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      Questions Nos. 1 to 21, inclusive, answered orally               

      Questions Nos. 22 to 28, inclusive, resubmitted.

31/01/2018WRB00300Departmental Priorities

31/01/2018WRB0040029. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Taoiseach his Department’s priorities for 2018. 
[3448/18]

31/01/2018WRB00500The Taoiseach: My Department has just published its revised Statement of Strategy reflect-
ing the priorities for the period ahead as well as the changes that have taken place following my 
appointment as Taoiseach.  This includes the establishment of a new configuration of Cabinet 
Committees which encompasses the Government’s national priorities for the coming years.

The Strategy Statement is aligned to the Government’s key priorities and policies, and sets 
out the following six strategic priorities:

  1. Providing excellent support services for the Taoiseach and Government;
   2. Ensuring Ireland has sustainable economy;
   3. Helping to ensure that Government policies and services support a socially inclusive and 

fair society;
   4. Ensuring that Ireland maintains strong relationships in Europe and the World;
   5. Ensuring the best possible outcomes for Ireland in relation to Brexit across all four priori-

ties identified by the Government; and
   6. Planning for the future in the context of all of the many uncertainties arising in the inter-

national environment.

  It also incorporates the work of the department linked to specific initiatives including work 
relating to the Citizens’ Assembly, Data Protection, Strategic Communications and a number 
of statutory inquiries.  Arising from the work to date of the Citizens’ Assembly and the work of 
the previous Constitutional Convention, the Government has published an indicative timetable 
for a number of referendums during 2018 and 2019. 

We will also continue to provide leadership on signature national projects such as Creative 
Ireland, Global Ireland 2025,  Project Ireland 2040, the ten year Capital Investment Plan and 
the Climate Change Mitigation Plan.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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Protecting Ireland’s growing economy is critical to ensuring Ireland is an equal society cre-
ating equal opportunities for all its people to participate and share in our prosperity and the new 
revised Statement of Strategy will guide the work of my Department in achieving these goals 
in the years ahead.

  Question No. 30 resubmitted.

31/01/2018WRB00700Taoiseach’s Communications

31/01/2018WRB0080031. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his address to the 
European Parliament on 17 January 2018; the meetings he attended; and the issues that were 
discussed. [3054/18]

31/01/2018WRB0090033. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his address and discus-
sions at the Future of Europe meeting at the European Parliament in Strasbourg. [3092/18]

31/01/2018WRB0100039. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach if he discussed the need for continued EU 
financial support for cross border programmes at his recent meeting with the President of the 
European Commission. [3359/18]

31/01/2018WRB0110040. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach if he discussed the need for continued EU 
financial support for cross-Border programmes at his recent meeting with the President of the 
European Commission in view of the benefits that accrued to communities in Northern Ireland 
and the border region from such investment since the mid 1990s. [3360/18]

31/01/2018WRB01200The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 31, 33, 39 and 40 together.

I was honoured to be the first EU leader to be invited to take part in the European Parlia-
ment debate series on the Future of Europe. My speech to the European Parliament took place 
in Strasbourg on 17 January.

In my intervention, I spoke about the achievements of the European Union, the benefits for 
Ireland of EU membership, and my thoughts about how best the Union should evolve for the 
future. I also spoke in some detail about the Brexit negotiations. 

I stressed the importance of our values and how we need to keep these to the fore as we 
respond to the challenges and the opportunities of the 21st century. 

I said that Europe needs a forward-looking agenda with ambition and direction. Rather 
than looking for great institutional changes, we should focus on implementing what we have 
already agreed. This should include completing the Single Market, the Digital Single Market, 
the Capital Markets Union and Banking Union, with a view to delivering concrete benefits for 
our citizens in areas that directly affect their lives.

I outlined Ireland’s ‘Citizens’ Dialogue on the Future of Europe’ which I launched last No-
vember and which will run until 9 May, Europe Day. Our aim with this is to facilitate an open 
and wide-ranging debate with our citizens. 

On Brexit, I highlighted the unique challenges this poses for Ireland. I thanked the European 
Parliament for its strong support and solidarity in the negotiations to date, and stressed the need 
to ensure that the commitments and principles agreed in December are translated into the With-
drawal Agreement. I also noted our ambition for a close and comprehensive future relationship 
between the EU and the UK. 
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In their interventions, MEPs reiterated their support for Ireland in relation to Brexit.  I wel-
come President Juncker’s statement that “we are all Irish” as well as the Commission’s commit-
ment to propose continued PEACE funding beyond 2020. 

In addition to the debate itself, I had a bilateral meeting with President Tajani. I thanked him 
for his support for Ireland in relation to Brexit. We exchanged views about the future of Europe, 
and I expressed appreciation for his initiative in bringing forward the series of debates in the 
European Parliament.

I also had a bilateral meeting with the European Parliament’s Chief Brexit Coordinator, Guy 
Verhofstadt. We discussed developments since our last meeting in September and I expressed 
my sincere appreciation to Mr. Verhofstadt for his understanding and commitment to ensuring 
that Ireland’s unique concerns are addressed.I also attended a lunch hosted by the First Vice 
President of the Parliament, which was attended by party group leaders and other MEPs. 

I met briefly and exchanged a few words with Commission President Juncker and the Head 
of the Brexit Task Force, Michel Barnier, although I did not have a formal bilateral meeting 
with either. 

I had a short bilateral meeting with Commission Vice President Katainen in relation to Mer-
cosur. I emphasised our commitment to free trade generally but highlighted our strong concerns 
around the beef sector, and our views on what should and should not be potentially included in 
any agreement.

  Question No. 32 resubmitted.

  Question No. 33 answered with Question No. 31.

  Questions Nos. 34 to 38, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 39 and 40 answered with Question No. 31.

  Question No. 41 resubmitted.

31/01/2018WRB01800Urban Renewal Schemes

31/01/2018WRB0190042. Deputy John Lahart asked the Taoiseach the planned spending on north inner Dublin 
city projects conceived and initiated by his predecessor; the amount spent; and the projects this 
money has been spent on. [3053/18]

31/01/2018WRB02000The Taoiseach: The Programme Implementation Board chaired by Michael Stone  is over-
seeing implementation of actions recommended in the Mulvey Report. 

The short terms measures announced in 2016 have been delivered which amounted to al-
most €5 million invested in real facilities and services in the area. This included €1 million 
investment in sports facilities and projects; €700,000 spent on local community projects target-
ing children and youths; €100,000 for drugs related projects; and over €3 million   on physical 
improvement works including, roads, housing areas, parks, lighting, and refurbishment of Sean 
McDermott Swimming Pool. 

The €2.5m provided in 2017 was allocated for a range of projects across the four key priority 
areas of crime and drugs; education, training and employment opportunities; services for fami-
lies and young people; and physical improvements. Most of these projects are well underway 
including, an outreach project targeting street dealing; a focused programme of street clean-
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up and litter prevention; a construction skills course and dedicated employment and career 
guidance service; enhanced counselling and related services for young people; further physical 
improvements including installing of CCTV at key locations and delivery of cross-community 
events and small grants to local projects.   

Government has also provided funding under the Department of Rural and Community 
Development’s RAPID subhead for 2018 on the same basis as 2017. This will provide another 
€2.5 million mixture of capital and current funding to be allocated by the NEIC Board. In ad-
dition, funding has also been provided in 2018 to support the development of a pilot social 
employment scheme, details of which is currently being developed under the direction of the 
NEIC Board.

The Board will shortly publish its 2017 Report, including comprehensive details of spend-
ing to date.

 Questions Nos. 43 to 55, inclusive, resubmitted.

 Questions Nos. 56 to 66, inclusive, answered orally.

31/01/2018WRC00300Local Authority Housing Data

31/01/2018WRC0040067. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of persons joining local authority housing lists nationally in 2017; and when the 
volume of house building by public and approved housing bodies can be expected to deal with 
the waiting lists in view of the numbers in need of housing. [4582/18]

31/01/2018WRC00500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  
(Deputy Damien English): Details on the number of households qualified for social housing 
support in each local authority area, are set out in the statutory Summary of Social Housing 
Assessments.  The most recent summary, which was carried out in 2017, details the number of 
households on all local authority waiting lists, as at 28 June 2017.

The 2017 summary, which was published recently, shows that 85,799 households were as-
sessed as being qualified for and in need of social housing support.  This represents a decrease 
of 5,801 households or 6.3% compared to the 2016 summary.

In terms of meeting the need of households on waiting lists across the country, Rebuilding 
Ireland set ambitious targets for social housing delivery.  Last year, an additional €500 million 
was secured during Budget 2018 negotiations, to increase the social housing delivery ambi-
tion from 47,000 to 50,000 social housing homes by end 2021. Combined with the target to 
deliver 88,000 tenancies under the Housing Assistance Payment  and Rental Accommodation 
Schemes, this means that we will meet the needs of over 138,000 individuals and families over 
the lifetime of the Rebuilding Ireland plan. 

I recently published details of the 2017 provisional social housing outputs in 2017. During 
last year,  just under 26,000 households had their social housing need met, well ahead of the 
target of just over 21,000. It should be noted that to date under Rebuilding Ireland, just under 
45,000 households have had their social housing need met. We will continue to maintain a clear 
focus  on delivery each year to 2021, ensuring that the ambitious targets set out in Rebuilding 
Ireland are fully achieved.

31/01/2018WRC00600Housing Provision
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31/01/2018WRC0070068. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to address the lack of housing supply in County Wexford; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4483/18]

31/01/2018WRC00800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  
(Deputy Damien English): Wexford, like many other local authorities around the country, has 
experienced a low level of construction activity both public and private over the last number 
of years. However, Rebuilding Ireland is focused on accelerating delivery of housing across all 
tenures and a comprehensive programme of action is well underway. 

One of the most significant areas of the Government’s attention has been on social hous-
ing, which will see investment of more than €6 billion to deliver 50,000 social housing homes 
through build, refurbishment, acquisitions and leasing, over the period to 2021. In relation to 
social housing developments, the latest status report at end Q3 2017 for construction projects 
is available on my Department’s website. The report shows a significant level of activity be-
ing undertaken by Wexford County Council, in conjunction with Approved Housing Bodies, 
across 38 projects, delivering in the region of 390 homes. In addition, the Council is undertak-
ing feasibility work on  a number of further  projects, with the potential to deliver almost 180 
additional homes.

In relation to full year outputs for 2017, provisional details on the number of social hous-
ing homes delivered across the country, were published on 15 January 2018. A breakdown of 
these homes in terms of build, refurbishment, acquisitions and leasing, across all local authority 
areas, including Wexford, will be made available shortly, following completion of the necessary 
validation process.

In addition to the provision of adequate funding, the availability of suitable lands for devel-
opment is key to ensuring the delivery of sufficient housing supply.  All local authorities have 
been requested to prepare Strategic Development and Management Plans for residential lands 
in their ownership to ensure they are brought forward for development at the earliest opportu-
nity. The Plans for Wexford will be reviewed by my Department once received.

31/01/2018WRC00900Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

31/01/2018WRC0100069. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the local infrastructure housing activation fund, LIHAF, scheme; the way in 
which projects under tranche one are progressing; if excess funds are available; when tranche 
two will be opened; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4580/18]

31/01/2018WRC01100100. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the details of agreed costs for LIHAF sites and all grant agreements that have been 
signed and approved will be published; the costing and sales prices in addition to the legal bind-
ing agreements that apply to all grant approved and grant agreed locations; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4346/18]

31/01/2018WRC01200107. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of units to be developed in schemes benefitting from LIHAF; and the number 
of these units that will be sold in ranges (details supplied) by Dublin and outside Dublin respec-
tively. [4584/18]

31/01/2018WRC01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 69, 100 and 107 together.
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Up to 34 infrastructure projects, at a total cost of €226 million, received preliminary approv-
al for funding in March 2017 under the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF). 
Local authorities were allowed to proceed to design phase on all of these projects, pending final 
approval and sign-off of a grant agreement between my Department and Local Authorities.

To date, I have given final approval for 29 of the 34 infrastructure projects which will ac-
tivate supply of almost 18,000 housing units on previously inaccessible sites, and grant agree-
ments in respect of those projects have been signed.  The cost of these projects is €177 million, 
of which €133 million will be funded by my Department and €44 million will be funded by 
local authorities.  Discussions on the remaining projects are being finalised or have been moved 
for consideration under LIHAF 2 later in 2018.

While it will not be possible to publish the local agreements reached by local authorities 
with developers regarding all of the associated sites, due to the commercially sensitive nature 
of that information, I intend to publish summary details on all the approved and advancing proj-
ects in February, once final positions regarding the remaining projects in the first tranche have 
been reached.

My Department is monitoring the progress of the projects and most are at the planning stage 
with regard to design, planning and public procurement of the public infrastructure that is be-
ing funded.  Construction works commenced for one project (Donabate Distributor Road) in 
December 2017 and I expect other projects to commence construction this year.  

Funding of €1.67 million was drawn down in respect of projects in 2017 which was mainly 
in respect of design costs and it is expected that this will increase substantially in 2018 as 
projects move to the construction stage.  Funding for LIHAF is ring-fenced within the overall 
housing budget and will be available for local authorities to drawdown over the lifetime of the 
projects.  Through proactive management of the broader housing programme, the LIHAF un-
derspend in 2017 was diverted to other housing activities, ensuring that the funding available in 
2017 was fully applied to housing priorities.

Within the 18,000 new homes being advanced on LIHAF sites, it is expected that increased 
numbers of social housing over and above the 10% under Part V will be provided. Subject to 
the planning process and the eventual development applications made, it is estimated that ap-
proximately 3,000 of the 18,000 new homes will be for social housing purposes, made up of 
Part V units and additional social housing which will be provided on the 13 State-owned sites 
benefitting from the LIHAF-funded enabling infrastructure.  In addition, it is estimated that 
1,500 affordable homes will be provided.

As required under the scheme criteria and conditions, a key focus has been to ensure that 
there is a proportionate dividend for the State’s investment in infrastructure, as demonstrated by 
either provision of housing at scale at certain prices, a proportionate reduction in house prices 
across all of the homes being facilitated or a specified number of homes which will benefit from 
a larger price reduction. In relation to the 29 sites for which grant agreements have been signed, 
and subject to completion of the planning process, the number of houses committed to be deliv-
ered on each site will be set out in the following table.

Based on the information provided by the local authorities in their local agreements and 
analysis of current house prices in the areas concerned, and recognising the commercial sen-
sitivity around some of the details in the agreements reached, the approved projects outside 
Dublin are projected to have new homes for sale towards the lower end of the bands identified, 
while the projects in Dublin are projected to have starter homes available towards the upper end 
of those bands.
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Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

Local Authority Project name Total Cost Projected housing 
delivery by 2021

Clare Claureen, Ennis 3.66 200
Cork City Old Whitechurch Road 9.89 600
Cork City South Docks 15.50 620
Cork County Midleton (Water-rock) 5.50 520
Cork County Carrigaline 0.60 400
 Cork County Glanmire 5.90 300
Dublin City Dodder Bridge 15.75 1500
Dublin City Belmayne Clongriffin 3.00 850
Dun Laoghaire Rath-
down

Cherrywood 15.19 2000

Dun Laoghaire Rath-
down

Clay Farm 4.70 350

Dun Laoghaire Rath-
down

Woodbrook Shanganagh 4.16 1242

Fingal Donabate Distributor 
Road

15.50 1200

Fingal Oldtown Mooretown 4.90 800
Fingal Baldoyle Stapolin 6.18 500
Kildare Sallins 0.93 250
Kildare Naas 6.00 800
Kildare Maynooth 14.50 800
Kilkenny Ferrybank 0.62 200
Kilkenny Western Environs 6.76 530
Limerick Mungret 10.50 400
Louth Newtown Drogheda 1.22 200
Louth Mount Avenue Dundalk 3.33 212
Meath Ratoath 3.15 266
Meath Farganstown, Navan 5.68 400
South Dublin Kilcarbery / Corkagh 

Grange
4.39 1000

South Dublin Clonburris SDZ 3.00 1000
Waterford City and 
County Council

Gracedieu 1.32 200

Waterford City and 
County Council

Kilbarry 3.39 400

Westmeath Brawny Road, Athlone 1.83 200

31/01/2018WRC01400Vacant Properties Data

31/01/2018WRC0150070. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on the fact that certain Dublin local authorities have yet to list properties on their 
vacant site register; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4579/18]

31/01/2018WRC01600110. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment the number of entries on the vacant sites register of each local authority on 1 January 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4337/18]

31/01/2018WRC01700111. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he is satisfied that the vacant site levy will work with regard to releasing viable land for 
development; his plans to work with the Department of Finance with a view to amending the 
vacant site levy in order to establish an immediate tax on land banking; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4575/18]

31/01/2018WRC01800116. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the action he is taking to require local authorities to comply with the requirement for them 
to list vacant sites on their vacant sites register by January 2018 in order that the levy which 
will come into force in January 2019 can be applied; if he has received an explanation as to the 
reason a significant number of local authorities have no sites on their register; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4248/18]

31/01/2018WRC01900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 70, 110, 111 and 116 together.

The Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 introduced a new measure, the vacant site 
levy, which is aimed at incentivising the development of vacant, under-utilised sites in urban 
areas.  Under the Act, planning authorities are required to establish a register of vacant sites in 
their functional areas, beginning on 1 January 2017.  Planning authorities will be issuing notices 
to owners of vacant sites by 1 June 2018 in respect of vacant sites on the register on 1 January 
2018, indicating that the levy will apply to those sites on 1 January 2019.  

The primary purpose of the levy is to act as an incentive for the bringing forward of vacant 
under-used sites for development, for residential or regeneration purposes.  I would hope that 
as many vacant sites as possible will be developed for these purposes, thereby avoiding liability 
to the levy.

Under the provisions of the Act, the levy will be applied by planning authorities, commenc-
ing on 1 January 2019 in respect of sites which were vacant and on the vacant site register on 1 
January 2018 and will subsequently be applied on an annual basis thereafter, as long as the site 
remains on the vacant site register in the preceding year.

Planning authorities are empowered to apply an annual vacant site levy of 3% of the market 
value of relevant vacant sites where a site:

- exceeds 0.5 hectares in area, 

- was, in the planning authority’s opinion, vacant or idle in the preceding year, and

- is in an area identified by the planning authority in its development plan or local area plan 
for residential or regeneration development. 

All levies due on an individual site will remain a charge on the land concerned until all out-
standing levies due are paid. Accordingly, under the vacant site levy provisions, there will be a 
cumulative effect associated with not activating a site for development purposes for each year 
that a site remains vacant or idle.

Planning authorities are presently engaging in the necessary preparatory work, prior to the 
application of the levy with effect from January 2019 in respect of sites identified on their va-
cant site registers in 2018.  As required under the Act, this includes the identification of specific 
vacant sites for entry on the register, the registered owners of the sites in question and undertak-
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ing site valuations of the registered sites. 

My Department does not maintain a central register of vacant sites as each local authority 
administers the vacant site register in respect of their functional area. However, on foot of a re-
cent review of the on-line vacant site registers across all local authority areas, I understand that 
there are collectively 238 sites currently on the local registers. 219 of these sites were entered 
on the local vacant site registers on 1 January 2018 and will therefore be subject to the levy in 
2019, unless development works are activated in the interim.  In the Dublin area, 98 sites will, 
as things stand, be subject to the levy in January 2019. 

My Department has actively engaged with local authorities in relation to the implementa-
tion of the vacant site levy, holding information seminars for local authorities on 25 May 2016 
and 8 November 2017, and issuing a circular letter to planning authorities on the detailed ar-
rangements in relation to  implementation of the levy on 1 July 2016.  My Department will 
continue to monitor implementation of the levy to ensure that it is being fully used, in line with 
its intended purpose of incentivising the development of vacant or under-utilised sites in urban 
areas and so that the full potential of the measure can be realised.

Following a commitment given in Budget 2015, a public consultation was conducted by the 
Department of Finance on the issue of unused zoned and serviced land with a view to examin-
ing what taxation measures might be taken to penalise land owners who do not develop such 
land.  On considering the outcome of the public consultation and further to the enactment of the 
Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015, the Department of Finance determined that no new 
tax intended to encourage the development of residentially zoned and serviced land - separate 
to the vacant site levy - would be introduced at that time. 

However, as announced in the recent Budget 2018, it is proposed to increase the rate of 
levy from 3% to 7% of the market valuation of relevant sites with effect from January 2020 
in respect of sites included on the local vacant site registers in 2019. Legislative provision for 
this increase will be tabled by way of Seanad amendment to the Planning and Development 
(Amendment) Bill 2016, which is presently at Dáil Report Stage.

31/01/2018WRC02000Mayoral Election

31/01/2018WRC0210071. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans for a plebiscite on directly elected mayors; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [4549/18]

31/01/2018WRC02200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Programme for Partnership Government includes a commit-
ment to consider directly elected mayors in cities as part of a broader range of local government 
reform measures aimed at strengthening local democracy. In response to this commitment, a 
policy discussion report on metropolitan governance for Ireland’s cities is at an advanced stage 
of preparation. At this point in time, I expect that this report will be submitted to Government in 
the coming weeks, after which it will be sent to the Oireachtas for consideration.

At its meeting of 26 September 2017, the Government agreed, as part of an indicative sched-
ule for a number of referendums over the next 18 months, that a plebiscite on directly elect-
ed mayors would take place in October 2018. My Department is prioritising the drafting of 
the legislation required to give effect to this decision and it is included in the Government’s 
legislation programme as a Bill to be published in the first half of this year.
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31/01/2018WRC02300Housing Provision

31/01/2018WRC0240072. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will consider promoting schemes of private serviced sites in all areas nationally 
on which first-time persons seeking homes for the first time could build their own homes to 
specific specifications as was the case in the past.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4601/18]

31/01/2018WRC02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authorities already have powers to make low-cost sites available to individuals, who are 
qualified for social housing support, and collectively, to voluntary or co-operative not-for-profit 
housing associations. 

Separately, I am providing funding of €25 million, over 2018 and 2019, for a targeted pro-
gramme, where the local authority will make low-cost serviced sites available to approved 
housing bodies or co-operative housing associations in specific areas for affordable housing. 

This approach has worked well in Ballymun between Dublin City Council and the O’Cualann 
Co-Operative. Through the Council providing fully serviced land at a nominal value, the price 
at which homes could be offered to eligible purchasers was significantly reduced. I would like 
to see this approach delivered on a greater scale in other areas, subject to an overall national 
set of criteria.  My Department is currently drawing up the criteria for access to the Exchequer-
funded scheme, taking account of broader policy on affordable housing, and will be seeking 
submissions from local authorities in the coming weeks.

Last week, I also announced  the introduction of a new  Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan 
which will be available with effect from tomorrow, 1 February 2018. This will enable credit-
worthy first-time buyers to access sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-
hand properties within a suitable price range.  

Finally, first-time buyers can also avail of the Help-To-Buy Scheme, which is intended 
to  alleviate some of the challenges faced by first-time buyers in providing  the required 10% 
deposit of the market value of the property.

31/01/2018WRC02600Social and Affordable Housing Data

31/01/2018WRC0270073. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of social housing units built under Rebuilding Ireland per annum in counties 
Carlow and Kilkenny in each of the years 2016 and 2017; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4342/18]

31/01/2018WRC02800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Rebuilding Ireland is focused on accelerating the delivery of 
housing, with an investment of more than €6 billion to deliver 50,000 social housing units 
through build, refurbishment, acquisitions and leasing, over the period to 2021.

One of the Governments key priorities has been the accelerated delivery of social housing 
homes and provisional details of the 26,000 households, who had their social housing need met 
in 2017, were published on 15 January 2018. A breakdown of these numbers across all local au-
thority areas, including Carlow and Kilkenny, will be made available following completion of 
the necessary validation process. It is expected that these will show an increase in the number 
of units built in Carlow and Kilkenny from what is recognised as low build levels in 2016.
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The latest status report at end Q3 2017 for social housing construction projects shows a 
significant level of activity being undertaken by both Carlow and Kilkenny County Councils in 
conjunction with Approved Housing Bodies across 53 projects, delivering in the region of 757 
homes.  

In addition to the provision of adequate funding, the availability of suitable lands for devel-
opment is key to ensuring the delivery of sufficient housing supply.  All local authorities have 
been requested to prepare Strategic Development and Management Plans for residential lands 
in their ownership to ensure they are brought forward for development at the earliest opportu-
nity. The Plan for Kilkenny County Council has been received and is under review, while that 
for Carlow County Council is awaited.

31/01/2018WRC02900Deposit Protection Scheme Establishment

31/01/2018WRC0300074. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the statutory provision to establish a deposit protection scheme will be implement-
ed; his plans to ensure that the maximum deposit required by landlords will be not more than 
one month’s rent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4338/18]

31/01/2018WRC03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2015 provides for, among other things, the estab-
lishment of a tenancy deposit protection scheme to be operated by the Residential Tenancies 
Board (RTB). 

The Government is fully committed to the principle of ensuring effective protection of 
deposits.  I have asked my Department, in consultation with the RTB, to undertake a detailed 
examination of the current legislative provisions, which have not yet been commenced, to iden-
tify any improvements and further legislative provisions that may be required to take account 
of the changed  circumstances since the development of the 2015 scheme. My aim is to ensure 
that any Deposit Protection Scheme to be introduced will operate effectively, efficiently and 
will respond to the needs of both tenants and landlords. 

Definition of what should constitute an appropriate amount of a deposit will be considered 
in the context of the aforementioned examination of the 2015 deposit protection scheme. The 
normal practice is that one month’s rent is paid to a landlord as a security deposit. A deposit 
is considered to belong to the tenant but the landlord can establish a right to keep the deposit 
in the following  circumstances: rent arrears; damage to the property above normal wear and 
tear; outstanding utility bills and other charges; or if the tenant has not given sufficient notice 
of termination.

I expect that, on foot of the examination of the existing provisions, any necessary legislative 
changes can be progressed through the Houses of the Oireachtas this year.

  Question No. 75 answered with Question No. 64.

31/01/2018WRC03300Action Plan for Rural Development

31/01/2018WRC0340076. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the way in which his Department proposes to review planning legislation to allow the 
change of use of vacant commercial properties in cities, towns and villages including vacant 
or under utilised areas over ground floor premises into residential units without having to go 
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through the planning process as outlined in point 6 of the Action Plan for Rural Development; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54715/17]

31/01/2018WRC03500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  
(Deputy Damien English): Action 5.9 of Rebuilding Ireland and Action 6 of the Action Plan 
for Rural Development commit to reviewing planning legislation to allow the change of use of 
vacant commercial units in urban areas, including vacant or under-utilised areas over ground-
floor premises, into residential units without having to go through the planning process.   

My Department drafted the necessary revisions to the planning regulations to give effect 
to this action and draft exempted development regulations in this regard, titled the Planning 
and Development (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations 2018, were laid before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas on 13 December 2017.  The draft regulations were considered by the Joint Oireach-
tas Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government on 23 January 2018 and subse-
quently received a positive resolution approving them from both Houses of the Oireachtas on 
25 January.  

The Regulations will operate for a limited period until 31 December 2021 and will apply to 
commercial buildings which have been lying vacant for at least 2 years.  The exemptions relate 
primarily to works to the interior of such buildings and a number of restrictions will apply to 
these works, including that a maximum of 9 residential units can be provided in any one build-
ing, and that certain minimum standards relating to floor areas, storage space and the provision 
of natural light are met for each unit.  In addition, development works undertaken will need to 
comply with the requirements of the Building Control Regulations, such as fire safety, struc-
tural stability and ventilation etc.   In that regard, a Working Group has been established to ex-
amine the range of regulatory requirements applying to the redevelopment of vacant properties 
and is expected to finalise a report and guidance in Q2 2018.

I intend to make the regulations in the coming days, thereby bringing the exemptions 
into operation.

31/01/2018WRC03600Housing Assistance Payment Data

31/01/2018WRC0370077. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of new housing assistance payment, HAP, recipients from June 2016 to July 2017; 
the status of each on the social housing waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [4545/18]

31/01/2018WRC03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
There are currently more than 32,000 households having their housing needs met via the Hous-
ing Assistance Payment (HAP). Data regarding the number of households set up on HAP is 
published on my Department’s website and is available up to the end of quarter 3  2017. Data 
for quarter 4 is currently being finalised and will be published shortly. The total number of new 
HAP tenancies established during the period referred to in the Question was 15,139. 

In relation to the status of HAP recipients on the social housing list,  consistent with the pro-
visions in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014, HAP is considered to be a social 
housing support and consequently households are not eligible to remain on the main housing 
waiting list. However, acknowledging that some households on the waiting list, who avail of 
HAP, have expectations that they would receive a more traditional form of social housing sup-
port, Ministerial directions have issued to ensure that, should they so choose, HAP recipients 
can avail of a move to other forms of social housing support through a transfer list.
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Furthermore, local authorities were also directed that HAP recipients, who apply to go on 
the transfer list, should get full credit for the time they spent on the waiting list and be placed on 
the transfer list with no less favourable terms than if they had remained on the waiting list. The 
practical operation of transfer lists is a matter for each local authority to manage, on the basis 
of their own scheme of letting priorities.  The setting of such schemes is a reserved function of 
the local authority and as such is a matter for the elected members.

31/01/2018WRC03900Local Authority Staff Recruitment

31/01/2018WRC0400078. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to establish direct employment of construction workers by local authori-
ties to ensure speedy delivery of secure homes for those in need; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4424/18]

31/01/2018WRC04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, it is the Chief Executive of the Council 
who is responsible for the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out 
the functions of the local authority. 

Outside of agreed workforce planning numbers, a local authority must apply to my Depart-
ment for sanction approval for staff. My Department works closely with all local authorities and 
staffing sanction requests are dealt with on a case-by-case basis with priority given to housing-
related posts, as well as those relating to health and safety and economic development.  Ad-
ditional supports are being made available to local authorities to meet staffing costs associated 
with the delivery of their social housing build programmes.

Direct employment of construction workers is a matter for each Chief Executive to consider 
giving due regard to the most appropriate model for service delivery.

31/01/2018WRC04200Local Authority Housing Eligibility

31/01/2018WRC0430079. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to raise the income thresholds for eligibility for social housing; his fur-
ther plans to review the way in which these thresholds are being implemented in local authori-
ties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4420/18]

31/01/2018WRC04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 prescribe maximum net income limits for 
eligibility for social housing support for each local authority, in different bands according to the 
area, with income being defined and assessed according to a standard Household Means Policy, 
published by my Department.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band are based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis 
of the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. The limits also reflect a 
blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to the new system coming into operation, in order 
to broaden the base from which social housing tenants are drawn and thereby promote sustain-
able communities.

As part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for 
social housing supports has commenced. I expect the results of this review to be available for 
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publication later this year.

31/01/2018WRC04500Local Authority Housing Data

31/01/2018WRC0460080. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the expenditure from his overall budget which has been set aside to be provided to the 
31 local authorities, excluding housing bodies, in 2018 and 2019 for the construction of social 
housing; the expected number of social housing units that will be delivered by each local au-
thority excluding housing bodies for 2018 and 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4577/18]

31/01/2018WRC04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Within the overall €6 billion investment framework for Rebuilding Ireland, a funding provision 
of €1.9 billion is provided for the delivery of housing programmes in 2018.  This represents 
a 36% increase over 2017 expenditure and will ensure that 25,500 new households have their 
housing need met this year. 

In 2018, some 5,000 new social housing homes will be delivered through a range of con-
struction programmes, supported by overall capital funding of €1.14 billion, including a fund-
ing provision of almost €640 million for the local authority capital programme. A further 900 
social housing homes will be acquired and 2,000 social housing homes will be leased for house-
holds currently on social housing waiting lists.

In relation to 2019, the budgetary allocations for the delivery of individual housing pro-
grammes will be determined in the context of the annual estimates process, from within the 
overall €6bn in funding that has been ring fenced by Government to support the delivery of Re-
building Ireland.

At the second Housing Summit, held on January 22nd, I asked each Local Authority Chief 
Executive to furnish a report by mid-February, confirming and setting out how their Local Au-
thority will deliver on its social housing targets over the coming years. It is my intention that 
the targets will be published as soon as possible thereafter, and progress made by each Local 
Authority in terms of delivery against these targets will then be published on an ongoing basis, 
providing greater accountability and driving delivery.

In relation to social housing construction activity, my Department publishes comprehensive 
status reports, on a quarterly basis, in relation to social housing construction schemes for all lo-
cal authority areas, showing details such as their locations and a range of information relating to 
their advancement.  The most recent of these reports covers the period up to the end of quarter 
3 of 2017. It includes information on the delivery of over 12,000 new social housing homes, 
which were approved and progressing through planning, design, and construction, or have been 
completed in 2016 and to the end of quarter 3 of 2017. The report also showed that there were 
over 3,600 new homes on site and under construction and a further 2,000 new homes with ap-
proval to appoint contractors, and move onto the construction phase. The report can be accessed 
on my Department’s website at the following link:

  http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/quarter-3-social-housing-construction-status-report/.

In relation to the 50,000 social housing homes that will be delivered under Rebuilding 
Ireland out to 2021, almost 33,500 will be delivered through build activity and some 6,500 
delivered through acquisitions, with the remaining 10,000 delivered through long-term leasing 
initiatives, as set out in the following table.
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Year Build Acquisition Leasing
2016 2,260 1,755 225
2017 3,200 1,250 600
2018 4,969 900 2,000
2019 6,385 1,025 2,130
2020 7,716 800 2,631
2021 8,907 800 2,450
 Totals 33,437 6,530 10,036
The following table shows the elements of the build activity of almost 33,500 social homes, 

including those that will be built directly by local authorities and AHBs, as well as properties 
constructed for social housing through Part V and refurbished properties/voids, together with 
some 6,500 acquisitions, over the period 2016 to 2021.

Delivery Build Acquisition
Local Authority  16,328 1,480 
AHB  8,960 5,050
Refurbished properties/Voids  3,459  -
Properties constructed for social housing through Part V  4,690  -
 Total  33,437  6,530

31/01/2018WRC04800Local Authority Housing Provision

31/01/2018WRC0490081. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the moneys that have been made available to and drawn down by Galway City and 
County Councils to expedite the turnaround of vacant local authority houses and apartments; if 
Government policy in respect of vacant local authority houses and apartments has been com-
municated to local authorities; the reporting requirements expected of the local authorities for 
these empty premises; the latest reports received by his Department in relation to the number 
of vacant local authority houses and apartments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4425/18]

31/01/2018WRC05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Voids Programme, introduced in 2014 by my Department, provides additional support to 
local authorities in preparing vacant units for re-letting. The purpose of the Voids Programme 
is to ensure that vacant units are actively targeted, with a view to minimising the turnaround 
and re-let time of these units and return them to use in an energy efficient condition.  Between 
2014 and 2017, funding of some €3.7m has been provided to Galway City Council and Galway 
County Council, which brought 300 vacant houses back into productive use.

  - Units Returned 2014 - 2017  Funding 2014 - 2017  
Galway City   91 €1,166,875  
Galway County  209 €2,537,321 
Without substantial refurbishment under construction contracts, these social homes would 

have been left vacant and not part of the active social housing stock.

Departmental circulars have issued to local authorities advising that returning vacant hous-
ing stock to use, in as short a time as possible, continues to be a priority. Effective management 
of voids is a key aspect of achieving best practice and value for money in housing management. 
It is a matter for each local authority to manage their housing stock and to put forward suitable 
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properties for inclusion in the programme.

My Department does not keep data on the length of time a local authority dwelling is vacant.   
Statistics in relation to social housing are compiled by the National Oversight and Audit Com-
mission (NOAC) in its annual reports on Performance Indicators in Local Authorities.  These 
statistics are set out by local authority and include the percentage of such dwellings that were 
vacant at the end of the year, with the most recent report relating to 2016.  This report is avail-
able at the following link: http://noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2016-PI-Report.pdf. 

It should be noted that there is no direct relationship between the figures provided in the 
NOAC report and my Department’s figures.  The Department’s data refers to the number of 
social homes funded under the voids programme and not the number of units vacant on the last 
day of the year in each local authority, which is the basis of the figures provided in the NOAC 
reports.

31/01/2018WRC05100Housing Data

31/01/2018WRC0520082. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of residential units that are under construction in a location (details 
supplied) in both Dublin City Council and Fingal County Council and due for completion dur-
ing 2018; the number of these that will provide social housing units; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4344/18]

31/01/2018WRC05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
June 2014, the Government established a Housing Supply Coordination Task Force for Dublin 
under Construction 2020 - A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector.  The remit of the 
Task Force includes the monitoring of relevant housing data on the supply of viable and market-
ready approved developments.

The data collated by this Task Force on the aggregated planning permissions and planning 
applications across the four Dublin local authorities are mapped and available to view on my 
Department’s website, at the following link: 

  http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/construction-2020-strategy/dublin-housing-supply-
task-force/housing-supply-coordination-task.

The mapping is based on data obtained from the four Dublin local authorities and further 
information in relation to residential units under construction, including social housing units to 
be provided within relevant developments under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 
2000 or otherwise, may be available from the relevant local authorities.

In relation to the wider social housing programme, my Department’s social housing con-
struction programme at the end of Quarter 3 2017 provides details of 772 schemes which will 
deliver 12,300 social homes. Of this, there were 191 schemes on-site nationwide, delivering 
3,660 homes, with a further 1,939 homes due to go on site imminently. The Q3 2017 construc-
tion status report is available on my Department’s website at the following link:

  http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/quarter-3-social-housing-construction-status-report/.

In 2018, 3,800 new social homes will be built directly by local authorities and approved 
housing bodies, an increase of 1,800 compared to last year.

  Question No. 83 answered with Question No. 63.
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31/01/2018WRC05500Approved Housing Bodies

31/01/2018WRC0560084. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of approved housing body units nationally his Department is paying rent on at 
92%; the number of approved housing body units nationally his Department is paying rent on 
at 95%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4578/18]

31/01/2018WRC05700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) have a critical role in the delivery of new social housing as 
identified in Rebuilding Ireland, and as evidenced by the range of funding support mechanisms 
available from my Department and local authorities to support this ambition.

One of these supports is the Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF), which assists AHBs 
in accessing private or Housing Finance Agency (HFA) finance for the purchase, construction 
or refurbishment of units, which are then made available for social housing purposes through 
the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP).  This loan facility can support 
up to 30% of the eligible capital cost of the project, where the units will be provided to local 
authorities for social housing use under long-term lease arrangements known as Payment and 
Availability Agreements (P&As). The on-going costs of these agreements are funded by my 
Department under the SHCEP. 

In addition, AHBs can direct lease dwellings from private owners, and subsequently enter 
into a P&A agreement directly with a local authority to make that dwelling available to that lo-
cal authority for social housing purposes. My Department recoups the cost of these P&A agree-
ments with AHBs to the local authorities under the SHCEP. 

The level of payment to AHBs under P&A agreements may be set at up to 92% of market 
rent and is agreed through negotiation with the local authority. In the case of the acquisition or 
construction of apartment complexes, where there are service charges that would result in a net 
additional cost to the AHB, the availability payment may be set at up to 95% of market rent. An 
availability payment in excess of 95% of market rent may be approved by my Department on a 
case by case basis in exceptional circumstances where there are additional costs accruing to the 
AHB in respect of the management and maintenance of the units.  The rent discount is applied 
to take account of the fact that the property owner is paid for vacant unoccupied periods, rent 
is paid in advance and the normal landlord tasks associated with filling voids are eliminated. 

At end 2017, the number of AHB dwellings in respect of which my Department is making a 
payment under a P&A agreement at 92% of market rent is 1,740; payments in respect of a fur-
ther 979 dwellings are made at the rate of 95% of market rent. These figures include dwellings 
funded by my Department under the Mortgage to Rent scheme.

In addition, the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) is a social housing support, oper-
ating since 2005, targeted at households who have been in receipt of Rent Supplement long 
term (i.e. greater than 18 months) and have been assessed as having a social housing need. The 
scheme is delivered by local authorities who, under the RAS model, source accommodation 
from the private market and, in general, enter into a tenancy agreement with the landlord and 
the RAS recipient. AHBs can also contribute to the scheme; in some instances, an AHB may ei-
ther lease a property directly from a private owner and enter into a RAS agreement with a local 
authority, or alternatively, an AHB may own the property and similarly make it available to the 
local authority for a RAS tenant, under a RAS contract with the local authority. Where possible 
under RAS tenancies, as per guidelines set out by my Department, an 8% discount on market 
rent is secured on the basis of the security of the RAS payment. At end December 2016, there 
were 4,467 AHB tenancies existing under RAS. A breakdown of the exact discounts secured in 
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respect of individual tenancies is not available. 

The Government is committed to continuing to support AHBs to contribute to the delivery 
of increased social housing and the achievement of the targets set out in Rebuilding Ireland.

  Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 61.

31/01/2018WRC05900Unfinished Housing Developments

31/01/2018WRC0600086. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to allocate funding to local councils for the completion of unfinished estates in 
which the developer is no longer in business. [4533/18]

31/01/2018WRC06100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  
(Deputy Damien English): The 2016 Annual Progress Report on Unfinished Housing Devel-
opments, published in March 2017, highlighted that the number of ‘unfinished’ developments 
had reduced by over 85%, from just under 3,000 developments in 2010 to 420 developments in 
2016, with 248 developments resolved in 2016 alone. 

