) homecare package; and if reassurances will be provided 
that the level of care will be the same if not greater as it has been under the care of the current 
nurse. [9272/18]

27/02/2018WRZ01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this question 
relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

27/02/2018WRZ01300Orthodontic Services Provision

27/02/2018WRZ01400382. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if orthodontic treatment for a per-
son (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9275/18]

27/02/2018WRZ01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRZ01600Freedom of Information Requests

27/02/2018WRZ01700383. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of freedom of 
information requests his Department has received in the past eight years; the number of which 
were accepted without further escalation and not accepted respectively; the number requested 
which were not accepted that were escalated to the Information Commissioner; the number 
of which the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of the person requesting the freedom 
of information; the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled against his Depart-
ment; the number his Department appealed to the High Court; the number the High Court ruled 
against his Department in favour of the applicant; the number which were then brought to the 
Court of Appeal by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9293/18]

27/02/2018WRZ01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department processes all Freedom of 
Information requests received and has dealt with a total of 2,179 requests in the period from 
2010 to 2017 inclusive.  As all requests are dealt with, on receipt, none have been escalated to 
the Office of the Information Commissioner as a result of not having been processed.

Details of finalised, non-personal requests received over the past 5 years can be accessed on 
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my Department’s website.

The Office of the Information Commissioner has reviewed 18 decisions made by my De-
partment, one of which was annulled by the Office of the Information Commissioner and ap-
pealed by my Department to the High Court.  The High Court affirmed the decision made by 
my Department.

The Office of the Information Commissioner are responsible for monitoring the operation 
of Freedom of Information by all public bodies and statistics are published in the Information 
Commissioners Annual Report, which is avaiable on their website (www.oic.gov.ie).

27/02/2018WRZ01900Hospitals Building Programme

27/02/2018WRZ02000384. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the completion 
of the new children’s hospital at the St James’s hospital campus; the timeframe for its opening; 
the estimated timeframe for its completion including all systems requirements; and the funding 
in 2018 for the project. [9301/18]

27/02/2018WRZ02100385. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the completion 
of the outpatient department and urgent care centre at Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown; the 
timeframe for its opening; the estimate for its completion including all systems requirements; 
and the funding in 2018 for the project. [9302/18]

27/02/2018WRZ02200386. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the completion 
of the outpatient department and urgent care centre at Tallaght hospital, Dublin; the timeframe 
for its opening; the estimate for its completion including all systems requirements; and the 
funding in 2018 for the project. [9303/18]

27/02/2018WRZ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 384 to 386, 
inclusive, together.

The recently published Project Ireland 2040 and the National Development Plan 2018-2027 
provides the capital funding to complete the new Children’s Hospital along with the Paediatric 
Outpatient and Urgent Care Centres at Connolly and Tallaght Hospitals, which will enhance 
paediatric acute hospital services regionally and nationally.

The new Children’s Hospital will deliver 380 individual inpatient rooms. Work has com-
menced on the sites and will open in 2022.

The Paediatric Outpatients & Urgent Care Centre at Connolly will open in 2019 followed 
by Tallaght in 2020.

Health capital funding was outlined in the Public Service Estimates for 2018. The Health 
Service Executive’s Capital Plan for 2018-2021 is currently the subject of discussion with my 
Department. 

27/02/2018WRZ02600National Maternity Hospital Status

27/02/2018WRZ02700387. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for relocating the 
National Maternity Hospital at St Vincent’s University Hospital; the timeframe for its opening; 
the estimate for its completion including all systems requirements; and the funding in 2018 for 
the project. [9304/18]
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27/02/2018WRZ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The recently published Project Ireland 2040 
and the National Development Plan 2018-2027 provides capital funding to support implemen-
tation of the Maternity Strategy which requires that all the remaining standalone maternity hos-
pitals will be redeveloped on acute hospital sites. The first maternity hospital to be redeveloped 
will be the National Maternity Hospital, Holles Street, Dublin. Planning permission has been 
awarded for the new maternity hospital on the St Vincent’s University Hospital campus at Elm 
Park, Dublin.  

Health capital funding was outlined in the Public Service Estimates for 2018. The Health 
Service Executive’s Capital Plan for 2018-2021 is currently the subject of discussion with my 
Department. 

27/02/2018WRZ02900Hospitals Building Programme

27/02/2018WRZ03000388. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for relocating the 
Coombe hospital at St James’s hospital; the timeframe for its opening; the estimate for its com-
pletion including all systems requirements; and the funding in 2018 for the project. [9305/18]

27/02/2018WRZ03100389. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for relocating the 
Rotunda hospital at Connolly hospital; the timeframe for its opening; the estimate for its com-
pletion including all systems requirements; and the funding in 2018 for the project. [9306/18]

27/02/2018WRZ03200390. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for relocating 
Limerick university maternity hospital at university hospital Limerick; the timeframe for its 
opening; the estimate for its completion including all systems requirements; and the funding in 
2018 for the project. [9307/18]

27/02/2018WRZ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 388 to 390, 
inclusive, together.

The recently published Project Ireland 2040 and the National Development Plan 2018-2027 
provides capital funding to support implementation of the Maternity Strategy which requires 
that all the remaining standalone maternity hospitals will be redeveloped on acute hospital sites.

We must ensure that we carefully plan the use of this capital funding so as to meet the 
population needs and achieve value for money. Health capital projects and programmes cur-
rently underway will continue. As to be expected with a ten year plan, many proposals, includ-
ing relocation of these maternity hospitals,  are at an early stage and will require to progress 
through appraisal, planning, design and tender before a firm timeline or funding required can 
be established. 

27/02/2018WRAA00200Cancer Services Provision

27/02/2018WRAA00300391. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for completing 
each of the proposed national programme for radiation oncology developments at Cork, Gal-
way and Dublin; the timeframe for each to open; the estimate for the completion of each includ-
ing all systems requirements; and the funding in 2018 for each project. [9308/18]

27/02/2018WRAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The recently published Project Ireland 2040 
and the National Development Plan 2018-2027 provides capital funding for the National Can-
cer Strategy including the National Programme for Radiation Oncology. 
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The National Programme for Radiation Oncology consists of delivering replacement and 
additional facilities and equipment for the delivery of radiation oncology services at public 
hospitals in Dublin, Cork and Galway to meet existing and future demand.  

Phase 1 has already delivered additional and replacement linear accelerators at public hos-
pital sites in Dublin.  Construction is underway in Cork to provide replacement and additional 
radiation oncology facilities which will be commissioned in 2020.

The development of replacement and additional facilities at Galway is in planning and phase 
2 of the programme will also see the delivery of further additional cancer radiation capacity in 
Dublin. 

Resources provided under the NDP will allow the development of these facilities to address 
the increase in demand for radiation oncology forecast in the National Cancer Strategy. 

Health capital funding was outlined in the Public Service Estimates for 2018. The Health 
Service Executive’s Capital Plan for 2018-2021 is currently the subject of discussion with my 
Department.

27/02/2018WRAA00500Mental Health Services Provision

27/02/2018WRAA00600392. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the completion 
of the national forensic mental health service hospital at Portrane, County Dublin; the time-
frame for its opening; the estimate for its completion including all systems requirements; and 
the funding in 2018 for the project. [9309/18]

27/02/2018WRAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The recently published National Develop-
ment Plan continues to provide capital funding for replacing the Central Mental Hospital with 
an appropriate modern facility at Portrane County Dublin.  The project is currently in construc-
tion and  will be completed in 2020.  The development of a new 120 bed national forensic 
mental health hospital and other mental health facilities is central to modernising mental health 
services nationally, in line with the Vision for Change policy.

Health capital funding was outlined in the Public Service Estimates for 2018.  The Health 
Service Executive’s Capital Plan for 2018-2021 is currently the subject of discussion with my 
Department.

27/02/2018WRAA00800Community Care Provision

27/02/2018WRAA00900393. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the status of the replacement and 
refurbishment of 90 community nursing units across the country in tabular form; the funding 
being allocated to each project in 2018; and the expected completion date for each. [9310/18]

27/02/2018WRAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE is responsible for the delivery 
of health care infrastructure projects, the Executive has been requested to reply directly to you 
in relation to this matter.

27/02/2018WRAA01100Hospital Appointments Status

27/02/2018WRAA01200394. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
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plied) in County Donegal will receive an appointment from Sligo University Hospital; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9314/18]

27/02/2018WRAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRAA01400Disability Services Provision

27/02/2018WRAA01500395. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when funding will be 
made available to enable a facility (details supplied) to reopen; if his attention has been drawn 
to the effect the closure of the facility is having on persons that avail of it; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9318/18]

27/02/2018WRAA01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRAA01700Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

27/02/2018WRAA01800396. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of children approved 
and waiting for treatment on the orthodontic waiting list from counties Kerry and Cork; the de-
tails for same in each of the years 2014 to 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9335/18]

27/02/2018WRAA01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRAA02000Pharmacy Services

27/02/2018WRAA02100397. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will be using the FEM-
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PI legislation to find a solution in future negotiations with regard to pharmacists; his views on 
whether this legislation should be used in view of the fact the financial emergency is over; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9343/18]

27/02/2018WRAA02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I acknowledge the contribution made by 
pharmacists and other health professionals who provide services under contract on behalf of the 
HSE, through reductions in fees for their services, in addressing the unprecedented economic 
crisis which the State faced over recent years. 

The Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 has put the setting and varying of payments 
for contractors on a non-emergency statutory basis, which will enable the determination of pay-
ments to contractors based on a range of considerations, including affordability and value for 
money.

In this context, I intend to consult with contractor representative bodies on putting in place 
a new multi-annual approach to fees, in return for service improvement and contractual reform 
and in line with Government priorities for the health service.  This approach is also intended to 
deliver a phased exit pathway from FEMPI for contractors and this will form part of the pro-
posed consultation.

My Department has commenced work to determine the preferred approach to engagement 
with contractor representative bodies in this matter.

27/02/2018WRAA02300Hospital Appointments Status

27/02/2018WRAA02400398. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied). [9355/18]

27/02/2018WRAA02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRAA02600Patient Transport Provision

27/02/2018WRAA02700399. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE bus service 
has ceased collecting persons from St. Joseph’s Hospital, Trim, County Meath, to attend Dublin 
hospitals; and when this service will resume. [9356/18]

27/02/2018WRAA02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

27/02/2018WRAA02900Patient Files

27/02/2018WRAA03000400. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if information is available for 
social workers who attend Garda stations to assist vulnerable persons; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9361/18]

27/02/2018WRAA03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

27/02/2018WRAA03200Hospital Services

27/02/2018WRAA03300401. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the provi-
sion of an endoscopy suite at Naas hospital following the commitment in the National Develop-
ment Plan 2018-2027; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9391/18]

27/02/2018WRAA03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government recently published the 
National Development Plan which outlines the capital investment programme for the next ten 
years, 2018 to 2027.  The National Development Plan provides €10.9 billion to invest in infra-
structure, equipment and additional service capacity for the public health sector.  This repre-
sents an increase of 165% in capital funding over the previous decade.

It is important to recognise that this is a long-term plan which provides for a large number 
of Health developments across the country, including both national programmes and individual 
projects, across acute, primary and social care.

Health capital projects and programmes currently underway will continue.

As the HSE is responsible for the delivery of health care infrastructure projects, the Execu-
tive has been requested to reply directly to you in relation to the current position on the develop-
ment at Naas General Hospital raised in the Deputy’s question.

27/02/2018WRAA03500Hospitals Building Programme

27/02/2018WRAA03600402. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the process for the elective 
hospital in Cork city and other areas following the announcement of the NDP; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9402/18]

27/02/2018WRAA03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Development Plan provides 
€10.9 billion to invest in infrastructure, equipment and additional service capacity for the public 
health sector.  This represents an increase of 165% in capital funding over the previous decade.

It is important to recognise that this is a long-term plan which provides for a large number 
of Health developments across the country, including both national programmes and individual 
projects, across acute, primary and social care.

We must ensure that we carefully plan the use of this capital funding so as to meet the popu-
lation needs and achieve value for money.  Health capital projects and programmes currently 
underway will continue.
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As is to be expected with a ten year plan, many proposals, including an elective-only hospi-
tal in Cork, are at an early stage and will require to progress through appraisal, planning, design 
and tender before a firm location, timeline or funding required can be established.

27/02/2018WRAA03800Health Care Infrastructure Provision

27/02/2018WRAA03900403. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if each capital application to the 
HSE from projects in County Wexford will be provided; the type and extent of each application; 
the status of each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9410/18]

27/02/2018WRAA04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE is responsible for the delivery 
of health care infrastructure projects, the Executive has been requested to reply directly to you 
in relation to this matter.

27/02/2018WRBB00200Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

27/02/2018WRBB00300404. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the pro-
cess in which a person in need of a ceiling track hoist must gain approval separately from the 
HSE for a hoist and the county council for the ceiling track for the hoist is unfair and inefficient; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9417/18]

27/02/2018WRBB00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRBB00500Mental Health Services Data

27/02/2018WRBB00600405. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of staff who work 
in the mental health sector; the grade of each staff member; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9421/18]

27/02/2018WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

27/02/2018WRBB00800Mental Health Policy

27/02/2018WRBB00900406. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the type and the general policy 
area of each mental health Bill prepared by his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9424/18]

27/02/2018WRBB01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Mental Health 
Act 2001 is the principal legislation on mental health in Ireland and replaced legislation dating 
back to 1945.  The Act brought about major reform in the area of mental health law and practice 
in Ireland.  The Act which, commenced in 2006, provides safeguards for those involuntarily 
admitted and detained in approved centres and puts in place mechanisms for the regulation and 
inspection of our mental health services.  The Act also established the Mental Health Commis-
sion.

My Department has introduced a number of Acts amending the 2001 Act.
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The Mental Health Act 2008 was enacted on an emergency basis to deal with issues that 
had arisen in a court case at that time, specifically in relation to unexpired and expired renewal 
orders.  The immediate passing of the legislation was deemed to be necessary to reduce the pos-
sibility of impacting negatively on patient health.

The Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 introduced the definition of ‘authorised 
person’ to the Mental Health Act 2001.  An “authorised person” is a person empowered under 
the Act to lawfully remove persons to an approved centre.  The need to amend the Mental 
Health Act 2001 arose from High Court proceedings where a patient sought and was granted a 
declaration that her removal to a psychiatric hospital was not in accordance with the Act.

The Mental Health (Amendment) Act 2015 introduced a significant change with regard to 
the administration of Electroconvulsive Therapy.  Following the commencement of this Act, 
where a patient who has been admitted on an involuntarily basis, has capacity and refuses ECT, 
that patient’s wishes must now be respected.  Up to that point, the Mental Health Act allowed 
for administration of ECT to people who were ‘unwilling’ to consent.

The Deputy will be aware that a comprehensive review of the 2001 Act by an Expert Group 
was published in 2015.  The previous Government accepted the thrust of the Report of that Ex-
pert Group and approved the preparation of the General Scheme of a Bill to reflect the Report’s 
recommendations in revised mental health legislation. 

The Review contains 165 recommendations and is progressive in nature. First and foremost, 
it sets out to promote and protect the rights of persons with mental illness.  This is in addition to 
promoting access to the most appropriate and highest achievable standard of care and support.

The previous Government agreed with the broad thrust of the recommendations of the Ex-
pert Group Review and approved the preparation of the General Scheme of a bill to reflect 
changes in revised legislation.  This work is underway at official level and is expected to be 
significantly progressed by mid-year.  I acknowledge that progress on finalising this work has 
been slower than anticipated, but it is a complex undertaking and when changes are proposed 
on such a large scale, we must ensure they are made in a careful and considered manner.

27/02/2018WRBB01100Treatment Abroad Scheme

27/02/2018WRBB01200407. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children who, 
while in the care of the HSE, obtained treatment in the United Kingdom in each of the years 
2015, 2016 and 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9425/18]

27/02/2018WRBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE operates the Treatment Abroad 
Scheme, for persons entitled to treatment in another EU/EEA Member State or Switzerland 
under EU Regulation 883/04, as per the procedures set out in EU Regulation 987/09, and in ac-
cordance with Department of Health Guidelines. 

The HSE hold and record statistics on the Treatment Abroad Scheme and I have asked them 
to reply to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRBB01400Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

27/02/2018WRBB01500408. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 413 of 13 January 2018, the number of the 1,096 nurses and midwives that requested 
CCPS verification from the NMBI in 2017 who are mental health staff; and if he will make a 



Questions - Written Answers

192

statement on the matter. [9426/18]

27/02/2018WRBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Given that this is an operational matter, it is 
appropriate that it should be dealt with by the NMBI.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the NMBI for attention and direct reply within 10 working days.

27/02/2018WRBB01700Services for People with Disabilities

27/02/2018WRBB01800409. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the status of the 
provision of a multidisciplinary team to a school (details supplied) in County Cork. [9440/18]

27/02/2018WRBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRBB02000Health Services

27/02/2018WRBB02100410. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if an application by a person (de-
tails supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9451/18]

27/02/2018WRBB02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRBB02300Cross-Border Health Services Provision

27/02/2018WRBB02400411. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of persons from the 
HSE south and south west areas who have applied for and been approved for the cross-border 
directive for orthodontic treatment in each of the years 2014 to 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9454/18]

27/02/2018WRBB02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the admin-
istration of the Cross Border Directive, I have asked the HSE to examine the issue raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

27/02/2018WRBB02600Health Care Infrastructure Provision

27/02/2018WRBB02700412. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the projected cost of a 
project (details supplied); if the tender process will be via the traditional funding route to sup-
port companies on the Border in view of Brexit; if this will be a separate tender; if it will be part 
of a bundle; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9468/18]
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27/02/2018WRBB02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As the HSE is respon-
sible for the delivery of health care infrastructure projects, I have asked the Executive  to reply 
directly to the Deputy in relation to this matter as soon as possible.

27/02/2018WRBB02900Medical Card Data

27/02/2018WRBB03000413. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of applications for 
medical cards that were made in 2017 with cancer being a reason for the application. [9474/18]

27/02/2018WRBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, the Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

27/02/2018WRBB03200Hospital Appointments Status

27/02/2018WRBB03300414. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied) who has been waiting nine years for orthodontic treatment. [9489/18]

27/02/2018WRBB03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRBB03500Medical Card Administration

27/02/2018WRBB03600415. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health the rules regarding charging 
medical card holders for blood tests in cases in which those medical card holders have type two 
diabetes and require regular blood tests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9490/18]

27/02/2018WRBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There is no provision under the GMS GP 
contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP visit card to be charged for routine phlebot-
omy services provided by their GP which are required to either assist in the diagnosis of illness 
or the treatment of a condition.  The HSE has advised GPs that where a blood test forms part 
of the investigation or necessary treatment of a patient’s symptoms or conditions, this should 
be free of charge for patients who hold a medical card or GP visit card.  Notwithstanding this, 
I am aware that in recent times some GPs have begun to charge GMS patients for phlebotomy 
services in some circumstances. 

This is a matter of concern for me as it has long been the position, under successive Gov-
ernments, that no user charges should apply to GP services provided to GMS and GP visit card 
patients.  If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been 
incorrectly charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient may take 
the matter up with their HSE Local Health Office, who will investigate the complaint.

If the local office determines that the charge was inappropriate, it will inform the HSE 
Primary Care Reimbursement Service who will arrange to refund the cost of the blood test to 
patient and recoup this amount from the GP.  The local office will inform the GP of the decision 
to deduct the payment.

27/02/2018WRBB03800Departmental Staff Recruitment

27/02/2018WRBB03900416. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the post of independent appeals 
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officer for his Department, as advertised in the autumn, has been filled; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9493/18]

27/02/2018WRBB04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following a recruitment competition con-
ducted by the Public Appointments Service in October 2017, a preferred candidate to fill the 
position of Independent Appeals Officer has been selected.  My Department is finalising con-
tractual arrangements with that candidate who is expected to be appointed to the position in 
early April.

Psychological Services

27/02/2018WRCC00300417. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
a psychologist for the school based team in Inishowen, County Donegal; if a psychologist is in 
place; when the psychologist position became vacant; if it has been advertised; his plans to fill 
it in the near future; if there is a full-time school aged team psychologist based in Letterkenny, 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9494/18]

27/02/2018WRCC00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath) (Deputy Fin-
ian McGrath): The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people 
with disabilities which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater indepen-
dence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports re-
quired to meet their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme 
for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and 
improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRCC00500Departmental Funding

27/02/2018WRCC00600418. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the amount of State funding pro-
vided to a charity (details supplied) since 2002; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9500/18]

27/02/2018WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly) (Deputy Jim Daly): 
The Department of Health can detail the amount of money granted through the Department of 
Health National Lottery Discretionary Fund, and will also request the HSE to provide details of 
all funding provided to Console. 

However, the Deputy should note that Console may have received additional State funding 
from other bodies and Departments, which will not be contained within this answer. 

Console was funded a total amount of €500,000 over the period 2005-2011 from the Depart-
ment of Health National Lottery Discretionary Fund.  In addition to the successful applications 
detailed in the following table, Console unsuccessfully applied for the National Lottery Discre-
tionary Fund in 2010 and 2015.

 Year of application Amount sought Amount granted
2005 100,000 sought 100,000 granted
2006 50,000 sought 50,000 granted
2007 100,000 sought 25,000 granted



27 February 2018

195

2008 100,000 sought 100,000 granted
2009 100,000 sought 100,000 granted
2011 100,000 sought 50,000 granted
2012 100,000 sought 75,000 granted
 Total amount: €500,000 granted
With regard to funding from the HSE, as this is a service matter I have asked the Health 

Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

27/02/2018WRCC00800Hospital Internships

27/02/2018WRCC00900419. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if a matter (details supplied) 
regarding interns at Beaumont Hospital will be addressed; if his attention has been drawn to 
this matter; the steps he will take to address same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9505/18]

27/02/2018WRCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Haddington Road Agreement, for 
those on salaries (inclusive of allowances in the nature of pay) of €35,000 or greater, overtime 
is paid at the rate of time and a quarter at the individual’s scale point.

The basic salary of Interns, as specified in the health sector salary scales, is set at €36,492 
since 1 January 2018, having increased to €36,131 when the Living Out Allowance was incor-
porated into basic pay with effect from 1 July 2017. 

The rate of overtime paid by Beaumont Hospital in respect of Interns, time and a quarter, is 
therefore correct.

27/02/2018WRCC01100Capital Expenditure Programme

27/02/2018WRCC01200420. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health his Department’s capital alloca-
tion in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the areas to which funds will be allocated in each of 
those years. [9521/18]

27/02/2018WRCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Health capital funding was outlined in the 
Public Service Estimates for 2018.  The following table outlines the breakdown of Health capi-
tal funding from 2018 to 2021.

Department of Health Capital 
Funding 

2018 2019 2020 2021 

€m €m €m €m 
HSE - Building, equipping and fur-
nishing health facilities (Subhead 
L2/3) 

418 567 609 645 

HSE - ICT – information systems 
(Subhead L4) 

60 85 100 120 
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Capital for other directly funded 
agencies (building, equipping and 
furnishings and ICT) and Depart-
ment of Health (building, equip-
ping and furnishings and ICT) 
(Subheads A5 and L1) 

15 15 15 15 

27/02/2018WRCC01400Hospital Services

27/02/2018WRCC01500421. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 25 of 8 February 2018 and in view of the findings of the expert clinical team, if 
these theatres will no longer be used for surgery; if so, if surgery will resume only when the 
modular theatres are operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9538/18]

27/02/2018WRCC01600424. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 25 of 8 February 2018, when the assessment by the expert clinical team which 
found that the existing theatre design does not meet surgical standards was carried out; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9541/18]

27/02/2018WRCC01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 421 and 
424 together.

As the queries raised by the Deputy relate to service matters, I have asked the HSE to re-
spond directly.

27/02/2018WRCC01800Hospital Services

27/02/2018WRCC01900422. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 25 of 8 February 2018, the number of persons whose appointments for surgery 
have been cancelled due to the closure of two orthopaedic theatres at Merlin Park hospital (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9539/18]

27/02/2018WRCC02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRCC02100Hospital Services

27/02/2018WRCC02200423. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 25 of 8 February 2018, the alternative arrangements made in hospitals outside 
of the 88 persons seen at University Hospital Galway; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9540/18]

27/02/2018WRCC02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

  Question No. 424 answered with Question No. 421.

27/02/2018WRCC02500Hospital Services
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27/02/2018WRCC02600425. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 25 of 8 February 2018, the assessment by an expert clinical team that had been 
carried out in advance of the leaks at the theatres; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[9542/18]

27/02/2018WRCC02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

27/02/2018WRCC02800Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

27/02/2018WRCC02900426. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) is on a waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9551/18]

27/02/2018WRCC03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRCC03100Mental Health Services Staff

27/02/2018WRCC03200427. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 809 of 16 January 2018, the number of locum clinical staff in general who were not quali-
fied for their position; the number of locum staff who do not meet the criteria for filling the 
post they are covering on a permanent basis; the number of locum positions there have been 
over the past ten years; the periods of time and the proportion of this time that locum consultant 
child psychiatrists have not been on the specialist register for child psychiatry; when the current 
locums applied for inclusion on the specialist register; and the outcome of same.  [9553/18]

27/02/2018WRCC03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly) (Deputy Jim Daly): 
As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

27/02/2018WRCC03400Neuro-Rehabilitation Services

27/02/2018WRCC03500428. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 422 to 424, inclusive, of 6 February 2018, the way in which the stroke services in 
community healthcare organisation area 6, CHO 6 and community healthcare organisation area 
7, CHO 7, are involved with the planning of collaborative care pathways (details supplied); the 
way in which the early supported discharge team is incorporated in this regard; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9554/18]

27/02/2018WRCC03600429. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 422 to 424, inclusive, of 6 February 2018, his views on whether enough collabora-
tion has taken place with the national stroke programme and ESD teams on the implementation 
plan (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9555/18]

27/02/2018WRCC03700430. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 422 to 424, inclusive, of 6 February 2018, the details of the planned further engage-
ment with the national clinical programme for stroke by the steering group for the national pol-
icy and strategy for the provision of neuro-rehabilitation services in Ireland (details supplied); 
the way in which stroke services are planned to be integrated within the clinical care pathways 
in respect of the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9556/18]
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27/02/2018WRCC03800431. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 422 to 424, inclusive, of 6 February 2018, the process by which the national clinical 
programmes feed into the national policy and strategy for the provision of neuro-rehabilitation 
services in Ireland through the Office of the National Clinical Advisor and Group Lead for 
Acute Hospitals; the number of meetings the office had with the national clinical programmes 
in respect of the plan; if a feedback mechanism has been set up for the programmes to actively 
respond and engage with the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9557/18]

27/02/2018WRCC03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath) (Deputy Fin-
ian McGrath): I propose to take Questions Nos. 428 to 431, inclusive, together.

The Programme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to publish “a plan for 
advancing Neuro-rehabilitation services in the community”.  The development of an implemen-
tation framework for the National Policy & Strategy for the provision of Neuro-rehabilitation 
Services in Ireland is a matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE).

The HSE’s Social Care Division and its Clinical Programme and Strategy Division are 
working in tandem to progress this.

The detailed information sought by the Deputy in terms of this work is a service matter for 
the HSE.  Accordingly I have arranged for the Deputy’s questions to be referred to the Execu-
tive for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRDD00400Maternity Services

27/02/2018WRDD00500432. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of the arrangements 
surrounding the provision of 20-week anomaly scans at the Midlands Regional Hospital, Mull-
ingar.  [9558/18]

27/02/2018WRDD00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Maternity Strategy is very 
clear that all women must have equal access to standardised ultrasound services and, to this 
end, additional funding has been made available to the National Women & Infants Health Pro-
gramme in 2018.  I understand that the Hospital Groups have identified a need for an additional 
28 ultrasonographers in order to be able to provide 100% access to anomaly scanning; I am 
pleased to note that the Programme has recently approved the appointment of these additional 
ultrasonographers.  Allowing for recruitment and training, I am advised that it is likely to take 
at least 18 months to achieve 100% access to anomaly scanning.  In the meantime, I am assured 
that the Programme will continue to work with the six Hospital Groups to assist in increasing 
access to anomaly scans for those units with limited availability.  In that context I am confident 
that the 2018 investment will make tangible improvements.  

In relation to the Deputy’s query regarding Midlands Regional Hospital Mullingar, I have 
asked the HSE to reply to you directly.

27/02/2018WRDD00700Disabilities Assessments

27/02/2018WRDD00800433. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children awaiting a first assessment from the HSE under the Disability Act 2005 at 31 January 
2018 or the latest date available, by local health office, LHO, area, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [9563/18]

27/02/2018WRDD00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath) (Deputy Fin-
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ian McGrath): The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people 
with disabilities which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater indepen-
dence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports re-
quired to meet their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme 
for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and 
improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRDD01000Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

27/02/2018WRDD01100434. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the speech and language therapy assessment waiting list; and the number waiting 
fewer than four months, four to 12 months and more than 12 months, respectively, by local 
health office, LHO, area, in tabular form.  [9564/18]

27/02/2018WRDD01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

27/02/2018WRDD01300Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

27/02/2018WRDD01400435. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number 
of persons on the speech and language therapy treatment waiting list; and the number waiting 
fewer than four months, four to 12 months and more than 12 months, respectively, by local 
health office, LHO, area, in tabular form.  [9565/18]

27/02/2018WRDD01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

27/02/2018WRDD01600Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

27/02/2018WRDD01700436. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy first time assessment waiting list; the number waiting few-
er than four months, four to 12 months and more than 12 months, respectively; and the number 
waiting who are aged 0 to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus years of age, respectively, by 
local health office, LHO, area, in tabular form.  [9566/18]

27/02/2018WRDD01800437. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list; the number waiting less than 4, 4 to 
12 and more than 12 months, respectively; and the number waiting that are aged 0 to 4, 5 to 17, 
18 to 64 and 65 plus years of age, respectively, by LHO area, in tabular form [9567/18]

27/02/2018WRDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 436 and 
437 together.

As these questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for them to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.
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27/02/2018WRDD02100Medicinal Products Reimbursement

27/02/2018WRDD02200438. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the status of the provi-
sion of a drug (details supplied) for persons here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9569/18]

27/02/2018WRDD02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act  2013.

On 11 July 2014, the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 1988 were amended to allow for certain 
cannabis-based medicinal products to be  used in Ireland.  The Health Products Regulatory 
Authority subsequently granted a marketing authorisation for the cannabis-based medicinal 
product Sativex to be marketed in this State.  It was then open to the holder of that authorisation 
to make the product available for prescribing in Ireland.

In September 2014, the HSE received an application for the reimbursement of Sativex.  

A Health Technology Assessment on Sativex was completed by the National Centre for 
Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE), which did not recommend reimbursement of Sativex at the sub-
mitted  price.  

The HSE issued the manufacturer with notice of its intention not to reimburse. 

On 9 February 2018 the HSE received a new reimbursement application from the manufac-
turer.  A rapid review by the NCPE was commissioned on 12 February 2018 and this application 
will be assessed in line with the 2013 Act.

27/02/2018WRDD02400Neuro-Rehabilitation Services

27/02/2018WRDD02500439. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost in 
a full year of providing 270 neuro-rehabilitation inpatient beds. [9572/18]

27/02/2018WRDD02600440. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost to 
the Exchequer in a full year of providing four regional inpatient specialist neuro-rehabilitation 
centres. [9573/18]

27/02/2018WRDD02700441. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost to 
the Exchequer in a full year of providing nine community neuro-rehabilitation teams. [9574/18]

27/02/2018WRDD02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 439 to 441, 
inclusive, together.

The Programme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to publish “a plan for 
advancing Neuro-rehabilitation services in the community”.  The development of an implemen-
tation framework for the National Policy & Strategy for the provision of Neuro-rehabilitation 
Services in Ireland is a matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE).

The HSE has established a National Steering Group to develop the implementation frame-
work, comprising representatives from across the whole health system, including Heads of 
Social Care and the National Clinical Programme for Rehabilitation Medicine, Acute Hospital 
services, Mental Health, Primary Care and Health & Wellbeing, Health & Social Care Profes-
sionals and the Neurological Alliance of Ireland. 
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The focus of the National Steering Group is to develop a framework which is implementable 
across the country.  The Steering Group considers that a Managed Clinical Rehabilitation Net-
work model represents best practice as a means of providing neuro-rehabilitation care and sup-
port/accommodation needs.  The HSE’s Social Care Division and its Clinical Programme and 
Strategy Division are working in tandem to progress this.

The specific information sought by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accord-
ingly I have arranged for the Deputy’s questions to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to 
the Deputy.  

27/02/2018WRDD03100Hospital Services

27/02/2018WRDD03200442. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the number of hip opera-
tions carried out in Letterkenny University Hospital in 2017; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9575/18]

27/02/2018WRDD03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

27/02/2018WREE00200Hospital Appointments Status

27/02/2018WREE00300443. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment 
for a person (details supplied) at University Hospital Galway; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9590/18]

27/02/2018WREE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WREE00500Health Services Staff

27/02/2018WREE00600444. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to situations whereby front-line health workers trying to access the shorter working 
year scheme are being declined (details supplied); the number of front-line workers that have 
successfully availed of the scheme in the past five years in its current and former form, respec-
tively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9591/18]

27/02/2018WREE00700452. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
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drawn to the situation whereby persons working in front-line health care trying to access the 
shorter working year scheme are being declined (details supplied); the number of front-line 
staff that have successfully availed of the scheme in the past five years. [9646/18]

27/02/2018WREE00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 444 and 
452 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on these matters.

27/02/2018WREE00900Commencement of Legislation

27/02/2018WREE01000445. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health when all sections of the 
Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 will be commenced; the timeframe for full com-
mencement; if there are barriers impinging on the rights of same-sex married persons and their 
children prior to commencement of all sections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9599/18]

27/02/2018WREE01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials in my Department are undertaking 
the work necessary to facilitate the commencement of Parts 2 & 3 of the Children and Family 
Relationships Act 2015.  A small number of technical and legal issues have arisen which require 
clarification, and it is important that these are resolved before Parts 2 & 3 of the Act are com-
menced.  I hope to be in a position to lay the Regulations before the Houses of the Oireachtas 
as early as possible in 2018.

27/02/2018WREE01200Services for People with Disabilities

27/02/2018WREE01300446. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of staff re-
quired to clear the early intervention backlog in CHO area 9; the estimated cost to employ these 
staff; the meetings he has had with HSE regarding this matter; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9602/18]

27/02/2018WREE01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WREE01500Mental Health Services

27/02/2018WREE01600447. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of CAMHS 
hours available for CHO area 9 in each of the years 2015, 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9603/18]

27/02/2018WREE01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 



27 February 2018

203

possible.

27/02/2018WREE01800Services for People with Disabilities

27/02/2018WREE01900448. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the level of care being 
provided to a person (details supplied) will be reviewed to ensure that an appropriate level of 
activities are included in their care package on a daily basis; the residential and care service 
options being explored by the HSE; the progress being made; if the HSE plans to purchase this 
house in view of the fact that the landlord has indicated their intention to sell the property; the 
reason this person has only recently been diagnosed with autism; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9611/18]

27/02/2018WREE02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WREE02100Hospital Charges

27/02/2018WREE02200449. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) who 
presented at accident and emergency and paid the fee and left without being treated is entitled 
to be reimbursed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9612/18]

27/02/2018WREE02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WREE02400Hospital Appointments Status

27/02/2018WREE02500450. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9615/18]

27/02/2018WREE02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WREE02700Health Services

27/02/2018WREE02800451. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed. [9640/18]

27/02/2018WREE02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

Question No. 452 answered with Question No. 444.

27/02/2018WREE03100Services for People with Disabilities

27/02/2018WREE03200453. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will undergo an assessment of need; if this assessment of need will in-
volve an assessment for ASD; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9668/18]

27/02/2018WREE03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WREE03400Services for People with Disabilities

27/02/2018WREE03500454. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if the assessment of need 
process under the Disability Act 2005 continues to include an assessment for ASD; if there has 
been a change in policy in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9669/18]

27/02/2018WREE03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WREE03700Services for People with Disabilities
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27/02/2018WREE03800455. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 167 of 27 September 2017, the progress made in reducing the length of time families 
are waiting for children to be assessed for autism spectrum disorder, ASD; and if specific ser-
vices will be made available to a person (details supplied). [9721/18]

27/02/2018WREE03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRFF00200Health Services

27/02/2018WRFF00300456. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health if the case of a per-
son’s (details supplied) access to urgent medical care has been reviewed. [9722/18]

27/02/2018WRFF00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, the question has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct response to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRFF00500Psychological Assessments Waiting Times

27/02/2018WRFF00600457. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children awaiting 
a primary care psychology appointment in County Wexford for more than three months, six 
months, 12 months, 18 months, 24 months and more than 36 months, respectively; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9726/18]

27/02/2018WRFF00700458. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if children in County Wexford 
can avail of urgent primary care psychology appointments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9727/18]

27/02/2018WRFF00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 457 and 
458 together.

In recognition of the particular need to address access to primary care-based counselling 
services for under 18’s the Government has prioritised investment in this area.  The HSE’s 
National Service Plan 2016 provided an additional €5m for psychology for children with a fo-
cus on enhanced counselling interventions for children and adolescents.  Recruitment of these 
posts, which includes a mix of psychologists and psychology assistants has commenced on a 
nationwide basis.

As these questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for them to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

27/02/2018WRFF01000Services for People with Disabilities
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27/02/2018WRFF01100459. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for assessment of need; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9728/18]

27/02/2018WRFF01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRFF01300Speech and Language Therapy Provision

27/02/2018WRFF01400460. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE has reduced 
the hours being provided for speech therapy in a school (details supplied). [9740/18]

27/02/2018WRFF01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRFF01600National Maternity Hospital

27/02/2018WRFF01700461. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the consideration that has been 
given to the official name of the new national maternity hospital; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9783/18]

27/02/2018WRFF01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following extensive mediation discussions, 
agreement was reached between the St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group and the National Mater-
nity Hospital (NMH) on the relocation of the NMH to the Elm Park campus.  The terms of the 
agreement, which have been published, provide for the establishment of a new company - “The 
National Maternity Hospital at Elm Park DAC (limited by shares)”; the identity of the current 
NMH will be retained. 

27/02/2018WRFF01900Services for People with Disabilities

27/02/2018WRFF02000462. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of day places 
available for training young persons with disabilities, by county; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9798/18]
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27/02/2018WRFF02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRFF02200National Dementia Strategy

27/02/2018WRFF02300463. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase re-
sources for dementia care in line with an ageing population; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9799/18]

27/02/2018WRFF02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Thanks to improved 
lifestyles and increased healthcare, people in Ireland are living longer lives.  An estimated 
55,000 people in Ireland have a form of dementia, and this figure is expected to nearly treble to 
150,000 by 2046.  While the majority of people with dementia are aged over 65, it is important 
to remember that one in ten people diagnosed with dementia are under 65.

As a response to the increasing number of people with dementia, the Irish National Demen-
tia Strategy was launched in December 2014.  The Strategy aims to improve dementia care to 
allow people with dementia to live well for as long as possible and have services and supports 
delivered as well as possible.  My Department and the HSE are working on a review of the im-
plementation of the National Dementia Strategy which will be published in the second quarter 
of this year and will identify what has been achieved so far and set out the further work that is 
required to implement the Strategy.  The work on the review will feed into the estimates process 
for 2019 and subsequent years.

In parallel with the Strategy, a National Dementia Strategy Implementation Programme 
(NDSIP) was agreed by the Department of Health, the HSE and Atlantic Philanthropies.  
€27.5million was committed to the Programme over a three year period across a number of 
initiatives, including dementia specific intensive homecare packages, an education and train-
ing programme for GPs and Primary Care Teams, and an information and awareness campaign 
which seeks to challenge public misconceptions about dementia and the challenges facing peo-
ple living with dementia.

In the medium term, the HSE plans to create compassionate, inclusive communities for 
people with dementia and their carers, by building a network of local and national partnerships 
under the Dementia Understand Together campaign.  Plans are progressing to further imple-
ment the Dementia Strategy through the National Dementia Office, including in the area of 
diagnosis, post-diagnostic supports and care pathways.

In 2017, my Department secured €1.23 million in Dormant Accounts funding to develop a 
number of projects which are designed to expand public awareness of dementia and to improve 
care for people with dementia.  These projects include a national post-diagnostic support path-
way, a national dementia registry, the staffing of assistive technology libraries in all CHOs and 
the establishment of dementia friendly community groups.

The Government is committed to ensuring that people with dementia continue to live their 
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lives as fully as possible, in their own homes and communities for as long as they can.  We are 
committed to supporting the work of the National Dementia Office in creating meaningful proj-
ects which will have a lasting positive effect on the lives of people with dementia, their carers 
and families.

27/02/2018WRFF02500Disease Management

27/02/2018WRFF02600464. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if there will be an expansion 
of supports for the victims of Lyme disease in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9800/18]

27/02/2018WRFF02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Lyme disease (also known as Lyme borel-
liosis) is an infection caused by a spiral-shaped bacterium called Borrelia burgdorferi.  It is 
transmitted to humans by bites from ticks infected with the bacteria.  The infection is generally 
mild affecting only the skin but can occasionally be more severe and highly debilitating.  Lyme 
disease is diagnosed by medical history and physical examination.  The infection is confirmed 
by blood tests which look for antibodies produced by an infected person’s body in response 
to the infection.  These normally take several weeks to develop and may not be present in the 
early stages of the disease.  The standard laboratory approach to Lyme diagnostics is a two-
stage approach and has been agreed by experts from the Scientific Advisory Committee of the 
Health Protection Surveillance Centre and other Irish and international experts.  This testing is 
available in Ireland.

Lyme disease can be very successfully treated using common antibiotics by General Practi-
tioners.  These antibiotics are effective at clearing the rash and helping to prevent the develop-
ment of complications.  Antibiotics are generally given for up to three weeks.  If complications 
develop, intravenous antibiotics may be considered.

The HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre website (www.hpsc.ie) gives extensive in-
formation on Lyme Disease diagnosis, treatment and how to avoid tick bites.  A Lyme Disease 
Subcommittee of the Scientific Advisory Committee of HPSC with professional clinical, ento-
mological, scientific and environmental health expert representation (including a representative 
of the Lyme Support Group, Tick-Talk Ireland) has been established to explore all possible 
ways of raising awareness about Lyme disease.  This Subcommittee is expected to meet shortly 
with a view to finalising it report.  This report will cover a number of areas, including initiatives 
undertaken to date, summary advice relating to awareness, preventive advice for the general 
public, preventive advice and material for those responsible for sites or locations known to have 
or suspected as having higher densities of ticks, and summary advice relating to GP manage-
ment of the condition.  Any person who is suffering ill health is eligible to seek medical atten-
tion, and to access appropriate health and social care services, irrespective of the cause of their 
symptoms.

27/02/2018WRFF02800Suicide Prevention

27/02/2018WRFF02900465. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase resourc-
es for suicide prevention services in County Kildare in view of the number of recent suicides in 
the county and the county’s high suicide rate compared to national averages; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9801/18]

27/02/2018WRFF03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

27/02/2018WRFF03100Hospital Waiting Lists Data

27/02/2018WRFF03200466. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the improvement in waiting 
times expected during 2018 for the 15,000 plus children waiting over a year for an outpatient 
appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9802/18]

27/02/2018WRFF03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The most recent NTPF figures published for 
January 2018  show that there was a total of 42,042 people on the Outpatient waiting list for 
hospitals in the Children’s Hospital Group. 64% of these children (26,875) are waiting up to 12 
months and 36% (15,167) are waiting over 12 months for a first Outpatient appointment.

The HSE has confirmed there have been challenges in addressing the OPD waiting times 
due to consultant resourcing issues, arising from retirements, vacancies and demand in single-
handed consultant services, such as allergy and immunology.

The HSE have advised that two paediatric outpatients and urgent care centres at Connolly 
and Tallaght Hospitals, which are scheduled to open in mid July 2018 and 2019 respective-
ly, should improve local access to urgent care and OPD services for children in the Greater 
Dublin Area.

It is acknowledged that the Outpatient Waiting Lists generally remains a challenge that 
needs to be addressed.  It is worth noting that in 2016 the children’s hospitals recorded that 
approximately 13% of patients did not attend their Outpatient appointment.  This is something 
that must be tackled.  A number of steps, including the commencement of a national waiting list 
validation project by the HSE, are being taken to ensure the lists are accurate and these efforts 
are to intensify in the coming months.

27/02/2018WRFF03400Services for People with Disabilities

27/02/2018WRFF03500467. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce facili-
ties in County Cork whereby persons with special needs can live independently with certain 
support services on site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9814/18]

27/02/2018WRFF03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRFF03700Services for People with Disabilities

27/02/2018WRFF03800468. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the supports being made 
available to a person (details supplied) with special needs in County Cork; the funding currently 



Questions - Written Answers

210

being provided for these services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9826/18]

27/02/2018WRFF03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRGG00200Treatment Abroad Scheme

27/02/2018WRGG00300469. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that cardiac transplant surgery for persons under 16 years of age is not carried out here; 
his plans to address this anomaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9831/18]

27/02/2018WRGG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Irish paediatric patients travel to the UK for 
heart transplants under the Treatment Abroad Scheme.  Paediatric kidney transplants are carried 
out in the Children’s University Hospital, Temple Street.

Around 5 to 6 paediatric heart transplant cases arise in Ireland each year and the current 
policy reflects this low level of activity.

The possibility of heart transplants for paediatric patients being undertaken in Ireland will 
be considered in the future in the context of the new Children’s Hospital.

27/02/2018WRGG00500Legislative Measures

27/02/2018WRGG00600470. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health when Parts 2 and 3 of the Child 
and Families Relationship Act 2015 will be commenced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9832/18]

27/02/2018WRGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials in my Department are undertaking 
the work necessary to facilitate the commencement of Parts 2 and 3 of the Children and Family 
Relationships Act 2015.  A small number of technical and legal issues have arisen which require 
clarification, and it is important that these are resolved before Parts 2 and 3 of the Act are com-
menced.  I hope to be in a position to lay the Regulations before the Houses of the Oireachtas 
as early as possible in 2018.