Funding of the resolution process is now centred around investment by housing providers 
and their funders as well as income from bonds and securities. I have no plans to allocate further 
funding to local authorities in this regard. 

Of the 420 remaining estates identified in the 2016 report, 35% of these are occupied.  All 
information on the remaining unfinished housing estates (including the names of all 420 estates 
and a breakdown of the figures by county and by occupancy rates) is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/unfinished-housing-
developments/national-housing-development-survey/unfinished-housing.  The 2016 Annual 
Progress Report is also available on my Department’s website.

The level of unfinished housing developments remaining is expected to show a further re-
duction when the 2017 Annual Progress Report is published by my Department later in Q1 
2018.

  Question No. 87 answered with Question No. 64.

31/01/2018WRD00300Traveller Accommodation

31/01/2018WRD0040088. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the progress being made in Cork city in accommodating 55 Traveller persons in emergency ac-
commodation arising from the damage done to their dwellings during Storm Ophelia; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4555/18]

31/01/2018WRD00500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 
1998, housing authorities have statutory responsibility for assessment of the accommodation 
needs of Travellers and also have responsibility for the preparation, adoption and implementa-
tion of multi-annual Traveller Accommodation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My De-
partment’s role is to ensure that there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist 
the authorities in providing such accommodation, including a national framework of policy, 
legislation and funding.  
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In relation to any damage arising from events such as storm Ophelia, it is a matter for each 
housing authority to assess any damage caused to Traveller-specific accommodation in their 
area. As part of the capital funding supports provided by my Department, funding of 50% 
is provided to housing authorities for the purchase of  emergency replacement mobiles. An 
emergency in this respect is an unanticipated event, such as storm damage, that would render 
a caravan/mobile uninhabitable or dangerous to live in.  This scheme relates to authorised lo-
cal authority sites only. Any request from housing authorities for such funding is considered 
promptly by my Department.  

I can confirm that funding for 19 mobiles was provided by my Department to Cork City 
Council in December 2017.  Cork City Council has informed my Department that the replace-
ment of additional units is now also being considered. Any further requests for funding of ad-
ditional units will, of course, be considered by my Department.

31/01/2018WRD00600National Planning Framework

31/01/2018WRD0070089. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the issues raised in the submission by the Northern and Western Regional Assembly 
will be given consideration in the preparation of the national planning framework; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4531/18]

31/01/2018WRD00800119. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the potential of smaller towns to expand to enable population growth and provide 
for increased economic activity will be ensured and not constrained by the national planning 
framework; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4532/18]

31/01/2018WRD00900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 89 and 119 together.

The National Planning Framework (NPF), titled Ireland 2040 - Our Plan, will set a new 
long-term strategic planning and investment context for Ireland over the next 20 years.  It will 
outline a high-level, national vision for Ireland for 2040 and will provide the framework and 
principles to manage future population and economic growth over the next 20 years (catering 
for 1 million extra people, 600,000 extra jobs and over 500,000 extra homes).

The forthcoming NPF is about empowering all areas to play their distinct roles in secur-
ing overall optimal national and regional development, and sets out a growth strategy to help 
achieve this.  In doing so, the NPF presents a long-term framework that sets out how Ireland 
can move away from the ‘business as usual’ pattern of development.

In setting out a context for targeting future growth, the Framework does not seek to cap or 
limit the potential of places but to enable a co-ordinated and plan-led, rather than development-
led, approach to their progression. The NPF identifies the need for a strategic strengthening 
of Ireland’s overall urban structure, building on the recently published ESRI research paper, 
entitled Prospects for Irish Regions and Counties: Scenarios and Implications  .

Importantly, where a settlement is not specifically identified or referenced in the Frame-
work, there is no intention to preclude such settlements from future growth or investment. 
Such issues will be further considered at a regional scale as part of the Regional Spatial and 
Economic Strategies and at the local scale as part of the City and County Development Plan 
process and Local Economic and Community Plans, consistent with the general targeted pattern 
of development of the NPF.
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Furthermore, the general targeted pattern of development and growth under the NPF does 
not mean that individual settlements or rural areas cannot exceed the targeted rate of growth, 
rather that not every place can exceed the targeted growth rate, which needs to be balanced on 
a regional and county basis.

My Department has engaged regularly with the Northern and Western Regional Assembly 
(NWRA) throughout all stages of the preparation of the NPF, as well as with a wide range of 
other stakeholders. Over 1,000 submissions were received by my Department in the context of 
the draft NPF and all of these submissions, including the matters raised by the NWRA, will be 
considered in completing the final NPF.

  Question No. 90 answered with Question No. 64.

31/01/2018WRD01100Emergency Accommodation Provision

31/01/2018WRD0120091. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of the proposed national quality standards framework for emergency accommodation; 
the ongoing inspections of private and voluntary sector emergency accommodation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4585/18]

31/01/2018WRD01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommoda-
tion and related services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities. This 
includes operational issues such as ensuring that contracted services are delivered in a profes-
sional manner, that inspections take place and that homeless families/individuals can report 
issues to the relevant authority. 

In this regard, the Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) has been overseeing the 
development of a quality standards framework, coordinating this work in consultation with an 
advisory group, which includes representation from various housing authorities, service provid-
ers, Tusla, clients and other stakeholders, with a view to having the finalised standards adopted 
on a national basis by individual housing authorities. The draft standards have been piloted in a 
number of selected services across the country and positive feedback has been received. 

I understand that the DRHE is preparing a final draft quality standards framework for formal 
submission to my Department.  On receipt of this, along with any recommendations with regard 
to implementation from the DRHE and the advisory group, I will give consideration to how 
such standards could be applied on a national basis by housing authorities.

  Question No. 92 answered with Question No. 61.

31/01/2018WRD01500Housing Assistance Payment Administration

31/01/2018WRD0160093. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his views on whether it is appropriate that those on the housing assistance payment 
HAP transfer list in local authorities are not counted as still having a housing need despite the 
insecurity of their tenancies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4421/18]

31/01/2018WRD01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a flexible and immediate housing support that is 
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now available to all eligible households throughout the State. There are currently more than 
32,000 households having their housing needs met via HAP. 

Following the commencement of the provisions in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2014, HAP is considered to be a social housing support and consequently households are 
not eligible to remain on the main housing waiting list. However, acknowledging that house-
holds on the waiting list who avail of HAP might have expectations that they would receive a 
more traditional form of social housing support, Ministerial directions have issued to ensure 
that, should they so choose, HAP recipients can avail of a move to other forms of social housing 
support through a transfer list.

Local authorities were also directed that HAP recipients who apply to go on the transfer list, 
should get full credit for the time they spent on the waiting list and be placed on the transfer list 
with no less favourable terms than if they had remained on the waiting list. 

The practical operation of transfer lists is a matter for each local authority to manage, on the 
basis of their own scheme of letting priorities.  The setting of such schemes is a reserved func-
tion of the local authority and as such is a matter for the elected members.

  Question No. 94 answered with Question No. 64.

31/01/2018WRD01900Tenancy Protection Scheme

31/01/2018WRD0200095. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the measures he will take to protect the interests of the households at a location (details sup-
plied) that face the threat of homelessness arising from the notice to quit they received from a 
company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4554/18]

31/01/2018WRD02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Security of tenure provisions under the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2016 apply once a 
tenant has been in occupation of a dwelling for a continuous period of 6 months, with no notice 
of termination having been served during that time. Section 34 provides that a landlord must 
state a reason for the termination in any notice served. The reason must be one of those set out 
in section 34, for example, that vacant possession is required for substantial refurbishment of 
the dwelling.

Notice periods for the termination of a tenancy by the landlord vary, depending on the dura-
tion of the tenancy, but periods of up to 224 days are required.

If a landlord is terminating the tenancy on the grounds that he or she intends to substantially 
refurbish or renovate the dwelling in a way that requires the dwelling to be vacated for that 
purpose, the notice of termination must include a statement;

(a) specifying the nature of the intended works and providing a copy of any related planning 
permission. Where planning permission is not required, the notice or statement must specify the 
name of the contractor and the proposed dates for the works.

(b) that the landlord is required to offer to the tenant a tenancy of the dwelling if it becomes 
available for re-letting within a period of 6 months, subject to certain conditions. 

On 23 November 2017, the RTB published a comprehensive set of guidelines on what 
constitutes substantial refurbishment or renovation for the purposes of a section 34 ground for 
tenancy termination. The guidelines are available on the RTB website:
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[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/4F12C18BF57D8D9B8025822
70054B37F/$File/RTB_Guidelines_for_good_practice_on_the_substantial_change_exemp-
tion_in_Rent_Pressure_Zones.pdf?openelement”>Changes in Exemptions in Rent Pressure 
Zones</a>]

I have asked my Department to keep under review whether there is value in placing these 
guidelines on a statutory footing.

  Question No. 96 answered with Question No. 61.

31/01/2018WRD02300Local Authority Housing Data

31/01/2018WRD0240097. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of the 1,757 voids returned to stock in 2017 that had a tenant at the beginning of 
2017. [4583/18]

31/01/2018WRD02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The purpose of the voids programme is to ensure that vacant units are actively targeted and 
returned to productive use as quickly as possible, particularly homes that would likely remain 
vacant for a significant period of time because of the cost of the works required.  Funding these 
refurbishments and bringing such units back into active use means that households, who would 
otherwise not have been housed, can actually be accommodated. 

My Department does not collate data on the letting history of properties submitted for re-
furbishment under the voids programme and therefore the information sought is not available 
in my Department.

  Question No. 98 answered with Question No. 64.

31/01/2018WRD02700Social and Affordable Housing Provision

31/01/2018WRD0280099. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the capacity for social housing development in the Howth, Malahide, Swords and Balbriggan 
areas, with specific reference to the locality of each proposed development; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4348/18]

31/01/2018WRD02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness has put in 
place the funding required to accelerate the delivery of social housing across all local authority 
areas. €6 billion in exchequer investment has been secured to support its implementation and to 
deliver 50,000 social housing units through build, refurbishment, acquisitions and leasing, over 
the period to 2021. 

The bringing forward of specific social housing developments is a matter for individual lo-
cal authorities, having regard to the specific housing needs identified in their area.  Housing 
needs are identified by the annual Summary of Social Housing Assessments, the most recent 
results of which were published earlier this month by my Department and outline the level of 
housing need across all local authorities as at 28 June 2017.  

In relation to social housing developments, the latest status report for social housing con-
struction projects, as at end Q3 2017, contains key information on current social housing con-
struction activity in all local authority areas. The Q3 2017 report details 772 schemes recently 
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completed, on site, or undergoing planning, design or procurement, which will deliver some 
12,300 homes.  The Report is available on my Department’s website at the following weblink:

  http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/quarter-3-social-housing-construction-status-report/ .

The Report includes details of the significant level of activity being undertaken by Fingal 
County Council in conjunction with Approved Housing Bodies across 34 projects, which will 
deliver in the region of 850 homes. Some of these projects are located in the specific areas 
identified.

In addition to the provision of adequate funding, the availability of suitable lands for devel-
opment is key to ensuring the delivery of sufficient housing supply and it is therefore crucial 
that the State’s housing land bank is developed as soon as possible. To this end, details of some 
1,700 hectares of land in local authority and Housing Agency ownership were published on the 
Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map, with these lands having the potential to deliver some 
42,500 homes nationally. The map also includes details of some 300 hectares of land in owner-
ship of other State or semi-State bodies, with the potential to deliver a further 7,500 homes. All 
of the mapped sites, including sites notified by Fingal County Council, can be viewed at the 
following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/.

All local authorities have been requested to prepare Strategic Development and Manage-
ment Plans for residential lands in their ownership to ensure they are brought forward for de-
velopment at the earliest opportunity.  The Plans, including that submitted by Fingal County 
Council, are currently being reviewed by my Department. It is my intention to publish all the 
plans in due course.

In the context of his new role in driving and co-ordinating housing delivery, my colleague, 
Minister of State Damien English, will chair the State Land Management and Development 
Group, whose key role will be to drive delivery of housing from the local authority and broader 
State land bank. The work programme of the Group will include engagement with all local au-
thorities, including Fingal County Council, to discuss their plans for the development of public 
lands in their areas.

  Question No. 100 answered with Question No. 69.

31/01/2018WRD03100Election Expenditure

31/01/2018WRD03200101. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he is satisfied that those provisions in the Electoral Acts in regard to donations to third parties 
for political purposes are fit for purpose. [4487/18]

31/01/2018WRD03300109. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans to amend the Electoral Acts to address the difficulties identified by the Standards in 
Public Office Commission in regard to supervising the provisions of the Acts regarding third 
parties. [4486/18]

31/01/2018WRD03400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 101 and 109 together.

The Electoral Act 1997 (as amended) provides the statutory framework for dealing with 
political donations and sets out the regulatory regime covering a wide range of issues such 
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as the funding of political parties; the reimbursement of election expenses; the establishment 
of election expenditure limits; the disclosure of election expenditure; the setting of limits on 
permissible donations; the prohibition of certain donations; the disclosure of donations and the 
registration of third parties who accept donations given for political purposes which exceed 
€100.  The Act also provides for the independent supervision of this regime by the Standards in 
Public Office Commission (SIPO).

In this regard, I understand that SIPO has published guidelines to inform third parties of 
their obligations under the Act which can be accessed on their website

http://www.sipo.ie/en/guidelines/explanatory-notes/explanatory-notes-for-third-parties/
explanatory-note-for-third-parties.pdf.

Ultimately, the onus is on each third party to adhere to their obligations under the Act.

The concerns raised by a number of the civil society groups in relation to the requirements 
on third parties are being further examined and considered within my Department having re-
gard to experience, including previous reports from SIPO, with the implementation of Part IV 
of the Electoral Act 1997.

I have no proposals to amend the Electoral Acts in relation to foreign donations at this point 
in time. However, electoral law, including the provisions of the Electoral Act 1997, is subject to 
ongoing review in order to ensure that a robust and modern legal framework is maintained as a 
cornerstone in support of the operation of our democratic system.

31/01/2018WRD03500Local Authority Housing Data

31/01/2018WRD03600102. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of social homes it is planned to develop in conjunction with Meath County 
Council in the full and total land bank of State owned lands at Farganstown, Navan, County 
Meath. [4544/18]

31/01/2018WRD03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department approved overall funding of €5.68 million for Meath County Council, under 
the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF), for the provision of an access road 
at the site in Farganstown, Navan, Co. Meath. This will enable the construction of some 400 
homes, both social and private, on the associated private and state owned sites.

My Department has approved further funding of €11.2 million for the construction of 42 
social housing homes on the State owned site at Farganstown. In addition, there will be a further 
additional social housing return to the State in terms of the required Part V homes secured from 
the private site.   

Meath County Council have confirmed that there is capacity to provide a further 1,200 hous-
ing units at Farganstown, which will be progressed once water and waste water infrastructure is 
in place post 2021. My Department will be rolling out phase 2 of the LIHAF scheme over the 
coming months. It will be open to Meath County Council to apply for further funding for the 
Farganstown site, in view of the infrastructural requirements arising for future development.

31/01/2018WRD03800Social and Affordable Housing Provision

31/01/2018WRD03900103. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
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Government if his attention has been drawn to the demand for co-operative housing in Galway 
city and county; if so, the status of plans for the provision of co-operative housing in the city; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4453/18]

31/01/2018WRD04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government recognises that housing affordability is a major issue for some households in 
parts of the country, including Galway. While initiatives introduced to date are having a posi-
tive impact and will have a greater impact in time, the need for further targeted measures is 
recognised.

For this reason, on 22 January, I announced a package of initiatives to help alleviate afford-
ability pressures faced by households, particularly in areas of high housing demand and high 
accommodation costs. The measures are designed to enable low- to moderate-income house-
holds that do not qualify for social housing supports, to purchase or rent homes, particularly in 
Dublin, Galway, Cork and other major urban areas. Close cooperation between local authorities 
and Approved Housing Bodies and/or housing co-operatives is clearly envisaged within the 
suite of measures announced.

The new measures included the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, an Affordable Purchase 
Scheme and an Affordable Rental Scheme. Further details on this suite of initiatives are avail-
able on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/min-murphys-statement-on-affordable-homes/.

The delivery of affordable housing will rely on the State developing the full potential of its 
residential land bank. All local authority Chief Executives have been requested to submit pro-
posals, by mid-February, for the delivery of additional affordable housing in their areas.  In ad-
dition, a Residential Land Management and Development Group has been established and will 
play a key role in driving delivery as speedily as possible. The Group will meet with all local 
authorities, including the two Galway Councils, to explore the most appropriate approaches in 
individual local authority areas, including the potential for collaborative engagements with Ap-
proved Housing Bodies.

31/01/2018WRD04100Planning Issues

31/01/2018WRD04200104. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the report held by his Department on allegations of planning corruption on 
County Donegal; when this report will be published; and the actions he plans to take arising 
from the report. [4587/18]

31/01/2018WRD04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
refer to the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 196 of 24 January 2018, which sets out the 
position in this matter.

31/01/2018WRD04400Tenant Purchase Scheme Administration

31/01/2018WRD04500105. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the new tenant purchase scheme will be launched; the mortgage approval process 
associated with same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4547/18]

31/01/2018WRD04600115. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he will introduce measures to allow families that do not have a minimum earned 
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income of €15,000 per annum to purchase their homes under the tenant purchase scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [4339/18]

31/01/2018WRD04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 105 and 115 together.

The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016.  The 
Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are 
available for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, includ-
ing having a minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of 
social housing support for at least one year.

The financing of any house sold under the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme is a sepa-
rate matter from the eligibility criteria for the scheme.  If the tenant is deemed eligible under 
the scheme, he or she may fund the purchase of a house from one, or a combination, of his / 
her own resources or a mortgage provided by a financial institution or a local authority house 
purchase loan. 

The minimum reckonable income for eligibility under the scheme is determined by the 
relevant local authority in accordance with the detailed provisions of the Ministerial Direction 
issued under Sections 24(3) and (4) of the 2014 Act. In the determination of the minimum reck-
onable income, local authorities include income from a number of different sources and classes, 
such as from employment, private pensions, maintenance payments and certain social welfare 
payments, including pensions, where the social welfare payment is secondary to employment 
income. 

In determining reckonable income, the income of all tenants of the house, including adult 
children that are joint tenants, is included, as is the income of the spouse, civil partner or other 
partner / co-habitant of a tenant who lives in the house with them, thus ensuring the appropriate 
level of discount is applied to the purchase price.

It was for reasons of ensuring the sustainability of the scheme, that the minimum income 
was introduced.  This was in order to demonstrate an applicant had an income of a long-term 
and sustainable nature, to ensure that the tenant purchasing the house is in a financial position, 
as the owner, to maintain and insure the property for the duration of the charged period, in com-
pliance with the conditions of the order transferring the ownership of, and responsibility for, the 
house from the local authority to the tenant.

In line with the commitment given in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and 
Homelessness, a review of the first 12 months of the Tenant Purchase Scheme’s operation has 
been undertaken. The review has incorporated analysis of comprehensive data received from 
local authorities regarding the operation of the scheme during 2016 and a wide-ranging public 
consultation process which took place in 2017 and saw submissions received from individuals, 
elected representatives and organisations.

The review is now complete and a full report setting out findings and recommendations has 
been prepared.  I expect to be in a position to publish the outcome of the review shortly.

31/01/2018WRD04800Local Authority Housing Data

31/01/2018WRD04900106. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of homes that were completed in County Laois in 2017 by Laois County 
Council; and the target for same in the coming years for County Laois. [4534/18]



31 January 2018

27

31/01/2018WRD05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
On 15 January last, I published indicative national figures for social housing output for 2017. 
These are available at the following link on my Department’s website: http://www.housing.gov.
ie/housing/rebuilding-ireland/social-housing-delivery-2017-ministers-statement.

Following completion of the necessary validation process, the full breakdown of this deliv-
ery for 2017, including by local authority area, will be published on my Department’s website.  
In the meantime, details in respect of delivery up to the end of quarter 3 of 2017 are currently 
published and available at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision. 

In relation to targets for further delivery, I discussed these at a second Housing Summit, 
which I held last week, with the Chief Executives of each of the 31 Local Authorities and I will 
be publishing targets, for delivery out to 2021, in the coming weeks.

  Question No. 107 answered with Question No. 69.

31/01/2018WRD05200Local Authority Housing Data

31/01/2018WRD05300108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of local authority houses commenced and or built by each local authority in 
2017; the way in which the number related to the number of eligible persons on a waiting list of 
the local authorities in question; the extent to which the number will be increased in 2018; the 
extent to which it is expected to reduce the number on the waiting lists in each local authorities 
in 2018; his plans for an accelerated building programme to deal with the situation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4603/18]

31/01/2018WRD05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details on the number of households qualified and on waiting lists for social housing support in 
each local authority area, are set out in the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments. 
The most recent summary, which was carried out in 2017, details the number of households on 
all local authority waiting lists, as at 28 June 2017 and can be accessed on my Department’s 
website at the following link.

  http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/sha_summary_2017.pdf.

The 2017 summary, which was published recently, shows that 85,799 households were as-
sessed as being qualified for and in need of social housing support.  This represents a decrease 
of 5,801 households or 6.3% compared to the 2016 summary.

In terms of meeting the need of households on waiting lists across the country, Rebuilding 
Ireland set ambitious targets for social housing delivery and there is an accelerated delivery 
programme in place for 2018 and the years beyond.  Last year, I secured an additional €500 
million during Budget 2018 negotiations, to increase the social housing delivery ambition from 
47,000 to 50,000 social housing homes by end 2021. Combined with the target to deliver just 
under 88,000 tenancies under the Housing Assistance Payment  and Rental Accommodation 
Schemes, this means that we will meet the needs of just under 138,000 individuals and families 
over the lifetime of the Rebuilding Ireland plan. 

I recently published details of the 2017 provisional social housing outputs in 2017. During 
last year, just under 26,000 households had their social housing need met, well ahead of the tar-
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get of just over 21,000. Details are available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

  http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/2017-social-housing-output-figures-published/.

It should be noted that to date under Rebuilding Ireland, just under 45,000 households have 
had their social housing need met. Indeed, I recently published details of the social housing de-
livery ambition to 2021 against the delivery achieved at end 2017; this information is available 
at the following weblink:

  http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-progress-vs-targets-2016-2021/.

In relation to social housing construction activity, my Department publishes comprehensive 
status reports on a quarterly basis, in relation to social housing construction schemes for all lo-
cal authority areas, showing details, such as their locations and a range of information relating 
to their advancement.  The most recent of these reports covers the period up to the end of quar-
ter 3 of 2017. It includes information on the delivery of over 12,000 new social housing homes, 
which were approved and progressing through planning, design, and construction, or have been 
completed in 2016 and to the end of quarter 3 of 2017. The report also showed that there were 
over 3,600 new homes on site and under construction and a further 2,000 new homes with ap-
proval to appoint contractors and move onto the construction phase. The report can be accessed 
on my Department’s website at the following link: 

  http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/quarter-3-social-housing-construction-status-report/.

In relation to the Deputy’s query regarding delivery in 2018, the table below sets out the 
main programmes of social housing delivery for 2018. 

Delivery Method 2018 Targets
Build 4,969
Acquisitions 900
Leasing 2,000
RAS 600
HAP 17,000
Total 25,469
It should be noted that at the second Housing Summit, held on January 22nd, I asked each 

Local Authority Chief Executive to furnish a report by mid-February, confirming and setting 
out how their Local Authority will deliver on its social housing targets over the coming years. 
It is my intention that the targets will be published as soon as possible thereafter, and progress 
made by each local authority in terms of delivery against these targets will then be published on 
an ongoing basis, providing greater accountability and driving delivery.

  Question No. 109 answered with Question No. 101.

  Question No. 110 answered with Question No. 70.

  Question No. 111 answered with Question No. 70.

31/01/2018WRE00300Local Government Reform

31/01/2018WRE00400112. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the new municipal borough district model being proposed by him under plans an-
nounced in December 2017 will be afforded statutory budgetary and planning powers for its 
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administrative areas distinct from its parent county council authority. [4543/18]

31/01/2018WRE00500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Programme for a Partnership Government (PPG) sets out a 
number of requirements in relation to local government reform.  This involves the submission 
of a report to Government and the Oireachtas on potential measures to boost local government 
leadership and accountability, and to ensure that local government funding, structures and re-
sponsibilities strengthen local democracy.  The Programme also references some specific issues 
to be considered such as the concept of directly elected mayors in cities, devolution of new 
powers to local authorities, reducing the size of local electoral areas, and town council status. 

It is intended that proposals to address the PPG requirements will be submitted to Gov-
ernment shortly, following which the matters involved will be referred to the Oireachtas for 
consideration.  Among the issues being addressed in this context is the scope to strengthen the 
decision-making role and capacity of the elected members at municipal district level, particu-
larly in relation to budgetary and local development matters, and capacity to promote economic 
and social development of towns.  It should also be noted that municipal district members al-
ready have significant powers in the planning area, including responsibility for the adoption of 
local area plans.

31/01/2018WRE00600Homelessness Strategy

31/01/2018WRE00700113. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the way in which he is planning to reduce the flow of families and individuals into 
homelessness as a result of evictions and mortgage repossessions; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4422/18]

31/01/2018WRE00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Residential Tenancies Acts regulate the landlord-tenant relationship in the private rented 
sector and set out the rights and obligations of landlords and tenants. Furthermore, the Resi-
dential Tenancies Board was established as an independent statutory body to operate a national 
tenancy registration system and to resolve disputes between landlords and tenants. 

Under the Acts, where a tenant has been in occupation of a dwelling for a continuous period 
of six months, and no notice of termination has been served, the tenancy is established for the 
remainder of the four year period; this is referred to in the Act as a ‘Part 4’ tenancy.  Where a 
Part 4 tenancy is being terminated, the landlord must state the reason in a termination notice. 
The termination will not be valid unless that reason is one of those set out in the Acts - for ex-
ample, that vacant possession is required for substantial refurbishment of the dwelling. Notice 
periods for the termination of a tenancy by the landlord vary, depending on the duration of the 
tenancy, but periods of up to 224 days are provided for. 

Threshold, the housing charity, operates the Tenancy Protection Service (TPS) which is a 
national service providing advice and support to households living in private rented accommo-
dation who are experiencing tenancy problems, including where a tenancy is at risk of termina-
tion. The TPS seeks to protect existing tenancies, keeping people in their home and preventing 
them from having to access homeless services. Threshold’s Tenancy Protection Service (TPS) 
helpline on free-phone 1800 454 454 is available from Monday to Friday, 9am to 9pm. Further 
information is also available at www.threshold.ie.

I also intend to introduce legislation as soon as possible in 2018 to make it an offence to 
implement rent increases that contravene the Rent Pressure Zone limits. The Residential Tenan-
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cies Board will be given the powers and resources to investigate and prosecute landlords who 
implement such increases.

With regard to mortgage repossessions, while the circumstances of each case may vary, 
depending on the terms of the mortgage or charge under which a receiver is appointed, the ap-
pointment of a receiver does not affect the statutory or contractual rights of tenants under the 
Residential Tenancies Acts.  

The Strategy for the Rental Sector, which was published in December 2016, recognises that 
receivership and repossession processes can cause confusion and distress for tenants.  It also 
committed my Department to establishing an Inter-Departmental Working Group to explore the 
scope to provide for greater protection of tenants’ rights during the receivership process by en-
suring that persons appointed as receivers will be required to fulfil the obligations of a landlord. 
The Working Group is expected to finalise its report later in Q1 2018.

The Government is committed to supporting households in long-term mortgage arrears 
to remain in their homes where possible.  There are currently two Mortgage to Rent (MTR) 
schemes funded by my Department.  One of the schemes provides that a local authority can 
acquire ownership of properties with unsustainable local authority mortgages, thus enabling the 
household to remain in their home as a social housing tenant.  The second scheme provides that 
an Approved Housing Body (AHB) can acquire ownership of a property with an unsustainable 
private mortgage from a lender, while also allowing the household to remain in their home as a 
social housing tenant.  Both schemes are part of the overall suite of social housing options and 
an important part of the mortgage arrears resolution process.  These schemes target only the 
most acute arrears cases where a mortgage is clearly unsustainable.

  Question No. 114 answered with Question No. 64.

  Question No. 115 answered with Question No. 105.

  Question No. 116 answered with Question No. 70.

  Questions Nos. 117 and 118 answered with Question No. 61.

  Question No. 119 answered with Question No. 89.

  Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 64.

31/01/2018WRE01325Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRE01350121. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Taoiseach the names of advisers he has appointed 
to his office since becoming Taoiseach; the responsibilities of each; the previous employment 
of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans to make further additional appointments. [4875/18]

31/01/2018WRE01375Taoiseach (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There are seven Special Advisers employed in my of-
fice. They are detailed in the following table:

Name Role Salary Level Previous Employment
Brian Murphy Chief of Staff Deputy Secretary Special Adviser [Minister for So-

cial Protection]
John Carroll Head of Policy 

and Programme 
Implementation

Assistant Secre-
tary

Chief Executive Officer, Public 
Relations Institute of Ireland
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Name Role Salary Level Previous Employment
Patrick 
Geoghegan

Special Adviser 
(on secondment)

Assistant Secre-
tary

Professor in Modern History, Trin-
ity College Dublin

Angela Flana-
gan

Special Adviser  Principal Officer Special Adviser [Taoiseach]

Philip 
O’Callaghan

Special Adviser Principal Officer Policy & Parliamentary Adviser 
[Minister for Social Protection]

Clare Mungo-
van

Special Adviser Principal Officer Special Adviser [Minister of State 
for Defence]

Jim D’Arcy Special Adviser Assistant Principal 
Officer (Higher)

Senator

The Special Advisers working in my office provide briefings and advice on a wide range of 
policy matters, as well as performing other functions as I may direct from time to time. They 
also liaise with other Special Advisers in each Government Department so that I remain in-
formed on developments across Government. I keep the resourcing of my advisory team under 
ongoing review.

31/01/2018WRF00200Defence Forces Medicinal Products

31/01/2018WRF00300122. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that more than 3,000 serving Army personnel and veterans who were 
prescribed Lariam have approached one law firm (details supplied) in the UK with a view to 
taking cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4724/18]

31/01/2018WRF00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): It would not be 
appropriate for me to comment in relation to litigation matters arising in another jurisdiction.

31/01/2018WRF00500Defence Forces Operations

31/01/2018WRF00600123. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans for 
the Defence Forces in counties Leitrim, Sligo and Donegal in view of Brexit and the possible 
reintroduction of a hard border; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4740/18]

31/01/2018WRF00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As part of a 
whole of Government approach, my Department is engaged in forward planning with the other 
Departments involved in addressing all issues relevant to the UK decision to leave the EU.

The progress made towards the end of last year, as part of the first phase of the Brexit nego-
tiations, offers encouragement in relation to border issues where a significant commitment was 
made to avoid a hard border.

The UK decision to exit the EU does not of itself give rise to additional border control 
requirements at this time.  Furthermore, primary responsibility for the internal security of the 
State rests with the Minister for Justice and Equality and An Garda Síochána.  Responsibility 
for the security aspect of border control rests with An Garda Síochána while the Revenue Com-
missioners also have responsibilities relating to their particular mandate.

Among the roles assigned to the Defence Forces in the White Paper on Defence is the provi-
sion of Aid to the Civil Power which, in practice, means to provide assistance and support to 
An Garda Síochána when requested to do so.  The Defence Forces also provide support to the 
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Revenue Commissioners, again when requested to do so.

There is ongoing close liaison between An Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces regard-
ing security matters and regular coordination and liaison meetings take place.  My Depart-
ment will continue to monitor the ongoing situation to ensure that both it and the Defence 
Forces are fully prepared to address any potential issues that might arise in the defence area as 
a consequence of Brexit.

31/01/2018WRF00800Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRF00900124. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the names of 
advisers he has appointed to his office since becoming Minister; the responsibilities of each; 
the previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans to make further appoint-
ments. [4865/18]

31/01/2018WRF01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The following are 
details of the advisers appointed by me in my capacity as Minister of State with Responsibility 
for Defence.

Name Date of Appointment Salary
Special Adviser John Coughlan 6 May 2016 to date €84,973 - €104,507
Press Adviser Clare Mungovan 18 May 2016 - 

7 January 2018
€84,973 - €104,507

Neither was employed in a Government Department immediately prior to their appointment 
as my advisers.

These are the only advisers appointed by me in the period since 6 May 2016.

I expect to appoint a replacement press adviser in the near future.

31/01/2018WRF01100Departmental Contracts Data

31/01/2018WRF01200125. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the details of the contract awarded for the supply of the passport card; the name of the contract; 
the company to which it was awarded; the date it was awarded; the length of the contract; the 
cost of the contract; and if it was tendered. [4767/18]

31/01/2018WRF01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is responsible for issuing Irish passports and all con-
nected matters.

At both EU and national levels, public procurement is governed by a comprehensive regula-
tory and policy framework.  The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade adheres to the prin-
ciple of competitive tendering in respect of its contracting for services, supplies and works.  The 
applicable law and guidance is set out in the Public Sector Procurement Regulations published 
in 2016 under S.I. 284 of 2016, which implemented the European Directive (2014/18/EC) as 
well as the Circulars and Guidelines issued by Government.  Implementation of these policies 
and principles ensures the Department gets best value for money and ensures that in general, a 
competitive process is carried out in an open, objective and transparent manner.  The Depart-
ment is also required to use central Government frameworks when available.
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The contract for the provision of Irish passport booklets and other travel documents for the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade was awarded to DLRS Group, following a competi-
tive tendering process conducted in 2012-2013.

Given the contract value and specialist service requirement, a restricted two stage process 
was openly published in the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU).  The initial re-
quirement sought a response to a pre-qualification questionnaire from the open market regard-
ing financial and technical capacity and applying a set selection criteria.  Following evaluation, 
eleven Tenderers qualified under the pre-qualification questionnaire selection criteria and were 
invited to submit a full tender proposal to meet the requirement.  These tenders were assessed 
against the weighted award criteria issued to invitees in advance of evaluation.  The contract 
was awarded to the highest scoring Tenderer under the most economically advantageous tender 
method having regard to the contract award criteria set out in the Tender Notice.

The contract with DLRS Group was signed on 16 January 2014 (“Agreement relating to the 
supply of goods pursuant to request for tenders for the provision of Irish Passport Booklets”).

The contract is for an initial five year period, with an option to extend the contract on an 
annual basis for a maximum of two further years.

To allow for introduction of the Passport Card in October 2015 - and in keeping with the 
provision in the original contract foreseeing provision of other travel documents, including 
cards, in addition to passport books - a contract change request was agreed and signed with 
DLRS on 16 January 2015 for production of the Passport Card (“Irish Passport Card, Change 
Proposal December 2014”).

The term of the contract is for the duration of the Passport Booklet contract.  The cost of the 
contract for the production of the passport card is in the region of €1.5 million annually.

31/01/2018WRF01400Brexit Negotiations

31/01/2018WRF01500126. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has spoken to EU leaders at or since the last European Council meeting about the length 
of time for the transition phase for the UK following March 2019; and if Ireland’s request for a 
five-year transition period will be considered or reached. [4557/18]

31/01/2018WRF01600127. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has met with his officials to discuss phase 2 of the Brexit negotiations. [4558/18]

31/01/2018WRF01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 126 and 127 together.

Based on the additional Guidelines on the Article 50 negotiations adopted by the European 
Council on 15 December 2017, work during phase 2 of the negotiations will initially focus on 
three areas: completing work on the withdrawal issues and on drafting the Withdrawal Agree-
ment; transitional arrangements; and preparatory work for discussions on the future EU-UK 
relationship, which it is hoped can start in the spring.

Work at EU level on all three of these distinct areas has been proceeding at official level 
through the relevant preparatory bodies in Brussels.  I have scheduled weekly meetings with 
my officials, and often discuss the issues with them between those meetings, and am in any case 
kept continually updated of issues as they develop.
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At a political level, EU27 Ministers met at the General Affairs Council (Art. 50) on 29 Janu-
ary.  I was unable to travel on account of other pressing business and Ireland was represented 
by the Minister of State, Helen McEntee.  Michel Barnier updated Ministers on the overall state 
of play of negotiations and Ministers also adopted supplementary negotiating directives, man-
dating the European Commission Taskforce to open negotiations with the UK on a transitional 
arrangement.

I welcome that the EU is proposing a status quo transitional arrangement after the UK leaves 
the EU in March 2019.  Such an arrangement will provide certainty and limit disruption for our 
citizens and businesses.  Under such an arrangement the UK will be expected to continue to 
apply the full EU acquis.

As concerns the duration of such a transition, the Government agrees that in the interests of 
long term certainty, and to accelerate agreement on the future relationship agreement, it must be 
time bound.  This is the overall view of both the EU and of the UK.  Therefore a date of 31 De-
cember 2020 has been set for the end of the transition period.  But equally, as the negotiations 
progress, the overriding objective on both sides must be to avoid any gaps and any cliff edge 
effects.  It is therefore welcome that the General Affairs Council agreed to keep the Directives 
in all their aspects under constant review, taking account of developments in the Brexit negotia-
tions.  This provides the flexibility required.

31/01/2018WRF01900Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRF02000128. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the names of advisers he has appointed to his office since becoming Minister; the responsibili-
ties of each; the previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans to make 
further appointments. [4869/18]

31/01/2018WRF02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): There 
are currently four Special Advisers employed by my Department.

There are three Special Advisers to the Tánaiste:

Ms Caitríona Fitzpatrick is my Special Adviser and Political Director.  She was previously 
a Special Adviser in my role as Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Govern-
ment.

Mr. Matthew Lynch is my Special Adviser on Cabinet, Oireachtas and Leaders’ Questions.  
He was previously in the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation as Special Adviser 
to Ms Frances Fitzgerald TD in her then role as Tánaiste.

Mr. Chris Donoghue is my Special Adviser and Communications Director.  He was previ-
ously employed as Political Editor of the Communicorp group of radio stations and before that 
as a presenter on Newstalk.

The Special Adviser to the Minister of State for European Affairs is Mr. Paul Fox, who was 
previously employed as a Client Manager with PR 360 and before that as Adviser to Mr. Paudie 
Coffey TD at the Department of Environment, Community & Local Government.

The Special Advisers to the Tánaiste are on the Principal Officer salary scale.  The Special 
Adviser to the Minister of State for European Affairs is on the Assistant Principal Officer salary 
scale.
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All of these appointments were made in line with “Instructions to Personnel Officers - Min-
isterial Appointments for the 32nd Dáil” which included “Guidelines on staffing of Ministerial 
offices” issued by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

I do not have plans to appoint additional special advisers at this time.

31/01/2018WRF02200Tender Process

31/01/2018WRF02300129. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the estimated cost of the recently announced Citizens’ Dialogue on the Future of Europe meet-
ings; the public tendering process that was put in place to manage these meetings; the company 
that was awarded the tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4878/18]

31/01/2018WRF02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
reflection process launched by EU leaders in the aftermath of the UK’s decision to leave the EU 
focused increased attention on the future direction of the European Union.  Feeding into this 
process, the European Commission’s White Paper on the Future of Europe published last March 
and the Leaders’ Agenda adopted by the European Council last October have prompted a debate 
across Member States on the future of Europe.

The Government is committed to contributing to the debate and ensuring greater engage-
ment with the public around the future of Europe.  To this end, the Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar TD, 
and I, along with the Minister of State for European Affairs, Helen McEntee TD, launched a 
Citizens’ dialogue on the Future of Europe on 15 November last.

It is essential that the EU addresses the key concerns of its citizens and the aim of the Gov-
ernment’s Future of Europe initiative is to promote a meaningful debate on the future direction 
of the EU and at the same time to promote better awareness of the EU, its role, values and 
achievements.

Minister of State McEntee is leading this process and has participated in a number of en-
gagements already and recently announced a schedule for the Future of Europe Citizens’ Dia-
logues.  The purpose of these dialogues is to engage with citizens to hear their views, opinions 
and insights about the European Union so that we can help to shape a better Europe for all.  
This will be primarily a listening exercise, focussed on the needs and concerns of our citizens.  
We do not want to be prescriptive and we want to draw on these sessions to help formulate our 
contribution to the broader European debate.  I would encourage everyone to get involved.

Dialogue events will be held in Galway on 8 February, Cork on 22 February, Donegal on 
8 March and Meath on 19th April.  They will conclude on 9 May next (Europe Day) with an 
event in Dublin.  The cost of each meeting is estimated at approx. €10,000.  This was not the 
subject of a tender process as European Movement Ireland, which is our partner in organising 
the Dialogues, is in receipt of ongoing funding from the Department.

The grant of €250,000 annually for three years to EMI from my Department is to carry out 
work on the basis of a proposal it submitted, which includes an extensive programme of work 
on communications and outreach activities including these Citizens Dialogues.