27/02/2018WRGG00800Home Help Service Provision

27/02/2018WRGG00900471. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a home help allocation for a 
person (details supplied) will be reviewed; if the previous allocation will be restored; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9833/18]

27/02/2018WRGG01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

27/02/2018WRGG01100Community Care

27/02/2018WRGG01200472. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be placed in a care facility. [9835/18]

27/02/2018WRGG01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

27/02/2018WRGG01400Hospital Procedures

27/02/2018WRGG01500473. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of cataract op-
erations that have been carried out in the South/South West hospital group in 2017 and to date 
in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9853/18]

27/02/2018WRGG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRGG01700Treatment Abroad Scheme

27/02/2018WRGG01800474. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by the 
HSE through the cross-border directive in 2017 for persons receiving cataract operations; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9863/18]

27/02/2018WRGG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the admin-
istration of the Cross Border Directive, I have asked the HSE to examine the issue raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

27/02/2018WRGG02000Home Help Service

27/02/2018WRGG02100475. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if additional home help hours 
for a person (details supplied) will be provided. [9866/18]

27/02/2018WRGG02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

27/02/2018WRGG02300Treatment Abroad Scheme

27/02/2018WRGG02400476. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
availed of the cross-border directive in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9870/18]

27/02/2018WRGG02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the admin-
istration of the Cross Border Directive, I have asked the HSE to examine the issue raised and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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27/02/2018WRGG02600Medical Card Applications

27/02/2018WRGG02700477. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be 
restored to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9899/18]

27/02/2018WRGG02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, the Health Ser-
vice Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRGG02900Medicinal Products Reimbursement

27/02/2018WRGG03000478. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the roll-out date for the 
FreeStyle Libre glucose monitoring system to be included in the long-term illness scheme for 
children and young persons; the criteria for same; and if the HSE plans to include persons with 
type 1 diabetes for reimbursement in compliance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medi-
cal Goods) Act 2013. [9901/18]

27/02/2018WRGG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRGG03200Medicinal Products Availability

27/02/2018WRGG03300479. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health his plans to re-examine the issues 
arising from the withdrawal of Versatis pain relief plasters. [9910/18]

27/02/2018WRGG03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medicines play a vital role in improving the 
health of Irish patients.  Securing access to existing and new and innovative medicines is a key 
objective of the  health service.  However, the challenge is to do this in a safe and  sustainable 
manner.  Treatment must be appropriate and proportionate and clinical decison-making, such as 
prescribing, should be based on both patient needs and sound medical evidence.

Lidocaine 5% medicated plasters are licensed for the localised relief of post-shingles pain 
in adults.  This is the only licensed use for the patch in Ireland.  It has been reimbursed in the 
community drugs schemes since 2010.

When the plasters were first introduced, the budget impact was low, because of the specific 
indication for which they are licensed.  It was therefore a cause of clinical concern that, from 
2012 on, usage increased significantly, to the point where, as a nation, we were using more 
plasters than the entire UK National Health Service, with ten times our population.

When a treatment is intended for a small group of patients, and evidence suggests that it is 
being  used for many times that number, it is important and appropriate for clinicians to review 
its use.  In 2016, the HSE Medicines Management Programme reviewed the use of the plasters.  
The review estimated that only 5-10% of prescribing had been for the licensed indication.

Following the clinical review, and in the interest of ensuring appropriate patient care, the 
HSE introduced a new reimbursement approval system for the patches from 1 September 2017.  
This process supports their appropriate use, ensuring that post-shingles patients continue to 
receive this treatment.

Under the new arrangements, all patients receiving lidocaine plasters for the licensed indi-
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cation, shingles, were automatically approved on the HSE system.  All of these patients con-
tinue to receive the treatment under the community schemes.

Non-shingles patients were given a three month grace period, in which their GP could move 
them to other treatments or apply for continued reimbursement.  However, from 1 December 
2017, non-shingles patients were no longer automatically reimbursed under the community 
drugs schemes.

In order for non-shingles patients to receive the patch through the community schemes, their 
GP must apply online for continued reimbursement approval.  If an application is refused, the 
GP may appeal, making a clinical case for the patient.  The HSE advises that the turnaround 
time for applications is three working days and for appeals it is five days.

As of 16 February, approximately 1,500 post-shingles patients have been approved, and the 
plaster is being provided to those patients in the normal manner.

Another 4784 non-shingles patients were registered by their GP, and 14% of these patients, 
670 people, have been approved.  In addition, 284 online appeals have been made, including 
patients who were never registered, and over 65% of these patients have been approved.

Over 2300 patients are now approved for the plaster in the drug schemes, with more than 
850, over one third, approved for use other than post-shingles pain, based on the clinical case 
made by the GP.

It is clear that this new process supports appropriate use and prescribing and both post-
shingles patients and other appropriate cases can continue to be treated with lidocaine plasters. 

The introduction of the new approval system was flagged in August 2017, when details of 
the proposed changes were circulated by the HSE to prescribers and pharmacies. This advice 
has been re-issued in the last week, and information for patients and practitioners is on the HSE 
Medicines Management Programme website.  (http://hse.ie/eng/about/Who/clinical/natclin-
prog/medicinemanagementprogramme/yourmedicines/lidocaine-plaster/lidocaine-medicated-
plaster.html).

This decision is a matter for the HSE. However, I fully support the objectives of the HSE 
Medicines Management Programme.

27/02/2018WRGG03500Ambulance Service Data

27/02/2018WRGG03600480. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of phone calls to the 
ambulance service made from the Millstreet district in each of the years 2014 to 2017 and to 
date in 2018; the number of these responded to by the Killarney ambulance, by month, in tabu-
lar form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9926/18]

27/02/2018WRGG03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRGG03800Cannabis for Medicinal Use

27/02/2018WRGG03900481. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the difficulties in relation to im-
porting a product (details supplied) which has been prescribed for a person under special li-
cence and for which the parent needs to travel regularly to the Netherlands to collect; the HSE’s 
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plans to reimburse the medication costs through the long-term illness or alternative scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9928/18]

27/02/2018WRGG04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As Minister for Health, I have issued 5 
licences for cannabis-based products for medical use by named patients.  This allows for the 
importation of these products from other countries, including The Netherlands.  There are no 
difficulties in importing such products on foot of a valid Ministerial licence.

However, there may be issues in some countries with the exporting of cannabis-based prod-
ucts.  This is a matter for the authorities of the exporting country.

In relation to the reimbursement of cannabis-based products under the community drug 
schemes, officials in my Department are currently considering funding proposals for an access 
programme for these products.

27/02/2018WRHH00200Hospital Waiting Lists

27/02/2018WRHH00300482. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a per-
son (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9929/18]

27/02/2018WRHH00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRHH00500Treatment Abroad Scheme

27/02/2018WRHH00600483. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of occasions on 
which persons under 18 years of age with eating disorders received treatment in the United 
Kingdom in each of the past four years; the legal basis for these treatments; the implications of 
Brexit for such treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9930/18]

27/02/2018WRHH00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The HSE operates the 
Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) for persons entitled to treatment in another EU/EEA Member 
State or Switzerland under EU Regulation (EC) No. 883/2004, and implementing Regulations 
(EC) No. 987/2009.

The HSE also operates the EU Directive 2011/24/EU on Patients’ Rights in Cross Border 
Healthcare in Ireland, known as the Cross Border Healthcare Directive (CBD).

As this question requests TAS and CBD data, I have arranged for the question to be referred 
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to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

There is no question that Brexit poses very significant and serious challenges to Ireland’s 
economy and trade, as well as across a range of other sectors, including healthcare.  As a com-
mitted member of the EU, Ireland has engaged fully in the negotiations, as part of the EU27 
team and will continue to do so in phase two, where our approach will be to work towards 
ensuring that the future EU-UK relationship will be as close to the current arrangements as 
possible.

It is important to emphasise that at present there are no changes to patient care, as the UK 
continues to be a full member of the EU.  Indeed until the UK formally withdraws from the 
European Union, it remains a full Member with all of its existing rights and obligations.

27/02/2018WRHH00800Cannabis for Medicinal Use

27/02/2018WRHH00900484. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that medical practitioners who wish to prescribe cannabis-based products 
containing THC by applying for a licence under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977 are finding it 
difficult to source the treatment due to the fact that pharmacies are reluctant to stock it as it may 
affect their licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9931/18]

27/02/2018WRHH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Misuse of Drugs legislation the 
Minister for Health may grant a licence to an Irish registered medical practitioner for access to 
cannabis for a named patient, where the course of cannabis treatment has been endorsed by a 
consultant who is responsible for the management of the patient and who is prepared to monitor 
the effects of treatment over time.

Valid licences allow for the importation, possession, supply, prescription and administration 
of THC-based cannabis products by the licencee.  To date, licences have been issued for treat-
ment of five separate individual patients.

The Misuse of Drugs legislation also provides for the granting of a licence to an Irish reg-
istered pharmacist for the importation of THC-based cannabis products, and for the supply 
of such products, on a named patient basis, on foot of a valid prescription written by an Irish 
registered medical practitioner who has been authorised to prescribe the THC-based products 
under Ministerial licence.

27/02/2018WRHH01100Medicinal Products Reimbursement

27/02/2018WRHH01200485. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he has issued instructions to the 
HSE to meet a company (details supplied) in order to restart negotiations on the HSE reim-
bursement of a drug. [9934/18]

27/02/2018WRHH01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on the pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, 
in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

The HSE carefully considered the pricing and reimbursement of human alpha1-proteinase 
inhibitor (Respreeza).  The manufacturer, CSL Behring, was notified in August 2017 that the 
HSE was unable to recommend reimbursement.  The HSE concluded that there was not enough 
evidence to suggest that patients would derive a clinically meaningful benefit from this treat-
ment and that the current price was not a cost effective use of resources. 
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A number of patients were on an access scheme for this product, operated by the manufac-
turer, for the treatment of Alpha-1 deficiency.  This scheme was being run independently by the 
manufacturer.  Without reference to the HSE, the company decided that the scheme would end 
on 30 September 2017.  This decision left approximately 20 patients without access to medica-
tion.

Subsequently, the company modified its decision and agreed to continue to supply the medi-
cation free of charge for the patients on the access scheme for a further six months, or until the 
next clinical trial commences in 2018, but from October 2017 it would not cover the cost of 
administering the medicine.

Due to the critical and exceptional circumstances, the HSE decided to facilitate a transition-
al arrangement, under which it would fund the necessary nursing service to ensure that patients 
would continue to receive the medicine until a new clinical trial commences in 2018.

The Company anticipates that approximately half of the current access group of patients 
will be recruited into the next clinical trial in 2018.

The terms of this transitional arrangement, under which the HSE has agreed to fund the ad-
ministration of the drug, includes a requirement that the lead clinician ensures that appropriate 
alternative treatment regimes are put in place in good time for those patients not proceeding 
onto the next trial.

The HSE has written to the consultant for assurance that these conditions are being com-
plied with.

This transitional arrangement does not alter the reimbursement decision of the HSE in rela-
tion to Respreeza.

The company is welcome to submit a new reimbursement application, which will be as-
sessed in line with the 2013 Act.

27/02/2018WRHH01400Hospital Appointments Administration

27/02/2018WRHH01500486. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9940/18]

27/02/2018WRHH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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27/02/2018WRHH01700Hospital Waiting Lists

27/02/2018WRHH01800487. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
can be placed on a list for a knee replacement procedure; if a discretion can be exercised in the 
matter in view of the person’s medical circumstances; the relevant policy on the issue; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9948/18]

27/02/2018WRHH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRHH02000Hospital Procedures

27/02/2018WRHH02100488. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the position in on the delivery of 
cognitive behavioural therapy, CBT, at a day hospital (details supplied) in County Clare; the 
waiting lists for CBT across the mid-west region in counties Clare, Limerick and Tipperary; if 
there is a shortage of staff to provide CBT in the mid-west region; if so, the centres at which 
these shortages are occurring; the actions that have been taken to address this situation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9956/18]

27/02/2018WRHH02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

27/02/2018WRHH02300Health Services

27/02/2018WRHH02400489. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health the services, facilities and 
specialists available to children under 16 years of age suffering with EDS (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9957/18]

27/02/2018WRHH02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRHH02600Dental Services Staff

27/02/2018WRHH02700490. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health when a substitute dental nurse 
will be assigned (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9981/18]



Questions - Written Answers

218

27/02/2018WRHH02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRHH02900Treatment Abroad Scheme

27/02/2018WRHH03000491. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the position of a person (details 
supplied) on a waiting list for surgery; if an appointment for same will be expedited; if the per-
son is eligible for treatment under the Cross Border Directive; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9982/18]

27/02/2018WRHH03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRHH03200Hospital Waiting Lists

27/02/2018WRHH03300492. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to roll-out the Sligo post-
cataract scheme to help alleviate waiting lists in adult eye care. [9983/18]

27/02/2018WRHH03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRHH03500Health Services Provision

27/02/2018WRHH03600493. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the gap in eye-
care provision for persons aged 12 to 16 years of age (details supplied). [9984/18]

27/02/2018WRHH03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRHH03800Health Services Provision

27/02/2018WRHH03900494. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce a free annual 
eye exam for all children up to 16 years of age (details supplied). [9985/18]

27/02/2018WRHH04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRJJ00200Home Help Service

27/02/2018WRJJ00300495. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if contact can be made with 
persons (details supplied) with a view to facilitating home help; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9986/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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27/02/2018WRJJ00500Hospital Waiting Lists

27/02/2018WRJJ00600496. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will undergo a procedure at Letterkenny University Hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9992/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRJJ00800Medical Products

27/02/2018WRJJ00900497. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if a decision (details supplied) will 
be reversed [9993/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medicines play a vital role in improving the 
health of Irish patients.  Securing access to existing and new and innovative medicines is a key 
objective of the  health service. However, the challenge is to do this in a safe and  sustainable 
manner.  Treatment must be appropriate and proportionate and clinical decision-making, such 
as prescribing, should be based on both patient needs and sound medical evidence.

Lidocaine 5% medicated plasters are licensed for the localised relief of post-shingles pain 
in adults.  This is the only licensed use for the patch in Ireland.  It has been reimbursed in the 
community drugs schemes since 2010. 

When the plasters were first introduced, the budget impact was low, because of the specific 
indication for which they are licensed.  It was therefore a cause of clinical concern that, from 
2012 on, usage increased significantly, to the point where, as a nation, we were using more 
plasters than the entire UK National Health Service, with ten times our population. 

When a treatment is intended for a small group of patients, and evidence suggests that it is 
being used for many times that number, it is important and appropriate for clinicians to review 
its use.  In 2016, the HSE Medicines Management Programme reviewed the use of the plasters.  
The review estimated that only 5-10% of prescribing had been for the licensed indication. 

Following the clinical review, and in the interest of ensuring appropriate patient care, the 
HSE introduced a new reimbursement approval system for the patches from 1 September 2017.  
This process supports their appropriate use, ensuring that post-shingles patients continue to 
receive this treatment.

Under the new arrangements, all patients receiving lidocaine plasters for the licensed indi-
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cation, shingles, were automatically approved on the HSE system.  All of these patients con-
tinue to receive the treatment under the community schemes. 

Non-shingles patients were given a three month grace period, in which their GP could move 
them to other treatments or apply for continued reimbursement.  However, from 1 December 
2017, non-shingles patients were no longer automatically reimbursed under the community 
drugs schemes.

In order for non-shingles patients to receive the patch through the community schemes, their 
GP must apply online for continued reimbursement approval.  If an application is refused, the 
GP may appeal, making a clinical case for the patient.  The HSE advises that the turnaround 
time for applications is three working days and for appeals it is five days.

As of 16 February, approximately 1,500 post-shingles patients have been approved, and the 
plaster is being provided to those patients in the normal manner.

Another 4784 non-shingles patients were registered by their GP, and 14% of these patients, 
670 people, have been approved.  In addition, 284 online appeals have been made, including 
patients who were never registered, and over 65% of these patients have been approved. 

Over 2300 patients are now approved for the plaster in the drug schemes, with more than 
850, over one third, approved for use other than post-shingles pain, based on the clinical case 
made by the GP.

It is clear that this new process supports appropriate use and prescribing and both post-
shingles patients and other appropriate cases can continue to be treated with lidocaine plasters. 

The introduction of the new approval system was flagged in August 2017, when details of 
the proposed changes were circulated by the HSE to prescribers and pharmacies.  This advice 
has been re-issued in the last week, and information for patients and practitioners is on the HSE 
Medicines Management Programme website. 

(http://hse.ie/eng/about/Who/clinical/natclinprog/medicinemanagementprogramme/your-
medicines/lidocaine-plaster/lidocaine-medicated-plaster.html  ).

This decision is a matter for the HSE. However, I fully support the objectives of the HSE 
Medicines Management Programme.

27/02/2018WRJJ01100Primary Care Centres Data

27/02/2018WRJJ01200498. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number and location of pri-
mary care centres opened in each year from 2012, in tabular form; the centres directly funded 
and which were PPP respectively; if approval was granted for new primary care centres that 
have not yet opened; the location of these centres; the timeframe for each to become operational 
for each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10000/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The aim of primary care policy is to provide 
services in local communities so that people can be maintained in their own homes and com-
munities for as long as possible.  The services and resources available within the primary care 
setting have the potential to prevent the development of conditions which might later require 
hospitalisation. They can also facilitate earlier hospital discharge. 

The development of Primary Care Centres to accommodate Primary Care Teams and, where 
possible, GPs in one location is an important enabler of more integrated primary care service 
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delivery.

As the HSE has responsibility for the provision, along with the maintenance and operation 
of Primary Care Centres and other Primary Care facilities, the Executive has also been asked to 
reply directly to the Deputy in this matter.

27/02/2018WRJJ01400Parking Charges

27/02/2018WRJJ01500499. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason for the high cost 
of car parking charges at a hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10011/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

27/02/2018WRJJ01700Nursing Staff Recruitment

27/02/2018WRJJ01800500. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if more advanced nurse prac-
titioners will be appointed to the emergency department of Letterkenny University Hospital in 
view of the pressure the staff in that department are constantly under [10013/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The need to increase the numbers of con-
sultants, doctors, nurses, and midwives in the public health service is a priority for this Gov-
ernment.  The Government has allocated an additional €646 million in current expenditure to 
Health in Budget 2018, including funds for an additional 1,800 front line staff.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

27/02/2018WRJJ02000Hospital Overcrowding

27/02/2018WRJJ02100501. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health when the financial allocation 
applied for and required will be released to Letterkenny University Hospital to enable it to re-
open its 19 bed short stay ward to assist with the overcrowding crisis at the hospital. [10014/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Tackling overcrowding is a key commitment 
of this Government and this year, as part of Budget 2018, an extra €30m was made available to 
respond to winter pressures in 2017, with a further €40m being provided in 2018.  This fund-
ing is aimed at reducing overcrowding in our hospitals through the provision of extra capacity, 
such as increased bed capacity, and additional supports including social care measures aimed at 
assisting patients to return home or to an appropriate community setting after a stay in hospital.

Notwithstanding this investment, I acknowledge that there continues to be an unacceptable 
number of patients waiting on trolleys throughout the system and I can assure the Deputy that 
this issue remains a priority for me and my Department.

In relation to the specific question asked regarding the opening of a new short stay ward in 
Letterkenny, as this is a service matter I have referred it to the HSE for a direct response.

27/02/2018WRJJ02300Hospital Beds Data
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27/02/2018WRJJ02400502. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of beds at Buncrana 
nursing unit, County Donegal in each of the years 2007 to 2017 and to date in 2018 [10015/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ02500503. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of beds at Carn-
donagh community hospital, County Donegal in each of the years 2007 to 2017 and to date in 
2018.  [10016/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ02600504. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of beds at Ramelton 
nursing unit, County Donegal in each of the years 2007 to 2017 and to date in 2018 [10017/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ02700505. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing staff at 
Buncrana nursing unit, County Donegal in each of the years 2007 to 2017 and to date in 2018. 
[10018/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ02800506. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing staff at 
Carndonagh community hospital, County Donegal in each of the years 2007 to 2017 and to date 
in 2018. [10019/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ02900507. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing staff at 
Ramelton nursing unit, County Donegal in each of the years 2007 to 2017 and to date in 2018. 
[10020/18]

27/02/2018WRJJ03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 502 to 507, 
inclusive, together.

As these are service matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

27/02/2018WRKK00200Hospital Charges

27/02/2018WRKK00300508. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the charges that apply both 
inpatient and outpatient, to a person (details supplied) injured in an accident who has not got a 
medical card and was taken to hospital by ambulance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10042/18]

27/02/2018WRKK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Act 1970 (as amended) provides 
that all persons ordinarily resident in the country are eligible, subject to certain charges, to pub-
lic in-patient hospital services including consultant services and to public out-patient hospital 
services. 

The Health (Out-Patient Charges) Regulations 2013 provide for €100 statutory charge for 
Emergency Department attendance subject to a number of exemptions including for those who 
are medical cardholders, patients who have a letter of referral from a registered medical practi-
tioner and patients whose attendance results in admission as an in-patient.

As provided for by the Health (Amendment) Act 2013, the current public hospital statutory 
in-patient charge is €80 per night, subject to a maximum of €800 in any twelve consecutive 
months. 

Section 55 of the Health Act 1970 (as amended) also provides that the HSE may make 
available private in-patient services to persons who are not entitled to, or who do not have or 
have waived their eligibility to public in-patient services.  In these circumstances the statutory 
hospital charges under Section 55 that apply for such an episode of care is set out in the table 
below and depends on the category of hospital, duration of stay and whether the accommoda-
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tion was provided in a single or multi-occupancy room.  It is also noted that patients opting to 
be treated privately must also pay the consultant fees associated with their treatment.

Hospital Category Daily charge for 
in-patient services 
where overnight 
accommodation 
provided in a single 
occupancy room 

Daily charge for 
in-patient services 
where overnight ac-
commodation pro-
vided in a multiple 
occupancy room 

Daily charge for 
day case in-patient 
services where over-
night accommoda-
tion not provided 

Hospitalspecified in 
Fifth Schedule 

 €1,000  €813  €407

Hospitalspecified in 
Sixth Schedule 

 €800  €659  €329

If the Deputy wishes to submit further details in relation to this case I can then ask the HSE 
to examine this issue in more detail.

27/02/2018WRKK00500Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

27/02/2018WRKK00600509. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the status of the roll-out to 
children and young persons of the new diabetes management device freestyle libre; the age 
limit implied by the term young adult; if a decision has been reached on extending freestyle 
libre to all persons with type 1 diabetes and not just children and young persons; if it will be ex-
tended to users of insulin pumps and not confined solely to persons on multiple daily injections; 
if it will be included for reimbursement in the LTI scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10055/18]

27/02/2018WRKK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRKK00800Speech and Language Therapy Provision

27/02/2018WRKK00900510. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the reason there is no speech 
and languages classes being provided for a school (details supplied); the reason the school has 
had its speech and language class cut from three days to two; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that it is the only school in the county providing a speech and language class; if the 
three days speech and language class will be restored; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10058/18]

27/02/2018WRKK01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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27/02/2018WRKK01100Health Services

27/02/2018WRKK01200511. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of short 
term beds in each area in counties Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Cavan and Monaghan; the funding 
available to each area for service arrangements and grant aid agreements for older persons in 
CHO1 in each of the years 2016 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10059/18]

27/02/2018WRKK01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

27/02/2018WRKK01400Nursing Homes Support Scheme

27/02/2018WRKK01500512. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the percentage of nursing 
homes support fair deal scheme income that accrues to the State; his plans to amend the scheme 
to ensure that more of the income accrues to the homeowner; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the financial terms of the scheme are leading to significant vacancy levels in the 
dwellings vacated by older persons and adding to the housing crisis; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10062/18]

27/02/2018WRKK01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings. 

Participants in the Scheme contribute up to 80% of their assessable income, such as their 
pension and a maximum of 7.5% per annum of the value of assets held, such as their principal 
private residence or cash assets.  The first €36,000 of an individual’s assets is not counted at all 
in the financial assessment.  The capital value of an individual’s principal private residence is 
only included in the financial assessment for the first three years of their time in care.  This is 
known as the three year cap. No participant will pay more than the actual cost of care.

Under NHSS rental income is considered income for the purpose of the financial assess-
ment, and is assessed at 80% less any allowable deductions.  Allowable deductions include 
tax paid to Revenue and therefore any tax paid to Revenue should be deducted from the rental 
income.  Other deductions include health expenses, payments required by law, rent payments 
and borrowings in respect of a person’s principal private residence. 

Action 17 of the Strategy for the Rental Sector commits the Department of Housing, Plan-
ning, and Local Government (DHPLG) to examine the treatment under the Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme’s financial assessment of income from the rental of a person’s principal private 
residence where they move into long term residential care. 

The Department of Health will continue to work closely with the DHPLG on this matter 
and will consider suitable options that may assist with regard to the issue of vacant homes.  
However, in the consideration of any options, we must be mindful of the potential sensitivities 
around this issue for older people.  It is important to remember that the transition into nursing 
home care can be a challenging time, including emotionally, and we must avoid adding distress 
to people in the consideration and development of options on this topic.
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27/02/2018WRKK01700Departmental Staff

27/02/2018WRKK01800513. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the level of departmental repre-
sentation at APO level or above with the national policy and strategy for the provision of neuro-
rehabilitation services in Ireland; if there is a named official responsible within his Department 
for this and for liaison with the HSE on same; if he is briefed by this official; the regularity with 
which these briefings are held; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10073/18]

27/02/2018WRKK01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to publish “a plan for advanc-
ing Neuro-rehabilitation services in the community”.  The development of an implementation 
framework for the National Policy & Strategy for the provision of Neuro-rehabilitation Ser-
vices in Ireland is a matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE).

The HSE has established a National Steering Group to develop the implementation frame-
work, comprising representatives from across the whole health system, including Heads of 
Social Care and the National Clinical Programme for Rehabilitation Medicine, Acute Hospital 
services, Mental Health, Primary Care and Health & Wellbeing, Health & Social Care Profes-
sionals and the Neurological Alliance of Ireland.

The focus of the National Steering Group is to develop a framework which is implementable 
across the country.  The Steering Group considers that a Managed Clinical Rehabilitation Net-
work model represents best practice as a means of providing neuro-rehabilitation care and sup-
port/accommodation needs.  The HSE’s Social Care Division and its Clinical Programme and 
Strategy Division are working in tandem to progress this.

The HSE keeps the Department of Health informed of progress on an ongoing basis. Up-
dates and briefings are provided and meetings are held, as and when required.  The Minister is 
kept informed of all developments as part of ongoing reporting arrangements.

27/02/2018WRKK02000Services for People with Disabilities

27/02/2018WRKK02100514. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10084/18]

27/02/2018WRKK02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRKK02300Services for People with Disabilities

27/02/2018WRKK02400515. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a full time residential place-
ment for a person (details supplied) will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10102/18]
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27/02/2018WRKK02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRKK02600Diabetes Strategy

27/02/2018WRKK02700516. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of the HSE’s plans 
to provide a new diabetes centre in Sligo university hospital; the efforts being made to ensure 
that persons (details supplied) are replaced; the status of the provision of podiatry and psychol-
ogy services to diabetes patients in County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10103/18]

27/02/2018WRKK02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the questions raised by the Deputy relate 
to a service issue, I have asked the HSE to reply to you directly.

27/02/2018WRKK02900Eating Disorders

27/02/2018WRKK03000517. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number and percentage of 
HSE provided children’s inpatient beds specifically for eating disorders; his plans to increase 
the number and percentage of inpatient beds for children suffering from eating disorders in the 
future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10104/18]

27/02/2018WRKK03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

27/02/2018WRKK03200Eating Disorders

27/02/2018WRKK03300518. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of public emergency 
department beds for adults with eating disorders here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10105/18]

27/02/2018WRKK03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): In relation to 
the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRKK03500National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

27/02/2018WRKK03600519. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 697 of 7 November 2017, when a reply issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10124/18]
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27/02/2018WRKK03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A response to the original PQ 697 was is-
sued by email on 26 February 2018 directly to Deputy Grealish.

27/02/2018WRKK03800Home Help Service Data

27/02/2018WRKK03900520. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for home help hours in each county, by new applicants and those waiting for additional hours; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10126/18]

27/02/2018WRKK04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

27/02/2018WRLL00200UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

27/02/2018WRLL00300521. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the additional health service 
resources that will be required for the ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities. [10159/18]

27/02/2018WRLL00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The purpose 
of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is to promote, protect and en-
sure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons 
with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity.  

It is intended that the final legislative amendments needed to enable Ireland to comply with 
the Convention will be contained in the Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016 spon-
sored by the Minister for Justice and Equality and in a stand-alone Bill on deprivation of liberty.

The Department of Health is continuing to progress draft legislation to provide legislative 
clarity on the issue of deprivation of liberty which will add a new Part to the Assisted Decision-
Making (Capacity) Act 2015.  These provisions will have resource implications for the health 
services which will be quantified as proposals are being refined.

The question of additional health service resources to meet any other requirements that may 
arise under the Convention will be considered in due course.

27/02/2018WRLL00500Mental Health Services

27/02/2018WRLL00600522. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health when he expects the practice 
of admitting children and young persons to adult mental health units to cease. [10160/18]

27/02/2018WRLL00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The reduction in the 
numbers of children admitted to adult psychiatric units is a priority for the HSE Mental Health 
Services and for myself. It is fully accepted that admission to an age appropriate facility is in 
the best interest of the child.

Where a child requires admission to an in-patient bed, a bed in a Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Services (CAMHS) unit is sought in the first instance. A decision to admit to 
an adult unit is made only if a CAMHS admission is not feasible. Where such admissions take 
place HSE Standard Operating Procedures apply. An admission to an adult unit must be advised 



Questions - Written Answers

228

to the Mental Health Commission and is generally to a separate area in the adult unit with ap-
propriate supervision.

Most child admissions to adult units are for children in the 16-17 age bracket. The HSE 
advises  that admission to an adult unit may often be more appropriate for the individual and to 
avoid any impact on younger children in CAMHS in-patient units. Children admitted to adult 
units are provided with special support by the HSE.  

Progress in this area has been significant since 2008 when there were 247 such admissions 
to adult units in that year. This declined to 81 in 2017, despite a background of increasing 
demands overall on Child and Adolescent Mental Health services. CAMHS has seen a 26% 
increase in referrals between 2012 and 2017.

It is important to note, that the number of  admissions  does not necessarily equate to the 
actual number of children admitted, as an individual child may be admitted on more than one 
occasion in any given year. In 2017, there was a total of 307 CAMHS admissions, of which 
226 (74%) were to age appropriate units and 81 (26%) of admissions of Children were to Adult 
Units. The temporary closure of some CAMHS beds, such as the Linn Dara Unit in Dublin, 
influenced the admission rates to adults units in 2017. 

In terms of bed days used, in 2017, based on the most recent figures available, 96.9% of bed 
days used were in Child and Adolescent Inpatient Units. Performance generally continues to 
be above the HSE Service Plan target figure of 95%, and indications are that where a child has 
been admitted to an adult acute in-patient unit, the length of stay has been kept to a minimum. 

The HSE Service Plan allows for some operational flexibility surrounding emergency place-
ments in Adult Units, particularly where very short-term placements take place.  Full account 
is taken of all relevant factors such as the preferences of all those involved, and geographical 
factors relating to access or visiting. In this context, the HSE continues to closely monitor on 
a weekly basis all child admissions to adult units with a view to minimising such admissions. 

I and departmental officials regularly meet with the HSE to review various mental health 
issues including the potential for further improvement on age appropriate CAMHS admissions. 
Relevant data is regularly published on the HSE website and is subject to regular monitoring 
by the Department of Health. Bearing in mind all the circumstances, I am satisfied that, where 
children have to be placed short-term in adult mental health units, the Executive makes any 
special arrangements necessary to protect and monitor these young people.

27/02/2018WRLL00800Home Help Service Data

27/02/2018WRLL00900523. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of extra home 
help hours that will be provided in 2018 relative to 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10161/18]

27/02/2018WRLL01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Government is 
committed to promoting care in the community so  that people can continue to live with confi-
dence, security and dignity  in their own homes for as long as possible. To support this, we plan 
to  establish a new statutory scheme for the financing and regulation of  home care services. The 
Department is currently engaged in a detailed  process to progress this.

In the meantime, the Department  and HSE are continuing efforts to incrementally improve 
the existing  services. As detailed in its National Service Plan, the HSE is  streamlining home 
care services by moving towards a single funded  service. This combines the funding for home 
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help and standard home care  packages which will operate as a single home support service 
from 2018  onwards.   

Home support services are a particular area of  focus in Budget 2018, with an additional 
€18.25m allocated. The  additional resources bring the budget for the direct provision of home  
support services to €408m delivering over 17m home support hours to  about 50,500 people. 
This compares with the estimated 16.34m hours  delivered to 50,000 people last year.  In ad-
dition 235 intensive home  care packages will provide 360,000 home support hours for people 
with  complex needs.

27/02/2018WRLL01100Health Services Staff Recruitment

27/02/2018WRLL01200524. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will report on recruit-
ment initiatives in CHO7, particularly in the Lakeview unit, Naas hospital and CAMHS in 
Kildare town; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10162/18]

27/02/2018WRLL01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

27/02/2018WRLL01400Vaccination Programme

27/02/2018WRLL01500525. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to promote in-
creased uptake of the ‘flu vaccine across all categories of persons and not only those deemed at 
risk; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10163/18]

27/02/2018WRLL01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In Ireland the National Immunisation Ad-
visory Committee (NIAC) an independent committee of the Royal College of Physicians of 
Ireland which comprises experts in a number of specialties including infectious diseases, pae-
diatrics, and public health makes recommendation on vaccination policy in Ireland.  Their rec-
ommendations are based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international 
best practice in relation to immunisation.  This season (2017/18) the HSE procured the trivalent 
inactivated seasonal influenza vaccine for all those in the recommended at risk groups and 
health care workers and carers.  The trivalent vaccine used in Ireland is the most widely used 
influenza vaccine in Europe. 

NIAC is considering the need to expand the current recommendations for influenza vaccine, 
including the potential community wide benefit of extending recommendations to include all 
children.

Initial evidence suggests that the vaccine provides higher protection against the Influenza 
A strains than recent years (H3N2 & H1N1).  While it is less effective against the B strains 
predominating this year, people who received the flu.  Vaccination remains the most effective 
means of preventing infection by seasonal influenza viruses and can reduce severe disease that 
can lead to hospitalisation and death.

The influenza vaccine purchased by HSE is based on WHO advice on the composition of 
influenza virus vaccines for use in the 2017/8 northern hemisphere Flu season which issued on 
2 March 2017.  It recommended that trivalent vaccines for use in the 2017-2018 northern hemi-
sphere influenza season contain the following:  

-   an A/Michigan/45/2015 (H1N1)pdm09-like virus; 
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- an A/Hong Kong/4801/2014 (H3N2)-like virus; and 

- a B/Brisbane/60/2008-like virus.

Influenza vaccine is most effective when circulating viruses are well-matched with viruses 
contained in vaccines.  Due to the constant evolving nature of influenza viruses, the WHO 
Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System – a system of National Influenza Centres 
and WHO Collaborating Centres around the world – continuously monitors the influenza vi-
ruses circulating in humans and updates the composition of influenza vaccines twice a year.  
For many years, WHO has updated its recommendation on the composition of the vaccine 
(trivalent) that targets the three most representative virus types in circulation (two subtypes of 
influenza A viruses and one influenza B virus) and since the 2013–2014 northern hemisphere 
influenza season, a fourth component is recommended to support quadrivalent vaccine devel-
opment.  Quadrivalent vaccines include a 2nd influenza B virus in addition to the viruses in 
trivalent vaccines.

The HSE Communications Plan which launched on the 2 October 2017 had an initial focus 
on Health Care Workers.  Radio adverts commenced on the 9 October and ran for three weeks.  
There were further radio ads over the holiday period when ILI rates exceeded the baseline 
threshold for the first time.  People aged 65 and over as well as pregnant women were the pri-
mary audiences for the radio campaign, which also reached medically at risk groups and Health 
Care Workers as they make up a more generic radio audience.  Digital advertising and promo-
tions targeting risk groups, the over 65s, pregnant women and healthcare workers and likewise 
there will be options for further campaigns when flu levels go above the threshold.

The HSE “Under the Weather” website gives advice to people on what to do if they suspect 
they are developing influenza.  Health is one of the themes of the cross-sectoral ‘Be Winter 
Ready’ campaign which launched on 8 November 2017. 

The HSE reviews and updates its influenza plans, including the communications strategy, 
taking into account the lessons learned from previous years, with a view to targeting key groups 
to get the greatest impact in terms of people receiving the influenza vaccine.

27/02/2018WRLL01700Treatment Abroad Scheme

27/02/2018WRLL01800526. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
County Kildare who applied for the treatment abroad scheme in 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10164/18]

27/02/2018WRLL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, this query has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

27/02/2018WRLL02000Nursing Staff Recruitment

27/02/2018WRLL02100527. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to retain and recruit 
front-line staff in the health services including nurses; the number of nursing staff needed in 
public national hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10165/18]

27/02/2018WRLL02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Notwithstanding significant recruitment and 
retention challenges, including global shortages, considerable progress has been made in the 
past four years in growing the numbers of front line staff working in the public health services, 
including doctors and nurses, as additional resources have become available. 
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The number of consultants has increased by 109 in the 12 months ending December 2017 
to 2,971 whole time equivalents, and by 415 in the 4 years since December 2013. The number 
of NCHDS has increased by 270 in the 12 months ending December, 2017 to 6,331 whole time 
equivalents, and by 1,323 in the 4 years since December 2013. 

It is recognised that retention of doctors is critical to the future growth of the medical work-
force.  In July 2013 a Working Group, chaired by Prof. Brian MacCraith, President, Dublin 
City University, was established to carry out a strategic review of medical training and career 
structure. The Group made 25 recommendations relating to training and career pathways for 
doctors with a focus on improving graduate retention in the public health system and planning 
for future service needs. Initiatives taken on foot of the Group’s recommendations include the 
launch of a  careers and training website, which gives information about each specialty, includ-
ing details of training pathways and training duration, increasing the number of family friendly 
training places and the appointment of lead NCHDs across sites.  The MacCraith Implementa-
tion Monitoring Group continues its work and has identified the need to progress other key rec-
ommendations including protected training time, task transfer and better coverage of training 
costs incurred by  NCHDs. 

With regard to nurses, the number of nurses and midwives has increased by 942 in the 12 
months ending December 2017 to 36,777 whole time equivalents and by 2,599 in the 4 years 
since December 2013.  In terms of the number of nurses required in public hospitals, the Nurs-
ing Recruitment and Retention Agreement, was concluded with the INMO and SIPTU Nursing 
last year.  This committed the HSE to increasing the number of nurses and midwives by 1,224 
additional permanent posts across the health service in 2017.  Indications are that there has been 
significant growth in the appointment of nurses and midwives in recent months with 942 WTE 
of the 1,224 posts filled (including student nurses).  The HSE remain committed to the Agree-
ment and efforts will continue to fill the remaining posts.  Funded workforce plans for 2018 are 
in the process of being developed.  

I can assure the Deputy that the HSE recognises the need to continue to focus on the recruit-
ment and retention of front-line staff, such as doctors and nurses, and that it is committed to 
making the public health service a more attractive place to work.

27/02/2018WRLL02300Primary Care Centres

27/02/2018WRLL02400528. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the updated timeframe for 
the refurbishment of a day care centre (details supplied) further to the appointment of the design 
team for the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10166/18]

27/02/2018WRLL02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

27/02/2018WRLL02600Vaccination Programme

27/02/2018WRLL02700529. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the HPV vaccine is to be 
extended to boys; when the report of the health technology assessment being carried out by 
HIQA in respect of the HPV vaccine for boys will be published; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10167/18]

27/02/2018WRLL02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The immunisation programme in Ireland 
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is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC).  NIAC is 
a committee of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland comprising of experts in a number 
of specialties including infectious diseases, paediatrics and public health.  The committee’s 
recommendations are informed by public health advice and international best practice.  All rel-
evant and appropriate information is taken into account when deciding to make changes to the 
State’s immunisation programmes. 

NIAC has made a recommendation that the HPV vaccine should be given to boys.  My 
Department asked the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) to carry out a health 
technology assessment (HTA).  Work has commenced on the HTA and is expected to be com-
pleted in 2018.  Any decision to extend the current programme which offers HPV vaccination to 
all girls in their first year of second-level education to a programme that also offers vaccination 
to boys will be informed by the evidence contained in the HTA.

27/02/2018WRLL02900Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

27/02/2018WRLL03000530. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for orthodontic care; the number of persons waiting over 1, 2 and 3 years, respec-
tively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10175/18]

27/02/2018WRLL03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This ePQ pertains to hospital waiting lists 
for orthodontic care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2018WRLL03200Occupational Therapy Staff

27/02/2018WRLL03300531. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the HSE’s plans to allo-
cate a new full-time occupational therapist to the Kilbarrack health centre, Dublin 5; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10176/18]

27/02/2018WRLL03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

27/02/2018WRLL03500Proposed Legislation

27/02/2018WRLL03600532. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health when the drafting of a Bill for the 
introduction of a scheme to replace the former mobility allowance and motorised transport 
grant scheme will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10177/18]

27/02/2018WRLL03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013. Since the closure of the Mobility Allowance, 
the Government has directed that the Health Service Executive should continue to pay an equiv-
alent monthly payment of up to €208.50 per month to the 4,133 people in receipt of the Mobility 
Allowance, on an interim basis, pending the establishment of a new Transport Support Scheme.

The Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new Transport 
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Support Scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health.  The Programme for a Partnership Government acknowledges the ongoing drafting of 
primary legislation for a new Transport Support Scheme to assist those with a disability to meet 
their mobility costs. The Health (Transport Support) Bill is on the list of priority legislation for 
publication in the Spring/Summer session 2018. I can confirm that work on the policy proposals 
for the new Scheme is at an advanced stage. The proposals seek to ensure that:   

- There is a firm statutory basis to the Scheme’s operation; 

- There is transparency and equity in the eligibility criteria attaching to the Scheme; 

- Resources are targeted at those with greatest needs; and 

- The Scheme is capable of being costed and is affordable on its introduction and on an 
ongoing basis.

It is hoped to bring a General Scheme and Heads of Bill to Government shortly, seeking 
Government approval to the drafting of the Bill for the new Transport Support Payment.

With regard to the Motorised Transport Grant, this scheme operated as a means-tested grant 
to assist persons with severe disabilities with the purchase or adaptation of a car, where that car 
was essential to retain employment. The maximum Motorised Transport Grant, which was pay-
able once in any three-year period, was €5,020.  Following closure of the scheme in February 
2013,  no further Motorised Transport Grants have been payable.

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place. This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for Fi-
nance.  Specifically adapted vehicles driven by disabled persons are also exempt from payment 
of tolls on national toll roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has responsibility 
for this particular Scheme.

27/02/2018WRLL03800Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRLL03900533. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of freedom of information requests his Department has received in the past eight 
years; the number which were accepted without further escalation and not accepted respec-
tively; the number requested which were not accepted that were escalated to the Information 
Commissioner; the number which the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of the person 
requesting the freedom of information; the number which the Information Commissioner ruled 
against his Department; the number his Department appealed to the High Court; the number 
the High Court ruled against his Department in favour of the applicant; the number which were 
then brought to the Court of Appeal by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9285/18]

27/02/2018WRLL04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Freedom 
of Information data requested is set out in the following table. 

In relation to your request for data concerning appeals, I have included data on both internal 
reviews carried out by more senior members of staff within my Department and on appeals to 
the Office of the Information Commissioner (OIC). 
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If a requester is not satisfied with the response of my Department to any aspect of his/her 
request for information he/she can seek to have the decision re-examined. The internal review 
of an FOI decision is carried out by a more senior member of staff within my Department. Fol-
lowing the outcome of the internal review of the decision, if a requester is still unhappy with 
the decision, he/she has the right to appeal the decision to the OIC. 

My Department did not appeal any of the OIC decisions in question to the High Court.

Number of FOI..... 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Requests received 214 243 255 275 205 319 347 391
         
Decisions reviewed 
internally

28 31 29 31 19 39 22 44

         
Decisions appealed to 
OIC

17 4 16 8 10 9 9 12

Decisions affirmed by 
OIC

4 3 4 4 6 4 1 4

Decisions varied by OIC 5 0 4 1 0 0 3 3
Decisions annulled by 
OIC

0 0 2 0 1 1 1 0

Appeals to OIC with-
drawn

8 1 6 3 3 4 4 3

Appeals to OIC on-going 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

27/02/2018WRMM00200Aquaculture Licence Applications Data

27/02/2018WRMM00300534. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if an environmental impact assessment has been conducted for a shellfish aquaculture licence 
here in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018; if so, the relevant licences; if an 
appropriate assessment was or was not required in respect of those licences; the non-shellfish 
aquaculture licence applications since 1 January 2015 for which an environmental impact state-
ment was required to be submitted and for which an environmental impact assessment was 
conducted; the number of aquaculture licence applications received; the number of licences 
and renewals granted respectively since 1 January 2015; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9315/18]

27/02/2018WRMM00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): It is assumed 
the Deputy is referring to Lough Swilly. In relation to shellfish cultivation, all relevant licence 
applications in the Lough underwent Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening.  
Ministerial Determinations concerning this matter are available on my Department’s website at 
the following link:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquacultureli-
censing/ministerialconsiderationofrequirementforanenvironmentalimpactstatement/donegal/

In the case of marine finfish cultivation, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is man-
datory in all cases. During the period referred to by the Deputy my Department received one 
new licence application for the cultivation of finfish and one application for the renewal and 
review of an existing licence.  The matter of an Appropriate Assessment does not arise as these 
applications are not situated in the Lough Swilly Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or Spe-
cial Protection Area (SPA). 

An Appropriate Assessment Report was completed in 2013 in respect of existing and pro-
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posed shellfish activities.

My Department has received two new licence applications for the cultivation of shellfish 
during the period in question. Applications in relation to twelve shellfish sites have been deter-
mined for Lough Swilly during the period referred to, of which two were refusals.

27/02/2018WRMM00500Aquaculture Licence Applications Data

27/02/2018WRMM00600535. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of aquaculture installations operating in Lough Foyle; the number of these that are 
licensed by the State or by authorities in Northern Ireland respectively; the aquaculture instal-
lations in Lough Foyle for which an appropriate assessment has been undertaken by authorities 
here; the actions being taken to deal with unlicensed operations; the State’s position regarding 
the tabling of the sensitive issue of Lough Foyle in the context of Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9316/18]

27/02/2018WRMM00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
for Aquaculture licences are considered by my Department under the provisions of the 1997 
Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act, and applicable EU Legislation.

In the case of Lough Foyle, Section 2 of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act disapplies the 
Act to the Moville Area, as it is defined in the Foyle Fisheries Act, 1952.

The Good Friday Agreement provided for the establishment of the Foyle, Carlingford and 
Irish Lights Commission (FCILC). This body is one of the six North South Implementation 
Bodies created under the Agreement.  The Loughs Agency, as part of the FCILC, has been 
given responsibility for fisheries related matters in respect of both Lough Foyle and Carlingford 
Lough and the legislation envisages that the Agency will enter into a management agreement 
with the relevant authorities in both jurisdictions with a view to assuming responsibility for 
aquaculture licensing within the loughs.  Discussions in respect of the management agreement 
are ongoing.

The management of aquaculture and associated foreshore licensing functions in Lough 
Foyle gives rise to legal and jurisdictional complexities. Negotiations regarding the jurisdiction 
of the Lough Foyle area are, in the first instance, a matter for the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade.

My Department organises and participates in an inter-departmental working group which 
is pursuing a way forward in terms of the future management of aquaculture and associated 
foreshore activities on Lough Foyle, in parallel with a workable resolution of the complex ju-
risdictional issues involved.

27/02/2018WRMM00800Aquaculture Licence Data

27/02/2018WRMM00900536. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of aquaculture installations operating in Lough Swilly; the number of these which 
are licensed here; the aquaculture installations in Lough Swilly for which an appropriate assess-
ment has been undertaken by the authorities; the actions being taken to deal with unlicensed 
operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9317/18]

27/02/2018WRMM01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment’s records indicate that nine aquaculture sites are licensed to operate in accordance with 



Questions - Written Answers

236

the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act.  An Appropriate Assessment Report 
addressing the potential ecological impacts of aquaculture activities and fishing in and adjacent 
to the Lough Swilly Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Area (SPA) 
was completed in 2013.

In addition, Screening Matrices were carried out for aquaculture activities located in the 
northern portion of the Lough which were outside the SAC/SPA and the qualifying features of 
same.  These Reports are available on the Department’s website at the following link: 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquacultureli-
censing/appropriateassessmentsscreeningcarriedout/

It is unlawful to engage in aquaculture activity on State foreshore except in accordance with 
the provisions of the applicable national and EU legislation.  My Department, in conjunction 
with its technical, scientific and legal advisers, investigates instances of unauthorised aquacul-
ture activity in accordance with the applicable legislation as a matter of standard procedure.

27/02/2018WRMM01100GLAS Payments

27/02/2018WRMM01200537. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 125 of 24 January 2018, the status of a GLAS pay-
ment for a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay; the solution that is being imple-
mented by his department; when the payment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9319/18]

27/02/2018WRMM01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016 and 
has received the 85% advance payment in respect of the 2016 scheme year.

There is an issue with this case due to the overdeclaration by the applicant of the LIPP action 
that resulted in the 2016 balancing payment and the 2017 advance payment being held.  The 
case will be processed shortly. The 2016 balance payment will issue initially to be followed by 
the 2017 advance payment. GLAS payments continue to issue on a weekly basis. 

27/02/2018WRMM01400Agriculture Scheme Payments

27/02/2018WRMM01500538. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the aver-
age time for the payment of BVD compensation to persons when all conditions regarding ani-
mal disposal are met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9327/18]

27/02/2018WRMM01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The closing 
date for receipt of applications in respect of support towards the early disposal of  PI calves born 
in 2017 was 6 February 2018.  Work has already commenced to ensure payments are made to 
farmers as soon as possible.

27/02/2018WRMM01700GLAS Payments

27/02/2018WRMM01800539. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a person (details supplied) will receive a GLAS payment for 2017; the reason for the 
delay in issuing same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9330/18]



27 February 2018

237

27/02/2018WRMM01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full payments in respect of the 2015 and 2016 scheme years.

The 2017 advance payment has cleared validations in recent days and is expected to issue 
in the coming week. 

27/02/2018WRMM02000GLAS Payments

27/02/2018WRMM02100540. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 126 of 24 January 2018, the status of a GLAS pay-
ment for a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay in issuing same; the solution being 
implemented by his department; when the payment will issue; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9331/18]

27/02/2018WRMM02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full payments in respect of the 2015 and 2016 scheme years.

The Department is aware of an issue with this case that resulted in the 2017 advance pay-
ment being delayed. Once all validations are cleared the payment will issue. GLAS 2017 ad-
vance payments continue to issue on a weekly basis.

27/02/2018WRMM02300GLAS Payments

27/02/2018WRMM02400541. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); the reason the payment has 
not issued to date; when payment will be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9336/18]

27/02/2018WRMM02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2017. 

Validation checks must be passed on all actions on GLAS claims before payment can is-
sue.  An issue arose with this case during the validation process which has now been resolved. 
Payment is expected to issue in this case shortly. GLAS payments are continuing to issue on a 
weekly basis.

27/02/2018WRMM02600Fishing Industry

27/02/2018WRMM02700542. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on whether fishermen benefit via financial incentives in partaking in schemes (details 
supplied); if not, the reason therefore; the persons who benefit; the way in which their partici-
pation contributes to their individual certification under the Bord Iascaigh Mhara responsibly 
sourced standard and Bord Bia’s origin green; and the way in which it benefits their fishing 
operations. [9388/18]

27/02/2018WRMM02800551. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on whether the fishing for litter and net recycling initiatives benefit fishermen via finan-
cial incentives in partaking in schemes (details supplied); if not, the reason therefore; the per-
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sons that benefit; the way in which their participation contributes to their individual certification 
under the Bord Iascaigh Mhara responsibly sourced standard and Bord Bia’s origin green; and 
the way in which this benefits their fishing operations. [9550/18]

27/02/2018WRMM02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 542 and 551 together.

My Department’s €240 million European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Operational Pro-
gramme is the vehicle for financial supports to the seafood sector up to 2021.  The Programme 
delivers a wide range of supports for aquaculture, fisheries and seafood processing through a 
suite of 15 schemes, including the Sustainable Fisheries Scheme. 

Funding of €250,000 has been provided to Bord Iascaigh Mhara in 2016 and 2017 under the 
EMFF Sustainable Fisheries Scheme for the Fishing for Litter project.  This is jointly funded by 
the Government of Ireland and the European Union.  This project is designed to recover marine 
litter and reduce the amount of waste fishing gear going to landfill. It is also intended to raise 
awareness in the fishing industry of the negative impact such waste can have on the marine 
environment. 

Through the Fishing for Litter project, fishing ports and fishermen have been actively re-
covering marine litter as well as better managing waste, both on board and ashore.  This is done 
on a voluntary basis and while fishermen are not paid directly for their participation, they are 
supplied with large hardwearing bags in which they can collect marine litter that accumulates 
in their fishing gear as part of their normal fishing operations, as well as their own waste that 
they generate during fishing trips.  Filled bags are returned to the quayside in participating ports 
and moved to secure containers ready for safe and responsible disposal.  Specific waste facili-
ties are provided at the participating fishing ports into which fishermen can deposit their waste 
free of charge.  In 2017, around 50 trawlers in 9 ports - Clogherhead, Castletownbere, Ross A 
Mhil, Killybegs, Greencastle, Kinsale, Dunmore East and Dingle and Union Hall - participated 
in the project.  As part of this project novel waste management technologies are being tested on 
board vessels.

In addition, since 2005, BIM has been working with industry on the recycling of old fishing 
gear.  A total of 400 tonnes of nylon netting has been successfully recycled. During 2016 and 
2017, BIM assisted by my Department, Donegal County Council, Wexford County Council, 
Clogherhead Development Group and several other private companies, cleared the stockpiles 
of old fishing gear that had built up over the years in various ports and prepared this for recy-
cling.  A total of 187 tonnes of bulk material was removed from the ports in counties Donegal, 
Galway, Kerry, Cork, Waterford, Wexford and Louth, of which 100 tonnes consisted of valu-
able polyethylene netting that has been readied for recycling. 

BIM’s Responsibly Sourced Seafood (RSS) standard compliments Origin Green. In devel-
oping Origin Green plans, seafood companies set targets around their raw material sourcing 
and reduction of their environmental impacts, including waste management. As part of each 
plan, companies are asked to source from suppliers with recognised certifications such as the 
Responsibly Sourced Seafood Fishing Vessel Standard or broader sustainability measures.  The 
RSS system provides an accredited, independently certified raw material supply source as part 
of these plans.  Individual certification to the RSS requires applicants to demonstrate compli-
ance, awareness and understanding of the waste management procedures in their harbour centre 
or port. This benefits their fishing operations by assuring that fishermen are fishing responsibly 
and are committed to reducing their impacts on the marine environment.
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27/02/2018WRMM03000Fishing Industry Data

27/02/2018WRMM03100543. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of seed mussels Northern Ireland and UK registered boats fished in the Irish Sea in ter-
ritorial waters in each of the years 2003 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9416/18]

27/02/2018WRMM03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Sea Fish-
eries Protection Authority (SFPA) is statutorily responsible for the collation of data on catch 
and landing records for sea-fisheries including the mussel seed fishery.  The SFPA is indepen-
dent in the performance of its functions.

I will forward the Deputy’s question to the SFPA for attention as appropriate.

27/02/2018WRMM03300Suckler Cow Quota

27/02/2018WRMM03400544. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine the number of suckler farmers in south-west areas of County Cork; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9449/18]

27/02/2018WRMM03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Deputy 
should note that there are various definitions available of a ‘suckler cow’.  Data from the AIM 
system below is based on the definition of a beef cow which has calved at least once in its 
lifetime.  Furthermore, many farmers with suckler cows have another main enterprise on their 
farms, and so would not be defined as predominantly ‘suckler farmers’.

Bearing in mind those caveats, my Department’s Animal Identification System (AIM) re-
cords all births, movements and disposals in accordance with EU requirements.  The AIM sys-
tem reports data on the bovine herds on a county basis. According to the AIM system as of the 
31st   of December 2017 there were 5,372 herds in County Cork as a whole that had at least one 
beef cow in their herd, which had calved at least once in its lifetime.  Note that these figures may 
be revised when the Department publishes the AIM annual Bovine Statistics Report in March.  

I am keenly aware of the importance of the suckler sector to Ireland’s rural economy and 
the wider agri-food industry.  The sector is an integral component to the overall vitality and 
continued strength of beef farming in rural Ireland.  My Department currently provides a range 
of income and investment supports to suckler farmers, including direct payments and grant 
schemes such as BPS, ANC, GLAS and TAMS, as well as the Beef Data and Genomics Pro-
gramme (BDGP).

27/02/2018WRMM03600TAMS Payments

27/02/2018WRMM03700545. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
low emission slurry spreading scheme grant is open to farm contractors; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9455/18]

27/02/2018WRMM03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): TAMS pay-
ments are provided for under Article 17 (2) of EU Reg 1305/2013 which specifies that “support 
shall be granted to farmers or groups of farmers”.  This precludes payments to contractors as 
they are classified as non-farmers. 
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The  LESS Scheme is open to farmers who:

1. hold a Department identified

2. have a minimum of 5 hectares which have been declared under the Basic Payment Scheme, 
Single Farm Payment Scheme in the year of application or preceding year, or

3. are engaged in the breeding, rearing or fattening of pigs and have a minimum of 60 pro-
duction units at the time of application

The Scheme has proved very successful to date with over 930 approvals issued to farmers.

27/02/2018WRMM03900GLAS Payments

27/02/2018WRMM04000546. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ments will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9464/18]

27/02/2018WRMM04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2017. 

Validation checks must be passed on all actions on GLAS claims and all cases must clear 
these checks before payment can be made.  An issue arose during the processing of this case 
which has now been resolved.  The 2017 advance will be paid shortly.  GLAS payments are 
continuing to issue on a weekly basis.

27/02/2018WRNN00200Agriculture Scheme Appeals

27/02/2018WRNN00300547. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a decision regarding a review will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9467/18]

27/02/2018WRNN00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The indepen-
dent Agriculture Appeals Office has confirmed that a review of the Appeals Officer’s decision 
was requested.  A number of requests for review of appeal decisions were received prior to the 
request concerned.  Requests for reviews are generally dealt with in order of receipt.  I am ad-
vised that it is expected that the review of the case concerned will be completed shortly. 

27/02/2018WRNN00500Beef Data and Genomics Programme

27/02/2018WRNN00600548. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ments will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9479/18]

27/02/2018WRNN00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Beef Data 
and Genomics Programme 2017 - 2022 provides for six years of payments to farmers for com-
pletion of actions which deliver accelerated genetic improvement in the Irish national herd and 
improvement of its environmental sustainability.  

Under the Terms and Conditions of the BDGP, 2014 is the reference year on which pay-
ments are based.  However in certain limited circumstances where 2014 is not typical of usual 
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farming practice a participant can apply to use 2017 as the reference year.  The person named 
successfully applied to use 2017 as a reference year and my Department is currently verifying 
the number of cows that calved in these herds during 2017 .  Payments will commence shortly 
subject to verification of compliance with all other BDGP requirements.

27/02/2018WRNN00800Agriculture Scheme Data

27/02/2018WRNN00900549. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the amount of funding allocated to the protein aid scheme for 2018; the level of payment 
per hectare that will be available to persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9504/18]

27/02/2018WRNN01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Protein 
Aid Scheme was introduced as a coupled support in 2015 as part of the implementation of 
the reformed CAP package in Ireland.  This support is allocated from the overall CAP Pillar 
1 financial ceiling available to Ireland.  Since 2015, €3m has been allocated annually to this 
scheme.  My Department has notified the EU Commission of its intention to allocate €3m for 
this scheme again in 2018.  

Each year, the rate of support payable per hectare is determined by the number of eligible 
hectares declared in that year.  Therefore the rate for 2018 can not be confirmed until all applica-
tions are received and processed.  In 2017 the rate was fixed at €215 per hectare.  

27/02/2018WRNN01100Departmental Funding

27/02/2018WRNN01200550. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
Department’s capital allocation in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the areas to which funds 
will be allocated in each of those years. [9511/18]

27/02/2018WRNN01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The alloca-
tions set out for the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) in the National 
Development Plan for the 2018-2022 period are as follows: 

 - €m
2018 248*
2019 255
2020 258
2021 265
2022 275
* this does not include capital allocation to be carried over from 2017.  

The funding will be allocated in the annual estimates process for capital programmes and 
schemes already in operation, as well as for emerging challenges including those arising from 
Brexit.  

Over the 2018-2022 period  the programmes funded will include the following:

- Forestry Programme

- Targeted Agriculture Modernisation  Scheme under the 2014-2020 Rural Development 
Programme
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- European Maritime & Fisheries  Fund Operational Programme 2014-2020

- Investment support for food sector companies , the organic sector and commercial Horti-
culture

- Investment  support for  facilities for the Horse and Greyhound Racing  industries 

In 2021 and 2022 funding will be allocated to the capital schemes envisaged to be operated 
under the successors to the existing  2014-2020 EU co-funded programmes (RDP and EMFF) 
and the post 2020 Forestry programme.  

In addition to the above multi-project programmes, which support investment by operators 
across the Agriculture, Food and the Marine sectors, funding will be allocated each year for 
my Department’s ICT equipment and infrastructure, and Laboratory infrastructure and equip-
ment, for the development of Fisheries Harbours, facilities maintenance and development for 
Teagasc, Marine Institute, SFPA and BIM, as well as for specific projects with a more limited 
expenditure timescale.  

Question No. 551 answered with Question No. 542.

27/02/2018WRNN01500Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme Eligibility

27/02/2018WRNN01600552. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if in circumstances in which a young person inherits 30 hectares of hill land which is pri-
vately owned and enclosed, they are eligible to entitlement under the young farmer scheme, if 
they qualify for other schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9577/18]

27/02/2018WRNN01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): EU Regula-
tion 1307/2013 provides for the establishment of a National Reserve. One of the two mandatory 
priority categories National Reserve is ‘Young Farmer’.  For the purposes of the ‘young farmer’ 
priority category of the National Reserve a young farmer is defined as follows:

- must be aged 40 or less in the year in which s/he first submits an application under the 
Basic Payment scheme;

- must be setting up an agricultural holding for the first time in his/her own name or has set 
up such a holding during the five years preceding the first submission of the BPS application;

- must have submitted a valid BPS application in the year of application to the National 
Reserve.  

Successful applicants must also hold a recognised agricultural educational qualification at 
FETAC Level 6 or equivalent and have an off-farm income of not more than €40,000 in either 
of the two most recent tax years.  

Successful applicants under the National Reserve can receive an allocation of new entitle-
ments from the National Reserve on the basis of one entitlement for one hectare at the National 
Average value of entitlements.  Applicants who already hold existing entitlements which are 
below the national average value can receive a top-up whereby the value of those entitlements 
will be increased to the national average value.  

The Young Farmers Scheme is a separate scheme that provides for an additional payment 
to young farmers based on eligible activated entitlements.  Payment under the scheme is a flat 
rate payment issued to eligible applicants and is paid per activated entitlement, subject to a 
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maximum of 50. This scheme operates each year from 2015 to 2019.  The definition of a young 
farmer for the purposes of the Young Farmers Scheme is the same as that which applies to the 
young farmer priority category of the National Reserve.  While the same agricultural educa-
tional qualification requirement also applies, there is no off-farm income threshold applicable 
under the Young Farmers Scheme.  

Both the 2018 National Reserve and the 2018 Young Farmers Scheme are currently open for 
online applications, with a closing date for receipt of applications of 15th May 2018.

Additional Schemes:

Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme:

Under the Areas of Natural Constrains (ANC) scheme farmers are paid on their lands which 
are designated as disadvantaged.  Payment is made across 4 different land categories each of 
which is subject to area ceilings.  

Applicants to the ANC scheme must, inter alia, maintain a minimum stocking density of 
0.15 livestock units per forage hectare for 7 consecutive months of the scheme calendar year 
and also maintain an annual average stocking density of 0.15 livestock units per forage hectare 
for the 12 months of the scheme calendar year.  Stocking density requirements can be satisfied 
by cattle, sheep, goats, horses, donkeys and/or deer.  

Under the 2018 ANC scheme the following land categories and payment rates apply.  This 
table takes account of proposed new payment rates to be implemented further to an increased 
funding allocation of €25 million under ANC 2018.  These increases are subject to Commission 
approval of an amendment of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme.  

Category Existing Rate Proposed New Rate 
Mountain 1st   10 ha €109.72 €135 
Mountain ha   11-34 €95.99 €112 
More severe €95.99 €104 
Less severe €82.27 €88.25 
Beef Data Genomics Programme (BDGP):

It is not possible at this point to apply to participate in the BDGP as the closing date has 
passed.   

Green Low Carbon Emission Scheme (GLAS): 

The participation target for GLAS set out in the Rural Development Programme 2014 - 
2020 has already been achieved.  There are no plans to re-open the scheme.

Knowledge Transfer Programme:

The Knowledge Transfer Programme is now closed for applications.  However, where the 
herd number of an approved participant is transferred to a successor, applications from that suc-
cessor will be considered for entry into the programme.  

Sheep Welfare Scheme:

The Sheep Welfare Scheme is a four year scheme.  With the exception of new entrants to 
sheep farming as defined in the terms and conditions of the scheme, applications for participa-
tion in the scheme had to be submitted by the 3rd   of February 2017.
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The closing date for receipt of applications from new entrants to year 2 of the scheme has 
now also passed.  For the purposes of year 2 of the Sheep Welfare Scheme, a new entrant was 
defined as an applicant who has applied for a new herd number from 1st January 2017 and prior 
to the 31st of December 2017, or an applicant with an existing herd number who has not held or 
traded in sheep for a two year period up to 31st October preceding the scheme year.

New entrants will be able to apply to participate in year 3 of the scheme when the applica-
tion process for new entrants is opened, which is expected to be in December 2018.

In general, in order to be eligible to participate in the scheme, applicants must have:

- Have an active DAFM Herd Number, or have applied for same before the closing date of 
the scheme, and keep breeding ewes.

- Submit a Basic Payment Scheme application for each year of scheme participation, and 
comply with the requirement to be an active farmer as per Article 9 of EU Regulation 1307/2013.

-  Except in the case of new entrants, have submitted Sheep Census returns to the Depart-
ment in respect of 2014 and 2015 by 31st October 2016.

- Have submitted a 2016 Sheep Census return by the required deadline and must submit 
a Sheep Census return within the specified timeframe for each year during the lifetime of the 
scheme (exception for new entrants in year of entry).   

Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Schemes (TAMS):

An on line application can be made for the TAMS Schemes provided that all of the condi-
tions of eligibility of the Schemes are met.  Full details of the various TAMS Schemes are avail-
able on the Department’s website.

27/02/2018WRNN01800GLAS Applications

27/02/2018WRNN01900553. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ments will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9678/18]

27/02/2018WRNN02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received the 2015 payment and the 2016 advance payment.

The Department is aware of an issue with this case that is preventing further payments.  The 
identification of a solution to this issue has been prioritised and it is expected that the payment 
will be made in the coming weeks.  

27/02/2018WRNN02100Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

27/02/2018WRNN02200554. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce a land drainage scheme on a pilot basis for County Leitrim to assist persons 
who have suffered undue hardship due to flooding; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9724/18]

27/02/2018WRNN02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The budget 
for the Targeted Agriculture Modernisation scheme (TAMS) is fully committed under our Rural 
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Development programme.  Support for land drainage is not included as an eligible item in the 
current programme.

It must also be recognised that any such measure would require full compliance with en-
vironmental requirements including the need for a full Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) for the entirety of County Leitrim and Appropriate Assessments for any potentially af-
fected Natura Areas.  Environmental requirements in any potential measure would be signifi-
cant as would the challenge of securing European Commission approval. 

However, I would like to draw your attention to the Office of Public Works Minor Flood 
Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection funding scheme which is in place since 2009, specifi-
cally aimed at addressing the issue of minor flood protection interventions.  A review of the 
scheme was conducted in 2017 and a number of improvements to the scheme were announced.  
Amongst these are the provisions that farm yards/buildings are included as commercial prem-
ises in all categories for the first time.  The upper financial threshold was also increased signifi-
cantly from €500,000 to €750,000 per project.  More details of the scheme are available from 
the offices of the OPW.  

27/02/2018WRNN02400Animal Culls

27/02/2018WRNN02500555. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the details of the badger tuberculosis vaccination programme; the commencement date and 
roll-out, by county; the estimated timeframe for same (details supplied); his plans to continue 
the programme in response to new badger births; if its rollout will see a progressive reduction 
in badger cull numbers annually; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9824/18]

27/02/2018WRNN02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under current 
operating protocols, where herds are identified with a serious outbreak of bovine tuberculosis, 
and where my Department’s epidemiological investigations into the cause of the breakdown 
implicates badgers as a possible source, a capturing program is set up in the local area.  The 
aims of the program are to manage the local population of badgers downward to mitigate bad-
ger to cattle transmission.  An annual culling effort is managed to ensure these lower density 
levels are maintained.  The long-term culling of badgers is not ideal or sustainable.  They are 
protected by national legislation and are listed within the Berne Convention.  Therefore, they 
are captured under a licence granted to my Department by the National Parks and Wildlife Ser-
vice (NPWS) of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  

Field trials testing the effectiveness of badger vaccination as an alternative to removal were 
conducted from 2014 to 2017 in areas where the wildlife program had been running in excess 
of 5 years and where local densities of badgers were considered low enough to be suitable can-
didates for vaccination with BCG.  The findings confirmed that vaccination of badgers can play 
a role in reducing the level of infection in cattle.  

From January 2018 the formal vaccination programme commenced in the areas which 
formed part of the field trials, i.e. in parts of counties Monaghan, Longford, Galway, Tipperary, 
Waterford, Kilkenny, Cork and in all of Louth.  Badgers in a vaccination area will be captured/
vaccinated/released instead of being captured/culled.  The vaccination program will continue 
on an annual basis, so each year’s births in vaccination areas will be vaccinated as they are cap-
tured.  The vaccination area will be expanded incrementally to all parts of the country during 
the 2018-2022 period.  I cannot be more specific in terms of a timescale for implementing the 
vaccination programme on a county by county basis given that capturing of badgers takes place 
only in areas where serious outbreaks of TB are identified and my Department finds following 
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an epidemiological examination that badgers are the likely source of infection.  In addition, to 
achieve optimum results, areas under consideration for vaccination must have a low badger 
density and a cattle population that is testing clear, all of which are taken into account in decid-
ing the way forward with managing TB outbreaks in any given area.

27/02/2018WRNN02700Animal Disease Controls

27/02/2018WRNN02800556. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of compensation paid to farmers to compensate for all animals removed from herds due 
to disease control in each of the years 2008 to 2017. [9852/18]

27/02/2018WRNN02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has a comprehensive compensation regime in place for herdowners who are affected by 
bovine TB, including compensation both for direct and indirect losses. 

The primary compensation scheme for farmers whose herds are affected by TB is the On-
Farm Market Valuation Scheme under which compensation is payable for cattle removed as 
reactors.  The amount is based on the market value of the animal i.e. the price that might rea-
sonably have been obtained for it, from a purchaser on the open market, if the animal had not 
been affected by TB.  Each reactor is valued by an independent valuer and the Department pays 
the difference between this valuation and the salvage value, which the farmer receives directly 
from the slaughter plant. 

Herdowners compensated under the On Farm Market Valuation Scheme may also qualify 
for supplementary payment under the Depopulation, Income Supplement and Hardship Grants 
Schemes subject to compliance with the relevant criteria.

Compensation for brucellosis (BR) was made in line with above schemes until Ireland be-
came officially BR free in 2009.  Some legacy BR payments were paid after 2009. 

As the number of reactors has declined so too has the compensation paid to farmers.  How-
ever there was a significant review of the supplementary schemes in 2016 which has led to an 
increase spend on those schemes. 

Total amounts paid in compensation for the years 2008-2017 are as per attached table: 

- - Compensation Schemes
TB reactors 
declared

TB BR TB BR

2008 29901 €22,848,280.00 €222,856.00 €3,980,883.00 €56,915.00
2009 23805 €18,381,513.00 €190,101.00 €3,804,621.00 €20,373.00
2010 20211 €12,713,239.00 €25,866.00 €3,110,310.00 €3,467.00
2011 18531 €13,770,722.00 €43,666.00 €2,836,740.00 €3,142.00
2012 18476 €14,235,769.00 €5,247.00 €2,398,226.00 €0.00
2013 15612 €10,477,991.00 €14,451.00 €2,191,584.00 €4,000.00
2014 16145 €12,919,369.00 €539.00 €2,306,946.00 €0.00
2015 15317 €11,271,562.00 €750.00 €2,126,664.00 €0.00
2016 16914 €11,261,470.00 €0.00 €2,725,070.00 €0.00
2017 17266 €10,499,663.00 €0.00 €3,544,296.00 €0.00

27/02/2018WRNN03000Animal Welfare

27/02/2018WRNN03100557. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if steps 
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have been taken to resolve the difficulties experienced by vets in treating horses in emergency 
cases in the absence of passports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9894/18]

27/02/2018WRNN03200558. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to address the issue of the abandonment of lower value horses; if other cost-effective 
measures will be implemented to promote animal welfare in respect of abandoned horses; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9895/18]

27/02/2018WRNN03300559. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to address the excessive cost of horses being seized and or rescued by State backed wel-
fare organisations which represents a cost of at least €2,000 for each horse [9896/18]

27/02/2018WRNN03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 557 to 559, inclusive, together.

The Control of Horses Act 1996 provides powers to Local Authorities to deal with stray 
and abandoned horses and my Department provides funding to support them in their work in 
this area.  Local authorities are asked to make every effort to ensure they are achieving the best 
value through the public procurement process.  My Department’s contribution to local authori-
ties has been reducing over the past years from €2.3 million in 2014, €725,000 in 2016 and an 
amount of €533,839 was paid in 2017, due to the fact that demand and supply of equines has 
come into line and there have been much greater export opportunities to the continent of Europe 
in recent years.  

This reduced contribution is reflective of a number of other factors including initiatives be-
ing progressed in the animal welfare area, including active enforcement of the Animal Health 
and Welfare Act 2013 and the EU Equine Identification Regulations.  The increased emphasis 
on re-homing of horses is being assisted greatly through my Department’s funding to animal 
welfare organisations.  My Department also provides funding to local authorities to support 
the development of urban/traveller horse projects in their respective areas.  These projects fo-
cus on education and create awareness on compliance with animal welfare regulations thereby 
reducing numbers of straying horses.  Other measures promoted by my Department to reduce 
numbers of abandoned horses include assistance provided to welfare organisations to introduce 
initiatives that facilitate the micro chipping, passporting and castration of stallions at a reduced 
cost to owners.  

It is the responsibility of all horse owners to look after horses in their care or ownership and 
to dispose of them appropriately.  The option for slaughtering for human consumption is avail-
able to horses that are compliant with equine identification and meets all ante & post mortem 
requirements.  

In relation to treating of unidentified/undocumented horses by veterinary practitioners, a 
guidance note for veterinary practitioners has been on the Department’s website for some con-
siderable period of time.  Veterinary practitioners should contact the Regional Veterinary Office 
if they require any further clarification.  

27/02/2018WROO00200Equine Industry

27/02/2018WROO00300560. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
guarantee (details supplied) will be provided that equines have not yet received prohibited sub-
stances since their registration in order that the food chain be protected. [9897/18]

27/02/2018WROO00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Officials of 
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my Department considered this issue as soon as they became aware of the report. 

The matter relates to a cohort of passports issued in 2010 following the introduction of new 
legislation relating to equine identification and arose from a bone fides attempt on the part of 
Horse Sport Ireland to inform horse owners of the new requirements.  The effect of this ap-
proach was that veterinary practitioners treating such animals, on examining these passports, 
acted in the belief that the animals in question had already been excluded from the food chain.  
Accordingly, they did not deem it necessary to record the medicinal treatments on the passports 
of the equines in question where they were treated with certain ‘restricted’ animal remedies. 

As it is not possible to confirm from the identification documents in question that the cor-
responding equines have not been administered such medicinal treatments that are prohibited 
for use in equines entering the food chain, my Department is of the view that, in order to protect 
the food chain and public health, the equines corresponding to the passports in question must 
be excluded from the food chain irrevocably. 

My Department has therefore written to Horse Sport Ireland, directing that they discontinue 
this practice. 

27/02/2018WROO00500Equine Industry

27/02/2018WROO00600561. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an or-
ganisation’s (details supplied) licence will be suspended until a matter is resolved and assurance 
provided by it that its database is rectified and the data uploaded to AIMS is correct. [9898/18]

27/02/2018WROO00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A small scale 
problem with discrepancies between the data base used by Horse Sport Ireland and the Depart-
ment’s AIM system has arisen.  Horse Sport Ireland and the Department are actively working 
to resolve apparent discrepancies between data held on a very small number of animals in the 
Department’s database and the Horse Sport Ireland’s studbook records.  These relate to horses 
registered several years ago in the wake of the introduction of requirements to microchip ani-
mals and record their medicinal treatments. 

27/02/2018WROO00800Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme Applications

27/02/2018WROO00900562. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for the delay in persons (details supplied) receiving the young farmer top up payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9911/18]

27/02/2018WROO01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The persons 
named submitted an application to my Department under the Young Farmers Scheme, with the 
second named person as the young farmer.  My Department is currently finalising the necessary 
administrative and on-farm checks in relation to this application and it is expected it will be 
completed shortly.

27/02/2018WROO01100Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme Applications

27/02/2018WROO01200563. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for the delay in a person (details supplied) receiving the young farmer top up payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9912/18]
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27/02/2018WROO01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application to my Department under the 2017 National Reserve and also 
under the Young Farmers Scheme.  My Department has written to the person named on a 
number of occasions, most recently on 20th February 2018, requesting additional information 
required to further process these applications.  To date the person named has not replied to this 
correspondence.  Once the requested information has been provided by the person named his 
applications can be finalised.

27/02/2018WROO01400Hardship Grant Scheme Applications

27/02/2018WROO01500564. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9914/18]

27/02/2018WROO01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Hardship 
Grant eligibility period runs from 1st November to the 30th April.  This Scheme is designed to 
alleviate the additional feed costs incurred by herdowners whose holdings are restricted during 
this period.  Payment is linked to the date of receipt of a completed application form with refer-
ence to the scheme criteria.  

One of the scheme criteria clearly states that the herdowner cannot be in receipt of any off-
farm income at the time of application.  In this case the herdowner specified on the application 
that they were in receipt of off farm income and therefore were ineligible for receipt of the 
grant.  

The person named is not named as the herdowner for the herd in question.

27/02/2018WROO01700Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Applications

27/02/2018WROO01800565. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an ANC payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9923/18]

27/02/2018WROO01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
under the 2016 and 2017 Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme were received from the 
person named on 14 May 2016 and 21 April 2017 respectively.  

Under EU Regulation 21 of 2004 all flock owners are obliged to count the Sheep/Goats 
present on their holding at a specific date, record this number in the flock register and return 
this number to this Department via the annual Sheep/Goat Census return.  Under the Terms and 
Conditions of the ANC scheme these returns must have been received by 15 May the following 
year, which is the closing date for scheme applications. 

The person named has not received payment for the 2016 or 2017 ANC scheme years as 
he did not return the census for December 2015 and December 2016 until 21 February 2018.  
An official from my department has recently been in direct contact with the person named to 
fully explain the situation and to advise him of his rights regarding appeal to the independent 
Agriculture Appeals Office.

27/02/2018WROO02000GLAS Applications
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27/02/2018WROO02100566. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a person (details supplied) will receive a GLAS payment for 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9942/18]

27/02/2018WROO02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full payments in respect of the 2015 and 2016 scheme years.

The 2017 advance payment has now passed all validations and is expected to issue in the 
coming week.  GLAS payments are continuing to issue on a weekly basis. 

27/02/2018WROO02300GLAS Applications

27/02/2018WROO02400567. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9990/18]

27/02/2018WROO02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 and 2016 scheme years.

The Department is aware of an issue with this case that is preventing the 2017 advance pay-
ment being made.  It is expected that the payment will be made in the coming weeks.  GLAS 
payments are continuing to issue on a weekly basis. 

27/02/2018WROO02600Basic Payment Scheme

27/02/2018WROO02700568. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason persons who are informed of an overclaim on parcels of land under the BPS and the 
ANC schemes are not also informed of the specific penalties that will apply in each case if the 
overclaims are upheld in order that persons can make an informed decision on receipt of such 
letters as to whether they will appeal or not; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10040/18]

27/02/2018WROO02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As part of the 
processing of the 135,000 applications for the Basic Payment Scheme received by my Depart-
ment each year, a series of rigorous administrative checks is carried out on all applications to 
identify possible errors.  One such error can be an over-claim on an application.

Where such an error is identified, an over-claim notification letter is  issued to the applicant 
by my Department as soon as it is identified.  However, due to the on-going processing of ap-
plications by my Department, an applicant’s definitive position may not have been established 
at the time of issue of the over-claim notification letter.  For example the processing of entitle-
ment trade applications and the processing of dual claims may have a further impact on a given 
application status.  

The over-claim notification letter that issues from my Department explains the over-claim 
and identifies the relevant parcels on which the over-claim has arisen.  The letter gives an 
outline as to the potential impact an over-claim can have on an applicant, such as a reduction 
in the area amount and the imposition of penalties.  The notification letter also advises appli-
cants to consult the Terms and Conditions of the Basic Payment Scheme and other Area-Based 
Schemes, which is issued to all applicants and which provides details of the possible deductions 
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and penalties involved.  The letter also advises applicants on steps to take should they wish to 
seek a review of the reduced area.  

27/02/2018WROO02900Greenhouse Gas Emissions

27/02/2018WROO03000569. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the changes in greenhouse gas emissions from Ireland that are predicted to 
result from the implementation of the infrastructure elements included in the national planning 
framework. [9488/18]

27/02/2018WROO03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is tasked with producing annual pro-
jections of greenhouse gas emissions for Ireland, in collaboration with relevant State and other 
bodies.  The latest EPA projections, published in April 2017, which reflect the implementation 
of policies and measures as of the end of 2015, indicate that Ireland is expected to exceed its 
annual non-ETS sector emissions limits under the EU Effort Sharing Decision from 2017 on-
wards, and that emissions could be between 4% and 6% below 2005 levels by 2020.  

The projected shortfall to our targets in 2020 reflects both the constrained investment capac-
ity over the past decade due to the economic crisis, and the extremely challenging nature of the 
target itself.  It is now accepted that Ireland’s 2020 target was not consistent with what would 
be achievable on an EU wide cost-effective basis.  In the light of this, Ireland’s 2030 target will 
present a very significant challenge.  

As a means of addressing this challenge, I published Ireland’s first statutory National Miti-
gation Plan last July.  It provides a framework to guide investment decisions by Government in 
domestic measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  A key objective of the Plan is to close 
the gap to Ireland’s 2020 EU target and to prepare for the EU targets that Ireland will take on 
for 2030.  The Plan sets out over 70 individual mitigation measures and 106 related actions to 
reduce emissions in the four sectors with the most significant contribution to national emis-
sions (Electricity Generation; the Built Environment; Transport; and Agriculture, Forestry and 
Land Use).  Although the Plan does not provide a complete roadmap to achieve either Ireland’s 
proposed 2030 target or the 2050 transition objective, it has established the framework for the 
development and implementation of medium-to-long-term policy options so as to achieve pro-
gressive emissions reductions in each of its four key sectors. 

The Plan is also a living document that will be updated as on-going analysis, dialogue and 
technological innovation generate more and more cost-effective sectoral mitigation options.  
The most recent list of measures currently in place in the context of National Mitigation Plan is 
set out in the 2017 Annual Transition Statement, which I laid before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas on 8 December last.  This Statement details the key measures in place in the respective sec-
tors, the objective for each measure, estimated mitigation potential and funding information, 
where appropriate.

Building on the approach set out in the National Mitigation Plan, the Government’s re-
cently launched ‘Project Ireland 2040’, comprising the National Planning Framework and the 
National Development Plan 2018-2027, which will support significant progress towards Ire-
land’s National Transition Objective for 2050.  National Strategic Objective 8 of The National 
Development Plan commits funding of €21.8 billion towards climate action investments, in-
cluding some €14 billion to be invested by Ireland’s semi-state companies and by the private 
sector.  This means that almost €1 in every €5 to be spent in the framework of the National De-
velopment Plan over the next decade will be on climate action, with a strong focus on strategic 
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investments in the areas of transport, renewable energy, grid development and interconnection, 
the built environment, and flood risk management, to address the significant climate change 
challenges that Ireland faces.  

This funding commitment provides a clear opportunity for significant upscaling in our in-
vestments to deliver deep emissions reductions in the coming decade and to further develop and 
implement the National Mitigation Plan.  This will be essential both in order to meet Ireland’s 
targets, under the draft EU Effort Sharing Regulation, for a 30% reduction in non-ETS  sector 
by 2030, relative to 2005 levels, as well as to make significant progress towards Ireland’s Na-
tional Transition Objective for 2050 to reduce carbon dioxide emissions in Ireland by at least 
80% (compared to 1990 levels) and, in parallel, to pursue an approach to carbon neutrality in 
the agriculture and land-use sector, including forestry, which does not compromise capacity for 
sustainable food production.

27/02/2018WROO03200Energy Efficiency

27/02/2018WROO03300570. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the cost of the dairy sector pilot project (details supplied) that was conducted in 
2017; the number and scale of recipients to the scheme; and his plans to sustain and expand the 
scheme; and the funding allocated for same in 2018. [9851/18]

27/02/2018WROO03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): Energy efficiency has been described as the ‘first fuel’ and a key contributor to meeting 
our climate goals.  

SEAI developed the Dairy Sector pilot scheme in partnership with Teagasc and rolled it out 
during 2017 as part of a new suite of pilot measures for the SME sector.  Payments amounting 
to €187,500 of grant support were made in 2017 to 47 successful grantees by the SEAI from 
funding provided by my Department.  The scheme targeted the high electricity use associated 
with milking parlours by funding upgrades to high efficiency pumps and variable speed drives 
(VSDs).  These measures can reduce electricity consumption for milking by 60% which can 
result in savings of over 10% on total farm energy costs.  SEAI are reviewing possible new 
technologies with Teagasc with a view to launching the new scheme in April with c.€400,000 
of funding from my Department. 

There is a range of other supports for energy efficiency and emissions reductions available 
through the SEAI which may be of interest to the agricultural sector.  These include energy 
management training for SMEs; free information and best practice guides on energy manage-
ment; and the EXEED (Excellence in Energy Efficiency and Design) scheme.  The SEAI also 
produces the “Triple E” Register of products approved as being energy efficient.  Coupled with 
the Accelerated Capital Allowance (ACA) scheme, this allows businesses to identify and buy 
the most energy efficient equipment and write down the cost of such equipment in the year of 
purchase rather than over 8 years.  More detail of these supports can be found on the SEAI 
website at www.seai.ie.  

27/02/2018WROO03500Emergency Services

27/02/2018WROO03600571. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if 999 calls handled by a company (details supplied) are archived; and if so, the 
timeframe for which the archived recordings are retained. [9269/18]
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27/02/2018WROO03700572. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment if the metadata of 999 calls handled by a company (details supplied) are archived; and 
if so, the timeframe for which the archived recordings are retained. [9270/18]

27/02/2018WROO03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 571 and 572 together.  

The Emergency Call Answering Service (ECAS) is responsible for all 112 and 999 calls to 
the emergency services.  It records all emergency calls to the service and retains the record-
ings and related metadata for seven years.  

27/02/2018WRPP00200Electricity Grid

27/02/2018WRPP00300573. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will request from the ESB the reason for the nine power outages for Bally-
bunion town and surrounding areas since November 2017; if he will further request a resolution 
to the situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9365/18]

27/02/2018WRPP00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Matters relating to electricity network outages are an operational issue for ESB 
Networks and the Board and management of ESB and are not ones in which I, as Minister, have 
any statutory function.  I have, however, asked ESB to contact the Deputy directly in relation 
to the issues raised. 

27/02/2018WRPP00500Illegal Dumping

27/02/2018WRPP00600574. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount allocated to Louth county council for clean up projects to tackle illegal 
dumping in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [9373/18]

27/02/2018WRPP00700577. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of convictions for illegal dumping that have taken place by county 
council area in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [9376/18]

27/02/2018WRPP00800578. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount that has been allocated to each county council area to tackle illegal 
dumping in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [9377/18]

27/02/2018WRPP00900579. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of bogus waste collectors that have been prosecuted by county council 
area in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [9378/18]

27/02/2018WRPP01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 574 and 577 to 579, inclusive, together.

Enforcement actions against illegal waste activity are a matter for the Local Authorities and 
the Office of Environmental Enforcement, OEE, within the Environmental Protection Agency, 
EPA, and the Department does not compile statistics in relation to prosecutions taken or fines 
imposed.  Information is available through the Local Government Management Agency’s per-
formance indicators annual reports, available from the publications section of the LGMA’s 
website http://www.lgma.ie/en/publication-category/service-indicator-reports-2004-2010, and 
the enforcement section of the EPA’s website http://www.epa.ie/enforcement/prosecute/.  The 
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cost of illegal dumping is not collated by my Department as it includes local authority enforce-
ment, disposal and legal costs and also involves costs for other State agencies such as An Garda 
Síochána.

Illegal dumping is first and foremost a matter of individual responsibility and compliance 
with the law.   While enforcement action in this area is a matter in the first instance for local 
authorities, my Department encourages a multi-facetted approach to tackling the problem, in-
corporating enforcement, public awareness and education and, as such, provides funding to 
support the activities of the waste enforcement regional lead authorities, WERLAs, of approxi-
mately €1 million per annum and of the network of local authority waste enforcement officers 
of approximately €7.4 million per annum.  Louth County Council receives an annual grant of 
€130,000 in this regard. 

In recognition of the particular difficulties border counties have experienced in dealing with 
diesel laundering waste dumping, my Department has also fully reimbursed the clean-up costs 
associated with this nefarious practice with payments of €235,474, €922,518 and €174,906 be-
ing made to Louth County Council for the years 2015, 2016 and 2017 respectively. 

In addition, my Department has developed an anti-dumping initiative to work in partnership 
with local authorities and community organisations in identifying high risk or problem areas, 
developing appropriate enforcement responses and carrying out clean-up operations.  The 2017 
anti-dumping initiative saw funding of €1.26 million provided, which supported 229 projects 
across the country.  The allocations provided to each local authority, including Louth County 
Council, are detailed in the table below.  This year, I am increasing the allocation to €2 million 
to build on the momentum that has now been created and to provide for an increased focus on 
identifying and prosecuting illegal dumpers. 

County Total Funding - 2017
Carlow €40,332.62
Cavan €68,975.48
Clare €39,455.00
Cork City €29,500.00
Cork County €40,229.15
Dublin City €20,000.00
Donegal €68,727.65
DunLaoghaire Rathdown €19,030.66
Fingal €16,728.00
Galway City €44,579.00
Galway County €67,662.79
Kerry €41,197.92
Kildare €35,720.03
Kilkenny €25,741.49
Laois €40,691.00
Leitrim €81,438.34 
Limerick €39,892.79
Longford €18,892.00
Louth €44,618.53
Mayo €29,946.18
Meath €34,218.70
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County Total Funding - 2017
Monaghan €40,124.00
Offaly €40,000.00
Roscommon €54,659.44
Sligo €34,034.71
South Dublin €28,558.73
Tipperary €53,449.34
Waterford €29,738.65
Westmeath €66,360.00
Wexford €38,191.57
Wicklow €24,011.60
TOTAL €1,256,705.37

27/02/2018WRPP01100Environmental Protection Agency Staff

27/02/2018WRPP01200575. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of enforcement officers that are employed by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency in each county council area in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 
2018. [9374/18]

27/02/2018WRPP01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): In line with Section 29 of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992, as amended, it 
is a matter for the Environmental Protection Agency to determine the appropriate deployment 
of their approved human resources allocation.  As I have no function in the matter, I have re-
ferred the question to the agency and asked for a response to be provided directly to the Deputy.  