31/01/2018WRF02500Foreign Conflicts

31/01/2018WRF02600130. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he has made recent diplomatic representations to the Saudi Arabian State Minister for Foreign 



Questions - Written Answers

36

Affairs, Nizar bin Obaid Madani, regarding the humanitarian situation in Yemen; and the status 
of the proceedings of the core group established at the Human Rights Council in September 
2017 set up to establish the facts of violations of human rights on the ground. [4922/18]

31/01/2018WRF02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
extremely concerned about the current situation in Yemen, which is the world’s largest humani-
tarian crisis.  The war has now been ongoing for over one thousand days, and has had devastat-
ing consequences for civilians, with allegations of violations of human rights and international 
humanitarian law, and significant loss of life.

I have not met with any Saudi Ministerial counterparts since taking up my role as Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and Trade last year.  However, my predecessor, Minister Flanagan, raised 
concerns about the conduct of the war in Yemen and the humanitarian impact with Ministerial 
counterparts in Saudi Arabia and UAE on a number of occasions.  More recently, officials from 
my Department met with the Saudi Embassy in Dublin late last year, and passed on my strong 
concerns in relation to humanitarian access.  There have also been EU contacts with Saudi Ara-
bia on this issue.  At the Foreign Affairs Council on 11 December, I urged stronger EU action on 
humanitarian access in Yemen, and I will continue to raise these concerns with all appropriate 
interlocutors whenever opportunities arise.

At the Human Rights Council in September 2017, Ireland was part of a small core group 
of countries that drove forward the adoption by consensus of a Resolution on Yemen.  This 
Resolution established a group of eminent international and regional experts to carry out a 
comprehensive investigation of all alleged violations and abuses of international human rights 
since September 2014.  In December 2017, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights an-
nounced the names and appointment of its members.  The Group is expected to travel to Yemen 
soon and, as per the Resolution, will report back to the Human Rights Council in September of 
this year on its findings.  I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate my full support for the 
work of the Eminent Experts, and my commitment to ensuring accountability for all violations 
and abuses that have taken place in Yemen.

Ireland has also provided over €11 million in humanitarian assistance to Yemen since 2015, 
and we are committed to maintaining support.  Furthermore, the EU is the largest humanitarian 
donor to Yemen and has provided over €170 million in aid since the conflict began, to which 
Ireland contributes via the EU Development Budget.  I believe that the only way to bring about 
a long-term sustainable improvement in the situation for the Yemeni people is through a negoti-
ated end to this conflict, and Ireland fully supports UN efforts in this regard.

31/01/2018WRG00200Vehicle Registration

31/01/2018WRG00300131. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Finance if he will review the new N1 
vehicle category measurement method, in view of the fact it is excluding the majority of 4x4 
commercial vehicles from installing rear seats such as a make of car (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4745/18]

31/01/2018WRG00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 130 of the Finance Act 1992 as 
amended by section 53 of the Finance Act 2017 provides that from 31 July 2018 N1 vehicles 
with 4 or more seats will be liable to VRT at the Category A rate except where the vehicle has a 
BE bodywork code.  The BE bodywork code is assigned at type approval stage to N1 vehicles 
where the vehicle does not exceed 3,500 kilograms, and where the seating positions and the 
cargo area of the vehicle are not located in a single compartment.  N1 vehicles with a BE body-
work code and N1 vehicles with 3 or fewer seats will continue to benefit from the Category B 
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rate of VRT. These provisions will ensure that the lower rate of VRT will continue to apply to 
vehicles that are designed principally for the carriage of goods. 

These rules do not exclude the installation of rear seating in 4x4 vehicles but the VRT cat-
egory may change where seating is installed.  I have no plans to review these provisions.

31/01/2018WRG00500Corporate Tax Compliance

31/01/2018WRG00600132. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of companies that 
have applied for section 110 status in each of the years 2014 to 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4705/18]

31/01/2018WRG00700133. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of section 110 com-
panies that submitted tax returns for each of the years 2010 to 2016; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4706/18]

31/01/2018WRG00800134. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of audits by type, that 
is, single tax head, comprehensive and single issue carried out by the Revenue Commission-
ers on companies with section 110 status in 2016 and 2017 respectively; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4707/18]

31/01/2018WRG00900135. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number and value of VAT re-
payments issued to section 110 companies by the Revenue Commissioners in each of the years 
2015, 2016 and 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4708/18]

31/01/2018WRG01000136. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of section 110 com-
panies which were approved in each of the years 2005 to 2017 and to date in 2018, which have 
notified the Revenue Commissioners that they are no longer trading, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4709/18]

31/01/2018WRG01100137. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the estimated assets under man-
agement in section 110 companies in 2016 and 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4710/18]

31/01/2018WRG01200138. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance for the number of section 110 
companies which owned Irish assets in each of the years 2014, 2015 and 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4711/18]

31/01/2018WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 132 
to 138, inclusive, together.

In relation to question number 4705 and question Number 4709, I am informed by Revenue 
that between 1 January 2005 and 31 December 2017 a total of 3,893 companies had notified 
Revenue that they were qualifying companies for the purposes of section 110 Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997.  762 of these company’s corporation tax registrations had been ceased up until 3 
June 2017.  The breakdown by year of notification is as follows: 

Year Number of notifications  received Number  of tax registrations ceased*
2005 167 80
2006 257 97
2007 435 216
2008 242 115
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Year Number of notifications  received Number  of tax registrations ceased*
2009 140 73
2010 137 43
2011 159 39
2012 130 15
2013 223 23
2014 344 42
2015 423 12
2016 477 6
2017    759 1
Total 3,893 762
*Figures in relation to the number of tax registrations ceased is only available up until 3 

June 2017.

In relation to question number 4706, I am informed by the Revenue that, as for all taxpayers,  
companies that have notified Revenue that they are a “qualifying company” for the purposes 
of section 110 Tax Consolidation Act 1997 and have a “live”  corporation tax registration are 
required to submit corporation tax returns within 9 months of the year-end.  As of Friday 26 
January 2017, 2,545 section 110 companies have submitted tax returns for 2016.   Information 
relating to the years 2010 to 2015 is recorded by taxpayer rather than by taxpayer type and it 
is not possible to distinguish between section 110 companies and other taxpayers.  Therefore 
information relating to 2010 to 2015 is not readily available.  

In relation to question number 4707, I am informed by the Revenue that the number of au-
dits carried out on companies that have notified Revenue that they are qualifying companies for 
the purposes of section 110 Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 during 2016 and 2017 is as follows:

Audits Total
Comprehensive 3
Multi tax head 1
Single tax head 1
Total 5
As for all taxpayers, Section 110 companies are selected for compliance interventions based 

on the presence of various risk indicators in accordance with the “Code of Practice for Revenue 
Audit and other Compliance Interventions”.  The number of Aspect Queries completed on sec-
tion 110 companies during the years ended 2016 and 2017 are:

 - 2016 2017 Total
Aspect Query 348 203 551
In relation to Question Number 4708,  I am informed by Revenue that the number and value 

of VAT repayments issued to section 110 companies by Revenue in each of the years 2015, 
2016 and 2017 is as follows:

Year Value of VAT   Repayments€ millions No. of Repayments
2015 3.4 892
2016 8.1 1,042
2017 10.9 1,338
In relation to questions numbers 4710 and 4711, I am advised by Revenue that there  is 

no requirement for information regarding the value or type  of “qualifying asset” (within the 
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meaning of section 110 Taxes Consolidation Act 1997)  held by section 110 companies to be 
included on the corporation tax returns submitted by taxpayers, Revenue is not in a position to 
provide the information requested regarding estimated assets under management or the number 
of section 110 companies which owned Irish assets.  Irish resident section 110 companies are 
obliged to report quarterly data to the Central Bank under section 18 of the Central Bank Act 
1971. The data reported includes details of the assets held by section 110 companies.  This data 
can be found on the Central Bank website.

 www.centralbank.ie/statistics/data-and-analysis/other-financial-sector-statistics/financial-
vehicle-corporations.

31/01/2018WRG02000Credit Union Lending

31/01/2018WRG02100139. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance his views on requests 
from the credit union movement to change a bank’s (details supplied) regulations governing the 
percentage of credit union loans that can be given out as long-term loans; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4762/18]

31/01/2018WRG02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can advise the Deputy that Section 
35 of the Credit Union Act 1997 as amended by the Central Bank Reform Act 2010 provided 
for the making of loans by a credit union and provided the Central Bank with certain regulation 
making powers. The legislation set out limits on lending over 5 years and over 10 years.  Fol-
lowing commencement of the Credit Union and Co-operation with Overseas Regulators Act 
2012 (2012 Act) these “Section 35” restrictions in relation to long-term lending are set out in 
Central Bank regulations which commenced on 1 January 2016. 

The Credit Union Advisory Committee, CUAC, in its 2016 report, recommended a full 
review of lending limits and concentration limits, including the basis of the calculation of the 
limits together with the liquidity requirements attaching to same.  It was acknowledged that any 
changes arising would need to be assessed in conjunction with the risk profile of credit unions 
together with an assessment of skills, capabilities and asset and liability management. 

To that end, the CUAC Report Implementation Group, which was established to implement 
CUAC’s recommendations, submitted a scoping paper to the Central Bank in November 2017.  
The paper details a range of proposals for consideration in the Central Bank review of Section 
35 which could provide for a material increase in long-term lending for those credit unions that 
would have the capability to do so.  The paper provides a range of considered proposals which 
would, if implemented, offer a roadmap for increasing long-term lending capacity in the credit 
union sector, while recognising the potential risks involved. 

I recently wrote to the Governor of the Central Bank to outline my strong support for this 
very important matter being progressed in early 2018.  I am advised that the Central Bank has 
undertaken a preliminary review of the paper provided by the Implementation Group and that 
work plans for 2018 reflect the Registry of Credit Union’s intention to progress this matter dur-
ing the year.

31/01/2018WRH0010031/01/2018WRH00200Excise Duties Reliefs

31/01/2018WRH00300140. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the revenue raised from the 
granting of special exemption orders in each of the years 2010 to 2017 and to date in 2018, by 
county, in tabular form. [4790/18]
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31/01/2018WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue is the licensing authority for 
most excise licences in the State however it does not have responsibility for handling applica-
tions for Special Exemption Orders.  These are the responsibility of the Courts Service, as is 
the collection of the appropriate excise duty.  On application for a Special Exemption Licence 
a fee is paid to the Courts Service by the publican.  The excise duty element of this fee is €110. 

Revenue receives details each year from the Courts Service of the number of licences issued 
nationally.  The table below sets out the number of Special Exemption Licences issued nation-
ally from 2010 to 2016, and the amount of excise duty collected in each of these years.  Details 
are not yet available for 2017 or to date in 2018.  Revenue do not have details at county level, 
the Courts Service may be able to provide that level of detail.

  - No. of Special Exemption Licences   Total Amount received by Rev-
enue   

2010 64,878 €7,136,580 
2011 54,384 €5,982,240 
2012 48,363 €5,319,930 
2013 45,496 €5,004,560 
2014 40,276 €4,430,360 
2015 39,600 €4,356,000 
2016 39,304 €4,323,440 
TOTAL 332,301 €36,553,110 

31/01/2018WRH00500Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRH00600141. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Finance the names of advisers he has 
appointed to his office since becoming Minister; the responsibilities of each; the previous em-
ployment of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans to make further additional appointments. 
[4868/18]

31/01/2018WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that there 
are currently two Special Advisers employed in the Department of Finance, who are on the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s payroll.

Ms Deborah Sweeney was appointed as Special Adviser to the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform with effect from 6 May 2016.  Ms Sweeney was re-appointed as Special 
Adviser to the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform with effect from June 
2017.

Mr Stephen Lynam was appointed as Special Adviser to the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform with effect from 6 May 2016.  Mr. Lynam was re-appointed as Special Adviser to 
the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform with effect from June 2017.

Ms Sweeney is currently on the fourth point of the Principal Officer PPC Scale.  Mr. Lynam 
is currently on the third point of the Principal Officer PPC scale.

Both Ms Sweeney and Mr Lynam were Special Advisers to the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform immediately prior to their re-appointment in June 2017.  The appointments 
were made in line with “Instructions to Personnel Officers - Ministerial Appointments for the 
32nd Dáil” which include “Guidelines on staffing of Ministerial offices” issued by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  
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Special Advisers are appointed under Section 11 of the Public Service Regulations Act 
1997 (2) A Special Adviser to a Minister or to a Minister of State, as in the case may be, shall 

(a) assist the Minister or Minister of State, as the case may be, by – 

(i) providing advice,

(ii) Monitoring, facilitating and securing the achievement of the Government objectives that 
relate to the Department, as requested by the Minister or the Minister of State, as the case may 
be, and 

(iii) Performing such other functions as may be directed by the Minister or the Minister of 
State, as the case may be that are not otherwise provided for in this Act and do not involve the 
exercise of any specific powers conferred on the Minister or the Minister of State as the case 
may be or any other office holder by or under any other Act. 

The appointments of Advisers are kept under review given the breath of my responsibilities 
across two Departments.

31/01/2018WRH00800Pensions Legislation

31/01/2018WRH00900142. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to amend the law 
to exempt approved retirement funds income from PRSI similar to the way in which annuity 
income is exempt (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4940/18]

31/01/2018WRH01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Approved Retirement Funds (ARFs) 
are post-retirement investment vehicles through which individuals can invest the proceeds of 
their pension fund in retirement and draw cash as required.  ARFs were introduced by Finance 
Act 1999 to provide control, flexibility and choice to holders of personal pensions and to pro-
prietary director members of occupational pension schemes in relation to the drawing down of 
benefits from their pension plans.  Prior to that Act, any person taking a pension from a Defined 
Contribution (DC) scheme or a Retirement Annuity Contract had no choice but to purchase an 
annuity with their remaining pension pot after drawing down the permissible tax-free retire-
ment lump sum. The ARF arrangement extended the options at retirement so that, in addition 
to the annuity option, the balance of a pension fund could be taken in cash (subject to tax, as 
appropriate) or be invested in an ARF, subject to certain conditions. 

The ARF option was extended, in Finance Act 2000, to the part of an employee’s occupa-
tional pension fund built up from Additional Voluntary Contributions (AVCs) and in Finance 
Act 2011 it was further extended to cover an employee’s entire pension fund where the fund is 
a defined contribution (DC) occupational pension scheme. 

Distributions from an ARF fall within the charge to Class S self-employed PRSI, or where 
the recipient of a distribution is a modified class contributor, Class K. 

I do not currently have plans to amend this position, however all tax measures are kept un-
der review by my Department as a matter of course.  As I announced in Budget 2018 a working 
group has been established to plan the process of amalgamating USC and PRSI and all aspects 
of PRSI will be considered by the working group.  

31/01/2018WRH01100Public Sector Staff Retirements
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31/01/2018WRH01200143. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if persons 
who work in the public service and are due to retire in 2018 will be afforded the opportunity 
to continue in their employment if they wish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4736/18]

31/01/2018WRH01300144. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
legislative change to permit persons in the public service and other jobs who wish to work be-
yond the normal retirement age of 65 years of age to do so on a voluntary basis will be imple-
mented (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4957/18]

31/01/2018WRH01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 143 and 144 together.

I refer the Deputies to my response to PQ No 4003 on 30 January 2018.

31/01/2018WRH01500Flood Prevention Measures

31/01/2018WRH01550145. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to provide a long-term solution to recurring flooding in County Sligo, in particular the 
Owenmore river; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4741/18]

31/01/2018WRH01575Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The core strategy for addressing areas at potentially significant risk from flood-
ing is the Office of Public Works (OPW) Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
(CFRAM) Programme.  The Programme involves the production of predictive flood mapping 
for each location, the development of preliminary flood risk management options and the pro-
duction of Flood Risk Management Plans. 

The CFRAM Programme focussed on 300 Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs) including 
90 coastal areas, mainly in urban locations nationwide, identified as being at potentially sig-
nificant risk of flooding.  The proposed feasible measures, both structural and non-structural, 
identified for AFAs are outlined in the Flood Risk Management Plans.  

Seven areas in County Sligo were identified as AFA’s, Ballymote. Ballysadare, Coolooney. 
Coolaney, Gorteen, Riverstown and Sligo town.

The Draft Flood Risk Management Plans were published for public consultation in 2016 
and a significant volume of submissions were received for consideration.  In Summer 2017, the 
OPW finalised all Plans and each Plan was submitted to the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform for an independent review of the environmental assessments.  This independent 
review is nearing completion, after which the Final Plans will be formally submitted to the 
Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform for approval, in accordance with the 
statutory requirements. 

I would hope in the coming weeks to seek the approval from the Minister for Finance and 
Public Expenditure and Reform for the Flood Risk Management Plans developed under the 
CFRAM process.  

The Office of Public Works (OPW) carries out a programme of Arterial Drainage Mainte-
nance to a total of 11,500km of river channel and approximately 730km of embankments na-
tionally.  These maintenance works relate to arterial drainage schemes completed by the OPW 
under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995, whose purpose was primarily to improve the 
drainage of agricultural lands. 
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The Owenmore River does not form part of an arterial drainage scheme.  The OPW there-
fore has no responsibility for the maintenance of the channels in the Owenmore Catchment.  
Statutory responsibility for the maintenance of the Owenmore Drainage District rests with Sli-
go County Council.

31/01/2018WRH01600Flood Relief Schemes Funding

31/01/2018WRH01700146. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if fund-
ing for a flood relief scheme (details supplied) will be approved in order to allow the project to 
proceed without delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4772/18]

31/01/2018WRH01800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Glashaboy Flood Relief Scheme will be submitted to the Minister for Fi-
nance and Public Expenditure and Reform for Confirmation under the Arterial Drainage Acts in 
the coming weeks.  This is the final element of the planning process for the Scheme after which 
the procurement process will commence to bring the scheme to construction stage.  Subject to 
a satisfactory outcome, it is anticipated that construction will commence before the end of this 
year. The scheme is being funded from within the allocated €430 million under the Government 
Capital Spending Plan 2016 – 2021. Provision for the cost of the Scheme is included in the Of-
fice of Public Works’ multi annual capital allocation.

31/01/2018WRH01900Civil Service Staff Data

31/01/2018WRH02000147. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of civil servants who applied to transfer from Dublin zone 46 to another county in Mun-
ster, Leinster, Connacht and Ulster, respectively, by executive officer and clerical officer grade 
in each Department under the service-wide mobility scheme launched on 13 November 2017; 
the number of civil servants who requested a transfer to Dublin zone 46 by executive officer and 
clerical officer grade based in each province and county outside of Dublin; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4814/18]

31/01/2018WRH02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Civil 
Service Mobility scheme which comes under the remit of my department, and is administered 
through HR Shared Service, National Shared Service Office, offers an opportunity for staff 
members to apply for mobility through an open, fair, and transparent system.  It is one of a 
number of arrangements to be put in place to fulfil the requirements of Action 15 of the Civil 
Service Renewal Plan which calls to ‘Expand career and mobility opportunities for staff across 
geographic, organisational and sectorial boundaries’. 

The scheme is being implemented on a phased basis.  Phase 1A of the scheme for the gen-
eral Civil Service grades of Clerical Officer (CO) and Executive Officer (EO) for mobility 
between and within all zones - excluding mobility transfers within Zone 46 (Dublin) launched 
on 13th November 2017. 

There has been a high level of interest in the scheme since its launch with over 2,700 staff 
members applying for Mobility making an average of 8 application choices.

Phase 1B for the general Civil Service grades of CO and EO for mobility within the zone 
of Dublin and Phase 2 for the general Civil Service grades of HEO, AO and AP will launch at 
a later date.
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The location choices in the scheme are not divided by county or province but zone.  Each 
applicant may express a preference for mobility for a maximum of 3   zones from a list of 46 
zones (attached) with a choice of any or all organisations in each zone. Staff members can ap-
ply for mobility within their current zone (excluding Phase 1B Zone 46 Dublin) as well as other 
zones.  A number of the zones also have an option to include or exclude a choice of satellite 
towns.  Further information on the Mobility scheme is available to view at http://hr.per.gov.ie/
civil-service-mobility/.

To date, 711 staff members (403 COs and 308 EOs) based in Zone 46 (Dublin), have applied 
for Mobility outside Dublin. In the same period, 29 staff members (18 COs and 11 EOs) have 
applied for Mobility to Zone 46.

31/01/2018WRH02200Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRH02300148. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
names of advisers he has appointed to his office since becoming Minister; the responsibilities 
of each; the previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans to make further 
additional appointments. [4873/18]

31/01/2018WRH02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to in-
form the Deputy that there are currently two Special Advisers employed in the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform.

Ms Deborah Sweeney was appointed as Special Adviser to the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform with effect from on 06 May 2016.  Ms Deborah Sweeney was re-appointed 
as Special Adviser to the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform with effect 
from June 2017.

Mr Stephen Lynam was appointed as Special Adviser to the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform with effect from on 6 May 2016.  Mr. Stephen Lynam was re-appointed as Special 
Adviser to the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform with effect from June 
2017.

Ms Deborah Sweeney is currently on the fourth point of the Principal Officer PPC Scale.  
Mr Stephen Lynam is currently on the third point of the Principal Officer PPC scale.

Both Ms Sweeney and Mr Lynam were Special Advisers to the Minister for Public Expendi-
ture and Reform immediately prior to their re-appointment in June 2017 and their roles and re-
sponsibilities would have not had any significant change.  The appointments were made in line 
with “Instructions to Personnel Officers - Ministerial Appointments for the 32nd Dáil” which 
include “Guidelines on staffing of Ministerial offices” issued by my Department.  

Special Advisers are appointed under Section 11 of the Public Service Regulations Act 
1997 (2) A Special Adviser to a Minister or to a Minister of State, as in the case may be, shall 

(a) assist the Minister or Minister of State, as the case may be, by – 

(i) providing advice,

(ii) Monitoring, facilitating and securing the achievement of the Government objectives that 
relate to the Department, as requested by the Minister or the Minister of State, as the case may 
be, and 

(iii) Performing such other functions as may be directed by the Minister or the Minister of 
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State, as the case may be that are not otherwise provided for in this Act and do not involve the 
exercise of any specific powers conferred on the Minister or the Minister of State as the case 
may be or any other office holder by or under any other Act, 

The appointments of Advisers are kept under review given the breath of my responsibilities 
across two Departments.

31/01/2018WRH02500Public Private Partnerships Data

31/01/2018WRH02600149. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if all 
tenders for public private partnerships pending the implementation of a system that allows for 
a full cost-benefit analysis of such projects will be suspended; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4930/18]

31/01/2018WRH02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I should first 
explain that PPPs are already subject to the same robust and rigorous project appraisal process 
as traditionally procured projects.  In ensuring Departments obtain the best value-for-money 
from public capital investment, PPPs, just as traditionally procured projects, are subject to the 
project appraisal requirements contained in the Public Spending Code.

The Public Spending Code (PSC) is designed to ensure that the State gets the best possible 
value for the resources at its disposal.  The requirements of the Code are based on employing 
good practices at all stages of the expenditure life cycle.  Departments and other public service 
bodies need to satisfy themselves that the expenditure practices they employ are of an accept-
able standard, and that they consistently maintain these standards.  All projects over €20m, 
which would include all PPPs, should be subjected to a Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA) or Cost 
Effectiveness Analysis (CEA).  

In addition, all public investment projects valued at €20m or above must also be referred 
to the NDFA for advice in terms of the best way of financing the projects, which would also 
include all PPP projects.

PPPs will continue to be a procurement method available for appropriately structured proj-
ects which demonstrate value for money over a traditional procurement option and which meet 
the robust and rigorous tests for project appraisal that apply to all public investment projects 
under the Public Spending Code.

31/01/2018WRJ0010031/01/2018WRJ00200Public Private Partnerships

31/01/2018WRJ00300150. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
additional safeguards he will put in place following the collapse of a company (details supplied) 
with regard to PPP contracts to safeguard the public interest; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4931/18]

31/01/2018WRJ00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) model is an internationally recognised model to design, build, fi-
nance, operate and maintain public infrastructure.  In accordance with international best prac-
tice, PPP contracts already typically include detailed provisions that apply in the event of the 
liquidation of a consortium member of the PPP company, or an entity under the contract, to 
protect the public interest and ensure that the project proceeds to completion.

Under the terms of such PPP contracts, in the case of liquidation of a consortium member, 
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or an entity under the contract, the PPP consortium’s funders and remaining shareholders are re-
quired to intervene and implement rectification measures to ensure that the project is completed 
to the satisfaction of the State.

This process is underway in the case of the Schools Bundle 5 PPP (as a consequence of the 
Carillion plc liquidation).  Liquidation of a company involved in delivering a public infrastruc-
ture project, such as Carillion plc, is an unfortunate development but would impact on any proj-
ect where a supplier became insolvent during the delivery process, regardless of whether the 
project was being procured by PPP or by traditional means.  The issue, therefore, is not PPP-
specific, but where it arises in a PPP project, the provisions of the PPP contract ensure that the 
public interest is protected. 

The contractual mechanisms within a PPP project agreement are designed to limit the State’s 
financial exposure in such a scenario.  An important feature of PPPs (which does not arise in 
traditional procurement) is that no payments are made until the facilities are handed over to the 
State and are operational.  Once facilities are operational, payments to the PPP company are 
linked to service performance and availability of the facilities over the lifetime of the contract, 
with deductions applying when the facilities are not performing or are unavailable.  The latter 
payment mechanism is not a feature of a traditional model which has regular milestone pay-
ments during construction.

As the Deputy may be aware I established an Inter-Departmental/Inter-Agency Group last 
year to review Ireland’s experience of using PPP and to make recommendations on the future 
role of PPPs, in the context of the new 10 year capital plan.  I would expect the Group’s delib-
erations to take account of any implications for future national PPP policy of the development 
referred to in the Deputy’s question.  It is currently intended that the outcome of the review will 
be published alongside the new capital plan.

31/01/2018WRJ00500Public Private Partnerships Data

31/01/2018WRJ00600151. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
value of PPPs awarded in each of the past ten years; the number of Irish companies that con-
tracts were awarded to in each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4932/18]

31/01/2018WRJ00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment’s role in relation to Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) is to maintain and develop the gen-
eral policy framework (including, where necessary, the legal framework) within which PPPs 
operate.  It also provides central guidance to other Departments and State Authorities in that 
context.  My Department has no direct involvement in the procurement or delivery of individual 
PPP projects.

A summary update on PPP projects is available at the website www.ppp.gov.ie.  A copy of 
the update table is set out in the following table for the Deputy’s information.  The table sum-
marises information on PPP projects across the public sector indicating for each project, the 
value of the contract, the operational date of the project and the name of the company to which 
the contract was awarded. 

The Deputy should note that the table is intended to provide indicative information in rela-
tion to PPP projects generally, based on information provided by Departments/Agencies.  The 
Central PPP Policy Unit in my Department endeavours to ensure that the information is as ac-
curate as possible but details on specific projects should be confirmed with the State authorities 
responsible for those projects.
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Exchequer funded financial commitments under Public Private Partnerships and Conces-
sion Projects can be found in the following link:

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/946BD01A99778D868025822700
554FEE/$File/PQ%20151%20310118.docx?openelement”>Exchequer funded financial com-
mitments under Public Private Partnerships and Concession Projects</a>]

31/01/2018WRJ00800Drainage Schemes Applications

31/01/2018WRJ00900152. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a drain 
(details supplied) will be cleaned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4934/18]

31/01/2018WRJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) carries out a programme of Arterial Drain-
age Maintenance to a total of 11,500 km of river channel and approximately 730 km of embank-
ments nationally.  These maintenance works relate to arterial drainage schemes completed by 
the OPW under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.  The OPW has a statutory duty to 
maintain the completed schemes in proper repair and effective condition.  The annual mainte-
nance programme typically involves some clearance of vegetation and removal of silt build-up 
on an average five-yearly cycle.  Each year, work is carried out to approximately 2,000 km of 
channel and about 200 structures around the country. 

The OPW is responsible for the maintenance of the Boyne Drainage Scheme.  Maintenance 
works on the channels in the area referred to by the Deputy are scheduled for Summer 2018, 
subject to ground conditions and access.

31/01/2018WRJ01100Teachers’ Remuneration

31/01/2018WRJ01200153. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a matter 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4673/18]

31/01/2018WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The public service agree-
ments have allowed a programme of pay restoration for public servants to start.  I negotiated a 
15-22% pay increase for new teachers.  The agreements to date have restored an estimated 75% 
of the difference in pay for more recently recruited teachers and deliver full equality at later 
points in the scale.

As a result of these changes and taking into account the new pay measures under the Public 
Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020, the current starting salary of a new teacher is €35,958 
and from 1 October 2020 onwards will be €37,692.  If full equalisation was achieved the start-
ing salary for a post-primary teacher from 1 October 2020 would be €43,879 and for a primary 
teacher would be €41,511. 

Differential pay scales for public servants were introduced by the then Government in 2010.  
It must be borne in mind that the pay reduction for post-2011 entrants to the public service ap-
plied to all public servants and not just teachers, and that any restoration of these measures in 
respect of teachers would be expected to be applied elsewhere across the public service.  While 
I am not in a position to provide an estimate of the total cost of restoring all post-1 January 2011 
entrants in all of the public service to the pre-2011 pay scale arrangements, I can say that in the 
case of education and training sector employees, including teachers, the estimated current full 
year cost would be in the order of €130 million.  The cost across the entire public service is 
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estimated to be over €200 million. 

To have gone further than the pay increases that have been negotiated for 2018 would mean 
I would have had less money available to hire over 1,000 extra SNAs in 2018, and over 1,000 
extra teachers in 2018. 

Any further negotiation on new entrant pay is a cross sectoral issue, not just an issue for the 
education sector.  The Government also supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI 
legislation, having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of 
the essential role played by public servants. 

A commitment is included in the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 to consider 
the issue of newly qualified pay within 12 months of the commencement of the Agreement.  
That process has now commenced with a first meeting on 12 October 2017.  The three teacher 
unions attended that first meeting.

In addition, the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides that within 3 months 
of the passing of the Act, my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform will 
prepare and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the cost of and a plan in dealing with pay 
equalisation for new entrants to the public service. 

31/01/2018WRJ01400Emergency Works Scheme Applications

31/01/2018WRJ01500154. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for emergency works by a school (details supplied); when it will be granted; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4690/18]

31/01/2018WRJ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that a grant has been approved for the school to which he refers and the school authority 
has been informed of my Department’s decision. 

31/01/2018WRJ01700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

31/01/2018WRJ01800155. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the admis-
sions policy as adopted by his Department for special needs children wishing to access second-
ary education; if a universal admissions policy exists within his Department; if discretion lies 
with the local schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4712/18]

31/01/2018WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The enrolment of a child in 
a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents of the child and the Board of Manage-
ment of a school. 

It is the policy of my Department that all children with special educational needs can have 
access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the pri-
mary and post primary school network. 

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

Decisions about placement should be based on individual needs and take into account a 
number of factors including parental wishes, availability of evidence-based treatments and 
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well-trained staff and individual factors such as targets for intervention and management of 
behaviours.

Some students, although academically able to access the curriculum in mainstream, may 
find it too difficult to manage full-time placement there.  This can be due to significant difficul-
ties in areas such as behaviour or sensory needs which have not been ameliorated, even with 
appropriate intervention, in mainstream.  Others may have such complex needs that they are 
best placed in a special school.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of Special Educa-
tional Needs Organisers (SENOs), co-ordinates special needs education provision at local level 
and arranges for the delivery of special educational supports to schools.  It is also the role of the 
NCSE to make appropriate arrangements to establish special classes in schools in communities 
where the need for such classes has been identified.

As the Deputy will be aware the Education (Admission to Schools) Bill 2016 was published 
in July 2016.  The Bill which passed Committee Stage on 28 June 2017 and will shortly proceed 
to Report Stage is an important piece of legislation which strives to create a new more parent-
friendly, equitable and consistent approach to how school admissions policy operates for the 
almost 4,000 primary and post-primary schools in this country. 

The Bill provides an over-arching framework for greater transparency and consistency in 
school enrolment generally and thereby gives greater confidence to parents that the admission 
criteria laid down by schools and the procedures used by them are legitimate, reasonable and 
fair.

The Bill provides that where a school has places available it must admit all applicants.  
The Bill also contains a provision for the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to 
designate a school for a child who has no school place for reasons related to the child’s special 
educational needs.

At Committee Stage of the Bill last June I indicated that I intend, at Report Stage, to in-
clude in this Bill a provision that will provide, based on reports and advice from the NCSE, the 
Minister with the power to require a school to open a special class or to increase the number of 
special classes in schools.  

My Department officials are currently engaging with the Office of the Attorney General on 
the development of legislative proposals on this matter which I hope to bring forward to Gov-
ernment for approval shortly.   

31/01/2018WRJ02000Departmental Legal Cases

31/01/2018WRJ02100156. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if all seven 
persons who received settlements from the State Claims Agency as part of the redress scheme 
set up following a judgment (details supplied) in 2014 met the criteria of having a prior com-
plaint of sexual abuse. [4727/18]

31/01/2018WRJ02200157. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the seven 
settlements made as part of the redress scheme set up following a judgment (details supplied) 
in 2014 were as a result of physical abuse only. [4728/18]

31/01/2018WRJ02300158. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the type of 
abuse involved whether sexual, physical or both for each of the seven persons who received 
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settlements in 2014 as part of the redress scheme set up following a judgment (details supplied). 
[4729/18]

31/01/2018WRJ02400159. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if written 
evidence of a prior complaint of sexual abuse exists pertaining to each of the seven persons 
who received settlements from the redress scheme set up as part of the execution of a judgment 
(details supplied). [4730/18]

31/01/2018WRJ02500160. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which a prior complaint was established for each of the seven persons who qualified under the 
redress scheme set up following a judgment in 2014 (details supplied). [4731/18]

31/01/2018WRJ02600161. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if all seven 
persons who received settlements from the State Claims Agency as part of the redress scheme 
set up following a judgment in 2014 (details supplied) were victims of one abuser. [4732/18]

31/01/2018WRJ02700162. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the name of 
each school in which the abuse occurred which was attended by the seven persons who received 
settlements the State Claims Agency as part of the redress scheme set up following a judgment 
(details supplied) in 2014. [4733/18]

31/01/2018WRJ02800163. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
a burden of proof of a prior complaint is required by persons applying to the scheme without 
there being a full and proper investigation into the circumstances of the abuse in each case, as 
happened in cases investigated by the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse. [4734/18]

31/01/2018WRJ02900164. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rationale 
for excluding other persons who could prove a prior complaint from the State’s redress scheme 
set up as part of the execution of a judgment (details supplied). [4735/18]

31/01/2018WRJ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 156 to 164, inclusive, together.

Following the ECtHR judgement in the Louise O’Keefe case, the SCA made settlement of-
fers in 7 of the 35 extant High Court cases and 6 were accepted while in the remaining case, the 
settlement offer was withdrawn as the Plaintiff died in August 2015.  In these cases, the prior 
complaints were made to a school authority, not a State authority, and the prior complaints arose 
in relation to abuse in different schools, not the schools in which the 6 Plaintiffs were abused.  

In these cases, the State’s liability was settled but the 6 plaintiffs are pursuing their High 
Court claims against the congregation and the State is pursuing its claim against the congrega-
tion.  The settlement offers are not part of any redress scheme.

It is not appropriate to comment on the type of abuse suffered by the plaintiffs.

The plaintiffs were in 3 different schools - the schools involved were Our Lady Queen of 
Angels/Ballyfermot National School, Naomh Mhuire/Walsh Island National School and Pre-
sentation Convent National School, Castlecomer.  All were victims of the one abuser.

The source of information on prior complaints in these 6 cases is Chapter 14 of the Report 
from the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse, the Ryan report.

I would like to explain to the Deputy what actions were taken to implement the recommen-
dations of the ECtHR judgement referred to.

The State Claims Agency (SCA) manages school child sexual abuse litigation being taken 
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against the State.  In December 2014, the Government authorised the SCA to offer “out of 
court” settlements to persons taking High Court cases of school child sexual abuse against the 
State where their cases come within the terms of the ECHR judgment in the O’Keeffe case and 
are not statute barred.

Separately and in addition, in July 2015, the Government agreed that it would respond to 
those who instituted legal proceedings against the State in relation to school child sexual abuse 
but had discontinued their cases by offering ex gratia payments.  It was decided that such 
payments would be offered to those persons whose cases were not statute barred prior to their 
proceedings being discontinued and where the person can demonstrate that their circumstances 
involved sexual abuse of a school child by a primary or post-primary school employee in re-
spect of whom there was a prior complaint of sexual abuse to a school authority (including an 
authority of a school in which the employee had previously worked) prior to the issue of the 
Department of Education guidelines to primary and post-primary schools in 1991 and 1992 
respectively.

For the purposes of the settlement of litigation and the Government’s ex gratia scheme, 
there is no strict interpretation as to what constitutes a “prior complaint.”  The State must be 
satisfied on the balance of probabilities that there was a prior complaint but the State does not 
insist on a strict evidential standard in assessing the material put forward by an applicant.  A 
holistic analysis of the case is undertaken and a flexible approach is adopted.

In assessing whether a settlement will be offered or whether an applicant comes within the 
ex gratia scheme, the State will consider instances of abuse which occurred in both primary and 
post-primary schools.  

In assessing a case or application, the State works on the basis that a prior complaint in-
cludes not only complaints made to teachers but also complaints made to any person(s) in 
authority in a school.  There are no time limits to the submitting of an application and if new 
evidence subsequently comes to light, even where an application had been declined, a further 
application can be submitted at any stage.

Following all of the above steps and consideration of all relevant materials, the SCA makes 
its decision on the ex-gratia scheme application.  

There has been consistent legal advice to the effect that the approach being taken by the 
State is legally sound.

While the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse has completed its work, allegations of 
abuse should always be referred to the appropriate authority for a full and proper investigation.

31/01/2018WRK00800School Accommodation

31/01/2018WRK00900165. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills his 
plans to provide additional accommodation for a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; 
the reason the school’s application for additional accommodation was refused in view of its 
need for additional capacity due to growing numbers and overcrowding; the options open to the 
school to obtain approval of additional accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4737/18]

31/01/2018WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department received an application for the provision of additional accommodation at 
the school referred to in respect of both classroom and ancillary accommodation.
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When assessing the application it was noted that the existing school accommodation com-
prises of four mainstream classrooms, two Special Education Teaching (SET) rooms, a library/
computer room, staff room and a general office.  With a staffing complement of four main-
stream teachers and one SET teacher it was determined that, as there was currently no deficit 
of mainstream class accommodation, additional accommodation was not required at this point. 

 My Department has written to the school authority to convey the position.

31/01/2018WRK01100DEIS Eligibility

31/01/2018WRK01200166. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools profiled for 
DEIS designation in the most recent review; the details of DEIS designated schools, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4747/18]

31/01/2018WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Schools included in DEIS 
with effect from 1st September 2017 are those whose level of disadvantage has been identified 
as being at the same level as those schools serving the highest concentrations of disadvantage 
among their pupil cohort.  The list of these schools is available on my Department’s website at 
the following link

www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportuni-
ty-in-Schools-/DEIS-Plan-2017-New-DEIS-Schools-List.pdf.

The list of schools participating in DEIS in the current (2017/18) school year is available on 
my Department’s website at the following link

www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportuni-
ty-in-Schools-/.

(see - DEIS School List 2017-2018 school year).

31/01/2018WRK01400School Accommodation

31/01/2018WRK01500167. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for funding by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4761/18]

31/01/2018WRK01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers recently submitted an application to my Department for additional accommoda-
tion.  The application will be assessed and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority 
as soon as the assessment process has been completed.

31/01/2018WRL0010031/01/2018WRL00200Special Educational Needs Data

31/01/2018WRL00300168. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of children in need of special educational and or ASD support in County Wexford, particularly 
in north County Wexford; and the numbers availing of special educational support and on wait-
ing lists for same, respectively. [4779/18]

31/01/2018WRL00400169. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated 
figures of future need in north County Wexford based on the number of persons at pre-school-
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ing stage who have been diagnosed on the autistic spectrum or as having other special needs. 
[4780/18]

31/01/2018WRL00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 168 and 169 together.

Ensuring that children with special educational needs are supported and given the opportu-
nity to reach their full potential is a key priority for this government.  In 2018, almost 1.8 billion 
will be invested in Special Education, nearly one fifth of the overall Education budget, and up 
43% since 2011.

During the worst years of the recession we not only protected supports for children with 
special educational needs but grew them. 

This funding includes provision for over 13,400 Special Education Teaching posts in main-
stream primary and post primary schools for the 2017/2018 school year, providing additional 
teaching support to pupils with special educational needs, and approximately 1,300 special 
classes, with 169 new Special Classes opened to date for the 2017/18 school year.  This com-
pares to 548 special classes in 2011.  

My Department’s policy aims to ensure that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post-primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum.  

Some students, although academically able to access the curriculum in mainstream, may 
find it too difficult to manage full-time placement there.  This can be due to significant difficul-
ties in areas such as behaviour or sensory needs which have not been ameliorated, even with 
appropriate intervention, in mainstream.