27/02/2018WRPP01400Illegal Dumping

27/02/2018WRPP01500576. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of arrests for illegal dumping that have taken place by county council 
area in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [9375/18]

27/02/2018WRPP01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): My Department does not compile statistics in relation to prosecutions taken or number of 
arrests. Enforcement actions against illegal waste activity are a matter for the Local Authori-
ties and the Office of Environmental Enforcement (OEE) within the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). Information is available through the Local Government Management Agency’s 
series of service indicators annual reports available from the publications section of the LGMA’s 
website http://www.lgma.ie/en/publication-category/service-indicator-reports-2004-2010 and 
the enforcement section of the EPA’s website http://www.epa.ie/enforcement/prosecute/ .   Ille-
gal dumping is first and foremost a matter of individual responsibility and compliance with the 
law.  While enforcement action in this area is a matter in the first instance for local authorities, 
the Department encourages a multi-facetted approach to tackling the problem, incorporating 
enforcement, public awareness and education and, as such, the Department provides funding 
to support the activities of the Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authorities (WERLAs) of 
approximately €1 million per annum and of the network of local authority waste enforcement 
officers of approximately €7.4 million per annum. 

In addition, the Department has developed an Anti-Dumping Initiative to work in partner-
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ship with local authorities and community organisations in identifying high risk or problem ar-
eas, developing appropriate enforcement responses and carrying out clean-up operations.  The 
2017 Anti-Dumping Initiative saw funding of €1.26 million provided by the Department which 
supported 229 projects across the country.  This year, I am increasing the allocation to €2 mil-
lion to build on the momentum that has now been created and to provide for an increased focus 
on identifying and prosecuting illegal dumpers. 

Questions Nos. 577 to 579, inclusive, answered with Question No. 574.

27/02/2018WRPP02000Departmental Expenditure

27/02/2018WRPP02100580. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his Department’s capital allocation in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the 
areas to which funds will be allocated in each of those years. [9514/18]

27/02/2018WRPP02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department will oversee significant capital investment amounting to €1.479 
billion over the five year period to 2022.  The 2018 capital allocations by Programme area for 
my Department are set out in the table below, further detail of which is provided in the 2018 
Revised Estimates Volume.   Capital Allocation 2018

Programme Area € million
Communications 26.8
Broadcasting 2.0
Energy 130.7
Natural Resources 13.7
Inland Fisheries 3.2
Environment and Waste Management 32.6
Total 209.0

Annual capital ceilings in the subsequent years to 2022 have been published in the national 
development plan and are as follows: 2019 - €256 million; 2020 - €297 million; 2021 - €317 
million and 2022 - €400 million.  Detailed programme allocations for these years will be agreed 
as part of the annual Estimates process and published in the Revised Estimates Volume subse-
quent to each budget day.

During the five year period, my Department and its agencies will play a lead role in the 
delivery of a number of the strategic investment priorities identified in the national develop-
ment plan.  A significant expansion of investment in energy efficiency upgrades, including deep 
retrofitting of housing, commercial and public building stock, will accelerate the contribution 
of the built environment to the collective effort to reduce CO2 emissions. 

Other key energy measures include the roll-out of the support scheme for renewable heat 
and the electric vehicle grant scheme which are aimed at promoting the electrification of heat 
and transport, along with increased investment in energy research. 

Delivery of the new high speed broadband network under the national broadband plan will 
ensure that the opportunities presented by the digital transformation are available to every com-
munity in Ireland.  Investments will be also be focussed on supporting the transition to a circu-
lar and resource efficient economy and protecting our environment, while ensuring the sustain-
able management of our natural resources. 



27 February 2018

257

27/02/2018WRPP02300Broadband Service Provision

27/02/2018WRPP02400581. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the date for the rollout of high speed broadband for a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9676/18]

27/02/2018WRPP02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The Government’s national broadband plan, NBP, aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access, minimum 30 megabits per second, to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  The 
NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector.  Today, almost seven 
out of ten of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland have access to high speed broadband.  Since 
this Government came into office almost 400,000 additional premises have access to high speed 
broadband.  This will increase to nearly eight out of ten premises by the end of this year and by 
2020, nine out of ten premises will have access to a high speed broadband connection.  This is 
being achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.  The 
premises referred to by the Deputy is in an amber area on my Department’s high speed broad-
band map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie.  It is therefore included in the State 
intervention area under the national broadband plan, NBP.

In April 2017 the map was updated, moving 84,500 premises from the blue to the amber 
area. This was done because commercial operator plans in those areas had not materialised.  
The premises referred to by the Deputy was among the number moved from blue to amber. 

My Department is in a formal procurement process to select a company who will roll-out a 
new high speed broadband network in the State intervention area.  That procurement process is 
now in its final stages.

In the interim, practical initiatives will continue to be addressed through the work of the 
mobile phone and broadband taskforce to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect 
of existing and future mobile phone and broadband services. 

Under this taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local authori-
ties through the broadband officers is continuing to strengthen.  These broadband officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.   The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements with operators and clearing obstacles to developing infrastructure.   There 
is a link to a list of these local broadband officers on my Department’s website.

27/02/2018WRPP02600Project Ireland 2040

27/02/2018WRPP02700582. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the proposed spend under Project Ireland 2040 for climate action measures from his 
Department; the specific projects envisioned under climate action in the plan; and the break-
down of funding for these between State and private investment. [9735/18]

27/02/2018WRPP02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Building on the approach set out in the national mitigation plan which I published 
in July 2017, Project Ireland 2040 reaffirms the Government’s commitment to transition Ire-
land to a low carbon, climate resilient economy and society.   Exchequer funding of €7.6 bil-
lion, together with investment of €13.7 billion by commercial State bodies will ensure a step 
change in strategic climate change investments in the areas of transport, agriculture, energy and 
the built environment over the next decade.  A new Climate Action Fund, with an allocation of 
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€500 million, will leverage additional investment by public or private entities in climate action 
measures.  Addressing the climate challenge requires a whole-of-society and whole-of-Gov-
ernment approach.  The radical step change represented by the national development plan will 
need to be matched with efforts in all sectors, and public expenditure commitments will need to 
be complemented with taxation measures, regulation, and behavioural change.

During the period of the Plan, key capital investments to be overseen by my Department 
will comprise some:

- €3.8 billion on upgrading the energy efficiency rating to achieve a minimum of BER Rat-
ing B in the existing residential, commercial and public building stock.   Coupled with this, new 
buildings will be regulated to the highest standards and the roll-out of digital connectivity will 
facilitate “smart buildings”;

- €1 billion on rolling out energy-efficient heating technologies under the support scheme 
for renewable heat aimed at large heat users, along with support for heat pumps and roof solar 
in at least 170,000 homes;

- €0.2 billion to incentivise the uptake of 500,000 electric vehicles by 2030, and provide 
additional charging infrastructure.   Related support measures include a ban on new non-zero 
emission cars being sold in Ireland after 2030 and no NCT certificate for non-zero emission 
cars after 2045.

- €0.1 billion on energy research funding to accelerate diversification away from fossil fuels 
to green energy.

In addition,  the new renewable electricity support scheme will support the installation by 
public and private entities of up to 4,500 MW of additional renewable electricity.  

Commercial State owned enterprises under my Department’s aegis will also play a crucial 
role in climate action initiatives.  Major investment projects in excess of €13 billion by inter 
alia, ESB, EirGrid and Bord na Mona, include the decarbonisation of electricity generation 
involving the conversion of Moneypoint power station and the peat burning plants to more 
sustainable low-carbon technologies and the roll out of national smart energy metering pro-
gramme.  Enhanced electricity interconnection and ongoing grid reinforcement will increase 
energy security and facilitate more variable electricity generation. 

27/02/2018WRPP02900Departmental Budgets

27/02/2018WRPP03000583. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the budget for climate action since 2016 in his Department; and the specific capital 
investment programmes that have been funded by his Department or other departments under 
climate action in each of these years. [9736/18]

27/02/2018WRPP03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department’s budgetary allocations relating to climate action measures in the 
period from 2016 to 2018 are set out in the table below.  

Programme 2016
€

2017
€

2018
€

Sustainable Energy Pro-
gramme

69.2m 98.3m 134.1m

Energy Research Pro-
gramme

10.6m 7.6m 9.3m
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Programme 2016
€

2017
€

2018
€

Climate Initiatives 1.25m 2.1m 3.9m
Environmental Protection 
Agency

24.9 m  31.5m 37.4m 

The sustainable energy programmes delivered by sustainable energy authority of Ireland 
support energy efficiency upgrades of residential, commercial and public building stock to ac-
celerate the contribution of the built environment to the collective effort to reduce CO2 emis-
sions.  Funding is also provided for the roll-out of the new support scheme for renewable heat 
and the electric vehicle grant scheme, further supporting the transition to a low carbon economy. 

Funding of energy research aims to support diversification away from fossil fuels to green 
energy, in turn facilitating the progressive decarbonisation of electricity generation.  In the area 
of climate initiatives, technical research and modelling informs mitigation and adaptation poli-
cy formulation, while the new regional climate offices will support implementation of sectoral 
adaptation measures.  Funding for the national dialogue on climate action aims to build citizen 
engagement to bring about the requisite societal transformation to address the challenges pre-
sented by climate change.  

My Department also provides ongoing funding to the Environmental Protection Agency 
to allow it meet its legislative mandate and deliver its research commitments, in areas such as 
ambient air quality as well as the broader climate change agenda.  

Within the framework of the Government’s national mitigation plan, decisions relating to 
particular measures or investment programmes remain a matter, in the first instance, for the 
relevant sectoral Minister, while funding decisions will continue to be a matter for Government 
consideration in the context of expenditure planning in the Estimates and Budgetary processes. 

The 2017 annual transition statement, which I laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on 
8 December last, provides an overview of cross-Government climate change mitigation and 
adaptation measures relating to the key sectoral areas of electricity generation, built environ-
ment, transport as well as the agriculture, forestry and land use.  It outlines the objective for 
each measure, estimated mitigation potential and funding information, where available.  The 
transition statement can be accessed at the following link:  http://opac.oireachtas.ie/AWData/
Library3/DCCAEdoclaid081217_154934.pdf 

27/02/2018WRPP03200EU Regulations

27/02/2018WRPP03300584. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Communications, Cli-
mate Action and Environment the options being considered to introduce an exemption for the 
entertainment industry from the proposed ban on tungsten bulbs from 2020; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9943/18]

27/02/2018WRPP03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): This matter relates to Ecodesign which is the responsibility of the Minister for 
Business, Enterprise and Innovation.  I understand, however that the European Commission is 
working on a single lighting regulation under the Ecodesign Directive framework, intended to 
substitute the existing Ecodesign Lighting Regulations 244/2009,245/2009 and 1194/2012.  An 
initial draft working document of the new proposal was circulated to stakeholders in November 
2017.  The regulatory process to develop and improve this proposal is ongoing and involves 
significant stakeholder consultation.  Exemptions for several specialist lighting applications, 
including stage/theatre lighting, and how best to define these exemptions without creating loop-
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holes to the regulation are being considered as part of this process.  It is expected that the regu-
lation will be adopted by the EU Commission towards the end of 2018.   Any further queries 
on the proposal should be directed to the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation. 

27/02/2018WRPP03500National Broadband Plan Data

27/02/2018WRPP03600585. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of premises contained within the commitment contract for the 
300,000 premises, which had completed the detailed design milestone as of 31 December 2017, 
by FTTH and VDSL technology and other technology; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10038/18]

27/02/2018WRPP03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In April 2017, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans to 
provide high speed broadband to 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis. eir has 
committed to completing the rollout by the end of this year. Information on eir’s planned rural 
deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/ . A copy of the Commitment 
Agreement is available on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie.   Quarterly updates on 
eir’s rural deployment are published on this website. eir has passed a total of 121,000 premises 
as of 31 December 2017.

Officials from my Department meet with eir on a monthly basis to review the company’s 
performance on the on going rollout by a number of sub-milestones.  One of these sub-mile-
stones is the number of premises for which a detailed design has been completed.  As of 31 
December 2017 eir had completed detailed designs for over 197,000 premises.

Of these premises at detailed design stage, in line with the terms of the commitment agree-
ment, there is a ratio of at least 90% FTTH and 10% VDSL.  The actual percentage served by 
FTTH, however, may exceed the 90%. eir has indicated to my Department that of the 121,000 
premises passed to 31 December 2017, 96% are served using FTTH and 4% using VDSL.  

27/02/2018WRQQ00200Recycling Policy

27/02/2018WRQQ00300586. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the details of the availability of recycling facilities for residents of apartment 
blocks; the recycling rates among these residents; and the action he plans to take to improve the 
levels of recycling in such dwellings. [10061/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Collectors of household waste, which includes waste collected from apartment 
blocks, are required by the conditions of their permit to provide for the separate collection of 
recyclable waste.  Waste statistics, including figures on household waste recycling, are avail-
able from the Environmental Protection Agency’s website

https://www.epa.ie/nationalwastestatistics/    

A Template for a Bye-law on Waste Presentation is being prepared by the three regional 
waste management offices with a view to standardising such by-laws across the State.  It is 
understood that the template will contain specific provisions for multi-user buildings and apart-
ment blocks, including with regard to the storage and collection of recyclate.  Once the template 
is finalised, it will be open to local authorities to adopt such by-laws.
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27/02/2018WRQQ00500National Postcode System Expenditure

27/02/2018WRQQ00600587. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if his Department has completed a cost benefit analysis and review of Eir-
code; the uptake of Eircode; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10168/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): I refer to the reply to Question No. 243 of 7 February 2018.  The position is unchanged.

27/02/2018WRQQ00800Road Improvement Schemes

27/02/2018WRQQ00900588. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the history 
of the bridge crossing at Ballina and Killaloe project; the year this project first commenced; 
when the first moneys were allocated to commence the project; when various moneys were al-
located in each of the years since the commencement of the project and to date in 2018; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9403/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are 
funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

Clare County Council is the road authority responsible for the Shannon Bridge Crossing at 
Killaloe which is one element of the overall Shannon Crossing/Killaloe Bypass/R494 upgrade 
scheme.  The Council is, therefore, best placed to advise the Deputy in relation to the overall 
history of the project.  However, I can advise the deputy that the Government first committed 
to assist the funding of the project in its capital investment plan for 2016-2021, “Building on 
Recovery”, subject to planning permission.

As regards State grant expenditure on the scheme, this information is included in the Re-
gional and Local Roads Payment and Allocations Booklets which are available in the Oireach-
tas library.

27/02/2018WRQQ01100Motor Tax

27/02/2018WRQQ01200589. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to an anomaly that exists whereby a motor vehicle that has not been in 
use for a number of months cannot be declared officially off the road until motor tax arrears are 
paid in view of the fact that arrears cannot be paid unless the vehicle has a valid motor insur-
ance certificate thus forcing the owner take out an insurance policy on a vehicle which is not 
intended for use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10060/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Non-Use of Mo-
tor Vehicles Act 2013 came into effect on 1 July 2013.  The Act provides for a declaration of 
non-use of a vehicle to be made at any time in the month before tax falls due.   Where a declara-
tion is not made within the required timeframe, motor tax must be taken out for the minimum 
period provided for in legislation, along with any arrears incurred by the vehicle owner.   A new 
declaration can then be made at any stage during the final month of the new motor tax disc if 
the vehicle is thereafter not going to be in use in a public place.   These arrangements were well 
publicised at the time of introduction of the legislation.
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In relation to insurance,  Article 2(5) of the Road Vehicles (Registration and Licensing)
(Amendment) Regulations 1992 provides that, on each application for motor tax, the owner 
of a vehicle shall produce to the licensing authority (motor tax office), if so requested by that 
authority, relevant evidence of insurance in respect of the vehicle.    Relevant evidence of insur-
ance generally means a certificate of insurance showing that when the motor tax disc comes into 
operation, there will be in force an approved policy of insurance covering the use of the vehicle.

Notwithstanding the fact that there is already a provision for discretion to be exercised by 
licensing authorities, I will consider the matter further insofar as it applies to those applying for 
motor tax in the circumstances described by the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRQQ01400Drug and Alcohol Testing

27/02/2018WRQQ01500590. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his Department has examined alternative roadside drug tests such as a device (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10071/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ01600591. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if there will be a review of the effectiveness and efficiency of a device (details supplied) from 
April 2018 when it will have been one year in operation; if future reviews are planned; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10072/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 590 and 591 together.

The statutory responsibility for testing and approval of devices to be used in preliminary 
drugs tests under the Road Traffic Acts rests with the Medical Bureau of Road Safety.  I have 
therefore referred these Questions to the Bureau for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to 
contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

27/02/2018WRQQ01900Penalty Points System

27/02/2018WRQQ02000592. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it is pos-
sible to appeal penalty points after the fact; the timeframe for appealing such penalty points; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10077/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): A motorist who is 
alleged to have committed a driving offence is issued with a fixed charge notice (FCN), which 
sets out clearly that the fixed charge may be paid in order to avoid prosecution, and also refers 
to the number of penalty points which will be endorsed on the motorist’s licence.

A motorist who pays the fixed charge is accepting the offence, and there is no appeal pos-
sible after that payment has been made.

A motorist can apply to have a fixed charge cancelled before paying it by completing an 
FCN Cancellation Request form and sending it to an Garda Siochana’s Fixed Charge Process-
ing Office.  If a decision is made to cancel the FCN, the motorist will be informed in writing 
immediately.

A motorist may also opt not to pay the FCN, and to argue his case in Court on receipt of a 
summons for non-payment of an FCN, and it will then be a matter for the Court to accept the 
motorist’s case or to convict him for the driving offence.
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27/02/2018WRQQ02200Proposed Legislation

27/02/2018WRQQ02300593. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to introduce legislation for cyclists with regard to a minimum passing distance that motorists 
would have to adhere to; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9273/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): While there are some 
perceived difficulties with both the enforcement and prosecution of such an offence by An Gar-
da Síochána, I have asked my officials to examine possible legislative provisions to introduce a 
minimum safe passing distance for cyclists taking account of the research being conducted by 
the Road Safety Authority, at my behest, into best international practice and experience in this 
area.

My officials have received the Authority’s report and are in the process of examining its 
findings. I will be taking action in this area shortly.

27/02/2018WRQQ02500Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRQQ02600594. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of freedom of information requests his Department has received in the past eight years; 
the number of which were accepted without further escalation and not accepted respectively; 
the number requested which were not accepted that were escalated to the Information Commis-
sioner; the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of the person re-
questing the freedom of information; the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled 
against his Department; the number his Department appealed to the High Court; the number 
the High Court ruled against his Department in favour of the applicant; the number which were 
then brought to the Court of Appeal by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9299/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The information 
sought by the Deputy is being collated and will be forwarded within 10 working days. If the 
information is not received within this timeframe please contact my private office.

27/02/2018WRQQ02800Road Improvement Schemes

27/02/2018WRQQ02900595. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
action being taken to address the dangerous junction at a location (details supplied); if his at-
tention has been drawn to the safety issues at this junction; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9334/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects  
is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation 
of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of 
the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
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27/02/2018WRQQ03100Air Navigation Orders

27/02/2018WRQQ03200596. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number of 
US troops who passed through Shannon Airport in 2017, by month. [9337/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ03300597. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the munition 
of war permits requested between 1 September and 31 December 2017 under Article 5 of the 
Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Order 1973; 
the date of each request; the aircraft operator in each instance; the locations they were flying to 
and from; the goods being carried that required the permit; if the permit was granted; if permit 
requests were refused in that period, the name of the aircraft operator; and the basis for refusal 
of the permit request. [9338/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ03400598. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the munition 
of war permits requested between 1 January and 31 December 2016 under Article 5 of the Air 
Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Order 1973; the 
date of each request; the aircraft operator in each case; the locations they were flying to and 
from; the goods being carried that required the permit; if the permit was granted; if permit re-
quests were refused in that period, the name of the aircraft operator; and the basis for refusal of 
the permit request. [9341/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ03500599. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the muni-
tion of war permits requested between 1 September and 31 December 2015, under Article 5 
of the Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Order 
1973; the date, the aircraft operator, the locations they were flying to and from; the goods be-
ing carried that required the permit; if the permit was granted; if permit requests were refused 
in that period, the name of the aircraft operator; and the basis for refusal of the permit request 
. [9342/18]

27/02/2018WRQQ03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 596 to 599, inclusive, together.

The functions of the Minister under the Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, 
Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Order, S.I. 224 1973, as amended, relate to munitions or 
weapons of war. 

I have no function in relation to the transport of troops by air and on this basis my Depart-
ment does not have records of the number of troops transiting through Shannon Airport.

Shannon Airport Authority has informed my Department that the number of US troops that 
passed through Shannon Airport from 1 January 2017 to 31 December 2017 was 60,968. The 
monthly breakdown for 2017 is as follows: January 5,087, February 3,358, March 4,214, April 
5,982, May 4,304, June 3,604, July 3,816, August 3,732, September 3,252, October 13,807, 
November 5,394, December 4,418.

Details of applications processed under the Order for the periods requested in 2015, 2016 
and 2017 are in the following links.

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/063BC3C48BD3AF06802582470
04614FD/$File/Weap1.docx?openelement”>2017</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/B9DB3902C9F6D7D4802582470
0468048/$File/weap2.docx?openelement”>2015</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/FF4202DAC17A17E1802582470
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046D9FE/$File/Wesp3.docx?openelement”>2016</a>]

27/02/2018WRRR00300Light Rail Projects Provision

27/02/2018WRRR00400600. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of a project (details supplied); the budget that has been allocated for the project; the dates for 
the planned completion of each stage of the project; the date for the planned completion of the 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9347/18]

27/02/2018WRRR00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects  is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and 
prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with 
Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/02/2018WRRR00600Road Projects Data

27/02/2018WRRR00700601. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the budget 
for a project (details supplied); the status of the project; the dates for the completion of each 
stage of the project; the date for the completion of the full project; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9348/18]

27/02/2018WRRR00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are 
funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

The Shannon Bridge Crossing at Killaloe is one element of the overall Shannon Crossing/
Killaloe Bypass/R494 upgrade scheme.   Following the Capital Plan Review, it is the intention 
that the Shannon crossing will progress together with the Killaloe bypass and R494 Upgrade as 
a single scheme. Clare County Council is responsible for implementation of the scheme, includ-
ing the construction programme. 

 I understand that Clare County Council is in the process of appointing engineering con-
sultants to carry out detailed design and progress the appointment of a contractor.  While the 
programme is dependent on Clare County Council, it is likely a contractor could be appointed 
and construction commence in 2019.   While the sequencing of the works is a matter for Clare 
County Council, the Shannon crossing element is likely to take approximately 18 months to 
construct with the full project taking approximately 36 months from the start of construction 
thereby giving a projected completion date in 2022.  While the scheme will be subject to com-
petitive tendering the overall budget is in the region of €49 million.

27/02/2018WRRR00900Traffic Management

27/02/2018WRRR01000602. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
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on the delays and congestion in the north west of Dublin city and the significant increase in bus 
times for persons in these areas; if the cause of the congestion has been examined; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9364/18]

27/02/2018WRRR01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the National Transport Authority’s, NTA, transport strategy for the greater Dublin area 
provides the overarching framework for the planning and delivery of transport infrastructure 
and services for Dublin over the next two decades. Addressing urban congestion on both the 
strategic road network and locally in certain locations is an important theme in the strategy.  The 
measures proposed are linked to an analysis of current and projected levels of travel demand 
across the region.

A number of key public transport projects will be delivered across the Dublin region over the 
period of the new national development plan 2018-2027 which will address growing congestion 
in the city and capacity constraints on the existing public transport network.  These projects in-
clude BusConnects, Metro Link and priority elements of the DART expansion programme.  In 
addition to these, there will be continued investment in sustainable transport projects including 
traffic management and other smarter travel projects along with new urban and cycling routes 
in Dublin to allow transport infrastructure to function more effectively and relieve congestion.

BusConnects is the main investment priority for public transport to address growing con-
gestion in Dublin in the short to medium term.   A radical improvement in the bus system can 
deliver a step change in performance across all areas of the Dublin region within a relatively 
short time. BusConnects will provide a greatly enhanced bus service across Dublin, with high 
quality infrastructure, including continuous bus lanes as far as is practicable along the busiest 
bus corridors along with a network of park and ride facilities at key locations, enhanced services 
and major improvements in ticketing and information.   The advantage of a bus-based solution 
is that the implementation can start quickly and the benefits of BusConnects can start coming 
on stream progressively from 2019.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility in this area, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to 
the NTA for further reply on the information sought and issues raised.  The Deputy should con-
tact my office should a reply not be received within 10 days.

27/02/2018WRRR01200Airport Development Projects

27/02/2018WRRR01300603. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
€320 million has been put aside in the national planning framework for the runway at Dub-
lin Airport which the daa was due to finance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9366/18]

27/02/2018WRRR01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This national de-
velopment plan sets out the significant level of investment, almost €116 billion, which will 
underpin the national planning framework and drive its implementation over the next ten years. 
€91 billion in Exchequer funding for public capital investment has been allocated and will be 
supplemented with substantial investment by commercial State owned enterprises. 

Commercial State-owned enterprises are a significant tool in delivering public infrastructure 
objectives without the need for Exchequer funds, including in particular energy, public trans-
port, ports and airports.

As the deputy is aware, daa announced its plans to proceed with the construction of the 
North Runway in 2016.  The runway is estimated to cost in the region of €320 million in 2016 
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prices.     

The daa finances all major capital projects from debt and retained earnings and the company 
is in a strong position to secure financing for the north runway.  Separately, the commission for 
aviation regulation has established a funding mechanism for recoupment towards the cost of 
construction of the runway.

27/02/2018WRRR01500Road Projects Status

27/02/2018WRRR01600604. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of a project (details supplied); the expected completion date of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9386/18]

27/02/2018WRRR01700609. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of the N4 Carrick-on-Shannon to Dromod upgrade; the expected completion date of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9406/18]

27/02/2018WRRR01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 604 and 609 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects  is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.   Within its capital budget, the 
assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in ac-
cordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/02/2018WRRR01900Rail Network

27/02/2018WRRR02000605. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the terms 
of reference for the proposed review of the western rail corridor phase 2 and 3; the person or 
body that will be carrying out the review; the timeframe for same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9394/18]

27/02/2018WRRR02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The programme for 
a partnership Government includes a commitment to provide for an independent costing and 
review of the western rail corridor, WRC, phase II between Athenry and Claremorris for pas-
senger and freight use.  The national development plan, which was published last week with the 
national planning framework, restates this commitment. 

As the Deputy is aware, the programme for a partnership Government also commits that no 
measures will be taken to prevent the future reactivation of the western rail corridor for rail use.  
Arrangements for the proposed independent review of WRC are currently being considered by 
my Department.

27/02/2018WRRR02200Road Projects
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27/02/2018WRRR02300606. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the defini-
tion of the phrase targeted improvements as used in respect of the N26 and the N59 on page 40 
of the national development plan; the proposed timeframe for such improvements; the likely 
investment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9395/18]

27/02/2018WRRR02400607. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the recent fatality on the N5 at Swinford, County Mayo; the views of 
TII on the safety of this section of road in view of numerous accidents in recent years; the plans 
TII has to address the deficiencies on this section of the road; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9396/18]

27/02/2018WRRR02500608. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the plans 
TII has to upgrade the surface of the N5 from Rathcroghan to Tulsk, County Roscommon in 
view of its unstable state; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9397/18]

27/02/2018WRRR02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 606 to 608, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects  is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the 
assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in ac-
cordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to TII for direct re-
ply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Question No. 609 answered with Question No. 604.

27/02/2018WRRR03000Departmental Expenditure

27/02/2018WRRR03100610. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if each 
capital application to his Department for projects in County Wexford will be provided; the type 
and extent of each application; the status of each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9414/18]

27/02/2018WRRR03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In relation to national 
roads, the allocation of capital funding to local authorities is a matter for Transport Infrastruc-
ture Ireland (TII).  I am, therefore, forwarding the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.   
Please advise my office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

In terms of regional and local roads, funding is allocated to local authorities for maintenance 
and renewal of the network on a programme basis.   Funding under the main grant programmes 
is allocated on the basis of the road length in a local authority area.  Each year local authorities 
are able to apply for grant funding for safety improvement works and for bridge rehabilitation 
works.  This year Wexford County Council has been allocated funding totalling €249,000 for 
16 safety improvement projects and funding of €257,000 for nine bridge rehabilitation projects.  

The Department has initiated an application process for community involvement schemes 
in 2018 and Wexford County Council will also be able to apply for funding under that grant 
programme.
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€100,000 is profiled in the 2018 coast guard budget for works on Fethard-On-Sea coast 
guard station in 2018.

Details of sports capital programme applications and allocations are published on my De-
partment’s website http://www.dttas.ie/sport/english/sports-capital-programme .   

27/02/2018WRRR03300Road Projects Status

27/02/2018WRRR03400611. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of an application (details supplied) by Limerick City and County Council to TII; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9452/18]

27/02/2018WRRR03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects  is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and 
prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with 
Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/02/2018WRSS00200Ministerial Meetings

27/02/2018WRSS00300612. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to meet with a group (details supplied); when the meeting will take place; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9457/18]

27/02/2018WRSS00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I met with members 
of this group in February 2017.

Any further meeting requests will be considered in line with the normal procedure for any 
such requests.

27/02/2018WRSS00500Cycling Facilities Provision

27/02/2018WRSS00600613. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if an ap-
plication has been made by Cork city council for funding to expand the public bike system into 
suburbs and other areas around the city; and the estimated cost of such an expansion. [9476/18]

27/02/2018WRSS00700614. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if applica-
tions have been made by Cork county council for the provision of a public bike scheme in major 
towns; and the estimated cost of such a scheme for towns in County Cork. [9477/18]

27/02/2018WRSS00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 613 and 614 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to cycle and public transport infrastructure.  However, I am not involved in 
the day-to-day operations of public transport, including the management of public bike schemes.  
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Decisions regarding contracts, operation and expansion of existing and proposed bike 
schemes fall under the remit of the National Transport Authority, NTA. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred your question to the NTA for 
a more detailed reply with regard to your particular query, regarding funding for the Cork bike 
scheme.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/02/2018WRSS01000National Planning Framework

27/02/2018WRSS01100615. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
the Fota road was not included in Project Ireland 2040; and his plans to include it in funding in 
2018. [9478/18]

27/02/2018WRSS01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads in its area is a statutory function of local authorities 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.   Works on such roads 
are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supplemented 
by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of projects to be funded from these 
monies is a matter for each local authority. 

In the aftermath of the financial crisis there were major cutbacks in funding for the national, 
regional and local road network.  This resulted in the severe curtailment in funding for road im-
provement grant programmes, including the strategic grant scheme, in order to focus available 
funding on maintenance and renewal work.  

The Building on Recovery capital plan 2016-2021 and the capital plan review allocations 
mark a significant step forward in terms of restoring funding to the levels needed to maintain 
the road network in a “steady state” condition and allowing for some investment in road im-
provement schemes but it is going to take time for funding to build up to the required level.  
For now funding will largely continue to support the maintenance of the regional and local road 
network.  While a limited number of improvement projects are scheduled to go ahead over the 
next few years, funding is not available to commit to additional schemes at this point.  All avail-
able grant funding for 2018 has been allocated. 

The National Development Plan does note that local authorities have plans the progress 
a range of projects on regional and local roads and includes examples of such projects.  My 
Department will be liaising with local authorities in relation to possible future projects for de-
velopment in the post 2021 period and the appraisal requirements in relation to such projects. 

27/02/2018WRSS01300Light Rail Projects

27/02/2018WRSS01400616. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son the green line capacity enhancement project was not concluded at the same time as the Luas 
cross city, if this was planned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9510/18]

27/02/2018WRSS01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the National Transport Authority, NTA, has statutory responsibility for the planning and 
development of public transport infrastructure in the greater Dublin area, GDA, including the 
light rail network.

I have been advised by the NTA that passenger numbers on the Luas green line have in-
creased by over 24% since the commencement of Luas cross city last December.  While it is 



27 February 2018

271

welcomed that so many new customers are using the extended green line, it has meant that, at 
certain times of the day, some trams are operating at capacity.  The Luas cross city project in-
cluded the purchase of seven additional new trams which, at 55 m length, have a higher passen-
ger capacity than existing trams, carrying up to 379 passengers per tram and increasing overall 
capacity on the green line.  Two of these additional trams very recently came into service.  An-
other is currently in Ireland undergoing final testing and commissioning and is expected to go 
into passenger service at the start of March.  The remaining four trams, following the neces-
sary final testing and commissioning, will be put into service progressively over the following 
ten weeks.   Once all seven new trams are fully deployed they, together with the existing fleet, 
will provide additional passenger capacity on the green line in the short-term.

The NTA has also advised of planned changes to the Luas green line timetable in May to 
improve the frequency of service between Broombridge and Brides Glen, particularly in the 
morning and evening peak periods on the green and red lines.  

Into the future, passenger numbers are expected to increase further on the green Line over 
the next few years, and the green line capacity enhancement project - which was recently ap-
proved by Government - is the next step in the medium term to further expand capacity, espe-
cially at peak hours, so as to cater for future demands along the line.  The project features in 
the NTA’s published GDA Strategy.  It involves the lengthening of the 26 existing green line 
trams from 43 m to 55 m and the purchase of a further 8 new 55 metre-long trams which will 
greatly increase the passenger capacity of the fleet to meet future passenger demand.  The ca-
pacity increases at peak periods which will be provided by the project will assist in reducing 
crowding on the green line and enhance accessibility for mobility and sensory impaired users 
during these periods.  A necessary complementary investment project, known as the green line 
infrastructure upgrade - an investment project to lengthen the platforms at the existing green 
line stations - was completed towards the end of last year and enables the use of the new, longer 
trams.

27/02/2018WRSS01600Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme

27/02/2018WRSS01700617. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his de-
partment’s capital allocation in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the areas to which funds will 
be allocated in each of those years. [9527/18]

27/02/2018WRSS01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The capital allocation 
for the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport for the years 2018 to 2022 can be found 
in the recently published National Development Plan 2018-2027 http://www.gov.ie/en/project-
ireland-2040/

Capital Allocation

 2018  2019  2020  2021
 €’000  €’000  €’000  €’000
 1,327  1,643  2,058  2,526
My budget speech 2018 listed the priorities within the programmes within my Department 

and how the capital allocations will be spent. http://www.dttas.ie/speeches/2017/minister-ross-
budget-2018-speech  

Further details on my Department’s capital allocation can also be found in REV 2018 
which was  published in December 2017.  http://www.per.gov.ie/en/revised-estimates-for-pub-
lic-services-2018-published/      
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27/02/2018WRSS01900Irish Coast Guard Issues

27/02/2018WRSS02000618. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the efforts by Ballyheigue Coast Guard unit to take over the building oc-
cupied by Glenderry inshore rescue unit; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that 
the lack of a folio number for the boathouse of the latter is inhibiting this transition; the steps 
he will take to address this anomaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9547/18]

27/02/2018WRSS02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Ballyheigue Inshore 
Rescue Service, Ballyheigue CRBI, a declared resource available to the Coast Guard, is not 
presently a unit of the Coast Guard.  Initial discussions have taken place in recent years with a 
view to a merger between the ‘search only’ Glenderry Coast Guard unit and Ballyheigue inshore 
rescue.  My understanding is that there is a difficulty with the title of the building occupied by 
Ballyheigue Inshore Rescue, and until the title is regularised, a merger cannot be progressed.

27/02/2018WRSS02200Road Projects Status

27/02/2018WRSS02300619. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding a project (details supplied); the budget that has been allocated for the project; the 
dates for the planned completion of each stage of the project; the date for the planned comple-
tion of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9560/18]

27/02/2018WRSS02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads in its area is a statutory function of local authorities 
in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such roads 
are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supplemented 
by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of projects to be funded from these 
monies is a matter for each local authority. 

The national development plan does note that local authorities have plans the progress a 
range of projects on regional and local roads over the period of the plan and includes examples 
of such projects.  My Department will be liaising with local authorities in relation to possible 
future projects for development in the post 2021 period and the appraisal requirements in rela-
tion to such projects.

27/02/2018WRSS02500Noise Pollution

27/02/2018WRSS02600620. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
satisfied himself that Fingal county council has the capacity to monitor aircraft noise; if the 
local authority will have a briefing for persons living outside the Fingal area; the reason the En-
vironmental Protection Agency was not selected for this role; if other local authorities will also 
be selected to monitor aircraft noise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9576/18]

27/02/2018WRSS02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the State is required to appoint an airport noise regulator under EU Regulation 598/2014.  
In Ireland, only Dublin Airport is large enough to fall subject to the regulation.

As I have previously explained in the Dáil, an earlier proposal to appoint the Irish Aviation 
Authority as the noise regulator ultimately ran up against legal advices, which made it impracti-
cal.  Therefore, an alternative had to be found.  Following discussions between my Department, 
the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government and the Department of Commu-
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nications, Climate Change and Environment, it was agreed that on balance - and having regard 
to the requirements of the EU Regulation - that Fingal County Council offered the best way 
forward.  

Fingal already has responsibilities under an EU environmental noise directive which en-
capsulates responsibilities relating to noise caused by conurbations and major transport infra-
structures including roads, railways and airports.   In addition, having regard to its planning 
functions, it has considerable experience and expertise in the conduct of environmental impact 
assessments, appropriate assessments and in managing extensive public consultations.  There 
are therefore synergies arising from the assignment of this additional role.   The regulatory 
function will reside with Fingal County Council only, but in carrying out its role it will clearly 
have to have regard to aircraft noise related to traffic at Dublin Airport beyond the confines of 
its own local authority area.  It will be a matter for Fingal to determine how best to do this. 

The Government recently approved my proposal to designate Fingal County Council as 
the noise regulator for Dublin Airport with An Bord Pleanála as the appeals body and the full 
details of how the regulation will be implemented, including the role and responsibilities of Fin-
gal County Council as well as any public consultation requirements, will be set out in primary 
legislation. 

It is true that Fingal will have to build some additional expert capacity - that requirement 
would arise no matter what body this role is assigned to  - and the draft legislation will provide 
for additional funding to provide for this.

My Department has just commenced drafting Heads of a Bill and it is my intention to have 
this legislation enacted by the end of the year.

27/02/2018WRSS02800Roadworthiness Testing

27/02/2018WRSS02900621. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
matter (details supplied) will be addressed regarding VTN tests; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9578/18]

27/02/2018WRSS03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The SI in question 
will have no effect on the actual roadworthiness test and only states the period of testing, i.e., 
every two years once vehicles are over 30 years old and then exempting vehicles once they 
reach 40 years old.   My Department officials are currently working on replacing the revoked 
SI as soon as possible.

In relation to the question of testing vehicles under the Road Safety Authority Act 2006 
(Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477 of 2006), the Road Safety Authority (RSA) 
has responsibility for the operation, oversight, development, quality assurance and delivery of 
commercial vehicle roadworthiness testing arrangements.  I have therefore forwarded this ques-
tion to the RSA for direct reply to the Deputy.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a 
response has not been received within ten days.

27/02/2018WRSS03100Road Projects Expenditure

27/02/2018WRSS03200622. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
spent to date on a road (details supplied); and the deliberations that have taken place between 
his officials and officials from a local authority on the progression of the road. [9593/18]
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27/02/2018WRSS03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects  is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.   Within its capital budget, the assessment and 
prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with 
Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/02/2018WRSS03400Light Rail Projects

27/02/2018WRSS03500623. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the details 
of the Project Ireland 2040 plan regarding the provision of a Luas line to Finglas and associated 
issues. [9594/18]

27/02/2018WRSS03600624. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the capital 
plan funds the construction of the Luas line to Finglas; if not, if it only funds the design of this 
project; and the timeframe for completion of the project. [9595/18]

27/02/2018WRSS03700625. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the Luas 
to Finglas has been prioritised above the other post 2027 Luas projects; and if it will be the first 
line constructed. [9596/18]

27/02/2018WRSS03800626. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
frame for completion of the Luas line to Finglas; and if the line will be operational by 2029. 
[9597/18]

27/02/2018WRSS03900627. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there will 
be park and ride facilities provided at the new Finglas Luas station; and his plans to construct 
park and ride facilities at Broombridge. [9598/18]

27/02/2018WRSS04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 623 to 627, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, the National Transport Authority, NTA, has statutory responsibility 
for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the greater Dublin area, 
GDA, including the light rail network.

The NTA’s transport strategy for the GDA 2016-2035 includes a number of proposals to 
further develop the light rail network including the extension of the Luas green line to Finglas.

Building on the success of Government’s continued investment in building capacity and 
expanding the Luas network, the national development plan, NDP, will provide funding to 
undertake appraisal, planning and design of Luas network expansion to Finglas and also Bray, 
Lucan and Poolbeg.  This is to ensure that we will be ready to expand Luas to where and when 
it is needed in line with sustained development in these areas.

In relation to the provision of new park and ride facilities, the NDP also provides investment 
for a park-and-ride programme of strategic park and ride sites and investment in parking facili-
ties at rail, Luas and bus locations.

Given the NTA’s responsibility in the matter I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
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NTA for an update on the issue of park and ride specifically at Broombridge station. 

27/02/2018WRTT00500National Transport Authority Funding

27/02/2018WRTT00600628. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the amount the National Transport Authority has provided to Iarnród Éireann for refurbishment 
works at Howth Junction and Donaghmede DART stations in each of the years 2015 to 2017 
and to date in 2018; the works carried out with the NTA funding in each of the years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9604/18]

27/02/2018WRTT00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public 
transport infrastructure and services in the Greater Dublin Area.  As the Deputy is aware, Iarn-
ród Éireann receive Exchequer funding via the NTA in relation to refurbishment works at train 
stations on the heavy rail network such as Howth Junction & Donghmede.  

In light of the NTA’s responsibility in this area, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to 
the NTA for further reply on the information sought and issues raised. 

27/02/2018WRTT00800Bus Éireann Fleet

27/02/2018WRTT00900629. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
estimated cost of providing 50 additional single and 50 double deck buses for the Bus Éireann 
fleet; the estimated cost of providing 125 additional buses to the Dublin Bus fleet; his plans to 
provide new and expanded fleets for Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann in 2018; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9605/18]

27/02/2018WRTT01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and 
development of public transport infrastructure including bus fleet acquisition for both Dublin 
Bus and Bus Éireann.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility in this area I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to 
the Authority for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

27/02/2018WRTT01100Cycling Facilities Provision

27/02/2018WRTT01200630. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
the capital investment plan has allocated to upgrades of urban cycling infrastructure; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9621/18]

27/02/2018WRTT01300635. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
upgrade the urban cycling infrastructure under the capital investment plan. [9738/18]

27/02/2018WRTT01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 630 and 635 together.

As I very recently informed the Deputy, over €110m in capital funding is directly allocated 
to develop cycling and walking infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, Galway, Limerick, 



Questions - Written Answers

276

Cork and Waterford over the period 2018-2021.  This programme will provide safe alternative 
active travel routes to help alleviate congestion by providing viable alternatives and connectiv-
ity with existing public transport infrastructure.  A further €135m capital funding is allocat-
ed over this same period for investment in Sustainable Urban Transport projects, and these will 
include projects that will provide either direct or indirect improvements for urban cycling.  In 
addition to these cycling-specific investments, the BusConnects programme, which will in-
volve re-configuring the city bus network and infrastructure, will also entail construction of 
significant new cycling facilities alongside bus routes on the key radial routes into the city cen-
tre and provide safe cycling arrangements, largely segregated from other traffic along those cor-
ridors. All these substantial investments will allow us to further increase the numbers cycling, 
thereby easing congestion, improving public health and enhancing the liveability of our cities.

As set out in the Government’s recently published National Development Plan, as part of the 
annual Estimates process, the multi-annual capital allocations will be reviewed and extended 
annually on a rolling basis to cover the coming 5-year period.  This will provide Government 
with an annual opportunity to review the allocations in light of any implementation issues aris-
ing and/ or new priorities which may emerge as the National Development Plan is implemented.  
The NDP also commits to a full mid-term review of the National Development Plan in 2022, 
to allow Government to take stock of progress in terms of delivery of the planned projects and 
programmes, and to allow Government to review and reaffirm its investment priorities.  The 
review will be carried out in order to prepare and publish a new updated 10-year plan for public 
capital investment in 2023, covering the period 2023 to 2032.

27/02/2018WRTT01500Light Rail Projects Status

27/02/2018WRTT01600631. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
timeframe for the commencement and completion of construction on metro north; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9635/18]

27/02/2018WRTT01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and 
development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) including the 
development of a metro scheme.

Following consideration of the Fingal/North Dublin Transport Study and the recommen-
dations of the National Transport Authority (NTA) arising from this study, the Government 
decided in 2015 that an optimised metro rail link as set out in the study is the long term public 
transport solution on the Airport/Swords corridor.  In addition, the Programme for a Partnership 
Government includes a commitment to proceed with the metro scheme.

The recently published Project Ireland 2040 now proposes to take forward a Metro Link 
scheme to run from Swords, via Dublin Airport to Dublin’s south city centre (operating in 
tunnel under the city centre) and onwards to Sandyford using the existing Luas Green Line to 
ensure that growth along this corridor can be accommodated.  This will provide Dublin with 
a high capacity, high-frequency cross-city rail corridor serving critical destinations such as 
Swords, Dublin Airport, Dublin City University, Ballymun, the Mater Hospital and existing 
destinations along the Luas Green Line to Sandyford.  Metro Link will provide faster reliable 
journey times to and from these key destinations while offering interchange with other rail, 
DART Expansion, light rail and bus services. 

The next steps are that the details of the Metro Link scheme (Swords to Sandyford) will put 
out to public consultation in the coming weeks, with construction expected to commence in 
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2021 with a view to delivering the project by 2027.

27/02/2018WRTT01800Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme

27/02/2018WRTT01900632. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to seek financial investment to fund major transport infrastructure projects, including 
metro north, from development banks based in the EU, US, Japan and China; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9636/18]

27/02/2018WRTT02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware the recently published National Development Plan (NDP) provides for full Exchequer 
funding of €91 billion allocated for public capital investment over the period 2018 to 2027.  
This Exchequer investment will be supplemented with State-backed investment by commercial 
State-Owned Enterprises to generate a total 10-year investment programme estimated at €116 
billion.