Other children may have such complex needs that the recommendation in their professional 
reports state that they are best placed in a special school. 

With regard to County Wexford, the most recent figures available to me indicate that 1,908 
students with special educational needs were accessing supports in County Wexford during the 
2016/17 school year, comprising 1,545 in mainstream classes, 125 in special classes and 238 
students in special schools.   

The number of ASD special classes in County Wexford has more than doubled from 17 in 
2011 to 41 in 2017/18 school year.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of 
Special Needs Organisers (SENOs), for fulfilling the functions of the NCSE Council within a 
designated area in relation to the identification of and delivery and co-ordination of education 
services to children with disabilities, including the establishment of special classes.

The NCSE, in looking to open special classes, must take into account the present and future 
potential need for such classes, taking particular account of the educational needs of the chil-
dren concerned.  The NCSE will also take account of location and sustainability in looking to 
establish special classes in certain areas.  

The NCSE has informed my Department that they will continue to monitor demand and 
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review the requirement for special class places in the Wexford area.  

My Department continues to work with the NCSE to ensure that there is appropriate plan-
ning in place to ensure that all children who require special class placements can access such 
placements in schools within their communities.

Parents/guardians of children with special needs who may need advice or are experiencing 
difficulties in locating a school placement should contact their local Special Educational Needs 
Organiser (SENO) as soon as possible for information on available places.  The local SENO 
contact details are available on www.ncse.ie.

31/01/2018WRL00700Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRL00800170. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the names of ad-
visers he has appointed to his office since becoming Minister; the responsibilities of each; the 
previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans to make further additional 
appointments. [4866/18]

31/01/2018WRL00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the terms of the 
Guidelines on Ministerial Appointments as published by the Department of Public Expendi-
ture & Reform I have appointed two Special Advisers, Patrick Cluskey and Sarah O’Neill at 
my Department.  Mr. Cluskey’s duties are to advise me on policy matters while Ms O’Neill is 
responsible for media and communications.  

Prior to his appointment as Special Adviser Mr. Cluskey was my Parliamentary Adviser. Ms 
O’Neill in turn served as my Parliamentary Adviser when Mr. Cluskey vacated this position to 
take up his appointment as Special Adviser.  

In accordance with the terms of the Ethics in Public Office Acts a copy of their respective 
contracts of employment containing details of their salary together with a statement of their 
qualifications have been laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

I do not intent to make any additional appointments at this level.

31/01/2018WRL01000Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Youth Strategy

31/01/2018WRL01100171. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a directive 
will issue to schools regarding the facilitation of transgender pupils in the education system; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4925/18]

31/01/2018WRL01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department recognises 
that schools should be safe and supportive environments for all students.  In order to support 
schools in developing a positive whole-school approach the Department has produced a range 
of guidance documents and has also supported the provision of guidance by civil society or-
ganisations.  

 “Being LGBT in School – A Resource for Post-Primary Schools to Prevent Homophobic 
and Transphobic Bullying and Support LGBT Students”, which was developed by the Gay and 
Lesbian Equality Network (GLEN) with the support of the Department, provides guidance in 
relation to supporting LGBT students in schools.  The resource, which is available on the De-
partment’s website, includes a section that addresses the specific support needs of students who 
identify as transgender.  The non-governmental organisation, Transgender Equality Network 
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Ireland (TENI) provided advice and support to ensure that this information is both practical and 
respectful to the needs of young people who are transgender.  

Other relevant documents include the Wellbeing in Post Primary Schools Guidelines for 
Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Prevention (2013) and the Wellbeing in Primary Schools 
Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion (2015), which aim to provide support to schools in 
promoting well-being and positive mental health among students.  In addition, revised Anti-
Bullying Procedures for Primary and Post Primary Schools, which were issued to schools in 
2013, contain specific references to homophobic and transphobic bullying.

The Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST) also has a range of resources 
available, including guidance for teachers and schools in supporting LGBT students.

31/01/2018WRL01300School Admissions

31/01/2018WRL01400172. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is 
satisfied that under the Education (Admissions to Schools) Bill 2016  SENOs will be allowed 
to exercise their new authority immediately, specifically before the end of the 2017/2018 aca-
demic year to ensure students have an appropriate place for September 2018. [4943/18]

31/01/2018WRL01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware the Education (Admission to Schools) Bill 2016 was published in July 2016.  The Bill 
which passed Committee Stage on 28 June 2017 is an important piece of legislation which 
strives to create a new more parent-friendly, equitable and consistent approach to how school 
admissions policy operates for the almost 4,000 primary and post-primary schools in this coun-
try.  

The Bill provides that where a school has places available it must admit all applicants.  
There Bill also provides for the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to designate a 
school for a child who has no school place for reasons related to the child’s special educational 
needs.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Bill is scheduled for enactment in the coming term.  

Officials in my Department are currently working with the Office of the Attorney General 
on a number of important amendments to the Bill and it will proceed to Report stage once these 
amendments have been finalised.

31/01/2018WRL01600Schools Facilities

31/01/2018WRL01700173. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of a school (detailed supplied) and the enrolment limitations for students in the 2018/2019 aca-
demic year due to the lack of learning support rooms; if his attention has been drawn to the diffi-
culties this is causing parents who wish their children to be educated under the educate together 
ethos with little alternative in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4944/18]

31/01/2018WRL01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the school concerned is located in a former primary school building that was secured as part 
of Government policy on school divesting.  

The property is subject to a ten-year lease between the Edmund Rice Schools Trust (ERST) 
and the Minister for Education and Skills.
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As the Deputy is aware, the school has submitted an application to my Department for ad-
ditional accommodation to facilitate expansion. 

However, the lease requires the consent of ERST to place this accommodation on the school 
site.  In this regard, my Department is currently engaging with ERST to secure this consent and  
expects a response from ERST shortly.

Department officials have also been liaising with the school principal recently and have 
advised him that the accommodation will be approved as soon as this consent is granted.

31/01/2018WRL01900Schools Facilities

31/01/2018WRL02000174. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
no provision has been made to provide children with a classroom for special education teach-
ing at a school (details supplied) in view of the fact that as of September 2018 no space will be 
available in the current block. [4948/18]

31/01/2018WRL02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the school concerned is located in a former primary school building that was secured as part 
of Government policy on school divesting.  

The property is subject to a ten-year lease between the Edmund Rice Schools Trust (ERST) 
and the Minister for Education and Skills.

As the Deputy is aware, the school has submitted an application to my Department for ad-
ditional accommodation to facilitate expansion.

However, the lease requires the consent of ERST to place this accommodation on the school 
site.  In this regard, my Department is currently engaging with ERST to secure this consent and  
expects a response from ERST shortly.

Department officials have also been liaising with the school principal recently and have 
advised him that the accommodation will be approved as soon as this consent is granted.

31/01/2018WRL02200Schools Facilities

31/01/2018WRL02300175. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he 
will take to upgrade the toilets, heating and windows at a school (details supplied). [4949/18]

31/01/2018WRL02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In January 2017 the school 
to which the Deputy refers applied for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works 
Scheme for window, toilet and heating works.  However, this application was unsuccessful as 
the Emergency Works Scheme is strictly to deal with sudden and unforeseen emergencies in 
schools.  The works sought were upgrade works and these are appropriate to the Summer Works 
Scheme.  

More recently, my Department did provide funding under the Emergency Works Scheme to 
carry out Fire Safety Works and this project to carry out these works has been devolved for 
delivery to the school authority.

31/01/2018WRL02500Teacher Recruitment
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31/01/2018WRL02600176. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 198 of 5 December 2017, the progress he has made in reviewing proposals 
to incentivise persons to undertake the two year professional masters in education, including 
financial incentives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4950/18]

31/01/2018WRL02700179. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that reports indicating the number of applications for entry to a number 
of postgraduate courses for second level teaching has fallen in 2018; his plans in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4953/18]

31/01/2018WRL02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 176 and 179 together.

Additional investment has allowed the successful recruitment of over 5,000 additional 
teachers in the past two years.  Since 2012-13, there are 8,900 more teachers in our schools.  No 
other part of the public service has seen this sort of growth, which is testament to the Govern-
ment’s commitment to education and its importance in fulfilling our national ambitions.

I have already announced a number of measures to increase the pool of teachers available 
to schools, in particular to fill short-term vacancies, including informing all teachers retiring 
in 2017 that in order to remain eligible for employment in a State-funded teaching post for a 
period of more than five consecutive days or to supervise the State examinations, a teacher must 
maintain his or her registration with the Teaching Council.  I have also recently announced the 
temporary suspension of the limits for employment for a teacher on career break.  

At post primary level certain initiatives have been taken to address some of the supply pres-
sures in particular subject areas.  These include, as part of the implementation of the Policy on 
Gaeltacht Education, increasing from 2018/19 the number of places available on the existing 
Irish medium post primary initial teacher education programme in NUIG.  The number of stu-
dents admitted to St. Angela’s, Sligo to follow the Home Economics initial teacher education 
(ITE) programme has also increased from 85 to 101 in the current year, with further expansions 
in future years being considered.   

 Other measures under consideration include:

- How to introduce subject quotas for post primary PME ITE programmes, targeted at areas 
of shortage

- Expansion of the undergraduate route to becoming a post primary teacher

- Development of innovative ways to meet areas of shortage including consideration of top 
up” or conversion courses to upskill existing teachers to teach in subject areas of shortage.

I will shortly be announcing the establishment of a Teacher Supply Steering Group to de-
velop a strategy for teacher supply.  As part of its remit, the Group will consult with key stake-
holders.  

I will also ask the Teaching Council to review subject criteria and processes for assessing 
out of state qualifications, including further engagement with the Migrant Teacher Project and 
to engage more with graduate fairs, and final year students

Separately, I will be also be working with employers, school management bodies and higher 
education institutions to achieve progress in this space.

The Deputy may wish to note that the numbers of graduates from ITE programmes have 
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remained broadly constant.  Over 8,000 primary and 7,800 second level teachers have gradu-
ated in the last five years and in 2018 it is estimated that approximately 1,870 primary and 1,523 
post primary teachers will graduate.  In addition, the number of applicants for primary school 
teaching (both undergraduate and postgraduate) and for second level teaching at undergraduate 
level have remained broadly constant.  However, I acknowledge that there has been a fall in 
applications to the second level PME.  I will be asking the Teacher Supply Steering Group how 
the post primary PME can be made more attractive and I will also consider whether we can use 
financial incentives to improve the uptake of certain courses.

31/01/2018WRM00200Teacher Career Breaks

31/01/2018WRM00300177. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans in respect 
of job sharing and career break entitlements for primary teachers; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4951/18]

31/01/2018WRM00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The provisions of the Ca-
reer Break and Job Sharing Schemes are set out in Chapters Eight and Nine of  “Terms and 
Conditions of Employment for Registered Teachers in Recognised Primary and Post Primary 
Schools, which is published on my Department’s website.

In response to reported difficulties by schools with regard to recruiting substitute teachers, 
my Department issued notification on 26th   January that it was suspending the restrictions re-
garding substitution limits for those on a career break for the current school year.  Prior to this 
decision the limits were 90 days in Primary Schools and 300 hours in Post Primary Schools.  
The notification also reminded employers that “in considering applications for Career Breaks, 
the welfare and educational needs of the pupils shall take precedence over all other consider-
ations and accordingly, must take account of the availability of appropriate qualified replace-
ment teachers.  This requirement has always been part of the Career Break Scheme, which is a 
discretionary scheme.  I understand from representations received that suspending the restric-
tions as outlined will provide immediate assistance to some schools finding it difficult to recruit 
qualified substitute teachers.

31/01/2018WRM00500Teacher Recruitment

31/01/2018WRM00600178. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to address 
the current and potential teacher shortages in STEM subjects; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4952/18]

31/01/2018WRM00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): To ask the Minister for 
Education and Skills his plans to address the current and potential teacher shortages in STEM 
subjects; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

Over 5,000 additional teachers have been successfully recruited in the last two years.  We 
are recruiting more new teachers than at any other point in the history of the state.  The num-
bers of graduates from initial teacher education programmes have remained broadly constant. 
In 2018 it is estimated that approximately 1,870 primary and 1,523 post primary teachers will 
graduate. 

In November 2017 I launched a STEM Policy Statement and Implementation Plan, which 
aims to make Ireland the best in Europe in STEM by 2026.  This Policy Statement focusses 
on the many strengths in STEM education in Ireland while providing a roadmap to address the 
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areas for development. 

Some schools have reported shortages in recruiting teachers in specific subjects at post 
primary level, including in STEM, and as part of the implementation of the Policy I am deter-
mined to deliver increased teacher supply in key priority areas.  At post primary level, we are 
considering the introduction of subject quotas in ITE programmes.  We are also considering the 
introduction of “top up” or conversion courses to upskill teachers.  I have announced my inten-
tion to double the number of places on undergraduate initial teacher education. 

I will shortly be announcing the establishment of a Teacher Supply Steering Group to de-
velop a strategy for teacher supply.  As part of its remit, the Group will consult with key stake-
holders.  

I will also ask the Teaching Council to review subject criteria and processes for assessing 
out of state qualifications and to engage more with graduate fairs, and final year students.

Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 176.

31/01/2018WRM00900School Supervision and Substitution Scheme

31/01/2018WRM01000180. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans in respect 
of a properly structured national panel of substitute teachers to tackle the crisis in teacher sub-
stitution at primary level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4954/18]

31/01/2018WRM01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The teacher supply scheme, 
also referred to as the ‘teacher supply panel’, was discontinued at the start of the 2010/11 school 
year.  The scheme operated on the basis of an additional full-time teacher being allocated to 
a school to cover certified sick leave absences in that school and a cluster of neighbouring 
schools.  If the teacher was not required on a given day to cover sick leave absences they gener-
ally assisted with other work in their school such as administrative duties. 

A value for money review of the scheme was published in July 2006.  The review found 
that approximately 60% of these teachers’ time was used to cover sick leave absences with the 
balance on various other school duties.  This reflected the unpredictable nature of sick leave 
absences.  Teachers assigned to ‘base schools’ or as part of a ‘cluster’ were often not available 
to schools within the cluster, due to the needs or decisions of the base school which retained 
control over the teaching resource.  In addition, teachers who were confined to a cluster were 
not available to schools outside of the cluster.  The scheme proved to be an inefficient use of 
resources and further restricted the number of teachers available for substitute work across the 
wider school system.   

According to the value for money review, the more efficient and cost effective use of teach-
ing resources is to use the normal substitution arrangements that apply to all other schools to 
cover sick leave absences instead of having a cohort of full-time teachers “on call” in these 
schools to cover sick leave absences that may or may not arise.

As the Deputy is probably aware, I will shortly be announcing the establishment of a Teach-
er Supply Steering Group to develop a strategy for teacher supply.  As part of its remit, the 
Group will consult with key stakeholders. It is intended that the Group will have a comprehen-
sive terms of reference and consider the many issues that relate to teacher supply, including the 
use of supply panels.



Questions - Written Answers

60

31/01/2018WRM01200Peace Commissioners Data

31/01/2018WRM01300181. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the names and 
districts of peace commissioners in County Meath, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4691/18]

31/01/2018WRM01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that Peace Commissioner records are appointment based and they do not always reflect the 
actual situation on the ground because the Department is reliant on the Peace Commissioners 
themselves and other interested parties, to advise of changes which may occur subsequent to 
appointment e.g. death, retirement, inactivity or relocation.

While every effort is made to maintain an accurate record of active Peace Commissioners, 
individuals requesting their services are advised to contact local Gardaí, to ensure that a particu-
lar listed individual is active and available.  

The names and Sub-Districts of all appointed Peace Commissioners held on file in County 
Meath are as follows:

Sub-District Name
Ashbourne Cleary, Billy
Ashbourne Conway, Carmel
Ashbourne Duff, Ronald P
Ashbourne Keenan, Thomas A.
Ashbourne Killian, Nick
Ashbourne McCarthy-Smith, Carmel
Ashbourne O’Brien, Terence
Ashbourne O’Connell, Dan
Ashbourne O’Grady, Sean
Ashbourne Tobin, Alan
Athboy Gallagher, Oliver
Athboy Kelly, Cornelius
Athboy MacDonncha, Padraig
Athboy Murphy, Martin J.
Athboy Sweeney, Niall
Ballivor Cloak, Noel
Ballivor Cunningham, Patrick John
Ballivor Darby, Thomas Edward
Ballivor Dargan, James
Ballivor De Lacy, Philomena
Ballivor Feeney, Andrew Oliver   
Ballivor Feeney, Patrick
Crossakiel Cahill, James
Crossakiel Carney, Patrick
Crossakiel Coyne, Sean
Crossakiel Fox, John O.
Crossakiel Travers, John J.
Duleek Corry, Stephen
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Sub-District Name
Duleek Heeney, Noel
Duleek Keogan, Sharon
Duleek Lynch, Richard J.
Duleek Sullivan, Thomas
Dunboyne Carey, Kevin
Dunboyne Clarke, James W.
Dunboyne Conniffe, Michael
Dunboyne Fitzgerald, John
Dunboyne Fox, Joseph S.
Dunboyne Gunning, Hugh
Dunboyne Henry, Seán
Dunboyne Hughes, Daniel
Dunboyne Leonard, Noel
Dunboyne Mahon, Thomas
Dunboyne Muldoon, Eoin
Dunboyne Murphy, Maria
Dunboyne O’Reilly, Damien
Dunboyne Purcell, Eamon J.
Dunboyne Quinn, Paul
Dunboyne Rodgers, Richard Mark
Dunboyne Sheridan, Patrick J.
Dunboyne Ward, Robert A.
Dunshaughlin Downes, Joseph B.
Dunshaughlin Faughnan, Stephen
Dunshaughlin Flynn, Seamus
Dunshaughlin Harrahill, Mary
Dunshaughlin Molloy, Nicholas
Dunshaughlin O’Connor, Gerry
Dunshaughlin Ralph, Andrew
Enfeld Hackett, John
Enfield Carey, William
Enfield Costello, Martin
Enfield Holton, Marguerita
Enfield Holton, Patrick Joseph
Enfield Prendergast, Patrick J.
Kells Bradley, John
Kells Brady, John
Kells Carolan, Lawrence J.
Kells Clarke, Bartholomew
Kells Eiffe, Daniel
Kells Gibney, Eamon
Kells Gormally, Patrick Joseph
Kells Greene, James
Kells McCabe, Patrick
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Sub-District Name
Kells O’Neill, Marie
Kells O’Reilly, Ciarán
Kells Reilly, Bryan M.
Kells Sherlock, Patrick J.
Kells Sullivan, John J.
Kilmessan Swan, Rosemary
Laytown Campbell, Colin
Laytown Cassidy, Aidan
Laytown Curran, Greg
Laytown Darcy, Peter
Laytown Downey, Peggy
Laytown Kelly, Thomas
Laytown Tolan, Sharon
Longwood Cummins, Patrick G.
Longwood McGuinness, Patrick
Longwood Murray, Seamus
Navan Collier, Eamonn
Navan Corcoran, Laurence
Navan Crahan, Sean
Navan Daly, Michael J.
Navan Donegan, Kevin J.
Navan Duffy, John
Navan Ennis, Andrew Anthony
Navan Fitzpatrick, Daniel J.
Navan Healy, Richard
Navan Henry, James Joseph
Navan Marry, Oliver
Navan Marry, Paschal
Navan McCormack, Laurence
Navan Murphy, Paul
Navan O’Connor, Thomas
Navan O’Donoghue, John Patrick
Navan O’Neill, Patrick
Navan Quinn, Larry
Nobber Shankey, John
Nobber Ward, Oliver
Oldcastle Curran, Thomas
Oldcastle Farrelly, Gerard
Oldcastle Gibney, John
Oldcastle Gibney, Thomas
Oldcastle Hamilton, Thomas
Oldcastle Haughney, James
Oldcastle Kellett, Thomas P.
Oldcastle Masterson, James
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Sub-District Name
Oldcastle O’Reilly, Edward
Slane Gough, Hugh
Slane Macken, Kevin John
Slane Mitchell, Anthony L.
Slane O’Brien, Frank
Slane Rooney, Andrew
Summerhill Fagan, Shena Rose Anne
Summerhill Gannon, Patrick John
Summerhill McKeogh, Michael
Summerhill Moore, James
Summerhill O’Neill, Jim
Summerhill O’Rourke, Dennis
Summerhill Shannon, Patrick J.
Trim Anderson, Paul
Trim Cantwell, Martin Philip
Trim Cheevers, Mark
Trim Cheevers, Tara
Trim Clancy, Liam
Trim Cleary, Chris
Trim Gorry, Bríd
Trim Griffith, Robert Kiernan
Trim Lenihan, Thomas Michael Patrick Joseph
Trim McGonagle, Eugene
Trim McHugh, Thomas Vincent
Trim Reilly, Terence
Trim Rispin, Christopher

31/01/2018WRM01500Courts Service

31/01/2018WRM01600182. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of his 
Department’s review of the probate system; the timeframe for the review; the recommendations 
in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4713/18]

31/01/2018WRM01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Probate Office is 
an office of the High Court and management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts 
Service, which is independent in exercising its functions under the Courts Service Act 1998.  
Probate functions are also carried out by County Registrars at District Probate Registries in 14 
provincial court offices.   

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the Probate Services Review Group was established by 
the Chief Executive Officer of the Courts Service in June 2016.  The Courts Service has ad-
vised that, at an early stage in its deliberations, the Review Group engaged in a comprehensive 
survey of internal and external stakeholders, extending to practitioners and personal applicants 
with recent experience of applying for grants and additional consultations with certain external 
stakeholders.  This necessitated the extension of the deadline for provision of the final report. 



Questions - Written Answers

64

The report with recommendations for the modernisation of the process is now being fi-
nalised and will be presented to the Senior Management Team of the Courts Service and to the 
Courts Service Board early this year.  A key focus of the report will be the potential for transfer 
of applications for grants of administration on-line.  The Courts Service and Revenue Commis-
sioners have, during the course of the Review Group’s deliberations, been exploring options for 
a collaborative approach to delivering of an eProbate solution. 

31/01/2018WRM01800Citizenship Applications

31/01/2018WRM01900183. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if Parts 2 
and 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 will, when enacted, grant citizenship 
rights to a person (details supplied). [4720/18]

31/01/2018WRM02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As outlined to the Deputy 
in my response to Parliamentary Questions No. 29 of 23 January, this is a highly complex area.  
Entitlement to Irish citizenship is governed by the provisions of the Irish Nationality and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended.  Parts 2 and 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 
2015, which provide for parentage through donor-assisted reproduction, are to be commenced 
in due course by my colleague the Minister for Health.  

Each application for citizenship is determined on the full facts of the case taking into ac-
count the relevant legislation in force at that particular time.  It would not be appropriate for 
me to predict the outcome of any individual case in advance of any legislative change and until 
such time as my officials have had the opportunity to examine the facts of each case including 
the legislation prevailing at that time.

31/01/2018WRM02100Courts Service

31/01/2018WRM02200184. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views 
on whether a register of interests should exist for judges, similar to that in place for politicians 
and that judges should be legally compelled to declare conflicts of interest, which may poten-
tially arise in cases they are dealing with; if safeguards or guidelines exist in this area; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4763/18]

31/01/2018WRM02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will 
be aware, the position is that the courts are, subject only to the Constitution and the law, inde-
pendent in the exercise of their judicial functions and the conduct of any court case is a matter 
entirely for the presiding judge.

It is established practice for judges not to act as a judge in a case where they have an inter-
est, or where there are grounds on which a reasonable person might apprehend that in respect of 
the issues involved he or she would not get an independent hearing.  Any party to proceedings 
may apply to a judge to recuse himself/herself where there is an apprehension of objective or 
subjective bias in the case. 

The Deputy will also be aware that the Judicial Council Bill was published in June 2017 and 
is currently awaiting Committee Stage in Seanad Éireann.  During the Second Stage debate on 
that Bill, I referred briefly to the fact that a Register of Interests for judges might have a function 
in maintaining public confidence in the integrity of the judicial process and that I would ex-
plore options in that regard.  I acknowledged the possible need for greater openness concerning 
pecuniary matters while also acknowledging the independence with which judges are vested 
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by virtue of their constitutional office.  The exploration to which I referred is continuing and I 
envisage that there will be further discussion around this matter as the Bill progresses through 
both Houses of the Oireachtas.

31/01/2018WRM02400Courts Service Data

31/01/2018WRM02500185. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the detail of each 
special exemption order granted by Court District No. 17 from 1 December 2014 to 31 De-
cember 2015 in chronological order; and the specific date and licensed premises to which each 
special exemption order relates. [4791/18]

31/01/2018WRM02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which include the 
provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that court statistics and information are not compiled in such 
a way as to provide the detail sought by the Deputy. Licensing applications are not computer-
ised and, therefore, to provide the information sought would involve a trawl of documentation 
for each court in District No. 17 (in excess of 200 courts) and the collation of data sought in 
respect of in excess of 2,200 special exemptions granted from 1 December 2014 to 31 Decem-
ber 2015. It would require a disproportionate amount of staff time and resources to collate the 
data required.  

However, the Courts Service has advised that it is currently in the process of implementing 
an eLicensing system throughout the country, which will include the provision of management 
information.

31/01/2018WRN0010031/01/2018WRN00200Prisoner Transfers

31/01/2018WRN00300186. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 542 of 26 July 2017, if he will report on the progress on resolving issues 
related to the repatriation of prisoners; his plans for resolving this matter in view of the impact 
on the welfare of prisoners and their families; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4795/18]

31/01/2018WRN00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, on 
12 July, 2016, the Supreme Court dismissed the State’s appeal in the case known as ‘O’Farrell, 
McDonald, Rafferty -v- The Governor of Portlaoise Prison’.  The case concerns an appeal taken 
by the State against a judgement of the High Court ordering the release of the three named pris-
oners who had been transferred to Ireland from the UK where they had been sentenced, under 
the provisions of the Transfer of Sentenced Prisoners Acts, 1995 -1997.  

The judgement is detailed and has implications for the continuance in its present form of 
the process operated by the Irish Prison Service for transferring prisoners from other States to 
Ireland.  The practical effect of this judgement is being examined by my Department, includ-
ing the legislative and administrative changes that will be required to address the issues raised. 

I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that all applicants and officials in the appropriate 
sentencing states have being informed of the situation.



Questions - Written Answers

66

31/01/2018WRN00500Proposed Legislation

31/01/2018WRN00600187. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of legis-
lation to create a specific offence of interfering with life-saving equipment such as defibrillators 
and lifebuoys; the engagement he has had with groups (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4850/18]

31/01/2018WRN00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A Private Member’s Bill, 
entitled the Life Saving Equipment Bill 2017, which provides for a specific offence of interfer-
ing with life saving equipment such as defibrillators and certain marine safety devices, includ-
ing lifebuoys, was introduced in Seanad Éireann on 5 July 2017.  Second Stage of the Bill was 
taken on 23 January 2018 where the principles of the Bill, and issues it raises, were discussed.

31/01/2018WRN00800Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRN00900188. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the names of ad-
visers he has appointed to his office since becoming Minister; the responsibilities of each; the 
previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans to make further additional 
appointments. [4872/18]

31/01/2018WRN01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As set out in the response 
to PQ 529 of 7 November 2017, Ms Sarah Kavanagh and Mr Tom Fabozzi are employed as 
special advisers in my Department.  In terms of previous employment, most recently, Ms Ka-
vanagh and Mr Fabozzi held positions as my special advisers in the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade; Ms. Kavanagh was my special adviser in the Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs.  Both are remunerated on the Principal Officer standard pay scale (PPC) in line 
with guidelines on the appointment of Ministerial advisers. 

Ms Kavanagh serves as a political and policy advisor and Mr Fabozzi serves as a commu-
nications advisor.  

Reflecting the scale, diversity and range of responsibilities of my Department, it is my inten-
tion to appoint an additional Special Advisor in the near future.

31/01/2018WRN01100Garda Strength

31/01/2018WRN01200189. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
there are only four community gardaí attached to Ballyfermot Garda station. [4927/18]

31/01/2018WRN01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources.

Ballyfermot Garda Station forms part of the Clondalkin District.  I am informed by the Com-
missioner that on 31 December 2017 there were 194 Gardaí assigned to the Clondalkin District 
of whom 83 were assigned to Ballyfermot Garda Station.  In terms of Community Gardaí there 
are 15 assigned to Clondalkin of whom 7 are assigned to Ballyfermot.  When appropriate, the 
work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National Bu-
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reau of Criminal Investigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Economic Crime 
Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime.  To make this a reality for all the Government has in place a plan for 
an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 
2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. We are making real, tangible progress on reaching 
this goal.

I am informed by the Commissioner that since the reopening of the Garda College in Sep-
tember 2014, just under 1,600 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and 
have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, 137 of whom have been assigned to the 
DMR West Division. Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increased to 
13,551 at the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since the end of 2016.

I am also pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the 
Garda workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains 
on track.  This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College.  Also, 800 
Garda trainees are scheduled to attest during the year, which will see Garda numbers reach 
more than 14,000 by the end of 2018.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical gaps across the or-
ganisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front line operational duties.  There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
Reserves expected to commence training early in 2018.

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed to 
deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda Division, including the DMR West 
Division.

Community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána.  It provides a means of recognis-
ing that every community – both urban and rural – has its own concerns and expectations.

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that the Garda National Model of Community 
Policing plays a key part in responding to crime by taking into account and responding to local 
conditions and needs.  Clear objectives are set, such as high visibility in the community, ease 
of contact by members of the public, and enhanced support for crime prevention strategies. 
Community policing is not, of course, confined to dedicated Community Gardaí, all Gardaí 
have a role to play in community policing in carrying out their duties.  In addition, the National 
Community Policing Office, attached to the Garda Community Relations Bureau, captures best 
practice in community policing initiatives and disseminates these practices through its com-
munication network.  

An Garda Síochána’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 places a strong 
emphasis on developing and supporting the community policing ethos of the organisation and 
enhancing the current delivery model so that Gardaí spend more time in the community, gaining 
public confidence and trust and providing a greater sense of security.  

Undoubtedly, the on-going recruitment process will support all Garda activities and will 
enhance Garda visibility within our communities and the provision of effective community 
policing across all Garda Divisions including the DMR West Division.
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31/01/2018WRN01400Garda Deployment

31/01/2018WRN01500190. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí of each rank attached to each station (details supplied) in each of the past ten years. 
[4928/18]

31/01/2018WRN01600191. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of probationary and newly commissioned gardaí who have been deployed at stations (details 
supplied). [4929/18]

31/01/2018WRN01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 190 and 191 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the dis-
tribution of resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
the optimum use is made of these resources. 

Kevin Street and Kilmainham Garda Stations form part of the Dublin Metropolitan Region 
(D.M.R.) South Central Division, Ballyfermot forms part of the D.M.R. West Division with 
Crumlin Garda Station forming part of the D.M.R. South Division.  The Garda strength of 
the D.M.R.  South Central Division on 31 December 2017 was 622 with 37 Garda Reserves 
and 63 Garda civilian staff attached to the Division.  The total Garda strength of the D.M.R. 
West Division on 31 December 2017 was 672 with 26 Reserves and 52 Garda Civilian staff 
and the total strength of the D.M.R. South Division on 31 December 2017 was 532 with 20 
Reserves and 36 Garda civilian staff.  When appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported 
by a number of Garda national units such as the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, 
the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda National 
Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

As the Deputy will be aware, this Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engage-
ment, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime.  To achieve this the Government has 
put in place a plan for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 
15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  We are making real, tan-
gible progress on achieving this goal. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that since the reopening of the Garda College in Sep-
tember 2014, just under 1,600 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and 
have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, of whom 141, 137 and 118 have been as-
signed to the D.M.R. South Central, D.M.R. West and D.M.R. South Divisions respectively.  I 
am pleased to say that Garda numbers, taking account of retirements, increased to 13,551 at the 
end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since the end of 2016. 

I am also pleased that funding is in place to maintain this high level of investment in the 
Garda workforce to ensure that the vision of an overall workforce of 21,000 by 2021 remains on 
track.  This year a further 800 new Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College. Also 800 Garda 
trainees are scheduled to attest during the year which will see Garda numbers, taking account of 
projected retirements, reach 14,000 by the end of 2018.

In addition, a further 500 civilians will also be recruited to fill critical skills gaps across the 
organisation and to facilitate the redeployment of Gardaí from administrative and technical du-
ties to front-line operational duties.  There are plans to strengthen the Garda Reserve with new 
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Reserves expected to commence training in 2018. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources needed 
to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Division, including the DMR Divisions. 

In so far as the allocation of newly attested Gardaí is concerned, this is a matter for the Gar-
da Commissioner.  I am assured by the Commissioner that the needs of all Garda Divisions are 
fully considered when determining the allocation of resources.  However, it is important to keep 
in mind that newly attested Gardaí have a further 16 months of practical and class-room based 
training to complete in order to receive their BA in Applied Policing.  To ensure that they are 
properly supported and supervised and have opportunities to gain the breadth of policing expe-
rience required, the Commissioner’s policy is to allocate them to specially designated training 
stations which have the required training and development structures and resources in place, 
including trained Garda tutors and access to a permanently appointed supervisory Sergeant who 
is thoroughly familiar with their responsibilities under the training programme.    

I am advised by the Commissioner that the number of Gardaí, by rank  attached to Crumlin, 
Kilmainham, Kevin Street and Ballyfermot  Garda Stations in each of the years 2007 to 2017 
and the number of probationer Gardaí assigned to these stations since the reopening of the 
Garda College are as set out in the following tables.

CRUMLIN GARDA STATION 2007-2017

YEAR GD SG IN SU CS TOTAL
2007 82 18 5 2 1  108
2008 78 20 5 2 1  106
2009 84 16 3 1 1  104
2010 82 17 5 2 1  107
2011 80 16 4 1 1  102
2012 75 16 4 2 1  98
2013 71 18 5 2 1  97
2014 69 17 5 2 1  94
2015 69 17 4 2 1 94
2016 71 22 6 2 1 102
2017 76 17 5 2 1 101 

BALLYFERMOT GARDA STATION 2007-2017

YEAR GD SG IN TOTAL
2007 74 12 1  87
2008 81 16 1  98
2009 84 10 1  95
2010 84 13 2  99
2011 83 11 2  96
2012 80 11 2  93
2013 76 9 2  87
2014 73 11 1  85
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YEAR GD SG IN TOTAL
2015 74 11 1 86
2016 72 12 1 85
2016 72 9 1 83
KEVIN STREET GARDA STATION 2007-2017

YEAR GD SG IN SU TOTAL
2007 119 14 5 1  139
2008 133 15 5 1  154
2009 135 11 5 1  152
2010 136 13 6 1  156
2011 135 11 6 1  153
2012 123 15 4 1  143
2013 114 17 3 1   135
2014 102 15 4  121
2015 99 14 3 1 117
2016 96 15 5 1 117
2017 89 11 3 1 104
KILMAINHAM GARDA STATION 2007-2017

YEAR GD SG IN TOTAL
2007 70 16 1  87
2008 72 15 1  88
2009 71 15  86
2010 67 16  83
2011 58 16  74
2012 65 12 1  78
2013 66 12 1  79
2014 58 14  72
2015 62 13 75
2016 62 11 73
2017 59 8 67
Number of Probationer Gardaí allocated by Station

Station 2015 2016 2017 TOTAL
Kevin   Street 5 8 14 27
Kilmainham 5 5 5 15
Ballyfermot 5 5 4 14
Crumlin 4 7 8 19

31/01/2018WRN01900Prisoner Transfers

31/01/2018WRN02000192. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of a request 
to repatriate a person (details supplied). [4956/18]

31/01/2018WRN02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been advised by 
the Irish Prison Service that as of 31st December 2017 there were 28 applications from prison-
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ers in other jurisdictions who wish to transfer to this country to serve the remainder of their 
sentence, under the provisions of the Transfer of Sentenced Prisoners Acts, 1995 -1997.  

The practical effect and implications of the Supreme Court judgement on 12 July, 2016 in 
the case known as ‘O’Farrell, McDonald, Rafferty -v- The Governor of Portlaoise Prison’, are 
being examined by officials of my Department and the Irish Prison Service in consultation with 
Attorney General. 

I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that the person referred to in this question along 
with all other applicants and officials in the appropriate sentencing states have been informed 
of the current position. 

31/01/2018WRN02200Naturalisation Applications

31/01/2018WRN02300193. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an application 
for naturalisation by a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4959/18]

31/01/2018WRN02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is on-going, 
with a view to establishing whether the conditions for naturalisation, such as good character and 
lawful residence, are satisfied.  On completion of the necessary processing the application will 
be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.   

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay.  While most cases are now generally processed within six months, the 
nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases will 
take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can take 
a considerable period of time.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

31/01/2018WRN02500Brexit Issues

31/01/2018WRN02600194. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
her plans to support calls for measures for local business in the Border counties in the event of 
a hard border post-Brexit and or an unfavourable trade agreement with a post-Brexit Northern 
Ireland and the United Kingdom. [4742/18]

31/01/2018WRN02700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department and its enterprise agencies are focused on assisting companies to prepare for the 



Questions - Written Answers

72

UK’s withdrawal from the EU.  This includes initiatives to build awareness of particular and 
sector-specific challenges that Brexit is likely to pose and helping firms put in place plans to 
deal with them.  

Much of the broader work undertaken so far to help mitigate the impact of Brexit on Irish 
firms is set out in a report prepared by my Department entitled “Building Stronger Business 
- Responding to Brexit by Competing, Innovating and Trading”.  This describes measures al-
ready taken and outlines future initiatives that will help ensure that Irish businesses are as pre-
pared as possible for the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union. 

Our State Agencies have been particularly active in helping firms here prepare for the post-
Brexit commercial environment.  InterTrade Ireland - aided by additional funding that has been 
provided by my Department - has initiated an awareness raising campaign and launched ser-
vices to assist companies to plan for Brexit.  This includes the provision of “Start to Plan” 
vouchers, which helps companies get access to the specialist advice they need.  

Enterprise Ireland, meanwhile, launched a “Brexit SME Scorecard” - effectively a new in-
teractive platform which can be used by Irish companies to self-assess their exposure to Brexit.  
The Agency has also introduced a “Be Prepared Grant” that helps SME clients meet the costs 
of implementing a plan to mitigate risks arising from Brexit.  Furthermore, the Local Enterprise 
Office Network are hosting information events around the country about Brexit.

While progress has been made in helping many different businesses prepare, we know much 
more work remains to be done.  That is why we will remain absolutely focused on our Brexit-
related initiatives and will continue to explore new avenues and means of helping our compa-
nies plan for the future.

31/01/2018WRO00200Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRO00300195. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
names of advisers she has appointed to her office since becoming Minister; the responsibilities 
of each; the previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if she plans to make further 
additional appointments. [4861/18]

31/01/2018WRO00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, I have appointed two Special Advisers. 

The appointments were made in line with the “Instructions to Personnel Officers - Ministe-
rial Appointments for the 32nd Dáil” that were issued by the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform (DPER), which permits the appointment of a maximum of two special advisers.

Details of these appointments are publicly available through the DPER website, and are set 
out in the following table.

Name - -
Special Adviser to the Min-
ister for Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation

Mr Pauric McPhillips Ms Lucy Moylan

Area of Responsibility Policy Press
Annual Salary  2nd Point Principal Officer 

Standard Scale
 1st Point Principal Officer 
Standard Scale

Prior to their current appointments, both individuals served as Special Advisers to me in my 
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capacity as Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

31/01/2018WRO00500HSE Staff Remuneration

31/01/2018WRO00600196. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the terms of report No. 42 with regard to higher remuneration in public service 
was not applied to a small number of former health board officials that transferred to the HSE 
in 2005, some of whom are still employed by the HSE, whilst others have retired; the justifica-
tion for this; the action he plans to take in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4719/18]

31/01/2018WRO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): At the time of the publication of  Report 42 
of the Review Body on Higher Remuneration in the Public Service, there was a lack of agree-
ment around the application of recommended pay increases to different categories of managers 
in the HSE.  As a result, the then Minister for Health did not sanction the payment of these 
increases.  Subsequently, due to the severe economic situation in Ireland, in July 2008, the 
Government decided to cap all increases at 5% and announced that all of the pending increases 
for Ministerial and Parliamentary Office holders and other senior public servants would not be 
implemented.  The Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2)  Act was also 
passed which restricted the power to pay remuneration above the rate determined in accordance 
with the terms of the Act.

My Department submitted a business case for the application of pay adjustments to certain 
senior managers in the HSE to the Minister for Finance (now Finance and Public Expenditure 
& Reform).  The Minister for Finance considered that the circumstances applying to these HSE 
senior managers cannot be considered as exceptional circumstances, which cause a substantial 
inequity to arise, that warrant a distinction to be made between those circumstances and those 
of other public servants. 

 There are no plans to make any awards in respect of Report 42 at this time.

31/01/2018WRO00800Home Care Packages

31/01/2018WRO00900197. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be provided with home care hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4667/18]

31/01/2018WRO01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

31/01/2018WRO01100Disability Statistics

31/01/2018WRO01200198. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if there is an increase year 
on year on the number of children that present with autism and related problems in each of the 
years 2010 to 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4672/18]

31/01/2018WRO01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
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plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRO01400Home Help Service Provision

31/01/2018WRO01500199. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an ap-
plication by a person (details supplied). [4677/18]

31/01/2018WRO01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

31/01/2018WRO01700Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2018WRO01800200. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4678/18]

31/01/2018WRO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014,  has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

31/01/2018WRO02000Hospital Facilities

31/01/2018WRO02100201. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if the introduction of free Wi-Fi 
will be made available to inpatients and outpatients at University Hospital Limerick; the esti-
mated cost of such a project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4693/18]

31/01/2018WRO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRO02300HSE Staff Data

31/01/2018WRO02400202. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if a person who is work-
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ing in the HSE and has reached 65 years of age can continue working until 70 years of age; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [4696/18]

31/01/2018WRO02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My colleague, the Minister for Finance and 
Public Expenditure & Reform, Paschal Donohoe T.D., secured Government approval in Decem-
ber 2017 for an increase in the compulsory retirement age from 65 years to 70 years for public 
servants who currently are required to retire at age 65 years .  Legislation will be necessary to 
effect these changes and the General Scheme of a Bill was also approved by Government at that 
time.  Minister Donohoe has indicated that he would ask the Attorney General to prioritise the 
drafting of this legislation so that the new compulsory retirement age would become effective 
as soon as possible.

The Government also agreed, in advance of the legislation coming into effect, that interim 
arrangements could be introduced, for serving public servants who reach the age of 65 years 
between the date of the Government Decision and the coming into effect of the necessary leg-
islation.  These arrangements enable such public servants to be retained until they reach the age 
of eligibility for Contributory State Pension, which is currently age 66 years.  My Department 
has advised the HSE and other agencies of these interim measures.

31/01/2018WRO02600Hospital Waiting Lists Data

31/01/2018WRO02700203. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) was removed from the public waiting list and transferred to the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund without notice, to be then transferred back to the public waiting list due to age 
ineligibility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4702/18]

31/01/2018WRO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014,  has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

31/01/2018WRP0010031/01/2018WRP00200Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2018WRP00300204. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the status of a person (details 
supplied) on a waiting list for a surgical procedure; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [4703/18]

31/01/2018WRP00400205. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4704/18]

31/01/2018WRP00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 204 and 
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205 together.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014,  has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

31/01/2018WRP00700Home Help Service Provision

31/01/2018WRP00800206. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if increased home care in the 
morning and a hoist can be provided for a person (details supplied) in County Wexford; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4714/18]

31/01/2018WRP00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

31/01/2018WRP01000Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2018WRP01100207. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expedited 
for a person (details supplied); and the status of same.  [4721/18]

31/01/2018WRP01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

31/01/2018WRP01300Medicinal Products Reimbursement

31/01/2018WRP01400208. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that specific medication has been withdrawn from medical card holders; if his atten-
tion has been further drawn to the fact that those using this medication were not notified of this; 
and if he will consider reinstating this medication to medical card holders (details supplied). 
[4723/18]

31/01/2018WRP01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medicines play a vital role in improving 
the health of Irish patients.  Securing access to existing and new and innovative medicines is 
a key objective of the  health service.  However, the challenge is to do this in an affordable 
and sustainable manner.  The medicines bill for the community drugs schemes – primarily the 
GMS, Long Term Illness and Drugs Payment schemes and the High Tech Arrangement – was 
approximately €1.8 billion in 2017. 
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To ensure patients receive the highest quality care, resources invested in medicines must be 
used efficiently and effectively.  This requires an integrated approach to secure best value for 
money for all treatments, greater efficiencies in the supply chain and the use of the most cost-
effective treatments.

Lidocaine 5% medicated plaster is licensed for the symptomatic relief of neuropathic pain 
associated with previous herpes zoster (shingles) infection, known as post-herpetic neuralgia 
(PHN), in adults.  It has been reimbursed in the community drugs schemes since 2010.  The 
projected budget impact on introduction was low due to the specific licensed indication but total 
expenditure has increased significantly, from €9.4 million in 2012 to over €30 million in 2016, 
mainly from off-licence use for pain not associated with shingles. 

An HSE Medicines Management Programme (MMP) review of this product highlighted 
that the clinical evidence for its use in PHN is limited due to lack of comparative data, and its 
value is uncertain for all other types of pain.  The National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
estimated that, in Ireland, only 5-10% of prescribing of this product has been for the licensed 
indication of PHN. 

Following the MMP review, the HSE introduced a new reimbursement system for the prod-
uct from 1 September 2017.  This process supports its appropriate use, ensuring that PHN 
patients continue to receive this treatment.  The HSE estimates that this protocol will reduce 
annual expenditure on this product by approximately 90%.

Under the protocol, all patients who were receiving antivirals for shingles were automati-
cally approved for the lidocaine medicated plaster for three months.  No action was required by 
GPs and the patient’s pharmacy was notified of his or her approval status.

These patients were identified and automatically registered on the HSE-PCRS system for 
three months and continued to receive the treatment from their pharmacy until 30 November 
2017.  However, since 1 December 2017, non-shingles patients no longer receive this item un-
der the community drugs schemes.  The HSE has produced information leaflets for patients and 
advised GPs on treatment alternatives. 

In exceptional circumstances, the product may be approved for supply through the commu-
nity schemes for unlicensed indications.  GPs apply for reimbursement for unlicensed indica-
tions through the online system.  The MMP reviews applications before a decision is made and 
communicated to the GP.   

Full details of the review are available on the HSE website at

http://hse.ie/eng/about/Who/clinical/natclinprog/medicinemanagementprogramme/your-
medicines/lidocaine-plaster/lidocaine-medicated-plaster.html.

This decision is a matter for the HSE.  However, I fully support the objectives of the HSE 
Medicines Management Programme.

31/01/2018WRP01600Long-Term Illness Scheme

31/01/2018WRP01700209. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the recent decision of the NHS to make the FreeStyle Libre system available to persons with 
diabetes in the UK; the status of the assessment process to include the system in the LTI scheme 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4725/18]
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31/01/2018WRP01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRP01900Diabetes Strategy

31/01/2018WRP02000210. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the pressure and hardships suffered on a daily basis by persons with diabetes; the supports 
available for them; and his plans for enhancing those supports in the future.  [4726/18]

31/01/2018WRP02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRP02200Eating Disorders

31/01/2018WRP02300211. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if the same high quality of 
care that is provided by eating disorder teams will be assured at the proposed mini hub eating 
disorder treatment locations in counties Sligo, Cavan, Kilkenny, Limerick and Waterford as in 
the hub locations in counties Galway, Cork and Dublin [4738/18]

31/01/2018WRP02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

31/01/2018WRP02500Home Help Service

31/01/2018WRP02600212. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if more full-time carer positions 
for the provision of home help hours in counties Cavan and Monaghan by the HSE will be 
funded; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4748/18]

31/01/2018WRP02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

31/01/2018WRQ00200EU Directives

31/01/2018WRQ00300213. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the concerns raised by an organisation (details supplied) regarding the new EU legisla-
tion requesting the Government to interpret guidelines for x-ray referral and its fears that it will 
be omitted from using and taking x-rays; his plans to introduce an amendment that would allow 
qualified chiropractors to be included within the regulatory framework as provided by the new 
regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4766/18]

31/01/2018WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This question relates to the transposition 
of the medical provisions of the Basic Safety Standards Directive (BSSD) by my Department 
and whether chiropractors will be designated as referrers and practitioners in the transposing 
regulations. 
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Ionising radiation has many beneficial applications however as the use of ionising radiation 
increases, so does the potential for health hazards if not properly used or contained.  The BSSD 
is an essential piece of legislation which protects the public, patients, workers and others from 
all forms of ionising radiation.  

My Department conducted a general consultation on the BSSD in June 2017 and sought 
views on the provisions of the Directive where Member States had discretion.  The Chiropractic 
Association of Ireland (CAI) was included in my Department’s notification of the consulta-
tion process and arrangements were made to contact all licence-holders of ionising radiation 
equipment advising them of the consultation.  Information on the consultation process was also 
posted on my Department’s website.  No response was received from the CAI or any individual 
identifying as a chiropractor.  

The transposing statutory instrument for the BSSD will revoke and replace existing regula-
tions from 2002.  The existing regulations do not designate chiropractors as referrers or prac-
titioners.  Chiropractors who refer individuals for medical exposures, carry out medical expo-
sures or other related functions are not in compliance with the existing regulations.

The current regulations lack inspection or enforcement provisions, however, in the new 
regulations HIQA will have the inspection and enforcement powers to enforce compliance and 
contravention of the new regulations will be an offence.

The statutory instrument transposing the BSSD will designate those who may refer for ra-
diological tests, those who may carry them out and other functions and in this regard I propose 
to designate nurses, doctors, dentists and radiographers as appropriate.

The proposed designation of relevant professionals is based on patient safety and public 
health considerations reflected in the advice of the Chief Medical Officer.  

The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment has overall respon-
sibility for the transposition of the BSSD.  My Department will finalise the medical provisions 
of the BSSD in the coming weeks.

31/01/2018WRQ00500Primary Care Centres Funding

31/01/2018WRQ00600214. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health if a primary care centre (details 
supplied) is publicly funded. [4773/18]

31/01/2018WRQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRQ00800Departmental Funding

31/01/2018WRQ00900215. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the funding or grants available 
through his Department for early retirement groups; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [4776/18]

31/01/2018WRQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department administered a National 
Lottery Discretionary Fund up to and including 2016 from which once-off grants were paid to 
community and voluntary organisations providing a range of health related services.  My De-
partment no longer operates a National Lottery Fund. 
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However, the HSE operates a similar scheme and continues to provide grants to health agen-
cies and other organisations from National Lottery funds.

31/01/2018WRQ01100Health Services Provision

31/01/2018WRQ01200216. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the HSE to 
meet with an organisation (details supplied) to discuss a proposal for stroke support groups in 
County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4777/18]

31/01/2018WRQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department have been in touch with the 
Clinical Strategy and Programme Division of HSE regarding this proposal who have indicated 
that they are happy to meet with the Irish Heart Foundation to discuss their submission further. 

31/01/2018WRQ01400EU Directives

31/01/2018WRQ01500217. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the reason the medical 
officer in his Department is advising chiropractors that they are to stop using x-ray machines 
or referring persons for x-rays from 6 February 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4781/18]

31/01/2018WRQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This question relates to the transposition 
of the medical provisions of the Basic Safety Standards Directive (BSSD) by my Department 
and whether chiropractors will be designated as referrers and practitioners in the transposing 
regulations. 

The transposing statutory instrument for the BSSD will revoke and replace existing reg-
ulations from 2002.  The existing regulations do not designate chiropractors as referrers or 
practitioners.  The current regulations lack inspection or enforcement provisions. In the new 
regulations HIQA will have the inspection and enforcement powers to enforce compliance and 
contravention of the new regulations will be an offence.

The statutory instrument transposing the BSSD will designate those who may refer for ra-
diological tests, those who may carry them out and other functions and in this regard I propose 
to designate nurses, doctors, dentists and radiographers as appropriate.

The proposed designation of relevant professionals is based on patient safety and public 
health considerations reflected in the advice of the Chief Medical Officer.  Chiropractors that 
currently refer individuals for medical exposures, carry out medical exposures or other related 
functions are not in compliance with the existing regulations.

The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment has overall respon-
sibility for the transposition of the BSSD.  My Department will finalise the medical provisions 
of the BSSD in the coming weeks.

31/01/2018WRQ01700Health Services Provision

31/01/2018WRQ01800218. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4794/18]

31/01/2018WRQ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
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matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

31/01/2018WRQ02000Medicinal Products Availability

31/01/2018WRQ02100219. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health if the drug Vimizim has being 
approved by the HSE for those suffering from Morquio syndrome (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4797/18]

31/01/2018WRQ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRQ02300Departmental Correspondence

31/01/2018WRQ02400220. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if a reply will issue to cor-
respondence from a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4812/18]

31/01/2018WRQ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

31/01/2018WRQ02600Medicinal Products Availability

31/01/2018WRQ02700221. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if a reply will issue to corre-
spondence from a person (details supplied) in relation to THC; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4815/18]

31/01/2018WRQ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In March, following the publication of the 
Health Products Regulatory Authority’s report ‘Cannabis for Medical Use – A Scientific Re-
view’, I established an Expert Reference Group to advise on the development of a Cannabis for 
Medical Use Access Programme, for patients who are under the care of a medical consultant 
and have been diagnosed with the following medical conditions:

- spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis resistant to all standard therapies;

- intractable nausea and vomiting associated with cancer chemotherapy, despite the use of 
standard anti-emetic regimens;

- severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy that has failed to respond to standard an-
ticonvulsant medications.

The Access Programme is intended to facilitate access to cannabis-based products, that are 
not authorised as medicines but are of a standardised quality and meet an acceptable level of 
quality assurance.  The Expert Group has drawn up clinical guidance for healthcare profession-
als treating patients through the Access Programme.  Officials in the Department of Health are 
working on legislation to underpin the Access Programme.  This work is well advanced but will 
take some further time to complete.
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In the meantime, medical practitioners who wish to prescribe cannabis-based products con-
taining THC may apply under the Misuse of Drugs Act for a licence to do so.  The Chief Medi-
cal Officer has advised that the granting of such a licence must be premised on an appropriate 
application being submitted to the Department of Health, which is endorsed by a consultant 
who is responsible for the management of the patient and who is prepared to monitor the effects 
of the treatment over time.

To date four licences in respect of four individual patients have been granted.  

Valid applications received by the Department are assessed and responded to without delay.

If the patient’s consultant requires further information or clarification in relation to the li-
cence application process, he or she should contact the Department of Health directly.

31/01/2018WRR00200Emergency Departments Waiting Times

31/01/2018WRR00300222. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health if his Department or the HSE 
collect data regarding average and total hours spent by persons on trolleys in public hospitals 
rather than only the total number using trolleys at one time; and if such information is publicly 
available [4826/18]

31/01/2018WRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

31/01/2018WRR00500Emergency Departments Waiting Times

31/01/2018WRR00600223. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health if the recommended 24 hour limit 
on trolleys for patients 75 years of age and above is being adhered to; and if there is an internal 
HSE alert system that ensures patients do not exceed HIQA recommended maximum durations 
on trolleys. [4827/18]

31/01/2018WRR00700225. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health the specific maximum durations 
on trolleys recommended for patients who are 75 years of age and over; and the way in which 
these are enforced. [4829/18]

31/01/2018WRR00800242. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of patients over 75 
years of age who have had to wait more than 24 hours in an accident and emergency department 
in 2017, by hospital, in tabular form. [4913/18]

31/01/2018WRR00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 223, 225 
and 242 together.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

31/01/2018WRR01000Hospitals Data

31/01/2018WRR01100224. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of hospitals operating 
at full operational protocol; and the length of time each has being doing so. [4828/18]

31/01/2018WRR01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
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this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

Question No. 225 answered with Question No. 223.

31/01/2018WRR01400Nursing Staff Data

31/01/2018WRR01500226. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of agency nursing 
staff being utilised to staff existing vacancies in community healthcare organisation area 2, 
CHO2. [4833/18]

31/01/2018WRR01600227. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the services that have been cur-
tailed in order to adjust downwards staffing levels to a safe service. [4834/18]

31/01/2018WRR01700229. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the policy that community 
health care organisation area 2, CHO2, is using regarding the recruitment of nursing staff; and 
if CHO2 is using a policy of one out, one in. [4836/18]

31/01/2018WRR01800230. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the reason community health-
care organisation area 2, CHO2, is choosing to ignore circular 10/2017. [4837/18]

31/01/2018WRR01900231. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses who have 
been recruited, processed and appointed on a temporary and permanent basis in the community 
health care organisation area 2, CHO2, area, respectively. [4838/18]

31/01/2018WRR02000232. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of agency nurses 
working in community health care organisation area 2, CHO2, who have been converted to 
direct employment; and the costing associated with the employment of agency compared to 
directly employed staff. [4839/18]

31/01/2018WRR02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 226, 227 
and 229 to 232, inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on this matter. 

31/01/2018WRR02300Nursing Staff

31/01/2018WRR02400228. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if HSE circular 10/2017 has 
been implemented; and the evidence of same. [4835/18]

31/01/2018WRR02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

Questions Nos. 229 to 232, inclusive, answered with Question No. 226.

31/01/2018WRS00100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

31/01/2018WRS00500233. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing for orthotics shoes, by county; the waiting time for same, by county, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4852/18]

31/01/2018WRS00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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31/01/2018WRS00700Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

31/01/2018WRS00800234. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that a person (details supplied) has been advised that the waiting list for or-
thotics shoes will be up to three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4853/18]

31/01/2018WRS00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRS01000Home Care Packages

31/01/2018WRS01100235. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that since 2014 due to a lack of funding there is no pain relief available for 
those receiving home care (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4854/18]

31/01/2018WRS01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

31/01/2018WRS01300Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRS01400236. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the names of advisers he has 
appointed to his office since becoming Minister; the responsibilities of each; the previous em-
ployment of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans to make further additional appointments. 
[4870/18]

31/01/2018WRS01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There have been two special advisers ap-
pointed to me as Minister for Health (Joanne Lonergan and Kathyann Barrett).  The salary 
applicable to both advisers is the standard scale for the grade of Principal Officer in the Civil 
Service (€80,852 - €99,408) in accordance with the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform instructions to Personnel Officers on Ministerial Appointments for the 32nd Dáil.  The 
special advisers are suitably qualified for their roles.

31/01/2018WRS01600Hospital Facilities

31/01/2018WRS01700237. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce translabial 
ultrasound facilities in public hospitals in order that issues with transvaginal mesh may be iden-
tified without women that are suffering severe side effects having to travel to the UK for such 
scans. [4880/18]

31/01/2018WRS01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

31/01/2018WRS01900Medicinal Products Regulation

31/01/2018WRS02000238. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the licensing 
conditions used by the HPRA in regard to medical devices in view of the extremely severe side 
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effects of transvaginal mesh one brand of which (details supplied) was brought to market fol-
lowing a trial in only 31 women and in which the mesh failed in 30% of subjects. [4883/18]

31/01/2018WRS02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In accordance with Medical Devices Direc-
tive 93/42/EEC (as amended), the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) does not have 
a direct role in approving, licensing or certifying medical devices that are placed on the market 
in Ireland.  The HPRA has a post market role where they monitor the medical devices on the 
market.  As Minister for Health, I have no role in the approval, licensing and certification pro-
cess for medical devices.

To place a medical device such as a vaginal mesh implant on the Irish or EU market, the 
manufacturer must be authorised to do so following an assessment conducted by a notified body 
for medical devices.  There are currently just over fifty such notified bodies based in Europe 
(one in Ireland – NSAI) and the manufacturer can choose any designated notified body to which 
it can apply for assessment and the award of a CE mark.  Following its assessment and once 
satisfied that the device meets the relevant requirements, the notified body will issue a certifi-
cate for the medical device.  This entitles the manufacturer to affix a CE mark to the device and 
thereafter market the product throughout Europe.  The HPRA has advised that, to their knowl-
edge, the NSAI has not certified a transvaginal mesh device at any time. 

No regulatory action has been taken to date by Competent Authorities in any European 
country in respect of these devices.  The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) ad-
vises that they are not aware of scientific evidence which concludes these devices are unsafe 
when used in line with their intended use.  The HPRA continues to liaise closely with European 
Competent Authorities, the European Commission and with International regulatory agencies 
in relation to the international evidence relating to these devices. 

As Minister for Health, I want to ensure that both the current use of mesh implants in 
urogynaecological procedures in Ireland, and the on-going clinical management of women who 
have had these procedures in the past, are in line with international best practice and emerging 
evidence. 

At my request, the Chief Medical Officer is preparing a report on the many clinical and 
technical issues involved, including the issues raised by the Deputy.   

This work involves engagement with national and international bodies, the professional col-
leges and others.  This work is underway and will take a number of months to complete. 

The Department strongly advises that any woman who experiences or suspects that she 
has experienced a complication associated with TVMI surgery should discuss this with her GP 
or with the hospital from which she received the implant.  The Department also advises that 
women considering surgery involving TVMIs should thoroughly discuss with their doctors the 
indications, alternatives (surgical and non-surgical), benefits and risks involved in their per-
sonal circumstances.

31/01/2018WRS02200Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

31/01/2018WRS02300239. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if additional services will be 
provided at a hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4910/18]

31/01/2018WRS02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Smaller Hospitals Framework defines 
the role of smaller hospitals and outlines the need for smaller hospitals and larger hospitals to 
operate as Hospital Groups.  The Framework identifies the activities that can be performed in 
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smaller hospitals in a safe and sustainable manner.  These include extended day surgery, se-
lected acute medicine, a local injuries service, a large range of diagnostic services, specialist 
rehabilitation medicine and palliative care.  In developing our smaller hospitals, as set out in the 
Smaller Hospitals Framework, the first and over-riding concern is the safety of patients. 

Significant progress has been made in the establishment and development of Hospital 
Groups over the last few years.  Our hospitals are now working together and supporting each 
other in Groups.  This new way of working provides a stronger role for smaller hospitals, like 
Monaghan Hospital, in delivering less complex care.  It also ensures that patients who require 
true emergency or complex planned care are managed safely in larger hospitals. 

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly.

31/01/2018WRT0010031/01/2018WRT00200Hospitals Funding

31/01/2018WRT00300240. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if additional resources will be 
provided in order to ensure maximum utilisation of capacity at a hospital (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [4911/18]

31/01/2018WRT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Budget 2018 allocated a total of €55 million 
for the national treatment purchase fund, NTPF, which more than doubles the 2017 allocation 
of €20 million. 

This funding will enable the provision of treatment for patients on the inpatient/daycase 
waiting list across a range of specialties and procedures and will focus on long-waiting patients 
and overall waiting list numbers.  The NTPF will work with both public and private hospitals 
in order to provide access for patients to treatment.

The HSE and NTPF are currently preparing a waiting list action plan for 2018, with a spe-
cific focus on reducing the number of patients waiting the longest for inpatient and daycase 
procedures.  I expect to publish this plan at the end of February.

The HSE has advised me that work is currently on-going in the Ireland East Hospital Group 
to finalise the 2018 budget allocation for Cappagh Orthopaedic Hospital.  It is expected that 
Cappagh Hospital will be funded for a similar level of activity in 2018, as 2017. 

The NTPF has advised me that at the end of last year they funded the treatment of 83 
patients in Cappagh Hospital.  In addition, to date in January this year a further 17 hip/knee 
replacements funded by the NTPF have been completed in Cappagh.   The HSE advise that 
Cappagh Hospital will also be undertaking an additional 200 orthopaedic procedures (joint 
replacements) this year on behalf of the NTPF.  These procedures will be targeted at those who 
are waiting over 15 months for surgery. 

The NTPF are continuing to engage with Cappagh Orthopaedic Hospital to identify poten-
tial further waiting list initiatives, which could be undertaken in the context of the additional 
funding allocated to the NTPF this year and the waiting list action plans for 2018.

31/01/2018WRT00500Health Service Capacity Review

31/01/2018WRT00600241. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year cost of in-
creasing health service capacity as detailed on page nine of the executive summary of the health 
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service capacity review; and the costs for both scenarios provided, in tabular form. [4912/18]

31/01/2018WRT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The terms of reference and the scope of the 
capacity review did not include the costing of additional capacity.  The analysis has established 
two extremes that define the indicative range and scale of potential capacity needs up to 2031 
and the level of reforms involved.  The key findings and recommendations of the report recog-
nise this and outline further work required, including:

-assessing the optimum reform strategy that takes account of workforce, the whole life cost 
of services, eligibility arrangements and their impact on implementing reforms, the feasibility 
of delivering infrastructure, and impact on operational services in the timeframe. It would also 
need to take account of the wider implications arising from major reconfigurations of services 
across hospitals;

- consideration of the Capacity Review in the context of the forthcoming National Develop-
ment Plan; and

- an important next step noted in the report is to consider how additional capacity should be 
planned and delivered at a regional level based on population need.

As the Deputy will appreciate, costing is an important and complex process in its own right.  
For example, it is important to state that there is no one cost for a hospital bed.  The cost is 
dependent on the nature of the bed, such as inpatient, daycase, critical care, the specialty and 
where the bed will be delivered, for example, an existing hospital, an extension, or a new devel-
opment.  Therefore, the steps I mentioned will be examined in the context of both the forthcom-
ing National Development Plan and the Sláintecare Implementation Plan.

As a final point, I would just reiterate what I have stated previously, that adding additional 
capacity cannot be the only answer.  In tandem with this, we need fundamental reform of our 
health system - with significant development of the primary and community care system. Sláin-
tecare provides the blueprint for this.

Question No. 242 answered with Question No. 223.

31/01/2018WRT00900Ambulance Service Data

31/01/2018WRT01000243. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance at-
tendances at each emergency department nationwide in December 2017, in tabular form; the 
number of such ambulances that waited longer than 20 minutes to hand over patients, retrieve 
their trolleys and return to responding to calls; and the number that waited longer than 40, 60, 
90, 120 and more than 180 minutes for same respectively. [4914/18]

31/01/2018WRT01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

31/01/2018WRT01200Commencement of Legislation

31/01/2018WRT01300244. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the com-
mencement of Parts 2 and 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015. [4936/18]

31/01/2018WRT01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials in my Department are undertaking 
the work necessary to facilitate the commencement of parts 2 and 3 of the Children and Family 
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Relationships Act 2015.  We are working to resolve a small number of technical issues in order 
to ensure that the processes associated with Parts 2 & 3 of the Act can be commenced.  I hope 
to be in a position to lay the regulations before the Houses of the Oireachtas as early as possible 
in 2018.

31/01/2018WRT01500Citizenship Status

31/01/2018WRT01600245. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the citizenship status of 
a person (details supplied) under the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015. [4937/18]

31/01/2018WRT01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The provisions of Parts 2 and 3 of the Chil-
dren and Family Relationships Act 2015, which fall within the remit of my Department, relate 
to children born within the State.  As the scenario which the Deputy describes relates explicitly 
to a child born outside of the State, the provisions of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 
2004 will apply.  

31/01/2018WRT01800Health Services Provision

31/01/2018WRT01900246. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase ac-
cess to the weight management programme and bariatric surgery during 2018; the number of 
persons that accessed the programme in each of the years 2015 to 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4938/18]

31/01/2018WRT02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Waiting times are often unacceptably 
long and I am conscious of the burden that this places on patients and their families.

Budget 2018 allocated a total of €55 million for the National Treatment Purchase Fund, 
NTPF, and more than doubles the 2017 allocation of €20 million.  The HSE and the NTPF are 
currently preparing 2018 waiting list action plans for 2018, with a specific focus on reducing 
the number of patients waiting the longest for inpatient and daycase procedures. 

In addition, Budget 2018 also announced funding under the winter measures in 2017, which 
facilitated the roll out of further waiting list initiatives.  In this context, the HSE has targeted 
key areas and specialties where there are patients in need of complex high-cost care.  This in-
cludes additional funding to support the purchase of equipment and consumables for bariatric 
surgery in St Vincent’s University Hospital which will provide the basis for provision of ad-
ditional activity in 2018. 

I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly in respect of the particular issues raised.

31/01/2018WRT02100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

31/01/2018WRT02200247. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if a medical appliance (details 
supplied) will be restored as an item covered by the medical card as was the position previ-
ously; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4955/18]

31/01/2018WRT02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medicines play a vital role in improving 
the health of Irish patients.  Securing access to existing and new and innovative medicines is a 
key objective of the  health service.  However, the challenge is to do this in an affordable and 
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sustainable manner.  The medicines bill for the community drugs schemes – primarily the GMS, 
long-term illness and drugs payment schemes and the high tech arrangement – was approxi-
mately €1.8 billion in 2017. 

To ensure patients receive the highest quality care, resources invested in medicines must be 
used efficiently and effectively.  This requires an integrated approach to secure best value for 
money for all treatments, greater efficiencies in the supply chain and the use of the most cost-
effective treatments.

Lidocaine 5% medicated plaster is licensed for the symptomatic relief of neuropathic pain 
associated with previous herpes zoster (shingles) infection, known as post-herpetic neuralgia 
(PHN), in adults.  It has been reimbursed in the community drugs schemes since 2010.  The 
projected budget impact on introduction was low due to the specific licensed indication but total 
expenditure has increased significantly, from €9.4 million in 2012 to over €30 million in 2016, 
mainly from off-license use for pain not associated with shingles. 

An HSE Medicines Management Programme, MMP, review of this product highlighted that 
the clinical evidence for its use in PHN is limited due to lack of comparative data, and its value 
is uncertain for all other types of pain.  The National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics estimated 
that, in Ireland, only 5-10% of prescribing of this product has been for the licensed indication 
of PHN. 

Following the MMP review, the HSE introduced a new reimbursement system for the prod-
uct from 1 September 2017.  This process supports its appropriate use, ensuring that PHN 
patients continue to receive this treatment.  The HSE estimates that this protocol will reduce 
annual expenditure on this product by approximately 90%.

Under the protocol, all patients who were receiving antivirals for shingles were automati-
cally approved for the lidocaine medicated plaster for three months.  No action was required by 
GPs and the patient’s pharmacy was notified of his or her approval status.

These patients were identified and automatically registered on the HSE-PCRS system for 
three months and continued to receive the treatment from their pharmacy until 30 November 
2017.  However, since 1 December 2017, non-shingles patients no longer receive this item un-
der the community drugs schemes.  The HSE has produced information leaflets for patients and 
advised GPs on treatment alternatives. 

In exceptional circumstances, the product may be approved for supply through the commu-
nity schemes for unlicensed indications.  GPs apply for reimbursement for unlicensed indica-
tions through the online system.  The MMP reviews applications before a decision is made and 
communicated to the GP.   

Full details of the review are available on the HSE website at

http://www.hse.ie/eng/about/Who/cspd/ncps/medicines-management/lidocaine-plaster/  

This decision is a matter for the HSE.  However, I fully support the objectives of the HSE 
medicines management programme.

31/01/2018WRT02400Irish Land Commission

31/01/2018WRT02500248. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if it is 
policy to support the existence of cow parks (details supplied); and his plans to protect the last 
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remaining cow parks in the future. [4668/18]

31/01/2018WRT02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
provisions of the Irish Land Commission (Dissolution) Act, 1992, the disposal of the remain-
ing lands, including trust lands (including cow parks), is an essential element in concluding the 
orderly wind up of the former Irish Land Commission.

31/01/2018WRU00200Animal Welfare

31/01/2018WRU00300249. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
person or body that has the authority to exterminate stray cats; the sanctions that exist if an 
unauthorised person or company attempts to exterminate cats; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4695/18]

31/01/2018WRU00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The practice 
of trap/neuter and release (TNR) is a well recognised way of dealing with feral cat problems.  
It is also noteworthy that certain animal rescues take in feral kittens, from operators following 
their removal, for re-homing where domestication is feasible.  It is understood that operators 
dealing with the removal of feral cats generally seek to capture and use humane injection where 
such a course of action is deemed necessary, taking account of the particular circumstances and 
the age and condition of the animals. 

This approach accords with the principles set out in section 12 of the Animal Health and 
Welfare Act 2013 which sets out the principles which seek to protect all animals from cruelty 
- requiring the avoidance of any unnecessary suffering and the minimisation of suffering.  Sum-
mary offences under this section of the Act are liable to fines of up to €5,000 and/or imprison-
ment of up to six months.

31/01/2018WRU00500GLAS Payments

31/01/2018WRU00600250. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) will receive a GLAS payment, an organics payment for 2017 
and a balancing BPS payment for 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4698/18]

31/01/2018WRU00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion in respect of the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 9 
April 2016.  This application was processed and payment issued on 17 October and 1 December 
2016.  Subsequently, following an Organics Inspection an over claim was identified which will 
result in an overpayment for 2016.  The Department has been in direct contact with the person 
named and has clarified the position.

The 2016 OFS balancing payment for the person named will be processed for payment this 
week.

In relation to GLAS, the above named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract com-
mencement date of 1 October  2015.  The applicant has received all payments in respect of 
scheme years 2015 and 2016.

Administrative checks involving a number of sections within the Department take place on 
all GLAS claims.  All cases must clear these checks before payment can issue.  Department of-
ficials are working proactively to complete the checks required and once this case clears valida-
tions the 2017 advance payment will be made.
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31/01/2018WRU00800Basic Payment Scheme Payments

31/01/2018WRU00900251. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment of the basic farm payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork. [4769/18]

31/01/2018WRU01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2016 Transfer of Entitlements application to my Department seeking the 
transfer of entitlements by sale.  My Department has been unable to process this transfer as 
there is outstanding documentation required from a third party which needs to be submitted 
before the transfer can be processed.  This information has been requested on a number of oc-
casions and to date has not been submitted. 

Following receipt of the required information my Department will process the Transfer of 
Entitlements application for the person named.

31/01/2018WRU01100Farm Retirement Scheme

31/01/2018WRU01200252. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on reopening the early retirement scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4774/18]

31/01/2018WRU01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Early 
Retirement Scheme was suspended in 2008.  It was reopened briefly in September 2009, with 
limited additional funding, to accommodate farmers who had applications completed or close 
to completion at the time of suspension.  I can confirm that as there is no funding available for a 
new Early Retirement Scheme at this time, I have no plans to re-open this scheme or introduce 
another similar scheme.  

In recent years the priority of my Department has shifted to the encouragement of gen-
erational change for farmers.  There are a number of supports specifically available for young 
farmers under my Department schemes in order to incentivise this generational renewal.  For 
example, under the 2014 - 2020 Rural Development Programme there is for an enhanced capital 
investment scheme for young trained farmers. 

This new Scheme provides grant aid at a rate of 60% of the cost of the investment, compared 
to the standard grant rate of 40%, and I believe it is an important support and encouragement to 
young farmers starting in agriculture for the first time.

31/01/2018WRU01400Agriculture Scheme Appeals

31/01/2018WRU01500253. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of appeals and reviews waiting to be processed by the appeals section of his Depart-
ment; the year the appeal or review was lodged; the scheme it relates to; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4775/18]

31/01/2018WRU01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Appeals when 
received are processed through a number of stages including requesting the Department state-
ment and file for the appeal submitted, organising an oral hearing where one was requested, re-
quiring, where necessary, additional information from an appellant or the Department, analys-
ing and finalising the appeal decision and, in certain cases, obtaining legal advice.  There may 
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be cases where appeals have been received but the appeal has not progressed due to legal pro-
ceedings or the non availability of the appellant. 

The statistics requested for the number of appeals received by the Agriculture Appeals Of-
fice by scheme by year show the number of appeals that were received that are currently being 
processed that have not been closed/decided at this time.  The statistics for the years 2013 to 
2017 are included in the following table. 

In regard to the number of reviews, the information is not readily available within the given 
timeframe for the years 2013 to 2017.  A reply will issue directly to the Deputy with the details 
of the number of reviews not finalised for those years.

Number of Appeals by year received and by scheme currently being processed not yet 
closed/ decided

Scheme ID 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Afforestation Grant and Premium 
Scheme

4

Agri-Environment Options Scheme 3 9
Areas of Natural Constraint 7
Basic Payment Scheme 3 10
Basic Payment Scheme/ANC Inspection 2
Beef Data Genomics Programme 1 24
BPS - Admin - Nitrates 6
BPS - National Reserve 3
BPS - Review of Entitlements 2015 1
BPS - Scottish Derrogation Scheme - 
2015

2

BPS/ANC  - Cross Compliance 23
GLAS 1 24
Non-Valuation Aspects of Reactor 
Scheme

3

Organic Farming Scheme 1
Rural Environment Protection Scheme 
(REPS)

2 2

SFPS - Cross-compliance 3 5
SFPS - Other 1
SFPS - Over declaration of land/setaside 1 1 2 1
SFPS - Transfer of Entitlements 4
Sheep Welfare Scheme 3
TAMS II - Animal Welfare, Safety & 
Nutrient

1

TAMS II - Dairy Equipment Scheme 2
TAMS II - Low-Emission Slurry Spread-
ing

1

TAMS II - Organic Capital Investment 
Scheme

1

TAMS II - Young Farmers Capital Invest-
ment Scheme

5
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Scheme ID 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Young Farmers Scheme 4
Grand Totals 0 1 1 17 147

31/01/2018WRU01700GLAS Payments

31/01/2018WRU01800254. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for delays in GLAS 2 payments (details supplied) being issued; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4778/18]

31/01/2018WRU01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): GLAS pay-
ments cannot issue until all regulatory requirements are met.  Each GLAS payment claim must 
be put through a suite of checks for each action and where any individual check fails the issues 
must be investigated and resolved before being cleared for payment.

2017 advance payments commenced on schedule in November 2017 and to date the Depart-
ment has issued advance payments to 41,676 farmers totalling €149m.  This represents over 
90% of all eligible farmers.  GLAS pay-runs are continuing on a weekly basis with further pay-
ments scheduled to issue this week as cases are cleared for payment.

In addition to the checks outlined above, in approximately 3,000 of the outstanding cases, 
applicants remain ineligible for payment until they complete the steps they must take before the 
Department can process their payment.  The general issues preventing payments taking place 
include the non-submission of nutrient management plans, commonage management plans, low 
emission slurry spreading forms, rare breeds forms and 2017 BPS application issues that remain 
to be resolved.

31/01/2018WRU02000Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

31/01/2018WRU02100255. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has spoken to his French counterpart regarding CAP policy recently. [4326/18]

31/01/2018WRU02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Discussions 
on the future of CAP post-2020 have been afoot since the middle of 2016 at many forums.  
Since then, CAP post 2020 has been discussed at many Agri Fish Councils during both the 
Maltese, Estonian and now the Bulgarian Presidencies. 

In July 2017, I held a bilateral meeting with Minister Travert in Paris where the future of 
CAP was discussed.

I also spoke at the Conference on the future of CAP organised by my French counterpart 
on 19 December 2017.  Commissioner Hogan along with Ministers of Agriculture from Spain, 
Poland and the Netherlands also spoke.  This was an opportune time to discuss the European 
Commission’s CAP Communication which was published on 29 November 2017.

My Department is continuing to engage with officials in other Member States, including 
France, in relation to this matter.

I look forward to working with the institutions of the European Union and with  Ministerial 
colleagues from other Member States, including France, to deliver the best possible Common 
Agricultural Policy for the citizens of the European Union into the future.
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31/01/2018WRU02300Basic Payment Scheme Appeals

31/01/2018WRU02400256. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4845/18]

31/01/2018WRU02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This PQ re-
lates to illegal burning which was determined by my Department to have taken place during the 
period 1st March to 31st August 2017.

My Department actively investigates incidents of illegal burning using satellite imagery.  
Where land has been burned between the period of 1 March and 31 August of any given year it 
is not eligible for payment under the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS). 

The person named submitted an application under the 2017 BPS on 24 April 2017.  In order 
to qualify for payment under the BPS an applicant must have an eligible hectare of land in re-
spect of each entitlement held.  

As part of the process of determining land eligibility, parcels declared by the person named 
on his 2017 BPS application have been identified as having been burned outside of the permit-
ted timeframes.  Accordingly, such lands are not eligible for the purpose of a BPS payment and 
this has created an over claim on the named person’s BPS application.  The over claimed land 
has been excluded from the his BPS application and he was paid on 14 December 2017 in re-
spect of the remaining eligible hectares. 

The person named was notified by my Department on 4 December 2017 about the burned 
land parcels and has submitted an appeal.  This appeal will be examined with a view to an early 
decision.  Should additional information be required, my Department will contact the person 
named directly.

31/01/2018WRU02600Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRU02700257. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
names of advisers he has appointed to his office since becoming Minister; the responsibilities 
of each; the previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans to make further 
additional appointments. [4860/18]

31/01/2018WRU02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the Ap-
pointment of Special Adviser (Minister for Agriculture, Food & the Marine) Orders, 2016 and 
2018 the following special advisers have been appointed since I became Minister: Ms. Áine 
Kilroy (re-appointment), Mr. Jonathan Hoare (re-appointment) and Mr. Ultan Waldron. 

Two advisers, Mr. Hoare and Mr. Waldron, are currently serving, in line with Section 11 of 
the Public Service Management Act, 1997.

Mr. Hoare is the Political Adviser, while Mr. Waldron is the Policy Adviser.  

Additional information relating to the appointment of advisers is provided to the Oireachtas 
upon their appointment.

The current salary scale for Ministerial Advisers is: Special Adviser (Principal Officer) 
€79,401.00 - €91,624.00.
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31/01/2018WRV00200Flood Relief Schemes Payments

31/01/2018WRV00300258. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal under the In-
ishowen flood damage relief measure 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4877/18]

31/01/2018WRV00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An appli-
cation to receive financial aid under the Flood Damage Relief Measure was received in the 
Department on 29th September 2017.  The processing of this application is on-going and is 
expected to be finalised shortly.