It is a stated requirement of the NDP that Departments must ensure that individual projects 
and investment proposals meet all of the relevant appraisal processes and value-for-money tests 
required under the Public Spending Code, before Exchequer resources are ultimately expended 
on the relevant projects.  For each project with a capital value over €20 million - which clearly 
includes Metro Link - as part of the project’s appraisal process, the National Development Fi-
nance Agency (NDFA) will be consulted to advise on both the optimal financing and appropri-
ate procurement delivery models for the project.

27/02/2018WRTT02100Noise Pollution Legislation

27/02/2018WRTT02200633. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will report on the implementation of EU regulation 598/14 with regard to airport and aircraft 
noise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9637/18]

27/02/2018WRTT02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Government re-
cently approved my proposal to designate Fingal County Council as the Noise Regulator for 
Dublin Airport with An Bord Pleanála as the appeals body in order that Ireland fully complies 
with EU Regulation 598/2014, which came into effect in 2016.  

The full details of how the Regulation will be implemented, including the role and responsi-
bilities of Fingal County Council, will be set out in primary legislation and my Department has 
just commenced drafting Heads of a Bill.

It is my intention to have this legislation enacted by the end of the year.

27/02/2018WRTT02400Road Projects Expenditure

27/02/2018WRTT02500634. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if fund-
ing will be provided in 2018 towards the implementation of essential safety measures at a loca-
tion (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9733/18]

27/02/2018WRTT02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
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projects  is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and 
prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with 
Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

Question No. 635 answered with Question No. 630.

27/02/2018WRTT02800Driver Licence Renewals

27/02/2018WRTT02900636. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
current and valid driver licence is an acceptable form of identification to obtain a new and or re-
placement and or renewal driver licence; if the public services card is the only acceptable form 
of identification to obtain a new and or a replacement and or renewal driver licence; his plans to 
amend the forms of identification that are accepted when applying for a new, replacement and 
or renewal driver licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9781/18]

27/02/2018WRTT03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Where a person is re-
newing a driving licence they must produce their current licence.  However, this is not the sole 
means of identification - further proof of identity, residence, PPSN and address is required.  The 
forms of identification and other documentation required are in the public domain, and I refer 
the Deputy the following - https://www.ndls.ie/identity-validation.html#photographic-i-d.

From 9 April, there will be a new system of identification involved.  As of that date, appli-
cants appearing at a National Driver Licensing Service centre will be asked to produce a Public 
Services Card (PSC).  There will also be an online system available.

The introduction of the PSC is part of a Government policy to reduce the burden of applica-
tions procedures for both the citizen and the State.  Currently, numerous application processes 
across the whole range of Government services and agencies require people to prove their iden-
tity, usually with slightly varying requirements.  These processes add significantly to the burden 
on the citizen to prove their identity repeatedly for different application processes, and add to 
the administrative burden the State.

It was always intended that the PSC would offer a single system for ID verification which 
could be used to access multiple public services.  This was provided for under the Social Wel-
fare Consolidation Act 2005, under which ‘specified bodies’ - including the Road Safety Au-
thority, which is in charge of the NDLS - may request production of the PSC as part of transac-
tions such as applications.

At the same time, the move to an online system, which has frequently been urged by mem-
bers of the House and others, is possible only when there is a robust ID verification system 
underpinning it.  The State system for online ID is the MyGovID platform, established by the 
Department of Employment and Social Protection.  The ID verification underpinning the My-
GovID platform is the process of obtaining a PSC.

27/02/2018WRTT03100Taxi Regulations

27/02/2018WRTT03200637. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the penal-
ties and fines which were imposed in the past five cases whereby a person has been convicted of 
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illegally operating a taxi; his views on whether the penalties in operation are a sufficient deter-
rent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9794/18]

27/02/2018WRTT03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Under the Taxi Regu-
lation 2013 Act, a person who is operating a taxi without a valid SPSV driver licence and/or 
SPSV vehicle licence is committing an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a class A 
fine, with detailed provisions set out in Section 28 of that Act.  A member of An Garda Síochána 
may arrest without warrant a person who in their opinion is committing or has committed such 
an offence.  The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry is primarily a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the 2013 Act.  My 
Department engages regularly with NTA to review and consider the appropriateness of arrange-
ments, and I am not aware of any immediate proposals for change in relation to fines.

Given the NTA’s role in taxi regulation, I have referred your question to the NTA for direct 
reply to you.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 work-
ing days.  

27/02/2018WRUU00200Departmental Correspondence

27/02/2018WRUU00300638. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
for the low payment rate for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9823/18]

27/02/2018WRUU00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the Company for 
direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten work-
ing days.

27/02/2018WRUU00500Rail Network

27/02/2018WRUU00600639. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when an 
application will be made to the European Union to revise the TEN-T core network, with par-
ticular reference to seeking core status for the Dublin to Rosslare Europort line; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9825/18]

27/02/2018WRUU00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The TEN-T Core 
Network is a subset of the Comprehensive Network, representing the strategically most impor-
tant nodes and links of the trans-European transport networks.  The Dublin - Rosslare Europort 
rail line is on the TEN-T comprehensive network and does not form part of the TEN-T Core 
Network.

Under the Programme for Partnership Government, the Government committed to apply-
ing to the European Union for the revision of the TEN-T Core Network.  A submission is be-
ing prepared for the European Commission for a revision of the TEN-T Core Network, which 
would seek to facilitate consideration of transport-related project proposals for funding under 
the Connecting Europe Facility.  The submission will also take into account the implications of 
Brexit on Ireland’s future connectivity and will take account of the recently published National 
Development Plan.  

My officials met the European Commissioner for Transport, Ms Violeta Bulc, and her of-
ficials in October 2017 in relation to transport issues, including the potential impacts of Brexit 
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on Ireland’s connectivity and increased geographical isolation in the EU.  In that context, my 
officials informed the Commissioner that a submission will be forthcoming.  My officials also 
separately met with the Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport (DG MOVE) in No-
vember of last year and briefed DG MOVE on the Government’s commitment and on the pend-
ing submission.  However, the Dublin to Rosslare Europort rail line did not form part of those 
discussions.  DG MOVE advised that the submission would be considered on receipt but indi-
cated that it may not meet the criteria for the Core Network.  However, it noted that under the 
Regulation, a review of the implementation of the Core Network will take place by end 2023.

27/02/2018WRUU00800Driver Licence Renewals

27/02/2018WRUU00900640. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son for the public services card being required for applications and renewals of driver licences 
from 9 April 2018 in view of the fact that the process for issuing driving licences now involves 
applicants attending in person as part of the process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9836/18]

27/02/2018WRUU01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The roll-out of use 
of the Public Services Card (PSC) in driver licensing applications is part of the Government’s 
strategy for reducing burdens on the citizen, as well as part of the eGovernment strategy for 
making applications possible online.

Currently, numerous public services require people to produce proof of identity, with many 
different agencies and services across the whole range of Government having slightly different 
sets of documents required to prove the applicant’s identity.  The move to request the PSC as 
part of an ID process will mean that people can prove their identity once, when applying for a 
PSC, and use the PSC as proof of identity for other services.  This was envisaged already in the 
Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, which permits ‘specified bodies’ to request the PSC as 
part of transactions.  The Road Safety Authority is such a specified body.

It is also planned to introduce online applications for driving licences.  Any such system 
must have a robust ID process behind it.  There is one central system for this, the MyGovID 
platform developed by the Department of Employment and Social Protection.  Identity infor-
mation on this platform is underpinned by the application process for the PSC.  Applicants for 
a PSC must prove their identity, and holders of a PSC can then register online via MyGovID.

The overall effect of these measures will be to streamline applications, not only for the 
driver licence process but across a range of other Government services.

27/02/2018WRUU01100Local Improvement Scheme Funding

27/02/2018WRUU01200641. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
matter (details supplied) will be addressed regarding the local improvement scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9859/18]

27/02/2018WRUU01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As regards the pro-
vision of matching funding for Local Improvement Schemes (LIS), the grant allocations for 
2018 issued at the end of January and do not make provision for LIS this year.  In taking that 
approach I was conscious both of the significant and welcome funding Minister Ring’s Depart-
ment is putting into LIS and of the continuing pressing need to direct resources into maintaining 
and renewing roads taken in charge. I am also conscious that the LIS is complemented by other 
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streams of funding within the ambit of the Department of Rural and Community Development 
including CLÁR funding for small scale capital projects in rural areas - including private roads 
- that have experienced significant levels of depopulation.

In this context I have followed through on two important action areas by providing ring-
fenced funding for the Community Involvement Scheme and for Drainage Schemes.  I have set 
aside €10 million for each of these programmes. 

27/02/2018WRUU01400Rail Network

27/02/2018WRUU01500642. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of his Department’s talks with the EU on the commitment in the programme for Government 
that in the first three months the new Government will apply to the European Union for the 
revision of the TEN-T core network; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9865/18]

27/02/2018WRUU01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Under the Programme 
for Partnership Government, the Government committed to applying to the European Union for 
the revision of the TEN-T Core Network.  A submission is being prepared for the European 
Commission for a revision of the TEN-T Core Network, which would seek to facilitate consid-
eration of transport-related project proposals for funding under the Connecting Europe Facility.  
The submission will also take into account the implications of Brexit and the recently published 
National Development Plan.

My officials met the European Commissioner for Transport, Ms Violeta Bulc, and her of-
ficials in October 2017 in relation to transport issues, including the potential impacts of Brexit 
on Ireland’s connectivity and increased geographical isolation in the EU.  In that context, my 
officials informed the Commissioner that a submission will be forthcoming.  My officials also 
separately met with the Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport (DG MOVE) in No-
vember of last year and briefed DG Move on the Government’s commitment and on the pend-
ing submission.  DG Move advised that the submission would be considered on receipt but in-
dicated that it may not meet the criteria for the Core Network.  However, it noted that under the 
Regulation, a review of the implementation of the Core Network will take place by end 2023.

27/02/2018WRUU01700Sports Funding

27/02/2018WRUU01800643. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
funding for a proposed redevelopment (details supplied). [9909/18]

27/02/2018WRUU01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) has been the primary means of providing 
Government support to sports clubs and organisations for sports capital works.  The facility 
referred to by the Deputy received a grant allocation (€65,000) under the most recent round 
of the SCP but at this stage my Department has no other provision in relation to the proposed 
redevelopment. 

In relation to future investment, the recently published National Development Plan 2018 - 
2027 contains a commitment to establish a new “Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund” with 
€100m available over the coming years.  The Fund will be for larger projects where the pro-
posed Government contribution exceeds the amount available under the SCP.  

My officials will draft the terms and conditions of the new scheme over the coming months.  
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All projects funded under the scheme will be subject to the Public Spending Code and State Aid 
requirements.  In terms of calls for proposals, it is envisaged that at a minimum, the National 
Governing Bodies of Sport and local authorities will be asked to prioritise projects for possible 
inclusion.  Prior to the terms and conditions of the new scheme being finalised and relevant 
organisations having the opportunity to apply, it is obviously not possible at this stage to say 
whether any specific projects will be supported under the new scheme. 

27/02/2018WRUU02000Road Projects Expenditure

27/02/2018WRUU02100644. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount the M50 cost to construct; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9924/18]

27/02/2018WRUU02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme while responsibility for individual road projects  is a matter for 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  As regards 
the M50, the ring road was constructed in sections over an extended period of time. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/02/2018WRUU02300Road Toll Data

27/02/2018WRUU02400645. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of revenue generated by the M50 toll; the areas in which these moneys are spent; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9925/18]

27/02/2018WRUU02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy in relation to roads.  The 
planning, design and implementation of individual road projects on national roads are a matter 
for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the 
relevant local authority.  For regional and local roads it is a matter for each respective local 
authority.

More specifically, the statutory powers to levy tolls on national roads as well as regional and 
local roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors are 
vested in TII (for national roads) and each local authority (for regional and local roads) under 
Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the 
Roads Act 2007). 

Noting the above, I am referring the question to TII for direct reply within 10 working days.  
Please inform my private office if you do not receive the information.

27/02/2018WRUU02600Road Toll Data

27/02/2018WRUU02700646. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
revenue generated by the M7 and M8 tolls, respectively; the areas in which these moneys are 
spent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9927/18]

27/02/2018WRUU02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
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Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy in relation to roads.  The 
planning, design and implementation of individual road projects on national roads are a mat-
ter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with 
the relevant local authority. For regional and local roads it is a matter for each respective local 
authority.

More specifically, the statutory powers to levy tolls on national roads as well as regional and 
local roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors are 
vested in TII (for national roads) and each local authority (for regional and local roads) under 
Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the 
Roads Act 2007). 

Noting the above, I am referring the question to TII for direct reply within 10 working days.  
Please inform my private office if you do not receive the information.

27/02/2018WRUU02900Road Projects Status

27/02/2018WRUU03000647. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
and the timeframe for planning and delivery of a western Dublin orbital route link between the 
N4 and N7; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9936/18]

27/02/2018WRUU03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are 
funded from the local authority’s own resources supplemented by State road grants, where ap-
plicable.  Arising from the arrangements in place in relation to Local Property Tax receipts the 
four Dublin Councils became self funding for regional and local roads under the main road 
grant categories from 2015.  

Provision was made in the Capital Plan for the upgrade of roads in the vicinity of Grange 
Castle Business Park and the Department is providing grant assistance for that strategic scheme 
at present. 

As regards the possible measures identified in the TII/ South County Dublin County Council 
N4/N7 Corridor Study, the further assessment of options is a matter for the local authority.

27/02/2018WRUU03200Road Projects Status

27/02/2018WRUU03300648. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
examine delivering a second intersection on the N7 at Rathcoole to alleviate a traffic bottleneck 
in Rathcoole village, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9937/18]

27/02/2018WRUU03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects  is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and 
prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with 
Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
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27/02/2018WRUU03500Park and Ride Facilities

27/02/2018WRUU03600649. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to identify a bus park and ride facility on the N7 near Rathcoole, County Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9938/18]

27/02/2018WRUU03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and 
development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), including 
provision of new park and ride facilities.

The recently announced National Development Plan provides investment to progress the 
BusConnects programme to address growing congestion in the Dublin region in the short to 
medium term, including the provision of bus based Park and Ride facilities. BusConnects was 
launched last summer by the National Transport Authority (NTA) and work is ongoing on the 
redesign of the bus services network and also on infrastructure proposals for Core Bus Cor-
ridors which will be an integral part of the programme.  When this work is completed the pro-
posals will be launched for public consultation in the first half of this year.  The results of the 
public consultation will inform the final decisions to be made on the network redesign, Core 
Bus Corridors and park and ride facilities.

The National Development Plan also provides investment for a Park-and-Ride Programme 
of strategic park and ride sites and investment in parking facilities at rail, Luas and bus loca-
tions.

Given the NTA’s responsibility in the matter I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for an update on the issue of a bus park and ride specifically on the N7.

27/02/2018WRUU03800Driver Licence Applications

27/02/2018WRUU03900650. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the pub-
lic services card will be the only acceptable form of identification when applying for a new 
driver licence and renewing a licence or learner permit from 9 April 2018; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10001/18]

27/02/2018WRUU04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): From 9 April, there 
will be a new system of identification verification involved in the driver licensing process.  As 
of that date, applicants appearing at a National Driver Licensing Service centre will be asked to 
produce a Public Services Card (PSC).  There will also be an online system available.  

The introduction of the PSC is part of a Government policy to reduce the burden of applica-
tions procedures for both the citizen and the State.  Currently, numerous application processes 
across the whole range of Government services and agencies require people to prove their iden-
tity, usually with slightly varying requirements.  These processes add significantly to the burden 
on the citizen to prove their identity repeatedly for different application processes, and add to 
the administrative burden the State.

It was always intended that the PSC would offer a single system for ID verification which 
could be used to access multiple public services.  This was provided for under the Social Wel-
fare Consolidation Act 2005, under which ‘specified bodies’ - including the Road Safety Au-
thority, which is in charge of the NDLS - may request production of the PSC as part of transac-
tions such as applications.
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At the same time, the move to an online system, which has frequently been urged by mem-
bers of the House and others, is possible only when there is a robust ID verification system 
underpinning it.  The State system for online ID is the MyGovID platform, established by the 
Department of Employment and Social Protection.  The ID verification underpinning the My-
GovID platform is the process of obtaining a PSC.

27/02/2018WRVV00200Sports Funding

27/02/2018WRVV00300651. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment will  pursue an application by an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10057/18]

27/02/2018WRVV00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) has been the primary means of providing 
Government support to sports clubs and organisations for sports capital works.  Allocations 
under the 2017 round of the programme were announced on 30 November (local projects) and 
21 December (regional projects) with a total of €60m allocated.  Under this most recent round 
of the SCP, the maximum grant which could be applied for was €150,000 for local projects and 
€200,000 for a regional project.

In relation to future investment, the recently published National Development Plan 2018 - 
2027 contains a commitment to establish a new “Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund” with 
€100m available over the coming years.  The Fund will be for larger projects where the pro-
posed Government contribution exceeds the amount available under the SCP.  

My officials will draft the terms and conditions of the new scheme over the coming months.  
All projects funded under the scheme will be subject to the Public Spending Code and State Aid 
requirements.  In terms of calls for proposals, it is envisaged that at a minimum, the National 
Governing Bodies of Sport and local authorities will be asked to prioritise projects for possible 
inclusion.  Prior to the terms and conditions of the new scheme being finalised and relevant 
organisations having the opportunity to apply, it is obviously not possible at this stage to say 
whether any specific projects will be supported under the new scheme.  I am aware however, of 
the development plans for the stadium referred to and recently visited the venue at the request 
of Deputy Peter Burke to be updated on the proposals in this regard. 

27/02/2018WRVV00500Light Rail Projects

27/02/2018WRVV00600652. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the original railway order for metro north specifies that 
works must be substantially completed by 27 October 2020; his plans to utilise the existing or-
der or start again from scratch; the amount of development levies received on foot of the order; 
the implications of his actions on this revenue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10067/18]

27/02/2018WRVV00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and 
development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) including the 
development of a metro scheme.

Following consideration of the Fingal/North Dublin Transport Study and the recommen-
dations of the National Transport Authority (NTA) arising from this study, the Government 
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decided in 2015 that an optimised metro rail link as set out in the study is the long term public 
transport solution on the Airport/Swords corridor.  In addition, the Programme for a Partnership 
Government includes a commitment to proceed with the metro scheme.

The recently published Project Ireland 2040 now proposes to take forward a Metro Link 
scheme to run from Swords, via Dublin Airport to Dublin’s south city centre (operating in 
tunnel under the city centre) and onwards to Sandyford using the existing Luas Green Line to 
ensure that growth along this corridor can be accommodated.  This will provide Dublin with 
a high capacity, high-frequency cross-city rail corridor serving critical destinations such as 
Swords, Dublin Airport, Dublin City University, Ballymun, the Mater Hospital and existing 
destinations along the Luas Green Line to Sandyford.  Metro Link will provide faster reliable 
journey times to and from these key destinations while offering interchange with other rail, 
DART Expansion, light rail and bus services. 

The next steps are that the details of the Metro Link scheme (Swords to Sandyford) will put 
out to public consultation in the coming weeks, with construction expected to commence in 
2021 with a view to delivering the project by 2027.  An application for a Railway Order will be 
submitted when a detailed Business Case for the scheme has been approved that seeks power 
to construct and operate the scheme and also to ensure that the necessary compulsory purchase 
order arrangements are given effect to secure the scheme.

In relation to development levies, they are in the first instance a matter for the relevant local 
authorities.  I understand that both Dublin City Council and Fingal County Council have been 
advised by the National Transport Authority to cease their existing Development Contribution 
Schemes for Metro North, and that the process of refunding contributions to those who paid 
them has begun.  Noting NTA’s advice in this particular regard, I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
question to the NTA for further reply on the information sought and issues raised.  The Deputy 
should contact my office should a reply not be received within 10 days.

27/02/2018WRVV00800Road Projects Expenditure

27/02/2018WRVV00900653. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport if the commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government on the increase in the 
budget for regional roads will be enforced in the near future (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8743/18]

27/02/2018WRVV01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As regards current 
funding levels, the Building on Recovery Capital Plan 2016-2021 marked a significant step 
forward in terms of restoring funding to the levels needed to maintain the road network in a 
“steady state” condition and allowing for some investment in road improvement schemes.  In 
this context the Capital Plan provided for a gradual build up in capital funding from a relatively 
low base towards the levels needed to support maintenance and improvement works.  This Plan 
recognised that it was going to take time to restore funding to the level required to maintain and 
renew the network adequately.

As Minister I put forward a strong case for additional investment in transport infrastructure 
during the Capital Plan Review process and I secured a significantly enhanced road invest-
ment programme for the period 2018 to 2021.  Overall an additional €486 million was secured 
for roads bringing total roads investment for that 4 year period to €4.26 billion.  The National 
Development Plan also identifies investment in the maintenance and renewal of transport in-
frastructure as a priority, with a specific commitment to €4.5 billion in relation to local and 
regional roads.  
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As noted by the Deputy, the Programme for Government provides that the Government will 
set aside €100 million in additional capital funding for investment in the Wild Atlantic Way, 
Greenways and a number of other initiatives.  This commitment covers a number of funding 
programmes and Departments - not solely the Wild Atlantic Way.    

Following from the mid-term review of the Capital Plan, an amount of almost €108 mil-
lion is being provided for tourism product development in the period from 2018 to 2021.  This 
allocation will provide for continued capital investment by Fáilte Ireland in their experience 
brands, including the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Ancient East.  It will also enable Fáilte 
Ireland to commence work on the development of a brand for the Midlands region as a separate 
proposition to sit alongside the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Ancient East.

27/02/2018WRVV01100Light Rail Projects

27/02/2018WRVV01200654. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 347 of 24 October 2017, his plans with respect to the portion of the 
Luas green line that will not be subsumed into the new metro system; if he has satisfied himself 
that the recent investment in Luas cross city does not represent poor value for money in that in 
ten years the line will only run from Broombridge to Charlemont and Harcourt Street; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10179/18]

27/02/2018WRVV01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware the recently published Project Ireland 2040 now proposes to take forward a Metro Link 
scheme to run from Swords, via Dublin Airport to Dublin’s south city centre (operating in tunnel 
under the city centre) and onwards to Sandyford using the existing Luas Green Line to ensure 
that growth along this corridor can be accommodated.  This will provide Dublin with a high 
capacity, high-frequency cross-city rail corridor serving critical destinations such as Swords, 
Dublin Airport, Dublin City University, Ballymun, the Mater Hospital and existing destinations 
along the Luas Green Line between Charlemont to Sandyford.  Metro Link will provide faster 
reliable journey times to and from these key destinations while offering interchange with other 
rail, DART Expansion, light rail and bus services.  Importantly, Luas services will continue 
to serve catchment areas between Broombridge and Charlemont and between Sandyford and 
Brides Glen, while also linking with higher capacity, higher frequency metro services through 
the city centre and linking to the airport and beyond.

The next steps are that the details of the Metro Link scheme (Swords to Sandyford) will put 
out to public consultation in the coming weeks, with construction expected to commence in 
2021 with a view to delivering the project by 2027.

27/02/2018WRVV01400Early Childhood Care and Education

27/02/2018WRVV01500655. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs the systems in place to accommodate children that are born at the beginning of the year 
and are precluded from availing of the ECCE scheme until the September following their third 
birthday (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9277/18]

27/02/2018WRVV01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From Septem-
ber 2018, all children meeting the minimum age requirement of 2 years and 8 months will be 
eligible for a full two programme years on the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
scheme.  The current take up of ECCE averages at 61 weeks, up from 38 weeks when ECCE was 
first introduced.  From September 2018, the entitlement for all children will be 76 weeks.  This 
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further enhancement of ECCE to two full years delivers on a commitment in the Programme for 
a Partnership Government that is good for children, families and Early Years providers.

This new measure will address the inconsistencies that led to a wide range in the number 
of free preschool weeks; some children could avail of 61 weeks, while others could avail of 88 
weeks, and will ensure a programme that is more equitable for children.

The number of entry points into ECCE will revert to one at the beginning of the 2018 pro-
gramme year (September).  One enrolment period at the start of the pre-school year will help 
streamline the administration process and will make it easier for childcare providers to operate 
and budget for the programme year.  This will also make it simpler for parents to secure places 
on the ECCE programme for their children. 

It is recognised that childrens’ birth dates and parental preference for school starting age, 
plus the single entry point for enrolment in primary school, will be factors influencing parents 
take-up of the second year of ECCE. 

27/02/2018WRVV01700Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRVV01800656. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of freedom of information requests her Department has received in the past eight years; 
the number of which were accepted without further escalation and not accepted, respectively; 
the number requested which were not accepted that were escalated to the Information Commis-
sioner; the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of the person re-
questing the freedom of information; the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled 
against her Department; the number her Department appealed to the High Court; the number 
the High Court ruled against her Department in favour of the applicant; the number which were 
then brought to the Court of Appeal by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [9287/18]

27/02/2018WRVV01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
was established in June 2011, and the number of freedom of information requests received since 
then is set out below.  All requests received were accepted and processed, and none have been 
escalated to the Office of the Information Commissioner. 

Following requests being processed, no requests were escalated to the Office of the Infor-
mation Commissioner, and there have been no court cases relating to freedom of information 
requests received by my Department. 

Year      FOI Requests Received      
2011 6
2012 32
2013 30
2014 37
2015 77
2016 84
2017 88
2018   to date 17

27/02/2018WRVV02000Foster Care
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27/02/2018WRVV02100657. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla will 
support suitable approved long-term foster carers in applying to become non-relative guardians 
under the recently enacted powers of section 6C(2)(b) of the Guardianship of Infants Act 1964, 
as amended by the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015; if there will be restrictions on 
rights granted to foster carers if non-relative guardianship was to be granted; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9329/18]

27/02/2018WRVV02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Thank you for 
your question.  I have requested Tusla to reply directly to you on this matter.

27/02/2018WRVV02300Departmental Funding

27/02/2018WRVV02400658. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her Depart-
ment’s capital allocation in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the areas to which funds will be 
allocated in each of those years. [9513/18]

27/02/2018WRVV02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Development Plan sets out the Government`s capital investment priorities that will underpin the 
new National Planning Framework.  My Department has been allocated €156 million in capital 
expenditure over the period 2018-2022 under the National Development Plan as set out in the 
following table:

National Development Plan

  - 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 
Capital Alloca-
tions (€ million) 

28 32 31 32 33 

The resources will support continued investment in:

- Childcare, to ensure quality and supply of sufficient childcare places

- Youth services that support and target disadvantaged young people and improve their em-
ployability

- Tusla, through the continued development of ICT and standards of accommodation, and

- Oberstown Children Detention Campus through the provision of safe and secure places. 

In addition to this, the Plan also contains a commitment to provide an additional €250 mil-
lion to support the implementation of a 10 year, cross-Government Early Years Strategy to be 
published in 2018.  One of the core objectives of this strategy will be to increase the proportion 
of children who have access to high quality, early years care and education.

27/02/2018WRVV02600Appointments to State Boards

27/02/2018WRVV02700659. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
the three vacant posts on the board of Tusla will be filled; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [9607/18]

27/02/2018WRVV02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Child and 
Family Agency Act, 2013, provides for the appointment of a nine person Board consisting of a 
Chairperson, a Deputy Chairperson and seven ordinary members all appointed by the Minister 
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for Children and Youth Affairs.   

Appointments to State Boards must be made in accordance with Government Guidelines for 
Appointment to State Boards that were approved by Government and published in November, 
2014.   

My Department is currently making arrangements with the Public Appointments Service for 
the filling of these vacancies having regard to relevant guidelines.

27/02/2018WRVV02900Family Resource Centres

27/02/2018WRVV03000660. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if an applica-
tion by a group (details supplied) for a family resource centre will be examined; and the status 
of same. [9987/18]

27/02/2018WRVV03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): On Budget Day, 
I was pleased to announce that additional resources of almost €3.0 m were secured to support 
the inclusion of an additional 11 community organisations to the Family resource Centre Pro-
gramme in 2018 and to support existing centres.

Tusla administers the Family Resource Centre Programme, and opened applications to the 
programme on 23rd October, 2017.  The final deadline for receipt of these applications was 
20th December, 2017.

Tusla has advised that it has received an application from the organisation referred to by the 
Deputy.

Tusla is currently reviewing all applications that were received within the specified applica-
tion period.  Applicants will be notified of the outcome of the assessment in March 2018.

Family support is a priority for me, and the increased level of funding for Family Resource 
Centres in 2018 reflects this.  I will continue to support Tusla in its work with Family Resource 
Centres around the country.

27/02/2018WRVV03200Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRVV03300661. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the number of freedom of information requests his Department has received in the past 
eight years; the number of which were accepted without further escalation and not accepted, 
respectively; the number requested which were not accepted that were escalated to the Office 
of the Information Commissioner; the number in which the Office of the Information Commis-
sioner ruled in favour of the person making the freedom of information request; the number in 
which the Office of the Information Commissioner ruled against his Department; the number 
his Department appealed to the High Court; the number in which the High Court ruled against 
his Department in favour of the applicant; the number which were then brought to the Court of 
Appeal by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9297/18]

27/02/2018WRVV03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development was established on 19 July 2017.  Since then my 
Department has received a total of twenty-three Freedom of Information requests. 

Nine of these requests were either granted in full or part-granted, with three refused and five 
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withdrawn.  The remaining six requests are pending.

To-date, no requests have been escalated from my Department to the Information Commis-
sioner.

27/02/2018WRVV03500Rural Development Policy

27/02/2018WRVV03600662. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the reason under the NDP 2018 to 2027, the rural regeneration and development fund over the 
period 2019 to 2022 will only be on a pilot basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9368/18]

27/02/2018WRVV03700663. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the existing initiatives and new investments under the NDP 2018 to 2027 that will be funded 
via the rural regeneration and development fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9369/18]

27/02/2018WRVV03800664. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the definition of terms (details supplied) in accessing the rural regeneration and development 
fund under the NDP 2018 to 2027; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9370/18]

27/02/2018WRVV03900665. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the definition of terms (details supplied) in accessing the rural regeneration and development 
fund under the NDP 2018 to 2027; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9371/18]

27/02/2018WRVV04000666. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the schemes under his remit that will be integrated under the rural regeneration and develop-
ment fund as stated in the NDP 2018 to 2027; the definition of ensuring more strategic use of 
the funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9372/18]

27/02/2018WRVV04100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 662 to 666, inclusive, together.

Under the National Development Plan, the Government has committed to providing €1 bil-
lion for a new Rural Regeneration and Development Fund over the period 2019 to 2027.  The 
objective of the new Fund is to drive collaborative, coordinated and complementary packages 
of investment between Departments, agencies, Local Authorities and other public bodies, to 
transform our rural towns and villages and their outlying areas.  

Proposals for funding will be made on a competitive bid-based approach, based on deliver-
ing on the objectives in the National Planning Framework to support rural Ireland.  The Plan 
provides that proposals submitted for funding will have to demonstrate a participant contribu-
tion from State, local authority, or other funding.  This is currently the case in relation to the 
schemes operated by my Department and helps to achieve additionality.

Initial funding of €315 million is being allocated to the Rural Regeneration and Develop-
ment Fund over the period 2019 to 2022.  This initial phase will allow my Department to build 
on existing initiatives which it administers, as well as to support new collaborative initiatives as 
outlined above.  The initial period of funding will also provide an opportunity for an assessment 
of both specific projects and the method of allocation of this funding, and will inform further al-
locations.  Funding under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund will continue beyond 
2022, to 2027.
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As set out in the National Development Plan, my Department currently operates a num-
ber of schemes to support rural regeneration.  These include the Town and Village Renewal 
Scheme, CLÁR and the Rural Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.  While each of these schemes 
makes a valuable impact in its own right, I want to build on the synergies between the schemes 
to achieve better outcomes for people who live in rural areas. 

The National Development Plan also envisages that, over time, these schemes will be inte-
grated into the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund.  This will provide an opportunity 
to align the schemes with complementary initiatives operated by other Departments to maxi-
mise the impact on rural communities of investment across national and local government, and 
achieve better value for money.  

My Department is currently developing proposals for the detailed operation of the Rural 
Regeneration and Development Fund, and I will announce the details following consultation 
with relevant Government colleagues.

27/02/2018WRWW00500Broadband Service Provision

27/02/2018WRWW00600667. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if funding will be made available to local communities to fund a feasibility study for a 
broadband solution (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9491/18]

27/02/2018WRWW00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The National 
Broadband Plan will deliver high-speed broadband to every premises in Ireland through a mix 
of commercial providers and a State intervention in those areas where commercial providers 
acting alone will not provide the service.  The Department of Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment is currently engaged in a procurement process to identify a suitable provider 
of high-speed broadband services in the area identified for State intervention.

In advance of the procurement process being completed, the project referred to by the Dep-
uty may be eligible under the LEADER programme which is managed by my Department and 
delivered through Local Action Groups in each of the 28 LEADER sub-regional areas around 
the country.  The LEADER programme funds projects under various policy themes, including 
rural broadband.

In order for a project to be eligible for LEADER funding, it must be compatible with the ac-
tions outlined in the approved Local Development Strategy in the sub-regional area concerned, 
and it must comply with the Operating Rules and EU Regulations in place for the programme.  
Further details are available from the LEADER Local Action Group in each area.  Contact de-
tails for the Local Action Groups are available on my Department’s website at http://drcd.gov.
ie/wp-content/uploads/list-of-LAGs.pdf.

27/02/2018WRWW00800Departmental Funding

27/02/2018WRWW00900668. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
his Department’s capital allocation in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the areas to which 
funds will be allocated in each of those years. [9525/18]

27/02/2018WRWW01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring):  My Depart-
ment delivers a variety of capital schemes including the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, 
the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme, the CLÁR Programme, the Walks Scheme, the 
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Local Improvement Scheme (LIS), the LEADER Programme, the Community Facilities Fund, 
RAPID, and Library Development. 

The Expenditure Report 2018 published alongside Budget 2018 set out a capital allocation 
of €88m in respect of my Department in 2018, supplemented by €7.7m in capital carryover 

As recently announced, a new Rural Regeneration and Development Fund will be estab-
lished under my Department as part of Project Ireland 2040. The fund will invest an additional 
€1 billion in supporting rural renewal.  

The additional investment under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund will com-
mence in 2019 and will ramp up incrementally over the first 4 years before reaching a steady 
level of investment.  My Department’s Capital allocation, to 2022, will be as follows: (this 
shows a doubling of investment between now and 2022):

Rural Registration and Development Fund:

 - 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Total Capital Alloca-
tion   

88* 141 150 152 175

      
* + 7.7 Capital Car-
ryover   

     

My Department is currently developing proposals for the detailed operation of the Rural 
Regeneration and Development Fund, and I will announce the details following consultation 
with relevant Government colleagues.

27/02/2018WRWW01100Leader Programmes Funding

27/02/2018WRWW01200669. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the funding allocated to Leader programmes in County Louth in 2017; the level of funding 
to be provided for these programmes in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9892/18]

27/02/2018WRWW01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER 
is a multi-annual programme for the period 2014-2020 which has a total budget of €250 mil-
lion over the programming period.  LEADER is administered by Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
which deliver funding in accordance with Local Development Strategies that have been agreed 
for each LAG area. 

€220 million of the available funding has already been allocated to the 28 LEADER sub-re-
gional areas throughout the country.  This allocation covers the full duration of the Programme 
rather than being allocated on an annual basis.  This provides greater flexibility to Local Acton 
Groups in managing their allocation within and between years.  The allocation for County 
Louth for the period of the programme is €6,101,862.

The overall expenditure incurred for Co. Louth under the 2014-2020 LEADER Programme 
as of 22 February 2018 was €408,782.  The figure includes expenditure on Preparatory Support 
(for the development of a Local Development Strategy for Louth), Administration costs (which 
includes Animation) and Project Payments.

As of 22 February, 20 projects with a value of over €258,390 had been approved for LEAD-
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ER funding in Louth.  A further 3 projects requesting over €148,230 in funding are at various 
stages of the approval process.  This funding will be drawn down as projects start to incur ex-
penditure and submit payment claims.

I anticipate that there will be a significant increase in project approvals and expenditure over 
the course of 2018 based on the progress which has been made nationally in approving projects 
in recent months.  My Department has also introduced a number of administrative improve-
ments to the LEADER programme which will also assist LAGs and project promoters in their 
delivery of the programme. 

27/02/2018WRWW01400Animal Breeding Regulations

27/02/2018WRWW01500670. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
his plans to add a breed to the list of restricted breeds under dog control legislation (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10034/18]

27/02/2018WRWW01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Con-
trol of Dogs Acts 1986 to 2010 set out a range of requirements for all dog owners or any other 
person in charge of a dog.  The Control of Dogs Regulations 1998 set out further requirements 
that owners of specific breeds of dogs have to follow, namely that such dogs must be muzzled 
and led, on a sufficiently strong leash or chain not exceeding 2 metres in length, by a competent 
person over 16 years of age when in a public place.  

I am aware that representations have been made expressing concerns regarding the overall 
approach to the regulation of restricted breeds.  There is also the view that some additional 
breeds, including the breed referenced by the Deputy, may warrant inclusion on the list of 
restricted breeds.  I have asked my officials to review this matter further in order to ensure an 
appropriate balanced approach is in place for the protection of society.

27/02/2018WRWW01700Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRWW01800671. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of freedom of information requests her Department has received in the 
past eight years; the number accepted without further escalation and not accepted, respectively; 
the number requested which were not accepted that were escalated to the Office of the Infor-
mation Commissioner; the number in which the Office of the Information Commissioner ruled 
in favour of the person making the freedom of information request; the number in which the 
Office of the Information Commissioner ruled against her Department; the number her Depart-
ment appealed to the High Court; the number the High Court ruled against her Department in 
favour of the applicant; the number which were then brought to the Court of Appeal by her 
Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9290/18]

27/02/2018WRWW01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
number of freedom of information (FOI) requests received in the Department in the past 8 years 
which were granted, part-granted or refused is set out in table 1.

 The number of FOI requests where a review by the OIC was requested in the past 8 years 
which were accepted and the decision to affirm or rule against is set out in table 2.

There were none appealed to the High Court or to the Court of Appeal from this Department.

Table 1:
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Number and outcome of (FOI) Requests received in the Dept 2010 – 2017  

Year Total Received* Requests Grant-
ed

Requests Part 
Granted

Refused

 2010 859 639 169 36
 2011 1106 713 276 56
 2012 1686 1168 331 64
 2013 2148 1550 378 96
 2014 2193 1375 524 111
 2015 2156 1276 696 106
 2016 2089 1005 821 104
 2017 2443 1136 932 166

*  It should be noted that there are also a number of FOI requests that are carried over from 
one year to the next and a number are withdrawn/transferred out etc.

  Table 2:

Number and outcome of  (FOI) Requests where a review by the OIC was requested  from 
2010 – 2017

Year Total No. of 
cases where cus-
tomer requested 
an OIC review*

Cases where the 
OIC accepted 
the request for a 
review 

Cases where 
OIC affirmed 
the DEASP 
decision

Cases where 
OIC ruled  
against the 
DEASP decision 

 2010 7 6 1 0
 2011 7 6 4 0
 2012 17 8 6 1
 2013 16 12 6 0
 2014 32 20 7 1
 2015 17 11 5 2
 2016 18 13 9 0
 2017 39 26 13 1

*  It should be noted that there are also a number of cases that are withdrawn/closed etc.

  I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

Social Welfare Benefits Data

27/02/2018WRWW01950672. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of full rate and half rate qualified child increases paid at the end of 2017 to 
persons in receipt of payments (details supplied), by scheme and children aged 12 to 22 years 
of age, respectively; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9332/18]

27/02/2018WRWW01975Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina 
Doherty)(Deputy Regina Doherty): The age breakdowns requested are not routinely collated 
in my Department.  However, my officials will collate the requested information on a once off 
basis and will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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27/02/2018WRWW02000Rural Social Scheme Applications

27/02/2018WRWW02100673. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection her views on a matter (details supplied) regarding applications for rural social 
schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9439/18]

27/02/2018WRWW02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Rural Social Scheme (RSS) is an income support initiative which provides part-time employ-
ment opportunities in community and voluntary organisations for farmers or fishermen who are 
in receipt of certain social welfare payments and underemployed in their primary occupation.  
It is a supplementary income support scheme designed specifically for those participants whose 
income falls below a certain limit.  To remain eligible to participate on the scheme the partici-
pant must be actively farming or fishing and satisfy the means test pertaining to the farm/fish 
assist or jobseekers allowance. 

The means assessment for RSS includes income that the participant and their spouse/civil 
partner or cohabitant has and means derived from any capital or property (except their own 
home).  In general, the means assessment that applies to the RSS is the farm assist scheme cri-
teria.  Accordingly, 70% of all self-employment (engaged in by a participant and their spouse/ 
civil partner) whether farm or off-farm is assessed as the gross yearly income which they may 
be reasonably expected to receive less all costs necessarily incurred in carrying out the self-
employment. 

Payment of RSS is not taken into account when assessing the weekly means.  An additional 
annual disregard of €254 for each of the first two children and €381 for the third and subsequent 
children is also applied under the farm assist criteria, where applicable. 

This Department endeavours at all times to ensure that only eligible customers benefit from 
the scheme.  This also applies to people who are already participating on a scheme.  Any change 
in a participant’s/household’s circumstances should be notified to the Department as this may 
impact on their continued entitlement and their rate of payment.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/02/2018WRWW02300State Pensions

27/02/2018WRWW02400674. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of efforts to rectify pension entitlements for persons, mostly women, who left 
the workforce for a time during their careers and are now subsequently penalised in view of the 
fact their pension entitlements are assessed as an average over their working lifetime; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [9453/18]

27/02/2018WRWW02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
policy to introduce the Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pensions calculation was ad-
opted by Government in the National Pensions Framework in 2010, as was the decision to base 
the entitlements of all new pensioners on this approach from around 2020.

In advance of this, on 23 January, the Government agreed to a proposal that will allow pen-
sioners affected by the 2012 changes in rate bands to have their pension entitlement calculated 
by a new “Total Contributions Approach” (TCA) which will include up to 20 years of a new 
HomeCaring credit.  This approach is expected to significantly benefit many people, particular-
ly women, whose work history includes an extended period of time outside the paid workplace, 
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while raising families or in a caring role.  It will make it easier for pensioners assessed under 
the current yearly average model, to qualify for a higher rate of the State Pension (contributory).  
The TCA will ensure that the totality of a person’s social insurance contributions - as opposed 
to the timing of them - determines their final pension outcome.  Under this new arrangement, a 
person who reached pension age after 1 September 2012 and has a 40 year record of paid and 
credited social insurance contributions, subject to a maximum of 20 years of the new HomeCar-
ing credits, will qualify for a maximum contributory pension where they satisfy the other quali-
fying conditions for the scheme.  Up to 10 years of other credits, for example when unemployed 
or ill, may also be used, subject to the total number of credits not exceeding 20 years.  So, for 
example, a person might receive a maximum pension based on 20 years paid PRSI contribu-
tions, 5 years jobseeker credits, and 15 years HomeCaring Credits, over a 50 year period.

For those who do not qualify for the State Pension (contributory) (SPC), there are other state 
pension payments available.  Notably, they may qualify for the State Pension (non-contributo-
ry) which is a means-tested payment (based on their share of household means) with a maxi-
mum payment of 95% of the SPC.  If their spouse has a contributory pension, they may qualify 
for an increase for a qualified adult (based on their own means), amounting up to 90% of a full 
rate SPC pension.  Consequently, if a person doesn’t receive a State pension after pension age, 
they have both significant means and have made little or no contribution to the Social Insurance 
Fund.  Introducing a new pension entitlement for such people would reduce the resources avail-
able for other pensioners, most of whom have less means than they do, and have contributed 
significantly more to the Social Insurance Fund.

The model of TCA which will be in place for all new pensioners from 2020 will be decided 
upon following a consultation later this year, and I do not wish to pre-empt this process, nor the 
Government decision and legislation which will follow it.  However, I can state that adequate 
provision for home-carers will be an important factor in the final design.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRWW02600Disability Allowance Eligibility

27/02/2018WRWW02700675. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) who was self-employed and has been unable to work 
for a number of years due to ill-health is entitled to the disability allowance or an invalidity pen-
sion; if the person’s previous PRSI contributions whilst self-employed are sufficient for either 
payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9458/18]

27/02/2018WRWW02800Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
This gentleman was in receipt of Disability Allowance (DA) from 13 December 2006 to 26 
March 2013.  Following a review it was decided that the person concerned was not entitled to 
DA from 11 September 2011 due to means in excess of the statutory limit and an overpayment 
was raised.

Disability Allowance (DA) is a weekly allowance paid to people with a specified disability 
who are aged 16 or over and under the age of 66.  This disability must be expected to last for at 
least one year and the allowance is subject to a medical examination, a means test and habitual 
residency conditions.

The weekly rate of DA payment depends on the amount of weekly means assessed.  The 
legislative provisions regarding DA state that means will be assessed from all income which the 
claimant or claimant’s spouse may reasonably expect to receive during the year following the 
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date of their claim.  It is open to the person concerned to re-apply for DA.

Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work 
because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contri-
bution conditions.  To qualify for IP a claimant must, inter-alia, have at least 260 (5 years) paid 
PRSI contributions since entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid or credited in the 
last or second last complete contribution year before the date of their claim.  Only PRSI classes 
A, E, H or S contributions are reckonable for IP purposes.  Class S contributions are those paid 
by self-employed people.

A person who applied for Invalidity Pension in 2017 must have the required 260 paid PRSI 
contributions and also have 48 paid or credited class A, E, H, or S contributions in either 2015 
or 2016 to meet the contribution conditions of the scheme.  This is a legislative requirement and 
contributions outside of the reference period cannot be assessed for the purposes of establishing 
the required 48 paid or credited contributions. 