31/01/2018WRV00500North-South Interconnector

31/01/2018WRV00600259. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the North-South interconnector is to proceed, if EirGrid will have permission 
to enter farmers’ lands against their will to erect the pylons; if so, the basis on which it has the 
right to do same; if the cost of dealing with the likely civil disobedience that will be generated 
from this action has been factored in; and if so, the estimated cost of same. [4679/18]

31/01/2018WRV00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): On 21 December 2016 An Bord Pleanála granted planning permission for the 
North-South Interconnector project in Ireland. The decision concluded a lengthy planning pro-
cess which included an Oral Hearing completed over eleven weeks from March to May of 2016. 
On 23 January 2018, full planning permission was also granted for the section of the line that 
lies in Northern Ireland.  Following these decisions, and the conclusion of a number of judicial 
review proceedings relating to the decision in Ireland, EirGrid will continue to move to the next 
planned phased in the project. This is an operational matter for EirGrid and ESB Networks and 
I therefore have no function. 

Following the decision of An Bord Pleanála to approve the interconnector, I met with the 
local opposition groups and members of the Oireachtas in Leinster House on 8 February 2017 
to listen to concerns they had.  

Following this, motions calling for an updated independent study were passed by Dáil Éire-
ann and Seanad Éireann respectively. I have commissioned two independent studies designed 
to address the main points of the motions as well as key concerns expressed by parties opposed 
to the development of an overhead line.

The first is to examine the technical feasibility and cost of undergrounding the project. In 
the development of the terms of reference for this study, my officials met with the local opposi-
tion groups to get their views on the focus of the study. The study began in August 2017 and its 
results are expected this quarter. 

The second study is focused on the compensation provided to land and property owners in 
proximity to high-voltage transmission lines in a European context. The results of this study are 
also expected this quarter. Both reports will be published and available to all parties concerned.

31/01/2018WRV00800Energy Efficiency

31/01/2018WRV00900260. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment the energy savings achieved in each calendar year by each of the 11 individual 
obligated parties (details supplied) since the commencement of the energy efficiency obligation 
scheme in 2014; the methods used to achieve these energy savings, by year for each of the 11 
individual obligated parties; his views on the operation of the scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4847/18]

31/01/2018WRV01000261. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the engagement he has had with each of the obligated parties (details supplied) 
under the energy efficiency obligation scheme; the proposals each of the obligated parties have 
to reduce the State’s dependence on fossil fuel usage, including proposals for the electrification 
of heat and transport; if he has satisfied himself regarding the progress under Ireland’s transi-
tion to a low carbon energy future 2015 to 2030; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4848/18]

31/01/2018WRV01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (DeputyDenis Naugh-
ten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 260 and 261 together.  

The Energy Efficiency Obligation Scheme (EEOS) is implemented in Ireland under Article 
7 of the Energy Efficiency Directive (which was transposed by Statutory Instruments (SI’s) 131 
of 2014 and 634 of 2016). The Directive imposes a legal obligation on Member States to 
achieve new savings each year, from 1 January 2014 to 31 December 2020, equivalent to 1.5% 
of the annual energy sales to final customers of all energy distributors and all retail energy sales 
companies.  The EEOS places obligations on energy suppliers and distributors, who sell more 
than 600 gigawatt hours (GWh) of energy per year, to deliver savings from energy efficiency 
measures.   Obligated Parties are required to deliver their savings across all sectors, with 75% 
to come from the non-residential sector, 25% from the residential sector. Of the 25% residential 
target , 5% of savings must come from energy poor dwellings.  In 2018 the combined obligated 
target for all Parties is 700 GWh of energy savings.

Supported by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), which administers the 
scheme, there are a number of ways in which my Department engages with the Obligated Par-
ties. I issue each obligated party with an Energy Efficiency Notice that details their annual tar-
gets and sectorial breakdown, and penalties for non-compliance. SEAI provides reports to the  
Obligated Parties and the Department on progress to target.  Senior representatives of the Obli-
gated Parties meet with my officials and the SEAI at quarterly EEOS Governance Group meet-
ings, which are chaired by a senior official of the Department and cover the operation and gov-
ernance of the scheme. Obligated parties meet regularly on an informal basis with the SEAI to 
discuss their progress on the scheme, and with my Department as part of regular stakeholder 
engagement with the energy sector. Where changes are proposed to the scheme, Obligated Par-
ties are invited to workshops by SEAI and are also invited to submit written proposals. 

As regards the methods Obligated Parties use to achieve to achieve energy savings, in the 
non-residential sector, these include, upgrades to lighting, ventilation and air conditioning, heat-
ing systems, motors, drives and pumps etc.  In the residential sector, most of the measures are 
fabric upgrades (insulation) or heating and control upgrades. Since the scheme commenced in 
2014, obligated parties have delivered a large number of electric-based heating projects,  which 
include the installation of Combined Heat and Power (CHP) plants towards non-residential tar-
gets and the installation of heat pump systems towards residential targets. There have also been 
a number of transport projects focusing primarily on eco-driving, fleet and energy management.  
This year, some Obligated Parties are proposing to carry out a number of projects to promote 
the uptake of electric vehicles and the installation of charging infrastructure, particularly in the 
commercial sector. 
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The objective of the Scheme is to incentivise a competitive market to deliver energy sav-
ings. While Obligated Parties do report the measures they carry out to the SEAI and to my De-
partment  for monitoring and reporting purposes, the measures they choose to carry out to meet 
their targets are a commercial decision for them.  

Energy efficiency is the first step in reducing our dependence on fossil fuel. The less energy 
we use, and the more flexibly we use it, the easier it is to integrate low carbon generation, 
transport and heating technologies. By the end of 2020, the scheme is required to deliver 
4,375 GWh of savings.  As of the end of 2017 the obligated parties have delivered just over 
2,600 GWh in savings under the scheme. This demonstrates the crucial importance of the 
scheme for Ireland’s progress to its 2020 energy efficiency target - a crucial milestone in our 
path to a low carbon energy future. 

31/01/2018WRV01300Energy Policy

31/01/2018WRV01400262. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the funding he will make available towards the implementation of Ireland’s transi-
tion to a low-carbon energy future 2015 to 2030 (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4849/18]

31/01/2018WRV01500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Energy White Paper 2015 sets out a vision and framework to guide Irish en-
ergy policy and the actions that Government intends to take in the energy sector from now up to 
2030, aimed at transforming Ireland’s fossil-fuel based energy sector into a clean, low carbon 
system by 2050.  As we move to a decarbonised energy system, support for renewable energy 
is vital from both an economic and environmental perspective. In that regard, the Government 
has introduced a range of policy measures and schemes to incentivise the use of renewable 
energy and deliver energy efficiency. While funding of the energy transition will be primarily 
through commercial and household investment and charges on energy use, it is being strongly 
supported by Government initiatives as well as EU funding.     Ireland’s first statutory National 
Mitigation Plan, which I published in July 2016, provides a framework to guide investment 
decisions by Government in domestic measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  Deci-
sions on the funding of particular measures will be a matter for Government consideration in 
the context of expenditure planning in the Estimates and Budgetary processes, and in the forth-
coming National Development Plan. Individual investment or expenditure decisions will also, 
in the normal course, be subject to appropriate appraisal in line with the Government’s Public 
Spending Code.

Budget 2018 marked a step change in efforts to achieve Ireland’s energy efficiency targets 
and renewable energy objectives. Funding this year will increase by 43% over 2017 levels, 
moving from a base at the formation of this government of €84 million in 2016 to €154 million 
in 2018, supporting energy efficiency programmes as well as schemes to incentivise renewable 
heat, electric vehicles and increase energy research.

31/01/2018WRV01600Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRV01700263. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the names of advisers he has appointed to his office since becoming Minister; the 
responsibilities of each; the previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans 
to make further additional appointments. [4863/18]
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31/01/2018WRV01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Special Advisors are appointed by Government under the terms and conditions 
set out in the ‘Instructions to Personnel Officers - Ministerial Appointments for the 32nd Dáil’ 
which includes the Guidelines for Staffing of Ministerial Offices. I  appointed two advisors to 
my Department, Ms Suzie Coogan and Mr Ross Elwood on my appointment as Minister.    

Ms Coogan was appointed as press and media advisor and was previously employed as 
a journalist, government advisor and communications director for an international NGO. Ms 
Coogan’s annual salary is currently at the rate of €95,441.

Mr. Elwood is employed as special advisor with responsibility for policy and was previ-
ously employed in the Oireachtas and the European Parliament. His current salary is at the rate 
of  €88,471 per annum.

No advisors have been appointed by Minister of State Kyne to my Department.

31/01/2018WRV01900Electric Vehicles

31/01/2018WRV02000264. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the management and maintenance of the electric vehicle charging 
network. [4915/18]

31/01/2018WRV02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The ESB, through its eCars programme, has rolled out both publicly accessible charging 
infrastructure and domestic charge points for electric vehicles (EVs).  There are approximately 
900 EV charge points in Ireland of which circa 70 are rapid chargers.  The maintenance and 
management of these charge points is an operational matter for the ESB.  The Commission for 
Regulation of Utilities, following a public consultation process, published its independent regu-
latory decision in relation to electric vehicle charging infrastructure in October 2017, providing 
clarity regarding the ownership, operation, maintenance and investment required in the public 
EV charging network.

A key outcome of the decision is that the charging network should not form part of the 
regulated asset base and expansions of the network should not be funded from network charges.  
This is in keeping with the proposals set out by the European Commission in the Clean Energy 
for All Europeans package which was published in 2016.  While the regulatory decision envis-
ages the sale of the infrastructure by ESB Networks in the long-term, the continued ownership 
of the charging network by ESB Networks for a transitional period of up to ten years is provided 
for in order to safeguard those who rely on public electric vehicle charging infrastructure and 
result in as little impact to the network as possible in the short to medium term.  

In terms of developing public charging infrastructure for electric vehicles in the future, the 
decision sets out the need for charging infrastructure to operate on a commercial basis.   Cur-
rently, recharging electric vehicles at public charge points is free and unlimited.  This provision 
of free fuel for electric vehicles, funded by electricity consumers, is not sustainable in the lon-
ger term particularly as the number of EVs increases.  At the same time, it is important that if 
payments for use of public charge points are introduced in the future, they are at a level which 
does not disincentivise the uptake of electric vehicles.  

I secured additional funding in Budget 2018 to support the provision of public charging.  
The Low Emissions Vehicle Taskforce, which is co-chaired by my Department and the De-
partment of Transport, Tourism and Sport, is considering a range of options for effective and 
efficient EV charging. The key objectives are supporting the operation of the existing charging 
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network and facilitating the expansion of the network, with a particular focus on increasing the 
number of fast chargers.  The Taskforce held a stakeholder workshop in November 2017 to ex-
plore issues related to the future requirements for the public charging infrastructure. This work-
shop included representatives of EV owners, the motor industry, local authorities and other key 
stakeholders. Invaluable feedback was provided which will assist the taskforce in devising a 
sustainable policy framework for effective and efficient electric vehicle charging.

31/01/2018WRV02200Renewable Energy Incentives

31/01/2018WRV02300265. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to introduce a renewable electricity support scheme for homeowners, 
farmers and small business owners and a scheme for larger renewable companies; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4933/18]

31/01/2018WRV02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department is developing a new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 
(RESS) which is being designed to assist Ireland in meeting its renewable energy contribu-
tion to EU-wide targets out to 2030. The design of the new scheme has included an extensive 
independent economic appraisal. This appraisal compared the cost of supporting a range of 
commercial renewable technologies, at various scales including micro-generation, to ensure 
that the new scheme delivers value for money for energy users whilst also delivering on the 
energy pillars of sustainability and security of supply. A public consultation on the new Scheme, 
which closed in November 2017, resulted in over 1,250 responses which are being analysed 
currently.  A cornerstone of the new scheme will be the provision of pathways for increased 
community ownership and participation in and benefit from renewable electricity projects in 
line with the 2015 Energy White Paper commitments. Communities and citizens are effectively 
being designed into the fabric of the new scheme and a comprehensive assessment of polices 
and support measures to underpin this ambition has been undertaken.  

One of the highest ranking community measures proposes a separate ‘community-led’ cat-
egory for projects that are initiated or majority owned by individuals or groups within the local 
community. I will also ensure that structures are put in place to support citizens and community 
groups, who may wish to develop their own project or participate in a developer-led project, 
overcome legal, financial and technical barriers to renewable electricity generation.

Micro generation was also appraised as part of the RESS economic assessment. The analy-
sis identified a number of challenges that may need to be addressed before a support scheme for 
micro generation can be developed. Notwithstanding this, I am committed to further exploring 
opportunities for supporting micro generation, as I believe that micro-generation could have 
an important role in Ireland’s transition to a low carbon economy, in assisting Ireland meet its 
renewable electricity targets, and increasing social acceptance of renewable energy projects 
right across the country. 

In October 2017 my Department and SEAI hosted a workshop on micro generation which 
discussed a number of these challenges with relevant stakeholders. On foot of this workshop, 
I have asked the SEAI to conduct a short study to assess the likely demand for and impact of 
micro generation among the public.  It is my intention to launch a grant aided pilot scheme this 
summer for solar PV micro generation initially targeted at self-consumption and for domestic 
properties. My Department will work with the micro generation sector and the SEAI to better 
understand how to validate and further develop these policies in a fair and cost effective man-
ner. 
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Following on from the RESS public consultation and review, a final design proposal will 
be brought to Government for approval in the coming months, including the overall costs and 
technologies to be supported. Subsequent to a Government decision, a formal application for 
State Aid clearance from the European Commission will commence.

31/01/2018WRV02500Road Safety

31/01/2018WRV02600266. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it is 
necessary for a motorist to wear a seat belt while driving when that motorist has a letter from 
their general practitioner stating that they are unable to wear a seat belt due to their medical 
condition. [4675/18]

31/01/2018WRV02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): There is an exemp-
tion from the requirement to wear a seat belt where a person holds a certificate from a medical 
practitioner stating that they cannot wear a seat belt for medical reasons.

Information in respect of such an exemption can be found on the Road Safety Authority’s 
website.

31/01/201831/01/2018WRW00150Coast Guard Services

31/01/2018WRW00300267. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the Irish Coast Guard under the 2006 framework for a major emergency event, that is, wheth-
er it is a principal emergency service; and if so, the principal agency it falls under. [4716/18]

31/01/2018WRW00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Irish Coast Guard 
is designated as a principal emergency service under the Framework for Emergency Manage-
ment and is part of the Irish Maritime Administration of the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport. It does not fall under any of the three Principal Response Agencies which are An 
Garda Síochána, the Health Service Executive and the Local Authorities.

31/01/2018WRW00500Coast Guard Services

31/01/2018WRW00600268. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the statu-
tory role of the Irish Coast Guard. [4717/18]

31/01/2018WRW00700269. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the Irish 
body or agency that has statutory responsibility for search and rescue operations in waters 
within Ireland’s jurisdiction. [4718/18]

31/01/2018WRW00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 268 and 269 together.

The remit of the Irish Coastguard is derived from various sources, statutory and non-statu-
tory, as described hereunder.

The National Framework for Major Emergency Management, which was adopted by Gov-
ernment decision in 2006, assigns the IRCG responsibility for co-ordinating the response to 
marine incidents outside port limits, except in case of Search and rescue, when all marine areas 
including ports are under its remit. 
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The Irish Marine Emergency Service (IMES) was established by Government Decision 
S. 21910 of 2nd August 1990 as a Division of the Department of the Marine.  The name was 
changed to the Irish Coast Guard (IRCG) in 2000 and the division was subsequently transferred 
to the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport in 2006.

The IRCG have a number of functions, which include Search and Rescue (SAR) and Mari-
time Pollution Prevention and Response. SAR functions are provided for in International Con-
ventions promulgated by both the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) and the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), Ireland is a contracting State to both organisations.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I am empowered, through National and EU 
Legislation, to appoint authorised officers to carry out certain functions. In relation to Maritime 
Pollution, there is a suite of legislation, The Sea Pollution Acts 1991-2006 under which I have 
appointed officers of the IRCG as authorised officers to enable them to carry out their duties.

Further powers are provided for in The Merchant Shipping (Salvage and Wreck) Act 1993 
whereby officers are authorised for the purposes of saving shipwrecked persons, a vessel in 
distress or the cargo or apparel of the vessel.

Additionally, European Communities (Vessel Traffic Monitoring and Information System) 
Regulations 2010, give the IRCG powers to act in relation to Places of Refuge incidents and the 
monitoring of hazardous ships.  

Finally, Annexe 12 (Standards & Recommended Practices Search & Rescue) (Designation 
Of Authorities) Order, 1995, designated the Minister for Transport, Energy and Communications 
as the authority responsible for execution of powers under Annex 12 to the Chicago Conven-
tion, other than in relation to Aviation Rescue Co-ordination Centres and Rescue Co-ordination 
Sub-Centres, which are the responsibility of the Irish Aviation Authority. This search and rescue 
function, where it relates to aviation accidents at sea, is carried out on my behalf by the IRCG.

31/01/2018WRW01000Road Network

31/01/2018WRW01100270. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the budget 
for local and regional roads in each of the years from 2007 to 2018 by county. [4722/18]

31/01/2018WRW01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Details of the region-
al and local road grant payments to local authorities are outlined in the regional and local road 
grant payment booklets which are available in the Dáil Library.  Details of the 2018 regional 
and local road grant allocations are also available in the Dáil library.

31/01/2018WRW01300Public Transport Provision

31/01/2018WRW01400271. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
consideration that has been given to ensuring a Dublin Bus route (details supplied) will not be 
adversely affected when the new Luas trams are rolled out as part of the Luas Cross City and 
Green Line extension; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4670/18]

31/01/2018WRW01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.
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31/01/2018WRW01600Swimming Pool Programme

31/01/2018WRW01700272. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there are 
plans to introduce a public swimming pool in Carrickmacross, County Monaghan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4683/18]

31/01/2018WRW01800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme (LASPP) provides grant aid 
to local authorities towards the capital costs of new swimming pools or the refurbishment of 
existing pools.  

In January of 2016, my Department contacted local authorities and sought expressions of in-
terest in a limited round of swimming pool allocations. There were three expressions of interest 
received for new pools, two of which were valid and both in Dublin. No request was received 
from Monaghan County Council for a new swimming pool. 

There are four swimming pool projects in the current LASPP and the priority in 2018 will 
be on progressing these projects.

In relation to the future funding of swimming pools, the upcoming National Sports Policy, 
which I expect will be considered by Government during the first Quarter of 2018, with a view 
to its publication shortly thereafter, will include a specific focus on how Government should 
fund sports facilities, including swimming pools, in the years ahead.

31/01/2018WRW01900Public Transport Provision

31/01/2018WRW02000273. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
potential for increasing public transport options to reduce commute times in County Leitrim has 
been investigated in view of the fact it has been proven that the commute time is higher than the 
regional average; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4739/18]

31/01/2018WRW02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

31/01/2018WRW02200Tourism Promotion

31/01/2018WRW02300274. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
request Fáilte Ireland to include the Waterford Greenway among the greenways featured on the 
Wild Atlantic Way website. [4782/18]

31/01/2018WRW02400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism 
policy development.  It is not directly involved in the development or management of individu-
al tourism projects, such as the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Ancient East, or the marketing 
and promotion of those experience brands.  These are operational matters for the Board and 
Management of Fáilte Ireland.

I am referring the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply to the Deputy.  Please 
contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.
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31/01/2018WRW02500Tourism Data

31/01/2018WRW02600275. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of hits the Wild Atlantic Way website and the Ireland’s Ancient East website have received re-
spectively since they were launched. [4783/18]

31/01/2018WRW02700276. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if statistics 
have been compiled to show the impact on visitor numbers the Ireland’s Ancient East marketing 
initiative has had since its launch. [4784/18]

31/01/2018WRW02800277. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if statistics 
have been compiled to show the impact on visitor numbers the Wild Atlantic Way marketing 
initiative has had since its launch. [4785/18]

31/01/2018WRW02900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 275 to 277, inclusive, together.

My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism policy.  It is 
not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism projects, such 
as the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Ancient East and the marketing and promotion thereof.  
These are operational matters for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working 
days.

31/01/2018WRX00400Tourism Funding

31/01/2018WRX00500278. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
invested in the Ireland’s Ancient East initiative to date in terms of overall online and offline 
marketing and promotion, relevant road signage and funding for specific projects in the coun-
ties under its remit. [4786/18]

31/01/2018WRX00600279. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
invested in the Wild Atlantic Way initiative to date in terms of overall online and offline market-
ing and promotion, relevant road signage and funding for specific projects in the counties under 
its remit. [4787/18]

31/01/2018WRX00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 278 and 279 together.

My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism policy.  It is 
not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism projects, includ-
ing the funding, marketing and promotion of the Experience Brands Wild Atlantic Way and 
Ireland’s Ancient East.  These are operational matters for the tourism agencies, Fáilte Ireland 
and Tourism Ireland.

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland 
for direct reply to the Deputy.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply 
within ten working days.

31/01/2018WRX00900Greenways Funding
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31/01/2018WRX01000280. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of Exchequer funding that has been allocated to the development of greenway walking and 
cycling projects over the past ten years, by project. [4788/18]

31/01/2018WRX01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy’s ques-
tion covers a large range of projects funded by my Department under several different funding 
streams during the past 10 years. To answer the question as comprehensively as possible there 
are three tables attached.

  Table 1 covers the projects funded under the National Cycle Network Funding Programmes 
2012-2013 and 2014-2016 and the Government Stimulus Programme 2014.

  Table 2 covers the period 2009 to 2011 and 2013 under several funding streams for a wide 
range and variety of projects.

In addition to specific greenway funding under the National Cycle Network programme, 
allocations were made under the Smarter Travel Areas and Active Travel Towns programmes, 
since 2009 which made allowance for investment in various cycling infrastructure. The range 
of funded projects involved the delivery of a variety of measures in an integrated manner across 
a number of modes and incorporated items such as cycle lanes, greenways, bike parking, foot-
paths, traffic calming measures, shared streets and other sustainable transport interventions. In 
the context of these diverse programmes and the funded projects, it is not possible to isolate 
specific greenway expenditure. The figures shown at Table 3 are overall programme alloca-
tions. 

Finally, the Sustainable Transport Management Grants Programme and Regional Cities Pro-
gramme both involve investment benefitting cyclists, including greenways, under the auspices 
of the National Transport Authority. Accordingly, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to 
the Authority for direct reply in relation to greenway funding under those programmes. If the 
Deputy does not receive a response within ten working days please contact my private office.

While the Department provides funding to Fáilte Ireland for capital investment in tourism 
product through its various grant schemes (which might includes Greenway projects), it does 
not have a role in the administration of Fáilte Ireland’s tourism capital programmes. 

Accordingly, I have also referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply to 
the Deputy in relation to any Greenways projects which it has funded over the past ten years.  
Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

Table 1 Greenway/Cycling projects funded 2012-1017

National Cycle Network Funding Programme 2012-2013 - Projects funded
2012 Carlow/

Kilkenny
 44.5km cycleway linking Carlow to 
Paulstown to Kilkenny.

463,000

Clare 4km cycleway linking Ennistymon to 
Lahinch

400,000

Donegal 195.5km cycle route between Donegal 
Town and Newtowncunningham

497,000

Fingal 3km cycle link from Ashtown to 
Blanchardstown

600,000

Kerry 1.2km extension to existing cycle/pedes-
trian route from  Killarney to Fossa 

143,000
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National Cycle Network Funding Programme 2012-2013 - Projects funded
Limerick 3km extension to the Great Southern 

Trail (GST) from Abbeyfeale Town to 
Rathoran.

290,00

Louth 6.3km greenway from Omeath and Car-
lingford

678,000

Mayo 8.8km  greenway from Castlebar to Tur-
lough Park

725,000

Meath 3km cycle/walkway from Drogheda 
Ramparts to the Oldbridge Estate en-
trance.

500,000

Monaghan 4.5km cycle route through Monaghan 
Town 

471,000

North Tip-
perary

2.8km extension to the existing N52 
walkway/cycleway 

335,000

Offaly 16.8km of dedicated cycle lanes along 
the R420 from Tullamore to Moate 

400,000

Roscom-
mon

20km of dedicated cycle lanes along 
the former N6 between Athlone and 
Ballinasloe (funding withdrawn due to 
inability to deliver project)

470,000

Waterford 
City

3.2km cycleway between Tramore and 
Waterford City

289,000

Waterford 
Co

6.4km cycleway between the City Outer 
Ring Road to Tramore 

310,000

Westmeath 11.3km upgrading of canal tow path 
from Boardstown Bridge to county 
Boundary

451,000

*Outside of 
the NCN Pro-
gramme Kerry 
Co Council re-
ceived funding 
of €200,000 in 
2012, approved 
in 2010, to com-
plete the Tralee/
Spa/Fenit 1.8km 
cycleway.
National Cycle 
Network Fund-
ing Programme 
2014-2016 - 
Projects funded
2014 Kerry Phases 2 & 3 of  the Glenbeigh to Reen-

ard Trail from Glenbeigh to Cahirciveen 
(26km)

3,458,281

Galway Galway to Moycullen Greenway 
(12.4km)

2,000,000
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National Cycle Network Funding Programme 2012-2013 - Projects funded
Waterford Clonea to Durrow Greenway (7.2km) 

(completed)
897,739

Reallocation of 
NCN Funding 
from current 
programme -  
2016
2016 Kildare Spin Bridge to Chambers Bridge (sec-

tion of Galway to Dublin Greenway)
562,881

Meath Croboy to Moyvalley and Blackwater 
Aquaduct to Cloncurry (section of Gal-
way to Dublin Greenway)*

1,971,000

Longford Abbeyshrule to Longford Bridge, Bal-
lymahon (15.2km) (extension to Mullin-
gar to Abbeyshrule Greenway)

513,000

Westmeath Garrycastle to White Gates (2.2km) 
(extension to the Mullingar to Athlone 
Greenway)

496,187

*€458,512 
drawdown in 
2016 - amount 
not drawn down 
included in 
2017 allocation.
Reallocation of 
NCN Funding 
from current 
programme - 
2017
2017 Kildare Royal Canal (section of Galway to Dub-

lin Greenway)
3,855,413

Meath Royal Canal (section of Galway to Dub-
lin Greenway)

2,463,014

Westmeath Garrycastle to White Gates (2.2km) 
(extension to the Mullingar to Athlone 
Greenway)

80,000

Waterford Waterford Greenway 1,600,000
Stimulus Fund-
ing 2014  - Proj-
ects funded
2014 Clare Phase 1 of the West Clare greenway 

from Ennis to Ballymacquiggan (5km)
400,000

Kerry Phase 1 of the Glenbeigh to Reenard 
Trail from Cahirciveen to Reenard Point 
(Fertha Greenway) (5.7km)

450,000

Kerry Tralee Fenit Trail - Phase 1 Rock Street 
to Casement Station (.42km)

345,000



31 January 2018

107

National Cycle Network Funding Programme 2012-2013 - Projects funded
Kildare Arthur’s Way Greenway - Leixlip to 

Oughterard via Celbridge/Castletown 
(25km)

311,000

Limerick Patrickswell to Limerick City cycleway 
(4.14km) #

420,000

Mayo Monasteries of the Moy (14km) - part 
funding of overall project

250,000

Roscom-
mon

Boyle to Lough Key Forest Park (24km) 
- part funding of overall project

400,000

Tipperary Clonmel to Carrick-on-Suir Greenway 
(20km)

1,900,000

Waterford Kilmeaden to Bilberry Greenway 
(20km) 

1,100,000

Westmeath Athlone to Mullingar Greenway 
(40km)#

4,000,000

Westmeath Coolnahay to the County Boundary 
(14.4)#

700,000

#additional 
funding award-
ed to Kildare 
(104k); Lim-
erick (155k); 
and Westmeath 
(3.2m.)
2013 Seed finance 

Project Name Location County Grant Amount (€)
Cycle Route Inpection 
Programme

Various Various 40,000

NCN Seed Finance 
Scheme

Ennis to Lahinch 
Cycleway

Clare 50,000

NCN Seed Finance 
Scheme

Cork to Kinsale Cork 30,000

NCN Seed Finance 
Scheme

Ballinascarthy to 
Courtmacsherry

Cork 30,000

NCN Seed Finance 
Scheme

Clifden to Ough-
terard

Galway 25,000

NCN Seed Finance 
Scheme

Glenbeigh to Renard, 
Cahirciveen

Kerry 50,000

NCN Seed Finance 
Scheme

Dromahair, Man-
hamilton and Lough 
MacNean

Leitrim 30,000

NCN Seed Finance 
Scheme

Ballina and Killala Mayo 40,000

NCN Seed Finance 
Scheme

Boyle to Boyle Roscommon 15,000
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Project Name Location County Grant Amount (€)
NCN Seed Finance 
Scheme

Colloney to Ball-
intogher

Sligo 50,000

NCN Seed Finance 
Scheme

South Dublin (River 
Dodder)

Dublin 25,000

NCN Seed Finance 
Scheme

Clonmel to Carrick-
on-Suir

South Tipperary 45,000

NCN Seed Finance 
Scheme

Lough Owel to 
Royal Canal

Westmeath 30,000

TABLE 3

Programme 2009 (€) 2010 (€) 2011 (€) 2012 (€) 2013 (€) 2014 (€) 2015 (€) 2016 (€) 2017 (€) 

Smarter 
Travel  Areas 
(Limerick, 
Westport and 
Dungarvan)

7,001,000 8,383,000 7,008,000 4,260,000 5,695,000 6,566,000 15,859,000 3,991,000 1,108,000

Active Travel 
Towns

3,055,000 2,641,000 399,000 1,769,000 3,704,000 214,000

31/01/2018WRX01200Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRX01300281. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the names 
of advisers he has appointed to his office since becoming Minister; the responsibilities of each; 
the previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans to make further additional 
appointments. [4876/18]

31/01/2018WRX01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I appointed Aisling 
Dunne and Carol Hunt as my Special Advisers on becoming Minister and reappointed them 
following the Cabinet reshuffle in June 2017. Their role is to advise me in relation to political 
and Departmental issues.

Prior to being appointed as my Special Advisers, Ms. Dunne was my Parliamentary As-
sistant in the Oireachtas and Ms. Hunt was a journalist and columnist. Their salary scale is 
that of Principal Officer (PPC) which is in line with the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform’s guidelines on the staffing of Ministers’ Offices. The number of Special Advisers ap-
pointed by me is also in line with section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

31/01/2018WRX01500Departmental Expenditure

31/01/2018WRX01600282. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the finan-
cial codes that his Department uses to monitor expenditure. [4917/18]

31/01/2018WRX01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Public Spend-
ing Code is the set of rules and procedures that apply to ensure that these standards are upheld 
across the Irish public service. The Code brings together in one place all of the elements of the 
value-for-money framework that has been in force up to now, updated and reformed in some 
respects. The Code is maintained under the management of the Central Expenditure Evaluation 
Unit of the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform as a resource for the entire Irish public 
service. www.publicspendingcode.per.gov.ie.

Circular 13/2014 outlines public financial management principles, procedures and addi-
tional reporting requirements for the management of grant funding from public money as well 
as the reclassification of grants and grants in aid. The overall principle is transparency and 
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accountability in the management of public money, in line with economy, efficiency and effec-
tiveness.   http://circulars.gov.ie/pdf/circular/per/2014/13.pdf.

All State bodies under the aegis of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport are 
obliged to act under the Code of Practice for Governance of State Bodies 2016.  As part of that 
there are a number of financial requirements set out and outcome and output metrics for the 
State bodies involved. As well as deadlines for financial and annual reports, the State bodies are 
overseen by a Shareholder Expectation letter for commercial State bodies and a Performance 
Delivery Agreement and Oversight Agreement for non-commercial State bodies. 

All State bodies under the aegis of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport are also 
obliged to treat public funds with care, and to ensure that the best possible value-for-money is 
obtained whenever public money is being spent or invested.

31/01/2018WRX01800Pension Provisions

31/01/2018WRX01900283. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if, in the 
context of recent communications submitted to his Department regarding the situation pertain-
ing to the regular wages scheme and the 1951 superannuation scheme, he plans to put in place 
an independently chaired stakeholder forum incorporating all of the interested parties to discuss 
and propose solutions in a collective fashion with a view towards ensuring that all the members 
of both schemes can avail of their pension entitlements; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4923/18]

31/01/2018WRX02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Issues in relation to 
Córas Iompair Éireann (CIÉ) pension schemes are primarily a matter for the trustees of the pen-
sion schemes, the CIÉ Group and their employees. 

In a Topical Issues debate in this House on 6 December 2017, I outlined the challenges 
faced in addressing the solvency of the schemes and the process underway to address the deficit 
which involves detailed discussion between CIÉ and employee representatives, facilitated by 
the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC). I said that CIÉ was on record at the WRC that 
it will not impose any change that it proposes without the agreement of the active members of 
both schemes and that it will continue to contribute to both schemes in accordance with the 
rules of the schemes. I am informed that this remains CIÉ’s position in order to bring about a 
set of proposals that could form the basis of the trustees’ submission to the Pensions Authority 
and that it continues to engage with the WRC. 

In recent days, I received a copy of the correspondence addressed to CIÉ referred to by the 
Deputy and I will reply when I have had an opportunity to consider the issues raised.

31/01/2018WRX02100Railway Stations

31/01/2018WRX02200284. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 453 of 5 December 2017, the status of the delivery of a 
footbridge between the Ashington area and Pelletstown in order to facilitate access to the new 
Broombridge Luas station for pedestrians in the wider Navan road area. [4926/18]

31/01/2018WRX02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development 
of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA).
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In light of this, I have referred your question to the NTA for an update on the status regard-
ing work on the pedestrian/cycle bridge between Broombridge and Ashtown railway stations.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

31/01/2018WRY00200Youth Services Funding

31/01/2018WRY00300285. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
the next round of the youth capital funding will be made available for youth club organisations 
to apply for; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4681/18]

31/01/2018WRY00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I was pleased 
to approve the establishment the Local Youth Club Equipment Scheme in 2017.  The primary 
focus of this scheme was to assist volunteer led clubs and groups that work with young people 
in communities throughout the country.  The scheme allowed for the purchase of equipment for 
sport, arts, adventure and other much needed items.  Some €6.35m was made available nation-
ally.

I can advise the Deputy that Budget 2018 provided €2.6m in capital youth funding to my 
Department.

Officials within my Department are working with the sixteen Education and Training Boards 
on the design and delivery of the 2018 capital scheme.  Details of the scheme and the associated 
application process will be advertised in the coming months.

31/01/2018WRY00500Trade Union Recognition

31/01/2018WRY00600286. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that the board of a company (details supplied), which indirectly 
receives a substantial amount of funding from her Department, is refusing to recognise a trade 
union the majority of its employees wish to join; her views on whether it is appropriate that 
this company should be receiving public funding in those circumstances; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [4744/18]

31/01/2018WRY00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The company 
in question is under contract with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs to conduct the 
pilot Bail Supervision Scheme following a successful public tender.  This Department has no 
role in the internal operations of the company.

31/01/2018WRY00800Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRY00900287. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the names 
of advisers she has appointed to her office since becoming Minister; the responsibilities of each; 
the previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if she plans to make further addi-
tional appointments. [4862/18]

31/01/2018WRY01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The names and 
annual salaries of my Special Advisers are set out in the following table.  These appointments 
and the remuneration applied were made in accordance with the Instructions for Ministerial 
Appointments as published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in June 2016.
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Name Salary with effect from 1 January 2018
Patricia Ryan €95,441
Jerry O’Connor €95,441
The duties assigned to Special Advisers are set out in paragraph 2 of Section 11 of the Public 

Service Management Act 1997 and are as follows:

11(2) A Special Adviser to a Minister or to a Minister of State, as the case may be, shall— 

(a) assist the Minister or the Minister of State, as the case may be, by— 

(i) providing advice, 

(ii) monitoring, facilitating and securing the achievement of Government objectives that 
relate to the Department, as requested by the Minister or the Minister of State, as the case may 
be, and 

(iii) performing such other functions as may be directed by the Minister or the Minister of 
State, as the case may be, that are not otherwise provided for in this Act and do not involve the 
exercise of any specific powers conferred on the Minister or the Minister of State, as the case 
may be, or any other office holder by or under any other Act, and 

(b) be accountable to the Minister or the Minister of State, as the case may be, in the perfor-
mance of those functions. 

Both of my Special Advisers have had significant previous public sector experience which 
makes them eminently suitable for the posts to which they have been appointed.

31/01/2018WRY01100Town and Village Renewal Scheme

31/01/2018WRY01200288. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the status of a renewal grant (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4764/18]

31/01/2018WRY01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): On 11th 
January 2018, my Department received an application for the first tranche of funding for the 
project referred to in the Deputy’s question, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the 
Town and Village Renewal Scheme.  

The project was one of 281 projects which I approved for funding under the scheme in Oc-
tober 2017, to support the rejuvenation of rural towns and villages across Ireland.  

A payment of €50,000 was processed upon receipt of the payment request and I understand 
that the payment issued on 22nd January 22nd 2018.

31/01/2018WRY01400Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRY01500289. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the names of advisers he has appointed to his office since becoming Minister; the responsibili-
ties of each; the previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans to make 
further additional appointments. [4874/18]

31/01/2018WRY01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I have ap-
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pointed two advisers, details of which are outlined below:

1. Press Adviser:

Mr Daniel Rowan was appointed as Press Adviser on 14th August 2017.  His main respon-
sibilities include the following:

- Provision and oversight of press information and liaison on my behalf (working with the 
Department’s Press Officer and Press Office staff),

- Liaison, on my behalf, with the Government Press Office (working with the Department’s 
Press Officer and Press Office staff), and with Department Officials on media aspects of policy;

- Adviser on external communications and publicity on my behalf;

- Focal point, along with Mr Ó Ceallacháin (my Policy Adviser), for political clearance and 
transmission of speaking and briefing material for all “Order of Business” purposes and circula-
tion of such material to me and to the Minister of State;

- Liaison with team of Media Advisers across Government;

- Clearance of all Ministerial speeches and news releases.

Mr Rowan has previously worked in communications roles in the charity sector, politics, 
and public sector.  Mr Rowan’s salary is at the level of the Principal Officer Standard pay scale, 
sanctioned at €81,767.

1. Special Advisor

Mr Seamus O’ Ceallachain was appointed as Special Adviser to me on 11th September 
2017. Mr Ó Ceallachain’s main responsibilities include the following:

- Assisting in the management of my programme of work;

- Liaison, on my behalf, with relevant Units in relation to the Department/Government pri-
orities and timelines for dealing with the stated policies and priorities;

- Attendance at weekly pre-Government meeting of Ministerial Special Advisers;

- Liaison with team of advisers across Government;

- Attendance at relevant Senior Official and Cabinet Committee meetings;

- Focal point, along with Mr Rowan (my Press Adviser), for political clearance and trans-
mission of speaking and briefing material for all “Order of Business” purposes and circulation 
of such material to me and to the Minister of State;

- Liaison with Secretary General’s Office in regard to the provision of observations on Gov-
ernment Memoranda.

Mr O’ Ceallacháin is seconded from his role as school Principal in Pobalscoil na Tríonóide, 
Youghal, Co. Cork.

Mr Ó Ceallacháin’s salary is at the level of the Principal Officer Standard pay scale, sanc-
tioned at €94,521.

I have no plans to appoint any further Special Advisers.
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31/01/2018WRY01700State Pension (Contributory) Applications

31/01/2018WRY01800290. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an application by a person (details supplied) for a contributory pension will be reviewed. 
[4694/18]

31/01/2018WRY01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
social insurance record of the person concerned has been updated following the payment of 
their self-employment liabilities for 2016.

A revised decision has been made awarding a maximum rate of state pension (contributory), 
with effect from 11 September 2017, the person’s 66th birthday.   

The person concerned has been notified of this decision in writing on 30 January 2018 and 
due arrears have issued.    

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRY02000Money Advice and Budgeting Service Funding

31/01/2018WRY02100291. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she will report on the recent decision by the Citizens Information Board to cease fund-
ing the MABS national management forum, NMF, with immediate effect, which goes against 
the will of Dáil Éireann which voted for the restructuring process to be halted; if she will direct 
the Citizens Information Board to suspend the defunding of MABS NMF; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [4789/18]

31/01/2018WRY02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Citizens Information Board (CIB) is a statutory body established by the Oireachtas.  In addition 
to its own statutory responsibilities in relation to information and advocacy service provision, 
it has statutory responsibility for the countrywide networks of Citizens Information Services 
(CIS) and the Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS).   

In February 2017, the Board of CIB decided to change its governance arrangements from 
ninety three individual service delivery companies to an eight region model.  The new model 
will comprise sixteen new regional companies, with one CIS and one MABS company in each 
of the eight regions. 

MABS National Management Forum (NMF) was established as a representative body for 
the 51 local MABS management companies.  A small annual funding allocation was made by 
CIB to the NMF to cover expenses (such as travel and subsistence) incurred in its day to day 
activities.   

As the 51 MABS local management boards will no longer be in place following establish-
ment of the 8 new MABS regional companies, the NMF will have no function in the revised 
structure.  Instead, CIB intends to deal directly with individual MABS companies on restruc-
turing and with the new MABS regional companies once established.  CIB wrote to NMF on 
January 18 2018 to inform them of its decision to cease direct funding.

However, any expenses (such as travel and subsistence) incurred by local MABS company 
representatives on the NMF, pending the establishment of the new regional management struc-
ture, can be claimed from their relevant local company.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRY02300Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRY02400292. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the names of advisers she has appointed to her office since becoming Minister; the re-
sponsibilities of each; the previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if she plans to 
make further additional appointments. [4867/18]

31/01/2018WRY02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Two 
Special Advisers, Ms Denise Duffy and Mr Gerry Mullins, are employed by my Department, 
both of whom work across a wide range of areas within the remit of my Department including 
Employment Law, Employment Supports and Activation, Pensions Policy and Social Protec-
tion. 

Immediately prior to her appointment, Ms Duffy was employed as Special Adviser to the 
Government Chief Whip in the Department of An Taoiseach. Mr Mullins had previously worked 
with IBEC as a Senior Corporate Affairs Executive. 

Both are paid on the Principal Officer (Standard) PPC pay scale (€84,973 - €104,507). 

I have no plans at present to make any additional appointments.

31/01/2018WRY02600Pension Provisions

31/01/2018WRY02700293. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if discussions have been initiated with the Pensions Authority with a view to seeking 
dispensation or relaxation of the conditions and restrictions imposed on pension scheme invest-
ments, which would permit the schemes to focus on investing for long-term gain rather than the 
current regulatory focus on government bond investment; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [4924/18]

31/01/2018WRY02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
the Deputy may be aware the objective of pension scheme investment policy is to ensure ad-
equate assets will be available to meet the liabilities of the scheme.  In order to do this effi-
ciently, the trustees will want to achieve as high a rate of return as possible, but only if risks are 
kept to an acceptable level.  On the other hand, the lower the target rate of return, the higher the 
contribution required will be.  The fundamental challenge of setting the investment strategy is 
balancing the need for adequate returns with the ability of the scheme to tolerate risk.

The Pensions Authority has published guidelines for setting investment strategy for pen-
sion schemes.  These guidelines are based on the Occupational Pension Schemes (Investment) 
Regulations, 2006 made under the Pensions Act 1990, as amended.  Trustees are also required 
to check the relevant clause in their trust deed to ensure that any investment which might be 
planned is permissible.

The Regulations state that scheme assets must be invested in a manner designed to ensure 
the security, quality, liquidity, and profitability of the portfolio as a whole so far as is appropri-
ate having regard to the nature and duration of the expected liabilities of the scheme.  Further-
more the assets of the scheme must be properly diversified in such a way as to avoid excessive 
reliance on any particular asset, issuer or group of undertakings and so as to avoid accumula-
tions of risk in the portfolio as a whole.
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To date, neither I nor my Department have discussed relaxing the current Occupational Pen-
sion Scheme (Investment) Regulations with the Pensions Authority.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRZ00200Invalidity Pension Appeals

31/01/2018WRZ00300294. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a decision on an application for an invalidity pension by a person (details supplied) 
will be overturned; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4941/18]

31/01/2018WRZ00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Government is committed to encouraging self-employment 
and entrepreneurship and this includes improving the level of PRSI based benefits available to 
self-employed people while ensuring the sustainability of the social insurance fund.

Self-employed contributors have been eligible for the invalidity pension from December 
2017. For the first time, this has given the self-employed access to the safety net of State income 
supports if they become permanently incapable of work as a result of an illness or disability 
without having to go through a means test. When deciding to extend access to this benefit to the 
self-employed, Government wanted to ensure that it was on a similar basis to that of those in 
employment.  This is a real advance in the level of cover available to the self-employed.

Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work 
because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contri-
bution conditions.  To qualify for IP a claimant must, inter alia, have at least 260 (5 years) paid 
PRSI contributions since entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid or credited in the 
last or second last complete contribution year before the date of their claim.  Only PRSI classes 
A, E, H or S contributions are reckonable for IP purposes.  Class S contributions are those paid 
by self-employed people.

Voluntary contributions paid by formerly self-employed people are not reckonable for IP; 
they are reckonable for State Pension Contributory, Guardian’s Contributory Payment and Wid-
ow’s, Widower’s and Surviving Civil Partner’s Contributory Pension.

A person who applied for Invalidity Pension in 2017 must have the required 260 paid PRSI 
contributions and also have 48 paid or credited class A, E, H, or S contributions in either 2015 
or 2016 to meet the contribution conditions of the scheme.  This is a legislative requirement and 
contributions outside of the reference period cannot be assessed for the purposes of establishing 
the required 48 paid or credited contributions.

The Department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on the 29 December 
2017.  He was refused IP on the grounds that the contribution conditions for the scheme are 
not satisfied.  Specifically, he does not have any qualifying contributions paid or credited in the 
reckonable years 2015 & 2016.  He was notified on the 12 January 2018 of this decision, the 
reason for it and of his right of review and appeal.

On foot of your representation a review of the decision of 12 January 2018 has been com-
pleted and it has been decided that there is no change to the original decision.  The gentleman 
concerned was notified on 29 January 2018 of the outcome of the review and of his right to ap-
peal the decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office within 21 days.

In line with the original objective of this measure, any proposed changes to the current 
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scheme conditions would have to be considered for other social insurance contributors includ-
ing employed contributors. Therefore, any changes on the lines proposed would be expected to 
have significant financial implications and any decision to improve these provisions would be a 
matter for Government to consider in the context of the Budget.

I hope this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRZ00500Invalidity Pension Applications

31/01/2018WRZ00600295. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will be made on an application for an invalidity pension by a person (de-
tails supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4942/18]

31/01/2018WRZ00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The lady referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with 
effect from the 19 October 2017.  Payment will issue to her nominated post office on the 15 
February 2018.  Any arrears due from 19 October 2017 to 14 February 2018 (less any overlap-
ping social welfare payment) will issue in due course.  The lady in question was notified of this 
decision on the 29 January 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRZ00800State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

31/01/2018WRZ00900296. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion to outline the reason a person (details supplied) has only received €214 in State contribu-
tory pension from 17 May 2017; if this can be reviewed in the context of the person’s contribu-
tion record and in particular in the context of the proposals to deal with the pension anomalies 
which have arisen particularly for persons that had a break in contributions; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [4946/18]

31/01/2018WRZ01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is in receipt of a reduced rate state pension (contributory) at 90% of the maxi-
mum rate with effect from their 66th birthday, based on an assessed yearly average of 39 contri-
butions, covering their working life from 1974 to 2016 inclusive.  According to the records of 
my Department, the person has a social insurance record of 1,688 reckonable contributions and 
credits during that period.  The person concerned is in receipt of the correct rate of contributory 
pension based on this social insurance record.  The person was notified in writing of their pen-
sion award on 31 January 2017.  Attached to that letter was a copy of their contribution record, 
as held by my Department and upon which their entitlement was calculated.  If the person con-
cerned considers they have additional unrecorded contributions or credits, it is open to them to 
forward relevant documentary evidence and my Department will review their entitlement.

In addition to the person’s Irish record, they have 522 recorded UK contributions for the 
tax years 1971/72 to 1972/73 and 1975/76 to 1983/84 inclusive.  The person’s entitlement to a 
state pension (contributory) EU pro rata has also been examined.  As the person’s entitlement 
to this pension is at a lower rate, the person concerned is financially better off on their existing 
(standard) state pension (contributory) and has been notified of this decision in writing on 21 
August 2017.

The person concerned appealed the decision and a letter of clarification about the decision 
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was issued to them on 26 September 2017.  If the person is not satisfied with the clarification 
they have received, they should contact the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

Last week the Government announced proposals that pensioners who qualified for state 
pension (contributory) since September 2012, and whose rate of entitlement was impacted by 
the 2012 rate band changes, may apply for a review to have their entitlement considered under 
a new Total Contribution Approach (TCA).  It will take some time to draft and pass the neces-
sary legislation, and then develop the systems and procedures necessary to administer the new 
pension entitlement option.  It is not necessary for any individuals to contact the Department at 
this juncture as the Department will contact them once the legislation, processes and systems 
have been developed.  Therefore, it is expected that these pensioners will start receiving invita-
tions from my Department in Q4 2018 to apply for a review under the new pension eligibility 
arrangements and to notify any periods spent caring for which HomeCaring credits may be due.  
Review applicants will be notified of the outcome of their review and the higher rate of entitle-
ment, where applicable, will be paid to them. Where an increase is awarded, it will be backdated 
to 30 March 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2018WRZ01100Departmental Staff

31/01/2018WRZ01200297. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion to outline the status of the social welfare local office (details supplied) at Castlepollard, 
County Westmeath; if a person has indicated a desire to continue in a position for at least two 
years or more; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4958/18]

31/01/2018WRZ01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department currently has 58 Social Welfare Branch Offices at various locations throughout 
the country. Each Branch Office is operated and managed, under a contract for services, by a 
Branch Manager who is required to act as an agent for the Department in the area served by the 
office. Branch Office managers operate on a contract for service and are independent contrac-
tors.

The contract for the delivery of contracted Branch Office services in Castlepollard is due to 
expire on the 9th of February 2018, and the Department is considering options for the delivery 
of services in this area.

31/01/2018WRZ01400Commercial Rates

31/01/2018WRZ01500298. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment to outline his plans to implement a more equitable rates system which takes cognisance of 
the effective turnover of rural businesses, their locations and their ability to pay in view of the 
fact that if no alterations are made to the review system a significant amount of these businesses 
will close (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4947/18]

31/01/2018WRZ01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy John Paul Phelan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to 
levy rates on any property used for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered 
in the valuation lists prepared by the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valua-
tion Acts 2001 to 2015. The Commissioner of Valuation is independent in the performance of 
his functions under the Acts and the making of valuations for rating is his sole responsibility. 
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The Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government has no function in decisions made 
in this regard. The levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.

The Commissioner for Valuation has responsibility for valuation matters, including the re-
valuation of properties. The Valuation Acts provide for the revaluation of all rateable property 
within a rating authority area so as to reflect changes in value due to economic factors such 
as business turnover, differential movements in property values or other external factors and 
changes in the local business environment. This is a welcome and positive development which 
is long overdue and on which considerable progress has been made in recent years. Having a 
modern valuation base is very important for the levying of commercial rates on a fair and equi-
table basis across all economic sectors.

The general outcome of the revaluations conducted to date by the Valuation Office has been 
that about 60% of ratepayers have had their liability for rates reduced following a revaluation 
and about 40% have had an increase, a pattern which is expected to be replicated elsewhere as 
the revaluation programme advances.

Commercial rates form an important element of the funding of all local authorities. The 
principle of local authorities levying rates based on an independent valuation is well established 
and I have no plans to change this. However, the legislative basis for the levying of rates is 
spread over a number of enactments, some dating back to the 19th century. My Department has 
developed legislative proposals to modernise and consolidate the legislation governing com-
mercial rates. In this regard, the Government last year approved the drafting of a Rates Bill. The 
General Scheme of the Bill is currently with the Attorney General’s office for drafting, with a 
view to its introduction as soon as possible.

31/01/2018WRZ01700Approved Housing Bodies

31/01/2018WRZ01800299. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment to outline the steps he will take in view of EUROSTAT CSO changes to the Government 
balance sheet status of approved housing bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4832/18]

31/01/2018WRZ01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
December 2017, the Central Statistics Office (CSO) made a decision on their review of the clas-
sification of Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) for Government accounting purposes.  They 
found that 14 of the 16 largest AHBs should be re-classified as falling within the public sector, 
under the broad local government classification.

While a final decision has yet to be taken by Eurostat regarding this matter, detailed analysis 
of the potential impacts on the Government debt and expenditure is underway. My Depart-
ment is examining the implications of this decision by the CSO in detail, in close collaboration 
with my colleague, Minister Donohoe’s Departments.

To inform these considerations, the CSO is currently engaged in collecting the required data 
to compile the end-March 2018 Excessive Deficit Procedure (EDP) notification tables that cov-
er  general government deficit and debt. At the same time, the Department of Finance is also 
preparing the Stability Programme Update 2018. This will take full account of the figures pub-
lished by the CSO as part of the government finance statistics release.

The on-going work aims to identify what measures can be taken to manage or mitigate the 
potential impacts on the capacity of the AHB sector in the supply and management of social 
housing. I intend to bring proposals to Government with a view to exploring the options avail-
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able to us that will ensure that the commitment to the AHB sector’s role in contributing to de-
livery of social housing under Rebuilding Ireland is met.

31/01/2018WRZ02000Housing Agency Portfolio

31/01/2018WRZ02100300. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will address a matter relating to a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4692/18]

31/01/2018WRZ02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The folio of lands referred to by the Deputy is in the ownership of the Housing Agency. The 
lands were purchased by the National Building Agency around 10 years ago and in the course 
of winding up the National Building Agency, this asset transferred to the Housing Agency. Any 
disposal of land now in the ownership of the Housing Agency is subject to normal due diligence 
procedures.

I understand that the Housing Agency is open to, and available for, discussions with the 
school board of management and the Department of Education and Skills in relation to the site 
concerned.  However, the Agency has indicated that, to date, no representations in this regard 
have been made to them by either such party. If such a representation is made, the Agency will 
deal with it without delay.

31/01/2018WRZ02300Pyrite Remediation Programme

31/01/2018WRZ02400301. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment to set out the number of homes that have been remediated under the pyrite remediation 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4699/18]

31/01/2018WRZ02500302. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment to outline his plans for homes that are affected by pyrite but which have been left out 
of the current remediation scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4700/18]

31/01/2018WRZ02600303. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment to outline his plans to extend and expand the pyrite remediation scheme for homes 
that failed to reach the high thresholds set down under the previous Government; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4701/18]

31/01/2018WRZ02700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 301 to 303, inclu-
sive, together.

The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework for the establishment of 
the Pyrite Resolution Board and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme to be imple-
mented by the Board with support from the Housing Agency.  The pyrite remediation scheme 
is a scheme of “last resort” and is limited in its application and scope.  The full conditions for 
eligibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on the Board’s website, 
www.pyriteboard.ie.

In accordance with the provisions of the Act, the Board is independent in the performance of 
its functions, and as Minister, I have no role in the operational matters (including sampling and 
testing) pertaining to the implementation of the scheme.  The Board may be contacted by phone 
at Lo call 1890 252842 or by email to info@pyriteboard.ie or alternatively at oireachtasinfo@
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pyriteboard.ie.

The scheme is applicable to dwellings, which are subject to significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave, established in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor 
hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  In this regard, it is a condi-
tion of eligibility under the scheme that an application to the Board must be accompanied by a 
Building Condition Assessment with a Damage Condition Rating of 2.  Dwellings which do not 
have a Damage Condition Rating of 2 are not eligible to apply under the scheme.  This ensures 
that, having regard to the available resources, the focus of the scheme is on dwellings which are 
most severely damaged by pyritic heave.  I have no proposals to amend this eligibility criterion.

The Report of the Pyrite Panel (June 2012) recommended a categorisation system as a 
means of prioritising pyrite remediation works in recognition of the expensive and intrusive 
nature of pyrite remediation and the unpredictability of pyritic heave. The independent Pyrite 
Panel was clear in its view that only dwellings with significant damage due to pyritic heave 
should be remediated and that it would be unreasonable to expect dwellings not exhibiting such 
damage to be remediated.

Dwellings which have no significant damage but have reactive pyrite in the hardcore mate-
rial should be monitored and only remediated if they display significant damage due to pyritic 
heave.  This remains the position with regard to dwellings which do not display significant 
pyritic damage.

On foot of this recommendation of the Pyrite Panel, the National Standards Authority of 
Ireland (NSAI) published I.S. 398-1:2013 Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material Part 1: 
Testing and categorisation protocol in 2013. The standard provides the means by which dwell-
ings that may be affected by pyrite can be tested and categorised.

In late 2015, the NSAI commenced a review of I.S. 398-1:2013 in the light of practical 
experience since the standard was first introduced in January 2013.  The standard was updated 
and revised to reflect the on-site experiences and evidence gathered by technical experts, such 
as engineers, geologists, professionals providing sampling and testing services and other tech-
nical experts, who have been using the standard over the past four years and was published on 
4 August 2017.

I welcome the revised standard published by the NSAI and in this context I signed the Py-
rite Resolution (Standard for Testing) Regulations 2017 (S.I. No. 556 of 2017) on 6 December 
2017. These Regulations provide that pursuant to section 14(9)(a) of the Pyrite Resolution Act 
2013, the “standard for testing” for the purpose of the Act shall be Irish Standard 398-1:2017 
Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material —Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol, as 
published by the National Standards Authority of Ireland on 4 August 2017.

My Department is in regular contact with the Pyrite Resolution Board and the Housing 
Agency with regard to the implementation of the scheme. Any amendments, which the Board 
consider are required to the scheme as a result of the revised standard will be given full consid-
eration should they be submitted to me in accordance with the requirements of the Act.

The latest figures available indicate that a total of 1,963 applications have been received un-
der the pyrite remediation scheme.   Of the 1,963 applications received so far, 1,523 dwellings 
have been included in the pyrite remediation scheme and the applicants notified accordingly.

A further 110 applications have been validated and referred to the Housing Agency for the 
Assessment and Verification Process, while another 218 applications are at the initial Applica-
tion and Validation Process. 112 applications under the scheme were not successful.
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Of the 1,523 dwellings that have been included in the pyrite remediation scheme: 343 are at 
remedial works planning stage; 96 are at tender decision; 139 are under remediation; and 945 
are complete.

With regard to funding, a sum of €25 million was expended on the operation of the pyrite 
remediation scheme in 2017.  This funding facilitated the remediation of some 400 additional 
dwellings.

An increased amount of €30 million was announced under Budget 2018 to fund the opera-
tion of the pyrite remediation scheme in 2018.  This allocation will facilitate the remediation 
of some 430 additional dwellings this year and is a clear signal of the continuing importance 
attached by Government to addressing the issue of significant pyritic damage in private dwell-
ings.

Ultimately, the Pyrite Remediation Board, together with the Housing Agency, will arrange 
for all eligible dwellings to be remediated to a high standard and at no additional cost to the 
affected homeowners. Remediation works will continue to be carried out at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity having regard to the existing demands of the scheme and the optimum use of 
available resources.

31/01/2018WRAA00100Question No. 303 answered with Question No. 301.

31/01/2018WRAA00300Emergency Planning

31/01/2018WRAA00400304. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 656 of 23 January 2018, the legislation that under-
pins each of the principal response agencies and principal emergency services. [4715/18]

31/01/2018WRAA00500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Local authorities are designated as Principal Response Agencies 
under the provision of the Framework for Major Emergency Management which was approved 
by Government decision in 2006. 

Local authorities operate under the provisions of the Local Government Act 2001 and other 
local government legislation including the Local Government (Reform) Act 2014. This legisla-
tion provides, inter alia, for the establishment, titles and administrative areas of local authori-
ties and local authorities carry out their roles and functions in accordance with the provisions 
contained within the local government legislation.

Under the Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003 local authorities are designated as fire authori-
ties. Fire services are provided by local authorities in accordance with the provisions of these 
Acts. 

Responsibility for legislation related to the other designated principal response agencies, 
An Garda Síochána and the Health Service Executive, lies with the Department of Justice and 
Equality and the Department of Health, respectively. 

31/01/2018WRAA00600Ministerial Correspondence

31/01/2018WRAA00700305. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has received correspondence (details supplied) in regard to the purchase of a house 
in Bray, County Wicklow, by Wicklow County Council for the purpose of providing car parking 
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spaces; his plans to intervene under the Part 8 process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4746/18]

31/01/2018WRAA00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
have received the correspondence referred to by the Deputy.

As the Deputy is aware, I have no role in the approval process set down in section 179 of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Part 8 of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 (as amended) for proposed developments by local authorities that fall within 
the classes of development prescribed under section 179 of the Act. 

It would therefore be inappropriate for me to comment on any individual proposal being 
advanced by a local authority under those procedures, which is a matter for the individual local 
authority concerned.

31/01/2018WRAA00900Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

31/01/2018WRAA01000306. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if local authorities are obliged to inform those seeking council accommodation of 
their position on the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4749/18]

31/01/2018WRAA01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authorities are by law (Section 63(1) of the Local Government Act 2001) independent 
in the performance of their functions. This means that the provision of social housing support 
is entirely a matter for the local authority concerned in accordance with its allocation scheme. 

It is the local authority, which assesses housing applicants, taking into account factors such 
as the condition and affordability of existing accommodation, medical and compassionate 
grounds, etc. The authority then prioritises the needs of approved applicants in accordance with 
its allocation scheme. Housing authorities may prioritise certain classes of households for al-
location on the basis of severity of need as they see fit. 

Oversight and management of the lists of qualified households awaiting accommodation, 
including the allocation and transfer of tenancies, is a matter for the relevant housing authority 
in accordance with Section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associ-
ated Social Housing Assessment Regulations. While there is no obligation on local authorities 
to inform those seeking council accommodation of their position on any waiting list, I under-
stand that many local authorities do routinely provide such information, on request. In the con-
text of the 2018 Summary of Social Housing Assessment process, my Department will engage 
further with local authorities on this matter.

31/01/2018WRAA01200Rental Sector Strategy

31/01/2018WRAA01300307. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the definition of cost rental housing his Department is using; the definition of cost 
rental being used when promoting the pilot cost rental model in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 
County Council announced in the affordable homes initiative on 22 January 2018; the way in 
which cost rental as announced in this model is different from typical mixed tenure State hous-
ing projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4752/18]

31/01/2018WRAA01400308. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his definition of affordable rental housing; if this differs from cost rental housing; the 
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definitions and differences between both models, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4754/18]

31/01/2018WRAA01500309. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his definition of affordable rental housing; the affordable rental costs under proposals, 
by local authority, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4755/18]

31/01/2018WRAA01600311. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if an example of a cost rental project that fits his description of best practice in the 
provision of cost rental housing can be provided. [4759/18]

31/01/2018WRAA01700312. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if an example of an affordable rental project that fits his description of best practice in 
the provision of affordable rental housing can be provided. [4760/18]

31/01/2018WRAA01800345. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the timeframe for which an affordable rental scheme will be brought from concept to 
commencement on site; the length of time local authorities should have to wait before they can 
start building once they have a concept; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4920/18]

31/01/2018WRAA01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 307 to 309, inclusive, 311, 312 and 345 together.

I refer to the reply to Question No. 83 on today’s Order Paper, which outlines the position 
with regard to the development of an affordable rental scheme, to be based on a cost rental 
model.

In addition, the policy aim in relation to affordable rental is to enable local authorities, in 
urban areas of high demand, to facilitate long-term affordable residential accommodation for 
low- to moderate-income households. Through releasing the value of their land, the cost of pro-
viding rental units can be reduced by lowering the initial investment and development costs for 
providers.  These providers could be Approved Housing Bodies or private entities.

One of the main objectives of the Affordable Rental Scheme is to enhance the capacity of 
the rented sector to provide quality and affordable accommodation for households currently 
paying a disproportionate amount of disposable income on rent.  Cost rental has similar objec-
tives but is much broader in scope, with the model based on rents that reflect the cost of delivery 
of a home, rather than based on the prevailing market rent. Rents are set at levels to recover the 
construction costs and to facilitate the management and administration of developments, but 
with only a minimal profit margin included. This provides greater certainty around the rent, 
regardless of what is happening in the market.

The piloting of the Affordable Rental Scheme, by the Housing Agency and Dún Laoghaire 
Rathdown County Council at Enniskerry Road, provides an opportunity to prove some of the 
key concepts underpinning cost rental more broadly, constituting a vital step in the longer-term 
objective of developing a cost rental option for the wider rental sector. The cost rental sector 
can provide accommodation in mixed-tenure developments for social tenants, who receive rent 
support, and other tenants who pay the full cost rent.

I expect local authorities to be proactive in developing and bringing forward innovative con-
cepts regarding the use of their land for the delivery of both affordable homes for purchase and 
rent.  Therefore, I have asked each local authority to furnish a report to me by mid-February, 
setting out their plans for delivery, especially those in main urban centres. 

In terms of the timeline for delivery, like all publicly funded construction projects, the de-
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velopment of local authority sites for cost rental homes must comply with the Government’s 
Capital Works Management Framework and procurement rules, the objectives of which are to 
ensure greater cost certainty, better value for money and financial accountability.

31/01/2018WRAA02200Rental Sector Strategy

31/01/2018WRAA02300310. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his definition of affordable rental housing, as announced in the Cork South Docks 
project in his statement on the affordable homes initiative on 22 January 2018; if in this model, 
the property at the end of 25 years will be returned to the ownership of the State or if it will be 
owned by the private developer; his views on whether this pilot project will be a model setting 
the standard for best practice in affordable rental provision; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4758/18]

31/01/2018WRAA02400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
have approved a Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) project for the South 
Docks in Cork City for the construction of road infrastructure and parks at a total cost of €15.50 
million.  This public infrastructure will stimulate associated housing delivery of approximately 
620 housing units by 2021 and it is expected that these apartments will be primarily for the 
rental market.  

The LIHAF cost reduction element is currently structured around the provision of approxi-
mately 40 apartments for use by Cork City Council as part of an affordable rent scheme that 
they will develop, using a rent credit to provide affordable rent to persons nominated by Cork 
City Council over a 25-year period.  The homes will revert to the developer at the end of this 
period.  

This model was developed specifically for the LIHAF project at South Docks and is being 
considered as a potential pilot approach in the context of providing affordable rental solutions.  

As part of a package of initiatives announced earlier this month to help alleviate affordabil-
ity pressures faced by households, I am proposing to develop a new affordable rental scheme, 
to be based on a cost rental model. Further details on the suite of initiatives announced can be 
found at http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/min-murphys-statement-on-affordable-homes/.

The cost rental model provides that the rent paid covers the cost of building the property, 
together with on-going management and maintenance charges, but with only a minimal profit 
margin included. This provides greater certainty around the rent, regardless of what is happen-
ing in the market. A pilot cost rental project is currently being progressed by Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council, in conjunction with the Housing Agency, and an Approved Housing 
Body, using land owned by the Agency. I expect this pilot to go to the market later this year to 
secure a development partner and the best value for the State and prospective renters.

Questions Nos. 311 and 312 answered with Question No. 307.

31/01/20131/01/2018WRBB00300Water Quality

31/01/2018WRBB00400313. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if a situation in an area (details supplied) of County Kildare in which the water quality 
has changed will be investigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4770/18]

31/01/2018WRBB00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 



31 January 2018

125

With effect from 1 January 2014 Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of public 
water services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels.

Under the European Communities (Drinking Water) Regulations 2014, a copy of which is 
available in the Oireachtas library, suppliers of drinking water are required to ensure that the 
water supplied is wholesome and clean.  Water which is wholesome and clean is defined as 
water which is free from any micro-organisms and parasites and from any substances which in 
numbers or concentrations constitutes a potential danger to human health and which meets the 
quality standards specified in the Schedule to the Regulations.

Hard water and the minerals associated with hard water are not included as parameters in 
the quality standards specified in the Regulations as they do not pose a threat to human health.  
While hard water is safe to drink and meets the required drinking water standards, some house-
holds may choose to soften their supply but this is a matter of personal choice.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), as the water quality regulator, is the supervi-
sory authority for public supplies under the Regulations and local authorities are the supervi-
sory authority for relevant private supplies, including group water schemes.

In the event of non-compliance with the quality standards set out in the Regulations, the 
water supplier will investigate the cause in consultation with the EPA and, if a potential risk to 
human health exists, with the Health Service Executive, to ensure that the appropriate remedial 
action is taken.  The EPA publishes an annual report on the quality of drinking water supplies 
in Ireland which sets out details on the numbers of water restrictions and boil water notices.  
Copies of these reports are available in the Oireachtas library or from the EPA website (http://
www.epa.ie).

31/01/2018WRBB00600Oireachtas Joint Committee Reports

31/01/2018WRBB00700314. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if his attention has been drawn to a report entitled, Safe as Houses: A Report on Build-
ing Standards, Building Controls and Consumer Protection published by the Oireachtas Joint 
Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government; and if the recommendations will be 
implemented. [4771/18]

31/01/2018WRBB00800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I am fully aware of the report entitled Safe as Houses: A Report on 
Building Standards, Building Controls and Consumer Protection, published by the Joint Com-
mittee on Housing, Planning and Local Government last week.

It should be noted that in response to the many building failures that emerged in the last de-
cade, my Department has been working on a building control reform agenda, including the 
following:

- the introduction of the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2014, which require 
greater accountability in relation to compliance with Building Regulations in the form of statu-
tory certification;

- working closely with the Local Government Management Agency on the oversight and 
governance of the local authority Building Control System to improve its effectiveness; and

- progressing primary legislation, the Building Control (Construction Industry Register Ire-
land) Bill 2017, to develop and promote a culture of competence, good practice and compliance 
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with the building regulations in the construction sector.

I will, of course, consider the recommendations contained in the report with a view to iden-
tifying any additional reasonable and appropriate measures that may be taken in the interests 
of strengthening the building control reform agenda underway, as well as increasing account-
ability and compliance in the construction industry.

31/01/2018WRBB00900Local Authority Housing Data

31/01/2018WRBB01000315. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of properties acquired by each local authority under the purchase and reuse 
scheme in 2017, in tabular form; the number of these homes that have been let to social tenants; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4793/18]

31/01/2018WRBB01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department provides funding to local authorities to acquire a range of properties for social 
housing use.  The properties involved can range from those in good condition to those that need 
remediation and may have been vacant.  To ensure a local led response to such work, responsi-
bility for property acquisitions is delegated to local authorities.

To further assist local authorities pursuing vacant properties, my Department introduced 
a Buy & Renew Scheme to facilitate local authorities in acquiring and remediating vacant 
properties that may be suitable for social housing.  As with standard acquisitions, local authori-
ties have delegated responsibility to utilise the Buy and Renew Scheme, as part of the blend 
of property acquisitions, as appropriate to their area, given housing need and the availability 
of properties of different types.

During 2017, provisional information shows that funding provided by my Department to 
local authorities supported the purchase of approximately 70 such homes under the scheme, 
details of which are set out in the following table.

 Local Authority Homes
Clare County Council 1
DúnLaoghaire/Rathdown County Council 12
Fingal County Council 8
Kerry County Council 12
Limerick City & County Council 7
Meath County Council 11
Monaghan County Council 16
Offaly County Council 1
Tipperary County Council 1
I expect that over the course of 2018, further progress will be made in this area as local au-

thorities close sales on properties identified during 2017 and put in place arrangements for their 
remediation to make them suitable for social housing use.

The allocation of social housing supports to qualified households is a matter for the local 
authority concerned, in accordance with its allocation scheme made in accordance with section 
22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated Regulations.

31/01/2018WRBB01200Home Loan Scheme



31 January 2018

127

31/01/2018WRBB01300316. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to revisit the stipulation that new build or second hand home purchases cannot 
exceed 175 sq. m in size (details supplied) in relation to the new Rebuilding Ireland home loan 
in view of house values in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4796/18]

31/01/2018WRBB01400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following a review of the two existing local authority home loan schemes, the House Purchase 
Loan and the Home Choice Loan, I am introducing a new loan offering, known as the Rebuild-
ing Ireland Home Loan, with effect from tomorrow, 1 February 2018.  The new loan will en-
able credit worthy first time buyers to access sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or 
second-hand properties in a suitable price range.  The low rate of fixed interest associated with 
the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan provides first time buyers access to mortgage finance that 
they may not have otherwise been able to afford at a higher interest rate.

As with the previous local authority house purchase loan offerings, the properties that may 
be purchased with a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan must have a gross internal floor area of 175 
square metres or less which is equivalent to 1,884 square feet.  This property size limit more 
than adequately provides, in terms of property size, for the range of accommodation needs of 
first time buyers and I have no plans, at this time, to revisit this provision.

Detailed information on the new mortgage is available on the dedicated www.rebuildingire-
landhomeloan.ie website, from the information centre at 051 349720,  or directly from local 
authorities.

31/01/2018WRBB01500Fire Safety

31/01/2018WRBB01600317. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if there is a database accessible to each local fire station that includes the locations and 
notable details of the 292 multi-storied buildings throughout Ireland that utilise similar cladding 
to that which was used at Grenfell Tower in London. [4798/18]

31/01/2018WRBB01700329. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if there are pre-fire plans between stations for specific multi-storied buildings in their 
adjoining precincts. [4810/18]

31/01/2018WRBB01800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 317 and 329 together.

In the aftermath of the Grenfell Tower fire in June 2017,  fire authorities were requested to 
carry out a preliminary survey to identify buildings of more than six storeys, or more than 18m 
in height, fitted with external cladding or rain screen systems, with or without insulation, and to 
consider whether use of the power under Section 18 (6) of the Fire Services Act 1981, to require 
a fire safety assessment, is warranted in respect of identified buildings.

The work of identifying 842 buildings within the medium and high rise category has been 
undertaken by local authorities, 291 of which are identified as having certain categories of ex-
ternal cladding.  After preliminary consideration, local authorities have requested the persons 
having control of 231 of these buildings to have detailed fire safety assessments carried out.

A guidance note – Fire safety Guidance Note 01 of 2017 Assessing Existing Cladding Sys-
tems in Buildings of More than Six Storeys, or More than 18m in Height – has been circulated 
to fire authorities and placed on my Department’s website as a support for those undertaking 
assessments of cladding in medium to high rise building.
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In relation to providing information to crews in local fire stations, it is expected that infor-
mation garnered by each local authority on the medium to high rise buildings in their functional 
area will be used as part of the basis for prioritising Pre-Incident Planning in each fire station 
area.  Pre-Incident Familiarisation involves the crews in each fire station visiting the highest 
risk premises (for example, hospitals, nursing homes, institutions, industrial / Seveso plants, 
shopping complexes, etc.) in their station area, to familiarise themselves with the overall layout 
of the building(s) and the specific risks and fire safety features associated with the premises.  
A prelude to such visits usually involves the harvesting of information and preparation of site-
specific “Pre-Incident Plans”.

Pre-Incident Planning and Familiarisation work is generally managed on a fire station-by-
station basis, and selection of priority buildings for Pre-Incident Planning in each fire station 
area is best left to local judgement.  However, additional information on medium-to-high rise 
buildings has been identified as part of the surveys carried out by fire authorities following the 
devastating fire at Grenfell Tower in London.  While it is expected that many medium to high 
rise buildings would already be included in current pre-incident planning priorities of local fire 
stations, it is expected that any additional information on fire safety arising from the fire safety 
assessments will be factored into on-going Pre-Incident Planning programmes at local level.

31/01/2018WRBB01900Fire Safety

31/01/2018WRBB02000318. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the risk-based approach reports are still utilised by first responders in each local fire 
station since its introduction in 2012. [4799/18]

31/01/2018WRBB02100319. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the last time the risk-based approach report was updated. [4800/18]

31/01/2018WRBB02200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 318 and 319 together.

In February 2013, my Department’s National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Man-
agement published the policy document, “Keeping Communities Safe - A framework for Fire 
Safety in Ireland” (KCS).

KCS is the report on the outcome of a wide-ranging review of fire services in Ireland which 
was undertaken in 2011/2012, and was endorsed as national policy in early 2013. KCS is based 
on the internationally used systemic risk management approach and places emphasis on fire 
prevention and fire protection facilities in buildings, as well as on fire service response.

For the first time KCS sets national norms, standards and targets for the provision of safe 
and effective fire services in Ireland.  Further, KCS identifies priorities and sets ambitious 
targets for reductions in annual fire loss, including fire deaths and reasserts the principle of 
the nearest available fire appliance being deployed to an emergency incident, irrespective of 
administrative boundaries.

Following the publication of KCS, each fire authority was requested to undertake an initial 
Area Risk Categorisation process for its functional area, using a process set out in Chapter 7 of 
KCS, and to prepare a short report on the process and outcomes.  The Area Risk Categorisation 
process results in the area to which the first response is sent by each fire station, known as the 
‘fire station ground’, being assigned a Risk Category(s) Grading, ranging across five grades, 
from very high, high, medium, low to very low risk.
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Over the course of 2014/2015, the National Directorate’s Management Board’s External 
Validation Group (EVG) visited every local authority in the country as part of a new external 
validation process on area risk categorisation in Ireland arising from implementation of KCS.  
In April 2016, the Board published the first EVG Report titled “Local Delivery - National Con-
sistency”.  The report concluded, inter alia, that:

- Fire Services are applying and refining internationally recognised risk management ap-
proaches to reduce the fire risk and the annual toll of life and property loss caused by fire.

- Local authorities are matching the assessed fire risk in their individual fire station areas 
with services based on both full-time and retained fire service models, with a comprehensive 
support infrastructure, and applying a range of appropriate fire prevention and fire protection 
approaches.

- Local authorities have prioritised and maintained the financial and personnel resources in 
their fire services at a time when they have implemented significant reductions in all other areas.

- Local authorities have benchmarked their fire services against national standards and na-
tional norms, and a strong degree of consistency, linked to area risk categorisation, now exists 
in fire service provision; all local authorities are using, or are working towards, national norms 
as minimum standards.

A copy of this report is available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://
www.housing.gov.ie/local-government/fire-and-emergency-management/fire-services-ireland-
local-delivery-national.

A consultation exercise with staffing interests was commenced on 10 March 2016 with a 
view to identifying potential enhancements to the ARC process.  It is intended to commence a 
second round of Area Risk Categorisation and associated external validation in 2018.

31/01/2018WRBB02400Fire Service

31/01/2018WRBB02500320. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of fire appliances in service nationally. [4801/18]

31/01/2018WRBB02600321. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of fire appliances in each local fire authority; and the number of the appliances 
in operation. [4802/18]

31/01/2018WRBB02700322. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of fire appliances that are older than five, ten and 15 years, respectively. 
[4803/18]

31/01/2018WRBB02800323. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of turntable ladder and aerial ladder platform appliances that are in service 
nationally. [4804/18]

31/01/2018WRBB02900324. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of turntable ladder and aerial ladder platform appliances in each locality; and 
the number of those appliances that are in operation with an adequately trained crew. [4805/18]

31/01/2018WRBB03000325. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of turntable ladder and aerial ladder platform appliances in each local fire 
authority that are older than 5, 10 and 15 years respectively. [4806/18]
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31/01/2018WRBB03100326. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of turntable ladder and aerial ladder platform appliances in each locality that 
were purchased new or purchased second hand respectively; and if purchased second hand, the 
age of the appliances when purchased. [4807/18]

31/01/2018WRBB03200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 320 to 326, inclusive, together.

The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises and fire appliances is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire 
Services Act, 1981.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, 
providing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related mat-
ters and providing capital funding for priority infrastructural projects.

The information requested by the Deputy is not available in my Department.  It is the un-
derstanding of my Department that the front-line fleet consists of approximately 280 Class B 
fire appliances and sixty other special appliances, including aerial appliance and emergency 
tenders.  However, the Department is aware that fire authorities have further fire appliances in 
their fleets which are put to a variety of uses.  Management of the number, type and age of fire 
appliances are a matter for each of the local authorities who have responsibility for the assess-
ment of their individual fire cover needs, including the provision and management of a fleet 
adequate to their requirements.

31/01/20131/01/2018WRCC00800Fire Safety

31/01/2018WRCC00900327. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the detail of advice in regard to staying in place or evacuating in the event of a high rise 
fire. [4808/18]

31/01/2018WRCC01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The fire safety strategy and associated procedures to ensure the safety of people in buildings is 
the responsibility of the person having control over the premises.  It is for the management of 
the building to implement the design strategy for fire safety and put procedures in place, includ-
ing procedures for evacuation of the building, where necessary in the event of fire, and to ensure 
that all building occupants are aware of the arrangements in place.

In most buildings and circumstances, the safest approach and the default option is for all 
occupants of the building to evacuate in the event of fire or alarm.  Special provisions are neces-
sary for buildings, such as hospitals or nursing homes, where evacuation of patients or residents 
may not be feasible or advisable.  Buildings containing flats are intended to have a degree of fire 
resistance, and in most circumstances fires won’t spread further than one or two rooms beyond 
the room of origin.

In the case of buildings containing flats, the current fire safety guidance provides for two-
stage fire detection and alarm.  Firstly, each flat should be provided with its own internal domes-
tic detection and alarm system, which gives an initial warning only within the flat when fire or 
smoke is detected.  The strategy is that residents should evacuate, closing doors behind them, 
in the event of fire or alarm in their own flat.  Secondly, for protection of the shared areas of 
the building, a fire detection and alarm system is provided to detect fire or smoke arising in the 
shared escape routes, or a developing fire in an individual flat which may begin to threaten the 
shared escape routes.  This second system will give warning to residents throughout the build-
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ing.  Generally, where residents receive warning of a fire in the building, outside their own flat, 
they should evacuate the building. 

In the case of very large or high rise buildings containing flats, there is provision for the fire 
detection and alarm system to initially  warn the occupants in the areas of the building most 
likely to be affected by fire.  In this way, a phased evacuation can be provided for; this helps to 
minimise disruption and to avoid congestion where large numbers of people are using stairways 
at the same time.  Following the initial warning, the fire detection and alarm system can give 
warning in areas more remote from the fire. 