This Department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on the 12 December 
2017.  He was refused IP on the grounds that the contribution conditions for the scheme are 
not satisfied.  Specifically, he does not have any qualifying contributions paid or credited in the 
reckonable years 2015 & 2016.  He was notified on 2 January 2018 of this decision, the reason 
for it and of his right of review and appeal.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

27/02/2018WRWW02900Invalidity Pension Reviews

27/02/2018WRWW03000676. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an invalidity pension review for a person (details supplied) will be expedited.  [9460/18]

27/02/2018WRWW03100Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because 
of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution 
conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on the 01 December 
2017.  He was refused IP on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not 
satisfied.  He was notified on the 18 January 2018 of this decision, the reasons for it and of his 
right of review and appeal.  The gentleman concerned requested a review of this decision and 
submitted further medical evidence in support of his request.  Following a review of all the 
information available the DO is now satisfied that the medical conditions for the scheme are 
satisfied.

 A Deciding Officer of the department wrote to him on the 26 February 2018 requesting 
further information relevant to his claim.  The claim will be finalised as quickly as possible on 
receipt of the requested information.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRWW03200Social Welfare Schemes Data

27/02/2018WRWW03300677. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of applications for social welfare payments being processed in which cancer is 
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the reason for the application. [9475/18]

27/02/2018WRWW03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department administers a number of schemes which provide income support to people who 
are unable to work, or who are substantially restricted in taking up work, because of illness or 
disability.

The information sought by the Deputy in relation to the nature of the illness/disability is not 
readily available.

27/02/2018WRXX00200Disability Allowance Eligibility

27/02/2018WRXX00300678. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a person (details supplied) has a right to apply for a disability allowance in their own right. 
[9509/18]

27/02/2018WRXX00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): This gentleman is a qualified adult dependant on Invalidity Pen-
sion (INVP) since 15 June 2017.

Disability Allowance (DA) is a weekly allowance paid to people with a specified disability 
who are aged 16 or over and under the age of 66.  This disability must be expected to last for at 
least one year and the allowance is subject to a medical examination, a means test and habitual 
residency conditions.

The weekly rate of DA payment depends on the amount of weekly means assessed.  The 
legislative provisions regarding DA state that means will be assessed from all income which 
the claimant or claimant’s spouse may reasonably expect to receive during the year following 
the date of their claim.  

It is open to the person concerned to apply DA in their own right.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

27/02/2018WRXX00500Capital Expenditure Programme

27/02/2018WRXX00600679. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her Department’s capital allocation in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the areas to 
which funds will be allocated in each of those years. [9518/18]

27/02/2018WRXX00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department’s capital allocation for the years 2018 to 2022 is outlined in the table. However, this 
is subject to ongoing review in the context of the annual Estimates process.

The capital allocation will be split across three subheads i.e. A.2.v Office Equipment and 
External IT Services, A.2.vi Office Premises Expenses and A.2.ix eGovernment Related Proj-
ects.  It is intended that the allocation will primarily assist the Department in delivering addi-
tional IT modernisation and allow for the significant refurbishment of the Department’s Áras 
Mhic Dhiarmada and other buildings in the coming years.
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2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
€10m ( In addition, the Department has 
sought approval to carry over €1m in capital 
from 2017 – this has been reflected in the 
2018 Revised Estimates)

€14m €15m €16m €17m

27/02/2018WRXX00800State Pension (Non-Contributory) Eligibility

27/02/2018WRXX00900680. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied) will be addressed; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9559/18]

27/02/2018WRXX01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):    
When a State pension non-contributory recipient dies, if the deceased’s surviving spouse, civil-
partner or cohabitant is a recipient of a payment from the Department, or had been the benefi-
ciary of an increase for qualified adult on the deceased’s pension payment, they are eligible for 
a 6-weeks-after-death payment. 

The payment was processed for the person concerned in July 2017.  As the Department’s 
system showed that two of the six weeks’ payments had already been collected at the Post Of-
fice, only four weeks payment was issued.  The Department is currently liaising with An Post 
to have the matter resolved and will contact the person concerned when this has been finalised.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

27/02/2018WRXX01100Invalidity Pension Data

27/02/2018WRXX01200681. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of applications her Department received in respect of invalidity pensions 
in each of the years 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018; the number of those received that were ap-
proved or refused in each year; the number of applications her Department received in respect 
of disability allowance in each of the years 2016 and 2017 and to date in 2018; the number of 
those received that were approved or refused in each year respectively; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [9606/18]

27/02/2018WRXX01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The information requested by the Deputy is detailed in the follow-
ing table:

Number of Invalidity Pension and Disability Allowance claims Registered, Awarded or Re-
jected in 2016, 2017 and January 2018.

Invalidity Pension

Year Registered Awarded Rejected
2016 9,134 7,467 3,909
2017 10,458 8,976 4,579
January 2018 1,180 803 485

Disability Allowance

Year Registered Awarded Rejected
2016 23,804 16,669 12,027
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Year Registered Awarded Rejected
2017 23,657 17,469 12,022
January 2018 1,798 1,742 957

27/02/2018WRXX01400Social Welfare Appeals Status

27/02/2018WRXX01500682. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if invalidity benefit has been approved for a person (details supplied). [9609/18]

27/02/2018WRXX01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):  
The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
referred to an Appeals Officer on 20th   February 2018, who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

27/02/2018WRXX02000Disability Allowance Appeals

27/02/2018WRXX02100683. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress to date in the determination of an appeal for disability allowance in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9613/18]

27/02/2018WRXX02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person 
concerned took place on 30 January 2018.  The person concerned indicated at the oral hear-
ing that he wished to submit further evidence in support of his appeal.  On receipt of same, the 
Appeals Officer will consider the appeal in the light of all of the evidence submitted, including 
that adduced at the oral hearing.  The person concerned will be notified of the Appeals Officer’s 
decision when the appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

27/02/2018WRXX02300State Pension (Contributory)

27/02/2018WRXX02400684. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if all contributory pension applications after 30 March 2018 will be assessed under both 
the total contribution approach and the rate band changes which were introduced in September 
2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9622/18]

27/02/2018WRXX02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):  On 
the 23rd January, the Government agreed to a proposal that will allow pensioners affected by 
the 2012 changes in rate bands to have their pension entitlement calculated by a new “Total 
Contributions Approach” (TCA) which will include up to 20 years of a new HomeCaring credit.  
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This approach is expected to significantly benefit many people, particularly women, whose 
work history includes an extended period of time outside the paid workplace, while raising 
families or in a caring role.  It will make it easier for pensioners assessed under the yearly aver-
age model, to qualify for a higher rate of the State Pension (contributory).  The TCA will ensure 
that the totality of a person’s social insurance contributions - as opposed to the timing of them 
- determines a final pension outcome.

The new TCA with substantial HomeCaring credits will be available to all people who 
reached pension age after 1st September 2012, when the revised rate bands took effect.

Under the new arrangements a person who has a 40 year record of paid and credited social 
insurance contributions, subject to a maximum of 20 years of the new HomeCaring credits, will 
qualify for a maximum contributory pension where they satisfy the other qualifying conditions 
for the scheme.

The new TCA for pensioners assessed under the 2012 rate band changes, comes into ef-
fect from the 30th March 2018.  The Department will invite over 40,000 pensioners, currently 
assessed under the 2012 rate band changes, to have their pensions recalculated under TCA to 
determine if they qualify for a higher rate of entitlement.  However, as it will take time to design 
and set up administrative processes, and the necessary IT systems, the Department expects to 
send out the invitations from Q4 2018 and to begin payments, including arrears for any period 
from 30thMarch 2018, from Q1 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

27/02/2018WRXX02600Social Insurance Rates

27/02/2018WRXX02700685. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the class PRSI stamp that secretarial assistants and parliamentary assistants working in the 
Houses of the Oireachtas pay; and the benefits that accrue from this class of PRSI payment. 
[9639/18]

27/02/2018WRXX02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Secretarial assistants and parliamentary assistants working in the House of the Oireachtas are 
engaged directly by members.  The Houses of the Oireachtas Commission has the power to 
regulate the provision of “secretarial facilities” to Members and “qualifying parties”, though 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform retains authority for terms and conditions of 
employment (e.g. pay and hours of work).

I have no specific information on the class of PRSI which is paid by current members of 
staff.  In most cases it will be PRSI Class A, the common PRSI class for employment.  However, 
where staff are over 66 or engaged through a contract for services different classes could apply.

The benefits that can accrue from PRSI Class A contributions, subject to meeting the quali-
fying criteria, are:

- adoptive benefit;

- carer’s benefit;

- guardian’s payment (contributory);

- health and safety benefit;
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- illness benefit;

- invalidity pension;

- jobseeker’s benefit;

- maternity benefit;

- occupational injuries benefit;

- paternity benefit;

- state pension (contributory);

- treatment benefit;

- widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s (contributory).

If staff have concerns that the wrong class of PRSI is being paid, they may apply to my De-
partment’s Scope Section for a determination on the status of their employment and the correct 
class of PRSI.

I hope that this clarifies the matter.

27/02/2018WRXX02900Carer’s Allowance Applications

27/02/2018WRXX03000686. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance for a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [9671/18]

27/02/2018WRXX03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

As the applicant’s spouse has a farm, the matter was referred to a local social welfare in-
spector (SWI) on 22 February 2018 to assess the level of care being provided, assess means and 
confirm that all the conditions for receipt of carer’s allowance are satisfied. 

Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made and the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRXX03200Wage Subsidy Scheme

27/02/2018WRXX03300687. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to increase the wage subsidy scheme payment in line with the increase in 
the minimum wage; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9675/18]

27/02/2018WRXX03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
objective of the wage subsidy scheme (WSS) is to increase the likelihood of people with dis-
abilities participating in the open labour market by providing financial incentives to private sec-
tor employers.  The WSS does this by allowing the employer to make up the cost of a potential 
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shortfall in productivity through grant assistance. 

The subsidy scheme is operated under three strands based on the number of employees with 
a disability employed.  To participate on the WSS an employee must work a minimum of 21 
hours per week up to a maximum of 39 hours per week.  The basic rate of subsidy is €5.30 per 
hour. In addition to a fixed hourly rate per employee (Strand 1), Strands 2 and 3 may be paid in 
cases where an employer has three or more employees participating on the scheme.  There are 
currently 2,520 participants employed through the scheme and the estimated cost of the scheme 
in 2018 is €23 million. 

On an annual basis, the minimum subsidy that an employer can receive is €5,787, where 
they employ one employee working 21 hours per week, while the maximum subsidy is €17,122 
where the employer is benefitting from all three stands and where the employee is working 39 
hours per week.  

The design of the scheme does not provide that the basic hourly subsidy rate of the WSS is 
explicitly linked to the National Minimum Wage.  Hence, the WSS rate was not reduced when 
the National Minimum Wage was reduced in 2011.  I have no plans to link the WSS rate with 
the increase in the National Minimum Wage or to increase the hourly rate of subsidy at this 
time. However, the scheme is kept under ongoing review and any potential changes to the rate 
of subsidy could only be considered as part of the wider Budget and estimates process. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Illness Benefit Payments

27/02/2018WRXX03450688. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when a decision will be made to reinstate the full illness benefit claim by a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9739/18]

27/02/2018WRXX03475Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath) (Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned is currently in 
receipt of Partial Capacity Benefit which is a scheme that permits persons who are in receipt of 
Illness Benefit payments to undertake limited work and received a reduced amount of Illness 
Benefit.

Recently, the person concerned was fully incapacitated for a short period and applied for 
full rate Illness Benefit for that period.  I can confirm that the person concerned has had arrears 
calculated and these will be included with their next payment.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

27/02/2018WRXX03500Public Services Card

27/02/2018WRXX03600689. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the forms of photographic identification a person can use to obtain a public services 
card. [9782/18]

27/02/2018WRXX03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
When a person attends for SAFE registration, they are asked to bring certain documents with 
them. The photographic identification requested depends on the nationality of the person con-
cerned. 
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Non-EEA nationals are required to present a current valid passport. EEA nationals (apart 
from Irish and UK nationals) are required to present either a current valid passport or a national 
ID card. UK nationals are required to present either a passport or a driving licence and birth 
certificate. 

Irish nationals are requested to bring either their driving licence or passport, but SAFE reg-
istration can proceed if these are not provided.  In such cases, a supervisor interview takes place 
to verify the person’s identity using the data held by the Department. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRXX03800State Pension (Contributory)

27/02/2018WRXX03900690. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the position of persons on a transition pension prior to the changes being introduced in 
2013 in respect of eligibility for the State pension (contributory); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9811/18]

27/02/2018WRXX04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
State pension (transition) (SPT) was introduced in 1970 when it was known as the retirement 
pension and was designed to bridge the gap between the standard social welfare pension age, 
which at that time was 70 years of age, and retirement age.  Over time, the age for State pension 
(contributory) was reduced to 66 years.  The Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 provided 
that State pension age will be increased gradually to 68 years.  This began in January 2014 with 
the abolition of the SPT available from 65 for those who satisfied the qualifying conditions, 
thereby standardising State pension age for all at 66 years, which is the current State pension 
age.  This will increase to 67 in 2021 and to 68 in 2028.

Recipients of the State pension (transition) were automatically transferred to the State Pen-
sion (contributory) when they reached their 66th birthday.  The level of entitlement for both 
payments was calculated using the Yearly Average Contributions method. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

27/02/2018WRYY00200Carer’s Allowance Applications

27/02/2018WRYY00300691. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [9816/18]

27/02/2018WRYY00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 7 December 
2018.

CA is a means-tested social assistance payment, made to persons who are providing full-
time care and attention to a person who has a disability such that they require that level of care.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.
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It has been decided that this condition has not been satisfied and accordingly the application 
for CA has been disallowed.  

The person concerned was notified on 22 February 2018 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRYY00500Public Services Card

27/02/2018WRYY00600692. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection the information required from persons applying for a public services card; 
her views on compelled consent in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[9861/18]

27/02/2018WRYY00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
order to have a Public Services Card (PSC) issued, a person must undergo SAFE registration. 
During this process, a photograph and signature are captured, and the person’s Public Identity 
Dataset is verified. 

Depending on a person’s nationality, different documentation is requested in order to verify 
their data.  For non-EEA nationals, a current valid passport is required. For EEA nationals 
(apart from Irish and UK nationals), a current valid passport or national ID card is required. For 
UK citizens, a passport or driving licence and birth certificate are required. While Irish citizens 
are requested to provide a passport or driving licence, SAFE registration may proceed where 
these are not presented. In such cases, a supervisor interview takes place in order to verify their 
identity using the data already held by the Department.  

The legislation governing the PSC is contained in the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 
2005, as amended. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRYY00800Child Benefit Eligibility

27/02/2018WRYY00900693. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to review the position whereby child benefit is terminated on the child’s eigh-
teenth birthday; and the status in a case in which the child is still attending school. [9869/18]

27/02/2018WRYY01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child Benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up 
to their 18th birthday who are in full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child Benefit is 
currently paid to almost 628,788 families in respect of over 1.2 million children, with an esti-
mated expenditure of more than €2 billion in 2018. 

Given the universality of Child Benefit it is not a payment which lends itself to a targeted 
approach, and the considerable costs associated with any adjustment to the payment can result 
in benefits being spread very thinly, rather than making a difference where there is most need.  
Therefore, I have no plans to review the position whereby child benefit is terminated on the 
child’s eighteenth birthday.  
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Families on low incomes can avail of a number of social welfare schemes that support chil-
dren in full-time education up to the age of 18 (and up to the age of 22 under certain circum-
stances), including: 

- Increase for a Qualified Child (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments; 

- the Working Family Payment (formerly Family Income Supplement) for low-paid employ-
ees with children; 

- the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance for low income families (paid at the 
full-time second-level education rate). 

As part of measures under Budget 2018, the weekly payment for each qualified child will 
increase from €29.80 to €31.80.  This is an increase of 6.7%, and will benefit over 400,000 
children.

Also in Budget 2018 earnings thresholds for the Working Family Payment, were increased 
by €10 per week for families with up to three children.  This measure will particularly benefit 
low-income working families.

All of the schemes described above provide targeted assistance directly linked to household 
income and thereby support low-income families with older children participating in full-time 
education.

27/02/2018WRYY01100Carer’s Allowance Applications

27/02/2018WRYY01200694. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if her attention has been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [9902/18]

27/02/2018WRYY01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
confirm that my department received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person 
concerned on 11 January 2018.  

The application was awarded to the person concerned on 22 February 2018 and the first pay-
ment will issue to her nominated bank account on 1 March 2018.  

Arrears of allowance due from 11 January 2018 to 28 February 2018 have also issued.  

The person concerned was notified on 22 February 2018 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRYY01400Supplementary Welfare Allowance Payments

27/02/2018WRYY01500695. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason a €70 supplementary payment has ceased in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9915/18]

27/02/2018WRYY01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ac-
cording to the records of this department there was no awarded claim in the name of the person 
concerned.  An officer of the Department will contact the person concerned today in order to 
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discuss her options.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRYY01700Carer’s Allowance Appeals

27/02/2018WRYY01800696. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [9916/18]

27/02/2018WRYY01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was re-
ferred to an Appeals Officer on 23rd February 2018, who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRYY02000Invalidity Pension Applications

27/02/2018WRYY02100697. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress to date in the determination of eligibility for an invalidity pension in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9935/18]

27/02/2018WRYY02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The lady referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with ef-
fect from the 15 February 2018.  Payment will issue to her nominated bank account on the 15 
March 2018.  Any arrears due from 15 February 2018 to 14 March 2018 (less any overlapping 
social welfare payment) will issue in due course.  The lady in question was notified of this deci-
sion on the 23 February 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRYY02300Carer’s Allowance Appeals

27/02/2018WRYY02400698. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [9946/18]

27/02/2018WRYY02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):  
The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
referred to an Appeals Officer on 23rd February 2018, who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

27/02/2018WRYY02600Carer’s Allowance Applications

27/02/2018WRYY02700699. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [9955/18]

27/02/2018WRYY02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 23 January 2018. The 
application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRYY02900Disability Allowance Payments

27/02/2018WRYY03000700. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a reply will issue to correspondence from a person (details supplied) regarding the 
calculation of a disability allowance arrears payment; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [9991/18]

27/02/2018WRYY03100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following a successful appeal, this gentleman has been awarded 
disability allowance (DA) with effect from 1 March 2017. He has also been awarded living 
alone allowance (LAA) and free fuel allowance (FFA) from that date.  The first payment was 
made by his chosen payment method on 31 January 2018. 

Arrears of payment due, less any necessary adjustment in respect of any overlapping pay-
ments for the period issued to the person concerned on 17 February 2018. 

Following correspondence from this gentleman regarding the calculation of his DA arrears 
payment, a reply issued to him on 23 February 2018. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRYY03200Public Services Card

27/02/2018WRYY03300701. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason a person requires a passport to obtain a public services card but then needs a 
public services card in order to renew a passport; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10003/18]

27/02/2018WRYY03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
person does not need a passport to obtain a public services card and, in certain instances, a 
person may not hold a passport.  While Irish citizens are asked to bring their passport or driv-
ing licence, a SAFE registration may proceed where these are not presented. In such cases, a 
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supervisor interview takes place in order to verify the person’s identity using the data already 
held by the Department.  

Taken individually, neither a passport, nor a driver’s license is enough to validate a person’s 
identity to SAFE level 2.  However, in combination, and with the other data and processes, 
passports and driving licences can be used in order to verify an identity to SAFE 2 level.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRYY03500Public Services Card

27/02/2018WRYY03600702. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason, if an adoption certificate does not detail a person’s birth or birth mother’s or 
father’s identities, it is needed for an adopted person to get the public services card; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10004/18]

27/02/2018WRYY03700703. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the gap an adoption certificate fills to deem an adopted person eligible for the public 
services card; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that adopted persons have to pay an 
additional €40 for an adoption certificate in order to comply with the public services card appli-
cation process; her views on whether this is fair; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10005/18]

27/02/2018WRYY03800704. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason an adopted person’s short form birth certificate is not deemed acceptable with 
regard to the public services card; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10006/18]

27/02/2018WRYY03900705. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of adopted persons who have registered for a public services card with an adop-
tion certificate; the number of such persons who have been denied a card due to not producing 
such a certificate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10007/18]

27/02/2018WRYY04000706. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her views on a situation in which an adopted person who is not aware of his or her adopted 
status discovers this information when presenting at the local Intreo centre to register for the 
public services card; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10008/18]

27/02/2018WRYY04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 702 to 706, inclusive, together.

A Public Services Card (PSC) may be issued to a person who has successfully completed 
a SAFE 2 identity registration.  The person’s Public Service Identity Dataset is verified as part 
of this process.  Adopted people are treated in the same way as other individuals in terms of 
verification of identity.  Name, date of birth, place of birth and mother’s birth surname are gen-
erally verified from the birth certificate or, in the case of an adopted person, from an adoption 
certificate. 

Generally, in the case of an adopted person, the details on the birth register will be different 
to those on the adoption register and are not consistent with their current identity.  

As my Department has access to the Irish Birth Register, the above details can be verified 
without the need for the individual to physically present a birth certificate, providing that the 
record can be located on the Register.  
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However, in contrast, my Department does not have access to the Irish Adoption Register.  
Accordingly, staff would not be aware of a customer’s adoption status.  In such circumstances, 
the individual is asked to bring a copy of their adoption certificate.  This requirement is stated 
clearly in SAFE 2 registration invitation letters and on my Department’s website. 

When a person presents for a SAFE 2 appointment without a birth certificate, and their birth 
registration details cannot be located on the Register, they are asked to contact the General Reg-
ister Office (GRO) to obtain same.  This could be a birth certificate or an adoption certificate. 
No reference to adoption is made. 

Regarding a person, unaware of their adoption status, finding this out as a result of attend-
ing for SAFE registration, this situation presents itself for such persons in all instances where 
they are required to provide their birth details, for example, passport applications. Discussions 
are ongoing with the Adoption Authority and the GRO with regard to how best to verify such 
details for adoptive persons. 

For persons adopted in Ireland, there are two forms of certificate, a full certificate and an 
abridged certificate. Both are acceptable for the purposes of SAFE registration. Where persons 
are requested by the Department to provide a birth or adoption certificate, there is a reduced fee 
of €1.00.  

With regard to the number of adopted persons who have undergone SAFE registration, the 
Department does not hold information on a person’s adoptive status. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRZZ00500Social Welfare Benefits

27/02/2018WRZZ00600707. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the way in which a person who is estranged from his or her spouse or partner for reasons 
of domestic violence can access dental benefit on the basis of his or her spouse’s PRSI contri-
butions without having to contact him or her; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[10012/18]

27/02/2018WRZZ00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
person can qualify for treatment benefit in two ways, either using their own PRSI record if they 
have the required contributions or by using their spouse’s/partner’s record if they are financially 
dependent on their spouse or partner.

Where a person is applying for the treatment benefit based on their spouse’s/partner’s PRSI 
record, they are required to complete an eligibility check form DE2, available from the service 
provider they intend to use or directly from the Department.  To ensure data protection compli-
ance (including the upcoming General Data Protection Regulation legislation) the Department 
seeks the written consent of both parties to their data being used to make the necessary enquires 
in order to check the applicants entitlement to the benefit.

The “qualified” spouse/partner is not asked to consent to their spouse getting the treatment, 
but is asked to consent to the use of their PPSN by the Department, so that their PRSI record can 
be checked to potentially qualify their dependant spouse/partner.  Where a dependent spouse/
partner indicates to the Department that they do not wish to, or are not in a position to ask their 
spouse/partner to sign the form the Department can still proceed to determine eligibility.  A pro-
tocol is in place to cover cases of domestic violence and is in operation in relation to all schemes 
and services of the Department.
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27/02/2018WRZZ00800Tús Programme

27/02/2018WRZZ00900708. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if her attention has been drawn to the concerns expressed by a number of community 
and voluntary organisations responsible for the implementation of the community work place-
ment scheme Tús in relation to plans to reduce the number of placements available in future in 
view of reduced unemployment figures and the changing jobs market; if consideration will be 
given to proposals to maintain the number of placement places available in regions in which 
demand for the scheme remains consistent and in which the local labour market has remained 
relatively unchanged; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10123/18]

27/02/2018WRZZ01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Tús 
is one of a range of supports provided by my Department to cater for long-term unemployed 
jobseekers and those most distant from the labour market.  It provides part-time temporary 
work in local communities, as a stepping-stone back to employment.  However, it is important 
to note that these placements are not full-time sustainable jobs and are designed to break the 
cycle of unemployment and maintain work readiness, thereby improving a person’s opportuni-
ties of returning to the labour market or getting a job for the first time.  The scheme commenced 
operation in 2011 as a response to the high level of unemployment and the large numbers on 
the Live Register at that time.  There are 47 Local Development Companies (LDCs), as well as 
Údarás na Gaeltachta, involved in the delivery of the Tús programme - known as Implementing 
bodies (IBs).   

The Deputy will appreciate that the reduction in the unemployment rate is a factor in recruit-
ment to all programmes.  Long-term unemployment is expected to fall further this year in line 
with the continuing forecasted fall in overall unemployment. 

The Deputy will appreciate that given the welcome improvements in the labour market in 
recent years with reducing numbers of long-term unemployed on the Live Register, which is 
the target cohort for Tús, it is proving difficult to fill the number of places available nation-
wide.  However, changes were introduced recently to the selection criteria for Tús which should 
broaden the availability of Tús to a greater number of people on the live register.  This includes 
an increase in the percentage of assisted referrals from 20% to 30%, as well as permitting 
someone who has had a break of up to 30 days on the Live Register in the past 12 months to be 
considered eligible for Tús selection. 

In the five years since the end of December 2012, there has been a 48% fall in the numbers 
on the Live Register who are more than 1 year unemployed.  In this context the Department is 
currently engaging with the Irish Local Development Network – the representative body for the 
IBs.

The Department keeps all aspects of its activation programmes under review to ensure the 
best outcomes for participants and communities.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2018WRZZ01100Telephone Support Allowance

27/02/2018WRZZ01200709. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of reforming the telephone support allowance payment in order that it is 
available to persons in receipt of the living alone allowance or the fuel allowance; the number 
of additional persons who would qualify for the payment if that change was made; and if she 



27 February 2018

313

will make a statement on the matter.  [10127/18]

27/02/2018WRZZ01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
new weekly Telephone Support Allowance (TSA) of €2.50 will be paid from June 2018.  People 
in receipt of the Living Alone Allowance and also Fuel Allowance will automatically qualify 
for the TSA.  It is expected that approximately 124,000 customers will qualify for the scheme 
at a cost of €16.14 million in 2018. 

If recipients of either fuel allowance or the living alone allowance were allowed to receive 
the TSA it would result in an additional 412,518 people qualifying for the payment.  This would 
increase the overall annual cost of the scheme to €69.77 million, an increase of €53.63 million. 

The primary objective of the TSA is to allow the most vulnerable people access to personal 
alarms or phones for security.  The allowance will also encourage social contact and assist in 
the prevention of social isolation for those living alone.  

The criteria for the TSA are framed in order to direct the limited resources available to my 
Department in as targeted a manner as possible.  Fuel Allowance is a means tested payment 
ensuring that the TSA payment goes only to people on low income who live alone. 

Accordingly, I have no plans at this time to change the criteria for the TLA as suggested by 
the Deputy.

Any decision to do so would considerably increase the overall cost of the scheme and would 
have to be considered in the context of overall budgetary negotiations. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

27/02/2018WRZZ01400Departmental Staff

27/02/2018WRZZ01500710. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of an employment transfer application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [10182/18]

27/02/2018WRZZ01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Transfers between locations of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
are managed in accordance with protocols agreed between the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform and the relevant staff unions.  Where exceptional circumstances are advanced 
to deviate from the normal processes in this regard these are examined on a case-by-case basis, 
which includes consideration both of the case made and of the interests of other staff members.

The person referred to has not been reached on any transfer list held by the Department.  
A request was previously received to transfer him on an exceptional basis, but following full 
consideration of the case this was not agreed to.  From March 2018 transfers between the two 
locations referred to will be managed by the new Civil Service Mobility Portal and it will be 
open to the person in question to apply for transfer using the terms of that scheme.

27/02/2018WRZZ01700Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

27/02/2018WRZZ01800711. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a determination will be made in respect of a carer’s allowance application by a 
person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[10183/18]

27/02/2018WRZZ01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for Carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 6 Septem-
ber 2017.  CA is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually 
resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person who has such 
a disability that they require that level of care.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care.

The person concerned was notified on 16 January 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

  Question No. 712 answered with Question No. 54.

27/02/2018WRZZ02000Rental Accommodation Standards

27/02/2018WRZZ02100713. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if in a case in which a tenant goes to the Residential Tenancy Board regarding housing 
conditions and the matter subsequently goes to adjudication or tribunal, he will instruct the 
Board to immediately notify the relevant county council and request that payments to the land-
lord be suspended pending the outcome of this process. [9384/18]

27/02/2018WRZZ02200714. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if additional powers will be given to the Residential Tenancy Board through its procedures 
to compel landlords to rectify housing conditions when it makes determination orders; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9385/18]

27/02/2018WRZZ02300718. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will instruct local authorities to immediately cease housing assistance payments after 
the period to appeal the inspection has passed; and if fines can be issued on a weekly basis until 
the outstanding matters are rectified in the event of a building failing an engineer’s inspection. 
[10225/18]

27/02/2018WRZZ02400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 713, 714 and 718 together.

A tenant can take a case against their landlord regarding standard and maintenance of a 
dwelling.  They must first write a letter to their landlord, outlining the issues and giving them 
a reasonable period in which to rectify the situation.  If the problem persists after the letter has 
been sent, the tenant may take a case against the landlord through the Residential Tenancies 
Board.

Disputes that involve alleged breaches of minimum standards include the following:

- Allegations of breach of landlord obligations pursuant to Section 12 (1) (b) in which a 
landlord of a dwelling is obliged to carry out all such repairs necessary to ensure that a dwelling 
complies with the standards for housing and repairs and replacements of fittings necessary to 
ensure the dwelling is to a standard comparable to the condition at the commencement of the 
tenancy and in compliance with any such standards for the time being prescribed; 
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- Allegations of breach of tenant obligations, pursuant to Section 16 of the Act, to ensure 
that no act or omission by the tenant results in a breach of landlord obligations (and, in particu-
lar, the landlord’s obligations under section 18 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1992), to notify the landlord or his agent of any defects that need to be repaired and allow the 
landlord or a person acting on his behalf reasonable access to carry out such repairs. 

Section 86(1)(a) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 provides that tenants must continue 
to pay rent, pending the determination of a dispute that has been referred to the Residential Ten-
ancies Board (RTB).  It is important that a tenant must continue to pay their rent in full until the 
tenancy ends and while any RTB dispute is ongoing.  Further information on the RTB’s dispute 
resolution process can be found at the following link:

https://www.rtb.ie/dispute-resolution/dispute-resolution/dispute-resolution-process-faqs  .

Minimum standards for rental accommodation are prescribed in the Housing (Standards for 
Rented Houses) Regulations 2017.  They specify requirements in relation to a range of matters, 
such as structural repair, sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natural light and safety of gas, 
oil and electrical supply.  All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented prop-
erties comply with these Regulations. Responsibility for enforcement of the Regulations rests 
with the relevant local authority.

Under Section 34 of Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992, any person who by act 
or omission contravenes the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2017, fails to 
comply with an improvement notice, or re-lets a house in breach of a prohibition notice, shall be 
guilty of an offence and shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding €5,000 
or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or both.  If the contravention, failure to 
comply or re-letting is continued after conviction, the person shall be guilty of a further offence 
on every day on which the contravention, failure to comply or re-letting continues and for each 
such offence shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding €400 per day.  

The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is underpinned by the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2014.  Under section 41 of the 2014 Act, local authorities are required to com-
mence the inspection process within 8 months of the commencement of HAP support being 
provided in relation to a particular dwelling, if not already inspected within the previous 12 
months.  HAP may be provided on a property which is the subject of a subsisting improvement 
notice under section 18A of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992.  HAP shall not 
be, or shall cease to be, provided on a property which is the subject of proceedings or a prohi-
bition notice under section 18B of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992.  Where 
a prohibition notice has come into effect, HAP may continue to be paid for 13 weeks from the 
date of HAP commencing or the notice coming into force, as appropriate.

  Question No. 715 answered with Question No. 54.

  Question No. 716 answered with Question No. 72.

27/02/2018WRZZ02600Local Authority Members

27/02/2018WRZZ02700717. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the estimated cost to the Exchequer in a full financial year of increasing the representa-
tional allowance for local councillors from €16,565 to €25,000.  [9532/18]

27/02/2018WRZZ02800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan) (Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Representational Payment for 
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local authority elected members recognises the work that councillors volunteer to undertake 
when they stand for election and subsequently serve their community.  The amount of the Rep-
resentational Payment is linked to the basic salary of a Senator under Regulation 6(3) of the 
Local Government (Representational Payment for Members) Regulations 2001.

With effect from 1 January 2018, the Representational Payment was increased to €16,891 
per annum in line with an increase to the basic amount of a Senator’s salary from that same date 
following the implementation of the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020.  The Rep-
resentational Payment will be further increased during the term of the Agreement in proportion 
to further increases to the basic amount of a Senator’s salary.

Increasing the Representational Payment from its current level of €16,891 to €25,000 per 
annum for all 949 elected members of local authorities would cost approximately €7.7m but 
could only be provided for by way of new regulations made under section 142 of the Local 
Government Act 2001, as amended, and would require the consent of the Minister for Finance 
and Public Expenditure and Reform.  The cost of any such increase would fall to be met by 
individual local authorities.

Question No. 718 answered with Question No. 713.

27/02/2018WRZZ03000Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WRZZ03100719. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of freedom of information requests his Department has received in the 
past eight years; the number of which were accepted without further escalation and not accepted 
respectively; the number requested which were not accepted that were escalated to the Infor-
mation Commissioner; the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of 
the person requesting the freedom of information; the number of which the Information Com-
missioner ruled against his department; the number his department appealed to the High Court; 
the number the High Court ruled against his department in favour of the applicant; the number 
which were then brought to the Court of Appeal by his department; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [9294/18]

27/02/2018WRZZ03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The number of Freedom of Information requests received by my Department in the past eight 
years is detailed in the table.  All requests received are accepted and processed.  Freedom of 
Information requests may be granted, part-granted, refused, transferred or withdrawn.  Where 
a requestor is dissatisfied with a decision, they may seek an internal review.  Where the re-
questor is dissatisfied with the outcome of the internal review, they may appeal to the OIC.  The 
numbers appealed to the Office of the Information Commissioner in each of the years is also 
detailed in the table.  The Office of the Information Commissioner has, following review, found 
in favour of 14 cases, overturned 5 cases and varied the decision in 2 cases.  My Department 
has not appealed any OIC decisions to the High Court or the Court of Appeal.

No. of FOI Re-
quests Received

No of FOI   ap-
peals accepted by 
the OIC 

Number of   
Department deci-
sions affirmed

Number of   
Department deci-
sions overturned 

Number of   
Department deci-
sions varied

2010 145 figures   not 
recorded

figures   not 
recorded

figures   not 
recorded

figures   not 
recorded

2011 99 figures   not 
recorded

figures   not 
recorded

figures   not 
recorded

figures   not 
recorded

2012 184 2 1 1 0
2013 98 3 2 1 0
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No. of FOI Re-
quests Received

No of FOI   ap-
peals accepted by 
the OIC 

Number of   
Department deci-
sions affirmed

Number of   
Department deci-
sions overturned 

Number of   
Department deci-
sions varied

2014 180 2 1 0 1
2015 395 3 2 1 0
2016 393 9 6 2 1
2017 351 2 2 0 0

27/02/2018WRAAA00200National Planning Framework

27/02/2018WRAAA00300720. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when his officials briefed the media on the NPF and NDP; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9401/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Given that Project Ireland 2040 is a Government of Ireland initiative, the Department of An 
Taoiseach through its Strategic Communications Unit had overall responsibility for arrange-
ments surrounding the launch of Project Ireland 2040, including arrangements for media and 
other briefings.   

As part of such arrangements, my Department’s National Planning Framework team sup-
ported a number of briefing sessions with different media commentators on 14 and 15 February 
and again on the morning of the launch in Sligo on 16 February.    Question No. 721 answered 
with Question No. 76.

27/02/2018WRAAA00500Ministerial Meetings

27/02/2018WRAAA00600722. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a request has been received for a meeting with his Department from a group (details 
supplied) to discuss matters relating to the local shoreline; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9459/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I received a request in recent days from this group, through my 
colleague Minister of State Sean Kyne, TD, to meet with me.  The group will be contacted with 
a response once due consideration has been given to the request.

27/02/2018WRAAA00800Nitrates Usage

27/02/2018WRAAA00900723. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the distance within which spreading of slurry can occur in respect of the boundary of a house. 
[9469/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The European Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2017 
give legal effect in Ireland to the Nitrates Directive and to our Nitrates Action Programme 
(NAP). The Regulations focus, inter alia, on the management of livestock manures and other 
fertilisers.  

In accordance with the requirements of these regulations, all fertilisers should be stored and 
managed in a responsible manner to ensure the protection of water quality. The Regulations do 
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not specify distances in relation to spreading fertiliser in proximity to dwellings.  In order to 
protect water quality, however, they do include provisions regarding the required distances for 
spreading organic fertiliser from a surface watercourse, a borehole and a spring or well used for 
the abstraction of water for human consumption.  

Local authorities, under the supervision of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), are 
the authorities charged with the monitoring and enforcement of these regulations.

27/02/2018WRAAA01100Housing Data

27/02/2018WRAAA01200724. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of households on the waiting list in County Waterford; and the length of time 
each has been waiting. [9470/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA01300725. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of households on the waiting list in counties Wexford, Carlow, Kilkenny and 
Tipperary; and the length of time each has been waiting. [9471/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA01400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 724 and 725 together.

Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each housing 
authority area are provided in the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA).  
The most recent SSHA, carried out in 2017, details the number of households on all local au-
thority waiting lists as at 28 June 2017.

The results of the SSHA are available on my Department’s website and include breakdowns 
by each local authority across a range of categories. The 2017 report also includes the results 
of the 2016 summary for comparative purposes. Full details in relation to the 2017 assessment 
are available on my Department’s website, at the following link and the specific information 
sought by the Deputy can be found at Appendix One: http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/
files/publications/files/sha_summary_2017.pdf.

The SSHA is now being carried out an annual basis.  I expect the results of the 2018 sum-
mary to be available for publication later in the year.

27/02/2018WRAAA01600Local Authority Housing Funding

27/02/2018WRAAA01700726. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the applications made by Waterford City and County Council to his Department for fund-
ing for housing over the past five years. [9472/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA01800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
As the Deputy will appreciate, my Department is in receipt of a large volume of applications 
for funding across a wide range of capital and current related housing programmes for all local 
authorities, including Waterford City and County Council.  Therefore, my Department is not in 
a position to provide details of all applications over the past five years. 

In relation to applications made, my Department has approved a range of projects for Wa-
terford City and County Council and those in the pipeline can be viewed in the latest status 
report for social housing construction projects, as at end Q3 2017.  This report contains key 
information on social housing construction activity in all local authority areas and is available 
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on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following weblink: http://rebuildingireland.ie/install/
wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Q3-2017-Construction-Status-Report.pdf.

The Q3 2017 report details 772 schemes recently completed, on site, or undergoing plan-
ning, design or procurement, which will deliver some 12,300 homes across all local authorities.  

In overall terms, significant progress is being made under the Government’s Rebuilding 
Ireland Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness.  Over 7,000 new homes were brought into 
the active social housing stock through build, acquisitions, voids and leasing programmes in 
2017.  This is a 40% increase on what was planned for the year and a 24% increase over what 
was achieved in 2016.  

Under Rebuilding Ireland, funding has been put in place to accelerate the delivery of social 
housing across all local authority areas, including Waterford City and County Council.  €6 
billion in exchequer investment has been secured to support its implementation and to deliver 
50,000 social housing units through build, refurbishment, acquisitions and leasing, over the 
period to 2021. 

Further updates on progress under Rebuilding Ireland can be viewed at the following we-
blink: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news-page/.

A wide range of social housing statistical information on the various housing schemes oper-
ated by local authorities is also available at the following weblink:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/local-authority-housing-scheme-statis-
tics.

27/02/2018WRAAA01900Housing Policy

27/02/2018WRAAA02000727. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his views on the report by the Joint Committee on Housing, Planning and Local 
Government entitled Safe As Houses (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9498/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA02100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I have read the report entitled Safe as Houses: A Report on Build-
ing Standards, Building Controls and Consumer Protection, published by the Joint Committee 
on Housing, Planning and Local Government on 24 January 2018.

It should be noted that in response to the many building failures that emerged in the last 
decade, my Department has been working on a building control reform agenda, including the 
following:

- the introduction of the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2014, which require 
greater accountability in relation to compliance with Building Regulations in the form of statu-
tory certification;

- working closely with the Local Government Management Agency on the oversight and 
governance of the local authority Building Control System to improve its effectiveness; and

- progressing primary legislation, the Building Control (Construction Industry Register Ire-
land) Bill 2017, to develop and promote a culture of competence, good practice and compliance 
with the building regulations in the construction sector.



Questions - Written Answers

320

I will, of course, consider the recommendations contained in the report with a view to iden-
tifying any additional reasonable and appropriate measures that may be taken in the interests 
of strengthening the building control reform agenda underway, as well as increasing account-
ability and compliance in the construction industry. 

With regard to private limited companies providing structural defect insurance cover for 
new houses, their operations are regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. As is the case for any 
private company, their operations are a matter for the management and Board of Directors. I 
have no function in this regard.

In general, building defects are matters for resolution between the contracting parties in-
volved: the homeowner, the builder, the developer and/or their respective insurers, structural 
guarantee or warranty scheme.  It is important to note that while my Department has overall 
responsibility for establishing and maintaining an effective regulatory framework for building 
standards and building control it has no general statutory role in resolving defects in privately 
owned buildings, including dwellings, nor does it have a budget for such matters.

 Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2014 primary responsibility for compliance of 
works with the requirements of the Building Regulations, rests with the owners, designers and 
builders of buildings.  Enforcement of the Building Regulations is a matter for the 31 local 
building control authorities who have extensive powers of inspection and enforcement under 
the Acts and who are independent in the use of their statutory powers.

27/02/2018WRAAA02200Fire Stations Upgrade

27/02/2018WRAAA02300728. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when construction is due to commence on the new fire station in Ballinamore, County 
Leitrim; the expected completion and opening date of same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9506/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA02400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The provision of fire services in local authority areas, including the 
establishment and maintenance of fire brigades, the assessment of fire cover needs and the pro-
vision of premises, is a statutory function of the individual fire authorities under the provisions 
of the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003.  My Department supports the fire authorities through 
setting general policy, providing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational 
and other related matters and providing capital funding for priority infrastructural projects.

In February 2016, my Department announced a five-year Fire Services Capital Programme 
with an allocation of €40 million, based on an annual €8 million allocation, to be used for the 
purchase of fire appliances and specialist equipment, building or upgrading of prioritised Fire 
Stations, an upgrade of the Communications and Mobilisation system and improvements to 
Training Centres. 

With regard to Ballinamore fire station, correspondence was initially received in August 
2007 outlining works required.  Further to this, a Capital Appraisal was requested in Janu-
ary 2008 and received by my Department in March 2010.  A further report was submitted 
by Leitrim County Council in August 2015 detailing a remedial works/refurbishment project 
costing €120,000.  This fire station project has been included under the five-year Fire Services 
Capital Programme and is listed as one of the stations to undergo remedial/upgrade works. 

In July 2017, the Council requested approval for additional works to the initial proposal at a 
total cost of €400,000.  My Department requested a detailed cost plan and description of these 
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proposed works.  Following the receipt and evaluation of this information, it was decided to 
approve Leitrim County Council to proceed to tender stage. 

I understand that following this approval tender documents were prepared for the appoint-
ment of consultants to design the new station, obtain the necessary permissions (planning, fire 
safety certificate & disability access certificate), prepare construction tender documentation and 
supervise construction.  In December 2017, these tender documents were forwarded to seven 
practices seeking tenders.

By the closing date of 18 January 2018, four valid tenders were received by Leitrim County 
Council.  These tenders were assessed and further clarification sought/received.  A preferred 
service provider has been identified  and a ‘cooling off’ period is now in place with an expira-
tion date of 28 February 2018.  Following this, Leitrim County Council will be able to formally 
appoint a designer for this project.  It is planned to submit an application for Part VIII planning 
approval on or before 9 April 2018 for presentation at the Council meeting of 2 July 2018. It is 
expected that construction work will commence on the project in Q3 2018.

My Department  continues to  work with Leitrim County Council in  progressing this proj-
ect.  The projects in the capital programme are reassessed on an annual basis and priority may 
be adjusted to bring forward projects offering best value-for-money and to take account of the 
state of readiness of projects generally.

27/02/2018WRAAA02500Fire Stations Upgrade

27/02/2018WRAAA02600729. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when works are due to commence on the extension to Drumshanbo fire station; the 
expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9508/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA02700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The provision of fire services in local authority areas, including the 
establishment and maintenance of fire brigades, the assessment of fire cover needs and the pro-
vision of premises, is a statutory function of the individual fire authorities under the provisions 
of the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003. My Department supports the fire authorities through 
setting general policy, providing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational 
and other related matters and providing capital funding for priority infrastructural projects.

In February 2016, my Department announced a five-year Fire Services Capital Programme 
with an allocation of €40 million, based on the current annual €8 million allocation, to be used 
for the purchase of fire appliances and specialist equipment, building or upgrading of prioritised 
Fire Stations, an upgrade of the Communications and Mobilisation system and improvements 
to Training Centres. 

With regard to Drumshanbo fire station, correspondence was initially sent to my Depart-
ment in January 2016 outlining works required.  This fire station project has been included un-
der the five-year Fire Services Capital Programme and is listed as one of the stations to undergo 
remedial/upgrade works.  In April 2017, the Council submitted drawings and a cost plan of the 
proposed extension to the fire station at a total cost of €110,000.  Following the receipt and 
evaluation of this information, it was decided to approve Leitrim County Council to proceed to 
tender stage.

I understand that following this approval, the appropriate documentation was prepared for 
the appointment of consultants to design the new extension, obtain the necessary permissions 
(planning, fire safety certificate & disability access certificate), prepare construction tender 
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documentation and supervise construction.  In December 2017, these tender documents were 
forwarded to interested practices seeking tenders.