Residents of premises containing flats should be informed regarding the strategy and ar-
rangements in place in their particular building. 

Where fire services attend a fire in a building containing flats, the Incident Commander may 
decide to instruct an evacuation of the building, or, where it is considered that a fire is small, 
with localised effects, and can be readily brought under control, they may advise residents to 
stay in place while the fire is brought under control.

31/01/2018WRCC01100Fire Safety

31/01/2018WRCC01200328. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the process for an inspection of a residential building by a fire engineer; and the specific 
details that are inspected. [4809/18]

31/01/2018WRCC01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Damien English): Under section 18(2) of the Fire Services Acts 1981 and 
2003, responsibility for fire safety in buildings of all kinds (other than dwellings) is placed on 
the ‘person having control’ of each building, for example a Management Company in an apart-
ment complex. 

Inspections of buildings may be undertaken for many reasons and by many parties. Any 
member of the public who is concerned about fire safety in a building should contact the person 
having control of the building in the first instance and their local Fire Service if the concerns 
remain unresolved.

Local authority staff, including fire services staff, have powers of inspection, and where 
necessary enforcement, under the Building Control Act 1990 and the Fire Services Acts 1981 
and 2003 and may undertake different forms of inspection for different purposes specified in the 
legislation referred to. Typically, in carrying out inspections under the Fire Services Act some 
or all of the following aspects will be reviewed:

- The passive or inbuilt fire safety features in a building, such as the layout and escape routes 
from the building and the construction of the building; the required passive fire safety features 
relating to the use of the building and the scale and occupancy.  These features are generally set 
out in relevant guidance documents and codes of practice rather than in specific legislation or 
regulation;

- The active fire safety features, such as fire detection and alarm systems, which alert per-
sons on the premises to the danger of fire and enable them to use the means of escape;

- The management of the building, including management of fire safety, to prevent fires oc-
curring in the first place and to manage building services and fire safety to ensure that safety is 
not compromised. 
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Guidance documents and codes of practice for various sectors set out generic fire safety 
management requirements. This generally includes dealing with issues such as assignment of 
staff responsibilities, providing information on fire safety in the premises, training staff for 
those responsibilities, putting management/ oversight arrangements in place, holding evacua-
tion drills/ reviewing incidents to practice/ learn fire safety, maintaining a fire safety register in 
respect of the premises etc.

A fire authority may require a ‘person having control’ over a building, or an owner or oc-
cupier of such a building, to carry out a fire safety assessment of such building and to notify the 
fire authority of such assessment. In such instances, the ‘person having control’ over a building 
may engage professional advisors to carry out these inspections and to assist with discharging 
their statutory duties; however, ultimate responsibility for fire safety in the building remains 
with the ‘person having control’.

Question No. 329 answered with Question No. 317.

31/01/2018WRDD00200Fire Service

31/01/2018WRDD00300330. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to increase the fire service’s predetermined attendance of three fire appliances 
and one high reaching appliance. [4811/18]

31/01/2018WRDD00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Damien English): Fire services are mobilised to incidents in accordance 
with a system of “pre-determined attendances” (PDAs).  PDAs are the instructions given by a 
Chief Fire Officer (CFO) to the relevant Regional Communications Centre for the initial fire 
service response to a call for assistance. These include:

- Address PDAs - a listing of the order in which fire service response will be mobilised to 
any address;

- Incident specific PDAs (e.g. for Domestic Fires, Road Traffic Collisions etc.) setting the 
numbers and types of appliances to be mobilised to that category of incident; 

- Specific Risk Premises PDAs (such as institutional buildings, Airports, Seveso/industrial 
etc.) listing the number and sequence of appliances for initial dispatch to the specific building.  

All PDAs may be varied by the Incident Commander in light of information available re-
garding the particular circumstances.  Part of the function of the three fire service Regional 
Communications Centres is to mobilise any additional resources ordered by the Incident Com-
mander.  

A suite of national fire service PDAs  were set out in Appendix A of the national policy 
document “Keeping Communities Safe”.  This included a PDA for high-rise fires, as follows: 

Fire – High Rise Building PDA Normal crew
No persons reported in building 2 Class B Appliances 9 including an officer
Persons reported in building 3 Class B Appliances or2 

Class B + 1 Aerial Appliance
13 or11

These PDAs were derived from and are based on a ‘Task Analysis’ process associated with 
each incident type. Fire Services also use Standard Operational Guidance (SOG) to underpin 
safe and effective operations, including SOG 3.02 ‘Fire-fighting in High Rise Buildings’.   
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One of the issues that has arisen as part of the work of the Fire Safety Task Force, which 
I established on 27 June 2017 in the aftermath of Grenfell Tower fire tragedy in London to 
reappraise fire safety in Ireland, concerns the capacity of fire services to deal with evacuation/
rescues in single staircase high rise buildings.  In light of this, CFOs will be advised to review 
their current PDAs for high-rise buildings, particularly in cases of single staircase buildings.

31/01/2018WRDD00500Water Services Funding

31/01/2018WRDD00600331. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the progress on implementing the recommendations (details supplied) of the final report 
of Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic Water Services regarding 
ensuring equal funding for rural and urban dwellers; when this review will be completed; his 
plans to have a public consultation to receive stakeholder views; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [4813/18]

31/01/2018WRDD00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
late 2017, my Department conducted a review of group water schemes’ subsidies.  The review 
involved discussions with the National Federation of Group Water Schemes, the representative 
body of the group water sector.  Discussions concluded in December, when I approved revised 
subsidy levels.  The new subsidy arrangements, endorsed by a special delegate conference of 
the Federation on 13 December 2017, came into effect on 1 January 2018.  

The changes implement the recommendation contained in the report of the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic Water Services (JOCFFDWS), endorsed by 
both Houses of the Oireachtas in April 2017, that there be equity of treatment and equivalent 
financial support between households using public water services and those availing of private 
water services.  

The revised subsidy levels are as follows:

1) For the annual subsidy towards the operation and maintenance costs of group water 
schemes providing a supply of water for domestic purposes (knows as ‘Subsidy A’): 

The maximum subsidy per house in private group water schemes has increased from €140 
per household to €231.  An increased maximum subsidy of €281 per household is available for 
small schemes of less than 100 houses that are willing, in the interests of providing in the long-
term a more sustainable water supply to their members, to progress towards rationalisation or 
amalgamation with other schemes.  

The maximum subsidy per house for public group water schemes has increased from €70 
per household to €115.  These are schemes that supply their members with water that is pro-
vided by Irish Water.  

The portion of costs than can be recouped by group water schemes has also increased.  Typi-
cally up to 60% of costs have been covered by the subsidy payments.  This has increased to 
85%.  There are also changes and simplifications to how these costs are assessed.  

2) For the additional subsidy that is paid towards the costs of group water schemes that have 
long-term Operation and Maintenance Contracts (for example, as part of a Design Build Oper-
ate project) for the delivery of water (known as ‘Subsidy B)’: 

There has been an increase in the level of volumetric costs incurred by group water schemes 
operating under these contracts that is recoupable, from 60% to 85%.  This will allow for a 



Questions - Written Answers

134

greater portion of costs to be included within the subsidy payment.

In addition to the above, my Department is currently finalising proposals to increase the 
level of grant support for users of private wells, details of which I will be announcing shortly.  

Separate to the initial review of group water scheme subsidy levels and also in fulfilment of 
the JOCFFDWS recommendations, I will shortly be establishing a working group to conduct 
a wider review of investment needs and rural water services.  The review will focus on issues 
such as governance, supervision and monitoring of the sector, and capital investment require-
ments.  It is anticipated that this group would engage with relevant stakeholders and will aim to 
complete its work by mid-2018.  

Cognisance will be taken in this regard of any required measures to support the implemen-
tation of the finalised River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021, which I plan to finalise and 
publish early this year.  

31/01/2018WRDD00800Social and Affordable Housing Provision

31/01/2018WRDD00900332. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to establish a system to facilitate city families who are seeking social housing 
to relocate in rural areas in which there are vacant homes similar to Rural Resettlement Ireland 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4825/18]

31/01/2018WRDD01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development: Realising our Potential has a clear 
objective of working across Government Departments to deliver a co-ordinated group of strate-
gies to ensure the success of vibrant rural communities across Ireland.  

My Department works closely with the Department of Rural and Community Development 
on rural housing issues.  In relation to social housing, it is possible already for people to move 
between local authorities under the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme.  My Depart-
ment, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, is also currently examining addi-
tional ways to facilitate households, who are qualified for social housing, and who may wish to 
relocate to rural areas.  I expect the results of this work to be available later this year.

31/01/2018WRDD01100Social and Affordable Housing Funding

31/01/2018WRDD01200333. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and 
Local Government his plans to introduce stage payments for developers during the construc-
tion phase of newly built houses contracted under the Rebuilding Ireland housing acquisition 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4844/18]

31/01/2018WRDD01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The large majority of social housing projects initiated by local authorities are implemented 
through standard contracts for public works, following a competitive tendering process.  Con-
tractors in such cases are paid on a staged basis as the project advances.  

Local authorities may also acquire social housing either through acquisitions of second-hand 
or newly completed houses, or through turnkey developments.  In these circumstances payment 
is made on delivery, which has been the approach utilised for a number of years.  However, 
options do exist for local authorities to agree staged delivery with developers.  Where suitable, 
this can facilitate the early delivery of completed housing and earlier payments to the developer.
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31/01/2018WRDD01400Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRDD01500334. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the names of advisers he has appointed to his office since becoming Minister; the respon-
sibilities of each; the previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if he plans to make 
further additional appointments. [4871/18]

31/01/2018WRDD01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Two Special Advisers, Mr. Jack O’Donnell and Ms. Jennifer Carroll MacNeill, are employed in 
my Department, both of whom work across a wide range of areas within the remit of my Depart-
ment including Housing, Planning, Local Government, Water Services and Electoral Reform.  

Immediately prior to his appointment, Mr. O’Donnell was employed as Deputy Govern-
ment Press Secretary.  Ms. Caroll MacNeill had previously worked as a Special Adviser in the 
Departments of Children and Youth Affairs and Justice and Equality.  

Both are paid on the Principal Officer (Standard) PPC pay scale (€84,973 - €104,507).  

I have no plans at present to make any additional appointments.  

31/01/2018WRDD01700Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

31/01/2018WRDD01800335. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of local authority housing applicants on local authority lists who have been 
homed specifically by the local authorities in the past 12 months; the reduction of the numbers 
on the lists as a consequence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4902/18]

31/01/2018WRDD01900351. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the degree to which he expects local authority housing waiting lists to be reduced in the 
next 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4963/18]

31/01/2018WRDD02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 335 and 351 together.

Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local au-
thority area are provided in the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA), 
which are now being carried out on an annual basis.  The most recently published statutory 
SSHA relates to the assessment carried out in June 2017.  This exercise recorded the number of 
households on all local authority waiting lists, as at 28 June 2017.  The figures reported in the 
SSHA refer to ‘net need’ which is the number of applicants who are qualified for social housing 
support but whose need is not being met.  This figure excludes duplicate applications or those 
applicants whose need has been met but are on a transfer list.  

The results of the 2017 summary show that there were 85,799 households deemed qualified 
for, and in need of, social housing support, which is a decrease of -6.3% (-5,801) in net need 
compared to the 2016 summary.  

Full details in relation to the 2017 assessment are available on my Department’s website, at 
the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/sha_summary_2017.pdf.

It is important to note that social housing is a demand led service and for that reason it is 
difficult to predict the degree to which housing lists will decrease or increase over the next 12 
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months.  The number of units delivered by local authorities in a given time period does not 
necessarily equate to the ‘net need’ for social housing support reducing by an equivalent num-
ber.  The nature of the list is dynamic in that, as households are added to it, the needs of others 
are met and further households will leave the list for various reasons including the households 
themselves indicating that they no longer require State support.  

In terms of meeting the need of households on waiting lists across the country, Rebuilding 
Ireland set ambitious targets for social housing delivery.  Last year, an additional €500 million 
was secured during Budget 2018 negotiations, to increase the social housing delivery ambi-
tion from 47,000 to 50,000 social housing homes by end 2021.  Combined with the target to 
deliver 88,000 tenancies under the Housing Assistance Payment  and Rental Accommodation 
Schemes, this means that we will meet the needs of almost 138,000 individuals and families 
over the lifetime of the Rebuilding Ireland plan.  

Details in relation to activity during 2017 were recently published and is available at the 
link below

 http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-2017-status-report/.  

During last year, just under 26,000 households had their social housing need met, well 
ahead of the target of just over 21,000.  It should be noted that to date under Rebuilding Ire-
land, just under 45,000 households have had their social housing need met. We will continue to 
maintain a clear focus on delivery each year to 2021, ensuring that the ambitious targets set out 
in Rebuilding Ireland are fully achieved, including in 2018, when we have set a target to meet 
the social housing support needs of some 25,589 households.

31/01/2018WRDD02100Local Authority Housing Data

31/01/2018WRDD02200336. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number and location of serviced or serviceable sites available to Kildare County 
Council for the building of local authority housing in 2018; when such houses units might be 
ready for occupation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4903/18]

31/01/2018WRDD02300355. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the extent to which specific sites have been identified in each local authority area 
to facilitate an emergency house building programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4967/18]

31/01/2018WRDD02400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 336 and 355 together.  

The active management of the publicly owned housing land bank is part of a range of 
complementary actions being progressed under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing 
and Homelessness, designed to accelerate and increase housing output.  To this end, details of 
some 1,700 hectares of land in local authority and Housing Agency ownership were published 
on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map, with the potential to deliver some 42,500 homes 
nationally.  This includes circa 135 hectares in the functional area of Kildare County Council.  
These mapped sites can be viewed at the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/.  

In addition to this mapping exercise, all local authorities, including Kildare County Coun-
cil, have been requested to prepare Strategic Development and Management Plans for housing 
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lands in their ownership, with particular emphasis on prioritising those sites with the greatest 
potential to deliver housing at scale, in the short to medium term.  I want to see local authorities 
realise new social and affordable homes from their lands without delay.  Following the Housing 
Summit with local authority Chief Executives on 22 January, I have asked each Chief Executive 
to furnish a report to me by mid-February, setting out their plans for delivery.  

With regard to the social housing construction programme already underway for County 
Kildare, this can be seen in the Social Housing Construction Status Reports that my Department 
publishes quarterly.  The last such report reflects the position at end-Quarter 3 of 2017 and is 
available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/quarter-3-social-housing-construction-status-report/.  

This latest report shows projects to deliver over 340 new social homes in Kildare that are 
either on site, recently completed or undergoing design and planning, with funding approval 
in place.  More projects are being approved on an ongoing basis for delivery as part of the Re-
building Ireland targets and I have assured all local authorities that funding is in place to support 
delivery as soon as possible.  

The delivery of additional social and affordable housing will rely on the State developing 
the full potential of its residential land bank.  In the context of my Department’s role in driving 
and co-ordinating housing delivery, I am establishing a dedicated Residential Land Manage-
ment and Development Group to oversee this important work.

31/01/2018WRDD02500Housing Provision

31/01/2018WRDD02600337. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the extent to which he could expect to meet the ever-pressing housing needs through 
the development and sale of serviced private sites to suitable persons; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4904/18]

31/01/2018WRDD02700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
refer to the reply to Question No 72 on today’s Order Paper which sets out the position on this 
matter.  

31/01/2018WRDD02800Local Authority Housing Provision

31/01/2018WRDD02900338. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans for an emergency housing programme with a view to easing the housing 
shortage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4905/18]

31/01/2018WRDD03000348. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the estimated number of local authority houses to be started and or built in 2018; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [4960/18]

31/01/2018WRDD03100349. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of local authority homes planned by each local authority in respect of 
which the appropriate planning process has been concluded; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4961/18]

31/01/2018WRDD03200350. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of proposed local authority homes in respect of which contracts have been 
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entered into between the local authorities and building and engineering firms excluding AHBs; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4962/18]

31/01/2018WRDD03300354. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the extent to which each local authority has been directly involved in driving its own 
house building programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4966/18]

31/01/2018WRDD03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 338, 348 to 350, inclusive, and 354 together.  

The Government has made housing a top priority and, through the Rebuilding Ireland Ac-
tion Plan, has a framework in place to deliver an increase and acceleration in the supply of high 
quality housing, including social and affordable homes particularly in the major urban areas 
where demand is greatest.  

In order to directly influence and generate supply of new homes, Rebuilding Ireland con-
tains a suite of actions that will increase housing construction and refurbishment.  Under Pillar 
2 of the Action Plan, 50,000 new social homes will be delivered by 2021, supported by €6 bil-
lion in Exchequer funding.  Of these, 33,500 homes will be provided through direct construc-
tion and refurbishment.  Significant progress has been made in increasing the build programmes 
of local authorities and approved housing bodies and there are over 12,000 new homes in the 
social housing construction pipeline, which is being added to on a weekly basis.  

With the funding made available in Budget 2018, the aim is to meet the housing needs of 
almost 25,500 households during 2018.  Central to this delivery will be the construction of 
3,800 new homes by local authorities and approved housing bodies, through direct build, turn-
key developments, rapid delivery and regeneration programmes.  This construction programme 
underpinned by a multifaceted Action Plan is, I believe, the correct way to make a fast and 
sustainable response to the housing crises.  

The Social Housing Construction Status Reports, which I now publish quarterly, provide 
information on the construction programme underway for each local authority area.  The last 
published report, which sets out the position at the end of September 2017, shows that there 
were over 3,600 new social homes on site and under construction and a further 2,000 new 
homes with approval to appoint contractors and move onto the construction phase.  That report 
is available on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/rebuilding-ireland/minister-murphy-announces-addi-
tional-eu100m-housing-and-homelessness-2017.  

It will be these schemes that will form the bulk of the housing starts and delivery of the 
3,800 homes targeted through new builds in 2018.  The precise timing for the advancement of 
each of these projects, including completion dates and tenanting, is a matter in the first instance 
for the relevant local authorities and approved housing bodies.  However, my Department is 
working closely with the local authorities on delivery, including through a new Delivery Of-
fice and through quarterly meetings to address challenges and delays that can and do arise with 
individual projects.  

Through these contacts, my Department working with the local authorities and approved 
housing bodies, is ensuring that the necessary quantum of projects is in place to meet our 2018 
construction delivery targets.  Further project approvals are being added to the construction 
programme as they are developed and these will also form part of the delivery for 2018 and 
beyond.  

My Department does not hold comprehensive information on the planning process in the 
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case of all social housing construction projects as this is a matter for the local authority.  In the 
interests of expediting projects, it is common for the planning process and my Department’s 
approval process to operate in parallel rather than in sequence.  The information on social hous-
ing projects at the various stages of advancement that is published in the quarterly reports in-
cludes those that are at ‘Stage 2’ or ‘pre-planning’. Projects beyond that stage will have secured 
planning approval.  

Projects that are at Stage 4 and beyond have been approved by my Department to appoint 
contractors and I look forward to seeing the homes involved completed and families receiving 
keys as soon as possible.

31/01/2018WREE00200Emergency Accommodation Data

31/01/2018WREE00300339. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of families, adults and children in emergency accommodation; the extent 
to which housing their needs can be met in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4906/18]

31/01/2018WREE00400340. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number families, adults and children in emergency housing in County Kildare; the 
extent to which their housing needs can be met in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4907/18]

31/01/2018WREE00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 339 and 340 together.

Official homeless reports are published on my Department’s website on a monthly basis and 
can be accessed using the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data. 

These reports are based on data provided by housing authorities and produced through the 
Pathway Accommodation and Support System (PASS).  These reports capture details of indi-
viduals utilising State-funded emergency accommodation arrangements that are overseen by 
housing authorities.  A county breakdown of homeless adults is included in these reports, details 
of families and children are provided on a regional basis.

The solution to homelessness is increased delivery of social housing supports.  During 2017, 
the long-term needs of almost 26,000 households were met through social housing supports 
and a similar target is in place for 2018.  With regard to social housing targets at the individual 
authority level, I have asked each Chief Executive to furnish a report to me by mid-February 
confirming and setting out how targets will be delivered over the coming years.  It is my inten-
tion that the targets will be published as soon as possible thereafter.  Progress made by each 
authority, in terms of delivery against these targets, will be published on an ongoing basis, pro-
viding greater accountability and driving delivery.

31/01/2018WREE00700Housing Assistance Payment Administration

31/01/2018WREE00800341. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the agency that is notified when a landlord refuses to take a HAP payment; the way in 
which this data is collected; if local authorities are gathering such data; if it is provided to the 
Residential Tenancies Board; the process by which it is provided; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [4908/18]

31/01/2018WREE00900347. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the steps being taken to reduce the administrative time in processing new HAP pay-
ments (details supplied); if an emergency process is being considered for persons at risk of 
homelessness; if research into the reasons landlords refuse HAP has been carried out, including 
the payment delays; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4945/18]

31/01/2018WREE01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 341 and 347 together.

A landlord or an agent acting on behalf of a landlord is not legally obliged to enter into a 
tenancy agreement with a Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) recipient.  However, since 1 
January 2016, a person cannot be discriminated against when renting because they are in re-
ceipt of certain housing related payments, including HAP.  If a person feels that they have been 
discriminated against by a landlord or their agent, they can make a complaint under the Equal 
Status Acts to the Workplace Relations Commission.

Misunderstanding of the scheme is often to blame for discrimination and it highlights the 
need for the State to continue to explain and outline the many benefits of HAP to landlords.  My 
Department and local authorities have been involved in a range of national and local actions to 
clarify the operational benefits of HAP to landlords and agents.

In order to highlight the benefits of HAP and to provide information on the scheme to 
interested parties, my Department has taken a number of targeted communications actions 
during 2017, including the provision of a dedicated HAP website which provides prospective 
HAP landlords and tenants with the information they need to understand how the HAP scheme 
works.  Local authorities are promoting the scheme locally, and engaging with letting agents 
and landlords who might be interested in entering into a HAP tenancy, while my Department is 
promoting the scheme by engaging directly with landlord representative bodies and fora.

The Homeless HAP Place Finder Service operating in the Dublin local authorities, and in 
Cork City Council, is a targeted support for homeless households who are finding it difficult to 
secure HAP tenancies.  The Place Finder Service has been successfully utilised by the Dublin 
Regional Homeless Executive (DRHE) across the Dublin local authorities since February 2015, 
with more than 2,000 households currently being supported by the Homeless HAP scheme.  A 
similar service began operating in Cork City in 2017.

In order to further assist homeless households in exiting emergency accommodation the 
Homeless HAP Place Finder Service, with effect from 19 January 2018, can now be made avail-
able in each of the 31 local authorities.  All local authorities are now being provided with the 
options to pay deposits and advance rental payments for any households in emergency home-
less accommodation, in order to secure accommodation via the HAP Scheme.

The day-to-day operation of the HAP scheme is a matter for individual Local Authorities.  
My Department does not hold details on the processing times for HAP applications or pay-
ments.  The earliest date a HAP payment will issue to a landlord is the date a complete and valid 
HAP application has been received by the local authority.

Limerick City and County Council provide a highly effective transactional shared service 
on behalf of all HAP local authorities.  This HAP Shared Services Centre (SSC) manages all 
HAP related rental transactions for the tenant, local authority and landlord.  Once a HAP ap-
plication has been received and confirmed as valid by the relevant local authority, it is then 
processed by the HAP SSC.  On average, HAP applications are processed by the HAP Shared 
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Service Centre within 1 working day of receipt.  Any rental payment arising for a given month 
will then be made to a landlord on the last Wednesday of that month.

Over 32,000 eligible households are currently being supported through HAP, with over 
20,000 individual landlords and agents providing accommodation via the scheme and receiv-
ing housing assistance payments.  HAP will continue to be a flexible support available to as-
sist people with their long term housing needs immediately their need arises.  My Department 
continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme under review.  In general, I am satisfied 
with the operation of the HAP and I consider it to be a key vehicle for meeting housing need 
and fulfilling the ambitious programme outlined under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for 
Housing and Homelessness.

31/01/2018WREE01100Planning Issues

31/01/2018WREE01200342. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on the proposal that developers would only be granted planning permission if 
houses have electric car charging points inserted from the outset. [4916/18]

31/01/2018WREE01300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I am aware of proposals by the European Commission to amend 
Directive 2010/31/EU on the energy performance of buildings, on which discussions are ongo-
ing at EU level.  Under the draft amendments to the Directive, it is proposed to introduce re-
quirements for the installation of vehicular charging points on new and existing non-residential 
buildings undergoing major renovation, and  also incorporates proposals in relation to new and 
existing residential buildings.

Ireland will implement the provisions of the final Directive when it is adopted and pub-
lished. Pending finalisation of the revisions to the Directive, consideration will be given as to 
the most appropriate statutory code to ensure that our obligations under the adopted Directive 
are met.

31/01/2018WREE01400Housing Policy

31/01/2018WREE01500343. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the definition of affordability that the Rebuilding Ireland home loan, the affordable pur-
chase scheme and the affordable rental scheme are based on; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4918/18]

31/01/2018WREE01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
While there is no universally agreed price or rent to income ratio, or minimum residual income 
requirement, there is general agreement that lower-income households in particular should not 
be paying more than one third of their disposable income on rent or mortgage repayments.

Affordability of housing is also influenced by factors including the ability to secure mort-
gage finance, the availability of properties to buy and rent, the feasibility of saving the level of 
deposit required and the affordability of monthly mortgage repayments, both at current interest 
rate levels and in the event that interest rates increase.

Taking these factors into account, on 22 January, I announced a package of initiatives to 
help alleviate affordability pressures faced by households, particularly in areas of high housing 
demand and high accommodation costs.  This includes the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, the 
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Affordable Purchase Scheme, and a new Affordable Rental Scheme, all of which are targeted 
at those earning up to €50,000 for a single income household, or €75,000 for a dual income 
household.

Further details on the suite of initiatives announced on 22 January can be found at

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/min-murphys-statement-on-affordable-homes/.

31/01/2018WREE01700Rental Sector Strategy

31/01/2018WREE01800344. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the significant differences between the Rebuilding Ireland affordable rental scheme an-
nounced on 22 January 2018 and the differential rents scheme currently provided by the State; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4919/18]

31/01/2018WREE01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): On 
22 January, I announced a package of initiatives to help alleviate affordability pressures faced 
by households, particularly in areas of high housing demand and high accommodation costs. 
This includes a new affordable rental scheme, to be based on a cost rental model. Further details 
on the suite of initiatives announced on 22 January can be found at

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/min-murphys-statement-on-affordable-homes/.

The cost rental model, currently under development through a pilot initiative, provides that 
rents will be set at levels to recover the construction costs and to facilitate the management 
and administration of developments, but with only a minimal profit margin included. This pro-
vides greater certainty around the rent, regardless of what is happening in the market. This 
scheme will be targeted at low- to moderate-income households who do not qualify for social 
housing support.  My Department is currently considering eligibility criteria for access to this 
scheme, taking account of broader policy on affordable housing.

As regards the system of differential rents particular to social housing tenants, local authori-
ties charge rent for dwellings under section 58 of the Housing Act 1966, on a basis related to 
household income, with lower-income households paying a lower rent.  Local authorities are 
also empowered under section 58 to include charges in the rent relating to the costs of works 
and services provided to dwellings under the Housing Acts.  If income changes, the rent will 
change to reflect this. Local authority rents, however, are not standardised on a national basis, 
as each local authority operates its own scheme.  A review of the system of differential rents is 
nearing completion.

Question No. 345 answered with Question No. 307.

31/01/2018WREE02100Social and Affordable Housing Data

31/01/2018WREE02200346. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his Department has conducted an independent audit of the previous affordable homes 
purchase scheme provided from 2002 to 2011 under the Planning and Development Acts 2000 
to 2002 before his announcement of the Rebuilding Ireland affordable homes initiative on 22 
January 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4921/18]

31/01/2018WREE02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
2007, the Affordable Homes Partnership commissioned a report, Increasing Affordable Hous-
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ing Supply, to consider how the range of affordable housing mechanisms might be improved 
or expanded by new initiatives to increase the supply and accelerate the delivery of affordable 
housing.  The work was guided by a Steering Group, chaired by my Department and comprising 
representatives from local authorities, the Departments of the Taoiseach and Finance, as well 
as the Affordable Homes Partnership.  A copy of this report is available on my Department’s 
website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/Develop-
mentandHousing/Housing/FileDownLoad%2C17193%2Cen.pdf.

The 2007 report made a number of recommendations and suggested a fundamental change 
in the manner in which affordable housing was operated.  It also recommended substituting an 
equity share arrangement in place of the time limited claw-back that existed when discounted 
affordable houses were sold.

Following on from the review process, the statutory framework was put in place, through 
the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, to provide for the introduction of a new type 
of affordable homes purchase scheme, based on an equity share approach.  A Regulatory Impact 
Analysis was conducted as part of that process.  The relevant provisions of the Housing (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 were not commenced at the time, as affordability had eased so 
significantly during the economic downturn, and as such the programme of affordable housing 
initiatives were suspended in 2011.  However, I believe this is the opportune time to reintroduce 
an affordable purchase scheme that is streamlined, equitable and sustainable and it is my inten-
tion to commence the relevant provisions of the 2009 Act shortly.

In addition, the Housing Agency conducted in 2014 a review of the operation of Part V 
of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.  Following on from that review, the 
Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 was enacted which provided several amendments 
to remove the payment of cash in lieu of homes, the transfer of sites or parts of sites, so as to 
ensure that the remaining options are focused on the delivery of completed homes.  The focus 
of Part V is currently on the delivery of social housing only.

Question No. 347 answered with Question No. 341.

Questions Nos. 348 to 350, inclusive, answered with Question No. 338.

Question No. 351 answered with Question No. 335.

31/01/2018WRFF00600Regional Development Policy

31/01/2018WRFF00700352. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will expand on his plans for regional and balanced development; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4964/18]

31/01/2018WRFF00800353. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the degree to which he expects to positively influence measures to encourage popula-
tion movement throughout the country thereby reducing congestion in the bigger population 
counties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4965/18]

31/01/2018WRFF00900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 352 and 353 together.

The National Planning Framework (NPF), titled Ireland 2040 - Our Plan, will set a new 
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long-term strategic planning and investment context for Ireland over the next 20 years.  It 
will outline a high-level, national vision for Ireland for 2040 and will provide the framework 
and principles to manage future population and economic growth over the next 20 years (cater-
ing for 1 million extra people, 600,000 extra jobs and over 500,000 extra homes).

The forthcoming NPF will empower all areas to play their distinct roles in securing overall 
optimal national and regional development, and sets out a growth strategy to help achieve this.  
In doing so, the NPF presents a long-term framework that sets out how Ireland can move away 
from the ‘business as usual’ pattern of development.

In setting out a context for targeting future growth, the Framework seeks to enable a co-ordi-
nated and plan-led, rather than development-led, approach to development across Ireland. The 
NPF identifies the need for a strategic strengthening of Ireland’s overall urban structure, build-
ing on the recently published ESRI research paper, titled Prospects for Irish Regions and Coun-
ties: Scenarios and Implications. The paper is available on the ESRI’s website at the following 
link: http://www.esri.ie/publications/prospects-for-irish-regions-and-counties-scenarios-and-
implications/.

The finalisation of the NPF along with the 10-year Capital Investment Plan will be followed 
through by tasking our three Regional Assemblies to bring forward complementary Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSESs), linking strategic national planning and investment 
with regional-scale physical planning and the local economic and community development 
functions of local authorities. 

Development of the regions will be further considered as part of the RSESs and at the local 
scale as part of the City and County Development Plan process and Local Economic and Com-
munity Plans, consistent with the general targeted pattern of development of the NPF.

Question No. 354 answered with Question No. 338.

Question No. 355 answered with Question No. 336.

31/01/2018WRFF01300Arts Funding

31/01/2018WRFF01400356. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
reason for the delay in the building of the Irish Arts Centre in New York; when construction 
will commence; the amount that was invested; if the project has sufficient funds to complete the 
building and have it opened; if there has been a request to the Government or her Department 
for further funds to help complete the project; the other organisations that have invested money 
into the project; and the amount invested. [4671/18]

31/01/2018WRFF01500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Government is very supportive of the redevelopment of the Irish Arts Centre in New York.  It 
will provide a sustainable and modern flagship venue aimed at promoting Irish culture in a key 
global city, engaging our large diaspora in America and in turn further deepening the strong 
bilateral relationship with the US, which are key strategic priorities for Ireland.  

To-date, the Government has announced grant funding of €4.3 million from the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

The Government’s support should be seen also in the context of the commitment to double 
our global footprint – culture is an important part of Ireland’s footprint in the world. In this con-
text the 2 Departments have worked closely with the Irish Arts Centre in relation to completing 
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the funding package for the centre and a further announcement will be made in this regard in 
the coming weeks.

The funding provided by Government should also be seen in the context of the funding 
committed by the City of New York for the project (more than $35 million), by the State of New 
York (some $6 million) and by private donors. 

My Department is coordinating the Government support for the project with the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Both Departments are kept closely informed on developments and 
progress through the Consulate General in New York, and in this regard it is understood that 
ground-breaking on the now vacated 11th Avenue site will begin in the second quarter of 2018, 
subject to completion to final regulatory approvals.  This is a development project involving 
multiple public, private and community stakeholders, funding sources, regulatory bodies, and 
participants and the Irish Arts Centre schedules are best estimates and subject to revision.  

The importance and future potential of having a state of the art flagship cultural institution 
in a key global city like New York should not be underestimated.  The Government looks for-
ward to the completion of the New Irish Arts Centre and to deepening of our relationship with 
this important cultural institution into the future.

31/01/2018WRGG0010031/01/2018WRGG00200Archaeological Sites

31/01/2018WRGG00300357. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of archaeological licences which have been issued by her Department since 
1995; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4674/18]

31/01/2018WRGG00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The total 
number of individual archaeological excavation licences issued by the National Monuments 
Service of my Department under Section 26 of the National Monuments Act 1930 since 1995 
to date amounts to 20,164.

The licensing of  archaeological excavations is an important function of the National Monu-
ments Service in the protection of archaeological sites and monuments where there is a risk of 
damage from development-led works.

31/01/2018WRGG00500Scéim na gCúntóirí Teanga

31/01/2018WRGG00600358. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta an dtabharfaidh sí cuntas ar an dul chun cinn maidir le scéim na gCúntóirí Teanga, 
go háirithe maidir leis na postanna breise a cheadaigh an tAire ach nár líonadh i 2017 sna scoile-
anna seo a leanas: Scoil an Chéidigh, Scoil an Bhreacaigh, Scoil Mhín a Ghabhann agus Pobals-
coil na Rosann; cen fath, i mBliain seo na Gaeilge, go bhfuil scoileanna i dtoghcheantar Aire 
Stáit na Gaeltachta fós ag fanacht le breis agus dhá bhliain anuas le cuntóir teanga [4680/18]

31/01/2018WRGG00700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Joe McHugh): Mar atá luaite roimhe seo, tá athbhreithniú á dhéanamh ag an Roinn ar Scéim 
na gCúntóirí Teanga ar mhaithe lena chinntiú go bhfuil an scéim ag tacú ar an gcaoi is fearr is 
féidir le feidhmiú an phróisis pleanála teanga agus an Pholasaí don Oideachas Gaeltachta araon.

Mar chuid den athbhreithniú, a mbeidh tairiscintí ina leith á lorg go poiblí ag an Roinn faoi 
réir an chórais soláthair phoiblí gan mhoill, tá sé i gceist go scrúdófar mar is cuí, an ghné den 
scéal a bhaineann le hinaitheantas scoileanna Gaeltachta lena n-áirítear scoileanna nach bhfuil 
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aitheanta faoin scéim i láthair na huaire.  Tá na ceithre scoil atá luaite ag an Teachta i measc na 
scoileanna sin.

31/01/2018WRGG00800Wildlife Conservation

31/01/2018WRGG00900359. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if changes are being made, or are due, to be made to the Wildlife Act 1976 with regard 
to the burning of gorse on our hills; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4743/18]

31/01/2018WRGG01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Section 
40 of the Wildlife Acts 1976, as amended, prohibits the cutting, grubbing, burning or destruc-
tion of vegetation, with certain strict exemptions, from 1 March to 31 August.

Following a review of Section 40, which involved, inter alia, consideration of submissions 
from interested parties, proposals were announced in December 2015 to introduce legislation to 
allow for managed hedge cutting and burning at certain times within the existing closed period 
on a pilot two year basis.  The legislation required to allow for these pilot measures is included 
in the Heritage Bill 2016, which was published in January 2016.   

The Bill has completed its passage through Seanad Éireann and has completed Second 
Stage in Dail Éireann.  A date for Committee Stage in the Dail is awaited. 

In the meantime, the existing provisions relating to Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts remain 
in force.

31/01/2018WRGG01100Departmental Staff Redeployment

31/01/2018WRGG01200360. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of staff under her Department and agencies or bodies under her aegis seconded as na-
tional experts to the EU; and the grade number, pay scale and the length of time each member 
has been serving while under secondment, in tabular form. [4765/18]

31/01/2018WRGG01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
advised that there is one such person has been seconded to the EU as indicated in the following 
table.

Grade    Pay Scale (First Point - Last Point)   Duration of Secondment    
Principal Officer €80,852 - €99,408 Since May 2016 

31/01/2018WRGG01400Commemorative Events

31/01/2018WRGG01500361. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her views on the introduction of an annual commemoration of the meeting of the first Dáil on 
21 January 1919 and the Declaration of Independence; if discussions have been held regarding 
same; the timeframe for the progress of the Declaration of Independence Day Bill 2017 through 
the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4851/18]

31/01/2018WRGG01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The first 
meeting of Dáil Éireann took place in the Round Room of the Mansion House on the afternoon 
of 21st January 1919.  The elected members present at that meeting asserted the exclusive right 
of the elected representatives of the Irish people to legislate for the country, adopting a Consti-
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tution and approving the Declaration of Independence.  At that meeting, the Dáil also approved 
a Democratic Programme, based on the 1916 Proclamation of the Irish Republic and read and 
adopted a Message to the Free Nations of the World.  

I believe that an event to mark this momentous occasion in our history is appropriate  and 
this will be one of the key historical events to be marked by the State in 2019.  My Depart-
ment is consulting and collaborating with relevant stakeholders, including the Expert Advisory 
Group on Commemorations, in order to progress plans in this regard. The State’s approach to 
the appropriate commemoration of this sensitive and challenging period in our history will be 
guided at all times by the advice of the Expert Advisory Group on Commemorations.  I am 
aware also that the Houses of the Oireachtas are planning a significant programme of events to 
mark this centenary and I and my Department will work with colleagues there, where possible.  

With regard to the progression of the Declaration of Independence Day Bill 2017 this is a 
matter for the Houses of the Oireachtas.

31/01/2018WRGG01700Ministerial Advisers Data

31/01/2018WRGG01800362. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
names of advisers she has appointed to her office since becoming Minister; the responsibilities 
of each; the previous employment of each; the salaries of each; and if she plans to make further 
appointments. [4864/18]

31/01/2018WRGG01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Since 
my appointment as Minister on the 30th November 2017, I have appointed one special adviser, 
Mr. John Keogh.  Mr. Keogh has been appointed as my Media Adviser from the 8th January 
2018. He has extensive experience as a senior editor with over twenty years’ experience in both 
traditional and digital media. Mr Keogh was Director of News at Newstalk for 13 years, Man-
aging Editor of the Network news (which supplies news to every radio station in the country) 
for 8 years and was a senior producer at Sky News. Over his career he has also worked for TV3 
news and many local radio stations both here in Ireland and in the UK.  He is paid €91,943 per 
annum.  In line with normal practice, as provided for by the Public Service Management Act 
1997, I intend to appoint a second Special Adviser shortly.

31/01/2018WRGG02000Arts Centres

31/01/2018WRGG02100363. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if funding will be provided to a centre (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [4935/18]

31/01/2018WRGG02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Under 
the Arts Act 2003, primary responsibility for the promotion and support of the arts throughout 
the country is devolved to the Arts Council.  Under the Arts Act the Arts Council is independent 
in relation to its funding decisions.  Further information on the work of the Arts Council and the 
funding schemes is available on the website of the Council at www.artscouncil.ie

The Arts and Culture Capital Scheme 2016-2018 which was announced in 2016 is fo-
cused on the refurbishment and enhancement of the existing stock of arts and culture facilities 
throughout the country.  This scheme is running from 2016 to 2018 over three complementary 
grant streams.  To date, funding of €10.214m has been allocated to 134 projects under the 3 
streams. This is the most significant investment in arts and cultural centres in a decade and is 
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targeting investment at a range of different facilities, including arts centres, theatres, galleries 
and museums, as well as artists’ studios and creative spaces. 

A full list of all successful projects under the Arts and Culture Capital Scheme 2016-2018  
is available on my Department’s website at the following link https://www.chg.gov.ie/arts/cre-
ative-arts/grants-and-funding/

My Department proposes to re-open this scheme for applications later this year.