By the closing date of 18 January 2018, two valid tenders were received. Currently these 
tenders are being assessed by Leitrim County Council and it is hoped to formally appoint a 
designer for the project shortly.  Based on the initial design brief, it is expected that a minimum 
of two months will be assigned to the design phase of this project and a further two months 
will be required for the tendering process.  At this point, it is envisaged that construction work 
will commence, at the earliest, in August 2018 with an expected completion date of November 
2018.

Upon receipt of a tender proposal, my Department will continue working with Leitrim 
County Council to progress this project.  The projects in the capital programme are reassessed 
on an annual basis and priority may be adjusted to bring forward projects offering best value-
for-money and to take account of the state of readiness of projects generally.

27/02/2018WRAAA02800Departmental Expenditure

27/02/2018WRAAA02900730. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his Department’s capital allocation in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the areas to 
which funds will be allocated in each of those years. [9522/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA03000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The capital allocation for my department as announced in the National Development Plan 
2018-2027 for the period 2018-2022 amounts to €10.232 billion.  This allocation will be used to 
fund the programmes announced in the National Development Plan 2018-2027 in areas such as 
Housing, Urban Regeneration and Irish Water.  The annual breakdown of funding is as follows:

Capital Allocations 
2018-2022 
(€m)

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Housing, Planning & 
Local Government

€1,631 €2,033 €2,079 €2,209 €2,280

27/02/2018WRAAA03100Local Authority Members’ Remuneration

27/02/2018WRAAA03200731. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the cost of the local councillors representational allowance and the local councillors an-
nual allowance for each of the years 2011 to 2018. [9531/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA03300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Representational Payment for local authority elected mem-
bers recognises the work that councillors volunteer to undertake when they stand for election 
and subsequently serve their community. 

The following tables set out the annual amounts of the Representational Payment for elected 
members of local authorities over the period 2011 to 2018, showing adjustments made in ac-
cordance with the relevant provisions of the FEMPI Acts 2009-2015 and the Public Service Pay 
and Pensions Act 2017. 
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Local authority From  1 January 
2010

From  1 July 2013 From 1 April 2017 From 1 January 
2018

County  Councils, 
City Councils, and 
City and County 
Councils

€16,724 €16,565 €16,645 €16,891

Local authority From 1 January 2010 From 1 July 2013 until the disso-
lution of town councils under the 
2014 local government reforms

Borough councils, and the 
town councils of Athlone, Bray, 
Dundalk, Ennis and Tralee

€8,362 €8,283

Other rating town councils to-
gether with the non-rating town 
councils of   Balbriggan, Droi-
chead Nua, Greystones, Leixlip, 
Mullingar, Portlaoise and   Shan-
non

€4,181 €4,141

All other non-rating town councils €2,281 €2,253

The total estimated cost of the Representational Payment was approx. €17.9 million per 
annum prior to the implementation of the 2014 local government reforms and approx. €15.7 
million per annum thereafter. This will increase to approx. €16 million for 2018 following the 
increase to the Representational Payment from 1 January 2018.

Elected members of local authorities also receive a composite annual expenses allowance 
designed to defray in a structured way reasonable expenses incurred by them in attending meet-
ings associated with their council business. This is calculated using a formula based on the dis-
tance from their home to the council offices, standard civil service travel and subsistence rates 
and a notional number of meetings which a local authority would be expected to hold in a year 
based on 4 meeting bands. 

Under section 142(3)of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended, local authorities are 
required to maintain public registers of attendances at meetings and payments made to elected 
members. This information may be viewed on each local authority website.

My Department has estimated, based on a minimum travel distance of 16km from Council 
Headquarters to a member’s residence, that, prior to the implementation of the 2014 local gov-
ernment reforms, the total annual cost of expenses allowance payments made to 1,627 elected 
members in 114 local authorities was approx. €6 million per annum. The total estimated mini-
mum cost following the implementation of the 2014 reforms is €5.2 million per annum paid to 
949 elected members in 31 local authorities.     Question No. 732 answered with Question No. 
58.

27/02/2018WRAAA03400Housing Loans

27/02/2018WRAAA03500733. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if an anomaly will be addressed in view of the fact that this will have the effect of putting a 
person through unnecessary expense in securing planning permission for a site when the person 
may not ultimately receive approval for a loan under the scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9561/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): It 
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continues to be the case under the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, as with the previous local 
authority housing finance offerings, that applicants applying for loan approval to build their 
own home are required to have, in respect of the site on which the construction is to occur, full 
planning permission in place prior to submitting a loan application.  Local authorities cannot is-
sue an offer of finance for a self-build project, without planning permission first being in place.    
Question No. 734 answered with Question No. 54.

27/02/2018WRAAA03700Local Authority Housing Funding

27/02/2018WRAAA03800735. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the detail of funding allocated by Westmeath County Council for 2017; and the amount spent in 
terms of the rental accommodation scheme, housing assistance payment and long-term leasing 
arrangements. [9587/18]

27/02/2018WRAAA03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The three current expenditure funded social housing schemes, which include the Rental Ac-
commodation Scheme (RAS), the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) and the Social Housing 
Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP), are critical components of the accelerated delivery 
of social housing envisaged under Rebuilding Ireland.  It is anticipated that more than 111,000 
households will have their housing need met by one of these schemes in the period to 2021.  
A specific budgetary allocation is not made on a county by county basis under these schemes; 
rather, in order to ensure that the maximum output can be achieved, funding is available on the 
basis of performance and capacity to deliver new social homes using these schemes.

SHCEP supports the delivery of social housing by providing financial support to local au-
thorities for the long term leasing of houses and apartments from private owners, developers 
and Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs).  Properties made available under the programme are 
used to accommodate households from local authority waiting lists.  Leased properties are 
allocated to tenants in accordance with the relevant local authority’s allocation scheme.  My 
Department recoups the cost of the agreements that are made with private property owners, 
including AHBs, to the local authorities.  Expenditure includes the ongoing cost of contractual 
arrangements and relevant cost of new contracts made within the year.

Total Exchequer funding for SHCEP in 2017 was €83.947m; of this amount, a total of  
€1,714,383 was recouped to Westmeath County Council.  This supported the ongoing contrac-
tual commitments of 341 dwellings, operational at end 2017.

The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a flexible and immediate housing support that is 
now available to all eligible households throughout the State.  There are currently over 33,000 
households in receipt of HAP and over 20,000 separate landlords and agents providing accom-
modation to households supported by the scheme.  HAP commenced in Westmeath County 
Council on 1 December 2016 and the total numbers of active HAP tenancies at end 2017 was 
366.  The 2017 average monthly rent paid to landlords under the HAP scheme in Westmeath 
was €540.

In respect of the provision of HAP funding, Limerick City and County Council provides a 
highly effective HAP transactional shared service on behalf of all local authorities.  This HAP 
Shared Services Centre (SSC) manages all HAP related rental transactions for the tenant, local 
authority and landlord.  Accordingly, my Department does not recoup individual local authori-
ties in respect of HAP rental payments in their administrative areas but rather recoups all land-
lord costs via the HAP SSC. 
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My Department has, since 2015, provided local authorities with a HAP administrative pay-
ment of €150 per HAP household on the basis of the cumulative number of new households 
supported through HAP in each year.  This administrative payment recognises the resources 
required to manage the HAP process by local authorities.  Westmeath County Council has re-
ceived a HAP administrative payment of €24,150 in respect of households supported by them 
at mid-year 2017.

RAS was established in 2004 and placed responsibility on local authorities to meet the ac-
commodation needs of people in receipt of Rent Supplement for 18 months or longer, and who 
are assessed as having a long-term housing need.  RAS provides a more structured, accommo-
dation-based approach to the use of the private rented sector to meet long-term housing need, 
thereby eliminating dependence on temporary income support payments, i.e. rent supplement.  
On a phased basis, long-term Rent Supplement recipients will transfer to social housing and 
have their longterm housing need met by local authorities under the RAS.  

At 31 December 2017, 60,338 households with a long-term housing need have been trans-
ferred from Rent Supplement to RAS and other social housing solutions nationally.  Of these, 
34,493 were housed directly under RAS and a further 25,895 were accommodated under other 
social housing options, excluding HAP.  Since the first transfers commenced in 2005 to end of 
December 2017, Westmeath County Council has transferred 1,105 Rent Supplement recipients 
directly to RAS and a further 341 to other social housing options, excluding HAP. 

A total of €134.338 million was allocated to RAS in 2017.  Of this, the total RAS expen-
diture in 2017 for Westmeath County Council was €3,902,877.  This funding supported the 
continuing cost of Westmeath County Council’s 575 existing RAS contracts at the beginning 
of 2017, as well as the transfer of an additional 100 tenancies from Rent Supplement to RAS 
during 2017.

27/02/2018WRBBB00200Local Authority Housing Eligibility

27/02/2018WRBBB00300736. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to review the income guidelines for local authority housing lists in view of rental 
increases. [9588/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 prescribe maximum net income limits for 
eligibility for social housing support for each local authority, in different bands according to the 
area, with income being defined and assessed according to a standard Household Means Policy, 
published by my Department.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band are based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country.  The limits also reflect a 
blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to the new system coming into operation, in order 
to broaden the base from which social housing tenants are drawn and thereby promote sustain-
able communities.

As part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for 
social housing supports has commenced.  I expect the results of this review to be available for 
publication later this year.
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27/02/2018WRBBB00500Anti-Social Behaviour

27/02/2018WRBBB00600737. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans to deal with landlords who ignore tenants who are engaged in anti-social behaviour.  
[9589/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Action to deal with anti-social behaviour is primarily a matter for An Garda Síochána.  

The Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2016 sets out the rights and obligations of tenants and 
landlords in the private rented sector and the Approved Housing Body sector.  Under section 
16(h) of the Residential Tenancies Act, a tenant shall not engage, nor allow their visitors to 
engage, in anti-social behaviour.  Section 17 of the Act defines anti-social behaviour to include 
behaviour that: constitutes the commission of an offence reasonably likely to affect directly the 
well-being or welfare of others; could cause fear, danger, injury, damage or loss to certain per-
sons; or persistently prevents or interferes with the peaceful occupation of others in the property 
or neighbourhood.  

Under section 15 of the Act, a landlord owes to each person who could be potentially af-
fected a duty to enforce the tenant’s obligations and section 77 provides that third parties who 
are directly and adversely affected by tenants engaging in anti-social behaviour may, subject to 
certain conditions, refer a complaint to the RTB for resolution, where a landlord has failed to 
enforce their tenant’s obligations.  Further information can be obtained on the RTB’s website 
at www.rtb.ie  .

In relation to tenants engaging in anti-social behaviour in a local authority dwelling, the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997 provides for a court order on application by the 
tenant, tenant purchaser or the housing authority or approved body concerned, which has the 
effect of excluding a household member engaged in anti-social behaviour from the dwelling 
and, if appropriate, from the estate in question for a maximum period of 3 years.  The Act also 
empowers a housing authority to refuse to allocate or sell a dwelling to a person engaged in 
anti-social behaviour or in the interest of good estate management.  

The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 strengthened the powers of housing au-
thorities in relation to securing excluding orders where there is anti-social behaviour in their 
housing stock.  Part 2 of the 2014 Act prescribes procedures to deal with serious breaches of 
the tenancy agreements for their dwellings, including anti-social behaviour and strengthens the 
power of housing authorities to recover possession of their dwellings from households in seri-
ous breach of their tenancy agreements, including engaging in anti-social behaviour.

Section 35 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 requires each housing au-
thority, by reserved function, to adopt an ‘‘anti-social behaviour strategy’’ for the prevention 
and reduction of anti-social behaviour in its housing stock.  

Such strategies apply to dwellings let under the Housing Acts 1966 to 2009 and dwellings let 
under Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) Availability Agreements (Chapter 4), as defined 
in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009.  The tenancy agreement and legislation, 
which forms an integral part of the anti-social behaviour strategy, allows for a more targeted 
approach in dealing with persons engaged in anti-social behaviour and to avoid, if possible, the 
eviction of an entire household.   

In respect of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme, under section 45(6) of the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014, local authorities may refuse to provide, or cease 
providing, housing assistance in respect of a qualified household where the local authority 
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considers that any household member is or has been engaged in anti-social behaviour.  Under 
this section, the local authority may also refuse to permit a person who proposes to take up or 
resume residence or enter or be in a dwelling the subject of housing assistance where the local 
authority considers that the person is or has been engaged in anti-social behaviour.  As they are 
private rental tenancies, the provisions of the Residential Tenancies Acts also apply to tenancies 
in the RAS and HAP schemes.  It is a matter for local authorities to assess whether housing ap-
plicants are engaging in anti-social behaviour.

27/02/2018WRBBB00800Planning Issues

27/02/2018WRBBB00900738. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on whether a process of public notification should be enacted in advance of a 
private residential dwelling having a change of use to a commercial property, that is, a change 
of use from a private dwelling to a guest house or a change of use from a private dwelling to 
one used for residential care for commercial purposes. [9614/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB01000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, all 
development, including a material change of use, unless specifically exempted under the Act or 
associated Regulations, requires planning permission.

Section 4 of the Act and Article 6 and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regula-
tions 2001 (as amended) set out in more detail the various exemptions from the requirement to 
obtain planning permission.  Furthermore, Article 10 of the Regulations provides that certain 
changes of use, with regard to particular classes of use, are also exempted from the requirement 
to obtain permission.  Any such exemptions are subject to compliance with any general restric-
tions on exemptions set out in the Act or the Regulations and to the specific conditions set out 
in each class of exempted development in Schedule 2 of the Regulations.

Article 10(4) of the 2001 Regulations provides that:

‘Development consisting of the use of not more than 4 bedrooms in a house, where each 
bedroom is used for the accommodation of not more than 4 persons as overnight guest ac-
commodation, shall be exempted development for the purposes of the Act, provided that such 
development would not contravene a condition attached to a permission under the Act or be 
inconsistent with any use specified or included in such a permission.’

It is important to note that, for the purposes of Article 10(4), the Regulations provide that 
“house” does not “include a building designed for use or used as 2 or more dwellings or a flat, 
an apartment or other dwelling within such a building”.

Part (f) of Class 14 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the 2001 Regulations provides an exemption 
for development consisting of a change of use from use as a house, to use as a residence for 
persons with an intellectual or physical disability or mental illness and persons providing care 
for such persons, subject to conditions and limitations.

The exemptions provided for in the 2001 Regulations are kept under regular review.  Ex-
emptions from the requirement to obtain planning permission in respect of specific forms of 
development are provided for when they are considered to be consistent with proper planning 
and sustainable development.  If an exemption is not provided for in the Act or associated Regu-
lations, planning permission is required, under which a number of public notifications are made 
during the consideration of the application.
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I am satisfied that the current arrangements for the consideration of planning applications 
allow for extensive public participation in the decision-making process and I have no proposals 
to amend the legislation in this regard.

27/02/2018WRBBB01100Building Regulations Compliance

27/02/2018WRBBB01200739. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if section 3(5) of the Building Control Act 1990 requires that each building to 
which the building regulations apply must be designed and constructed in accordance with the 
provisions of those regulations; the way in which local authorities ensure compliance and en-
forcement of section 3(5); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9616/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB01300740. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if his Department has now fully investigated all alleged building insulation and 
fire safety defects, in particular, in respect of timber frame buildings in an area (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9617/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB01400741. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he will report on safety risks with regard to timber frame buildings; the way in 
which local authorities and his Department ensure enforcement of all building regulations in 
timber framed properties in particular those built during the boom; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [9618/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB01500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 739 to 741, inclusive, together.

Section 3(5) of the Building Control Act 1990, provides that every building to which build-
ing regulations apply shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the provisions of 
such regulations.

Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2014, primary responsibility for compliance of 
works with the requirements of the Building Regulations, including Part B (Fire Safety), rests 
with the owners, designers and builders of buildings.  Enforcement of the Building Regulations 
is a matter for the 31 local building control authorities, who have extensive powers of inspection 
and enforcement under the Acts and who are independent in the use of their statutory powers.

In general, building defects are matters for resolution between the contracting parties in-
volved, the homeowner, the builder, the developer and/or their respective insurers, structural 
guarantee or warranty scheme.  It is important to note that while my Department has overall 
responsibility for establishing and maintaining an effective regulatory framework for building 
standards and building control, it has no general statutory role in resolving defects in privately 
owned buildings, including dwellings, nor does it have a budget for such matters.

In August 2017, I published a Framework for Enhancing Fire Safety in Dwellings, where 
concerns arise.  The Framework is intended to be used as a guide by the owners and occupants 
of dwellings where fire safety deficiencies have been identified, or are a cause for concern.  The 
Framework will also be of assistance to professional advisors both in developing strategies to 
improve fire safety and in developing strategies to enable continued occupation in advance of 
undertaking the necessary works to ensure compliance with the relevant Building Regulations.

In response to the many building failures that have emerged over the past decade, my De-
partment introduced the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2014, which require 
greater accountability in relation to compliance with Building Regulations in the form of statu-
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tory certification of design and construction by registered construction professionals and build-
ers, lodgement of compliance documentation, mandatory inspections during construction and 
validation and registration of certificates.

A Certificate of Compliance on Completion is jointly signed by the builder and the assigned 
certifier.  This must be accompanied by plans and documentation to show how the constructed 
building complies with the building regulations and also the inspection plan, as implemented.

In parallel with the 2014 Regulations, a project is in place in the Local Government Man-
agement Agency to improve the effectiveness of the Building Control System.  A number of 
enhancements have been delivered to date and others are in progress, including: 

1. To facilitate the consistent implementation of the changes introduced by the 2014 Regu-
lations, the electronic administration of building control functions and to provide a common 
platform for clear and consistent administration of building control matters across the local 
authority sector, the Building Control Management System (BCMS) IT system was developed. 

2. To standardise work practices, systems, procedures and decision-making in relation to 
oversight of building control activity across the sector, a “Framework for Building Control 
Authorities” was developed and first published in September 2014 and revised in June 2016.

3. To further support local building control authorities in their daily activities, a compliance 
support work stream has been developed.  A number of frequently asked questions have been 
answered through this system. 

4. To support staff in building control authorities to carry out their work effectively, training 
programmes have been developed. 

5. To increase the level of meaningful inspections of building activity, a BCMS module is 
currently being developed to collect data at commencement, which will further inform building 
control staff in planning risk based targeted inspections.

The Local Government Management Agency is working towards encapsulating all these 
work streams into a centralised structure for the governance and oversight of Building Control.  
This structure will ultimately be a shared service embedded in a lead local authority. 

At the end of May 2017, the Government approved the draft heads of a Bill to place the 
Construction Industry Register Ireland (CIRI) on a statutory footing and the Bill was referred 
to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Housing, Planning, and Local Government for pre-legis-
lative scrutiny.  I received the Committee’s report on 14 December 2017 and I am considering 
its recommendations, with a view to progressing the drafting as soon as possible.

Once it is enacted, the Bill will provide consumers who engage a registered builder with the 
assurance that they are dealing with a competent and compliant operator and will complement 
the reforms which have been made through the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 
and contribute to the development of a culture of competence and compliance in the construc-
tion sector.

With regard to timber framed construction, in accordance with the recommendations of 
the Timber Frame Housing Report, a standard in relation to timber frame construction was de-
veloped. Irish Standard 440: 2009/A1:2014 Timber Frame Construction, Dwellings and other 
Buildings (I.S. 440) specifies requirements for materials, design, manufacture, construction 
details, site work and quality control for platform timber frame construction.  It requires that 
the responsibilities for the tasks involved in the planning, structural design, site erection and 
inspection be agreed and recorded prior to the commencement of each project.  I.S. 440 also 
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gives specific details relating to fire, including the construction of separating walls, horizon-
tal and vertical fire stopping, cavity barriers and detailed fire stopping junctions for walls and 
floors and service penetrations.

I understand that I.S. 440 is currently under review, and it is intended that both external and 
party wall new constructions and methods will be included in the next revision of the document.  
Manufacturers of timber frame buildings are assessed under an approval scheme operated by 
the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) for compliance with I.S. 440 requirements 
including Factory Production Control (FPC) and a register of compliant manufacturers is avail-
able on the NSAI website at https://www.nsai.ie/Our-Services/Certification/Company-Regis-
tration-Search.aspx. 

It should also be noted that my Department has recently issued guidance on Timber Frame 
Walls, which have been tested to the European fire test standard and meet the performance set 
down in Technical Guidance Document B (TGD B) for external and separating walls in dwell-
ings.  This has been transmitted to all registered users of the Building Control Management 
System and to all Building Control Authorities.

In relation to fire safety, work has been on-going to review TGD B – Fire Safety (2006) 
and a new Part B/ TGD B Volume 2 (2017) came into force on 1 July 2017.  This Volume 2 ap-
plies to dwelling houses only.  Important revisions in the TGD B Volume 2 include enhanced 
provision for fire detection and alarm systems in dwelling houses, guidance on fire safety in 
community dwelling houses, guidance on timber frame construction, including new provisions 
in respect of timber frame party walls, enhanced provisions in respect of loft conversions, new 
provisions for galleries in dwelling houses and other general updates.  A revised Volume 1 is 
being prepared for public consultation.

27/02/2018WRBBB01800Social and Affordable Housing Provision

27/02/2018WRBBB01900742. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his Department’s policy on and the progress being made to establish a national 
construction and development corporation to deliver social and affordable housing; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [9634/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The statutory responsibility for the delivery of social and affordable housing, including the 
ongoing maintenance of social housing stock, is a matter for the local authority sector.  I have 
no plans to change this at this time, given the fact that the sector is successfully delivering so-
cial housing in support of the targets set down under Rebuilding Ireland.  This was evident in 
the Social Housing Output indicative figures published last month, showing that nearly 26,000 
households had their social housing need met in 2017. 

I expect 2018 to be another strong year for the delivery of social homes, while the intro-
duction this year of the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, the Affordable Purchase Scheme and 
the Affordable Rental Scheme will see important advances in these areas.  The Affordable 
Purchase Scheme will see affordable homes built initially on State land, in co-operation with 
local authorities.  With the Affordable Rental Scheme, a pilot project is being undertaken with 
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, in conjunction with the Housing Agency and an 
Approved Housing Body (AHB), using publicly-owned land.  To further assist in this work, I 
announced following my review of Rebuilding Ireland, that Minister of State Damien English 
will lead a new delivery team in my Department working with local authorities and AHBs on 
social housing delivery.  This will further add to the impetus already in place for the delivery of 



27 February 2018

331

much needed social housing homes across the country, by local authorities and AHBs.

These initiatives being advanced with local authorities as well as AHBs further illustrate 
that the model we now have is delivering across the key thematic areas of social and affordable 
housing in line with the objectives under Rebuilding Ireland.  Accordingly, the establishment of 
a new delivery structure is unnecessary.

There remains further significant potential for the delivery of social and affordable homes 
from the State’s land bank.  While I am continuing to work with the local authority Chief Exec-
utives on this, I have established a dedicated Residential Land Management and Development 
Group to oversee this important work.  

From a longer-term strategic perspective, as part of Project Ireland 2040, the Government 
announced on 16 February its intention to establish a new National Regeneration and Develop-
ment Agency, which will have a role in managing the State’s wider publicly-owned land bank to 
ensure that overall development needs, including housing, are met.  The new Agency will work 
closely with local authorities, Government Departments, and other State and semi-State bodies 
to secure the best use of public lands and ensure the delivery on the objectives of the National 
Planning Framework and the National Development Plan.

27/02/2018WRBBB02100Local Authority Housing Data

27/02/2018WRBBB02200743. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of new builds of local authority housing units that were completed in 2017 by 
county. [9670/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Through the supports made available from my Department under Rebuilding Ireland, funding 
is available to all local authorities to deliver additional social housing stock through new con-
struction projects, the acquisition of new and previously owned houses/apartments and through 
working with approved housing bodies under a range of delivery options.

Provisional details on social housing delivery in 2017 were published on 15 January 2018 
and are available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/
sites/default/files/publications/files/ri_report_housing_completions_2017.pdf  .

Page 2 of the report shows indicatively that 2,245 social homes were delivered through the 
build programmes encompassing local authority and approved housing body construction and 
new social homes built through the Part V mechanism. This is further broken down as follows:

New Builds Nos.
Local authorities build (inc. standard con-
struction projects, turnkey construction, 
rapid build and regeneration)

 1,058

Approved Housing Bodies build  799
Home delivered through Part V arrange-
ments

 388

A breakdown of these numbers across all local authority areas for 2017 will be published 
on my Department’s website following  completion of the necessary validation process which 
is currently underway.  In the meantime, validated data in respect of delivery up to the end of 
quarter 3 of 2017 is published and available at the following link on my Department’s website: 
http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-hous-
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ing-provision  .

27/02/2018WRBBB02400Coastal Zone Management

27/02/2018WRBBB02500744. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to parliamentary Question No. 611 of 20 February 2018, the extent of the area of 
the County Clare coastline that is under consideration to be included in the proposed harvesting 
licence. [9672/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB02600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): The application in question includes an area of Clare 
Coastline from the Clare/Galway border around to Rinn Point in Ballyvaghan Bay. 

27/02/2018WRBBB02700Mortgage Arrears Proposals

27/02/2018WRBBB02800745. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he has satisfied himself regarding the adequacy of resources available to his 
Department to deal with the consequences of the housing crisis (details supplied); his plans 
to introduce the extra supports required to deal with this ongoing issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8417/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Instances of households, who were previously homeowners, presenting to homeless services 
following mortgage arrears and repossession of the family home are extremely rare.  The Gov-
ernment is committed to supporting households in long-term mortgage arrears to remain in 
their homes where possible.  There are currently two Mortgage to Rent schemes funded by 
my Department.  One of the schemes provides that a local authority can acquire ownership of 
properties with unsustainable local authority mortgages, thus enabling the household to remain 
in their home as a social housing tenant.  The second scheme provides that an approved hous-
ing body can acquire ownership of a property with an unsustainable private mortgage from a 
lender, while also allowing the household to remain in their home as a social housing tenant.  
Both schemes are part of the overall suite of social housing options and an important part of the 
mortgage arrears resolution process.  These schemes target only the most acute arrears cases 
where a mortgage is clearly unsustainable.

Where households do end up residing in emergency accommodation, for whatever reason, 
there are a range of services available to families during the duration of their stay, as well 
as supports to assist such households secure new independent tenancies.  Long-term housing 
needs will be met through a range of social housing supports, including the Housing Assistance 
Payment (HAP) scheme and general social housing allocations.  Progress is being made in this 
regard and during 2017, over 4,000 adults that were homeless, or at risk of homelessness, en-
tered into sustainable independent tenancies.

In this regard, I recently notified housing authorities of the availability of exchequer funding 
to support a new initiative to exit homeless individuals and households from emergency accom-
modation.  It is now open to housing authorities to implement a ‘place-finder’ service, similar 
to that which has been operating successfully in Cork and Dublin.  This service will provide 
assistance to homeless households to secure a HAP tenancy.  Place-finder services will assist 
such households to seek out properties in the rented sector that are suited to the household’s 
particular needs and will provide access to deposits and advance rental payments. 
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27/02/2018WRBBB03000Rental Sector

27/02/2018WRBBB03100746. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the difficulties faced by persons renting private 
properties that have been given notice to vacate and the lack of options persons in this predica-
ment face in view of the volatile market and lack of social housing; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9778/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): A 
number of measures have been introduced in recent years with the objective of improving se-
curity of tenure for tenants.  Security of tenure provisions under the Residential Tenancies Acts 
2004-2016 apply once a tenant has been in occupation of a dwelling for a continuous period of 6 
months, with no notice of termination having been served during that time.  Section 34 provides 
that a landlord must state a reason for the termination in any notice served, in line with those 
set out in section 34 of the Act.

The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body 
under the Acts to operate a national tenancy registration system and to resolve disputes between 
landlords and tenants.  Section 56 of the Act provides that, where there is an abuse of the termi-
nation procedure in section 34, a tenant may bring a complaint to the RTB on the basis that they 
have been unjustly deprived of possession of a dwelling by their landlord.  Further information 
from the RTB is available at www.rtb.ie/tenants   and through the RTB helpline - Lo-call on 
0818 30 30 37 (mobile operators may charge a premium rate to the Lo-call number) or 01 702 
8100 - available from Monday to Friday, 8:30am to 6.30pm. 

The so-called ‘Tyrrelstown amendment’, included in the 2016 Planning and Development 
(Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act, already limits the ability of landlords to use the 
grounds of sale to terminate tenancies, provided for in section 34 of the Residential Tenancies 
Act.  Where a landlord proposes to sell 10 or more units within a single development at the 
same time, that sale will now be subject to the existing tenants remaining in situ, other than in 
exceptional circumstances.

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2015, enacted on 4 December 2015, provided 
that notice periods for the termination of further Part 4 tenancies, i.e. tenancies that extended 
beyond 4 years, be extended pro rata in line with the length of the tenancy, subject to caps of 
224 days for termination by landlords and 112 days for terminations by tenants (previously 112 
days for landlords and 56 days for tenants). 

Furthermore, the Strategy for the Rental Sector, published in December 2016, recognises 
rapidly increasing rent prices as the most significant challenge to security of tenure in the rental 
sector at present.  Where tenants cannot afford their rents, their tenancies are not secure and 
evictions for non-payment of rent may ensue.  

To address this, the Government introduced, through the 2016 Act, the concept of Rent Pres-
sure Zones (RPZs) to moderate the rate of rent increases in those areas of the country where 
rents are highest and rising quickly.  The 2016 Act also gave effect to other actions to address 
tenants’ security, including the abolition of a landlord’s right, during the first 6 months of a fur-
ther Part 4 tenancy, to end that tenancy for no stated ground, and the extension of the term of 
Part 4 tenancies from 4 to 6 years.

In September 2017, as part of the review of the Rent Predictability Measures, I announced 
a series of further measures in relation to the rental sector, including a two-year change plan 
to develop and strengthen the role of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB), particularly with 
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regard to enforcement.

With regard to social housing supply, the Government has made housing a top priority and, 
through the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan, has a framework in place to deliver an increase 
and acceleration in the supply of high quality housing, including social and affordable homes, 
particularly in the major urban areas where demand is greatest.

Rebuilding Ireland contains a suite of actions that will increase housing construction and 
refurbishment.  Under Pillar 2 of the Action Plan, 50,000 new social homes will be delivered 
by 2021, supported by €6 billion in exchequer funding.  Of these, 33,500 homes will be pro-
vided through direct construction and refurbishment and as of Quarter 3 of 2017, there were 
over 12,000 new homes in the social housing construction pipeline, including those on site or 
recently completed, and this is being added to on a weekly basis.  I expect to provide a further 
update on social housing construction activity in the coming weeks.

27/02/2018WRBBB03300Rent Pressure Zones

27/02/2018WRBBB03400747. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he has satisfied himself that the rent pressure zones are working adequately to 
tackle the housing crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9779/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Section 24A of the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2016 sets out the procedure for the Minis-
ter to prescribe, by order, an area as a Rent Pressure Zone.  It provides that the Housing Agency, 
in consultation with the relevant housing authority, may make a written proposal to the Minister 
that an identified area be prescribed as a Rent Pressure Zone.  Within 1 week of receipt of such 
a proposal, the Minister shall request the Director of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) 
to furnish him, within 2 weeks, with a report on whether the proposed area satisfies the criteria 
specified in subsection 24A(4) for designation as a Rent Pressure Zone.

The criteria to be satisfied by an area under section 24A(4) of the Residential Tenancies Acts 
for designation as a Rent Pressure Zone are as follows:

(a) the information relating to the area, as determined by reference to the information used 
to compile each quarterly RTB Rent Index report, shows that the annual rate of increase in the 
average amount of rent for that area is more than 7% in each of at least 4 of the 6 quarters, pre-
ceding the period immediately prior to the date of the Housing Agency’s proposal. 

(b) the average rent for the area in the last quarter, as determined by reference to the infor-
mation used to compile the RTB Rent Index, is above the average national rent (commonly 
referred to as the Rent Index national standardised rent) in the last quarter.

The Housing Agency will continue to monitor the rental market and may recommend fur-
ther areas for designation.  Where, following the procedures set out in the Act, it is found at a fu-
ture date that additional areas meet the criteria, they will be designated as Rent Pressure Zones.  

The RTB’s news page link in relation to its Rent Index - https://onestopshop.rtb.ie/news/
latest-data-from-rtb-quarterly-rent-index-q3-2017/   - provides access to the most recent RTB 
Rent Index quarterly report (for Q3 2017) and summarises its key findings.  Information is also 
provided as part of the RTB’s education and awareness campaign relating to Rent Pressure 
Zones. 

Table 9 in the RTB Rent Index report illustrates the recent rent changes at Local Electoral 
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Area (LEA) level.  The table outlines for each LEA the number of quarters within the last 6 
Quarters where the annualised rent increases have been greater than or equal to 7% and how 
rent levels in each LEA compares to the Rent Index national standardised rent.

In September 2017, as part of the review of the Rent Predictability Measures, I announced a 
series of measures in relation to the rental sector, including a two-year change plan to develop 
and strengthen the role of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB), particularly with regard to 
enforcement.

Charging rents above those permitted by the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2016 will 
become an offence and the RTB will be provided with the required powers of enforcement so 
that it will no longer be solely up to the tenant to initiate a dispute.  A landlord will be required 
to notify the RTB of any exemption claimed from the rent increase limits and the RTB will be 
empowered to take follow up enforcement action, if required.  These changes will strengthen 
the impact of the Rent Predictability Measure and will further slow the growth in rents.  These 
enhanced enforcement procedures to be introduced in 2018 will reform the Rent Pressure Zone 
mechanism to deliver a more effective and transparent approach to its operation. 

The Government has given priority to the drafting and early publication of a Residential 
Tenancies (Amendment) Bill to address this and other urgent issues in the rental sector. 

27/02/2018WRBBB03600Home Loan Scheme

27/02/2018WRBBB03700748. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to extend the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme in view of demand; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9780/18]

27/02/2018WRBBB03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following a review of the two existing local authority home loan schemes, the House Purchase 
Loan and the Home Choice Loan, a new loan offering - the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan - 
was introduced on 1 February 2018.

Funding of €200 million for the new Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan has been raised by the 
Housing Finance Agency (HFA) on a fixed rate basis for periods out to thirty years maturity.  
Based on the pricing achieved, local authorities can offer a first tranche of fixed-rate annuity 
finance to eligible borrowers at rates of 2.0% and 2.25% per annum, for terms of up to twenty 
five and thirty years respectively, up to an aggregate maximum of €200 million.  

As the available funding under the first tranche reduces towards €50 million, the HFA will 
access new funding at the prevailing rates in the market and will make available a second 
tranche to local authorities which will be accessed once the first tranche is fully advanced.

27/02/2018WRCCC00200Housing Data

27/02/2018WRCCC00300749. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the details of applications made by Wicklow county council to his department for funding 
for housing over the past five years; the number of persons on the housing waiting list in the 
county; the length of time each applicant has been waiting; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9820/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
As the Deputy will appreciate, my Department is in receipt of a large volume of applications 
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for funding across a wide range of capital and current related housing programmes for all local 
authorities, including Wicklow County Council.  Therefore, my Department is not in a position 
to provide details of all applications over the past five years. 

In relation to applications made, my Department has approved a range of projects for Wick-
low County Council and those in the pipeline can be viewed in the latest status report for social 
housing construction projects, as at end Q3 2017.  This construction status report contains key 
information on social housing construction activity in all local authority areas and is available 
on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following weblink:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/install/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Q3-2017-Construction-Sta-
tus-Report.pdf  .

The Q3 2017 report details 772 schemes recently completed, on site, or undergoing plan-
ning, design or procurement, which will deliver some 12,300 homes across all local authorities.  

In overall terms, significant progress is being made under the Government’s Rebuilding 
Ireland Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness.  In relation to full year outputs for 2017, 
provisional details on the number of social housing homes delivered across the country, were 
published on 15 January 2018.  Over 7,000 new homes were brought into the active social hous-
ing stock through build, acquisitions, voids and leasing programmes in 2017.  This is a 40% 
increase on what was planned for the year and a 24% increase over what was achieved in 2016.  
A breakdown of these homes in terms of build, refurbishment, acquisitions and leasing, across 
all local authority areas, including Wicklow, will be made available shortly, following comple-
tion of the necessary validation process. 

Under Rebuilding Ireland, funding has been put in place to accelerate the delivery of social 
housing across all local authority areas, including Wicklow County Council.  €6 billion in ex-
chequer investment has been secured to support its implementation and to deliver 50,000 social 
housing units through build, refurbishment, acquisitions and leasing, over the period to 2021. 

Further updates on progress under Rebuilding Ireland can be viewed at the following we-
blink:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news-page/  .

A wide range of social housing statistical information on the various housing schemes oper-
ated by local authorities is also available at the following weblink:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/local-authority-housing-scheme-statis-
tics  .

With the increased national target of 50,000 under Rebuilding Ireland, increased targets 
for social housing delivery via build, acquisition and leasing arrangements have recently been 
issued to all local authorities.  The revised targets are based on the number of households quali-
fied for social housing support in each housing authority area as recorded in the statutory Sum-
mary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA).  

The most recent SSHA carried out in 2017 details the number of households on all local 
authority waiting lists as at 28 June 2017.  The results of the SSHA are available on my Depart-
ment’s website and include breakdowns by each local authority across a range of categories.  
The 2017 report also includes the results of the 2016 summary for comparative purposes.  Full 
details are available at the following link and the specific information sought by the Deputy can 
be found at Appendix One: 
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http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/sha_summary_2017.pdf  .

The SSHA is now being carried out an annual basis.  I expect the results of the 2018 sum-
mary to be available for publication later in the year.

27/02/2018WRCCC00500Housing Assistance Payment Eligibility

27/02/2018WRCCC00600750. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the statutory basis on which local authorities and the Dublin Region Homeless Executive 
allow persons to qualify for homeless HAP if they have a notice from their landlord to terminate 
their existing tenancy within the next 28 days; the basis on which 28 days is set;; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9921/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Any household assessed as eligible for social housing is immediately eligible for housing sup-
port through the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme.  Once a household has been 
deemed eligible for social housing support, it is a matter for the local authority to examine the 
suite of social housing supports available, including the HAP scheme, to determine the most 
appropriate form of social housing support for that household in the administrative area of that 
local authority.  This function also includes determining when it is appropriate to refer a house-
hold for Homeless HAP Place Finder services. 

The Homeless HAP supports and Place Finder Service have been operational since Febru-
ary 2015, across the four housing authorities in the Dublin Region, and are being implemented 
through the Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE).  The focus of the interventions re-
mains the transitioning of qualified households from emergency accommodation, including 
hotels, into private rented tenancies.  To qualify for these specific additional supports available 
to homeless households, a household must have been determined by the relevant local author-
ity to be homeless within the meaning of section 2 of the Housing Act 1988.  The operation of 
local homeless services, including the Place Finder Service, is a matter for each local authority.

27/02/2018WRCCC00800Property Registration

27/02/2018WRCCC00900751. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to parliamentary question number 251 of 20 February 2018, if he has received 
representations to facilitate infrastructure projects such as aviation fuel pipelines by changing 
property ownership legislation relating to cases in which some property owners have their lands 
registered to the centre of the road; his plans to amend existing legislation in this context; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9945/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006, the Property Registration Authority (PRA) 
was established as and from 4 November 2006.  The PRA replaces the Registrar of Deeds and 
Titles as the registering authority in relation to property registration in Ireland and, subject to 
the above Act, is independent in the performance of its functions.

When title or ownership is registered by the PRA, all relevant details concerning the prop-
erty and its ownership are entered on documents known as folios.  These form the registers 
maintained in the PRA and such property is known as registered land, as every transaction on a 
property is registered on a folio.  The folio is guaranteed by the State to be a confirmed record 
of the title to the property to which it refers.
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The PRA also maintains maps or title plans  of property described in the registers.  These 
maps do not indicate whether a boundary includes a hedge, wall, ditch etc., so the registers are 
therefore not conclusive as to boundaries.  Any dispute as to boundaries must be resolved by the 
relevant parties - if they cannot reach agreement it is a matter for the courts to resolve.

 I have no plans to amend current legislation in this regard.

27/02/2018WRCCC01100National Planning Framework

27/02/2018WRCCC01200752. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a motion by a group (details supplied) will be reviewed and its concerns addressed; if 
rural housing for persons living in rural areas will be facilitated in the plan; if the re-opening of 
the Ulster canal is a key infrastructural project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9989/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The National Planning Framework (NPF) was published by Government on 16 February 2018, 
alongside the National Development Plan 2018-2027 as part of Project Ireland 2040.  

The NPF sets out an ambitious high-level, national vision for Ireland for 2040, and provides 
the framework and principles to manage future population and economic growth over the next 
20 years (catering for around 1 million extra people, 660,000 extra jobs and 550,000 extra 
homes).

The framework will be followed by three Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies, being 
prepared by the Regional Assemblies over the course of 2018, which will link strategic plan-
ning and investment at the national level with the physical planning and local economic and 
community development functions of local authorities.

The NPF places a strong emphasis on maintaining the fabric of our rural communities, 
supporting the growth of rural towns while recognising the need for the open countryside to 
continue to be a living and lived-in landscape, and investing to support job creation.  The NPF 
is a national plan, with a high-level ambition of creating a single vision, a shared set of goals 
for every community across the country, and to deliver on these in a way that makes sense for 
our communities, rural and urban alike. 

In addition, the Action Plan for Rural Development, published on 23 January 2017, takes a 
whole-of-Government approach, led by my colleague, the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development, to the economic and social development of rural Ireland and will act as an over-
arching structure for the co-ordination and implementation of rural initiatives across Govern-
ment Departments and other public bodies.

Section 4.3 of the National Development Plan commits the Government to the next stage 
of the restoration of the Ulster Canal in County Monaghan, while the NPF recognises the po-
tential role of greenways such as the Ulster Canal Greenway for an enhanced tourism offering 
throughout the border area. 

27/02/2018WRCCC01400National Planning Framework

27/02/2018WRCCC01500753. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the implications for an organisation (details supplied) in being included in the recently 
published national planning framework; the schemes available for this organisation to assist it 
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develop the projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10041/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
developing the National Planning Framework (NPF) document, case studies aligned with the 
National Strategic Outcomes set out in Chapter 10 were included for demonstration purposes 
to highlight exemplary outcomes, whether for local communities or in terms of having a wider 
regional and national impact.  

This case study referred to above was included as an exemplar of innovation, regional en-
terprise and community development in a remote rural area. 

While the inclusion of specific case studies should not be construed as a commitment to 
funding support, Project Ireland 2040 sets out an array of capital investment proposals, as dis-
tinct from wider current expenditure programmes, that the organisations concerned may benefit 
from, subject to satisfying the relevant terms and criteria.

27/02/2018WRCCC01700Dumping at Sea

27/02/2018WRCCC01800754. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his department received a formal request from Donegal county council to investigate the 
contents of potentially toxic materials dumped off the coast between 2015 and 2017 and to date 
in 2018; if there has been formal communication between the local authority and his department 
in relation to the 2010 OSPAR Commission report into past dumping at sea of chemical weap-
ons and munitions in the OSPAR maritime area which gave details of chemical munition dump 
sites off the County Donegal coast; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10054/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department has not received any request from Donegal county council to investigate the 
contents of potentially toxic materials dumped off the coast between 2015 and 2017 and to date 
in 2018, nor has Donegal County Council contacted the Department concerning the chemical 
and munitions dumpsites off the County Donegal coast. 

The Department is aware of historical chemical and munitions dumpsites off the County 
Donegal coast.  The UK Ministry of Defence undertook sea dumping of chemical weapons 
stocks and conventional munitions as a means of disposing of redundant and surplus stocks and 
dealing with the legacy of weapons produced in the World Wars.

Information on the precise location of the dump sites used by the UK for the dumping of 
chemical weapons between 1945 and 1957 in waters adjacent to Irish territorial waters and the 
volume and composition of the weapons has, in the past, been made available to the Govern-
ment.  Information in regard to the dumping off the Donegal coastline has been available since 
1986 and in the public domain for a number of years.

The OSPAR convention provides the mechanism by which 15 countries in the Northeast 
Atlantic region and the EU cooperate to protect and sustainably use the environment of the 
Northeast Atlantic. 

The OSPAR Commission adopts an ecosystem based approach to its work and has five sub-
committees looking after biological diversity, human activities, off-shore industry, hazardous 
substances and eutrophication and radioactive substances.  The Environmental Impact of Hu-
man Activities committee deals with dumped conventional and chemical munitions

The OSPAR Human Activity Committee coordinates the annual collection of information 
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on encounters with all types of munitions from Contracting Parties (the countries) and pub-
lishes maps recording these encounters.  Ireland carried out this co-ordination work on behalf 
of OSPAR until 2017. 

Ireland currently holds the Vice Chair of OSPAR.  Our engagement with OSPAR is headed 
up by my Department with committee and expert input from the Department of Communica-
tions, Climate Action & Environment, the Environmental Protection Agency and the Marine 
Institute.

If the general public spots a suspicious item or possible munitions washed up on shore they 
should not approach it under any circumstance and immediately contact An Garda Síochána 
who will, in turn, contact the Defence Forces. 

If fisherman and sea users encounter a suspicious item at sea the Marine Notice 16 of 2001 
gives guidelines for dealing with “(i) Explosives Picked Up At Sea In Trawls Or Sighted And 
(ii)The Removal Of Explosive Items From Wrecks”.  This notice covers chemical and con-
ventional munitions and requires all encounters with such munitions to be reported to the Irish 
Navy and the Irish Coast Guard.

27/02/2018WRCCC02000Seaweed Harvesting Licences

27/02/2018WRCCC02100755. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if his attention has been drawn to concerns that seaweed harvesting rights may be 
granted to international undertakings potentially threatening the livelihood of indigenous com-
panies; the measures he is putting in place to protect the long term health of seaweed stocks, the 
potential for local employment and the sustainability of the marine environment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10066/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): Under the Foreshore Act 1933, I have responsibil-
ity for regulating the harvesting of wild seaweed.  I have no statutory role in the promotion or 
development of the seaweed industry.

A number of applications to harvest wild seaweed along the west coast are on hand in my 
Department.  During the course of assessing these applications, it became clear that certain 
rights to harvest seaweed exist.  My Department is in the process of ascertaining, with the as-
sistance of the Attorney General, the legal interface and relationship between these traditional 
harvesting rights and the current applications. 

These applications, most of which are by companies, are effectively on hold until such time 
as my Department is in a position to bring clarity to the regulatory regime applying to the har-
vesting of wild seaweed.  At that point the applications on hand will come before me for deter-
mination.  Work on this complex legal issue is continuing and I hope to have made substantial 
progress on the matter in the second quarter of this year.

27/02/2018WRCCC02300Irish Water Administration

27/02/2018WRCCC02400756. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if a matter (details supplied) will be addressed regarding the response time for questions to Irish 
Water. [10070/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
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Based on enquiries made by my Department, I understand that a response to the queries raised 
by the Deputy was issued by Irish Water on 23 February 2018.  My Department has been ad-
vised that Irish Water has apologised for any delay in the response.

My Department is in contact with Irish Water to reiterate the importance of the effective 
operation of the mechanisms in place to deal with queries that Deputies have on specific issues 
in relation to water services.

27/02/2018WRCCC02600Local Authority Housing Data

27/02/2018WRCCC02700757. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of direct build local authority houses he expects to take place in 2018; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10106/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC02800758. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number and location of local authorities that have advanced plans to provide local 
authority houses on publically owned lands in the next twelve months; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10107/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC02900761. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of families rehoused by Kildare county council in each of the past three 
years and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10110/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC03000762. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of houses and new housing starts in each of the counties immediately 
adjacent to Dublin city and county over the past 12 months; the expectation in this regard in the 
next twelve months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10111/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC03100767. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of direct build local authority houses anticipated for County Kildare in 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10116/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 757, 758, 761, 762 and 767 together.

The Government has made housing a top priority and, through the Rebuilding Ireland Ac-
tion Plan, has a framework in place to deliver an increase and acceleration in the supply of high 
quality housing, including social and affordable homes, particularly in the major urban areas 
where demand is greatest.

In order to directly influence and generate supply of new homes, Rebuilding Ireland con-
tains a suite of actions that will increase housing construction and refurbishment.  Under Pillar 
2 of the Action Plan, 50,000 new social homes will be delivered by 2021, supported by €6 bil-
lion in exchequer funding.  Of these, 33,500 homes will be provided through direct construction 
and refurbishment.  Significant progress has been made in increasing the build programmes 
of local authorities and approved housing bodies and there are over 12,000 new homes in the 
social housing construction pipeline, including those on site or recently completed, and this is 
being added to on a weekly basis. 

With the funding made available in Budget 2018, the aim is to meet the housing needs of 
almost 25,500 households during 2018.  Central to this delivery will be the construction of 
3,800 new homes by local authorities and approved housing bodies, through direct build, turn-
key developments and rapid delivery projects.  This construction programme, underpinned by 
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a multi-faceted Action Plan, is the correct way to make a fast and sustainable response to the 
housing crisis. 

All local authorities are undertaking social housing construction including on publicly 
owned lands.  This can be seen in the Social Housing Construction Status Reports which my 
Department publishes quarterly.  These reports provide information on the construction pro-
gramme underway for each local authority area, including Kildare and other counties adjacent 
to Dublin.  The last published report sets out the position at the end of quarter 3 of 2017 when 
there were over 3,600 new social homes on site and under construction and a further 2,000 new 
homes with approval to appoint contractors and move onto the construction phase.  That report 
is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: 

http://rebuildingireland.ie/install/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Q3-2017-Construction-Sta-
tus-Report.pdf  .  

It will be these schemes that will form the bulk of the housing starts and delivery of the 
3,800 homes targeted through new builds in 2018.  The precise timing for the advancement of 
each of these projects, including completion dates and tenanting, is a matter in the first instance 
for the relevant local authorities.  However, my Department is working closely on delivery is-
sues with all local authorities, including with Kildare County Council.  This includes the work 
of a new housing delivery team under Minister of State Damien English and through quarterly 
meetings to address challenges that might arise with individual projects.

Kildare County Council, along with all other local authorities, is being funded to signifi-
cantly increase its delivery of social housing as part of Rebuilding Ireland.  Additional social 
homes being brought on stream in Kildare are allocated by the Council in accordance with sec-
tion 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated Regulations.  Such 
allocations are a matter for the Council and my Department does not hold detailed information 
on allocations.

27/02/2018WRCCC03400National Planning Framework

27/02/2018WRCCC03500759. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the extent to which facilities are available to meet the housing needs of the indigenous 
rural population throughout rural Ireland by way of ensuring an adequate number of houses in 
keeping with good planning principles to facilitate in so far as is possible the indigenous needs 
of those living in rural areas thereby reducing the impact on housing lists; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10108/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC03600765. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the degree to which the national planning framework will accommodate the hous-
ing needs of the indigenous rural population with particular reference to the need to ensure that 
planning permission continues to be available subject to normal planning regulations to rural 
families thereby ensuring the future of rural communities and rural services such as schools; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10114/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 759 and 765 together.

Project Ireland 2040, within which the National Planning Framework (NPF) sits, will ensure 
that we maintain the fabric of our rural communities, support the growth of rural towns while 
recognising the need for the open countryside to continue to be a living and lived-in landscape, 
and invest to support job creation.  The NPF is a national plan, with a high level ambition of 
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creating a single vision, a shared set of goals for every community across the country, and to 
deliver on these in a way that makes sense for our communities, rural and urban alike. 

The Framework recognises the need for sustainable and coordinated development of our 
towns, villages and rural communities.  To this end, Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies 
will also be developed, which will link strategic national planning and investment with region-
al-scale physical planning and the local economic and community development functions of 
local authorities. 

In addition, the Deputy will be aware that the Action Plan for Rural Development, published 
on 23 January 2017, takes a whole-of-Government approach, led by my colleague, the Minister 
for Rural and Community Development, to the economic and social development of rural Ire-
land and will act as an overarching structure for the co-ordination and implementation of rural 
initiatives across Government Departments and other public bodies.

A high proportion of overall national house-building taking place in rural areas points to 
the degree to which indigenous communities in rural areas are being facilitated in meeting their 
housing needs locally, with a degree of overspill development from cities and towns as well.

In addition, my Department’s 2005 Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Ru-
ral Housing are designed to ensure that planning authorities strike a balance between managing 
the future of rural areas from a development perspective and at the same time enabling housing 
requirements of rural communities to be met.  The Guidelines set out how planning authorities 
should frame their development plan policies for the different types of rural areas which may 
exist within the development plan area.  These types of areas range from rural areas close to 
cities and towns at risk of overspill development and more remote areas with low levels of de-
velopment pressure and consistent patterns of population decline.  The Guidelines also set out 
policy advice on issues such as access to appropriate wastewater treatment facilities, potential 
impacts of the development on groundwater, landscape, natural and cultural heritage and ad-
dressing road safety issues (e.g. frontage onto national roads). 

I am satisfied that a sufficiently flexible and robust policy framework is in place to ensure 
that rural communities can meet their housing needs and that the National Planning Framework   
reinforces this. 

27/02/2018WRCCC03800Homeless Persons Data

27/02/2018WRCCC03900760. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of homeless persons in County Kildare that have been offered and received 
accommodation from the local authority in the past twelve months; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10109/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC04000774. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of persons in emergency accommodation for longer than six months in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10170/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC04100775. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of persons in emergency accommodation for longer than six months in 
County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10171/18]

27/02/2018WRCCC04200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 760, 774 and 775 together.
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My Department publishes reports on a monthly basis regarding the number of individuals 
utilising emergency accommodation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities.  
These reports include a county breakdown of the homeless adult population.  These official 
homeless reports are published on my Department’s website and can be accessed using the fol-
lowing link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.

These monthly reports do not include details with regard to exits and long-term home-
lessness; such information is provided to my Department quarterly on a regional, rather than 
county, basis.  The administration of homeless services is organised on a regional basis as this 
approach is considered more effective, bringing a strategic perspective to bear on action to 
address homelessness, including avoidance of over-concentration of homelessness services in 
certain areas and promoting appropriate regional availability of services, consistent with need.  
In this regard, Kildare is included in the Mid-East Region along with the counties of Meath and 
Wicklow, while Laois is included in the Midlands Region along with the counties of Longford, 
Offaly and Westmeath.  

The most recently submitted reports to my Department indicate that on the last day of 2017, 
36 adults in the Midlands Region and 142 adults in the Mid-East Region were in emergency 
accommodation for longer than six months.  The Mid-East report also outlined that 150 adults 
were supported by the housing authorities to exit emergency accommodation into sustainable 
independent tenancies in 2017. 

Questions Nos. 761 and 762 answered with Question No. 757.

27/02/2018WRDDD00300Housing Data

27/02/2018WRDDD00400763. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the degree to which he expects to meet the imminent demand in respect of housing 
following the displacement of tenants from private accommodation for a variety of reasons and 
the immediate needs of such tenants; if he has satisfied himself that the various local authorities 
can meet this need as required and at the same time deal with those that have been on the local 
authority waiting lists for several years in view of the lack of appropriate emergency accom-
modation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10112/18]

27/02/2018WRDDD00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
terms of meeting the need of households on waiting lists across the country, Rebuilding Ireland 
set ambitious targets for social housing delivery and there is an accelerated delivery programme 
in place for 2018 and the years beyond.  Last year, I secured an additional €500 million dur-
ing Budget 2018 negotiations, to increase the social housing delivery ambition from 47,000 
to 50,000 social housing homes by end 2021. Combined with the target to deliver just under 
88,000 tenancies under the Housing Assistance Payment and Rental Accommodation Schemes, 
this means that we will meet the needs of just under 138,000 individuals and families over the 
lifetime of the Rebuilding Ireland plan.

It should be noted that we are making good progress, with just under 45,000 households 
having  their social housing need met since Rebuilding Ireland was initiated. Indeed, I recently 
published details of the social housing delivery ambition to 2021 against the delivery achieved 
at end 2017 and this information can be accessed at the following web link:

 http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuildingplay-ireland-progress-vs-targets-2016-2021/  .

The Government is committed to addressing the use of hotels for emergency accommoda-
tion and we are working closely with the local authorities to secure the necessary alternative 



27 February 2018

345

accommodation.  The delivery of family hubs has been an important response and there are now 
almost 500 units of family accommodation in these hubs.  These facilities offer a greater level 
of stability than is possible in hotels, with the capacity to provide appropriate play space, cook-
ing and laundry facilities.  My Department will fund and work with local authorities in relation 
to the delivery of further hubs. 

During the course of 2017, a total of 1,263 families in the Dublin Region were moved on 
from hotel and B and B accommodation arrangements into either independent tenancies or 
more appropriate hub accommodation. Nationally last year, over 4,000 exits from homelessness 
were achieved into sustainable tenancies in local authority and Approved Housing Body hous-
ing  and HAP supported accommodation. Every effort will continue to be made to achieve the 
maximum number of exits from homelessness this year, assisted by the recent extension to all 
local authorities of the Homeless HAP placefinders service, which has been a key response in 
Dublin and in Cork since its introduction there last year. 

In relation to the rental market and the particular pressures faced by tenants, the Govern-
ment has also prioritised a range of actions to ensure that existing rent predictability measures, 
such as the Rent Pressure Zones (RPZs) and increased security of tenure, are fully respected 
and enforced.

With well over half of all tenancies now covered by RPZs, we are making sure that all land-
lords comply with the 4% maximum annual rent increases and we are bringing forward legisla-
tion to give the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) increased enforcement powers to act where 
these new rules are not being applied.  This legislation will also make it an offence to break the 
RPZ rules. In addition, the RTB published a guidance note in late November on the “substantial 
change” exemption in RPZ areas which will make it clearer for landlords and tenants.

Another key policy that will help to deliver more new properties for rent, and more af-
fordable rental properties, is the finalisation of new apartment planning and design guidelines 
(which issued for consultation in December 2017), which will facilitate more cost-effective and 
flexible design to meet different rental market segments. The new guidelines also facilitate the 
development of specific build-to-rent developments as well as shared accommodation rental 
models, which are suited to city centre development at scale and which will help to boost the 
supply of urban core rental accommodation at more affordable levels, in line with the National 
Planning Framework principle of delivering compact city centre living as opposed to continued 
outward sprawl.

27/02/2018WRDDD00600Housing Loans

27/02/2018WRDDD00700764. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he will examine the need to install a robust local authority housing loan system 
similar to that available in the 1980s with the objective of ensuring that families that do not 
qualify for local authority housing on income grounds can apply for a loan to buy or construct 
their own houses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10113/18]

27/02/2018WRDDD00800771. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the income qualification guidelines, upper and lower limits, for qualification for 
a housing loan from the local authority; if applicants need to be on the local authority housing 
list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10120/18]

27/02/2018WRDDD00900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 764 and 771 together.
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Following a review of the two existing local authority home loan schemes, the House Pur-
chase Loan and the Home Choice Loan, I have introduced, from 1 February 2018, a new loan 
offering, known as the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.  The new loan will enable credit worthy 
first time buyers to access sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand prop-
erties in a suitable price range.  The low rate of fixed interest associated with the Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan provides first time buyers with access to mortgage finance that they may 
not otherwise be able to afford at a higher interest rate.

Single applicants for the loan must not be earning greater than €50,000 gross per annum.  
The combined income of joint applicants must not be greater than €75,000 per annum.  There 
are no set minimum income limits; however, applicants do need to have sufficient borrowing 
and repayment capacity and must be capable of repaying the mortgage in accordance with the 
statutory credit policy underpinning the loan.  These income limits are unchanged from the 
previous local authority loan offerings.

Full details of the loan’s eligibility criteria and other information is available from the dedi-
cated Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan website: http://rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie/  .  Any per-
son who meets the eligibility criteria may apply for a loan regardless of whether or not they are 
on the local authority housing list or qualified for social housing support.

  Question No. 765 answered with Question No. 759.

27/02/2018WRDDD01100Local Authority Housing

27/02/2018WRDDD01200766. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if local authorities are free to provide direct build local authority houses for rural 
dwellers that can provide a site through family or other means; his plans to ensure that this 
means of addressing the housing lists at local level can be encouraged; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10115/18]

27/02/2018WRDDD01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
It is a matter for each local authority to determine the nature, location and relative priority of 
individual social housing projects for their areas. In submitting proposals for funding to my 
Department in respect of new social housing projects, local authorities may include proposals 
for single social houses in rural areas where they have identified and prioritised such need and 
the issue of site availability is one for the local authority.

Local authorities now have substantial pipelines of new social construction housing proj-
ects, ranging from larger to smaller scale developments, details of which have been published 
and are available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: 

http://rebuildingireland.ie/install/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Q3-2017-Construction-Sta-
tus-Report.pdf  .     

I am keen that they advance all of these as soon as possible and have assured them that fund-
ing is available to fully support their efforts in this regard. 

Question No. 767 answered with Question No. 757.

27/02/2018WRDDD01500Local Authority Housing

27/02/2018WRDDD01600768. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
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Government the extent to which construction companies have been approached with a view to 
providing direct build local authority houses in counties Kildare, Wicklow and Meath; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10117/18]

27/02/2018WRDDD01700769. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if a cost benefit analysis has been carried out on a proposal to encourage construction 
companies to build local authority houses on county council lands in counties Kildare, Wicklow 
and Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10118/18]

27/02/2018WRDDD01800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 768 and 769 together.

The delivery of social housing in each local authority area is a matter in the first instance 
for the local authorities themselves. However, I would encourage all local authorities, including 
those in Kildare, Wicklow and Meath, to use all available approaches to expedite delivery of 
new social homes. 

This can include local authority managed construction projects, those advanced with ap-
proved housing bodies, Part V agreements with developers, turnkey construction in partnership 
with developers and any other suitable arrangements with developers that deliver good quality 
and early social housing.

I am not aware of any formal cost benefit analysis on the possible direct provision of social 
housing by developers. However, all capital-funded new social housing construction projects, 
irrespective of the nature of the development, are subject to the Capital Works Management 
Framework and the Public Spending Code. Therefore, I am satisfied that appropriate value for 
money scrutiny is in place to assess all delivery proposals.

Following from the review I undertook of Rebuilding Ireland last September, my Depart-
ment established a new delivery team to work with Minister of State English and with all lo-
cal authorities and approved housing bodies in exploring all options for early social housing 
delivery.

27/02/2018WRDDD02000Local Authority Housing Data

27/02/2018WRDDD02100770. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of housing applicants on Kildare County Council’s approved housing 
list; if those on the list for ten years are being accommodated; the extent to which those that 
have recently become homeless are likely to be accommodated in parallel; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10119/18]

27/02/2018WRDDD02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each housing au-
thority area are provided in the statutory summary of social housing assessments, SSHA.  The 
most recent SSHA carried out in 2017, details the number of households on all local authority 
waiting lists as at 28 June 2017.

The results of the SSHA are available on my Department’s website and include breakdowns 
by each local authority across a range of categories. The 2017 report also includes the results of 
the 2016 summary for comparative purpose. Full details in relation to the 2017 assessment are 
available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/sha_summary_2017.pdf  .
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The SSHA is now being carried out an annual basis. I expect the results of the 2018 sum-
mary to be available for publication later in the year.

Local authorities are by law, Section 63(1) of the Local Government Act 2001, independent 
in the performance of their functions. This means that the provision of social housing support is 
entirely a matter for the local authority concerned in accordance with its allocation scheme. It 
is the local authority which assesses housing applicants, taking into account factors such as the 
condition and affordability of existing accommodation, medical and compassionate grounds, 
etc. The authority then prioritises the needs of approved applicants in accordance with its al-
location scheme. Housing authorities may prioritise certain classes of households for allocation 
on the basis of severity of need as they see fit. 

Oversight and management of the lists of qualified households awaiting accommodation, 
including the allocation and transfer of tenancies, is a matter for the relevant housing authority 
in accordance with Sections 20 and 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and 
associated social housing assessment and social housing allocation regulations. 

Question No. 771 answered with Question No. 764.

27/02/2018WRDDD02400Housing Assistance Payment

27/02/2018WRDDD02500772. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to address the inadequacies regarding the new housing assistance payment 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10128/18]

27/02/2018WRDDD02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The housing assistance payment, HAP, provides fast, flexible housing support to households in 
an area of their choice. Individuals with a housing need who in the past were reluctant to avail 
of full time work as they would lose their rent supplement support, can now move to HAP, avail 
of full-time work and retain their housing support, with an adjustment in their differential rent.

HAP is available to all eligible households in all local authority areas across the State. HAP 
has been rolled out on a statutory phased basis since September 2014 with seven local authori-
ties delivering the scheme initially, 11 more authorities added in 2015, ten added in 2016 and 
the final three Dublin authorities providing HAP from 1 March 2017. The phased nature of the 
HAP roll-out has allowed for significant learning in the operation of the scheme. In this way, 
new HAP authorities have benefited from the experience of those authorities where the scheme 
has been previously operational.  On average in 2017, 350 additional tenancies were being sup-
ported by HAP each week, with over 33,000 households currently having their housing needs 
met under the scheme, and some 20,000 separate landlords and agents currently in receipt of 
monthly HAP payments.

As HAP is a social housing support and consequently households are not eligible to remain 
on the main housing waiting list, Ministerial directions have issued to ensure that, should they 
so choose, HAP recipients can avail of a move to other forms of social housing support through 
a transfer list. With the completion of the HAP roll-out and the ending of the scheme’s pilot 
phase, a Ministerial Direction was issued instructing local authorities to continue to offer HAP 
tenants access to other forms of social housing through the transfer list. To date, more than 800 
HAP recipients have transferred to other forms of social housing support this way.

Since April 2017, following the national roll out of the scheme, in cases where a tenant cur-
rently on a local authority waiting list wishes to access rented accommodation with HAP sup-
port in another local authority area, such requests can now be facilitated under inter-authority 
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movement. In order to maintain the equitable treatment of all housing applicants, inter-authority 
movement for HAP applicants is based on the current social housing eligibility income bands, 
i.e. movement will only be facilitated across local authorities with income bands that are equal 
or higher; or where shared areas of choice are already operated.

A new HAP website, www.hap.ie   , was launched in Q1 2017 and provides prospective 
HAP tenants and landlords with the information that they need to better understand how HAP 
works.

In relation to specific HAP supports available to homeless households, the homeless HAP 
place finder service operating in the Dublin local authorities, and in Cork City Council, is a 
targeted support for homeless households who are finding it difficult to secure HAP tenan-
cies. The place finder service has been successfully utilised by the Dublin Regional Homeless 
Executive, DRHE, across the Dublin local authorities since February 2015, with more than 
2,000 households currently being supported by the Homeless HAP scheme. A similar service 
began operating in Cork City in 2017. In order to further assist homeless households in exiting 
emergency accommodation the homeless HAP place finder service, with effect from 19 January 
2018, can now be made available in each of the 31 local authority areas.  All local authorities 
are now being provided with the options to pay deposits and advance rental payments for any 
households in emergency homeless accommodation, in order to secure accommodation via the 
HAP Scheme.

I continue to keep the operation of HAP under review but I am currently satisfied with how 
the scheme is operating and I consider it to be a key vehicle for meeting housing need and ful-
filling the ambitious programme committed to under Rebuilding Ireland.

27/02/2018WRDDD02700Social and Affordable Housing

27/02/2018WRDDD02800773. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the progress being made on reducing social housing waiting lists; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10129/18]

27/02/2018WRDDD02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The implementation of the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan is well underway and 
making significant progress. This was evident in the Social Housing Output indicative figures 
published last month, showing that nearly 26,000 households had their social housing need met 
in 2017; this was building on the equivalent figure of 19,000 in 2016. 

The results of the statutory summary of social housing assessments carried out in 2017 show 
that 85,799 households were assessed as being qualified for and in need of social housing sup-
port as of 28 June 2017.  This represents a decrease of 5,801 households, or 6.3%, on the previ-
ous assessment, completed just over nine months previously in September 2016.

However, there will be no let up in the Government’s focus on this issue and the resources 
provided through Rebuilding Ireland are allowing us to respond in a significant manner.  Over 
€1.4 billion was provided for investment in housing in 2017 and this is being increased signifi-
cantly to €1.9 billion this year.

This investment will yield substantial delivery activity and ensure that we make further 
significant progress towards meeting the overall target of delivering 50,000 social homes in 
the period to 2021, through new build, refurbishment, acquisitions and leasing. That number is 
alongside an accelerated roll-out of the housing assistance payment scheme, meeting the needs 
of some 80,000 households.
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My Department now publishes social housing construction status reports on a quarterly 
basis. These reports provide information on the construction programme underway in each lo-
cal authority area. The last published report sets out the position at the end of quarter 3 of 2017 
when there were over 3,600 new social homes on site and under construction and a further 
2,000 new homes with approval to appoint contractors and move onto the construction phase. 
That report is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: 

http://rebuildingireland.ie/install/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Q3-2017-Construction-Sta-
tus-Report.pdf  .

 I am confident that the actions, targets and resources available under Rebuilding Ireland 
provide a strong platform for meeting our challenges in the housing sector and I am satisfied 
that delivery of the plan remains firmly on track.

  Questions Nos. 774 and 775 answered with Question No. 760.

27/02/2018WREEE00300Homeless Persons Data

27/02/2018WREEE00400776. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of persons sleeping rough voluntarily and involuntarily, respectively, in 
County Kildare in 2016, 2017 and January 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10172/18]

27/02/2018WREEE00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national framework of 
policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing home-
lessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommodation 
and associated services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.  The 
matter raised by the Deputy is an operational issue in the day-to-day delivery of services and is 
a matter for Kildare County Council in the first instance. 

I understand that the incidence of rough sleeping in Co. Kildare is limited to a small num-
ber of individuals with no one sleeping rough due to a lack of available services and when it 
does occur, housing authority-funded outreach workers will engage with the rough sleeper to 
encourage them to avail of services including accommodation.  The local Homeless Action 
Team also meets on a regular basis to consider the accommodation needs and support require-
ments of those homeless in Kildare.  The Housing Action Team includes participants from the 
Department of Employment Affairs & Social Protection, the Probation Services, the Health 
Service Executive’s mental health service and addiction service, service providers and housing 
authority staff.

27/02/2018WREEE00600Traveller Accommodation

27/02/2018WREEE00700777. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of funding allocated and drawn down by all local authorities for Traveller 
accommodation in 2017, in tabular form. [10173/18]

27/02/2018WREEE00800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accom-
modation) Act 1998, housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the 
accommodation needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-
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annual Traveller Accommodation Programmes, TAPs, in their areas.  My Department’s role is 
to ensure that there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in pro-
viding such accommodation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.  

The allocations and recoupment profiles for capital Traveller accommodation projects can 
vary across local authorities given the local priorities, circumstances and project timelines as set 
out in the TAPs.  Local authorities adopted the fourth and current round of TAPs in April 2014, 
with the five-year rolling programmes running from 2014 to 2018.  These programmes provide 
a road map for local authority investment priorities over the period.  They also form the basis 
for the allocation of funding from my Department for Traveller accommodation. 

The table below sets out the allocation versus drawdown by county in 2017.

LOCAL AUTHORITY ALLOCATION DRAWDOWN
Carlow   County Council €207,905 €71,450
Cavan   County Council €13,729 €13,729
Clare   County Council €169,194 €42,444
Cork   City Council €1,108,344 €97,000
Cork   County Council €110,000 €93,156
Donegal County Council €147,612 €15,100
Dublin   City Council €414,829 €734,209
Dun   Laoghaire/Rathdown 
County Council

€1,500,000 €1,857,313

Fingal   County Council €26,847 €17,420
South   Dublin County 
Council

€1,024,289 €0

Galway   City Council €209,000 €95,102
Galway   County Council €625,000 €0
Kerry   County Council €28,566 €28,566
Kildare   County Council €80,000 €0
Kilkenny   County Council €582,162 €563,040
Laois   County Council €0 €0
Leitrim   County Council €98,875 €59,933
Limerick   City & County 
Council

€69,576 €219,918

Longford   County Council €2,922 €0
Louth   County Council €237,087 €220,048
Mayo   County Council €0 €0
Meath   County Council €129,000 €5,750
Monaghan   County Council €0 €0
Offaly   County Council €847,917 €101,616
Roscommon   County Coun-
cil

€52,617 €123,191

Sligo   County Council €161,249 €9,931
Tipperary   County Council €327,492 €399,337
Waterford   City & County 
Council

€545,000 €22,610

Westmeath   County Council €0 €0
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ALLOCATION DRAWDOWN
Wexford   County Council €6,880 €0
Wicklow   County Council €52,648 €43,773
SUB TOTAL €8,778,742 €4,834,636
RESERVE €221,258
TOTAL   ALLOCATION €9,000,000 €4,834,636

27/02/2018WREEE00900Housing Assistance Payment Data

27/02/2018WREEE01000778. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of housing assistance payment, HAP inspections undertaken to date; the 
number outstanding beyond the eight month deadline, by local authority; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [10174/18]

27/02/2018WREEE01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Minimum standards for rental accommodation are prescribed in the Housing (Standards for 
Rented Houses) Regulations 2017, made under section 18 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act 1992.  All landlords, including those in receipt of Housing Assistance Payment, 
HAP, have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties comply with these regulations 
and responsibility for the enforcement of the regulations rests with the relevant local authority.

HAP is underpinned by the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014. Under section 
41 of the 2014 Act, local authorities are required to commence the inspection process within 8 
months of the commencement of HAP support being provided in relation to a particular dwell-
ing if not already inspected within the previous 12 months. HAP may be provided on a property 
which is the subject of a subsisting improvement notice under section 18A of the Housing (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Act 1992. HAP shall not be, or shall cease to be, provided on a property 
which is the subject of proceedings or a prohibition notice under section 18B of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992. Where a prohibition notice has come into effect, HAP 
may continue to be paid for 13 weeks from the date of HAP commencing or the notice coming 
into force, as appropriate. 

Following the completion of the statutory phased roll-out of the HAP scheme in March 
2017, the HAP Shared Services Centre, SSC, which provides a central transactional service 
for all local authorities and is operated by Limerick City and County Council, updated the ICT 
system used for HAP supported tenancies in order to assist local authorities in recording their 
compliance with their legislative obligations in 2017. Local authorities are currently recording 
inspection activity across a range of data systems, and the SSC is working closely with local 
authorities to ensure that data in relation to HAP related inspections is recorded on the new 
HAP module. This involves the migration of some historic data and the refinement of existing 
data management practices to ensure that overall, the data is being managed efficiently. I have 
asked local authorities and the SSC to prioritise this piece of work, and I expect the use of the 
HAP specific reporting module, and the work to align it with the other reporting systems, will 
be completed speedily.

Data in relation to all private rental inspections carried out by local authorities is available 
on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-building-and-private-rented/private-
housing-market-statistics   .
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27/02/2018WREEE01200Rental Sector Strategy

27/02/2018WREEE01300779. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of meetings a working group (details supplied) held; the dates of these meet-
ings; the composition of the delegation from his Department; the progress of the report that was 
promised in quarter one, 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10178/18]

27/02/2018WREEE01400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The appointment of a receiver to a dwelling can cause confusion and distress to tenants and, in 
circumstances where a receiver is appointed to a rented dwelling, it is essential that the rights 
of tenants are protected.

Under Action 5 of the Strategy for the Rental Sector , my Department has established a 
working group with the participation of the Departments of Justice & Equality; Finance; and 
Business, Enterprise and Innovation, to examine the scope for amending legislation to provide 
for greater protection of tenants’ rights during the receivership process. 

The objective is to protect the rights of tenants during the receivership process by ensur-
ing that persons appointed as receivers will be required to fulfil the obligations of a landlord. 
To inform its work, the working group has sought legal opinion on the feasibility of amending 
legislation to provide greater protection of tenants’ rights during the receivership process. The 
working group expects to finalise its report shortly.

The working group has met on three occasions to date: 23 February, 23 March and 11 Octo-
ber 2017. An assistant secretary from my Department’s housing division chaired the first meet-
ing of the working group and my Department has subsequently been represented at principal 
officer level.

27/02/2018WREEE01500Housing Policy

27/02/2018WREEE01600780. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans to support families who may potentially lose their family home (details supplied).  
[10181/18]

27/02/2018WREEE01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My focus, and that of the Government, is to ensure that as many households as possible remain 
in their homes and in this regard, a range of measures are currently being implemented across 
Government Departments and agencies. These actions are focused on encouraging those in 
mortgage distress who have not been able to engage, to reach a long term debt resolution and 
avoid repossession if possible.

One of the measures that has been introduced is a national mortgage arrears resolution ser-
vice, known as Abhaile, which is provided free of charge to the borrower and its aim is to help 
mortgage holders in arrears to find the best solutions and keep them, wherever possible, in their 
own homes.  The unique element of Abhaile is that it brings together, for the first time, the full 
range of supports and services required by borrowers in home mortgage arrears.  The Money 
Advice & Budgetary Service, MABS, acts as the gateway for the service and can be contacted 
by telephoning 0761072000 or by accessing their website at the following link  www.mabs.ie/
abhaile  

The mortgage to rent, MTR, scheme introduced in 2012 and administered by the Housing 
Agency on behalf of my Department is targeted at those households in arrears who are eligible 
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for social housing support, whose mortgage is unsustainable.  Under the scheme an eligible 
household with an unsustainable mortgage goes from being a homeowner to becoming a social 
housing tenant of an approved housing body, AHB.  The borrower voluntarily surrenders their 
property to their lender who in turn sells the property to an AHB.  The AHB becomes the land-
lord and the household gets to remain in the family home as social housing tenants.  The tenants 
pay a differential rent to the AHB, based on their income, which is designed to be affordable.  
The MTR scheme is an established part of the overall suite of social housing options and an 
important part of the mortgage arrears resolution process.  

A review of the mortgage to rent, MTR, scheme, published on 8 February 2017, introduced 
a range of amendments to the eligibility criteria and administration of the MTR scheme in 
order for it to work better for borrowers.  The review, available at the following link: http://
rebuildingireland.ie/news/changes-in-mortgage-to-rent-scheme/ , explored the avenues and im-
pediments to participation in the scheme and recommended a number of actions to make the 
scheme work better for borrowers.  My Department and the Housing Agency are working with 
all stakeholders to ensure that the actions set out in the review are being effectively implement-
ed to benefit a greater number of households.  I am providing an additional €5 million for the 
MTR scheme in 2018, which will support at least 250 additional MTR cases to be completed 
by AHBs working together with lenders using the MTR scheme.

The MTR Review also concluded that the current financial model of the scheme may not, 
in its current configuration, be capable of delivering the scale of successful cases that could 
benefit from the scheme over time.  In order to test the operability of alternative funding models 
for the scheme, the Housing Agency has been working with a number of financial entities who 
have expressed an interest in working with the MTR scheme to progress a number of alterna-
tive long-term lease arrangements.  A call for expressions of interest from bodies interested in 
pursuing pilot operating models was initiated by the Housing Agency on 26 October 2017.  The 
Housing Agency is currently reviewing the submissions received and will make recommenda-
tions to my Department as to the make-up of the pilots, which can then be initiated.

For those borrowers in danger of losing their home who are ineligible for the MTR scheme 
but qualify for social housing support, it is recommended that they engage as early as possible 
with their local authority regarding their housing needs. A household may be determined by 
their housing authority to be in need of housing if it has a mortgage that is deemed to be un-
sustainable under the mortgage arrears resolution process, MARP, even though the household 
may, at that time, remain the legal owners of the dwelling concerned.  Any household assessed 
as eligible for social housing support is immediately eligible for support through the housing 
assistance payment, HAP, scheme. Once a household has been deemed eligible for social hous-
ing support, it is a matter for the local authority to examine the suite of social housing supports 
available, including the HAP scheme, to determine the most appropriate form of social housing 
support for that household in the administrative area of that local authority. 

27/02/2018WREEE01800National Monuments

27/02/2018WREEE01900781. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
details of all national monuments in County Wexford; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [9586/18]

27/02/2018WREEE02000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Details 
of national monuments in County Wexford that are in my ownership or guardianship, as Minis-
ter, under the National Monuments Acts are set out in the following table. The care and mainte-
nance of these monuments is the responsibility of the Office of Public Works.
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 Information on monuments in the care of the local authorities is not held by my Department.

NATIONAL   MONUMENT DESCRIPTION
Ballyhack Castle
Ballymoty Motte
Clone Church
Coolhull Fortified House
Dunbrody Abbey (Cistercian)
Duncannon Artillery Fort
Ferns Church
Ferns Priory (Augustinian)
Ferns Cathedral and Crosses
Ferns Castle
New   Ross Church
Rathmackee Castle
Rathumney Castle
Slade Castle
Tacumshane Windmill
Tintern Abbey (Cistercian), Church & bridge
Vinegar   Hill Windmill
Wexford   town Priory Church (Augustinian)

27/02/2018WREEE02100Architectural Heritage

27/02/2018WREEE02200782. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if her attention has been drawn to the fact that the policy on architecture expired over two years 
ago; her plans to replace it; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10065/18]

27/02/2018WREEE02300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Government policy on architecture 2009 to 2015 placed an emphasis on sustainable develop-
ment of the environment and urban design, incorporating architectural heritage in a holistic 
integrated manner, and supporting high quality modern architecture.  

The 45 actions set out in the Government policy on architecture covered a broad spectrum 
and involved many participants in addition to Government Departments and State agencies. My 
Department produced three biennial reports which sets out the actions successfully concluded 
and projects funded.

In 2016, my Department initiated a stock-taking exercise on actions completed to date to 
inform a review on the renewal of the policy.

This review was advanced more in mid-2017 via the Government policy on architecture 
advisory committee, GPAAC, which is representative of all key stakeholders in the policy and 
a colloquium was hosted by the Department in July 2017 which reviewed actions concluded 
to date by specific stakeholders. An orientation paper for public consultation will issue in mid-
2018 and the target date to complete an updated policy is early  2019, subject to Government 
approval.

27/02/2018WREEE02400Arts in Education Charter
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27/02/2018WREEE02500783. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the appointment of a chair of the implementation group of arts in education charter; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [9276/18]

27/02/2018WREEE02600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Creative 
youth was published and launched in December 2017.  This plan is building on and broadening 
the great work which was already well underway regarding the arts in education charter. The 
charter, launched in 2013, is a joint initiative of the Department of Education and Skills and the 
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht working in association with the Arts Council 
to promote arts in education.  

The first stage of implementation of creative youth, which is a five-year programme, in-
volves a series of key actions for 2018 to 2019.  We are working with Department of Education 
and Skills, Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the Arts Council to progress these 
actions over the next two years.

One of the key actions within creative youth is to support the actions within the arts in edu-
cation charter and drive their implementation and all partners will work together to achieve this.

Consideration is currently being given to the place of the charter implementation group, and 
the appointment of a new chair, in the wider context of the creative youth programme and the 
appropriate oversight mechanism for delivery of that programme. This will be addressed in the 
coming weeks.

27/02/2018WREEE02700Freedom of Information Data

27/02/2018WREEE02800784. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of freedom of information requests her Department has received in the past 
eight years; the number of which were accepted without further escalation and not accepted 
respectively; the number requested which were not accepted that were escalated to the Informa-
tion Commissioner; the number of which the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of the 
person requesting the freedom of information; the number of which the Information Commis-
sioner ruled against her Department; the number her Department appealed to the High Court; 
the number the High Court ruled against her Department in favour of the applicant; the number 
which were then brought to the Court of Appeal by her Department; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [9300/18]

27/02/2018WREEE02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The in-
formation requested by the Deputy in respect of the period since the establishment of my De-
partment on 2 June 2011 is set out in the following table.

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
Total number of requests 
received 

27 69 56 84 163 169 158 

Number of Requests Re-
sponded to in accordance 
with FOI Act 

25 51 47 63 142 132 131 

Requests withdrawn by 
Requester or handled 
outside FOI by agreement 
with Requester 

2 18 9 21 21 37 27 

Requests appealed to the 
OIC  

0 0 1 1 2 4 5 

The Office of the Information Commissioner has, following review, annulled one depart-
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mental decision and varied two other decisions in the period 2011 to 2017.  I am advised that 
my Department has not appealed any decisions of the Office of the Information Commissioner 
to the High Court during the period in question.

27/02/2018WREEE03000National Monuments

27/02/2018WREEE03100785. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to address the need for repairs at a medieval castle and graveyard (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [9420/18]

27/02/2018WREEE03200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I under-
stand that the monument in question is included in the record of monuments and places under 
Section 12 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1984. It is vested in the local author-
ity which, accordingly, has responsibility for its repair and maintenance.

My Department has been in contact with representatives of the local authority and local 
community in relation to proposed works at the site. Both have been informed that, under sec-
tion 12, a formal notification and detailed particulars of the works must be submitted to the 
Department in advance. I am advised that no such submission has yet been received. 

Financial assistance is provided by my Department for conservation works to heritage build-
ings under structures at risk fund and the built heritage investment scheme, which are operated 
through the local authorities.  Both schemes have now closed for 2018 but it is open to the local 
authority to discuss the possibility of funding in the future with officials from my Department. 

27/02/2018WREEE03300Capital Expenditure Programme

27/02/2018WREEE03400786. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her Department’s capital allocation in each of the years 2018 to 2022; and the areas to which 
funds will be allocated in each of those years. [9515/18]

27/02/2018WREEE03500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Project 
Ireland 2040 - the National Planning Framework and associated ten year National Development 
Plan - explicitly recognises that our culture, language and heritage are an essential part of the 
sustainable development of the country and makes provision for a €1 billion investment in these 
sectors over the 10 years of the plan.  This is in addition to an investment of €178 million in the 
Irish language and in our Gaeltacht and Island communities.  

For the first five years of the NDP, the annual allocation to support my Department’s invest-
ment programme will be, as follows: 

- €54 million in 2018;

- €75 million in 2019;

- €76 million in 2020;

- €80 million in 2021; and

- €110 million in 2022.

The uses to which the 2018 allocations are being applied is published in the Revised Esti-
mates Volume for this year at www.per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/REV-2018-compressed.pdf. 
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This detail of our annual allocations set out in the NDP provides the necessary clarity to allow 
for the scheduling of delivery of projects and programmes in accordance with the outcome of 
an appraisal and planning phase which will inform the further breakdown of these allocations 
in subsequent years.

27/02/2018WREEE03600National Parks and Wildlife Service Data

27/02/2018WREEE03700787. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of staff in the National Parks and Wildlife Service; the numbers involved in 
monitoring coursing meetings; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9585/18]

27/02/2018WREEE03800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am ad-
vised that, of my Department’s total staff, 325 work in the National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
NPWS. In addition, my Department takes on approximately 70 seasonal staff at the National 
Parks during the busy tourist season. 

Officials of my Department monitor compliance with the Wildlife Acts across the country 
on an ongoing basis and carry out patrols and site visits to enforce the various provisions of the 
Acts, as required. As well as more senior regionally based officers, there are 72 conservation 
rangers stationed around the country who deal with enforcement matters under the Wildlife 
Acts. Where resources allow, local NPWS conservation rangers attend coursing meetings on a 
spot check basis, to monitor compliance with licences issued to the Irish Coursing Club and its 
affiliated clubs. It is my understanding that some twenty six coursing events have been moni-
tored by officials of my Department to date during the current 2017/18 season. In the 2016/2017 
season there were a total of 17 coursing events monitored by my Department.

27/02/2018WRFFF00200Environmental Legislation

27/02/2018WRFFF00300788. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht if consideration is being given to introduce an exemption for the entertainment 
industry from the proposed ban on tungsten bulbs from 2020; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [9941/18]

27/02/2018WRFFF00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I un-
derstand  that the European Commission is working on a single lighting regulation under the 
Ecodesign Directive framework intended to update the existing Ecodesign Lighting Regula-
tions.  The regulatory framework in Ireland is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Busi-
ness, Enterprise and Innovation and I understand that Enterprise Ireland, under the remit of that 
Department, is currently engaged in a stakeholder consultation process in relation to the matter.  

My Department is aware of the issues around the use of tungsten bulbs and the proposed ban 
and is examining them in the context of the proposed new regulations.

27/02/2018WRFFF00500Heritage Promotion

27/02/2018WRFFF00600789. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans under the NDP to invest in an enhanced Valentia Island cable station; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [10056/18]

27/02/2018WRFFF00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Val-
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entia Cable Station is a unique part of Valentia and Ireland’s heritage and is integral to the his-
tory of modern telecommunications.  It was the easternmost point of the Transatlantic Cable 
that provided a permanent connection between Europe and North America through its counter-
part in Heart’s Content, Canada, for one hundred years between 1866 and 1966.  The Cable Sta-
tion is also an important architectural feature in its own right, having been designed by leading 
architects of the nineteenth century.

Late in 2017, the Canadian authorities announced that the Heart’s Content Cable Station 
had been placed on its Tentative List of World Heritage Sites.  This is a significant development 
in the creation of a potential transboundary bid for UNESCO World Heritage status involving 
both Cable Stations.

As a precursor to being nominated to UNESCO, a site must first go through a compre-
hensive assessment process at national level that would lead, with UNESCO’s agreement, to 
its placement on Ireland’s World Heritage Tentative List.  Later this year, my Department will 
be inviting applications from candidate sites for inclusion on the upcoming 2020 Tentative List.  
Inclusion on the list will ultimately be determined by whether a site meets relevant criteria re-
lating, inter alia, to outstanding universal value, availability of adequate site management and 
protection resources, and the extent of stakeholder engagement and support for the bid.

My Department is in ongoing contact with Kerry County Council and its Canadian counter-
part in relation to the potential World Heritage application and has informed both parties that 
Ireland will support the Valentia bid once it meets the qualifying criteria. There is specific refer-
ence too to the Cable Station in the National Development Plan and my Department will engage 
with all the key stakeholders with a view to agreeing an appropriate investment programme for 
its refurbishment.

I understand that a considerable amount of preparatory work has already been done locally 
on the Valentia proposal, including essential repairs to the buildings which were grant aided by 
my Department. The Department will continue to assist with the preparation of the Tentative 
List bid, including providing as much advice, guidance and support as possible to Kerry County 
Council as the lead organisation at local level.

27/02/2018WRFFF00800Scoileanna Oileáin

27/02/2018WRFFF00900790. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil sé i gceist aici líon na scoláireachtaí do na meánscoileanna ar na hoileáin a mhéadú i 
mbliana ó tharla go bhfuil an-tairbhe ag baint leis an scéim do na hoileáin agus an-éileamh ar 
na scoláireachtaí; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [10076/18]

27/02/2018WRFFF01000Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Mar  eolas don Teachta, le deich mbliana anuas tá deontas ar fiú €27 in aghaidh 
an scoláire in aghaidh an lae á  íoc ag mo Roinnse le teaghlaigh atá cáilithe faoi Scéim na bh-
Foghlaimeoirí Gaeilge i leith scoláirí ón mórthír a chaitheann scoilbhliain iomlán ag freastal ar 
cheann amháin den trí iar-bhunscoil ar na hoileáin Árann.  Anuas air a bheith ag éascú deis don 
lucht freastail an Ghaeilge atá acu a shaibhriú, aithnítear gur beart é seo a chuireann le hinmhar-
thanacht na scoileanna agus, dá réir, le hinmharthanacht na n-oileán. 

Faoin socrú reatha, tá uasmhéid de 30 scoláire ceadaithe (uasmhéid de 10 in aghaidh an 
oileáin).  Is iad na hiar-bhunscoileanna féin a dhéanann earcaíocht ar na scoláirí, a roghnaíonn na 
tithe lóistín (coinníollach ar iad a bheith cláraithe leis an Roinn faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí 
Gaeilge) agus atá freagrach trí chéile as na scoláirí (i gcomhar leis na  teaghlaigh a chuireann 
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an lóistín ar fáil), a fhad a bhíonn na scoláirí ar na hoileáin.

Is sa chomhthéacs sin go ginearálta a scrúdófar an cheist maidir leis an uaslíon a mbeifear 
sásta glacadh leis chun críche aitheantais faoin scéim, laistigh de na hacmhainní atá ar fáil do 
mo Roinn agus na héilimh eile atá ar na hacmhainní sin.  Caithfear a chur san áireamh chomh 
maith, dár ndóigh, an tionchar a d’fhéadfadh daltaí ón mórthír a imirt ar iompar teangan na 
ndaltaí de bhunadh na noileán agus aon chinneadh á dhéanamh maidir leis an ábhar seo.


